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 The molad of Kislev is Thursday morning
(November 8th). Three full days later is Sunday morning (Nov 11th), which means
that the first op for KL according to Minhag Yerushalayim is Sunday night. Those
who follow the 7-days-after-the-molad opinion have their first op on Thurday night
(Nov 15). There is also an in between opinion that says to wait 7 days during the
summer, but during the rainy season, with the possibility of cloudy or rainy nights,
one should say KL from as early as three days after the molad, weather permitting. 
If you are not certain as to which opinion you are committed, you should ask your
Rav for definitive Kiddush L'vana guidelines.
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Candles TO-L'DOT HavdalaV ay eitze i

4:08 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim5:21 4:04 5:18

4:26 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al)5:24 4:22 5:21

4:24 Beit Shemesh / RBS 5:22 4:20 5:19

4:24 Gush Etzion 5:22 4:19 5:18

4:24 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba5:22 4:20 5:19

4:24 Modi'in / Chashmona'im5:22 4:19 5:18

4:24 Netanya 5:22 4:19 5:18

4:24 Be'er Sheva 5:24 4:20 5:20

4:25 Rehovot 5:23 4:20 5:19

4:08 Petach Tikva 5:22 4:04 5:19

4:23 Ginot Shomron 5:21 4:19 5:18

4:12 Haifa / Zichron 5:21 4:08 5:17

4:22 Gush Shiloh 5:20 4:18 5:17

4:22 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel5:23 4:18 5:19

4:23 Giv'at Ze'ev 5:21 4:19 5:18

4:24 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 5:22 4:20 5:18

4:26 Ashkelon 5:24 4:22 5:20

4:25 Yad Binyamin 5:23 4:20 5:19

4:10 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden5:18 4:06 5:14

4:19 Golan 5:18 4:15 5:14

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 6:00pm        Next week: 5:56pm
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Mazal Tov to
Devra & Gidon Ariel and family
on the engagement of their son

 Service of the Heart
Not satisfied with last week's Lead,
we're trying again. Differently. 

Point: Rambam holds that Prayer is a
Torah Mitzva, but can be fulfilled with
any petition or thank you to G-d, in
any language and wording... once a
day. It was the Sages who formalized
what, when, and how often we are to
pray.

Point: Ramban says all aspects of
Prayer are d'Rabbanan.

Point: Both agree that either the
source or the inspiration for the
requirement to pray is "And you shall
serve G-d with all your heart. What is
Service of the heart? T'FILA (Prayer).

Point: As mentioned last week, the
Gemara presents the dual origins of
Prayer as the Avot and Temple Service

Let's do an overview of Vayeira,
Chayei Sara, Toldot, and Vayeitzei as
far as prayer goes.

The p'sukim the Gemara points to for
the establishment of Shacharit by
Avraham, Mincha by Yitzchak, and
Maariv by Yaakov are found in
Vayeira, Chayei Sara, and Vayeitzei.
Each pasuk is paired with another
pasuk in Tanach to make the point.

This does not mean that Avraham
Avinu davened Shacharit as we know
it. But he did pray and he did pray in
the morning. Similar for Yitzchak and
Yaakov.

What we do see, though, is the way

the Avot spoke to G-d. We have
details of Avraham's attempt to pray
on behalf of the people of S'dom. And
Yitzchak and Rivka praying for a child
(which is why we include Toldot in the
range of sedras). And we read of
Yaakov's petitions and pleading with
G-d for protection and needs.

There's a lot more to say, but I'd like to
jump from the Avot to the banim, that
is, to us.

Let's take as an example, the first
prayer of our day. The 12 word
sentence that we say upon awakening
- MODEH (or MODAH).

MODEH can be rattled off in 5 seconds
- or it can be said a bit slower and with
feeling. We can take a couple of
seconds before we say it to remind
ourselves that we are about to talk to
G-d. And that means (I hope) that we
believe in Him and in Prayer to Him
and only to Him. And that we believe
that we each consist of a body and a
soul, which are partnered for life. And
that we cannot take for granted that
we will wake up in the morning. Some
people don't. And when we do wake
up, we owe G-d a debt of gratitude for
His kindnesses. Now say MODEH, and
you are off on the right path for the
rest of the day. Use your day well.
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Condolences to Devorah Handler
on the passing of her son

Michael (Mike) l "f
She is sitting shiva at Sokolov 3/20
until Wednesday evening (Nov 7).

mil yexie oeiv i l à  x` y  j eza mkz`  mgpi mewnd

TO-L'DOT
6th of the 54 sedras; 
6th of 12 in B'reishit

Written on 172.7 lines, ranks 36th

4 Parshiyot; 2 open, 2 closed

106 p'sukim, ranks 29 (9th in B'reishit)

Tied with Vayigash and Bo; shorter than
each in words & letters and length

1432 words, ranks 34 (10th in B'reishit)

5426 letters, ranks 33 (10th in B'reishit)

Its p'sukim are below average in length

None of the 613 mitzvot are in Toldot,
however, as we mention often, there
are Midot and values and other lessons
to be learned. 

This is one of 17 mitzva-less sedras, 9 of
which are in Sefer B'reishit, 3 in Sh'mot,
none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, and 3 in
D'varim.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate
start of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y
is Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of the
parsha; (Z) is the number of p'sukim in
the parsha.

Kohen  - First Aliya 
21 p'sukim - 25:19-26:5
[P> 25:19 (16)] This is the history of
Yitzchak b. Avraham; Avraham
fathered Yitzchak.

 Rashi quotes the Gemara that
tells that when Yitzchak was born,
scoffers said that Avraham and Sara,
who were old and childless for so long,
had found a baby and claimed it as
their own. Avraham invited the leaders
of the nations, their wives and infants,
and Sara miraculously was able to
wet-nurse all the babies - not just her
son Yitzchak. (The Gemara points to the
plural "banim" in 21:7.) Then the
scoffers accepted that Sara bore
Yitzchak, but chided Avraham that
Avimelech was the father (since
Yitzchak's birth followed Sara's abduc-
tion). A miracle occurred and baby
Yitzchak was the very image of his
father Avraham, until the scoffers pro-
claimed, "Avraham sired Yitzchak".

 Earlier, the Torah tells us of the
generations of Yishmael b. Avraham.
That seems to be in balance with the
beginning of this sedra, which speaks
of Yitzchak, except: [1] the Torah makes
a point that Yishmael is the son of
Hagar the Egyptian, the maidservant of



In loving memory of our parents
on their yahrzeits

l "f iel d oeiv-oa oa oinipa l ` eny
a"pyz'd el qk a"i 't p

Samuel Lowinger l "f
and

l "f iel d l ` eny  za dwax xzq` 
f"r yz'd el qk '̀

Elizabeth (Pollak)
Lowinger l "f

May the learning in this TT be
mdizenyp iel ir l
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Sara. In other words, Yishmael was NOT
the real To-l'dot of Avraham; and [2]
To-l'dot (in the Yishmael context) is
spelled without VAVs, implying that
something was missing. To-l'dot of
Yitzchak b. Avraham; it was Avraham
who fathered Yitzchak. And the word
To-l'dot is spelled with its VAV.

Concerning the spelling of TOL'DOT -
The word occurs 12 times in Tanach.
For Yishmael, the word is without any
VAVs - z c l z . With a first VAV, z c l ez ,
it occurs 7 times: Adam, No'ach, B'nei
No'ach, Sheim, Terach, Yitzchak, and
Aharon & Moshe. This one seems to be
the "regular" spelling, since the
CHOLOM-TAV plural is usually without
a VAV in the Torah (i.e. with a CHOLOM
CHASEIR). With a second VAV, z ec l z , it
is used for Yaakov and Eisav. And with
both VAVs, z ec l ez , it is used for
HASHAMAYIM V'HAARETZ (the
Heavens and the Earth) and for Peretz
(in Megilat Ruth). Now you have the
whole picture. And the answer to a
TTriddle, if you are paying attention.

Well, not quite. Let's talk about pronun-
ciation. We go out of our way to write
TO-L'DOT because of how common it is
in the yeshiva world and among
Anglos, to mispronounce the name of
this week's sedra, twice. First, the word
should be accented on the last syllable,
not on the next-to-the-last syllable as is
very common in certain circles. This
mis-accenting is very common with
people's names as well as the names of
the sedras. Israelis and S'faradim don't
have this problem. The Moshes they
know, they call mo-SHEH. We (the
aforementioned Anglos) say MO-sheh.
And so on. Last week's sedra was
cha-YEI sa-RA, not CHAyei SA-ra, as we
would say.

Which syllable to accent aside, the
other problem with the pronunciation
of this week's sedra is the SH'VA under
the LAMED. Most common mispro-
nunciation is TOL-dot (or TOL-dos).
That treats the SH'VA as a
syllable-closing SH'VA NACH - which it
is not. Rather, the first syllable is TO.
The LAMED has a SH'VA NA under it
and it attaches itself to the DOT
syllable. So the two syllables are TO and
L'DOT, which is why we often write it
the way we do. sho-F'TIM is the other
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Yaakov takes, Par'o dreams, Brothers return, Moshe hits

sedra so plagued. The wrong syllalbe
accented goes for a majority of the
sedras. BO and TZAV we get right. But
not Mikeitz of B'shalach... and most of
them.

It isn't the end of the world to day
TOL-dot; it's just not correct.

Yitzchak is 40 years old when he
marries Rivka (3 years after the
Akeida). The Torah emphasizes
Rivka's family background.

Safe to say that most of us learned from
way back that Rivka was 3 years old
when she married Yitzchak. This notion
is based on the Torah's telling us of the
birth of Rivka right after the portion of
the Akeida. Yitzchak was 37 at the time
of the Akeida and the death of Sara
Imeinu. He married at 40, hence Rivka
was 3 at the time.

However, Chizkuni (an early commen-
tary of Torah and of Rashi) argues that if
Rivka was only 3, there would be a
discrepany in the chronology of the
rest of her life. We have sources that
indicate she was 133 at the time of her
death. Working backwards with various
events, we find that she was 14 when
she married Yitzchak. The account of
Nachor's family - including Rivka, does
not necessarily mean that she was just
born at the time of the Akeida. The
Torah is just introducing us to Rivka in
order to bring her into the picture, so to
speak, as Yitzchak is about to take over
the mantle of Partiarchhood from
Avraham Avinu.
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After 20 years of childlessness (10
until Rivka was of child-bearing age -
based on the 3 year old opinion - plus
an additional 10 years without a child),
Yitzchak and Rivka pray to G-d. G-d
hears their (actually his) prayer and
Rivka becomes pregnant. She is having
a "rough time" and goes to Shem b.
No'ach (who outlived Avraham, by the
way) who tells her G-d's message, that
she will give birth to twins who will go
in very different ways and become
great adversarial nations.

 Commentaries say that Rivka
was unaware that she was carrying
twins; she thought the turmoil within
her existed in a single baby - THIS had
her very upset; she was somewhat
calmed by the Divine message of her
carrying twins. Another commentator
suggests that Rivka knew she'd have
twins but did not see the benefit of
bringing a Yaakov into this world if it
meant also having an Eisav. Part of the
reply to her question "why do I need
this?" is that her conclusion was wrong.

Take a look at Rashi. Two great nations -
these are Antoninus and Rabbi (Yehuda
HaNasi)... It can be suggested that the
Divine message to Rivka, was that even
though there will great tension and
friction between the descendants of
the twins she was carrying, Yaakov and
Eisav, there will be an example of a
Roman (from Eisav) and a Jew who will
truly get along and that is the hope for
the future when the nations of the
world will all recognize Israel's role in
the world and their special relationship
with the One G-d Who will then be

universally recognized.

Eisav and Yaakov are born, Yaakov
clutching the heel of Eisav. The boys
grow and develop different
personalities - Eisav is the hunter and
outdoorsman; Yaakov, the mild,
studious "tent-dweller". Yitzchak loves
Eisav; Rivka loves Yaakov.

 There are many different
commentaries on these relationships.
Note that Yitzchak's love is based on
Eisav's providing food for him (or
deceiving him - based on various
drashot). Rivka's love is unconditional.
Pirkei Avot says that only an uncondi-
tional love will endure forever.
Yaakov is preparing a lentil stew for
his father. (The Gemara tell us that this
was the day that Avraham died; Yaakov
was preparing a traditional mourner's
meal for Yitzchak.)

Eisav returns from the field in a state
of exhaustion. He asks Yaakov for
some of the food. In exchange for the
food, Yaakov acquires the birthright,
which is insignificant in Eisav's eyes,
but meaningful to Yaakov.

[P> 26:1 (33)] A famine hits the Land
(like the one in Avraham's time - this is
one of the many similarities between
the lives of Avraham & Yitzchak) and
Yitzchak goes to Avimelech in Gerar.
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G-d appears to Yitzchak and reminds
him that he must not leave the Land.
G-d also repeats his promises of the
Land and of the large nation that will
descend from him.

Levi - Second Aliya 
7 p'sukim - 26:6-12
Yitzchak dwells in Gerar.
This is one of the three-word p’sukim in
the Torah. There are 13 or so such
p'sukim, and they are occasionally a
focus of attention. 
Yitzchak and Rivka pose as brother
and sister (as did Avraham and Sara,
and for the same two reasons). After a
while, Avimelech discovers that they
are actually husband and wife and
complains to Yitzchak about the
deception. Avimelech orders his people
to leave Yitzchak and Rivka alone.
Yitzchak and family flourish in Gerar
and G-d blesses them.

 In last week's TT we referred to
the dispute as to whether Sara and
Avraham had a daughter or not. S'fat
Emet suggests that something in this
week's sedra seems to say that they had
a daughter. Yitzchak and Rivka "pose"
as brother and sister. Avraham was
well-known. Especially to the people
and king of Gerar. He would know if
Avraham had a daughter or not. Since
Avimelech seems to accepted Yitzchak
and Rivka as brother and sister, until he
discovered otherwise, it seems reason-
able to support the opinion that
Avraham (and Sara) were indeed
blessed with a daughter.
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Mazal Tov to David & Ziva Katz
and to Debra Applebaum

on the birth of a granddaughter

Carmi Tzipporah
Mazal Tov to great-grandparents

Rabbi Shubert & Iris Spero

Shlishi  - Third Aliya 
10 p'sukim - 26:13-22
Yitzchak thrives in Gerar, which
creates jealousy among the locals who
fill in the wells that Yitzchak has dug.
(There is great symbolism in the
Torah's account of the wells, their
names, their failures, and then their
successes.) Yitzchak is driven away
from Gerar. A new well that Yitzchak
digs (Eisek) is taken over by the
shepherds of Gerar, as is yet another
well (Sitna). Only the third well
(Rehovot) permits Yitzchak to live in
relative peace.

Some see this as a hidden reference to
the 1st and 2nd Beit HaMikdash, which
fell, and the 3rd which will stand
forever. May we see it soon in our time.

 Brachot 56: Rabbi Chanina said,
he who sees a well in a dream, he will
see peace... Yitzchak's servants dug and
found a live spring, B'EIR MAYIM
CHAYIM. This is immediately followed
by the peace treaty between Avimelech
and Yitzchak. Rabbi Natan continues in
the same Gemara. He who sees a well in
his dream has found Torah, as it says in
Mishlei: He who finds Me, finds life... an

equation is made between G-d, Torah,
and Life. 

R' Yehoshua b. Levi adds that one
should verbalize the words B'eir Mayim
Chayim before he encounters the
words from Yirmiyahu 6:7 - K'HAKIR
BIYA MEIMEHA... "As a well keeps its
water fresh, so she keeps fresh her
wickedness; violence and destruction,
grief and wounds..." Verbalizing a
dream's interpretation is considered
significant; an unexpressed dream is
often open to opposite meanings and
what is expressed first gives the dream
its substance and direction. This is the
tip of the iceberg of Dream
Interpretation as presented by the
Torah T'mima. Don't read too much
into the comment here - it is meant
only as a brief comment.

R'vi'i  - Fourth Aliya 
7 p'sukim - 26:23-29
Yitzchak sets himself up in Be'er
Sheva. G-d appears to him and
reiterates the promises for prosperity
made to Avraham. Yitzchak builds an
altar to G-d and continues to prosper.
Avimelech, realizing that his own
prosperity was due to the presence of
Yitzchak, comes with a delegation to
Yitzchak in order to enter into a
covenant with him.

Not a rare experience through the
generations - Jews expelled from a
country, which subsequently regrets its
actions because of the decline they
experienced without them. And we,
somehow, kept going back.



OU Israel Center TT 1297  t   page 11  q   TO-L'DOT 5779

Chamishi  5th Aliya
33 p'sukim - 26:30-27:27

Yitzchak and Avimelech partake of a
meal and exchange oaths. Be'er Sheva
is reaffirmed as "the city of the Avot"
by Yitzchak's actions. Another example
of the similarity between Yitzchak's
life and Avraham's.

[S> 26:34 (2)] Eisav marries at 40
years of age - a (sub)conscious attempt
to emulate his father. However wicked
Eisav is, he is genuinely respectful and
loving of his father. On the other hand,
Eisav's choice of a wife disgusts both
Yitzchak and Rivka.

[S> 27:1 (55)] Yitzchak is old and blind
and calls Eisav to prepare for him a
special meal and then receive a special
blessing. While Eisav is in the fields
doing his father's bidding, Rivka
prepares Yaakov to receive the
blessing instead of Eisav. She tells
Yaakov to bring her two goats and she

will prepare the dishes that Yitzchak
loves. Yaakov hesitates for fear that
Yitzchak will feel his smooth skin and
realize that Yaakov has come to
deceive him. Rivka dresses Yaakov in
Eisav's garments and places a
goat-skin on his neck to give it a rough
feel. She gives Yaakov the food to
bring to his father.

It seems obvious that Yaakov was
punished measure for measure for his
deception of Yitzchak. The Brothers not



Sara Genstil, Ph.D
Psychologist, Therapist

Focus on relationships,
psychosomatic issues, eating

disorders, anxiety, post-trauma and
depression, marriage counseling
For more details Visit my website:

TherapistJerusalem.com
052-260-9087 • English & Hebrew
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Just FYI... When it's 6:00pm in Israel, it
is 6:00am in Hawaii (12 hrs earlier). And
it's 6:00am the following day in Kiribati
(a country in Micronesia in the central

Pacific Ocean), 12 hrs. later.

only deceived Yaakov concerning the
fate of Yosef, but they used a goat and
a garment (exactly the two items that
Yaakov used to deceive his father) to
bring about their deception. If we
accept the idea that Yaakov was
supposed to get the bracha that
Yitzchak thought he was going to give
to Eisav, that it was G-d's will, and even
G-d's command, according to Onkeles,
to Rivka to “set it up”, then why was
Yaakov punished so severely? 

An answer might be suggested in the
form of an analogy. When one has to
take drastic, life-saving treatments -
"serious" medication, radiation, etc.,
what is done might be absolutely
necessary, but there are often harsh
side-effects.

Continuing the analogy, was there not
a "safer" way for Yaakov to get the
b'racha? Apparently not. If there is a
medication that is effective and
without serious side effects, why would
a person take the medicine that has
serious side effects? For whatever
reason(s), the way it went is how it was
meant to go.

 When the Torah tells us that
Yaakov gave his father wine to drink,

the TROP note under the word LO (to
him) is a MEIRCHA CH'FULA, double
meircha. This rare note, suggests the
Meshech Chochma, reminds us of the
proper way to drink a cup of wine - not
gulping it down in one shot, but rather
finishing it in two "installments".

Shishi  - Sixth Aliya 
23 p'sukim - 27:28-28:4
The blessing invoked by Yitzchak upon
Yaakov, for bountiful produce and
respected status among nations, has
been borrowed by us to be recited on
Motza'ei Shabbat -

V'YITEN L'CHA HA-ELOKIM... 'May
G-d grant you the dew of heaven and
the fat of the earth, much grain and
wine. Nations will serve you;
governments will bow down to you.
You shall be like a lord over your
brother; your mother's children will
prostrate themselves to you. Those
who curse you are cursed, and those
who bless you are blessed.'

As Yitzchak finishes blessing Yaakov,
Eisav returns from the hunt. He
prepares food for his father and
presents it with a request (demand) of
the blessing. Yitzchak trembles greatly
when he realizes that the bracha went
to Yaakov. When Yitzchak explains to
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Eisav that Yaakov received (rightly so)
the blessing, Eisav bitterly cries out
and asks his father for a blessing too.
Yitzchak gives Eisav a blessing (not as
exalted as Yaakov's). Eisav plans to kill
Yaakov for this, the second time he
has taken something away from him.
Rivka hears (how? Ru’ach HaKodesh,
perhaps?) of Eisav's plans and
encourages Yaakov to flee to Rivka's
hometown until Eisav's wrath subsides.
Rivka suggests to Yitzchak that he
send Yaakov away to find a proper
wife.

Note that Rivka did NOT tell Yitzchak
that Eisav wanted to kill Yaakov.
Perhaps she felt that it would pain him
too much to learn of Eisav's true
character. Perhaps, Yitzchak would
have refused to believe that his Eisav
would contemplate such a thing.
Instead, Rivka expresses another (legiti-
mate) concern as her reason for
wanting Yitzchak to send Yaakov away. 

Yitzchak calls for Yaakov and blesses
him again and sends him off to Padan
Aram to find a wife from Rivka's
family. He gives Yaakov "the blessing
of Avraham", thus providing for the
continuity of what becomes The Jewish
People.

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya 
5 p'sukim - 28:5-9
Yitzchak sends Yaakov off to Padan
Aram to Lavan b. B'tu'el, the brother of
Rivka who is the mother of Yaakov
and Eisav. (Unusual ID.) Eisav sees that

mailto:Lenny@LDevents.com
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their father has sent Yaakov to find a
wife, because he does not want him to
take a Canaanite wife. Yaakov goes on
his way and Eisav takes as another
wife, the daughter of Yishmael,
Machalat b. Yishmael... 

Talmud Yerushalmi exclaims that this is
Bas'mat, and asks why her name was
changed. The astonishing answer is
that all Eisav's sins were forgiven when
he took a wife intended to please his
parents. The Talmud generalizes and
gives this as the source that the sins of
a CHATAN (and KALLA) are forgiven
when they marry. Strange source for a
significant concept.

Haftara  21 p'sukim
Mal-achi 1:1-2:7
There is speculation as to whether
Mal'achi is the name of an individual,
or a description of "My messenger".
Some say that Mal'achi was Ezra.
Mal'achi is known as the last of the
prophets. Mal'achi brings G-d's
message to the people that He loves
Yaakov (and his descendants), and
hates Eisav, even though Yaakov and
Eisav are brothers. Thus, the Haftara
echoes the rivalry and relationship
between the two brothers that is the
substance of the sedra Toldot. The
haftara refers to the respect a son has
for his father. In this regard, Eisav was
exemplary.

Mal'achi criticizes the kohanim of the
time for not being careful in the
offering of korbanot. We can see this

as a preparation for the building of the
new Beit HaMikdash in the hopes that
it will function properly and be a true
honor to G-d.

The precise identity of the last prophet
in Trei Asar, the navi Malachi, is
shrouded in mystery, with the G'mara
in Megilla (15a) quoting various
opinions, including those identifying
him as Ezra or Mordechai. Most
scholars, however, agree with the
majority opinion of the Rabbis that
Malachi was a separate and distinct
individual who prophesied during the
period of Bayit Sheni. And, although
the exact time of his activities is also
in question, most contend that
Malachi was the last of the biblical
nevi'im, so that his prophecies remain
the last words of G-d delivered to the
nation of Israel. As such, it is inter-
esting to analyze this week's haftara,
the first perek in Sefer Malachi, and
find messages directed to the navi's
contemporaries but also meaningful
for the future exiled generations who
would, after all, lack the prophetic
connection to Hashem that the people
had throughout biblical times.
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Much of the haftara focuses upon the
Kohanim who attended Hashem in
Bayit Sheni. The Second Temple had
already been built and was fully func-
tioning, once again making Yeru-
shalayim the center of worship for the
Jewish nation. The Beit HaMikdash
that Hashem had described as the
place He chose L'SHAKEIN SH'MO
SHAM, as the dwelling place of His
NAME, was serving all of Israel once
more. Likewise, the kohanim, had
returned to their rightful post as
servants of Hashem in the Beit
HaMikdash. But rather than sanctify
the "name" of G-d that dwelled there,
the kohanim are accused of being
"bozei sh'mi" those who scorned and
defamed His holy name. 

But what has this to do with our
parsha? The navi Malachi begins his
words by stating that Hashem had
chosen Ya'akov over Eisav, much as
Yitzchak chose to confer the bracha of
Avraham (birkat Avraham) on Ya'akov
and not on his eldest, Eisav. Hashem's
choice of Ya'akov, the navi states, was
based upon the fact that he hated
Eisav ("v'et Eisav saneiti") and as a
result, the land of Edom was doomed
to destruction. However, Malachi
emphasized that Hashem's anger at
Edom would not automatically provide
Israel with redemption. It is essential
that the Jews earn G-d's favor by
properly worshipping Him as He
commanded them to. The corruption
of the sacrificial rite that ran rampant
at the time is the focus of the
prophet's harsh words against the
Kohanim for their encouragement of
the belief that perfunctory ritual in the
Beit HaMikdash is all that was
necessary. Their practice of offering
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Mazal Tov to
Devorie & Sruli Jacobson

and Miriam & Mordechai Meltzer
on the marriage of their children

Aviva & Yedidya

Mazal Tov to the entire Leff,
Jacobson and Meltzer families

sickly animals as sacrifices while
saving the healhty ones for themselves
was abhorrent to  G-d.

Malachi paints the picture of what the
Kohanim should be: they must be
more than ritual functionaries; they
must be teachers and arbiters. They
must be the ones to spread the
knowledge of Torah and, through that
understanding, the knowledge of
Hashem. The prophet's message closes
with the reminder that the tribe of
Levi had a special covenant with G-d
and, over the generations, they turned
people away from sin. It is THIS that
Hashem demands of the Kohanim. And
it is this that Hashem demands of
Israel.

Israel must earn the favor of G-d and
not take for granted that, due to His
anger at Eisav He will embrace Israel.
This last prophet of Israel prepares the
nation for the long galut that would
follow by reminding them that it will
not be the sacrificial rite that will
preserve them in the Diaspora, but the
Torah taught by the Kohanim who,
when doing their job, fulfill their
responsibility as agents of Hashem. 

Probing the Prophets, weekly insights into the
Haftara, is written by Rabbi Nachman (Neil) Winkler,
author of Bringing the Prophets to Life (Gefen Publ.)

http://www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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In the beginning of our Parsha we are
reminded that Yitzchak took a wife
whose father and uncle were Arameans
of wicked stock, perhaps to stress that
Rivka, despite everything, maintained a
moral and virtuous lifestyle. 

Nevertheless, Yitzchak's prayers concern-
ing Rivka's barren status and the desire
for a child gain prominence over Rivka's
entreaties. Hashem responds to Yitzchak
because, as Rashi proposes, the prayers
of the child of a Tzaddik outweigh those
of the offspring of a Rasha, a wicked
individual. 

Of particular interest is the way the Torah
narrative presents Hashem's acquies-
cence to Yitzchak's pleas. We saw that
the generation after the Flood
challenged G-d with the use of the term
HAVA ('let us' [build a tower]) - and how
Hashem uses the same term HAVA to
investigate that event. Now, of Yitzchak
it is written, VAYE'TAR, that he prayed
long and hard to Hashem until G-d finally
responded with almost the same Hebrew
term, VAYEI'ATER - as if to say that
Hashem allowed Himself to be entreated
by Yitzchak. 

This is a classic example of Hashem
responding in kind to the actions of His
creations. Yes, that is the way of Hashem.
In that spirit, let us pray that our good
actions and prayers will, likewise, be
worthy of positive and mutual responses. 

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org


OU Israel Center TT 1297  t   page 18  q   TO-L'DOT 5779

The Courage 
of Persistence
There is a strange passage in the life of
Yitzchak, ominous in its fore-shadow-
ing of much of later Jewish history. Like
Avraham, Yitzchak finds himself forced
by famine to go to Gerar, in the land of
the Philistines. There, like Avraham, he
senses that his life may be in danger
because he is married to a beautiful
woman. He fears that he will be killed
so that Rivka can be taken into the
harem of king Avimelech. The couple
pass themselves off as brother and
sister. The deception is discovered,
Avimelech is indignant, explanations
are made, and the moment passes.
B'reishit 26 reads almost like a replay of
B'reishit 20, a generation later.

In both cases Avimelech promises the
patriarchs security. To Avraham he said,
"My land is before you; live wherever
you like" (20:15). About Yitzchak, he
commands, "Anyone who molests this
man or his wife shall surely be put to
death" (26:11). Yet in both cases, there
is a troubled aftermath. In B'reishit 21
we read about an argument that arose
over a well that Avraham had dug:
"Then Avraham complained to Avi-
melech about a well of water that Avi-
melekh's servants had seized" (21:25).
The two men make a treaty. Yet, as we
now discover, this was not sufficient to

prevent further difficulties in the days
of Yitzchak:

Yitzchak planted crops in that land and
the same year reaped a hundredfold,
because the Lord blessed him. The man
became rich, and his wealth continued
to grow until he became very wealthy.
He had so many flocks and herds and
servants that the Philistines envied him.
So all the wells that his father's servants
had dug in the time of his father
Avraham, the Philistines stopped up,
filling them with earth.

Then Avimelekh said to Yitzchak, "Move



OU Israel Center TT 1297  t   page 19  q   TO-L'DOT 5779

054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

motti@mrashkelon | www.mrashkelon.com

away from us; you have become too
powerful for us." 

So Yitzchak moved away from there
and encamped in the Valley of Gerar
and settled there. Yitzchak reopened
the wells that had been dug in the time
of his father Avraham, which the
Philistines had stopped up after
Avraham died, and he gave them the
same names his father had given them.

Yitzchak's servants dug in the valley
and discovered a well of fresh water
there. But the herdsmen of Gerar
quarrelled with Yitzchak's herdsmen
and said, "The water is ours!" So he
named the well Esek, because they
disputed with him. Then they dug
another well, but they quarrelled over
that one also; so he named it Sitnah. He
moved on from there and dug another
well, and no one quarrelled over it. He
named it Rechovot, saying, "Now the
Lord has given us room and we will
flourish in the land." (26:12-22)

There are three aspects of this passage
worthy of careful attention. The first is
the intimation it gives us of what will
later be the turning point of the fate of
the Israelites in Egypt. Avimelech says,
"you have become too powerful for us."
Centuries later, Pharaoh says, at the
beginning of the book of Sh'mot,
"Behold, the people of the children of
Israel are greater in number and power
than we are. Come on, let us deal wisely
with them, lest they multiply and it
come to pass, when there befall any
war, that they join also with our
enemies and fight against us, and so
get them up out of the land" (1:9-10).
The same word, ATZUM, "power/

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
http://www.mrashkelon.com
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powerful", appears in both cases. Our
passage signals the birth of one of the
deadliest of human phenomena, anti-
semitism.

Antisemitism is in some respects
unique. It is, in Robert Wistrich's phrase,
the world's longest hatred. [Robert S.
Wistrich, Anti-Semitism: The Longest
Hatred (New York: Schocken, 1991).]

No other prejudice has lasted so long,
mutated so persistently, attracted such
demonic myths, or had such devas-
tating effects. But in other respects it is
not unique, and we must try to
understand it as best we can.

One of the best books about anti-
semitism, is in fact not about antisemi-
tism at all, but about similar phenom-
ena in other contexts, Amy Chua's
World on Fire. [Amy Chua, World on
Fire: How Exporting Free Market
Democracy Breeds Ethnic Hatred and
Global Instability (New York: Anchor
Books, 2004)]

Her thesis is that any conspicuously
successful minority will attract envy
that may deepen into hate and provoke
violence. All three conditions are
essential. The hated group must be
conspicuous, for otherwise it would not
be singled out. It must be successful,
for otherwise it would not be envied.
And it must be a minority, for otherwise
it would not be attacked.

All three conditions were present in the
case of Yitzchak. He was conspicuous:
he was not a Philistine, he was different
from the local population as an out-
sider, a stranger, someone with a
different faith. He was successful: his
crops had succeeded a hundredfold, his
flocks and herds were large, and the
people envied him. And he was a
minority: a single family in the midst of
the local population. All the ingredients
were present for the distillation of
hostility and hate.

There is more. Another profound
insight into the conditions that give rise
to antisemitism was given by Hannah
Arendt in her book The Origins of
Totalitarianism (the section has been
published separately as Anti-Semi-
tism). [Hannah Arendt, Anti-Semitism
(part one of The Origins of Totalitarian-
ism), (Harcourt Brace and Company,
1979).]

Hostility to Jews becomes dangerous,
she argued, not when Jews are strong,
but when they are weak.

This is deeply paradoxical because, on
the face of it, the opposite is true. A
single thread runs from the Philistines'
reaction to Yitzchak and Pharaoh's to
the Israelites, to the myth concocted in
the late nineteenth century, known as
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. [The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion was a

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
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forgery, produced by a Russian journal-
ist at the end of the nineteenth century,
claiming that there was a Jewish con-
spiracy to achieve world domination.
The classic work on the subject is
Norman Cohn, Warrant for Genocide:
The Myth of the Jewish World-Conspir-
acy and the Protocols of the Elders of
Zion (New York: Harper & Row, 1966).
See also Hadassa Ben-Itto, The Lie That
Wouldn't Die: The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion (London: Vallentine
Mitchell, 2005)]

It says that Jews are powerful, too
powerful. They control resources. They
are a threat. They must be removed.

Yet, says Arendt, antisemitism did not
become dangerous until they had lost
the power they had once had:

When Hitler came to power, the
German banks were already almost
Judenrein (and it was here that Jews
had held key positions for more than a
hundred years) and German Jewry as a
whole, after a long steady growth in
social status and numbers, was declin-
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ing so rapidly that statisticians pre-
dicted its disappearance in a few
decades. [Ibid., 4]

The same was true in France:

The Dreyfus affair exploded not under
the Second Empire, when French Jewry
was at the height of its prosperity and
influence, but under the Third Republic
when Jews had all but vanished from
important positions. [Ibid., 4-5]

Antisemitism is a complex, protean
phenomenon because antisemites
must be able to hold together two
beliefs that seem to contradict one
another: Jews are so powerful that they
should be feared, and at the same time
so powerless that they can be attacked
without fear.

It would seem that no one could be so
irrational as to believe both of these
things simultaneously. But emotions
are not rational, despite the fact that
they are often rationalised, for there is a
world of difference between rationality
and rationalisation (the attempt to give
rational justification for irrational
beliefs).

So, for example, in the twenty-first
century we can find that (a) Western
media are almost universally hostile to
Israel, and (b) otherwise intelligent
people claim that the media are
controlled by Jews who support Israel:
the same inner contradiction of per-
ceived powerlessness and ascribed
power.

Arendt summarises her thesis in a
single, telling phrase which links her
analysis to that of Amy Chua. What
gives rise to antisemitism is, she says,

the phenomenon of "wealth without
power". That was precisely the position
of Yitzchak among the Philistines.

There is a second aspect of our passage
that has had reverberations through
the centuries: the self-destructive
nature of hate. The Philistines did not
ask Yitzchak to share his water with
them. They did not ask him to teach
them how he (and his father) had
discovered a source of water that they -
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residents of the place - had not. They
did not even simply ask him to move
on. They "stopped up" the wells, "filling
them with earth". This act harmed them
more than it harmed Yitzchak. It
robbed them of a resource that would,
in any case, have become theirs, once
the famine had ended and Yitzchak had
returned home.
More than hate destroys the hated, it
destroys the hater. In this case too,
Yitzchak and the Philistines were a
portent of what would eventually
happen to the Israelites in Egypt. By the
time of the plague of locusts, we read:
Pharaoh's offcials said to him, "How
long will this man be a snare to us? Let
the people go, so that they may
worship the Lord their God. Do you not
yet realise that Egypt is ruined?"
(Sh'mot 10:7)
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In effect they said to Pharaoh: you may
think you are harming the Israelites. In
fact you are harming us.

Both love and hate, said Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai, "upset the natural order"
(mekalkelet et hashurah). [B'reishit
Rabbah 55:8] They are irrational. They
make us do things we would not do
otherwise. In today's Middle East, as so
often before, those intent on destroy-
ing their enemies end by doing great
harm to their own interests, their own
people.

Third, Yitzchak's response remains the
correct one today. Defeated once, he
tries again. He digs another well; this
too yields opposition. So he moves on
and tries again, and eventually finds
peace.

How fitting it is that the town that
today carries the name Yitzchak gave
the site of this third well, is the home of
the Weizmann Institute of Science, the
Faculty of Agriculture of the Hebrew
University, and the Kaplan hospital,
allied to the Medical School of the
Hebrew University. Israel Belkind, one
of the founders of the settlement in
1890, called it Rechovot precisely
because of the verse in our parsha: "He
named it Rechovot, saying, Now the
Lord has given us room and we will
flourish in the land."

Yitzchak is the least original of the three
patriarchs. His life lacks the drama of
Avraham or the struggles of Yaakov. We
see in this passage that Yitzchak
himself did not strive to be original. The
text is unusually emphatic on the point:
Yitzchak "reopened the wells that had
been dug in the time of his father

mailto:Shmuel34@hotmail.com
http://www.freshcoatpainters.co.il
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Avraham, which the Philistines had
stopped up after Avraham died, and he
gave them the same names his father
had given them." Normally we strive to
individuate ourselves by differentiating
ourselves from our parents. We do
things differently, or even if we don't,
we give them different names. Yitzchak
was not like this. He was content to be
a link in the chain of generations,
faithful to what his father had started.
Yitzchak represents the faith of persis-
tence, the courage of continuity. He
was the first Jewish child, and he
represents the single greatest chal-
lenge of being a Jewish child: to
continue the journey our ancestors
began, rather than drifting from it,
thereby bringing the journey to an end
before it has reached its destination.
And Yitzchak, because of that faith, was
able to achieve the most elusive of
goals, namely peace - because he never
gave up. When one effort failed, he
began again. So it is with all great
achievements: one part originality, nine
parts persistence.

I find it moving that Yitzchak, who
underwent so many trials, from the
binding when he was young, to the
rivalry between his sons when he was
old and blind, carries a name that
means, "He will laugh". Perhaps the

name - given to him by God Himself
before Yitzchak was born - means what
the Psalm means when it says, "Those
who sow in tears will reap with joy"
(126:5). Faith means the courage to
persist through all the setbacks, all the
grief, never giving up, never accepting
defeat. For at the end, despite the
opposition, the envy and the hate, lie
the broad spaces, Rechovot, and the
laughter, Yitzchak: the serenity of the
destination after the storms along the
way. ;
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From the Ohr HaChayim
by Jacob Solomon

There was a famine in the Land…
G-d appeared to Yitzchak and He
said: "Do not go down to Egypt…
live in this land and I will be with
you and bless you, for I will give all
these lands to you and to your
descendants" (26:1-3).

The Ramban (to 12:6) presents and
reiterates the fundamental theme of
ma she'ira l'avot siman l'banim: what
happened to the Avot indicates what
will happen to their descendants. For
example Avraham and Sarah left
Canaan and made their way to Egypt
because of the famine, Sara was
taken captive, G-d plagued Par'oh

and his household, and then he and
his people loaded Avraham with
wealth and urged him out of the
country. Similarly Ya'akov and his
family were to move to Egypt for the
same reason, Par'oh and his people
would take them as captives and
then enslave them, G-d would
impose the plagues, and then the
Egyptians would load the Israelites
with their wealth and urge them out
on their way with all possible speed.

Likewise, as the Ramban elaborates,
G-d told Yitzchak to "live in this land"
(which today would correspond to
coastal areas including Ashdod and
Ashkelon) that was then under
Philistine rather than Canaanite
control, as it was in due course to
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become part of Eretz Israel. It may be
suggested that Yitzchak's settling
there was also a sign to the Israelites
in the future; that they were to
inhabit all areas of Eretz Israel, not
just those lands that were nearest to
the "place that G-d chooses"
(D'varim 12:5). Even that region,
where "the land is difficult and the
indigenous population is difficult"
(Rashi to 26:12).

The Ohr HaChayim follows the
approach of the Ramban, adding
that Yitzchak's farming that land was
performing a kinyan (an act of
acquiring it) for the future. Indeed,
this is the only time that Avot left
their traditional occupation of
pastoral nomads and actually farmed
the land: "Yitzchak sowed in that
land, and in that year he reaped a
hundred-fold; and G-d blessed him"
(26:12). The Ohr HaChayim explains
that the blessing not only included
the extraordinarily rich harvest, but
other good things as well: that the
produce wouldn't suffer the conse-
quences of the envy of the local
populace, and that it would fetch a
good price on the market (Meiri). 

Following ma she'ira l'avot siman
l'banim, it can also be suggested that
Yitzchak's experience indicated what
was to happen in the future: when
the Israelites would keep the Torah,
G-d would "… command the
blessing for you in your grain
storehouses and in whatever you do"
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Mazal Tov to Shevet Moriah of Bnei Akiva of
North America on our upcoming reunion!
This Shabbat, Parshat Tol'dot, we celebrate
Israel's 70th birthday and our own 65th.

We met up when we were 14 years old attending Bnei
Akiva snifim around the U.S. and Canada. We got
together on Shabbatot and spent our summers in Camp
Moshava. Many of us spent the year after high school on
Hachshara on Religious kibbutzim or Yehivot.

We were imbued with a love for Israel, which included a
commitment to Aliya, love for the Torah and for Am
Yisrael. We were part of the movement to free Soviet
Jewry. We were taught that all Jews are interconnected
and the importance of community involvement

Many people who made important contributions to the
growth of Medinat Yisrael are former Bnei Akivaniks.

We developed life-long friendships. Over 100 of us will
be getting together to share memories and enjoy a
Shabbat together. Most of us are living in Israel but
some still live in the U.S. and Canada. They will be
joining us for the Shabbat. - NFC

!cr  inl er l  dixen

(D'varim 28:8). And
today, those in Jerusalem
doing their Friday
shopping in the Shuk
continue to experience
just that as a weekly
reminder. Indeed, many
people living in Israel on
very modest incomes do
not understand how
they nevertheless man-
age to keep going from
week to week in the face
of the realities of prices
and sudden expenses.
Perhaps indeed: "And
G-d blessed him"
includes his descen-
dants, many of us in-
cluded. n
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TO-L'DOT
Ask a Busy Person

I'm fairly certain that you have heard
this saying before: "If you want
something done, ask a busy person
to do it." It is a popular saying and is
attributed to all sorts of "wise
people," ranging from Benjamin
Franklin to Lucille Ball. Whatever its
original source, I'm convinced that
there is a great measure of truth to it.

Busy people are generally respon-
sible and reliable people. It, there-
fore, makes good sense to entrust
the tasks one wishes to accomplish
to such individuals. 

But I think it goes deeper than that. I
think that busy people are always
looking for new challenges, interest-
ing options, and opportunities to use
their intelligence and creativity, and
that is what makes them so valuable.

There are all sorts of reasons why
some individuals are not busy. Some
simply lack opportunity. Others have
been found to be incompetent and,
therefore, are not busy. 

But such individuals are not
"opposites" of the busy person. The
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busy person's "opposite" is the
individual who shirks new tasks, who
actively avoids new assignments,
who is reluctant to risk novelty and
uncertainty.

Where in the Torah can we find
mention of archetypes, or models, of
the busy person and of the one who
is determined not to be busy? I like
to suggest that we find such arche-
types in the persons of this week's
Torah portion, Toldot (B'reishit
25:19-28:9). I refer to Yaakov and
Eisav, and specifically to the
following passages:

Yaakov was cooking a lentil stew
when Eisav came in from the field,
exhausted.

Eisav said to Yaakov, "Pour some of
this red stuff down my throat
because I'm exhausted!" ... 

Yaakov said, "Sell me your birthright
(the privilege of performing the
sacrificial services carried out by the
firstborn)."

Eisav replied, "I am going to die, so
why do I need this birthright?" ... 

He sold his birthright to Yaakov. 

Yaakov gave bread and lentil stew to

Eisav, who ate and drank, and got up
and left. 

Eisav despised the birthright. 

(B'reishit 25:29-34, adapted from the
expanded translation of Rabbi Chaim
Miller)

At this point, you might find yourself
asking about the connection
between Yaakov and Eisav in this
narrative and the dichotomy I've
drawn between the busy man and
the man who shirks busyness. To
address your very legitimate
question, allow me to introduce you
to a very interesting Torah scholar
and his unique take on the
personalities of Yaakov and Eisav.

I refer to a man whom I had heard
about many years ago from my
childhood tutor, Rabbi Yaakov
Abramczyk. In his youth, Rabbi
Abramczyk was a student at the
Yeshiva of Novardik in pre-Holocaust
Lithuania. He survived the Holocaust,
but most of his fellow students did
not. He often spoke to me of one of
those fellow students, a man named
Rabbi Yitzchak Valdshain.

http://www.jonathanpollard.org
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I recently came across a book
entitled Torat Yitzchak, which
contains a biography of Rabbi
Valdshain, along with a few of the
Torah essays which he had
published in his lifetime. One of
those essays is devoted to this
week's parsha. It is entitled, "The
Devout Person Seeks Obligations".
That title intrigued me, and his
opening paragraphs intrigued me all
the more.

He distinguishes between two types
of religious personalities. One he
calls the "Eagle". Just as the Eagle
flies ever upward toward the sun, so
does the Eagle-personality seek
every opportunity to get closer to
the Almighty's service. He seeks to
learn about religious obligations of
which he was previously ignorant,
and he seeks to become involved in
new religious roles.

The other religious personality type
he terms the "Bat", the person who
not only does not fly toward the sun
but flies in the opposite direction,
away from the sun's rays, toward the
darkness in which he is most com-
fortable. This person is satisfied with
the religious obligations that are
familiar to him and wants to remain
oblivious to the other duties that
might be out there. He is comfort-
able in his current role and does not
wish to even hear of new possibil-
ities, of new religious roles.

Rabbi Valdshain reminds us of a

passage in the Talmud that illus-
trates these two opposite tenden-
cies. It reads:

The later generations are different
from the earlier ones. The earlier
ones would bring their newly
harvested crops through the wide
front doors of their homes and
courtyards, so that they could
proudly perform the obligation to
tithe their crops. Later generations
brought their crops through
rooftops, alleyways, and side
entrances in order to exempt those
crops from tithes. (Talmud Bavli,
B'rachot 35b, loosely translated.)

The earlier generations were
"Eagles", flying upward toward the
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sun and performing the good deeds
far beyond the minimal standards.
Later generations deteriorated to the
level of "Bats", doing what they
could to evade, albeit within the
letter of the law, unwanted obliga-
tions.

Rabbi Valdshain elaborates upon the
differences between the two person-
alities. As I understand it, his "Eagle"
is like our busy man, who is ever alert
to new responsibilities, who rises to
every new occasion, and who
constantly broadens the sphere of
his experience. 

Of course, Rabbi Valdshain is
concerned with the man who is busy
with religious affairs, but from a
psychological perspective, his analy-
sis can easily be applied to any area
of human activity.

Rabbi Valdshain's "Bat" is not a bad
person. He is a complacent person.
One might even say that he is a
self-satisfied person. 

Taking the "Eagle/Bat" metaphor a
bit further, one can say that the
Eagle, because he is open to the
sun's radiance, is open to personal
growth. The Bat, however, hides
from the sun and so denies himself
personal growth opportunities.

For Rabbi Valdshain, this is the key
difference between the Yaakov and
Eisav. Yaakov actively seeks to
"purchase" the role of the firstborn.

He greatly desires the role of
sacrificial service, the challenges of
leadership, the expansion of his
spirituality, and the opportunities for
reaching out to others.

Eisav, on the other hand, eschews
new responsibilities and new
obligations. He is satisfied with lentil
stew, with the "red stuff", with his
basic physical needs. Sacrificial
service, the pressures of leadership,
challenging spiritual opportunities -
these are all mere burdens to him.
They are to be "despised". 

And so, "he eats and he drinks and
he gets up and he leaves."

These two personality types, the
"Eagle" and the "Bat", reside side by
side within each of us. There are
occasions when we fly upwards to
the sun and become responsible
busy people. There are also,
regrettably, moments when we
withdraw to the dark caverns of our
souls, avoid all sorts of possibilities,
and forfeit growth opportunities.

Rabbi Valdshain, may his memory be
blessed, urges us to be aware of
these tendencies within us all. He
implores us to suppress our inner
"Bat" and permit our inner "Eagle" to
soar. ��
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tt RIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music
Malchei Yisrael 5

 Jerusalem
02-538-8474

Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (CHAYEI SARA) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: She quickly lowered her jug

Issue number and sedra-related. Eliezer
approaches Rivka and asks for a drink.
She quickly lowered her jug... VAT'MA-
HEIR VATORED KADAH... 6+400+40+5+
200 (651) + 6+400+6+200+4 (616) +
20+4+5 (29) = 1296.

[2] He didn't get a YUD; his next
brother did

Sons of Ketura from Avraham number 3
and 4 of 6, were M'DAN and MIDYAN.

[3] Bus stop 34223 (in Modiin). Answer
is a number

Unless the information was available in
the internet, we really didn't expect
people to know that the bus stop in
question is in Modiin, at the intersec-
tion of Rechov Sara Imeinu and Rechov
Esther HaMalka. The answer is 127.

[4] What do Ra'ma, Yoktan, and Yokshan
have in common?

They each had a son named SH'VA. 

[5] MazalPic

Olive + r + (chess) Queen = Oliver
Queen, alter ego of The Green Arrow, a
fictional ARCHER, as in Mazal Kislev,
KESHET, The Archer, Sagittarius. \
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HANNI THE HOME ORGANIZER
I used to sell my products in the lobby of
Israel Center for many years. Now, I would
like to introduce you to my new business.

I have experience down-sizing
and helping others organize

their home

I am the perfect person to help
you. We do it together and I am

there to support you in every way

For more information contact me at:
hannihar@gmail.com • (02) 654-2155

Bikur Cholim -
A Real Life-Saver

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

We learn the mitzva of BIKUR CHO-
LIM from G-d's visit to Avraham after
his illness from his Brit Mila. Thus, the
Sefer Mitzvot Katan 47 counts BIKUR
CHOLIM as one of the 613 Mitzvot,
citing the verse "You shall walk in HIS
ways." (D'varim 28:9)

However, Rambam in Hilchot Evel 14
states that all specific acts of CHESED,
such as comforting mourners, BIKUR
CHOLIM and hosting guests are not
Torah Mitzvot, but rather Rabbinic
Mitzvot. But then he adds that these
Chesed Mitzvot are also under the
general Torah Mitzva of "Love your
friend as yourself." (Vayikra 19:18)
Thus, according to Rambam, BIKUR
CHOLIM is actually a TWO-FOR-
ONE. A Rabbinic Mitzva and a Torah
Mitzva, or as I call it, a TWO-FER.

Are non-Jews also obligated in the
Mitzva of BIKUR CHOLIM? The
Talmud in Nedarim 40 relates that a
student of Rabbi Akiva became very ill.
No one visited the student until Rabbi
Akiva himself visited and personally
attended to his needs. When Rabbi
Akiva left, his student called out,
"Rebbe, you have saved my life." Rabbi
Akive then stated, "Anyone who does
not visit the sick, is equal to a
murderer!"

This declaration of Rabbi Akiva is
codified by Rambam (Hlichot Evel
14:4). "BIKUR CHOLIM is a Mitzva
that is obligatory to ALL. Even people
of higher stature are required to visit
people of lower stature. Numerous
visits daily should be made to the sick
person, as long as this does not
inconvenience the patient. Whoever
visits the sick is considered to have
taken away part of the illness, and
whoever does not visit the sick is equal
to a murderer."

Since the prohibition of murder is one
of the Seven Noahide Mitzvot, perhaps
any requirement based on an
extension of the Mitzva not to murder,
such as formulated by Rambam, is also
obligatory upon non-Jews as well. Food
for thought. The Rambam does not
engage in hyperbole, therefore
according to Rambam, when we do
BIKUR CHOLIM we are actually
engaged in saving the person's life. u

mailto:hannihar@gmail.com
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '`  mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4  Shabbat Shiur - 3:00pm

Toldot • Nov 10th
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

Bava Kama - 3rd perek
This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur

is in tribute to Rabbi

Nov 11th • el qk 'b

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim

10:00am • L'Ayla
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Enhancing the Shabbat

10:15am
HAFTARA of the WEEK

Rabbi Aharon Adler

11:15am • L'Ayla
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

12:00 noon
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

Nov 12th • el qk 'c
9:15am

Mrs. Pearl Borow
The book(let) of Chavakuk

9:30am & 10:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail.com

10:30am
Rabbi A. Goldscheider

on Rav Kook zt"l

11:30am
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

see p. 43 top left

11:30am • 050-415-3239
Exercise with Sura Faecher

"Get Fit while You Sit"

Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur
Masechet GITTIN
Maariv • 5:30pm

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated
Discounted zeiqihxk

(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Rivka Fell for Yitzchak

Love at First Sight?

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See pages 66-67
for Video Schedule
and other programs
@ OU Israel Center

1:45pm
Rebbitzen Pearl Borow

Women in Tanach

2:45pm
Rabbi Zev Leff

Pirkei Avot

3:30pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Ruth: 02 6287359; Judy: 054-569-0410

7:00pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call 052-384-7230

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

Nov 13th • el qk 'd

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
A Study of Mitzvot

Tuesdays in November
from 9:00am • L'Ayla
MINI-MIDRASHA
See page 38 top

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

11:30am
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler
Contemporary Issues

For Nov 7th & 14th
(unless otherwise indicated)

9:15am
Rabbi Chanoch (Eli)

Ozarowski
R' Goldin resumes Nov 21

10:15am
Rabbi Azaria Berzon

Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa

Rabbi Manning will be
teaching on Nov 21 & 28

11:30am
Rabbi Ian Pear
Law & Order

see p.36 top

For Nov 8th & 15th
(unless otherwise indicated)

Nov 8th
Rosh Chodesh Seminar

8:45am-12:45pm

9:00am
Rabbi Ari Kahn

Parshat HaShavua

10:10am
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha
11:30am

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages in Chazal

12:15pm
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster
Ideological Reform

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

2:00pm & 3:00pm
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

7:00pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

7:00pm
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

The Meaning & Mission
of the Chosen People

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in
the Haftara and Parsha
Thank you to Yehuda Lave for

helping to make the shiur a reality

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

Resumes Nov 22nd
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Book of Daniel
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Please help us spread Torah to
Klal Yisrael by dedicating a shiur,
a day of learning, or an event at
the OU Israel Center - in honor of
a simcha, for a Refu'ah Sh'leima,

or in memory of a loved one.
For more information, contact

Chana at (02) 560-9102
or email:

cspivack@ouisrael.org

mailto:cspivack@ouisrael.org
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Join the new
OU Israel L'Ayla initiative

TIMEOUT FOR TORAH
a two-minute Parsha video
clip for women, featuring

OU Israel staff and teachers
To receive the clip by WhatsApp,

send a WhatsApp to

050-230-0477
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Walk through the Parsha
with Rabbi David Walk

Who is Yitzchak?
Did you ever read a book and want
to know more about a certain
character? This person is crucial to
the story, but the author hasn't given
you a feel for who they are. Not
every book is like War and Peace or
Les Miserables, where you know
more about every character than you
ever wanted to know. For example,
wouldn't you like to know more
about Felix Leiter, James Bond's CIA
sidekick? Or how about Gandolf the
Grey, who guides both Bilbo and
Frodo through their Middle Earth

adventures? Or, for that matter, Aunt
Lucy, who raised Paddington and
taught him about England? I love
that furry guy as much as he loves
marmalade. These are important
characters in whole series of books
and we barely scratch the surface of
their back story. I feel that way about
our Patriarch, Yitzchak. He's the one
in the middle, who gets lost in the
shuffle. We know he's really
important, but we're not sure exactly
why.
Avraham is featured in 14 chapters
of Breishit and Ya'akov appears in
more than half the book, 26 out of
50 chapters. Even though in much of
the latter portion of Breishit Yosef is
the main character, Ya'akov con-
tinues to dominate much of the
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action. Then there's Yitzchak. He
appears in six chapters, but is mostly
a secondary character even in those
six. He's even overshadowed in the
long description of his shidduch, by
Avraham's unnamed servant, no less.
It's hard to get dominated by
anonymity, but Yitzchak managed it.
In the end, there's only one chapter
in which Yitzchak is the main
character, and, so we turn to that
difficult episode to investigate our
hero.
In chapter 26, there is a famine just
as happened to his father, and is,
sadly, a feature of living on the edge
of the desert. Yitzchak assumes that
he will go down to Egypt, just like
dad. But God says, 'No!' This is the
only time the Bible records direct
communication between God and
Yitzchak, and it counters the central
tenet of his life: Emulate your father.

Instead he goes to Gerar, where the
king, Avimelech abducts Rivka. After
the difficult interaction with
Avimelech, which was similar to his
father's experience with this fellow,
he surveys his scene. What he
notices is that the wells Avraham
had dug have been filled in. There
are many interpretations of what
these wells represent. Perhaps it
hints at the Torah his father taught,
maybe sustaining the world with
spirituality or that his father made
physical improvements to the land.
As Freud said, 'Sometimes a well is
just a well.' In any case, Yitzchak

desires to return the land to its
appearance in the time of Avraham,
but it doesn't go well (get the pun?).
The first well digging brings a
confrontation with the neighbors,
and is called ESEK, which means
'involvement'. He was getting
involved with the locals, but they
undid his efforts. The second well is
worse, true enmity is aroused, and is
called SITNA or 'hatred'. Finally, he
digs a well and he is left alone and
he calls it RECHOVOT, or 'broad
spaces'.

What did Yitzchak expect? He
initially called the wells by the names
his father used. I believe that he
wanted to be a major force for good
in the community, just like dad. In
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the end, the best he could hope for
was peace and benign neglect from
his neighbors. He was never going to
be the dynamic, charismatic leader
of men his father was.

There was one area in which he
believed that he could improve
upon his father's performance.
Yitzchak regretted the alienation of
Yishmael, for which he felt
responsible. When he met Rivka
falling off her camel, he was coming
from Be'er Lechai Ro'i, which is
apparently where Yishmael lived.
And after he buried Avraham
together with Yishmael, he went
back to live there. He wanted a
reconciliation, which never hap-
pened. He was adamant that this
wouldn't happen to his family.

Fast forward to chapter 27 verse 33.
Eisav has just come from the field
with the delicacies which Yitzchak
loved. But the blessing of wealth and
power had already been granted to
Ya'akov. The verse records that he
'trembled a great trembling'. What
caused this violent reaction to the
misappropriation of blessings? Rashi
records the Midrash that he
shuddered so, because the maws of
Gehennom opened beneath him. I
think that he realized that Ya'akov
and Eisav were in a worse filial
relationship that even he and
Yishmael. There would be no area in
which he could improve on
Avraham.

So, what is the great accomplish-
ment of Yitzchak? What earned him
his place in the exclusive list of
Patriarchs? In a word, continuity.

It wasn't a shortcoming to constantly
strive to emulate Avraham. It is
exactly what the nation needed at
that moment in history. It's not easy
to be an And Son. Many offspring
throughout history ran away from
the accomplishments and innova-
tions of their famous parents.
Yitzchak understood that for the
Abrahamic revolution to endure
there must be continuity. Without
that, his father's legacy would have
been a footnote, God forbid. About
500 years after Avraham, Pharaoh
Achnaton attempted to bring a form
of monotheism (based on the sun
god, Aton) to Egypt. It failed because
the next generation didn't commit to
the innovation. Revolutions often
succeed or fail based on the
behavior of the next in line.

Today, in our generation, we need
more Yitzchak. Yitzchak represents
the character trait of GEVURA
(strength), because he held fast to
his positions. After losing much of a
generation to the Holocaust, we
need the steadfast character of
Yitzchak to carry on and keep the
flame Avraham lit alive. Even here in
Israel, more than we need innova-
tion, we need preservation. So, in the
final analysis who is Yitzchak? He is
us. And may we be true to his
courage, to be an And Son. z
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Schocketin
o Catering

Under the
supervision

of
u-Israel
Mehadrin

Pareve
and
Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Bar/Bat M itzva
Sheva Bracho t
Anniversary

Family ga thering

Rabbi Kahana's articles www.nachmankahana.com

Nachi Realty • 054-461-3943
• New on the Market Aminadav street - next to the

First Station, 4 rooms, 108m, elevator, parking,
storage room, renovated 2,690,000NIS

• New building in Baka, 2-5 rooms, spacious units
with Mirpesot, parking, storage room, Shabbat
elevators. Prices start at 1,590,000NIS

• Katamon, Aharoni St, right near the Shtiblach, 
4 room, 90m, small stone building, 1 floor up
with a mirpeset and parking. Only 2,890,000NIS
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in the areas of Kashrut, Jewish Law and Values. Some
of them are answered by Eretz Hemda, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel
and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt"l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National
Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz
Hemdah... and OU Israel's Torah Tidbits.

00 Yishmael; 01 Yaakov, Eisav; 10 Adam, No'ach, Sheim, B'nei No'ach, Terach, Yitzchak, Aharon; 11 Peretz, Heaven & Earth

Announcements 
before Amida of Ma'ariv

Question: : I thought that at Ma'ariv
of Rosh Chodesh (or other times there is
something new to say), the gabbai calls
out "Ya'aleh V'Yavo" (=YVY) before
Shemoneh Esrei. But in many shuls,
someone just bangs. Which way is
correct?

Answer: While all agree that
semichat geula litfilla (connecting the
b'racha of "Ga'al Yisrael" to Shemoneh
Esrei) is important at Shacharit, not all
agree regarding Ma'ariv (see B'rachot
9b). Since the conclusion is that it does
apply at Ma'ariv, one may not talk
before Shemoneh Esrei of Ma'ariv
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim
236:2). 

Nevertheless, the Rashba (Shut I, 293)
justified a minhag to call out "Rosh
Chodesh" before Shemoneh Esrei at
night. He reasons that talking for the
needs of t'filla is not considered a
hefsek and that the fact that Ma'ariv is
an optional prayer reduces the severity
of such a break. Indeed we rule that

pertinent announcements are per-
mitted at Ma'ariv (Shulchan Aruch
ibid.), but not at Shacharit (Taz, OC
114:2). 

The Maharashal (see Bach, OC 236)
disagrees with the Rashba. He argues
that the only speech permitted
between geula and t'filla is reciting
things instituted by the Rabbis (such as
Hashkiveinu). He posits that Ma'ariv is
no longer optional because Klal Yisrael
accepted it as binding, and that in any
case, in the midst of t'filla, even if it
were optional, one may not make a
break. The Mishna Berura is among
those who bring no dissenters on the
Shulchan Aruch's permission to
announce YVY at Ma'ariv, and this is
the standard approach presented by
contemporary Ashkenazi t'filla com-
pendiums (see Ishei Yisrael 28:24;
Tefilla K'hilchata 19:20).

Some poskim, though, cite minhagim
which do not permit calling out "YVY".
The K'tzot HaShulchan (27:5) cites the
Ba'al HaTtanya's siddur as forbidding
it; the Kaf HaChayim (OC 236:17) says
that the minhag in Yerushalayim was
against it, and the Yalkut Yosef (OC
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422:2) rules this way. One explanation
(see Kaf HaChayim ibid.) of these
counter minhagim is that they are
concerned that the Maharashal, not
the Rashba, is right. It is perhaps more
likely that it is a shame to allow
speaking when there are effective,
preferable alternatives.

As you mentioned, many suffice with
simple banging, as in many shuls
everyone understands what they are
hinting at. Producing sounds, like
other forms of non-speech hints, is not
a hefsek in davening except for in
Shemoneh Esrei and the first parsha
of Kri'at Sh'ma (Shulchan Aruch, OC
653:6; Mishna Berura 104:1). It is likely
that the minhag of banging developed
not as a rejection of the possibility of
announcing, but out of a realization
that, in some shuls, it is unnecessary.

Another alternative (see Magen
Avraham 114:2, in a related context;
Kaf HaChayim ibid.) is for one who
gets up to YVY in Shemoneh Esrei to
remind others by saying those words
out loud. While one generally should
not daven Shemoneh Esrei out loud, it
is permitted for one davening at home
when there is a reason for it (Shulchan
Aruch, OC 101:2). In shul we are
concerned that this will disturb others
(ibid.). However, it is hard to have such

an objection when one person is saying
two words to help the tzibur. An
advantage of this system is that the
reminder comes closer to the time
people recite YVY, and is in that way
more effective. Do note that some
consider saying words of Shemoneh
Esrei out loud to be disrespectful (see
opinions in Dirshu 422:2), at least if
not done by someone appropriate like
a gabbai or the chazan (Halichot
Shlomo, Mo'adim p. 1). There is often a
technical problem - if the one saying
out loud does not start early or daven
faster than others, many will get to
YVY before him.

In summary, there are three legitimate
ways to remind people to recite YVY,
each with advantages and disadvan-
tages, some of which depend on the
shul (e.g., if people understand the
bang). Since people have seen each
system, many shuls develop a
hodgepodge of practices, which is
neither great nor terrible. If the rav
has not set a policy, any alternative is
fine.
Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute
Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical Court:
077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

Support Groups                                                                        Rabbi Gideon Weitzman
I recently returned from the Annual Meeting of the American Society for Reproductive
Medicine that was held this year in Denver. Almost ten thousand people gathered
from all over the world for several days to learn about new research and to discuss
fertility from a scientific, medical and psychological angle.
I have attended these meetings for several years and it is fascinating to go from being
one of the only people wearing a kippah to today where there are many. Some are
counselors and Rabbis, some are physicians and medical professionals and some work
in drug companies and other connected industries. The Jewish community is showing
a greater interest in fertility and is interested in learning more about the available
technologies and to meet the experts in the field.
In the next few weeks we will discuss some of the interesting lectures and papers that
were presented. One paper presented by a group from Connecticut compared
professionally lead support groups to those run by lay people. The former seems to be
more attractive since the attendees gain from the knowledge and expertise of the
professional. The lay-run group can lack professional guidance but does offer peer
support by other people undergoing fertility treatment.
The paper looked at an in-house internet based group run by two women who are not
medical professionals. Unlike professionally run groups that find it difficult to recruit
participants, their group was constantly well attended for over ten years.
They asked 82 women about their preference for the lay-lead or the professionally run
group. 82% of the women were more comfortable attending the lay group, 74% liked
having somewhere to go to in the evenings and 82% liked the free dinners at the
meetings. Almost half of the women felt that there is a stigma associated with
psychotherapy and so the lay-lead group presented less of a problem for them.
These findings are important for professionals dealing with couples undergoing
fertility treatment but also contain a message for other communal forum such as
synagogues. Each community contains couples that are undergoing fertility
treatment and they may well be looking for a forum to share their concerns, fears and
feelings. This does not have to be run by a professional and, in fact, it may be
preferable that it be lay-run. Women may just be looking for a place to come and talk
and eat together with other people who are non-judgmental and just offer a friendly
word and camaraderie.
I know of some such groups in various communities world-wide and they are very
successful. Maybe other synagogues can consider setting up similar programs to
provide a much needed forum for these couples. You do not need to be an expert you
just have to do it.  

http://www.puahonline.org
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This Week in
Jewish History

Highlights from "The Israel Bible"

6 Kislev
Yahrzeit of David Ben Gurion a"h

David Ben-Gurion (1886-1973) was
born in Poland and immigrated to Israel
in 1906. He is considered Israel's
"founding father", as he formally
declared the establishment of the State
on May 14, 1948, and was the first to
sign the Israeli Declaration of Indepen-
dence which he helped write. Ben-
Gurion was the first Prime Minister of
the State of Israel, serving from May
1948 - January 1954, and again from
November 1955 - June 1963.

In a speech given in 1944 to a
gathering of youth groups in Haifa,
David Ben Gurion referred to the the
following verse as an example of how
Judaism serves as a paradigm of a
society built on morality, peace and
love:

You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against your countrymen. Love
your fellow as yourself: I am Hashem
(Vayikra 19:18)

Ben Gurion said: "Ours was a tiny nation
inhabiting a small country, and there
have been many tiny nations and many
small countries, but ours was a tiny
nation possessed of a great spirit; an
inspired people that believed in its
pioneering mission to all men, in the
mission that had been preached by the
prophets of Israel. This people gave the
world great and eternal moral truths
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Jonathan Rosenblum, DPM
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

and commandments. This people rose
to prophetic visions of the unity of the
Creator with His creation, of the dignity
and infinite worth of the individual
because every man is created in the
divine image, of social justice, universal
peace, and love: 'Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself.' This people was
the first to prophesy about 'the end of
days', the first to see the vision of a new
human society." 

Even though Ben-Gurion was not a
religious Jew, he was deeply influenced
by the Bible, which had a profound
impact on his outlook and his actions
on behalf of the Jewish State.

"If an expert says it can't be done, get
another expert." - David Ben-Gurion

8 Kislev
Yahrzeit of Golda Meir a"h

Golda Meir (1898-1978) was born in
Kiev, and immigrated first to the United
States and then to Israel in 1921. She
served as Israel's fourth Prime Minister
from March 1969 - June 1974, the only
woman to have held this position to
date.

And who is like Your people Yisrael, a
unique nation on Earth, whom Hashem
went and redeemed as His people,
winning renown for Yourself for great
and marvelous deeds, driving out
nations before Your people whom You
redeemed from Egypt (Divrei Hayamim
Alef 17:21)

In this verse, Israel is referred to not
only as a "people" but as a "singular
nation on earth." Throughout history,
the unique character of the Jewish
people has been variously described,
by friend and foe alike, as a people, a
nation, a religion and even a race. It is
hard to pin down the exact nature of
the Jewish people, but it certainly
seems to contain elements of both
nationality and spirituality that deeply
connect Jews with one another. 

During the first bloody week of the
Yom Kippur War in 1973, a soldier
stationed on the Golan Heights asked
Prime Minister Golda Meir about the
many casualties Israel had suffered, "I
know we will win, but is all our sacrifice
worthwhile?" The Prime Minister
replied, "If our sacrifices are for our-
selves, then no. But if for the sake of the
whole Jewish people, then I believe
with all my heart that any price is
worthwhile." Her message was that the
State of Israel would serve as a safe
haven not only for Israelis, but for the
entire People of Israel all over the
world. Indeed, "who is like Your people
Yisrael?"

"Those who don't know how to weep
with their whole heart, don't know how
to laugh either." - Golda Meir

"The Israel Bible" is edited by Rabbi Tuly Weisz and
co-published by Israel365 & Koren Jerusalem's Menorah
Books and was the #1 new release Bible on Amazon 
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You shall love HaShem
with all your possessions

by Dr. Meir Tamari

COMPETITION 2

Nevertheless, the problem persists as
whether one may open a similar
business near another Jew's operation.
This is distinct from the ecological
limitation of noise and overcrowding
caused by customers which is a cost
that neighbors do not have to bear;
and to which they can object. 

In favor of business restriction there is
the argument of hasagat gvul.
Originally this biblical restriction was
expressed relevant to the borders of
agricultural ground but was later
applied also to any source of
undertaking. It seems that in the main
the halacha considered the size of the
market in its decisions. Where the
market was seen as large enough to
support newcomers, entry was free
since there was no moral reason why
the veterans should benefit solely
because they had been first. This
freedom was always conditional on the
newcomers sharing in the tax burden.
However, where the market was
restricted or small, free entry was
usually denied even if the newcomers
were willing to pay their share of
taxation. Halacha did not recognize the
reality of the economists argument
that markets are really unlimited
because newcomers would always be
attracted by the abnormal profits
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made by the veterans. Therefore there
would always remain this halakhic
problem of free entry.

Since the halachic treatment of this
issue is very varied only a selection of
some decisions are given here but it is
important that this should be a major
area of our Torah study. Hashem
considered it so fundamental that He
devoted over 100 of His mitzvot to our
use and possession of wealth.

The dwellers in a courtyard [regarded
as a communal entity with specific
rights and obligations] can prevent
each other from operating as a tailor,
or a tanner, or any other artisan.
However, if a similar craftsman
already operates and they did not
protest, or if there was a bathhouse, or
store, or mill, and another comes and
wishes to open a bathhouse, then one

of them cannot protest and say to him,
"You deprive me of my livelihood." 

If, however, a non-citizen comes, in
order to open a store alongside the
[existing] store or a bathhouse
alongside the bathhouse, they can
prevent him. However, if he partici-
pates in the king's taxes, then they
cannot prevent him. Using this as a
yardstick, exporters from cheap labor
economies may be required to pay the
local taxes of the importing country. It
is a basic concept in the halachic
treatment of competition that the
reduction in prices be one which can
be emulated. Non-payment of taxes
gives the competitor an advantage
which cannot be duplicated by the
local merchants, no matter how
efficient or cost-conscious they are. 
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The tradesmen who wander between
the villages cannot be prevented from
doing so, even though they constitute
competition for the town merchants.
This is an enactment of Ezra who
returned with the Jewish Exiles from
BabyIon at the rebuilding of the
Second Temple. The enactment
permits them to travel and sell their
wares so that the daughters of Israel
may be able to buy perfumes. However,
they may not settle in the town without
permission from the people of the city. 

The merchants who bring goods to sell
in the villages can be prevented by the
people of the village from selling
directly in the fashion of the [town]
merchants. However, if they come to
sell only on the market days, [they
cannot be prevented]. This only applies
if they sell in the marketplace, but they
may not go from house to house
[which increases the competition] 

A talmid chacham may settle wherever
he wishes since that increases Torah
knowledge. In Judaism, Torah scholars
are regarded as a public asset and
therefore steps were taken to
encourage the growth in their number
and their settlement in Jewish
communities. In effect, the increased
competition which flows from such
settlement is a cost which the
townspeople have to bear as part of
their obligation to study Torah. To the
scholar, such rights constitute a
subsidy. Shulchan Aruch, Choshen
Mishpat 156:5-7

If there is a contract stipulating the

order of dismissal, or if there is a local
custom [an important halakhic
principle that offers the protection in
the absence of a specific contract],
these have to be followed. Lacking
such arrangements, the workers are in
a situation similar to that of two
partners who wish to divide up their
common property; in our case, the
work. The workers can each do half a
day's work, thus dividing the wages
between them [a practice often
followed by workers when they decide
to accept a cut in wages in exchange
for the retention of every worker's
job.] Alternatively, one can say to the
other, "Buy my share or sell me yours."
[In effect, this recognizes the veteran
workers property rights in the place of
employment.] Iggrot Moshe, CM 1:81 w

mailto:Madar@netvision.net.il
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TO-L'DOT

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
ARNONA 3 bedroom apt, 1.5 floor, 5 min walk from
Baka , fully renovated, balcony, only 2,150,000NIS 
ARNONA - New Bldg 2 bedrooms 80m, Shabbat
elevator, parking, amazing view of jerusalem, 2 bathrms,
light& airy, private heating, a/c
ARNONA  - Korei Hadorot St, 2 bedroom apartment,
81m, amazing renovation, spacious, second floor,
balcony, huge storage, parking
ARNONA  - Leib Yaffe St. amazing townhouse, 
4 bedrooms, very light & sunny, 50m balcony, view,
parking, storage, elevator, atractive price, close to shuls
and transportation
KIRYAT SHMUEL - Aluf Simchoni St. 
- best deal of the year  - 1.5 bedrooms 
(can converted to 2 bedrooms), only 8 steps, easy access,
fully renovation, good location, only 1,690.000NIS

OLD KATAMON  - 3 bedrooms 90m, 1.5 floor, fully
renovation, parking, under floor heating, a/c, amazing
location, very serious buyers only 2,790,000NIS

BAKA Amazing Investment  - 2 bedrooms apt,
72m, ground floor, easy access, good location, 
only 1,670,000NIS

077-215-1200

Here's the count of names in
the sedra: Avraham is men-
tioned 13 times; Sara, zero.
Yitzchak 39 times. Eisav 35. 

Rivka 13 times. Lavan 4. B'tuel 3. Yishmael 2.
Avimelech is mentioned 7 times. Machalat
once and Nevayot once. HaShem 14+2.

LOOKALIKES
Readers and commentators have long
been puzzled about the opening
words of the parsha: "This is the
history of Yitzchak the son of
Avraham - Avraham begat Yitzchak"
(B'reishit 25:19).
If Yitzchak was the son of Avraham, it
follows that Avraham begat Yitzchak.
Why do we need to be told what is
obvious?
Rashi's explanation, following, as
usual, the more ancient interpreters,

is that some of that generation
suspected that Avraham was not
really the father, so God gave father
and son similar facial features to
prevent any misunderstanding.

A Chassidic homily quotes the
rabbinic view that the history of
righteous people is their record of
good deeds, which may imply that
the good deeds you do must be
counted amongst your progeny.

Immortality comes not only through
your biological descendants, but also
through what you do for the world,
for God, for other people.

In a metaphorical sense, your good
deeds look like you.
Rabbi Apple served for 32 years as the chief minister
of the Great Synagogue, Sydney - Australia's oldest
and most prestigious congregation. He was
Australia's highest profile rabbi and held many public
roles. Retired, he now lives in Jerusalem. Rabbi Apple
is president of the RCA Israel Region. He blogs at
www.oztorah.com

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
http://www.hemed-nadlan.co.il
http://www.oztorah.com
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��  We must take things as they come, but that does not mean that we must leave them
that way.

from "A Candle by Day" by Rabbi Shraga Silverstein z"l • www.createspace.com/4492905

http://www.createspace.com/4492905
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00 Yishmael; 01 Yaakov, Eisav; 10 Adam, No'ach, Sheim, B'nei No'ach, Terach, Yitzchak, Aharon; 11 Peretz, Heaven & Earth

Orla: Part Four
Orla Fruit is Forbidden Outside
of Israel Too!
by Rabbi Moshe Bloom, Torah VeHa'aretz Institute

Visit our website www.toraland.org.il/en

What an oxymoron: ORLA is a mitzva tied to the Land of Israel, so how could it
apply abroad?!

The Mishna (Kidushin 1:9) states that ORLA is an exception: "All mitzvot tied to
the Land of Israel apply only in the Land … except for ORLA and kilei hakerem
[which also apply abroad]."

The Gemara (Kidushin 39a) goes so far as to state:

Whoever says that ORLA does not apply outside the Land of Israel will have
neither child nor grandchild "who casts line for the lot in the congregation of
Hashem" (Micha 2:5) … ORLA outside the Land of Israel is a precept
transmitted to Moshe at Sinai.

ORLA in the Land of Israel is a biblical prohibition, while abroad it is a halacha
L'Moshe miSinai (closer to d'oraita severity than d'rabanan). Both Rambam and
Shulchan Aruch rule accordingly.

However, there is a major difference inside and outside the Land of Israel when
it comes to safek ORLA: if ORLA status is in doubt outside of Israel, it is
permitted (Mishna ORLA 3:9, also Shulchan Aruch §294:9).

Abroad, as long as I don't actually see the fruit being harvested from an ORLA
tree, I may eat it. While I may not eat fruit from my tree during its ORLA years,
outside Israel if someone gives me fruit from their tree - even if it might be
ORLA - it is still permissible to eat. And if I buy fruit from a store, I can eat it
even if I know that the vast majority of fruit is ORLA.

There aren't many Jewish farmers living outside Israel, and many Jews live in
apartment buildings and don't have gardens with trees. This is why, I believe,
most observant Jews are not aware of the prohibition, although it definitely
applies abroad.

http://www.toraland.org.il/en
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ELAZAR HAMODA’I , bet. German and Greek
Colonies - Quaint 2 bedroom apt currently being
expanded via Tama 38, balcony, elevator. Excellent
investment! Asking 1,650,000NIS

DOSTAI, border of Old Katamon - Gorgeous
penthouse, 215m with private Shabbat elevator and
parking, 2 huge succah terraces with gorgeous view,
5 bedrooms. 

BAK’A, Rivka  - Newly built, classic 3 room
apartment, master bedroom, succah balcony,
elevator and completely wheelchair accessible.
Walking distance to Hadar mall, First station and
Emek Refaim. Asking 1,900,000NIS

GERMAN COLONY IN ITALIAN COMPLEX,
Hildesheimer - Approx 160m penthouse with 3
spacious bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms and 3 succah
balconies, 2 parking spots, storage and 4 exposures.
Plus, an adjacent roof of about 170m all on one level.
Building rights. Most unique deal on the market
today!

For SALE in the heart of OLD KATAMON  - close to
the Shteiblach, Palmach and HaLamed Hei. Quiet
street, gorgeous ground fl apartment with outdoor
access, option for small front garden in use, in total
move-in condition. Spacious property of over 110m,
3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, large registered storage
room. Strengthened against earthquakes, beautifully
and elegantly renovated for full time living. 
NOW asking 3,680,000NIS

YISRAELIS, Sha’arei Chesed - private freestanding
house! Move-in condition. 400m (gross) built on
290m lot, 5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, basement.
Separate 2 bedroom apt with its own entrance. 

HAMENORA, EFRAT  - Semi-attached house with
over 400m. It is rare a house is for sale in this
neighborhood. Unobstructed views of Judean hills.
Main house has 5 bedrooms and 3 full bathrooms. 2
high income producing rental units that can be
incorporated into the house. 

Zeit Shemen, EFRAT - Centrally located by the
biggest park in the neighborhood and in walking
distance to the future mall and pool. 175m on 2
levels, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. Succah balcony
with a view. Asking ONLY! 1,580,000NIS

                                   
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com
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Maharal HaShavua
RIVKA'S SPECIAL GIFT
28:5. And Yitzchak sent Yaakov who
went to Padan Aram, to Lavan the
son of Betuel the Aramean, the
brother of Rivka, the mother of
Yaakov and EIsav.

Rashi - I do not know what "the mother
of Yaakov and Eisav" [a seemingly
redundant description of Rivka] comes to
teach us. 

Gur Arye - Yitzchak understood that
one of his sons needed to be free of
defect in his offspring, to have a
"complete bed" [Torat Kohanim, Vayikra
26:42]. Consider that Avraham's trait was
kindness and Yitzchak's trait was justice,
and both of these greats produced
defective sons. Yaakov steered the middle
course - his trait was truth, which does
not incline to the left or to the right.
Yitzchak knew Yaakov would incorporate
his own trait with those of his father and
grandfather, and the result would be a
"complete bed". Rivka was the one who
experienced during her pregnancy the
struggle of the opposing forces of her
twins, and was able to differentiate the
good from the evil. Yitzchak conceded
that Rivka, and, by extension, her family,
could remove that which was defective
and extract the purified product. This
was the hope of Yitzchak - that Yaakov
would marry Lavan's daughters and
produce the blessed, purified seed. The
description of Rivka as "mother of
Yaakov and Eisav" teaches us that by
recognizing the evil nature of her son
Eisav, she purified the Jewish People. This

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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Some Categories of Rooms
Sold Out. Last Rooms 
in Other Categories

Celebrate (part of) Chanuka with Rabbi Wein
4 days; 3 nights • MON-THU Dec. 3-6 - Chanuka

ROYAL BEACH HOTEL, Eilat
Mehadrin Meat, Alei Katif

Some Separate Swimming for the Destiny Group only
nachum@jewishdestiny.com or call 02-586-9708

Due to unforeseen circumstances,
the dates for Rabbi Wein's Winter
Lecture Series have been changed
The new dates are: (10 lectures)

Motza'ei Shabbat Nov 24th, Dec 1st
(3 weeks Chanuka Hiatus)

Dec 29, Jan 5,12,19,26, Feb 2,9,16

8:00pm • Beit Knesset HaNassi
24 Ussishkin St. Rechavia

Jerusalem Geography III
Interesting Street Names in the Holy CityYitzchak, Moshe, Shimshon, Shmuel,

Shlomo, the Shunamit's kid... and what?

family trait would aid in its survival.

Also, "the mother of Yaakov and Eisav" is
a reference to the "two nations" in her
womb - the house of Betuel is capable of
producing nations. For these reasons,
Lavan was fit to be, in spite of his
wickedness, a grandfather of the nation
of Israel.

MDK -  This is a rare example of Rashi
stating he has no explanation of the
verse. This implies the vast treasury of
the teachings of our sages of blessed
memory contained an answer as to why
the Torah bothers to tell us that Rivka
was the mother of Yaakov and Eisav here.
His descendant Maharal answers the
question four hundred years later.

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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I Do Not Know
How often will people say to you "I
do not know" something? Most
people are very busy trying to show
others what, and how much they
know. 

But Rashi, the master commentator
on the Torah and Talmud, tells us
this week EINI YODEI'A MA M'LAM-
DEINU - I do not know what it
teaches us." 

Many praise him for his display of
humility and his literal fulfillment of
what is written in Pirkei Avot as one
of the seven traits of a wise man
(5:8) "regarding that which he had
not understood he says, I do not
understand it".

But Nechama Leibowitz pushes us to
learn more from these four words
written by Rashi. She asks why did
Rashi tell us he doesn't know? He
could have just not written anything
on these words. He doesn't write an
explanation for every word in the
Torah. What was he trying to teach
us by telling us that he didn't know?

The verse in question talks about
Yitzchak sending Yaakov to Padan
Aram, to Lavan, the son of Betuel the
Aramite, the brother of Rivka, mother
of Yaakov and Eisav (28:5). Rashi
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T'hilim 53:3 states that: God looked forth from heaven upon
humans, to see if there were anyone of understanding, that 
did seek after God. B'reishit 25:22 tells us of someone who 
was wise enough to do just that - Rivka Imeinu...
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tells us that he doesn't understand
why the verse needs to tell us that
Rivka is the mother of Yaakov and
Eisav? This is completely superflu-
ous since the whole portion deals
with the relationship of Rivka with
"Eisav, her elder son" and "Yaakov,
her younger son". We know that she
is their mother already so why does
the Torah have to tell us again in our
verse?

We know that each word in the
Torah is important and comes to
teach us something new, but Rashi
could not find the purpose for the last
three words of this verse. But why
did he feel the need to tell us this?
Why not just write nothing? Rashi
himself couldn't find a reason for
those three words, but he was
convinced that they are there for a
purpose. By telling us that he didn't
know the reason, he was challenging
all commentators and scholars to
search for the answer. As a true
educator, he wanted all of us to
probe deeper into the verse of the
Torah, and labor till we find the
answer. (Try looking in Rashbam,
Chizkuni and Eim LeMikra for
answers given by commentators who
took Rashi's challenge.

SINCE WE TALKED ABOUT
Rivka being Yaakov and Eisav's
mother, here is one of my mother's
recipes. For all of you who still eat

turkey on Thanksgiving this makes a
nice side dish.

SWEET POTATO
STUFFED ORANGES

3-4 Oranges

3 Sweet potatoes peeled and cut
into large pieces

½-2 Tbsp sugar or honey (to taste)

Pinch of salt

Cinnamon (to taste)

Olive oil

Peel and boil sweet potatoes until
tender. Drain and mash them up.
Add sugar or honey and a pinch of
salt. Cut oranges in half. Remove
orange flesh and add the orange
juice and flesh to the sweet potato
mixture. You can leave some orange
fruit pieces attached to the orange
peel. Be sure to discard seeds. Mix
well till there's no lumps. Taste for
seasoning. Place orange halves in
an oven safe dish. Fill each to the
brim with sweet potato filling.
Sprinkle with cinnamon and spray
with a bit of olive oil. For a bit of a
different taste you can add a bit of
maple syrup or tamari sauce to the
sweet potato mixture. To make it
fancy you can top each one with a
marshmallow that melts on top as
you bake it. N
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Top-left: Yaakov with lentil stew t  Next:
one of Yitzchak's workers on a break from
digging wells t  Or, perhaps, Eisav coming
from the field exhausted t  Seder plate -
Rashi tells us that it was the first night of
(the future) Pesach that Yaakov presented
himself to Yitzchak for the bracha,
explaining the two goats that Rivka
prepared as the main dish and the Korban
Pesach (which is why Yitzchak couldn't eat
Eisav's food) t  near Seder plate is a king
on his father's back. The finger is pointing
to the father, who would be AVI-MELECH
t  Rain cloud is part of the bracha that
Yaakov received t  The sword is part of
the bracha to Eisav t  The lion cub on the
map of Israel GUR BAARETZ HAZOT - What
G-d said to Yitzchak and what G-d says to
every Jew - Live in this Land! t  Tow truck:
pun - Yitzchak lived in GERAR t  Above
truck is emblem of NAHAL, part of IDF.
Combined with the truck it reads NACHAL
GERAR, the place where Yitzchak settled
after Avimelech kicked him out of Gerar t

Teddy bear is holding the number 7 in one
paw and an upraised hand in the other.
Two meanings to the name Be'er Sheva.
One is from the seven sheep that Avraham
gave Avimelech as a token of the covenant
between them, and the other is for the
oath(s) that were taken in that agreement.
SHEVA has both connotations t  Towards
the bottom is the Davka Judaica Graphic
of Yaakov, the studious ISH TAM, dweller
in the tent of Torah, and Eisav, the ISH
SADEH, the man of the field, the hunter t

two street signs represent Rechovot - the
meaning of the word streets, not the town
by that name. They represent the third
well that Yitzchak dug t  C is 100 in
Roman numerals. With a gate inside the C,

you get ME'AH SHE'ARIM. That Yitzchak
established Me'ah She'arim is consistent
with the fact that he is recorded as being
the first Charedi, as in VAYECHERAD
YITZCHAK CHARADA G'DOLA AD M'OD -
he was very charedi t  The emblem of Ben
Gurion University stands for Be'er Sheva,
the city in which it is located t  Next to it is
the emblem of the city of Rehovot - with
microscope, book, and orange - is for the
well of the same name t  To its right is a
photo of a Pygmy Marmoset, the smallest
of all monkeys... represents the small KUF
(monkey is KOF - KUF/KOF, close) in the
word kATZTI, that Rivka said in expressing
her disgust if Yaakov were to marry a local
K'naanit t  Upper-right is an artistic
version of the Zodiac sign Gemini.
Although it is the mazal of Sivan, it fits in
with Toldot because of the twinship of
Yaakov and Eisav t  Below that is the lentil
plant t  And below that is a water drill,
which stands for the attention paid in the
sedra to Yitzchak's digging water wells
that Avraham had dug t  The increasing
numbers in size and value stands for the
Torah's statement that Yitzchak grew
greatly t  Goat - Goats are significant in
more than one context. In Toldot, Rivka
has Yaakov bring her two goats so she can
prepare a sumptuous meal for Yitzchak.
She also wraps goat skin around Yaakov's
arms and on his neck. Later, Yosef's
brothers slaughter a goat and dip his
Kutonet Pasim in its blood to show Yaakov
who would conclude that Yosef had been
killed by a predator. Yehuda sends a goat
to Tamar. Two identical goats are an
important part of the Avoda on Yom
Kippur in the Mikdash t  And to the right
of the goat is a well t  There is a picture of
a yoke. In Hebrew, OL = 70+6+30 = 106,
the number of p'sukim in Toldot. So too
the line, in Hebrew, KAV, 100+6 = 106. t

Which brings us to 2 Unexplaineds, which
are visual TTriddles t  And the footer icon
on the right



Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish VIDEO Program\  NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location \
VIDEO MON Nov 12th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 2 hrs • Eng/Eng subs
Stalag 17 - A mystery. A war movie. A comedy. A drama. The
movie is all of these. Most of all, it is a film classic. Dramatic and
gripping yet also comical story of Americans in German POW camp.
The barracks has a spy leaking information to camp commandant.
The search for the leaker is an award-winning, special film, loved by
our audiences!

Sponsored by Sandy Schur in honor of the weddings of:
Avi Israeli to Atara • Yehuda Israeli to Talel • Noam Lefcoe to Racheli Levi

VIDEO TUE Nov 13th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½ hrs • Eng/Eng subs
Won’t You Be My Neighbor? - First time showing 
Film on Mr. Rogers and his Neighborhood. The OU website recently
discussed this marvelous movie and the important lesson that Mr.
Rogers provided children for more than 30 years. “the documen-
tary... has audiences... in tears for much of it... not simply out of
nostalgia for the man in the zip-up sweater, but out of a newly-
found appreciation for Mr. Rogers’ sensitivity in guiding children
through the ups and downs of life. That somehow, love, acceptance
and compassion is really all we need, especially in today’s tumultu-
ous world... The Torah-observant world is filled with people who
already know the truth that Mr. Rogers has shared with the world.”
What is Mr. Rogers’ truth? Every child, every person is unique and
special and worthy of love. “Everyone longs to be loved. And the
greatest thing we can do is let people know that they are loved and
capable of loving. Love is at the root of everything. All learning, all
relationships - love, or the lack of it.” A heartwarming film about a
man who was a gift to children, to parents and to the world.
Personal perspectives on Mr. Rogers provided after film.

Boundless thanks to Roberta & Cecile Cohen for purchasing it
for the OU Center in honor of the JewishVideo Program
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish VIDEO Program\  NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location \
VIDEO WED Nov 14th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 2 hrs
• German / English subtitles
Labyrinth of Lies - 1950s Germany, prosecutor discovers SS
veterans serving in government - tries to arrest them but is
obstructed. Can he bring murderers of Jews to trial? Does nobody
want them brought to justice? Was everybody a Nazi? A SUPERB,
edge-of-your-seat thriller BASED ON A TRUE STORY. Winner of
numerous awards.

Sponsored by Debbie Hamlin in memory of her brother
Avraham ben Wolf (Ernie Nathan) z"l

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15
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SCHEDULE NOTE

THU November 15th
7:30-9:00pm

It's not just what you say...
How your Non-Verbal
Communication alters

what you are trying to say

Seminar by

Rabbi Shlomo Kory
25NIS members / 30NIS non-mem

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur is

sponsored by Mel David
in gratitude to HaShem for the

many blessings he has been given

Rabbi Kolatch's shiur (Wed Oct 31st)
sponsored by Viola Lubick
in memory of her brother

l "f wgvi oa dnl y
on his yahrzeit, 23 Marcheshvan

Mrs. Smiles's shiur (Tue Nov 6th)
sponsored by Mrs. Leah Weinberger

for a REFU'AH SH'LEIMA for
�4�I�P�T�I�B�O�B���#�S�B�D�I�B���C�B�U���3�P�D�I�F�M���.�B�T�I�B�
�C

Rochel Masha bat Leah,
Tzvi Aryeh HaLevi ben Chana

To sponsor, call Chana (02) 560-9102

If you would like to sponsor a video, please call Mark at 054-801-1957.
Your sponsorship enables us to continue to provide the finest films

with Jewish/Israeli content always at no charge. Thank you
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CHIZUK !  IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim

This week’s Parsha continues with the
Torah’s exploration of the theme of
B'chora vs B'racha: From the very
beginning of Sefer B'reishit we have
seen that the first-born is not always the
most qualified candidate to carry on the
family’s mission (e.g. Kayin and Hevel).
Does the fact that one was born first
(b'chora) ever serve as a guarantee that
they will be chosen as the recipient of the
Father’s primary blessing?

The past Parshiyot have described how
Yitzchak is chosen to be the next
patriarch even though Yishmael was
Avraham’s first-born. In this week’s
Parsha, this already familiar theme plays

itself out once again. Yitzchak’s twin
sons compete for their father’s blessing,
and again it is the younger of two who
will be chosen. Here the story takes an
unexpected twist for Yitzchak prepares
himself to bestow the blessing upon
Eisav - his B'chor. Yaakov Avinu
successfully executes his mother’s plan,
and masquerading as his older brother he
is granted the B'racha. As a result of
Yaakov’s trickery, Eisav is consumed by
a burning desire to exact revenge, which
he temporarily puts on hold: “And Eisav
hated Yaakov because their Father had
given Yaakov a blessing and he said, in
his heart, ‘Let the days of mourning for
my Father be at hand, then will I slay my
Brother, Yaakov’ (B'reishit 27:41).

Out of respect for his father, Eisav was
willing to temporarily postpone his plans
for revenge, thinking as the Radak
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FOR RENT MEKOR CHAYIM St. - Nice 3 rooms,
2nd floor, quiet, parking, close to Emek Refaim,
available. 4900NIS/month
RASKO WITH GARDEN - n ice 3 rooms, private
entrance, large garden in use, good shape, quiet,
parking. Only 1,990,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON, GREAT DEAL!  - Lovely 3 rooms,
ground floor, stone building, private garden 30m, good
shape, quiet, parking. Only 2,400,000NIS

SAN SIMON CLOSE TO THE PARK - Beautiful 3.5
rooms, Shabbat elevator, succah balcony, panoramic
view, renovated, bright, storage, parking, 2,640,000NIS

BAKA - Nice 4 rooms, in a new building, Shabbat
elevator, balcony, good shape, storage, parking,
3,100,000NIS

GANE TSION CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON -
Beautiful 4 rooms, Shabbat elevator, balcony with
panoramic view, luxury, spacious, bright, storage room,
parking. Exclusive. 3,600,000NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLECH -
Great 4 rooms, small new building, Shabbat elevator,
succah balcony, master bedroom, 3 directions, storage
room, parking, rare!

Condolences to Steve Toberman
and family on the passing of his

BROTHER l "f
mil yexie oeiv i l à  x` y  j eza mkz`  mgpi mewnd

writes, that Yitzchak’s “end is approach-
ing. I will wait for him to die and then
kill my brother so as not to cause my
father grief!”

Towards the end of the Parsha we find
that the two spurned siblings - Eisav and
Yishmael - join forces: “And Eisav went
to Yishmael, and took unto the wives
that he had, Machalat the daughter of
Yishmael… to be his wife” (B'reishit
28:9). A joint dynasty is formed uniting
the house of Eisav with the house of
Yishmael - their mutual grievances
surely reinforcing one another…

Eisav’s plans for revenge are further
thwarted by Rivka Imeinu’s sagacious
move sending her beloved son far away,
and thus physically separating the two.
Fearing Eisav’s sense of rage and
animosity, she convinces Yitzchak that
he should direct Yaakov to travel to her
own family in order to find an
appropriate, non-Canaanite bride.

Interestingly, it was this blessing that
motivated Eisav to search out a potential
partner from amongst Yishmael’s
daughters. Eisav heard how Yitzchak
blessed Yaakov, sending him to
Padan-Aram, to find a wife with the
stipulation that: 'Thou shalt not take a
wife of the daughters of Canaan
(B'reishit 28:6). As the Rashbam
explains, the blessing in question was the
blessing of inheriting Eretz Yisrael, and
Eisav realizes that his present Hittite
wives rob him of the opportunity to
receive a share of the land. This
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Rav Aharon Adler's
Monthly English Shiur

Sunday, November 11th
8:00pm

Beit Knesset Ohel Nehama
3 Chopin Street, J'lem

Topic:
CHANUKA CUSTOMS

All are invited

propelled him towards Yishmael’s
family, with the hope that this union
would enable him to gain a foothold in
Eretz Yisrael!

As the Pasuk stresses, however, Eisav’s
move was made half-heartedly. He was
unwilling to distance himself from the
negative influence of his existent
Canaanite wives, and was only ready to
add on an additional wife [‘Al Nashav’].

Although Eisav’s simmering hatred was
temporarily put on hold, it has reverber-
ated throughout the generations, sprout-
ing countless outbursts of senseless
violence - sadly, still with no end yet in
sight…

A well-known, and oft quoted, rabbinic
adage says that it is a “halacha” that
Eisav hates Yaakov. As Rav Moshe
Feinstein writes (Igros Moshe, Choshen
Mishpat 2:77), this means that - just as
the Halacha, the Torah itself, never
changes so too the hatred of the nations
of the world towards the people of Israel
is of an eternal, and permanent nature as
well - Sin’at Olam l’am Olam!

This saying has become deeply ingrained
within the Jewish mentality, seeing as it
has been repeatedly reinforced by
horrific events which seemingly prove it
to be true.

Rashi quotes this phrase in his comments
on the Torah’s description of the
encounter of Yaakov and Eisav after
their separation of 20 years. The verse in
question B'reishit 33:4 reads: “And Eisav
ran to meet him and embraced him, fell
upon his neck and kissed him and they
wept.” Rashi notes that on the word
“kissed” there are dots which indicate
that Eisav did not kiss with a full heart.

As opposed to Rashi, others have seen
this very same verse as one which

provides us with hope that things can be
different. Rav S.R. Hirsch writes that:
"Humane feelings overcame Eisav as is
evident in the words ‘they wept’. A kiss
can be false but not tears that flow at
such moments. Tears are drops from
one’s innermost soul. This kiss and these
tears show us that Eisav was also a
descendant of Avraham. In Eisav there
must be something more than the wild
hunter. Gradually, more and more, will
he lay down the sword and turn more and
more towards humaneness." Halevai

Be this as it may, in the interim we
would do well to learn that which we can
from Eisav’s behavior. As men- tioned
earlier, although Eisav under- stands that
the blessing of the land was given to his
brother - he does not give up and tries
anything he can in order to achieve a
share in the land.  

If this is how Eisav behaves - it behooves
us to do no less! To do all in our power
to make our love for Eretz Yisrael
manifest in our behavior as well (Did
anyone mention Aliyah… ??)

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh
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Medina & Halacha
Exploring the Jewish State

through the lens of Jewish Law

$ Rabbi Shimshon HaKohen Nadel

My Visit with the
Abayudaya of Uganda

This Month I had the good fortune
to spend a week with the Jews of
Uganda. I was invited to teach Torah
and speak about Israel, but I ended
up learning much more than I could
ever teach.

I first learned about the Jews of
Uganda almost 20 years ago. A lover
of all types of Jewish music, I
stumbled on some of their
recordings. (Later, a CD of their
music released in 2003 would be
nominated for 'Best Traditional
World Music album' at the 47th
Grammy Awards.) To my ears their
music was original and exotic, yet
familiar. Jewish texts and Tefillot set
to East African musical motifs,
harmonies and rhythms. I fell in
love. And I began to research the
community's fascinating history. 

Last year, Moshe, a student of mine
originally from Uganda currently
living with his family in New Jersey,
came to Jerusalem to study in
yeshiva. I surprised him with my
knowledge of his community's
history and their music. He
connected me with members of
Kahal Kadosh She'erit Yisrael, and

they invited me to spend time with
them.

The journey of Uganda's Jews to
Judaism began 100 years ago. Semei
Kakungulu (1869-1928), a charismatic
tribal leader, warlord and statesman
was converted to Christianity by
British missionaries and given an
area in Eastern Uganda to govern
and establish British rule. After
studying the Bible, he found the
truth in the Five Books of Moses.
According to one legend,  a Jew
doing business in Uganda taught
him about Judaism. With time,
Kakungulu became disillusioned
with both the British and their
religion. In 1919, in an act of both
political and spiritual rebellion, he
converted himself, his family, and
his tribe to Judaism, founding the
Abayudaya ('Sons of Judah') in
Uganda.

One hundred years later, their
descendants, numbering around
2,500, are still practicing Judaism
and living in 8 villages outside the
city of Mbale in Eastern Uganda,
near the border with Kenya. Today
the community boasts several
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Celebrate your
Special Events at

Beit Knesset Hanassi’s

Simcha Hall
Seats up to 100 people

For brit, upsherin,
bar/bat mitzva, auf ruf,
shabbat kallah/chatan,
sheva brachot, birthday,

graduation seudot

Kitchen/hall on ground level.
No steps

bkhsimchahall@gmail.com

Jewish primary schools and a Jewish
High School, named for Kakungulu. 

Most of the Abayudaya underwent a
Conservative conversion between
2002 and 2011.

One community, Kahal Kadosh
She'erit Yisrael began practicing
Orthodox Judaism and wanted to
undergo an Orthodox conversion. In
2016, Rabbi Shlomo Riskin, together
with a group of rabbis from Israel,
convened an Orthodox Beit Din and
Kahal Kadosh She'erit Yisrael
converted to Orthodox Judaism. The
community, consisting of about 250
souls, recently moved from the the
village of Putti to nearby Nasenyi,
where they hosted me.

In Nasenyi there is no electricity, no
running water, no sewers, or really
any infrastructure. Just fields, dirt
roads, and simple one-room homes
made from brick or mud huts with
thatched roofs.  Calves, goats, and
chickens roam the landscape, as do
barefooted children carrying
jerrycans filled with water, drawn
from the well. In the air is a
stillness. A calm. A simple beauty.
To some Westerners, the village and
its residents might appear to be
lacking. But the people who live
here are some of the happiest, most
content people I have ever met. You
can see it on their faces and in their
eyes.

The trek to Nasenyi was not easy.
But it was worth it. It involved
doctors visits, immunizations,

antimalarials, flights through Africa,
and the long 7+ hour drive through
the Ugandan countryside from
Entebbe to Mbale.

Leaving Entebbe Airport, we passed
the Old Terminal where one of
Israel's boldest operations on
foreign soil took place. Signs along
the roadway warn drivers that this
site is protected by Uganda's Special
Forces Command and photography
is strictly prohibited. My driver
warned me that if we stop, we can
be detained and my camera
confiscated - or worse. (Having
spent part of the previous day
visiting a Jewish inmate in an
Ethiopian prison, I had no desire to
see the inside of a Ugandan prison.)

to be continued

mailto:bkhsimchahall@gmail.com
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Condolences to Judy Ernstoff
and family on the passing of her

FATHER l "f
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In the competition between the
brothers Eisav and Yaakov, Eisav
originally downplays any long-range
view of the situation. He demands
immediate gratification and is
therefore more than willing to
relinquish his birthright - which is only
a long-range asset - in favor of an
immediate bowl of hot lentils. As the
Torah dutifully records for us in this
week's reading, Eisav will come to
regret this youthful decision later in
life. But, like almost all of us, he will
put the blame for the mistake on
others - on the shrewdness of Yaakov
taking advantage of him - rather than
on his own error and weakness.

By blaming Yaakov for what was his
own short-sidedness, Eisav com-
pounds the original error of judg-
ment on his part. After having tasted
all the immoral pleasures of life, and
after a career of violence, Eisav
remains unfulfilled, unhappy and
frustrated. He now longs for the
blessing and approval of his old
father, a person who he has long
treated as being completely irrelevant
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to him. His shout of anguish, when he
realizes that the spiritual blessings of
his father have already been
bestowed on his brother Yaakov and
that what is left for him are the
fleeting blessings of temporal
existence and power, reverberates
throughout human history. He
realizes that the blessings given to
Yaakov are those of eternity and
lasting memory while all physical
blessings in this world are merely
temporary and always subject to
revision. The Torah always deals with
eternal standards and never bows to
current themes and ideas no matter
how attractive they may seem at the
time.

Every generation feels that it
discovers new ways to propel
humanity and civilization forward.
Somehow, we always feel ourselves to
be wiser than our elders, smarter than
our ancestors. But, if one makes an
honest review of human history, it
becomes clear that the true principles
of civilization - morality, kindness,
education and individual freedom -
remain constant through- out the
story of humankind. Deviations from
these principles, in the hope of
achieving a utopian society, have
always resulted in tragedy and
destruction.

The cry of Eisav reverberates through
the halls of world history. And, what
makes it most pathetic is that what
Eisav is searching for can easily be
found in what he himself has
previously discarded and denigrated.

But, it is always the egotistical hubris
of humankind that prevents it from
seriously and logically examining its
situation and thoughts. One has to
admit to past errors and to restore
oneself to the path of goodness and
righteousness, which alone can lead
to a lasting feeling of happiness and
accomplishment in this world.

Eisav would like to be Yaakov, but
without having to behave with the
restraint and outlook on life that is the
most central point of reference in the
life and behavior of Yaakov. It is as
Justice Brandeis once put it: “I would
like to have the serenity and peace of
the Sabbath but without its
restraints.” It is dealing with that
fallacy of thought that makes Yaakov
Yaakov and Eisav Eisav. �&�)



The Daily Portion 
• Sivan Rahav-Meir

LOVING A REBELLIOUS SON
Parshat TO-L'DOT

Why does Yitzchak want to bless Eisav rather than Yaacov? Did he not know
that Eisav was wicked and that Yaacov was righteous? There are many deep
answers to this question that appears in this week's Portion, but here is one
beautiful idea by Rabbi *Rabbi Chaim Ben Atar (the "Ohr HaChayim"):

Yitzchak was not confused and did not make a mistake. He saw deeply and
recognized the good that was within Eisav. He thought that this violent
hunter could be redirected in a positive direction. And so, he wrote: 

"Yitzchak wanted to bless the wicked Eisav because he thought that
through the blessings Eisav would become good and improve his behavior,
because righteous people hurt when their sons do evil things, and Yitzchak
tried to do him good, and he might have succeeded in that."

Please pay attention to the last few words: "he might have succeeded".

Yitzchak our father teaches us how to be fathers and
mothers, and he believed that even Eisav can change.
With the right attitude, with a blessing and a prayer, with
outreach and love - Yitzchak might have succeeded in
changing Eisav.

Sivan Rahav-Meir is the author of #PARASHA 
• To receive 'The Daily Portion' 
straight to your mobile phone, SMS your name to 058-679-9000
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cont. p.78

by Rabbi Chanan Morrison
website: ravkooktorah.org

Yaakov Rescued Avraham
Adapted from Midbar Shur, pp. 289-292

According to an intriguing Midrash
(Tanchuma Toldot 4), Avraham would
not have made it out of his hometown
of Ur Casdim alive were it not for the
intervention of his grandson Yaakov.
King Nimrod ordered Avraham to be
thrown into a fiery furnace because of
Avraham’s rejection of idolatry. But
Yaakov came to the rescue, as it says:

“So said God to the House of Yaakov
who redeemed Avraham: Yaakov will
not be ashamed, nor will his face
become pale.” (Yeshayahu 29:22)

[The simple reading of the verse
interprets the phrase “who redeemed
Avraham” to refer back to God, not to
Yaakov]

Even given the poetic license of
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Join us for a pre-Chanuka

Leil
Shabbaton

Friday night ONLY
Leil Shabbat

Parshat Vayeishev
November 30th

Candle lighting - 4:00pm
Mincha - 4:15pm

Kabbalat Shabbat & Maariv

Festive Meal
Divrei Torah, Tidbits...

Timely Shiur

Will take place depending
upon sufficient registration

Call to reserve
and for further details

Ita Rochel (02) 560-9125
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Looking for furnishings and appliances
for our ZULA apartment - for girls at
risk (students of the Zula's Midrasha)
Beds, washer/dryer, stove top & oven,
fridge, blankets, and more. 

Call Yehuda 054-690-1113

Sunday, Nov 25th, 8:00pm
at the Israel Center

Novelist Tzvi Fishman
will read from the 2 new sequels
to "Tevye in the Promised Land"
And talk about Creative Writing

Pre-Chanuka Special:
All 3 Books for 100 Shekels!

Midrashic literature, Yaakov could not
have literally rescued his grandfather
in an incident that took place before
Yaakov was born. Rather, the Sages
wanted to teach us that Avraham was
saved due to some special merit or
quality his grandson possessed. What
was this quality?

Two Paths of Change

There are two paths of spiritual
growth that one may take. The first
path is one of sudden, radical change,
usually the result of some external
catalyst...

The second path is one of slow,
deliberate growth. We attain this
gradual change through our own toil;
it does not require an external
stimulus and thus is always accessible.

But why are there two different paths
of change available to us? If God
provided us with two paths, then
clearly both are needed. We should
first prepare ourselves and advance as
much as possible through our own
efforts. After we have attained the
highest level that we are capable of
reaching, we may then benefit from

unexpected inspiration from the inner
recesses of our soul.

Avraham was a spiritual revolutionary,
initiating a revolt against the idolatry
of his generation. Abraham is the
archetype of radical change...

Future generations, however, cannot
rely solely on Avraham’s style of
radical change. As a normative path
for all times, we need the method of
gradual spiritual growth. The model
for this type of change is Yaakov.
Unlike his grandfather, Yaakov never
underwent sudden transformations of
personality or direction. Rather, the
Torah characterizes him as “a quiet,
scholarly man, dwelling in tents”

Yaakov to the Rescue

The Kabbalists explain that the goal of
humanity - the reason why the soul is
lowered into this world - is so that we
may perfect ourselves through our
own efforts. This way, we will not
need to partake of nehama dekisufa
(the “bread of shame”), a metaphor for
benefiting from that which we did not
earn.

Why bother with the slower path? By
growing slowly through our own
efforts... nehama dekisufa... honorable
gift which we have utilized.�$
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Real-life Rescues 
Inspiring Stories of United Hatzalah First Responders

Saving A Life In Honor Of Mother Who Died
Itai Gafni is an experienced EMT with United Hatzalah but a fairly new
ambucycle driver. Itai hails from Shlomi, a remote community in Northern
Israel adjacent to the border with Lebanon.

Back in 1992, Itai lost his mother, a cardiac patient suffering from acute
respiratory distress. The tragedy was likely preventable; unfortunately, it took
the ambulance crew 47 minutes to arrive. By then it was too late and Itai’s
mother, unfortunately, passed away.

After his mother’s death, Itai vowed to do his part to help others in similar
situations. His volunteer call number is 1992 in a tribute to his mother. Due to
his presence in the outlying community, he helps reduce response times and
saves lives. 

Two weeks ago, United Hatzalah Dispatch and Command Center alerted Itai to
an elderly woman in his area who was struggling to breathe. The devoted
volunteer immediately raced out to the given location on his ambucycle, sirens
blaring. He was the first to arrive on the scene in just 90 seconds.

Dashing inside, Itai found the
92-year-old woman barely conscious,
gasping desperately for air. The expert
EMT administered high-flow oxygen,
took vital signs and carefully monitored
his patient’s return to full conscious-
ness. When the ambulance arrived 10
minutes later, Itai assisted the crew in
transferring the now-stabilized patient.
She was whisked off to the nearest
emergency room for further definitive
care.

Due to Itai’s rapid arrival and
intervention, the woman was able to
make a full recovery. 




