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S'derot

:17pm

Gush[Etzion :16pm

DEELELE]

:18pm

Beit(Shemesh :17pm

Rehovot
Netanya

:18pm
:19pm

Be'erSheva :16pm

Modi'in

:17pm

Petach(Tikva :18pm
Maale[Adumim 8:15pm
Ginot[Shomron 8:17pm

Gush[Shiloh :16pm

K4[&MHevron :16pm

Giv'atZe'ev :16pm
YadBinyamin 8:17pm

Ashkelon
Tzfat

:18pm
:18pm

other[Band, haybelit'sEboldbvious.On
theOotherOhand, dit'sCanOimportant
message, [probablyburCmain[bnelin
Torah[Tidbits.[@ntheldther(Band,We'll
beltentioningitlih[fheldedralSummary
andOelsewheredinOthisOissue.JANd
there'sChextCiveek, CIY"HIIEikev's[Ch
good[Sedralforlthatibo.

Solwith[@llhat[83aid, det'sMakeladbok
atCh[Bpeciallonnection[betweenl[the
sedrallandOitshaftarald] especially
becauseOitOisOOwellnownOthatthe
haftarotldf[Chazon@nd[Ya'etchananldo
not[bfficially[Felate[(Xo[thelkedra,[hs
haftarot@relSupposed(ib.

cont. on page 10

Shabbaton

Joinlus[for(davening[&I[shiurim
see[BackPageslfor(sthedule

Othexr!Z'manim
correct(forlJerusalem

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
8 17 Av (July 29 Augqust 7)
Earliest] Talit1 & T'filin0000004:5705:04am
SunriselI0I0I000000000000000005:5405:59am

SoflZ'maniK'1Sh'mannnoinnng: 1919:21am
(MageniAvraham:18:2708:31am)

SofiZ'mani T'ilan00000000010:27010:29am
(MageniAvraham:19:5319:56am)

Chatzotimmmmmmimi 2:45%4012:45pm
(halachicinoon)

MinchaiGedolanioinoioooooi1:2001:19pm
(earliestMincha)

PlagiMinchallnooi000iuonooni06: 1206:06pm

SunsetiI000000000000000000000007 :4207:35pm
(basedioniseallevel:i7:3517:30pm)

Word of the Month
Exceptlfortheldedicated(GRA
minhag(followers,[most
peoplelwilllsayKiddush

L'vanalafterlthe(fast(bf -

Tish'alb'Av.[Differentfrom %
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Va'‘etchanan
STATS

45th [od[SH [sddras; [2hd [od[T] Gi[Dlvarim
Written [oh 249 [Tihes [il(aTS8fer [Tdrah, [cdnk: [Tth
21 [Phrshiyot; (STapen, [T6 Lclbsed, [rank: [Tih [{fled)

122 [psukim [iéAnks (17 th [(Ind [l[Dlvarim)
same [2d (VAyak'hel [&TKi[Tdvo; [V4'etchanan [isTTarger

1878 [wbrds; [rdnks [IDth [(Ind [ [Mlvarim)
7343 [ekters; [rdnks [IDth [(Ind [ [Dlvarim)

Va'etchanan's (pksukim [ade [ldnger [tHan [a¥erage,
hence [tHe uimp Lfrbm [TV th Ltd [TDth [id [rdnk.

MITZVOT

12 [o[8] 3 Luditzvot, (BLpésitive [add (4L ptohibitions
and [lany (more [tHat [afe [cdunted [elewhere

Wﬂﬂn [llmllﬂ [M“"TH cont.[fromI[p.2

ALweekly TT feature to help_clarify_practical and conceptual
aspects'of 1 thel|Jewish"| Calendar, | thereby! | enhancing!lour
appreciation of G d's giftito uslof HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...
Yom[Kippur,CWwhenCmany[Cbeople[kay
Kiddush'vana{except[the[GR"AFolk
again),fbr3@fter[ish'a@'Av,dnelshould
preferablyBreakhisMastirst[{andput
on[Ikatherishoes, 0fpossible)@nddhen
sayd Kiddush L'vana.d ThisO isd not
necessaryfbr@MomKippur.
IfCkthereCWwillCbeCaCproblemkeepinglCa
minyanfogetherdbrKL[Becauselpeople
are[BavingheirGuiceland[dookiesfirst
(becausetfoot[beer3odalivas[linavail ]
able),OthenOKLOcanObeOsaidCObefore
breakingfhelfast.

The[ARIZ"LFeltthatCKLCbn[Motza'ei
Tish'aOb'AvisCaOsignCofCbeliefCJand
confidencentheforthcoming[Geula,
becausethetexts[of (KL $peakbf[the
restorationCof(the[MoontoldtsCoriginal
light,[@s[@MASHALIb[fheFestorationdf
Israel@tEhe@meldfitheGeula.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

NumbersOnJsquare[brackets]Carethe
MitzvaldountCbfCBeferCHaChinuchCAND
Rambam’sOSeferd0HaMitzvot.JA=ASEI
(positivelitzva); OL=LAVprohibition).
X:YOsOhePerek@ndpasuk@romDihich
thelmitzvaldomes.
[P>X:YZ)]@ndOS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startCofCJaparshalp‘tuchallorCIs'tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasuk[of[ihe
beginningOofCtheparsha; (Z) DisCkhe
numberdfl@'sukimihfheldarsha.

Kohen([IErst[Aliya
| | [plsukim (1323 [4:4

[S> 3:2307)]MoshelRabeinullconl
tinuesl hisl farewelll words0 tol the
People.0HeltellsOthemOthatOheOhad
askedd GdO tollrescinddHisl decree
banningMoshelfromlentrylintolthe
Landbflsrael.

SPTY: TheBaallShemTovcommentedthat
Moshe, wholhadlearned(thelentire Torah,
Written Wordland! Orall 'Law,[ from['Gld
Himself, lused(thelterm "You havelbegun(to
showlme Your(greatness..." Thelinorelone
learns [ Torah, thelinorel bnel learns about
Gld, thelmorelonewillfealizelthat"helhas
Jjustlbeguntolunderstand Who G dis.

GOdO refusedd thisll requestd and
forbadeMosheltolhsklhgain.MMoshe
ascendedlalmountaindfromOwhere
hebawlthellLand.0G0dIhenfoldhim
toll transferll thel authorityll of
leadershipltollyehoshua.

According to thel Vilnall Gaon's
analysis[bf(D'varim,[khisClends[khe
firstC$ectionCbfCMoshe'sCimessagelto
the[Beople.
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[P> 4:1@4)]MHeldMoshe)lproceeds
toll reviewl thell lawsl andl statutes
(TorahOandOmitzvot)dbylOwhichlOthe
peoplelareldnowltollive...Oin0Eretz
Yisrael.

NeitherlbhouldlkthelT orahlbelhdded
tolhoretractedlirom [thesehitzvot
areldounted[élsewhere].

Anotherl warningll againstl idolatry
follows.0Then,I'Andlyoullwholkling
tol GOdOareDalllaliveltoday".0(The
Gemarallteaches[thatOthislisdonelof
theOmanylreferencesltodT'CHIYAT
HAMEITIMOnkhelT orah.)

MitzvaWatcch

TheOtwinO prohibitions of I neither
addingdnorOsubtractingCfromOthe
Torah,[@reentionedih[Ya'etchanan
andChgainOn[R'eillwhere[theylChre
countedCamong[thel[®13).[TheVilna
Gaon[pointsfdut[hatheplural@orm
isCusedbnetimeChnd[thelEingular
formOkusedhheldtherldase.[This,
heOsays,HalludesOtoOtwodifferent
aspects[bftheselprohibitions.dtCs
forbidden@ol@dd@o[drSubtract@rom
alparticularCmitzvalddforCexample,
one[Omay[hot[kake[b[kpecies[br[B
species[on[FukkotHordhefulfillment
offhelmitzvaldfCILulav&[Etrog".Mor
may[dnel@dd[drSubtractio[fhefotal
of(Xhelmitzvot.[Mo[kreatCa[Rabbinic
mitzval@s@Torahdaw, driMiceMersa,
wouldbeCBnCexample[bf(thelbther
aspectOofdtheseprohibitions.dThe
spiritldffheselprohibitions{if[AotThe
actual definitions)d would include
treatingd (and/orOd teaching)d a
CHUMRAasOfOtCvereCrequired, Cor
vice[Wersal{claiming[that[3omething
thatOk[prohibitedkConly"@L&humra
orCtustom).AsidefromCpeopleCivho

intentionallydoOhis[{veryWrong), [0k
islthorel[dommon[@bfind[Peopleldoing
itConeCwayCorCtheCotherClinadverd
tently, CeitherCbecausebf(dgnorance
or[becauseldfl@l8incere{butl8lightly
misguided)Odesire(dtoClenhancetthe
observancell of(dJ mitzvot.[d This[ is
especiallydmportantforCparents[Znd
teachersldf¥oungldhildren.

Don'tBay[ASURyouldtnhean, [Strictly
speakingOtOsn'tCactuallyForbidden,
butlitfs[donsidered@properihingfo
abstainforCdoing$uchCand$uch. Ot
soundsCimoreCtomplicated, [but[tlis
moreJhonest”[@ndIhereforeitsThe
moreproperCivaytoEransmit[Torah
tod your childrend and[ students.
(Obviously,OwhenOaCOchildOisClvery
young, douRavedbSimplifyhatters.
ButOdon'tOforgetOtoCdupgradellthe
child'sOevelCofCinderstandingCas[Che
or[Shelgrowsldlder.)

LeviBtcond[Aliya
36[plsukim 4540

Oncell again,l Moshell emphasizes
thatOtheOmitzvotdaredmeantOtodbe
keptlinEretzYisrael. Thisthotlonly
applieslfollLandlfelatedmitzvot,but
tolthelbntirelfangelbflimitzvot.)

ThereOs[lepeatedfFeferencednthe
bookbf[D'varim,CAndespeciallyn
Parshat[Wa'etchanan, Ho[EretzYisrael
beingOTHEOreasonforCourChaving
beenlfakendutldf(Egypt, Tbrmedlihto
a[Nation,CandCgiventheTorah[and
mitzvot.

ProlongedexileChas[taughtCLis[That
theTorahldanBekept, [hustBekept,
nolfatterlwherel@dewdindsAimself.
ThislWas[@nel[dffheldeasonsihatihe
TorahOwvasgivenht[Binai, Cprior[to
entrynto[the[land.[Dnxhelbther

OUIlIsraeliCenterTTI870 *4%(Va'etchananlNachamul5769XtralLitelversion



hand,CbneShouldChotOosel&ight[of
thel[Tact,[repeatedbften[by[Moshe
RabeinuinOD'varim, CkhatOG[d[Dhas
alwayslCintended[ls[To[bbserve[His
mitzvotCINOTHECLANDCIOFCISRAEL.
Are[there[moreliitzvot[tolkeeplin
Israelfhan[dutside?YES.[Butlinaybe
morelIsignificantly, Oevery Omitzvaldl
evenlthoselkhat[Care[performedhll
overtheorld, CtanCteachtheirFull
potential lONLYOnsrael.[MThisCisCh
messagellthatCOeachTofCusCdhasto
realize, (linderstand,CandCinternalize.
ThenOve[nust$preadthisCnessage
tofamily@ndfriends@broadholfeel
thatheyOhaveléverythingive[heed
toBefullydewish"[Ohheir[espective
religiousdcommunitiesCaroundthe
world.CANDkheVitalCsignificance Cof
Torah[ANDOkrael o @urdives@sdews
mustd be taught tod those less
committedJewsCherensraelCAnd
abroad.

On[theotherChand, OwelmustCnot
forget[that[dsrael(todayOs[Chot[the
realization[@df[(The[MDream, utltather
al§teplondhetoad do[the[Complete
Redemption, theltestorationCof[Zion
andOerusalem, dheldebuildingéf(ihe
BeitCtHaMikdash,CAndthe[toming[of
Mashiach.[This[idealhelpslis[defocus
after(@heldnourningperioddhat&nds
with[Othed10thOofOJAv,OandOisClan
appropriate[(themeXo[usherCOnCthe
period[dffdonsolation@nd[T'shuva.

Let'sCputCtOikexhis: O rumotCand
Maasrot[dldo[hotChpplyCbutsideCof
Israel.[They[@reldbservedih[dealBut
tokenFashionCndsraeltoday.[They
willlY"HBe@bleoBelfullydbserved
when[YovelCtomes[backlnto[active
observance,CwhenCOweOwillChavelCla
Sanhedrin, @bility Hoecome[TAHOR
from@llEbrmsldfldefilement, [Etc.

Shabbat:[0 Observance ind0 Chutz

LaAretzldequired.Rotential[mhaximum
fulfillmentDoflCtheOmitzvad50%. [In
Eretz[YisraelCXoday:COmax.[possible
fulfillmentUis[080[B5% J(percentages
arelmadellipbrllustrativelpurposes
only.[MhelPointisfhatBretzNisraelis
where[GLd[has@lwaysOivanted[is[o
be.[MThatChmeansCsomethingCeévenin
ourtime).OY"HONXheXimelbfCthe
Mikdash,Cétc.[(Maximum[potential Cof
fulfilmentCofCBhabbatCand&allCbther
mitzvotMO00%.

Welnustbelkarefulltolpreservelhnd
performl thel mitzvotll because
(amongl otherl reasons) it isO the
mitzvotlthatOprojectJudaismOaslan
intelligentlreligionkolkhelnhationsof
thelworld.0ThisOinOturn,Osanctifies
Gd'sIName.OWelmustbelinfinitely
carefulltolrememberlandltransmit
tol ourll children,0 thel "Sinai
Experience".

Moshell describesl forll thell new
generationll thell detailsl ofll Matan
Torah. Hell includesl all specific
warningll against thell potentially
idolatrouslithoughtslcausedbylthe
combinationl ofll thell magnificent,
tangibleduniversellindwhichwellive
andlthelnvisible,0ntangibledGOd.

Alprimary[tauselbfddolatrysthe
naturalCDhumanCtendencydtoCrelate
betterd] tod somethingd concrete,
visible,(kangible[ratherCthansomed
thingOabstractCandOintangible.OThe
SunOsOnCthelCEky. Ot'sChot, CFull Cof
energy,[givesllisight,dnd[3ustains
lifeCasCOweOknowOit. CIPeopleffound
SunWorship[Ceasier[XoChcceptCkhan
theWorship[CoflHe[Who[treated[the
Sunlandléverythinglelse, [Butldannot
be[keen.OrrueCvorshipCbfCthe[One
GOdCOwasCOwhatOAvrahamOandOSara
taughtOmanypeople.JANnd, Cas[CJOR

OUllIsraeliCenter(TTI870 *5*(Va'etchananiNachamul5769[XtralLitelversion

LAGOYIM, @ghtlintoheldations, [it
isCwhatCiveChreCbupposed[tolteach
and[Show[fhelWorld.

GdOhadOtakenOusOoutOofIEgyptlin
orderltodmakellusHisONation.0He
gotlangrylatlme,OsaysIMoshe,land
forbadell mel toll enterl thel Land.
Again,l Moshel warnsl thell People
againstl abandoningll thell covenant
withl GOdO afterl his (Moshe's)
passing.

[P> 4:250016)]0Thelnextlportionlis
readlon0Tish'alb'Av0morning...0In
spiteloflkthellmanylwarningslagainst
idolatry,l Moshell prophesiesl (prell
dicts)OthatOthereOwilllcomelaltime
whenlthePeoplefwilllurndromOG0d
andlbelexileddfromOtheirdLand.0It
willll thenll comel toll passl thatl the
PeoplelwillbeekbutiGodhndeturn
toll Him.O Moshell emphasizesl the
uniquenessloflthedPeoplelofllsrael
andOtheirOspeciallrelationshipOwith
GldOandObeseecheslthelPeoplelto
remainl faithfull tol Torahl and
mitzvot.Oneltanthearlhlpleadingdn
hislvoice,lasliflhelisObegginglthe
peoplelhotltolzolinltheirectionlof
hislprophecy.
ThisClthemeOisCoft[@epeatedCinCkhe
Torah.[DowhatOGd Casks[bfyou.
Don‘tCturnCawayFrom[Him. OfCGyou
remainfaithfulCJtoOHim, COwonderful
thingsWill(happenolandHoryou. Of
youldturnCawayfromOHim, Ckerrible
thingsOwillOhappen.OYouOwill Cturn
awaydrom[Him; kerrible[Xhingsill
happen;[@nddhenoulwillHurnBack
tolim...

The@orah[keeps[Cpresenting[this[to
us,[hanydimes.Sometimestisbng

Right after Tish'a b'Av & right before Rosh HaShana

&[heavy{Tochacha)@nd3ometimes
shorterCJandCmilder.CJAndCOweOread
throughthelentire[MorahOnCayear
andOwe[readXhedTorahCyearChfter
year,CandCwelChearthe[Cbrophecies
and[thelchallengesCandCOtheCOcom
mandments.[So...

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
9 [plsukim [[I4t4 | [49

[P> 4:411)]MAlthoughltheltitiesbf
refugel willl notl functiond asl such
untilll conquestl andl settlementl of
EretzllYisrael,IMoshe{withOenthusill
asml toll doll GId'sO bidding,0 even
thoughl hell knows[ what'sl coming
soonlthereafter)d designatesl thel 3
citiesontheEastIBankOIIBetzerlin
thell Mishorll Wildernessl areal for
Reuven,DRamotlinOthelGil'adOarea
forlGad,Oand0GolanlinOthedBashan
arealforMMenashe.

Thesel (thel mitzvotl aboutl toll be
presented)IwereltaughtObyOMoshe
tolkthelPeoplelfollowingthelExodus
inlthelandsbnlthelEastBankbflthe
Jordan.

(Noteheldetail(ih[fheldescription[of
theOlocation of d the[d people,dthe
repetitiond of[] theird successes] in
conqueringheeast®ank"Iands. [t
seems[meantfo[bel&ncouragingo
thelgeople.)

V'zot[JHaTorah...OsaidCOwhenOthe
TorahOsifted, CdcomesfromD'varim
4:44.0nheSiddur, ThelWords[ALRI
HASHEMB'YADCMOSHE[are[added.
ThatCphraseChppears[fourtimesCin
Bamidbar, (but[(®:23$eems[thelbne
fromWhich[tisEaken.

9:00,[12:00,[6:00,3B:00
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R'VI'l [IEburth[Aliya
| 8[plsukim [I15t | (T8

[P> 5:10(5)]0 Moshell beginsl the
reviewlofllmitzvotdwithOalrestatel
mentldoflthelAseretiHaDibrot.0He
emphasizesl thatl thel Covenantlat
Sinailwashhot[ustbetweendGdhnd
thel previousll generation, but
betweenlGIdhndhllOgenerationsof
Jewslolktome.

MitzvaWatcch

TheO most welllknown [ difference
betweenOtheJtwopresentationsClof
thedAseret[d HaDidrotOis[J "Shamor
v'Zachor"[ of (1 Shabbat.[ Generally,
"Zachor"OsOnterpretedCasteferring
totheDpositive[mitzvotCandChspects
of[(Fhabbat,(WhereasIShamor"Lisa
commandkopreserve[IShabbat[by
notClviolatingCktheprohibitions.OThe
traditional(ninimumCofCiwo[Fhabbat
candles{althoughCbneltandle[$atis]
fieshelhalacha), [@re3aiddoltepred
sentfhesefwolfhcets[df[Shabbat.

ItOsCkhisOntertwinedChatureCbfCthe
positiveCaspectsCof[(BhabbatCandts
prohibitions(EhatOsIresponsible"for
Kiddushd on Fridayd nightd being
obligatoryiponilomen.Rather[fhan
treatKiddush@s@[guretime[delated
positiveliitzva"QlvhichWouldQprobO
ably)OmeanthatClwomenCwouldCbe
exemptlasfhey@relfromIheltitzva
ofdSukka, OforCJexample), Oweview
Kiddush as[d partd of 1 thed whole
Shabbat[Cpackage, CWhichCimeans[full
andCequalobligationdforComenCland
women.[Orhetwokides[bf[(Shabbat
werelcommandedB'DIBURCIECHAD
and[3relihseparable.

On[ad[Mashkafalkvel, WeldanZeellhe

prohibitions[df[Shabbat@slhorelfhan

altestrictivelistCOfCDONTs.[Absten]
tionCdfrom[Melachaltan[belkeenlas

DayanOGrunfeld(Z"ICputsCitCdn The

Sabbath[TTasaying[[(GLd 'sCyiftsCbf

creativel@ctivityos@tHisfeet{so

toB3peak)dnhomagelolfhe[Treator

andMaster[of[All.[This,[dn[a0Wweekly

basis,[Sodhatlwelwill(motHakedhese

giftsfbrigrantedfor@ssumefhatldur

abilitiesOandOtalentsCareOselffprod
duced.[TheredsCalsubtledifference

betweennotOdoingdMelachaldand

abstainingd from [ Melacha.O If (0 we

understandCandCappreciate[theldis]
tinction,dourd Shabbat[dobservance

and enjoymentd can bel greatly

enhanced.

MitzvaWatcch

The[AseretMaDibrotih[Yitroldontains
14CofCkheJ6 13 0Omitzvot. [ The[12nd
commandmentChasdourprohibitions
relatedoldolatry, (the4thhasEwo
mitzvot[delated@o[$habbat,[@2nd[dne
eachdfrom[thelother[B.)[Thefirst(d
commandmentsln[Va'etchananldon]
tain(thesame[l 3Citzvot[Cas[their
counterpartsnYitro.[Those[mitzvot
are[tounted@romYitro.[The[10thls
worded differentlyd hered and is
counteddseparately(inCadditionto
"ThouO shaltd notO covet") asCdthe
prohibitionOof"lustCJandCOunhealthy
desire" [416,L266 5:18].CAlthough
theirst[partloffheenthldommand
mentCluses[the[Term. OCTACHMOD
(covet), [fhelSecond[Partlihtroduces(d
new[termOwhichOdealsCexclusively
with[d thoughts[d and feelings; O its
counterpartOnlYitroOnvolves[Chcting
onlthosefeelings.O'LOOIT'AVEHIh[E
way,[dompletes[ddetdf[prohibitions,
that[8StartsOwithCobviouslySinfuldcts
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murder,[$tealing, Cetc.(Ho[afeeling
inCtheCheart{ LOCTACHMOD) Owvhich
can,bndbften[does,deadtol[acts
which[are[Imilder",(butChonetheless
"problematic".[Borléxample, GF@[Perd
sondsealousCbfCafriend's[bocket
computer, CandCcommentsCaboutiit
oftenCénough,heriend CnightGust
feelllincomfortable@nough@olgivelit
tolfhe[kalousiend.MothinglWrong,
per(3e,lnCdomplimentingl3omeone's
PC,butlin(his[daselkOs[partCofClihe
prohibitiondof(JLOOTACHMOD.OJANd
V'LOLTIT'AVEHOsthe[feelingsCeven
withoutl@nythingl8lseBappening@s(@
resultldflthel@nvy.

ThelAseretHaDibrotayloutlinthe
followinglinanner:

[S>5:60 (5)] Anochill andld Lo
YihlyehOL cha,OwhichlOwelconsider
thelfirsthtwolldibrot”larellcontained
withinl al singlell parshall s’tuma.
[S>5:110 (1)] Thell prohibition
againstdtakingl GId’sOnamelinOvain
(vainl oaths) isO its ownl parsha
s'tuma. [S> 5:12@4)] ThelShabbat
commandmentl isOitsd ownl parsha
s'tuma.l Notl onlyll doesl this coml
mandl beginll withd SHAMORI (in
contrastltolZACHOR DofllYitro),Dout
theO‘reason”DorBhabbativenthere
isltolservelaslireminderlotlhaving
beenlklavesfandlhavinglbeenlfreed
byU0GHdO(indcontrastOtoOCreationlas
thel“reason”linOtheldYitroldversion).
BothlofTithesellideaslareImentioned
inJourlfulfillmentdoflthisOmitzvalO
namely,0KiddushOonOFridayOnight.
WelreferlltoShabbatlaslZIKAR ON
L'MA'ASEIDV'REISHIT,0commeml[
orativeloflCreation,JandIZEICHER
LIOTZI'ATIMITZRAYIM,commem
orativell ofll thell Exodus.ll Shabbat's

commandmentlisalParshallP'tucha
inlYitro. [S> 5:16[01)]0Honoring
parentslisfals’tuma. [S> 5:170Q0%)]
Dolhotlimurder, [S> 5:170%)] And
dolnotlcommitladultery, [S> 5:17
(¥2)] Andl dol notl steall (kidnap),
[S> 5:1700%)] AndOdolnotObear
talsebwitness.O0Theselfourldibrotthre
eachlhlkeparatelparshalk’tuma,hlllin
thell samel pasuk! [S> 5:180(%2)]
AndldolnotlcovetdanotherIman’s
wifelland [$>5:18"2)] andldolnot
lustl afterll anythingl thatl another
personlpossesseslhrelbachlhF’tuma,
fromlhelkamelpasuk,lhndldcounting
asll all singlel (thel 10th)0 dibral (or
dibur).O0 In0 general,d0 wel seel that
Dibrot, Parshiyot,0 andl P’sukim
don’timatchlbrlinelupkhelwaylone
mightthavelexpected.

Chamishi[IBh[Aliya
| 5[plsukim 15t 1 9[&3

[S> 5:19@15)] Moshelhextteminds
thell Peoplel thatdthosed whol were
presentfhtMatanOT orahOwerelhfraid
tol continuel hearingll GId'sll Voice
andlgreedlolistenftolthelwvordslbf
allprophetlspeakinglinlGId's0Name
in0 lieul ofll direct] communication.
(Actually,OtakelallookDatOthelpasuk
rightbeforel thel Aseretll HaDibrot
andlyou'lllkeellthatiMoshellRabeinu
waslkayinglthelbamelthingd'rightup
front".)

ThisOlisOalCveryOcrucialCJepisodeldin
understanding@urlChain[df(Tradition
and[theCimethodCbf(XransmissionCbf
theOOralOLaw.OItOmadeCnotOonly
Moshe[RabeinulitalkoCburChearing
andunderstanding Cof(0G[d's[Word,
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butCko[too[the[Moshe[Rabeinus[bf
every[dgeneration.OThisOisCsoCIfor
prophets, 0 during the periodO of
prophecy,CABnd[also[extends[tolthis
dayOntheOwvay[TraditionCis[Cpassed
from[dneldeneration@o[fheMext.(We
cansayJthatCOweOhavedallserious
obligationtolaccept[TorahdromCbur
parents[] and[d teachers, 0 precisely
becausefhoselfhat[Stood[@t[Sinaildid
notWant@ohear[Gd'sOloiceldirectly
beyondthefirstdtwoldcommandl
ments.

MoshelemphasizeslthatOGOdhgreed
tolthePeople'sltequest.

Andl yetll again,0 Moshel links
observancel ofll mitzvotl withl the
onlylproperlenvironmentorJewish
life M Eretz0 Yisrael.O (ThisOidealis
actuallyll expressedl inl THREE
differentOwayslinOthelOfinallp'sukim
oflthisMliya.)

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
22[plsukim [[I&t4 215

[P> 6:4006)] Thelfirstlportiondof
thisl Aliyall isO thel firstd parshal of
SH’'MA.["...HaSheml[isOOne."0This
statementl ofll Jewish[ faith0 isO also
consideredlthelmitzvalkolbelievelin
thelunitylandOuniquenesslofll GId
[417,A2 6:4].

Notedhat[GLd's[uinity (sCalso[partlof
thelnitzvallo[believedn[HimJ25,A1
Sh'mot[20:2],butCivarrantsCitsCown
mitzvalto[emphasize[this[kssential
elementOofObelief, dinCcontrastdto
many[dtherlteligions.

"Love"0GOdOwithlyourlentiredbeing
[418,A3 6:5].0 (Manyll mitzvot,
Jewishl practicesandl thel attitude

withwhichOweldolOmitzvotOareldall
consideredmanifestationsfofllLove
ofiGId.)IWelmustOstudylandlteach
Torah [419,A11 6:7]0(for0practical
purposesJANDOpurelylforfthelsake
oflllearning).0Welareltolrecitelthe
Sh'maltwicelldaily [420,A10 6:7],
wearlT'filinlonOthelarm [421,A13
6:8]0andlfrontlcenterfonlthelhead
[422,A12 6:8],0andOputlalMezuza
onlburHoorposts [423,A15 6:9].

SBY: Thelmitzvalofllearningland teachl)
ing(Torahl¢an!belfulfilled Withlone'shead,
one'slintellect.[Tell someonela Dvar Torah
andyoulboth have fulfilled V'SHINANTAM
L'VANECHA.1But, UtellJthatJsame \Dvar
Torahlinlanlanimatedway! thatshows[love
of \Gdland that(ignitesthel emotionlof!the
listener, Csolthat[helnot onlyladdstohis
knowledgelof Torah, [but hisléxcitement.and
enthusiasm/for 1 TorahUand[IMitzvothas
increased, [ then[1you ) have fulfilled[ an
additionall mitzva,[1 V'AHAVTALl ET
HASHEMUELOKECHA, [tollovel Gld[with
allyour heart((Sefer HaChareidim).

Welcan|generalizelthislaspect oft AHAVAT
HASHEM (tolincludelallCmitzvot. CShabbat,
forlexample.[Someonel can(golthroughlall
thelmotionsand not[Violate!the Shabbat,
butUldoitUwithUlovell and!] that U fulfills
V’AHAVTA, lin'additionfo Shabbat.

[S> 6:1006)] Nowlwelarelissued
anotherll warning.ll You’llll goll into
EretzlYisrael,[havelbigthomeslfilled
withlalllgoodOthings,OthatOyouldid
notOwork[for...0Stilllremember[that
GIdOtooklyouloutlofIEgypt...Odon’t
turnlhwaylfromMHim...

ItOs[Saidfhat@Wealthy[personfas(3d
harderlimelwithfaithOn [GLd@han(d
poorlperson.[APpoor[personendsio
turn@o[GLd, Holdomplain, Butl@lso[fo
expresshisCfaithCthatChisClotCwill
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improve.OJAOwealthyOpersonCtends
towards[pattinghimselfCondheack
andtakingCtreditForXhatCivhichChe
shouldBelfhanking[GLd. [{Generalizald
tions,CbfCkourse,(butCkomethingto
think[@bout,[@onetheless.)

[S> 6:16[040)] DolnotOtestOGd...
(asl youll didD repeatedlyl inl the
Midbar).0UnderstoodOasthelprohil
bitionJoflloverlylchallenginglaltrue
prophetlhndlldemandinglkignsfrom
him[(beyondlwhat[lisfreasonablellto
determinel hisll claiml asl al true
prophet) [424,L64 6:16].0Keeplthe
mitzvot...[belstraightOwithOGId...lko
thatOthingswillbelgoodforyoullin
Eretzlisrael...[thereOtOslhgain!)

[S> 6:20@6)] WhenlyourlkhildDwill
askllyoulltomorrow...OtelllhimO“we
werelslavesltolPar’olinlEgyptland
GldOtookOusOout...0and0Hel coml
mandedlus...hndOthwillldouszood
tolisten...

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
| | [psukim LIt 1 [TI

[S>7:1011)] Finally,0 Mosheltells
thelPeoplelthatlthelhationsnlEretz
Yisraell whomOwel willl encounter
arellmightierdthanOIsrael.0ButlGId
willl givell theml overl intol Israel's
hands.OWelarelrequiredltoldestroy
thel "Sevenl Nations" [425,A187
7:21,0 notl tol showl mercyl to
idolatersll in0 thel Land [426,L50
7:2],hndkertainlythotolntermarry
withlthem [427,L52 7:3]0or0any
otherthon[Jews.

RegardlessCofChow$ecure[bneldsCin
one's[belief, Ihtermarriagel@dndlother
closeldontactlivith[alienCdulturesOvill

Lead Tidbit cont. from frontpage

ThelWholeBook[dfD'varimk[Moshe
Rabeinu's[farewellCmessagel[tolthe
people.dtOkmhultifBaceted, Thcluding
aldeview[df@heBasics[ofudaism, @
review[df[fhelthitzvotldflfhedorah, 3@
reviewonOtheObriefCdbutCcolorful
history[dftheBeople.

InWa'etchanan,Mosheldxpresseslfis
concernCandCevenCanxiety[that[the
peoplelightCgolafffihelderech", o
useB[kurrentCphrase.Specifically,
heléxpressesCtoncernbasedConlthe
fact(hatMhelpeopleldid[hot[Seeldny
imageldf(GLddnfheldayHeldpokedb
them[@t[Choreiv[{Sinai).[This,[dom[]
binedCwithCktheCmany[Xangible[hnd
visible[&lementsOnXhellvorldnight
leadO peopledtovenerateOvarious
elementsdffAaturefo@néxtentdhat
wouldtonstitutefdolatry.'Butyou
shallldreatly[BewarebritourlSouls...
lestyoulactldorruptly@ndinakefor
yourselvesallcarvedOimage...Jand
lestOyoulraisedyourCeyes[toCdthe
heavenl@ndiloulSeelfhelSun@ndlihe
moonCandthelstars...Candyoulbe
drawn[astrayandbowdo®them@End
worshipthem...

Moshe'sWarningodhelpeoplelisin
the(Form[Cbf[d'SpritualCHanger[Ilbe
veryl[dareful!"

Onedwhotakes[OdMoshe's[Jwarning
seriously, night[thinkRhatthe[best
courseofactionTisCOnotCOtoCstudy
naturedtooclosely.ODangerous. It
cankurruptCusChndtakeCusCBway
from[GLd. Probably[motlwhat[Moshe
wouldO recommend,d butd Yeshaya
spellsldutiWhatWwelshouldldo.MRaise
yourOeyesOon[highCandseeOWho
created[thesestars,ktc.)"[By[hll
means, [ktudyscienceCJlandChature.
ButChever(orgetftWhol¢reated[t[&ll
and Whom we venerate and worship.

I
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havedanOadverseeffectCluponCithe
individualJewJandDonClthe[Mewish
People.OInCadditiontoCdtheTorah O
prohibitiond against[] intermarriage,
there@relanyRabbinic[prohibitions
geared@odestrict[3ocialldontactlwith
non[Jews.

WellnustMestroylthelidolatrylinlthe
Land.O Wel mustl alwaysl keepl in
mindihelbasisliponiwhichlGOdhas
builtHiselationshipOwvithis.

It0isObecauseloflGOd'sOlovelforlus
andHisOpromisestolourancestors
thatHeaslakenisbutblEgypt.

Knowdl thatll GIdO isO trustworthylto
keepl Hisll promisesll andl reward
thosell wholl properlyll followl His
ways,laslwelllasOpunishlthoselwho
dolhot.

ThellinalB'sukimbflthelbedralhre
rereadfortheMaftir.

Haf¢arall2k[plsukim
Yeshayahul4D: | [216

FirstUoflthel70HaftarotlofllConsolall
tion,O (alll ofll whichll comell from
Yeshayahu). Yeshayahull asll a
prophetloflldestructiondanddDivine
punishmentl forl faithlessness,0 can
bel seenl inl ch. 10 whichO wasl the
haftarallastShabbat,OandlinOsubsel
quentlchaptersthroughl39.0With
ourbOhaftaralthisOweek,0ch.040,0we
seellanotherl sidel ofll thel prophet.
GdO commandsl thell prophets
(throughll'Yeshayahu)OtoObringOthe
messageloflcomfortthndthelendof
Babylonianlcaptivity.OHowapprol
priatelhlthoicelhslthehaftaraforfthe
Shabbatollowing®'Av.

/; PNIN A3
Diuned Menactem

menp@ouisrael.org

When[readinglIparshat[]Va'etchanan
wel lare[ transfixed! byl Moshe's[ Ides![]
cription(of(thelrevelationlatHar[Sinai
whereby(thellall[lthe['peoplel heard
Hashem's[voice[émanate from[the(fire
thatlarose(from/the[smoking/mount.

Moshel | indicates!] that(| there[] were
severallaspects[tolthis[phenomenon:
Thelpeoplelgatheredlatthe mountlin
order,["to[learn[ to[fear[ Me[ all the
days(that/they(livelonlearth(lTand([in
order(]that]Ithey[Ishallllteachl]their
children"(| (D'varim[] 4:10).[] Moshe
implores(thellpeoplelInot[Ito[ forget
what(their(eyes(havelseen’andfurther
urges/themi(tolsafeguard/and perform
alll] thell decreesl] (Chukim)(] and
ordinances( | (Mishpatim).[] Why?[] So
that,inter(Jalia,thellother[Jpeoples
should[say:["Surelylalwise and[great
nationlis'this/greatnation...that(has(a
Gldwholisiclose/tolit."

For[those[ whol study! thellgrowth of
Jewishllidentitylandspiritual Cintellil]
gence, (] therel] is(]al]lesson( tol] be
learned.For[while empiricall experil

ence,[] emotional [ associations,[] and
collective[memory[surely contribute
to/thelinternalization/of our/cherished
Jewish(values,[lit[seems(Ithat[Iwhat
others[] sayl] about(] us(] is[] another,
intriguing, [ factor[ thatl[influences! the
development,] dissemination[] and
preservationl of[ the[sacred body! of
knowledge (] that[] informs(] the[] very
essenceloflour’holy(nation. This/most
unquestionably[limposes[lupon/lus[la
great(responsibility.
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TheOrthodox Union = vialits website = (fields [questions[f(all Eypes in(@reas af Kashrut, Tewish lawland
’1 values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish [Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmelfand[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRav[Shaul [Yisraeli

1 zt"l, [fo[prepare(rabbanimandidayanim o servethe National Religious [community(in I$rael l@nd@broad.
'1 AskThe[Rabbilis[@fjoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz[Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

(/Q:) When I “wasa_katan| (underbar
= mitzva) 1 madel tzitzit for myself.
Someone! told me! that they are no longer
valid,"now!that I "am! fully obligatedin
mitgvot. Is that so? If it'is, may I untie one
knot andupon tetying'it as'a'gadol (above
barmitzva), fix I them, [l or" must" 1" do
something élse?

A A Thelgemara/(Menachot(42a)cites
b Rav’s[ statement[ that[alhon[Jew

may Mot make [tzitzit[forlalJew, based (on
thelpasukregardingtzitzitthataddresses
BNEILYISRA'EL,[which[éxcludesmon[]
Jews.[Tosafot[(ad[loc.)[comments[that
this(implies[that[women [wouldbelable
tolmake Kosher [fzitzit, [@s Onlymon [Jews
arellexcluded, Jand[Jthis[lis[Thow[Ithe
Shulchan[Aruch{Orach[Chayim[14:1)
rules.[OnlthelotherChand,the[ gemara
(Gittin[45b)[earns from[thep’sukim
“Youlshallfasten...Youshall write...”
(Devarim[11:18,20)fhat/only(thoseWwho
arelinvolved[in[puttingfon tefillin[can
write tefillin, (mezuzot[d@nd [sifrei [Torah,
not[non[Jews, ‘women, landJchildren.
Tosafot[(ad(loc.)(cites[Rabbeinu/Tam/as
saying(that(thislis[part/oflalgenerallrule
thatlonly[those[wholarelobligated[inla
mitzval can[ treate[ thehalachic bbject
needed[ for[the mitzva. Therefore, he
says, [tzitzit[tied [on[tolal garment(byla
woman, [are(not[valid. Tosafot[dispute
this[] based ] on[] theJ aforementioned

gemara[and[the “one[that[validatesa
sukkalmadebylalhonlJew.[The[Rama
(OC14:1)mentionsthelstrictLopinion
andtecommends [beingcareful (inlthe
first[place(not[tohave a[woman[make
tzitzit. [He[says[that(iflit[Wwas[done, then
b’dievedtheylarelvalid.

TheMagen[Avraham[(14:2)kuggests
anotherteasonwhy[women shouldhot
make [ tzitzit: [the Gwords f‘the [Sons[bf
Israel”[often/excludemotonly monllews
butlalsoltheTdaughtersfoflIsrael”.[The
PriMegadim((ad(lbc.:3)[says[thathile,
accordingto RabbeinuTam,theissuelof
notl Ibeing[ lobligated[]in[Ithel[Imitzva
excludesJminor[ImalesJas[Iwell,Jthe
limitationon[the daughters[ofl Israel
does mnotlapply(to[minors, towhom the
mitzvall ofl] tzitzit[] applies(] even[] if
presently(theylarefooyoung folbe fully
responsible(forfanymitzvot. In/a@nylcase,
the[Magen[Avraham[equates between
women [Jand [childrenin[this (matter,
givingyour[itzitzit CofTalJquestionable
status.The MishnaBeruralsays(that[it[i§
propertolavoidlalkatan[making[tzitzit
for] al] gadol[] (apparently[] only[] for
Ashkenazim).[However, he[also[says
(Bi'ur[Halacha, ad[loc.)[that[ oncelthe
tzitzitwerelmadewhenloneWwas(akatan,
whenl[hemust{decideliflhelcan, as a
gadol, Cuse( them, [it[is[allquestionof
b’dievedlandhelcan usethem @sfis.
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Inlatleast/one way,[dkatan Tacks What a
woman( | possesses:[ | thel ability[] and
reliability(to/do(things(in[d kosherway.
Regarding the physicallelement, oneldan
checkltolseeliflit(was[done[properly.
However, [ what[]about[] the[ required
kavanal(intention)[to[act[fo[¢reate[valid
tzitzit? [The[gemaral(Sukka[9a)[saysthe
threadsJofthe [tzitzit must[Ibe Cspun
lishmal{on[behalflofthe mitzva).[The
Rambam ([ Tzitzit[1:12)[Says thatthis[is
notlaltequirementfor[thelattaching[to
thelgarment, butlthe Roshlsays[attaching
mustlalsolbeldonellishma,andwelfrylto
follow[Ithe[llatter[ Iposition[(Shulchan
Aruch,[1OCI]14:2).[1 Therefore,[ ] even
regarding(b’dieved, (Only(iffan [@dultWas
standingwith[the katanland training Him
tolhavelin thind lishmawould(the tzitzit
belvalid((seeMishnalBerural14:4and
Biur(Halacha,ad loc;[See(Gittin23a).In
your[¢ase, thelSituation[is[significantly
better.[JYoulJdon’t[ThaveJtoJconvince
someone[else[that[TyoulThadlproper
intention.[Rather, [if[yjoulare confident
thatyouhad[in[mindthat(thefying[Wwas
being[donefor[the imitzva ofl tzitzit
(which[Dis[T highly likely), [T you[lcan
continue o usethem(Bi'ur[Halacha
ibid.;[Tzitzit[(Cohen)[14:8).If youlare
not[ confident[ that[ youl had[ thelright
intention[or[ifl youlWwant[to[ follow[the
opinions(thatlarelstricter[than[what[we
presented,[ youlshould indoltheltzitzit
fully[ sol thatl thel whole tzitzit[Wwill[ be
formed properly.

Ask[theRabbiQ&ATis[part[of (Hemdat[Yamim, [the (weekly
parshalsheet(byEretz[Hemdah. [You[c¢an[read the[entire
Hemdat[Yamim[atviww.ou.orgor iww.eretzhemdah.org (1T
and/or[youlcan[teceive[Hemdat[Yamim by sendingLan
emaill to info@eretzhemdah.org( with [ the[ Imessage:
Subscribe/EnglishCorSubscribe/Hebrew TTleavesubject
blank.[Ask[the [VebbeRebbelispartially[funded[by the
JewishiAgencyforsrael.

I RiDDILES!

Prizes(for[best[Solution[$ets[ (whenlawarded)lare
furnished by [NoamProductions and/or[Blg Deal.

Lastlissue’s[{D'varim)@ Triddles:

[1] T]2[3]4]5]6]7][8]¢
SlmbbatOIODOOOOOI‘)

Chol JOJoOo]3]o]JoJoJoJofo]3]| e

The(presentation [df this (TTriddle[was!in(the form[of
alline[scorefor[albaseball gamel between[ the
Shabbat(team(dnd theCholteam.[Shabbat["scored"
oncelinlthe toplofithe second(and (Chol scored three
timeslin(theBottom[df the [third. (With the riting [of
thisCsolution_comes| the  realization[ thatShabbat
alsolscored ancelinthe bottomofithe thirdland (Chol
scoredonly[twice. [ That, [of[ ¢ourse, [would [ruin the
TTriddle[ TThad[this[ error[{good[ thoicel of[word,
under['the [Icircumstances) [ Ibeen(Jrealized, [ Jthis
TTriddle Cwould [hever Chave Cexisted.[ Too[bad, the
idealis‘algoodlone.[The[TTriddle revolved[around
thelpasuk[D'varim(1:11,[Which(is[fead(as(the first
pasuklafithe(second Aliya,makinglit[a"score"linthe
top[lof(thelJsecond."On[Mondayand[ TThursday
mornings, that[pasuklis(read[as(the(last[onlin(the
third(Aliya, "last(af the third".[Monday [and Thursday
account(for[two(of(the three[times[thefirst partof
D'varimlis[tead. [Thelotherfimelis[Minchalonlthe
previous[Shabbat.[Okay, how's[this:[let's[tename
the [feams(Chazonland Before; thenthe TTriddle [can
standlaslitlis presented.[ The[point(is, the pasuk
belongs at(the [end [of the ffirst Aliya but lis held (Hack
on[Shabbat[tolstart[the[Second[Aliyal$olthat[the
Aliyaldoes[not[beginlwith(the (word[(and [tune[of)
EICHA. [Ohwell, nice [try.

[2] Theyhum While they(chlculate

InD'varim(2:20, the Torah ells [usthat the [Amonim
calledtheR'fa'im [ZAMZUMIM. ZIMZUMIis[humming,
alJvery[Jonomatopoeicl Jword. 1 Targum[]Onkeles
renders[ZAMZUMIMCas CHUSHBANAI, Ca[Word[that
seems|related fo [CHESHBON, [So these[R'FA'IMhum
whileltheycalculate.

testify about sorrel soup? |
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[3] The lquestions' follow p: sz mmm=nN

Thelquestions refer (to[EICHA, [aslin [Parshat(D'varim,
the[Haftaral of( Chazon,"andin[ the opening[of
Megilat(Eicha.In(theTorah, (the[question[EICHAis
followed by the word [ESA[TMoshe dsks How!he dan
continueltolcarry"[ the people by himself.[In[the
Haftara, lit's[EICHAHAYTA.[And in Megilat[Hicha, the
questionis[EICHACYOSH'VA, “how[did [Jerusalem
come folsit(alone, [to e [abandoned. [If youtake the
lettersCof (ESA,[HAYTA,[and [YOSH'VA[ all[together
and[alphabetizethem, [ youl get thel sequencelof
letterslinthe(TTriddle.

[4] And fiwo of the fvelve

Thebook of[Yeshayahuland the Haftara [6f[Shabbat
Chazon(begin with (the [words [CHAZON [YESHAYAHU...
Forlwhich[ bther[ prophets( tol wel find[ thel word
CHAZON[ preceding [ their[hames?[ The[ answerlis
OVADYA[and[NACHUM, twol of the twelve So(called
minorprophets (of the [book of TREIASAR.

[5] twolunaricycles

Aflunardyclelis[19years.[The[patternof[13month
yearslis(found|inlthelunaricycle.Yearsinumber(3,(6,
8,011,14,[17,[and19[df[éach(cycle[have 2 [Adars;
thelather[12 lyears(have (one(Adar, (12 months[€ach.
Twollunarleycleslis[ 38 Years.[ Because we keep
using(the(number(40for[the years(dfwanderinglih
the Midbar,we [sometimesaverlook the referencelin
D'varim[2:14[1"And[the[time[from[ourlleaving
KadeshBarnea, “until Cwe [lcame Coverthe [brook
Zered, was thirty(eight[years..."

[6] EhreeOthers@hd, fwo

ParshatID'varimClbegins Cwith “the Cwords CEILEH
HAD'VARIM. [ WhichCother [sedras[begin[ similarly?
EILEH[TOL'DOTINO'ACHI(NO'ACH).EILEHF'KUDEI
HAMISHKAN(] (P'KUDEI).[] EILEHT] MAS'EIL] V'NEI
YISRA'ELL(MAS'EI).LAND, [ TWO L refers[to two other
sedras(that[beginlwith[V'EILEH[ TThamely, SH'MOT
and MISHPATIM. But(soldoes[TOL'DOT, [sothere(are
three[Tanothererror(dnlaur(part. [Sorryabout that.

[7] e's"(the) Ean"

D'varim(13:11 I "ForConly0g[ kingof[ Bashan
remained dfthe remnant [of [(Refa'im; Behold, this bed
was (dbed!(dfliron. [Is[it[Hot [ih [Rabbatof the [Sons [of
Ammon? Nine[dubits(wasitslength, [and [four [cubits
its [Breadth, [accordingto the(cubit [of [@man." Onthe
final l(words[of( this[pasuk, Rashilsays B'AMATLISH,
B'AMATI0G. [0Glis[{the) [man, [inthis context.

[8] UNEXPLAINED ini ParshaPix

Thelphotolis[ that[ of lecurer and[guide Barnea
Selavan,[wholfecently Spoke a[couple[of [times at
the [Center[together[with[ David [ Willner[and[Asher
Altshullon the [topic[dfthe [ELAHBORTRESS. Barnea
aslin[Kadesh(Barnealoccurs occurs 10 times[in
Tanach, [6fimes(in theTorahand[4 hore[fimes[in
the ook afYehoshua. 3 oflthe[6 fimes inthe Torah
arefin(Parshat(D'varim.

[9] UNEXPLAINED ifi ParshaPix

At[thebottom[ of[the [ParshaPix is[a[photo of the
TATE [Britain, lone[of fourlart(museums(intheTate
Gallery[network.[ The [word[ TEIT, "$pelled LTAV(TAV,
occurs14fimeslin(the[Tanach, of (Which,[3 [arelih
the [Chumash, [of which[fwo arelih[Parshat[D'varim.
Thelword seems o [jump[out(at(yiou when[you read
itCofChearlit. L1t has[thehighest[ gimatriya ofLall
twolletter[words, (8OO {obviously). (Equally[abvious
are(thellowest[gimatriyaloffanyWordslih[Tanach[T]
AV[Jand(1BA, Tspelled [(JALEF[BETJand "IBETIALEF
respectively,(with(anumericivalue of 3.

[10] Bullet ofthe ParshaPixexplanations

Sometimes[ (most[often) thebulletLUsed ofthe
explanationsof[_the[IParshaPix lelements["has[a
connectionto[ thel sedra.[ Speaking [ of[ twolletter
words,[@nother’ane that[jumped(dutlih D'varimwas
REISH, [spelled [REISHISHIN [{not [to be[confused (with
the spellingldf(the letter(REISH [whichlis [REISHALEF
[SHIN).TALEITREISH{in[D'varim[1:21)[is[franslated
as[GO[UPIAND[POSSESS, related [foY'RUSHA, linheri[ ]
tance.

2/and 5 from thesame butdifferent Thuh? When else?

OUIlIsraellCenterTTI870 *14*[Va'etchananiNachamul5769(XtralLitelversion



negationltircle.[The[Torahorbids
(a@ewdlimes)[@dding@odheTorah
orldetractingfrom[t.

® Oncelagain,[heTorahltellsClisCof
theCitzvalto[Hesignateltities[bf
refuge3on[dhel@astSideldf(lhe
Jordan[{and3@nltheWest(side).

©® ThelUCHOTOhheTORAHGBNnEhe
mountain8tands[forheldepetition
ofd thed Aseretd HaDibrotd (with
differences)CandremindsClus[that
theWhole[TorahWas[divenBy[G[d
at[Sinai,MotHusthelBigTen.

® Mezuzalikldnelof[fhelmitzvotfrom
Va'etchanan, romOheirst[parsha
offhe[SH'MA.

® Shabbatd candlesticks represent
SHAMORLCANALZACHOR.Theylare
contained[B'DIBURECHAD, [Ih[dne
speechB®ubble.

® ThelBearing[8arldepresents[SH'MA,
notGusttheamouslCone, butthe
manydimeshe[TorahCdommands
usfbisten{andnderstand).

® Thel warningO lightsJ represent
Moshe'sWarningsollisflo[femain
faithfulloHaShem[@nd[hotRo[be
confusedCbywhatCwe[witnessed
butldannot[ibtallyldomprehend.

® ThelbigChumber(d OsorHaShem
Echad,[@sWwell[asheldtherpasuk
thatd emphasizes] GId's[] Unity,
4:35,[1.therelis[done(BesidesHim.

© TheOreminderOingerOisOforOthe
commandb[@everbrgetihelSinai
experiencedand[ItoCpassClonCithe

memorydbfutureldenerations.

® Thel Seder plate is(d for the
Chacham's[d questiond] and the
answerl@fllWelWerelSlaves@o[Par'o
in[Bgypt...[Mothdfiwhich@refbund
inYa'etchanan.

©® The[Bimchat@orahlScenelis[brithe
pasukCATACHORIEITACLADA'AT...
whichOs[Cassociated Cwith[(Bimchat
TorahO (ford Nusach[Od Ashkenaz
daveners; C0n[Nusach[S'fard, Ckhe
pasuklik[€aid[dn@lI3habbatotl@dnd
Chagim).

© ThelSpeaker@ndl@nXeddutlideo
monitor: JOnOthatOgreatCday Cof
RevelationatdSinai, dlweCOJHEARD
whatOvas[Csaid, CbutCveidCNOT
SEE[Any[image.[ThisOk[Mnentioned
morethanConce,CandOsCAfeason
forCOMoshe's[O0deepdconcerndand
warningsblfhelpeople.

© Thel{clock)@acelhhedacelik{or
theOtermOPANIMOBIFANIM, Othe
descriptionCof[theldirect, Cntimate
communication of (0 GId [ tod the
peopleldfiisrael.

® Thel spaceld telescopel isd for
Yeshayahu'sCWords[Cat[theC&ndCof
thed Haftara:O Liftd yourd eyes
heavenward@nd3ee[Wholdreated
these...OThisOservesaspositive
motivationd ford ourd study of
nature...

© Thel[penlsForthe[BF[PENsCInthe
sedralJandOanotherCtwoJU'FENSs.
Not[Ho[*emarkable,[buttheylare
associatedwith(theremember[1]
don'tOforgetthingsCthatCdMoshe
talks[Cabout.Hence, khe[PENhear
thefeminderC$tringConheldinger
imagelih[fhe[BarshaPix.

© ThenOthereOisOtheOgrasshopper.
TheldordK'CHAGAVIM, ikeldrass]
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hoppers, dappearsClonly Otwicelin
Tanach.[BackOn[Parshat[Shlach,
thed MeraglimOtoldd thed people
about[thelgiantsOnthelland, Twe
feltOike[Crasshoppers{compared
withOOthem)CandCsoCwereCOwelin
theirCeyes".[D0Commentaries[Jpoint
critically Cto[thisOstatement.COThe
other[blace[theCvordChppearslis
Yeshayahu40OOOtheOhaftaraCof
Va'etchanan[IIINachamu.In[Xhat
context,theldnhabitantsCbf[Earth
ared] calledd grasshoppersd] in
perspective[of(the[TOne[Who[3its
abovelfheldircleldffthel8arth".

® Extended pinky isd ford V'ZOT
HATORAH...$aidCWwhenthel[Torah
is[ifted@tdhel¢onclusionCofCéach
Torahldeading.Mheords[@relffom
Va'etchanan.

©® The palmO isO ford thed way
Ashkenazim[kover[their[kyes[Tor
thelfrstlgasuk@f(Sh'ma.

©® The[threedingersdorm[Iheletter
SHINCandODsCtheCway[OS'faradim
cover[theirCkyes[for[Bh'ma.drhe
threelingereddd SHINon[ their
forehead@ndhelPinky[@ndIhumb
tipslih[theldornerldffdachldye.

THEWERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson(#(486
Betrothing 'With Money

Throughout(someoflthese lessons(dealing
with[Jbetrothal [l with[Imoney[]theJterm
“dinar” Cwill [lbe[fused. [t lis[lal‘coinl[lof
considerablevalue, Whilewel(shall use(the
p'rutalfolindicatethe[¢coin oflthesmallest
value. Therelare (144 [p'rutotlinaldinar.

The mostlcommon way/(to betroth[isfor(d
manto[say(tola[womanyouldre betrothed
tol me[with[this[dinar, or[other[thingl of
value, [Suchlasla’goldring.

Assume(d[man(says/folalwoman[fyouldre
betrothed[ luntome[with[this[Idinar[Jon
conditionthat[you[return this/doin[tome.”
Thatlis[not[valid[ kiddushin[ (betrothal);
therelis/mot/even(a hintloflkiddushinand
sheldoesnot(require(d(Getl(divorce)to (be
free(to tharrylanyone(else.

Inlthelfollowing[situation[therelis[Vvalid
kiddushin.[A[Tady[gave theman/a[ting[on
condition[that[he teturn[it to herlin[B0
days.Shelgavelit(tohim[So[thathel¢ould

uselit[to[betrothherlinthis[30[dayperiod.
Heldidlgivelit[to her[Wwithin[this[30[day
period[] tol] betroth[J her[] with[J it,[] the
kiddushinlisvalid.

Sarah(saidfo[Reuven, FGivelalset[sum[of
money!/to[Shimon(and Ilwill[be[betrothed
tol youl with[this[ giving[ of[the[ imoney.”
Helgavelthe[money[fo Shimonland when
giving[themoney(saidfo[Sarah[FYoulare
betrothed[unto [mel with[the[benefitlthat
youl havel[lin[imy[giving[the[‘money[to
Shimonlonyour[instructions” [1llit[is [Valid
kiddushin. Therelis anlopinion(that[even
iflheldidnot(say that[TYoulare betrothed
unto[me[ etc”’[butlIgavel her[ money! to
Shimon(| whilel] they[| werel] discussing
getting [ betrothed[ andshel gavelhim[the
aforesaidCinstruction, (itCis Ovalid Ckiddu O
shin.[Thelsequencelmust[bethat[she[first
toldhiml tol givel thel imoney! tol Shimon
and[thenhel gavelthe money(to him[and
said[the(words/of/betrothal.

Similarly[ifl shelsaid[to[ Reuven,[*Lend
$100[to[1Shimon[Jand [T will[Tbecome
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betrothed[ 'to[ lyou”[Jand[ The loaned[Ithe
money!to[ ShimonlandWwhilellending[the
money(foShimon[said[fo[Sarah, Y ou'are
betrothed o me With thebenefit that[you
derivel from[my[lending[the money[ to
Shimon”, [the Cbetrothal Cis Cvalid. CButif
Shimonlalreadyowed[ moneylto[Reuven
and[he[Jsaid [ to[ISarah, I will Jextend
Shimon’s(fime(to[pay(theldebt(tomeland
with [this[JextensionloflJtime[lyoulJare
betrothed[ItoIme,” Jit[Jis[InotJallvalid
kiddushin.

Sarah[said[to[ Reuven, give[ al dinar[to
Shimon[and [ 1T will[become[ betrothed[to
Shimon[with[this[ giving[ofl the dinar[to
Shimon, [and[Shimon[said(to[Sarah,[you
arelbetrothed(tome[with(thisbenefityou
have from(Reuven's(giving(me(theldinar”,
thereis[validkiddushin[Jand [)Sarah[is
betrothed[to[Shimon.

Reuven(gavelaldinar(to[Sarahand(said(fo
her(] “becomel] betrothed[] with[] the
acceptance [0fTthis[dinar[to[Shimon” and
Shimonlhad[appointed[Reuven(to belhis
agent[for[thelkiddushin,[shelis[betrothed
toJShimon. [JEven[Jif [JShimon[Jhad [lnot
appointed[Reuven his[agent[but[Shimon
said[tfo[Sarah[bebetrothed [toltheWith[the
money| thatl Reuven[ gavel tol[you,[itlis
validkiddushin.

Shimonlsaid[to[Sarah[fBecome [betrothed
tolmelwith(aldinar, (butI[donothave(the
dinar[1now,[]butl]take[]this[] object[|as
collateral(security(that(T1will(give you(the
dinar”, (it[is mot(valid kiddushin. Similarly
itlis[not(valid (kiddushinlifThe[gaveher(a
promissory note(tolsecure[the (money(for
kiddushinthatheldoesmothave(togivelto
her.[Ofl¢ourse, ifThelsaid [fo her[fbecome
betrothed[ to[ me[with[this object[ that[ 1
giveltolyou”,[itlis[valid[kiddushin.[IfThe
said[toher become[betrothed(to[me[with
the[dinar[that[lis[in[ithe[ value[ lofl the

collateral (that[I[ give[to[you tolhold,(it[is
validkiddushin, iflthe valueloflthelobject
islworth(alleast/a/dinar.

Reuven(said(to[Sarah[*become[betrothed
tolmelwith[100(dinars”,[andhelgavelher
oneldinar, shelis betrothed[if 'shelaccepted
theldinar; helstilllowesher[99(dinars.She
canlsuelhim[for(the 99 dinars. The vesult
is[the[same[iflhelgave her[99[dinars or
100[dinarsland[oneloflthem [is[tustyland
worthless.[ ' There[lis[JalsolJalJview[Jthat
disagrees/ andholds[shelis[not/betrothed
until[shelteceives[thelentire[ 100 dinars.
The(foregoing(view[that[shelis(betrothed
holds(truelifTheldid[hot[$ay[tolher Wwith
these(100(dinars, then[shelis Mot betrothed
untiltheyldount(and (see that(therelare100
dinarslinhishands[fo[give[tolher. Either
partylimay stop[ the[procedureuntil[ the
entire 1100 dinars[ arel[ lcounted [ Jout!land
given(tolher. Evenlis(shelagrees[to[take
thelllesser[ lamount/ hel imay( changel his
mind[because! thelkiddushinhad[not[yet
beenldompleted.

Reuven[saysto[Sarah,‘Belbetrothed[to
melwith[this[cup”, liflit[Wwas[ filled (With
water, [ the[ betrothal[is[valid for[velsay
that(the(valuelof the [cupland[its[¢ontents
islworth/d[p'ruta. Iflit(was filled [with Wine
wellook[tolseelifl thel cuplwas/ worthla
perutah [without! taking[intol account!the
valueloflthelcontents. Tflit[wasfilled Wwith
oillwellook[tolseelifl thel contents Wwere
worth (@ [p'ruta.

& Therel3[do[such[thingldsfighting[d
losing[Battle [With[theldvil[ihclination. [Th
that[Battle, [ak [lbng[ak [dne[8[fighting, (He
is[Winning.
From{'A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragalSilverstein
AlCandlebyDay®TheAntidote®TheWorld[DfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[D54209[0200
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JeWiSh LlLaW (ITeont.dromlpreviouslipage

Shimon[ had[ several[ vessels[in[ front[ of
him(or(types offoodor(other(objects, and
Sarah[ said tol him[‘give[mel some[ of
these”[andhelteplied Fif(1[give them[to
youlwill Cyoulbecomel betrothed [ to[ime
with(this/fransfer(oflobjects/tolyou?” land
ifl shel said[ f‘yes”[‘and[hel gavel her[ the
objects,[they(dre betrothed. Butliflshehad
replied[give[ them[ to[me, [ there[lis[ no
betrothallifhe(gave her(thelobjects, since

shel]did[not[respond[Ito[ JThim[lin[the
affirmative.[Evenlin(this latter[caseliflas
helgave her[ the[object helsaid[ tol her
become!lbetrothed[tolme with[this object
and[khelaccepted[the[bbject[therelisla
valid[] betrothal.[| The[J context[] of (] the
conversation[governs/to(seeliflshe agreed
to[become betrothed (with[the object(that
helis[giving[tolher. But[in[all[of these
instances[Jif{ 'he[lutters(Ithe[ ! words[of
betrothal [@nd[she dcceptsithe(object, there
islalvalid(betrothal.

CH l-Z U I( ﬁ/uuD U D (for[Olim[& notlyetOlim[respectively)

"Lethelgolover,diprayThee,@ndseefhelgooddand@hatlisiBeyond
theJordan, [fhatlgoodlyRillldountry@nddebanon. (D'varim3:25)"

T hus[MosheBeseeched[GodHoBeldllowedHolénterlWesternEretzYisrael.

OurBagesfeachlsfhatMoshe’s[desireolénterfheMandidasfotivated
by@[&Epiritual@eed: Rabbi[Simla‘iléxpounded: (Why[didMosheWish[Holénter
EretzYisrael?[Did(heheeddo[eatlafliksHruitlorillhimself[of[its[doodness?
Rather,Mosheldaid: [Many fhitzvotBaveBeenldommandedoOsraell@ndldan
be[fulfilled@nly0hEBretzNisrael; Oill[@nterhdrderfoFulfillBhesetitzvot.”
(Sotah[d4a)

OrMaChayim{R.[MayyimDenAttar,[1696[1743)Helates[Moshe's[Hequestio
the[TalmudicCstatement: T OneCwhoWalks[fourCtubitsCWithin[(Xhe[landCbf
Israellis[guaranteedhatBels@sondffthe[Worldfb[Tome’ [Ketubotd11a).
Moses[Wwished to[enter[thedandFor[theTbenefitCofChisCSoul ndForthe
desired[Pleasure, Whichis[the[WorldIb[Qome.”

Iyun¥a'akov, ihurn, [Belatesfhis[Talmudicdtatement@o@nother: OThe[Holy
One, [(blessed[BelHMe, hasldonly @hefourldubitslof[Malakha.”Meléxplainsfhat
onelWholWalksOhe@ourCdubitsfof(HalakhaWithin[@hedland@fdsrael, Glvhose
atmosphere[tonveys[Wisdom,Os[uaranteed(the[World(Xo[ome, CaAsCobur
Sages[3$ay: I0OnelWholtepeats[HalakhalConCaldaily (basisOs[yuaranteedthe
Worldb[ome."”

Welwish[fo[Suggestlanotherl@xplahation, Baseddponfhe@pproachldfihe
MaharalCofPrague, CwhoCcommentskhat[T'fourCcubits”CrepresentsCone’s
personal$pace.[Walkingfourtubits[tepresentsleavingdne’'s[$pace.[Thus,
the[TalmudOs[3$aying:[Onelholakes[@dvantage[of(thelandbfdsraelto
furtherBimself(Spirituallys0hdeed[duaranteedfhatBelis[@EUson[dftheWorld
tol@ome.”

Shani(Taragin,Jerusalem
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Fertility(PreservationTechnologies

Welhavelbeen discussing thelhalachic
issues( of male(fertility[ preservation,[a
processliniwhichlalterminallyfillpatient
facingpossible(sterility hashis[sperm
preserved for[future use. I Male(fertility
preservationl] is[] al] relatively(] simple
process,[Isincellfreezingllsperm(Jis(la
straightforwardandeasyl process/ that
has[beenlin[uselsincelthe advent of
fertility(medicine.

Femalefertility[JpreservationJand[the
freezinglofCThumanreggcellsforfuture
uselisl]all muchl]l morel] complicated
processthanthefreezinglof Jsperm
cells.lHuman(Legglcellslarelthellargest
cellltheChuman(body( produces((sperm
is(thelsmallest).[The[genetic_Cmaterials
containedwith(thel[cells[arelessentially
identical with[theCdifferenceTbetween
theltwoltypes(oficells(beingthe[amount
ofleytoplasmcontained(within.

Cytoplasmis(thelliquidlinsidelthelcell,
aslJopposeditolitheIgeneticCimaterial
whichlis[containedwithin[thehucleus
of(ithelcell. 'ThelIcytoplasm[reacts( to
temperaturedsimilarCtoJwater.[JUnlike
other(materials, Cytoplasm((and(water)
expands[when(itlis[frozen.InCasmall
cell, suchlaslsperm,(thelexpansionof
thelcytoplasmlislinsignificant.[(However,
theCmuchmore[significantamountof
cytoplasm(] contained(] in(] thell egg
expands[tosuchlalsignificant_degree
thatlthelsurfacelof thelegglis tuptured,
making[] itl] unviable.[1 Furthermore,
standard[IfreezingIprocesseslllead(1to
thelformation(oflice crystals, which(also
destroyltheleégg.

Thus,althoughlitiwaspossible(to(safely
andJsuccessfully freeze[lotherIcells,
including( fertilized ) eggs, ] unfertilized
humanreggscouldhotbelfrozenland
saved(] for[] futurell use.[] Fertility
preservation] has(] therefore[] been(l a
viableoption[for[’malelIcandidatesJas
welllJas[Imarried(Ifemales,for[ilwhom
fertilizedeggscouldbe[preserved(for
future use. Unfortunately, single women
didmothavelanloptiontopreserveltheir
unfertilizedeggsandlwerelhotleligible
for(fertility(preservation.

Recently,[] technology[] advanced(] to
allowfor(the freezingof unfertilizedegg
cells.lJ This[l new(] technology,[ called
vitrification, Lutilizes(eitherlalrapidfreez[]
ingCmethodand/or the employment[of
specialbeads of(glass(thatlare(used'in
thefreezing[process. These[methods
retard(thel expansionlof(the[cytoplasm,
preventingthe egg membraneltupture.
Vitrification[] has[] successfully( frozen
unfertilized'humanteggs thatlhavel(later
beenthawedlandiusedforfertilization.

Anotherrecentlyllinvented Jmethod of
freezing"eggs[involves[usinglicryopro(’
tectants(JtolIprotect(ithel legglandllits
membrane(] sol] that[l itD) willJ not(] be
damaged(] during(] thel] freezing[l and
thawing(process.

Duel tol] these[] methods( it[] is[1 now
possibletollofferllegglifreezinglasila
viable[] method[] ofll femalel] fertility
preservation.[ Fertility[lpreservationlis
thereforeJan[Joption[that(lis[lavailable
(accordingl] to[] thel] vast[] majority[] of
poskim)J toll alll terminall] patients,
regardlessof_itheirJgenderlJor_marital
status.

ThePuah Institute for Fertilityland Gynecology'inAccordance with Halacha'is based in Jerusalem and helps ¢ouples

 fromalllover'theworldiwho arelexperiencing fertility problems. Puahlaffersifreelcounselinglin five languages,halachic

supervision,.and eéducational programs.[Puahhas offices'in'Jerusalem, New York, Los' Angeles'and Paris. To contact the
Puah Institute please ¢all|(02) 651(5050/in Tsrael orlin theUS[718336[0603.hwebsite: www .puahonline.org
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:
The Person in the Parsha
for Parshat Va'etchanan

“AnsweringUnanswered(Prayers”

Didlyoulever(reallyiprayfor(something
youlwanted?[ 1l mean,(really[fervently,
desperately, [ prayhard(for[something
thatiwasl(vitallylimportantforyou?

Ifflyourdid,andrlthink 'weralllpray this
way! at[Imoments(of(Jurgency,[you
violated[] an[] anonymous(] piecel] of
wisdom: ["Belcareful Jwhatyoulpray
for,[(becauseyouljustmightigetit."

IThavelnotbeenTabletolldetermine
who'said(that.[Butllknow(¢learlywhat
helmeant.[IntmylownLlife, [1(havehad
morelthanroneloccasionltollookback
atfanswered(prayers, 'whichlachieved
what(lturned(outtolbellvery(itrivial
objectives.[Andl1havelcertainlybeen
disappointedCinCprayer,Conly[tollearn
thatlinlthellong(run, (llwas[much better
offfwithoutthebenefitsCoffwhateverrl
prayed(forisolearnestly.
Welthink'welknow[what[is[good[for
us,welthinkfwerknowwhatwelheed,
butOweCreallyCJdon't. JOften, Dweare
much(the[better[for(Ihaving[icertain
prayers[rebuffed, "TandCwelfrequently
discover(that[thethingsOwe[thought
werel importantarel Inotlimportant[at
all.

In0J the TorahO portion[] this(J week,
Va'etchanan, ’Mosheconfidestous
how( hel ]l powerfully(1beseechedthe
Almighty,TbegginglHimfolreverselHis
decisiontofrustrate(Moshe'sgreatest
dream,thatChelbelpermittedtolenter
the['PromisedlILand.['MosheJuses(a
synonym(forprayer, [CHANAN,which

connotesllimploring, ‘pleadingfor[the
undeservedfavor,IMATNAT[CHINAM.

But"MoshelisCdeniedhisCdream.His
petitionCistornCupLinChisface.[His[is
thelarchetypallunanswerediprayer.

Joel[JCohen,linJhis[Jbook IMoses,[]a
Memoir, [putstheselpoignant/words'in
themouthlof(Moshe:

"IlMToweredmykneeslandbeggedHim
oncelagain.[1[couldCmuster’holtears
this[time...[ I needed( badly[ tol reach
andlwalk[about(theland He[promised
tofAbrahamforlus,sollongrago...[My
worklislincomplete.[My[prophecyhas
achievedTnoreality JforrimeJinmy
lifetime...CTherelwillCbenofuturefor
me.[IMy[staff, (thellinstrumentalitylof
miracles(] against[1 His[1 enemies,[] is
powerlessagainstHiswill."

Beautifully Jput, Dby thisCauthorCofJa
booklrecommend(folyourall.

Whatlare(we(tollearnfromithestorylof
thel] unanswered(] prayer(] of[] the
humblest, (butgreatest,[offmen?Many
things, [in[my[opinion.

WerTlearnthatthelgatesrof prayerrare
notlalways/open.[Inlthelwords[oflthe
Midrash,TtheyTareIsometimes[Iopen
butCsometimes(iclosed.[JAndwellare
not(1tolIrelylupon(ithem(lexclusively.
Rather,(welaretoLdoLourLown[part[to
achievelJourlobjectivesllinCimundane
ways.

Judaism(J insists[] uponl] alJ balance
between( faith(lin[thelldivinelland[the
exerciseof[practicalChumanCeffort. (1t
acknowledgeslthatrwhiletheret pagst
be"bitachon",[trustin(G[d, [therelmust
alsol] bel "hishtadlus”, 7 oldfashioned
hardwork onCourlpart.[As[thelrabbis
havelit,(never(relyuponimiracles.
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Welcan(neverlallow(prayer(to[lbecome
alsubstituteforrourrdoingralllweltan
do.CWel must notl simply_expect[the
AlmightyItolachievellJewish[lsover(]
eignty[forus,butCmustCdolourlparts
politically JandOmilitarily. 'WelIcannot
expectlmannafromheaven, but must
earn(Jourllivelihoods[Tbydint[ofl the
sweatl of our brow.[And[when(welare
ill, yes,wel mustl pray, butl wel must
alsoldiligentlyrseekToutl1competent
medicalassistance.

Therelarelotherllessons, to belsure,
toCbellearned(from[the unlanswered
prayer_of(Moshe[Rabeinu.[His(grave
remains]al] secret,[1sollthatl it not
becomelalshrine[and(thatlhel hot be
idolizedror heaven(forbid, deified.For
another] important] lessonl] about
prayer(fromtheJewish(perspective,lis
thatlwepray(to[the One[Abovelonly,
andnottosaintsCandholy’men,be
they(Jalive or( be[ they(ldead.[{Cemel(]
terieslaremotisynagogues.

Byl notligranting IMoshel[ his[ request,
the[TMasterTlof(thelUniversewas(iin
effect/tellinglhimthat/he(did(allthathe
could,and(that holmorelislexpected
offhim.[Humansareexpectedioldolall
they(] can,J and(] not] necessarily[ to
accomplishieverything.

"It[] is[J not[] necessary( for[] youll to
complete(theltask,butneitherlarelyou
exemptifromidoing(allithatyoulcan."

Mosherisbeingtold,™Youldidrall'you
could,evenliflyouldidlhotlachievelall
ofJ yourJ personal] ambitions."(] No
human( isJ complete,J noJ manQ is
perfect.

Andrthenrtherelisrarfinalllesson, one
thatlwellearnfrom[the[very[fact/that
Moshel] persisted(] in[] his[] prayer,

although[l hel] knew(] well(] that] his
request] wouldD bell spurned.0 He
modeled( ] thell importancel] of(] hope,
evenlinlthe faceloflimpossible(0dds.

Jewish(historycontainslallong!(list[ of
Moshellike[Ifigures, Twhoselvision[Jit
was[tolentertheTHolylLand.[TThey
include'menTlikelthe‘Gaon(Elijahof
Vilna,"whollongedtolspendthellast
yearslofrhisifefin(EretzlYisrael.CAnd
closer(Jtollourtime,[theligreatisage
Yisraell] Meir(] Kagan,[] the[] Chofetz
Chayim,prayedrandrcarefullylplanned
tollivelout(hislifelin(Israel.

Ironically, they, [likeTMoshe, hadrtheir
dreams(Ifrustrated1byItheTHandof
Providence.[Like[IMoshe,theywere
ready(toltryralmostlanythingtolrealize
theirCambitions.[And(like[Moshe, [ who
was(toldthat"hewouldhotlenterthe
landbutlhis[discipleYehoshualwould,
various(leaders(10of[1 Jewish(] history,
howeverreluctantly, tooklcomfortin
the[Ifact(that their(idisciples!realized
theirldreamlin(their(stead.

Thisllis[possiblythe “mostlimportant
lessonCloflall.CWhenour[prayers’igo
unansweredforburselves,theymay
yetlbelanswered(forlourlchildrenfand
grandchildren.

Unansweredprayers‘are[mysteriously
answered,inCinscrutable JandCunpreJ
dictableways.

1118 = 1y N NN YIS D2
The fingers that cover our eyes for Sh'ma = the gimatriya
of the pasuk for which we cover our eyes

| Dvarim,[D'varim,[D'varim,[INechemia,[Nechemia |
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TUDB'Av N2 "D

In0theastMishnaloflTaanit, IRabbanShimon[b.
GamliellkellsOus[thatltherewerelnolmoreljoyous
festivalsdnIsraelthanTUb'AvlndlY omKippur.
InltheOmiddlelofCthis"tragic"Umonth, (thelmonth
whoselentrancelvaslhccompanied(by(theldiminishll
ing0 ofll our0 joy,0 well find0 thel most{l joyous[ of
festivals.

[f0youlwillDponderOthelvariousCreasonsOfor0TU
b'Av,0youlcanlseelin0 eachl onellall messagel of
consolationlindfromise...[and[joy.

e[InlthelhftermathDof(thed'SinlofTkhe[Spies",0G{H
decreedUthatlthelentireladultOmale0populationCof
thatlgeneration(shouldielbut(uring40lyearslof
wandering. [INot(bnlyGwas(thislilecreethanded(down
on[Tish'alb'Av,butlthel'sentence"Ovastarriedbut
onlTish'alb'Avleachlyear.[(TraditionCtellsDusCithat
eachlyearlJonUthe09thJofUAv,ltheDmenlofDlsrael
would0 digll gravesO and0 sleepll inl them.[ In[l the
morning,IMoshelwouldlannounce[l"letlthellliving
live separatel] from[ thel dead".0 Eachl year,
approximately[15,0000menlwerelthus(buried,(the
others(livingDon[forCat(leastCanotherlyear.OInlthe
finalOyearUofllwandering, InonelofUthelremaining
15,000ies. Notbn[Tish'alb'Avlkve,horthehext
night,[hor(thelhext.0Thelpeoplelthoughtltheythad
erredlin(thelcalculation[ofTthe[daysbflthe[month,
butBvhen(thefullioon(bf[Av[tookltsiplacelinlthe
sky,lallljoyouslylrealizedthatltheldecreeCagainst
thellremainingImenUhadbeenlrescindedlthrough
GU'stmercy.[Thel SthibfTA vBvas(thusmarkedlasa
dayoffjoy.dtlmarks[the(existencelbfforgiveness,
evenlfrom[Very[$erious($ins.

[ TUO b'Avl wasl thell end0 of0 thel season( for
woodCkathering(for(lthel Mizabei'ach.0 After(this
date,[thelpowerlbflthelbun[begins[toltliminish(tlue
tolthelshorteningoflthelday.[Sincelitlis(essential
thatOthellwoodfor[thelifireslofCtheIMizbei'achllbe
free[bflwormshnd{nsects,t0wasfearedthatlhfter
TUD'AvithelwoodlmightlhotCsufficientlydryout
tol avoid( infestation.[] Thel endl ofll thel woodl
gathering(l seasonl] was( an[] occasionl for[ special
korbanot( inl] thel Mikdash,0 and] TUD b'Avl was

celebratedlhsthfamily(festival(bylthoselinvolvedlin
thisitzva.

Notelthat[ustlasOTish'alb'AvlandITUOb'Avwere
oppositelsides(bfithelameltoinisCalvisthe[Sinlof
the[Spies, Boltoolareltheylherelllin(that(Tish'alb'Av
marksl destruction0 of0l thel] Temple;0] TUD b'Av
celebrates] woodl gatheringll forl thell Beit
HaMikdash.

*[Following[thelkerriblelepisodeloflthe["pilegesh
fromGiv'a", therelwas(hlban[bn[marrying(intolthe
tribeloflBinyamin. IThisDbanlwas(liftedJonCalTU
b'Av.
*[ForllallongOperiodJofTtime,Jduelitolalmisunder[]
standing(] in0J thel rulings0 concerningl] whol the
daughtersJoflITz'lofchadOshouldImarry,Otherelwas
littleD or0 nolinter(tribal(l marriage.0 Afterl alllater
Sanhedrinltlarified(thelissue,Anter(tribalnarriages
becamelcommonplace.[ ThisOreunitingJof0alllof
Israel,BvaslhssociatedGvith(TUb'Av,(hndthe(tause
oflgreatjoy.

o[IThelmishnalreferredtolabove, tellsOusCthatlithe
youngll maidens[] ofll Jerusalem would] wear
borrowed{whiteldresses, OsolasOnotOtoJembarrass
onelwholhadlholHress...[and[they[woulddancelin
thelvineyards..[{solthat(kligiblelyoungmenmight
chooseltheirlbrides).

Theliwolitems[nentionedhbove,andthefactthat
therelhavelnotbeenIweddingsOduring(theOThree
Weeks[(orlatlleastOtheONine[Days),Ucombinelto
make[TUb'Avlhspecial layfor(Shidduchimhnd
marriages, [andllirulyjoyous[day.

*[Following(the[fall[bf[BeitarlaboutbSyearshafter
thelHestruction[bflthe(kecondBeittHaMikdash[{on
a[Tish'alb'Av,honlkoincidentally),[the[Romans(did
notOpermit0thelbodiesDoflltheldead0JewsOtolbe
buried, fasfhlpunishment[for(rebellinglagainstland
resisting[Rome.[Afewlyears{ater,[athew(Emperor
allowedburial®flthe(bodies.Traditionlfecords(that
thisGvas[on(thell Sth(bfTAv.[ThebodiesOverefound
notJtoUhaveldecayedUinOthelyears(thatOtheyllay
unburied.[The[Sanhedrin[ht[lY avneltleclared(this[a
miraclefhnd(tomposed(the[fourth(brachalbf(Birkat
HaMazon{ITHaTov[V'ha'Meitiv, xothankOGdfor
Hislkindnesses, [evenlinltlarkest[bfltimes.
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Raxe, Berensaom's
PortionlofithelPortion
FEEDbackl[iolberenbau @ gmail.com

V'NISHMARTEMCM'OD
L'NAFSHOTEICHEM

In(1thellsummer(]wellhearl] of( 1 many
tragediesof kids[l'who[Jdrown[lat[the
beach,linCpools,lorfonltheirtwaytofun
adventures.[JAllversellin[this{lweek's
portionLisverylappropriate to[keepLin
mindJduring(Tthe Jremaining 'weeks[Jof
vacation.

"Watchlyourselvesivery_carefully, since
yourdid[not(seelanylimage...[at[Choreiv
"V'nishmartemJM'od[L'nafshoteichem”
(4:15).CTheMidrashasks[whatCisthe
verse(talking[labout?1What[]kind[]of
watching?Fromwhat? 1WhatUis[Jthe
connectioniwith(theltestof theVerses?
ThelwordherelusedlisINEFESHTTsoul,
butliftwerarelbeinglinstructedtolguard
ourl] soull] itl] should[] havell written
UshimartemIM'od et INafshoteichem.
For(thatreason(theRabbis(learnedthat
thisverselis[referingtollguardingour
physicallwelllbeing[([B'rachot[32:).[But
thelverselis[writtenlin[suchlalway!to
teach(Jus(]that(]byllsafeguardinglour
physicallhealth wel arelalsol protecting

T'hilim[20: | 0[id[alstatement
([Among[mhany [okhers [IAf

our[Belief: [HaShem [Hoshiya,
Gld, [dave! [(May[the [King[dnswer[ds[dn
thelday [Welchll.[Mhe[We [chay [TThhy, [hust
pray [to[G [d[dAnd[dur[firm[Belieflih [(His
hearing[dur[prayers, [ale[flindamentals [df
Judaism.[This[pasukbins[alspecial [fasuk
in[Ma'etchanan[that[id[also [almhajor [statel[]
ment[bfCbur[belief: [ SH'MALYISRAEL,
HASHEMIELOKEINUMHASHEMI[ECHAD

Theselplsukim[alelgimatriyaltiins[(1 | 18)

ourl] spirituall] health.[] (Mayanal] shel
Torah).

The[Chofetz[Chayimlis[famous[for[his
books[lon[1Shmirat[IHaLashon[lwhose
purposelistoChelppeoplelprotectitheir
spiritualhealth[with[his['guidancellon
how[not[to[ speakgossip[ITbutsome
peoplemight’hot beawarehowmuch
helstressed(thelimportancelof(guarding
one'slphysicalhealthCasCwell. CinChis
Yeshivalhelinsisted[ that[his[ student's
gotlenough(sleep.Helused(tolsay(that
thelJevilllinclinationwillJtryC1tol[1have
someone(studyllatelintolthelnightforia
whileTsolhewould'becomelweakland
notlbelableltolstudylaterion.

Ilevenlheardloflal caselWherelalRabbi
refused tolofficiatelat thefuneralloflan
over(zealous[]congregantJwho(Ifasted
on[Yom[Kippurleven[afterhisdoctor
and[Rabbitoldhimthatheshouldn'tfor
health(reasons. Heldied[aslal resultl of
the(fast,[and[the[Rabbitold[the family
notLtoLsitCshivalbecausethe[manlin
effect had(taken(his ownl(life.[Extreme
case, [butlit.remindsLushow(carefullwe
mustbeltol protect ourselves(from[all
types(ofhealthhazards.

Sol how( should(] wel takel! carel of
ourselves?

Drive[safely,[swimlonly[whereltherelis
allifeguard,dophysical’éxercise,[{such
asljoining[Melabev's[walkathon), keep
uplyourlbrainthealthfandimemory(Tlin(a
placellikeBrainspa,(Tas/describedlinla
recent(lecturel] atllthel]Israel] Center
www.brainspa.co.il, [ get enough(sleep,
and(belsureltoleat well,[suchlaslthe
Mediterraneanrdiet.[TheMediterranean
diet,[1 characterizing[] thel] traditional
cookinglstyleof countriesborderingthe
Mediterranean(]Sea, lincorporates(the
basics(] of(] healthy[] eating(J (1 fruits,
vegetables, fish(andwholelgrains,[olive
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oil, LandLalbitLof red wine[llandLlimits
unhealthyfats.

ThisOweek'srecipefforCpaella, Jalrice
dishloriginatinglin[thecoastallregions
of[(Spain,Lislan examplelof Mediterran’]
eanl] cooking.[! It[] usuallyl] contains
shellfishftwhichlis hot[kosher(][solhere
islalvegetarian/version.(ltlis(servedlinla
"paellera"(1Talround(flat pan‘withtwo
handlesMwhichCisOthenCputConCthe
table. Iffyouldon'tthavelsuchralpaniuse
thellwidest(Jand(Ishallowest[pan(iyou
have.

VEGETARIANPAELLA

Yalcuploliveloil
5[clovesimincedigarlic
1(largelonion,chopped
4[cupsivegetablebroth
2[cupslrice

4[medium(tomatoes,(skinned,
seededland(chopped

1smalliredibellpepper,
seeded(and(cutlintothin(strips

1ismalligreen(bellpepper,
seeded(and(cutlinto(thin(strips

1ismalliyellowbellpepper,
seededandcutlintolthinistrips
1lcuplgreenipeas
2lcupslartichokelhearts, [toughlouter
leavesremovedandiquartered
1demon

Lemoniwedges,folgarnish

Heatl(theloliveloillinCalpaellalpanland
sautetheJonionJandgarlicCuntil Cthe
onionlis[tenderland(translucent. Heat
thelbrothlinalseparate saucepantill(it
simmers.

Pour(theTricelintothepaniandisautelfor
about[3[minutes.Add[thelbell peppers
andtomatoesrandicook forrarfurther3
minutes.[Add[thelsimmeringlvegetable
brothandlcookoverfmediumheat[for
20CminutesrorCuntilCalmosttenderrand
almostl] alll) thell liquidl) hasl] been
absorbed.[Stirlinthelpeas.

Sprinkle(thelartichokelheartswith(afew
dropsLofllemon(juice andlarrangeover
thelricellin(JannicelJpattern.Continue
cooking1 until(] the(] liquid[1 has[] been
absorbedland(thelricelistender.

Servelthelpaellalstraight[fromthelpan,
garnished(with(lemon(wedges.

D'varim 414 [[MButlybuho
held[fastltdHaShem ybur
Godlatellivelelerylahelof

youlthis[dhy."
Thelgemaraldlarshens" [this[phsuk:You
wholding[tb[Q [dlatehbtlohlyalive
today, butlelenlifleleryonelelse were
dead, lybuMouldbk[live.Moulatelalive
today, [ahd[sb Willlybu bk [id [the world
tolcbme.[Thelgémaralcbncludeskulith,
"from[hkreeldarnthatMCHIYAT
HAMEITIM (evival fithe dead) ]
conceptlfdomtheTorah.

Torah[M'mimal({@helokher ) ekplains
thatlthe [pkopleltdMthomMoshelis
speakinglatelckrtainly @live (this(dhy".
Rather, welcin[uhderstand(the lvérsea$
saying, YlouMho[clingtd[Q [dwill bk
alive[id the Morldtblcbmelatlybulate
aliveltdday.

Notelthat[the Mordfdr[LFEid[Hebrew
is[plural. Mhis[idsblohly fdrHebrew.
Andlthis [fits hth [alur bkliefid [Dlam
HaBalahd[MchiyatHaMeitim.

Sh'mot16,C’And Ylosefldied, ahd[all lhis
brothers,ahd[allthatlgkneration."
TheseltWolplsukim[hhve[thelsdme
gimatriya.[Theyl[dled...bltlthey[iVe!
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ConcerningGld'smames
andldther[issuesftom[Va'etchanan

[G[d's[fburldtter [dame[dccurs[dver[800 [timeslih |
Tanach.[dOver[198% CofCthe Cltime, Cthe Clhame Cis
pronouncedas iflspelled[ALEF[DALET[NIUNMUD.

Around[IBO[times, [the [nhme islplonouncedas [iflitlwere Ebelled (ALEFIAMEDHEI]
YUD MEMI(ELOKIM).Ih [aISkfer Morah [drid [KILAF [strolls[of [the (Bbooks [f [NACH,
theldames[dre Ehdistinguishable. [Ih Cprinted (€Chumashim[dnd[Tanachs, [different
NIKUD [(Yowels) ate[ukedtd [distinguish [bktween [the [two [plonunciations.

Theregular"[YUD [KEIMAV [KEI[{as ik [is [ ¢alled) Cis [ Voweled Livith[ALSH'VA,
CHOLOMIGQHASEIR, ahd[KAMATZ [fdr[the firstthreeldtters.[d [many[eHitions, lnb
vowels[aleluked[at[all, Fbr[this[bhme.[For the [ELOKIM[pFonunciation, RIGHATAF[]
SEGOL,[CHOLOMLAHASEIR,[And[CHIRIK [E@re[dsed fbrthe[first(three dktters,
matchinglthe lvbwels [of[the nhhme [EL OKIM[id [ids [cégular[spelling.

Oflthe[IB0[dr[sb [FL OKIMs[id [the fbur Itter Edrm, [dnly Fdur[deccur [id [the Morah [
onelik[ih[Wa'etchanan [dnd[dnother[dextlWeek[ih [Rikev,[Which [k [Why[Wel[dre
reviewingl[this[tbpic[id [this[phrticularidsue.[Most[df [these [nhmes[ale [id Yechezkeil,
somelid Ylirmiyahu, ahd [the [rémaining féw/id [okher bboks[of[NACH.

(When [Welprintlup Morah [rbading[ahd[Haftaralat[the[ISrael [Qenter, [Weluse[a[HEI
with[ahapostrophe [l@bmmonly [réferredtd [at LISHMICHIK [With Inbthing uhder [id
forlthe[ADO***nhmeahdaIAHATAFSEGOL when itlislplonounced[ELOKIM. 5

[Here'slalgbod pasuk[tb[use[ak[alrkview [df[NASOGIACHOR.[D'varim[4:25 [(the
first[fasuk[dflthe[Tish'a[B'Av[thorning[deading). CMVhen [Youl[shall[dive Birth[tb
children[dndLgrandchildren,[dnd[Will[(Have [Heen [Ibng[ih[the [land, [dou Will Lgrow
corruptlahd(makel(VA'ASITEM)[alghaven[ithage, [allikeness[aflahything, [ahd [ybu Will
do[(VA'ASITEM)[eVil[id [the [sight [ofthe [HaShem [ybur[Qod, kb ahger Him."

Noticethatltheltiolidentical[Words[alelakcentedan [different[syllables: [the [first[id
MIL'EILL®n [the [nkxt[td [the [dst[syllable) ahd[the [skcond[dhe[i[d[MILRA, [dn [the [dst
syllable.[The[dorrect[dccenting[df[fhe vord [t [MILRA{va'asi[TEM).[Thefirst
occurrencelaflthe word[id [the [phsuk[idfdllowed by [the ord [PE [skl[(idol), bathich [id
pronounced[MIL[EIL.Because[va[abl[t&m [ahd[BE [skl [@re[ih [the [shme[phrase,[the
accentLonalaki[TEM[degresses[do [ the [dext[to[thellhst[dyllable[dnd[Becomes
va[aBl[tém. This[islcalled NASOGACHOR.

Thelphraselthatfdllows[vh[aBl[tém [PE[skl[also [hhs aINASOGACHOR.["Alikeness
oflahything", [IMU [nht (KOL [(rather[than [mu[NAT,Mhich [Mould [He [the [egular
accenting[dflthe[Word).Ih[this[chse [dfINASOGIACHOR, [the[skcond[Word[({that
causes [theatcent[offthe Wordbkfore iditd NASOGIACHOR) idiMonosyllabic.

This[gasuk,then,[Has[the[two[situations fbr [NASOG[ACHOR UIHtwo [syllable
MILEILWordahd[alahelsyllableord, lihked[td [the [pleviousordlid alphrase.

*[D'varim[439[3d[quotedin [ALEINU.I1[d idhportant[When [rkading [if[id [the [Torah
and[When [shying IEIEIavening,Eblﬂause[ﬁleforelzhe[lﬂstlﬂvolﬂordsEthhlehem
distinctly [ohn [their [awn.

=T PN (exaggerated pause here) r:ﬁma ‘\"»R'!'Bbﬂ 5&71:7: n"r:“tv:

% Towards hetter Davening il
—f>_and Torah Reading_—==-
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Spiritual[ahd[EkhicalIdsues(id [the [Bamidbar[Stories
by Dr.[Meir[Mamari: Korach[&[€o. {I}

AlllourlJsourcesimakellit[clear(Ithat
Korachlandthoselgatheredlaround him
in(Itheirirevolt[Jagainst'1Moshe, [ lwere
important,[J influentialJ andl gifted
personalitieslinllsrael. In[addition, they
stress( that(thesellwerel[Inot[Imerely[ja
scatteredIfewLlindividuals JbutJactually

anlassemblagecongregation,lalgather(]

ingloflleadersiandiopinion(makers.[This
isLconsistent[with[bearinglinCmind[that
allthepeoplelthat the Tanachldeals
withlorldescribes orireports.about, are
outstanding, ] powerful[land[ ] important
ones,leven[theJmostTevilJandsinful
oneslamongstithem.

"Our(sagestaughtthat Korachwasla
greatland[wisel manlwhol had merited
being[onelof thebearersof theAron
HaKodesh(1and[Ithel[vessels(]of(]the
Mishkan(J on(J their(] very(l shoulders.
VAYIKACH, thisimeans(fo draw([people
bytemptation;Korachdrew(aroundhim
bylhis(speechiallthe(great(oflsrael, the
Sanhedriot,[1thelIspecial I/men(Jof(the
community, (the famousonesknown to
all,randrthefwiseloneswholknewhow
tol) determinel] thel] leap] years[] and
sanctify[] the[l months[] of(] thel] year"
(Bamidbar(Rabba(18:23;8).

Together with[all this, [Korachandlhis
faction[] have, ] throughout(] the ] ages,
beenliseenllas(ithelepitomellandlithe
symbol ] inJ Judaism( of ] controversy,
divisiveness,[] and(] strife.[] Thel] very
openingll wordl[] of] the[J wholelJ story
VAYIKACH, conveys[theself(linterest
and[presumptionlof( their_revolt.["This
verb[] designates’] an[l unjustified
procedurelinlone's[ ownlinterests. Just
as[Avsalom[(Shmuel(Bet[18:18)"took’,

thatlisfassumed tohimself(the right[to
presumptuouslyerect’almonument[to
himself(] during(7 his[1 lifetime"(1 (S.00 R.
Hirsch).[However, at the[samel(time,[it
would[belalseriousspirituallossfor us
tolseelthoselinvolvedlonlylasambitious
egoists,[orlas[simple[seekerslof(power
and(] control,[] or(! asl] merel! political
opportunists. Undoubtedlytheselhegal]
tive[factorslexisted; Chazallseesleach
of thepartiesJtolJKorach's[revoltlas
havingChisfownlagenda. Nevertheless,
welshouldinot/therebylloselsightlof(the
importantl] spiritual,[J religious] and
communalllquestions[Jandllissues! that
werelraised( by Ithellvarious(Iperson

alitiesU thatJ led this(J congregation.
Similar(] questions(]and(]issues(] have
beenlattheltootlof(the’communalland
religiousimovementsithathave(rebelled
during(thel¢enturies,as(did[Korachland
hisCEida,Jin_lessence, Jagainst Torat
Moshe.

"Whichlis[al¢controversy(forithe sakeof
Heaven?[Suchllwas[thellcontroversy
betweenHillelrand[Shammai.[Which(is
allcontroversy( not(for(]thel]sakel] of
Heaven?[Suchlwas[the[controversyLof
Korachland(allthis(gathering" (Avoti5:20).

"This[OmishnaJandtheJfollowingJtwo
mishnayotteachlusltheltruth[of(divine
reward(] and(J punishment.[] OnelJ who
disagrees(with[his[fellow, notto[simply
opposesihim,butsolelytoldiscover(the
truth, (will(find that hisLopinions[willCbe
sustained.] Whoever(J] brings(] people
back[tolthelstraightCandtruelpathwill
belfewardedby(GId, andkeptfrom(sin"
(Rambam'sl] commentaryll on(l the
Mishna).
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WorldChistoryLandJewish history_alike
arelrepletewith[JexamplesJof(Jmove[]
ments, lindividuals,schismsrandirevolu(]
tions(that(originated(in(aldesire(to[solve
religious, [ socialland( ethical "questions
orJto[]promiselredemptionfrom[Ithe
troubleslof the[world.[However,[just'as
frequently,[] somel] arrogance,[] some
degreelof(selflinterestlorlsomeattempt
toOtherebyllearnJmaterial Jor(Ipolitical
powerhavelcreatedlhatred,linjusticelor
immorality[ often(greaterthananything
theyllcamel[tolchange."Howl[icanCwe
distinguishJ betweenJthosell disagree(
ments(thatlareforthelsake of(Heaven
andthose(thatraremot? Thoselinwhich
theldisputantsdonothateloripersecute
eachllotherlbutratherllike HillelJand
Shammai,[] displayl] friendship(] and
cordialityJtolleachother, areifor(Jthe
sakellofl1Heaven"(1(RabbillYehonatan
Eybeschutz).["lt[is[not mere-assump(]
tionLorpiouslapologeticlclaim that their
controversylwaslabovepersonallrancor
orlirivalry.[1Therellis[Jactual levidence:
despite[ thedifferences on_matters_of
marriage,[] the(] families[] of(1 the(] two
schools intermarried; [ despite] differ(]
enceslin[questionsof tum'alV'tahara,
theylborrowed(andlentleachlother(their
vessels"[](l.CJM.OBunim, [ Ethics[] from
Sinai).

ItChasbeenlveryl[icommonlinCmodern
times[tol view[]thellhalakhicllcontrol]
versies of[HillellandCShammailsimply
as[ thelreflection[of[ the[differenceslin
theirCipersonalitiesJwith[JHillelJas[Ithe
moderatel] and(] kind[] sage(! whereas
Shammailis[theharrowluncompromis’]
ingfritualist.[Alternatively,[Shammairhas
been(portrayed(asirepresenting(thelrich
classes, JwhileJ Hilllel representsiithe
poorlandlworking[ classes.[ | Thereby
bothlof(the views[as/welllas(the[many
variationsJof them,JsimplyCdenyCthat

theselcontroversiesiwere(simply(for(the
sakelof(Heaven(inCorder(tofind[G(d's
truth;J they(] arel] simply(] variants[] of
Korachlandrhisfactions.

"Every[timelthe[JGemarallrefersitolla
controversy of Hillelland"Shammai it
ends[with(bylisaying['the Jhalakhallis
according(to(BetHillel',[showinglusthat
their[l purposel] was(] trulyl] only[] to
determinethelhalakha"[(Rivash).[This
conceptl] thatl] thesel] werel] purely
halakhic(] differences[] becomes(] even
clearerlifiweltakelanexampleof(suchla
controversy.[1 "According(] toll Beit
Shammai,Cwelkindleall" 8 candlesof
the(first night of (Chanuka, decreasing
thelhumberlLonleach[successive hight;
Beit[Hillellargued thatlsincewelTiselin
holiness,[on(the(first hight(therelis(one
lightCand[welincrease[ the nhumberLon
eachl] subsequent(] night.[1 Thisl] is
becauselltheyImaintainJthatJman(lis
unable toSURLCMEIRA, idepartfrom
evil,[alllatlonce,[Whereas helcanldola
littleCgoodeachlday (ASEILTOV)L until
he(finallyachieves SURIMEIRA.[Beit
Shammail] taughtJ that(l to[J dolJ good
withoutlhaving(firstleft off evil is(worth [
less. The(first[stepsrequire[maximum
effortrandspiritual “strength(solthe(first
night(therelare[8(lights, butlafterwards
theyldecreaselas(less effortlisrequired.
At[the[present, becauseof our_weak(]
nesses, [ thelcandlesarelaccording(to
BeitHillel, (butlinthefuture,peoplewill
belable'tolSURMEIRAfirsttand the
halakha, 7 as1in(7 alll] cases, [ will[] be
according(]tol[1Bet1 Shammai"[1(Shem
MiShmuel).

His is no mixed choir
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

As[the[[Rav[bf[ Ponevezh, [ R’ osef
Shlomo[®ahaneman [Was[ihvolved[ih[all
communallahdldbmesticldatters.

Once,[Ja0manCcameJto[dhim Cand
demanded[alldivorce[ftom[His Wife.[His
wife,CheC}aid, (eft[theirChomeOdn[Ch
completelthess,[dnd[He[Mvho[Was[4
stickler (fbr[deatness {[Eimply [douldn’t
live[With [slich [disorder [it [(His[Home.[R’
Yosef[Sholomoleventuallyséntlthe [mhan
homelto [think[things[dver,[But[When
thelnhan[rkturned(hle [Was[aklidsistent[ak
before.[Again[the[Rav[sknt[Him[Home,
and[dgain(He[deturned, [deiterating[Ris
demand[fdr[aldivorce.

This[tlme,[R’Yosef[Sholomo [dent[Him
away, [butlabkedhim [tb[rkturn[the [nlext
morning[tdtheRav’s[hbuse, [chtherthan
to[the[khul,[vhere[they[Chad[been
meetinglehchltime [uhtil hbw.

Thatl[nlight, [the[Rav[ahd[his[Wife[thirned
their [(Home [upside [down [ihsuring[that
it[doked[at[iflalcyclonebhd[struck[it

Theldnan[deturned [dhe[hext[day[dnd
looked[alound[the[Rav’s[House Il Was
in[alfdr Worse[state[than [his [dwnhlome.
“Well,”[shid[R’' Mosef[Shlomo, Fdo [ybu
think[thatIshould[divorce [ohy [Wife [ak

well?”

Thelmanwas [phcified, Rhd[cbnsequently
shelved(his[demand.

e
\g

Alyounglnhan [Was[about[tb[He[drafted
into[the [Russianafmy. [Ebr[alldw[sérvice
in[the[Russian[army[Was[ihcomparably
worselthan [fbr[alldon Jéw, [With [Hlatant
discrimination[] and[] physical[] abuse
heapedlupon[theJéws[ih[the[aFrmy.[He
came[td R’ [Qhaim [Dzer[Grodzinskilahd
asked[R' [@haim[Dzer[td [Blesshim, [that
he[nbtbk[drafted.

“DolyoulWear[thitzis?”’[R’[Thaim [Dzer
asked[him.["Rebbe, TWon’t [k [tb[ybu,”
replied(the Young[han.[HILdon’tWvear

them.”

“AndLdo[YyoulTlay[tefillin?’[Again[the
younglman[réplied[thathk[didnbt.

“AndShabbos? Do lybulkkepShabbos?”

“Rebbe, [Hon’tkkep [those [dws elther,”
said[the young[an.[By[dow, [(He[Was
convinced [that[all[thathk Mouldréceive
would[be[3[fongueldshing[drom [ TR’
Chaim[@zer.[Ihstead,[IR’[Chaim [Dzer
said (o [Him:[(JI[Hope[that[the [Russian
army[idlas [disappointed[idybuas [hin.”

Alfew[eeks[later,[ the[young[nan
returned o [R’[Chaim [Ozer[With[the
good[dews[that[the[drmy[Had[durned
himLdown.[This[dme, (though,[He[Was
wearing[tkitzis,[ahd [He[sbon [adopted(al
religious[lifestyle.

TherelafelmanylpkopletholbklievelthatHashem[idlid Heaven, butlthelttue
believer bklievesthat[Hashem [also[cliles [thisworld.

[RF [AhanochHenichlafAlexander

Shmuel Himelstein hashwrittenlawonderful series for ArtScroll: Wordsof Wisdom, Words'of Wit; A Touch'of Wisdom,
AlTouchlof Wit;land™'Wisdom and Wit" [Tavailablelat(yourlocal Jewish'bookstore((or'should be). Excerpted with permission
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R. Yehudasays, Be|cautiousin'teaching, for'an
errorlin{teachingiay amount(to presumptuous
sin.

Alternately:[Be careful when you study, for an
inadvertent lerror_in studylis tantamountlto
intentional'sin.

IfMre[allow[TALMUD [tb[thean [dither
study[dr[deaching[llAndthorellikely,
both[lkhen[Weldeelthis[Mishnalds[d
warning[tb[tkacher[ahd[student[alike[l}
which[neansall [ofuk.

TolHelsure,[hen[dneltkaches[yYoung
children,theBlame[{dr[chrelesslelrors
in[téaching[réstsoh [the téacher's[hkad.
With[dlder[students[ahd[adults,[sbme
of[the[Blamel[dan[Bel[shared,But[the
teacher[hhs[ah[alvesomelrksponsibility
tobe[aklthoroughlahdlak[atcuratelahd
as[dlear[ds[possible[to[thinimize[the
misunderstandings(that[chn[dad[alpler[]
son[tblsériousletror.

Even[d[perfect[deacher[they [don't
exist[II&till [clins[the [risk [df[alstudent's
notLlinderstanding,[tonfusing,CbrLin
someldther[Way[Walking[away[With[d
piece[dflrhis[khowledge[that[is[dot[ak
alllWhat[the[teacher[thought[He [Was

teaching.

This[mishnalidhbtlmeantltddiscourage
teacher[dr[student;[itllidmeant[tbWarn
each[tb[be[vkrylchreful lid[tFansmitting
knowledge[dn[the[teacher's[Jart[dnd
to[hsk[for[teview [ And [ tlarification
when[thereli$[dny[doubt[ds[to [What
thelstudentlthinks(hkldarned.

—

Merak and Dubhe in the

Big Dipper are known as the

"pointers". They point to the l’l’

North Star, a.k.a. the Pole Star, * MicroUlpan
a.k.a. Polaris, the alpha star of Ursa Minor,
the Little Bear. The North Star in Hebrew is

2pipD 3239 in NIOPD NITD

Speaking of the North Star and of Yeshaya’s
words ¥"nv It is not particularly bright, but
it is the only star in the sky that remains in
the same place (just about) from our per
spective. At Jerusalem’s latitude (approx.
32°N), the Pole Star is 32° above the horizon.
This is so for all northern latitudes.

At the North Pole, the Pole Star is directly
overhead i.e. 90° above the horizon, just as
the latitude of the North Pole is 90°.

The North Star is not visible from the
Southern Hemisphere of the Earth.

Apropos Yeshayahu 40:26 (Haftara of Shabbat Nachamu):
B Ursa Minor, a.k.a. Kochab, HR 5563, HD 131873
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