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Reminiscing(dbout(Saradmeinu

It's[a[8neakyitle, Becauselitlgivesdhelimpressiondhat[Parshat[Chayei[$ara
willlbetheRopic[of(this[leadTidbit.OtOsn't.COnheldtherChand, Cvith[Ehe
deathdf[Paralmeinulh@heldpeningp'sukimdfihe8edral@andd@heldeath[df
Avraham[Avinuiowardsfhel@énddf(fhelSedra, dbokingBack[@Week's[Sedralis
notldeallyCoff".(Weldreldoing[ibldoBackIbfhelBeginning@f[Wayeira, [Because
of(3omelquestionsthatCtamellip[thisCpastCEhabbatCabouttheVisitCof[the
angelso[Avraham.[Thayei$aralwilllbeldoveredhdhe[$edral3ummary,[$0
weldren't[@dbandoningli.

OneldtherlWorddflihtroduction: [There[@relduestionshatlWill(be@skeddhat

seem[betterthanthelCanswers,Cévenlif(veget[Rko[the@nswers.[Welinight
leave@heminanswered@olnvite[T Treaderfeedback.To[belSure,Rherelare
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differentCivaysdhese[questionsC¢anbe
answered.

SolChere[[oes.[Onthevery[Hay[that
Avraham[CtircumcisedhimselfCand[the
malesCofChis[household, CGLdkold Chim
and@ssured@im,fhat[JaralwouldBear
him@$on, RolbeltalledYitzchak, &nd
that[heDirthWould Hakelplacel@round
abearfromthisdime.

JustfwoldaysObaterMondhepainfilled
thirdCdlay$ince[®he[Mila, C(GLdappears
to[AvrahamIIWel[drefaughtfhatitWas
alVisitto[khel$ick, BikurCCholim,that
G[dWwasldoingl@ndlWas@eachinguisfo
do.Ot'sVery Chot MG [d Cnake Ot [$on
orderfb@llow[Bvraham[domeldest[from

Shabbat[Shiur[3:00pm
Rabbi[BinyaminWolff

Minchalait[4:00pm
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hisfent[hospitality(program.But[GLd[Seeshat
AvrahamOsOiroubled by heMackdfCvayfarers,
soOHeOsendsMthreeCangelsOinCtheCOguise Clof
travelersCAand[CAvraham[&nthusiasticallyCgreets
them@ndhvitesfhemIbOunch.

Onelof(fhepeople{angels)dellsCAvraham@hat
SaralwillCbearChimCBkonCnChaCyear'sCtime.
AvrahamBeard@heldamelWonderfulldewsfrom
GLddwoldays[karlier.(Why[didCGLd[$end[the
angellXo[AvrahamoCBnnouncethelbirthCbf
Yitzchak?

Maybe[ for[d Sara's benefit?d Butd shed just
overheardheannouncementdlitCWwas[told ko
Avraham.

Did[Avraham[3hare[Gd's[inessageWith[Fara?
IfTho, Whyhot?df¥es, henWhatpurposeldid
theldngellderve?

DidCAvrahamknow[that[®heseWerel@ngelsCor
didOheOthinkOtheyOwereOmerelyOtravelers.

Correct for Jerusalem
Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
24 Cheshvan 3 Kislev (Nov1120)
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Word of the Month [l
This(Shabbat(velbench[Rosh \_)
Chodesh[Kislev,[which[willlbe |
onlTuesdaylandWednesday, [
Novemberll 7[(&018. %
Cheshvan's(Rosh(Chodesh &%
canlbelll lbriR[Hays(Hepending ./ 4%
onlwhetherCheshvanthas29(its
regularthumberlIl55%![bfltheltime)br
30Mayslinalfull", SHALEIM,year(l
45%bfltheltime,lincl.thisyear).
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Perhapsheirsthoughthat@heyWereldegularipeople, But@henfigureddut
(orOvas[told)that[theyWere@ngels.[Rashilseemstol$aythat[helbelieved
themo[Melteqgularpeopledhroughout@he¥isit, OhcludingDivhenheléscorted
themupon[theirCeaving.[(Are[Xhere[bther[bpinionsChmongburlkources?
Apparently,Mes.

Whydid[GLd3end@nangeldolhealCAvrahamivhen[He[HimselfQlvas[on[Ehe
spot, [Holfbldpeak?Wereltheldngelsldriginally[Supposeddbitientify[fhemselves
as[@ngels, [Butldame,Ohstead, @s[people,do[dalmAvraham's[disappointment
thatfhereWere[Ao[fravelersfolgreet?

WhatQNaluelWould@n@nnouncementdfBheBirth @f[Yitzchak@o[Avraham@nd
Saralin[@year's[time, have, df(khe[Announcementéameromonelofkhree
backpackers?Especially[fCAvrahamthought[®hat[these[vereldolatorsvho
worshipedfheldustldnlheirfeet{lasihdicated By IhefactfhatfheTorahZells
us[thatCAvrahamold[themoCvashtheir[(feetCand Cremain CbutsideIThot
enteringBisent).

Personallbotel{frome, Phil): YouRnowWhatfhefhostldistressing[question
of(AllOs?CWhyLdidn'tdCaskthese[fuestionsCduring[thedast[50Yyears[and
countlessldeviews[dflthis[Sedra?

AndCdoYoulhavel@nylidealhowmnanydther[questionsWeldan@dskfromdhe
restldflthis[dedral@ndfrom@lIdfEheTorah?@ruly,[dountless.

ICéxpressedCdoubtfastolivhetherCive[WouldCéven[getto@nyCanswers.[We
won't.[MotdhEhisWeek's[OT, [dteast.

Thelbeautyof(theselquestions[dany[questions, thatCdoccurollisCivhenOive
review[RarshatHaShavua,kfhatlWwe[Raveldohany[dommentariesfo[peruse,
solmanylother[peopleFolsharethelfuestionsCvith[MIwith[EhelfesultCbeing
differenti@nswersfromdifferent@ngles, @llI[dfdhich[danl@nrichds.

Many@years[dgo,[duringl@Breakh@TARGILOhMilu'm,@n@rmyHuddyEBaw
melStudying@pocket[Chumash@nd[@skedinelWhatdWasldoing.dHold Him
thatwaslfeviewingfhelWeekly[Sedra.[Hel@pparently[®BnewWhatfhatlheant,
butBeldskedfllAadn'tldonefhelSamefhingihl[pastijears.

Thel@nswerlis[dlear@ol@nyoneldholsStudiesMorah.Mo,ouldidn't[dofheldame
thingOh[past¥ears.Yes,You'veldoneldver@helSedralinanydimes, ButOfyou
pay[dttention,[dach@imels[@[Mewl8xperience.

No[pointOhRickingtourselffordotBaving[domellpWithfhelduestionBefore.
ThisOsOustonelihdication@hatlWweldanheverFINISHOkarning@heTorah,[or
any[dffTanach,[drMishnaldrGemaraldr...

Ifyouléver[deviewdhelleekly[8edral@nd[don't(have@Mewquestiondhatlk
botheringhouthat'swhenMoulshouldget@Mittleorried.

Dovlipmanprovides[teadersCofl{Torah[TidbitsCWithhree[ParshaPoints[to
Ponder[@achWweek.[WantthorellandtoulShould!)?Oustdpen@[Thumashl@nd
takel@reshookat[helveekly Cparsha.[You'llind Ctnany[PointsHo[Ponder.
Happy[gondering.
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5th[of[tHe (Tdrah's (54 [sddras; [Sth Lol (12 [id [Blreishit
Written [oh (17 | (ihes d[aIS8fer Tdrah, (rdnk 3 th
4[Phrshiyot; BTopen, [Tclbsed

105 Lpdsukim (inks 32nd [{T 1 th (i (Breishit)
same [ad [(Dvarim [(&hich [isTldnger)

1402 [wbrds ((dAnks 3 th ({11 th [l Blreishit)
5314 [ekters [[Idinks 3bth [(T1 th [i(Blreishit)

Shorter [tHan [aVerage [plsukim [il[alsddra Lwith
slightly (hélow [a¥erage [ndimber [of [p¥ukim [deans
alshallish[sddra

MITZVOT

none [of[tHe (6] 3 [mitzvot [ade [in[Chayei[Sdra,
however, [a3 [mentioned [aften, [tBere [ade [(Midot
and [vdlues (ahd [adher (Teksons [td (hé [Tehrned.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>X:Y{Z)]@ndOS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startCofCJaOparshalp‘tuchallorCIs'tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasukdfihe
beginningTofCktheOparsha; (Z)DisCkthe
numberdfl@'sukimihfheldarsha.

Kohen(IErst[Aliya
| 6 [plsukim [II2B: | (116

[P> 23:1420)] Thelparshallbegins
byltellinglusthatSaraldieddnKiryat
Arba,whichlisOHevron.OButOfirstlit
tellsflisithatshelivedhfull,donglife
oflll 270years.

SDT: With[ thelllast theme lof! Vayeira
beingthe_LAKEIDA, Uithejuxtapositionof

Sara's!death supports our| Tradition! that
Saraldiedlas alresult of thel Akeida. The
Midrash(says(that(the Sataninformed|Sara
aboutwhat! Avrahamwas!intendingtoldo
withYitzchak, When(they Went towards [Har
HaMoriah.Thelshocklwas(toolgreatforlan
oldlwoman, andsheldied.| Somel commen!]
taries|givelanlinterestingltwist(to this. They
sayllthat!Saradied, "not! ffromfear that
Avraham[) wouldl) offer] Yitzchak!] as'| a
Korban, but(rather(that|helinight not![She
remembered| Avraham'steactionwhenshe
toldlhim(tobanish Yishmael {and Hagar).
Shelwas afraid( that  Avraham's lovel and
kindness| towards! Yitzchakl would prevent
himfrom|darryinglout Gd's/dommand, land
thatl Avraham would | thus [fail (thisiltimate
testlof faith.[(When|she sawl(or heard) that
Avrahamwas returning with Yitzchak still
alive,[$helthoughtlher(fearsWereliealized
andsheldied.

Avrahaml comesll (somel sayll from
thell Akeida,d thatO isO from0 Har
HaMoriah;l somel sayll froml Be'er
Sheva;leitherlway,0itdwasOapparl
entlydtolHevronOthatOhelOcame)Oto
eulogizeBaralhndltoltryforfher.

SDY: I'LIVKOTAH, [ and(to tryforlher,
iswrittenwith|dalsmall KAF. Sometakethis
aslalteminderthatthe ¢ryingwas'small”
sincelSaralhad livedisuchlallong!life((Baal
HaTurim). TherelisUmorel crying[ when! u
personldieshoung.

Somelsay that(thelKAFpoints tolthe 201in
thelwaythat(the Torah!tells iislhowldld she
wasWhen(sheldied: [100earsand20years
and|7years.

Others(saythatthelsmall KAFallowsusfo
reread|thelword | withiregular|sized! letters
onlyltolobtain a differentlunderstanding, lon
alREMEZ! (hint)level. [ And[ Avraham(¢came
toleulogize Sara ULVITAH,  and! for[ her
daughter.[This[correlates With|thelopinions
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that! Avraham " and[ Saral hadl al daughter,
butlsheldied when[ Saral did. {(Someleven
say(that her'namelwas BAKOL.)

Avraham[ nextd makesOthelarragell
mentslforlprovidingfhlsuitablelplace
todburylSara.l(TherelisalTradition
thatl Avrahaml wasll awarell ofll the
buriallplaceloflAdamOanddChava,
andhatOshhelpiecelbfllandhelwvas
interestedl in.)0 Hel turns0 told the
peopleloflCHEIT,lonelofllwhomlis
knownl asll EFRON.O Theyl all
exchangelnicetieslandOthelpeople
offerdAvrahamUanyllandlhelwants.
HellinsistsOonOpayingUfulllpriceland
thatlisOwhatOheldoes0OforOthelfield
andltavebfMMachpela.

Pirkei[AvotCimadeFfamous[that

Avraham[Owvas[lested[(10Ximes.[But

thelmishnaldoesChotC&énumerateihe

tenO tests.d Thered are different

opinionsCAs[tolwhich[bf(Avraham's

experiences[arel[tonsideredtests[bf
his[faith.[(MostOists[bf[(the110C&nd

with[@hel[Akeida,@s[mplied@romIhe

p'sukimdthemselves.[(ORabeinullYona

findsOaOtestafterCdthedAkeidaldd
Avraham's[éxperiencelin[providing(@

burialCplacefor[Bara.[orThefuestion

on[thisOs[bbvious[IIMWhat[Cvas[Cko

difficultCaboutCthat, CthatDitCshould

qualify[@s@dest[ofHaithleéspecially

after thed Akeida? Perhaps[] the

answerldiesOhhefactdhat@fterdhe

Akeida,[Avraham[still[Bad [@[doupleldf
difficultfhingsoldo@hrough.Wasn't

thed Akeidad and everything that

precededit[énough?Mo,Motinished

yet.[ThisCtanRestCalperson,Some
times, OmorethanCterribletrialsCand

tribulations.

SurvivingOtheO Holocaustddid[ not
guarantee[Ch[bersonthatChelwvould
haveOaneasyOlifeCOfrom[dthenClon.

SomelwerelBlessedWith@roublelfiree
livesCafter@heirRerribleCordeals, but
mostChadCimanyOmorelCdifficulties(ko
facelih[fhelyearsbldome.

WelHdo[hot[Cknow[CThow[OGId[works.
Why O mustd weO suffer trials[d and
tribulationsOinOthisCworld?OItCIhas
somethingOtoOdoOwithOmakingCus
betterCpeople.CWith[thallenging[Cls.
Withtesting[lis.CWith[CpreparingCour
souls[For[the[World CbfOrruth.CJANnd
probably@btthore.

Therellk[@nother[@pproacho@nswer
theOsamequestion.OJEulogizinghis
wife, [cquiring@Buriallplace,finding
ad"shiduch"OfordYitzchakO OO even
remarrying[dHagar[(Ketura) Careall
"regular",J mundaneld experiences.
Canl[bnewholkpokelrepeatedlyXo
Gld,@scended®arMaMori'ah,[had@
specialltelationshipCwith[(G[d [1TTtan
suchOaOpersonOreturnCtoObeinga
"normal"BumanBeing?[ThisfHoolk[ad
test,[And[Avrahaml[passedWithdlying
colors.[Theseldommentaries[pointio
theCpasuk@t[Eheléndof(the[Akeida
portion,JAnd[Avrahamdeturnohe
lads..."@sanOhdicationdhat[helivas
ablefbflcomeBackdownEbl8arth".

SDT: [fld/fatherlinsists that hissonmarry
orlnotimarrylalparticularWoman, [thelson
isLnot duty'bound ! tollistenl to  his| father.
Meshech[Chochmalsays|thatWelearn(this
fromU thell factl] thatl] Avraham[) gave
instructions_andadministered| an oath(to
Eliezerl aboutlalwifel for! Yitzchak, [ but did
notlUlcommand| Yitzchak!himself lonthe
matter.

Periodlisth 7IPIRCommalisth PO
Colon(is ©17%2).[Andlemiltolon

is[disappointingly) P>©93 N13P)
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Levi[IStcond[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [12B:17[24:9

Thelfield,Ocave,ltrees,letc.bbecome
thellawtullpossessionsoflAvraham,
afterBvhichlhelburies[Bara.

[S> 24:1067)] Avrahamlislihowlat
anl advancedl agell andl hasl been
blessedlgreatlylbylGId.0*AndOIGd
blessedl] Avrahaml BAKOL”,0 with
everything.

The[Owvord BAKOLLCkEcreams[but[for
explanation.[And, [Surel@nough, fhere
are[dmany[kuggestionsCJas[to[what
thisOextraOblessingClof BAKOLis.
(EverylimelWve[3ay[Birkat(HaMazon,
weldsk[GldXoBless[Uus@sHeBlessed
ourforefathersdMBAKOL...Mikol@nd
KolO are[d terms[] associatedd with
Yitzchak@ndMaakov.)

TheMumericMalueldf BAKOLE2, fhe
samelBs[BEN,on.rhisCalludesto
the[Liltimate[blessing[thatCAvraham
receivedIRisdon¥itzchak.

R.OMeirOsaysOthatCOAvrahamOwas
blessed@y[MOTHRavingd[daughter.

In[Avraham'sdime@ndihhis[nique
circumstances, lvhoWould3helhave
married?[WhatouldBave[Bappened
to(her?OnhisCdaselitWas@[bracha
notfoHaveBadldldaughter.

On[iheldtherhand...[R.[Yehudalsays
thatCAvraham's[CextralCblessingCwas
that[heDIDhavelda[daughter.[There
is0 evend anO opiniond thatO his
daughter'sidameldasBAKOL.

RabbidEliezerCdHaModaildsays[dthat
AvrahamOas[blessed CwiththelCart/
skill/powerlofCastrologyandthat[he
was[donsultedBytoblemenfromFar
andOwide.O(EvenOwhenOGLdOtold
Avraham[ihat[BelWouldBRavel@dhild,

AvrahamUOresisted[becauselhelThad
seenn[thel&tarsthatChevasChot
goingd toO haveO children.O GId
"explained"toCJAvrahamCthatODitClis
possiblefofise[@boveldne'sMmazal”,
and[ih[{act, fhatlis[Theldpeciallduality
of(xheChationkhatCwillCtomefrom
him. SN9¢5 5w ypX.ObnEzral3ayslih
the[damelofldurBages[z2"l, Hrue, (But
only@sllbngldsiWeMeepthelTorah.)

R.OShimonObarOYochaiOsaysOthat
Avraham[hadCalCprecious$toneWwith
curative[powersthatCvouldChealZll
wholdazeddponlit.

TheseOlastdtwo opinions identify
BAKOL[O asd Avraham's[d prominent
positionCntheWworld.[ThisitsCvith
his[bole@sfatherldflthany[@ations".

Somel] suggest] that Eisav's[] not
sinningd(untilCJAvrahamOdied)Oand
Yishmael's(epentance, Cboth[CHuring
Avraham'sOlifetimeOareOtheOextra
blessings.

Thereldrelstillldther@xplanations.

Fromheariety CofCéxplanationsCof
BAKOL,O itO isO quited cleard that
Avraham'slinique3tatusCasOheldne
wholdestoredBelieflih[MnelGLdIbIhe
worlddidChotClgoCunrewarded.[We
can$eelnthisOistCofCblessings,Call
theldifferentCkindsCof[blessings[that
can[belburs,[thelEkpiritualCheirs[bf
Avraham[Avinu.

Thel onell majorl taskl remaining,
whichlwilllforgeltheOnextOvitalllink
in0 whatl promisesl toll bell all great
peoplell andl all greatl Chainll of
Tradition,O isO findingd all suitable
"shidduch"orllYitzchak.[Everything
nowl willl dependl uponlYitzchak.
Howeverll greatl Avrahaml was,
unlessltherelisd'solid"continuity,[hll
willllbellost.0Tolthisend,0Avraham
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callslluponlEliezerltolswearlthatlhe
willlfaithfullyltarrybutthisltask,Ihat
helwilllreturnOtodAvraham'sOfamily
andhometown,hndfindalwifelfor
Yitzchaklthere.OAndlthatlYitzchakls
notltolleavelEretzOYisraell(having
beenlconsecrateddonlthedMizbei'll
achlluringlthelAkeida).

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [[T24: 1026

Eliezer{whollislexclusivelylreferred
tolJasd"ThelServant"lord"ThedMan",
aslopposedltolbylnameThislname
neverl appearsl inl Parshatl Chayei
Sara,l wherell well wouldll have
expectedltolfindlitdrepeatedlover
andOover)dtakesOtenOcamelsOladen
withl all splendidl assortmentl of
goodsl andl travelsl toll Avraham's
hometown.l Uponlarrival,0 helties
thelcamelsOuplnearOtheOwelld(and
spring),l towardsl evening,l atl the
timelthatOthellocall girlscomelto
drawlbwater.HelhsksOGdRobelkind
tolhismasterlAvraham.[Eliezerlhsks
forlalsignOMthelgirldwholwillloffer
himldrinkOandOalsolforOhisOcamels,

Onelik[Hupposed[to[feed[Bis[dnimals
before[lhe[JhimselfCJeats. CIButCwith
drinking[{water),[ the[persontomes
first. (MVe[larn[this[ffom[&tdéast[dvo
places[ih[the[Torah.[Rivkalgave [Water
to[Bliezer[And[dfterwards[drewMater
forlthelchmels.[Thater[ih [theTorah, e
find[that[G[dlghve His[approval,[sb[tb
speak, [ to[ Rivka's[hction,[by[ telling
Moshe[that[Water[Would[dome[from
the[dock [th [Tgive[drink[tb [the[Jeople
and[theirlahimals".

shellwilllbelthelonelsentObylIGd.
Almostbeforelhelfinishedbpeaking,
Rivkall batl Betu'elll ofl Avraham's
familylhrrivesbnlthelceneBvithther
waterll containerlon0hershoulder.
EliezerOrunsOtoOherOandOasksOforla
bitlbflvater.IShelimmediatelylzives
himUOhisOfilllandOthenOdrawsOwater
forlhiscamels.0Anxioustolfinddout
whetherlkhellwas'thelbne" [Eliezer
waitsuntildthel camelsOhaveltheir
drinklhndlthenlpresentsRivkalwith
giftslofliewelry.[{Onlthelonelhand,
helhasOseenOherOkinddnaturedand
tirelessfactloflichesed;lonlthelother
hand,0helhasOnotldevenlaskedOher
whol shell is.)0 Whenl Rivkal tells
Eliezerl thatO shel isl indeedd from
Avraham'sffamilylthndlnvitesthimlo
stayl atl her home,l hell prostrates
himselfll beforell GOdO in0 grateful
acknowledgment.

TheOGemaralinOTaanitCstates[that
EliezerCHervantCbfCAvrahamHidChot
ask[{something[df(G[d)properly,But
heOwvas[ChonethelessCansweredOnCA
fineChhanner.[His('sign"CtouldChave
resultedCinClanCunsuitableCshidduch
for[Yitzchak, (but[(G[d[$ent[Rivkalto
himOinstead.dOSomesourcesfault
Eliezer[(For[FelyingCbnCBnCbmenlCbr
sign] especiallyd (orOspecifically)
becausefeldidMot@skWho[ShelWas
beforelgivinglergifts".

R'vi'i [IEburth[Aliya
26[plsukim[1124:27[5R2

EliezerlalsolsaysUalblessingltodGd
forll notll abandoningll Avrahaml or
withholdingDivinelOKindnesslfrom
him.ORivkalrunsOhomelto0tellOher
familydwhatOhasOhappened.OLavan
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(filledd with0 ulteriord motives,0 our
sourcesl telll us)l runsl tol greet
Eliezer.0Thelgoldjewelryladorning
RivkalcatcheslLavan'sleye,landlhe
"graciously"offerslEliezerlhospitall
ity.0l Eliezerll isl servedl foodl but
refuseslkoleatluntillhis'business"[is
completed.

Eliezerlproceedslkoltellltheltorylof
hisOmission.0HeltellsOofll Avraham
andlOYitzchakOandOofObeinglsentlto
findlalwifelfor0Yitzchak.OWhenlhe
askslforRivka'sfhandlonbehalfllof
hishmaster,dl.avanhndBetu'ellcoml
mentarieslpointltolLavan'sfpoushing
himselfll beforel hisO fatherl asl an
indicationlofthlnegativelpersonality
trait)lhcceptlhlllhsOGId'sBwill.

Eliezerll againl prostratesl himself
beforelGIdnOgratefullhcknowledgll
mentlbflthelkuccessbflhisnission.

€hamishii[[5th[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [([124:53[&7

EliezerlgivesOmorelgiftsdtodRivka
andOherOmotherdandlbrother,Othen
theylalll celebrated withl foodd and
drink,lhndEliezerlhndhislpartybtay
overnight.OIndthedmorning,0Eliezer
askslhisOleave.ORivka'sOfamilylasks
thatlshelremainOforOalyear,0or0at
leastd ten monthsO (asd wasl the
customl[infoldenOtimes)dbutlEliezer
insistsl onl leavingll immediately.
RivkallisOconsultedlandlOshelagrees
toleavelrightthway.OTheylkendlher
offwith[h'maid"laterdidentifiedlhs
Devora)lhndblesslher.

thelgenerations. [donic, iSfitlnbt, [thatwe
use[llavan's[Words[for[duch[d[dpecial

occasion.

Finallyl thell entouragel leaves[ for
Canaan.

Meanwhile,0YitzchakO(havingllgone
tolbringlHagarbacktolAvraham)ls
inlthelNegevllareallandgoesl"into
thel fieldd tod commune,0 before
evening".(0This,Bvelhreltaught,Owas
thell modelld forl Mincha.)ld Asl the
RivkalEliezerl caravanl approaches
froml all distance,0l Rivkall sees
Yitzchak,l jumpsl downl froml her
camel,landlasksOEliezerdwholthat
manlis.0IShelcovershherlfacelwithlh
veillwhenlshelisOtoldthatOtheOman
istherlintendedhusband.

Eliezerl tellsO Yitzchakl everything
thatOhasOoccurred.lYitzchaklOtakes
Rivkalbshiswifelhndshelbecomes
allcomforttolhimOforfthedossboflhis
mother.0Forlus,Oshellaterlbecomes
Rivkallmeinu.

RabbilBholom[Gold[$peculates@sio

how[@[girl[growingphkheHouseldf
Betuell@ndMavanldanSolquickly[Step

intoBaraldmeinu's[Shoes. [His[@nswer
(beautifullyCdevelopedOnCalshiur) Os

thatOtCWwas[D'vorah,[Rivka'sChurse
maid,dOwhowasOherOteacherCand

influenced ind thed ways[J of ] Sara.

D'vorah wasO leftd behindd when

Avraham[@nd®@aral@lmadelAliya", for

justhis[gurpose.

Shishi [I8ixch[Aliya
| | [plsukim [II25: | [T

ThisHlessingBasBeentbpeateddount ] [P> 25:10(11)] Avraham,Dhaving

less[times[tb Jéwish[Brides[throughout

successfullyll providedl forQl the
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continuitylotfiwhatOwilllbecomelthe
JewishINation,OnowllivesOoutOthe
remainderloflhisOlifeldasOal"private
citizen",Usoltolspeak.0HeltakesOfor
himselfll all wifell named KETURA
(whichOwelhreltaughtbwvasIHAGAR)
andUfatherslsixOmorelchildren.0He
giveslthemlgifts,0butlYitzchakOrel
mainsdAvraham'slexclusivelbpiritual
heir.0 (Well canl reallyl sayl thatl in
somelways,0otherpeoplesloflithe
worldOfolloweddAvraham'sOleadlin
livingll monotheisticl lives,0butl the
Torah'sll definitionl ofll Avraham's
lineagelslitzchak.)

OnOtheOquestionOofdtheOdifferent
treatmentCoflYishmael[{banishment)
and@heldhildren@rom[Ketura{gifts),
itldan®eléxplaineddhatherelivas(a
crucialCHifferenceCbetweenYishmael
andd Ketura'sO children.Od Yishmael
challenged¥itzchak's[ihheritance.He
claimed{andOnCsomevaysltontind
uesdtodclaim)dAvraham'sdlegacy.
When[GLdHold (Avrahamdoisten o
Sara,[HeQold[himo[banish[(them,
BECAUSEONLYitzchak[CwillCbel[talled
yourOoffspring,dyourddescentants.
ThisCpointChadtoCbelimade, CandCa
farewellCpartyCandOavishCprovisions
forlfheGburneylouldfot[Aaveltade
theOpoint.ONoOsuchOproblemOwith
Ketura'sOchildren.OTheyOmadellno
suchOclaim.OTheyOdidOnotCdispute
Yitzchak'slole. Mhey[feceivedgifts.

Avrahaml[dieslatOthe'ripeloldlage"
oflll 750actually,lthisOsbhyearshort
ofllthelcompleteld1800thatlYitzchak
achievedl [ variousl reasonsl are
givenlforOthel"lost"050years).0His
wasllallgraceful,lgood,Jand0fulfilling
lifell (despitel thel toughl timesl he
had).0HelisOburieddinOthedCavelof

Machpela,ll wherel hell hadll buried
Sara.0BothlOYitzchakOandOYishmael
takeltarebilthelburial.

ThelTorahOimpliesOthatdYishmael
hadl repentedl hisl waysl andl had
becomel righteous. Whatl greater
"nachas"forlhfatherlthanlthat!

GOdO  blessesdl  YitzchakO after
Avraham'sldeath.

From[theOfactCthatCDAvrahamCtook
Keturad onlyO afterd Yitzchak[ was
married, [fheBaal(HaTurim83aysihat
thisOs[fhelproperthingfoldoMMarry
offourldhildren, [Beforedlouourself
remarry.

Sh'VII[[8kventh[Aliya
7 [plsukim [II25:12[18

[P> 25:12007)] Theldescendantslof
Yishmaelll arell nowll enumerated.
YishmaellisOidentifiedOfullyOasOthe
sonl ofll Avraham[l andl Hagarl the
EgyptianlimaidenloflSarallwholbore
Yishmaell "tod Avraham".0 (This0 is
quitelparalleldtoOtheldescriptiondof
Yitzchak'sllconnectionltodDAvraham
aslstatedlinOtheObeginningloflnext
week'sll sedra.l Thisl mightl further
indicatelYishmael'sOT'shuvallinOhis
laterOyears.)0It0isOnoteworthylthat
Yishmaellfatheredltwelvelkons,hot
likell Yitzchak,O0 butl ratherO like
Yaakov.INotelthatlbothNachorlhnd
Yishmaelthadltheir(l 20descendants
beforedweldidl(soltolspeak).0This
indicatesl all tougherl lifel forl the
Jewishlpeoplel(somethinglthatOhas
beenll bornel outll overll andl over
againll inl thel coursel ofll Jewish
History,ightliplolturrentlevents).
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YishmaellHiesthtthelhgebfll 00hnd
30Mhndl70years.0Thebwordinglinlthe
Torahll (seemsl to)l purposely
parallelsl thatd whichO wasOusedOto
describelSara'sllifespan,lal further
indicationl(perhaps)Uoflithelchange
forOthelbetterlindYishmael.0Rashi
sayslthatOthelagel ofll Yishmaellis
includedOtoOhelpOusdcomputelthe
chronologylbfllyaakov.

LastBp'sukimbrelereadforMatftir.

Haf¢arallll [plsukim
Melachim [Alef 1Tt | (31

Thell sedrall tellsl offl thell aging
AvrahamlandUhisOtaskOoflproviding
forll thell continuityl ofll hisl beliefs
throughl hisll sonl Yitzchakl (even
thoughlthereOwerelotherpotential
heirs).l Thel Haftarall parallelsD this
themelbyOtellinglusOoflithelaging
Kingll Davidl withl manyl potential
heirs,providinglthattwvouldbelhis
sonl Shlomol wholl wouldl bel the
nextllink{inOthedDavidicOline.OThis,
fulfillmentd oflall promisel madel to
Shlomo'sl mother,0 Batsheval 0O
similarfolthelpromiselnadello[Bara
thatl herll sonl wouldl inherit.0 The
startinglpointslarelAvrahamOAvinu
andl Davidl Hamelech.O Butll no
matterll howl strongl theirll personl
alitiesOwere,0theldchaindendsOwith
themOunlesslthelnextlgenerationl[is
aslktronglhshllYitzchak[Avinulhndh
Shlomol Hamelech.

DIVREIIMENACHEM

Parshat[ChayeilSaralintroducesl[us(to
what[might(beldescribedlas(thelfirst
matchmaking[exerciselldescribedl[in
theTorah.From[thelharrative, yyoung
men/might[learnmuchlabout how!to
look/fortheir(life longpartners.

Firstly,[Avraham/sets/the(goal. Eliezer
is[nhot/ tol take[ aliwvoman!froml among
the[Canaanites, [for[theylare not only
idolworshipers(lan/intellectual frailty
that[canbelovercomelllbut,[accordl]
inglto[Rav([Hirsch,theylalsoldisplayla
blatantlack/oflethicsand(morality(that
precludeslany! of( their[ womenfolklas
candidates/for(Yitzchak.

Thel[1MidrashlIdescribes[thellinstant
divine(response(to(Eliezer's[plealfor(a
successfulrnissionland/therniracles/at
thelJwell[ Jthat[loccurred/lonl[]Rivka's
behalf.[Yet[lit[lismeither[wealth nor
divinel] intervention/(] that[ | impresses
Eliezer. Forwhen[Rivkalattendsfolthe
servant,[it[is[ thel plethoral ofl actions
attesting(to her overriding[ kindness
that[] overridinglyl] determinel] her
suitability([for[themarriage((Malbim).

Chizkunil]remarks(]that[ ] away[]from
home, [ one's[truelcharacterl emerges.
Accordingly,[] Rivka's[] display] of
energylandleagerness/tolgolbeyond
thel regular mormsofl hospitality[ ("I
will[] draw( | water[] evenl] for[] your
camels...[Solshelhurried...[and[kept
running")lis(¢learlylalsupremeltest/of
alsterling(character/((cf. Artscroll).
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VYebbe Rebbe

What_can 1 do when 1 take_off_my

w head covering! on! Shabbat and' find
hairs thatare detached | from my!Scalp and
are_lying_on_the  vest_of my hair? May I
removethem by hand orlinlanother manner?

Ourltesponseltolthis question[is

very[ ] uncharacteristic[] ofl] our
approach[to[halacha. [ Welhave[been
unable(tofind[éxplicit(reference(folthis
issue.[While[there[ seemto[ be ample
grounds[to[ forbid[it, bur[thoughtlout,
researched, yet(greatlylintuitive,@nswer,
despitelthelackloflal¢lear[Sourcelorla
clear[reason, lis[that[it[lisCapparently
permitted. Now, the explanation.

Therelseem[tolbeltwolproblemswith
removingtheHair. Firstly, TheJoose Hair
is[Junwanted, [Jand [lit[lis[ Iforbidden[ o
removel lan[ lundesired[ lobject[Ithat(is
mixed(infamongtheldesired because[of
borer[ (selecting[ [Tseel Orach Chayim
319).[Secondly,detached hairlis Mot part
ofl the[human[body[ and[hasholclear
purpose; therefore, it[should Be muktzeh
and forbidden tohandledirectly.

Yet, therelarelstronglindications(butmot
full[proof) that[heither ofl these issues
will[Jforbid(removing[JtheThair.['The
Shulchan[Aruch[{OC[B03:27)[forbids
combing[] one’s[] hair[] normally[] on
Shabbat[becauseofl the certaintythat
some[hairwillCbe Duprooted [from [ the
scalp[] (shearing).[] Thel[] poskiml[] (see
Mishna(Beruraldd(loc.:[86[87)[say(that
oneMay[golover(thehair(gentlyWwithla
softBrush (becauselit(is tincertain ifTany
hair(will[therebybeuiprooted [and it[is
not(his(intention. Poskim(domnot(forbid
thelatter[0utloflconcern/that(ifithere(dre

detached [ hairs[ on[the[hair, [ theywill
certainly( ] bel] removed,[| whichl[] we
hypothesized (] would[ bel[]borer.[ 1 The
Shulchan/Aruch[(OC[316:9)@lsoldllows
pickinglout[licelorlother[insects from
clothing(dr hair Withoutthe matterbeing
considered[ | borer.[ | Thel I Ramall (OC
302:1),ln[discussing[theprohibition [of
laundering, [ permits removing[ feathers
stuck[tolclothes, which(also would Seem
tolbefemovingbadfrom[the goodland
borer.[Anotherfihdicationis thatfvomen
removel anything[superfluous[from[the
hairl(including(loose hairs) thatcould be
alchatzitzalbefore/going[to(themikveh,
and themajor(sources[donotlimithow
this[should[beldoneldn[Shabbat, except
for[ thel matter( lofl lcombing! tthe[ hair,
which, @s(dbovementioned,is[aproblem
of“shearing.”

Itfisharderfolexplain[why there Wwould
not[Borer.Possibly,[Somelsubstances [or
circumstanceslareltooldistantfrom[the
classiclcases[ofl borer, which[iefer[to
separating(] different[] types (] ofl] food.
Perhaps, femovingimpurities [from hair
and [fabrics(fall inder (the[¢ategories[of
shearing[Jand[Jlaundering, [Jand “lwhen
thoseldo motlapply, Borer(ismot(afactor.
Similarly,Rav[S.Z.[Orbach(Minchat
Shlomo(1,11)[Suggests[thatlsincelitlis
normalforthings[to[get[onhair[and
fabrics,it[is¢onsidered[¢leaning[them
rather[than[selecting. Therel ‘may[ be
other(distinctions. The[€xactparameters
offthelexplanation [@arefimportant because
therelarellikely[test[ casesl that[can[go
either[wayl dependinglon[thelexplanal]
tion.[IHowever, [ lour[irelatively[Istrong
halachic[Jintuition, Ibased[Jon[Isimilar
precedents, s that[your[casel[ s per[]
mitted.
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Regarding[ muktzeh, [lin[Jsome[lofl ithe
sources[ | abovel ] (including[] Shulchan
Aruch,[0C[319:9),the[poskim[speak(of
removing(] the[] apparently[] unusable
objectsIdirectly[lby[Thand. IThe imost
likely[explanationlislalong[the linesof
the 1Chazon[1Ish(1(47:21)O0that Jwhen
cleaning[]an]object[] from[Junwanted
“impurities”[(e.g.,[Washing[dishes)[the
unwanted ] is[] subsumed ] under] the
nonmuktzehandiwe View(theldction(ds
cleaning[] dealing[1 with[] the[J useable
object.[Sollereyouwould bedonsidered
handling[yourheadofThair[tather[than
grabbing[] detached[] hairs.[1 While
apparentlymot/@veryoneldgrees withlthis
thesis((see[Shvut[Yitzchak, Muktzeh, p.
308),this/doesSeem[to e dthainstream
view( (seel Sh'mirat/ Shabbat[ K'hilchata
14:(149)Cand[ Orchot[ Shabbat, [ 1I,[19:
207)andCother[ possible[explanations
may/alsocoverlyourIcase.

In[Summary, whileWwelcan[donclusively
neither[prove[norl explainlexactly[why
welbelievelone may(teachlintoherhair
and femove [d[detached hair, ihdications
for[ permitting![itl far[ exceed[ thosel for
forbidding]it.

G'ZEIRASHAVA

Translated[ih[the[dew[OU[Korenlsiddur
as,[JAnLinference Lirawn dromCidentical
words[ih[tlivo[passages", [We [Have[aldassic
example[df[thisCInterpretive[Brinciple [df
RabbiMishmael"[{bne[df[IB), [id [this[Week's

sedra.

Thelohishnalih [Kiddushin[tkaches[us[that[a]
man[Thcquires"[(narries) alMoman i [dne
oflthree[Ways, [the first[df(Which [l [(KESEF
or[SHAVEH[KESEF, [thoney [dr[something
of [mhonitary[vhlue.

How[do We[khow [that[this[id[sb?

The[nishnal3ays[$o.[That's[&nough[to
inform [us[df[the [Dral Maw[ih [this[ohatter.
Butlthe[®ralTlaw[id Mery[dftenlinked[tb
theCWritten[Word.[Sometimes, Dit[is[a
straightforward[donnection[hich[Ellows
us[fo[quote[ ¢hapter[AndWerse[fas[the

expression[gbes).
Sometimes[ilidlnbt[sb[direct.

Inlthe[chse[df[Mmarriage (Hy [choney"[(kold
ring[id[sbmething[dflthonetary[vhluelahd[id
the[Prevalent[dpplication [df[this (tule [bf
Jewish[aw), [the[Gemaraltkaches[Us[that
welinkOtheOdterm O"TOLCACQUIRE",
lakachat,[known [hs CKICHA{taking[br
acquiring),[ih[2he[dontextLbfL Avraham's
acquisition[df[Me'arat[HaMachpeila[ahd[ifs
environs[(Which[Was[done[By[the[tFansfer
ofHilver (from [Avraham [to (Bfron, o [the
conceptLdf[KICHA [h[thedontext[df[KI
YIKACHISHOSHA...,[When [almhan [thkes 2l
woman [{as[his[vife).[The[dheldnarriage
context,[Ithe[Juse[JofCLImoneyisCInot
mentioned.[ButWe[ale[thught[the[G'zeira
Shavaldf(Kicha, Kicha, [nhis'dei Efron.

Weldo[dot[thake [dur[dwn[G'zeira[Shava.
Theyate[phrtldfithe [Dral [hw.Theypbint
out[the[donnections.[TheBourcesfillGh
thelrkst[dflthe [details.
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Glimpseslinto[theWorld
of [@OU ldashrut(suipervision

Doesit(NEEDaThechsher?

Q. Whyldb[slipervision[akencies[slipervise
products[that[do [nbtnkedalhkchsher?

A. [f{Byproductslthatldoldot[deed[d
hechsher"[Youlhean[tems[dhat[Havedo
connection [tb[fbod, [such[ak[Bicycles, [they
don't[dertify[Such [droducts.[Dtherwise, [it
isfidhportant[tbrkmember[thatlthere[id[Ho
hard[ahd[fst[chtegoryldflproducts[thatdo
not[heedCh[Thechsher.[dTo[kay[that[h
productl Hoes[hot[heed L kupervision[Lls
essentially [tb [nhake [aljudgement[chll: [ak[fAr
as[Welkhowl[the[product[idukually [mhade[ih
ways[that[Jose[do[Rosher[doncerns.[Are
these[Jas[far[dsCive[know"[Assumptions
fail[shfe? 1By [Ino [dmeans.JPlantsC.Imake
products[ih [Unexpected [Ways[all[the[tme.
Somelproducts[LivhichChow[heed [Superl]
vision[Were[Jossibly[dcceptable Without[d
hechsher[in[the[past.[ Many[ dairies, Hor
instance, (Hottle rater,[ahd [some[df[those
have[switched [from[filtering[the Water[tb
pasteurizing[dtCbn[the[3ame[kquipment
usedbrlthe[rhilk.[Additonally, By [duper[]
vising[these[products, khshrus[agencies[ale
able[] tod confirm that[] the[ current
manufacturingCprocesses [lised[fo[anul]
facture[fhem CHo[Chot[ o Chot[hegatively
effect[theltheir osher [status.[Sb[the[thost
youldan[day[ik[#hat[Supervision[dgencies
supervise[dome[products[that[dre[pretty
safe[tb By Mithout[slipervision.

"Kosher(gelatin”

Q. Whatl[does[it[thean[When[d[Product
lists[]amongl] its[d ingredients,[] "Kosher
Gelatin™?

A. Thelgklatinlprobablychme ftom[alcbw
that[Was[dot[dosher[saughtered [drlaldig.
There[dre[domeldpinionsthat[dllowfor
this[JIThencekheldesignation,[T'kosher
gelatin".[But[ost[halachicCposkimCFule
that[duch[gelatin[i[dot[Rosher.[Thereli’
gelatin[AvailableChowadays[Hrom[kosher[]
slaughtered[lanimals, CIbutClitClis Clusually
identified [ by [$omethingLimore[ than[the
mere[phrase["kosher[gdelatin".[Bish[delatin
(which[alsorkquires[alrkliable (Hechsher)[id
usuallyCidentified Chs[Tfish Cgelatin”.[ltCs
worth[doting, [dIso, [that[it [i§ [dot[d[dood
idea[to[tely[dbn[dnLlinfamiliar Chechsher.
WhenLih[Cloubt[dbout[d[Thashgacha, [dsk
your[Rlav.

Ed.[note:0What(youDoften[wantXo[knowliaboutla
hashgachall is0 its0 "policy"D concerningl] certain
ingredients.[In0thisUcase, lwhatJarelitsOstandards
aboutOgelatin. OnlotherCcases, lyoulwantCtodknow
wherell it0 stands0 on0 issues suchl asll STAM
CHALAV[(not[ChalavllYisrael([Tregular(milkland
milk(powderlareltwolldifferentissues), [SHMITA,
BISHULOYISRAEL,UandlalhostOofTlother(itopics.
Don'tlelafraidtolask.Thelinternet[sazoodplace
tol start0 lookingll for0 answers,l and0 thenl the
hashgachalpeoplelthemselves.
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

Parshat Chayei Sara
MourningSarah

Grief[is[the[ most powerfulland[ most
painfulCofChumanCemotions.Yet, it(is
anlemotionwhichfewhumanrbeings
canlavoid(intheir(lifetime.We'allface
loss,andwelalllgrieve.

Interestingly, the first deathof which
welreadlindetaillin[theTorahllis(a
murder.[] And(] the[] reaction( of[] the
murderer(] is[] onel] of(] deniall] and,
ultimately,[guilt.(Irspeak, [of(course,lof
Kayin's(slayingrofTHevel.r'Weldonot
readlof(Kayin's[grief,(hor dolweknow
atl] alllJ of (] the [ reaction] of (] Hevel's
parents,[JAdamJandJChava,JtoJhis
death.

InCthis[week's[ Torah[portion, for[the
firsttime, Jwellearnllin[Jdetail Lof _the
reactionfofrarsurvivinglrelativetolthe
death(Jof(Jalloved(one.lI[ispeak, Jof
course,of(Avrahamland(his[fesponse
toltheldeath(oflhiswife, Sarah.

MuchThaslTbeenwrittenTaboutTthe
psychologyrofithe emotionlof grief.lt
isCalcomplexemotionandlis[alvery
long,'sometimesflifelong,process.

ItCseemsl(thattherelarel at/ least/ two
componentstolhormallgrief.[ Therelis
anlJemotionallcomponent, [iconsisting
ofJ feelings 1 of [ great[1sadness(Jand
pervasivemelancholy.[Therelisalso
anlJintellectualJ component, ] as(] the
mournerseekstolmakelsomelsense
oflhisCor[herlosslandiofind[purpose
and[meaninglin(theldeath(oflthe loved
one,[ to thus[belable to[ movelbnlin
life.

SolJitlis[InotOsurprisingJthatTTwhen
Avrahamlllearnedlof(JSarah's[death,
and(lhelJapparentlyiwas[Inot[lin[Jthe
vicinityCofCwhereshedied, hecame
rushingtolmakerthearrangementsifor
heriburial.

WeTlreadthat"he[Tcameltoeulogize
Sarahlandltolcry[forCher".[ Notelthe
two componentsJ of J his[] response.
Crying,[expressingfeelingsioflloss
through(sobsland(tears, (BECHI,(was
onelJcomponent. ' TheJotherCcompoll
nentCwas[Imuch [ morelicerebralland
consistedof "alwell[thought/outland
carefully’¢composedreulogy.
Avraham(] honored(] Sarah(] with([] his
heart, "his[feelings, butlalsolwithhis
head, (with hisimindandlintellect.

Both[Jaspectsloflithis[dualresponse
arelnecessary.[1Overlithe[first,[1the
emotionall] aspect,[] well havel] little
control.(] Feelings [ burst[] forth(J even
wheniweryfolsuppressithem.

Butthesecondlaspect, thereasoned
andiverballyrexpressedreulogy,fisfone
overwhichlwelhavelgreat.control.'We
can(planfintentionally whatwewilllsay
andiwhatwelwon't[saylinfareulogy,a
HESPED.

Therellis[lalbeautiful eulogy(lin[Jthe
homiletichwritingsTof thelgreat118th
centurysage,RabbilEzekiel Landau,
authorJof JtheTauthoritativeThalachic
work,J Nodah( B'Yehuda.J InC] that
eulogy,RabbilLandauspeaksabout
his(wife,[Leeba, and(compares(her(to
thelmatriarch(Sarah.

Helnotes(thatlinour( text,[JAvraham
cries]"for0 her",[1the] pronoun"her"
beingTusedinsteadl" of1thel proper
name.[] However,[1 hell "eulogizes
Sarah".OJNoUOpronounChere, JbutCJher
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personal’hamel1lthehamel byl which
shelwaslknown[torhimlandtolallCof
herfacquaintances.

RabbilLandauinsiststhat J/Avraham
was!(] setting(] an[] example(] for(] all
eulogiestolTfollow, TforJallTtimeJand
eternity. JACeulogy ’mustbelspecific
and(] speak(] in[] detaill] about(] the
particularCandCuniquegualities Lof the
deceased.[] Onell should[] not(] just
eulogize(1"her",[1onell mustl] eulogize
"Sarah".[Thosellisteningtolthereulogy
mustrcomelawaywith[albetterrsense
offwho(theldeceased was, with'some
details[] about(] what[] madell the
deceasedispecial.

Tool] often(] at(] funerals,[1 wel] hear
clergymen(] makel] very[] impersonal
remarks(aboutldeath(Jand(]eternity,
andrtheyldomotleaveuswith[évenlan
impression[ of( the[biographical details
andCsignificanceof( thellife[ that[was
justilost.

Avrahamset[thetone forCalproper
eulogy.fHeleulogized'theSarahthat
hell knew.[] Not(l somel] abstract
description(] which(1 couldlT fit(] any
woman,1but(Janlexquisitely1detailed
portraitof(thel[real'Sarah, from[the
perspectiveloflone wholsharedhislife
withiher.

There isT] sol] much(] that™ careful
studentslCof(TorahChavellearnedfrom
thellivesloflAvrahamland(Sarah.One
lesson(thatl1rpersonallyrtherishlisthe
lessonllof IAvraham'sJeulogy!( for[ his
life's_.companion. [ Thelactualwords[of
thisCeulogyrarehotrecorded, butlthe
messagellis(Iclear.[]lt[TwaslInotlan
anonymous!("her"that[The[’mourned,
butTalreal,fleshTandblood, deeply
beloved!lifelong(spouse,Sarah.

RarshaBointsgtoRonder:
CHAYEISARA

1)WhyLdoes[Avraham [defer (o [G D [ds
GD[OFLTHEHEAVENSAnd[hot[the
Earth[@s[WellWhen [Helspeaks[th[Hliezer
(24:7)

2) (Why[does[the[Torah[émphasize[that
Rivka ] waited [ until(J SHECI FINISHED
GIVINGHIMTOMDRINK Before [dffering
thelchmels[drink 2k [Well[(24:19)?

3)(Why[does[the[Torah[dmphasize [that
Eliezer Cwas CISTANDINGCWITHLITHE
CAMELS[BY [MHEMVELLWhen Mavan[rhn
tolgheethim[(24:30)?

ParshaPoints€toPonder
is [pfepared [y
RabbiDovLipman
who [tdaches [af [Rdishit [Yarushalayim [add [Mhchon
Maayan [il[Bbit [SHemesh (add [isI tHe [adthor [of
"DISCOVER: [Ahswers Lfor (Tdenagers [{dnd [adults) [td
Questions [about [tHe (Jewish [FAith" Idheimfild
"TIMEOUT:[Sports[Storiesas
GamePlanfdrSpiritual Sliccess"
alracent[rdlease [y Mbvora [Pilblishing

ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [inl(tHis [isbue (Tdok [far
them, [hiit [odly [after [algdod [pdndering

Bilinguallesson(ll
Shoelacelis I¥2-V9¥
Butlyoulknew(hat.[Doloulknow
what(thelplastic[brlnetalfiplat[the
endbfTh$hoelacelisltalled nEnglishlbr
Hebrew 2In(Englishitis(talledan[AGLET.
(TAGIslsosed.) ., .
InMebrew, it's i IENTNTNSA]

JATIITNTIMMATIIN YK
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Sara/lmeinu

Guestarticle by Bonnie[Linder
inlinemory(bfiBashalLiba(bat[Chasha n"ylon(her(firstlyahrzeit, 23[Cheshvan

LTPPT DRY Tl TR ENT YR o

"...Everythingthat[Saralhas(saidfolyou, hearkenfolhervoice..."[{B'reishit(21:12)

At first[ glance,this[ versel soundsl like
nicefeminist(propaganda.1SeeHoney,
even[ Gld[ says that menlshouldllisten
toll their(] wives."[] It'sC] worth(] looking
deeper, ] examining[] thelJ story] more
carefully.

Rashilsays(that[Saralwas[superiorto
Avrahamlinprophecy.(Infanotherplace,
Rashilsays(that[Gd[is tellinglAvram(to
paylattentiontothepropheticLgqualitylin
his‘wife.[ ThelRambam(teachesus that
prophecylisonly[given[tolpeople with
exceptionalcharacter(traits. Let's[look
at[Sara's(life[story[andsee how[she
canlteachlusto/build(ourselves(up.

Firstiwe'llltake[alfew(steps[back(intime
toLthe(firsttwoman, Chava.[Adam[was
toldby[1Grd1that1heJwas punished
"Becauselthoulhast hearkened(tolthe
voiceloflthywife..."[(B'reishit[3:17)

Chava's_downfall_lcamellbecauselshe
abused(the(gift(of speech. Shelwas(off
doingCherCown(thinglandlshel[chatted
with(the(snake. Thatlled her(to(tell[her
husband(toldolthelonelthingthat'was
forbiddentothem.'To’make[Jallvery
complicated( ] issuel] short,[] they] got
chuckedlloutJof JGanUEden(lbecause
Chavalldidn't[ lwatch(lherimouth.[1She
wasn't(¢carefullaboutwhat(she(said.

Saral was(] very(] different.[1 Shel[l was
primarilyalspiritual(partneritolAvraham,
sharinghisTlife's[missionlin[theworld.
AlllJalong,lwellseelherllidealismand

selflessness.[When[Gldtold[Avram(to
leavehis[homellandjgo tollsomelyet
unknown(] place,] Sarail] (Sara)] didn't
hesitate[tol golalongwithChim.[lt says
thereJthatJtheyJtook Owith[Jthem[1"the
souls(that(theylmadelin[Haran".[Rashi
points.outthattheselwerelthelconverts
that] theyl] attracted,[! "Avram[! was
convertingithe[Jmen(Jand[JSaraiJwas
convertingthelwomen."

When(they had[togo[downto[Egypt
becauselof[lal famine, "Avramisaid[to
Sarai,[1"Now(] I know[thatlyou'rel]a
beautiful lwoman." TThe Midrashpoints
outthatC/Avram( had(neverlllooked[lat
Sarailinfalphysicaliwaybefore.[Onlylon
the way(down[to[ Egypt, (when[his[life
dependedron(it,[did[helopenlhis[eyes
andlhoticelthat his[belovedSaraifwas
alsolphysicallybeautiful. JAvram[Isaw
herimore(likelalsister(shewas(actually
his'niece,[Haran'sdaughter).

Saraill selflesslyll gave] Avram[] her
maidservantas[al second[wife Whenlit
appeared(thatishelwaslunableltolbear
children.[1(At[Jthat[time[lit(1said[Ithat,
"Avram(] hearkened(]tol[]thell voicel] of
Sarai.littwasn'tlherlidealbuthe
didJas(1helJsuggested).[] After
that,[Saraldid givebirthfolherlown(son,
Yitzchak.

[tOwasonlyCwhenSaralsaw( that[her
maidservant'sisonllwas[Jalldanger(Jto
Yitzchak[(physicalland/or(spiritual), that
shelopenediherimouthlandlinsisted’on

nextlbage
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allpositionJthatCJwasdifficult JforClher
husband(tolaccept.[Gld[steppedlinland
admonished[Avraham,'Everything(that
SaraltellsCyou, hearken[toher voice"
(dolas[IshelIsays).[1Shellhas[proved
herselfiworthisteningto.

Itlsayslinthe[Talmud(that/thelrighteous
women, Owith(JSarafirstClamongthem,
weren'tCincludedlin[the(edictsagainst
Chava.[G[dpunished[Chava'shusband
for( listening[J to(J her.[J Avraham [ was
commanded(tollistentoSara, his[wife.
Because[Saralwas(so(careful[abouther
speechlandlactions, she[wasl givenla
levelJ of ] prophecy.[] GLd [ helped her
wordsmakelaldifference. Tolthe[same
degreelthat[Chava's(words came(¢lose
toldestroying'theworld.[Sara's[words
hadl] an(] important(] impact(] onl[] our
nation'slhistory.

BonnielLinder(is'a Rabbinic Pleader and dlicensed
Mediator.[Shelalso guides(fours around the arealof
Hebron. Shelcanbereachedlat(02)1996(3240

After the Torah reading, find the

filling in the BINAYAHU sandwich

The big roof celebrates the wheel holiday with a pair of fish

g It is curious that often, when we forget our
anqer, we forget our motive for being angry.

From{('A[Candle(byDay"by[RabbiBhragaSilverstein

AlCandlelby(Day@(The[Antidote#The[WorldDfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailableat[D54[209[P200

Hiddenlinithe/Sand

Here's[alGimatriya[Match[that[ihsists[that
weshy [sbmething[about[i[{TBxactly (What,
weWill I¢ave[ub [tblybu. [(Well, [We Wil l[shy
something[aboutl[if.)

Theldpening[Pasuklih[this[Week's[dedra,
B'reishit[2B: | [shys...

Do Ti oNn Tl m o
O T oA by M

This[phsuk[siims[up[the [ife [df[Shra[lineinu
and[there[dre[Yarious[D'RASHOT [that
explain[the[specificMordingldflthe [phsuk.

HerelsLAnother[pasuk [ with[the[$ame
Gimatriya.[] Actually,[J there[J are[] two
identical [p'sukim CthatCinatchCit. [Vayikra
19:30(ahd 2k:2.

RYR TIYIN
V83NN TR

Keep[My[Shabbatot[Jand[revere [ 1My
Mikdash [@re [dot[jlist [Ahy [dvo[dommands.
They[dointltb[the[doncepts[df[Sanctity [df
Time[(Shabbat) [And[the[Sanctity[df[Blace
(Mikdash).[And With[that, [the [pasuk Glist
about[ tovers[kverything. [T his[dswhat
Jewish Life[d is[] all[J about.[] Sanctity.
K'DOSHIMTIH YU, Behbly!

On[d[REMEZ [ével,[this[Gimatriya[Match
adds[do[dhe[DRASHLbn[the[pasuk[dnd
says:[Sara[Imeinuldpitomizes[thedtriving
and[dhallenge[do[danctify CdurTives.[3he,
with[Her[Husband,[Bvraham [Avinu, [sbught
to[Zanctify[(dhe [hundane[And [purify (dhe
profaneid all[the[pkopletheymet.

As[ve [depeatedly[day, [fhese[GMs[don't
provelahything, (Butlthey[al-e[nice.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

In[1927,[the President[df[Gzechoslovakia,
Dr.[Masaryk, [alftiend [dflthe Jéws[ahd fbr
whom/[alstreetlihJérusalem[Was[damed,
visited[What[Was[then[Ralestine.[Among
those[present[ht[ one[meeting[ were
members[[bf[the[OId[Yishuv[vho[had
come[drom[Lzechoslovakia.[After [ that
meeting,[Dr.[Masaryk [chet[drivately [With
R’ osef[Chaim[Sonnenfeld, (the[Head [df
the[@IdMishuv.

Atlthat[heeting,[R’[Yosef[Chaim Lspoke
with[Horeboding[hbout[the [Cgrowth[bf
technology[AndLikts[dinrestrained hise Lih
furtheringlthe[@mbitions[dflgovernments
and[politicalIéaders[(this[even [Beforelthe
Nazis[bhd[attained [pbower).

Basing[hisCordsCon[the[$tory[in[the
Torah[dflthe[Tower[df[Bavel,[R’Yosef
Chaim [pbinted[dutthatbeforelthe[tbwer
was[Huilt[the[deoplelshid,[ICome, [Tét[ds
make[Bricks” [{B'reishit[] 1:3).[(Why[Ldid
they[heed[fo[Make[bricks,[vhen[they
could[thore[dasily [(Have [Huilt[their[tbwer
from[tocks? [ The[Answer[ds[that[they
wanted[tb [blreak [alvay [ffom [Hashem, [ahd
to[provideltheir[dwn[Building[haterials,
rather [than [uking[those [provided (bl (Him.
That[J was[] what[] eventually[led ] to
“challenging” Hashem Mith[their tbwer.

“ltCsthisCkameddea,” Chaid (R’ Y osef
Chaim,[that[Man[(hhs[uhlimited [power [td
doWhatever[Be[Wants,[dhat[Has[Tkd[do
the[drastic[decline [ih Cnorals[following
the[MWVorld[MVar[(World[War[Dne),[ahd
tolthelattemptsltbdominateltheMorld.”

| Yishmael'ssharpestson |

AndGld

We'veldone[this

before;blut[idbkars

repeating.
G[d'sinhme[M&therthe[ALEFDALET]
NUNNUD [nhme[drthe MUD [HEIMAV[]
HEI lnhme[wWhich[id[pFonouncedlekactly
as[iflifiwere [spelled[ALEFDALET...[hhve
thelshmelrlile [(When [prefixed By [aIMAV.
Example, B'reishit[24: | [INow[Avraham
wasldld, [Welllah [id [ykars,[AND
HASHEMIbhd[Blessed[Avraham[With
everything.[(The[ALEF[(Actual [dr[virtual)
of[this[nhme [df[HaShem[id[vbweled [With
a[@HATAF[BATACH. Mhe[MAV[then,
does[nbtlgkt[itls [kual [SH'VA[dr[change
into[a[SHURUK [(@s [ifldoes [Before
certain[dtters), idlgkts AIPATACH VA,
and [the[ALEF'slvbwelldrops[dutlcbm[]
pletely, Idaving[idltbtally [sllent [[Ta5 [iflid
were[nbt[there. MADOMNAILbr[NOI,
butllét's[nbtlgktlidto[thatnow).Not
V'ADO..NADO.

In[phsuk Bldflthe [shme Perek, e fihd
BADO...Shmelrllefrthe [BET bt
notfornbw. What[i[dfdr nbw[idlthe
nextlphrase[id DK:3.

ELOKEIHASHAMAYIM[hd[ELOKEI
HA[ARETZ.Mhelvbwelluhderthe[ALEF
of [ELOKEIGS[aICHATAFSEGOL.[The
conjunctive[MAV [that[id[pkefixed [tb[the
wordl[gkts[alTZEIREI[ahd[the[ALEFIdses
its[vbwel [completely. MEIIOKEI. [Niot
V'ELO...[As[iflthe [ALEFiS[nbt[there.

Thelfctlthatlthe MUDHEIMAVIHEI
name[fdllows[the[shmelrlilesiddicates
that[iflmust[nbt[be[plonounced(ak
written, (But[akWe[rbad [ Tist like
ALEFIDALETINNUNMUD.[And, [df
course,[Siddurim[ahd[@humashim[that

1

use MUD MUD [Ihbthing[changes.
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CHIZUK #ODUubD

(for[Olim/& (motlyet[Olim)

Thel[Challengeof Aliya:
BeforelandAfter

The[BaalHaturim[points[butthat(the[TorahGwrites
alsmall0"chof"OinlitsOdescriptiondof0 Avraham's
cryinglfor(Sarahlhftertherlpassing. Helbays[it(was
writtenlthisway(tolthow(thatlAvraham[bnlyltried
"alittlelbit."[ThisOwouldbeemottolbelwhatve
wouldlexpectfrom[alhusbandBvhoselwifelvasthot
only0 his lifelong partner( in0 marriagel but[ his
lifelongl partnerllind spreading(] thell word0 of G
throughout(theBvorld.

Moreover,[ thell Torah[ describesd Avraham( as
arriving(] "tol] eulogizel Sarall and0 cryll for( her".
Usuallyl onel criesD immediatelyll after] the
occurrencelbffhltragedybutbflkrief(and[bnlyater
offersthleulogy.Ot0wouldkeem[that[IA vraham[Hid
notlery[for[Saraluntillafterthethadfirst(eulogized
her.[Why(s(thelorderlteversed?

ThelKehillasY aakovlanswers(theltjuestion.[Rashi
comments(that(the[death[bf[Saralisjuxtaposedto
thelAkeidalinlorder(tolshow(kthat[ISaralldiedlasa
resultlbfthearing(thattherthusbandlwas[Eoing(tolkill
her(kon.[She[was(toldloflwhatlwashappening by
thelSatan(wholsucceededlin[kausinghertoldielof
grief.[Butlhis(koalBvasthotlbnlyltolhffect[Bara, but
Avraham[hsOwell. Thelmidrashim[tecount(that(the
Satan[TunsuccessfullyOtried0toll prevent] Avraham
from[carryinglut0GH'slcommand[tolsacrificelhis
son.UButCthelSatan(never(givesOupleasily.lfThe
cannot[] succeedl inll preventing( all person from
performingAliitzva, (itlthe[veryleast, heOwilllater
tryltolmakelthat(person(tegretthisthaving[donelso.

AlthoughUhel failedl atll convincing Avraham{to
foregolthe[Akeida,the[Satanthoped(thattby[Sara's
death(being(inkedtolthatCevent,[A vrahamOwould
regretThavingUgonelthroughlwithlit.0ByOmaking
Avraham[Teel(guiltyfor(Sara's(Heath,(hehoped(to

stiruplhfeeling[ofTiegretlonlthelpartlbfTAvraham
for0havinglobeyedGIH'sOcommandUtolsacrifice
Yitzchak.O Ifl Avrahaml would] havel grieved
excessivelylat{thellossDof[Sara,(peoplelmaylhave
wronglylinterpretedUhisOsorrow.01t0would[Thave
appearedtolothersOthatlindeedThelregrettedThis
involvement[inthelsacriTficeDofChisCson. OThat[is
whylhelbnlyltried['allittlelbit".Thislalsolexplains
whyOheldelayedOhisOcryingluntilDafterDheDfirst
eulogizedUher.JHe[lwantedtolImakellitTabsolutely
clear(thatlhelwaslnot[krying[tearsbilregretlabout
having[followed(G[H'sOinstructions[regardinglithe
Akeida.

InltheleveningliefillalofMMaariv, this(sthelintent
ofJourlwords[lin[theOprayerJHashkiveinul["And
removelthe[Satanfrom(eforelstndlafterfis."We
prayltolGldhat(HelbtopstheBatanOvhetherthelis
tryingltolstopliisFromfulfillinglafnitzvalbeforelve
haveldonelitDor(ryingltolcauselusliolregretlover
havinglperformedQt, (hfterBvethavelilonefit.

AlllofOus0O0lim{Ohavelsuccessfullyovercomelthe
Satan'sfhttemptstolpreventlhsdromlmaking[Aliya
and[fulfilling(thelmitzvalbflYishuv[Eretz[Yisrael.
However,[hsOvelmentioned®arlier, the[Satan(hever
givesOupl easilyl andif0 hel] cannotl succeedl in
preventinglsomeonelfromImakingllAliya,Jat(lleast
helwilllaterltry(tolmakelthat(personliegretlhaving
donel$o.[Thelthallengelbflimaking[Aliyalishot[just
in0movingl toll Israelll butl tol makel one's0 Aliya
permanent.

Unfortunately, therelhreltoolinanylexamplesOvhere
the[Satanthasltonvincedlim, (venlhfter(beinglin
Israelbeverallyears, that(itlslpreferableltolkivelip
the[AliyaldreamAnd[teturnto[Chutz[La'aretz.[May
thelnerit(bf(Avraham[Aveinulktandbylburlkidelto
helpusCinfour{constant(struggle[tolovercomelthe
Satan'sOtemptationsOto0turnJourUbacksUonDEretz

Yisrael.
Chaim[Liberman,Michmas
TORAH'THOUGHTS as contributed by Aloh Naaleh
members [forlpublicationlin the OrthodoxUnion's "Torah
Insights',lalweekly Torah publication'onParshat HaShavu’a
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Spiritual[ahd[EkhicalIdsues(id [the [Bamidbar[Stories
1[prayyou,cursethis(people[forme"
(Bamidbar[2R:6){3} by Dr.[Meir[Mamari

EverlsincelCreation,[Gldlhasfevealed
Himselffinvariousways[to[Mankind’so
thatClprophecy(andspiritualJelevation
couldflowthroughimanicreatedilikeHis
Image."Thelnations of the(worldWwould
havehad(justification_for_idolatry(‘and
immorality[bysayingto[Gld, "welWwould
havelkeptYourTorahasldoes(lsrael,
butClYouseparated(Yourself_from[us',
so[Gldrgavelthem kings[andprophets
just(] asl] Hel] gavellthem(] to(] Israel"
(Bamidbar Rabba20)..Thelgreatest_of
their] prophets(] was(] Bil'am.[J "There
neverLdidariselinlsraelalprophetllike
Moshe'(D'varim(34:10).(InIsraelnot,
butCamongstthehations of[ theworld
thereThas[Jarisenone.'Who?[Bil'am"
(Sifrei).

Why(thenlwasBil'am(thellast ofltheir
prophets,[! whereas(] afterl] Moshe
prophecyltontinuedrinllsraelforigener]
ations?1Welcanl]seel]definite Idifferr]
ences, both[conceptuallandbehavioral,
between(] thel] kings(] and(l prophets
granted byl GldJtoJtheInationsJand
thosethatl'HellsenttolIsrael.[I'These
differences(preventedthe[hations from
bringingto(fruitionthepromiselandithe
potentialof the[spiritual[greatnessand
religiosityrevelationigranted to[them,
whilellsraellbecamethe[embodiment of
Gld's(revealed[Wordsland Lawslin(this
world.

"Seelhowl(thel[prophetsoflisrael differ
from[thoselof(1thel1nations:[1All(1the
prophets(] of(] Israell] cautioned(] Israel
againstsinninglandJurged1them[to
repentJand[assured(Ithem(loflatone
ment; this[lgentile prophet, Thowever,

soughtloutland(foundlalmeansithrough
which1 al] nation[] could[] bel] led[] to
immoralityland(sin.[All(theprophets(of
Israel] werel] filled] with(] lovell and
kindness(isolJtheyllsought‘mercylland
merit[for(the(nation;this(gentile[prophet
was(filledwith[hatredandlcrueltysorhe
soughtl] tol] destroy( ] al] whole[] nation
withoutlteasonlorifault.[Evenlwhenrhe
uttersiwordsloflblessinglheldoes$olin
spiteof_himself, against[ hiswill"’and
struggleslikeJalfishthatlis[Jhooked;
Gld[hadltoltwisthis(mouthland(piercelit
likefalman(drivesiarnailintofalboard"
(Bamidbar’Rabba(20:16).

Repeatedly,[1 the[] prophets(] of(] Israel
sought(torefuselthelrole(givenltolthem,
pleadingJimperfections Jand Junworthil]
ness.[Moshellis[the[ImostThumble[of
men,[] hel] argues(] that(] that[] hel] is
unsuitablebecauselhellis[Theavyl]of
speech,and[pleadswith[Gld[to[send
somebodylelselwholis[more[qualified
and(J suitable(] (Sh'mot[]2).(] Yirmiyahu
(Chapter 1) asks how[hel[possibly.can
belsentlaslaprophetiwhenlhelisimerely
youngllandlldoes(Inotlknow[how([to
speak.Yeshayahul[saysLof[himself that
helJhasJuncircumcisedlipsJand[that
shouldCmake [ himCunacceptableJasa
prophet.CJAllCour_prophets( consistently
and(]constantly[lmakellit[Jknown[Jand
obviousthatthesourcelof(theirfwords
andprophecieslJis[IG[d[Himself; [ ithey
merelyrepeatandibringHis[Messages.

However,IBil'am,Jthe JProphetliof the
Gentiles[0 is] totallyl different..] He
confidently(] and(] arrogantly(] accepts
Balak's[descriptionofChim[as[thelone
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wholhasthe[power[to[blesslorl curse,
to,aslitiwere, force[(Heaven(tolendorse
his™1 wish.[1 Bil'am[J introduces’] his
prophecieswith[proclamations[of(This
personall] greatness(] and(] spiritual
importance;Las,"'theLmaniwhoseleyes
havel[lbeenllopened, Jwho(lhas(Ifallen
down(] yetl] hasl] uncoveredl] eyes"
(Bamidbar24:34)."Inlsraelaltarsfand
sacrificeslarelanlinvitationforinankind
toldraw(closelto[G'd. Bil'am, however,
uses[ themas(al vehicle[ for[ debasing
theDivineWillltolhisLown(evil (purpose”
(Ramban).™WhenBalakbuilttheseven
altars(thatBil'am[askedfor,[G[d asked
Bil'am,I'whatUisJthis[thatJyouJhave
done?'IlhavelpreparedthemforYou',
was(thelreply.[Thislis like[almerchant
who(Jfalsifies[JhisCJweights(JandJwhen
found(guiltyby(the officials of the[Beit
Din,[says[tolthem,Ilhavelalreadylsent
algifttolyou'.[ Gldsaid to[Bil'am,Jevil
one,[WhatlarelyoulthinkingLof doing[to
MyTPeople?' Tl Thavepreparedseven
altars(lin[1Your[JHonor',[lwas(/Bil'am's
reply"(Midrash[(HaGadol).

"Gld[raised Shlomo[as[thelking[over
theJwholelworld and(] he T built[] the
Temple,lwrote[Ibooks[Jof lwisdom, [ of
faith[Jand[JofCllovelbetweenIGdJand
Israel.[ Gld[ raised up Nevuchadnetzar
asl[king[of[ thegentiles; "he destroyed
His[TemplelandHis[City, [utteredwords
of JcursesJand[hatred, Jand[sought[to
rise[uplaboveltheheightsiofithe ¢louds;
helsaid, 'L will_bellike[ the Most[ High
Himself'[(Yeshayahu(14:14).LGld[gave
David(great[ lwealth[that[ Ihe lused(to
buildJtheIBet[1HaMikdash;IHe[Igave
wealthtorHamanl[wholwantedto buy
therewith[the( ] slaughter(lof(1allwhole
nation"(TanchumalYashan).

There[OmustObeallsetJof basicTand

| The gamut of letters, 3 above, one in, two below |

fundamentall thoughts(J and(] concepts
thatClwouldexplainthesedifferences
between(thelIkings(JandJprophets[]of
Israelland thoselthat Gld[providedlin(a
similariwayand(foralsimilarpurpose to
thenationsof the “world.Thiswould
help[] explain( whyl] the[] kings[! and
prophetslof(thelnations(did not[realize
thelspiritualCand(thelfeligiouspotential
andlopportunity(given(to(them.

"Thellpeopleof(]Padanl] Aram[]were
idolaters justlas(the people of(Canaan
were, [ yet/Avraham[sent[ Eliezer[ there
toll find[J all wifel] for(] Yitschak, ] while
forbiddingtheldaughters[of(Canaan(as
brides.[ Thislisl becauselidolatrylislan
intellectual Jland U mentalCisin, JonelJthat
canlJbelcorrected by leducationland
reason,[ ] whereas(] chesed, (] rachamim
and[midot[tovot[havel[to[belinculcated
and(bredlintolone's[ being.lIn[IPadan
Aram,Cin[the familyLof CAvrahamthese
meritsJwere[ldevelopedlandllinherited
from(] onel] generation(] tol] thel] next,
whereas[the[ Canaanites had[holsuch
tradition] and(] nol] such(! inheritance"
(ShemMiShmuel).

ItCwas! this differencelinmerits[ rather
thanCinCintellectTandCwisdom "between
Avraham (] and(] Bil'am, ] that[] madelit
impossiblel for(]the[Igentile[J world1to
realizeitsspiritual “potential "and[qifts.
"Thosel] whol[lhavellallgood(]eye,[]1a
humblemodestispirittandalmeeksoul
arelamongst(thetalmidim[of Avraham
Avinu.[Thosewholhave[an(evilleye,[an
arrogantspirittandCalgreedy(soulare
from(theldisciples ofithewicked Bil'am"
(Avot5:22).

Czarist Russian Parliament
or an Irish cemetery
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THEWUERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFUJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson(#[498

CONSENTOF WOMAN
REQUIRED

Alwoman[ cannot[_be[betrothed [without
her¢consent. Iflalmanivere[to[betrothla
womanagainsther[will,[it(isnot[a[valid
betrothal. [However, [ifa man Was(coerced
into [betrothing[alwoman[thebetrothallis
valid.[Therelis(alsolan(opinion(that[in[the
latter[situation[the[betrothal[ishot[valid.
Therefore, therelis@doubtful Betrothal.

Alwoman/[said(to[alman[betroth[ineland
he[threw[Jan[Jobject[JintoTher[lap[Jand
declared[*fyouldre betrothed into (the” [and
shel immediately threw[ the[ object! from
her(lap(andsaid/shelwas joking[when(she
said[fohim [betroth[me, it[is[nevertheless
alvalid[betrothal.['As[ stated[ in[ Shulhan
Aruchlwelcannot tely(on(thethoughtsthat
alperson(mayhavelinmind (but(tather(on
their(dctions/and(declarations.

Alman!/took[the hand[ofl a[woman[Wwith
forcelandplacedlan(object intoherhand
and(said(shewas betrothed(tb him(and[she
did mot[throw [away[the[object[when[thrust
into her(hand, [the betrothal is valid.[This
presupposes!/that[whenlhetook[herhand
and [ thrust[the[bbject there[into it they
were[discussingbecomingBetrothed.

Almanlowed alwoman[ioney[ and[ she
said[tohimgive[mel[the moneydnd [(wWhen
helstarted tol give her(the[money helsaid
youlare betrothed[to melwith[this[money
and[she(threw [the money(out(ofherhand,
therelis Mo [valid (betrothal.

Iflalman(betrothed[a[Woman[in[front[of
only[one[witness, [ the[betrothal [lis[not
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valid.[ThisCholds trueevenif[ both[the
man[and(womanlstated[that helgavelher
the money [for [betrothal.[The betrothal s
not(valid[ifThe[betrothedherlin front[of
onel[witness[andthereafterbetrothed [her
in[front[oflalsecond [ Wwitness, therelisno
valid[Betrothal.

Thellis[Jan[Jopinion[ithat[they[may[ be
betrothed [Jif(The[lbetrothed Ther[Jin[Ithe
presencelofloneWitness[and [both the an
and[wife[Istate[that[The[ldid[Jand[Ishe
accepted.[ This[is[al kituation[ wherel we
follow [ the[most[Istringent[ view![ lin[ the
matter. [ Butlifleither[the man[ or[woman
contradicts(thelone[witness, ‘the [betrothal
isl) not[J valid.[J If[] there[] arel] serious
consequences!(fothe[woman, [wetake[the
lenient[view that(shelis Mot betrothed.

Thelsingle[witness[is[not[given[¢redence
evenliflhelstates[that/ the[betrothalltook
placellin[ front[‘ofl himselflJand[‘another
witness,[and[the [other(witness(says heldid
not(see(the betrothal [fake place.Thelsame
holds[Itruellevenl]ifl ] there[ ] werel]two
witnesses, (butone [of(the [Witnesses[was(a
relativeloflone dflthe(parties. [Theresultlis
the[ samel as[ifl he[ betrothed herlin[the
presenceloflonlylone [Wwitness.

ThelIman(Jand[Iwoman/ must[/seel Ithe
witnessesand [the (witnesses must[seelthe
manand[woman. [If the[ian[andwoman
saw/[ onel of! the witnesses[ and[ not[ the
secondlone(therelismo valid[betrothal; for
example[Jthey[lwere[Joutside[ Ithe[Jroom
where the [betrothal [was [taking[place and
theyl could[ seel in[ butl the[ man[ and/or
woman[ could hot[seel out. If[al woman
agreed[tolaccept(betrothal [from[the man
butishe Wwasmot[aware that/there Were[two
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witnesses watching(them,lit[is[not(alvalid
betrothal. Shel claims[that[ shelWwasl[only
joking[Wwith[the[man[hen[shel$aid[she
wouldlaccept[thebetrothal[$incelsheldid
notknow [there [Were(witnesses who [could
see(thetransaction.[However|if'she denies
that[‘she[ acceptedany[object[ from[the
manland[the Witnesses[say[theylsawher
accept!thel object[ shelis[betrothedl since
shel is[ disputing[ twol witnesses as/tol a
fact.

IfThebetrothed herlin(thepresenceofltwo
witnesses, [ shel is[ betrothed [ although[no
onel | said[] tol] thel] two[] witnesses[ | be
witnesses [in[ this[matter. [Even[ifl there
were [ Wwitnesses who [werel designated [ to
bel thel witnesses! tol thel betrothal, [ lany
other[men[whol[were[present(and/saw(the
betrothal [lcan[Tbe[thelwitnesses to[ithe
betrothal.[] ItT] is[] necessary[] that[] the
witnesses/seelthelgiving[oflthe[object into
thehand[dflthe Woman(orlinto her([domain
suchlas[her[yard[hearlher(house. Butlif
theyldidnotl[seelthelactual[giving[oflthe
object(fromhim to(her, [evenlifithey heard
the[man(saylyoularelbetrothed[with[this
objectland[theylthereafter seelthelobject
inCherhand, GtHsChotCalCvalid Cbetrothal.
Assume/that[shelis[standing[on[onelside
oflalfenceland helis on[thelother(sidelof
thelfenceand(there is alholelin[the(fence
largeleénough [tolstick[ahand throughland
alhand(was[thrust/through(the holeldnd e
says/helgavelthe objectlinto[the handland
said[youlare[betrothed intomeland[she
says[sheldid[notlhear him[say the Wwords
oflbetrothal [$helis[believedland[therelis
no(valid[betrothal. Shelcouldhave(said it
wasmnot herhand. [However, [if[witnesses
testified[Jin[JBeit[/Din[Jthat[Jthey[Iwere
presentlandlshelheardand(saw[what(was
occurring, [shelisbetrothed.

In(thel event[ ofl herl stating[ shel[vas[hot

betrothed Candthereare Cwitnesses[who
contradicther, [Some[of(theSituations[are
as[follows:

Iflthe (Witnesses[outside[0f BeitDin [stated
that(they[saw[thelentire[transaction[that
sheWwas[betrothed, they[¢anlrecant!their
words[whentheycomel(to BeitDin.

Orlelseltheylstated outside of Beit[ Din
that[there[lwas[Ino[betrothal [they[Ican
recant(their[words [in BeitDin.

Thelwitnesses[ to[ the[ betrothal [are not
subjectedto[vigorous[ tross[ éxamination
as[they[Wwould[belinl[alcivil[trial;[inless
the[Beit[Din[suspects[that(there is[false
testimony(being[given.

Assume! al document! was[ produced ! that
thisman (betrothed (that[(Wwomanandthere
arel] witnesses'[] signatures(] on[] the
document.[] Unless[J the] documentl] is
authenticated Jin[JBeit[ Din[Jit[Jhas[Ino
validity.

Iflthe[Ivitnesses to[ the[ betrothal [are[hot
eligible(fo(testifylaccording(to[Torahlaw,
the documentlis[invalid. [ But[if(theylare
ineligible[ to[ bel witnesses according|[ to
Rabbinic[ lawor[ifl thy are[ ofl doubtful
Torah[ineligible,[ ] the[lbetrothal[is[]of
doubtfulmatureland(shelrequires(a Get to
belfreelto marry.

Or(thel¢ouplel¢an[now [ get married(with
proper[witnesses. Evenliflshelsays(there
was no betrothal, (wel¢ompel [the husband
tol givel herlal Get.[ Thel situation[is[the
same ihall[0flthe dircumstances ifltherelis
aldoubtlas(to(the(legality oflthe betrothal
hel¢an(betrothlher(alsecond fimelor(give
her(dGet.

Rabbil Moshe! sserles has[ lal paragraph
regarding[witnesses[tolthe[betrothal [who
lived[lin[] countries[ | where[] they[] were
compelled[tolopenly(tejecttheir[practice
oflJudaism. How[should[such[witnesses
beldccepted [inmatrimonial atters?

tobelcontinued
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;W iDDILEeS)

Prizes(for[best[Solution[sets[ (whenlawarded)lare
furmshed[ﬁy[NoamBroduchons@nd/or[Blg[Deal

Lastlissue’sl{Vayeira)T Triddles:

[1] Howmany filapia in fhe Sedra?

Tilapialisalspiny(finned[ freshwater[fish...hative
chiefly[ tol Africaland[the[ Middle[ East...[laterally
compressed[bodies(like[those [of Sunfish, [are fast
growing...economically [importantas[foodfishes...
mild(tastingflesh,[but(the[skin has(a[bitter(flavor...
In(Hebrew TTAMNON. [FoundLin(the[Kinneret.[Many
Chumashiml[dive the [number(of(p'sukim(in(alsedra
(printed(in[small [letters[right after[the énd[of the
sedra) [and[give[A[SIMAN, [a[Word [whose [gimatriya
equalsthe numberl[of [ p'sukim.[Vayeiralhas[ 147
p'sukim@nd(thelgiven SIMAN[is[AMNON, [ALEF (1)
+[MEM({40) [+ INUNL(50) [+ [VAV[(6) [+ NUNL(50)
=[147.

[2] Seewhat She gave birth o

At[the[end[of[ Vayeira,[ the  Torah[ tells us[that
Avraham's[brother [(Nachor) (had(a(pilegeshland she
bore"him[four[sons.Herhame is[R'UMALwhich
breaks|up[to[SEE[+ WHAT.

[3] s, Edith, Brina, Sally

Intivo [Variant midrashim, the (iamelof [Lot's (Wife [is
givenLas[IDITCor[IRIT. [{Speculation: Lnote[ that [ the
DALETCand(the[REISH are[similarlinthe way they
look;“onetouldbe Cher name [and[the [other,the
equivalentloflalfypo.Orinot.)[Sheldould[alsohave
thenickname [BRINA, [as[in[brine (salty [ water),[or
maybe [ SALLY, [ since SAL means [ salt"in[‘al few
languages, [Portuguese [and Spanish, [to(name [two.

[4] Bargaining(Starts[at(14[morefhan[the
wholeiborld

Lamedvavniklis(the[Yiddish(termforlone[df[the 36
humble [righteous[ onesLor[ Tzadikim[ mentioned in

He, his father,land his prophet Tall pals

Endangered,€tc.

It's[shdlehoughltbldarn
aboutlahimals[thatlale

extinctftom [prehistoricltimes. Mheir
extinction[id[(Blamed [dn[chtaclysmiclelents
suchlak[cbmets(striking[Ehrth, Ide[Ages,
etc.Whetherybulatceptltheltheories[df
extinction[dr[attribute fdssil [fihds [tb [the
Mabul, [the [ple Mabulltimes, [the "Hays" [of
Creation, [dr[plreviousWorldsthatWere
created(ahd[destroyed [l [nbt[the[pbint.
ThoselektinctionsWere [nbt[durfult; e
could[do[nbthinglabout[them.

Notlsb, [the[sbrry[state[df affairs[cf [the
animallahd[plantkingdoms/id [alur [awn
time. [Notlsb [the [dng ikt [oflMammals[ahd
otherlahimalslahd[plants(thathhve
becomelektinct(id [the [dstfdwhundred
years.[The(black[rhino, Steller’s[SkalQow,
alghzelle hkrelahd [aldwarflhippolthere,
Aurochs[(large[Wildchttle)...[td [nhme [ust
alféw.

Manyl[speciesltbday(alelchtegorized|ab
near[threatened, vlilnerable,[ehdangered,
criticallylehdangered, [ektinct[id [the [Wild
(meaning[sbme[specimens|still [eksist[id
captivity [IZbo, [ekc.), Ghd [EXTINCT.Most
oflthese[ahimals[ahd[plant[species(that
facelektinctionlalr[alelektinct, b [thatlway
because[dfluk.[Human [Bkings. Mholdbn't
treat[nhture [the Way[Welatelslipposed[td.

Ifwelaleltbnharvel at[the hriety [Df[G [d's
creations, [ak[skveral [plsukimid Manch
teach [uk, [ahd [mhany [sburces[cbnfirm, [then
welshould[bk[sénsitivetb [the[térrible
mistreatment[dfnhture[thatmhany [ofldur
colinhabitants[dflthe [planet(ate [glilty [of,
belupset[by[if [ahd[pkrhapslelen[DO
SOMETHING[ABOUTIT.

Humanity, through[Adam [HaRishon, Was
given[mhany[plivileges[dverNature, [but
many[rksponsibilities, [tbo.[Anlektinct
species[[SBALMASHCHIT [idthe [ektreme
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kabbalah[or[Jewish[_mysticism. [ According to[ this
teaching, [atlanylgiven(time therelarelat least[36
holy(lews|in(the World who [are (Tzadikim. These holy
peopleldre(hidden;lile., nobodyknows wholthey are.
According[ to[ some[ versions[ of[ the story,[ they
themselves[nayhotknow wholtheylare.[For[the
sake [of [ these[ 36 hiddenlrighteous people,God
preserves the world [even ifithe[restof iumanityhas
degenerated(to[ the[ llevel “lof[ total[ lbarbarism...
Avraham's[attempt[to[ "convince"[G[d[ to[spare
S'domlandlits[Sister[dities[began [with (50 fzadikim,
14Imorethanwould(preserveltheWhole World. This
was [just(a[TTriddle, but/some [Sources [donsider ‘the
dialogue between Avraham(and|(Gld(tobe(the[drigin
of thelconceptof(the 36 tzadikim.

[5] fiirst successfulmodern fypewriterand @h

angelicmeal

Thatltitle[ goes[to [UNDERWOOD. [ The[angels [were
served [ their meal [ by[ Avraham[ TACHATHA[EITZ,
under(theltree,[With EITZ[meaning[both tree and
wood.

[6] Onited Road Mbwing @nd who in Vayeira?

According(tolanlinternet(search,[URTI(is the(largest
towing[dompany(in(the USA, (making (it the (KING[OF
TOW.[Avimelechwas[MELECH [G'RAR, which would[be
alrough[Hebrew franslation (of the same.

[7] Bour(@re fhemothers@ndfhreelare the
fathers...OSara, ORivka, CAvraham, CRachel,
Yitzchak, Yaakov, eah. Whatkind df[drder i3
that?!And Fhis? [Avraham, Yaakov, Yitzchak,
Leah, Bivka, Rachel, Sara.

The irst(list (of(the [(P/M/atriarchs(is [in[order[of the
gimatriyaloftheirnames, [with[SARAat (505 [down fo

LEAH[at[36.[The[secondLlist[is alphabetical [order
(Hebrew(names), ffom [Avraham(toSara.

[8] George Bernard'skbn, eonard Edward
George[ Bernard [Shaw'sson[(made [ up[for[this

Weldolit(4 times, [three of(whichlon
the[word(that(thereby hasia/double
meaninglexceptwhenidonetolcamels

TTriddle), Leonard [Edward, would(Be(L.E.[Shaw, just
like the [prophet(in(thehaftaralof[Vayeira, ELISHA
(especially(inthe [Ashkenazic [pronunciation).

[9] Biblical io modern: he'shis@wngrandpa

"I'm[ My Own[Grandpa"LisLalhovelty[ songLwritten
(we've[mentioned(inTTriddles [before) "by Dwight
Latham[andMoe[Jaffe, [performed[by[Lonzo[and
Oscarlin[1947,‘about["al man(ho, [ through[‘an
unlikelyJ(butClegal) Clcombination Jof [Jmarriages,
becomes stepfather [to his[own [stepmother [[Tthat i,
tacitly[dropping[the "step " modifiers, (he becomes
his(own [grandfather. (It's[@nentertainingsongWwhich
can(belused(when(learning[Masechet[Yevamot. [Its
uselhere [refers tolthe word [NINILas[ihmy[NIN",
which(inBiblical(Hebrew(means(son[and(in[modern
Hebrew[means(great(grandson, making[alNINhis
own[grandpa.

ParshaPixEkplanations

[Y"H,[B"N,[we [ Wwill Crestore[the [ explanations[tola
sedra's[ParshaPix[in[thesameTT. Many[people
haveexpressed[dismay[concerning[their[absence
these last(severallweeks.

Hereis[al quick[ rundown[ for[ Wayeira's[ PP[and
elsewhere, [you[should find this week's.

Thermometer[with (kipa,[glasses, and[stethoscope,
wishing[ $omeone[Who s [Sick[a[REFU'ALSH'LEIMA.
Thislis[anelof the lessons we learn from (G[d [4[UGOT
that[Sarah[LUSHIed Tthey(lookllike [matza because
thelangels' [isit wasonPesach.[And Lot tmade
matzot(for[his visitorstoo[¢ [One[of thethree (BEN
BAKARIthat[Avraham(ran(ib, in [order(to preparelthe
most[sumptuousdishfor[the[Visitors, [ tonguelin
mustard [ saucel » [ Braille [writing, [for[ the[angels'
blinding[ the["people[bf [5'dom.[ The[-messagelis
something[Jthe [Iblinded[1S'domites Imight[ have
graffitied(on[Lot'sdoor [{whenl(they finallyfound!it).
It[says:[GUESTILOVERL$ [The [skull is [the[symbol[of
acid(rain,[Jallgood[ description[]of[that[Jwhich
destroyed[S'dom...[’* [(Wine[that[ihtoxicated Lot
Thel alarm[clock[for[ Avraham[getting[ upLearly...
(Avimelech[1too) [J « [1The[Jbabylin[Jthe[Icradle
represents the birth(6fYitzchakl« (Metal[shield[used
bylmany mohalimin their(set(up forMila[¢ [(Father
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and(sonlwalk hand(in[Hand, VAYEILCHU[SH'NEIHEM
YACHDAV[4 [Davka Akeida graphicland @/Shofar/that
is[¢onnected!(tolthelstorylof(the[Akeidal [Dorothy
and(Co.[(UTZ, Hebrew[version[of(0Z)...[ 4 [the chef
(TEVACH, [ TABACH)...[ the[ bottle [ of " liquor[(BUZ,
BOOZE)...[the sealdow[(TACHASH)[dre[for(some[of
Yitzchak's[cousins,  mentioned Cat[the[end Lof[ the
sedral4 [Donkey!ismentioned!inboth(the(Sedraland
thehaftaral * [Olive oillis[from[thehaftara[* [And
therelis[alcolumn({or(pillar) lof(salt[ITNaCl[6neon
toploffanother, for[Mrs.[Lot[® [Binocularsare[for
VAYASHKIFU» [ Terem[logo[lyingLonLits side[ for
TEREMLYISKAVU...» [ Mortar[and[ pestle [was[ for
PILLIDASH[ but["don't[worryabout(it;[it[ wasn'ta
goodIane.

~ParshaPix

& 4000%ilverCpiecesthatCAvraham
handed[dverHo[EFRON{pencil =
IPARON, (Reteronym[Gf[EFRON)

& \/'LIVKOTAHOisOwrittenCOwithCa
smallKAFOMMinderdhePencil (M2
smallOkaf,Oa.k.a.Oal0demitasse
spoon

& GdOblessedJAvrahamBAKOL.
ThereOisOanOopinionOthatOthis
blessinglihcluded@[precious[dem
thatd hadd miraculous] curative
powers.[That's[itdnderfhelB'H

& There'sCalspeechBubbleCvithCh
chainO inO it,0 standingd for
VAYOMAR, [@nd[Be[{Eliezer)Said,
whichOisOreadOwithOalOSHALO
SHELET{chain)

& BARUCHIHASHEMOwaskaid[by
Eliezer[{Othersn[ChumashQivho
said[(B"HChre[No'achCandLYitro.
Lavan[got[klose,[Cby[usingCthe
phrase[B'RUCHHASHEM.$oldid
AvimelechOtoYitzchak.[ONotice
the[dommon[factorlh@hoselWwho
saidB"H).

& Dakva'sCkcene[bf[Rivkalht[the
well[{orasOt[@[8Spring?)

< OnelofOthegoldOringsCIEliezer
gavelfb[Rivka

& ThelOXedDoutCturkeyOplatterCis
Eliezer's[defusaldo[@éatbefore[he
hadldompletedbusiness."

& Good [thing, oo, [becausellavan
had(poisoned[the[Tood[{poison
symbol)

& CHUPAMorYitzchak'sharriage
todRivkaO (alsoddAvraham's[to
KeturalO OOunlessdaldPILEGESH
doesn't[Bavelda[CHUPA)

& GiftforRivkal@ndherBamily,@s
wellChs[thelgiftsCAvrahamgave
tokhelkhildren[of(the'PILAGO
SHIM"

& The[Word[TEREMCappearsCeight
timesOinCtheTorah, dtwiceOin
ChayeilBara.[That's[thedogolof
Terem[abouthalflway[down[the
rightCkideCof[(khe[ParshaPix[(it
wasOinOlastOweek'sOParshaPix
too)

& NEVIOTOWaterlis(for(the3oundd
aliked of the firstd bornO of
Yishma'el

& ThereChrekwolHotsFormingh
SH'VAOMhisOk[d8ound@likeHor
allgrandsonOofdAvraham'sClvia
Ketura

& ThelanimalsCareCmentionedDin
theMaftaradllln[hhodern[Hebrew,
alM'RICsChbuffaloldbison?Cbr
maybeld waterd buffalo). Likely
thathelhaftaralik[deferringfo@
differentCimemberCbf(thelbovine
family.

& Thel[questionharkedOchairOis
fromheBAaftaradwhoWill[Sit[dn
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David's[fhronel@fterRis[death

& ThelhrrowOds[FromCHAVILAto
SHOR haftara.

& The[ObadgeOisCJAgent[199's[Jof & Unexplaineds

Control.[Bhe[Wwas[A[BEOCHENET,
alerm[describing[Avishag[lih(ihe

Word of the Month ¢ Review of variable months

This[ckview [d[NIOT [aboutlthe[dne[drtivo[Adar[idsue, [NOR[3[idabout[Which [day [af
the[Week [Rosh[BlaShanal[dan[drldannot[Begin. (5 [About[the [third Mariable [ih [the
Jewish[Qalendar, [theldngths[df[Gheshvanahd Kislev.

AllJéwish [mhonths[hhve 20 [dr 30 [dhys. [Nlever féwer [than 2B [nor [more[than 30. Id [dur
fixed[dalendar, [Mishrei, [Sh'vat, [the[first[df{dvo [Adars[(when[there[are[dvo), Missan,
Sivan,2hd[Av[ALWAYS[Have B0[days. Tevet, [the [Adar ilhmediately[precedingNlissan,
lyar, Mammuz, lahd [Elul[ALWAYS[hhve DB [dhys.

Cheshvan[dAnd[KislevMarylih [Iength.[Cheshvan's[degular Ldount[i$[29 [days; [Kislev[i
regularly3D.

It[is[sbmetimes[decessary[tbadd[dne[day[tb [alyear[({his[is [alrksult[df(the [IO[ADU
ROSH/Irlilethatrksults [id [RH[Being[pushed [tb [alday ([Ater [than [id[hould[Be"). [MVhen
this[hhppens, [the [ektralday [i[d[30[Aheshvan.[Suchlykars alelchlled[SHALEIM[(¢omplete
or[fill). Mhis [d[the [mostlcbmmon [dfthe [three [ty pes [of lykars, [dccurring[45% [ [ykars.

[t[3[sbmetimes[decessary[(for[the[shmelrkason)tb [thke[dnelday [away [ftom [allylear.
That[day[[d(30 Kislev. [Alykar[With [dnly (20 [days [id [Kislev[id[chlled[THASEIR [{(Heficient
orldefective).[@ccurs25 2% [df [ykars.

YearsWithDP[dhys[id[Qheshvanahd 30[id [Kislev[ate[chlled [K'SEDER [(in [drder).[20.5%
Never[Will CCheshvan[have[30[and[Kislev[ 29 [In[the[3ame[Year.[The [ K'SEDER

arragement(makes[thatuhnecessary.

When[CQheshvan [Bas[29 [days, [Rosh [@hodesh [Kislev[id[dne[day.[MWhen[id[Has 30 [days,
R"Ch[Kislev[id[tvo[days.[MWhen[Kislev[Has[29 [days,[Rosh[Chodesh[Tevet[id[dne[day.
When [iflhhs 3D [dhys, [R"Ch Mevet[idtwo [dhys.

notlattuallybkfore[Avraham, iflidicbnsidered(at iflidlwere.

ThelGemaral(Brachot[IB.) [téaches[uk[thatlalpkrson bkforehomidlthe bbdy
of[dneldflthelskvenldoselrdelatives fbr[Whom[dnelmourns[lies, [is [dxempt
from[all[dther [mitzvot[id [the [Torah. [ELirthermore, [elen[iflthe[deceased[idnbt
before[Him, [iflthe[person[id[rksponsible[fbr[the[Burial, [it[id [considered[ak [if
the[MEIT [(Head [Hody) [id [(Before [Him. [This [(Halacha[id [dot[rkstricted [tb [the [7
relatives, (butlrhther[tb[Whomever[idlinvolved[id (Burying[the[dead. [All [df[the
abovelid[lihked[tb[the Mording[id [the [phsuk[(B'reishit[2B:4) LIV'EKB'RAMEITI
MIL'FANAL. Sb [that[nhay [blury Ciny [dead" [that[id[Before [mhe. [Even [though, [at
thatlmoment, hen[Avraham[Was[dkaling [With [B'NEIGQHEIT, [Shra's [bbdy was
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THE LIFE OF SARAH

ChayeillSaralJ1Ithe[]Life[lof(1Sarah[][]
seems(tolberalfunnyttitle forralportion
inCwhich[welareltold[that[ Sarah(dies.
ButthelverselJis[tryingitoliteachus
things(abouthow shellivedlherlifelso
welcanlapplylittolourlownllives.

Thelverselsayslthat/thellife of Sarah
was[110000years, Jand[1200years]and
seven(] years.[] Thel] word([] years(] is
repeatedeachitime.Welarelallfamiliar
with[the[Rashilthat[at(1M00years[she
wasl(llike[Jal[1200lyearlJold[lwhol[Inever
sinnedlandrat20(years shelwas(likela
7 year(old(for[ herbeauty. Therel[are
positive[Jaspects[tololdJagesuchlJas
wisdomland(life[experience.[Therelare
positivelaspects[tolyouthlasiwell,[such
asllexcitement,Ustrength, JandCenergy.
Thell Torah(] teaches(] us(] here,[ that
throughouther(life,[1 Sarah1had[lthe
positivequalities(of(thelagedlas(welllas
oflyouth.

ThelTorah(tells us that(Sarahldied[but
it[doesn'ttell.ushow? W hatwould.CNN
havel writtenJaboutlherdeath.[1 The
Midrashffills(inthese(details.

RashilIsaysthat[sheldied['when(she
received(ithe[lnews[that_her[husband
Avraham,hadlalmost[slaughtered her
onlyison,Yitzchak,on[Mt.[Moriah. Iflwe
think Cofrthis[simplyfwelmightCassume
thatshe,as[Yitzchak's_mother,'hadla
heartOattack OfromOthe Oshock Dof(Jthis
news. IHow(Iclosellshelhadlbeen(ito
losingthe[son(that shelhadwaited for
for(sollong.

ButJR'T/ChayimJShmuelevitch[hasa
deeperiunderstanding.[Helsays[thatiwe
know(that[Sarahhad[alstrong(faithlin
Hashem[ [Isol hews[ suchlaslthelnear
death[of herCsonwouldn't_changelher
beliefs(in(G[d's[goodness. Sarahlknew
that(lifelon(this earthlis[almission(given
byHashem.[Yitzchak's[missionwas[to
listen[to[ Hashem[and( that[lis‘exactly
whathel1did.JYitzchakThadreached
suchlarhighevellofi¢onsciousnessithat
hewas[ready(toisacrificeJhis[lifelin
service[of(IGd.[When[Sarah(Trealized
that(lYitzchak[lhad(reached[ this llevel
shelknewher(job, ashisC mother, on
earthlwas(/done.[/Thereliwas[Inothing
morelshelcouldteachlherison,[solshe
hadfullfilledTherrlife'sCmissionandCher
soullleftther(bodylandishe(died.

WerallThavemanylmissionslin(thislife.
Maywe belsuccessfullinfaccomplishing
them.

Onelof almother's missionsris to
carelforithelhealthloflher(children.Here
isLalrecipelfor GogelMogel,alpopular
Eastern [European(egg/based dessert
recipel] that[] when(] served(] hotl is
consideredTallhomeremedy(for[isore
throats.[] Research(] donel] in[] Israel
suggests(thatlitimay(reallylassistlin(the
treatment(] of(] sorel] throats[] with(] an
antibioticreffect.ltlcanwiden(theblood
vesselsllin[JtheJthroat,Jallowing[_more
blood(1and(]antigenstol flow[Itol[Ithe
inflamed(area, (hasteninglrecovery.
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GOGEL/MOGEL

2legglyolks
2[3tsplhoney,sugar,molasses(or
maplel[syrup

milk

Raisins,[chocolate, cream, nuts,
(optional)

BeatJyolks Jand O milk D withCJwhisk Cor
beater(till_.creamy. Add[ sweetenerland
stirlthoroughly.[EatlimmediatelyLorLchill
and(servellater.[As[alremedylalsingle
raw(egg is(addedtolalcuplofiwarmmilk
and[mixedwith[altablespoonlofihoney.
Thisimustbelservediwarmlorhot.[For(a
low( cholesterol remedy( leavel outl the

egg.

She'd[dad [offlthe [third [f[hkr [tdam Ment
down [id [okder[id [the first 2lidnings

BarshajRointsgtoRonder

Suggested[answers

I [(Dait[Zekainim [MiBaalei[(HaTosfot
answers[that[dince[Avraham[$peaks
hereldflthe[timelWhen[He[lived[ih [His
hometown [When [G [ Was[idnknown
on[Barth,[Heldnly [deferences[Him[ds
G[D[bf[thel[tealmvhere[He[vas
known, nhmely id the hkavens.

2)[(ThelS'fornoliinderstandsthat[the
Torah[skeks[tb[tkach[thatldnelshould
notlspeak[While[id [chiddle[dflehting[dr
drinking.[That[i Why [she [Waited [(fbr
him[td [fihish bkforelehgaginglid fdrther

conversation.

3) @ he[Ohr[HaChayimLéxplains[that
the[TorahCvants[Chis[foCknow[fhat
Eliezer Was[nbt[pulled by [all[the Emily
wealth[Which [Rivkaldescribed[ahd[did
notlfbllow[Her[tb[ekperiencelthat.[He
waited[datiently By [the [Wvell Writh [the
animals[idstead.
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TTreader Feedback

We've beencalling(thel currentmonth|éither' Marcheshvanor Cheshvan, depending upon how much room
welhad.” Al couplelof times welwrotel MarCheshvan, prompting TTreader’ feedback! from YMHwho
challenged breaking thename into Marland Cheshvan, with orwithout alspace. Thenwelreceived|an émail
| from Rabbi Dr. ArilZivotofsky wholattached an'article he wrote for thelOU's Jewish| Action about 9 years
ago. Here'san'abridgedversion df that article.

Misconception: Thel completel and[ correct hame( for[ the imonth[ following[ Tishreil is
Cheshvan,Cand[itlisCalquainttradition[to[call[ittMar[ Cheshvanbecauselit[is[bitter
(Hebrew: [thar)[due [toits lack [0fTholidays.

Fact:[Thel correct[ hamel for[this[falllmonth(is[thel one[word[ Marcheshvan[ (actually,
M’rach(sh’vanlis prbably (more [duthentic, (butWwe'll[suffice (with Marcheshvan)...

Thelcurrently [used[Jewishnames|[for[thethonths Were[imported (from[Bavel[dand (many [6f]
thehames[occurlin[Tanach. [Marcheshvan(is[probably derived fromlits[locationlin[the
calendar.[Marcheshvan(is[from[the[two[wordsTm’rach”[and [fshvan”,[¢orresponding[to
the Hebrew [fyerech/shmini”, (the[8th/month...

In(the Mishnaland [Gemara, [the honthlis [dlways[called Marchesh[[van...

Thereldctually(are sources [thatBreak [the name [into Mar(dnd (Cheshvan, (but(they(seem[fo
be(based on(thelmisconceptionlor[simply(drashoton(the[Wayone(could break the name
down.

ThePrilChadash(suggests that/the mame[Mar[Cheshvan/[is (based [on the fact/that[it[is[the
beginning [ oflthe rainy[season. The[Targuml(translated (mar(as tipa, aldrop, in(the verse
“Henlgoyim(k’marmidli[T1Behold, [the mationsarelas aldrop[of [waterfrom] albucket”
(Yeshayahul40:15).As[such, 'the mame[means(the[“rainyCheshvan,” [and[far [from[mar
meaning Bitter, [it[donnotes [d honth[6fblessed Hain.

Concerning(the[names Weluise[for [the (imonths, [as[inentioned earlier, [some [are [ found in
Tanach; [others [dremot.

Nissan, [Sivan,[Tevet,[and [ Adar(are[foundin[Megilat[Esther[(somelélsewhere, too). Elul
is[found[in[ Nechemia,[ Kislev[ in[ Zecharia and[ Nechemia, Sh'vat[in[ Zecharia.[ Tyar,
Tammuz, Av, Tishrei, [and Marchesh(livan[are mot[found[inTanach.

Sidelpoint: TfMarcheshvan(ieans [the €ighth(thonth, So[does[October, WwhichWwas mamed

when[thelyearbegan[with[March,[the [$pring[month. With[the[$switch to beginning/the
year[with[January, [October!is technically misnamed, (being(the[10th(month.
Bottom[line: [1The[Jcorrect[ lname[Ifor[ithe Jmonth[Jbetween[ 1 TishreilJand [IKislev[lis
Marcheshvan.

Thank you YMH and[RAZ for['keeping[us honest".[Any [tfeferencelin[this[issue [of I TT
to[Cheshvan[was [Wwritten[beforethe[Jewish[ Actionlarticle was[receivedand[reviewed.

B"N, [it'won't(happen(again.
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