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Gan:llle :Iiht_“‘s unitofd0,@url@dmiration@nd@ppreci
. and Havdala times ationOd of O AvrahamO AvinuO is even
Israel Standard Time greater.

AlthoughdifferentCcommentariesChave
differentOlistsd of(dthed 100 tests of
Avraham, [fhefhostldommon(istBegins
andl@ndsith[@Mech@'cha.

For[those[Chot[familiarClvithOralmudic
Aramaic,[KAMACmeans[the(formerlCor
ealierdfBwoldrhore@emsE@ndBATRA
is(theatter.(LECHL'CHALKAMALgives
thisCveek'sCsedralitsChame. [GLd[told
AvrahamIbéavelRis(Aomeland
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Lech(l'cha sTATS

3rd [sddra [oI[(54; 3d [of (12 [id (Blreishit
Written Loh (208 (Tihes [in[aTS8fer [Tdrah, (rdnks 23 rd
1[Phrshiyot; Bopen, (4 clbsed

126 Lpdsukim (Tinks (13 th (TIsAme [ad [Rlei
but [nétably [sthaller [tHan [Rlei linl[odher [cdtegories

1686 [wbrds [[Tdnks [[th

6336 [Tekters [TIAnks [[9th

Ranks [Tth [od (T2 [inl(Blreishit [il(all [cdtegories
Shorter[tHan [aVerage [psukim

MITZVOT

| [mitzva [{ositive), (ndmely, (BRIT(MILA

Wﬂﬂn [Ilmlle [M““TH cont.[from[d.2

Alweekly TT feature! tohelp| clarify! practical land _conceptual
aspects' of 1 thel) Jewish”| Calendar,  thereby enhancingllour
appreciation of Gd's giftto uslof HaChodesh'HaZeh'Lachenm...

itOkMot[@dvisabledt@lIHoVaituntil[d
Motza'eil5habbat[koltlose[to[thel[KL
deadline.Friday[hightOsCktillChotCan
option,[nlesstisfhelastdpIMWhichit
isn't,thisthonth.

Peoplefwholare[ery[Mmakpid"on[KL,
especiallyfhel@spectdfldoingit@s[Soon
asl[possibleFromXheJirstCopLonward,
oftenChavelolsay[KLCbn[theirCown[T]
whichOs[Cpermissible,CalbeitChotddeal.
However[Cmany[people[dsay[KLCWwhen
whole[dcongregationsCaresayingit,
there[@reltelativelyWery fewlivhoOwill
doOk[dn[dheirfown.[Orivholwill[go[dut
late[@t[hightOwhenOhelSkyQvasldloudy
earlierfin@hel&vening,kolCeheckforla
"clearShot"@tHheMoon.[WeHRopefhat
ourTfocus"[dbn[Kiddush[l'vanalinthis
columnChasOgnited(@nCénthusiasmor
KLOnGSomelof[heT Treaders. OfCKLOs
considered[@feceptionEbrhelSh'china,
then[k[deserves[mothingesshanl&n(]

thusiasm@ndfull[dommitment.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

NumbersOnJsquare[brackets]Carethe
MitzvaldountCbfCBeferCHaChinuchCAND
Rambam’sOSeferd0HaMitzvot.JA=ASEI
(positivelitzva); OL=LAVprohibition).
X:YOsOhePerek@ndpasuk@romDihich
thelmitzvaldomes.
[P>X:YZ)]@ndOS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startCofCJaparshalp‘tuchallorCIs'tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasuk[of[ihe
beginningOofCtheparsha; (Z) DisCkhe
numberdfl@'sukimihfheldarsha.

Kohen([IErst[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [IIIR: | I3

[P> 12:109)] GdOtellsO(notelthe
softerlVAYOMERUratherOthanOthe
harsherIVAIDABER)0Avra(tha)m0to
leavel hisll land,0 birthplacell and
father'slhomelandlgoltol"thellLand
whichOOwilllkhowlyou".

SPY: '"Leavell your[ land, [ birthplace,
father'slhouse."[Rambanlexplains(thatéach
"point[lof! |departure" lwas| | progressively
moreldifficult_for Avraham.[Leavinglbne's
landlisUdifficult, levenimore 5o if helwas
bornlthere. Leavingl one's| familylis most
difficult.[Rambansays [ that! the Torahlis
showingus(thel greatléxtentlofl Avraham's
lovelofIGld.

Someone(raises|alquestionlon(thisIRamban.
Whatbassoldifficultlin(Avraham'sleaving
thel placel wherel hel was! ridiculed, | persel]
cutedland thrownlinto 4| fieryfurnace for
hislbeliefs.[(Wouldlhelnotlhavelleftjoyfully?
Thel questionlactually! tarries|the answer.
ThelRambanwaspointinglout|alsignificant
aspect of “human| nature. Nomatter how
bad| conditions| are, [ how! much( al person
wants| albetter!life, therel still [ will always
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remainlalsadness andregretforlthe""good
oldUdays"and “thelold country”’ [1Teven
whenlthey weren 't solgood.  This aspectlof
human! naturelexplainsalot[lof! Jewish
History.

GldOpromisesOthatOalgreatnation
willldescenddfromOhimO(Avraham)
andlthatthelwilllbelhblessingorlhll
(hislescendantsthndbllthelworld).

SPT: Avratha)m(] is[] promised|] great
rewardsland! benefits| for!listeningto Gd.
Yetpasuk(4statesthatlhewent"las Gldlhad
spokenlto him".[His"aliya"lis¢considered|a
test(of hisfaith.[He passed|this|test because
hel camel tolthel Land! because Gldlasked
himlto, motlforianymaterial promises.

Thel[dallfodheOewo[domeldn[Aliya
continues.JTHEO onlyO reald "right"
reasontoCtomelds[becausedtdsCh
mitzval@ndhisisWhat[Gld[Wants[df
us.[MITZVATCHASHEMLCAnd[R'TZON
HASHEM. O AllCI blessings 1 thatd will
followhre[Fringe[benefits.Andthe
difficultiesCbneCmightCéncounterCare
partsdofdthedtestd of dourfaith.
AvrahamOAvinuOed[theCwayCwhen
therelWere[mo[Aliyal3hlichim@ndho
Nefesh[Ob’Nefesh[toIfacilitateAliya
and[K'lita.CActually, (there[Cvas[One
ShaliachDAliyaCandCOne[Csupporter,
andlelsStillihThatdole.

Cominglon[Aliyal¥ialadnEL[ALplane
is[@asierlthanlAvraham@ndSaraBad
it. Butlit(kModkssldfldldommandBy
GOdOtoOthedescendantsOofJthat
specialfirstOcoupleCofdthe[ewish
People.

Avra(ha)mlwasl750yearsloldOatOthe
timelhelcameltolEretzOYisraellwith
Sara(i),0 nephewl Lot,0 andl many
peoplelwholwerelbroughtloverlto
monotheisml byl Avratha)ml and
Sara(i).

[P> 12:10029)] Drivenlfrom0Othe
LandObylalfamine,0 AvrahamUOand
SarallgolldownltolEgypt.OTheirlplan
isOtolsaylthatltheylarelbrotherdand
sister,0ratherdthan0Oriskd Avraham's
beinglkilled.

Midrash[P'li'a(points(tothisC&pisode
as proofd thatd oned mayO violate
Shabbatfo[3ave[Someonel&lse'sife.
TheldeathatConeCmayiolate[Cbne
Shabbat3othatCheOwillCbeCable[To
keepany$habbatotldffthefuture
fromV'CHAIBAHEM Mk [partfoflihe
understanding[dfffhe[Torah's[Permis
sionfoMiolate[ShabbatfoSaveldne's
ownlife.Mhis[BermissionldanBelSeen
tod bed extendedd by[d Avraham's
request@o[SarahhatlSshelputherself
atldskdb[Savedim.

SDY: RambanCstates that ) "Avra(ha)m
sinned!lallgreat!|sinl](inadvertently)" by
leavinglthelland toWhich|G d had sent him
(even[though(there wasla famine) Land(by
risking(Sarai'slifeland honor|bylaskinglher
tolsay that(shewaslhis|sister. [Rambanlalso
saysthatlas"punishment"for goingldown
into Egypt,[ Avraham'sdescendantswere
destined ! tol gol downlintol Egypt.[ Onl the
otherlhand... other[sources|teachlus! that
welderivehalachicpermissionltoleave
Eretz[Yisraellin(the éventloflseverelfamine
BECAUSE that's what Avraham|Avinu|did.
Furthermore, ] Pirkeil 1 Avot testifies | that
Avraham[Avinu'passed" all hisT'tests of
faith".[Beingldrivenloutlofl Eretz Yisrael by
the famineland having(tosubjectSarailto
theperilsofU] Paro'sl ) Palacellarel 1 both
counted((bylsome)among(the TenTests of
Faith.[] Howl do] wel] understand (] these
seeminglyl] contradictoryviews]of lwhat
Avraham!did?

Alpossibleanswermightbel thathow[n
personlbehavesinaldifficult situationlis
onelthing, land how! thelsituationaffectshis
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faithUinGldUis another!( thing. [ Gd[ sends
someoneltolanewlland, LandthenlhitsChim
withal famine. [ 1Regardlesslofl lhowthat
someonelhandles|thelsituation, [helinight be
disillusioned, [ tolsay thelleast. [ Thatwould
mean failing[al testof! faith.[That [ didn't
happen!1to 1Avraham. [ \His| \faith! lwas[las
strongllaslever. IRamban | thinks that[ he
erredlinljudgment’asfoiwhatThelshoulddo.
AvrahamU] chosel thel selflhelp, ] HISH
TADLUSoption. His choicelwas"lapproved
of"Ubythe Jsubsequent JhalachicJruling.
Maybelhelshouldlhavel¢hosen(thelstay put
andtrust(in(Gdloption.[Ramban(thinks he
should 1have.[ 1 An[linadvertent(sin, [ 1says
Ramban. Butlinoldeterioration of! faith| for
Avraham. Those areltwoldifferentlissues.

Thislidealis\readily applicablelforimany of
thel situations el asl al community and/or
wel aslindividuals| find ourselves(in, [ from
timeltoltime, [duringlourlifetimes.
Howhvelhandleldlsituation'islonelthingland
what( it does tolusis another. Bothlare
important.| May \Gld[ givel us|lstrengthl to
handlel both ends oflany difficulties ‘well,
and\imayHelspare us(theldifficultieslin(the
firstiplace.[May!Helalways belour OZEIR,
ourMOSHI'A, landour MAGEIN.

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
| | [psukim [[IIR2: 14[13:4

InOEgypt,0Sarai'sbeautylisOnoticed
bylthelpeoplelandOshelisOtakenlto
Par'o'sll palace.l Avratha)m,0as0 her
brother,Oreceivesmanylgifts.0Par'o
andlhisOhouseholdlarelafflictedOby
GMdO asO all punishment( for0 taking
Sarai.lWhen[Par'olfealizeslthatBarai
isthctuallylthelwifeloflAvra(ha)mbhe
confrontsbhim,returnsSarailtolhim
andlthenlhskslthem@olleavelEgypt.

Avra(ha)ml andl company,l laden

withlriches,OreturnltodEretzOYisrael
viatheINegev.Avra(tha)mbeturnsio
the[Altarfhelhadbuiltthndltontinues
tolproclaimGId'sIName.

SDBY: Avraham,on[therunllfrom [ his
hometown, L strangerin_ul strangelland,
hasOhisUchallengesDandtests. [JAvraham
loaded " with[wealthand| prominence, "has
newl Ichallenges|land! Itests.| | Povertyland
faminelarel tests; [ solisUwealth. [AndLitlis
hardtoUknowwhich Uis harder.\In[the
openingl] passagel] of'] Roshl] Chodesh
Benching, ‘welask .G d for many! things 11
longife, CallifeCof! peace, blessings, "etc.
Therelislonelthingwelask fortwice1Yir'at
Shamayim, [ ffear[lofU |G d. 1Why? [ Because
afterlaskingforlit the first(time, Welask for
alllifellof! lwealthland Thonor. UIf lwelare
blessedwith(that, [thenwelmust humbly lask
forlYir'at'Shamayim again, [becauseWwealth
sometimesblinds [ personltolhis[bbligall
tions|to HaShem.

Shhlishi[IThird[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [[I1B:5 18

LotlsolhaslreatBvealth,koollmuch
tolkemaintogetherwithOAvra(ha)m.
QuarrelsObetweenltheirlshepherds
(causedll byl disparatell ethical
standards)Oleadltodalpartingloflthe
ways.ll Avratha)ml givesl LotD "first
choice"Ooflterritory,Dand0hel(Lot)
choosesll thell thenl fertilel areal of
S'dom0andlthelJordanOValley.0The
Torahmakeshpointbtltellingluslbf
thelwickednesslotllS'domUsociety,
anlobviousl criticismOofll Lot'sOdis0
tortedlpriorities.

(This, oo, OsCaltecurring[themeln
JewishOife,CtontainingCivarningsCfor
us[ChllOIkadly, COmany[Dews[moved
awaydromOewish[heighborhoodsto
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places withOd countryd clubs,d golf
courses,d andd otherd "important"
things; Coftenthe3hulsCandSchools
were[d far(d away from their(] new
home...ObutOhey,Oyoulcan'tChave
everything.)

Only[ after] Avratha)ml partsd coml
panyll froml Lot,0 doesl GOdO once
againlappearltodhim,0encouraging
himkolooklovertheOwholedandto
thelnorth,0south,0east,0Jandd0west,
whichlwilllsomeldaybelongltolhis
descendants.0GMMIsoltellsthimlthat
hisll descendantsl willl bell too
numerousll toll count.l (Hidden
message:0Theylwilllsometimeslbe
lowly,HlikeOtheldustlotOthelground,
troddenlunderfootlbylourlenemies.
Contrastll thisl withld thel later
comparisonl toll thel starsl ofll the
heavens,0whichlOhasOthelopposite,
positive,ltonnotation.)

Avratha)ml settlesl inl Hevronl and
buildsthnlhltartolGOd.

SDPT: Onell commentary!] says'| that
althoughl) Avraham!]) knewl] that[] his
spirituality 1was[ | compromised 1 by[] Lot's
presence,lhenonetheless'did not(chase Lot
awaylimmtillhelhad nolchoice.[Avraham felt
alCmoralobligationtotakecarelof! Lot
(including saving[ him Uafter they! parted)
evenl ] though! 1 hel | knewl | that!| Gldl 1 was
"keeping|His distance "WithLotlaround, [so
tollspeak.[] Therel arellsomelinteresting
ramifications| for[us, [of ! this[ behavior[ bf
Avraham's.[[How[ do [ wel viewl timespent
doinglchessedandkiruv, Dor[lHachnasat
Orchim, Lat(the expensel of! Torahllearning
and\personallgrowth. Thinklabout!it.

R'vi‘i [{Eburth[Aliya
20[plsukim [ITH: |

[P> 14:10024)] Thislportionlkellsdof
thelbattledbetweenlthelFourlKings
andl thell Fivel Kingsll andl ofll the
capturell ofll S'dom, 0 includingl Lot.
WhenlAvra(ha)mOhears(from0Og,
“refugee”lfromlthelFlood)JoflLot's
capturelhelsetsloutltolrescuelhim,
takingbwithhimhorcelbfl318.

Rashilfefers[tothedGemaralwhich
suggests[fhat[Avraham@ook[dnly [his
servantCEliezerCwithChimto[trescue
Lot.[Theumeric¥aluelof(fhethame
Eliezer(=[318.[As[G'matriyaldo, dhis
isCdoneOofOmany.dOWhatOmakesOit
unusual,OsXhat[RashilCkaysCitChnd
basest[on@Chumberlnhelext[of
thelTorah.

Avra(ha)ml launchesl all successful
surpriselhttacklhndlfreesthelpeople
offB'dom.VictorylsltelebratedBwvith
alreligiousll ceremonylofll thanking
andlessingIGdOnkhelpresencelbf
MalkillTzedekl(a.k.a.0ShemOsonOof
No'ach).[Alithebflthelbpoilsbfiwar
islpivenltolthiskervantbiGd.

Rashilfellsflis[hatCAMRAFEL, [Ring [of
Shin@rOsChoneldtherhanNIMROD
who[d was[ thed oned who[I tossed
AvrahamUOntothefieryfurnacelfor
challenging[polytheismOnhpublicC@nd
espousing[belief(in[(One[Gd. dronic,
isOitOnot, OthatOOAvraham OhasCthis
opportunity (o[Ho[kuccessfulCbattle
againstMimrod.

MalkifizedekO isd king[d of (d Shalem.
Targum[@nkelesdentifies[Shalem@s
Yerushalayim.[SHALEM[kGhe[part[of
the city’sd0 namel contributedd by
Sheim.[Avraham[gdavelltfhelfrstAalf
ofts[Aamel3fterfhelAkeidaFYERU.
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Chamishi [1Eth[Aliya
| 0[plsukim [[II4:2 | [115:6

Thelkingbfl5'domlbfferslAvratha)m
greatwealth.0Avratha)mUOrefusesOto
takel asll muchl asl all "threadl or
shoelace".

Avra(ha)mldidOacceptOpaymentlon
behalflbflhislhlliesvhothelpedmhim.

SDPT: Froml[lhere[lwelllearn, (saysthe
Chafetz| Chaim, [that! bnel who [wants!tobe
"machmir"[(strict), [shouldlaccept thelstrict
practicel for himself! butnotlimpose it on
others. JAvraham [ did| lnot wantfolbela
TZADIK atlthelexpenseloflothers.

[S> 15:10(21)] Afterwards,l0 GId
appearsltol Avra(tha)mOinOalvision
andll againll promisesll himl great
rewardsll forl hisll faithfulness.
Avra(ha)m,stillOchildless,Oexpresses
his[Hisappointment,butlfesignation,
thatlEliezerOwilllbeOhisOheir.0GId
assuresll Avratha)ml thatl hel will
indeedl havel hisl ownll childl to
followlnlhis[dootsteps.

GOdthenlrakesOAvra(ha)mboutdoors
andOpromiseshhim0OthatbhisOdescenl
dantsll willl bel asl countlessl (and
exalted)hsthelstarsdnlthetheavens.

ThedGR"ALtites[the[Malmud'sCimen
tionOthatOAvrahamOAvinuCwas[Cthe
first{jersonfbl@ddress[GdE@s[MAdon"
(Master).[Wellacknowledgelkhis[by
beginningd Shacharitd [0 Avraham's
daveningOdwithOtheOpoemOJAdon
Olam.[Furthermore, dheldeferencefo
afhread@nd83hoestraplikinkedihe
mitzvotCofTalitCand I 'filin, Cboth Cbf
whichd ared also[d associated[] with
Shacharit.

Being[ktomparedXo[Hust[andkand

and[othelstarsCbf(theCheavenslis
notGustCaatterCofChumerousness,
butl@lsodb[ihelquality[dflife.(Weldan
beikexhedustof(CktheCOground ]
steppedCbn,kroddenCupon...[DrCve
can[Be@slbfty,Wonderous, [drand[3@s
thelStars[of(dihetheavens.[Theldlerms
reflectCxtheupsR[Howns[bf[Jewish
History.

Shishi [ISixth[Aliya[T]
37 [plsukim [III5:7[117:6

Thisl portionl beginsll withld "the
Covenantll betweenl thel Pieces".
(Partloflithisdexperiencelislactual,
partlisOpropheticOvision.)0GOdOtells
Avra(ha)mlthathis[Mescendantshwill
beloppressedlinthlforeigndlandhnd
willlsubsequentlylleaveltherelwith
greatUwealth.0Thelpromiseloflthe
Landl toll Avra(ha)ml isl reiterated
oncelimore.

Both[Rashiland[DnkelesOlinderstand
the(term[M'SHULASH/M’'SHULESHET
toCOmeanthatCAvraham ook [khree
each[dfldalves, [doats,[And[Sheepfor
the[BRITCBEINCHAB TARIM.Tos'fot
andothers defined thedtermas
“prime, (bfCkhelbest[quality”.COThey
holdhatfherelWasdnly[dnel@achdf
the@nimals.[Dthers[3aydhelanimals
wereloBefhridornlorEhreeYears
oldldr[partldfliFiplets.

(from[ThelLiving(Torahby(R’[AryehKaplan(z')

[S> 16:10016)] Sarai,lbeingbarren,
givesl herll handmaidenl Hagarll to
Avra(ha)ml (afterD 100 yearsl in
K'na'an)Itobearthimlchild.OWhen
Hagarll becomesll pregnant,ll she
tauntsl herl mistress.0l Hagarll then
tfleesl from0 Sarai'sl retaliation. An
angellfindsher,Opromiseslthatlher
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child,l too,0 willl sired all countless
multitude,OthatOhersonltodbedborn

shalllbelcalleddYishmael,JandOthat
shellsthowltolreturnltolBarai.

YishmaellisObornOwhenlAvra(ha)m
isB6hyearsbflhge.

[S> 17:114)] WhenlAvra(ha)mlis
99,0GMdOappearsdtolhimbOandlasks
himol'beltomplete".0GOdchanges
Avratha)m'sl namel toll Avraham,
symbolizinglhisOrolelasOfatherdand
spirituall guidel toll greatl nations.
Oncellagainl Avrahaml[isOpromised
"countless"[progeny.

Sh'VIIIIeventh[Aliya
21 [plsukim [II17:7 217

GOdO promisesll thatl all special
relationshipl willl alwaysl exist
betweenll Himselfll andd Avraham's
descendants, andll repeatsll the
promiseloflithelLand.0GOdOreveals
thelform0thatOthe"Covenant"[isOto
takedIkhelcircumcisionloflhlldmales
[2,[A215 17:10].
This[itzvalkOheirstCnonatural”
commandment. [UntilkhisCpoint, (khe
7[tategoriesCof[(INoahide[itzvotlare
allbgical, Mational,[deasonable,[dom ]
mon[Sensedaws.[This[Bthmitzva, for
thed8th[day, Crepresentskhellchall
lengebfhedewbldise@boveldature
andCdompletehisCS$pirituallorm Gust
as[d hedisd beingld commanded] to
complete[Ris[physicalfbrm.

ThelhitzvalisOdeallyCperformedCbn
the[Bth[Hay,[kounting[the[Hday[bn
whichfhelBabyWasBornOlévenlif(Ae
was[born[b[Cminutes[before[$unset.
MilaCmayChot[takeCplace[Cht[hight.
Only[@nBth[dayMilal{las[dpposedo

aBrithatWas[postponedBecauseldf
healthfeasons, for[éxample)danlbe
done®nFhabbat.CA[baby[delivered
by[C[8ectionCbn[Bhabbat, CwillChave
hisBritldon@helfollowing[Bunday{the
baby's[19th[Oday).O0DuedtoCalftechd
nicality[®aseddndhe@nalysis[of(fhe
texth[@azria, [dnly@Brit[df[d[Hatural
birth[danibkelplaceldnShabbat.

Thelhitzvalof[MilaOs[Mrepeated"Cin
parshat[Tazri'a.Ots$pecificCivording
there,[feacheslis[Someldetails.

WithOtheOtwoOtextsOdealingCwith
BRIT,OitOisCOnoteworthyCdthatCdmost
mitzvaldountersCcountCOMILACfrom
LECHOL'CHAOratherOthanCOTAZRI'A.
Lech[l'cha'sCtontextOs[the$toryCof
Avraham[Avinu.On[Tazri'alWe[Baveld
straightforward[dommand ¥ peako
theOpeopleOofIsraelldandOsayCto
them...[ontheBth[day, You[EHALL
circumcise...

Most[Significanthhenatterof[Brit
Milalkhis: [Thelphysicalldemovallof
theOforeskinOisConly OpartOofCdthe
mitzvalof[Mila.[ThisCéan[bel3eenlby
looking[@t[ihelbrachothat[@rel3aid
forXhe[Brit.[TheTirstCbrachalisCAL
HAMILA. [This[®brachallsdmmediately
followed[By[d[HecondBirkatHaMitzva
(veryd wunusuald tod sayd two
mitzvalBrachotHor[Xhe[performance
ofCbnemitzva), 'toEnterChimOnto
theovenant[Cbf[Avraham".[OThisCls
notd justdd ald HINENIO MUCHAN
U'MEZUMAN[Eype[dflihtroductionb(3
mitzva,[Aot[d[Peripheralldoncept, But
anlintegralCpartCofCthelimitzva.[The
challengeldfldaisingMheldhild HoBeld
goodDewlandalgoodpersonlis[an
obligationCofCktheparentsCwhichClis
partlof(MILAQwel¢an[$ay)@nd[THE
partCofCtheCitzvalthat[takes[inuch
moreldtimeandOenergyCthan"the
cut".[Theldontextdf(llech'chal3ays
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itOall.OItsOchoiceOasOthed"official
source"d ofd thed Milad helps us
understandfhislimportantlmitzva.

Note[foolfhatlwhen@Mohelldoeslthe
Mila@tOheehestlof@hefather,The
Mohel$3ayshe[Milalbracha,®utthe
father nonetheless retainsO the
second[®rachal{and[$hehecheyanu).
Parents[danldse@nldgentolperform
theILADpartOf(BRITMILA, [Butl@he
BRIT[Partdemainsheirs.

[S> 17:150013)] GOdOthenOchanges
Sarai'sll namel toll Sarah.0 Name
changesll representll changesll in
character,0role,0 andl destiny.0 GId
promiseslthatOSarahOwilllbearOthe
truel heirll ofl Avraham.ll Avraham
laughslwithljoylluponlhearinglthat
helwilll bel al fatherd atd 100,0 and
Sarahlalmotherat090.0Helthought
thatllyishmaellBwaslthelkonlthatdGOd
hadlrepeatedlylpromisedlhim,Obut
GOdI assuresl him[ that0 itd willl be
YitzchakBwvhoDBwillilllthatOole.

YishmaellOwillOalsoObelblessedland
givellrisedtolgreatOnations,Obutlthe
Covenantll willll bell passedll down
throughll  Yitzchak. Avraham
circumcisesll himselfll atl agel 99,
YishmaellatlOagel13,0andOthelother
malellmembersbflhisthousehold,in
tulfillmentbflGId'slcommand.

ThellastOfourlp'sukimUoflthelsedra
arelfereadfortheMaftir.

The father bumped
into the coffee table
hard. What got hurt?

Yerachmiel and Chetzron

Haf¢arallll [plsukim
Yeshayahu[[140:27[4]1:16

Thislpassagelislthel nationalld counl
terpartl ofll somel ofll thel personal
experienceslofllAvraham.JustlasOGOd
madel promisestold AvrahamOAvinu,
soll Hell makesll promisesll toll the
ChildrenlofOIsrael.0JustOasdAvraham
tenaciouslylclingshtolfaithlin0GOd,Oso
toolldohisOdescendants.OEndurance,
confidence,lvictory,Oselflperfectionl
thesell qualitiesl arellshared byl THE
ancestorlhndmhisdescendants,lus.

WellcanlseelinthelOsedrathaftaralpair
all manifestationl ofl MAASEID AVOT
SIMANIOL'BANIM,OtheldeedsOofllthe
ancestorsl setll thel patternsl for0 the
theirldescendants.

Lead Tidbit cont.from frontipage

hisCplace[bf[birthCandChis[father's
houseldnCgoRokhedandWhich [G[d
willlShowRim [(EretzMisrael).

TheXestCWhichCmost[Ctommentaries
considerCtobeldthelIfinalCJone, Cthe
tenth[@nedMlAnd@hisOk[Supported By
G[d'sCstatementsCnthe[Morah[1s
thel[Akeida, WhichOk[ourECHO'CHA
BATRA,d whered thisd time,d the
destinationGE[ERETZ[MAMORIYA, (The
TempleMount,Where[Avraham Ok o
offer¥itzchak[@s@n[DLAH.

Evenhoughl@éachest[3tands[dnliks
own[andlévendhoughhelportion[df
thelAkeida@tOhelénddf[AextiWeek's
sedraltloes[hot[telate[directly tolall
thel[previous@ests, Ot(ik[dot[d[Stretch
to[buggest[that[the[portionbf[the
Akeidal#eminds[uisfof(fhe[Ten[Tests,
notGustfhefenthldne.[Maybelthis[is
similarCtoltallingCthethirdCBEhabbat
meal OSHALOSHOSEUDOTODorCthe
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Yiddishizedd version, [ Shaleshudes,
rather(than[BeudalSh'lishit.Yes, [ts
thelhirdMneal, Mutlit(tepresentshe
threelteals[df(Shabbat.)

TolduotedromdheXoren[OULSiddur,
withd commentaryd by Rabbil] Sir
JonathanPacks...

OnOtheObasisCofl1JewishOmystical
tradition...CwelChaveltheltustom[bf
sayingUHailyCtheTorahCbassageltell
countingBhelBindingaflYitzchak, [the
supreme trialO of ] faithO inO which
Avraham{demonstratedhisClove[bf
GLd[dboveldllldtherllbves.

ParshatMaAkeidals[Saidbight[Before

Korbanot, [becausellit[tepresentsthe

willingnessloffAvraham@ndYitzchak

iand@IIHhedewish[peopleo8ac]
rificedhemselvesfor(helSakedf(Gd

andHisTorah.

WelBaveld[Practicalldecommendation
forhou.

IfCyousay[ParshatCHaAkeidalkvery
day,then,Fine[dtheCimostCiveltan
suggestlikpayingmorelattention[to
it@nd0hternalizinglits(thessages.

Ifiyouldon'tdayt, (how[dboutldiving
itChCtry. CAtOeast[for[(theOwveek [Cbf
Parshat[Wayeira.[from$unday, Nov.
1stfhrough[Zhabbat,[@he7th,Say[it
inOts[placelih[daveningdr@nyfime
of(thelday.WseYoursiddurCbrithe
handyext[Ro[thelFight.ClipOtCand
carry[tOvithou, CpullTtCoutCon Ehe
busCbrHuringCalCbreakChtCOworkCor
school.[And, [Mnaybelf¥ouldet[deally
"into[Ot", you'llCmaking OtCa CpartCof
yourldayleéven@fterdhelieekis[ip.
Don'tQustC$ayit; (belinspired by [it.
BelgroudibBel@Tew.

Lethim[decide:[BROmerldrThOmer
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CHIZUK #0DUubD

(for[Olim/ & motlyet[Olim)

Ordinarily,thel[differencesin[Halacha
between(lsrael andthe[Diasporalfocus
onl] agriculturall] commandments( like
terumotandima'aserot.[1OnelJstriking
difference(that(] parents(]noticelupon
moving(tollsraellislin[anlentirely differ(]
entlcategory.[When(fulfillingthe mitzva
ofb'rittmila, lin(Israelthefatherfaddslan
additionalb'rachalthatlis hotCmadelin
thell Diasporal] [11 thel] blessingl] of
shehechiyanu.

This(traditionlis[codifiedlin[the[Shuchan

Aruch({seelYorehDe'ah[265:7),[where

welfindthatlthe[Rambamlis[quoted(as

ruling(thatfalfather[does saylshehechil’
yanu,whichlisthel[practicelin(lsraelland

surroundinglareas!like[Syrialand[Egypt.

ThelJRamah[rulesJthatin(1Diaspora

communities/(itlisimot(recited(at(all.

Whilelsuggestions/arelraised(astowhy
shehechiyanulJmay[bellomitted ] [Ifor
example,[becauseof the pain[suffered
byl thel] babyll (1] nonel] ofl] the
commentariesattemptJtoJexplainthe
differencelJin[practice Ibetween(JIsrael
and[the[Diaspora,_horLof[ thelinclusion
of /SyrialJand[IEgypt[within[thelsraeli
practice.

Perhaps(this[itradition[lis[rooted[lin[Ja
basicl foundationof the mitzval of (b'rit
milalaslitlisccommandedlinlour(parsha.
Well find[J that[J thelJ mitzvall appears
immediatelyJafter the promise[of the
landroflIsraelTfrom(theRiverof(Egypt
tolthe[Euphrates(Iltol Avraham(andlhis
descendants( thatappearsLin[the[b'rit
beinhabetarim((15:18).[The[mitzvalof
b'ritCmilalClasJdescribedinCperek117
includeslalreminderthatJpartof(the
covenantalrelationshipbetween1God
and[Avraham's[familyCis[alpermanent

placelinithisfand({seepasukB)MRashi
goes[solfarlas(tolsuggest/that onlylin
IsraeliwilllalJewish(person(trulylhavela
relationshipwith[God. Clearly,therelis
aldeepltonnection[betweenthemitzva
of [ b'ritCmilah“and [ the[ promisel of[ the
Land(of(lsrael.

Thus,when[alperson_performsalb'rit
milalin(the Diaspora,itlsymbolizesionly
alpartialCfulfillmentJofthe covenant.
OnlyJ in[J Israel] T according( to(] its
broadest borders,[including Egyptland
Syrial1Twill(the[b'ritCbecomplete,and
thereforel1deserving(lof(Jan(Jadditional

blessing({of(joy).
RabbilBhalom([Z.Berger,[Ed.D.,Bar(lan

Dolyoulknow[yourltamera?

102890, butoulknewlthat.
Whatlhboutthe[Shutter?
9290.[AndltheBhutterltelease

button? ‘]V)h)_)

Gotlhflashlonourltamera?
Howldolyoulsay[(FLASH[inHebrew? 23203
Andiolyoulfememberlthe ©YP32)0™ NP
(Weljustlthrough(thelflashcubelinforlhostalgia.)
Finally, thelTRIPODI 12381)

Carabiner:[Anlbblong[ietalliing
with[$pring(tlip,

usedlnlinountaineering... 9P 0I)

g There is not only wishful thinking, but even wishful seeing.
From{('A[Candlelby[Day"byRabbiBhragaSilverstein

AlCandle(by[Day(The[Antidote®ThelWorld[OfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[at[054[209[B200
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DIVREIMENACHEM

Parshat(Lech!L'chalinforms/us[ cate!]
goricallyloflour(rights/of( possession
toEretzYisrael.

First,[lthe[ICovenant[]of[Iithe[IPieces
indicates[lto[lAvraham/(lthat,[]"I Jam
Hashem/!who [brought/youl outl of Ur
Kasdim[tollgivellyoullthis[lland[Ito
inherit(] it",[] and[J that,[] "Tol] your
descendants/have(Il given[this(land"
(Breishit(15:7,(18).

Later,[(Hashem[notifiesCAvraham/that
he(will[ratify[Hiscovenant/ between,
"Melland/you...[land[[that][ I will
give...[tolyour offspringlafter/you...
thelwhole[ Land[lof[/Canaan(las[lan
everlasting possession; and I shall
bealGldtolthem"[(ibid.[17:1(8).

Covenants, however,need[partners.
OurlloverridingJcommitment[lis[Jto
conduct(Brit(Milaon/the 8th/day after
birth[(in[contrast/tolthe[Tth[day[that
represents/]al | naturallcycle).[ 1 The
removallof(the"Orla", theforeskin[T]
orl] symbolically,[! thel] "unfeeling
barrier"[1to[Jan[]elevated[ lifelstyle
(Vayikra/26:41)[IIserves(not/onlylas
alsign/of(Hashem's/promises(tolus. It
alsol reminds( us( that[lcontinuity( lof
Jewish(] lifel] in[] Eretz[] Yisraelll is
contingent(lon[lour(Jability[ltol raise
ourselves( lto[ Ispirituall lheights/ Ithat
defy([IthelInaturalllorder(]of[things
(Maharal).

Whereldid[the[G"G[plFomise
comeltd [fduition?

Follow[up

Last[Week's[cblumn[was[aboutMords
with[different[mheanings[dependinglupon
thelpresenceldrlabsenceldflaIDAGESH
CHAZAK Iid [dnelcflitds [dtters.[The
exampleWelghve[Was[AMA[ahd[AMMA
(theldoubleMrkpresentslahlemphasized
MEMIdueltb [ids[DAGESHIGHAZAK).
Without[2aIDAGESH [id [the [MEM, [the
word[mheans["aidservant".[With[al
DAGESH, [i[nheans(the [mheasurekhown
as[alclibit.

Tasyalelnailed [tb[rkfer [uk [tb [Rlashildn
Sh'mot[25.There, Par'o's[daughter [skes
albhby [fbating[id [albhsketloh [the Nile
outldflhkrrbachahd[shelsénds
AMATAH [Ther AMA) b [gbt [ [The
MEM[s[uhDAGESHed([ahd[thereforelthe
straight[mheaning[dflthe vkrse [id[that[she
sent[bkr[nhaid[tbrétrieve[the [Bhsket.

Rashilthen[shys[that[dur[Shgeslid[the
Gemaralahd[Midrashlidterpreted[ET
AMATAH a5 ["heratm"[ahd[shy[that[a]
miracleldccurred[thathleralm [ektended
tolalgheatldngth[uhtil[sheWas[able[td
reach [the[bhsket.[Rashildbjects[tbthis
inter [fketation [because[dflthe [dck oflal
DAGESHid[the[MEM, [thus "agreeing"
with[What[WeMrotedstWeek.

[Note:[AMMA, [the[measure, [i[d[the

length [dflthe [aFm [ftom [elbow [tb [tip [df
thelektended[nhiddlefihger [(Which[id[also
called[AMMA).[Id [dther [Words,[AMMA
meaning[atm[dr[the[mhiddlefihger[dr[the
cubit[alllcbme ftom[the [shme[Word.]

Although[the [dck [df aIDAGESH [slippots
the[plainloheaning [(P'SHAT), the [DRASH
from[the[Gemaralahd[Midrashlstillstand
and[they[téach luk[sbmething[Ithat[dne

should[nkever[shy [sbmething[id[ihpossible
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TheOrthodox Union[Miiaits Website [Tfields ‘questionsof @l fypes!in [dreas of (Kashrut, Jewish lawland
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [lewish[Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmel‘and[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRavShaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare [rabbanim @nd[dayanim o [Serve [the National [Religious [dommunityin(I5rael [@nd[abroad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@ljoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz(Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

@ I'want(toput cold but(¢ooked soup on
S al hot! plate right before! Shabbat.'1
have' heard that putting! things| up' at| that
time_is|_particularlystringent.”Considering
that!it'is forbidden to reheat! cooked liquids
on|Shabbat, is it also| forbidden right before
Shabbat?

A Well will[] first[] introduce(] the
\. stringencyl] ofl “right] before
Shabbat” [ that[ youl refer[ tolland[ then
apply/ittolyour(dase.

TherelJare[ltwol]categories[]ofIcases
regarding[having[lfoods[Jon[Jallflame
(irrespectiveloflthe melachaldflactually
cooking):shehiyaland hachazara.

Shehiyalimeans[leaving[alpot/food “on
the[flame, [after (putting[it[therefoldook
or[foheatip beforeShabbat.In[dertain
cases[(aboutwhich[there[lis[alimajor
machloket[for[thousands[oflyears), dne
must[do[ something[to[ the[ kystem[ to
reducelthechancelthathewill ©stokethe
coals”(orlitsléquivalent. Thebottom line
is[that[ blechsand[ honladjustable [ hot
plates[fulfill[thehalachicltequirement,
whenecessary.

Hachazaralmeans| teturninglalfood/pot
tolalheat[sourcelafterfit[had [previously
beenemoved. Thelclassiclcaselis[When
oneldoes solon[Shabbat.[Hachzaralis(a
morel Iseverel Icasel Ithan[ Ishehiyal I(for
reasonsbeyond [our(present[scope)land

inCorderfor[it[to be permittedin the
classicllcase, ifive[basic[requirements
must[belmet:[1)The foodMmustBe fully
cooked[before [teturninglit.[2)[Theheat
sourcel must[ bel covered.[ 3)[ Thel pot
shouldremainlinhone’shandsince being
removed. 4)[ Theltemover[shouldlhave
hadlin[mind[tol[teturn(it.[5)[The food
shouldstilleWwarm.@nly[condition #2
appliestoshehiya.

Thelgenerall@assumption,that(the [differ[]
encelbetween[shehiyaland hachzaralis
thatthe [former s When [the food[isTeft
from [before Shabbatland the Tatteris[on
Shabbat, lis[challenged by thefollowing
gemaral ({ShabbatB8b).*Accordingto
the Jone JwhoJsaysOpeople[lmayl]do
hachzaral(asCwelpasken), he[imayldo
hachzaral] evenl] on[J Shabbat.”[J This
implies [that[there(is(alcaseoflhachzara
thatlis(not(on[Shabbat[(and[iseasier(fo
permit).[Tosafot[(Shabbat(36b)(say(that
this[tefers/fo[putting the[food[backlon
theflame(so[close(fo[Shabbatthat[iflthe
food [werel cold, [it[would hot[havela
chanceltolbecomelhot[before[Shabbat.
Although(Jseveral[Rishonim[]disagree
with[Tosafot, the[Ramal(Orach[Chayim
253:2)Csaysthat[it[isgoodtofollow
Tosafot'slopinion.

Iffputting[foodon(theflame(atithat[fime
isthachzara, [does[thatinean[that[all[of
the Caforementioned “five conditions "of
hachzarallare[ needed?(TY our[ Iquestion
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raises[the[possibility(thatlthe food Meeds
to[bewarmlat[theltime ofl this[Erev
Shabbat[hachzaralor[at[least[that[the
food(hasto e fullylcooked. [(While[the
souplis [fully[dooked, Teheatingliquid fis
forbidden(like[¢ooking[uincooked [solid
foods.)

This[islactually not thel¢ase. Thelfive
conditions [ ofl tlassiclhachzaral tan[be
broken [uplintolalfewl[categories oflthe
problems theylsolve.Onelis[thatputting
the [food(on [the flame [should [notviolate
bishul.[This(dppliesfolcondition #1 [and
#5. However, one willmotviolate Bishul
whenlheputsfood lon[before Shabbat,
and[Wwelhavelno[3ourcetolextendthis
rabbinicallyfo [EreviShabbat.(Within the
remaining(three(donditions, the/dovered
flame[(#2)Ois[aOmatterJoflIstandard
concern,[ whereas[keeping[thefood[in
the hand[dand (havinglintention [fo [feturn
it[Jare[Ispecial [Jstringincies Iregarding
hachazara. TheRosh((Shabbat(3:2)[says
that[ thel stringency( ofl hachazaral soon
before[Shabbatlapplies to[#2 [no(matter
what/(state [the[foodis[in, (which[ds[mot
thelcaseregarding(shehiyal(seeShabbat
36bland[Shulchan[ Aruch,[OC[253:1))
However,theother(requirementsdo ot
apply[before[Shabbat[(MishnaBerura
253:72).00SinceNalTnon[adjustable Thot
platelis[mo[Wworsethanlalblech[(which
solves #2), you/domothave@problem.

Let[J us[J point[J out[] that[] regarding
non(ddjustable Thot[plates, (significant
poskim[“allow[returningfullyicooked
food[(dry, or[liquid[ifTstill warm)[even
on[Shabbat. Also,exactlywhatfimelone
hastoputip(thefoodlinlorder(folavoid
Tosafot’s[stringency[is[(alltopic[]for
discussion. [However,[inthecaseou
described, you can ignore this stringency.

Glimpsesiintothe
worldof OV kashrut
supervision

‘ Can[[ldok[at[the[idgredient[statement
ofalfdod [tb[determine [{lidlidkbsher?

No.[ These[ statements[J are[ ] not

designed [t [grovide (Hosher[ihformal]
tion.[MManyLihgredients, [Such[ds[glycerin,
may[bel derived(drom[&ither[kosher[br
non[kosher[dources,[dnd[dneldannotdell
whichOrom[the[dabel.[Moreover,[(3ome
ingredients[inay Cincorporate[3ublidgredi]
ents[that[the[dbelli$[notlrkquired [tb ikt [at
all.[MVhatlelixactly [id[ih [that[Chatural [flavor”,
anyway?[Bven[f[d[Broducti[hade[from
allldosher[drElpareve lihgredients, [it[dan
be[dendered[dondosher[dr[dairy By [the
processingleljuipment.

Caselih[point[IVEGETABLE[OIL

The[Belief(thatMegetable[dilLdan[dnly[Be
vegetable[dil[doupled[With [the[dotion[that
animal[fht[can't[He[droduced[dn[thelshme
equipment[has[3own[3ome[tonfusionin
thisCdrea. [TTtk Cdefinitely Cdrue[2hat[2he
consumption[and[use [dflanimal (Hasedfts
have[dropped[dramatically[dver[the[past
decade...[However, [this[Ldoes[hot[inean
that[the[don[osher[dils[dnd [fhts[dre [dot
producedJon[khe[sameClequipment[hs
vegetableldil...

Theldnly dime[dhat[there[ik[do[dommon
equipmentlidsue[id[id [the [ckush [plants.[This
islhere[thelvkgetable[drBean(dflchoicelid
brought[td bk [ektracted...[Animal [t[id[nbt
extracted[ih[the[shme[Way, [sb[at[the [cFush
plantCkhere[would[Cbe[Cho[koncern[Cbof

commonality...

After[the[dil[(Has[Been[thanufactured[ihto
theldrude[skate, [it[i§[dither[definedlih[the
samelplant[drldransported [do[d[different
plant[fbr[defining. [Both [df[these[Possibil L]
ities, [ekfining[ahd [tkansportation, [present[al
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possible[droblem [ftom [aldashrus[perspec]
tive.

Refining[i3 [the [process By [Which[drudeldil
isCmade[Feady[ o[ be[lised[for[human
consumption By [demovinglifnpurities[ftom
thelcrude[dil. MMhe[rkfining[df[dils[volves
aldumber[df[different[grocedures...[{such
as[Alkali[Refining, Bleaching, [Deodorization
dhy[rémaining[mhaterials[id the [dil [that [chn
cause[3poilage[br[linpleasant[bdors[dre
removed[khrough[lthe [process.[JOilLis
pumped(itto[aldeodorizer Which[id [allMery
large[piece [dflequipment[thatheats[the[dil
in[alvhcuum.

Allldfltheseldrocesses[arederformedHot
and[dan[Beldone[to[Both[dnimal fht[dnd
vegetable[dil.

Thelkhsheringldflaldeodorizer idlektremely
difficult....dTheOpreference[dis[(Jto[use
vegetable[dil [from[dll[vkgetable [lants.[TA
deodorizer s hpproximately[kix[ktores
high...[J oil[J is[] pumped, ] heated[] and
centrifugedCht[XemperaturesChs[high[Chs
700°.[ts Mdifficult (o [dlean [Because[dfter
each[deodorization[process[d[flm[dfLil
adheres(tb[the[deodorizer[ahd[id[nbt[ehsily
removed...[khsheringlidlveryIdbor[idtense.

Animal[ftlchn[Be[rkfinedlahd[processed ih
any[dflthe[shme[Ways[that[vegetable[dil[is
in[the[post[crush[processes.[[Mhis Iéads[us
tol] the[] problem] ofl] transportation.
Vegetable[dil,Whether[idbk[clude, [phrtially
refined Cbr[fullyCrefinedCkanCleave[ the
processing[plant(id [dnhe[df[skveral ays.

It[dould[Be [dipedlihtothe [Hold [df[dlship.
This[Hold[thay [(Have [dontained[tleifliquids
which[Owould[CthenOrender Cthe[Cholds
themselvesChon[dosher. [TThis s Checause
treif(ahimal [fts[ale stored [While (ot [TI#[id
like[dooking[Areif (fatlih[d[pot[dndEhen
using[thatpbtleithertdstorekbsher[dil[dr
to[dook[Rosher[dil. [KosherMegetable[dil
candometimes[Be[kept[dt[demperatures

considered [Hot.[Bven Without[the [(Heating
element,[JanotherCproblem Cwould[Cbe
"kavush".[Kavush[thkes[dlace[When[dldold
liquid C3its Cin L4 Ciitensil Hor (24 ChoursCor
more, [ahd [id[bly[Halacha lid[viewed[ak[Being

cookedl[there...

Ahird (doncern[k [the Chedium CdfCheat,
which[dften[id[rkcirculating[steam. Hflsteam
that[vas[dsed [do [Heat[dreif (dAnimal (fht [k
then[rkcirculated[tb [(Reat[doshervkgetable
oil,[the[Kosher [skatus[dflthe [Megetable[dil
will(be[tompromised.[To[Address[dhese
issues, [Kashrus[dgencies[Have[thken[these
steps[to[haintain Cthe Clntegrity Cbf[the
kosherl[ckrtified[ploduct.

1) KosherLdilsCinay Conly [(he [3hipped[in
holds[that[Have[Been[sed[dxclusively[fbr
kosherproducts[for[dthe[lastCthree
shipments.[2) CAdjacentCholdsCinayCbnly
contain[Rosher[products.[3)[Recirculating
steam[thust[Be[dhemically[treated With[d
causticlike[chemical [Which [Will[cknder[the
steam [ PAGUM{foul [(fasting). [Something
which[Gk[Ipagum" [¢an'tCinake (3omething
elseltteif...

Here's[] another[] potential[] problem...
hydrogenatedoils... [JHydrogenation Lin [
creases[the[shelf[life [ahd [flavor [stability [df
products[dontaining[these[dils...Megetable
shortenings, [thargarine, [drackers,[dookies,
pretzels[ahdlahy[dther[fbod[mhade[Mith[dr
fried[In[bil. (Hydrogenationpresents[h
kashrusCtoncern[because[tallow[{cattle,
sheep[dr[Horse[fit) [ahd[ard[(hog[fat) [can
alsold bel[] hydrogenated..] Thus[d the
commonality[dfldquipment[idsue Has[again
surfaced.

Thehext[imeyoufake[d[Bite[dbf[Jour
favorite[3nackHood, [hink[About [l [the
effortldflthe[Mashrutlagencytbmhakelslire
that[all[df[the [cbmponents[ate[Mosher.
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

for Parshat Lech L'cha

“OneDayWe(Will
All BeTogether”

Ipickedhimupattheairport.(He was
arrivingllin[1Baltimore, TwherelllTwas
then("alrabbi, toldeliver‘an‘address
andithenreturnthomeioMNewlYork.

Thelplanelwasl(late, solthatfwhenlhe
came,toldChimthat'welwouldhave
toChurrytoCbelatlourdestinationon
time.Hel[was[ alreadyl showing[signs
ofllage,sol thatCwalkingquicklywas
hardforhim.Welmoved(rapidlypast
thelgates, attwhichlotherflightswere
disembarking,Cincludingloneatiwhich
theDarrivingpassengerswerelbeing
welcomed] warmlyJ by friends] and
family.

Thatlislwhere[helstopped, iransfixed.
Helcouldnottakehis[leyesoffthe
scenelof(the(smallLcrowdsembracing
andrkissingeachlothertearfullyand
emotionally.

Reluctantly,Thelrespondedtormylrude
insistence1that[JwelImovellon,1and
togetherwerushedTtolThisJappoint(]
ment.

Hell was(] Ravl] Avrohom(] Pam,[ of
blessedJmemory, JthelllateJlamented
sage,[] Yeshivall dean,[] mentor(] to
hundredsrofltabbisrandrscholars,and
abovellall,[ I gentle[] soul. JWhenOwe
finally(werelin(the[carfandlonlouriway,
ITaskedThimCwhat(litOwasJaboutthe
airportiscenelthatsofascinatedhim.

Hisresponsewaslthergreatestilesson
of(the[manyl(llearnedfromlhim."The

saddestofallChumanhappeningslis
separation",Chesaid. "Andthe Omost
wonderfulloflalllis(reunion.[Whenever
ITseelpeople, of whateverlteligionlor
background,whoareljoyfullyrcoming
together(afterfallonglseparation, lfeel
'spellbound'TI(that'wasthelwordhe
used),Jand] 0 must1stand( ] byTand
witness(that(purelinnocentljoylasiiong
asllican."

Whatlalpowerfulteaching! (Separation
is] thel] greatest] human(] tragedy,
although(1 arl very[l common(] one.
Reunion(lis[thel greatest(joy,[|rare
thoughritloften(is.

ThisJ week'sl] TorahI portion,J Lech
L'cha,allowsusfofurtherreflectipon
the ) phenomenon( of [ separation,[lin
Hebrew, [p'reida. The[Torahldescribes
the closel] relationshipl between
Abrahamlandrhisihephew,[Lot.(ltlis[a
relationshipwhich['beganlin[the("old
country"[0 andll continued through
Abraham's(] adventurous(] journey(]to
andlthroughlthelLandrof(Canaan.[As
bothprospered,CweJaretold, "Thus
they[ parted[ from[eachlother; Avram
remainedlin(the(land(of[Canaan, while
Lot...[pitchedhistentsnearS'dom."

This[J decision[] to[] separate[l was[l a
fatefullloneIfor(1Lot.[1He[lsettled[in
S'dom,[roseltolal prestigious[position
there,[landIwelwillClyet(learnimore
aboutThis[Tnew(life(Jin[Jnext[Iweek's
portion.[] Hel tried(] to[1 mitigate[] the
effectslof(the(separationbyfemaining
loyaltothepreceptsihellearnedllin
Avraham's(tent,[a(difficult/challengelin
his[hew[¢circumstances.

Atlthe[‘'same(time, Abrahamdidhot
forgetThis[Inephew.JEven([after(ithe
separation, helistayedintouchOwith
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himfromafarCandrushed[tolhis[aid
whenlLot[was/tapturedibyrarmaraud’]
inglarmy.

This[dramaticstoryLof(theseparation
of(twolcloselcompanionsmaylbe the
firstConlrecord, Cbutlitlis[certainlyhot
the last.0 Subsequentl] separation
dramas(are[ themes[ of[ great(literary
fiction, CandLof realChumanLlife, (which
isCeven[strangerthan(fiction.[SomeTl]
times(] thell separation(] results(] in
estrangementJand(Jalienation; lsomel]
times, 0 despiteJ theJ distance,] the
separated( parties[enduplinCremark(]
ably(similar(places.

Personally,(Ilhavellongbeenlintrigued
byltherstoriesroflsiblingsiseparatedrat
anJearlyllagelwholrediscover(leach
other(laterlin(life. Often,theylearn
how differenttheyrhavelbecome.One
examplelis(thelfeunion[of(the90year
oldl] Torahl] sage,[] Rebl] Yaakov
Kamenetsky, Twho, T after(1al1700year
separation,rediscoveredlhis[sisterlin
thellformer1Soviet1Union.[1Helwas
steepedUinCtraditional JJudaism;Cshe
hadlbecomei(totally[temoved(fromany
semblanceof( Uewish(religion.[When
onelof(IRebYaakov's'sons(tried o
explaintolhis[longostrauntiwhatCher
brotherhadl‘accomplished(inlhis(life,
shelcouldlonlyrespondrthatlittwasla
shamelthatCalladCwithCsuchCyouthful
promisel grewl[ upl[tol becomelal mere
melamed,arschoolteacher.

ButthereJareJpoignant_examplesof
separated( individualsJ who, ] despite
growingl] up(! in[J radically(] different
environments, JendJupfisolisimilarly.
Howlwell[1lrememberCanadolescent
psychotherapy(patient lof(Jminellwho
wasladoptedlinfinfancybyalprofessor
ofphysicsrandhis[wife,anotedart

historian.[Theylwerefrustrated(by this
teenager,f'wholwasTinterestedneither
inlintellectualnorlcultural (pursuits,but
whoselgoallinlifelittwas tolbecome’a
fireman,andwho(spentlallChis[spare
timelas(alfire[departmentvolunteer.

AfterCseverallyears, 1 receivedrarcall
from(thelyoungimantellingmethat'he
hadJsincelJsuccessfully[llocatedhis
biologicalfather.f\Wouldn'tCyou know
that(hisfatherwas(aveteran(fireman!

Separationlis[ partl of_human(life,so
much(]sol1thatllin[1 Jewish( mystical
liturgythisworldlis'¢alledthe Mworldof
separation”,[almald'piruda.

Reunions, [plannedCorIserendipitous,
arel] thrilling[] experiences(] but(! are
frighteningbecausewefearrIfinding
outThowdifferentCiwehavellbecome
from(] those(] with[1 whom[] wel] once
sharedsuchsimilarity.[Avrahamand
LotJoncellwerellvery[similar.] They
separated,intentionally.

YetlIthere[lwerel1bonds[Ithat(]linked
them,linvisiblelandmysteriousbonds.
OflIsome,Twellread(]in[Jthel] Torah
portions[of[ this_weekland[next, but
otherssurfacelgenerations(later, with
thelstorylofRuth,thedescendentlof
Lot's(] grandson,’ Moab,[1 and[] her
reunion] with(l Avraham'sl] people.
Ultimately,7 King[l David[l himself
becomesithesymbollofithereunionof
theJ uncleJ and] nephew of J whose
separationwe(feadthis[Shabbat.

Nolwonderthen, thatthemysticaltext
thatcallsthisworldthealmald'piruda,
calls[thel next,[ betterlworld thelalma
d'yichuda,therworldrofreunion”,the
worldfinwhichwewillrallibe fogether.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

An[dld[Wwoman[dnceldameltb[the[Home
of CR’[Chaim[FalajilXoChsk [k [Chalachic
question.[The[Rav[wWas[in [the [midst[df[his
meal,Chnd Owithout[tellingChim [Cthat[h
woman[Wanted[[to[3ee[him,[the[Rav’s
servantsldent[Her[dway[dnd[tbld[Her[to
comelbhckEter.

When[the[Rav(hkard[wWhat[bhd (hhppened,
helilhmediately[gbt[upahd[Walked[tb[the
oldCwoman’s[Chome,[inCbrder[{o[hear
what[shebhd [tb[ak.

Later,[When[Be[discussed[this[dtory,[He
wouldrefer [Cleo Clthe [IMechilta, Ciwhich
discusses[thel[tkn[great[Sages[WholWere
killed By [the [Romans.[TheMechiltalnbtes
that[ak[R’'[Mishma’ellahd [R’[Shimon[Were
being[thke [tb[their[execution,[R’[Shimon
asked[R’Mishma’el:[Rebbe, d/hat[sin[did
Ildommit[that[I[Have[Been[Sentenced[tb
death?”[[R’[JYishma’el[lanswered:[ 1‘Did
anyonelever[comel[tbybuWith[alHalachic
question Liwhich[ClyouLldidCnot[Clanswer
immediately, [but[Cvaited Clintil (Jou[Chad
finished ClwhatUyouwere[drinking[Uor
putting[dn[ybur[shoe, [dr[putting[dn [ybur
garment![The[Torah[demands[that[dne
mustlahswer [alpersonWho[cbmes[tb[akk
immediately, [And[if(dhere [k [d [ delay[ih
one’slahswer, [idlid[idrelevantWhether [ilid
forlalshortltime[drfbrlahlektended[time.
Both[are[dforbidden.” 1 The[IMechilta
concludes[with[R’[Bhimon's[tesponse:
“Rebbe, [ybubhvelcbnsolednhe.”

e {E N

R’Yisrael[Salanter [(doted: (T As [ Walked
outside, [{shw[Birdsflying, [and T rkealized
how [similar(e[@re[tb [them. [HMe[Mant,
wel[have[the[power[tb[rise [up[higher[ahd

higher.[(Wel[léarn[ffom[the[Hirds, [though,
that[ko[remain Chigh, Cthe Cbird Cimust
constantly [flap [ifs [(Wings.[The [Human, [tbo,
has[tb [Belcbnstantly[ahd [aktively[ehgaged
in [mhaintaining[the lével [hle [has [rkached![ih
Yiras[Shomayim. f[Re [stops[thying[ak [ahy
time, (e Qvill Cplunge Cdownward (o Lihe

earth.”

“Manylthodernlihventions,” [demarked[R’
Yitzchak[Zelig[df[Sokolov, Fenable [s[tb
exertlgreater[dontrol[than[dver[Before.
Thelthain[dnables[us[tb [cdontrolldistance,
theltklegraphldllows[lsth[dontrolltime,
while[the[plane[ehables[us[tb[cbntrollthe
air.LWith @I LofLthese, ve Ldften [Horget
that[] the[d thing[] that[] most[] needs
controlling[id[durselves.”
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Spiritual[ahd[EkhicalIdsues(id [the [Bamidbar[Stories
1[prayyou,cursethis(people[forme"
(Bamidbar[2R:6){1} by Dr.[Meir[Mamari

"AndBalaksaw[everything[that[Israel
didtorthe[Emorites"(Bamidbar22:2);
this[verselis[thel preludeltolthelwhole
storyJofBil'am, hisCmission[tolcurse
IsraellJand(Jits[ltransformation(Jinto[]a
soaring[poeticlblessing.

ThelEmorite(kings,SichonandOg,had
previously] respectivelyl] conquered
parts(of(Moav(andpartsof(Midian..Now
BalakIisawthe[defeatIof(1theseltwo
powerful(hationsthat[werethe nhorthern
defensel lineboth[Jof(his[ kingdom [lof
Moav[landof(the neighboringCMidian,
and(becamef(jjustifiablyfearful Jof ithe
future.J ThisJwasJ exactlyJthe[l same
effectthattheView oflthe[éncampment
oflIsraeloppositel Jerichohad on(that
city:[("Your(terrorhas(fallenuponius(for
welhavelheardwhatlyouldid(to[the[two
kings[of[ the CEmoriCwhom[youlutterly
destroyed"(Yehoshua2:10).

["Balak[saw(throughlhis(magiciansand
fortune(tellersithat(Israel"wasdestined
tolsuffer throughChiml[and[that[24,000
men(wouldldielaslalresultloflalplague
[when(theyl sinned [ with[the daughters
offlMoav]"[(Bamidbar'Rabba20:7).["He
saw(thel misfortunes(that'would come
on(Israelimorelclearlythanlanyotherlof
theirlJenemieslIwho(ltried[tolJoppose
them bylarmed(conflict,[solhelsought(to
eradicate[‘al whole[nationthrough(the
words“and(the[breathJof(IBil'am,the
soothsayer" (TanchumalYashaniBalaki2).

Everyproblem[Jand[decision[that[lies
beforepeoplelis hever monolithicCbut
has(] al] rangel] of(] often( conflicting
physical,] spiritual, ] moral,J economic,

cultural,social, [religiousJand [ psycho(’
logical ] aspects.[] Balak(l understood
thereforelthatthe militaryCandsecurity
issuel] wasl] overlaid(] with(] religious
spiritualllones,JespeciallyJinview[lof
Gld'sImiracleswhichhadlaccompanied
Israel's[] Exodusl] from[] Egypt,[1 the
Splitting of( the Red[ Sea, [ the[ Manna,
Matan(] Torah(] andll their(J 400 years
wanderingslin[the desert.[Tol Balak's
paganimind,this(spiritualland(religious
dimension(talledfordivination,[ somel]
thing[magical, supernaturalor(wizardly
thatCwouldbreaktheoccultl lawsthat
limited[ theirdeities. They‘consultl the
dead,oracles,lheavenlylomens,[Jand
evenlthelinnardslof(birdsandbeasts(in
search(] of(] security(] and[ ] knowledge.
Therebymen(believed[that they could
somehow(foretellthe futurelandlevade
thefatesJinCstoreforCithem; Thuman
arrogance, [Iself[¢onfidenceJand[Jambi(]
tion(that[ theirCownwisdom[canlmake
them(intolsorts of[gods. T Rabbi[S.[R.
Hirschpointsioutlin(numerous placeslin
the'Torah(that levenllinCJmonotheism,
misguided(IpeoplelIseellthellkorbanot
and(rituals‘asalmeans(of[ bribing[(Gd
on(theirbehalf.

"Behold,[MoaviandMidianwerelalways
antagonistic/tolonelanotherand(warred
withJeach[Jother[constantly, lhowever,
heretheirifearCJandlhatred[lofIsrael
united Jthem")(Tanchumar13); Janloft[]
repeated] phenomenon(l ofl] Jewish
history[] wherel] opposingll classes,
factionsJand[Inationsbecomelunited
throughItheirfJcommon antitSemitism
that] overrides(] alll] other(] political,
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economic] andl] socialll interests.
AlthoughtJ Moavll and(] MidianJ had
sorcerersiandsoothsayers[oftheiriown
as[] witnessed[] by[J] thell charmsl of
divination[that! they[broughtwith[them
tolpersuade(Bil'am, Balak[sent[for the
greatisoothsayer(Bil'am(to[castlalspell
overlllsraelJthat[Jwould[IbringJcurses
uponithemlinstead(ofthe(blessingsthat
atlpresent/coveredthem.

Bil'am's[sorcerywaswelllknown;Balak
says,['Forlllknow[hewhom[youblesslis
blessed(] and(1 whom( youl] curse,[]is
cursed'.[Justlaslimportant,[(however,(as
hisCgreatnessJwashislorigin.["Bil'am
was(| Cushan(tishatayim(] who( lorded
overllsraellin[the[days[of the[Uudges
(Shoftim[3:819);Bil'amwasLavaniwho
oppressed( Yaakov;[ lhellwas! thellone
wholtriedfolcursellsraellintheldays of
Balak.(] They(J alll] came( from([] Aram
Naharayim"[D (ChelekJ 108b).0 Aram
Naharayim[in[] Mesopotamiallwas(]in
antiquity[] all placel] of(! great(] pagan
spirituality, scientificlwisdom[andloccult
knowledge. ] The[] Abrahamic(] family's
rootsarel[ closelylintertwinedwith[ this
placelandwithlitspeoplelinlits cultural,
religiousJand(lspiritual[Jheyday.[JAram
Naharayimwas(theplacethat/Avraham
left(tolgoltol Eretz[Yisrael,[it'was[the
placefromwhich(EliezerbroughtRivka
aslalbrideforlYitschak,andlittwasthe
homeof(Jthe[IMatriarchs[JRachellland
Leah.So[Balak[wisely['soughtlsome[]
body( closel] tol] the[] roots[] of(] the
AbrahamicfamilythroughCwhichto[try
and(destroyl(lIsrael.

Balaklin[hisl message( to[ Bil'am[said,
"Peradventurel 1 shallprevailland may
drive(themloutlof(the’Land".He[does
notl¢call(fortheldestruction oflIsrael hor
doeshelwish[tolconquerlandlrulelover
them, Conly(TtoCidrive [ themCoutlof(ithe
Land.[ltlis(essentialltolunderstandwhy

thellsettlementby(Jlsrael JofitsCILand
shouldlconstitute[althreat anddanger
tolBalak, especiallysincethatCLand
was[hotpartCof( thelterritoryof Moav,
nor(] was[ ] Moav(lone(] of(] its[] Seven
Nations. 1 Furthermore, (] there[1was[] a
clearClcommandment(ito[IsraelInot[ to
harm[Moav[hor[tolinfringelits territory,
solwhylwas[Balakfearfullandwhyldid
Israel's[entrylinto[theLand(constitutela
dangertohim?

"Whilellsraellwaslwanderingl[Jin{ithe
deserttheyllivedlinalpurely miraculous
and(] spirituall] manner,[] where[] Gld
Himself_provided Mannalfrom[Heaven
water(from[Miriam'swell, andguarded
them(1 with(] Clouds(] of (] Glory.[] Such
miraculous(] religious(] existence] was
normalltolBalak's(religious'and(spiritual
understandingsothatChe couldbelat
easel] with(l theirl] existence.[] The
Mishkan, JKohanim,JLeviim,Cprophets,
sacrificesJandIsonglJcouldJeasily[be
understood(and(]accepted.[] However,
oncelllsraelllenteredthel1Land,[their
wholelfeligiousfand(spiritualllife(was(to
change.[Now(warland[peace,(livelihood
andleconomy,andlhousing,[Water and
foodwerelall'tolbeltreatedlandlearned
throughnatural"andlhumanendeavor
butlyet(to belsanctifiedthrough G(d's
commandments.Balak[fearedthathe
andthelnationsofltheworld 'wouldthen
alsolbelrequired(tolsanctify[themselves
throughUJ theJ material,] naturalC and
mundanellivinglin(this[reallandleveryl]
dayworld"[(ShemMiShmuel).
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THEWUERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFIJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#[496

Betrothal oncondition

ThelJ Talmud[] and ] the[] codes[] discuss
betrothal lon[¢onditionland(alsoalong(the
way!discuss/ ¢tonditions[in[other[types[of
agreements. [Theselare(theltopics/ofithese
current(lessons.

Almansaid[tod Wwoman become Betrothed
unto e with this[doin,*on[condition [that
[[willlactlas[your[workman.” [ Or[F1[will
speakon[your[behalflto [the governor”. [If
therelare[itnesses[that helacted[aslher
workman [or(heldid(speakfo the governor
onlherbehalf,[shelis[$urely betrothed[to
him. (Ifthere[are[nolwitnesses eéxcept his
word[that(heldid(these(things, then(shelis
doubtfullybetrothed [to lim.

Alman[ gavel[hothing[to[the[Wwoman[but
said [folher“becomebetrothed [to lme for
the[valueloflthework[that[1 $hall[dolon
your [ behalf”, Cor[“will [speak [ Jon[ lyour
behalfl Ito[Ithe[ ] governor”,[Ishel lis[Inot
betrothed. Thelreasonlis! thatWwages[are
earned (s helprogresses!/inhiswork[and it
is(thus(the[same asbetrothinglher[with[a
promissory/note.

Aliman[said[to alwoman_‘be[betrothed
untol e[ on[ condition that[Ilhavelalhet
worth [6fT$1000”. [IfTit[is (known By [Wway[of
witnesses | that[ he[ has[lal Inet lworth[Jof
$1000, [the (betrothal (is [valid. (If therelare
nolJsuchlwitnesses[]shellis[]doubtfully
betrothed(fohim(eévenifheadmits(thathe
doesmothave(suchlametworth.

Alman[$aid[tolalwoman[‘bebetrothed
unto el on[¢ondition[that[1Thave $1000
thatlis[beingheld for[me[ byl imyl friend

Shimon.” [ Ifl there[arewitnesses[ that[he
has[Ideposited [ with[This[friend JShimon
$1000therelis[@valid betrothal. Tflit(is Hot
known ifl he[has  $1000( deposited[ with
Shimon, [therelis[doubtful (kiddushin.[This
holds[trueévenlis Shimon/declares[that
thelman (hasnothinglondepositwith Him.

Alman/[said[tol[aswoman[i‘bebetrothed
unto el onlcondition[that[ Shimon[$ays
thatIhave[$10000n(depositwith him”. Tf
Shimon(] so[] states[ ] there[]is[]all valid
betrothal. CIfCShimon[does [hot[ko[5tate,
therelisno[valid(betrothal.

Alman/states/that(hebetroths/the Wwoman
“on[Icondition[that hehas[$1000[lin[a
certain(location”. IfThe has suchtoneylin
that(place(therelis(a valid[betrothal. TfThe
does motlhavelmoney!lin(the[place thatlhe
stated [ there[is[al doubtful [betrothal.[We
suspect(thathe may(have the(thoney/there
but[saidhe'does[ not[havelit[ to[ make
mattersbad for(the woman.

Althan(states[to [dwoman [fbe Betrothed [to
melon ¢ondition(that(Ilshow(you[$1000”,
shelismotbetrothed(fohim intil lie[shows
her(the[$1000 that[belongs to him. If he
showsher$1000 Butlitidoes ot belongfo
himl[therelis nolvalid[betrothal ‘¢évenliflhe
showsher(money!deposited[withhim[by
business(associates.[ This holds[truel¢ven
ifChis[share[Jofl the[ business[profits[is
$1000, [ there(is/hol Valid betrothal. If he
showed [ Ther[1$1000(Jalthough( The[Jowes
$1000(folaldreditorwholhaslallien[on the
$1000, [fhe Betrothal Gs walid. Jfhe [did mot
havelthe money/when(helspoke(toherbut
afterwardshel[learned[/the[Imoney[land
showed it[to her, [therelis(an[opinion[that
the betrothallisvalid.
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If e Stated [fo lHer that I Have$1000” @nd
heldoes not havelit,[the[betrothal [is[not
valid.

Allman(]saidJtol]allwoman[]“become
betrothed [unto[me[on[ condition[that[ T
ownla[beiskor[(about(5[6acres oflland)”
shelis[betrothed[providinglheldowns[such
anlamount/oflland(ds[can belattestedfo by
twol witnesses. [ If{ Ithere( lare[Inot[/two
witnesses [ therel[is[ Al betrothal [in[ doubt;
perhapshe'does/own such/d[pieceofland
and[mow (states(thathedoesmotlownlit[in
order(to make matters bad forthe swoman.

Allman([]said[Jto[lallwoman(]“become
betrothed “unto me[lon[ condition[ that[ I
show(to[youlalbeis korlofl land”.[1fl he
showsher[suchlanlarealthe[betrothallis
valid.IfThelshow her/land that helleases
from[] others[| or[] hel] is[| working[] as
sharecropper, [ the betrothal [is[hot[valid.
Thellandthustbelocated linloneplaceland
cannothave[crevices[lor[Jother[Jthings
wrong[ that[lwould [imake[ithe[ land[ not
usablelaslanlentire [Beis Kor.

Alman(betrothed[awoman(on[“condition
that(heliswealthy” [and[it[turns [out[helis
poorlorlhel betrothed[ her[ *‘on[ condition
that(helis[poor”[and[it/turns(outhelis rich,
or[Ton[¢ondition(that(helis[a kohen”and
helis(alevi;or(thatthelis(@llevi” [dnd he
isla[Kohen,lor“helislal¢ity dweller”[and
he(lives[in(alrtural(arealor[that[his[home
isl closelto the bathhouse”[ and[itlis far
away, [or (that[*‘his[houselis [(far[away[from
the[bathhouse”[and/it[is deally ¢lose tolit.
On/condition“that/hehas(amaidservant”
or[“allgrown[daughter” lor[I“he[lhas[la
baker” [andhe has moneof thesethings Or
inlallloflthesel¢ases helstipulated(that'he
doesmotlhavelandhe teallyldoeshave, or
hebetrothed (herwith what(helsaid[was(a
cupful lofl'wineJand[it[Jwas[ found/to

containHoney, lor(le(stated|itWwas(a/cupof
honeyland!it[was(alcupful [of[Wwine; [in[all
oflthesel¢aseslandsimilar[cases/therelis
nolvalid(betrothal [évenif(she(states[that(T
made 1ip iy mindfobecomebetrothedin
all[] of(] thesel] situations[] even(] if[] the
condition[was mot[fulfilled; there[ismot[a
valid Betrothal. It[does Mot matter [whether
shelin[person(accepted the betrothal [orlis
itwas[done bylwayofHerlagent.

Ifi ) all man(] betrothed[] all woman( ] and
thereafter[stated "I betrothed her[thinking
she(was[fromtheltribe of[ Kohanim” and
shelis (from(thefribeofILevi;or[fthatshe
was from[thetribe oflLevi”Land[it[turns
out[shelis[from(the(fribe of(Kohanim;[or
else] hell now[]says[] “I[] betrothed ] her
thinking[ that[ shewas[ tich”[and[shelis
reallypoor;[or[fshewaspoor”(andlit/turns
out[shelis(rich,inlall[oflthese[cases[the
betrothal lis[valid.

Welseel from/[thesel[ tases and[laws[that
therel] are[] somel] conditions[ that([] the
betrothal [ ldepends[Jupon/Jthe[Icondition
being[fulfilledandother[tonditions that
dealmostlywith[alstate ofl mind[‘and
some!l | ofl] thesel] conditions!] will[] be
disregarded.[ Morelon[ ithesel lconditions
IYHlinthe nextlesson.
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;W IDDIEeS)

Prizesfor[best[Solution[sets (whenlawarded) are
furmshed[ﬁy[NoamBroduct|onsE1nd/or[B|g[DeaI

Lastlissue’s({No'ach)d Triddles:

[1] goQut@nd[See What?

Thelanswer[is:[ The [ Haftaralof[Parshat[No'ach. (It
consists[df the haftara [of (KILTEITZEIL(go dut)[and
that[of[R'El[(see).This(is[d Unique[Situation, that(a
sedras haftara shouldBe the [dombinedRaftarot[of
two [Other(Sedras. Related (i [the [fact[that[on [either
Vayeishevlar Mikeitz,whicheverl(is Shabbat (Ghanuka
(orltheffirst, lifithere are two) We read(as[the [haftara
theClexacthaftaral reading[of[ B'haalot'cha.[’And
technically, [thatlis[notuniquebecauseWhenRosh
ChodeshlAv(is[Shabbat, Which[is[Parshat[R'ei, [ we
read(thehaftarafor[Shabbat [RoshChodesh.[Then,
two weeks later, for[Parshat [Ki(Teitzei, the (haftarais
itsLown[plus(the [onelfor[R'ei, which(is[¢ontinuous
with(it(inYeshayahu.Thatmeans thatinthose lyears
(11.5%[of[the fime[TSame years(ds Trippple Burim
and(Brev[PesachlonShabbat),No'ach(and [KiTeitzei
get[ thel identical[_haftarot, [ as[ o[ Vayeishev[lor
Mikeitz [(eitheris[possible inthat Kind[dfyear)[and
B'haalot'cha.[And(fiere's[one more TTriddle (on(the
same topic, while we're (at[it: What(doesNo'ach(and
Seuda HaMafseket have in cbmmon?

[2] This[fime, read [fthe Way s

This(refers(to(the pasuk(fromthe haftaralof[No'ach
(and[R'ei):[V'CHOLBANAYICHLIMUDEILHASHEM,
V'RAVISHALOMBANAYICH.[On [Eriday night {Nusach
Ashkenaz) (at(the eénd [of BAMEH[MADLIKIN, (wesay,
"Readhot BANAYICH (your[thildren), "but tather
BONAYICH{your[builders).[We[saythispiece of
gemaral(B'rachot(64a) [again(afterthe MusafAmida
atlthelendlof(RitumHaK toret. This[gemaralnotwith ]
standing, when(we [readlit [inthe[haftara, (We [should
notlchange(the word BANAYICH, lbut(read it the (way
itlis.

[3] GF/GS namesakes

BarshajRointsgtoRonder
LECHL'CHA

1) CWhy[Hoes[the[TTorah[*epeat[ that

Yishmael Clvas CWHOMIHAGARLBORE
when[Avraham[Chames[him?CThe[Jery
same[Merse[dctually[days CAND (HAGAR
BOREASONEORAVRAHAMI 6:15)

2) CMWhy[does G [D [Ckay[JANDLIYOU,
referringCko[Avraham,Clwhen[HeOwas
already[clearly [speaking[lto [JAvraham
(17:9)

3)OWhy[does[the [(dTorah[Cstate [that
Avraham [dircumcised [His Bamily [AS[G D
TOLDHIML{17:23)?[WeldIready (know
thatl[thisidbhy [Avraham [did[this?

ParshaPointsfoPonder
is [pfepared [hy
RabbiDovLipman
who [tdaches [ad [Rdishit (Ydrushalayim [add (Machon
Maayan [idl[Beit [SHemesh (add [isI tHe [adthor [of
"DISCOVER (Ahswers [fdr (Tdenagers [(dnd [adults IE

Questions [aBout [tHe [Jewish [Eith" [(Beldheim
"TIMEOUT:[Sports[Storieslad
Game[PlanfdrSpiritual Sliccess”

altdcent [xelease [by (Dbvora [Piiblishing

ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elbe [nl(tHis [isbue (Tdok for
them, (hut [odly [ater [algdod [pdndering

Of[dourse, [this Would (Have Been [@asierlif the[initial [
isms [were [written (Qut fully: [Gradfather(andgrandson
namesakes. The “answer: CNACHOR, Civhich Cis[the
name [6f Terach'sfather(and fhe name [of [Gne [Gf [his
sons.

[4] What No'ach found can be found where?

Thellast[pasukLin[B'reishitLis:[V'NO'ACH_MATZA
CHEINB'EINEITHASHEM, "And [No"ach [found [CHEIN
(perhaps,[favor) [in(HaShem's[eyes. Besides|finding
CHEINCin[HaShem'seyes,[wel readlin[Yirmiyahu
(haftaralof(the[second[day[of[Rosh[HaShana), So
said[HaShem:[MATZAICHEIN (BAMIDBAR. [The (Midbar
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is[the [placelin[which(tofind ‘what[No'achfound [T]
CHEIN.

[5] No'achichnshy Ehat his Sbns @re, "from
my family" in More Ways than ohe. Count
them.

WellCone lway folunderstand[3uch [a[Statement by
No'achlis[the[straight[_understanding[of[any[of
several[p'sukimthat(telllUsthatNo'ach'sSons were
SHEIM,[CHAM, [and [YEFET.[But[1land[the hint[was
“count[them" [ ITif[youltake the[gimatriya[of SHEIM
(340),[CHAM((48) [@nd [YEFET((490) @nd[add them
together, lyou(get(868, which(is[the [Same[gimatriya
as[MIMISHPACHTI, [from my [family.

[6] Hestarted With he €nd@nd €nded ith
callo

YEFET.HelStartedwiththe énd,meaning that his
first[SonislGOMER[(as(in[finish),(and [ended [with
TIRAS, hisSeventhnamed Son.

[7] TheTEIVAand iwo in the TEIVA

Gld[said b [No'ach:[Make yiourselflan[Ark of[gopher
wood...[In[addition[to[ the [ TEIVA[ being GOPHER,
there were fwo [GOPHERs(in the TEIVAas well.

[8] (Zthigen Worked With T0th & 2nd

ADAM, LKAYIN, CHANOCH, [IRAD(no[_tonnection[to

AROD),[M'CHUYA'EIL{a.k.a.LM'CHIYA'EIL),LM'TULJ
SHA'EIL,[ILEMECH, I TUVALIKAYIN[ lwho[lwas[ Ithe

seventh[IgenerationJfrom LIKAYIN,[“was[he [ lwho

"sharpenedLall_tuttingLimplements[ of( ¢opperand

iron".[He worked with ‘copper, INECHOSHET, which i$

spelled INUNICHET[(No'ach,[10th[generation[from

ADAM) LISHINTAV ] (Sheit,[12nd [Cigeneration[Jfrom

ADAM)

[9] Adam,Mahalaleil, Avraham, Yaakov

This[was[a[TTriddlelin[the Shabbat[B'reishit(issue
andbecame [alspecialchallenge inlthe No'achissue.
Disappointingly, [rolane dot it [yet, [So we will reword
thisL¢hallenge [by going[ downlonelgeneration(for
each[hame mentioned: CKAYIN, YERED, MIDYAN,
REUVEN.That'sthe riew(challenge, [if you can(dall it

that.[Sowelare[notlanswering(this[onelyet[again
and willlgive [Ds o [the ffirst (Correct [Solutions.
[10] Streetan which the Nigerian [hstitute af

Managementisidcated

The[NigerianInstitute [of(Management [was [estab(]
lished[in[1961 [when[al‘general Cmeeting[of[ top
managerslin[Commerce, [Industry and Government
was[ Jconvened [ to[Idiscussthe[ formation[Jof[Ja
management Institutelin[Nigeria... (lt(is (known by[the
acronym(NIM, [@nd itsManagementHouse lislocated
at[Plot[22,[1dowulTaylor[Street,  Victorialsland,
Lagos.[But(for TTriddlepurposes, [it(is located on
NIM[Road.

Apologies!for[ there[ hot[ having[_been[ ParshaPix
explanationsLof[late.[Wehavehad[packedlissues
and lthat'column has[paid theprice more thanance.
Here's(an(abridged Version of last week'sBarshaPix
explanations.[Worms[comelinCapples, butall the
other[animals[camein[pears[(pairs).CAfish[to
remind (usthatfish[were [not faken(anthe Teiva, But
survived the[Mabullih(d[column [of (water [Linder [the
Teivalthat(did[not(have theldestructive forces(df the
rest(of (the floodwaters. Triceratops, & thinoceros!]
like dinosaur did[CinotCsurvive. [ Dove Cwith Colive
branch...["cloud [ with[rainbow... [ Icloud " with [ "rain.
Grapes(and[ wine[flask [ are[teferences(to[ No'ach
post(Blood[accupation.Beople figures represent the
proliferation(afliumanbeings(afterthe Flood. Tower
of [1BabellisJaccompanied [ by lwords[Jof[ Imany
languages. [ The [Wwords[alllmean[WATER,[the main
theme!(of(the first(part(of the(sedra. [languages/are:
Luxembourgish, [1Zulu, ] Chinese, "I Swedish, 1 Tamil,
Gaelic, Cltalian, “Carib,Finnish, Welsh,"Hungarian,
Albanian, Bengali,[(Korean, [Thdonesian. (TIRAS, [KUSH
ball; [GOMER[Pyle;[an[OVAL, [SH'VA, 12" [ruler!is [for
PUT, [asLin[U'FOOT.LKAFTORIM, [CHAVILA[ The [RAF
planelcalled[the [NIMRODIMR2.[Ranklinsignialof(a
majorlinlthe IDF. [RAVSEREN, [@bbreviated [RESEN.
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PUAH...

Wholis'his/Mother?

In‘thepastcouplelof(weekswelhave
discussed(theltroublingCstoryofthe
Savagelfamily.fHavingbeenlimpreg(]
natedOwith(thewrongembryo, they
decidedtolcarrythebabyfotermand
havelsincel deliveredandlgivenl(the
baby tolhisigenetic/parents.

AlthoughiSeanland Carolyn'Savage
are[honJews,thelstoryrhasrenewed
interestlin‘thehypotheticaldiscussion
ofparentagelin(halacha. If(thisiwas(a
Jewish(couple,(Whatfwould the status
of JthechildCbeJandCJwhoUarehis
halachicparents?

Firstloff, (without(knowing(the specifics
of(thelcase,[it[should behoted[that!it
is(] possible[] (although(J certainly] not
guaranteed)thatfarcouplelcouldfindra
heterJtolpermitCJthemJtoJterminate
suchalpregnancy.However, thatlis
notOwithintheUscope Cof ourCdiscus [
sion,JwhichlJwilll1belllimited[Itol[1the
issuesraisedJifCJsuchalJpregnancy
were(broughttolterm.

TherelisCalhalachicCprinciplethatLis
usedwhenldiscussing(thelrelationship
between(Jal father(Jand(his[Ison[that
states,['most(oflthelrelations(are(from
thehusband"[)(Sotah27a). CInCother
words,Twhen(Idiscussingllparentage,
welassumelthatthehusbandlisthe
fatherof "hisCwife'schild.[TTherefore,
therelis[noneed[ tolverifypaternity
through DNATtestingCor othersimilar
tests.[1 Thisl1holds[Itruellevenllwhen
therellis(] some(] question(] or(] doubt
regardingpaternity.

However,ourlcaseldoes[hot contain

any[questionorldoubt; [ therelis[not
onlyrarelearrthirdpartylinvolved,there
is[J outright(] evidencel[] demonstrating
thatthe JhusbandCisCnot[thefather.
Thisrevidencelextendstolthe mother
aslwell, raisinglclear[questionsias(to
halachicimaternity.

Whenlonelwoman(carriesalchild of
another] woman(] therell are(] four
possibilitiesLasto[wholisthe[halachic
mother(Jofithelchild.(1Either(1a)the
geneticlmotherTisthemother,b)the
birthCfmotherristhermother,c)neither
womantis[ thel motherlorlalternatively
d)bothfwomenTarelthe mother.[The
casel Ifor[Jeither[Jlwoman(Jis[Jintuitive.
Eitherlas(the[bearer(ofthelchildlorthe
provider[offits'genetic(materials, €ach
womanrChaslanlunderstandableltlaim
tolmaternity(of(the(child.

Furthermore,it(Jis[possiblelthat[lin
order( tol bel considered[ the[ halachic
motherlalwomanCmustcontributethe
geneticlmateriallasiwell as givelbirth
toLlit. ISinceneitherbwomanJsatisfies
thisfequirement, [itlis(possiblethatthe
childlinChalachicallytmotherless. Or, (it
may[belpossiblethat[thel satisfaction
ofJ eitherlJ requirementl] leads to
halachiclstatusfaslthemother.[InCour
case,[ leachlwoman( satisfies[lonellof
therequirementsandthusthe[child
hasiwohalachicimothers.

Ordinarily,(when(faced(with[alsituation
forCwhich(therelis[ nol clear[halachic
determination, (] the(] vast annals(] of
Talmudicliterature"aresearched for
precedentsluponwhichtol1build]1a
logicalrdecision.  ThisCquestionhas(in
recentllyearsbeenlldebatedTamong
theJ poskim,Jbutl]thereJis[Inolreal
definitivelanswer.
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Many[believe thatJthe JwomanCwho
contributes(1thel1geneticImaterial(is
consideredrthelhalachicfmother.[They
base( their] reasoningl] on[] various
Talmudicll sources,[1 including(] the
Gemarallthat[IstatesthatJthereare
threepartnersCin_theformation_of_a
child.[God[provides(thesoul,[and(the
motherlandfatherLeachprovide their
geneticimaterials.[Onelposek tecently
told(1 mel] that[in[J his[] opinion(] this
argumentimakes[the most[senseland
thereforetherelisThoneedforrarmore
direct/talmudiclsource.

However,[manyposkim[disagreeand
claim’that(thelwoman(who(gives[birth
tolthelchildCis[the Cmother. W e Dwill
discusssomeof their['sourcesnext
week.

Arise,Walk[throughtheIandlin[ifs
lengthahd[in[itsbireadth; forTWill
givelit[tblybu.[(B'reishit[IB:17)[G[d's
promise[td[Avraham [of [EretzMisrael.
Andlthese[arelthejuidgments
whichlybulshalllsétbeforethem.
(Sh'mot2l: ) Mishpatim, thel[ghmutlof
civil law which bwe must fdllow id [ar-der
tolhbld[ahto [EletzMisrael.
Theseltwo [plsukim hhve
thelsamelgimatriyal(d 992)

Nothingmuch,
what's[GNU (with
you?

Punchline[df(dn[dld[jbke.Tet's[deview
the[@nul{¢ulledfdom[thelidternet)...

Either[dfldwoThrge[African[dntelopes
having[d[drooping[thaneldnd[Beard,[d
long[dufted[tail, [ And[durved[horns[ih
both[sexes. [lAlsoLlcalled[wildebeest
(whichmeans[Cwild[Cbeast)...[razing
animals[that[dive[in[herdsCbn[bpen
grassland...[cbnstantly[mhove[id [ah [effort
tolIbcate[dew[dastures.[Thelsight[dfld
gnulhigration, With[its[distinctive[skyle
ofChnovement,[ds[perhaps[ the[most
impressive[groupléventlih[dhe[dnimal
kingdom...[2hey[3tands[higher[at[the
shoulder[than[&t[the [dump, [deaching[a
shoulder[heightLdfLdbout]35cm.lts
heavy[head[andChumped[khoulders
resemble[those[df[@[Buffalo, M/hilethe
compact[Hindquarters[atellike[those[df
albbrse.Mhelsbuthern[Africanfdrm, the
white[tiled[ghu, [dr[Black[Wildebeest,[id
dark[blrown [With Idngblack[tliftsoh [the
snout,[¢hin,[dhroat,[dnd[dhest,[And[d
blackCiane[hnd (flowing[Cwhite[tail...
Scarce, [ekists[dnly [id [nhtional [phrks[ahd
preserves.[The[Brindled[gnu,[or[Blue
wildebeest, [idlrkasonablyabundantldver
much [df[dentral[ahd [South[Africa. [1t[i3
silvery[gray [With [dark [vkrtical (Bands[dn
thelsides[ahd[hhs[alblack[nhane, [lil,[ahd
face, Mhitish [cheeks, [ahd [altLift [df[dark
hair[dn[chin[ahd[throat.[Both [skxes[df
both[pecies[havellarge[thorns[that
curveldown, [dutward,[ahd[up.[Thelghu
is[alkbsher@himal.
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Hiddenlinfhe([Sand
Gimatriya[Matches

[See[dlso[the [Gimatriyalinatchin[the
box[dn[phge[3B.]

B'reishit[12:7 [kellsCus[J(again) Lof[khe
creation [df[the[fitrst[human [Bking.

bgb DEaNTEN DN CE Sath
=T TEPE YENT NE mRINgThR
= g oINT T

And[HaShem [fbrmed[nhan[dflthe[dust[df
theground,[Jand[breathedinto [his
nostrilsCthe[breath Cbf[life;[_hndChan
became[alliving[sbul.

Islthere [alphsuk[ebitomizes[BOTENTIAL
more[than[thisCbne? CAt[the[ positive
extreme [ bf[ that[potential (s [Avraham
Avinu,[the[dne[Who[dediscovered[One
GldldAndObved[MimWith[d[Passion e
can[onlyCkry[CkoClemulate. [JAvraham's
reward[Was[the[dation[He[fathered[dnd
thelland[He[Was[diven[dn[Behalf[df[His

descendants.
ORT TPRTIPR YIRTTIIER B
=R1D7IL WA natmN 2
For[dll [the Thnd Which ouLsee, (b Lou
willllglve[id, lahd [t [ybur[séed fbrever.
The[degative[dxtemelit[Amalek[dnd[4ll
he/itlcépresents.[Welale[cbmmanded,
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to[demember[Amalek,[dever[do[forget
what[it[did[ahd [tb [Wipe[dut[ids[lemnant
from[dnder[the[Heavens.[It[i$ [dctually [d

condition Cof[Clthe (realization CofCthe
promises(td[the[Avot.

AllBlpIsukimbhve[the[shmelgimatriya.

BarshajRointsgtoRonder

Suggested[answers

I)[Mhe[Sfornolahswers[that[these[Words
capture[dhe[dwo[deasons vhy[Avraham
named[hisCson, dYishmael. dJOne Cwas
because[G[D [Heard[His[dwn[drayers[Hut
theldther[Was[BHecause[thelahgel[hhd[tbld
Hagar [that[thisWould[bk[hishhme.

2)[The[KliOYakar[teaches[that[since[the
purposellof[Ithe [lcircumcisionCwas[to
perform[ChnCexternal Claction[koCbring
internal Cpurity[fo[the[heart, [ Avraham,
wholalready[aktained[that[purity[df[Heart
did[dot[rkally (Have[tb [cdircumcise (Himself.
G[D[dnly[dommanded[Him[tb[do[so[fbr
his[Emily [tb (Iéarn [from [Him [ahd [fbr[the
world[tb[ske.Thus,[G[D [chustlemphasize
AND YIOU [mhust[also [perform [this [mhitzva
yourself.

3) [Mhe[@hrHaChayim [&xplains [that [G D
specificallyvanted CAvraham (o Ldircum[
cise[himself[first[ahd [dnly[then[the [dthers
inChisCFamily Ckince[Ckhe Cmohel Cimust,
himself,(0be Ccircumcised.[(dTheseCextra
words[indicate[thatCAvraham[ChotConly
performed[the[Mila[But[that[heldid[do
according[td[this[specificlrlile.
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