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Nitzavim o[BeldeaddntheShabbatBeforeBH okt it[BedBufferBetween W g S L Llb

If we "benched" Rosh
Chodesh Tishrei, this
Shabbat would be Shabbat
M'vorchim. But we don't. We
can say (along with other

theharsh[TOCHACHALOf[Ki(Tavo[and[LYom[HaDin,[&.k.a.[(Rosh[Hal$hana.
Perhaps@inore8ubstantial@nd8ignificantteasonforks[beingteaddnihe
Shabbat[Before[RoshMaShanalisdhelPperfectly@ppropriatefopics[donfained
inOittleNitzavim OMheMopics[of[T'shuva, [Reward @nd[Punishment, @nd[Hree
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RETURNINGhaswoHacetsdeturning @o[GLd [AndHeturing Mo [EretzYisrael.
Thesel@reMOTHwoldifferentfhings,Becauseldeturnfofhelandi[Partof@nd
conditionalldponBeturnfbGLd.

Can@ew MeturnfofheMand@ndMotHo[GLd?[Technically,(heldan, Butlfhat's
notCkthepoint.[(LookDat[dD'varim[130: 11 0C0andCseeChowCintertwined Cand
interdependentthekwofacetsCofCreturnCare. COIThedTorah'sCpromisesClof
prosperity WhenWelfeturnis[qualillfled BytsHappeningihfheand.

Some[df(fheselp'sukim@reldquotedih[hePrayerforheBtatedfdsrael.[(The
fulllprayerlihcludesfhePart@boutfheldngatheringdf(theExilesCANDGf[GLd's
circumcising@durAeartsibfhcilitate[durdbvel@nd[dommitdmentEoHim.[When
Jewsl[dome@ack@b[Morah@nddb[Eretz¥israel, WWeldanIalk[dflsraelBeingfhe
"beginningloflihe@lowering lof[durldedemption”.Odust[physically[édominghere
doesldotldivedskraelfhatBeautifulldepiction.MayeldllIeturnfully.

Wonn I [ﬂle [M('NT" cont.[fromI[g.2

Abweekly(TT featurelto help clarifylpracticalland conceptual aspectslaf the Jewish Calendar, thereby énhancing ourlappreciation of G(d's
giftto'uslof HaChodesh'HaZeh Lachem...
Rosh[HaShanaldclipsesfheBosh[Chodesh[@spectdfdMishrei,[@ndEhatBH's[doming
is[Aurposely KeptldMittle[quieterfhanWeMightBavel@xpected.
WhatOsOronicOs[Xhat[rishrei'sCmoladOs[TheCbnlyCbnebfCtheJyearThatOsn't
announcedOnpublic,@houghitOsfarnoreCimportant"Modheldalendardhan@ny
otherholad.[EveryoladOksedoldalculate[@hedimedangeForKiddush'vana,
Tishreilihcluded, [df[Course.
Butishrei'siholadisdsedIbFix[Eheldalendar@sEbMhenRosh[HaShanalis@ndHow
long@heshvan@ndKislev, fhefiwvoMariablethonthsillthe.

AndOhere'sOhowd57700is"fixed" From[FBhabbat, A [Tishreib770Lntil
withoutCheekingCatChCtalendar.[(QOr  Thursday,d1Tishreil 5771 0nCa012
here's[Aow[fheldalendar(peopleldolit) monthGyear,(thereCAre[B55Hays[1]

5770Mivided By 19303M@emainder oneld morell thanll thell "normal®
13.[ThisheansEhat3770@&Ehed3th Situation.OTheOextrallday,0solto
year[of(ihe[304thOlunarTycleBince  SPeak,[EI30LCheshvan.Kislevikeeps
Creation.Based@n@heMixedPattern  itsCIregular"[B0Ldayslilinihis[tase,
of (1 2@nonthCand (1 3Enonth Cyears, theljear(is[dalled[SHALEIM, [domplete
57700is[ALSHANALP'SHUTA, O.e.[one  Orfull.

Adar,d2mhonths. And[that's[t: [577000sCad Y'Walyear.
Thelholad@fTishrei(3770(basedldn  PEIfor[P'shutal{12Cmonths).[BHIN
ourlfraditionalethoddfldalculation) for[SHALEIM.[And[ZAYINOs[$3habbat,
isBhabbatltorning,0h@7m@p.By thelirstldaylofliheYear.[Thislkldne

thelain[duledorfixing[RH,[RHI3770
begins@dnShabbat.

TheOmolad[bfMishreiCb7710willCbe
Wednesday[évening.[RHE@herefore
fixed@bBeginldnThursday.

ofd 140 differentd yearypes.[d The
secondmostCtommonCbne,[Cby[the
way, OwithOaCfrequency Cof[013.7%.
Someldodelhelyear ¥'Wy,Lvhere Ak

thelfirstlday[df[Resach,Muesday.
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Nitzavim I]ayellech

STATS Nitzavim | Vayeilech | N
of (B4 [sédras 5Ist | 52nd | —
of ([l id[M’varim | 8th 9th —
lines[id [a[Tlorah 87 72 159
rank 52 53 (40
Parshiyot 4 3 7
P'tuchot I 2 3
S'tumot 3 I 4
P'sukim 40 30 70
rank[(Torah/D’va.)| 53/10 | 54/11 | (48)
Words 657 | 553 | 1210
rank 51/8 | 53/10 | (42)
Letters 2575 | 2123 | 4698
rank 51/8 | 53/10 | (39)
MITZVOT 0* 2 2
positive 0* 2 2
prohibitions 0 0 0

*Some [(Mitzva lcdunters [cdunt (Thhuva [frbm (Nltzavim

N [&IVTade [tHe [tho [Hortest [sddras [id[tHe [Tdrah,
but [tHeir [plsukim [afe [tHe [to [ldngest (i [tHe (Tarah.
Look [ad [tHe [(Hypothetical) [rdnk [oi[tHe [cdmbined
N/V Cahd [nbtice LtHe Guimp [frbm Cpdsukim CtHru [whrds
to[Tekters.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

NumbersOndsquarelbrackets]Care[the
MitzvaldountCbf[BeferCHaChinuchCAND
Rambam’sSeferC0HaMitzvot.[JA=ASEI
(positivelinitzva); OL.=LAV{prohibition).
X:YOkOhelperek@ndpasuk@romOhich
thelthitzvaldomes.

[P>X:Y{Z)]@ndOIS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startCofCJaOparshalp‘tuchallorCIs‘tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasukdfihe
beginningOofCtheparsha; [(Z) DisCkhe
numberdflA'sukimihfhelfarsha.

Some[NaturallQloves

Kohen(Ifirst[Aliya
3+3+4[plsukim[L]
29:11[28

[P>29:11] Havingll soll recently
heard0 thelfrightfull Tochachalland
thelcurseslthatlarelinvokedlhgainst
thosell whol betrayll GId,O Israell is
understandably'nervous"daboutlits
future,0to0saylthelleast.0Nitzavim
therefore,0beginsdonlthelpositive,
reassuringlnotelthatOwelared ALL
standinglbeforel GIdOandlentering
againlintolall covenantdwithOHim.
Thesel openingl p'sukim0 callll our
attentiontodthel"inclusiveness"lof
thelPeoplelofllisrael.0WellareImade
upUoflischolarsfandOleaders,0judges
andl functionaries,ll men,0 women,
andll children,0 converts, wood
cutterslandOwaterlgatherersl (Ashl
kenaziml andl S'faradim, religious
andl secular, Mitnagdiml and
Chasidim).0 Butll togetherl theyl all
stoodltolkeaffirmltheirlcommitment
tod GId.O JewishO Unityd hasl always
beenl ourl strength,O itsO lack,0 our
greatestBveakness.

SDT: Rav Aharon of Karlin pointed out
that ATEM is made of the letters of the
word EMET, truth. This, he said, is the
only way to achieve LIFNEI HASHEM, to
stand before G-d.

SDT: The Alshich points out that the
Torah describes the People as "all of you,
before G-d', and then proceeds to
delineate different types of Jews. Before
G-d, we ARE all the same. Whatever
differences might exist pale into insignifi-
cance in comparison with the fact that we
are all G-d's creations. Differences become
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important from our perspective. We view
some people as more valuable than others.
But we really have no way to know how
G-d views us. In His eyes we are all
standing erect this day...

Andl therel isl more.ll Thel second
threelpasuklsetproclaims[that[it(is
notljustlthelentiredPeoplelofllsrael
wholwerelalivelatOtheltime,0who
arelimakinglthislcovenantbwithOGd,
itisOalsodourdancestorsdtodwhom
GIdO madel Hisl speciall promises,
andOtoOthelgenerationsUofllJewslin
thel pastl ANDUOthel future,0 whose
spiritl (souls)Dwerelpresentlatlthis
covenant.
PerhapsthisOs[theCmeaning[Cbflthe
prophecy@o[Avraham[Avinudhat[his
descendantsill(be&ds[tountlesslas
thestarsCof[(the[heavens.[Takelthe
millions[df(Jews[dlive@oday, [@dd[fhe
millionsOivhohavelprecededlis,(ddd
theODhowOmanyOmore? O0future
generations,dandCOwelcanCtrulyCbe
calledd"withoutdOnumber".[ONations
thatChavetomeoCanCénd, Ctanlbe
numbered.[Anléternalpeople[dannot
ever[Beldounted.

Asl hell hasll donell severall times
before,0 Moshell Rabeinull presents
bothl sidesl ofll thell covenantl with
GldObeforelthelPeople:0Youllhave
beendnEgyptthndByoulhrelhwarelbf
theirl abominablel practicesdl and
thoselofllthelotherdnationsOwhich
youll havell encountered.l Perhaps
therel isl all rebelliousl individual
amongyoullwholwillkurnfromOGId
andlembracelhnotherlfaith.

SDT: The phrase describing what we
would today refer to as a "rotten apple” is

"Shoresh Poreh Rosh Vlaana®, literally a
poisonous root of gall and wormwood. The
initial letters of this phrase rearrange to
spell SHOFAR, the antidote to this
negative facet of Jewish life. The Shofar
must awaken the one who stray and start
him on the road of T'shuva.

All personll wholl turnsl toll another
religionOwilllbelseverelylpunished,
evenllifthelthinksOotherwise.OThese
p'sukimbarelalminiaturelversionlof
thelTochachalfromOastOveek.

Thell portionl concludesl with0 the
statementOthatOtherelaredmysteries
ofll thisl worldl thatO arell GId's0 and
therell arell revealedl truths that
belongltoluslhndlourlchildren.0Our
challengellisOtodremainl faithfull to
thelTorah.

Rashilinterprets[thisCpasukCinCkthe
narrowtontextCbf[(the[punishments
presenteddntheprevious[p'sukim.
However,this[Cpasuk[aAlso[has[wide
applications.OnCallCaAreasCbfChuman
knowledge[lldcience, [hath, Wistory...
thereCarelinysteries@nd@herel@re
revealed truths.O ButO remember,
today'sCOmysteriesCcanCbel[revealed
tomorrow, [Mextear...[dr[dever.

And/orQiveldtan@pplydheldonceptlof
the[pasuk[tothings[thatChappenln
thislworlddhatweldon'tlinderstand.
WhetherOtOs[thelklassic, O'TZADIK
V'RACLO...",khatCrighteousCpeople
sometimes[BaveldNeryRardife,[@nd
wicked[Cpeople[5eem[tolknjoy[their
lives, [driwhethert[is[dopingith(fhe
death[df[aldhild 9"4,@r@ttempting o
understandd thed SHO'AH,O and a
myriadCbfCthings[thatktrike[lisChs
unfair, OdthingsOthatOpromptOusCito
"question[G[d" Mbr@ll df(fhel@bove,
thisOpasukOsuccintly OtellsClusCthat
therel@relthysterieslih[fhislWorldfhat
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arelunderstoodBy[GLd[dnly,[@ndhat
those[[He[thooses[tol[tevealtolls,
becomeloursOtoOunderstand.OThis
conceptCdoes[hot[Tanswer"[Chagging
questions, [buttCmustbecomelpart
of[durlbelief(System, [becauselik[Ok @
truththatCcanChelpCusClcope, Cland
understand@hatQivelarehot[¢apable
oflinderstandingCéverything.[People
resist[thisChotion, CbutOtCOdsCholdess
trueBecauseldflfhat.

Levi(l§kcond[Aliya
6 [plsukim [II3D: |

[S>30:10 (10)] Froml the
perspectivel oflabsoluteljustice,0if
well breakl thell termsl ofll our
agreementl with GId,0 punishment
shouldlbelswiftdandOcomplete.OBut
well couldll notl survivell suchll an
existence.0ThisportionbflNitzavim
tellsfustthatliffiwhen)dwelbreaklthe
covenantthndlbhreldispersedlhmong
thelhationslhs[punishment,hllthope
isinotOlost.0Wel havelthel golden
opportunityltodreturnfito0GIdITand
Hel willl helpl thel process along.
Thisl tooll becomesl partl ofll the
agreementlwithGOd.OThelconcepts
oflreturnlliinfalphysicallandlspiritual
sensell arell intermingledd in0 this
Torahlportion.

Thell waywardll Jewl turningll back
towardslHaShemUOandOtheld Torah,
andltheJewlkxiledtolhMistantdand
comingbackltolsraellhrelpresented
simultaneously.OThislrepresentslthe
dualll naturel ofll T'shuva.l Whatll a
wonderfulll opportunityll beckons
eachlJewlMandOthedJewishOPeople

| Augusta International Raceway

asl all wholell M ind beingl givenl a
secondlchanceltolivelhltruelTorah
life.

MitzvaWatch

RambamandFBefer[HaChinuch{and
others?)CdohotCeountT'SHUVALper
seJamongthe[d61300mitzvot.OSefer
HaCharedim,@he[$Ma"K,@nd[bthers
do countd T'SHUVALO as[1 oneld of
TARYAG.[O There isd no[d need to
"justify"[dounting[Repentancelds[dne
of(XheitzvotOn[thedrorahIIThe
Torahd commands,d V'SHAVTAO AD
HASHEMLCELOKECHA,CAndCyoulshall
returnkoOHaShem, ClyourJGLd. (But
howlHoOwelexplain[XheCBbsencelbf
T'shuvalfromfhelistdfmitzvot.

Onelkankay[thatCRambam[tounts
onlyOspecific,ddistinctCOmitzvot.JA
commandWhichk[3lllhclusive,Such
as[KeepMyitzvot",(BelRAoly",[MBe
straightforwardOwith(OG[d", disCInot
numberedConlitsCown, (becauselts
reallyOpartOdofdalldotherdmitzvot.
T'shuvallcanCObellviewed[the[Osame
way. [Rart[df(thelmitzvafo[Recitelfhe
Sh'mals[thatOfCbneHoes[hot,Cbr
doesOitOdwithoutOkavana,dthenCdhe
musttrepentChisCivaysCandsay[the
Shmal correctly.d0 Partd offd the
prohibition[bfeatingChonEoshers
thatOifCJonedoes, C0thenOheO0must
repent.[More®han[T'shuvalbeinglits
ownlmitzva,is@n[E@dddnIbElIThe
others.

Or,veldanook@tO’'shuval@s@Lgift
from[GLd.MHeldoesnttHAVEdoldom[]
mandt.[(HeJustChas[koOet[DOtCbe
possible.[AndlWelShouldGump@tihe
opportunity.Od0TheOTorahCOdoesOnot
haveo[dommandds{o[Breathe.[We
doOt[becauselitOs[helpfulRoiving.
So0isOT’shuva.OThedTorahCdoesn’t
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havefoEellldsHoMepent, GustBow o
dol(it.

On[dtheOotherChand, CtherelisClone
aspectofT'shuvalfhatiS[dounted By
Rambam@sl@itzval@mong[thel613
Vidui, Werbal Ctonfession.[This[s[a
specific[@spect[ofd'shuvaldihatDOES
"qualify"forCOthe[ORambam'sClcount.
And[yet,[@shentioned[@arlier,[Some
mitzvaldountersODOUcountIT'shuva
amongOthed613.OJustO0knowthat
whether['shuvalis[dumbered[@mong
the®130Cbrhot, OtOOsCanCextremely
importantCimitzva, Calways[Capplicable
OButldspecially @tEhisEimeldfiyear.

Thel lastl pasukl ofll thel portion
containsloneloflseveralJELULSs,din
thelformOofllRasheill Teivot,dinitial
letters.IAndOGOdOwilllcircumciseET
L'VAVCHAIOV'ETOL'VAV0Ozar'echa,
yourlheartDandOtheOheartdofllyour
children.l Baall HaTurim0 actually
sayslthatlthisliswhylOwelkaySlichot
during[Elul.

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
4+4[plsukim [[I30:7 14

Iflwelreturnlto0GId, Othen0GOdOwill
rainlthelcursesfuponlourlenemies.
Well havell onlyl toll bel faithfull to
HaShemlhndkeepHislhitzvot,thnd
alldHisOblessingsOwilllbelshowered
uponlus.OAgainfal"pitch"DisOmade
ford T'shuva.0 And0again.0 AndOthe
T'shuvall should bell completely
sincere.

[S>30:110(4)] Butd howl canl we
hopeltolkeepurlpartbfthelhgreel
ment?0IslnotldthedTorahlsolexalted
andlremotelthatalimerelmortallhas
noll chancell ofll attainingll spiritual

heights?0Thelanswerlisleloquently
statedlindtheOfamouslwordsloflthe
TorahIForthisOmitzvalshotnkhe
heavenslnor(islitdacrossfthelocean.
It0isOsolverylclosedandlattainable
thatleverylJewlcanlfeellconfidentin
takingluplitsOchallenges.OitfisOuplto
uslktomakelthelcommitment,Xeellit
inburlhearts,lhndIACTDipon(Qt.

R'VI'l[Ifburth[Aliya
6+3+3[plsukim (L]
30:150311:6

TheOfourthOAliyadisCOALWAYSCOthe
bridge[betweenthe@wolpartsCbfCa
doublel[dedra.

[S$>30:1506)] ThelkconceptlbflFree
WilllisObeautifullyllexpressedlinlthe
concludinglportionJofllNitzavim.OIt
marksll thel differencell between
humanll beingsl andld alll other
creations.0Thelsunlanddthedmoon
"fulfill"0 GOd's0 commandsl without
consciousldecisions.OADbeeldoesn't
think0 thingsl outd andl decidel to
pollinatelalflower.ONordoesOallion
attackinglhBveaklkzebralbvaluatelthe
moralityloflhisOact.0Only0Dhumans
havelthelkhoicelloMolzoodbrlkvil.
GldOrecommendslandlpleadsOwith
usltoldchoosellLifelanddGood,Obut
Helleavesthelchoiceltolus.OThatlis
whyllwelarellaccountablel for our
actions;JandOthatlisOwhylwelstand
beforel GdUinOjudgmentlondRosh
HaShanal [ animalsl dol not.0 The
choicelsbffered,buthotbnlydoes
GdIMcommand"OusltolchooselLife,
Hell warnsll usll againl ofll the
devastatingl resultsll ofll thell wrong
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choice.ll Heavensl andl Earthl are
called0uponltolwitnessl thisd most
significantfactloflhumanlexistence.
[tOisOtheOLandUoflIsraellthatlisOthe
"prize"Mforlichoosinglwisely,lasOGOd
hadlOpromisedAvraham,0Yitzchak,
andl Yaakov.0 GOdO reconfirmsl His
covenantthndlpromisesliolis.

Wel havell Freed Will.0 Well canl be
whateverlkindbflpeopleBvelthoose
tolbe.0WelhavelHisOrecommendal
tionfandlencouragementltollchoose
LifeloverdDeath,0GoodlOoverdEvil.
Ourll properl choicesO willll earnl us
longllifelandOalfirmOholddon0the
Landl thatl Hell promisedl our
ancestors.

Letlus[Heed[the[Warnings[df[Mlitzavim,
letLLis[belinspired[by[ the[ beautiful
challenges [of Nitzavim, [dt[uk bk [ublifted
by [the Ibfty [mhessages[df[Nitzavim,[ahd
let[uk[bhve[a["$uccessful"[Rosh[HaShana
andYlom [Klippur,[ahd[alhhppy [&[hkalthy
year[of[pkace & [plosperity.

[P>31:1006)] MoshellRabeinullconl
cludeshhislwordskolthelPeoplelhnd
tellsUthemOthatOatOhisOagelofll 120
years,helisnollongerableltollead
them.

AndlthatlGOdOhasOtoldOIMoshelthat
helwilllnotObelcrossinglthelJordan
River,Osolbhisljourneylfisftrulylover.
HelellsbthemOthatOGOdOwilllbeOwith
them,destroylthelhationslthatlthey
willlencounterlinlEretzlYisrael,lhnd
thatdYehoshuallwilllbelthelonelto
leadl them.O Moshel remindsl the
PeopleloflthelvictoriesOtheyllhave
had,0and0tells0themOto0belstrong
andlcourageous.0GIdOwon'tlabanl
donlthem[us).

Chamishi [[Eth[Aliya
3+4[plsukim 11311 :7 13

[S>31:7007)] Moshelthenlkpeakslto
Yehoshuallnlfrontbflthelhssembled
people,landlasksthimtobelktrong,
forOhelwilllbelleadinglthelpeople
andUhelOwilllbelinOchargelofllconl
queringlandsettlinglthelLand.0GOd
willlbelguidinglyoul"everylsteplof
thebway".

WhenlMoshelfinishedOwritinglthe
Torah,l0 hel gavel it overl tol the
Kohanim,'theltarriersbfltheArk".

MoshelhextOcommandslthelPeople
concerninglthelmitzvallofl'Hak'hel"
[612,A160 31:12].0 On0 Sukkot
followinglaSh'mitallyear,whenlthe
peoplelgatherlinfJerusalemUforOthe
Chag,Othelkinglshalllreadl(partsof)
thel Torahl tol thell multitude.d The
peoplelareltol gatherlatd thel Beit
HaMikdashl I men,0 women,l and
childrenMlinborderOtodlearn,Otolfear
G[d,Oto0hearlanddunderstand,Jand
tolbommitholfulfilllbllkhelteachings
oflithelTorah.0AndOthelyoungsters
wholhavelhotlyetlearned,Owillthear
andllearnltolrevereld GOdO "alll the
daysl theyl shallllivel in0thel Land
yourlhrelhboutltolenter".

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
6 [plsukim (LT3l : 1 4[19

[P>31:14017)] GldOcallsltoOMoshe
toltakeOYehoshuallandlappearlwith
him[ atll thel "Ohell Moed".ll GId's
PresencelldescendedtolthelTentlin
thelform[bfThICloud.
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GldellstMoshelthatlhfterthisMeath,
theOpeoplelwilllrebellagainstOHim,
strayll from0 thel properl path,0 and
embracell otherl gods. GId
announceslthatlHeOwilllshowlHis
angerlbyl"hidingd Hisl Face"Ofrom
them.0ThisOisOalreferenceltoldthe
welllknownl"hesterdpanim"Owhich
manifestsl itselfll asd GOdO "working
behindlthelkcenes"Dnly,Onhidden,
subtlebways.

ThisOO prophecyd by[d no[d means
“obligates”[that[yeneration,CbrCany
generation, (oturnRolidolatry. dtOs
possible[For[(theprophecyheverlto
comedtrue.0AndOthisCOwouldnot
impugnfhefruthdf(TorahdrMoshe’s
status@sl@[Prophet.(Weldlways[Bave
theldhallengemot@oMurn@waydrom
G[d, [@ndOhe@bility Mo temainfaith I
fulllb@im.

Nextlsltheltommandtobwrite0'The
Song"InamelyltheBwvholell'orah),to
teachlitOtoOthelpeople,Osolthatlit
shouldlkervelhsthltestamenthmong
thePeopleloflisrael . OThisstheOast
mitzvall ofll thell Torah [613,JA18
31:19],0o0writefhBeferlT orah.

MitzvaWatcch

OurZageslinhcludelhhisinitzvalihe
significanced ofd acquiringd Sifrei
Kodesh[{holy[books)fromhich[to

Par'o[donfronted [ dhetidwives[dnd
asked[them[Why[they[did[this[thing,
givingllife[tb[the [bhbies[(3h'mot[1t18).
PerhapsLit[ Was[ o[ that[ e[ tould
becomelthelgeople WholWouldfilfill
POl D 9y nawy.[These[kwo
p'sukim[afelgimatriyaltivins.

learn.JincelhelTorahlitself[9pecifies
that@heMpurpose"@fWwriting[@[Morah
scrollfs[todearnCandteach drom ik,
thenCwriting, Cbuying, CacquiringCall
learning dlextsOivould beldnEhe$pirit
ofthis[titzva.

The[RO"ShO(RabeinuJAsher) Ctakes

thisldealdnelSignificant[3tepdurther

Mhe8ayshat$incelin[ourlday, dhe

Torah[kcrollChas[beenfelegated[to

the[AronKodeshih3hul@ndOklsed

forOpublicOreading, CObutCnotCasCa

teachingtext[dthe[MAINFulfillment

ofOthisOmitzvad"toOwritedaC0Sefer

Torah"OsthebuildingCofCalCpersonal

TorahOibrarythatOWill[Beldsed).Buy

TorahOextsromhichModearn@nd

teach.Meldddshathtlik@lsoPraise
worthy[0flonelik[privilegedHolWvrite(@

SeferOTorahOasOwell.OThisOisOan

unusualCOturn@bout, OwhichCemphald
sizes[] thed importance of ] buying

sforimMBNDOSINGTHEM.

SDT: "..and teach it to the People of
Israel - place it in their mouths." From
here the Gemara teaches us that one must
review and review his teachings with his
students until they understand. It is not
sufficient to just teach; one must work very
hard until his students really understand,
until it in their mouths.

Sh'VI| [I8kventh[Aliya
| I [plsukim L3]I :[20 310

Because,l GIdO explains,0 10 am
bringingl thel peoplel tol all Land
tlowingll withl milkl &0 honey,O the
Peoplelwillleatlinlcontentmentlhnd
turndfrom0GIOd.0 Thel Torah,0how(
ever,Dwilllhotbeltompletelyforgotl

PILA &K CHERPAK
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tenl from0thellipsl (andOhearts)dof
futurel generations.l (ThisO willll be
"their ticketOback".)dMoshelwrote
thell Torahl onl thatlday (Rambam
sayshathelvrote[1 3[Torahs[lldne
forféachribe[@nddnelih(Bheldareldf
theKohanim/Leviyim)OandOtaught[it
todthelPeople.0GOdO"commanded"
Yehoshualtobelktronghndlrouragll
eousl inl hisll newl rolel asl leader.
MosheltompletedltheBwriting[bflthe
Torah.

(SomelBaythattMoshelevenCivrote
theIfinal 38 Op'sukimCofCtheTorah,
whichOdiscussd his[ddeath; O others
disagreeJandsayOthatdYehoshua
wrotelfhoselderses.)

MoshellcommandslthelLeviyimOto
takelthelOTorahOandOplacelitOatOthe
sidelbflthelAron.

(Someldayhat@heTorahWaslih[fhe
Aron; [bthersCkaythatOtCvasCbnCa
shelfCattachedtotheDsideCofCithe
Aron.)

MoshelasksUforthelleadersloflithe
Peoplel toll assemblel forl hisl final
wordsltodthem.OMosheltellsUotlthe
prophecy/predictionl ofll thel rebell
liousnessll ofll thell People.l Moshe
speaksl thell wordsl ofll thell Songl I
herelprobablylreferringltolHaazinu
Mtolhllthelpeople,Ondtslentirety.

ThellastO30p'sukimbarelrereadUfor
theMatftir.

Haf¢aralll2B [plsukim
[Weshayahuléll: 10[63:9

Finall oflfl thel sevenl Haftarotd of
Consolation.Oveshayahulprophesies
oflitheltimeldtodcomelwhenlthere

willl bel universall peacell and
JerusalemlwilllnotOonlylbelrebuilt,
butlwillObelthelcenterlofluniversal
worshiploflGId.0ButOnotdonlyOwill
thelnationsloflitheOworlddrecognize
Thell Onell GId,0 theyl willl also
acknowledgelthelPeoplelofllIsrael
asl Hisll People.l Thell ideall of
universalll acceptancel ofll GOAD fits
welll withl ourl notionl thatd ALL
peoplelhreljudgedbylGIdIonOR osh
HaShana,0 notl justd thel Jewish
People.
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Parsha Points e Poncer
Nitzavim[Vayeilech

I)(Why[does[the[Torah[shddenly[sivitch

toldtheCsingular CJ(L'OVRICHA) Ciwhen
describinglthe Jews[dctually [thaking[the
covenant[With [G [D [after [uksing [the [plural
throughout[dhe [dest[df[Hhis[dection [bf
the[Pharshal(29:11)?

2)[@Mhe Torahldescribes[thefctlthatlthis
new[tovenant[k[hotConly ChindingCdn
those[Who[Werel[there[dt[the[time[But
on[futurelgenerations[ds[ivell[{29:14).
Why[does[lit describe[those[Jother
people CAs[THOSELWHOLIARELNOT
HERECWITHLUSLITODAYL(IMANU)
instead [df[dimply [shying[(THOSELWWHO
ARE[INOTIHERELCTODAY Without[the
word IMANU?

3)[(WhyLdoes[the[TorahLdescribe GD
removing[the[piritualCbbstacles[drom
ourlhkarts["to enableluktblcbmeltbIdve
Him"[{30:6) [after [k [3Iready[described
ourlrkpentancelahdrbturn(tb[G[D [k [zh
earlier[stage[id [the [pFocess[(30:2)?

ParshaPoints€bFonder
is [pfepared [by
RabbiDovLipman, [who[tdaches[a
Reishit (Ydrushalayim [add [Mhchon (Mhayan [inl[Bbit
Shemesh [add isTtHe [adthor Lo "DISCOVER: (Rhswers
for (Tdenagers [(dnd [adults) [td [Qliestions [aBout [tHe
Jewish [Edith" [{Beldheim) [ahd
"TIMEOUT:[SportsStorieslas
al@amel[PlanfdrSpiritual Sliccess"
alrdcent(rdlease [by [Dbvora Piblishing
ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elbe [inl[this [ibue
Look ok [tHem, (bt Lodly [after (aTgdod [pdndering

ArtScrolllSeries (¢ Mesorah@Publications Ltd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

The[[Lhafetz[ Lhayim LvouldExplain
whatloheldbesl[id [this World[id [térms[of
alphrable.

“Imagine,” (He[shid, Cthat[almhan[Wanted
to[Build[allgracious[thansion.[He[chlled
in[dn[drchitect[dnd[tbld Him,[On Lthy
plotLfl[Tand, 0vantyouto [Build[d
magnificentUlcorridor[eadingl kol hn
equally[agnificent[inglcbom.’

“Thelakchitect WentHome,[studied[the
plot,ahdtdldlthe [an, [Wnfortunately, I
cannot[Build[Both[dnLjour[Thnd.You
willCdeed[do [hake [ [dhoice [M&ither
simplify[lthecorridor, Llor[Jmake[1a
magnificentldorridor[at[thelelxpense [df
having[alvery [stall [iVing[rbom. [Mould
strongly [urgelylou [tb [cut[down [dn[the
corridor,[] becausel] al] magnificent
corridor[Igading[tb [alshall[iving[rbom
wouldbk[thehkightlofidcongruity.’

“And[We,[tbo,[ale[flced With[thelshme
choice,” [shid[the[Qhafetz[Qhayim.[We
canlidvest[all[dur[effortsidto fdrthering
ourselves[ih[this[World[Ithe[dorridor
toltheWorldtb[Qome[Hhd[asalrésult
lose[dut[dn[dur[Portion[ih [the[MVorld
to[@ome.[Dr[Welchn[ihvest’ [l [df[dur
efforts[While e [dre[Gh [this [(WorldGh
furthering[dur[pbsition[id the Worldtd
Come.[Yes, [t Wil Chean [dhat[Gh Cdhis
world e il Chot[$trive (for (311 Hhe
luxuries, [(But[WeWill (Be[dnsuring[that
our(Idt[id the Worldtb[Gome Wil (B a]
finelohe.”

Shmuel Himelstein'hashwrittenlawonderful series for
ArtScroll: Wordsof Wisdom, Words'of Wit; A Touchlof

Wisdom, ATouch'of Wit;land"'Wisdom!and Wit" ]
available'atlyourlocal Jewish'bookstore/(orshould be).

Excerpted with permission
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Statement(by[RabbilYaakov[Lubanlin(Responselto[Criticism
of[OUKosher(Standardslinlsrael,[5ep'09

Recently, an investigative journalist posted
an article that appeared on a number of
blogs, which was critical of OU super-
vision of hotels and restaurants in Israel.
Within a few days, the OU arranged for
me to visit Israel and determine if the
criticism was valid.

| spent one week in Isragl and visited these
OU locations multiple times, both with the
OU representative responsible for over-
sight, and on my own, at different times of
day and night. The conclusions of my
investigations are as follows:

While the investigator accurately reported
what he saw and heard, the report did not
capture the entire picture, as there were
other pieces of relevant information that
the journalist did not reflect in his article,
perhaps because of a lack of awareness on
his part. One of the strong criticisms of the
article was that the OU rubberstamps the
existing Rabbonut supervision at these
locations with no oversight of its own.
Thisis not the case.

The Jerusalem Plaza is supervised by
Rabbi Eliezer Mendelson, who works on
behalf of the OU, and has made various
enhancements to the supervision in the
past year. The article quoted a source who
said that Rabbi Mendelson “is not really in
charge of Kashrus.” This is not true, as
Rabbi Mendelson was appointed by the
owner to be the Rav of the hotel, and in
conjunction with this he serves as the OU
representative.

The report notes that Rabbi Turetzky is the
supervisor at Jerusadlem Gate Hotel on
behalf of the Jerusalem Rabbinate, but that
there is no OU presence. It is true that

Rabbi Turetzky is in the employment of
the Jerusalem Rabbinate, but he is also an
employee of the OU. As such, he is at the
hotel in a dual capacity.

The report does not touch on the Ramada,
which is under Rabbonut Mehadrin, as
well as the OU. The OU has reviewed the
hotel and has verified that the Mashgichim
are of excellent caliber and the Kashrus
system is well controlled.

During my visit, | met with Rabbi Shmuel
Burnstein, who heads the division of
supervision of the Rabbonut Mehadrin
hotels. | reviewed the Kashrus in all OU
hotels and found it to be tightly controlled
by ateam of very competent Mashgichim.

The OU supervises four dairy restaurants
in Yerushalayim. In each of the restaurants
only Jews cook in the kitchen, which
obviates the concern of bishul akum.
There is a very strong system of yotzel
vinichnas (spot inspections) with a
Mashgiach coming regularly throughout
the day and night. In each of these
restaurants, the OU arranged for
Mashgichim and the OU insisted that all
ingredients meet Mehadrin standards. In
addition, Rabbi Turetzky spot-checks to
insure that everything is in order. The OU
is comfortable with this situation.

The OU supervises three meat restaurants
where the OU arranged for Mashgichim to
be present. The OU has a strong presence
in these establishments and is not blindly
rubber stamping the supervision.

The article reported on other irregularities
as well. For example, the journalist waited
in the morning for the Mashgiach at
Pappagio, a meat restaurant, for 40
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minutes, but the Mashgiach did not arrive.
In the interim, the restaurant was in
operation. | confirmed with the Mashgiach
that he was not present, but what was not
reported was that the Mashgiach was ill
that morning and could not arrive because
of a severe back problem. Though the
Mashgiach arrived late that particular day,
this is not standard operating procedure at
the restaurant. One cannot prevent such
emergencies from occurring. The question
is how to respond when the Mashgiach is
late because of an emergency: Should the
restaurant open or not? This depends on
the individual facility, and the Mashgiach
felt that he had sufficient control and
knowledge of the facility to not warrant
shutting down the store until his arrival,
particularly since the  management
anticipated his presence shortly and they
did not know when he would arrive. The
grill (where most of the cooking occurs)
was not in operation before the Mashgiach
arrived, and only prep work was occurring
in the kitchen. In addition, the chef’s are
Jewish and there was no concern of bishul
akum. When the Mashgiach did arrive, he
was able to confirm that everything was in
order.

The journalist reported that he visited
Taku three times and never saw the
Mashgiach. The arrangement in Taiku is
that a Shomer Shabbos chef, who does all
the cooking, is present at al times. In
addition, a Mashgiach is present at least
eight hours a day during the busiest time
of operation. It is common practice to rely
on Shomer Shabbos employees (we refer
to them as “working Mashgichim’) in
certified restaurants.

The report also claimed that dairy liquor
was used in a meat establishment. | asked
the journalist for the name of the liquor
and he said it was Southern Comfort. To

our knowledge, this is not dairy. It is true
that in America the OU does not allow
Southern Comfort because it lacks super-
vision, but in Israel it is commonly used.
Nonetheless, the point of consistency is
valid and we are reviewing this situation.

I met with the reporter in Israel and he
expressed to me that there was a lack of
transparency in the standards and
procedures in Israel. This, in part, created
some of the confusion. This is a valid
point which we hope to correct in the
future by publicizing the OU standards in
food establishments in Israel.

The reporter also expressed frustration that
he was not permitted entry into the
kitchens without the presence of our
supervisor. This creates the impression
that we are seeking to hide informetion. |
explained that this is not the case, and it is
common practice to have a supervisor
present during a review to insure that
misunderstandings do not occur. We are
happy to escort people through the kitchen
and explain the basis of our supervision.

| was glad that | came to Israel to review
these establishments. It is always possible
to improve and enhance supervision. In
general, the Kashrus of the OU restaurants
and hotels in Israel was good, but | did
find some areas where | felt improvement
can be made. | hope to implement these
changes in the near future.

If you would like to discuss this matter
with me directly, please cal me at
212-613-8214 and | will be happy to speak
to you.

Rabbi Yaakov Luban
Executive Rabbinic Coordinator
Orthodox Union Kashrut Division
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DivreiMenachem

Moshe[Rabbeinu, inthelopeningllines
oflouriparsha,(starkly[reminds(us(of(our
privileged[position, namely, thatlwe
stand([] beforel] Hashem.[| Moreover,
Moshell reminded[] thel! assembled
gathering(that/thosepresent/ consisted
of,[1"the(Theads[lof/ lyour(tribes,[lyour
elders,and[your!officers(ITall the imen
of(Israel; [ lyour( Ismall(Ichildren, lyour
women...[Jyour( jproselyte... [from[the
hewerlof yourlwoodtolthedrawer[of
your water"[(D'varim[29:9710).

Interestingly, [ all[ stratal of( society[are
mentioned.(It[inadel sensel1TasMoshe
was/about/émbarkion/thelsunset(of his
life(TMthatthe heads(of(the[society were
presenttoltakeuponlthelresponsibil[]
itieslof(leadership. Itfmadelsense, too,
that[theladults[Wwverelacknowledgedlat
thelthresholdlofl enteringluiponalhew
covenant[/designed( to[limprint[lupon
them(the dualirelationshipbetween(the
Jewishpeople@and/Hashem.

But(whatofthelsmallchildren[and[the
workingl(¢lass(|Jew,[ | sol]far[lremoved
from[Jthe[lechelonsof powerJand[Iso
obviouslylackinglinfauthority?

Perhaps(Iwelshould( first[ /recalll Ithat
Judaismlislinclusiveloflalllmembers[of
the( faith, ] irrespectivel] of( ] age[] and
position. [More(tolthe (point,(however,lis
thatCweall,finfour[own[waysand at
everyllevel,[influencelthoselaroundlus
(Ohr[Hachayim).[This[5urelylindicates
thatlitlis(hotlonly[Wwhat[Wweknow(thatlis
significant;[it[is[what[we[dowith[Wwhat
welknow/that/¢ounts.

= WhenOwvel[feel(khat[T'ourOwvhole
world[is[breaking[hpart",[it[is[ theral]
peutic[ ko[ ook ht[ ourselves[in[kthe
mirror(ahd[fihd[that[We[ale[slibstantially
the[shme.[Thdeed, [akt[slich[times[We[alre
often[hmazed [to[Wiscoverkhat[lour
outward[dppearance[Has[Undergonedo
change,[#houghLihwardly e [inay [feel
ourselves[d[bloody[¢haos.[Sometimes,
however, [the[effect[id[negative. [Welale
led[tb[feellaksuredthat[durlevil[aktions
areldotlquite[sblelil[ak[We [féel [them [tb
beWhen[Welfihd[that[We[have [not[been
preceptibly [changed [By[them[id [ahy [Way.
From('A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragaSilverstein

AlCandle[by(Day@(ThelAntidote#The(WorldOfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[&At[D54[209[(0200

Bobby[pink: YN N0

Hairlpin= NP1O™ D20

Eitherfis(hlsoltalled

73290
Hairltlipl{iwhatlinanypeopleliiseltolkeepltheir
kipalbn, father(thanabobby(pin)= 9YW-2ON

Barrette= §Y9IN"N2'0
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TheOrthodox Union = vialits website = (fields [questions6f(all ypes in@reas af Kashrut, Tewish lawland
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish[Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmel‘and[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRavShaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare(rabbanimandidayanim o servethe National Religious [community(in I$rael l@nd@broad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@ljoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz(Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

Someone! locked | his" bike[] to the

banisternext|to the steps|leadingfolour
building. 1The wheel  blocked| al third of! the
steps.|| This[| created) al) significant|| incon!
veniencel (especiallyto an[old,  sicklman) and
caused'a”coupleof people!to trip (it was not
easy!to notice! thel protruding"wheel).[ After
waiting[several weeks when'apparently nolone
moved| the bike|and beinglunable tolascertain
the owner’s identity, ‘wel broke(the( chainland
moved|thelbike nearby fola place wherelit does
not disturb.” Must(welbuy alhew(chain(to'lock
up! the'bike(to' prevent_its theft?! (In our!safe
neighborhood, carriages' and(often)  bikes are
left unlocked,andIthey \can'\remain imany
monthswithout being stolen.)

A We need to first see if you had a
\. right to break the chain and move
the bike, as it impacts on your question
also. In general, one may “take the law
into his own hands’ to remove/prevent
damages in a manner that causes the
least necessary loss to the damager
(Bava Kama 28a; Shulchan Aruch,
Choshen Mishpat 4:1). One may break
things that prevent him from getting out
(ibid. 412:2). It seems that the accum-
ulated inconvenience and potentia
danger the bike caused justified doing
something. If you exhausted reasonable
efforts to find the owner and have him
remove the bike, it was proper to break
the chain and removeit.

At this point, why should you not have
the normal responsibilities of hashavat
aveida (which includes preserving the
object until the owner is found - see
Tosafot, Sukka 25a)? Perhaps you could
claim to be exempt because there is no
aveida, as the owner presumably knows
where the bike is. Indeed, when one
leaves his object purposely in a certain
place, no one should take it to return it
(see Bava Metzia 26b). However, thisis
not relevant because when the owner
left it, the bike was chained up and now
it is not. This resembles the case of one
who hid an object in a garbage dump
that was not slated to be vacated and
now it is slated for removal, in which
case there is an obligation of hashavat
aveidawhen feasible (ibid. 244).

However, a different exemption from
hashavat aveida seems to apply. The
gemara mentions in a few places
(including Bava Batra 87b, BavaMetzia
25b) the situation of aveida mida at
(literally, an intentional losing). The
common denominator of the cases is
that an owner purposely left his object
in a situation where its chances of
remaining intact and in his possession
are poor. In that case, one is not
required to do hashavat aveida. The
Rambam (Aveida 11:11) derives this
from a pasuk (apparently based on a
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Talmudic source - see Shut HaBach 97)
that one does hashavat aveida when the
object was “lost from him” (D'varim
22:3), as opposed to an intentional loss.
The Rambam says that while thereis no
mitzva of hashavat aveida in this case,
the finder may not claim the object. The
Tur (Choshen Mishpat 261) says that
the finder may take it because we
consider the owner to have been mafkir
(relinquish rights to) the object. Accord-
ing to the Rambam, there appears to be
a rule that one does not have to go to
greater efforts to protect someone else’s
possession than the owner did (see
Netivot Hamishpat 261:1; Even HaEzel,
Aveida 11:11). Similarly, in our case,
when one left his bike in a manner that
he should have expected people to
eventually exercise their right to cut the
chain, he knowingly exposed it to the
prospect of being unprotected. Thus,
you are not required to take steps to
remove the danger he should have
anticipated. The Tur probably agrees to
this concept, in cases of aveida mida at
where hefker does not apply (see Bava
Batra87b; Netivot Hamishpat 261:1).

In summary, you are probably not
required to obtain a chain for the bike
you moved, especialy if the bikeisin a
situation where he still has good
chances of getting it back. On the other
hand, you do not know what caused the
owner to leave the bike as he did, and it
would be a responsible move and nice
gestureto protect it.

Machon Puah

Fertility Extension

Until now, our review of fertility
preservation has focused primarily on
its use with cancer patients. Our
discussion included a review of the
halachic  implications of fertility
preservation as well as the halachic
differences between those that apply
to married or single patients.

This same technology can and has
been adapted for use in other situa-
tions that have raised serious
halachic concerns. The most promi-
nent application involves unmarried
women of advancing age. In this
example, a single woman who has no
medical indications to require fertility
treatments is concerned that she will
soon be too old to have children.
Freezing her eggs or even sections of
the ovary in order to extend her
fertility may allow her to mother
children later on in her life at a time
when she would otherwise be infertile.

Although the procedures are the
same as in female fertility preserva-
tion, this application is known as
fertility extension. Both are elective
procedures; fertility preservation is
indicated because of other medical
concerns (such as cancer or
premature menopause) while fertility
extension is considered to be a
completely elective procedure.

Medically there is no distinction
between the procedure of egg freez-
ing for fertility extension or preserva-
tion. Similarly, there is no medical
difference between a single or
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married woman. Of course, in the
case of fertility extension there is no
husband involved. The option of
freezing fertilized eggs is not available
for fertility extension unless donor
sperm is used (which raises additional
halachic complications of its own).

Halachically there is a difference
between the two applications. Elective
surgery is frowned upon by halacha;
in certain circumstances it is actually
forbidden. This applies to all elective
surgery, especially when the surgery
involves specific prohibitions such as
castration. Ovarian freezing might in
some cases be considered to be a
form of castration. Even freezing
human eggs may have ramifications
later on in life. Therefore using these
processes are not a simple halachic
issue.

As we discussed in previous articles,
many poskim allow these procedures
for fertility preservation for terminally
ill patients on the basis of pikuach
nefesh. Having these procedures
done strengthens the patient's desire
to fight the illness and can

result in a stronger likelihood of
recovery. However, fertility extension
does not involve this extenuating
circumstance. The poskim are more
cautious in this case.

The source for permitting any elective
surgery is a Tosafot (Shabbat 50b)
which states that embarrassment is
considered as pain in halacha. There-
fore, one who is embarrassed to walk

outside due to some disfigurement is
permitted to remove it, even if this
contradicts certain prohibitions.

The definition of what is considered
sufficient and legitimate embarrass-
ment is a matter of debate and each
case must be examined individually.
However, it is quite a stretch to say
that a single woman without children
suffers the level of embarrassment
that would be seen as "pain" in the
eyes of halacha. There is no question
that she may suffer great frustration,
loneliness and pain. Unfortunately
these are not necessarily enough to
be considered serious enough for
fertility extension to be allowed
halachically.

Furthermore, the Poskim have addi-
tional societal concerns over this
procedure. This will be discussed next
week.

ThePuah Institute for Fertilityland Gynecology'inAccordance with Halacha'is based in Jerusalem and helps ¢ouples

 fromalllover'theworldiwho arelexperiencing fertility problems. Puahlaffersifreelcounselinglin five languages,halachic

supervision,.and eéducational programs.[Puahhas offices'in'Jerusalem, New York, Los' Angeles'and Paris. To contact the
Puah Institute please ¢all|(02) 651(5050/inTsrael oriin theUS 718 336/0603. hwebsite: www .puahonline.org

OUllsraeliCenterTTI875 + 17 <+0NitzavimiVayeilechl5769lissue

Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

The Person in the Parsha
for Parshat Nitzavim Vayeilech

An Attitude of Gratitude

"Thank you".

| think that those two words are the
most important two words in our
language. | often recommend to new
parents that these two words become
one of the first things that their baby
learns to speak.

The idea behind this deceptively
simple phrase is the concept of
gratitude. Every one of us, no matter
how difficult our position in life, has
much to be thankful for. And yet, few
of us feel thankful, and fewer still
express our gratitude to others.

The world would be a much better
place if we each could cultivate an
"attitude of gratitude".

There are two factors which make it
difficult for many of us to have this
attitude and to articulate it.

The first factor is the sense of
entitlement that so many of us have,
which seems to pervade our
contemporary society. We feel that
we are owed all that we have, that it
is somehow "coming to us".

We raise our children to believe that
all their needs will be provided for and
that they need not exert much effort
on their own to achieve the neces-
sities and even luxuries of life.

It is no wonder that our children feel
no sense of gratitude toward us. No
one can appreciate the benefits of life

if he or she feels entitled to them.

There is another factor which stands
in the way of the "attitude of
gratitude”. It is a consequence of the
stress our society places upon the
value of autonomy. The totally
autonomous person is convinced that
he is the source of all his achieve-
ments and, therefore, is beholden to
no one else. The delusion of extreme
autonomy becomes translated into
that powerful biblical phrase, "It is my
strength and the might of my hand
that brought about my success".

In this week's Torah portion of
Nitzavim-Vayelech, there recurs a
frightening litany of phrases: "G-d will
not forgive him." "G-d's anger and
passion will rage against him." "In
anger and fury and in great wrath".
(Do we need any punctuation within
these phrases?)

These phrases are nothing less than
the Almighty's reaction to ingratitude.
"I have taken you out to Egypt... |
have included you in My covenant... |
have set before you life and
prosperity... that you may thrive and
increase..." And yet, you do not thank
Me. You are not grateful. You fail to
appreciate the blessings | have
bestowed upon you.

In these nearly final passages of His
Torah, G-d reserves His harshest
scorn for our failure to "count our
blessings". What an important and
relevant lesson this is for us today!

How many of us feel, truly feel,
gratitude that we live and breathe,
that we are healthy, that we live in an
affluent and free society, that we have
friends and family about us? Quite the
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contrary. Are we not instead ridden
with complaints and petty disappoint-
ments?

Gratitude is the very stuff out of which
healthy human relationships are
made. Grateful children are happy
children, and are a delight to raise.

A husband and wife who feel grateful
to each other and who express these
feelings of thanks are a happily
married couple.

Our sense of wonder, so important for
a full expression of our humanity,
depends upon our gratitude for our
natural environment and its beauty.
The fact that we take the natural
world for granted is the main reason
that we abuse it so, ultimately to our
own detriment.

The great blessing of possessing
good friends is something to be grate-
ful for. And ironically, one earns good
friends through mutual expressions of
gratitude and thankfulness.

From a religious perspective, grati-
tude towards G-d is a confessional
statement. By expressing gratitude,
we acknowledge that we are limited
creatures, dependent upon the
Divine, whose support and susten-
ance we could not survive without.
We recognize that one can, in the last
analysis, achieve nothing with "one's
own powers and the might of one's
own hands". Thanking G-d in prayer
or in contemplation is an expression
of humility and an acceptance of
human limits.

No wonder then that in Hebrew, the
word for confession, hoda'ah, is the
same as the word for gratitude.

No wonder, too, that the very word
which identifies us, "Jew", derives
from the name given by our Matriarch
Leah to her son Yehuda, which she
gave him because Yehuda means
thanksgiving.

| remember nodding my head in
assent when | heard Isaac Bashevis
Singer deliver his Nobel lecture in
Stockholm, 1978. Surely one of the
greatest masters of the Yiddish
language, Singer keenly observed
that the Yiddish language is unique
not only in its humor, but also in the
theme of gratitude which pervades it:

"There is a quiet humor in Yiddish",
Singer told the world, "and a gratitude
for every day of life, every crumb of
success, each encounter of love..."

Well said. But the British poet
Thomas Gray perhaps said it even
better:

"Sweet is the breath of vernal shower,
The bees collected treasures sweet,

Sweet music's
sweeter yet.

melting fall, but

The still small voice of gratitude."
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HEI/SH'VA

Therelatelalver[I200

words id[Tanach[that

havea[HEIWith ISH'VA uhder il
mostlrélated[td the Word[HAYA. [ust
trollingNitzavimahd Mayeilech fdr
samples, e fihd [EH [YEH, MIHYEH,
andYIHYEH. Mhe[SH'VA[uhderHEI
is[ALWAYS[ISH'VAINACH, ahdlthe
HEl[closes[thesyllable[itls id ith[ah
aspirated HElsbund[lidenticalltd [a]
MAPIK [HEI [at[the [ehd[ofmMany wWords.
YIHHH ahd[thenYEH, [thelsécond[HEI
notlsbunded[atall[{@hettansliterated[H
used[id [this[chse[tdhklp[the rbader
pronouncelthelsyllable). YIHYE, lnbt Yl
and[H'YE.[The[SH'VA [ofthe [HEI [id
never[NA.[Qaution: lthe Wrong
pronunciationofithe HEI/SH'VAislthe
morelnhtural way[td[sdy [the Mords[id
question; therefore, itltdkes[plactice
and(chreltdplFonounceltheword

correctly.

TherelislohemoreHEI/SH'VA[A
Nitzavim[that[plesents[tdlokher
challengeltdlcbrrectlplonunciation lof
the[HEI/SH'VA. Lkelthelaverturninglof
S'dom D]T:BW::UB [thisWord[Hhd
otherslikeid[fhelcbmmon Way [t
pronouncel[ilisitdlignorelthe HEI's
sound.K'MAPEI[QHAT.[This Mould
belfiheliflthere washb[SH'VAuhder
theHEI. [Mhen idiskdtallysilent. But
with[aI[SH'VA, [the[HEI [cbntributes itk
sound [t [the MWord. K'MAHHH[PEI[]
CHAT.[Again, [the WronglpFonunciation
comes[norenhturally,ahdcheshould
takelchreltbdpiratetheHEI

Alllthisidlsimilar tdthe [H [d Ehglish
withWordsllikelhbnestlahd[hkrbs, etc.

PirkeilAvot[([[¥ ending

Since[Wel[akre[dfficially [ending[the[rkading/
learningCof[Pirkei CAvot[{actually, [k [Gk[d
good[thing[tb [karndllYear [dound) With
the[Bth[dnd[bth[dhaptersLdflthefourth
cyclelsince[Pesach, I&t's[thke [ahother Idok
at[thelthishna[Borrowedfrom[Masechet
Makot[ahd[used[tb[doncludeldach[Week's
learning.

WP 1¥7 IR XOWRY 12 X007 021
m277 72°97 2K Ny NIaTy KT 3
1 @an wyer) RIY LNI¥MI 7790 o

SPIRNY 770 27T TR TYnY 7o

Thelkey[vord[{okay,[bne[bf[ the[key
words) [ih[this[thishna[is[HIRBA,[Heaped
upon [uk, [akin [tb [the Word [HARBEI, [allt[T]
Glddid[dot[ustlgive[ds[the[Torah[dnd
Mitzvot, (Hle[“piled [it[dn" [us,[sb [tb[speak.
This, [from [His[(desire" [to [dive LisLthore
merit[(forkkeping[MorahlahdMitzvot).

WeLlLdan LihcludeDh [dhis[idea, [the Ldnany
areas[dflrhitzvot[that[Have [Both [algositive
command[@nd[A[prohibition[dhat[&ssenl]
tially [day [the [dame[thing: [(BAST [dn[Yom
Kippur;[do[dot[dat[dr[drink[dn[YK.[Do
not[do[dny[Melachaldn[Shabbat;[dbstain
from[Melacha...[Many CinitzvotLlike [this,
whereldither[the[ASEI[dr[the[[AV Would
suffice.[HIRBA.

This[ChlsoCincludes[theCproliferation Cbf
mitzvot[that[¢ould[be[dombinedCihto[3
single[itza. [ Do[hot[tob,[3teal,[CEheat,
move[albbundary[harker, [ektort, Iddnap...
Allfdrmsof[stealing; [dnelcbmmand[Would
havelsifficed.[HIRBA.

Also,[Teave[fhe [dorner[df[yourfield[f
grain, lybur[vineyard.[Don'tlcutlthecbrner
of CyourHiled, your Vineyard.[Beparate
mitzvot.[HIRBA.

Thelhany [nhitzvot[We [Have [ale [gifts[flom
GdtbHis[chosen[peopleMHot[Hurdens
toveigh LdsCdown.[They[dre[dhallenges
and[they[dre[the[keys[to[ burllifelong

| —

striving[tbwards[K'DUSHA, [Bbliness.
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Spiritual[ahd[EkhicalIdsues(id [the [Bamidbar[Stories
by Dr.[Meir[Tamari: Korach(&[€o. {6}

Just as the revolt against the prophecy
of Moshe and the Word of G-d therein,
of Korach, Datam and Aviram was
singular and absolute, so too, the
punishment that was meted out to
them was singular and far removed
from anything else that is described in
Tanach. The fate of the 250 firstborns
was similar to that of Nadav and Avihu,
and the plague that was visited on
Israel later was basically similar to the
punishments of the other rebellions of
the people. While the punishment for
the sin of the Eigel was postponed and
that of the Spies took 40 years to be
complete, the Midat HaDin for Korach
and congregation took effect immedi-
ately and dramatically. "The fire-pans
of the 250 firstborn was sanctified
since through them the truth was
established and sheker was exploded"
(Akeidat Yitschak). However, every-
thing that belonged to Korach and his
congregation, all their possessions,
even petty items like needles,
descended down into She'ol. In
contrast, the children of Korach who
did not die (Bamidbar 26:11) were
great and pious adults; the prophet
Shmuel, who is compared to Moshe
himself, was one of Korach's descen-
dants.

"If these men die like the common
death of all men and if a doom like all
men is appointed for them, then G-d
did not send me" (Bamidbar 17:29).
Moshe requested the special death as
a sign that G-d had sent him; Eliyahu
prayed that G-d should send down fire
so that the people would acknowledge
Him and do T'shuva (Melachim Alef

18:37); Micha ben Yamlah (Melachim
Alef 22:28) prophesied that if Achav,
whose punishment for the death of
Navot was to be death in battle,
returned in peace, that would prove
that his prophesy was not from G-d"

(Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:1). "Moshe
asked that a new creation be made so
that the deaths of Korach and his
congregation should not be like that of
ordinary people. People have children
and the merits of these children help
them in the World to Come. It is true
that the Torah tells us that the sons of
Korach did not die with him, however,
he was denied their merits".

"If G-d will create a new creation and
the earth open its mouth and swallow
them up with all that they have and
they go down to the grave alive, then
you will know that these men have
derided G-d (Bamidbar 7:30).

Resh Lakish taught that this verse is
the Torah source for the mitzva of
Bikur Cholim. "Ravah explained that
the way of the world is for people to
become ill before they die and then
their relatives and acquaintances visit
them, inquire after their health and
offer assistance [thus mitigating some
of their pain and suffering]" (Nedarim
39b). Morally and spiritually it is fitting
that this mitzva should be seen as
flowing from the punishment of
Korach's evil.

"Seven things were created before the
creation of the world: Torah, T'shuva,
Gan Eiden, Gehinom as the earth
opened up and swallowed them, the

OUllIsraeliCenterITTI875 % 21 «+[INitzavimVayeilechl5769lissue

Throne of Glory, Bet HaMikdash and
the name of Mashiach" (Nedarim 39b).
Our sages, in their commentaries both
on the Gemara and on the Chumash,
express G-d's desire for the world to
continue despite the acts of evildoers
and their resultant punishment.
Reward, Punishment, and T'shuva are
fundamental and essential to the
existence of the world and the
continued life of all its creatures; all
seven of the things created before the
creation of the world are related to
Divine reward and punishment.
Everything in the world is precious to
G-d but Israel is especially precious
and the Torah given to us shows us
how to live. The gates of T'shuva are
always open so that all can repent and
find atonement, while Gan Eiden and
Gehinom assure us of reward and
punishment. The Throne of Glory is of
the source of that reward, punishment
and t'shuva while in the Bet HaMikdash
mankind meets G-d. Mashiach brings
redemption.

"A new creation was essential in view
of Korach's denial of the truth of Torat
Moshe. Such a denial raised doubts
and disbeliefs not only in the mitzvot
and in the role and rights of the
Kohanim and Leviyim but equally in the
whole story of G-d's creation of
Heaven and Earth. This would mean
that there was no Creator, no divine
intervention in the affairs on mankind,
and no reward and punishment. Only a
new creation could establish the truth
of Moshe's words. The creation
whereby the earth opened up and
swallowed Korach and his congrega-
tion was radically and obviously
different from the earthquakes that
occur. In an earthquake, the earth
opens and stays that way, whereas

here it opened, swallowed the people
but then closed on them; everything
returned to normalcy - in truth a new
creation" (Abarbanel).

"If they had died ordinary deaths and
met with ordinary fatal accidents which
would be no less the fulfillment of G-d's
pronouncements, still such a death and
fate could not serve as a proof of
Moshe's mission. For that mission was
based on the intervention which was
accomplished in a manner beyond the
natural order of things. G-d stands in
free power over and beyond the laws
of nature that originate from Him; by
His Will they act, yet He is not bound
by them. The mission was to reveal
Him not only as He Who once created
the world but also as He Who has the
power at any moment to introduce a
completely new future and Who is
ready to use this power for the benefit
of human beings whom He has gifted
with a breath of His Own free-willed
freedom of will. With this mission of
Moshe, G-d wished to begin educating
and elevating mankind up to Him and
to the exercising of His free-willed
moral power" (S. R. Hirsch).

"All Israel fled from the sound of
weeping [of those descending into
She'ol]l. They screamed from the
depths, 'G-d is righteous, His verdict is
true, and the words of His servant
Moshe are true. We are evil because
we rebelled against Him™ (Targum
Yonatan, Bamidbar 26:11).

Afittle more TBDATR
ThelwordtHAKIHEILI{thelmitzvals3612[And{s
in[ParshatVayeilech)Gsthardlfol$ay.TheHEI[s
easilyl$wallowedbyl$ayingtHAKEIL.[Again,[bne
needs[practiceland(tarelfolsay(HAKHEIL.[First
syllableHAK;$econdlbneHEIL
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GOOD CROWDS
AND BAD CROWDS

Some people hate crowds. They much
prefer the solitude of a deserted island
where they can contemplate the
meaning of life, learn to understand
themselves and hear the chirping of
the birds.

Other people love crowds. They search
out a party, a conference, a rally - any
big event. They like the thrill of seeing
all those different faces, all the different
styles and hearing all the different
ideas. They enjoy the noise and the
bustle.

There are good things about a crowd.
One can be stimulated by the ideas of
others. One can be motivated to do
positive things that alone one might not
get to - KIN'AT SOFRIM TARBEH
CHOCHMA - because of others around
a person will strive harder.

But there are also bad things about a
crowd. A bad crowd can lead a person
to sin. The ALSHICH explains that the
sin of the Golden Calf came about
through the gathering of a crowd.
VAYAKHEL HA'AM AL AHARON -
THE PEOPLE GATHERED AROUND
AHARON (Shmot 32:1). The people
grew nervous that Moshe hadn't
returned and a mob mentality took
over.

The ALSHICH continues that since the
Sin of the Golden Calf came about
through the gathering of a crowd, it

needs to be rectified through the
gathering of another type of crowd.
Hence the mitzva we read about in our
portion - HAKHEL (31:12). Every seven
years on the holiday of Sukkot all the
nation gathers in Jerusalem to hear the
king read from the Torah. This is to
help them better observe the Torah.
“Gather together the nation - the men,
women, children and strangers.” Every-
one was encouraged to join this crowd.

We see from here the importance of
being part of a group, but joining the
right group.

Becoming or renewing membership in
the Israel Center and patrticipating in its
many activities is definitely being in a
good group. Joining those who take
classes such as how to improve your
memory at the Institute for the Study of
Aging www.melabev.org/posts/97 or
those who go on Melabev's Walkathon
this Dec. www.melabev.org/posts/103
or join Brainspa workshops for memory
improvement www.brainspa.co.il are
also good groups.

CHILI FOR A CROWD

6-8 Ibs, beef
cut in chunks Y4-%2 inch cubes

Y cup olive oll
2 large onions, diced

1 whole head garlic cloves,
peeled and minced

1 8-ounce can tomato sauce, w/chili
2 cups hot water

6 Thsp chili powder

4 Thsp ground cumin

1 Tbsp freshly cracked black pepper
1 Thsp salt
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1 Tbsp paprika

2 tsp Tabasco sauce

3 Thsp flour

3 Tbsp cider vinegar

4 Thsp ketchup

cayenne pepper, to taste

Heat olive oil. When hot, brown beef in
batches. Don't add too much at once,
otherwise it will steam rather than
brown. Add more olive oil as needed.
As meat is browned, transfer to a large
kettle or stockpot. After meat has been
cooked and removed, saute onion in
same pot until translucent; add garlic
and sauté until lightly toasted but not
browned. Transfer onion and garlic to
same pan as meat; mix thoroughly.

EWiDDLES

Prizes(for[best[Solution[sets[ (whenlawarded)lare
furnished by (Noam [Productions(and/orIBig [Deal

Lastlissue’s[(KITAVO)M Triddles:
[1] canary'sife

ThelGanarylIslands(are@Spanish(archipelago{large
group[oflislands) twhich, lih (urn, [forms dne[of (the
Spanish[] Autonomous[ Communities] and[] an
Outermost_Region[of[_the [ European[_Union.[ The
archipelago(is(located(just[offthe [northwest ¢oast
of[] mainland] Africa...[] Tenerife, [ with 1 865,070
inhabitants,(is (both(the [Canary(Islands' [@nd[Spain's
mostpopulous!island.(So, danary'slrife[is TENE, [ds
inC(fruit) Cbasket[ form[the [ Bikurim[parshalatl the
beginningLof [ Parshat[Kil Tavo.[ Words[ related [ to
TENE[occurfourltimesLin[all [of[Tanach [IHall lin CKi
Tavo.[Twice, [in[reference [fo [the [basket [for [Bikurim
and[twicelin[theblessing[and the opposite, [aslin

Blessedlis lyourfruit Basket[and lyour[store (house) I

meaninglgconomic(prosperity[{orlthe [Gpposite).

[2] I3 thatanything like the XVAN?

YVANLis[NAVY [backwards.[In(the haftara of [Ki(Tavo
(Yishayahu[60) (we find[the (words YAM[CHEIL [{they
don'tCbelongltol thel samelphrase; theylareljust
sequential (words). [CHEIL[YAMis [the [{Israeli) (navy,
soYAMICHEIL might (be like [YVAN.

[3] Yaakov, Moshe, @nd the M declarer

The[phrase[LOTACHALTI, (' have not[éaten, [ dccurs
four(times(in[the[ Torah[{three more times[in[the
rest(dfTanach).Yaakov(Avinulsaid(ittb[Lavaniwhen
helindignantly[ defended his[ faithful [service tolhis
conniving [father(inlaw({and[uncle). Moshe[Rabeinu
said (it [tvice (when[tellingthepeople oflIsrael [@bout
hisltime onHar(Sinai, when{andlwhere) for40(days
and[401(nights, heldid[not[eat(bread [{anything) rior
drinklwater. [The VM[TIVidui[Maasrot[declarer, says
that[he[did[not[ éat[Maaser[Shenilih[any[situation
thatwould (be forbidden to at .

[4] (This Weekland 4 weeksago [Tand that's
all

Thislweek's[sedral {meaning [Ki[ Tavo) [begins [ with
the word [LV'HAYA. [FourCweeks éarlier, C(EIKEV [also
beganwith V'HAYA.[And that'slif [Tthese are the[two
sedras that (beginWwiththe [word [V'HAYA.

[5] B/5@fD'varim;3/10k@fMorah; 3/ 13 af
Tanach

ERETZ[ZAVAT [CHALAV[UDVASH [occurs(15[timeslin
Tanach.[ Wel will Csubtract[ twol times[_immediately
becausethey[were [uttered [by[Datan and[Aviram.
Once, [theylused!ittb[describe[Egypt(and[theldther
was(sarcastic, [fo [further[deride Moshe [Rabeinu.[We
willidot[dountthemIin(the 1 3 [fimesthatthe Tanach
descibes(Eretz Yisrael withthis[beautiful [ghrase that
wasdefiled (by[D&A. [Of the[13[times,[10larelinthe
Torah.[Of[those 10,5 [@relin the (Book6f D'vrim.[Of
those [5[{ofthose [10[and af those 13),[three arelin
ParshatKiTavo, which makes Ki[Tavo the[largest
sourcelaflthatiphraselin(all of (Tanach.
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[6] kheedur Caesar

Thelanwser(is[SID [{whitewashar(lime), s in SIDney,
SIDdur, @nd SID[caesar.[SIDTs mentioned [@s[@moun
and(aslalverblseveral [timesl(total)[related [tolthe
stones[WwhichCare[to[belerectedlinEretz[Yisrael
shortly[afterlentry, fobelihscribed [By words[of(the
Torah.

[7] Pavoratiid Brooklynese

He's[TENE [again. (Brooklynese, [d[popular (dialect of
English, [oftendrops(the[R[fromlwords ending (with
an(erlar(Tor.[H.g.Teachal(rather(than(teacher).So
too, TENE fortenor, which Pavaratiiwas. By the way,
theRs[dolnot[getlostTBrooklynitesfend[foadd
them(toword(that[don't(énd[in[them, [such[is(idear
and(sodar.

[8] Whatfthe Gileadites smoked

This[refers(to(the[episodelin(the book of [ Shoftim
wherein[the [word [ Shibolet[‘was[ used [ to[identify
peoplelaf(Efrayim(incontrast o lthe [people (of (Gil'ad.
Here'sLan entry[from[the  Columbial Encyclopedia
(internet) [Shibboleth: [in[the [ Bible, [test[word[that
the [Gileadites(made [the [Ephraimites [pronounce. As
Ephraimitescould Chot[sayshbut[bnlys[&aslin
“Sibboleth,” [ this[Wwas[ fegarded[as[altest[of[an
Ephraimite; 42,000 Bphraimites (were thus(detected.
Thelword "how[ has[ al broader[ set[ of meanings,
based(anthis(Biblicallepisode]

1.0ADword ClorClpronunciationCthat distinguishes
peoplelaflanelgrouplor(class ftomthoseof @nother;
2.[ALwordLor[phraseLidentified [ with[a[ particular
grouplarlcause;alcatchword;

3.[ALcustom or[ practicel that[betrays onelasLan
outsider.

Forthis[TTriddle, theWord that[jumped[out[ofithe
sedral 1was! | SH'GAR,[]in[] thel[] phrase[ ] SH'GAR
ALAFECHA, [translated [as[ the[ I'produce [ of [your
cows"[arthe "calves(dflyour(Herds". [SH'GARIis what
the Gileadites/smoked.

[9] O'sffirst @last, 3's o @nd &'s fwo

The[TribesCofCIsrael Civere [to[divide [ themselves
between[Har[G'rizimand [(Har[Eival. The[fribesLon
Har(Eival[Were[the first[and [last[sons[of[ Yaakov's
firstCwife, [LeahTTTReuvenCand [ Zevulun,the third
wife's, [Bilha's two [sonsTIDan[and [Naftali,_and
Zilpa's({the fourth(wife) [sons[ Gad [and[Asher.[The
others[(11's(secondthroughfifth(Sons[and[2's two)
werelonHar(G'rizim.[For(this[TTriddle, We [dounted
Yaakov's wiveslih[the orderlin which(they [became
wives, [ Jand [without distinguishing[between[the
statusof[Rachel[and[LeahCon[the one handand
BilhalandZilpalon(the(cther.

It'sithelonlylbneloflabout240[bfthem
that(Tradition[$ays[Shouldldefinitelylbe

Morel[dTriddles

indivisibility jinxes jujitsu

equusiquaggaltraversing
perambulators’
instructions

Rose's[Hebellious
buffalo

Goingfinfand(goinglbut
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THEUJERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFIJEWISHILAW

Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Dean

Lesson#491 T ENA'IM

As | stated many times in these lessons,
these lessons are not meant as a halachic
guide, but rather to acquaint the readers
of TT to the issuesinvolved.

What follows is one of many options
dealing with tenaim.

In halacha, the marriage ceremony
consists of two distinct parts - (1) the
betrothal part which means that the bride
and groom are betrothed and not yet
married, that is that in the event she dies
he does not inherit her; in halacha, a
husband inherits his wife, and if he is a
kohen and she dies he may not attend her
funeral any more than he can attend
funerals of others, except, of course,
permitted relatives. If after the betrothal
part the marriage is not completed, she
may not marry anyone else without a
formal Get (divorce) or his death;

(2) the second part is the marriage.

Nowadays in most instances these two
parts are celebrated in one ceremony,
with the reading of the ketuba acting to
separate the two halves. The first part is
called erusin and the second part is caled
nisuin.

There is a ritual that many couples have
at their wedding, preceding the actual
ceremony. In some communities this
writing of the tenaim may precede the
wedding by days or months, as the parties
desire. In many weddings, the officiating
rabbi may discourage the writing of
tenaim altogether, since the purpose is to
get the parties to go through with the

wedding and they are al there to do
exactly that.

Also, by having tenaim it permits the
wedding party to have two additional
guests participate in the ceremony. Very
often there are many prominent persons
there and it adds to the list of those who
have honors at the wedding. And, most
often, the mothers of the bride and groom
break the plate together and this makes
them active participants in the ceremony.

Thewriting of thetena'im

The term tenaim generally applies to the
written agreement made before a
betrothal, which contains all settlements
and conditions agreed upon by the
parents or by their representatives.
Usually the bride and groom attach their
signatures to this agreement which is
attested to by two witnesses.

It is essential that the bride and groom
and their representatives make a kinyan,
the legal formality of symbolic delivery,
by letting the parties hold someone else’s
handkerchief, that they will fulfill
whatever is provided for in the tenaim.

It is the custom to break an earthen vessel
after the reading of the tenaim. An
earthen vessel is broken to signify that
just as a broken earthen vessel can never
be repaired, so is a broken engagement
usualy irreparable. | have seen some
authorities who write that the breaking of
the vessel is similar to the breaking of the
glass at the wedding itself.

The parties to the tenaim must therefore
be extremely careful not to break the
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engagement after the tenaim is written.

It has been reported in the name of the
Gaon of Vilna who writes (in Sefer
Sha'arel Rachamim) “It is preferable to
dissolve the bond of marriage by divorce
than to break an engagement.”

A form of Tenaim
FORTUNE

May it come up and sprout like a green
garden, whosoever finds a wife finds a
great good, and obtains favor of the Lord,
Who ratifies this union.

May He who predestinates, bestow a
good name and future to the provisions
embodied in this agreement which were
agreed upon by the two parties hereto,
that is, as party of the first part, Mr.
, who represents the

, and as party of

groom Mr.
the second part, Mr. ,
who represents the bride Miss

That the above named groom agrees to
take to himself as wife, the above named
bride, through chupa and betrothal, in
accordance with the law of Moses and
Israel; that they will not hide or conceal
from one another any property whatso-
ever, but they shall equally have power
over their property pursuant to the
established custom. The aforesaid groom
obligates himself to present the bride with
gifts according to custom. The above
named bride obligates herself to give as
her dowry the sum of in cash,
and clothes, pillows and linens as is the
custom.

The wedding will take place, if the
Almighty so wills it on the day of
, in the year

A fine to be paid by the party breaking
this agreement to the other in the fixed
sum of , and also in accordance
with the law of the land.

All of the foregoing was done with
perfect understanding and due delibera-
tion and by means of the most effective
method in accordance with the ordinance
of the Sages of blessed memory, and in
accordance with the law of the land, by
means of shaking hands, by solemn
promises, by true affirmation by handing
over an object from one to the other to
take effect immediately, and thisis not to
be regarded as a mere forfeiture without
consideration, or a mere formula of
document. We have followed the legd
formality of a kinyan by handing over an
object between the groom and the bride
and their representatives by using a
garment for this purpose, to validate all
that is stated above.

And everything is valid and confirmed.

For the purpose of making this agreement
binding and obligatory, the groom and
the bride themselves have attached their

signatures hereunto this day
of in the year at
Attested to (bride)
Attested to (groom)

In our presence the undersigned witnesses
did the abovenamed groom and bride
attach their signatures, to affirm al that is
stated above in our presence did they go
the legal formality of symbolic delivery
by handing over and object from one
party to the other, that this agreement
take effect immediately and we have
verified and affirmed it as is required by
law. In witness whereof we have hereunto
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set our hands this day of
in the year a

Attested to witness

Attested to witness

ParshaPiXx

2z Thelfhmilylih[thedpperéft[depresents
thebeginning [df[Nitzavim [that[describes
alllWholare[skanding[tbday [Hefore [G[d
Includedalelnhen,Momen,[ahd[children

= and[dllypesLodfLpeople, Lihcludinglthe
woodcutter[(IGeorge MVashington, [ak[ih
thelcherrylttee)

= and[theWater[drawers[(Jack[&[1l, [dr[id
itWaterfdtchers?)

&5 The[family[dIso[Stands for [those [Who
wereltb[phrticipate[id [HAK[HEL[Ifhen,
women, [ahd[children.

& HAKHELLk[Also[tepresented [byLthe
crownedTlorah[rkader[[the king,

& and[By[the[Torahlih[the[Qukka,lihthe
lower [rlght, [dince [Hak [Hel [dakes[Place
onlthe[SLikkotlafter[Sh'mita.

& Thel[feather[vriting[Tetters [k [for [the
mitzvaltdMrite[alSkferTorah.

& That[rhitzvali$[dlsoldepresentedHy[the
openlgemara, [sincelakquiring[Sfarim[tb
learnfdom[id[also [phrt(dflthe [nhitzva.

= The[Xed[dut[moon, [planets,lahd[stars[id
LOBASHAMAYIMHI.

& The[dacid[rainOsymbol CisCforCthe
descriptionof[Ithe Cpunishment[for
turninglalvay fdlom (G [d.

& The[Megilali$[fbr[the[Hiddenklue"[tb
Esther[id[theTorah [IHESTEIR[BANIM.

& Thelquestioned[rbadl[signs[id[the[choice

ofC¢hoosing[LifeLdr[Death,[GoodLbr
Evil.

& ThelplantCgrowing[A[Tzedaka[box[is
from[the[haftara,[FeferringlCto[1G[d,
YATZMI'ACH[TZEDAKA.

&5 The[dChatan[and[KallahClunder[Ckhe
Chupalidlalso fdom [the [hhftara.

&5 And[the[dhemical [8xpression[ik[dulfur
and[saltblrning...

& ThehusicalChote[Ds, CbfCtourse, Hor
HASHIRA, [the [Song, Which[i$ [d[Joetic
way[the[Torah[tefers[fo[2the[Torah.
Interesting[that[ the[vordCHASHIRA
occursLonlyd0times[ih[Tanach,[8Laf
which[ake[ih [the[Torah, [BldflWhich[akre
in[Parshat[Vayeilech.[Aside[(from[the
Torah[réferredtdab[HASHIRA, Wefihd
that[id (B'shalach[ahd[@hukat,[HASHIRA
refers[tb [the[Songldflthe[Sealdndlthe
Song[df[dhe (Well,[despectively[lTBoth
water,[vhich[s[Yery[bften[A[Tcode
word"Hor[Torah.[INote[doo[fhat[the
word[3HIRA [does[hot[dppearlih[the
Tanach, [ahly[Withthe[HEIRE[HASHIRA,
THEBong, Cimaking[the[kase[for[lts
meaning[the[Morahlelenlstronger.

& The[Shofar[i$[Hot[fbr[the[Shofar[Hlown
during[Blul[drfbr[the[Shofar@bout[tb
be[blown[bn[Rosh[HaShana.[dt[vas
intendedto Lpoint[lto Clthe LIRASHEI
TEIVOT Linitial (Tetters) Cdf[dhe [phrase
SHORESH[FOREH[ROSHM'LAANA, 4
reference[fo[Bad[people[Among[lis[T]
something[like [dhe [dotten[dpples[ih A
barrel[l[Th[the Mwarnings[df[(Mitzavim".
The[Shofar[i$ [aldall fbr[SHIPUR [(kame
root),inprovement,[df[durselves,Ldur
community,[ahd [@ll [df[KlalYisrael [Tihd
standsUlinClopposition[lto Cits[IRashei
Teivot[Chamesake".
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PaI'Sha [EOiIItS |Ib [EOI‘IdeI' Questions[alelah[phge I

SUGGESTEDANSWERS

1) [The[Ma'at[Zekainim[Mibaalei[(HaTosfot[@nswers[that[the[TorahWants[tb[dmphasize
that[thelehtirenhtion[Was[standing[there[ak[dne [uhit[sb [that [nb[dne [chn [tty [tb[claim [that
heWas[nbt[therelahd[did[nbtlatceptlthecbvenant.

2) [Mhe[MliMakar[tkaches[thatlthis[alludes[tb [the[fctlthe [dthers MVHO[ARENIOT HERE
refersltb[sbuls[wWho[hhdnbtlyktlehtered[the Wordbutlekisted [at[the [time. They Merenbt
HEREMWITH[DSButlthey Were [Here, [id [elistence. [This[also [ekplains (How [alcbvenant[chn
be[Binding[dn [fliture [generations. Hthe [people [do [not [ykt[elist, (How [chn [they [He [Hound
tolalcbvenant[mhade [ykars ehrlier? Mhe[fctlthat[all [dur [sbulsWere[id [ekistence [ahd alvare
oflthelcbvenantbking[mhade [sblves[that[ploblem.

3)Mhe[@hrHachayim[explains[thatthereale[three[domponents[tb skrving[G [D. [Dnelid
Torah[3tudy, [$econdsChvoiding[transgressions,[hnd [ the[third LisHulfillingCpositive
commandments.[Thefirstlrbpen Ithnceldescribedin[pasuk Dlrkfers[tb [alrkturntbMorah
study.[Thelrbmoving[dflthelspiritual[dbstacles[id [phsuk[Alrkfers [tb [aloiding sin.[Thelthird
steplih[dasuk[8,[Wherelthe[TorahlstatesLAND YOUMVILLIREPENTL(V'ATALTASHUYV)
refers[tbalréturnltd [doinglthe[pbsitive[cbmmandments.
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CH lZ U I< R/N/HDD U D (for Olim & not-yet-Olim respectively)

‘@oncerning [EheuturetedemptionCof[(thedewish[peopledrom[theirCéxile,
2Moshelbrophesies{D'varim[B0:3): *'Then[the[HaShem CyourCGod Cwill
return{V'SHAV)Jyourltaptivity, CAandChaveCtompassion[Liponou, Cand Cwill
return[QV'SHAV)@ndgatheryoulfrom@llfheMationsl@mongWhomyourEod
has[Scatteredyou. "[Even@hostperfunctorydeadingoffhe@ext[datcheslihe
obviousCisuselof(theHebrewterm[V'SHAV.[Quoting[the[Talmud[{Megila
29a),[Rashilpointsidutfhatfhe@ppropriateform @ffheWord iEEheldausative
V'HEISHIVOMand[Mel$hallBringdack”.dnsteadVoshellsesfhelSimpleform
V'SHAVMandMel3halldeturn”,[.e.[God Himself(Shalldeturn.[Thelproblemd
atichordW'SHAV[I$[fbund@otldnce, ButfwicelihfheMerse.

RashiléxplainsCéachCof(thelwoldccurrences. [AsHortheirstCV'SHAV, [Rashi
cites[theCBnswerCbuggestedby[the[dGemara:[T'RabbiCIShimonCbarYochai
teaches: [Comeland[$eehowbeloved@rethelthildren[bfdIsraelbeforethe
Almighty.OForCeveryOdestinationCOwheretoClthey CwereCexiled, COthe[Divine
PresencelWas[@lsole&xiled.[$ooo, [dnlyvhen@hey[3hall(betedeemed, $hall
GLdHimselfBeldedeemed."[Mhe[Malmud@ndRashilinderstandfheord[ETEs
alpreposition, Owith”.Moshels[@otdayingfhat[God Will (BeturnGlourldaptivity,
butldatherfhatGodHimselflwillldeturnfogetherithMourldaptivity.

Rashi’s[kreative[dgeniusCburstsforthCinChisCinterpretation CofCkheksecond
V'SHAV:OMoreover,Soldreat[@n[évent[@lbeit[SofraughtiWith[hardshipkhe
ingatheringldffheldispersed, hat[God HimselfHakeshold[df[éachdeturnee’s
handfb@ccompany@BimFromRisiplace.”

What[@d[Mnagnificent[description[ofCéachinodernldleh’sHourneydosrael.[As
he[Hescends[thel&taircase[fromXhelplane, ChotCbnlyOsChelfedeeminglChis
children, OgrandOlchildrenCOandCOgenerationsCObeyond, Cbut[OheCisCreturning
togetherWith[God[AImightyHimself.

Rabbilbender(Bhizgal,Jerusalem

TORAHTHOUGHTS as|contributed by Aloh' Naalehmembers|for\publication|in'the Orthodox Union's"Torah Insights', a weekly
Torah publication on'Parshat HaShavu’a
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