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This[Shabbatlisfhe(firstlday[{of[(355), First(Shabbat[{lof(51)[0f[5770
prmoan HEOIND T N 7R3 TR 02 Wi

SHABBAT[the[SILENTISHOFAR

Alumberlofiyearsf@go, dhereWas[afellow3tanding [hdheBackofHhel8Shul
on[RoshHaShanaldnorning.Theldabbaildffered (him[aSeatland[@nachzor,
andBeldeclinedBoth.[@therembersdfheldongregationldid[fheldamel@nd
hadl@quallmonSuccess.Thenlit[dawnedliponSomeonefio[@skWhatfheldhan
wasldoingfhereldndhedepliedThatheWasGustWaitingHor[$hofarBlowing.
ThelonlyproblemivasdhatOkvas[Shabbat, ndveldomotblowFhofarlon

Shabbat.OWhen[thisCfellowCOwasCtold
I » Gandle Lighting thatOifact, OheOrefused CtoObelieveDit.
¢ |l and HAVDALA times What's[Rosh[BaShanaithoutShofar?!
for Rosh HaShana

oresel SrinTer oo That'sChot[@Madlquestion. df@[person
has[Calkhoiceof[being[inConelplace
Seelp.4(b[fortextsandimportantnotes whereReill Be@bleodaven@nRosh
(IITTIITIIITTIE
‘ RIMIMotzaSh(ISUN HaShana, ButMotMearfhe$hofar, End
WO EUEID SR ER L e ) anotherDO placeOwhereOheOwilld hear
Zde;%tt . gii :g :; ShofarCbutChot[belableXo[Haven,Che
HSIELSIOn : : . should[¢hooselEheldpportunity Holhear
NEELELE] 6:22 :18 117 / .
BeitShemesh 6:21 17 ‘16 the$hofar.[ThatlsheTorah's[itzva
Rehovot 6:22 7:18 ) oflithelday.[ISolwhyldidDourlISages
Netanya ) i i) decreelihatlwelshouldotBlow[Shofar
Be'erSheva 6:20 7:18 when[RoshHaShanalfhllsldnShabbat?
Modi'in 6:21 7:17 The[MuestionCisCevenCktrongerCwhen
Petach[Tikva 6:05 :118 youlknowOwvhy[the[5agesCmadelthis
Maale[Adumim 6:05 7:16 decreel@gainst[takingCalBhofar{Lulav
Ginot[Shomron 6:21 7:17 and[Megila,bo)@nShabbat.
Gush[Shiloh 6:20 :16

K4[&[Hevron 6:21 :17
Giv'atZe'ev 6:21 H
YadBinyamin 6:22 :18
Ashkelon 6:23 H §)
Tzfat 6:10 :16

cont p.3

Somedf[the[RH[materiallih
this(issue@f I T[is[ihTheMbody"

and[Somelis(ih[the[form[of
Pulll@DutPages[(POPs)[<eelp.3
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Correct for Jerusalem
Ranges are 10 days, WED-FRI
27 Elul - 7 Tishrei (Sept 16-25)

Earliest Talit & T'ilin 5:33-5:39am
Sunrise 6:24-6:30am

Sof Zman K' Sh'ma 9:28-9:29am
(Magen Avraham: 8:43-8:45am)

Sof Zman Tfila 10:30-10:30am
(Magen Avraham: 10:00-10:00am)

Chatzot 12:34-12:30%pm
(halachic noon)

Mincha Gedola 1:05-1:01pm
(earliest Mincha)

Plag Mincha 5:26%:-5:16%pm
Sunset 6:48-6:36pm
(based on sea level: 6:43-6:31pm)

Word of the Month

As mentioned in last week's
TT, the molad of Tishrei 5770 S
is on Shabbat 10h 47m 7p. .
Rosh HaShana is fixed on the
day of the molad of Tishrei,

unless it (the cont. p.3/

Orthodox Union

OU Kashrut * NCSY ¢ Jewish Action

NJCD / Yachad / Our Way * IPA

Synagogue Support Services

OURadio.org * Young Leadership

Project Areivim ¢ OU West Coast

Stephen Savitsky, President, Orthodox Union

Harvey Blitz, Chairman of the Board, Orthodox Union

Rabbi Steven Weil, Executive Vice President

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, Exec. V.P. Emeritus
Headquarters: 11 Broadway, New York, NY 10004

212-563-4000 « website: www.ou.org

Produced, printed*, collated, and folded in-house

= L Phil Chernofsky » (02) 560-9124
Tora tt@ouisrael.org « www.ou.orgftorah/tt

Ti‘dbi v Advertising: Ita Rochel
5

A

< ttads@ouisrael.org « (02) 560-9125
TT Distribution « 0505-772-111 « ttdist@ouisrael.org

OU Israel and Torah Tidbits do not endorse the political or halachic
positions of its editor, columnists, or advertisers, nor guarantee the
quality of advertised services or products. Nor do we endorse the
kashrut of hotels, restaurants, caterers or food products that are
advertised in TT (except, of course, those under OU-Israel hashgacha).
We recommend that readers check with the advertisers themselves to
clarify kashrut and shmita details of their services and products.

OU ISRAEL

Seymour J. Abrams  Orthodox Union * Jerusalem World Center
OU Israel Center programs ° Makom BalLev * Lev Yehudi
Pearl & Harold M. Jacobs ZULA Center * NESTO * The Jack

Gindi Oraita Program * Mashiv HaRuach * OU Israel Kashrut

Yitzchak Fund, President, OU Israel
Rabbi Emanuel Quint, Senior Vice President
Prof. Meni Koslowsky, Vice President

Stuart Hershkowitz, Vaad member

Moshe Kempinski, Vaad member

Sandy Kestenbaum, Vaad member

Zvi Sand, Vaad member

Harvey Wolinetz, Vaad member

Rabbi Avi Berman, Director-General, OU Israel
David Katz, CFO, OU lIsrael
Menachem Persoff, Director of Programs, Israel Center
Phil Chernofsky, Educational Director and TT editor
22 Keren HaYesod « POB 37015 « Jerusalem 91370
phone: (02) 560-9100 « fax: (02) 561-7432
email: office@ouisrael.org * website: www.ouisrael.org

Torah Tidbits and many of the projects of OU Israel are
assisted by grants from The Jewish Agency for Israel

Founders and initial benefactors of the Israel Center:
George z'"l and lIse Falk




Lead Tidbit cont.from front'page

Alpersonliight@hinkdhatfouldanBlowZFhofarlonFhabbat[RH,Hhenyou
canlalsoldarry[a[Shofar(hdhelpublicCdomainQwithout[@nEiruv).[This[k[hot
permitted, [@ndhe@ttemptHoperform@mitzvalwould [bel@tHhel@xpenselof
Shabbat's[honor.[Therefore, he[$agesbanned@he®lowing[bf(ShofarCivhen
RHhlIs[dnShabbat.

TheyOdid[hot[Banfdavening[don[$habbat[lest[someonelinistakenly[darriesChis
siddurtol3$hul.[Theyldidhot[ban[hotfood[dbn[Fhabbatlest(3omeonelérrlin
warmingHisbodih@fbrbiddenthanner.

How[dome[iheyfoldstotMolperformdhelnitzvaldndheXeryldayfhathe
Torahldommandsdsibldolit?

Thelbllowings[MotMecessarily WhyfheyldecreedMoShofarldon$habbatRH.
But[tOk@nOhsight[dained fromIhefactfhat@bout28.5% [dfThe[irstsdfthe
sevenththonthWeldoMotBlow[the[Shofar,[@sl[dommandedByfhelTorah.

Welare[hot[dealingWith[ACtonflictCof[Interests[betweenBhabbatCand[Yom
Tov, WithIhabbat[winning"Mhedight. (WeldredeingMeminded@hatZhabbat
proclaimsCand&ensitizes[us[toCmanyCbf(the[3ameltoncepts[that[Torahs
meantoldo.[@urbotBlowingfheShofarldn[3habbatldoesAotfheanfhathde
will[BotlProclaim[GLddsdurKing. MhatWeilll[dotldlememberMatanTorah.

Rather,ShabbatlisfhelsilentShofarfhatldloquentlyProclaimsGLd@sTreator
andMasterdffhelworld.[@Mn[3$habbatBRH, WelponderfheSamelthings, With[@
differentldtimulus.

Wﬂﬂn [Ilﬂlle [Mﬂ"“'l cont.[fromI[p.2

Alweekly TT feature to"help(clarify practicalland conceptual
aspects_|of | the | Jewish' Calendar, | thereby enhancingour
appreciationof G d's giftito uslof HaChodesh HaZeh Lachem...

molad)CoccursConCA@Bunday,[(Wednes[]
day, CorFridaydn CWhich[tase, (RHOs
fixedCon[theJollowing[Cday.[Or, Ofthe
moladlk[@fterdoon, EhenRHOkSetHor
thelllowing[day.dtHappensfhatRHOs
pushedbff(for[twolHays,becauselbf
both[Cbf[(theCAbovementionedFeasons.
There@reldlso@woldther, IkessHrequent
moladSituationshat@esultOhpushing
RHOo[hebllowing[day.[Thisyears[RH
needed@olpushliholad: ShabbatAM.
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DearTreader,

Which[day[dflthe [Week[alHoliday [falls
onldetermines[When[We[Have[Double
or[TrippplelissuesLbfL Torah[Tidbits.
This[year[ {5770, thatlik), Lith[Rosh
HaShanabkinglah Shabbat[(andSlinday),
welWere[able[tb[avoid[allhultiple[idsue
and[this[dnelybulalelrkadingidfdr Rosh
HaShana, [dmostlekclusively.

Therefore, [therelarelchanges[ffom[the
familiar [yout. Id [phstlykars, Mefvored
POPs[(Pull[Out[Pages) [fbr[almost[all [df
the[Rosh[HaShanaliaterial".[This [year
weldecided[tb[putlvhuch[df[that[ih [the
"body" [ofltheTT.

Tashlich [d[still AIPOPfdryburlcbnveni]
ence, [and [youWill Iso[find [the [ylear's
colorful[@andle[Lighting,[Havdalaltimes,
etc.[ak[A[BOP[that[We[Hope Will find [l
favoredI[placeldnlybur[réfrigeratoridbor
orbwherever.

Since[these[Words[dre[being[ivritten
with [this[i$suelskill ih[Progress, [chther
thanatlthelehdloflits [pleparation, [things
are[Jsubjectl]to[Ichange.[1Don't[1be
surprised[iflyjoufind[thore[ROPs[than
wehhveliddicated.

This[i8sue[df[TT [dan [He viewed[aks[the
last[dne[df[8769[dr[ak[the[first[dne[df
5770.Either[Way [idid[special, alttemen ]
dous@mount[dflWork[WentL{s[doing)
intolits[groduction,dnd [We[Hopelyou
liketherésults.

Speciallthanks[tb [those Mho[rksponded
tololirShanaMovalGreetingscAmpaign L]
those[dubmissions[that[Wereltbollbng
tolfitldn[the "group" [Jage, [drelfinding
their[Cvays[into[individual Cboxes[bn
various(téxt[phges.

Sincerelthanks[tboltbthose loflybulwho
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responded[positively (o [dur[Member[]
ship[tampaign, Cespecially[ those[Wwho
statedLthat[their[jbining[Was[ih[dome
way[dn[dct[dfldppreciation[fbr[Torah
Tidbits.

The[tolumnists,[AdvertisingLCinanager,
andlelditor[alllcbllaborate [dn[producing
aldingle[driginal [thaster Ldopy Ldf[dach
week's[Morah Midbits. [Durlprinters[ahd
collators[M[TErnie[dnd[Yaaqov[Ihvork
many [Hours[th [thirn[that[dingle[det[df
originalslidto thethousandsloflcbpies.

Ourlchdreloflvblunteerfdlders[fihish [off
the[production[dide Lof[TT LWwith[their
welll[drganized[@nd[greatly [dppreciated
labors.

Thelpenultimate[step ([Ithat[df[Bringing
TT o youMis[handled [by[dnother
dedicated [ group[bf[Volunteer[trans[]
porterslahddistributors.

TTs[a[Team [Effort[ektraordinaire.We
appreciate[dnd[dhank[dach[dnd[dvery
onelbflyouldnd[vish[YoulAndYour
families [[lhd [all [of Kllal Yisrael [HIGood
and[ Sweet[ear,[FfilledwithChealth,
happiness,[] prosperity,[] peacel] and
security. a1 Ay 13475



NotesforRosh[HaShana€andilelighting

Whenabwoman!lights'Shabbat/{orYomTov) candles, Ssomething"magical"Toccurs. "' Six days you'shall
work..."is(¢omingtoan énd; the lastweekday act is(lighting the candles. Then, with d(¢areful glance
around(the ioom,(thewomanlis(teady. She toversTherleyeslonthel CHOL part of existence, says'a
bracha...and(when shelopens| her'eyes, shelis'inla different'world Tlalworld oft KODESH. Itlisn't
Shabbat/closelyourléyes/apenithem/ POOF!It's Shabbat. Thatlisinagic.

And on Leil RoshHaShana, éven inore(so. The'woman|(closesheréyeslnot onlylon(the hectic, always
onlthe\go, weekdaysThuton thelwhole[past year. She coverslherléyes, says(the bracha (orlbracho), the
Y'HI RATZON and/or perhaps alpersonal prayer, then|She opens her eyes'to Shabbat and Yom(Tov
andthelvery first momentsof thelnew year. Al moment|agolit was(5769. [ AndIPOOF! lnow!it's 5770, and
alfull lyear of potential is before her.And how!did she start her new year? With a mitzva. And many,
manylmore'fo'come.

Beforellighting[Shabbat[&Yom [Movchndles, Melshouldlight 224 (bt [chndlelsd e
willlbhve alflhme[réady for[the [sécondnight's[ighting.

Becauselthe fifst(dhy [of [Rlosh HaShanalidalso Shabbat, [cégular [Eriday [pFocedure fdr
lightinglchndleslidfdllowed. [(le. light[fitst, [cbver[e}es, [Make [blacha.) Mhe blacha, lof
course,[mentionsbbthShabbatahd Ylom Mov.

After[dhrk[(¢heck fdom [phge fdr[times) Edllowing[the[fitst[dhy, [oheshouldsdy 72
v1ipy ¥1ip ya vr1annbkforellightinglcindleslar [dbinglahythingfdr [the kécond[dhy.

Onelshouldnbtimeltlthe chndles[idto[placeloh Mom Mov.

OnMom [Mov, lohe[nay [nbtstrikelalmatch;ohly hhndling[fiteahd [ighting fdom ah
existingflame islpkrmitted.

When [lizhting[atnight, lohelshould(sdy [the blachotfirstlahd then [ight the [chndles [T
differentfdom [the [SOPI[(dtandardloperatinglprocedure) fdr[Shabbatlcindles.

Thelmatchlar hklper(chndlelthatidluked[td lightthe Mom [Mov(chndlesimay [nbt bk
extinguished;[placeidldbwn [chrefully loh [aIsfe slirface ahd (8t itlgb [t by itself.

Commonclistom [isltd [hhve alnkwfduitlak [ghrmentid [Mind [oh [the [sécond [night,
"for(the ywnnw",[ustlid chse.[The[GR"AlhkId[that(thisislhbtnkcessary.
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C€andielighting forRosh(HaShana(5770
Seelnbtesah [the[fcing[phge [sIsée[Front[Phgefdr[chndlellighting[times

For [the Fit st dhy [GF[RH: [Etiday, Skptember [Bth
073V 77 195K /7 PR 7172
,1PNIXNI Y TR WK
230 03 bzzn Naw Y 93 7"777‘7 717%)

Forlthelsécondldhy [of RH:[Motza'ei[Shabbat, Séptember[IPth
073V 77 195K /7 IR 7112
TPDILNI VYR WK
29V 03 DY 13 277 1197

Forbbthnights[of[RH [Eée nbtes [oh fcing [phge
073V 77 157K 7 IR 7172
T 172 NPONTY IR T

NXY) DR I0RY ,°nIaR CHYRY YR 1 20 1ivq
297 72 DR (X DRI 2R NRT °DI2 NRY 12 DX OWOR
797572 3172707 ,0°93IX) D°2V N bmw’ ’7:’71 5 3l
Ni3T3 9137307 ,0°RT T YI? NTRRY AITRENT 19137 1Y
7737 321 APPI ANPIV 12WDT AN D°7wDT LNiviT
TWIR L,0°TYR OX7? /7T °279X 0019239 D0 0°12 °123 0713
TN OYIYR DR DOTRMY LOOP3T M3 LWTP YT LPRN
R YW RIX .X7I27 D72 NIRDR 5223 ,0°250 DUwymny
,I1NINR 7?3’21: 57 7271 7O nIoTa LNXTT Y2 Cnaap
TR TTYWI PIB W1, TV 0717 7227 KW 173 W
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Rosh(HaShana
Torah(Readings
& [Hafcarot

Firs¢ Day

First(Morah, 34 [plsukim
B'reishit[2ll : | 34

ThissheIotalforfheldeadinghthe
firstOrorah; OtCOsChotCbhbrokenCdown
AliyaBy[AliyaOstyle.OOSevenpeople
arel[dalleddo@he[Torah®ecauselit[k
Shabbat.[AWhen[lyom[Tov[is[Con[h
regulariveekday,@herel@reldnlyive
Aliyotdb[herstorah.)

AccordingltolTradition,[Baradmeinu
wasll "remembered"l onl Roshl Hall
Shana.OShellbecamelpregnant,dand
subsequentlyll gavell birthd to
Yitzchak,despitelherlhdvancedlhge
ofl190.0 Onl thel firstd dayl ofl Rosh
HaShanall well readll perekl 210 of
B'reishit,0 fromlO Parshatll Vayeira,
aboutlthelbirthlandOearlyllyearsdof
Yitzchak,lhndhboutlthelBaralHagar[
Yishmaellbpisode.

ThislfirstOsectionlotlthelreadinglis
containednlhkingleParshalb’tuma,
isimadelupbflR 1 bflthe340o’sukim,
andlisOdividedlamong[thelfirstlfive
oflthelbevenAliyot.

ThellastOpartOofOthisOreadinglisOa
singlelParshallP’tuchaloflll 30p’sukim
andl isO aboutl thel treatyl made
betweenlAvrahamlandOAvimelech.

ThisOpartOoflthelreadinglisOdivided
betweenlthellastOtwolAliyotloflithe
firstlTorah.0ICommentaries[pointbut
thatl itd wasl inl thel meritQ ofl the
prayersbflAvrahambnbehalflbflthe
peoplelofll Avimelech'sO household,
thatl his0 (Avraham's)d andl Sara's
prayersl forll themselvesl werel also
answered.OThislfitsOwithOonelotTthe
powerfullthemeslanddmessageslof
RH,hamelylthelpowerbflprayer,in
general,landloflcommunallprayer,
inl particular. Almostl always,l we
praylnlplural.

2ndTorah,[&lplsukim
Bamidbar[2P: |

Thenl thel Matftirll isO calledd tol the
secondl Torahl andl thel firstd 6
p'sukimbofBamidbar290(in0Parshat
Pinchas)Jarelread.0Thelreadinglis
aboutltheOMusafllofllR oshHaShana
(mentioninglthattheMusaflbflRosh
ChodeshlisthlsolbroughtlonIR HOTh
raredmentionlonlR oshOHaShanalof
thelfactlthatOtOslhlsoR oshChodesh
Tishrei)JandOthedmitzvalofllhearing
theShofarlblowing.

Haftara, 3B[plsukim
Shmuel [AlefI} I 210

TheHaftaraloflthelfirstiaybflR osh
HaShanallechoeslandlreinforceslthe
themeloflltheOPowerloflPrayer,das
welllaslgivinglusOanotherexample
ofll thell "barrenll matriarch"0 who
conceivedlafterdpraying,0It0isOthe
storyloflChana,ImotherJofIShmuel
HaNavi.

OUllsrael@enterTT[876 & 7 & RoshHaShanal5770(issue

ThelsilentOnatureloflthed Amidalis
attributed tol ChanallandO thed way
shelprayedhtiheMishkan.

ThelmainlconnectionltolthelTorah
readinglhndlthelsuidinglforce, koo
speak,lasltolthelchoicelofllhaftara
forlthelfirstldayloflR oshOHaShana,
islthelstoryloflalwomanlwholwas
barrenlorlblongltimelhndthenbwvas
blessedldwithOalchild.0 SarainOthe
Torahlreadingll and Chanallin0 the
haftara,lareljoineddbyORachellfrom
thelhaftarabflthelbeconday.

In[@differentliay, Weldan[@ddYosef
HaTzadik,Owho[Owasalso[1“*remem[]
bered”By[GLd. TraditionHellsis[fhat
heOwasOremovedOfromOprisonCIto
appeard befored Par’od] ond Rosh
HaShana.[SinceYosef's[demovalfrom
prisonCandhis[SuccessfulC&xperience
beforePar'ocanbelseenaslthe
beginning(theOveryOearlyObegin
ning)of(RheEgyptian3ojournofihe
family[CoflYaakovdIlwho[becamelthe
PeopleOofIsrael...OandOeverything
thatfollowed MMt [douldBel3uggested
thatOthedYosef(RHOconnectionClcan
explaindheB3tatementOh[Kiddush[dn
Rosh[OHaShanaOeveOthatOitOisOa
commemorationldffftheExodus.

Second Day

First[Torah, 24 [plsukim
B’reishit[2R2: | 24

In0 thel firstD Seferl Torah,0 we
continuelreadingll fromOwherelwe
leftlofflonlthelfirstOdaylofIR H.OFive

peoplelarelcalleddtodthelTorahlin
thelfirstOSeter.0(ThelsecondUdaylof

RH[kannotalllbnBhabbat,kolthere
istholotherlkideloflthislcoin.)dPerek
22[slthelportionbflthelAkeida.dtOs
arguablyl thell mostl dramaticl and
emotionlevokingll portionll ofll the
wholelTorah.OTraditionkellsluslkhat
thell Akeidal tookl placell onl Rosh
HaShana.l ZICHRONOTI (rememl
brances)lislonelotlthelthreedmajor
themeslofllIR oshllHashana,dandOthe
Akeidall isll thell mainl elementl of
ZICHRONOT.ONotlonlylisOitOthe
topiclbflthelTorahlreading,Dutlitllis
thelbasisloflithelchoicelotlShofardM
namely,IthelRam’sIHornMThnd[t[s
anlftlrepeatedthemeln[Havening.

Wel standll beforell GIdO onll Yom
HaDinlhndOwvelproclaimhatbwelhre
notlonlylkthelbiologicalldescendants
ofl Avrahamll andl Yitzchakl (and
Yaakov),Dbutltheirlspirituallheirslas
well.lWelarelhot[justellinglktories;
wel arell inspiredl toll emulatel our
forefathersll andl developl al total
commitmentfolGIdhnddr orah.

Perhapslitlisimuchlmorelthanlthat.
TheloldOquestiondaboutOthelzebra
(ofShellSilverstein’sOpoem),0asdto
whetherlitlisOalOblackOanimalOwith
whitelbtripesbrihlwhitelhnimallwith
blackUstripes,HisOverylapplicablelto
thatlaveragelJew.OEachloflluslldoes
mitzvotOwhichlearnluslcredit,Osollto
speak,lhndkinsthatlhrelheldhgainst
us.IWhateverlthellatio,theljuestion
isbwhatkindbfewslhrebve. IAmOh
goodlJewlwithOepisodesUotOsinlor
amfl 10 all wickedl Jewld wholl does
mitzvotfromimelkoltime.0Andhis
isOnotOmerelylalmatterloflnumbers
orlratio.OItdisOpossibledthatOwelare
evaluatedaslgoodOJewsOwho(slip,
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evenlifithelslippinglisOsignificant...
becauselwelhreltheldescendantslof
thelAvotlhnddmahot.OThisOsartof
whylwel focusl onl thell Akeidall so
oftenbn[Rosh[HaShana.

2nd @ orah, [&lplsukim
Bamidbar[20: |

Samelhshhelirstiay.[Beelthere.

Haftara,[IP[plsukim
Yirmiyahu[311:2[200

Again,0wellfindDonelofllthedmatril
archsliwhollwaslwithoutOchildOforla
longll time.0 This time,0 Rachel
Imeinul representsl thell peoplel of
Israel,0morelspecifically,Othe0kingl
doml0 ofll Israel, 0 underl thel flagl of
Efrayim,0wholarelinObadlshapelin
theirltountries[bflExile.0Thelklosing
wordslofltheOHaftaralcontain0GOd's
promiselbflinercy.

ThelreturnloflthelpeopleldtolEretz
Yisraell@Maslin,OV'SHAVUIVANIM
LIGVULAM,[ isl onell meaningl of
T'SHUVA,0 and0 isO seend asl going
handlinthandOwiththe['other"form
oflfeturnIbflthelpeopleltolGId.

ThellreadingsoflIR oshHaShanalhre
notl justd Biblel storiesd andld we
shouldn’tltakelthemOasOsuch.0We
readll aboutll anll amazingll love
relationshiplbetweenldGIdOandOHis
people,lus.Emotionlislthelkey.0We
needoll'openllup”lonRoshHaShal
na,lsol thatOwell canlseelthel vital
naturell ofll T’shuvall andl ofll our
membershiplinOKlallYisrael.DAnd0it
isnotljustOwelwhoOmustOwarm0to

thelrelationshiplbetweenlHaShem
andl Aml Yisrael.O GOAO too,0 sol to
speak,bwillthopefullylfespondltolthe
feelingsOHeOhasOalwaysOhadOfor0us,
andlrelatelfolislhsHelrelatedtolthe
Avotlhnddmahot.

emtDIN5T "D BDT IN
Fortunatel(brhappy)lisithe
nation(that KNOWSI[the[T'ru'a...

Thispasuk Cin CIT "hilim Cldoes Cnot[Ckay,
"hears" [the[shofar;[it[days[(KNOWS[the
sound[dflthe[Shofar.

There's[albig[difference,[dventhoughlthe
same[Word[i$ [used[fbr[Hoth[Hearing[dnd
knowing[{or[iinderstanding).LLISHMO'A.
TolHear.[And[sbmetimes[({bften, [akctually)
it[heans(tbluhderstand.

Ourldommitment[dt[Sinai,[forLdxample,
was[INAASEHLV'NISHMA.[(MWeWvill Cdo,
and[We[Will lunderstand [(what[G [d[Wants
of[uk)". [Nlot [dstMwe [will (hkear".

MightCwe[3uggest[ that[ the[brachaldor
Shofar (1 LISHMO'ALIKOLLISHOFAR,
implies[that[Understanding[i$ [dssential [th
thelnhitzva, [nbt[justRearing[the[sbunds.

Welhave[to[Rear,[dnd[dnderstand,[dnd
not[mhisunderstand.[And[Wehaveltb[rkact
appropriately. [Everyone[éxcept[or[the
profoundly[deaf,[chn[HEAR [the [sbunds[df
the[$hofar.[But[do [You[dtraighten Livith
pride[dflchembership[id [the Jéwish [people
whenyoulhear[the LIT'KI'A?[CAre Lyou
humbled[@hd[Broken [When [you[Hear[the
broken [Wail[df[the[T'RU'ALdr[the[sbb[df
the[SH'VARIM.Moes[the [T'KI'Aldemind
youUlof[the Lexperience Jof LIMATAN
TORAH?[Dolthe[Brokenldoundslihspire
youltb[ihtrospection[andlsetyouldnlthe
pathtb[M'shuva.
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ItbsChotCenough[tolimerely[hear[the
sounds[ofl#he [Shofar; ive CnustLdinder
stand[fhem[Hoo.magine[Standing[at[3
crosswalk [Waiting[tb[dross[thelstreet.[To
yourlright, [alttuckid[standing[at [the [clirb.
Aslybulalelaboutltbehter[thelrbad, [ybur
hear[ah[ihsistent[Beeping[sbund.[It[i[the
warningld sound[] that[] the[d truck
automatically Lémits[Wvhen [k [k [put[ihto
reverse.[1ThetruckCisClslowly Crolling
towardsyou,[ahd[yYoulate[Warned[Hy[the
beeps[[MDo[hot[dtep [hto[dhe[Hoad; ik
would[bk[aldhngerous[thingtbdo.

YoulBear[the[dounds[MButYouldo[dot
know[What[they[thean![Maybe [Youlthink
it(id[alchr(alarm,drlalsbund[cdoming[ftom
theldearby[donstruction[dite, Ldr[inaybe
youljuist[dren't[thinking[dt[dIl.[You[Hear
the[dound, [But[it[doesn'tLdawn[dnyou
that[yyoulhre[beingLwarned [bfL kome
danger.[And[youlsteplihto[the[doad, [iist
as[the[truck[Backs[dp.[Bortunately(B"H,
thelthuck[driver[skes[you [ih[His[rkarview
mirror[AndChpplies[Ehe [breaksustUin
time. [Hle [jimps [dut[df(His[tFuck [ahd [yklls
atlybu:["Hey!Didn'tlybuRear[the Marning
beeps?!?"[MVes",oulahswer, Cbut[ldidn't
understandlthelsbund."

Soltbo, [it[idWith [the [sbund[dflthe[Shofar.
Many, [chany Jéws [go [tb [shul[tb [(Hear [the
Shofar.[They[hear[the[3ounds,[but[do
they[know [Wvhat[fhe[dounds[hean?[Do
wel[Heed[the[Warning[dflthe[Shofar![Are
welihoved o[ Hise[fo[dhe[¢hallenge [bf
T'shuva? [AreWveLihspired[fo[dtrengthen
our[dommitment[to[TorahldndJudaism?
ArelWelgbingltb[Workbhrdertblilhprove
ourselves] as[J individuals[d and[J as[Ja
community, [sb[that[We[Will[do[dur[share
in[hastening[dhe (Moshiach? COrvill ive
continue[Walking[into[the[path[bf[ the
oncominglttuck?

ASHREILHA'AMLYO'D'EILT'RU'A...
Happy[{orHortunate)ik[the MNation
who [KNOWS[the[T'RU'A...[Welnhust
hear[the [ Bhofar, CinustClinderstand Clts
meanings, [ Jmust[letits[sounds[Jand
meanings[penetrate[tb[durlthinds, [Hearts,
and[sbuls.[Mhe[Shofar[thustBringabout[al
SHIPUR [(h [dpiritual Gimprovement).[Then
wel] may[] consider] ourselves[] truly
fortunate [AndChappy [fo [be [the [Nation
that [KNOWSIthe[T'RU'A.

ArtScrolllSeries (¢ Mesorah®PublicationsLtd.

WISDOM[[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

R’ ehuda[Tzvildf[Radzivil [Was[dsked:
“Whatlis[theant[By[the[Words[ih[the
Musaflof[Riosh[HaShana, Youl(Hashem)
remember[] everything[] which[L] was
forgotten’?[Surely (Hlashem [ckmembers
everything?”’Whatlate e [praising[hkre?

Thel[Shgelréplied: [flalpkrsonperforms
almitzvalChnd[(does[hot[kemember
having[done[do,[Hashem[temembers
anddewards [Chim Cfor k. LIF[d [person
commits[alsin[ahd fbrgets[aboutliflahd
never[répents,[Hashem[remembers(the
sin.LOn[ghe[dtherhand, [F[A[person
performs[alnhitzvalahd [lemembers [ [1l]
in[térms[dffalvaitinglekpectantly [for [his
reward [[ITHashem [fbrgets[that[thitzva,
while[[d[persondommits[d[din[dnd
always[temembers[ik[dnd tepents[ik,
Hashem [does[dot[demember[that[slin,
andlthelpkrson idinbtlplinishedfdr itl”

Shmuel Himelstein haswrittenlahwonderful series for
ArtScroll: Wordslof Wisdom, Words of Wit; A Touchlof
Wisdom, A Touchlof Wit;land™'Wisdomland Wit" ]
availablelatyourlocal Jewishhookstore (orshould be).
Excerpted with permission
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TheMitzvalfoHearShofar

FirstChnd[foremost,[before[khe[khemes,
symbolisms, ahd[rkminders[mhentioned(id[the
paragraphs[that[bllow,[id THE[mhain[rkason
and[lavana[fbr[doing[ANY [thitzva[[THecause
Gldkommands[ht.CIThe[phrase[1'SHEIM
MITZVAT[SHOFAR [should [Be [dn [dur [mhinds
from[the[Brachot[dflthe[shofarBlower[and
from[thefiist[blasttb[the[T0O0th.

The[Torah[days[dhat[dheirstCday [ bf[ dhe
seventh[mhonth[shall[Be[A[T'RU'ADAY.[We
arelthught[By [the[@rallawl[that[this[theans
that[We[ateltdhkarlthelsbundchlled[M'RU'A,
whichDs[(fo[be[produced[by[the[Shofar.
Furthermore, e[ dre[do[hear[dhe (T'RU’'A
three[tmes, [@nd[that[dach[T’"RU’AL3 [tb [He
preceded[Hy[ahd[fbllowed [By [a[B'SHUTA, &
plain, Idng[Blast, [the [ohe e chlIT'KI'A.

Weldo[dot[Rnow[éxactly dvhat[dur[Sages
meant[the [T'RU'Aldo [HoundTike. Tk [k [fo
soundlike [drying, Wailing, [sbbbing, [thoaning,
sighing, Cor[3ome[dombination[thereof.[ To
satisfy CldifferentClopinions, Cwe [Chave Clewo
sounds[that[Welcall[SH'VARIMEnd[T'RU'A,
and[lthe CecombinationCofCthe Clewo, Clthe
SH'VARIMI'RU'A.[Mherefore,[tb [shtisfy[the
Torah's[dequirement[df[Rearing[dhe Shofar
on[Rosh[HaShana,[We [thust[Hear 3[dachldf
the[fdllowinglcbmbinations:

T'KI'AIISH'VARIMT'RU'AIT'KI'A

T'KI'AISH'VARIMIIT'KI'A

T'KI'AIIT'RU'AT'KI'A
Let’s[defer [to [this [ds[d[Mlarge [Set[df[Blasts
(a.k.a.(30CKOLOT).[One[bfCdach[inake[3
SmallSkt[(d k.a.MDKIOLOT).

Although[the[requirement[df(the[Torah [Will
be[$atisfied Cwith(BOCKOLOT [{sounds[Cbr
blasts),[the[Sages[ihstituted [the[Practice [df
sounding[the[ShofarCHuring[he [Amidal 1]
linking[the [Shofar[sbunds[With[ehch[dflthe3
main[brachotTofCIMusaf CITIMALCHIYOT
(Kingship), ZICHRONOT[{Remembrances),
and[SHOFAROT [(Bhofars).[Sbme[shuls[Blow
during[thetepetition Cbf[the CAmidalbnly;
othersBlow[during[the[silent[AmidaakWell.

And, [ab [i[S[Well khown, [the [cistom [iS[td [Blow
additional[Blasts[{l 0[dr[40, 2k [the [chse[thay
be) Chfter[(the[(Amida, [to[bring[the[Rotal
number[df(Hlasts[tb[1100.[T00[donveys [dom[]
pleteness[And[Hullness.COn[Rosh[MHaShana,
weldon'tflist[Blow[the[Shofar, e dre[filly
saturated [With[the [Shofar [sbunds. [This [llfills
thelsénse[afYOMM'RU'Althere[shall bk for
you",[more[thanalldssernlimberMould.

(Therel3[Elsolahotherldeasonlgivenfbrlthe
100[Hlasts, [Having[tb [do [With [the [Ament [df
thelohother[dfSisra, [ablrécordedid [the Book
of Sho'f'tim.)

SymbolismsandRavanot
(based[ah[Menorat[HaMa'or)

G[D'SKINGSHIP
Rosh[MaShanaldorresponds[tb[the[8th[day
ofCtreation, [theCHay Chuman[beings[Cwere
created.[Bince[dt[ds[theHay[that[(1G[d's
subjects, [sb [tb[speak,[chme[idto[ekistence, [id
follows[dhat[He[Became[durKing[dn[that
verylshmelday.[WelthereforelcbnsiderRosh
HaShanaltb[Belthe[Coronation[Day[dflthe
Supreme[King.[Tolherald[that[évent,[ve
sound [the[doyal[trumpet[[the[Shofar.[This
conceptLbfLGId's[KingshipLiks[bne[ bfL the
major[themes[df(RoshHaShana.[@neldflthe
threeldentral (Brachot[dfl(the[Bosh HaShana
Musaf[id[MalchiyotMKingship.Ia[that[Bracha,
welquoteltén[pfsukim [ftom Manach [that[deal
with[this[Ckheme. CIThe LIT'KI'ALY(theong
monotonic,[linbroken [blast) CYpecificallyLis
associated [With[this[abpect[of[Rosh[HaShana.
The[T'KI'ALk[A[happy[dndCproudSound.
Although[] other[] emotions[] claim[J] our
attention,[dne[should[Be[Rappy[dnd[Proud
on[Rosh[HaShanalak[We [rkaffirm[dur Odyalty
to [the King[dfkings.

CALL[TOREPENTANCE

The[Bhofar Ls[the[Chlarm Fhat[{hopefully)
wakes[people[p[tb [the[dhallenge[df[doing
T'shuvalahd[akking[G [d[fbr Ebrgiveness.[This
is[dneldf[thelthajorEspects[df[Shofar[{hnd
the[hain[rkason [fbr [Bhving[Blown [the [Shofar
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throughout[Blul).[1t[i$[the Hroken[sbunds[df
the[SH'VARIM[ahd [M'RU'Althat [mhost [fik [this
aspect[df[Shofar.[Shofar [k [dssociated [With
embarking[dn[the[doad[tb [Spiritual (Return.

AKEIDATNYITZCHAK
Perhaps[the[mostCprominentCelement[bf
Rosh[HaShanali$[the "Binding[df[[3aac".[The
choice[dflallrhm's [Horn[ak[Shofar, [the Torah
readings,[the [ain (fbcus[dflthe[Zichronot
bracha,[land(Tashlich, CallCdpoint[Jto Clthe
AKEIDA 2k [almhajor theme dfthe[dhy. [When
weldtand[ihGlidgment[Before [G[d,[Weldre
not[idolated[ihdividuals (But[are[the [spiritual
heirsCof[Ithe [JAvotClandCimahotCiwhose
commitment o[ GIdlik[éxemplified [(By Lthe
Akeida.[The[Chafetz[Chaim[Joints[dutlthat
most[bf[ the[promisesbf[blessing[in[the
Torah[Tare[Oconditional CuponCourCgood
behavior.[The[Chotable [éxceptionCis[GId's
promiseflo[Avraham[Avinu[dt[dhe[Akeida,
which[$Qinconditional. [(Fldur[dincerity [dnd
commitment[to [G [dlAnd [His[Mitzvot[dver
comes[ihto[duestion,[We[deed[dnly[dealize
that[wWelalelthe[descendants[df[Avraham[ahd
Yitzchak[dnd[Have[Ghherited fromthem[dn
absolute[dnd[domplete[dedication[to [G[d's
Word, [theTorah.

MATAN[TORAH
The[Torah[describes[theldvents[df[Sinailas
being(Accompanied[by[the sound [bf(the
Shofar[dver[ihcreasing".(MVhen[\We[Hear[the
Shofar[(kspecially[the [T'KI'A), e [should[He
motivated [tb[rkdedicate[durselves[tb[Torah
and[thitzvot.[Th[dssence, [this[i$ [the fbunda[]
tion[df[T"shuva.[The Bhofar[deminds[us[df
our[dommitment[tb[the[Torah;[depentance
is[G[d's[§ift[to LhisCWhenDve[Hail Cin [that
commitment.

Thelwords[df[the[Prophets are
likened o [#he [3oundCofLthe[Shofar.[This
reminder Ckhould Cnspire Cgreater Ckommit[d
ment[tb[Aithful [dbservance[df[Jlidaism.[Dur
dealWith [G[d, When [We[akked[dot[tb Hear
Hisvbice [directly, Was [dur[promise[tb[ikten
to[#heprophets,Etarting[With[Moshe[dnd

continuing[throughoutlthelgenerations.[This
aspect[df[Shofar,[then, fbllows[the[drevious
item[IMatan[Torah.

INSTILLS[EEAR

"If[d[Shofar[sbunds[ihthe[dity, Mill[dot[the
People[dremble?"[Think Cdf[the[dound[df[d
siren[I[Tthe [feelingsCbfCApprehension[hnd
dread [that[id[fillled [us [With.[That's [alShofar I
ourl[sbiritual[siren,[Helping[s[tb [get[skrious
aboutTorahlahdM'shuva.

Churban[Beit[HaMikdash should
also[belkeptinCind[CwhileChearing[the
Shofar.[The[Brophetsthention [the [Shofar[ih
their[description Uof[the [JChurban.[JOne
should[(Rhink CbfCthe (upsCand CHowns" Cbf
Jewish[History [@s[dart[df[the[Rosh[HaShana
challenge[that[We[all[fice.[Burthermore,[the
destruction[of[the[Temples[desulted[from
our[hot[keeping[faith Cwith[JG[d.[TThese
thoughts[then, [should[Elso dkad [ds [tb [think
of(#epentance[ds[dhevay[ o[ deverse[the
devastatingleffectsdflthe [@Qhurban.

Ingathering[lof[lthe _[Exiles is
described[by[Yeshayahu[hs[being[dccom[]
panied[Hy[the[sbund[df[alGreat[Shofar.[MVe
are[Witness[td[the[Beginning[dflthat[process;
may [We [Be [privileged[tb [ske[ifls [dontinuation
and[dulmination.[This[tbo [ [ih [the [dealm [df
the[T'KI'ALdnd [ [dne[df[dhe [promises[do
keep [ih [thind [sb [that e [dan [Jut Mthings[ih
proper[pkrspective".

The[IGreat[ Judgment[ Day is
associated [with Clthe [IShofar. CdJOneCmust
understand Clthat[(we Ostand CinCjudgment
before[G[dldn[elery [Rosh[HaShana, But[that
weWeWill[dlso[do[do[dn A different[Scale
"after[IR0[ykars"[ahd Mt[the [ehd[off[dhys".

T'CHIYATLHAMEITIM is[hlso
associated [(With [Shofar. Mhinking [dfthis[glves
us[h[broader[berspective [bnCwhat (1G[d
expects[dflds[ahdMhat[i3[ih[skore.[Reward
(and[Bunishment) [ds (Wvell[ds [Bree [(Will[Edre
whatl[gives[meaning[td M'SHUVA.
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As[welapproach[Rosh[Hashana, which

accordinglitoltradition lis[ithe['day[Jon

which[Man(was![¢treated,lit[is[construc(
tivel] tol] contemplate(] that[! oldlage

question(as/to,'What[is[Man?"(Indeed,

King David[ asked[ that[ very question

whenlhelexclaimed, 'O Lord, whatlis

Man[thatyoularelsol mindfull of him?"

(T'hilim[8:5).

In[Jan[lintriguing( lessay, IRabbil David
Lookstein[introduces( severalllsources
that/ reflectl onlthe human(beinglasla
mechanistic/bundleloflcells’andorgans
orlas(alcreaturelof/libidolin[which are
still[] found[ traces(] of(] all primitive
ancestry.[]Born[]against(]his[Jwill, The
staggersl] onll withoutl intelligible
purpose...

Amorelpositiveperspective,however,
seesMan[as[master[of his[ destiny,(as
Hashem's[ Jambassador( Jin/ Jthis[ 'world.
Moreover,[] asserts[] Rabbil] Lookstein,
what['we[think[]ofl JourselvesIdirectly
determines( ] what[ ] wel] will[l make(] of
ourselves.[] For[] example,[] when[] we
consider(] the[] moral[] implications(] of
seeinglourselves/created/in[thelimage
of(Gld, ourview of(Societylandlour(role
inlittakeon¢completely mewvistas.

Indeed,[David[Hamelechlanswered his
ownlquestionwhenlhelcontinued:"For
Youlhavelimade [Man] but(little lower
than(thelangels/Andhavel¢rowned him
with[glorylandhonor."[If[only, as[Rosh
Hashanalapproaches,[welc¢ouldadduce
thosel[lsame[laccolades[loflIgloryland
honor(to[ thel King[lofl lalll kings/ iwho
createdus. N2 NYNHM N2MND

CHIZUK #DUD

(for[Olim[& [not[yetOlim[respectively)

Mnterestingly,D thed words[d “Rosh
Hashana”OdoOnotCappearinCithe
Chumash.ORather,[OBemidbar[d29:1
refersCtod'Yom[l'ruah,”[Taldaybf
blowingdfThe[Born”.[MTheldlosestWe
comedto0"“RoshOHashana”OisOin
D'varimd 11:12:0 “AO landd which
HaShemDQYourlGod[daresfor; @lways
are[thelkyes[bfCHaShem[upon(it,
fromOtheObeginningOofdtheOyear
(meildeishitChashana)until(kthelCénd
of(Xtheyear.”"[MheltontextCnCWhich
theseCwordsChppearCisCkignificant:
God’sOloveandCconcernCiforCEretz
Yisrael.

Question: OWhy[Odoesn’tClthedTorah
simplyktate[Xhat[I'G[d's[(eyes[hare
alwaysCon[theOand”?OWhy[Hoest
add[helphrase, OFromfheBeginning
of(theearbfhelénd@flthelMear”?

PerhapstheldorahOsCnformingCls
that[CG[d's[toncernForthe[landls
notClautomatic. (ItCdsCrenewableCat
every[TbeginningCbf[(the[Year”.[But
welthust@arnfhatdenewal.[AndOt[s
renewedCBtCRosh[Hashanalbecause
thisOisCOwhenOweOrenewDourClown
relationshipwith[Gd, CdrowningMHim
asCourlKing.[WhenWweldo[this,[Wve
effectCJalreactiondinOheaven. G
reciprocatesl@nddenewsHis[Obvelfor
us,@ncel@gainfbcusingCHis[@yes[dn
Hisand.”
MayWelbelWorthyCof(tenewingCour
attachmentOtoOHimOthis[O"Reishit
Hashana",@ndCimay[He[bncel&again
renew[His[Hivine[areCand[deliverd
ance.ShanalTova!

RabbilEmanuel[Feldman(Jerusalem

TORAH THOUGHTS as'contributed hy'Aloh Naaleh
members forpublicationlin theOrthodoxUnion's"Torah

I

Insights', aweeklyTorahpublication'onParshat HaShavu’a
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TheOrthodox Union[Miiaits Website [Tfields ‘questionsof @l fypes!in [dreas of (kashrut, Jewish law(and
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish [Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmelfand[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRav[Shaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare [rabbanim @nd[dayanim o [Serve [the National [Religious [dommunityin(I5rael [@nd[abroad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@fjoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz[Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

@ If alpersonlisTinal placelwhere'arba
o) minim!(lulav, etrog, étc.) arelunavail
able, lcan!"he! lfulfill his' mitzval byl asking
someone! to'be_his shaliach! {(agent) to”hold
the arbaminim?

A Themitzval[Jofl taking[ithe Jarba
b minim[Jon[ISukkot[lis[JalIclassic
exampleloflamitzvalsheb'gufo,ldmitzva
that[devolves ipon(the bodyloflthe one
whoperforms/it, for[which[sh'lichut(is
ineffective[(TosafotRid, Kiddushin42b
[Tsee[K’tzot[Hachoshen[182:1).[Thus,
the[Torahrequiresamanfo[putthelarba
minim/linhisl0wnhand, Mot in[@nother's
hand. Llikewise, (one (has [tosit(in (@[sukka
himselfTand (put[f'fillinfon (his[own arm
andhead.

Follow [up [Question: Tflanythingthat
one needstoldowithHis Bodylcannotbe
donelbymeansloflalshaliach, how[¢an
onemakelalshaliachtollightflChanuka
candles?

Follow [up [Answer:Wesee youwant
us[Itol]get[deeper[linto[Ithe[llomdus
(halachiclanalysis)[ofl the[¢onceptland
parameters 6fimitzvalsheb'gufo. [Firstly,
welshouldadmit[that therelislat[least
one[opinion[that‘whenthere are[hot
enoughlarbaminim(folgoaround for’a
community,onelpersoncanhold[it[on
behalfloflthedest((YadHamelech, [dited
byShutlChatam[Sofer, OrachChayim

182).[ThisCopinion[is(tejected, mainly

because] of[] the[] concept[] of] davar

sheb'gufo,[as Wweléxplainfurther. [Alter[]
natively, thegemaral(Sukka41b)earns

from[JtheJpasuk[ [ULKACHTEM [(you

[plural][] should[] take)[! that[] every

individual thusttake rbaminim himself
(seelChatam Soferlibid.).

Letms(discusswhy(the[TosafotRidland
others[consider[arbalminim[almitzva
sheb'gufo,] while[] lighting[] Chanuka
candles[is[apparentlyhot.[ The[K'tzot
Hachoshen[(ibid.)[makes the[following
distinction[ between| various[ types[ of
mitzvotlindurregard. The main [pointof
some(mitzvotlis[to(dola@nlaction.Inlsuch
alcase, [welsay(that(alshaliach's(dction(on
another's[ behalf! relates( tol the m'sha!]
lei'ach(thelonewholasked Himto(dolit),
whofulfills(his[mitzva. Mitzvot[Whose
fulfillment(is m'meilal(by/itself) wWhen(d
certainsituation [ lexists, [ /do[not[ lend
themselves[tolthe[transference princil]
plesCofTsh'lichut.[OnelofThis[éxamples
follows. [tChis Ctrue Cthat[ifTaCshaliach
attaches[t'fillin[to[ Someone's head, we
treat[itCas[ifTthelim'shalei'achdid[the
action. [However, that[is insufficient [for
fulfillment(oflthe mitzva. TfTyou Werelfo
putl t'fillin[Con[ yourl ffriend's[ head,[ he
would fulfilllthe thitzva, notlyou, for(the
fulfillment s Cin[the t'fillin[beingon
one's[head. Thatlis[the[case[when[a
shaliach(puts/(tifillin (onhislown head on
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your behalf.[Although (his(action [islike
yours, his[body[temains his[own, and
the[right(actionlin(thewrongplacelislof
no(valuelto(you. The[samelis[true[with
mitzvaloflarbalminim, Which[tequires
them[Cto[be[lin “yourhand. (Mishneh
Halachot I, 145 says that we Kknow that
the Jessence ofJarballminim[Jis[the
situation, mot[thelaction, [only fromthe
limud6fSukka@1b).

Onel¢an!(distinguish(this/from[thelcase
ofl Chanukal¢andles(in(alcouple[ways.
Onewaylis[fo[say(that(the [main[mitzva
of Chanukalisthe[faction"ofl lighting
(Mishneh[JHalachot,ibid.).[lHowever,
yourlassumption [is Mot fullydccurate.[A
shaliachlcannotindependently fulfillithe
mitzvalof IChanukallighting[Conyour
behalf, [asheMmustlightthel¢candlesin
your (house [((Minchat[Shlomo(IL [58).In
that[way,[it[isSimilarfo[someonel¢else
putting[it'fillin[on[Jyour[Thead, 'which
works[Jeven[ for[Jal mitzvallsheb'gufo.
(Therel Istill[Jis[ lal differencelJin[that
Chanukalcandleshas(anlaction[élement
and[JthusrequiresJallvalid [Ish'lichut,
whereas[ it makes[holdifference who
attaches( tefillin[ tolhisarm[ (see[ Har
Tzvi,[OCIL123).)

AOdifferentformulation Dis (found Cin
Minchat[ Asher[ (Weiss),[ B'reishit[]15.
Rav[1Weiss[ Idistinguishes[ Ibetween| Ja
mitzval lwhose[Jmain[Jpurpose[Jis[Ithe
action,ihwhichcasel@person mustidolit
himself,[@nd[dmitzvawhose thain[point
isCarriving[atlalresult, in[Wwhich[tase
someone @lse(can(helphim(arrive atthe
result. [(Seethere for furtherlinsightland
distinctions, ] including[] treatment [ of
“complex” [mitzvot[that[lincludeboth
elements).

MACHONPUAH

Marriageand
Fertility[Extension

Lastfweekwelintroduced thelsubject
of U fertility ] extension. ] This[] process
allows(isingle[women[ to[ freeze[ their
eggslorfJovarian(tissuellinTlorderto
"beat"[1 their(I biological clock.[10nce
theylarelteadyto(start[afamily,these
frozenmaterialsare usedtolachieve
conception.

Many[] poskim1dol not[] permit(] this,
consideringlitlelective surgerywhich
isCJonlyJallowedJinC certainl] circum(J
stances.JSincelitlisCnot[clearCthat
fertilitylextensionfallsTwithin[these
circumstances,theyarelpredisposed
tolInotJallowing(lthispractice.[1They
haveanradditional motivationforthis
decisionfasiwell.

Aspartof(JtheirfiguidanceJof JKlal
Yisrael,[ Poskimmust_oftenconsider
theleffecttheirdecisionTwillThaveron
thel Uewish[ peoplelas/al whole.[The
TalmudU s replete] withJ stories] of
decisions/ madelinlthelfurtherancel of
specificCconcernsover(the welfare of
theJ Jewish[l peoplel] in[J addition] to
specifichalachic/¢concerns.

Whilelappreciatingthefrustrationfand
pain]of(]the ] childless[ older(single
woman,many poskimlarelconcerned
that(Jallowing[Jall(l singlellwoman(ito
freezeleggs((or[lalisectionJoflovary)
couldhavelaldisastrouslaffectionthe
wholelinstitution(of(marriage. Granting
carteblanchelpermissiontofundergo
fertility[] extension] mayl] encourage
women(tolIpostponelimarriage(atlla
greateriratelthanitheyrdortoday.[This
couldhaveJseriousandlldetrimental
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ramificationsJ tol] the[D institution] of
marriage[] within(1 theT Jewish] ComT]
munity.
Additionally,1severalllyearsiagolithe
American(] Society[7 of[1 Reproductive
Medicine[(ASRM), onelof thellargest
fertilityCsocietiesin(the[world,ran(a
largel1 advertisingl] campaign.[] The
Message:[Thelsingle  mostlimportant
factor(] contributing( to[] the rise[] of
infertility ClisTJadvancedmaternalllage.
WhilelltherellarelImany! factors[that
impactfertility thisCisCapparentlythe
mostsignificant.

This[campaignwas met(bylincredulity
by(1 the[ public.[7 Onel] woman(] was
quotedilas(1beingllshocked1bylthis
informationJand(Jwondering[Jwhy[Ino
one,lincluding[herdoctor, had[ever
toldrherrthisbefore.

IfCthislis(the[case, thenwelshouldlbe
encouraginglyoung’menand women
tolJgetlImarriedJandJhavel]children
earlierCratherthanlater.['Welshould
certainlyInot[1bel]promotingl]options
thatlgive(thelimpressionthatmarriage
and(] children(! canl] bel! pushed(] off
almostlindefinitely.[ Theselcon(lterns
reinforcethehalachicrtoncernsover
electivelsurgerylandlarelalmotivating
factorliniforbiddingfertility[extension.

Oflcourse,[therelarelalwayslindividual
casesllin[whichextenuatingcircum(]
stancespresentCaldifferentCpicture.
Onelshouldlalways[consult[with[their
RabbillorlallPuahlicounselor(ifor(]a
halachiclldeterminationCoftheirCsitul]
ation.

Rabbi Weinreb's Weekly Column:
The Person in the Parsha
for Rosh HaShana

WillingtoChange

Sometimes[even(thel corniestl of[old
jokeslhaslalprofoundlesson(tolteach
us.

"Howlmany psychologists doeslittake
tolchangelallightibulb?"

In[caselyoulhaven'tialreadyheard’the
answerlto[thisCexamplelof tiredlight
bulb"thumor,fitigoesllike this:

"JustCone.[Butlit has(tol belwilling[to
change!”

This[J witticism, [ if(] it deserves(] that

name, fecognizeslanlimportant(limital’
tion(1 of(1thel] profession(] of ] psychol]
therapy.(lt(canlonly(beleffectiveltolthe

extentJthatOpatientsJorIclientsCare

motivated(] to[] cooperatel] with[J the

process. Only(ifitheylare[committedto

doing(1 thell hard] work[] of (] personal

changelJ canl] psychotherapists( look

forward(tolsuccess.

Willingness(tol changelislal rareltrait
amonghumans.[JPeoplelareJfright]
enedlofCanythingChewlandadhere[to
thelstatusiiquollevenliwhen(lit[Thas
broughtithemilittle benefit.

RabbilAbraham(lsaaciiHaKohein[Kook
wrotealpreciouslittle Cbook Centitled
ThelLightsCof(Return.CInCitChelinsists
that(1the[1"human(itendency(tolIcling
desperatelytololdwayslandancient

ThePuah Institute for Fertilityland Gynecology'inAccordance with Halacha'is based in Jerusalem and helps ¢ouples

 fromalllover'the Worldiwho arelexperiencing fertility problems. Puahlaffersifreelcounselinglin five languages,halachic

supervision,.and eéducational programs.[Puahhas offices'in'Jerusalem, New York, Los' Angeles'and Paris. To contact the
Puah Institute please ¢all|(02) 651(50507in Tsrael oriin theUS[718336/0603. hwebsite: www .puahonline.org
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habits[1 is(] the[J sign(] of ] all spiritual
malaise".

RaviKook[Wwrote this(book earlylinlhis
life.CInChis[ClaterTyears, helnotConly
recommendedllit[]tollothers, but1he
studiedllitUhimself, JespeciallyJat(ithe
timeDofCyearClinCwhichOwenow(find
ourselves.

Foriwelarenowlinthe waningldays of
theOmonthOofDElulOwithCJthe JYamim
Nora'imCimminent.CThe themeLof  this
period(] of[] the[] Jewish( calendar( is
T'shuva,[1 which,1 although(] usually
translatedJas'repentance", CisCbetter
translatedias(return”, [or(still[(better’as
"change".

ArfundamentalteachingroffJudaismfis
thefollowing(versefromKohelet:"For
nomanflis[perfectlinlthistworld, doing
onlyrgoodrandinhever(sinning."rWerall
need(ltollimprove,Jwellallllneed[Ito
change.[Thislis[theltentrallmessage
of(Rosh[HaShanalandYom Kippurifor
theJew.

Thelfundamentaldifference between
optimistsand[pessimistsiis[thatthe
formerbelieveJthatichangelisCpos[
sible, [(whereas/[thellatter believel that
attempts(tochangelare(futile.

"YoulJcan'tIchangelThuman(inature."
"Thell leopard(] cannotl] changel his
spots.""Oncelalfoollalwaysalfool."
ThesearetheOmottos Cofthe pessill
mists, 1 and(] thell assumptions(] they
make(] arel] the[] very(] stuff[] of[] the
entrenched(] resistance tol1 genuine
changellinCourllbehaviors(land(]attil]
tudes.

Books[havelbeenlwritten_andcount(]
lesssermons([sounded[ with[all sorts
oflTadviceasTtoThowtol1goabout
change.1Somelbelievellthat(lit[lis[a

slow,[Igradual, [istep(by(stepIprocess.
Otherslinsist[that[changelTtequiresia
dramaticlleapof(faith, Jand[Ican(lbe
doneflinlaltransformationallmoment.

Somel believelthatlichangel happens
becauseloflexternal’circumstances,or
socialllpressuresllimposed by Jother
people.[Othersmaintainthat, onlthe
contrary,[Jchangecan(bellintentional
and[IpurposefullyTinitiated[1byevery
person(himselflorherself.

Jewish(texts[recognize thattherelare
twoltypeslof change;onelindeed,[a
slow, [painstakingpath,fanditherother,
alrapidlandsudden(personality[shift.
Jewish(] ftradition[1 recognizes(] that
otherslinfluenceandmoldCourpaths,
butthatthelultimate responsibility for
spiritualLchangellies[with[eachlofus
ourselves.

ITwould(liketorsharewithTyourallrone
fascinatingéxamplelofiwolindividuals
working[togetherlinCalpurposeful Cbut
deliberatelyT’ incrementall] change
process.It0isOtodbedfounddinOthe
writingsJof JallmanJknown[Jas[Jthe
Rebbeof(1the[1Warsaw[1Ghetto. His
namelwas[RabbirKalonymusKalman
Shapiro,land"his[‘careeras[‘an[out[]

g& Almostlall"techniques" [Backfire[after
alWhilelthroughlahlexaggeration, [cksult[]
ing[from[depetition,[df[the Mery[fhctor
responsible[fbr[their[duccess.[MVe[rthust
be[dware[df[this[dhenomenonldnd[dot
beldeterred[ftom[discarding[tkchniques
because[ bfl the[$uccess[velhave[had
with[(them,CvhenCve[$ense[fhat[the
backfiring[stagelidlat[hhnd.

From('A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragailverstein

AlCandle[by(Day@®(ThelAntidote#The[WorldOfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[&at[0D54[209[B200
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standing(lpedagogueland(teacher(lof
adolescentlboysiwas(tragicallycutloff
by(the(horrorsioftheHolocaust.

RabbirShapirowrotealbook@imedrat
hisCyoung[protégés, givingL themthe
following[ piecel] of(] advicel tol] be
initiatedratthe tbeginningrofrthelschool
semester.[|HeJasks(IthelIstudent(Ito
imagine, [ifChisThame, [forfexample,[is
Reuven,Twhat"Reuven"TmightTlook
like CalJmonthfrom[now, six_months
frommow, @alyearfrommow.

Oncelthelyoung manrhassomelsort
offimagerofiwhatrhisfuturerselfimight
belheltanlconsciouslybeginto[take
stepsl tolapproximatel thislimage.He
canlsetspecific’goalsrandrobjectives
tolcomelcloserltolhis[selflideal, [ step
by(tentativelstep.

Andl"everysoloften, 'heltanmonitor
hist] progress,[1 acceleratingl] the
process, modifyinglitlifCthecessary,or
slowing(ittdownTiflthingsarergoingtoo
quickly.['The'Rebbellencourages(the
younglIman(tol] collaboratel ] with(]a
friendlorralmentorasihelgoesithrough
this(] process! ] of(] self(] changel ! and
selfldevelopment.

AtlthisitimeloflthelJewish[New Year,
as[manyldolaroundrtheltimeofl the
secularCINew[IYear,[JwellallTJtend(1to
make(] resolutions. ] Rabbil] Shapiro's
techniquelis[butonelof(the(humerous
methods [ which[] canl] assist(] us(]in
formulating[IsuchresolutionsJand(in
successfullyfexecutinglthem.

TheTsanctity ofthis[lseasonlinspires
us,(ikertherightrbulb,torbelwillingto
change.Welmustturn(tolthe(wiseland
theexperiencedlamong(us, [ belthey
living[Tfriends, Cmentors, JandCspiritual
guides,orlpast scholars,[rabbis, and

teachers,for['suggestionsof[specific
techniques(] as(] tol] how ] tol] really
change.

JudaismialwaysIinsistsupontheutility
and! thelimportance(of( textuall study.
Atrthisitimeroflyearstudylis[holless
importantTthanIprayer.[1Especially Dif
ourl(studyfocuses[upon(findinglways
tollachievelldesiredichange,Jandto
maintainthat’changelin[thefacelof
challengelandever(shifting[Jcircum(]
stances.

Every[timewewish[leach(lother[a
Happylandi'Sweet NewlYear,[welare
reallysaying, "l hope CthatyouJare
successfullinlyourrattemptsitolchange
yourselfCandCimprovelyourselfTinthe
cominglyear."[ltlis(in(that[spirit[thatl]
wishJeach[of[lyou,[Jdear(readers,Ja
HappylandiSweet/NewlYear!
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ThelQhallengeldfMoney:[AseretM'mei[d'shuva
by Dr.[MeirMamari

Theldays[betweenRosh[HaShanaland
Yom(Kippurlarelthe10(days[of[repen(]
tance.[Yetlittwould(seem(thattherelare
only[8[days,[sincelonRosh[HaShana
itselfCithereisTInoconfessionlandno
selichot’] prayers.[1 However,[] Rosh
HaShanalis(thel[coronationdaylof (GId
as[Kingloverwholelofthe world, andTit
isfonlyfromfecognitionfof His[Kingship
that[ T'shuvalis(spiritually possible and
that[]atonement(] can(lcome.[1 Sol]the
Aseret[1Y'meilIT'shuvallstartJandIflow
from[RoshHaShana.

This[Kingshiplis(the[basis[bothforlthe
covenantllof(the[110C]Commandments
established(Jat[!Sinailland( for[the[Jone
commanded(in(thelplainsof (Moavprior
tolthelentryloflIsraellinto[Eretz Yisrael
(D'varim(128:69).["WelImay[think that
GldlcommandedtheJrational Jmitzvot
[forbiddingl] murder,[] theft,[] sexual
immorality] 1 becausel] they(] are(] selfl]
evidentland(logicall [or[ because!( they
arel] to[J ourl] mutualJ benefit].(] Israel
however,saysHellis the[ Gld[ofl truth
and(therelis[nolother(truth'.[ Therefore,
youlmayl[hot[steal becausethe [ Gld of
truth(] forbade(it,[] youllmay(] not(rob
becausel1HeJforbidslit[]andthereby
thesellinjunctions(lbecomel His[ truths"
(Admor(] Kalonymusl( of ] Pishiasetzna,
whoperishedlinthe(Warsaw([Ghetto).

"Itls[truethatthuman intelligence, even
without[Torah, (wouldlinstruct uslin(the
socialllaws[as[theselarelthe fruits of
logicCand[‘selfpreservation.['However,
through(Jthe(1Divine] Wisdom[ of(]the
Torah, thesel] mitzvotl] beinJ adam
I'chaverollacquireladditionalIperspec!
tiveslandlimplications[thatimerehuman

intelligenceJandthoughtCicouldInever
image.[Furthermore, [ 1byl/them[being
givenfrom[Heaven[welknow(that there
isfalGldwholsees,knows,fecordsiand
punishes(]anyllinfringement[]of 1these
mitzvot[[social _crimes, fraudand/theft
therebyllbecomelicrimes(lalsolagainst
Gd]"(DonLYitschakAbarbanel).

"When(thelhationslofltheworldheard
the( first[] five [ Commandments, (] they
shruggedland(said,'helisljustllikelany
otherking,CinterestedonlylinChisCown
honorland status.[However,(when(they
heardithelcommandmentsibetween

Manland[Man, [ theylexplained, 'surely
Helis[Gldand[Kingof[Kings" [(Sh'mot
Rabba).lYet(the(first'5/commandments
inthe[Luchot[Habrit proclaimthel[true
basisfand(realraison(d'etre(oftheother
5.[Firstly,[comes(thelacknowledgement
of(Gldlas/being(tesponsibleforlourfate
andland(the[guidelof(alllourlacts; then
thelbasisforCoursocial andlindividual
lives([Lo(Tisal;[ thislis[ensured byl the
everlfecurringlactlof cessationof(work
[Shabbat]; thecontinuous(transmission
of(theselideas(through(thelinfluencelof
thelhomel[Kibud[AvvaEim].

"The(] following(] five[1 commandments
proclaim(thel[results of[thisLknowledge
and(its[lacknowledgmentlinourlsocial
life. LIf LG dlis[the One whoLlis[solely
responsibleforyour fatelin(life[andlis
theOGuideJofllalllJyourClactions,then
everyonel ofCyour(fellowmenCmustbe
considered(as( standing equallyunder
His[care[and[everylonelof[yourlactions
towards["him[‘comes[ under[ His[ obser(]
vation.[All[his[possessions, [hisLlife, [his
wife, (his[freedom, [his[happiness,honor
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andpropertylmustbeIconsidered by
youlas[sacred.[YoulmayLnot[takelhis
life, (breakuplhisCmarriage, robhimof
his freedom,hisChonor, his"happiness
nor(] even(] allow(] yourself(] to[] covet
anything(oflhis"[(S.IR.IHirsch,iSh'mot120:13).

Normallyboth[sexual JimmoralityJand
monetaryl crimesonlyoccurlin[secret
and(Jfar(Jfrom[Jotherhuman(Iscrutiny.
Therefore, regulation, transparency and
publicl] authorities[] supervision(] are
promotedlinlalllmodern(societies. Itlis
widelyacknowledged[thatthelackof
all] of 1 thesel] promoted(] thel[ present
worldwidel]collapselloflifinancial Jand
economicl] markets(] and(] institutions.
However,therelarenolsecreticrimeslin
Judaismaslalways[ Gld Himself sees
ourlactions,[and(thislknowledgelis[the
reall] bulwarkand(] protectionJagainst
theselcrimes.[Avraham (fold[Avimelech,
whereltherelis[hol[fear of (Gld anylevil
becomesipossible.

Seelin[what[tespect the Torah repeat(]
edlylexclaims['youlshall(fear[your(G(d":
"Youlshallinotisteal, youlshallinot.delay
al'workers[Wwages, [ youl shall hot curse
theldeafland lyoulIshall[Inot[placella
stumbling[blocklin the[pathlofthelblind
[advicel] flowingl] from([] conflictl] of
interests],[andlyoulshallfearlyour G d"
(Vayikrai19:13);"When(youmakelalsalelto
your[fellow, youlshall_not_wrong[him,
andiyou'shallfearyourGId (Vayikra 25:14 16).

"Sol that[hel [Avraham]Cwillllcommand
hisCchildrenJandThis(Thouseholdafter
himthatthey(shall(keepthe waylof(G(d
toldolbenevolence,tzedakalas alduty,
andTjustice" (B'reishitl 18:19). With[these
words[Gld[ expressedthe essencel of
theJ Abrahamicl] way, ] onel] that(l is
reinforced bylthelverseslof(the[Covel]
nantwith[lIsraelJin[ParshatKi[Tavo,
commandedlonlithelPlainslof(IMoav.

Therelare11[blessings andlcurseslin
theLcovenant[HaTochacha, so dramat_]
icallyCrecited on[Har)G'rizimandHar
EivalCaslthelvery[first nationalCact[on
entering(thelLand.[The(firstidenounces
idolatrybutlall_the othersareequally
divided[between(sexual immoralityland
eitherlmonetary, businesslorléconomic
crimes.

Our(abilitytolrationalize[andtoconceal
sexualll and[] monetaryl[] wrong! doing
enables(Jusl]tollcommitlisuchllwrong(]
doing,[land(lthis[lcovenantlidenounces
suchlabilities.Alllblessinglisdenied(to
himwholoutwardlyplays(thepiousman
devotedto[Gd butlin[secretidenieslthe
exclusivelJexistenceof(10neJGIdand
His[JRule.JTollone'who[Joutwardly(lis
respectful of[his[ parents[ butlinwardly
considers]himselflvastlyIsuperior]to
them, [ tol onel‘when[ helis[unobserved
does[nothesitatetolinjurethelrightslof
hisIneighbor(tolhislown[]advantage,
whollin[Jthelpresencellof{ clever(land
intelligent_people[speaks[with[enthusi]
asm(forithelwelfarelofrhis heighborbut
pushes[shortsightedland[blind_people
intol] misfortune, and[J to’] onell who
pretends(itolIbelJallhighlyrespectable
memberoflisocietyJonlytowallowlin
sexualll licentiousness(! in[! intimate
privacy, Jandtollonelwho[lenjoys[the
highest[confidencein[ThisClcommunity
butCmisuseslitlin[secret corruption.[To
onewhollivesLcorrectlyland dutifullyfor
himselfCbut[looks with[indifferenceon
theCabandonmentlofthe duties ofl the
TorahlinChisCimmediatelcircles"({S.[R.
Hirsch,[D'varim(27:15(25).

"For(lYoulare[the [ true Gldand[Your
wordlis[frueandenduresforlever;King
over[the whole[world“Who['sanctifies
Israelland(the[ Dayl ofClRemembrance"
(Machzor(RoshHaShana).
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Moreceonourfixecd CALENDAR

InEstweek'sMT ahdid[pleviouslissues, Wehhvelspokenaboutlthethreefctors
that[determinelthe (T [differentlykar[types.

[11BEI(p'shuta, IR [thonthykar) o [MEM[(in'uberet, (1B [chonth ykar).

[2] KAF[(K'seder, [id[arder),[AHET [(¢haseir, [missing aldhy [Tihb 3D [Kislev), lak [SHIN
(shaleim), lith BD[@Qheshvan.

[3]BET,[GIMEL,HEI,[ZAYIN[Bhabbat) [idr [the [dhy [of [the eek of the filst [dhy [oF
RoshHaShana.

Thus, fdrlekample, thelybar K770 idlcbded PEI[SHIN[ZAYIN.

Welbhrely [mentionedthatlsbmelcbdethe [ykarsWith [the [dhy [of [the Week [of
Pesach, [elther[id [aHdition [td the [three[fdctorsabovelak idstead [of [the [PEI o [MEM,
sincekhowing [the [dhy [of[RH [ahd [of [Pesach, itlchn Bk [determined whether [the [ykar
is[I2 [1&k [TB [mhonthed [(bne ok [tivo [Aldars).

In[Hct, [flybukhow [RH [ahd Pksach, lybulchn [also [determine [the [dngths [of
Cheshvanlahd Kiislev, [sb khowing[usttivo [Actors, [the ybar [ty pe ididentified.

Let's[dok at[ilthis tway:

The[dhy [oflthe teek [(D/W) [ofthe [filst [dhy [of [RIH [dthe [3/VV [of (15 Mishrei [irst
day [of[Slikkot). I5 [GheshvaniS21dhys [of[the week [Eter, bk cause Tishreihhs 3D
days.[(Check[this[oh [alchlendar[arlcbuntlahybur fihgersahdlybu'llstethat itlidsb.)
Inlgéneral, [the (I5th [oflalmonth (Wil (b [bivo [dhys[of [the week [Eter [than [the ([ th [of
thelpkevious[month, [iflthe [plevious mMonth[bhs 3D [dhys, [ar [ohe [dhy [of the eek
later [flthe [plevious[month hhs 2P [dhys.

Let'slapply[this.[kt's[chll[the [dhy [QF[RH z&ro.[I5 Mishreilidalso 0l 15 [Qheshvanlid
+2[(#wo [dhys[dflthe eek[dter).I5 Kislev[depends [ilidlelther [H3 [f[Qheshvan hhs
291dhys, [ok[4 [[fIGheshvan bhs BD [(¢ither [idpbssible). 15 Mevet chn bk [H4 ]
Cheshvan[ahdKiislevbbth lhhve 2P [dhys, [or 5 id[Qheshvan hhs 2P ahd [Klislev bhs
30, ok [#H6[[d[Cheshvanahd Klislevbbth hhve 3D [dhys[(@ll [pbssible). Since Mevet
always[bhs 2P [dhys, [I5 [Shvat[chn bk [H5, [H6, [ok [H7 [(ih [the [dst [chse, [#7 [dithe[shme
day [ofthe week[at[0] [sb [T5 [Shvatchn (bl [0] (H5, [dr [H6. [Shvat hhs BD [dhys, [sb [T5
Adar[{@helohlyldnear[the [fitstlahe) [chn bk [#2, [H7 [(Which [S[Q), ok [H8[(Which [d[H]I ).
ThelAdar [ofITR [chonth [ykar [hhs 2P [dhys. Therefore id alShanaPlshuta, [I5 Nisan
(firstldhy [of[Pesach) [chn bk [H3, [H], [ [+2, [Lb. aldhy [oF [vo [df [three [ter [than[the
D/W ofRosh[HaShana. Butlifltherelidalstcond[Adar, [the fistlohe [hhs 3D [dhys[ahd
its [([bth [will bk (5 [ok [H3 [ol [H4 [ahd [T5 Nisan [(following (212D [dhy [Adar [Sheni) Wl bk
+6,[#M, [k [#5. [Ed. @pology Fdr[giving[ybualhbadache; réreading the Above [ight
help.] Mhislyar [RH [oh Shabbat, [Pksach [bkgins oh Muesday [(Monday [night[Séder).
Pesach id[+B.Mhatlchn lohly bk id RIIR [thonth [ykarbalith fdll [Gheshvan ahd Kiislev.
Knowinglthe[D/W [of [RH ahd [Pesach idlehoughtd [describe the hole [ykar.
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SARA, RACHEL
and CHANA

Throughoutthelyear,leach[Shabbatiwe
readone[{or[sometimes(two) portions
fromtheTorahlinCthelorderthatthey
appearLlin[the[Torah. Butlon[holidays
thatCichanges.IAspecial _readingCwas
chosenlby(the[Rabbis(forlits relevance
toll theJ specialJ day.[] What(] isCl the
significancelinthe[sections_chosen[to
befeadfor(Rosh(HaShana?

ThelTreadingforthe firstrday ofTRosh
HaShanalisL VAHASHEMIPAKADCET
SARAH(B'reishit121) MG Jremem[]
bered(Sarah's(barrennessland(blessed
herCwithJalCchild.CThistiesLinCtothe
Haftara®l (Shmuell Alefll 1,2)0] about
Chana's[barrenness.[Welsee[Chana's
frustration,[disappointmentfand(feelings
of futility lwithher life[without(children.

ThelHaftara relates'how[Chanarwould
goleachlyearand[pray(for_alchild. It
relateshow(shewas(soldesperateforia
childthat alongwith[_her[_prayers[she
madeaNEDERMavowthat(iflHashem
would(IgivelTher(]allchild,[IshelJwould
dedicatelhimtolserving[lHashem.[IThis
isCgreatlselflsacrifice.Sheliswillingto
giveloverlall’her[dreams[andlhopes.
Everything[that_she prayed(forduring
alll’thoselongyearsCoflinfertilityishe
offers(] tolJ Hashem.J Whatl amazing
spiritual ] greatness! 7 What[J MESIRUT
NEFESH Tself(sacrifice.

Whatlis(linterestinglis(thatlit'seemsthat
her[Jwillingness(tol]sacrificelJis[lwhat
grantsherthe[privilege of[lbearing_a

child.CWhenman(puts[the[service of
Gldbefore hisCowndesiresthen[Gd
reciprocates andlirewardshim[with[the
means(tolrealize his[goalsandfulfill'his
dreams.[Thislis[very[clearlin thelcase
ofJChanalbutlJisJalsothelIcaseIwith
SarahlJwhoIsuggested(ithatJAvraham
take[Hagar(tolbear(children[when(she
couldn'ttandRachelwholallowedand
evenlhelped(Leahtolreplaceherliin
marriage[toYaakov. When[they(forfeit
theirlmostpreciousdreams(tolalhigher
causel[Ithat'sCwhen(their[prayerslare
answered.

Welreadabout[allthese[threeligreat
women,[] on[] Rosh(1 HaShana.[l (The
Haftarall of thelJsecondl]day ] of (]RH
includesRachellandherlinvolvementlin
Gld's_promisesof Geula.)[OurSages
statel that[all[ three werel[granted[ their
desireslon[Rosh['HaShana. May! their
greatness[] inspire[] usl] this[l Rosh
HaShana.

Rachellwaited['seven(lyears( tolimarry
Yaakov.[On(heriweddinglday[her(father
tricked(lYaakov[and[replaced[ herlwith
herUsisterlLeah.lRachel's[igreatness
waslIseen[lwhenlishellgavelloverlthe
secret[ signs’shel hadwith Yaakov( to
her(sister(Leah(sollLeahwouldnothave
tolbelembarrassed.

According( tol thel Ishbitzur Rebbel one
oflithellreasons(for(Jourl]eating(the
SIMANIMC[Msymbolic[IfoodsJonJRosh
Hashanalis(because(oftheselsigns/that
RachellvolunteeredtolLeah.[This(self
sacrificel on[her part’acts/as[aligood
signfor_uslin(Gld's eyes andlreminds
usOwhatwe CshouldUstrive CforCinCJour
characteribuilding(this(year.
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OnelofJthe JsymbolicCfoods[that[ithe
Talmud(l saysl] isl) eatenl] onlJ Rosh
HaShanaleveninglis(dates IITAMAR.

WelsaylYEHIITRATZONISHEYITAMU
SONEINUL [1J May(J itC beJ Your[ will,
Hashem,[] that[] ourl] enemies(] be
consumed.[Welalsol[pray[that TAMAR,
allbitternesswill(cease.

OtherlsuggestionsofJwhatcouldbe
saidland(thought(whileleating[the[date
are:

AllfsingleslinfourCmidstishouldhavela
goodDATE Ithat(leads[tora[DATE [for
theirlwedding.

And(Ithe I DATE[IshouldIcomellwhen
Gilad [ Shalit[] will ] be [ released(] from
prison.[Letluslalllpraythatthe datewill
belthisflRosh[HaShanaljustllike[Yosef
wasreleasedIfrom[Iprison_onJRosh
HaShana.

Herelis[al recipe for aldatefilled
dessert.[ShanalTova.
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DATEFILLED
SEMOLINAICOOKIES

Dough:
1kgsemolinatflour
1lcup(flour
1lcuplsugar
28gbakingpowder
20gvanillalsugar
1lcuploil
1%2lcupswater

Filling:
500g(pitted(dates
1lcupwater
2(Tbsp. ol
50g[choppedinuts
Yeltsp.[cinnamon

Syrup:
500g(sugar
2(cupsiwater
juicelof[Vzllemon

Mix drylingredients. Add il and water
and(kneadlintodough.[Cook dates(in
oillJandDwaterCoverlow( flameuntil it
thickens.[] Add(] nuts(] and(] cinnamon.
CooksyruplingredientsLoverllow(flame
tillC'sugar meltslandal thick [ _syruplis
formed.[IDivide[ldough(lintoJtwo.Roll
eachJ out] very(] thin(J (20x30cm)] on
slightly[ oiled[] surface.[] Smear(] each
doughwithhalflofthe[datefilling.Roll.
Slicediagonallyinto15cmJslices Jand
bake[] 20125171 minutes(] at[1 180°C7 till
golden. Diplcookies(inthelsyrup.
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W iDDLES

Prizes(for[ best[Solution[sets (whenlawarded)lare
furmshed[ﬁy[NoamBroduchons@nd/or[Blg[Deal

Lastlissue’s({NitzavimVayeilech) T Triddles:

[1] Some Natural Cloves

Take the first(letter [of(the [firstfword[and [the [first
twoletters|afthe ext fwo Words[andyoulgetSland
NaCl,fwhich[is [SULFUR[and [SALT, [which[is [GOFRIT
VAMELACH... [inthe [description of(the [ devastation
that Wil come ffom furning laway ffom G[d.

[2] Cearniwell the [@sson of Exile

Part[of[ that[_punishmentireferred [ to[in[[1][is
VAYASHLICHEIM..."And [He [cast themtoanother
land, Cas(this[very[day."[ThisCmeansexile.[ The
LAMED[of[VAYASHLICHEIMIis [written[extra [large by
alSOFERCinCalSeferTorah.[LAMED is[telated[to
LOMEID, FoTearn.[Hence, [learn [well (The [Tesson [of
exile.

[3] Bugusta [Aternational Raceway

Itlis[is[al multiluse [ motorsports facility[located [in
Hephzibah, [ Georgia, [ just[ south[ of[ Augusta.[ The
name [0f(the fown[domesfrom [(HEFTZI[BAH, which
occurslin[Yeshayahu 62 [{the[haftaralof [ Nitzavim)
andlConcelin[Melachim[Bet. [t literally[means 1My
desirelislin[Rer".[There[is[a[kibbutz With[the [Same
name [upnorth.

[4] PILAGICHERPAK

Theselarefwo[Russian[Wwords[{in[fransliteration).
PILAli$(d[saw, which(dan(be Usedland dftenlis [to
cutlwood. [ CHERPAKTis[ al dipper(or(ladlelused(to
drawlwater(from[albarrel[{or(somethingLlike that).
Hence, [ they[ tepresent MEICHOTEIVLEITZECHALAD
SHO'EIVIMEIMECHA Illyoulare all standingbefore
GIdthisday... fromyourwoodcuttersfoyour water
drawers.

[5] IE's Ehe @nly @ne @f @bout 240 f them
thatTradition Shys should definitely bee
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AlVery[common[way_of writing[al[ Sefer[ Torah[]
althoughlitCisChotfrequired [TTisthatCalmostLall
columnsIstartiwith[alVAV.[In(fact,therelare [exactly
five[columns!inthese(kinds[6f Torah[scrolls(that[do
not(startiwith[aVAV.Withroughly[245columns(in(a
Torah,[ 240 startCWwithCaVAV.[ButCofall[ those
columns, [only[dne Has!a [firm tradition(to (begin With
alword[ that[begins[with[a[VAV. The top[of[ the
Haazinu[ song[columnlis(from[Vayeilech:[V'A'IDA.
Andlwill[calllipon heaven(adnd earth(ds witnesses,
says[Moshe.["And[that'sCwhat["he "does[Jat[the
beginning [of(Haazinu.V'A'IDAlis[the [anly[one[dfthe
240(0r(soVAV(columns|that's(@(Traditional must.

[6] Goingin @hd igoing kot

Parshat(VayeilechlWas(read|tiice inthelyear(5769.
Nolother[$edralis ever[tead[twice[ (as[alweekly
portion, thatlis). OnlyMayeilech. This year({5769), it
was[ read[on[thefirst[Shabbat of the[year and,
togetherCwith[Nitzavim,[itCwas feadon[thelast
Shabbat(of[the[year. GOINGLIN [and [GOINGLOUT.
Vayeilech(being(readtwicelin(a[year dccursabout
30%ofthe[time.[And, about[{the exact same
about) [30%ofther [years, Vayeilech[is [riot read!at
all.[{Not[dccurate, ittwould(be read(atMinchaof the
last[Shabbat,but(riotthe whole[Sedra.)That(leaves
about[40%(of(the [fime When Vayeilechis [read just
once [[Sometimes (at the Beginning[of (the [year(and
sometimes/atthelend.

[7] equus Quaggatraversingperambulators'
instructions

Equus(quaggalis(the(scientificiname(for(the(Zebra.
Ttraversingmeans(drossing, SolWe have[thezebra
crossingl Tthat(is, al crosswalk “at[manylal street
corner.[_ Perambulators[are“walkers,[_pedestrians.
TheirCinstructionsCare [conveyed[inClsrael Cbythe
figurelof(alred manstanding!still (DON'TWALK)(@nd
of(dlgreenmanwho@ppears(to bewalking.[Hence
thisLtrafficLlight[for[ walkers[ tepresents NITZAVIM
(standinglstill) [@nd VAYEILECH, [@nd[he went...

[8] Rose'sebellious buffalo
Thelanimal(referred(folin(the [haftaralas[a[M'RILis
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probably(a(fatted(dow. In[modern[Hebrew, d[M'RIlis
albuffalo.[MERICmeans [tebellion. The actress[who
playedSallyLon(thel old[Dick[van[Dyke[Showlwas
Rose[Marie.[Sol[this[TTriddle translatesCas[Marie
Meri,M'ri.

[9] Bdivisibility fixesiLjitsu

The(meaning(of(the Words[has rolrelevance(to the
solution o [thisTTriddle. What[is relevant[isthe fact
thatthereldrelexactly[11 [dotsiaverithe'slandI's(in
theselthree[Words, [justlas(therelare[above[the
letters[of the words, [LANUTULVANEINUTAD [midway
throughParshat [Nitzavim. Those[dots, By the (way,
can[belseenlinllast week's[ParshaPix[abovelthe
family.

Thelfirst
SecudaSh'lishit
ofthelyear

TheGrearCve're[RalkingChbouts[5770
which[Begins[dn[Shabbat[Rosh[MaShana.
That[day[id [the[first[day [df(the [dew[year
and[dts(irstCShabbat. L And CbneLbf[ the
mitzvot[bf[Shabbat[is [duite Cdbften[dadly
neglected[dn[the[Mery[day[that[Welrhust
beldn dur [Bestbehavior. The fikst[Shabbat
of[dheyear[potentially[dets[Patterns[for
theholelykar[tblcbme.

Seuda[3h'lishitCk[Particularly CdifficultCdn
Rosh[HaShanalthat[fhlls[dn[Shabbat.[We
getlHomel[Thter[than[dsual (from [shul,[do
lunch$[daten[Taterthan[dsual.[And[ds[d
festive[{yes,[proper[for[Rosh[(HaShana
too) [ Yom[Tovlineal, CitCvill Cdften[Tast
longer[than[lisual. COThenCkheres[the
evening[Yom[Tov[ineal Cbf[the[3econd
night[df(Rosh [(HaShanaltb [anticipate,[dnd
that[hakes[dqueezing[ih[d[third[Shabbat
meal[ploblematiclahd/or [ehsilyfdrgotten.

Hence, [this[dolumn. [Tk [k [duggested [that
weldhould[plan[dnLdplitting[the [daytime
Rosh[HaShana[theal i [tvo. [Pick algoint ]
youllkhow [ybur[ohenulahd[Whatever[dther
factors[Will[Be[idvolved [[Tahd [Bench.[Then
take [alT5 20 [mhinute [darning (bireak [Ihot[a]
bad[ideafdr[Rosh[HaShanalafternoon,ahd
thenWashbr[HaMotzildn[d[dew[det[df
Lechem[Mishna[fbr[the[dest[df[the[theal,
which[$ [dow[SeudalSh'lishit[fbr[Shabbat.
Tryldot[tb[eht[tbo[mhuch, [sb[that ou [ill
have[ahappetiteforthe [night[meal.

Ifyou[dre[thinking[df[Being[Myotzei"[the
third(Shabbat[dneal (Wvith[Anything[bther
than [d[neal Lvith (HaMotzi, [dalk ik Cdver
withybur[Rlav,[tb[decide[dn[the[propriety
oflthe[different[dptions.[Remember [that![it
is[(Rosh[HaShanaldnd[Yom[Tov, Butl[it's

| —

also[Shabbat.
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THEWUERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFUJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson(#[492
The Brachot/of [Eirusin

Weow (find [Gurselves (dt[the Wwedding.

As[asl stated[ several [ times[ before:[ the
marriagel ceremonyl as[ wel havel itl how
combines [twoldistinct[tituals:[(1)[thatlof
kiddushinUor[eirusin; Jand [(2) Cthat[Jof
nissuin( | (marriage).[ ] Thereforel ] all[ ] the
blessings [ (brachot) ] ofl]kiddushin[land
nissuinarelall [said within minutes(of/éach
other[sincelin[most[Situationsthenissuin
follows![ the[ kiddushin[ by[just[ minutes.
Usually(theltimelinterval [thatlit[takes[to
read(the ketubaland[thetime[that[alrabbi
gives| thel¢couple his[blessings andgood
wishes.

Therelarelauthorities[Who [ frown[lipon[a
wedding(taking[placelin(d[synagogue. Itlis
too(much/(like the[custom oflthe heathens
whohave[their[weddingslin[their[houses
oflJ worship.[] Let’s[] assumel | that] the
weddinglis(beingheldlin[ahotel [or in its
courtyard[in[ Jerusalem.[ The[ guests[ are
arrivingl and[ parking[their[cars, or[there
mayl | bel] valetl] parking.[l Theyl[] are
assemblinglin[the[reception room[‘and
therelis(alspecial [¢hair[off(to the(sidelon
which[] thel] kallal] is[J sitting[ | and[] in
attendancel are[ usually[ her[ mother, [ her
motherlindaw[tol[be, other[telatives and
someloflher friends.

Thel chatan(is[in[ his[ room[ with[male
relatives[Jand[ /friends, [ Jand [ Jusually[Jthe
rabbil“'who [ will [perform[the[‘ceremony.
Thenusuallythe[blanks[in[thelketuba
document(] arel[] there(] filled[] in,[] and
sometimelitlis(signed [by(the[Wwitnesses to

the Ketuba, [(sometimes [the Ketubawill (be
signed[under[ the[‘chupalas[part[ ofl the
wedding[ | ceremony).[] Sometimes[ the
chatan(says/aldvar(Torah.

ThelShulchan[Aruch(states[that[any[man
who [betroths/alwoman [Whether[in[person
or[1byllsending[Jan(]agent Ito[ldol[]the
betrothal,either[the manor[his[agent
must[tecite blessings[(brachot)of erusin.
Aslstated(by[Ramalin his[émendations[in
Shulhan[JAruch[the[lcustom[is[that[the
groom/[does not(tecite[the blessings. [One
oflthelreasons(givenlis/hot/tol émbarrass
thosel[grooms[wholare not able[to[make
theblessings.

The(blessings are(madebeforethelactlas
anytime(almitzvalis[tfobelperformed. The
blessing| states, “Who[ has[sanctified [ us
with[J His[J commandments[] and[] has
commanded(] us[] concerning[ forbidden
connections and[ has[ forbidden[us[those
who(] are[] merely(] betrothed, ] but(] has
allowedto is[thosewholare married tois
through [ chupaland[betrothal,[Praised[be
Youllwho[Jhas[Jsanctified]Your[Ipeople
Israel through(chupaland kiddushin.”

Alquestion[is[taised (why[theusual[short
form(of(blessing(ismotised, suchds(Who
has[commanded[us(to betroth[a Wwoman.
Alsolitlismotlal¢common [practice(tohave
albrachalinclude(d[negativelaspect.[(When
weleat[ i meat! lwelldon’t[Isay[ lwho[has
prohibited [Ito[lusTmeat[taken[Jfrom[Jan
animal[without(proper(slaughter.Also(the
blessing[mentions[¢hupa,(and there Wwere
times[When[thelerusin, betrothal[camela
longtime[before there was misuinunder|a
chupa?(] It[] has[] been[] suggested[] that
obviously[thel taking[al wife[ under[ the
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chupalis[ hotl the[true[ commandment[ in
thislinstance.[Theltrue[ commandment/(is
for(thelcoupletolhavelchildren. Butlsince
theJSages[ldid[notJwant[to[Thave[Jthe
ceremony[ performed[without[any[bracha
atlall, theylinstituted the brachalin(this
placelin(themarriagederemony. Anldther
answer| given[is[that[the[brachalrefers to
Hashem /[ Ibetrothing[Ithe[ 1Jewish[Ipeople
through] kiddushin.[] Thel] kiddushin
referred(fo (herelis the [betrothal thattook
placelatl1Mount[ Sinail lwhen1Hashem
betrothed(the Jewishpeople(to Him.

Rambaml | states( | that[] any[] man[] who
betrothsalwoman[whether[in[person[or
though[anlagent[ has[ tol makelal bracha
prior[tolthe kiddushinlas[isldonelin[the
performanceofall Cmitzvot[and[ifl tthe
brachalofkiddushinwas[omittedfromthe
ceremonylit[cannot[belrecitedatlallater
time Becauselitwill belablessingmadelin
vain. Thatwhichhasbeenldoneldannotbe
undonehere. Iflthe[¢eremony!is[proceed [
ingwithout[the[ blessings[ having[ been
said,[Jthey( Ishould[IbelJsaid [ during[ Ithe
ceremonyl when[ remembered. [ It[is/ then
accounted (as[it[was[daid beforelthelact(as
is[the properprocedure[Wwithall[brachot.
Especiallyldccording/tbthe opinionwhich
Il ¢ited[abovelthatl the[brachalis[hotl for
thiscouple[but ! Irather[ Ifor[ the[ 1Jewish
people, [ thelbrachal tanbel madel atl any
time[duringthe(deremony.

Evenlifl thel betrothal is[ to[ bel achieved
through¢ohabitation,[the brachamustibe
made.Itlis[tecited [in[the [presenceloflten
menl according[ to[ the opinion[that[this
blessing(tequiresten men(present. [This[in
spite[oflthe fact/that[the[cohabitation(will
oflnecessity/belsomeltime(later[after(the
couplehas[left[ thel ten[ men[ when[the
brachallwas[Jrecited.[JAruch ThaShulhan
quotesalpagelinlthelJerusalem Talmud

that[ ifl thel kiddushin[lis[ to[ bellaccom![]
plished [lby[lcohabitation, Ino[brachal lis
recited.

Thelendloflthelbrachalhasevolved over
thelJcenturies.[ IRambam! /concludes|the
brachal] “Blessed[] are] Youll Who([] has
sanctified[] Israel”.[] But[) most[] of[] the
authorities[ conclude[the[brachalaslitlis
currentlydone,[5*... Who[8anctifies[Y our
peoplel] Israell] throughl] chupall and
kiddushin”.[1 Rambam/[] writes[ | that[] the
groom/[should(tecitelthe[blessings. And[if
the[ betrothal [ lis laccomplished[ 'with[lan
agent, [ then[the[lagent[Jmust[recite[the
blessings.[Rambamadds(that(the brachot
should belorganizedwith(d[cup [0fwinelor
other(strong[drink[and(thebrachalover(the
winelis madel first.[If(no[Wwinelor[strong
drinklis[available, [thebrachalofkiddushin
is[ recited [ without[ the[ blessing[ for[ the
drink.

Therelshouldlin(the[first(instance be ten
men[present[when[the[betrothal [blessing
is[recited.[ The[Wwitnesses[and[thel groom
arellincluded[Jin[ithe[lten Cpeople. ['Even
relatives(are(counted. [There(may[beltimes
when(itlis[hot[ possible[to assemblelten
men.[Therelare[views[both[ways whether
thebracha may belsaid anyway.

IfTfor[some(reason[the betrothal [blessing
wasnot(said(dtthetime[ofBetrothal there
islopinion thatlit[¢an[belsaid[later[under
the[chupalvith[the brachot oflmarriage.
Therelare[communitiesthat(if(the[betro[]
thal[ brachot[ were( said[at[ the kiddushin
they(can(beltepeated atithe nisuin. These
arel some [ oflthe[seemingly(tather[$imple
rules.[/But( Ithere[ Ishould[ Jalways[ /bel]a
wellversed tabbiltolofficiate[because 3o
many(things/canhappen(todomplicatethe
ceremony.

Asl[welknow[ thel ceremony! takes/ place
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underlal canopy,| called(al¢hupah. Itliay
belpermanentlylin(placeorlitmay rest(on
four[Ipoleslleach[Ipolelbeing[held[ by
another(man.

ThelJ rabbill whol! will[l conduct[] the
proceedingsl imayl bel standing inder[ the
chupah, [as[maybed[cantor[iflonelis to[be
used[during/the[ceremony.

Thelgroom [reaches(thechupah(dnd [stands

beneathit. Hemayhavemarcheddown(a

aisle[to[ reach[the[place, often accom/]
panied (By(his[parents(orby(his father(and

thelfather[ oflthe[bride.[Thelblessings of

erusinlare(recited.

After[the[blessings are[kaid, the[act[ bf
kiddushinlis[performed,(such(ds(the[goom
putting(the(ting[on[the[bride’s fingerland
reciting:(Hareilat....

Theselblessingslarelsaid[whilelholdingla
cuplofliwine["as[Jare[many[Jceremonies
where[lallcupllof(Iwinel]adds[Ito[]the
solemnityl ofl helsituation. [If[thereis[ho
winelor[other[beverage,[the[blessinglare
saidJwithout[lallcup[loflwine.[JIf[Ithe
blessings[oflkiddushin[were not[inadelat
theltime[of[betrothal (they are[mot[said at
theltime oflnissuin.

AtlleastThalfUseriouslisOthelsuggestiondforlthe
followingISIMANIMUon[RH[hight:(theseliitems
shouldObellinedOuplasUalgroup)ULettuce,Thalflla
raisin, [nd($talk[bfleelery(Ithen($ay,

Letlisthavelaltaiselnlsalary.

Track&(Field... BoththighGump n2%39 NY*9p
andpolefvault VN2 N> 9PlLiselhpparatus
whichlincludestaltrosshar.lWhichlis "'Iﬂ_
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In‘theTorah,[Rosh[HaShanalis(called
YOMLT'RU'A(al day[of _blowing[the
trumpets;(/Bamidbar(129:1).[JAlthough
trumpetsarelgenerallylsounded(Ion
joyouslJoccasions,heretheltrumpet
or,[more(specifically(the’shofar{ram's
horn)(J signifies(] all solemn(] holiday,
whenlCwelarelallputCon(trial, Cwelall
stand(] beforel[1thel] supremel] Judge,
GId.[This(trial[continueslfor( 10l days
untillYom[Kippur.

OnrRoshHaShana, accordingltolthe
Mishnal{inTractateCRoshHashana),
"AllJinhabitants1of(]the[l earth[] pass
beforeHim[[G[d](like “sheep[(kivnei
maron)."] OurlJ heavenlyJ Shepherd,
Gld, counts[ eachland[every one[ of
us,[determininglwhat ourfate[willlbe
in(theL.cominglyear.[This[statementlis
thelIbasis[lof[Jthe[Iwelllknown[Ipiyyut
(sacredpoem),[UNETANEHITOKEF,
whichOisOrecitedJinCshulTJonT1Rosh
Hashana(] and(1 Yom[ Kippur,[J and
includesthemovingfwords™"'Whowill
liverandiwhowillidie, whowillfestrand
whowilllcontinuallyfwander."

Obviously,[1 Roshl1 HaShanall doesn't
appear(tolbelaljoyous[holiday: "How
canllwellrejoicelifClwellarepassing
underthelstaffCofCourCShepherdCand
dolnotl know([whatl thel futureholds?
Welarel fearful_andtense;[thus,on
thisCholiday, theTalmudCinformsus,
weldolhot recite[Hallel[TTthe songrof
praisel thatlispartCof theliturgyion
Jewish(] festivals:[1 "Thel] ministering
angels(Isaidto[IGd,['Masterlof[ the
Universe,[wWhyrdoes(lsraellhot[singra
songlofipraisefon/RoshiHaShanaland
YomKippur?''WhilelaKing(sits(on(his
thronelwith(the Book[ofl Liferand the
Book[of Deathlopen(before Him,'[G(d
replied, 'canllIsraelJsing[JalJsongJof

praise?"
CrowningGldanew

However, Lif Cwel takeJallookJat[the
differentlversions[of the Mishna, we
canlJsuggestithatperhapsiithetext
shouldreadnot kivneil_maron, but
rather kivinumeron(lTlike[battalions
paradingbeforetheKing.

Thislinterpretation.changesthemean(]
ing[] immediately’ andl] dramatically.
According(to(it,'welarel not[onlyon
trial, lbutratherfwerareparticipatingrin
all military[] parade( tol[] celebrate(] a
joyous[! occasionl] (11 namelyl] the
coronationof(1GldTas1KingJofJthe
entireluniverse. Thus, welcan(say(that
RoshHaShanarisactually[toncerned
primarilyfwithcrowning(Gldanewlas
ourCheavenly[King, andthatlwe must
soundrthefrumpets(infjoyiohonorHis
coronation.[1\WelImuststandproudly
beforeGld[Massoldiers,landdeclare
withCutmostsolemnitythe[fact of(His
dominion.

Therabovelinterpretationiéxplainsiwhy
on[RoshHaShanalweldolhotlrecite
Selichot[ITthepenitential prayerswe
recite(] before] Rosh[1 Hashanall and
throughCYom Kippur,finfwhichfwelask
Gdrtoforgivelourlsins.ntightrofithe
above,[] wel] canl] seel] thatl] Rosh
HaShanal] has[ two veryl] different,
seemingly(contrary, aspects:[ Onl the
onel] hand,] wel] fear[] thell King's
judgmentiand,lon(thelotherthand,(we
stand(tall before Him[‘as[ soldiers[in
Hislheavenlyregallarmy.

Theseltwolelementsimayseem(tolbe
contradictory,Cbuttogethertheygive
Rosh(HaShanalits[uniquelcharacter.
Duringllits[Itwoldays,Jwellare[]both
fearfulJ andJ proud.] Wel find[J this
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combinationlin(thel[Torah:["youl stand
this(dayallCoflyoul before THaShem
your[G(d;[your[captains[oflyour(tribes,
yourlelders,[and yourlofficers, withrall
oflIsrael"[{D'varim29:10).[Rashilcites
alMidrashAggadalthatconnectsithe
beginningof this Torah[readingwith
thelendlofltheprevious(parsha.

InftheMatterlisfablood chillingdescrip’
tionCof(Jourfate Ishouldwedisobey
Gld:[1 disease, ] devastation, ] banish(]
ment,allifeCof(lconstantfear.[JRashi
states:["When(lsrael heard alllof(the
98 curses,their faces werel[palelas
chalklas(theylasked Moses, "Howwill
welbelabletogorlonliving,[ how that
we[Jhavellsuch(lknowledge(of(Iwhat
mightJbefall Jus?'C Moses[Jcomforted
them,saying,'Youlstand this[dayrall
ofllyoullbefore[[HaShem[lyourIGld[ ][]
althoughyoulhavelangered(GIdlin(the
past,[youlhavelsurvivedtolthisCday.
Takerheart."

Eachllyearliwelllook I backllon(]the
previous] 120 monthsJandfearthe
consequences( of lour[_pastactions( ]
notronlyratithelpersonalllevel,lbutrat
thelnationallevelrasiwell.[Ourbank
balance"[of[lgood deeds[andbadlis
frightening. Thelblowingrofltheshofar
isC] unnerving.[ Yet,[T our(] anxiety(] is
countered( bylthe[knowledgelthat[we
havesurvived(for(135000years[Jasa
nation) despite[] persecutions] and
holocausts.

RashiCendsChisCinterpretation _of the
abovelverse[withfanlemphasis.on(the
wordCHAYOML (this(day):'ThelTorah
says,"YoulstandlthisTdayalllof"you
beforelTHaShemyourIGrd.'TJustTas
day[] neverl] ends,[] butl] constantly
passes(ifromIdarkness[itollightCland
backragain,similarly,([Gldrhas(shone

Hislightluponlyoulinithelpastiand will
continueltoldosolinthefuture.[The
cursesand(thesuffering_enumerated
herel] help[] maintain(]youl]and[they
causelyoultolstandlerect andlproud
before Him."[(D'varim(29:10)

ITwillléndiwiththeltraditional blessing:
"Maythislyearrandlitsfcursesendrand
may!(the New(Year[ withlits[blessings
now(begin."
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