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VAYEIRA 5TATS

4th [of[tHe (54 [sddras; [4th Lo (T2 [sddras [id (Blreishit
Written (o (232 (Tihes [il[a[Safer (Tdrah, [rdnks [Sth
6[Phrshiyot; [4Topen, (2T clbsed

147 [pJsukim (ClAnks (7th [{th [id [Rlreishit)

2085 [wbrds [Idnks [2hd [{flrst [ [Blreishit)

7862 ekters [Idnks 3td [(And [i (Blreishit)

P'sukim [above [a¥erage [il[lehgth [{Je. [nimber [of
words [ahd [nmber Lo (Tekters [pér [psuk) [edplain [ith
rise [in[rdnkings frbm [pYsukim [td [wbrds [(dnd Tekters).
Vayeira [isLadtually (Zhd [Takgest [sddra [in[tHe [Tdrah.
(Naso, [isI# | [with [nd [riVal [TTBAmidbar, [Pinchas,

and [Rlei[all [tAke [up [ore [Tihes [tHan (Vayeira, [(hit
those [sddras [edch [hdve [dany [pdrshiyot, [which

means [alok [of (blank [sgace [htween [pdrshiyot,

which [adds [td[tHe [nimber [of (Tihes.)

MITZVOT

None Lol (Taryag [ate [fdund i (VAyeira [{dne Lo (T
sedras [without [edtries (o [tHe [Tdt [od[¢] 3) ([THbwever,
there [ade [Midot [abd [values[ahd [ofher ebsons.

Wﬂﬂn [llmllﬂ [M“"TH cont.[from[d.2

Alweekly TT feature!tohelp| tlarifypractical ‘and _conceptual
aspects'of 1 thel) Jewish"| Calendar,  thereby! enhancing!lour
appreciation of Gd's giftto uslof HaChodesh'HaZeh'Lachenm...

aldertainension@sCheshvanlprocedes
MivhenOWvillOtC$tart[(fainingOn[Céarnest.
TheMishnaldays[thatOf(it[(Aasn't[dained
bythel 7th[bfCCheshvan,Ondividuals
would@cceptipondhemselvesiofast.
IronichatlkfheldatedhatfheMabul
began.Plenty CofCrainCdthen.OFarCkoo
muchCandChot[Cgoodtain[atlall.Sothe
17thof@helMonthOriggershelfeeling
of[dain?MNo[dain?[Good[dain?[Bad[dain?
B"H,OwehavelgottenaOsignificant
amountdfdainiévenBeforefhed7th.
And[@n[itfbo.May[t@IIBe@IVRACHA.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>X:Y{Z)]@ndOS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startCofCJa0Oparshalp‘tuchallorCs‘tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasuk[of[fhe
beginningOofCtheparsha; ((Z) DisCkhe
numberdfi@'sukimhfheldarsha.

Kohen(IEirst[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [LIIB: | (14

[P> 18:1071)] AndOGOdOappeared
tohimAvraham)...

SDTY: Thellusellof! Ithel lpronoun!]1"him"
rather " thanusing[the name Avrahamis
significant. [EILAV (tolhim)iefers s back
tol] thell previousU parshall (1) Avraham's
circumcisionUattheJendof! ILech[ L 'cha,
indicating that[ the purpose ofl Gd's Visit
with! Avraham was| Bikur[ Cholim, [ Visiting
thesick. UFurthermore, the fact! that! the
TorahUdoes notUindicate that G ldsaid
anythinglfolAvrahamlat(thisMappearance”,
tellslus [ that He had  another purpose, [ Viz.
Bikur(Cholim.[Commentariesteachus|that
GldwasVisiting thelSick, [éventhough(the
Written [ Word|does not|say|thatatlall.

HelisOsittinglatOthelentrancelofUhis
tentl (watchingl forl travelers to
welcome)lnhelheatbfltheHay.

SDTY: [i[was unnaturallyl hot; [ that was
Gld'sldoing, [tolspareAvraham[the bother
of visitors, | Hel removed| thel sun! from![its
envelope...[| However, [ 1 Avraham!is[ ] disl]
tressed[ by(thelabsencelofvisitors, 50 Gld
sendsthreelangels tolhimlin[thel guisel of
wayfarers.!] WellhavellalllessonWwithin(al]
lessonltolearnlhere.(Tolbe carefulfoldofor
others Tlespeciallythelilllandlélderly Twhat
THEY(need, lof dourse) landwant, [notwWhat
WE [ want,and[ not! what[ wel THINK they
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want. ] Also, [ toOrealizethat[ there are
exceptions!folrules.[Somelpeoplellike being
fussedUlabout; [lothers ldon't.[ | For[lsome,
taking1things(leasylisl1therapeutic.!| For
others, CactionlistheirCimedicine. [Avraham
didnotUwant"totakethingseasy, even
thoughlhelWwas!diling.[SolGd, solto speak,
accommodated him.

Avrahamlkees[thelthreeI'men"hnd
runsttolreetthem, hfterfhskingIGOd
tobwaitlorthimsoltobpeak).dFrom
herelwelhrelfaughtlthelsreatnessf
thelmitzvalbflHachnasatfOrchim.)

ThisOs[one[of(thevayslolinterpret
the[Opasuk[OkhatCJADONAIOmeans
GOd,0 andO thatd Avraham[ was
addressingCHim.OADONAIkan[halso
mean"myOsirs",OdinwhichC case
Avraham[touldChavelbeen$peaking
to[XhelCimen/angels.Eachpossibility
causesOminorCawkwardnessCin[CJthe
flowCDofCtheCp'sukim. OTheOword Clis
consideredCholydmeaning[thel[First
opinion[Prevails),@ndSofrimuriteit
with[heXavanafor[G[d's[Mame, [But
somelIsay[dthatCloneldshouldCuselda
conditionalCsanctification"Ebridriting
thisOword.[ThisOsCaltouchyCSubject
for[(Sofrim,kince[dGd'sChames[Chre
writtenOith[23pecialCdeclarationCof
sanctity, (dndQivordsOhat[@rehot[His
namesdarednotCsupposeddtoldbe
sanctified.dnthe[FewtasesCwhere
thered isd ald dispute, [ thed T'NAI,
conditionaldstatement of(dkedusha
comelinOhandy.COHowever,[dsome
authorities[frule(ThatOtOsCbetter[To
sancify[d[IName[évenOf[kMighthot
belkacred, Father[(XhanChot[kanctil]l
fyingt, [t Holy.

SDT: '"Speakllittle, "but domuch." This
maxim! [from[ |Pirkeil |Avot[lis Imanifest( lin

Avraham[ Avinu's'behavior. Hel offers| the
angelslalbit ofwaterland somelbread, but

inlfact prepares forlthem|(with(thelhelplof
SaralandYishmael) dlsumptuous meal. [The
Mishnalstates [that! Avraham'smeallfor the
strangers[Wwas!| proportionally| greater than
evenlthel feastUof! IShlomol _HaMelechlin
celebrationUofthe buildinglof!the[Beit
HaMikdash. U AvrahamJandSaraarelthe
ultimatelmodels| forl hospitality, ‘oneloflthe
hallmarks|ofthe Jewish People.

OnelbbflthelhngelslinformslAvraham
oflithelpendinglbirthlofl Yitzchak.
Sara'slreactionlisOtollaughl(alslight
doubtlinOthelabilityloflal1000year
oldImanltolfatheralchildlandlotla
900yearloldwoman(tolgivelbirth).
GldbsksOAvrahamwhy@Saralwould
doubtOHisOabilitytodpermitdanlold
womanltoltonceive.

SDTY: RabbiYehudalsayslin thelhamelof
Ravl{in[BavalM'tzi'a): TWhatTAvraham[did
forlhisl guests by himself, (Gld[ did for[the
PeoplelofIsrael by Himself; what Avraham

didialanother, (Gddid likewise. [Avraham

said: [ YUKACHI NALM'AT MAYIM. Rashi
explains the strangel grammaticall form| by
sayingthat! Avraham!| did not  provided|the
waterltolthelStangers himself! (it Hdoes[not
sayl K'CHU...)[ 5ol too, [when| Gd[was| to
providelwater![ tol Avraham's| descendants,

Hel commanded! Moshe! Rabeinul tol throw
thesticklintotheWater, [fo strike(thelrock,

tolspeakl(toltheltock. [ But! Avraham|fed the
angelshimselfl 11"and [ 1Willl get[the bread,

etc.""WhenGld needed tolfeed(the People,

Helprovidedusiwith|Manna. [Moshedidnot
bringlitlabout.[ G d[gavelitstraight(to(the
People.

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
19 [plsukim [IIIB: 1533

SaralwouldOlikeOtoOdenylthatlshe
laughedldoubted),butlbheltannot.
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Thelthreelhngelsleachthadhlkingle
task:0OneltolheallAvraham,lonelto
announcell thel birth0 ofll Yitzchak
(bothOmissionsdaccomplished),0the
thirddtoOdestroylS'dom.0Thatlangel
isll nowll accompaniedl byll Refa'el,
whosellnewltasklisltolsavellotland
family.0Avrahamlescortslkhellangels
onltheirBvayltolB'dom.

SDT: Oncelagain, wellearn(the correct
behaviorLoflalproperlhost from Avraham:
partloflhospitalityis(to escort your|guests
asltheylleavelyour home. Itlis éven saidthat
escortingloutlis|greater(thanushering|in.

HaShemUnextOtellsOAvrahamUofUhis
intentionll toll destroyll S'dom.
AvrahamlpleadslandlObargainson
theirl behalf,0 butl therel aren't
enoughlrighteousl peopleltodsave
theltities.

ThelldialogbetweenlAvrahamland
HaSheml isll anl astoundingll (and
unique)l examplel ofll thel close
relationshipbetweenlthem.

SDPT: Avraham's expressionlof humility
before GldlUis "and 1 am! dust and ash".
Says[ the Gemara, becausel of Avraham's
humility, this(c¢hildren merited two mitzvot (1)
thelashlofthel Paral Adumaland(the dustlof
thel Sota.[ Torah! T'mimal_explains|that the
ParalAdumalashlis(thelsymbollof spiritual
purity(whichcan"be thoughtof "asthe
realmUof!]"betweenIthe |Jewland[1Gd"
mitzvot).  Thelhopeful lbutcomelof! the Sota
procedurelis[Shalom[Bayit,[beinglalinajor
example | of | interpersonalllrelationships.
Thus thel reward| forl Avrahamtovers|the
wholelvange of'Jewish!life.

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
20[plsukim [IIB: 1

ThelwolhngelslhrrivelinE'domlhnd
areltakenlinObyULot.0[ TheOnephew
ofl Avrahamll Avinull hasl learned
somethingll froml his uncle.]0 The
peoplelofllS'domOdemonstrateltheir
evilll nature.O It0 isO clear0 from0 the
p'sukimbasOwelllasOMidrashim0Oand
commentaries,l thatd Lot wasl not
sufficientlylpiouslbribelievinglinthis
ownlright,butlhellcomparedfavorl
ablylwiththelpeoplehmongiwhom
helllived,JandOhe0hadOmeritdasOthe
nephewloflAvraham.O(AndOas0Othe
progenitorbflRuth!)

SPY: Thelword "and hellingered"lis tead
withtherare troplimark, Uthe lshalshelet,
whichlmusically emphasizes|the teluctance
ofl Lotlto(believewhathewastold[by(the
angelsland)leave.[ThelsameWord(is iised
inlcontrasttothis [behaviorloflLot, in
describingl thel] haste[l with[] which[ the
Children(lofUIsraell \left | Egypt lat[1Gld's
command, [ symbolized by thelmatzalwhich
theyhastilybaked rather than(linger![for
theldoughtoltiseland producela"proper”
bread!| demonstratingl ] their!] faith!| and
confidencelin{Gld.Unteresting, UisUit[ not,
thatLotlisldescribed asbakinglinatzot| for
thelvisitors. ) Rashi's| comment. 1 It I was
Pesach.[ Which[ givesluslaldoublelassocil]
ationforlthel¢ontrast betweenLotland the
peopleofUlIsrael " |(Pesach/matzalland( ithe
unusual word L'HITIMAH MEI'AH).

LotlisOledOoutlotOthelcityObylthe
angels,hiswifelandtwoldaughters
withthim.OTheylareltoldOtolfleelfor
theirllives,withoutlookingbacklat
thel destructionl ofll thel cities.0 Lot
pleadsll forl permissionl tol seek
refugeltloserlby.
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R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
40[plsukim [IIIP:21 (2 :4

2nddngest[R'vi'ilid[the Morah

Oncell Lot andl familyl arell safely
away,l thell destructionll ofl S'dom
takeslplace.OLot'sOwifellooksback
forbiddenhndlturnslntolhlpillarbf
salt.0HerOpbunishment[iskpecifically
withlsaltbasthlmeasurelforllneasure
forthertinginessiwithluests.)

From[thelé&pisodebf[Lot’'s[Wwife, Cwe
canldraw[fhebbllowing[point.Mot@nd
familyQvere[orthy[of(being[$pared
theHestructionCbf(5'dom, [CbutCthey
were[hotCWorthyCénough@o[belable
toWwitness[theldestruction.[This,[n
contrasto[Avraham,Who¥iewshe
destruction.

"AndOAvrahaml[getsluplearlylindthe
morningl toll thel placell wherell he
STOODbeforelGd."

SDTY: Avraham(ieturns(io thelSame spot
tolspeak(toGld.[From herelis derived the
concept of havinglal MAKOMIKAVUA, [ a
fixed placelforlprayer.[The[ Talmud(says:
"helwho ! fixeshimselfld placelforidavening,
thel 1 GldI 1 of 1 Avraham I willl | help[ 1 him".
(However, Lal ffixed placelinshul should
NEVERUbellthelIcausellofl largumentor
discord.E.g.[Whenlapersonlcomes late(llor
evenlon timel | 1toshul andl someonelis
sittinglin["his seat", howlto handlelsuchla
situation requires [ sensitivity[ 1Tand[ often,
thel qualitylofl al VATRAN,  one willingl to
givelin/for(thelsakeldflaccord.)

Of[ldourse, norefundamentally, [tk
this[pasuk@nd@nother@hatldombine
toOsupport"dheGemara's(Statement
thatdD AvrahamO institutedd T'filat
Shacharit.dOThatJAMIDA, OtoOstand
before[G[d, [hheansio[prayiskarned

fromCVAYA'AMODCPINCHASCVAIPA
LEIL.CAnd[Pinchas[ktoodCOinCbrayer
(weltan$ay)IT'hilim[106:30.CThe
pasuk[here0n[VayeiralinksCAMIDA
with[CAvrahamCAvinuCandwithCearly
inffhethorning,[BenceShacharit.

ThelTorahlreiterateslthelpointOthat
LotOwaslsavedlinOtheOmeritDotThis
unclel Avraham0OAvinull(and0Ruth,
thel'motherloflioyalty"Dwholwas[to
comell froml Lot0 M GOdO cand work
meritleitherdfromOtheOpastlorOthe
future).

Lot'sl twol daughters,0 havingl witQ
nessedl thel totall destructionl of
S'domlhndlitslvacinity,lhssumelthat
theyl arell thel solell survivorsll of
mankind.O Theyl plotl tol getd Lot
drunklandBsleeplwithOhiml[inOorder
toll continuel humanity.0Moavland
Amonlhreltheltesults.

NotethatC&verything[thatChasChapOl
penedOsoOfarOdinC0Parshat[dVayeira,
makeOupOaCkingleOlong,d71Pasuk
parsha.O0FromOtheOarrivaldofdthe
angelsthroughfheldompletion[dfthe
final(taskCof(khoselangelsdhamely,
theOdestructionOofdS'dom.OAppard
ently, 0 theO differentd episodes all
belongd togetherd mored than one
wouldDinitiallyCthink. OTheCOcommon
thread, éfCdourse, [k/arehelangels.
Theirfasks@re[dowldomplete.

[S>[20:1018)] AvrahamlandOSara
nowl travell toll G'rarll wherell they
againlpresentlhemselveslhslbrother
andlsister.0 SaralisO takenl to Avill
melech,0butl GOdO appearsl todhim
anddwarnsOhimOnotOtoOtouchlher.
AvimelechltonfrontslAvraham@wvho
explainslthatOhisOfearsOwerelbased
onlthellackbof"FearJofIGOd"0infthe
place.
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Avraham0thenlpraysOonlObehalfiof
Avimelechll andl hisl peoplell who
werelbktrickenOwith[hdiseaseOwhich
renderedfhemlemporarily[$terile.

Froml[this[pbint[2 |:1)tb[the [ehd[dfMayeira,
islthe[Torah[rkading[dflRoshHaShanal(part
onlthe[fitstldhy, [phrtloh[thesécond.)

[S>0O21:10(21)] GIMO fulfillsO His
promisellandlSarallbecomeslpregll
nant.OShelbearslalsonltodAvraham
inthisthdvancedlhge,lbndthelkonlis
calledlYitzchak.OAvraham0Ocircuml
cisesllYitzchakmhtleightldaysloflhge,
asliGdhasltommanded.

Avraham's[Chaving[CprayedCon[Cbehalf
of[AvimelechFor[thildrenOsCuxtald
posed[ltodSaralImeinulCconceiving.
OurdSagelteachCusCthat[selflessly
praying[forCothersCdcanCsometimes
resultUinOtheOsameOprayers[Cbeing
answeredbriMourself.

Chamishi [IEth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim 1201 :5 2

Avraham[isl 1000 yearsdoldd when
Yitzchaklisborn.OAvrahamOnakeslh
greatlpartyluponltheloccasionlof
Yitzchak'slbeingBveaned.

Although[the[plainClinderstanding Cof
B'YOMOHIGAMEILCETOIYITZCHAKCis
"whenNitzchakWasWeaned" Iwhich
Rashil$ayslis[At[24 nonthsCoflCage,
thereOsAREMEZ[{hint/clue)dnCthe
word[HIGAMEILXo[a[possibleCother
explanation ofd thed word.[J HEI+
GIMMELC=[BXdays),CMEMIIAMED,
MAL,OasC¢ircumcised.dtC¢anCean
thatCkhe[partyCOn[questionCwas[to
celebrate¥itzchak's[BRIT.

How many tilapia in the sedra?

AsllYitzchaklisl growing up,l Sara
noticesll thell potentiall negative
influencelbfllYishmaellhndlemands
ofIAvrahaml[thatlhelsendlYishmael
andl his motherl Hagar,0 away.
BlindedObylOhisOgreatd"kindOheart",
Avrahaml[has[tolbeltoldIbyIGOdto
listenltol0Sara.0HagarOandOYishmael
oncel againl arell onll thel vergel of
deathl in0 thel wilderness,0 but
Yishmael'sll prayersl arell answered
andll theyl arell saved.l Hagarl is
assuredlbylanlangellthatOtheywill
survive.

Andlindeedl theylldo,0 anddHagar
subsequentlydmarriesOYishmaelloff
tolhbvomanrombhelandbflEgypt.

Both[HagarCandYishmael[prayed[io
GOdOWwhenYishmaelOvasCdying. [GLd
heard[Tthead's[Woice".[Rashi[$ays,
fromherelWelearn@hat@helStrongd
estOprayerofferedd onbehalfdof
someoneWhols[lAredhose[df(the
sickpersonChimself[{if(hells@ble[to
prayOonChisCownbehalf).OAnd, Cof
course, [othersCkhouldCprayConChis
behalf@sWwell, [MegardlessdflWhether
thepersonhimselffik[@bledoldaven.
In[fact, @herel@rel@pinionshatBikur
CholimCMUSTOncludeClaCprayerCfor
theOrecoveryOofdthepatientd(the
visitee)OnCadditionXoAnythingLCelse
oneldoes, OforOthemitzvaCtoCdbe
considered[properly[Performed.IThis
can[bel@ouchylssuelif(ihelpatient
is[lipset[bypeople'sprayingForhhim
or[her.PerhapsClinCkhatCdcase,[khe
prayersidan(BelSilenti@ndhconspicull
ous.]
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Shishi[Bixch[Aliya[ll
| 3[plsukim 121 :22[34

[P>121:22[013)] Avimelechlhndhhis
commanderPichollenterdntolhlpact
withlAvraham.OThelpacthhastoddo
withOwellsOthatDAvraham0Odug,Othat
theservantsbflAvimelechlbtole,the
returnl ofll thosell wellsl andd the
acknowledgementl byl Avimelech
thatlkhebwellsldolhctuallybelonglto
Avraham.OThelcitylJoflBe'erdSheva
receiveslitsnamelfromOtheldouble
meaningloflthel70sheeplusedlas
tokensl ofll thell covenantl andl the
oathbwornlbetweenlthem.

Avrahaml[plantsan'Eshel"lin0Be'er
Sheva.lInOadditionltolbeinglaltype
ofll tree,0 thell wordl ESHELD is
consideredll anll acronyml ofll the
Hebrewll wordsll forll Food,l Drink,
andlLodgingsl(ordFood,0Sleeping,
Escort).JESHELOAVRAHAMIUisOthe
symbolbflhospitality[forlhllkimes.

Sh'VIII[Seventh[Aliya
24[plsukim[I12R: 1 (24

[P>22:1@19)] ThisOsEhelportionldf
theO Binding ofd Isaac] I Akeidat
Yitzchak.[orhe[CAkeidaOs[CbneCbf[the
few[passages(dromEtheTorah[tolbe
incorporatedlintofdourldaily[davening
(therel@relfhoselWholdid[motlihclude
itOnheirCdavening,CAndtherelare
siddurim@hatldon'tRaveli, [Butlhost
siddurimputdhelBkeidalkith@nlihtro
and[tlosing[prayer, Cafter(theCnornd
ingrachot@ndBefore[®orbanot). [t

See what she gave birth to

representstheultimateCmanifestal]
tionCbfCtommitmentXoCandOovelbf
GO.Ot@EIsoelongOkdheportionof
the[davening[talledCKORBANOTfor
obvious[teasons.CAndthentherells
thelidealdf[@HributeIofheldriginator
of[Shacharit.

Although[Moneldf[Avraham's[descen]
dants(Qwe,theJewish[People)tan
ever[beltestedin[$oldrasticChlivay
(becauselWwelRaveltheléxperiences[df
ourdpredecessorsttogiveusCsup ]
port), OwelddoOderivedtremendous
inspirationdfromhisCportionCbfCthe
Torah.[Itlk[PartiofldurHeritagel@nd,
even[dmore,OpartOofCourCJEssence.
TestsofCOFaithClareOrelativetoCkhe
individual.[Bach[dflds(is[dhallenged[ih
differentCivays[throughoutCourives.
Solfoo,MorClisCasC@Nation.[Maylive
be@lways[guidedbytleeptommit]
mentbMorah@nddewishMMalues.

MORE.O Akeidat Yitzchak isd our

identityOcard.OItOdefinesCOwhoOwe

are...[8venlWhen[durldwnBehavioris

contradictorydtoOourdTorahOstand
dards.OWestandObefore[dGIdJon

Judgment[DayMRosh[HaShana,[@nd

welblowXhel[BhofarCmadefrom[h

ram'sChorn. (Weldsk[GLd doltemem
ber[Akeidat¥itzchak[@nd[Bavelthercy

ond HisO (sometimes undeserving)

children.Weltead[@he[Akeidalinthe

TorahCandWelteferMolit[tepeatedly

inCourfRosh[HaShanaldavening&and

Slichot, Molnhspire[lis@2nd@oldentify

us.

Afterl thesell events,0 GIdO tested
AvrahamIHeloldIAvrahaml@oltake
Yitzchaklto[HarHaMoriyalhndbfter
him0 asl anl Olah0 M an0 alllburnt
sacrifice...IAvraham[enthusiastically
setloutltoldo0GId'sObidding...0O0N
thel thirdl day,0 Avrahaml sawl the

OUllsrael CenterTT882 % 8 & TheVayeira57700ssue



intendedlplacelfromMOafardandOtold
theltwoladslEliezerlhndYishmael,
accordinglitolourOTradition)tolwait
withtheldonkey...0Onhkhebway,Just
Avraham(l andl Yitzchak,l handl in
hand,l Yitzchakl asksll wherell the
animallforlsacrificellislandlYitzchak
understoodl whatl wasl tol happen
fromOAvraham'slanswer.lAvraham
builtdanOaltar,DboundOYitzchakOtolit
andl wasl aboutl tol sacrificel him,
whenlhlheavenlylangelltoldthim[ko
stopll andll notll harml thell boy.
AvrahamlkpottedaliramwhichOour
TraditionltellsfusOmightOhaveObeen
createdlbpecificallylforlthisourpose
inl thel instantd beforel thel first
ShabbatloflB'reishit,JasOoneloflthe
tfinallactsfoflCreation)Ocaughtoyliits
hornsllindaOthicket.0 GOdOacknowll
edgesl Avraham'sll dedicationll and
blessesll him0againl withd countless
descendants...0AvrahamlandOcom
panylreturnfoB'erBheva.

[P>[22:20005)] Thelparshallends
withlilnentionoflthelbirthloflRivka,
tollinkO toltheOnextOphaselofllthe
developmentloflJudaismIlviz.,Othe
meansl ofll its transmissionll and
continuity.

Maftirsthelinallfivelp'sukim.

ItOsCthisOastCportionCofbp'sukim
that[lellCusC@bout[Rivka's[birth.[But
weldlsoRearfhatMachor[]Avraham's
brother)[Aadldight[Sons[fromAisWife
Milkad andO fourd sons[] from his
concubinedR'uma.O0WeOareOreally
interestedih[dnelSonIB'tu'el, Father
of[Rivkalland@avan).[Why[elliskhe
rest?[CRabbilMacyd0Gordon[suggests
thathel[Torahlis[tellingCisChow&he
"other[half"Oive. Contrast@heough

familyOlifedofdAvrahamOwithOhis
brother'sCargerfamily.[Nachor[Chad
the®roverbial(houselih(fhel3uburbs,
twolkars,[membershipCntheocal
countrytlub.[Avraham[had[trouble
atChome, OleftCkoOplacesClunknown,
underwentCmanyErialsCandCEribulald
tions, Ovas[¢hildlessdor@dongdime,
hadCdomesticldifficulties, SufferedCa
famine...CAvrahamChadoCaitiwo
generationsd ford hisd 120 tribes.
Nachor'sldamelthuchSooner.

Ah,O butO lookd atd theO spiritual
difference.OLookdatCOwhoO0Avraham
was,[@AndOkolls. [MNowdranslatedhe
wholeJcommentOandOapplyditOto
JewishMistoryQls.[helStorydf[dnany
other[dations.

Haf¢aralll}’ plsukim
Melachim [Bet[THt | (317

Thel sedrall showsl usl thell sharp
contrastlbetweenlthelkindnessland
hospitalitylofl AvrahamU&[Sarallon
thell onell hand,0 andd thel cruel
"businesslisObusiness"Dandl"what's
infitdfor0me"OnatureloflS'dom.0The
haftarall is aboutl thell widowl oflla
prophetliwholwaslfacingllosinglher
twol childrenll becausell ofll her
povertyl and0 thel twistedO statel of
Israel'slbocietylthatlostlkightDofTthe
legacyllotlAvrahamUOandOSara.0The
prophetlElishalperformslalmiracle
(ofll olivell oill miraculouslyl filling
many[lvesselsOthatthewomanUhad
andborrowedhndhnointedlwithla
tewldropsflbillshelbossessed)hnd
thefamilylsparedithatlplight.

Thell haftarall alsol tellsll ofll the
Shunamitelwomanlwholprayedso
ferventlylforfalson.OShelhadOalson
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butl hell died.d Hell isll miraculously
resuscitatedbylElisha.OThisformsth
counterpartltolthelbirthbfllYitzchak
andl thel subsequentdalmostdosing
himOatOtheOAkeida.O(AndOfitsOwell
withll MidrashimlO thatl sayl that
Yitzchaklwaslactuallylsacrificeddon
thelAltardand0OrestoredOtollife0dwe
havelreferencesdtoDAFAROOSHEL
YITZCHAK, helhshesbfllyitzchak.)

#& We often confuse "desired" with "desirable"
From{('A[Candle(by[Day"byRabbiBhragaSilverstein

AlCandlelby[Day(The[Antidote®ThelWorld[OfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[at[054[209[B200

Lead Tidbit cont.from frontpage

which@elwilllShowhim,[@ndHeldid.
Took[Riswife,[Mephew, @ndbllowers
andldame@bheand[df[Tanaan.

Withoutaking@way@fromheldhajor
step[Aliyalk[HorhoselWholdome, [ik
isCbeingOreferred toDheredasClthe
"easy",[dlementary[gart[dffAliya.

When[Avraham@ndZarah@rrivedlh
Eretz[¥israel, (Xheydid[hot[Chavela
smooth[K'LITA,@bsorption.[And[his
isC$odorCmostlofltheirfdescendants
wholdhooselfodbllowfheirdead.Doo
notOlookOatOAliyaOandOK'litaldas
separatel[things.[TToming[toliveln
IsraelCandgoing[backfromCwhere
oneldamedrom MMMivhether[t[k[tight
awaylorlafter@n@mountofdime, Ok
notCaldefinitionCofCBuccessful(Aliya.
ThelBarderpartfofiihelAliyalprocess
[OtheOintermediateJandJadvanced
partsCof(tMMinclude@bsorption@nd
whatCaOpersonTdoesOwithChisCife
when[BHellivesHere.

Wouldn'ttAvrahamCandBaralhavel2
"heter"@oOiveOn[Charanorklsel]
where)OnOight[CbfCTheirCsuccessCn
being[M'KAREV[People.dnSpreading
theldonceptslofibelieflih[dne[GLdHo
alllgeople?

Theldimplel@nswerlis, [Mot[f[GLd Told
them@oldoMo[Eretz[¥israel.(And ot
ifCtheyCWwillCtontinuetheirteaching
and[ihfluencingihheir[dewdbcation.
And@otflAvraham@was[dommanded
al$econdlechll'chaltoltise[Xol[the
spiritualCheightsCofbeliefCAndCéom[
mitmentb[GLdih[EretzNisrael.

As[Cwith[Xhe[Fathers,[koCwith[their
children.TheldallObrAliyalis[Aot[ust
to[domelRere.ItsHoSucceedfere;
tolhelpOmproveldne'sSpiritualdevel

I

andIhatldfldne's[fellows, Yxnn nxoa 1y
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DIVREIMENACHEM

The[parshalbegins by(tellinglus(that/in
thelheatlof(the day[(asCAvraham[was
recovering!from his/Brit[Mila), [ Hashem
appeared/(Vayeira)to[Avraham.(It(was
as(ifHashemwas[payingrhim/a(sick/¢all
or,[Iperhaps,[lpayingl]tribute[/tol ] our
forefather!for(1his[]exceedingly( high
levelloflselflsacrifice.

Then[Avrahamlifted his[éyes[and[saw
(Vayar)[and,'beholdthreemen[were
standing/over him.[Andhe(saw([again]
and/ran[towardlthem...[and[said,'My
Lord[[Hashem]...(pleasedo mot[ pass
away!| from[! your(] servant"[] (after
TanchumalYashan).

These[various[phases[lof Jobservation

teachlus(]something(]about[relation’]
ships'betweenManlandManland/Man

and[Gld.[For[ the[ passivel uselJofl the

term/[that/ describesG/d's[appearance

to[Avraham/suggests(that/Hashemlwas,

as(litlJwere,[] already[lhoveringll over

Avraham.[|Butlit[ 'takes[]al]Tzadik[Ito

recognize(this.

Perhaps(| onlyl] when[] this[] Presence
manifesteditself lwas[JAvraham[then
able[ tol perceivel the[I"visitors".lAnd,
ourllrabbis(tell[us, it lwas[Inot[]just
Avraham'snaturalldesireltolhelplothers
that(stimulated/him[to(rush(towards his
unexpectedguests.[Forhe['saw"[that
thel] overridingl! Divinell imperative
demanded/[that(the best[Wway[tol serve
Hashem/at/thatimoment/was, indeed, to
dowhathelalways/did/best:forhostlthe
guestsl and(inspire[them[to[follow[his
holyteachings.

BatshaRointsgtojRonder
VAYEIRA

) Why[does[G D [shy TIWILL[SAVETHE
ENTIRECIPLACEonHaccountofLfifty
righteous[{l 8:26) [(feople While[Avraham
asked CWILLCOYOUONOTCSAVELITHE
PLACELJONLJACCOUNTOOFOIFIFTY
RIGHTEOUS[PEOPLEL[{18:24) Lwithout
mentioning[(MHE[ENTIRE[PLACE?

2)[MVhy[does[the[Torah aste[the[Words
toltklllus[thatMot's[sbns[did[dot[Helieve
that[G[D Ovas[going[Ho[destroy[3'dom
(19:14)?[(What[delevance [does[this[(Have
toldurlives?

3)[The[Torah[statesLAND LIT (WASLAT
THAT LTIMEthat[Avimelech[decided [do
make[a[lpactCwithCJAvraham[J(21:22)
indicating[that[sbmething[about[that[time
prompted[this[Jact.[Considering[the[fhct
that[the[previousOstory[Crelated Cto
Avraham[kending[HagarChnd [ ishmael
away [ftom [His[Home, [What led[Avimelech
toldo[this[specifically [AT MHAT TIME?

ParshaPointsfoPonder
is[pdepared (hy
Rabbi%ov[ﬂipman
who [tdaches [ad [Réishit (Ydrushalayim [add [Machon
Maayan [idl[Beit [SHemesh [add [isItHe [adthor [of
"DISCOVER: (Ahswers [fdr (Tdenagers [(dnd [adults) [td
Questions [about [tHe (Jewish [Edith" Idheim(i‘d
"TIMEOUT:[Sports[Stories[a$
Game[PlanfdrSpiritual Sliccess”
alrdcent[rdlease [by (Dbvora Piiblishing

ppp@ouisrael.org
Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [inl(tHis [isbue (Tdok fdr

them, (bt [odly [after [algdod [pbndering

From[an[articlelinltheJPost[thispast
Friday.[(AnlobjectlisA(CHEIFETZ,
butlalpadgetlist

Y20
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FROMIULIVIRTUA

LSHLOFINL

OUYERRLIRERRL

TheOrthodox Union[Miiaits Website [Tfields ‘questionsof @l fypes!in [dreas of (kashrut, Jewish law(and
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish [Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmelfand[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRav[Shaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare [rabbanim @nd[dayanim o [Serve [the National [Religious [dommunityin(I5rael [@nd[abroad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@fjoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz[Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

@ I'know!that one'may not talk during
&) Kri’at_HaTorah, neither! during(the
actual! layning nor_in' between! aliyot (bein
gavra I’gavra=bglg). What I have not found
in! 8 'farim is ‘when this halacha ends. After
the seventh| aliya? Maftir? Hagba? Haftara?
Putting back the Sefer Torah?

A Welwill[focuslon/the[limitations
\. onlIspeechlonly Iregarding[the
special [/factors(Ithat[ Irelate[ Ito[ 1Kri’at
HaTorah.[ Many! topics[and[imodesof
discussionlare forbidden [at/any [fimelof
the[T'fillaland[in[fact,[in[a[shullatlany
time.

ThelGemara/(Sotal39a)(says: [ Oncelthe
Sefer(Torahlis[dpened, [itlisforbidden to
speak(éven(in(matters(ofihalacha.” [Two
sources/from(the Wevi’im(are cited: (One
focuses(] onl] being[] quiet[] and[] one
mentions(the meed(folisten. Bglglismot
explicitlyCdiscussed, fand [according[to
several (] authorities[] (apparently[] the
Rambam, [ T'illal[112:9;1Bach,[1Orach
Chayim[146,[¢ited by Magen Avraham
146:3and[others;[B’er[Sheva, [ Sotalad
loc.)fitlis[permitted foltalk then. In(fact,
in[regardfolanother Mmatter[ofldisgrace
tolthe Torah, walking[out/ih themiddle,
the[Gemara((B'rachot[8a)[says thatlit[is
permissible[]tol1go[Joutl 1bglg.[11t[]is
Rabbeinu(Yonal(B'rachot4alofitheRif’s
pages)[wholsays(thatlonce(the[Torahlis
opened, [it[is [forbidden[fo talk intil [the

end,CincludingCbglg. [TheBeit[TY osef
(OC146:2)lexplainsthatthe [prohibition
must[belbasedlonldurlconcernthat(the
person[willCcontinuel talking[after(the
reading réesumes.

Poskim[discusshow[broadly[folextend
this[Jconcern.[1Most[Ipermit[]learning
quietlyByoneselflbglg, Where it thaybe
easier[folstop [and [helat[leastldoesmot
disturblothers[(seel Ateret[Paz[1,3,[EH
13).dfTtherelis[anorganizedbreak,such
as[when3omeone3ays[divrei[Torah o
thewholedongregation [dt[thatfime, the
problemllikelyldoes motlexistl('Yechaveh
Da’at[1V,[117).[ Distinctions| Jarel Jalso
raised(regarding[thelength[oflthebglg
break (Magen['Avraham[ibid.: (Aruch
Hashulchan OCI[146:3).

Interestingly, the[Shulchan [Aruch[{OC
146:2),00 while[J accepting[] Rabbeinu
Yona’s[stringency, [ Jadopts[ Rambam’s
timeline [for the atter.[The Gemaraland
Rabbeinul Yonal speakl about( from![the
time(the(Torahlis[0opened;the Shulchan
Aruchland[Rambam/[positthatthis(is
only[from(the [fime[the [eading dctually
begins.[(ThelAteretPaztries(tolexplain
why/(it[is easier[to[stop[talking[before
the(initial feadingthan bglg.) Mnelcould
havel[] explained[] Rabbeinul] Yona's
opinionfolmean [thatlit[is disrespectful
tolspeakduring(the €ntireunit[0fKri’at
HaTorah,lincluding[its [breaks, but[the
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Shulchan[Aruch eéxplainslhis(tulinglon
more [pragmatic grounds.

Thispointfisimportantforthefollowing
reason. [ Other[thanthellengthof the
break [for Kaddish[(during[which[dnelis
anyway [forbidden[tospeak)@nd/Hagba,
there[J seems(] to[] be[] nol] difference
regarding( /thel lchance(]ofl Icontinuing
talking[1from[Ithe[Ibeginning[Istraight
through(the haftara/(the[Shulchan/Aruch
ibid.[1:3[Iforbids  Jtalking[ |during[Ithe
Haftara).[On[thelother(hand,(tegarding
the[matter “ofallunit,therelisCalbig
difference.) Thel] original (] takana] of
layningfon[Shabbat[did mot[linclude the
HaftaralJor[1Maftir.[J AlongIwith[the
institution ] ofl the ] Haftara, [ it[] was
instituted [thathe[Who [getsthe[Aliya(fo
read[from[theNavilkshouldreadalso
from[the[Torah, solasmotfolequatelan
Aliyalfor(deading[Navilalonefothatlof
readingthe Torah[{Megilla[23a).[We
even/[separate(between[the[two Sections
ofl | Torahl] readingl | with[ ] Kaddish.
Therefore, [it(makes [sense(that[after(the
seven[aliyot, [it[is[molonger(considered
bglg.[In[ fact,l RabbeinulYonal himself
says/that(theprohibitionlis[in [placeintil
he“finishes(the parasha”,Whichfimplies
aftertheseventhaliya. (Weldidmot find
Acharonimwho discuss the matter.)

Aslhinted, therelislogic[tolsay(that(the
Shulchan([Aruchmightlargue. However,
sinceJheJis[trying[JtoJcomplywith
Rabbeinul[Yona, it[makes[senselfo[not
extend[]the[] stringency(tol[] thel[ less
stringentsectionJof(IKri’at[THaTorah.
Considering[1that[1we[1didJnot[] find
someone whoforbids[thematter((albeit,
weldid ot find[oneWhopermitted[it

either), (wel do[not[ifeel[that[onel can
forbid[appropriate[ $peakingbefore the
readings (ofMaftirland/the [Haftara.

Iris,[Edith,[Brina,[Bally

o [[TRT/TA/T2?
YINgoD byn T S
gn oy N7

B'reishit[118:25 [TH[wWould bk [shcrilege
evenl[tblakcribelslich ahattltd Mou i
killltheidnocentWith[the [glilty, Idtting
thelrighteouslahd[the Wicked[frealike;
itouldbk[sherilegeltbabcribe [this[tb
You![Shalllthe Mhole[World'sJuidge [nbt
actljustly?'
Thatlthe[dst[phrase[dflthis[phsuklehds
with[alquestion[mhark [Idk [mhore
accurately, With [alquestion[mhark[ahd[ah
exclamation[point[Ti(iddicated [By [the
word[HASHOFEIT. Notice[thatthe HEI
islvbweled[With[[IGHATAF[PATACH
and[thatlthe[SHIN[cbnsequently [hhs[nb
DAGESH [id [itl. Mhis[id[the [characteristic
of LIHEIHASH'EILA, [the [questioning [HEI
[l [cbntrasttb[the[HEIHAYEDI'A, [the
declarative[HE, Whichouldhhve[al
PATACH [uhder [idlahd[chuse a(IDAGESH
CHAZAK [id[the fdllowingldtter [(fnost
ofltheltime).

Whether[thelphrase[idlah[attual

question [dr (T35 [id [this[chse [TAlrhetorical
question, [ah[epression [df[idcredulity,
the[HEIBASH'EILA[S[uked.

AlthoughWelalen'tltdolphrticularabout
a[SHIN With [drWithoutaIDAGESH,

occasionally, [even [We[mhust (B [chreful [of
theldistinction: [elg. [HAVEINIYAKIRI...
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Glimpses(into[theWorld
of[OU ldashrut(slipervision

L'CHAYIM!

Kashrutlissues(with[brandy

Thel.S.[BureauldflAlcohol,[Tobaccolahd
Firearms[defines["brandy"[ak,["an[alcoholic
distillate[from [the [fermented[lice, [thash,
or[wine CbflfruitCbrfrom[Cthe[Cfesidue
thereof..." Mhelplain[Word["brandy" [dr[the
words[Tgrape[Brandy" [defer [specifically [tb
distillates[ohade [ffom [Wine. [TFruit[Hrandy"
on[the[dther[Hand, [thay [rkfer[tb [Hrandies
"from [Xhe Hermented Guice CbrCinash [bf
whole,[sbund, [dpe [ftuit, [dr ftom [skandard
grape, [ditrus,[dr[dther[ftuit[dine..."n[all
cases,[the[dormative, [plain[Sense[df[he
word[I'brandy"[Clinless[btherwise[Hesig[]
nated, Lis Cdistilled iquor drom Cgrape[Cbr
grape[Wine.[Clearly...[Brandy[id [subject[tb
the[Thws [df[Stam[Yeinam [(I[Hs[Any[drape
juicebhsed[productshichaleltbuched(dr
moved by honJéws[prior[to[ becoming
mevushal[L(cooked) [l lhto[this[dategory.
Stam[d Yayin[Jis[Jassur[dm'dirabanan] [
rabinically (forbidden [(IlEnd[dne[dnay [dot
drinkit.[IPoskim [Cldiscuss Cwhether Clthe
Mishna's[cliling[(Avoda[Zara,[29b) [that[idlid
forbidden[do [Benefit[(from it [dIso [dpplies
today.[Ramal{see[Shulchan[Aruch[123:1,
I 14:10[ahd[155:3) [skates[that[dne[dan[get
benefit[(ffom[StamYayin[B'makom [Befsed
(in(dituation Léf[Potential financial [Ibss).
The[BhulchanCAruch[{123:1) Cholds[that
Stam[Yayin[ik[(fbrbidden[dven[if[dhere[ik
significantldssidvolved.

Thelproduction[dfosher[grape[liiceland
wine[i3[quitelihvolved.Th[drder[tb[assure
that[the[Product[does[dot[Become[dtam
yayin,[religious[JJews[](sometimes[Jthe
mashgichim[dhemselves) [fake[bver[dome
or[AIILof[the[Aspects[bfLproduction.[As
stated[dbove,[dncelthe[flice[i [thevushal,
non[Jéws[dan[Handle[the[groductMithout

itCbecomingdtam [Yayin.LOnelinnovative
methodldmployed[i3[dalled"hot[Bricking",
wherelthe[jlice[id[ilnmediately[pasteurized
after[drushing.[ThisCgreatly Lsimplifies Lthe
hashgacha.[Oflcburse[With[Wine, [therelchn
bel] several[] morel] complications,[] as
pasteurization[isLdommonlyLdelayedCdintil
later[stages[J or[] M in[the[d case[ of
non[mhevushal Wines [ [dever[done[dt[4ll.
Here,[great[chrelid[thken[tb [rhake[dertain
that[lthe Cnon Jéwish Ciworkers[Cdo [not
jeopardize[the [kbsher[status[cflthe [Wine.

Brandy[dnd[¢ognac[thaveldeveral(further
steps.[As[ the[HefinitionsChuoted [hbove
state, (brandy" b [d[distillate. [This[theans
that[dhe[énd [Product[ik[hade[huch[dhe
way[3cotchCodr[bourbonHs[inade[1lthe
primary[thaterial [i3 [distilled. Distillation[i3,
essentially, [the [process by [ Whichiquid
mixtures[dre[3eparated[by[heat. [ Water
boils[Et[100°C;[dlcohol[dt[78.3°C.[Dther
fractions[Bave [dther[Boiling[points...[For
example, i Cve [heat[4[TiquidContaining
alcoholto[178.3°C,[thealcohol Clwill
vaporizeland[dise [aks[skeam.[That[skeam[i3
then[captured[Jandcondensed.[1Done
enough[times,[bne[¢an[dchieve[d[Tiquid
which[i3[95% [pure[alcohol [TEkferredtb[ak
"neutral spirits"[drC&verclear"...[Therelate,
aslyouldan[inagine, [deveralMariations[dn
thisCtheme, LincludingChystems[that[lise
vacuums[dnd[bther[Cinodifications, (Al Cbf
whichOeffecttIhow[the[dmachineryis
koshered.

Because[ alcohol[] distillation[d involves
cooking[Cht[Thigh[temperatures, [ the[knd
productlis[inevushal. CdnHact, [the Lvord
"brandy"[tomes[drom[the[Dutch[vord
brandewijn [{burnt[Wine).[(While [the[Base
materials (Used[tb [mhake [Brandy[al-elslibject
tolthe [dws[df[stam [yhyin, [thefihal [pFoduct
isChot.OThus, (theredsChoCfundamental
problem[With (Having[don Jéws[Handle[dr
pour[blrandy.
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Onelnhightlakk alsimplelquestion [Ildn't[the
distilleddproductlonly alcohol I Mand
therefore[divorceddfromthe Horiginal
liquid? [T Responsa[Rivash (255 tules[2hat
distilled[Istam Clyayin I (brandy) Clremains
forbidden[Hecause[the[Zei'ah[(steam)[that
rises [dut[dfltheiquid[detains[theHalachic
status[dflthe[driginalMifuid.[Mhe Mishkenos
Yaakov[(Y.D.[34) (Has[aldovellapproach[tb
be[l&nientlabout[Zei'ah[ih[thany[dases, [(Hut
seems[tb[apree[that[We[thust[He [chachmir
regarding[skam [yhyin.[The[Shulchan[Aruch
and[dter Poskim [all[chile [strictly.

Because[Brandy[Has[dldistinct[flavorffom
the[driginallWine,[the [Brachalis[dhehakol
rather[than[Hagafen [(see[Moda[B'Yehuda,
Y.D.[26).CNevertheless, CthereHisClno
question[that[the[driginal Wine[id [htrinsic
tolthelunique[flavor[dfldach[Brandy.This
is,.Jin[Jthed end,d perhaps[] the[Imost
fundamental[deason[do[Bel[Stringent[{[the
brandy [chay [Be [distinctftom [the Wine,[Hut
the[flavor[dnd[dharacter[dflthe[Wine[dre
still Cvery Cdmuch Dpresent.[Rather[Clthan
seeking[tbldivorcelthe[flavors[dflthe[Wine
from[the brandy, [brandy [distillationid[done
atl]thelowest[possible[Jtemperatures
ensuring[that[theMapors[dontain 2k [High[a
proportion[ds[Possible[df[the[dongeners,
thed hundreds[] of[] organic[] chemical
compoundslinCthe[Wwine[that[Hefine[ts
flavor Clprofile. dIn[Clthe Clend, Clbrandy Uis
approximately[#0% [ hlcohol [IITbbviously,
much [df[the[slibstance[dflthe[driginal [ine
remains[[Hlbeit[id [alcbncentrated fdrm.
This[éffective[doncentration[df[dhe[Wine
again[affects(the[Halacha. Id [their Btraight”
normalldrinking[strengthfbrms, [stam [yhyin
winelahd[glapeljdicehhvelalspecial lhhlachic
status.[Onlikeldther[dsurim,they[ale[bhatel
b'shisha[tather[than [3hishim [Ibne Conly
needs[six[times[the Molume[df[the[driginal
tohullify Ckheir Ckaste Crather CkhanCkhe
normative Llsixty Lltimes.[IWhen Uconcen

trated, [ik[k [ hecessary (o Chullify (dhe [Hull
reconstituted [vblumeoflthe Mine! [Tlearly,
as[We[Have[plulled[the[eksenceldflthe Wine
from[thelliquid,[this[ds Cinany[dimes[the
volume[df[the[demaining[Brandy[dnd[do,
practically,[We[rkquire[the [Hormative [sixty
times[fdr bshering.

Like[its Cather[distilled Ldousins,[Bourbon,
scotch[CAnd[Cvhiskey, CbrandyUis[hgedLin
casks[Hohatureits[(lavor.[Hereive[get
into[the[uch[discussedssue[bf[ Wwine
casks[And[distilled (3pirits.[(When [inaking
cognac,[forldéxample,[dhe[Prelaged raw"
product[firstchellows[ih [Hew [dak [chsks. [Tt
isCkhen[FurtherChged[inCimellowed Uor
previously[] used[] casks[] from[] wine
production.[Clearly,[those[dasks[Bave[to
be[kosher.UInterestingly, [the[Fact[khat
brandy[s[hot[batel [b'shisha[{discussed
above),[eads ko[ h[ktringency[vis[alvls
scotch[Andivhiskey.[While Chany (ollow
thelggeros[Moshe's[eniencies[tegarding
spirits[agedlin[sherry[ahd[dther[Winelchsks
[[Bne[dflWhich[3[that[ahy [Wine Mould[He
batel[H'shishalif[the [skcondMiquor MTih[the
case[Jof[Ibrandy[casks, it Clwould[be
necessary [tb[Aullify [significantly[thore[than
sixty [times[the[driginal lvblume.

Today,[thankfully, [there[dre[thany [reliably
kosher[kertifiedCbrandies, [kognacs[hnd
liquorsCon[the [narket. [T AsCvith Cinany
questions[lin[ffood, it ClisChecessary ko
understand[Where[alfbod[domes[ftom [ahd
how/[ilid[chade. [@®nly[then[chnthe Idosher
issues bk [grasped[ahd[dealtwith.
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:
for Parshat Vayeira

Avrahamthe(Teacher

ITlovertolteachl teachers.[1'vehadla
numberroffopportunitiesCinCmylCcareer
tol) leadl) workshops(] designed(] to
enhancel] thel] skills[1 of(] classroom
teachers.[Somelof(the[ most powerful
learning(lexperiences(that(11'vel1had
havel occurred] during(] such] work[]
shops.

OneloflthetechniquesthatlIluselis[to
ask theI participants, allCJ teachers
themselves,[tol closeltheirCeyesland
visualize[their[Jown[ ffavorite[ teacher.
Aftertheyhavelockedin"thatlimage,
1] ask[] them(] tol] recalll] the[] most
important(lesson(Jthey(llearnedJfrom
thatlteacher.

Invariably,(allteacher(]of(/longl]ago
surfacesllin(JtheJmind'sCeyellofJthe
workshopmembers, Jandthelesson
that(theyrememberlis[often(surprising
tolthem.[When[wel discuss[what(this
experiment(] in[] imagery[] provokes,
most[ of( the [ participants express(the
gratitudeltheyhavel now![ for[lessons
theylearnedilongrago.

For, youlsee,allessonlthatllasts for
many(years(lis[]allvaluablel]lesson
indeed,landlonetolcherishandfor
whichtolbethankful.

InCthis[week's[and(lastlweek's[Torah
portion,[] wel] read[] about[l al] most
remarkableman, Avraham.[ThisCman
hadlJ many(l accomplishments.[] He
rescuedChis[captive[hephew, brought
tol] thell world(] thell conceptl] of
monotheism, Cintroduced[the practice
ofChospitality, Jand Cstood CuptoiGod

Himselfllin[defenseof thelicauseof
justice.

Yet,[of(all'these accomplishments, (we
are[ltold(IthatThis[1mostJoutstanding
quality,thelonelforCwhichhefound
favorllin[theleyes[lof[1God, lwas! his
capacityfolteachrothers,andltofeach
othersthelllessonsthatlwouldlast
them/allifetime.

"Forfrhavelregardedrhimrandrchosen
himsolthat[lhemayllcommandhis
childrenCandlhis household after him,
that[theymaydolTrighteousnessiand
justice."1 (B'reishit[1 18:19,17 following
Rashi'slinterpretation)

Of[JalllthelTreasonstollregardiand
choosel] Avraham,] thel Almighty
selects[his[ability[ tolleaveal lasting
lessonlaslthelgreatest of(Avraham's
manyvirtues.

TheltextstressesMacharav",[allasting
lesson.IThellessonswellearn(for(a
lifetime(] arel] thel[] truel(] essencel] of
education.
ThelHebrewlword'chinuch"lis found
in[lastCweek's[ Torah[portion[for[ the
firsttime.[Rashi, thegreatestof the
rabbinicalClcommentaries, definesthe
termCassettingTinCmotionCalprocess
which(willllast(allongtime.[And(thatlis
what[JeducationlisJall Jabout[from[Ja
Jewishipointofiview. ltlis thelinitiation
oflallifelongprocess.

Plato,[1 inl] his(] masterwork, ] The
Republic,[7 which[J is[] arguably(] the
earliest(Itreatise[lon[/thellsubject(]of
education,Iwrites,[1"Thel[direction[lin
which([Jeducation(Jstarts(lalIman, will
determineChis[futurelllife."[IHow[well
theselwords[capturethel‘conceptl of
education(thatlisexpressedlinlJewish
sources!

Unlike[Plato,Thowever, whol thought
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thatlonly(thelelite[couldbelteachers,
Judaismiteachesi(thateverypersonlis
alteacher.[Everylonelofluslcan(leave
allastingCimpactCuponCanother, Jand
mostloflus, [forbetteroriworse, do.

ITTencouragellyou,ldearlIreader,[1to
reflect luponIsomellof ithe important
lessonslyourhavellearnedlinlyourTlife.
ICwagerthatCyoulwill(findthat these
lessonsrigorbackrallongiway,andrthat
theylwere(taught(tolyoulhot only[ by
formalclassroom(iteachers, 1but1by
men(andwomen(fromalliwalks ofllife.

Personally, 11l ' remember(lessons(]of
appreciatinglauthenticity taughttolme
bymy(father, (of(blessedmemory.[And
IT7 remember(] lessons(] aboutl] the
importancelof(timemanagementfrom
allsupervisorrin(itheIschoolJsystem
wherellConcelservedasalpsychol
ogist.[ Il remember(learningl ito[ ‘enjoy
reading(] from[] my[] seventh(] grade
teacher,[and(lllearned(to(takemyself
seriouslyfromrmyrTalmudteacher’in
mylearly[collegelyears.
Therelis[hothingmorefewardingtora
teacher, rabbi, [or[parentthanéencoun(]
teringrarstudentorichildrhowgrown,
tol] bel] told[] how(] theyl] remember
somethinglsaidllongago, perhapsLlin
passing.[1Discovering[lthat[Iwellhave
influenced(] another(] in(] all positive
mannerlisioneloflthemostipleasingof
life's experiences.

Alman(who[lwas[JonelJof[ Jthe Imost
perceptive] of J Americanl] educators,
JohnDewey, oncelsaid,'Education(is
notCpreparationforClife; “educationlis
lifellitself."Deweywas[lon[to['somel(]
thing, (butheltfoolwas[precededin(this
insight(1by[Jthe[] Jewish[]sages[1who
taught(] that™ Torah(J study( is(] the
essencelof(life, land(that,las[Rambam
putlit, "For(the Dwise, Callife Owithout

learninglis(nolliferatrall."

AvrahamOandJSarahDwerethefirst
Jewsmotljustibecausetheyhappened
tolbelbornlearlier(than(the restloflus.
TheylwerethefirstClJewslbecause
teaching(l others1 wasl] their(] life's
mission. Theymodeled(lives of(kind[
ness,lempathy, Cjustice Tand Chumility.
The faithful J Jew follows [ inTJ their
footsteps.

RabbillJosephHertz,theClate JChief
Rabbillof Othe CBritish OEmpire Jwhose
commentaryrontheBible1"commend
toleachlof(you,looks[uponithelverse
quotedabovelas(follows:

"ltllis[JalJsacrediduty[Jof( theJew[ to
transmitChis[heritagetohischildren
afterChim...(solthat[they[walk[Cinthe
waylof(JthelILord[Jand(livelives(of
probity[Jand goodness."JAll] Jewish
parents,[] indeed(] everyl[] Jew,[] must
primarilybeJalteacher.['Thelleternal
valuesloffourfaithfarethellessonslhe
orishemusteach.

Thank you, HaShem, for(the dainWwe've
received [So[far([lespeciallylits[coming
before(17[Cheshvan;please keep it
coming/(lbutlonly[GISHMEIB'RACHA,
beneficial, Blessed rain.
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Spiritual[ahd[EthicalIdsuesid [the [Bamidbar[Stories
1[prayyou,curse this[people[forme”

(Bamidbar[2R2:6){2} by Dr.[Meir[Mamari

"Moshellwrotel1theJTorahJand(1Sefer
Bil'amandthebook TofTllyov"(Bava
Batral114b).(0Thereare[Imany[varied
commentariesiand[perspectiveson(this
statement( but(allof them(reflect the
anomaliesof the[wholestoryLin[which
theJ name(] of (1 Moshe( is[] not[] even
mentioned(] and(] that[] concerns(] the
actions[and[philosophieslofigentiles.[A
story[thathighlights[thelrolelin(religion
and(spirituality played(bylconcepts(like
magic, sheidimandspirits, the[validity
of(blessingslandcurses(throughlhuman
endeavors, ] and(] the[] existencel] and
powers(ofldark[superinaturalforces.

Thelquestionfas(tolwhethertheredolin
factexist{superinaturall forces[ outside
of(Gldthathavelalcontrollorlinfluence
thelaffairslof(man,haslalways[played(a
rolel] inJ human( religious(] thinking ] [J
Jewish(Tand[other.[1Bil'am'sJability1to
foretelllblessingslorcurseslis(alparallel
tolthelabilityrof(the[magicianslof(Par'o
tolactlsimilarly’tol MoshelandAharon.
Waslthis[scientificcknowledge orlactual
spirituall(powerloripurecharlatanry?

"Thelserpentsimadelbythe[magicians
ofPar'olthrough(their[secretl artshad
nolJ reallJ movementl] although(l they
appeared(tolbelserpents.[Sorcerylcan(]
notlproducelJanylauthenticlIcreatures;
'By[Gldltheylcannoticreatelaltamellor
anylJother[creature'J(Sanhedrin[167b).
Whilethelacts(of(sorcery(lastlonlyfora
limited(] timel or(] arel]limited[] in[] the
changes(itheylicanlimake, 1Gld[lcom[]
mands[] naturel[’ to[] cease( altogether,
change(orfunctionlinfatimeperiod that
HelsetsLandlitCwill_hever_disobey[His

word.[] This[1is[]the(] great[] difference
between(thelacts[of(agic.compared(to
an[Jact(Jof(1GId.[1ThelIsnake(that[lthe
sorcerersimadewaslonlylanlillusion(so
theyldidhot(flee, whereas Moshe fled
fromUhisCrod(thatCwasturnedCiintola
snake'sincelitiwas(real"[(S’forno).

"Andthewise[menland thelsorcerers,
and(thelmagiciansof([Egypt,[Wwith(their
secretlarts, [did[likewise"[(Sh'mot(7:11);
"Andthe’magicians(didlinllike’manner
with( their(secretarts[‘and[ broughtup
frogs"[(Sh'mot[8:3).['Therelare guard’]
ianlangelsithatguidelthelstarsiand(the
constellations,[1mazalotlland(Isheidim.
Theylwerelgiven[certain[jpowers[ that
canllbelJcalledJuplibyllsuch(lpeople"
(Ramban).

"AllJactsUof_divination,Jmagic, Jsooth ]
saying,[]sorcery[]arellfalsehoods[1and
lies,[used bylidolators[tol mislead(the
nations.ltlis[not[fittingthat[lsrael,(who
arelcleverandl knowledgeablel people
shouldTtake[Inoticelof{JsuchJactsJof
vanityland(falsehood, andlbelievethat
therellis[any([realityJorisubstancel ito
them.Anyone[believing[ theseJactsLis
among(] thel] stupid(] and[J lackingl! in
intelligence.] In[J contrast, ] the] Torah
commandedJus[thatllwellshouldJbe
wholelhearted, ‘tamim, with('THaShem
our(] Gid (D'varim 18:13)"0] (Hilkhot
Avodat(Kochavim[12:16).

Perhaps(thelwholel purposeloflwriting
thestoryof Bil'am_by Moshe [ was[to
educateagainstthis formCofClidolatry
and(tolpurify(the[Jewish[Peopleloflany
tracesof Jits[] persuasivel]effects,as
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enjoinedl] repetitivelyl] throughout(] the
Torah.

"YoulshallCnot_practice _divinationC_nor
soothsaying"(] (Vayikral 19:26);01 "All
theselthingslarelmattersioflutterflunacy
and(folly.[Moreover,[they(thrustlalman
fromfaithlinf[GrdandfromHis[Torah, 1o
setthimfonlcompleteheresy. Therefore
Helcommandedus(tolset firmlyLinLour
heartthatlalllgoodandlevillissuebythe
word(Jof (JGld[Taccording1to[lallman's
deeds,[/good(lor[lbad:[Jomens(ineither
hinderInorThelp"[1(Seferlf1HaChinuch,
mitzva(249,250).

"TurnlInottolIthelIghostsllorlitolthe
familiar(spirits.[There[shall(notbefound
amonglyoulonelthatluses(divination, a
soothsayer,[Jalsorcerer,[lanenchanter
orlone[who(lconsults(alghostlorialspirit
orfamecromancer'(Devarim(18:10).

Youlshalllnotlallowlalsorceress(tollive
(Sh'mot(122:17).[1"This[Jis[1to[ ] prevent
idolatryland(tolkeep(lsrael purelmono’]
theists,[sincelone(wholdealswith(them
orbelieveslinCanyorJallJofJthese,
placesl his[ trustlin themLlinsteadof(in
Gd"[(S.[D.[Luzzatto, Shadal).['At(the
root of(thispreceptllies[thereasonthat
allimanners/and(matters(of(sorceryland
witchcraftCare[badandcausespeople
great misfortunes./Anyone wholworks
atlthem(goes(againstithe wishes[of(G[d
whol desires( that theworld[should[ be
settledand(civilized(in the[hatural way
thatTwassetfor(JitClatTtheCreation"
(SeferfHaChinuch,mitzva62).

Thel[Torahlviews[blessingsland[curses
as(thelresultiofman's actions.

TolAvraham(Gld(said,"Belalblessing...
andlin(lyoulishallbel[lblessedalllithe
nations(ofthelearth"(B'reishit[12:2[3).

YitschakIgavel[lYa'akov[Ithe[lblessing
thathelshouldlinheritithelLandthat[Gd

gaveltol/Avraham.

Ya'akov[blesses[]his[sons[](Bereishi
49:1(27):'GatherLyourselves andhear
whatwillbefalllyoulinithelendof[days".

"Seell’haveputibeforeyourthisfdaythe
blessingsland cursesithatwill.lcomelon
you,[]as[]toll whetherlyoullkeepl[] My
commandments(] or(] not"(] (D'varim
11:26128)."Seehow[ theblessings of
Israel shouldbelthrough(thelJew hater
Bil'am[Jwhile[1the[]description[] of 1the
troublesthat lwouldTlcomeJonthem
wouldlbelthrough[Moshe,thelLoverlof
Israel"[] (Abarbanel).[1 "B'RACHA, ] the
condition(] of (] unhindered( progressive
development] and(] progressivel] pros(]
perity:lARUR, theconditionlofllackand
of(progress(TIK'LALA, (becominglempty,
devoidloflselflsubstanceandbecoming
shallow(JorCworthless. IThellalternative
between(thesetwolconditionslisplaced
beforeluswith[Gld's[Torah,itrdepends
onlus[tolcreatel the onelorotherfor
ourselves"[] (S.[0 R.0J Hirsch,[1 D'varim
11:26).

CHIZUK #DUD

(for[Olim[&[not(yet[Olim)

InCreadinglabout!theltrials and tribulall
tions ] of (] Judaism's[] "first[] family", (] it
seems(clearthat[theirlivesCwerelno
laughingImatter.[JFamine, [ kidnapping,
war, linfertility, (the (mear(sacrifice [of their
childOTitJallJaddsDupCtoCallcontinual
strugglel for(1survival.[] Avraham( ] and
Sarah(JMandYitzchak,[Ttoo, [Ifor(that
matter(llseem(tollive[fromlonelcrisis(to
another.[1And( yet,[Jinexplicably, ] they
laughed! "™When[hearingthattheywill
havellalichild[lin[Jtheir[Jold[Jage, [ Iboth
Avrahamland[Sarahaugh!Infact,the
veryl[lname[lof(JthatIchild1[Yitzchak[I[]
means["laughter!"

ChazalUstruggle with[(the UnatureJand

OUllsrael CenterTT882 & 19 & TheVayeira5770(ssue

meaning(] ofJ this[J rather(J unexpected
showofClemotion.[Somelwantto['say
thatCAvraham'slaughterlisCalkind Cof
incredulous/wonderlatlthe realizationlof
Gld's[] power[] tol] perform’] amazing
miracles(aslin,"Wow,[canlyoulbelieve
whatlanlunbelievablelgift I'maboutlto
receive?!"[] (1l while(Jthellresponsel] of
Sarahl[{who,[accordingtothe[Gemara,
did(hotlevenlhavelalwomb!)lis'moreof
allselfldeprecating, ] even(]challenging
laugh,(aslin,"Hah!Imaginelthat! [Atlmy
age,alchild?"

Butlitlseems(tomelthatthelessence of
thel) messagel] islJ summed(] upl in
Yitzchak's(1name:[1"He IWILL[llaugh!"
That(is, despitelall’ thehardshipsand
challenges(wellencounter, [ Inolimatter
whatlobstacleswelfacelalonglthelroad
of(life, CultimatelyCwe[willCcomeoutof
thisCsmiling,Ceven(laughing.[Therelis(a
senselofloptimismlimpliedlinthehame,
which[serves/bothlashakarat hatov(in
good(] times,[] and(] abiding(] faith] in
Hashem(duringhardtimes.

ItDisUparticularlylappropriatethatJthe
sentiment,"He[WILL[laugh"[belongs to
Yitzchak, thelonlylonelof(the[Avotiwho
never(]leftCithe/Landlof JIsrael.[1The
implicationlis clear:[Lifelin(Israel’¢an(be
extremely(] challenging, 1 and(]often(is
accompaniedby[large dosesof _self[]
sacrifice.[1 At] times,[1 thell ultimate
sacrificell[ligreater_even(than[thatJof
Yitzchak,Jwhose(llife, T afterCJall,Twas
spared [ [IwillLbel[called for.[ Yet, atlthe
endlofthellday, Jthose"whol[reapLin
sorrow(shallharvestlin joy".[ltlis[onlylin
IsraellthatCarUewlcan(findhis[fullest
expression,experiencetheMitzvotLin
theirpurest formland comel closest[to
Hashem;andlitlis(onlyin(Israelthatthe
destinyofthe [Jewish[PeoplewillCbe
realized.HistorywilllC'show[ that those
wholconnect(theirlllives tollsrael will

havel(the(lastlaugh.
RabbilStewartlWeiss,[Raanana

TORAHTHOUGHTS as contributed by Aloh Naaleh
members [forpublicationin the OrthodoxUnion's "Torah
Insights',lalweekly Torah publication'on Parshat HaShavu’a

Parsie Points (o Peneer

Suggested[answers

|)MheNetzivlekplainsthat[Avraham[Was
not[dure[f[G D Wvould[Havelthe[éntire
city[dn[dccountldflthe[dighteous[Pgeople
so[hk [Iéft[if[dpenlehdedallowing fbr [iltd
mean[dhe[éntire[dity[drust[dhelplace
where[theldighteous[Were[Ibcated.[G[D
responded [that[He[Would[shve[thelehtire
city[And[dot[just[the[inmediate[Ibcation
around[the[righteous[pkople.

2) [Rav[Yaakov[Kaminetsky[dnswers[that
the[Torah[id [tkaching[ds[(Here[that[Helief
in[G [D[ahdHis[idvolvement[id [the [World
or[tejection[bf[ this[teality[ Hoes[hot
depend[dn[the[mhindahd[the[idtellectBut
rather[dn[dontrolling[dne's[desires.[The
Torah[does[sb[Hy[relating [that[Mot,[Mho
was[notUcompletelyCsteeped CinClthe
pleasures[&f[3'dom[vas[dble[fo[dccept
thisCteality, Hvhile Chis[3ons[id [dw, Cho
werelcbnsumedBy[the[pleasure[df[Sldom
would[nbtldt[themselveslakcept[G D [ahd
His[idvolvement[id [the World.

3)The[Meshech[Chochma teaches[that
peoplealways[saw[JAvraham [as[lthe
beaconldflchesed[ahd[nb[dneleler(féared
him.[Hlowever,[dnce[Avimelech[shw[that
Avraham had[d[Barsh[@nd[druellside,[the
only[(traitsClwhich[kould[ead Chim Cko
dismiss[d[don[ih[Avimelech's[thind,[then
he[d feared[] Avraham[J and[] possible
retribution [fbr[What[He[did [t [Avraham
and[Barah.[Thus,CATCTHATLCTIME, Che
decided[4o[Approach[Avraham[dbout[3d

pact.
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Lesson#[497

Conditions cont.

InlJ previous[ lessons( | wel | havel] been
discussing[Ibetrothal Jon[IconditionJand
how [¢onditions dre(freatedlin[dther(dreas.
Continuing[ | with[] examples[] from[] the
Shulhan(Aruch:

Allmanl(]says[/tolJallwoman[/“youllare
betrothed into melon[¢ondition[thatIlam
literate”.[Therelis anlopinion[that[iflhe
canlreadlthreel verse[and knows how![to
translate[them [with[the Targum[Onkeles,
itlis[sufficient(and [the betrothal is valid.

IfThe(said[to (her[fon[¢ondition[thatTlam[a
well Wersed”, [he (must know (how [fo [read
Torah,[] Prophets(] and[] thel] Writings
properlywith[dorrect/pronunciation.

If'he(said foher[“fon[conditionthatIlam[a
reader”,[hemustknowhow[fo[teadand
explain[Mishna.[There[is[an[opinion[that
itlifThe[knows[theAggadiclparts oflthe
Talmud, [t 5 [Sufficient for the Betrothal fo
beleffective.

Ifl JhelIsaid[1“onlJcondition[ Ithat[ 11l Jam
learned”,(hemustknow [how[to [tead [and
explain[ Mishna, [ Sifra,[ Sifril and[ Tosefta
[Talmudic[] commentaries[ | on[] different
booksoflthe Bible].

IfChesaid[“‘on[condition[that[lTCam[Ja
learnedscholarof[traditional _llore, e
must[] know[ ] how[ | to[]answerl | general
questions/thatlare[posed[to him. Evenlif
helcan(onlylanswerlsimplelquestions(such
as[those that[deal With[holyldays[which
helheard[from[various[lectures[ that[ are
given(prior(to (he holyldays.

IfThelsays[toher[Ton ¢ondition[that1lam
wise”he[must[belabletolanswer matters
which[dependlupon(]proper[reasoning
fromknown[laws(to[thelquestion[that(is
beinglasked ofthim.

Ifhelsays[‘fconditioned ipon(the(fact/that
Ilam(a’strongperson”,[then(the[¢ondition
is[¢complied [Wwith[iflpeoplelarelafraidof
him(because ofhis[strength.

IfThelJsaid[J“onJcondition[]that JI[Jam
wealthy”, [then[wellook[tolseelif helis
honored by(the peoplelofthe[community
because ofThiswealth.

Iflhemadelthebetrothal [conditioned ipon
thefact(that(helisa(tighteous(person,(the
betrothallisvalidévenl[ifThelis[known(ds(d
wicked[ | person[becausel | wel |say[]that
perhaps(hehadthoughts afliepentancelin
hisheart.

Conversely,[lif{ The[lmadelhe[Ibetrothal
conditioned[lupon[his[TbeingJaJwicked
person, [the betrothal lis[effectivesince we
say(that/he[perhapshadwickedthoughts
in[hisheart.

If(helmade(thelcondition["that(llam(alcity
dweller"[and[it[turns[out[that helliveslin
both[thecity[land[the [lcountryside; on
condition(thatIlam(a[perfumer”andhelis
reallylalperfumerland[altanner, in these
situations the (betrothal lis [valid.
Onl¢ondition/that/my[namelis[Yosefland
it[isfound[that[helis[called[both[Yosef
and ] Shimon, Jin[J these ] situations[ ] the
betrothalis(valid.[If, (however, [he[stated
onlc¢ondition[thatmymamelislonly Y osef
andhels¢alled(both Y osefland (Shimon,
the betrothallis motvalid.
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Although(thelcodes/$peak[ ofl thesellaws
being(part/of(betrothal(on(¢ondition, there
arel other[laws[that[appear[inlthelcodes
which[] dol] not[] actually[] turn] upon
conditions.

Alman[betrothsaliwoman[land[then[a
moment (later€ither (he orthe [ Woman(says
I[domotiwant!(this [betrothal.Their[¢change
oflheart(is[0flnolavail, theylareBetrothed.

Alan[betrotheda(woman_on ¢ondition,
whichlhas(not[yet been(fulfilled,  so that
theylare motlyet(betrothed. Iflthereafterhe
canceled(the[¢ondition[éven[solelylinher
presence, [l without[] any[] witnesses, | the
conditionJis[] cancelled[ ] and[Ithey[ are
betrothed[ | as[]if( ] the[ | condition[| never
existed.[ | Thelsame[ holds[ Itruel]if[ /the
conditionlofltheirbetrothal Was inade by
the[(woman, [She[¢an[¢ancel [the [¢ondition
in[] his[J presence(] without[] any[] other
witnesses [ and[ thel condition[is deemed
canceled[Jand [(she[Jis[betrothed to[him
without[ any[ conditions.[ Therefore, ifl a
man [Betroths(d[Wwoman(and ‘then wedsher
orlhaslintercourse[ with[her[ without any
conditions, [she(tequires[alget/éven iflthe
conditionhas not[been fulfilled[since he
may[ haveltancelled/the[ condition[Wwhen
helwed [her(orhad [intercourse(with (her. If
during(the[period[when[thel¢ondition to
betrothal [Wwas[ still[in[ effect[ $o[that[they
arel horl yet[ betrothed and[ shel accepted
betrothal (from[d[second than, [she requires
alGet[from Both (dflthem.

Alman/[betrotheda[Wwoman[with[alsmall
coin[land["added[ the[‘condition[that[ the
betrothal[is[ conditioned[ipon[my[ giving
to[youl$1000 and thereafter helsayshe
does[hotl wantl ever[tol complyl with[the
condition, [Beit[Din[does[not ¢compel Thim
tol | comply[ | with[| the[] condition,[] the
betrothal[is[hullland voidland[shel does
notl[ require al1Get[ to[ bel free[ ofl him.

Nevertheless[the Shulhan! Aruchladvises
that[shelreceive(a[Get[from the man[who
betrothed [ her[because[ her[next[ husband
may [ insist/that[ hewill [not[imarry[he
unless(shelhas(al Get[from[the[first(man.
Thelsecondman[mayl( fear[that[thel first
man/lcancelledthetonditionand[shelis
now [ betrothed[ tol the[ firstliman[who[is
doing thisloutloflspitetolthe ' Womanand
thelsecond(man.

Iflthe[man(died[before thel condition[of
betrothal was[¢omplied (Wwith, [she may(get
married(Wwithoutany[Chalitzalto[free her
up [tolgettharried [tolanotherman.

Ifl thecondition[ that[ the[ betrothal [ was
based[on(lis[for[ her[ benefit,[ Ishe[‘may
waive[the[¢onditionand[shelis[betrothed
without/any/donditions.

Thus[]ifl(]all man(] betroths[ al] woman
conditionally,andthen[Weds herl[or[has
intercoursel ] with[] her[] without[] any
conditions, [she(tequiresa[Get/even(iflthe
conditionlhas[not[been(fulfilled, Since he
may[ haveltancelled[thel condition[when
hewedherlorhadlintercourse with Her.

Almanl[was[about[to[goloverseas[and he
betrothed[the[woman(on[¢ondition[thatif
helteturns [Wwithin[12 monthsthebetrothal
shallbe[¥Valid (asLoflhow, and [ifChot[the
betrothal [is[not[ effective.[Before [helleft,
both[the[manland[the Wwomanlagreed to
prolong[theltimel[ oflthelcondition[to[18
monthslandhelWwaslaway[ more[than[12
months[]and[] returned(] beforel | the(] 18
monthsWwerelcompleted. [Shelisbetrothed
to[him.[/The[llatter[condition[hasbeen
complied [with.

Alll¢onditions of betrothal (the [partywho
standsfo[benefitfromthe[¢ondition may
waive(thelcondition/dand[say(the[betrothal
isleffectivelwithout(the[condition. Thus/if
theylare for[the[benefit ofl the partyfor
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examplel “youllare[ betrothed[ tol melJon
condition(that within[B0[days[1[givelto
youl$1,000” shemaywaive[thecondition
and[Ishelis[Ibetrothed[/without[/having
receivedthe[1$1,000.COrconverselyhe
says[Jyoullare[lbetrothed[Tunto[ime[ on
condition(that[yoularela good baker, and
shelldoes[ know how![ to[ bake, hel may
waive[Jthe[condition[Jand[Ishe[Jis[lTnow
betrothed[ lalthough ([ she[ does! notl know
how fo[bake. In[thenext[lesson[welshall
IYHI[ discuss| thatl thel man[ says[ tol the
woman [ youl are[ betrothed unto[mel on
condition[Jthat[JyouThave[lno[lvows[Jor
defects.

ArtScrolllSeries [* Mesorah®Publications Litd.

WISDOM[R[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

R’[Aharon[Roke'ach,[sbn[df[R’ Missachar[]
Dov[Roke'ach,[the[Belzer[Bebbe, doted:
‘My[fhther das[dMery [Wise[than.[As[We
are[dold[dhat[Hashem[gives dvisdom[do
thelWise, [it[inplies[that[the[derson[Was
already[Wise[before[Hashem[gave [him
wisdom.[That[Being[the[dase, [Tlakked [chy
father,CWhereldoes[the[derson’s[driginal
wisdom[comel[ftom?’

“My[fhther[dnswered:[TheBeginning[df
wisdom[id[féar [df(Hashem.”’

Gimatriya@Match

This[[dneldflthe[Gimatriya[Matchfinds
thatlchuse[a[WOW.

InCthis (Week's[skdralWe [read [dflthe Hirth
of Mitzchak.[B'reishit2l :3 [shys...

T272i 2oy D9TaN NPT
RIse ool TN
And[Avraham [dalled [the[dame [df[His [sbn

who[Was[Blorn [tb him, Mhom[ShraBore[td
him, Mitzchak.

According[to[Tradition,[Yitzchak (Avinu
was[bornlahPesach.

In[Parshat[Pinchas[IBamidbar[28:18[tb[Be
specific,Melrkad...

PIRNTR HiNTg oiE
apbp NS 572p naNpRTer

This[tefers[to[ theHirst[day[ df[ Pesach,
Yitzchak's [birthday.

These[twoldp'sukim[Jhave[Jthe[same
gimatriyal(2794).

Anddook[dt[the [hext[pasuk[ih[Parshat

Pinchas:
SN N LT TR N mmem
Reminds[aheldf[AkeidatMitzchak.

(What[kakes[Chway ChCllittle Cfrom Clehis
gimatriyalrhatch[id [the[fAct[that[the[dxact
same[fasuk[ak[the [dne[ffom [Binchas,[can
beHoundlin[ParshatCEmor, ivhere ks
referring[to [the [first[day [df[Qukkot. [Still,
it's[Hot[alBad [GM. Just[don't[attributetbo
much[do[dhese[Gimatriya[Matches; dhey
are[T'nice",[3ometimesTveryLhice",[but
theyldon't[plovelahything.)
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Prizes(for[ best[Solution[sets (whenlawarded)lare
furmshed[ﬁy[NoamBroduchons@nd/or[Blg[Deal

Lastlissue’sl{LechlL'cha)@ Triddles:

[1]Y!rachm'eilahd Chetzron

AtlthelendofMegilat Ruth, we [read of [the lineage [of
David[HaMelech[(4:18[22).[ Now[these[‘arelthe
generations(of[Perez[(sonaf[Yehudal/Igrandson(of
Yaakov[JAvinu);[1Perez[fathered[1Chetzron,[JAnd
Chetzron[ fathered[ ] Ram,[] and[] Ram[] fathered
Aminadav, [And[Aminadavfathered [Nachshon, and
Nachshon[fathered[ Salmon, And[ Salmon[fathered
Boaz,[dnd[Boaz fatheredQved, [And[Oved fathered
Yishai, [dndYishaifathered [David. We[arelinterested
in(this(TTriddle [ih[Chetzron, [the [father[of [(Ram [TI0r
AVRAM[(aslin(the [former(nameloflAvraham[Avinu).
This'RAM, [Son[of[CHETZRON, [had (@ brothernamed
Y'RACHM'EIL[I(not[ Yerachmiel).[1Y'rachm'eil [ lwas
Chetzron's[ firstborn[and [I[Taccordingtto[ Divrei
HaYamim[Alef[12:25, ¥ 'rachm'eil's  firstborn[was
another(RAM. {l.e.[uncle(andriephewhadthe[same
name.)(ThisimakesY'RACHM'EIL [alsoan AVRAM.

[2] Cethimdecide: BaOmer(or CaOmer

On[$econdthought,perhapshelis hot[objective
enough [fo [decide. [For [S'firat HaOmer, (the BaOmer(/
LaOmerlissuelis [Something like o teilto[/poltah(to
issue,[Mmeaning[that there[$eemsfobe hol¢lear
argument for(one(over(the dther.[Similarly, (MASHIV
HARU'ACHUMORID[HAGASHEM [or [HAGESHEM.It's
just[about[take [your pick.[As(tolthis[TTriddle [ 1ldo
youlsenselthat[we'velbeen(stallinglbecauselofla
corny[_answer?[ | lTwe[are[ talking[Jabout K'DARL]
LA'OMER, [kingof  EILAM, [and"&according[ tol the
Midrash, (hewas(EILAM, [Son[df[SHEIM, [grandson of
NO'ACH.

[3] Wheredid the G"Gpromise come fio
fruition?

G"GLis[GIMELIGIMEL, [which(is[GOILGADOL, [a[great
nation. [G[d[promised(AvrahamAvinu(thatHe Would

make [(from) (him[d[great(nation. In[Parshat Ki Tavo
(theBikurim[Recitation,[ds[quoted[inthe [Hagada),
welare[told that[Yaakov went[down[into[Egypt...
VAYHI[SHAML'GOI[GADOL [atzum varav. We [Became
(there) [@(great[(and mighty) nation.

[4] The father bumped linto the cbffee fable
hard. What(got hurt?

Youlcan'tCwork Cwith JMPTiso Clong Cwithout This
punlishingCpunCability ‘rubbingCoffallittle. [Groan
quietly[solas not(foldisturblor[alarm others, and
give(allittle[smile[for(this[one.[Having[used ‘ane [of
thefour(kings(forTTriddle[]1],we felt[it[dnly fairto
uselone of thefive (kings(for[a[TTriddle, this one.
What gets hurtlwhenlyou (Bumplintoa[coffee [fable?
Usually, lyour[shin.[And[in(the [case[df[your[father[it
would (be[SHIN[AV(king[of ADMA).

[5] Adam, Mahalaleil, Bvraham, Yaakov

Thistwaslalreqgular(TTriddle in[(TT[879[11Shabbat
B'reishit. [(Rather(than(divulge[the[solution(in(TT(880
(No'ach),we upgradedTitfintorarspecialldhallenge.
StillCholCeorrectsolutions[were "submitted. [Sowe
tried onemore[timelin[TT[881[(Lech[L'cha), this
time[tnaking (it significantly[easier [by[ goingLdown
onelgeneration[With[eachhame.[Adam[to[Kayin,
Mahalaleillto[Yered,[Avraham [fo[Midyan [someone
we'llLmeet[in[ Chayeil Saral hen[ Avraham![ takes
Ketural (possibly[Hagar) Las[al wife[ (a PILEGESH,
really) [and (has[children (o [whomhe[gives gifts, (but
not(his(heritage.] And[YaakovtoReuven.Aslitturns
out, we(dreriow(dealingwithdset(of fathers rather
than[lgrandfathers.[/Kayin[ Jhad[Ja[]son[Inamed
CHANOCH, [and He [built (& dity [and (niamedit with [the
same(name,[CHANOCH. [Yered, (@ [great[great(great (]
grandsonof [Adam[_HaRishon[Via[ Sheit, [ was[ the
father df(CHANOCH [{the fatheraf Metushelach).[One
of[Avraham's[sons",[ Midyan,"had[al son[-hamed
CHANOCH.And[bne [ bf[Reuven's[5ons[ wasalso
named [CHANOCH. [Looking[just at[the [5[books of
the[Chumash, therelis[no(name that(is (attached fo
more different/geople than [QHANOCH. [{Inlthe [rest of
Tanach, lthereldre many[more[names that(are [used
for[several different[ people.) [ CDs[arel duelthree
people (who[submitted|the [solution[[IEB, [GR, [GM.
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[6] Parshat No'achahd SeudaHaMafseket

InTtheSolutionfoastweek's[TT]1],Wwe[poseda
No'achlrelated [ question[that might_have beenla
TTriddle[Ifor[Parshat[INo'ach,[Ibut[wasn't.[IThe
questionl was, [ what[ is[ the[ ‘connection| between
Parshat[No'achland(the prefastmeal?(The [@nswer
is'that the [Haftara of [Parshat[No'achlimmediately
precedes|the Haftaralof(d[Fast Day, from(the Book
of[Yeshayahu.[Both[the[Haftaralof[(Mo'achland the
meallreferred [fo @relright before the fast.

[7] ParshaPixfor Cechfcha

InCthelpast, we havelalways! tried tolinclude the
ParshaPixCexplanationslinthesamelissuelas[the
ParshaPix,[sothatlit(can Serve[as(a[quide folusing
thePPfolquizlyour(family[and[duests. Ofllate, (we
have [nothad [room for [éverything lthat (we [wanted [fo
includeJin[JTorah[] Tidbits,[Jand [Jthe [ ParshaPix
explanations[ havel been[ onel lof[ the[ casualties.
Here's[alquickfundownlonlLech[L'cha's[PP [ {we
hope (to [resume [putting [the éxplanations!in[for the
current[ParshaPix).[Arrow[ from[the[ birthday( stuff
intolEretz[Yisraellis[Lech[Ll'cha...[MiMoladt'cha...
Arrows[from Eretz[Yisrael[to[the[SouthwestLand
back[‘again_is[thel round trip[to[ & from Egypt.
Compasson tthe “loutlineJofthe [map Lis[JGId's
instructionsto[Avraham(toWalkthe(lland, lits[length
and [breadth, [and!in(all[directions.[Arrows[branching
inldpposite [directions was(Avraham'safferedchoice
tollot/whenthey(separated. Avraham's[dath(before
the king[6f(S'dom, [that[he [would (notleven(take[a
thread arlalshoelace. Telescopeland|stars(stand for
Gld's[taking[Avraham(dutside[to[see(the stars/and
tolpromise that(hisdescendants Will be ascountless
as(thelstars.[Crowns represent(the war of thefive
kingsLagainst(the[four.[ Father[withhis[little[ son
represents(Brit[Mila.[Tent[thatAvrahampitched @
fewtimes[inthesedra. Brit[Bein[HaB'tarim, With
each [lsplit[Janimal Jaccompanied "byJa[triangle,
standingl] for[J thel ] adjectivel] M'SHULASHLJ or
M'SHULESHET.[ The[bird[at[the[top was nottut.
Liver,[as(in[KAVEIDL{in[Hebrew), [a[Word teaning
"heavy"[and(applied in[Lech(l'chaltothe faminelas
well[as[to[Avraham's [ wealth[when helleft[Egypt.

Anvil, lhammer, nails (are [from theHaftara. (ABS logo,
an[EYE[aslihlthe [city[Al, (mentioned hanyfimeslih
the [book[of[Yehoshua, Butfoncelin [LECH IECHAEs
well.[Hagar(theHorrible,[at[leastspelledlin Englis
like"Hagar.[Superman, Cplayed [ by[the[late[actor
Christopher[ Reeve,[aslin[ the  RIV[ between! the
shepherds (of [Avraham@ndthoselaf(Lot.Thelleaves
arelfrom(theLotefree. Theldigital [dlarm[dlock With
the(time[3:18,for(the (number(of(people[Avraham
took with [him[to(fight to[save[Lot.[Or[just Eliezer,
gimatriyal 318.[Seder[ plate[remindsus[of[ the
prophecyof[going[down[to[ Eqypt.[ CDs[arel for
EIMEKCHAISIDIM.CESHKOL{(clusterbf[grapes),CA
NEIR{alcandle) Cand['aMEMIRAY [for[Avraham's
allies.

Biblical[td [mhodern:[he's (his[dwn [gFandpa

GeorgelBernard's[$on,
Leonard(Edward

firstBuccessfullinodernltypewriterfandCanlhngeliclineal

|United[Roadl]FowingBlnd[WhoﬂnWayeira? ‘

Bargaining starts at 14 more than the whole world

Four[@relthe[thothers[And[three[@relthe
fathers...[(Bara,[Rivka,[Avraham,[Rachel,
Yitzchak, [lYaakov,[1Leah.[What[kind Cbf
order[id[that?![And[this?[Avraham,Maakov,
Yitzchak, Tkeah, Rlivka, Rachel, Shra.
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PUAHINSTITUTE
Wholishis/Mother? part2

Infourlcontinuing(teview(of the caselof
Seanlland[JCarolyn[JSavagellandthe
child[that(shel carried[tol term, welare
discussingllissues(iregarding/lhalachic
maternity.[In[theltheoretical caselthat
suchlalbabylwould(be(borntola Jewish
couple,[lwhowouldbelcon(Isidered his
halachicfmother?

Lastweek weldiscussed thelteasoning
of(thosewholbelieve that thelgenetic
motherdisCalsoCthe JhalachicCCmother,
regardless[offwholactuallylcarriesand
deliversthebaby.[Inthelcaselof the
Savage!( family,[1 shel] was[]accidently
impregnated(] with(] another(] couple's
embryos] duringll anlJ IVF cycle.
According( tol] this[] reason(T ing,[ the
geneticCmotherCwould[IbetheJactual
mother(] of(] the(] child(] that[] Carolyn
Savage(tecentlydelivered.

However,there areldissentinghalachic
opinions(that(positithatthebirthimother
isCithehalachiclmother;they(bring(ja
number(ofiproofs(forithisposition.

OnelisourcellisCtheIMishnalregarding
thelcaseloflalyoung[ Orlaltreelthatlis
graftedtolanlolder honOrlaltree {we
havel previouslyldiscussed(thisCmishna
inCourreviewof[fertility pres(Tervation
androvarian(grafting).[Evenlthoughithe
young! tree[was(less(than(threelyears
oldlJ (prelgrafting),[] thelJ fruitCl grown
post(grafting[lis[Inotliconsidered ito[ be
orla,sincelitlis(considered[fobe part of
therhostltree.Specifically,(thefruithas
grownl[land[been(Inourished(Isolely[ by
thelhostltree.

Similarly,loncelthelwoman(receivesithe
eggand[becomes/its[sole['sourcellof
nourishmentandigrowth, theegglloses
itsCindependent(identity andbecomes

part_ofCher.[Therefore, she shouldbe
considered(thelhalachicimother.

Anotherfascinating(sourcelis theltase
of[(RachellandYosef.[The Gemaral(in
B'rachot60b)discusseswhetherone
canl] pray(] that(lthe[] gender( of(]their
unborn(child(bel[changed. The[Gemara
noteslalprecedentlin(the caseof Dina,
Leah's[daughter.[ Dina'sChamel means
"to[beljudged".[ The[[Gemaralexplains
that[LeahJunder(Tistood[Tthat('Yaakov
wouldhavelonly12(sons.[Shelherself
hadlalreadyl had[ 6[ of(themandleach
maidservantThad12(Jsons.[]SheJalso
knew[throughRu‘ach[JHaKodesh(that
herlunborn(childiwould(belaboy.

Were(LLeah(to[give(birth[tolanother(son,
Rachell wouldll bel] leftl) with(J the
opportunitytolhavelonlylonelson,lless
than(eitherof the_maidservents. Leah
"judged(herself"[Jand'determined(that
shelwould[praylfor(the baby's[ gender
tobelchangedlinCordertollspareher
sister(Ifrom(lembarrassment.[1SolIshe
prayedlandJthefetusJwas[Iswitched
frommale(tofemale;[Dinalwas(born.

Thell Maharasha,[] adds(] that'! what
actuallyl] happened] was[ that[] both
Rachelland/Leahlwere[pregnantlatithe
samel(]time.[1Leah(Iwith(1allboylland
RachelJwith(J all girl.[] Leah's[] prayers
resultedlin’theléxchangeloflthe unborn
children.[Leahgavelbirth[to[Rachel's
geneticlchildrandRachellgavelbirth(to
Leah's.

ItCisCclear fromtheTorahthat[Yosef
was[Rachel's(son,evenithoughlhelwas
the(geneticlchild(of Leah.[According(to
this[J opinion, [ it(J is[] clearl] that] the
determiningUfactorJinCJmotherhoodis
giving(birth.
NextC'weeklwelIshall(iseeJoneJother
opinion.
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