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 We bench Rosh Chodesh Nisan this
Shabbat (Vayakhel-P'kudei - Para, March 9th). Rosh Chodesh will be
the following Shabbat (Vayikra-R"Ch-HaChodesh, March 17th).
One day, because the Adar that precedes Nisan always has 29 days.
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The molad is on Shabbat 3h 53m 4p • 3:32am Israel time • gpwzz:h 'f
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Astronomical (actual) molad (New Moon) - Shabbat (Mar 17) 3:11pm

PPexplanations on p.71
and on www.ttidbits.com
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Candles Vayakhel-P'kudei - Para HavdalaVayikra-Ha

5:07 Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim6:20 5:12 6:25

5:25 Aza area (Netivot, S'deirot, et al)6:23 5:30 6:27

5:23 Beit Shemesh / RBS 6:21 5:28 6:26

5:23 Gush Etzion 6:20 5:27 6:25

5:24 Raanana / Tel Mond / Herzliya / Kfar Saba6:22 5:29 6:27

5:23 Modi'in / Chashmona'im6:21 5:28 6:26

5:23 Netanya 6:22 5:29 6:27

5:22 Be'er Sheva / Otniel 6:22 5:27 6:27

5:24 Rehovot 6:22 5:29 6:27

5:07 Petach Tikva 6:21 5:12 6:26

5:23 Ginot Shomron 6:21 5:28 6:26

5:13 Haifa / Zichron 6:21 5:18 6:26

5:22 Gush Shiloh 6:20 5:27 6:25

5:22 Tel Aviv / Giv'at Sh'muel6:22 5:27 6:22

5:22 Giv'at Ze'ev 6:20 5:27 6:25

5:23 Chevron / Kiryat Arba 6:21 5:28 6:25

5:25 Ashkelon 6:23 5:30 6:28

5:24 Yad Binyamin 6:22 5:29 6:27

5:11 Tzfat / Bik'at HaYarden6:19 5:16 6:24

Rabbeinu Tam (J'lem) - 7:00pm       Next week: 7:05pm
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 Fresh Look at an Old Topic
The Old Topic we are taking a fresh look
at is the extensive duplication in the
Torah of the details of the Mishkan.

We have 236 p'sukim devoted to the
topic in T'ruma, T'tzaveh, and the first
third of Ki Tisa. Not counting the
p'sukim about Shabbat.

Then, in Vayakhel and P'udei, we have
211 p'sukim devoted to the Mishkan.
And that too, does not include the
opening 3 p'sukim about Shabbat.

No small thing!

The way it seems to us - Jews who have
read and studied Torah throughout the
generations - is the following:

Simply put, the first time, it is a glimpse
- bad word; it's a lot more than a
glimpse - of what happened between
G-d and Moshe Rabeinu on Har Sinai,
during the first 40 days and 40 nights
they spent together. No one else wit-
nessede what happen there and no one
else knew any of what was presented
by G-d to Moshe. It would remain
between G-d and Moshe until Moshe
came down from the Mountain and
began transmitted G-d's words and
teachings to B'nei Yisrael. That was the
plan.

but for us, it is different. Because of the
Torah, we all became privy to that part
of what happened during those 40 days
and nights. At least to that part of the
whole experience that G-d wanted us
to know about. And this point is very
important.

To digress for a moment and give a
different example, to hopefully make

things clear. The bulk of Parshat Balak
describes things that happened that no
one of the multitude of B'nei Yisrael
were witness to. We can even say that
Moshe Rabeinu did not know what was
happening. That is, until G-d decided to
tell, so to speak.

By including that 95-pasuk parsha of
Balak (the last 9 p'sukim are their own
parsha, the goings on of which, the
people definitely knew about) G-d was
telling us about something He felt we
should know about, even though we
weren't primary participants or wit-
nesses.

It's the same for the 236 p'sukim of
T'ruma, T'tzaveh, and the first part of Ki
Tisa. The point is that G-d wanted us to
have those 236 p'sukim. That, even
though all the details are repeated and
contained in the second 211 p'sukim.

Pull out those 236 p'sukim (and the
Shabbat ones that follow) and we
would not be missing the details. We
would have the command to build the
Mikdash. What we wouldn't have,
though, if the background and context.
Those 236 p'ukim have as a backdrop,
the events of Matan Torah, and before
that the Exodus and Splitting of the
Sea. We are able to see the Mishkan
(Mikdash) as a lofty project to raise
ourselves spiritually and be closer to
G-d. We need to see it that way, before
everything gets colored by the golden
calf.

Once that happened, we need to see
the Mikdash in a second context - not
instead of, but side by side. Hence, 211.
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In Loving Memory of

Israel (Izzy) Kaplan l "f
a true zionist a kind and gentle soul

on his 8th yahrzeit, 28 Adar

Missed so much
Susie Kaplan and Family

Vayakhel-P'kudei
V P V+P

Sedra among 54 22nd 23rd -

Sedra of Sh’mot's 11 10 11 -

lines 211.2 158.7 369.8

rank (among the 54) 22nd 41st (2nd)

Parshiyot 13 20 33

   P’tuchot 7 6 13

   S’tumot 6 14 20

P’sukim 122 92 214

rank (Torah/Shmot) 17/3 40/10 (2nd)

Words 1558 1182 2740

rank (Torah/Shmot) 24/6 42/9 (2nd)

Letters 6181 4432 10613

rank (Torah/Shmot) 21/5 44/10 (2nd)

Vayakhel-P'kudei is the 2nd longest of the
double sedras, trailing behind Matot-
Masei. Even the addition of the 22-pasuk
Maftir of Para does not help it/them reach
Matot-Mas'ei.

Vayakhel has a single mitzva counted
among the 613. P'kudei has none.

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start
of a parsha p'tucha or s'tuma. X:Y is
Perek:Pasuk of the beginning of parsha; 
(Z) is the number of p'sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; L=LAV
(prohibition). X:Y is the perek & pasuk from
which the mitzva comes.

Kohen  - First Aliya 
20+9 p'sukim - 35:1-29
[S> 35:1 (3)] Moshe gathers the People
(according to Tradition, this took place
on the "first" Yom Kippur or the day
after, following 40 days and 40 nights
on Har Sinai) to instruct them
concerning the building of the Mish-
kan. He begins with a warning to keep
Shabbat (even while being involved in
the holy tasks of the Mishkan).

Observation  Notice that when G-d
speaks to Moshe, He instructs him
concerning the Mishkan (236 p'sukim)
and then warns him that Shabbat is
supreme. When Moshe gathers the
people to instruct them, he puts the
Shabbat warning up front. Some
commentaries say that with the change
in “primary” emphasis on the Mikdash
in the aftermath of the Golden Calf,
there came a change in the messages
of Shabbat and Mikdash which helps
explain which is presented first, and
when.

 In the opening 3-pasuk portion
about Shabbat, there are 40 words - 39
plus the word HaShabbat. This can be
taken as a symbolic reference to the 39
categories of prohibited Melacha,



Barbara Pomerantz l "f
Memorial Lecture

Motza'ei Shabbat, March 10 • 19:30

Featuring

Dr. Aviva Stanislawski
“70 Years of Statehood:
Significant Songs in the

Soundtrack of Our State”
This presentation will scan the history

of the State of Israel and the spirit
behind its songs; thus revealing the

deeper meanings and emotions of their
lyrics and music.

Kehillat Ya’ar Ramot
Rehov Even Shmuel 16, Ramot Bet

All are invited
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which define the nature of HASHAB-
BAT. The Baal HaTurim says that the
word LA'ASOT in the phrase, "These are
the things that G-d commanded TO DO
them", is spelled with a LAMED (30) and
an anagram for TEISHA (9) - another
remez to the Melachot of Shabbat. He
adds that a VAV is "missing" from
LA'ASOT, representing the six weekdays
when Melachot are permitted.

The "command" here of "Thou shall not
kindle fire in all your dwellings on the
Shabbat day" teaches us many things.

Lighting a fire is one of the 39 AVOT
MELACHA (categories of creative activi-
ties forbidden on Shabbat). As such, we
already have the prohibition from
Commandment #4 - ...Thou shall not do

any manner of MELACHA... Why is the
Torah singling out FIRE here? The
question is two-fold: Why single it out
and why command it again.

Sefer haChinuch says that the pro-
hibition here is directed to Sanhedrin,
not the individual. [It is mitzva 114
according to the Chinuch, and
Rambam’s LAV (prohibition) 322.] We
have already been told that we may not
kindle fire. The courts, says the Chinuch,
may not carry out the capital
punishment of burning (S'reifa) on
Shabbat. Nor, by Biblical extension,
may any capital punishment be carried
out on Shabbat, nor may any punish-
ment by the courts be meted out on
Shabbat. This allows Shabbat to be a
day of respite and rest even for the
convicted felon on “death row”.

We can also look at the Shabbat
reminder in a different way. You may
not kindle fire in YOUR DWELLINGS,
wherever they may be, but you may -
nay, you must - kindle fire (and do
certain other Melachot) in THE
DWELLING, the Mikdash. (That is, when
specifically commanded to do so by
G-d.) This can explain the specific
placement of the “repeat” of the
prohibition of kindling fire.
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  GAV HAHAR
     MOVERS

Beit El
Homes •  Offices •  Lifts
Packing Services and Storage

References available
(02) 997-8757 • 052-607-1171

YOUR AMERICAN OPTOMETRIST IN ISRAEL

EYE CARE IS NOT CHILD'S PLAY

Quality Multifocals 1+1
Discounts for Maccabi members

(02) 674-3888
One phone number • 3 locations

Town: King George 16 (Rejwan Plaza)
Talpiot/Arnona: Derech Hevron 101A

Ramot Eshkol: Shopping Center (Paran)

Tif'eret Y'honatan suggests a novel
reason for singling out FIRE. Since we
are prohibited from doing Melacha on
Shabbat because G-d rested from
Creation on the first Shabbat, and since
fire was not "in the picture" until the
first Motza'ei Shabbat, perhaps kindling
of fire is not an equal member of the
family of prohibited Melachot. Comes
the pasuk here to set the record
straight. Fire is not only one of the 39
categories, it is the flagship of the
LAMED-TET MELACHOT.

Furthermore, from the singling out of
one of the melachot, we are taught that
each category of melacha is often
treated distinctly. This means that
cooking and baking would be
considered two violations of the same
Av Melacha, as would watering and
pruning a rosebush. In contrast,
pruning a tree and picking its fruit
would be violations of two different
melachot - Planting and Reaping. There
are ramifications to this distinction.

[P> 35:4 (26)] Aside from the first
three p'sukim, the rest of the sedra
deals with the building of the Mishkan.
Parshat T'ruma gave us the command
and instructions, Vayakheil tells us of
the carrying out of the instructions.

One senses an impatient excitement
concerning the job at hand. Moshe
speaks to the people and tells them
that which G-d has commanded.

(Note the similar terminology the Torah
uses when Moshe tells about Shabbat
and about the Mikdash.)

The different types of materials are
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named. It is made clear that donations
are encouraged, but completely
voluntary. (Except for silver.)

Then each part of the Mishkan and its
furnishings is mentioned in detail.
After the people heard what Moshe
had to say, they left the meeting
(apparently enthused and anxious to
get busy).

One can speculate, based on the
sequence we are presented with in the
Torah, that there was a fair amount of
guilt from the Golden Calf that was
motivating the People.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The
phrase SHABBAT SHABBATON appears
6 times in the Torah. Twice it refers to
Yom Kippur, once to the Shmita year.
One other time it might be talking
about Shabbat, but possibly about Yom
Kippur. The first two times the phrase
appears are in Ki Tisa and Vayakhel.
Both times it refers to Shabbat,
specifically in the context of building
the Mikdash. One of the commentaries
suggests that when one does “regular”
work during his week, then Shabbat is
Shabbat. But when we spend our six
work-days in “holy work”, such as
building the Mikdash (but not just that),
then our Shabbat is further elevated,
and is described as Shabbat Shabbaton.
Many people are moved to give

generously in response to Moshe's
appeal. Men and women all give (there
are different interpretations as to
what the wording in the pasuk indi-
cates). In addition to donations, men,
and more so women, donated their
talents in weaving, dyeing, woodwork,
metal-work, etc.

Repeated reference is made to the
hearts of the people being in what they
were doing. This was a genuine posi-
tive response to G-d's and Moshe's call
to build the Mishkan.

The leaders of the Tribes supplied the
precious stones for the shoulder-
pieces of the Eifod and for the
Choshen of the Kohen Gadol, and
spices and oil for the Incense and the
Anointing oil.

Levi - Second Aliya 
13+12+35 p'sukim -
35:30-37:16
[P> 35:30 (13)] Moshe tells the people
that G-d has designated Betzalel (from
Shevet Yehuda) and Aholiav (from
Dan) as the chief artisans of the
Mishkan. They have been Divinely
inspired with intelligence, insight, and
the skills necessary for the various
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intricate tasks ahead. They and those
working with them supervised the
collection of materials and informed
Moshe that they received more than
enough material. Moshe "gives out the
word" that the people should cease
their donations.

[S> 36:8 (6)] When G-d commanded
Moshe about the Mishkan, He first
commanded the making of the Aron,
Shulchan, and Menora. Then, the
roofing layers - the Mishkan, the Ohel,
and the Orot. Only then were the wall
boards and foundation sockets brought
into the picture. In the carrying out of
the commands, a more "practical" plan
was followed. The structure and then
the furnishings. But how can Moshe
and Betzalel deviate from the
commands of G-d? You can't just do
whatever you want in this kind of thing. 

Commentaries say that Moshe and
Betzalel requested and received
permission from G-d to take the more
human, practical approach.

In this portion, the three layers of
ceiling are presented. Note that the
first layer was a beautiful, multi-
colored weave and the fasteners were
gold.

[P> 36:14 (6)] Over that came the more
practical, less attractive, less compli-
cated, but weather-resistant Ohel of
goat hair. This layer was not seen from
inside the Mishkan, and might not
have been seen from the outside
either, according to the opinion that
the Tachash and Red-dyed sheep skin



p"r l
In loving memory of our

beloved parents, grandparents
and great-grandparents

Minerva Pinsky d"r
on her11th yahrzeit, 27 Adar

1
Chazan Shaye Abba Pinsky l "f

l "f iwqpit  ` a`  dir y i ofgd
on his 22nd yahrzeit, 18 Adar
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covering (which was also attractive)
was not just on top, but down the sides
of the Mishkan as well.

[S> 36:20 (19)] Next, the Torah
describes the construction of the
wall-planks of the Mishkan from
acacia wood. There were 48 planks -
20 each on the north and south walls,
and 8 on the west wall. Each plank was
covered with gold. (According to Rav
Aryeh Kaplan z”l, the gold covering
was extremely thin - he calculated it at
1/100 of an inch thick.) Each plank was
inserted into two foundation blocks of
silver. The Torah describes in detail
the rods, bolts, rings that held the wall
planks together.

The Parochet to hang between the
Kodesh and the Kodesh Kodashim, the
Masach for the front of the Mishkan,
and the Masach for the front of the
courtyard were similar in style and
material to the first ceiling layer.

With the structure completed, next
came the Aron and the Shulchan.

[P> 37:1 (9)] The Aron is described in
the same detail as when it was first
commanded back in Parshat T’ruma.
This is so for all parts of the Mishkan,
not just the Aron. 

The Aron consisted of an open-top box
of wood, plated with gold inside and
out. (Some describe it as three nested
boxes - the outer and inner of thin gold
and the middle one of wood, which
gave support to the Aron and the lid -
Kaporet and K’ruvim). Even the

thickness of the wood was covered
with gold, so that none of the wood was
visible.

[P> 37:10 (7)] This parsha contains the
details of the Shulchan. In T’ruma, the
command to build the Shulchan and its
utensils was followed by the command
to put the Lechem HaPanim onto the
shelves of the Shulchan. Here in
Vayakheil, the mention of Lechem
HaPanim is still to come.

Shlishi  - Third Aliya 
13 p'sukim - 37:17-29
[P> 37:17 (8)] Next comes the Golden
Menora. With the exception of the oil
cups, everything else - the branches,
the decorative orbs, cups, flowers - was
hammered from one piece of gold.

Did you know...  that even though the
Torah commands that the Menora be
made of gold, it may be made of other
precious metals, if gold is not available.
Furthermore, the requirement of
MIKSHA ACHAT, one solid piece, only
applies to the Menora when it is made
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of gold. And furthermore, a non-gold
Menora, which is just as “kosher” for the
Beit HaMikdash as a gold one, does not
need the decorative orbs, cups, and
flowers. Without these restrictions, it is
much easier to make a Menora for use
in the next Beit HaMikdash, until we get
the gold and full details of the Menora’s
form. In fact, there is a silver Menora in
the Temple Institute in the Old City,
that is waiting to function in the Third
Beit HaMikdash until we will be able to
make a proper gold one. May we see it
put to use in our time - and subse-
quently replaced by the Golden
Menora.

[P> 37:25 (5)] Next, the Golden Altar
(a.k.a. Incense Altar, a.k.a. Inner Altar)
is described.

After this Mizbei'ach was made, the
Anointing Oil and Incense were
compounded.

Just an observation...  In the first
presentation of the Mishkan, the
Golden Altar is found in Parshat
T’tzaveh. The Mizbei’ach for the
korbanot, which was outside the
Mishkan, which is the next topic here in
Vayakheil, was presented in T’ruma.
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On the 42nd yahrzeit
of my dear mother

Blanche Bunim d"r
She is missed by her children and

grandchildren, RJJ Women's League,
YU, Young Israel Kosher Kitchens,
Amit, The Home for the Blind, and

the Mikva Society of Boro Park

j exa dxkf idi

R'vi'i  - Fourth Aliya
20+12 p'sukim -
38:21-39:1
The fourth Aliya is always the bridge
Aliya between two combine sedras

[S> 38:1 (7)] The External Altar, Copper
Altar, Earth Altar (because it was filled
with earth when the camp rested and
the Mishkan was erected) is described.
Almost all korbanot were brought on
this Mizbei'ach. It was much bigger
than the Golden Altar.

[S> 38:8 (1)] The final vessel described
is the Washing Basin and its Stand. It
was made of copper. Tradition tells us
that the copper came from the mirrors
of the Israelite women. At first, Moshe
did not want to accept them because of
the vanity associated with mirrors.
G-d, however, told Moshe how very
precious this gift was in His eyes,
because they reminded Him (so to
speak) of the role Jewish women
played in the redemption of the people
from Egypt. 

[S> 38:9 (12)] Finally, the courtyard is
described.

[S> 38:21 (3)] The sedra of P'kudei
begins with an accounting of the
materials collected for use in the
construction of the Mishkan, its
furnishings, and the garments of the
Kohanim. 

 We are taught from the fact that
Moshe Rabeinu gave a voluntary
accounting of the materials, that a

person in the position of collecting
monies for the community must
conduct himself in such a way that he
will always be above suspicion. Even if
the individual is completely trust-
worthy, he should take measures to
avoid the possibility of appearing
improper.

The work of assembling and dis-
mantling the Mishkan throughout the
years of wandering in the Wilderness
was the domain of the tribe of Levi,
under the supervision and leadership
of Itamar b. Aharon HaKohen. 

The chief artisans of the Mishkan, the
Torah reminds us, were Bezalel of
Yehuda and Aholiav of Dan. 

[S> 38:24 (9)] The Torah next details
the amounts of gold, silver, and copper
which were collected for the Mishkan
and its vessels. The Torah also lists the
uses of the different metals. Then the
Torah mentions the different dyed
wools (sky-blue, purple, crimson - the
shades of color are debated - e.g.
sky-blue - at what time of day?
Different shades of blue - which is the
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"correct" T'cheilet color?) that were
used in the making of the sacred
garments of the Kohen Gadol, and for
the cloths that covered (and protected)
the sacred items of the Mishkan
during the traveling from place to
place in the Midbar.

Chamishi  5th Aliya
20 p'sukim - 39:2-21
[P> 39:2 (4)] This Aliya contains a
detailed description of the Eifod and
the Choshen of the Kohen Gadol. Both
were woven from the same kind of
weave and the two were attached
firmly to each other when worn. 

[S> 39:6 (2)] Two onyx stones (Avnei
Shoham) were attached to the
shoulder straps of the Eifod. The
names of the 12 tribes (actually, it was
the 12 sons of Yaakov) were engraved
on the stones, six on each stone. 

[P> 39:8 (14)] This parsha contains the
detailed description of the CHOSHEN.
In addition to the fabric of these two
garments, there were gold settings for
the stones, gold rings and chains for
attaching Choshen & Eifod.

Shishi  - Sixth Aliya 
11+11 p'sukim -
39:22-43
[P> 39:22 (5)] The ME'IL (different
opinions - cloak, cape, poncho-like
garment) was woven completely of

T'CHEILET wool. Its neck-hole was
reinforced to prevent tearing. 

The hem of the ME'IL was fringed with
alternating bells of gold and pompoms
of colored wools. According to
Rambam, there were 72 bells in all, 36
in the front and 36 in the back.

[S> 39:27 (3)] The KUTONET, a
long-sleeved, floor-length garment was
woven of white linen. All Kohanim
wore a KUTONET. Each had it
custom-fitted, since it is forbidden to
do AVODA in the Mikdash if the
garment was either two long or too
short, (or frayed or soiled).

A turban of linen was worn by the
Kohen Gadol in one style, to
accommodate the TZITZ. Regular
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May the Torah learning in
this Torah Tidbits be

znyp iel ir l
l "f qcde rhp l ` eny oa iav il zt p

xc`  b"k r "al p

In loving memory of
Harry Naftali Manheim l "f

on his 4th yahrzeit, 23 Adar

Kohanim wore their turban in a
different style.

The belt or sash, AVNEIT, was woven
from the three colors of wool and
from linen. It was unusually long (32
AMOT, approx. 15 meters, about 50
feet) and therefore needed to be
wound around the kohein's waist many
times. (Some say that the AVNEIT was
worn above the waist.) The winding
produced a prominent bulge around
his waist which the kohein felt
whenever his hands were at his sides.
This served as a constant reminder to
the Kohein of the seriousness of the
service in the Beit HaMikdash. The
AVNEIT was Shaatnez, as was the
Choshen and Eifod. 

[S> 39:30 (2)] Next comes the TZITZ,
a.k.a. NEZER HAKODESH, made of
pure gold and fastened around the
KG's head with ribbons of T'cheilet
wool. The TZITZ was embossed with
the words KODESH TO HASHEM.
There are different opinions as to how
the words were formed from the gold
of the Tzitz, and in what order and
orientation relative to each other. The

TZITZ was like a royal crown for the
Kohein Gadol, yet it was also meant to
humble him greatly. It is difficult for
an exhalted person to be humble - but
that is the challenge for the Kohein
Gadol and for kings of Israel. 

[S> 39:32 (1)] Thus, all the work of the
parts of the Mishkan and garments of
the Kohanim came to an end. (All that
remained was to put everything
together and in its right place.)

 Talmud Yerushalmi notes that
the phrase, "as G-d had commanded
Moshe" appears 18 times in P'kudei.
Correspondingly, we have 18 brachot in
our weekday Amida (the connection
between Service in the Mikdash and
Davening is obvious).

[P> 39:33 (11)] All the components of
the Mishkan, its vessels, and the sacred
garments were brought to Moshe
following the completion of the work
by the many men and women who
voluntarily contributed their talents to
the Mishkan. Moshe inspected all of
the work and found it to be consistent
with what G-d had commanded to be
done. 

Moshe blessed the people: "May it be
G-d's will that He will cause His
Presence to settle upon your
handiwork." (Rashi)

The Torah once again enumerates all
of the components of the Mishkan.
And repeats over and over again that
the People did everything that G-d had
commanded Moshe.
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Here's a thought...  The emphasis
upon the people doing as commanded
stands in harsh contrast to the Golden
Calf, which was not at all what G-d had
commanded. We can see a rebuke
every time the point is made that, "this
time we listened, but what happened a
couple of months earlier..." (It is compli-
mentary, that we did as commanded,
but we can also see an implied rebuke.)

Sh'VII Seventh Aliya
16+11+11 p'sukim - 40:1-38

[P> 40:1 (16)] G-d instructs Moshe to
erect the Mishkan on Rosh Chodesh
Nissan. After the structure of the
Mishkan is in place, Moshe is to bring
in the ARON and hang the PARO-
CHET which is to separate the Holy of
Holies from the main part of the
Mishkan. 

Then the Shulchan and Menora were
put in their places, followed by the
Golden Mizbei'ach. 

The MASACH was then hung from the
posts at the entrance to the Mishkan. 

The Copper Mizbei'ach was then place
in front of the Mishkan, opposite its
entrance. 

The KIYOR and its base were then
placed between the Mishkan and the
Mizbei'ach, slightly to the side. The
courtyard curtains were then hung
from their posts.

Following all this, Moshe was to anoint
all the components of the Mishkan and

sanctify them. Then the Mizbei'ach
and its vessels were anointed, and the
Laver as well.

Then the Kohanim were brought
forward. After proper ablutions, they
were clothed in their sacred garments
and anointed.

[S> 40:17 (3)] And it came to pass that
on the first day of Nissan, in the
second year out of Egypt (almost), the
Mishkan was completed. In this
portion, the Torah spells out the
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step-by-step procedures of finally
carrying out the commands of T'ruma,
T'tzaveh, and the beginning of Ki Tisa.

ADANIM, wall boards, braces for the
walls, pillars for the curtains.
Coverings.

[S> 40:20 (2)] Then the LUCHOT go
into the ARON, the carrying poles are
inserted into their rings (never to be
removed), the lid (KAPORET) is placed
on the ARON and the complete ARON
is placed into the Mishkan. When in
position, the PAROCHET is hung
between what now becomes the Holy
of Holies (with the ARON) and the rest
of the Mishkan.

[S> 40:22 (2)] Then the SHULCHAN is
set in place (north wall of the
Mishkan) and the LECHEM HAPANIM
is placed on the shelves of the
SHULCHAN. 

[S> 40:24 (2)] The MENORA goes in
place next, opposite the SHULCHAN
(on the south wall). Then the oil cups
are placed on the tops of the seven
branches of the Menora. 

[S> 40:26 (2)] The Golden Mizbei’ach is
then set in the middle of the KODESH,
and KETORET is offered on it. 

[S> 40:28 (2)] With that, the MASACH
was hung across the entrance of the
MISHKAN. Then the external Mizbei’-
ach was put in place, opposite the
entrance to the Mishkan, and an
OLAH was offered on it.

cont. p.66
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Parshat Vayakhel interrupts the narrative
relating to the preparation of the Mishkan by
introducing the notion of desisting work on
Shabbat. Rashi explains that this is so to teach
that one may not profane Shabbat even for
the purpose of edifying the Mishkan, as holy
as it is (see Rashi on Sh'mot 5:1-2).  

Rabbi M. Miller makes an interesting distinc-
tion between Shabbat and the Mishkan that,
perhaps, enables us to understand more
incisively why the Shabbat supersedes the
Mikdash): The Temple is included in one of the
three gifts that were given, conditionally, to
the Jewish people, namely, Eretz Yisrael, the
dynasty of (the House of) David and the Beit
HaMikdash. If, for example, the people became
unworthy, they forfeited the Beit HaMikdash.

By way of contrast, the Torah, the Covenant
with Aharon, and Shabbat are unconditional
gifts; they remain with us in perpetuity. They
are symbolic of G-d's unconditional love for
His people. The conditional divine gifts, it
seems, are dependent on our level of
refinement and on our ability to appreciate
their significance. For that we need an
elevated level of spiritual sensitivity.

But Shabbat is different: Like the Torah, it
remains with us under all circumstances,
whatever our level of religiosity - "in triumph
and in humiliation". Indeed, we are com-
manded to keep the Shabbat throughout the
generations for an everlasting covenant (31:16).
Yes, Shabbat is our permanent free gift from
Hashem, "anointed and crowned with
holiness". All we have to do, to cite the rabbi,
is to grasp it eagerly and gratefully. 

mailto:mpersoff@ouisrael.org
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MAKING SPACE
With this week's double parsha, with its
long account of the construction of the
Sanctuary - one of the longest
narratives in the Torah, taking a full 13
chapters - comes to a magnificent
climax: 

Then the cloud covered the tent of
meeting, and the glory of the Lord
filled the Sanctuary. Moshe could not
enter the Tent of Meeting because
the cloud had settled on it, and the
Glory of the Lord filled the Sanctuary.
(Sh'mot 40:34-35)

That is what the building of the
Sanctuary was about: how to bring
God, as it were, from heaven to earth,
or at least from the top of the mountain
to down in the valley, from the remote
God of awe-inspiring power to the
Sh'china, the indwelling Presence, God
as shachen, a neighbour, intimate,

close, within the camp, in the midst of
the people.

Yet for all this, we wonder why the
Torah has to go on at such length in its
details of the Mishkan, taking up the
whole of T'ruma and T'tzaveh, half of Ki
Tisa, and then again Vayakhel and
P'kudei. After all, the Mishkan was at
best a temporary dwelling for the
Sh'china, suited to the years of
wandering and wilderness. In Israel, it
was superseded by the Beit HaMikdash.
For two thousand years in the absence
of a Temple its place was taken by the
synagogue. Why, if the Torah is
timeless, does it devote such space to
what was essentially a time-bound
structure?

The answer is deep and life-trans-
forming, but to reach it we have to note
some salient facts. First, the language
the Torah uses in P'kudei is highly
reminiscent of the language used in the
narrative of the creation of the
universe:
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In memory of our mother,
grandmother and

great-grandmother

Josephine Minkoff d"r
 l ` eny za cakeid"r

on her 13th yahrzeit, xc`  f"i
The Leff and Minkoff families

B'reishit 1-2 Sh'mot 39-40

And God saw all
that He had made
and behold it was
very good. (1:31)

Moshe saw all the
skilled work and
behold they had
done it; as God
had commanded
it they had done
it. (39:43)

The heavens and
earth and all their
array were com-
pleted. (2:1)

All the work of the
Mishkan of the
Ohel Mo'ed was
completed. (39:32)

And God
completed all the
work that He had
done. (2:2)

And Moshe
completed the
work. (40:33)

And God
blessed… (2:3)

And Moshe
blessed… (39:43)

And sanctified it.
(2:3)

And you shall
sanctify it and all
its vessels. (40:9)

Clearly the Torah wants us to connect
birth of the universe with the building
of the Mishkan, but how and why?

The numerical structure of the two
passages heightens the connection. We
know that the key number of the
creation narrative is seven. There are
seven days, and the word "good"
appears seven times. The first verse of
the Torah contains seven Hebrew
words, and the second, 14. The word
eretz, "earth", appears 21 times, the
word Elokim, "God," 35 times, and
more.

So too in P'kudei, the phrase "as the
Lord commanded Moshe" appears
seven times in the account of the

making of the priestly garments
(Sh'mot 39:1-31), and another seven
times in the description of Moshe's
setting up the Sanctuary (40:17-33).

Note also one tiny detail, the appar-
ently odd and superfluous "And" at the
very beginning of the book of Sh'mot:
"And these are the names…" The
presence of this connective suggests
that the Torah is telling us to see
B'reishit and Sh'mot as inherently
connected. They are part of the same
extended narrative.

The final relevant fact is that one of the
Torah's most significant stylistic devices
is the chiasmus, or "mirror-image
symmetry" - a pattern of the form
ABCC1B1A1, as in "(A) He who sheds (B)
the blood (C) of man, (C1) by man (B1)
shall his blood (A1) be shed" (B'reishit
9:6). This form can be the shape of a
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single sentence, as here, or a para-
graph, but it can also exist at larger
levels of magnitude. 

What it means is that a narrative
reaches a certain kind of closure when
the end takes us back to the beginning
- which is precisely what happens at the
end of h'mot. It reminds us, quite
precisely, of the beginning of all
beginnings, when God created heaven
and earth. The difference is that this
time human beings have done the
creating: the Israelites, with their gifts,
the labour and their skills.

To put it simply: B'reishit begins with
God creating the universe as a home
for humankind. Sh'mot ends with
human beings, the Israelites, creating
the Sanctuary as a home for God.

But the parallel goes far deeper than
this - telling us about the very nature of
the difference between kodesh and
chol, sacred and secular, the holy and
the mundane.

We owe to the great mystic, R' Yitzchak
Luria, the concept of TZIMTZUM,
"self-effacement" or "self-limitation".
Luria was perplexed by the question: If
God exists, how can the universe exist?
At every point in time and space, the
Infinite should crowd out the finite. The
very existence of God should act as
does a Black Hole to everything in its
vicinity. Nothing, not even light waves,
can escape a Black Hole, so over-
whelming is its gravitational pull.
Likewise, nothing physical or material
should be able to survive for even a
moment in the presence of the pure,
absolute Being of God.

Luria's answer was that, in order for the
universe to exist, God had to hide
Himself, screen His presence, limit His
Being. That is TZIMTZUM.

Now let us come back to the key words
kodesh and chol. One of the root
meanings of chol, and the related root
CHET-LAMED-LAMED, is "empty". Chol
is the space vacated by God through
the process of self-limitation so that a
physical universe can exist. It is, as it
were, "emptied" of the pure Divine
light.

Kodesh is the result of a parallel process
in the opposite direction. It is the space
vacated by us so that God's presence
can be felt in our midst. It is the result
of our own TZIMTZUM. We engage in
self-limitation every time we set aside
our devices and desires in order to act
on the basis of God's will, not our own.

That is why the details of the Sanctuary
are described at such length: to show
that every feature of its design was not
humanly invented but God-given. That
is why the human equivalent of the
word "good" in the B'reishit creation
account is "as the Lord commanded
Moshe". When we nullify our will to do
God's will, we create something that is
holy.

To put it simply: chol is the space God
makes for humankind. Kodesh is the
space humankind makes for God. And
both spaces are created the same way:
by an act of tzimtzum, self-effacement.

http://www.jonathanpollard.org


OU Israel Center TT 1267  �%  page 21  e   Vayakhel-P'kudei - Para (m) 5778

So the making of the Sanctuary that
takes up the last third of the book of
Sh'mot is not just about a specific
construction, the portable shrine that
the Israelites took with them on
journey through the wilderness. It is
about an absolutely fundamental
feature of the religious life, namely the
relationship between the sacred and
the secular, kodesh and chol. Chol is the
space God makes for us. Kodesh is the
space we make for God.

So, for six days a week - the days that
are chol - God makes space for us to be
creative. On the seventh day, the day
that is Kadosh, we make space for God
by acknowledging that we are His
creations. And what applies in time
applies also in space. There are secular
places where we pursue our own
purposes. And there are holy places
where we open ourselves, fully and
without reserve, to God's purposes.

If this is so, we have before us an idea
with life-transforming implications. The
highest achievement is not self-expres-
sion but self-limitation: making space
for something other and different from
us. The happiest marriages are those in
which each spouse makes space for the
other to be his- or her-self. Great
parents make space for their children.
Great leaders make space for their
followers. Great teachers make space
for their pupils. They are there when
needed, but they don't crush or inhibit
or try to dominate. They practice
tzimtzum, self-limitation, so that others
have the space to grow. That is how
God created the universe, and it is how
we allow others to fill our lives with
their glory. ;
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From the Abravanel Jacob Solomon

The opening main theme is the
private donations of materials for the
Mishkan, and its construction. It
begins with a request to the
Israelites to supply suitable resources
from their valuables. But Moshe did
not immediately launch into the
business of the day. Instead:

Moshe assembled the Congrega-
tion of Israel and said… "This is
what G-d has commanded. Six
days shall you work. On the
seventh day, it shall be Shabbat…
to G-d." (35:1-2)

From the Torah's putting Shabbat
together with the types of work in-
volved in constructing the Mishkan,
the Talmud derives that the 39
Mishkan's acts of labor are the ones
that are forbidden on Shabbat
(Talmud Shabbat 97b).

Most of the second half of the Book
of Sh'mot presents the details of the
construction of the Mishkan. Abra-
vanel comments that we are
required to study it in detail because
of its strong presence in the Torah.
He quotes the Midrash (Tanchuma,
P'kudei 12) that puts forward the
idea that the structure and utensils
of the Mishkan parallel the entire
Creation. 

Examples include: "You shall make
the curtains… to cover the Mishkan"
linking with "Who stretches out the

heavens like a curtain" (T'hilim
104:2). "You shall make the washing
basin out of copper… and put water
there" (30:18) paralleling "Let the
waters under the heavens be
gathered into one area…" (B'reishit
1:9). 

Shabbat also appears in the details,
and it opens this week's parashiot:
"Six days shall you work. On the
seventh day it shall be Shabbat… to
G-d." The Mishkan's connection with
Shabbat thus places it at the spiritual
top of the Creation: "G-d blessed the
seventh day and made it holy,
because then He rested from work-
ing…" (B'reishit 2:3).

Thus the Creator spiritually tele-
scoped the Creation into the
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Mishkan. And in stressing that the
Creation is designed for the values
that the Torah represents, G-d
assured the Israelites: "I shall live
among the Israelites, and I will be
their G-d" (Sh'mot 29:45). This was
later expressed with: "The glory of
G-d filled the Mishkan" (40:34).

In addition, it may be suggested that
the Mishkan represented the then
peak development in positive
human behavior. That was in how
people treated one another. From
unpromising beginnings, there was a
steady line of progress.

Sibling rivalry saw Kayin killing Hevel
on finding that only Hevel's offering
was accepted. Kayin had to spend
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the rest of his life as a vagrant and a
wanderer.
Sibling rivalry saw Ya'akov and Eisav
struggling over the birthright and
the blessing. That led to a long
separation, much tension, and a
distinctly uneasy reconciliation.

Sibling rivalry was behind Yosef's
brothers leaving him for dead, and
finally selling him into slavery. More
progress there: the brothers indeed
regretted the sale and were subse-
quently fully reconciled with one
another.

But in sharp contrast to their
antecedents, Moshe and Aharon
broke through the very core of
sibling rivalry. They rose above it by
functioning as a joint team to serve
others, to set in motion the Exodus
of the suffering Israelites from Egypt.
"Aharon is going out to meet you.
When he sees you, he will rejoice in
his heart" (4:14). Moshe held the key
position, and Aharon gladly put him-
self out to assist him in a clearly
subordinate role: "He will speak for
you to the people; he will be your
communicator, and you will be his
leader" (4:16). 

It was that unity that spread to all

the Israelites when they received the
Torah. "Israel (in the singular)
camped there, opposite the
mountain" (19:2). As Rashi explains,
all together in complete unity.
It was that unity which was also
expressed in the joint effort of all the
Israelites in building the Mishkan. In
response, G-d had assured them: "I
shall live among the Israelites, and I
will be their G-d". 

G-d created the world, but Man
assists in being a partner in the crea-
tion (Rashi to 18:13) in spiritual as
well as in physical matters. It is up to
our generation to work towards pro-
moting the communal and spiritual
harmony that indeed invites G-d to
restore His Presence to Zion. n
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A week off this year

Our Personal
EGYPT

by Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher
Dean of Students, Diaspora Yeshiva

The Hagada says, "In every genera-
tion a person is obligated to see
himself as if he had personally been
liberated from Egypt." How do I
personally make the transition from
slavery to freedom when I was never a
slave? Every person is, in a sense,
born a slave - to ignorance, to lust, to
passion, and to selfishness. Our task is
to free ourselves from our personal
EGYPT, which is spiritual slavery to
the Yetzer Hara.

In Sh'mot ch. 6, the Torah mentions
the Four Expressions of redemption
from Egypt. Let us focus on the first
expression of redemption. "…and I
will take you out from under the
oppressive burdens of Egypt." The
Hebrew word for oppressive burdens
is SIVLOT.

Yet the same word SIVLOT also
means patience, the ability to bear an
oppressive burden. The modern
Hebrew word, SAVLANUT, from the
same root, means tolerance and
patience. The same phenomenon
occurs in the English translation of the
same root. The verb, to suffer, means
to be in great pain, but it also means
the ability to tolerate pain. When we
suffer injustice such as worldwide
terrorism, we are tolerating it.

G-d's promise to the Jewish People
was to deliver them not only from the
physical oppressive burdens of Egypt,
but to liberate them from the patience
and tolerance of slavery. Patience is a
virtue of the righteous, but it can also
be the yoke of the slave. To be able to
bear patiently with apathy and
indifference, the yoke of Egypt, was
the lowest depth of slavery and
degradation.

Thus, when G-d saw the Hebrew
slaves so rooted in their slavery that it
had become their second nature
(Sh'mot 6:9), "…for they did not
listen to Moshe because of shortness
of spirit and hard labor." Therefore,
G-d had to redeem us.

The Jewish People had reached the
ability to bear patiently the entire
system of Egyptian slavery. That
depression and fatalism that afflicted
the Jewish People was the 49th level
of impurity, for beyond that point
there would never be any return. Israel
then would be lost forever.

Therefore, even though G-d had told
Avraham that his children will be
enslaved for 400 years, G-d had to
intervene after 210 years of slavery to
redeem Israel before we reached the
point of no return.

mailto:absaffran@gmail.com
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Vayakhel-P'kudei
BLACK SABBATH
We were walking down the long
airport corridor on the way to the
boarding gate. Somehow, it seems
that whenever my wife and I have
a flight to catch, anywhere, our
gate is always at the furthest end
of the long hall. We had plenty of
time until the airplane departed,
but somehow I experience an
urgent need to rush whenever I
am in an airport, and so we were
in a hurry.

There was a couple coming
toward us, equally hurried. At first,
they didn't even come into focus
for me. They were just anonymous
faces in a crowded hallway. As
they came closer, there was
something vaguely familiar about
them. I turned to my wife and said,
"Don't we know those people from
somewhere?" "I don't think so",
she responded, "but they resem-
ble the Goldblatts."

As we came still closer to each
other, we realized that indeed they
were the Goldblatts, but a twenty
years older version of the Gold-
blatts we knew. Of course, we
were a twenty years older version
too, so it was no wonder that they
didn't recognize us either.

But soon we were face-to-face,
and the intervening years van-
ished, and the good memories
resurfaced. We all slowed down
our rushed pace and took some
time to reconnect with each other.

"We can never forget", exclaimed
Mrs. Goldblatt, "the Friday night
that you had us over for a Shabbat
meal. What we remember most
was the light - the candles, the
chandelier, and the standing
lamps in the corner. They made
the entire dining room glow."

"Yes indeed," agreed her hus-

http://www.freshcoatpainters.co.il
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band. "Real light and spiritual light;
real warmth and the warmth of
friendship."

I first met Mrs. Goldblatt in a
professional context. She was the
administrator of a large social
services agency where I con-
sulted. She was, to say the least,
not a religiously observant Jew.
But when her mother passed
away, my wife and I paid her a
condolence call. She did not "sit
shiva" in any traditional sense, but
let her friends and acquaintances
know that she was home for the
weekend and accepting condo-
lences.

At that visit, we learned about her
background. Her parents had been
ardent communists, and in fact her
father was the last editor of a once
famous Jewish communist news-
paper. She made it clear that she
shared her father's atheistic vision
as well as his social ideals. Her
husband's weltanschauung was
not very different from hers.

As we left her house, my wife and
I uttered the same words to each
other: "We must have them over
for a Shabbat meal!" And so we
did. 

Now do not think for a moment
that I am about to relate some
wonderful story of a religious
transformation. Quite the contrary.
The Goldblatts came to our home
one Friday night, we had a stimu-
lating conversation, good food,
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and our kids behaved themselves.
And then we went our separate
ways, occasionally exchanging
greeting cards over the years, but
no more. As far as we knew, they
remained religiously indifferent.

Until that encounter in the airport
corridor, it was then that we
learned how much of an impres-
sion that Shabbat dinner made
upon them, and about how that
one evening had changed their
attitude toward Judaism. And of all
the things that they remembered, it
was the light and warmth that they
remembered most.

When we were finally on our flight,
I had time to think, and I found
myself reflecting upon a verse in
this week's double Torah portion,
Vayakhel-P'kudei (Sh'mot 35:1-
40:38). The verse occurs very
near the beginning of the parsha
and reads "...On the seventh day
you shall have a Shabbat of
complete rest, holy to the Lord...
You shall kindle no fire throughout
your settlements on the Shabbat
day."

Two classic Jewish thinkers,
neither of whom I mention fre-
quently in this column, speak
about this verse and its interpre-
tation by an ancient sect of the
Jewish people, the Karaites. This
group denied that there was any
interpretation possible of the Bible
except a literal one. They claim
that there was no such thing as an

Oral Law and rebelled against
rabbinic tradition.

This sect persisted for many
centuries and was persecuted,
along with mainstream Jews, by
our enemies throughout history. I
have heard tell that there are still
remnants of that sect in Israel and
the Balkan countries.

But all I know about the Karaites is
what I have read in the works of
the great Jewish philosopher,
Saadia Gaon, and in the biblical
commentary of Abraham Ibn Ezra.
Both of these sages see our verse
and its interpretation as one of the
major differences between tradi-
tional rabbinic Jews and the
Karaite sectarians.

The rabbis understood this verse
to mean that one could not kindle
fire on Shabbat, and that cooking
was prohibited on that day. But
they go into great detail about how
to prepare in advance stoves and
lamps that will heat and illuminate
our homes and keep our Shabbat
foods warm throughout the
Shabbat day.

The Karaites understood the verse
quite differently. "You shall kindle
no fire..." meant, for them, that all
fires had to be extinguished before
sunset on Friday, and that the



OU Israel Center TT 1267  �%  page 29  e   Vayakhel-P'kudei - Para (m) 5778

home had to remain dark and cold.
They would partake of no warm
food for the entire day.
Their SShabbat was darker still.
They forbade intimate relations
between husband and wife on the
Shabbat, and they insisted that the
biblical verse which enjoins us to
remain in our places on Shabbat
was also to be taken literally. So
they left their homes only to attend
their houses of prayer, but not
even to visit family and friends.

How different is the Shabbat pre-
scribed by our rabbinical sages.
They insist that our homes be well
lit, and to this day we are careful to
include at least one hot portion of
food in our Shabbat day meal as a



CHESED FUND
Purim is just behind us and Pesach looms ahead.
So too, no sooner than Matanot LaEvyonim is
behind us, the ongoing mitzva of Tzedaka takes
the form of Kimcha d'Pischa - helping the less-

fortunate with their Pesach needs.
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att. Menachem Persoff
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or leave them at the front desk

Awesome Tours & Transportation
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OLD BUSINESS
Last week's Megila Morsels (which you
might have seen, or not) 'reported' an
interesting balance in the number of
occurrences of names in the Megila.
There was a slight error in one of the
numbers, and the corrected version
packs a punch.

Mordechai's name occurs 58 times in
The Megila. Haman (54) and Zeresh (4)
combine to 58. Evenly match foes,
shall we say. Esther (55) + Hadassah (1)
+ HAMALKA (without her name, twice)
also comes to 58. Side point (but
maybe not), 58 is the numeric value of
CHEIN, charm, grace, inner beauty - a
word used six times in the Megila in
connection with Esther. Achashveirosh
occurs 29 times, that's half of 58.
(Rabbi NK suggested that the number
results from his offer to give Esther up
to half his kingdom.) Or, we can
double his number because his name
almost always is paired with HaMelech.

statement against the Karaite
heresy.

The Goldblatts (this, of course, is
not their real name) remain to this
day as ignorant of rabbinic Juda-
ism as I am of the Karaite version
of our faith. But their one visit to
our Shabbat table was sufficient to
dispel their previous notion of
Shabbat as a day of darkness and
despondency. They learned that
the Shabbat home is a home of
warmth and light, and that
Shabbat is indeed a gift from the
Almighty's special treasury.

My family and I are proud that we
were able to create a Shabbat
environment on that Friday night
long ago which could teach that
lesson to our dear and respected
friends, the Goldblatts.

Would that each of us, less obser-
vant or more so, would create
such a Shabbat environment this

Friday night and for every Friday
night for the rest of our lives. May
we all bask in the glowing light and
loving warmth of Shabbat this
week as we read Vayakhel and
P'kudei. ��

mailto:benlevine10@gmail.com
http://www.awesometoursisrael.com
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Teachings of the Maharal

Why do we rejoice at
a wedding? (2)

Netiv Gemilut Chasadim 4:161 - Rabbi
Abahu said that making the wedding
couple rejoice is like sacrificing a
thanksgiving offering, as it is written,
"Those who bring a thanksgiving offering
to the house of Hashem" [Yirmiyahu
17:26]. Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak that it
is as though one rebuilds a ruin from
among Jerusalem's ruin, as it is written,
"for I will return the return of the land as
it was at first, said Hashem." This verse
explains great things about the coupling
of the bride and groom. Their union
connects with a perfection on high, a
divine event like no natural event. The
pairing of the couple is not a natural but

a divine event, as testified by His name
KAH found in man [ISH with a YUD] and
woman [ISHA with a HEI] that teaches a
G-dly connection in Sh'lemut. In nature,
male and female are inherently different,
and their union is a divine happening,
and KAH Hashem is in both of them.
Thus, rejoicing is fitting for the perfection
of the union which initiates happiness,
just as, Heaven forfend, loss initiates
mourning. When there is rejoicing there
is broadening and expansion in all four
sides, and the fifth which is the midpoint.
To not rejoice transgresses the five
sounds that expand in all directions as
well as the midpoint, the internal
direction. To nullify happiness, which
informs the perfection of Creation, is to
nullify the praise of Hashem. This teaches
us that He created man with Sh'lemut. 

How does the wedding relate to the
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NEW BUSINESS
See page 30 for OLD BUSINESS and
then come back here.

DavkaWriter (the word processor with
which all of Torah Tidbits is prepared
for printing - IMO, no program handles
Hebrew and English better) has good
searching and counting abilities, and
had been used for the original count-
ing of names. But the main  work was
done on AlHaTorah.org. Found this...

Esther - 55 times + one for Hadassah.
Sarai+Sara - 55 times + once for Yiska.

What connects them? The number 127

thanksgiving offering? The offering is
brought when Hashem does a miracle
for a person to save him from death or
some misfortune. This teaches that
Hashem is One in His world, is
Omnipotent and does His will - that is
why He did the miracle.  Both leavened
and unleavened bread is brought with a
Korban Toda, opposites to show He is
One - nothing but He exists, even
including opposites. The angel Micha'el
is appointed on water and Gavri'el on
fire, but Hashem rules over opposites,
and as a sign of this we offer to Him
opposites attesting to His Unity. To cause
the wedding couple to rejoice,
opposites, male and female, being
united by Hashem, is like the thanks-
giving offering. 

How is it like building a Jerusalem ruin?
When the man and woman unite, it is as
if they build a house as it says in the fifth
wedding blessing, "and He fixed from it
an eternal building" - the couple is the
building, a G-dly building. Now you
understand that rejoicing at the wedding
is an exalted mitzva.

Rav Yehuda bar Ilai would take a myrtle
branch and dance before the bride and
say, "A fine and pious bride." Rav Shmuel
bar Yitzchak would dance with three
myrtle branches. He would throw each
one up and catch it. Three things are
mentioned here - Dancing in front of
bride and groom is complete happiness
which has a great reward. The fact that it
may look foolish is a advantage, for
overcoming his ordinary conduct to do
the mitzva in the face of looking foolish,
which shows self-sacrifice in the
performance of the mitzva. Rav Acha had
her ride on his shoulders, and the rabbis

questioned his propriety, saying, "should
we all carry on like this?" Rav Acha
retorted, "If it is proper in your estima-
tion, then do it; if not, do not."

Column prepared by Dr. Moshe Kuhr
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Two more SUNDAYS at 7:30pm
Ed. note: Don't worry about his serious face in the
picture to the left - He's really a fun & funny guy
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SCHEDULE NOTES SUNDAY • '̀  mei MONDAY • 'a mei

4  Vayakhel-P'kudei•Para

March 10th • 4:00pm
Rabbi Sidney Goldstein

In the Ganchrow
Beit Midrash...

10:00am
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld
Bava Kama - 3rd perek
This shiur is in tribute to
Rabbi Fred Hollander z"l

Sun thru Thu • 11:15am
RCA DAF YOMI

Rotating Magidei Shiur
The Daf Yomi shiur
is in tribute to Rabbi

Yitzchak Botwinick z"l

9:00am
Rabbi David Walk

T'hilim - Divine Poetry

10:00am • L'Ayla
Mrs. Sylvie Schatz

Perek Shira

11:10am • L'Ayla
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz
Wisdom for Life - Mishlei

Resumes after Pesach
Rabbi Chaim Eisen

KUZARI

2:00pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Why is Moshe MIA
in the Hagada?

see also rabbisprecher.com

9:15am • L'Ayla
Mrs. Pearl Borow

Book(let) of YONA

9:30am & 10:30am
Mommy & Me with Jackie
054-533-9305 • correjackie@gmail.com

10:30am
Rabbi A Goldscheider

on Rav Kook

11:10am • L'Ayla
Torah for Mommies

see p. 40 bottom

11:30am (050-415-3239)
Get Fit While You Sit

with Sura Faecher

2:00pm

Su/M/W/Th • 4:30pm
Rabbi Hillel Ruvel

Gemara Shiur

Please note:
Regular shiurim:
25NIS members

30NIS non-mem • 5NIS Life
One-time shiurim and

mini-series 25NIS members
and Life Members

30NIS for non-members
unless otherwise indicated

Discounted zeiqihxk
(punch cards) available at
the front desk and valid

for all shiurim and classes
(as are Courtesy Cards)

7:30pm • see page 33
Shiur & Humor with

Rabbi David Kilimnick

8:00pm • no charge
Rabbi Mordechai Machlis

The Book of Shmuel

See

page 60-61
for Video Schedule

and more
programs

at the
OU Israel Center

Rebbitzen Pearl Borow
Women in Tanach

3:00pm
Phil Chernofsky

Mishna, Mitzvot & more

3:00pm
Music with Jackie for children

5:20pm
Pri-Hadash Writing Workshop

Ruth: 02 6287359; Judy: 054-569-0410

7:30pm
Dorot OU Intergenerational Choir

Directed by Hadassah Jacob
call Sara - 560 9104

8:00pm - see p.39
Pre-Pesach shiur
Rabbi Zev Leff

mailto:correjackie@gmail.com
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TUESDAY • 'b mei WEDNESDAY • 'c mei THURSDAY • 'd mei

9:00am
Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

Minchat Chinuch
A Study of Mitzvot

9:15am • L'Ayla
Mrs. Shira Smiles
Torah Tapestries

10:30am • L'Ayla
Mrs. Shprintzee Rappaport
Ramchal's Derech HaShem

10:30am
Parshat HaShavua by
Rabbi Sholom Gold

11:30am T'hilim Group (women)

Mar 13 • 11:30am • L'Ayla
AVIVA SERENGE

with Guided Imagery
see p.33

Mar 7th • 9:00am
Rabbi Aharon Adler

Rendevous of Torah & Science

Mar 14th • 9:00am
Phil Chernofsky

Pesach Checklist - part 1

10:15am
Rabbi Anthony Manning
Halachic & Hashkafic Issue
in Contemporary Society

11:30am
Rabbi Ian Pear

2:00 & 3:00pm • L'Ayla
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow

The Transmission of
Torah via Pirkei Avot

Chumash with M'forshim

Mar 8th - no
March 15th • 9:00am

Rabbi Ari Kahn
Parshat HaShavua

9:00am
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

Resumes March 15th
Rabbi Baruch Taub

Thursday the Rabbi gave his Drasha
11:30am

Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Unlocking the Messages in Chazal

2:15pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler

Book of Melachim

12:15pm - Welcome Back
Rabbi Nachman Winkler

History is HIS Story

1:45pm
Dr. Deborah Polster

Jews Migrate
to Other Lands

3:00pm
Knitting Club with Verna

7:00pm
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler
Rambam: Philosopher & Codifier

7:30pm
Dr. Avivah

Gottlieb Zornberg
Insights into the Parsha

7:00pm
Rabbi Yonatan Kolatch

Topics in Parshanut

Rabbi Chaim Eisen
No shiur Mar 7,14

Special Pesach shiur
on Mar 21st • 7:30pm

Exact change 
while you're 

on line
will save everyone

lots of time!

Mar 8th • 2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Current events in
the haftara and parsha

Thank you to Yehuda Lave for
helping to make the shiur a reality

Mar 15th • 2:30pm
Rabbi Ephraim Sprecher

Special shiur on
his son's yahrzeit

Are the Dead aware
of the Living?

l "f miig l ` eny xy`  p"r l
dpeive mixt `  oa

8:00pm
Rabbi Avrum Kowalsky

Topics in Sho-f'tim
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Pre-Pesach
Chizuk shiur

with

Rabbi Zev Leff ` "hil y

Monday, March 12th
8:00pm Israel time

2:00pm EDT

THE SEDER
What is its Purpose and
How is it Accomplished

At the OU Israel Center
25NIS members /30NIS non-mem

Live streaming link:
www.ouisrael.org/events/

pre-pesach-webcast-rav-zev-leff/

http://www.ouisrael.org/events/
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Mondays • 10:30am to 12:30pm
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Ki Tisa

Making Up for Lost Time
The sidra starts with a general
meeting. "Vayakhel Moshe et kol
adat b'nei Yisra'el", "And Moses
assembled all the congregation of
the Children of Israel" (Sh'mot 35:1).
General meetings of course have an
agenda. The agenda of this meeting
was not argument but education - a
summary of the laws of Shabbat.
The purpose was to ensure that the
whole congregation got the mes-
sage and they all learned that
whatever the important tasks they
were engaged on, nothing was so
important that it could not be
pushed aside for Shabbat.
Those who keep Shabbat are well
aware of this rule and it gives their
lives a great deal of benefit.
But there are others who haven't the
time or patience for Shabbat, or,
more probably, they have never
tasted the serenity and sanctity of
the day and don't know what they
are missing.
That is one of the drawbacks of the
Jewish education system with which
so many were brought up - it tried
to teach Hebrew, but it failed to give
us a taste of Jewish life.
Now of course we are grown up and
some of us argue that it's too late

for us, but please teach our
grandchildren - and we couldn't be
more wrong. We can always make
up for lost time. What you didn't
start when you are four can still
begin when you are forty.
In some ways the adult experience
of Judaism is even more valuable
because we come to it with a
mature mind and the ability to
choose what we want.
True, it needs humility. We need to
be able to admit that there are
things we don't know. It also means
that we will make mistakes along
the way.
So what? It is the sincere effort that
matters.
When the sages say that there are
questions we all face when we seek
to enter Heaven (Shab. 31a), they do
not say we will be asked, "Were you
a great scholar? Were you
super-froom?" but "kavata ittim
laTorah", "Did you spend time on
Torah?"
Spend the time, make the effort,
and whether you become a great
scholar or super-froom or not, you
will enrich your life and find so
much joy, stability and meaning.

Rabbi Apple was Australia's highest profile rabbi and held
many public roles. He now lives in Jerusalem. He blogs at
www.oztorah.com

http://www.oztorah.com
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from the virtual desk of the
OU VEBBE REBBE
The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in the areas of Kashrut, Jewish Law and
Values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemda, the Institute for Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem,
headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt"l, to prepare
rabbanim and dayanim to serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a
joint venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemda... and OU Israel's Torah Tidbits.

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com

When to Make Up
P'sukei D'zimra

Question: Someone in shul did
something I see as strange. He came late,
skipped to Yishtabach when the tzibbur
got up to it, but then was making up few
p'sukim of P'sukei D'zimra at each of the
pauses in Birchot Kri'at Sh'ma and
during chazarat hashatz (we barely had a
minyan, and it was unclear to me how
often he was answering AMEIN). Is that
the right way to do things? 

Answer: Your shul-mate was
correct to skip parts of P'sukei D'zimra
in order to daven with the tzibur,
preferably finishing Yishtabach
together and, more crucially, starting
Shemoneh Esrei together (Shulchan
Aruch, Orach Chayim 52:1). For
Sephardim, one may even skip all of
P'sukei D'zimra, including Baruch
She'amar and Yishtabach (ibid.),
whereas Ashkenazim should say at
least those berachot and Ashrei
(Mishna Berura 52:6). 

However, it was wrong to say parts of
P'sukei D'zimra during pauses in
Birchot Sh'ma, during which one may
not speak non-crucial things. There

are two sets of rules of speech at that
time: in between b'rachot and sections
of Kri'at Sh'ma (bein hap'rakim), and
in their midst (see Shulchan Aruch,
OC 66:1). Actually, most of the
"pauses", i.e., when we wait for the
chazan, are in the midst of b'rachot of
Kri'at Sh'ma or other times when it is
particularly bad to speak, even for
mitzva purposes. (The exception is
after "…yotzer ham'orot.") 

Even bein hap'rakim, the list of
permitted recitations is very limited.
The Shulchan Aruch (ibid.) rules that
one who did not put on tallit and
tefillin previously may do so with a
b'racha during bein hap'rakim. How-
ever, the Rama cites an opinion that
one does not recite the b'racha until
later, even though putting on tefillin at
that time is important (see Shulchan
Aruch, OC 25:4), and rules this way
regarding tzitzit/tallit. The Mishna
Berura (66:15) explains that since
having a tallit on at that time is only
desirable and not a real requirement,

http://www.rabbisholomgold.com
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the b'racha is an unjustified interrup-
tion during the Kri'at Sh'ma section.

How critical is P'sukei D'zimra at that
point? For one who skipped all of
P'sukei D'zimra (see above), arguably,
if he now realizes that he can fit it in
bein hap'rakim, it might be important
enough to do. After all, according to
the Shulchan Aruch, a make-up
P'sukei D'zimra will be without Baruch
She'amar/Yishtabach. We find a
machloket whether a passing oppor-
tunity to make a non-critical b'racha
(see Mishna Berura 66:19 regarding
the b'racha on lightning) justifies
recitation bein hap,rakim. However,
assuming the person said a shortened
P'sukei D'zimra, why recite individual
mizmorim at this sensitive point? After
all, there already was a basic pre-tefilla
praise of Hashem (P'sukei D'zimra's
main function), and the fact that one
may shorten it shows the rest is not
critical. Whatever he recited was out
of its normal framework (i.e., between
Baruch She'amar and Yishtabach), and
the mizmorim can and should be done
after tefilla. There is a better idea, for
one who hopes to get in more of
P'sukei D'zimra than if he just skips to
Yishtabach and knows he davens
faster than the chazan. He can
continue P'sukei D'zimra, answering
Kaddish and Barchu while in its midst,
and then catch up to the tzibur during
Birchot Kri'at Sh'ma (Mishna Berura
52:6). 

What about P'sukei D'zimra during

chazarat hashatz? The basic halacha is
that it is only forbidden to speak
mundane matters during chazarat
hashatz (Shulchan Aruch OC, 124:7).
However, poskim consider it bad
precedent to even learn Torah or
recite supplications when people
should be concentrating on chazarat
hashatz (Mishna Berura 124:17). If it is
unclear if there are ten (perhaps, nine
- see Living the Halachic Process vol. I,
A-10) people listening to every word
(Igrot Moshe, OC IV 19) then it is
certainly wrong to be involved in
anything else. If (as is likely) recitation
of P'sukei D'zimra will cause him to
miss answering some AMEINs and this
may cause the loss of the quorum for
AMEIN during some b'rachot (others
in shul likely also sometimes lose
concentration), this is severe (Shul-
chan Aruch, OC 124:4). 

Rav Daniel Mann, Eretz Hemdah Institute

Questions? email info@eretzhemdah.org

Having a dispute?
For a Din Torah in English or Hebrew

contact 'Eretz Hemdah - Gazit' Rabbinical
Court: 077-215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org

mailto:info@eretzhemdah.org
mailto:beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
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Guest article
by Rabbi David Walk

TEMPLE IN TIME
There are widely disparate attitudes to
time. Those with a more cavalier
attitude find schedules and appoint-
ments mere suggestions, while there
are others with a more punctilious
approach who serve their time pieces
as ruthless masters over their lives.
Modern devices are geared to option
#2. Our digital watches and smart
phones are amazingly accurate. In the
world of halacha, there is a movement
towards ever more exacting standards,
listing times down to tenths of seconds.
For example, when is sh'ki'a (sunset)?
This Friday night in Jerusalem the sun
sets at 5:42:30pm. But what happens at
that instant? I don't know. In the US,
most people use the data from the
Naval Observatory in Washington
(Where Mike Pence lives). They say
sunset is when the sun is exactly half
way down. I'd prefer to know when the
last ray of sun disappears, and for
sunrise I'd prefer that very first sparkle
of light over the horizon. I'd like to think
that in these issues, close enough
should be fine, like horse shoes. My
wife and I live in Jerusalem at the north
east corner of Baka on Derech Chevron.
Across from us we can see the St. Clair
Monastery. I'm very curious about what
goes on behind those forbidding walls.
All day long they ring bells around the
turning of each hour. It can be a few
minutes before the hour or a few after.
But the brothers only do it during
daylight hours. I'd like to think they're

going by a sundial. Ahh, for simpler
times.

Time is on my mind this week, because
some remarkable assertions about time
are presented at the beginning of this
week's double parsha: Moshe called the
whole community of the children of
Israel to assemble, and he said to them:
...Six days work may be done, but on
the seventh day you shall have sanctity,
a day of complete rest to the Lord
(Sh'mot 35:1-2). It's very rare that the
entire nation is called together, so this
must be of great importance. But
what's the message? Don't work on
Shabbat. Hadn't they already gotten
that memo at the foot of Mt. Sinai?
What's being added that makes this
announcement so very special? Well,
it's got to be the context, which is
about the final push to build the
Mishkan. The very next line after the
warning about Shabbat is: This is the
word that the Lord has commanded to
say: Take from yourselves an offering
for the Lord; every generous hearted
person shall bring it, as the Lord's
offering... and make... the Mishkan
(verses 4-5, 10-11). Conclusion: There's
a connection between Shabbat the
Mikdash.



www.gabairealestate.com
GREEK COLONY , minutes from Emek Refaim -
Extremely rare, 4 bedroom apartment for under
2,000,000NIS. You will not find a better deal than
this on the market today.
SAIDOFF - Gorgeous and spacious 130m apt,
with the most exceptional view in Jerusalem. Pool,
gym, 24-hr guard, shul in the building. Walking
distance to Shaarei Chesed, Nachlaot and the
Kotel. Succah balcony, storage and parking. 
The best deal in the building. 
MEKOR CHAYIM , Second floor with Shabbat
elevator in a beautiful boutique building 100m
4 rooms, 2 full bathrooms, parking, storage, nice
balcony (partially succah). Great shuls in the area,
5 minute walk to Emek Refaim, and around the
corner from the Mesila
PRIVATE HOUSE, Rare - 5 minute walk from
Sha'arei Chesed. 260m on a 260m lot. Huge back-
yard, private roof, building rights. Constructed to
the highest level. For sale or for rent. 
EFRAT, Matityahu HaKohen  - Guaranteed 3.7%
R.O.I! 77m, 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom, newly built.
Gorgeous views from 2 balconies. Parking,
American windows and central a/c and heat.
Asking: 1,290,000NIS

EFRAT - Brand new cottage, over 200m in the
popular Village project. Upgraded 5 bedroom
property plus basement and parking. Large out-
side space, great view, perfect family home. 
For reduced price!
ZAYIT, Efrat  - Spectacular semi attached family
house! Approx 470m, large living areas, terrific
eat-in kitchen, great backyard for the kids to run
around in, separate rental unit and office, spacious
“American” style bedrooms, insulation.
exceptional layout, Most pop. new neighborhood
in Efrat. 
BUSTENAI - Brand new on the market! Old Arab
style architecture, a whopping 170m on one level
with a 200m registered garden. Private parking.
Lots of character.

                                    
Yaniv Gabbay                         Elia Gabai
052-614-1442                    052-862-9208
yaniv@gabairealestate.com • eliagabai@gmail.com
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But what is the relationship between
Shabbat and this holy building? The
most famous answer is that even
though once the building has been
erected, the kohanim can bring
sacrifices and do many otherwise
Shabbat-prohibited acts, it cannot be
built on Shabbat. Okay, but let's see if
we can find something a bit meatier.

Over the past few years, Koren
Publishers and the OU have collabor-
ated on some wonderful publications.
Two of my favorites are the Koren
Siddur with a commentary by Rav
Jonathan Sacks and the Koren Mesoret
Harav Siddur, which collected many
inspiring comments on the Siddur by
Rav Soloveitchik. They both contain
enlightening and very different ideas
on this topic. The comments are on that
remarkable poem which combines a
discussion of both topics, namely Licha
Dodi (Rav Shlomo Alkabetz, mid-
1500s).

After asking Shabbat to come to us as
our beloved, in stanza three we say:
'Mikdash of the King in the royal city'.
This begins a five-stanza discussion
about rebuilding the Temple. What's it
doing here? Rav Sacks writes: The poet
speaks of the desolate condition of
Jerusalem and the Jewish people...
summoning them to shake of their grief
rouse themselves to new glory (p.319-320).
We spend Shabbat contemplating the
future splendor of our Temple and our
nation. Since the great mystics of Tzfat
in the sixteenth century (of whom Rav
Alkabetz was one), called Shabbat
mei'ein olam haba (a sample of the
World to Come), why not invest effort
in anticipating and dreaming about

http://www.gabairealestate.com
mailto:yaniv@gabairealestate.com
mailto:eliagabai@gmail.com
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Torah Tidbits is looking for 
volunteers to help transport
TT from Jerusalem or other
distribution points to

Raanana • Zichron Yaakov
Giv'at Sh'muel • Tel Aviv • Afula

If you can help, even one week, please
call Toni at 0505-772-111. Thank you.

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

that future reality in rebuilt Jerusalem?

Rav Soloveitchik doesn't see it that way
at all. The discussion of Shabbat and
the Mikdash in our parsha and in our
poem is logical and reasonable. They
must be considered together because
of their commonality. The Rav wrote:
Conceptually, the Holy Temple and the
Shabbat are similar; they facilitate an
encounter with God. The difference lies
only in dimension - space or time... The
Jew who accepts Shabbat, finds himself
in the same position as the Jew who
entered the Temple Sanctuary long
ago... The Temple is the place where
God resides, and the Jew visits - on
Shabbat... God pays us a visit (p.354-355).

This brings me back to the point I was
discussing at the beginning of this
article. How do we determine times in
Judaism? Do we get into this frenzy for
hyper accuracy? I'd like to think not.
Too many people spend Friday
afternoon trying to figure out exactly
how much time they have until
Shabbat. The Rav believes that misses
the point. Friday afternoon should be a
special time of anticipation for an
amazing event which should never get
stale. The Master of the Universe is
coming to visit. The Rav wrote that a
polite person goes out to greet the
Sh'china (the Divine Presence, Thinking

Aloud: Sefer Shemos, p.253)). Don't you
want to be there in shul before God
arrives? You would be if a flesh and
blood ruler were coming.

I know that there will be times when
things go wrong and we find ourselves
rushing to get ready for Shabbat, but
that shouldn't be the norm. The default
position for Friday afternoon should be
tremendous excitement for the
approaching rendezvous with our
Maker. That shouldn't require a
stopwatch. It should require us to be in
shul before the Exalted Guest; excitedly
anticipating the precious moment.
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Schocketino
Catering

Under the
supervision

of
u-Israel
Mehadrin

Pareve
and
Meat
menu

Call
052-855-1538

Brit,
Bar/Bat Mitzva
Sheva Brachot
Anniversary

Family gathering

Rabbi Kahana's
articles

www.nachmankahana.com

L

http://www.nachmankahana.com


Having a Brit?
KISEI SHEL ELIYAHU

Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center

For details, call
Marion Silman 052-240-7078
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Torah MiTzion  was established with the goal of strengthening Jewish communities around the globe. 
Over the past twenty two years Torah MiTzion's shlichim have inspired and enriched their host communities 
through a network of Religious Zionist Kollels. These Divrei Torah originally appeared in Torah Mitzion's 
weekly publication, Shabbat MiTzion

IMPURITY & PURITY by Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

In this week’s special Maftir we read of
the Para Aduma, the totally red cow
that was burnt and the ashes were used
to purify the person who was tamei
met, who had become impure through
contact with a dead body. (Bemidbar
19:1-22)...

...it is interesting to note that the
portion taken from the prophet
Yechezkel to be read as the Haftara
contains no mention of the para
aduma. The passage does speak about
purity and impurity but on a different
level, not a human one, but more of a
Divine concept of tum'a and tahara.

The Haftara opens with God admonish-
ing the Jewish people for making the
Land of Israel impure. “The house of
Israel dwell in their land and they
defiled it through their ways like the
impurity of the menstrual woman thus
were their ways before Me.” The Jewish
people were given a great Divine gift,
they lived in the Land of Israel, God’s
land and the land were one can be
close to Him.

However, instead of using this gift
wisely, they followed evil ways and
corrupted themselves and the land
together with them.

God promises “I will pour My wrath on
them due to the blood that they spilt
on the land, I will spread them among
the nations and they will become
strangers in their lands.” If the Jewish
people cannot use the Land properly
then they will be exiled from her. They
will wander and suffer among the
nations of the world.

There, among the nations, they will
commit the worst possible crime. “They
will desecrate My holy name that they
[the other nations] will say of them
‘These are the people of God and they
have left their land’”. The fact that the
Jews have been exiled from their land is
a desecration of the Divine Name. If
these are the people of God and they
have been ejected from their land and
their glory is shattered, what can one
say of their God?

...The definition of chilul Hashem, is
given by the Gemara. “Whoever learns
Torah and is close to Torah scholars and
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RASKO CLOSE TO THE SAN SIMON PARK
3 rooms, first floor, 70m, good shape, balcony, storage
room, parking. 1,890,000NIS

GERMAN COLONY In Ganei Katamon, Nice 2 rooms
55m, elevator, balcony, sunny, storage room, parking.
Exclusive - 2,290,000NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN Nice 3 rooms,
ground floor, balcony, exit to garden, good price! Quiet
2,400,000NIS

MEKOR HAIM CLOSE TO THE MESILA PARK
Beautiful 4 rooms, new building, Shabbat elevator,
renovated, succah balcony, parking, storage room
2,890,000NIS

KIRIAT SHMUEL 5 rooms, 120m,elevator, balcony
with view,4 directions, parking, for renovation
3,500,000NIS

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO THE SHTIBLACH
Large 4 rooms, small new building, Shabbat elevator,
succah balcony, master bedroom, 3 directions, storage
room, parking,rare!
TALBIEH WITH GARDEN Ground floor of arabic
style house, 210m private garden, 3 rooms + 150m
basement, high ceiling, great location. Unique!

054-216-0087 • brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com

is dishonest is business and does not
deal nicely with others, what do people
say of him? Woe to him who learnt
Torah, woe to his rabbi who taught him
Torah, see how corrupt his deeds are
and how despicable his ways are”
(Yoma 86a). The Gemara “proves” this
by bringing our verse that tells of the
desecration of God’s name by the
people living in exile.

The same can be said with regards the
Jewish people in exile. The other
nations see them and are aghast. If
these are the people that are supposed
to be representing God in the world,
how come they are outside of their
land? The conclusion may be reached
that God is ineffectual and incapable of
supporting and protecting His people...
This is a chilul Hashem, the ultimate
desecration of God’s name.

The prophet immediately tells us what
will become of this chilul Hashem. “I
will be compassionate on My holy
name that the children of Israel
desecrated among the nations that
they came to. Thus say to Israel, ‘God
says not for your sake will I do, rather
for the sake of My holy name that you
desecrated among the nations that you
came to. I will sanctify My name that
was desecrated among the nations that
you desecrated among them, and the

nations will know that I am God when I
sanctify Myself before them. I will take
you from the nations and gather you
from all of the lands and bring you to
your land. I will pour on you purifying
waters and purify you from all of your
impurity and iniquity’”.

The rest of the Haftarah deals with the
return to the Land and the rebuilding
and rebirth of the nation.

mailto:brothersmovingisrael@gmail.com
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Apartment Management
also vacation rentals Since 1978

ITZHAK KOTLER
(02) 586-1554 052-286-3877

See us at www.jerusalem-management.com

"The birds and the bees"
Experience migrating birds in the Hula
reserve • Visit a religiouskibbutz that

helps the world with bees. And more...

Tuesday, March 13
shalompollack613@gmail.com

God promises Divine tahara. Whether
the Jewish people are in a fit state we
will be purified when the time comes,
as God has decreed that this is what will
be. God frees us as part of a grand
Divine plan, not only because we
‘deserve’ it.

This is clearly related to the theme of
Parah and the preparation for the
festival of Pesach that requires a state
of purity.

The Haftara opens with the words “The
house of Israel dwell in their land and
they defiled it through their ways like
the impurity of the menstrual woman
thus were their ways before Me”. Why
does the prophet use the image of the
impurity of the nida, the menstrual
woman as opposed to any other type
of tum'a?

The Midrash explains that the tum'a of
nida has a positive outcome, as it is a
sign of fertility. (Tanchuma, Metzora 9)
The Midrash continues “Therefore God
equates the impurity of Israel to that of
the nida, as she becomes impure and

then pure again [by immersion in the
mikvah, the ritual bath]. Thus God will
purify Israelas it says ‘I will pour on you
purifying waters and purify you.’”

The Midrash uses the image of the nida
to show that impurity is not something
to be afraid of or to run from. Impurity
is a necessary stage that leads to
greater purity and to rebirth. Thus the
impurity of Israel will lead to a greater
purity during the rebirth of the
redemption.

It is totally natural for a person to
experience periods of impurity. One
needs to learn to purify oneself and to
achieve even greater heights. This is the
positive side of impurity and it is as true
for the national impurity as it is for the
impurity of the individual.

How are we to achieve purity? How can
we end our long period of exile,
desecration of the Divine name and
impurity?

The Midrash supplies the answer. “Like
the impurity of the nida and not that of
the dead person. As when a corpse is in
a house a kohen cannot enter there, as
it is tamei. But with the impurity of the

http://www.jerusalem-management.com
mailto:shalompollack613@gmail.com
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Koren Books FOR SALE
at the OU Israel Center

• Koren Illustrated Haggada

• The Jonathan Sacks Hagadda

• Seder Talk - Erica Brown

• Redemption Then & Now
- Rabbi Benjamin Bleich

• Change & Renewal 
- R' Adin Steinsaltz

• Talks on the Parsha 
- R' Adin Steinsaltz

• Person in the Parsha 
- Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Weinreb

nida, akohen can enter the house and
sit with her.

Thus were God to aliken Israel to the
impurity of the corpse, the Divine
presence would never return. However
He alikened them to the nida, the
Divine presence dwells among Israel
even when they are impure, as it says
‘Who dwells among them in their
impurity’ (Vayikra 16:16).’”

The prophet promises us that God did
not leave us even in our darkest hour.
Even when it seemed as though He was
absent... still He dwelled among us.

God took us out of Egypt even though
we may not have deserved it and not
have been on the highest spiritual level.
So will He redeem and purify us in our
days. He brought us back to our land
from among the nations of the world,
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Nachi Reality • 054-461-3943
• Penthouse in Baka! 5.5 rooms, 3 full baths, 160m

16m sukka porch. 2x parking. Large living room
and kitchen. 6m storage. Duplex with Shabbat
elevator. 5,100,000NIS

• Charming Garden apt in Baka! 90m, 4 room,
80m private garden. Beautifully renovated, quiet
street. Live in the city with a countryside vibe.
One of a kind. 3,290,000NIS

• GREAT DEAL - Katamon, Elazar HaModa'i
street, right off Emek, 4 room, 85m, stone
building, 1.5 floors up with mirpeset, parking. 
Only 2,440,000NIS

Jonathan Rosenblum, DPM

• 050-595-5161
Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,

Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

and He will purify us. Like the nida, we
suffer times of distance and tum'a. But
we know that this is temporary and will
lead to rebirth and even greater tahara.
�P
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for Fertility and Gynecology
in Accordance with Halacha

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem and helps couples from all over the world who are experiencing fertility
problems. Puah offers free counseling in five languages, halachic supervision, and educational programs. Offices in
Jerusalem, New York, Los Angeles, Paris. Contact: (02) 651-5050 (Isr) • 718-336-0603 (US) • www.puahonline.org

The Case of 
the Carrier Donor

Due to an increase in the age of
marriage and as a result of certain
medical conditions, more and more
couples are turning to egg donors to
supply them with viable eggs. This is a
complex issue since it introduces
another partner into the creation of the
child. Couples are worried whether the
child will look very different from them
and everyone will immediately know
that they used an egg donor. There are,
of course, halachic questions with this
procedure that need to be dealt with by
an expert Rabbi. 

In a recent court case the Albany, New
York court dealt with a tragedy that
must be a major concern for all such
couples. Two couples came to the court
who had given birth to children with a
genetic defect. The genetic abnormality
was later traced to donated eggs and
the donor was found to be a carrier of
the severe genetic illness. 

The two children, both born in 2009,
have Fragile X syndrome, a genetic
condition that can lead to intellectual
and developmental impairments.
Women have two X chromosomes that
contain the genetic code that deter-
mines how the child will be formed. In
the case of Fragile X, one of the X
chromosomes is impaired. Since women

have two X chromosomes, having one
damaged one will not usually affect
them, but their sons, who only have one
X chromosome as well as a Y chromo-
some, will be ill, and will suffer from the
intellectual and development problems
that can be very severe.   

The parents, identified by initials and
last names in legal papers, were told the
egg donors were screened for genetic
conditions. But it is obvious that the
donor must have been a carrier of this
disease, even though she was healthy,
she produced boys with this genetic
disability. The parents were seeking
legal damages for the added expenses of
raising a disabled child. 

The case centered around whether the
couples could still claim damages for
something that happened several years
before. The court decided in favor of the
couples and they were awarded
damages of an unknown amount. 

This story shows the importance of
having a reputable clinic assess and
monitor the donors to make sure that
they are healthy. The clinic in question
has a very good reputation and probably
made an honest but costly mistake. We
have to ensure that the appropriate
tests are made before using donor eggs
to be certain that any children born will
be healthy. 

Rabbi Gideon Weitzman

http://www.puahonline.org
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tt RIDDLES
Prizes for TTriddle solutions

World of Jewish Music

Malchei Yisrael 5
 Jerusalem

02-538-8474
Rabbi Akiva 88, Bnei Braq • 03-579-9580

Previous (Ki Tisa) TTriddles:

[1] FPTL: Kermes biblicus

An insect species thought to be
(possibly) the source of the Biblical dye
SHANI, scarlet or some other shade of
red. In Hebrew, TOLAAT SHANI

400+6+30+70+400 (906) + 300+50+10
(360) = 1266

[2] Some Friday night, everyone
Shabbat morning

In Parshat Ki Tisa, we find, among other
things, V'SHAM'RU V'NEI YISRAEL...
Some say it on Friday night right before
the Kaddish & Amida. But some follow
Minhag Yerushalayim based on the
GR"A, and do not say it on Friday night.
OTOH, everyone says it in the Shabbat
morning Shacharit Amida.

[3] In J'm on four days; TA only three
day

During Purim week, in Jerusalem, we
read part or all of Ki Tisa on four days.
Monday morning, Wednesday - Taanit
Esther (twice, but we are counting only
days), Thursday morning, and Shabbat.
In TA and everywhere else (just about),
it was not read on Thursday morning,
because the Purim Torah reading
preempted it. 

The TTriddle could also have been Five
days in J'm and four days in TA. Then
the answer would have been Torah
reading. Monday, Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday, Shabbat in Jerusalem, but
not on Friday outside Jerusalem.

[4] FPTL of Megila Morsels #?

This got messed up. The 4-pager Megila
Morsels was numbered 2373, which got
lost in the main printing. You shall drink
for three days, night and day, was taken
out of context, because Esther really
asked that the Jews in Shushan not eat
and not eat for three days... But the
phrase as is equalled 1106+1030+100+
75+62 = 2373 (years since Purim - but
it's off by one - maybe)  \
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In Talbieh on Mendele St. - Private land,
unique building, 3.5 room apt. for renovation,
100m + 20m studio, high ceilings, bright, 4 air
directions + 2 balconies, 3rd floor no elevator.

Great investment! 3,285,000NIS

Ruth Abrahami  Real Estate Agent
054-80-70-677 • Fax 02-651-4955
www.ruthabrahami.com • info@ruthabrahami.com

CHIZUK !  IDUD
Divrei Torah from the weekly sedra

with a focus on living in Eretz Yisrael -
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not-yet-Olim 

When the time came to make con-
tributions towards the building of the
Mishkan, the Nisi'im decided they would
let everyone else contribute first,
thinking that in the end they would be
there as a back-up ready to provide what
ever would be found lacking. This
description, found in the Midrash quoted
by Rashi (Sh'mot 35:27), explains why
the contributions given by the Nisi'im
themselves appear towards the very end.

This Midrashic picture has spawned a
plethora of interpretations. Rashi writes
that the Nisi'im acted out of laziness,
they may have given over a plausible
sounding explanation for their actions,
but in truth they were simply lazy.
Sitting back and waiting to see what
everyone else would bring led them to
miss their opportunity - this is why the
word Nisi'im is written in an unusual
manner - with the letter YUD missing.
Having learned their lesson, though,
Rashi continues, the Nisi'im came
forwards first at Chanukat HaMizbe'ach.

Others have suggested different ways of
evaluating their behavior. The Avnei
Eizel (The author of the well-known
Ma'ayana Shel Torah) writes that the
Nisi'im had truly acted in good faith.
They sincerely believed this would be a
good way to help out, but nonetheless,
something was wrong with their way of
thinking. Their sin was that of being
POREISH MIN HATZIBUR - of having
separated themselves from the rest of the
community. [Therefore, the letter YUD

is missing since it transforms the
singular Nasi into the plural form.]

While all the others were busying
themselves with the act of giving, the
Nisi'im stood alone looking on from the
sidelines. 

To better understand this point, we might
quote the story related about the famed
Mashgiach, Rav Yechezkel Levinstein.
Rav Levinstein planned a celebration in
the Yeshiva, and asked all the bochrim to
attend. One exceptionally studious
student decided to skip the celebration in
order to use the time to further his
learning. The student had expected that
the Rav would appreciate his dedication,
and yet to his surprise he was notified
that Rav Yechezkel was upset by his
absence and had summoned him for a
talking to. Rav Yechezkel explained that
when one separates oneself from the
tzibur, it detracts from the entire group's
enjoyment and morale. Thus, said the
Mashgiach, while the bocher thought he
was doing a mitzva, it was truly his
Yetzer Hara that was at work.

Rav Shternbuch highlights a very
different point. The act of giving
Tzedaka fulfills a two-fold purpose: On
the one hand you are providing the poor
person with that which he lacks, filling

http://www.ruthabrahami.com
mailto:info@ruthabrahami.com
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US Citizenship for your
Children and Grandchildren

Michele Coven Wolgel
Attorney and Notary

Specializing in American Immigration
and Naturalization Law for over 30 years

DUE TO PROCESSING DELAYS
EARLY FILING IS ESSENTIAL!

www.wolgelaw.com
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
tel: (02) 590-3444

Member, AILA 
(American Immigration Lawyers Association)

Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP
www.bretzlaw.com

his physical needs. On the other hand,
the act of giving is an act of spirituality -
the performance of a divine mitzva. The
Nisi'im did not understand that giving to
the Mishkan is more than a merely
functional act. They thought that if the
necessary funds had been accumulated,
then that was all that was needed. They
missed the point of the YUD - represent-
ing the added level of spirituality
accompanying our actions; they were
focused on the here and now, and did not
see how this was an opportunity to
advance the divine program and express
their devotion to the Almighty. Had
these thoughts entered their minds, they
would have been the first to come
forward and contribute towards this
mitzva.

Similarly, regarding Eretz Yisrael it
seems many people replicate the
Nisi'im's unfortunate shortsightedness.
They stand on the sidelines watching to
see if they are needed. If anything is
lacking they will be happy to extend a
helping hand. As long as they are not
needed they stay away. They believe that
there are already enough Jews in Israel
without them.

They - like the Nisi'im - are missing the
point entirely! Aliyah is not a question of
whether you are needed, but rather
whether one wants to have the "eyes of
Hashem" on them in Eretz Yisrael. It is a
question of grasping the opportunity to
perform a major Mitzva and take part in
the building up of the Land.

The Almighty too is called the Boneh
Yerushalayim. Come and join the Master
builder and in the process you will be
built up (Livnot U L'hibanot)!

Rabbi Yerachmiel Roness, Ramat Shiloh, Beit Shemesh

http://www.wolgelaw.com
http://www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo
mailto:lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il
http://www.bretzlaw.com


UPCOMING TORAH TIDBITS
  TT                    Shabbat                    Deadline for submissionsFirst available

1268 March 17Vayikra-R"Ch-HaChodesh Monday March 12 Wed Mar 14
1269 March 24Tzav- HaGadol Sunday March 18 Wed Mar 21
1270 March 31Pesach Thursday, March 22 Tue Mar 27

Week of April 1-7 - no issue
1271 April 14 Tazri'a-M'tzora Tuesday March 27 Wed Apr 11

Week of April 15-21 - no issue
1272 April 28 Emor Monday April 23 Wed Apr 25
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Dr. Maurice E. Joseph Jewish Video Program
NO CHARGE • Check each day for start time and location

MON Mar 12th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1¼ hrs
Cantors - A Faith In Song - Cultural event of uncommon
beauty. Three of world’s most revered cantors - Benzion Miller,
Alberto Mizrahi and Naftali Herstik - joyous concert of religious,
Yiddish, secular music. Take a cleaning break and enjoy a SIMPLY
SUBLIME treat!

TUE Mar 13th - 12:45pm • LIBRARY
Rabbi Aharon Adler -
Exploring Pesach Themes in Talmudic Sources

WED Mar 14th - 2:00pm • MAIN HALL • 1½hrs
CROSSFIRE - Classic - First movie to examine anti-Semitism.
Bigoted soldier meets Jewish man with violent results. Superb
performances make this powerful, graphic portrayal of Jew-hatred
indelible. Nominated for five Academy Awards including Best
Picture. Extraordinary, IMPORTANT film.

Gemach - Free Loan Society The Israel Center and the Old City Free Loan Association
providing interest-free loans for people in financial distress (living in the J'lem area).

Interviews at the Center • Bring ID • Tuesdays 10-12 and 19-20:15
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Breitowitz's Sunday shiur

sponsored by Mel David
in Gratitude to Hashem for the

many blessings he has been given

Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur (Sun Mar 11)
sponsored by Tirtza & Marvin

Jotkowitz in honor of their
50th Wedding Anniversary

Rebbitzen Borow's shiur (Mon Mar 12)
sponsored by Shaindy & Saul Sohn

in loving memory of
Shaindy's Mother, Miriam Reiss d"r

on her 5th yahrzeit, 27 Adar

Rabbi Gold's shiur (Tue Mar 13)
sponsored by

Kaylie Berger and Faygie Hadari
in memory of

d"r  sqei za d` l  dpg
Eishet Chayil of l "f oxrhy l ` igi

on her 30th yahrzeit

To sponsor a shiur,
call Chana (02) 560-9100  ext. 152

 HAGADOL
FRI-Shabbat, March 23-24 - Parshat Tzav
Davening, meals, shiurim, camaraderie

Drashot by Rabbi Baruch Taub
Limited space • Reserve now

275NIS members • 325NIS non-members
Call Ita Rochel (02) 560-9125

The Financial Resource Network
Seminar series to help Olim traverse

two or more financial worlds
At the OU Israel Center

Sunday, March 11 • 7:30pm
Last Chance to get taxes right!

Monday, March 12 • 7:30pm
Banking and Investing in Israel
and abroad: a balance between

countries & opportunities

Tuesday, March 13 • 7:30pm
Israeli Living Wills, Healthcare

Directives, Wills and Inheritance

Seminar presenters: Mark van Gelderen
with Chaim Wigoda, Robert Naimark

Moshe Jonas, Martin Feder

25NIS members • 30NIS non-members
per session - third session free

(02) 580-7013 • info@isrenet.com
www.frnisrael.com/Contact_English.html

mailto:info@isrenet.com
http://www.frnisrael.com/Contact_English.html
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The Four Parshiyot
of Redemption

by Dr. Meir Tamari

Parshat Para is more relevant for our
generations than any of the four special
parshiyot which we read before Pesach,
even more so than Zachor. The
generation of those who were delivered
from Egypt must have been exceptional
to merit that miraculous geula. So too,
ours must be special to see the
redemption foretold by the haftara but
denied to so many previous genera-
tions. 

The special additional Torah reading
for this Shabbat details the purification
by the ashes of Para Aduma of a person
rendered impure by contact with a dead
body or part of one [tumat meit]. Other
korbanot have their flesh, fat and blood
offered while here everything is
consumed by fire and only the ashes
are used. Fat and blood are the life
giving forces of the animal, its nefesh,
while the ashes are powerless to give
fruit or life; trumat hadeshen removes
any life-giving element even from the
ashes and then the dead ashes are
removed. This is because the korbanot
express the transformation of man-
kind's material desires and lusts into the
worship and service of Hashem. 

"Para Aduma, whose unfertile ashes are
the sole use, reflects the trait of despair
and spiritual malaise" (Chidushei
Harim, Gur). R' Chaim Vital writes that
this trait must be cast aside and cannot
be transformed into holiness, since
holiness is simcha-gladness and
chedva-delight, while from the Zohar

(part 3,8) we see that it is impossible to
draw closer to kedusha without simcha
and the baal teshuva is assisted by the
simcha and song of the Kohanim and
the Levites. 

Tumat meit personifies the despair and
withdrawal from life whereby the dead
cause deep sleep to fall so that the
corpse becomes immovable stone or
dead flesh. This impurity makes all our
actions and spiritual behavior cold and
mechanical, having neither ecstasy nor
life-force. The tahara for this is the
sprinkling of the mixture of the living
waters and the dead ashes of self-
negation in the avoda of the Para
Aduma. "We must understand that the
source of living water [is] Hashem
(Yirmiyahu 17:13). Through the
admixture of these living waters, the
distraught heart and humbled spirit are
brought to simchat hanefseh, chedva
and life-giving ecstasy". (Shem Mishmuel).

The Korban Pesach may not be eaten in
a state of tumah so this special reading
before the Chag came to awaken the
people to purify themselves so they
will be able to eat the Korban Pesach.
However, the haftara from Yechezkeil
comes to add a startling and new
concept to the whole subject of tumah
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As we prepare for
Pesach, we give

maos chitim for the
poor, so that when

the Seder night
arrives we can enjoy the special

night’s festivities, knowing that we
have provided for those less

fortunate than us.

Please send your donations to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
POB 18602
Jerusalem 91185
tel. (02) 581-0256
You can donate via Paypal at
chickenladyofjerusalem.com
gny e xy k bg

Perfect for Pesach
Jerusalem duplex penthouse
Sleeps 10, Superb amenities

breathtaking views, fitness room
Heated indoor pool

Unbeatable price due to late cancellation
Reserve today 054-805-0425

and tahara.

The Navi expands the tumah to also
include an impurity of Am Yisrael
caused by their idolatry and other sins.
Since the holy soil of Eretz Yisrael
cannot tolerate any impurity the Land
expels Am Yisrael, perhaps so that they
may be purified by Galut as fire
purifies gold and silver. However, Am
Yisrael continues to sin even in the
galut so postpones its own redemption.

 It is significant that long after Israel
renounced the idolatry that caused the
first churban it is still continued to sin
by economic crimes. Chazal tell us that
Bayit Sheini was destroyed because
they loved their money (Yerushalmi) or
because they all insisted on fully
recovering their economic rights
without any compromise (Bavli).
Continuing their economic immorality
lengthened their exile. "The length of
Galut Edom can only be explained by
the fact that Israel deals un-righteously
with the nations. If their business and
economic behavior would be in justice
and morality, the nations of the world
would demand that Hashem redeem
them immediately" (Smag, Hilchot
Hashavat Aveida).  

Jewish though has always maintained
that t'shuva will bring redemption but
our haftarah sings of a promise that
there will even be a redemption simply
because its time has come. The

ghettoes, foreign graves and hiding
places of the galut will open up and
there will be redemption without
Israel's t'shuva. The greatness of Harav
I. H. Kook was to understand that the
geulah of Parashat Para is the geulah of
our own time. w
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Motza"Sh March 10th
Rabbi Berel Wein
8:00pm at B"K HaNassi
25NIS, 20NIS mem, 10NIS students

The Whole Megila - Preparing for Purim & Pesach
Mar 10 Concepts in Shir HaShirim - Keys to Pesach Prep 2

DON'T LOSE OUT - You'll pay much more after Pesach
SHAVUOT WITH DESTINY AT HOTEL LAVI
5 days - 4 nights • All rooms recently renovated • Highest

Kashrut and Best Cuisine in Israel in Destiny's Own
Dining Room • Full program - before, during and after

Shavuot • Rabbi Wein and other lectures
Great Camaraderie in a Torah Atmosphere

For prices, program, registration forms, info,
Contact: nachum@jewishdestiny.com or 0584-18-36-54

Reprinted from

Rabbi Wein's
Weekly
Blog

The commentators over the ages
who have studied every word of the
Torah carefully and meticulously
particularly note that the review and
accounting for the construction of
the Mishkan was preceded by
convening all of the Jewish people
before Moshe and once again
reviewing the laws and importance
of Shabbat. 

The main and obvious lesson to be
derived from this juxtaposition of
subject matter is that Shabbat is
supreme even over the construction
of the holy house of God itself.
Though the construction of the
Mishkan was not allowed on Shab-
bat, nevertheless once the structure
was erected and operating, the
services in that very edifice con-
tinued even on Shabbat with the
special Shabbat offerings as pre-
scribed in the Torah. 

There is a very subtle but meaningful
message hidden in this seeming
contradiction as to the actual
practical supremacy of Shabbat over
the Mishkan. After all, if the Jewish
people were prohibited from build-
ing and constructing the Mishkan on
Shabbat then why were they
allowed and in fact commanded to

operate and conduct the sacrificial
service in that building on Shabbat?
There seems to be a disparity of
ideas regarding this matter. 

Much has been written on the
subject but there always is room for
new ideas and different insights. This
is what makes the Torah eternal and
refreshes it in every generation and
under all circumstances. It speaks to
all times and provides guidance to
all the differing ages and histories of
humankind. So, I have an idea that I
wish to share with you regarding this
issue.

The overriding prohibition of work
on Shabbat is that of doing creative
work. That is the core of the laws of
Shabbat as they pertain to work on
the holy day. Over the centuries,
Jewish tradition has overlaid layers
of prohibitions to safeguard the
Shabbat but in essence, global
prohibition for work on Shabbat

mailto:nachum@jewishdestiny.com
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remains a prohibition to do creative
work. 

This is an example of our attempt to
imitate the Creator who, so to speak,
finished all creative work in estab-
lishing our universe and therefore no
creative work was performed any
longer on the seventh day of
Creation. This is the template for our
understanding of Shabbat. The Lord
rested, so to speak, on the seventh
day, however we will understand this
and interpret it, from the creative
nature of establishing our universe. 

It is therefore understandable that
our observance of Shabbat should
be concentrated on creative work
and that we emulate our Creator, so
to speak, by refraining from any

further creative work. However just
as nature proceeds to operate on the
seventh day as it does on all other
days of the week, the idea of nature
being a creative piece of work
diminishes. Building the Mishkan in
the desert was a triumph of creativity
and ingenuity, of Godly inspiration
and human talent. It therefore
follows that the final Torah reading
of the Book occurs on the Shabbat
since that day represents the
cessation of Godly creativity as far as
our universe is concerned.

Once the Mishkan was in place and
built however, it resembled nature in
its continuity and flow of activity.
Thus even on Shabbat the normal
flow of Temple services continued.�&�)
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dnl y  d` et x
` nel a ̀ hpr i oa iav miig
dgepn dpyey oa miig sqei

Bea Kelman

cont. from p.16

[S> 40:30 (3)] The LAVER (KIYOR)
was set between the Mishkan and
Mizbei'ach, and it was filled with water.
Kohanim were required to wash hands
and feet before approaching the
Mizbei’ach or the Mishkan.

[S> 40:33 (1)] Finally came the poles
and curtains of the courtyard and the
curtain at its entrance. And the whole
task was completed.

[P> 40:34 (5)] In the final 5 p'sukim of
Sh'mot, the Torah tells us that Moshe
was not able to approach the Mishkan
because it was "covered by a Cloud".
Only when the cloud lifted was Moshe
able to approach. The Cloud was also
that which signaled the people to travel
or to remain encamped. The Cloud
was there by day and the Pillar of Fire
by night.

Thus ends the Book of Sh'mot, with
the stage set, so to speak, for the Book
of Vayikra, Torat Kohanim.

Maftir  - 2nd Torah
22 p’sukim; Bamidbar 19

Parshat Para is read on the Shabbat
before Parshat HaChodesh which
presents us with the mitzvot of Korban

Pesach, because the most common and
important time for ritual purification
on the part of most of the people was
around the beginning of Nissan, as
part of one's preparation to be in
Jerusalem for Pesach and to bring and
eat KP. Parshat Para from Parshat
Chukat, contains the mitzvot of Para
Aduma - that is, the preparing of the
potion from the ashes of the Red
Heifer, the general mitzva of the
concept of ritual impurity from
contact with a corpse, and the mitzva
of purifying oneself with Para Aduma
potion.

Haftara  33 p'sukim 
Yechezkeil 36:16-38
S'faradim end 2 p’sukim earlier

The Haftara takes the concept (from
the Maftir) of an individual becoming
TAMEI and requiring purification with
special water as an analogy for the
people of Israel who defiled themselves
with the sin of idolatry and other sins,
and their (our) need for a purification
process with "G-d's spiritual waters of
the Torah".

There is a "hard" message in this
haftara, among others.

G-d expresses His great disappoint-
ment with the people of Israel. And He
punished them (us) very harshly. But
then He says that His name was being
desecrated among the nations of our
dispersion, because the nations mock-
ingly asked about the great nation of
G-d and how low it had sunk.



OU Israel Center TT 1267  �%  page 67  e   Vayakhel-P'kudei - Para (m) 5778

So G-d decides, so to speak, and
announces that He will redeem the
people of Israel, even if they (we) don't
deserve it, for His own sake.

This is hard reproach, indeed. But
rather than discourage us, it should
spur us on to put the lie to this
prophecy - so to speak - by being
worthy of redemption on our own
merit.
The last p'sukim refer to a multitude
of sheep - for sacrifices... This is a
reminder of the large number of sheep
brought to Yerushalayim for Korban
Pesach.

With the approach of the Pesach
holiday and, during the era of the Beit

HaMikdash, the additional obligation to
offer the Korban Pesach, Chazal used
this special Maftir, a reading that details
the process of purification, as a
reminder to the nation some three
weeks before the holiday, to retain a
state of purity so that they could
partake in the mitzva of Korban Pesach.

The message of the navi Yechezkel in
this week's haftara goes beyond the
personal challenge of avoiding the
state of impurity (tum'ah) and the
process of purification (tahara)
explained in the Torah. Instead, the
prophet focuses on the concept of
"national" tum'ah, linking sinfulness
with impurity. The transgressions of the
people, Yechezkel declares, have
polluted and defiled the pure and holy
land. 
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BEIT KNESSET HANASSI – YOUNG ISRAEL RECHAVIA
diagx xir vd l ` xy i ± ` iypd zqpk zia

MEET THE SOFER
A Sefer Torah is being written to commemorate Rabbi Berel Wein’s 

20 years of dedicated service to our community as well as his enormous
contribution to Jewish Scholarship.

On Monday, March 12th at 4:00pm, our Sofer, Rabbi Allan Schwartz, will
begin the writing of this Sefer at Beit Knesset Hanassi. Rabbi Schwartz and

Rabbi Wein will also address the congregation. Refreshments will be served. 

All Rabbi Wein’s friends are welcome • There is no charge

For Sale: Bustan, Baka
1st floor, 4 rooms, 114m, 15m porch
(part for Sukkah), underfloor heating,
central a/c, 2 parking spots, Shabbat

elevator, storage. Asking 4,650,000NIS

Smadar                   xcnq
050-311-4040

Tel & fax: (02) 642-4329
email: smadi_bida@walla.co.il

The navi goes on to condemn the
people for continuing their sinful ways
in the Diaspora as well for, by doing so,
they desecrate Hashem's holy name.
The commentaries attempt to explain
how, exactly, Israel defiled Hashem's
name in the exile as well. The Malbim
suggests that the nations saw G-d's
failure to return Israel to her land as a
result of the fact that He did not have
the power to do so and not because
Israel did not deserve to be redeemed.
Others explain that the poverty and
oppression that G-d's nation suffered in
the Galut was the source of the
desecration of His name. But I found
the approach of Rav Samson Raphael
Hirsch to be most illuminating and so
timely for us today.

Rav Hirsch suggests that the Chilul
Hashem of which Yechezkel speaks was
not a sin of the entire nation but rather
the result of the moral shortcomings of
individual Jews. Nonetheless, the entire
people was blamed for that desecration
because the surrounding nations
regarded every individual Jew as a
representative of the whole nation. If
one Jew steals - then "Jews are thieves".
If one Jew cheats - then "all Jews are
cheats". And if one Jew speaks improp-

erly - then, in their eyes, all Jews do. 

Unfair as it seems, every Jew carries
upon his or her shoulders a respon-
sibility to the entire nation. History has
proven that, all too often, we are all
judged by the deeds of one. It is for that
reason that we must be so careful in
our dealings with the gentile world and
with the not-yet-religious world as well. 

Chazal tell us that there is no
atonement for the sin of Chilul Hashem
in this world. Yechezkel teaches us that
we all may suffer if only one carelessly
ignores how his deeds are perceived by
others. It can also desecrate the Holy
Land and the Holy Nation.

Probing the Prophets, written by Rabbi Neil Winkler

mailto:smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Amazing Opportunity!
Are you 22?

Have experience in Hadracha?
Want to be an educator on the Biggest
Jewish Identity project in Jewish
History? Birthright Israel is offering a
training seminar ('Fellows') IN ISRAEL
this April for candidates who are
currently visiting or learning in Israel
on short or long term programs and
who will be in North America over the
course of next year, available to staff
birthright trips. OU Israel Free Spirit
gives priority in staffing to Fellows. for
more info, contact:

staff@israelfreespirit.com

or fill out an application at
www.birthrightisraelfellows.com

mailto:staff@israelfreespirit.com
http://www.birthrightisraelfellows.com


PESACH made EASY... and TASTY

@Schocketino Caterers
The Seder, Friday night, March 30th

catered at the OU Israel Center • All-inclusive price p.p. 480å

Yom Tov & Shabbat meals at the OU Israel Center, price p.p. 380å

TAKE AWAY - delivered to your home (min. order for delivery - 500å )
Delivery - with adv. notification - WED, THU March 28,29 - 5:00-10:00pm

Delivery charge Jerusalem area - 50å  • Modiin, Raanana, and Netanya - 75å

OR pick up from the Israel Center on THU March 29th - 3:00-9:00pm

Take away menu:
First course (priced and sold in portions of four):

Grilled salmon fillet 120å  • Gefilte fish 75å  • Stuffed peppers 96å
Sweet & sour meatballs 96å  • Mousaka 110å

Soups: Chicken w/vegetables • Orange soup (1.5 liters, ~4 portions, 64å )

Salads (per 1/2 liter): Sweet beet 30å  • Eggplant in tomato sauce 35å
Cucumber salad 30å  • Coleslaw 35å

Main course (priced and sold in portions of four):

Italian-style Turkey breast 100å  • Brisket in red wine sauce 125å
Chicken bottoms in fruit sauce or BBQ sauce (please specify) 100å
Shnitzel 100å  • Pargiot 125å  • Sweet & sour chicken breast 105å

Side dishes: Potato kugel (loaf pan) 50å  • Broccoli soufflé 60å
1 kilo, 60å  - Roasted garlic potatoes, Stir-fried veg., candied sweet pot.
Spreads (per1/4 liter): Chrein 22å  • Charoset 25å

Dessert: Chocolate mousse / strawberry ice cream (1/4 liter) 20å

For orders, reservations or questions:
Chaim 052-855-1538  • Cheryl 052-676-4443  • hschockett@gmail.com

Deadline for orders: Tuesday, March 20th

Under the strict supervision of the OU Mehadrin Israel 
• Glatt kosher • Non-gebruchts • No kitniyot • Jewish staff only��

mailto:hschockett@gmail.com
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Professional Pet sitter 052-762-8025
Mazal Tov to the Zemel and Mark families

on the birth of a great/granddaughter

This week's Pix has elements from
Vayakheil, P'kudei, and Para (as you
might imagine) • Many are obvious;
some need explanations • negated
struck match goes together with the
Shabbat candles to make the point
that although we may not kindle fire
on Shabbat, we also must provide
light for a pleasant Shabbat atmos-
phere. And the Menora in the Beit
HaMikdash was kindled on Shabbat •
ET, EIT, ES, EIS - check out the
beginning of Vayakhel, specifically
p'sukim 35:11-19. A BK's (Baal Korei or
Baal K'ri'a) nightmare • sapling
reminds us of Yaakov's forethought in
planting trees for his descendants to
have wood for the Mishkan • various
animals are possible identity of the
TACHASH (based on R' Aryeh Kaplan's
Living Torah) • (Rabbi Sholom) Gold •
Silver (and the Lone Ranger) • Copper
(nickname of British policemen) •
Olive Oyl (Popeye's friend) for Olive

Oil • Batzal (onion) and (ginger) ale
combine to Betzaleil • sword
mentioned in Para • so too the hyssop
plant (in Hebrew, EIZOV and in Arabic,
Zahtar) • copper mirrors • hotel in
lower-right is location (roughly) of
place where Para Aduma was
prepared (Har HaZeitim opposite Har
HaBayit) • possible sources of the
three dyes (Murex Trunculus twice
because its secretion can produce
T'cheilet or Argaman dye, depending
upon exposure to light and oxygen)
and the Shani insects • Cloud covering
the Mishkan • gemstones for the
CHOSHEN • pomegranate for the
pompoms on the hem of the ME'IL of
the Kohen Gadol • Forklift truck for the
heavy carrying to load the wagons
when the Mishkan was traveling •
calculator for the totals of the
donations of materials • Logo of
Washington Redskins (politically in-
correct name of NFL team) for the
red-dyed sheepskin cover of the
Mishkan • B'samim box for the spices
used in the anointing oil and ketoret •
large onyx stones (bottom) for the
shoulders straps of the Eifod • Kohein
Gadol (figure that one out for
yourselves) • one Unexplained 




