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Anléxpulsionbyl@dnyldother[Hame...

Let's[getheitle[dutof(BheWayirst. [(ThereWillBe@[donnection@o[Parshat
HaShavua, (but[hot[dtirst.[ThereWas@n[articlelnXheerusalem[Posthe
otherlday@boutl@[Supremel@ourtldecisionfhatlJovernment@pprovedIVd@nd
radiolStationsCéannotl@cceptlévenpaid@dshatlteferdodheléxplusiondrom
Gush[Katif, lising(@heWordCéxpulsion.[Evacuation, [yes.Expulsion,[ho.[That
wouldel@political(Statement@hatik[mot[@pproved.JIPersonalldomment: [In
my[Copinion,XhetermCpoliticalCsCncorrect Nt DOsCanCexpressionCofCmoral
indignationforCwhat[the[overnemtn
didlfhatQummerfhatillDvelihlhfamy
infourlhearts. df(youldisagreelithdny
tonelorC3entiment, (Atdeast[femember
thatOtOs[mine@ndmhot[mhecessarilyfhe
OU'sdrfhedkrael@enter'sIRhil]

figpm We'velBeferred (odhe[WomenOh[Black
;17::: protesters[thatClwavewhite[Jon[black
:17pm postersfjustClalfewblocksifrom Cthe
ey ary CenterCthatldemandlanClend[tolkhe
BE-r g occupation.dWouldbelokayLiflIthey
Syl referredfoltheldccupationCofCpartsCof
BN EretzlYisraelCby[Arabs, CbutOtOsChot

VAN okayOifCdtheyOsuggestOthatCOweOare

POS3 X B[] U1y
sneqs

€andle Lighting
and Havdala times

Israel Standard Time

Shabbat(Toll'dot,[Nov.[21.
That'stthe[firstloplhfterBHays
followinglthelmolad, but(itls
thelbvelbflthebthlof  p.3
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:17pm Modi'in
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Wnnn [ﬂ' ﬂlle [M““T“ cont.from(p.2 AweeklyTT feature'fohelp clarify practicallandonceptual aspects

of thelJewishCalendar, thereby'enhancinglourlappreciation'af G'd's gifttolus'of HaChodesh HaZeh 'Lachem...

offhehonth.ItOkMotHheldaydffhemewhonth@hatldirectly [delates[@ofhefirst
opportunity[of[(Kiddush['vana; [tOs[kheRimel&lapsed@rom[henomentofhe
molad.[ThelnoladCéanbe[onRosh[Chodeshlor[@CdayorEwolbeforelit. Otteally
dependsCuponCivhetherCRosh[CHaShanalwas[fixedConthe[daybf(theCmoladCof
Tishrei, OrfikOvas[postponed@[daydrdwol@ccordingHoheMulesBorlixing[RH.
WhenherstldpObrKLIhlIs[dnfheldveldffhelthirddffhethonth,[domelpeoplelih
shullill@gruefhattikn't@imelbrELYet.[And@XHappenshatlpeopledill@grgue
for[KLIAnEheldveldffthe@dthdfthelthonth,Whenldnldccasion,fhat'sEboldarly.

Thishonth's[toladWashiddayl@dnTuesday[{firstlday[df(R"Ch).[Birst[dpdbr3[day
after[theinoladpeopleiouldhavebeenFridayhight, (butCivedon't[$3ay (KLLdn
Shabbathinlessitit[fhelastdp.Hence,[Motza'ei[Shabbat.

Lead Tidbit cont.from front’page

Before[ouLbpenthe[Chumash, det'sCinakethis[tleardtheFollowingis[for
thosewho[believe[What[Xhe[Torah$ays.[For[those[Who[believe[that[Gd
createddheheavens@nddheléarth.[That[GLdHook@hedewish[Peopleldutlof
IsraellCand[gavells[the[TorahCat[Binai.[That[(Gld[tommandedis[tolkeep
Shabbat@ndldbservelinanyldtherlmitzvot[@ndForbids[isoViolate[@Whole
listldf[dthermitzvot.

Ifyouldon'tbelievelnlhe3ampling GQustpresented, hem¥oulinightCdoubt
thefruthl@ffthedbllowing@sell.

But[iftheMorahGE[MORAHEMET [{alphrasefhatldccursidnlydncelih[Tanach, ih
thislweek's[Haftara), fhendét's[feviewfhedbllowing:

InMechl'cha, @fter[Avra(ha)m@rrivedhfhedandHolwhich[GLd[dommanded
himo[go,[GIdXellsChimThatthed andCwill Cbe[givenXoThis[{Avraham's)
descendants.[Algromiselfhati$[depeated@M@umberldffimes.

So[ar3o[dgood.Butlvait.[Yishmaellk[Avraham's[3on; hot[dnly [Yitzchak.[n
Vayeira, [G[d[hakesdnatters[dlearer. KI[V'YITZCHAKLYIKAREI'CHAZARAL
throughlYitzchak Wil Db ffspring (be[donsidered Yours. [Yes, dhere[k [Yishmael.
Yes, [fhere@refheldhildrendfKetura. But¥itzchakisMourldompletelReir.

Okay,We're[Still[dood.MNo, WaitMWhat@boutEisav. Blessings[dfllealth[@nd
positionCntheorld[MMwho[got[(Ehem?(Wholas[ineant[to[get(Ehem?INot
relevanto[theopicCof[fhelland.Yitzchak[gaveltheObrachaldfCAvraham
whichOk[definedh@helénd[@f[Toldotlds, Mthatyoulinay[possesshedandof
your3ojournsivhich[Gld[gavefo[Avraham."[This[blessing, Fhis[legacy, (This
giftfrom CGLdCof[Eretz[Yisrael, (Was[given[by[YitzchakWithThisCéyes[Wide
open",[fbMaakov.[Andldnly Ib[Yaakov.

This[giftOs0hPerpetuity. dkiEEbrever.WelmightdetKicked[dutiWhenwelfurn
away[from[Gd. Welmight[Beldcatteredfhroughout@bngéxile.[Buthisdand
is[durs.
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When[@nisguidedCgovernmentgivesCany[of[Eretz[YisraelCaway...CWhenla
misguidedgovernmentorcesOews[tolleaveXheirChomesIMthe[homes&nd
communitiesfheldovernmentlédncouragedfhemodivelih, fodseld[ermdther
thanCéxpulsionOsXopervertCthetruthHor[political CfreasonsCand ko[Futilely
attemptEbldain[domething[ihHeturn.

Thiss[@dneldfthethainthessagesldndléssons[dfldedrasldfllech@'chalfhrough
Toldot.Ok[s[E[Messonfhatlis[Bepeated fhroughoutfheTorah.

ItOsCaRruthQustdsInhebeginning[GLd Cereated..."Os. OtOsCas[truelas
Y'tzi'atmMitzrayim@ndMatanTorah.

Iflthe@ationsdfftheWorldldon'tBelievet[drldon'tivantbBelievelil, [drikant
toldhangelthings[@roundb[Quitfhemselves...fhat'stheir[problem.

(Well, kO urlproblem, [Butfhot[durBiggestlone. MNot[durlpriority[problem.
Thelbllowing[is.)

WE, fheJewish[people,DivingihOkraelldrldnywherel8lselihfheWorld, [Heed o
acceptl@ndhternalize@hefactdf[durldlaim@o@hedlanddfdsrael.[(Arabldlaim
tolbhisOhnd[kHalsehood.[Arabl@ttemptHoldelegitamizedurldlaim@ndhistory
herelis[hlsehood. Okis[dbscene.

Sad[that[do[thanyl[people@roundfhelorld[Swallowfhel[Arabldttemptsibake
awayldurldlaim@nddeplace@With[dneldftheirldwn.

Sadder[still @refhedewsWho@ren'tldonvinced dffheMruth @fEheTorah.

SomelSayfhatfhelpoliticalbeality [df(theWorld[Mequiresso[dofhis[drthat.
Alpoint(oldebate. (ButCeévenvith[Xhat[position, Rherelstilllmust[be@[&lear
recognition[andacceptancedf[GLd's[giftsMolis(hroughheAvot.[(Welinust
notBelihgrates(BeforelGLd.
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TOL'DOTYSTATS

6th Lol [tHe [54 [sddras; [61h [oI (12 [id(Blreishit
Written [of (172.7 (ihes [in[alSdfer [Tdrah, [rdnks 36
4[Phrshiyot; (2Topen, 2T clbsed

106 LpJsukim, [rdnks (29 th [(3th (i [Blreishit)
Tied [wlth (Vayigash [ahd [Bb, (huit [Horter [tHan [edch
in[wbrds [&TTekters lahd [lehgth

1432 [wbrds, [rdnks 3Ath [{10th [l [Blreishit)
5426 [Tekters, [rAnks 3Brd [(10th [ Blreishit)
Its [plsukim Cate [hélow [average dehgth

MITZVOT

none Lof [tHe [81 3 [mitzvot [ade [in[TdIdot

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>X:Y{Z)]@ndOIS>X:Y{Z)]Ohdicate
startOofClaOparshalOptuchalorCds'tuma
respectively.[X:Y[Is[Perek:Pasukdfhe
beginningToflCkXheparsha; [(Z)Dis[khe
numberldfig'sukimihhel@arsha.

Kohen(IEirst[Aliya
2| [plsukim [I125: 19[26:5

[P> 25:190@16)] Thislislthelhistory
ofllYitzchaklb.OAvraham;0Avraham
fatheredlYitzchak.

SDT: Rashilquotes|thelGemaralthat(tells
thatWhenYitzchakWas[born, [scofferssaid
that Avraham|dnd|Sara, Who were(childless
forlsollong, lhadlfound a babyland|¢laimed
itUasUtheirCown. [l Avraham Uinvited [ the
leaders!lof thel nations, [ their| wives and
infants, land|Saralmiraculously was able(fo
wetlnursellalllthel lbabies. |(The 1Gemara

pointsltoltheplural"banim"in(21:7.) [ Then
the | scoffers|] accepted! ) that!] Saral’l bore
Yitzchak,[) butl chidedl! Avraham![) that
Avimelechwas(the father|(sincelYitzchak's
birthifollowed|Sara'slabduction). 4 miracle
occurredlandlbabyYitzchak[Was[the Very
image! ofhis father \Avraham, untill the
scoffers \proclaimed, [ 1"Avraham ! |fathered
Yitzchak”.

SDTY: Earlier,[the Torah!  tells us bfl the
generations of Yishmaellb.[Avraham. [That
seems|tolbelinlbalanceWith(the beginning
of ! this[sedra, ' which[ speaks| of! Yitzchak,

except:L[1]the[ Torahlinakes alpoint that
Yishmaellis(the sonlof Hagar the(Egyptian,

thelinaidservant ofl Sara. In[ bther words,

Yishmael lwas!U INOT[ thel real 1To'l'dot ! of
Avraham;and![2]To'l'dot!(in(theYishmael
context)lisspelledwithout a VAV, [implying
thatUsomething[was Umissing. [1To'l'dotof
Yitzchakh. [ Avraham; (it as Avraham Ovho
fatheredYitzchak.[And(theWordTo'l'dot(is
spelledwithlits[VAV.[(alsoseeLead Tidbit)

YitzchaklisO400yearsOoldOwhenOhe
marriesl] Rivkal (30 yearsl afterl the
Akeida).0 Thel Torahll emphasizes
Rivka'sffamilylbackground.

Safe[tb [shy[that[thost[dflds[Ikarned (ffom
way[Back[that[Rivka[Was[threeears[dld
when[she[tharriedMitzchak.[This[dotion[id
partially Based [dn[the Morah's[tlling[us[df
thebirth [df[Rivkaldghtlafter[the [portion[df
the[Akeida. Mitzchak as[317 [at [the [time [df
the[Akeidaldnd[the[death [df[Sarallmeinu.
He[tharried[dt[40,[Bence[Rivka[Was[3[dt
theltime.

However, [Chizkunil(hn[darly[dommentary
of(Morah[ahd[df[Rashi) [algues[that[[f[Rivka
was[dnly 3] [there ould bk [aldiscrepany [id
thelchronology [dflthe[rkst[df(Her [Tife.[We
havelsburces[that[ihdicate[she[Was[133[ak
theltime[df(Rer [death. Working[Bhckwards
withDarious[dvents, (Wefind[that[she[Was
I4CwhenUsheOmarriedYitzchak.ClThe
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account[bf[ Nachor's[Family[TITincluding
Rivka,[does[dot[decessarily[thean[that[she
was[list[Born[@t[the[dme[df[the[Akeida.
The[Torah @ Glistlihtroducinglds[tb[Rivka
in[drder[tb[Bring[Herihto [the[dicture,[sb
tolspeak, lakMitzchakid[about[tb[thke [dver
the[] mantle[d of ] Partiarchhood[] from
Avraham[Avinu.

After0200yearsUoflichildlessnessl(10
untilll Rivkal wasl ofll childbearing
agel plusl anl additionalll 100 years
withoutl all child),0 Yitzchakl and
RivkalprayltodGOd.0GOdOhearsOtheir
(actuallyll his) prayerll andl Rivka
becomeslpregnant.0Shelislhavinglh
"roughltime"OandlgoesOtodShemb.
No'achdwholoutliveddAvraham,Dby
thell way)l whol tellsll herl GId's
message,thatlshelwillOgivelbirthlko
twinswholwilllgolinOveryOdifferent
wayslbndbecomelgreatthdversarial
nations.

SDT: Commentaries saylthat  Rivka was
unawarelthat[shelwas[carryingliwins, [She
thought(the turmoil withinlher existed|in a
singlelbaby IITHIS hadher very upset, she
was ] somewhat] calmed(] by thel] Divine
messagel of her [ carrying[twins.1Another
commentatorsuggests[\that|Rivkalknew
she'dlhaveltwinsbut(didnotseelthe benefit
of L bringinglal Yaakovlinto this[world|if it
meantl also havingl anl Eisav.! Part[ of the
reply(tolherlquestion"whyldo I heed this",
islthather(conclusionwasiwrong.

Takelallooklat[ Rashi. Two great nations(1)
thesel arel Antoninusand! Rabbil (Yehuda
HaNasi)... [ItCcanUbel lsuggested that the
Divinel messagel to| Rivka, [ was| that even
though!thereWwilllgreat(tensionland friction
between|theldescendants| bf theltwins She
wascarrying, [ YaakoviandEisav, [therewill
bel anexamplel of al Roman! (from[ Eisav)
and|aldewwho Willltruly getlalongland that

islthelhope!for the  futureWhen(thelhations
ofthelworldwill lalllvecognize Israel's [Fole
inlthelworld and(theirspecialtelationship
with(the One Gld [ Who Lwillthen beluniver!]
sallyrecognized.

EisavlhndlYaakovlhreborn,lYaakov
clutchingll thel heell ofl Eisav.0 The
boysl growll andl developl different
personalitieslMEisavlisdtheOhunter
andll outdoorsman;l Yaakov,O the
mild,0 studiousd "tentOdweller".
YitzchaklOloveslEisav;0Rivkalloves
Yaakov.

SDY: Therellarellmanydifferentlcom!]
mentaries|onltheselrelationships. Note that
Yitzchak's') lovell is] based ] onl] Eisav's
providingfoodfor him!(or[deceiving[him[T]
based onVariousdrashot). Rivka'sllovelis
unconditional. [ Pirkeil Avotsays[ that bnly
anlunconditionalllovewillléndure|forever.

YaakovlisOpreparingldallentillstew
forbhislfather.0(ThelGemaraltellOus
thatlthisOwasltheldayloflAvraham's
death;0YaakovlwasOpreparingdthe
traditionall mourner'sl meall for
Yitzchak.)

EisavlreturnslfromOthelfielddinOa
statel ofl exhaustion. Hell asks
YaakovlfordsomeloflltheOfood.OIn
exchangel forll thell food,0 Yaakov
acquiresl thel birthright,0 whichl is
insignificantl inl Eisav'sl eyes,l but
meaningfullfolyaakov.

[P> 26:1033)] AlfaminelhitsOthe
Landl (likeOthel onelin Avraham's
timel W thisO isO onel ofll thell many
similaritiesll betweenl thel livesl of
AvrahamlO andO Yitzchak)l and
Yitzchakll goesll toll Avimelechll in
Gerar.IGdhppearshollYitzchaklhnd
remindsthimhatthelmusthotdeave
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thell Land.0 GO alsol repeatsl his
promiseslofllthelLandOandloflthe
largelhationlthatOwillldescenddrom
him.

Lewi[I$econd[Aliya
7 [plsukim [126:6 12

YitzchakOdwellsOinOGerar. (ThisOs
oneldfffhelfhreelWordp’'sukimihhe
Torah.OThereOared130orOsoCsuch
p'sukim,@ndheyl@reldccasionally[d
focusldf(@ttention.)

YitzchaklhndRivkalposelhsbrother
andl sisterl (asl did Avraham[ and
Sara,ll andl for0 thel samel two
reasons).lAfterdalwhile,0Avimelech
discoversl thatl theyl arel actually
husbandhndlwifelhndltomplainslto
Yitzchakll aboutl thel deception.
Avimelechl orders[ hisl peoplel to
leavel Yitzchakl andl Rivkal alone.
Yitzchakl andl familyD flourishl in
Gerarlhnd[Gdblesseslthem.

SDTY: [nllastiweek's [ TTwelreferredifolthe
disputelas to[whether[ Saraland! Avraham
hadldaldaughter orinot. S fatl Emet(suggests
that somethingin| thisWweek's Sedra seems
tolsaythat theylhadlaldaughter. [ Yitzchak
and! ' Rivkal"pose"as[ brother and sister.
Avrahamwas\well known.Especiallyto(the
peoplelandlkinglof Gerar. [HeWouldlknow
iftAvrahamUhadla daughterorinot.[ Since
Avimelech|seems|tolaccepted | Yitzchak and
Rivkalas[ brother[Jandsister, Juntil(1he
discoveredotherwise, it seems Feasonable
tolsupport(thelopinion(that! Avraham!(and
Sara) Werelindeed blessed\with|d daughter.

TAKECOACLOOK...OThe[firstCfamine
thatOdroveOAvrahamOandOSaraldto
Egypt,OwhenOPar'oCdiscoversitheir
trueOrelationship,0hedsendsCthem

away.[Thel$econdtime,CWhenlthey
went[to[GerarCAndkaid[theyvere
brotherCandkister,Jandkhenkhey
were[T'found[Cbut”,CAvimelech[gives
themOmany[®hingsCandOnvites[ihem
totay.[QPar'oChadgiven[Avraham
greatCvealth, CbutOtCas[beforeChe
knew[About[theirCtealltelationship.)
Yitzchak@ndRivkaldlso[8ayhey[@dre
siblings, O0butCnoCone[takes[ORivka.
When[theyOareO'foundCout", Cithey
stick@round.

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
| 0[plsukim [[126: | 3[22

Yitzchakll thrivesl inl Gerar,0 which
createslljealousyllamonglthellocals
whollfilllinOtheOwellsOthatOYitzchak
hasldug.TherelisOsreatlsymbolism
inlkhelTorah'sthccountboflthelwells,
theirlhames,theirfailures,hndthen
theirlsuccesses.)dYitzchaklisOdriven
awaylfromOGerar.0AOnewlwellOthat
YitzchaklOdigs(Eisek)lisOtakenOover
bylthelbhepherdsbfliGerar,hslslyet
anotherlwellSitna).0Onlylthelthird
welll{Rehovot)OpermitsOYitzchaklto
livelinltelativelpeace.

(SomelSeelthis[d@s[d[Aiddendeference
to@hedst[and2nd[Beit(HaMikdash,
which[Fell, Candxhe[Brd CwhichCwill
standforever.MaylWelSeelit[S3oonh
ourlfime.)

SDTY: Brachot! 56: Rabbil Chaninalsaid,
helwholseeslalwelllinlaldream, helWilllsee
peace...[ Yitzchak's servants|duglandfound
allivelspring, [B'EIRIMAYIMICHAYIM. (This
islimmediatelyfollowed by the peace(freaty
between\Avimelechland[1Yitzchak.Rabbi
Natan!l¢ontinueslinthel samel Gemara. He
who  seeslal well inUhis dream has found
Torah,laslitisaysin[Mishlei:[HeWho[finds
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Me,[finds(life...[lanllequation[lis[ 1made
between( G d, [Torah, landLife.

R'Yehoshualb. Leviladds(that one  should
verbalize thelwords[ B'eirl Mayim[ Chayim
beforel1hellencounters!|thellwords | from
Yirmiyahu16: 70 1DK'HAKIRUBIYAUIMEIT)
MEHA...[VAslaWelllkeepsitswater fresh,
solshekeeps|freshiherWickedness, Niolence
and( destruction, ] griefl] and!] wounds..."
Verbalizinglal \dream's| linterpretation| lis
considered!] significant; | an unexpressed
dreamlisloftenlopentol dppositelineanings
and\whatlislexpressed|first gives|the dream
itslsubstanceland direction. Thislis theltip
of theliceberglofl Dream[Interpretationlas
presented|bylthe Torah!T'mima.Don'tread
tool'muchlinto the comment herel 11it s
meantlonlylasabrief. dcomment.

R'vi‘i [{Eburth[Aliya
7 [plsukim [[126:23[219

YitzchakOsetsOhimselflupOindBe'er
Sheva.ll GIMO appearsl tol him0 and
reiterates thell promises] for
prosperityll madell toll Avraham.
YitzchakbuildslhanmltarltoOGOdhnd
continuesl toll prosper.0 Avimelech,
realizingll that0 his ownl prosperity
wasll duell toll thell presencell of
Yitzchak,Ocomeslwithlaldelegation
tolYitzchaklinlorderltolenterlintolh
covenantBwviththim.

(NotCa[Fare[Céxperiencethroughthe
generations(Mews[@reléxpelledfrom
ald country,d whichOd subsequently
regretsCitsClactions[because[bfCkthe
decline[hey[@xperiencedWithoutfhe
Jews inO their™d midst.d And we,
somehow, [HeptlgoingBack.)

Chamishi [[Eth[Aliya
33 [plsukim [[I26:30[27:27

YitzchaklbndOAvimelechlpartakelof
allmeallandlexchangeloaths.OBe'er
ShevallisOreaftirmedlas"thelcitylof
thel Avot"l byl Yitzchak's[ actions.
Anotherllexampleloflthelsimilarity
betweenll Yitzchak'sll lifell and
Avraham's.

[S> 26:34002)] Eisavmarriesht40
yearsll ofll agell [ al (sub)conscious
attemptl toll emulatel hisO father.
Howeverll wickedl Eisavl is,0 hell is
genuinelylrespectfullandllovinglof
hisl father.0 On0 thel otherl hand,
Eisav'sl choicell ofllall wifel disgusts
bothllyitzchaklhndRivka.

[S> 27:10@55)] Yitzchaklislolddand
blindandOcallslEisavltoOoreparelfor
himbhbpeciallneallhndthenlteceive
albpeciallblessing.0While[Eisav[isln
thelfieldsHoinglhisfather's[bidding,
RivkalprepareslYaakovltolreceive
thelblessinglinsteadlofllEisav.0She
tellsOYaakovltolbringtherlkwolzoats
andlshelOwouldOprepareltheldishes
thatll Yitzchakl loved.0 Yaakov
hesitateslforlfearlthatOYitzchakOwill
teellhisbmoothkkinhndrealizelthat
Yaakovlhaslcomeltoldeceivelhim.
Rivkall dressesll Yaakovl inll Eisav's
garmentsfhndplaceslhlgoatkkinlbn
histhecklolivelthoughlfeel.[She
giveslYaakovlthelOfoodOtobringlto
hisfather.

ItCkeemsCbbvious[that[Yaakovvas
punishedCmeasureforCmeasureTor
hisd0 deceptiond ofd Yitzchak.[O The
Brothers[hot[Cbnly[CHeceived[¥aakov
concerningthefateCofCYosef, Cbut
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theyOusedCalgoatClandCaldgarment
(exactlylhewolltems[that[Yaakov
usedRoldeceivelhis(ather)Rolbring
about[theirCHeception.dIfCWvelAccept
thelddealthat[Yaakovwas[$upposed
tol[get@helbracha®hatYitzchakivas
going[olyive[tolEisav,that[OtCvas
GOd'swill,And[éven[G[d's[dommand
accordingxoOnkeles, (xo[Rivkalko
“setOtCup”,XhenCvhyCwas[Yaakov
punished[So[Severely?

An@nswerlthightBel[duggested[ih[fhe
form[dfl@ni@nalogy.[Whenldnefastb
take[drastic, ife[3aving@reatments
"serious"[Mnedication, (Hadiation, Cétc.,
whatOsOdoneCmightObelabsolutely
necessary,[utlfherel@reldftenharsh
side[@ffects.

Continuing[kheBnalogy,Cwasl[there
not[@safer" ivay or[Yaakovdo[get
thelB'racha?Apparentlyhot. Of(Hhere
isCad[nedication@hats[effectivel@dnd
without[kide[keffects, CwhyCwould Ca
persontake[the[medicine[thatChas
seriousCkideeffects?ForClwhatever
reason(s),dhelvayOtvents[how[ik
wasltheantbldo.

SDTY: WWhenllthell Torah tells usthat
Yaakov[ gavel his fatherwineltoldrink, [the
TROPnotelunder(theword LO!(tohim)lisla
MEIRCHAIICH'FULA!l(double \meircha).
ThisUrarellnote, lsuggests thel1Meshech
Chochma, Feminds s of the [properivaylto
drinkld cupofWinelllnot | gulping(it downlin
onelshot, Ubutrather! finishing it in[two
"installments".

Shishi[[[Bixch[Aliya
23[plsukim[11217:28[218:4

ThelblessingllinvokedlbylYitzchak
uponll Yaakov,[ forll bountifull proll
ducelandOrespectedUstatusdamong

nations,Ohaslbeenlborrowedbylus
tolbelkecitedlbnMotza'eilShabbat(]
V'YITENL'CHAMHAIELOKIM...

'May\G'd grantyou the dew of heavenland the

fat of the earth,[much'grain'and wine. Nations
will serveyou;|governments will bow'down to
you.'Youshall be like"a"lord lover your
brother; your mother's children will prostrate
themselves(toyou. Those who curse you are
cursed,land those who'bless|youdre blessed.’

Asll Yitzchakl finishesl blessing
Yaakov,O Eisavl returnsl froml the
hunt.ll Hell preparesl foodl forl his
fatherlhndlpresentsOtBvithhrequest
(demand)loflthedblessing.0Yitzchak
trembleswhenlhelrealizeslthatOthe
brachall wentll toll Yaakov.0l When
Yitzchakl explainsl toll Eisavll that
Yaakovlreceivedl (andl rightlyl so)
thelblessing,[Eisavibitterlyltriesbut
andlasksOhisOfatherOfor0alblessing
too.llYitzchaklgivesEisavthiblessing
(notlaslexaltedlasOYaakov's).0Eisav
decidestolkilldY aakovlforlthis,Othe
secondltimelhelhasOtakendsomel
thinglawaylfromOhim.0Rivkalhears
(how?Ru’achlHaKodesh,perhaps?)
ofll Eisav'sll plansll andll encourages
YaakovltolfleedtoRivka'sDhomel
townluntillEisav'sOwrathOsubsides.
RivkalsuggestsltolYitzchakOthathe
sendlYaakovlhwaylkolfindthlproper
wife.

Notelhat[Rivkaldid[MOTXell¥itzchak
thatOEisavOwanted CtoCIkillClYaakov.
PerhapsC$helfeltCthat[OtCwould Cpain
himEoohuch@bIearndf[Bisav'sErue
character.[Perhaps, ClYitzchak Cwould
haveOrefusedto[believedthat[his
EisavOwouldOcontemplateCsucha
thing.d Instead, 0 Rivkall expresses
anotherCtoncern{legitimate)asCher
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reasonorOivanting[Yitzchak (o [$end
Yaakov[@way.

Yitzchak[kallslforllyaakovlbhndgives
him[ anotherl blessingll andl sends
himOoffltod0PadandAram0Otolfindda
wifelfromORivka'sOfamily.0Helgives
Yaakov['thelblessinglofAvraham",
thuslprovidinglforfthellcontinuitylof
thedChainthatlbecomesTheJewish
People.

Sh'VIIIISeventh[Aliya
5[plsukim [[I2B:5

Yitzchakkendsly aakovbffltolPadan
Araml toll Lavanl b.0 B'tu'el,d the
brotherbflRivkalwholsheldnother
ofllYaakovlhndEisav.{UnusuallD.)
Eisavikeeslthattheirfatherthaslkent
YaakovltolfindOalOwife,dbecauselhe
doesl notl wantl him0 toll takeld a
CanaaniteBwvife.Oyaakovlzoeslbnlhis
wayl andl Eisavl takesl asl another
wife,l thell daughterl ofll Yishmael,
Machalatlb.llyishmael...

TalmudOYerushalmiOexclaimsthat
thisOs[(Bos'mat,CandCasksCivhy[Cher
namelWas[d¢hanged.[Thelastonishing
answerlds[Xhat@lIEisav's[sins[vere
forgivend whend he took[d ald wife
intendedopleaselthis[parents.[The
Talmud[deneralizes@nd[gdivesfhisds
thelSourcefhatfhelSins[Gf[a[CHATAN
(andKALLA)@relforgivenQWhendhey

marry.Btrangel$ourceFor[ALSignifC]

icant[doncept.

Thelfinald30p’sukimOarelrereadlfor
theMaftir.

Haf¢arallll [plsukim
Mallakhilll | (27

Therellislspeculationlastowhether
Mal'achill isll thell namell ofll an
individual,lorfladescriptionlofl"My
messenger".[BomelaylthatMal'achi
waslEzra.Mal'achilistknownlaslthe
lastibflthelprophets.mMal'achilbrings
GOd'sOmessageltodthelpeoplelthat
Hel lovesll Yaakovl (andl his
descendants),l andl hatesl Eisav,
evenlthoughllYaakovlhndlEisavlare
brothers.0Thus,thelHaftarallechoes
thell rivalryl andl relationship
betweenltheltwolbrothersOthatlis
thelbubstancelbflthelkedralTo'l'dot.
Thelhaftaralrefersttolthelrespectla
sonll hasll forQ hisO father.O0 In0 this
regard,[Eisav@vaslexemplary.

Mal'achillcriticizesOtheOkohanimOof
theltimelorthotbeinglcarefullinlthe
offeringlofllkorbanot.0Wellcanllsee
thisll asll all preparationd forl the
buildingl ofllthelnewl Beitd HaMik[
dashl in0 thel hopesO thatO it0 will
functionll properlyll andl bel al true
honorltollGd.

Yaakov & Eisav; Some say Peretz & Zerach | | Please have a seat near the b'eir
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DIVREIMENACHEM

Inl] Parshatl(] Toldot[] our(] forefather
Yitzchak[is confrontediwith[a[famine
andhe(plans, like hisfather Avraham,
tolgoldown[toplentiful [Egypt. Indeed,
hellarrives(lat['the[lborder(lin[]Gerar
when[Hashemlcommands him,"Do
not goldown!tol Egypt/[Isettlelinl the
Land(thatIwilltell[you."

Therelislanlinterestingl contrast with
Avraham.[] For[] Avraham[] was[] told:
"Lechl] lecha...[] el[] Ha'aretz[] asher
ar'ecka"[1'GoltoltheLand which(I(will
show[lyou.'[In[Avraham's[Icase, this
was(] the]first[] of( ] his[] many/[ trials.
Inductively,[] Avraham/| recognized
Hashem's mastery[ of( the world[ but
now!(] hel] was[] tol[] follow[] several
seemingly(] incomprehensible[] com![]
mands/ofhisMaker.

Initially, [ [Yitzchak[ follows[logicl itoo.
Yet helis[told,'Sh'chon[Baaretz"[1Ito
remainl in[ Eretz[ Yisrael, [ despite[ the
famine.Perhapslitlisunfitting(for one
wholhas(thel[mark[of(a holylsacrifice
etchedllinto his(soullto[leave[Eretz
Yisraell] (cf.[] Rashi).[] But[] therel is,
perhaps,moreltolthislinjunction/than
meetsltheleye.

Forl[]Yitzchak[ 'has[/to[|continuelland
enrichl thellegacy ofl /Avraham. The
term["'Sh'chon'" evokes(thelcreationlof
neighborhoods, the [ establishment/ of
alcommunity, well(bywell, [dunam/by
dunam.[ Followingour[rabbisit[also
implies(thatby(thus/building(the Land
Yitzchak['will [bring[/down[the[holy
Shechina.[IWhat[lal/beautifull]legacy
indeed!

Parsine [Peints G0 Pencer
TOL'DOT

I)Why[does[theTorah[shy[that[Mitzchak
took[Rlivka MO [HIMI[AS[AMVIFE[(25:20)?

2) Why[does[the[Torah[prefacelthelstory
of[Avimelechdoking[dutlthe Window[ahd
seeingYitzchak[ahd [Rivka[akt[ak[Husband
and DWvife With [the [Seemingly [ihsignificant
wordsLAND OTOWASCWHENLCMANY
DAYS[PASSED [THERE6:8)?

3)(WhyLdoes[Yitzchak[thame[dhe[place
which[Was[dIready[dalled[BE'ER[(SHAVA
(26:23)[the samelekactlnhme[(26:33)?

ParshaPoints o Ponder
is[ptepared
Rabbil%gv[l:lui{z)man
who [tdaches [af [Rishit (Y8rushalayim [add [(Mhchon
Maayan [il[Beit [SHemesh (add [isT tHe [adthor [of
"DISCOVER: [Ahswers [for (Tdenagers ndlﬂults[glf
Questions [about [tHe [Jewish [FAith" Idheimfild
"TIMEOUT:[Sports[Storieslas
GamePlanfdrBpiritual Sliccess"
alrdcent(rdlease [by [Dbvora Piblishing

ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elbe [inl(tHis isue (Tdok for
them, (hit [odly [aiter [aIgdod [pbndering

Herb[sitsldown.

anemometermeasurelthelvind. nyy-“1p

Psychrometerandthygrometerarelineteorologicaldevices[forlmeasuringthumidity[n(thelhir. On[Hebrew,
mny-n.[ABarometerieasureshirtpressure. Itls[Calledh yno-n.[A Fainlgaguelisth owym.[An

MoreMMADOwords:Thermometerst oin-4n
(ifitGslabrownlbne, thenlitish oy oin-p,Eouldn'tlitesist)
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TheOrthodox Union[Miiaits Website [Tfields ‘questionsof @l fypes!in [dreas of (kashrut, Jewish law(and
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish [Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmelfand[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRav[Shaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare [rabbanim @nd[dayanim o [Serve [the National [Religious [dommunityin(I5rael [@nd[abroad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@fjoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz[Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

@ I often’seel people getting! aliyot who
& lean on!the bima during their aliya.
Isn’tithat\a\problem? Shouldn’t I tell them to
stop?

A Themishna(Megila[21a)[Jsays
\. that(one maytead Megilat Esther
standing(or sitting. [Thelgemaral(adloc.)
says[that,[in[contrast, Torah[Treading
must[beldone(standing.[As[support, [the
gemaral cites thepasuk[tegarding[the
transmission [0f’the [Torahfrom [Hashem
toCMoshe:[FYoul[Moshe]stand “here
withOOMe”0(D'varim[05:27).0Justas,
symbolically, [ Hashem[ivas[“‘standing,”
so[too later[transmitters ofl the[Torah
should[do(the[same. Qur(questions|are:
what[ the[ nature[ and[ severity [ ofl this
requirement(Jare, Iwhether[leaning[Jis
considered(likelstandinglin[this[tegard,
and whomlit@pplies|to.

The[Tur{Orach[Chayim[141)[saysthat
ifloneldoesmot(read the Torah(standing,
helhasnot(fulfilled [the mitzva,(and[thus
thelleininghas(tolberepeated. ([Helseems
tolinderstand(therequirement as(a(fully
derived[requirementifromthe pasuk.
ThelYerushalmil(Megila[4:1)says[that
it(is [an[eélement[ofThonor, Telated [fothe
idealthat[the[Torah mustbefransmitted
with[anlair[ofltrepidation, (hot[casuall]
ness.[The[Beit[Yosef[(OC[141)[points
outthat/Rashi[views[thefequirement(fo
stand [Jas CJonly’chatchila, [thatCit[Jis

properfolshowTespectlin[thatWway, but
in[dasehedoes mot/do(so, thefeadinglis
still¥alid.[The matter(may[depend [on
thelsituation[tegarding Megilalteading,
as[Torah(readinglis more[stringent[than
it. [(IfTthe (Megillalshould[1’chatchilalbe
read(standing, [then[Torah, being(alstep
further, islinvalid[(b’di’avad[iflone[did
notlIstand. [lIn[Jany[Icase, [ Ithe[Magen
Avraham[ (141:1)[ tules[that[ bnel does
fulfill[1b’di’avad[ ItheImitzval Jwithout
standing, [aslis[eévidence from[the[fact
thatCweCallowCa[king[toread “while
seated. MishnaBerural(141:1)and most
recentposkim fakethisIenientview.

Despitel[ our[ relative[ leniency[ onl[ the
matter(oflstanding, (the[Shulchan[Aruch
(OC1141:1, based[ onllal 'Yeruhsalmi,
ibid.)(says(that, [at(least(I’chatchila,[0one
should[] stand[] without[] leaning[] on
anything. [ThisdanBeinderstood/infwo
ways:[11)leaning[Jis[Inot[Jconsidered
standing;2)Sinceone ustshowproper
regard[toJthe[JTorah’s[Jtransmission,
standing[thatlis[hot[fullyCaustere,[i.e.,
leaning, [isthereby[wrong.[The[Magen
AvrahamJ(adOloc.:2)Osays (that[Jboth
issues(areltrue, (butlin(differentcases. [If
one(stands(with[a[partial Tean[so[that[if
the[ objectl onel was[ leaning[ on[ were
removed [ The'would[fall, [ithis[Jis[not
halachic[istanding. [ If he[stands[lin[Ja
manner[thathe Would [hot[fall, (this[is
generally[¢onsidered[standing[butlit[is
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still'mot[standinglinlawe.[ Thereforelhe
reasons thatthe Mordechai’s permission
for[an[obese[person[tollean[(Shulchan
Aruch,Jibid.) CappliesJonly[topartial
leaning, [ as,[] when[ his[J leaning[ is
understandable, [it[Jis[not[JallsignJof
disregard.[However, full TeaningSimply
doesmot fulfillthe fequirement b stand.
ThelShaareiEfrayim[(3:11)says that[it
islalsolcustomaryf(toallowsomeleaning
whenlooking[at(the [fop dinesloflalong
sefer[Torah, Wwhichlare[far[away from
thelteaders.[Helreasons(that[¢rouching
overJin[Jorder[JtoJseeJwell[Jis[Inot
disrespectful to the Torah.

InCgeneral,the[lawsgoverning ‘Torah
reading@pplyBoth o the Ba’al Koreiland
toltheloleh[(the[onewholteceives[the
aliya),Cand[this[isCnoexception[(see
Shulchan[] Aruch[] and[J Rama, [ ibid.;
Sha’areil Efrayim[ibid.)[ The[Sha’arei
Efrayim[](ibid.)[Jand[1MishnalBerura
(141:5)[say(thatleven[thel[gabbailmust
stand.[](Regarding[]the[]congregation,
there[Jis[lallmajor[Idiscussion[] TIsee
Shulchan[Aruchl@ndRama,(@C146:4).

Like[ imany[Jother[ Thalachot[ lin[‘whose
regard[observancelismot[100%,[aTabbi
shouldfind [0pportunities ‘toleducate His
congregants.[Regarding[partial leaning,
whichlislikelymot overly haughtyland,
according(tolthe[majority[ofl opinions,
does[Inot[] affect[] the[] congregation’s
fulfillment( ofl the [imitzva, [ bne[ should
point[outtothe “oleh Conly[TifThe[is
confident[it[Wwill(be takeninlthe tight
away. [Iflmanypeopleleanlin[the [more
severe[] way,[] itl] would[] bel] more
worthwhile “for “one who[can[educate
effectively(fo [pointloutfothelolim[inla
waylthat/does mot/@mbarrass them.

[Parsie Peiints o Pender
Suggestedlanswers

I [The[Ohr[HaChayim [deaches[that

these[Words[explain[WhyMitzchak[did
notlget[mharried(ak[ah[arlier[age.[TO
HIM[hdicates[that[RivkalWas[the only
match [fbr[Yitzchak[ahd, [therefore,[He
had[tb [Wait[until[she[Was[dld[dnough
tolmdarryhim.

2) [(ThelKlilYakar[dnswers[that[these
words[] describe[] why[] Avimelech
decidedtd[specifically [spy [dh Yitzchak.
Many [days[hhd[gbne By [sinceMitzchak
arrived[ih[Gerarlahd[Avimelechfbund
it[dtrange[that[this[dupposedlydingle
man[Bad[dot[thkendny[dflthe[Ibcal
women[fbr[harriage. [This[Ikd[tb [His
suspicion[dhat[perhaps[Yitzchak[dnd
Rivkalwere[narried.

3) @MheSiforno [pbints[dut[thatilidnbt
theléxact[dame[hame.[Theldity[Rad
been[¢alledCBEER (3HAVALWith[the
vowel kamatz[ ko[ kapture[ khe[pact
which[Avraham [bhd[made[there.[Now,
itlas[disoLdalled[BEER [SHEVA LWith
theNowel[degol[do[dIso[dapturelthe
seven[vellsCvhichCvere[CHug[there
between [Avraham [ahd Yitzchak.

Whoisaid:T'lligolinthelsea?
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Spiritual[ahd[EkhicalIdsues(id [the [Bamidbar[Stories
1[prayyou,cursethis(people[forme"
(Bamidbar[2R:6){4} by Dr.[Meir[Mamari

ItCwas(fitting [ thatCmiraclesshouldbe
associatedwith[Bil'am[the[prophet[to
thel‘gentiles,land( that[ the[ hatureand
characterloflhisprophecylbeltevealed
thereby.

"Gldlopened(the mouthlof(thelshelass
and(] shel] spoke"[] (Bamidbar(] 22:28).
Onkelos translates(1the[ verse,[] "and
man(] becamel] all 'nefeshl] chaya"
(B'reishit[] 2:7),0 as[1'al] creature] with
speech'Lrather(than thelusuall'alliving
being';lyet lhere[ ‘wel[havellan[Janimal
acquiringthemostldistinguishing.char[]
acteristicllof(JThuman(beings.(1Further(]
more, CthisCJphenomenonCwasJsuchl[la
majorConelthatlourSagestaught,"10
thingsiwerel createdon[Erev Shabbat,
atltwilight,J...theCJmouthof J[Bil'am's]
sheldonkey"(Avot[5:6).

"Bar(Kaparaltaught:[Thatwhichl[cannot
normally[bel'seenl was[ seen,Jaslit[is
writtenJatCMatanTorah, 'andJall Jthe
peoplelsaw(thelsounds' (Sh'mot[20:1);
thatiwhich¢annothormally‘hearlheard,
aslitlis[written,"this(stonelwhichheard
thelOwordsof CGld[shall"bearwitness'
(Yehoshua124:27);thatCwhichcannot
normally(] speak,[] spoke,(] 'and(] the
sheldonkey[lspoke'J(Bamidbar[122:28)"
(MidrashOJShmuel).["ThisCmiraclewas
greater(than(themiracle(of(the(dpening
of(the[mouth[of( theearth to swallow
Korach(Jand(lhis(icongregation./There
Moshel[decreedandithe earth[bbeyed,
however, [ herellitllis[written'and [ 1G(d
[Himself]JopenedithellmouthJoflIthe
sheldonkey"[(Zoharpart[3,[209b).

ThroughoutTanachJwe [ witnessisuch

miracles, [ Iboth(irevealed[Jand(hidden,
that_hegatelall forms[oflidolatry, [ both
ancientl] and] modern.[] |dolatry[] sees
naturallJphenomena,events(jand(ithe
fortuneslor_misfortunesof people and
nations, eitherasthelresults of hatural
forcesl] or(] asl] purel] chancell and
coincidencel orl as[ something(thatl can
beJexplained by humanwisdom[and
science.[ Thelmiracles, however,[attest
thatnatural(phenomenathavenopower
of(theirCown[butmerely_teflect the [ will
of LG(d, their[ Creator, [ that[ therelisla
Divine[Wisdom[beyond[thellimitations
offhuman’knowledge,land(thatltherelis
nothingduelto[chancelor[ coincidence
butfratherfonlyto[GId'slinvolvement[in
thelworldthatHelc¢reated.

Sometimes(thelmiracleslarelhidden(in
thelaffairsof ourdaily[lives. At other
times, IGldlin[His(Wisdom[and[Mercy
changesitheworkingslofinaturelso(that
waterturnsto[blood, theSealissplitin
two, (water(flows from the fock, Mannna
fallsfromHeaven, firefandlcloudsform
pillars,Jand] fire[] comes[] down[ from
heaven."Nomanhaslanyl portionlin
theTorahroffMoshe[Rabbenu,untilChe
isClconvincedthatallJourJaffairsJand
chancell happenings,] just( likell the
routine] workings(] and(] laws[] of(] the
universe,inthe[private,[lnationalJand
publicIfields,JareImiraclesland(Jare
never(tolbelattributedmerely(tonature"
(Ramban).

As[toUwhatJactually[1Thappenedwith
Bil'lam(J andl thelJ sheldonkey,] the
commentatorsiare(divided(in(alway(that
theylregardiallthelotherimiracles(in(the
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Tanach.[l Shmuel] Davidll Luzzato
explains[that,'Gld_opened[the_mouth
of(thelasslandlit[brayedlin[anLunusual
manner;therewas[almiracle[butlit'was
alhiddenlmiracle".CRambam[held[ that
theOmiraclesJdolInot[Isignify[1sudden
changes(by(GId ofthe laws of(¢creation,
whichwould(signifylallimitationof(G(d's
powerJbutJtheywereJbuiltintothe
originalplanof( creation. At Creation
Gldlimplantedlin[nature[ the potential
power[Jof(IbringingIforthJall Jthat Twas
necessary; whether(] thell event was
somethingicontinuous which[we[then
calllJ natural,[] or(] something(] of(] rare
occurrencel] whichClwellthenJterm( a
miracle.]And(1so[1 Gld[]endowed(Ithe
donkeyl[ with[speech;[not[reall'speech
but[] merely[] the[] vision[] of(] Bil'am"
(Rambam,[Avot(5:6).[Thelpredominant
understandinglfamongcommentators(is
thatof[ belieflin[thelliteral miracle; "l
believelinJallJthatlisCwrittenJin[Jthe
Torah.CWhyshouldUlnot believelthe
verse,['and(thelass(said'lor the[verse,
‘and(theldonkeyspoke™ (Ibn[Caspi).

Alllmiracles’havelalpurposeland teach
usspirituallJand[religious[lessons,so
what[was(thellessonand messagelof
thisCmiracleJof(Jthe ’[donkey's[Ispeech
andlwhy(Idoes(the[ITorah(telllluslits
story?(J SurelyJ tolJ commentJ on(] the
arrogancellof(sorcerers, to[Imock[the
gullibilityof those[ who( believelin[the
power[of _magic[and[to[ exposelthose
wholpretend(to[lbelJable[tolbless[lor
cursellandsol]tolbend[Isupernatural
powers(totheirlwill.[Thislislexactlylwhat
was(done(bylthelshelass to[Bil'am,the
great(] sorcerer(] andl] architypell of
magicians, of lwhomBalakhadsaid,
"forCICknowJwhosoever(youl[lblessLlis
blessed(Jand[’whomever[youllcursellis
cursed".

"ThelIshelass[Isaw(thelangelof(Ithe

Lord, butlinitially(Bil'am_did_hot. Later,
welread,'GldIthen"openedhiseyes'[]
was(Bil'amthenblindbefore that?This
comesltolteachlus(that evenlourleyes
arelin[Gld's[ power.[JAnd[G[d[ opened
thelmouthiofithe’shelass',[tolteachihim
[and[Tus]thatif(TheCsoughtitocurse,
nevertheless["his.  mouthwas[solelylin
Gld's(l power.[] Thell shelass[ said[] to
Bil'am, [fyoucould “only[killCmeC(ifCyou
hadl‘alswordlin[your"hand,_how[then
couldlyoulbelieve(thatyoulcould[uproot
andcurselJallwholelTnation?1[1Bil'am
foundholanswerltolthisandheldlhis
peace.[IThenJGld[lin[JHis’mercy[land
respectJforCHiscreaturesiclosedthe
mouth[of theshelass, otherwise[man
wouldlneverhavelbeenlable[tolsubject
albeastwith[the power[of speech.[See
how(the’most(IpowerfulJof[ Isorcerers
andJwisest(]of(JthemJall,[] could[] not
withstandthemostfoolish of beasts".
(BamidbariRabba[20).

"Bil'amwantedfolamend(G(d's[plan(but
is(Iblinder(Ithan(1his[lown[]animal, 1he
wanted([to overcome[Gld's[wishes[but
has( tollaccommodatel thel wish[ of[_his
own[animal, Jwanted(toruinCalwhole
nation] butl has[] tol] confess[! his
impotencel against(] his(]own[]animal,
arroganttowards’kings‘andllordshelis
butallaughingistock[ beforel[hislown
servants"[(S.[R.[Hirsch).

Thelwholelstorypresentstwolimportant
spiritual perspectives:[1the[lvalidity[]of
naturallandlsupernatural_miracles,[and
secondly,[how(they(relateto(the(nature
andformof Bil'am's[role[as[alprophet.

"Therellis[Inolldivinationwith[lYaakov,
neither( isC] therel] sorceryl]in(] Israel"
(Bamidbar23:23):"Gld[wholcan[grant
speechlJan[Janimallicanllalsollusel the
mouthJofJallBil'amJtoJproclaimHis
Word"[(S./R.[Hirsch).
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

Parshat TO L'DOT
Disillusionment

Disillusionment.(l(firstlearnedaboutit
onlalparklbenchlonlthel Lower East
Sidel of(Manhattan, [ where[l[attended
highschool.[ [ learnedaboutlit[ from
threeJoldgentlemen,eachaffected
differently] by disillusionment, 7 and
eachlwith(a(differentlesson(tolteach.

Wel frequented( that park(daily for(a
roundlor(twolof(basketball.[Few(oflus
notedtheIshabbyelderlytrio,iwho
joinedeachotherCon[Talparkbench
near(wherel[wel playedandengaged
infheatedl¢conversationlinYiddishrand
inOanotherOlanguageJthatCweClater
learnedwas(Russian.

Alfriendland(lldecided(onemorning(to
inquirelof(thesegentlemen’asitolwho
theywerelandlastolthe[topicthat[so
excitedthem.[They(told[uslthat[they
wereMensheviks[andexpectedthat
weWwerefamiliarfwiththatferm.

Welweren't,[but[they'soonJenough
educated] us[] about(] the] Russian
Revolutionlandaboutlalgrouplofiearly
communistsiwho splittcfromLeninand
theBolsheviks,‘andwere known[as
the[Mensheviks, [the[Russianwordfor
minority.

After(the[Russian[Revolution(in(1917,
this( I minority[ 1 found(litself( lin[1grave
danger.[] Many, 1 including] the[] park
benchlJcompanions,lemigrated1from
RussiallinCtheJearly[11920s.0These
threel settledlin(the[ United( States,[in
New[York [ City, lon[the Lower[East
Side.

Wellistenedforlseverallweeks(toltheir
magneticstory[]of 1 youthful Jdreams
andligrand(plans(ifor(Jchanging(ithe
world.[1 They[lhelped(]overthrow( | the
Czarlandlookedfforward(TtoJal new
order(Jof(Ifreedom,[Jpeace, [ Jand! ftotal
economiclequality.

But!theyl became! disillusioned. [ Their
youthfulldreams[€ameltolhaught,fand
thelutopialtheylenvisionedturnedrout
tolbelnightmarish.

Onel of( them[never gaveluplonlthe
dreamland(toldrusithatlhewas certain
that[thedayrwould’sooncomelwhen
heJcouldreturnto'Russialandhelp
lead( the] ultimate[l reform.] Another,
darkly] depressed, ] had turned(] to
alcohollandIwasJonlyIsoberlinthe
earlyl] morning.l1 Andll thel] third
abandoned( his[1former(beliefs(1and
became,lofllall(ithings, [ lalIChassidic
Jew.

Each(] experiencedl] disillusionment,
andJeach(ldealtwithitCinJhisCJown
uniquelway.

Manylyears(later, 1"Tbecamelinspired
by(JanotheristorylJof(Idisillusionment,
thestoryof RabbillssacharTeichtal
4", martyredbytheNazis.[Thisiman
wasJalldisciple JofCJoneof theJmost
virulentlyantitZionistpre (World[(Wartll
Jewishlleaders. THellwas[Iraised[1to
think O thatJ ZionismJ wasJ equal to
apostasy,[andthat[participatinglinithe
creationlJof(lallJewish[Statelwas[]a
terriblersin.

When[World[War(ll[broke[out, [Rabbi
Teichtallwaswitness(tolalllthelhorrors
oftheJHolocaust.[He found Chimself
questioningrandreventuallyrelexamin
ingThisCearlierCbeliefs,TandCrejected
them.] Instead, ) hel[] developed(] the
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contrary[perspective; namely,that(the
failure toCadopt[ Zionismand[build[a
Jewish[State[was[thelroot causel bf
thelsufferinglofithe Jewish(people.

RabbilTeichtal's[eruditeltreatise, Eim
HaBanimS'meichalisalfascinating
and(rarelexampleJofJallcourageous
retraction oflan(earlier(heldworldview,
alpublicl¢confessionlofldisillusionment.

InthisCweek'sTorahportion, Toldot,
wel]learnl]of(Ithe[ disillusionment(]of
nonel] other(] than(] thel] Patriarch
Yitzchak, ] who(! labored(] under(] the
lifelongfillusiontthathisison Eisaviwas
righteousandgood.Hewas(readyto
bestowhis(blessings upon(Eisavliand
notwiponlYaakov.

Yaakov(disguisedas(Eisav,ultimately
receivedthoseblessings.[When(Eisav
appearsandlasks(forthoselblessings,
Yitzchak realizesthatthe DivinelHand
hasTintervenedrandrthat’herhasibeen
wrong[ all alonglinconsidering Eisav
tolbelthe'sonCwholdeservedthose
blessings.[1 Hell is,[1 quitel literally,
disillusioned.

Hellis[stunnedtollearn(that[helhas
beenimistakenralllalonglinthisrassess’’
mentofthisson, TandThisTshockis
expressed(] in(] B'reishit] 27:330 with
thesepowerfulCwords:["AndLYitzchak
trembled] an(] exceedingly] great
trembling".CThegreat tremblingCofa
disillusioned(father.

How(aptlland(]poignant(lis(]Rashi's
commentChere:MHelsaw(thelgateslof
Helllopenbeforehim".

It[lis[Jindeed(Thellish(1tol[Thavellone's
dreams(]shatteredJand(1to[Thavellto
re(éxaminelthefundamental assump(]
tions(thatlonelhas[madelin(life.[Yet, in

waysIsignificantfandtrivial,f'welarerall
occasionallyrcalleduponfordorso.

Knowing(1 that[] even(] Yitzchak [l was
proven(ltol] bellinJ error(] aboutl] the
assumptions(helimade,Jand( that( he
was[dramaticallytonfrontedwithhis
mistake, canberoffsomelsolacetolus
all.

Itfis[difficultlandpainful to[garner(the
courageltolturnourrdisillusionmentto
advantageland(start[lifeagainCunder
newlassumptions. Butlit[isCalchoice
whichwerarelinevitablycalleduponio
make.

= You can't TELL a book by its cover ~ but you
can SELL one by it.

From('A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragaSilverstein

AlCandlelbyDay@(ThelAntidote#The[WorldOfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[atlD54[209[D200
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

Once,[] R’ Yisrael ] Salanter[] visited
FrankfurtfamM™ain, here[He Was[ihvited
to[dthe[Thome[of[[IBaron[JRothschild.
Rothschild, lWho [Was[dxtremely dvealthy,
had[alhagnificent(Home.[As[they[Walked
through [his[Rome, [Rothschild,[d[deeply
religious[Jéw, [Jointed [dut[tb[R’israel
alllthe[chre[HeBhd[thken[id[ehsuring[that
everything[InChisChomeOwas[Cin[Ctotal
accordanceith[hhlacha.

After[theyHad[dompleted[their[Walk,[R’
Yisrael [thirned [td[the[Baron ahd [tbld [Rim:
“Ilan[iddeed [chost[Happy [With[elverything
I've[Seen, (but[¥[youdxcuseine,[I[dAm
forced o [day [that[What [T Rave [deen[ik
contrary[tbMhat[idlshys[id [the Torah.”

“WhatLls[kheJproblem,[Rebbi?”’ [kaid
Rothschild. CHOill (Be [dure[do [dectify [it

immediately.”

“Youlrhisunderstand[rhe,” [shid[R’ [Yisrael
with [alshnile.[There[id [absolutely[nothing
that[i3[Mrong[With dour[(Home.[The[dnly
thing[Ildaw [here Lk [dhat[ Mldontrary (o
what[if[shys[ih [the[Torah,[that[Yeshurun
waxed[wealthyChnd[Ckicked Chway[khe
traces' [dfJuidaism I}louHave [succeeded
in[ohaintain[the [Mery [Highest[standards[df
halachalid [spite [oflybur[Wealth.”

Ed.(note:In(the opening|passage of Rosh| Chodesh
Benching,1we_ sk for \many_ things,including
CHAYIM SHETYEISH BAHEM YIR'AT.SHAMAT
YIM.OThenUwelaskforCa CHAYIM_SHET'HEI
VANU....YIR'AT_'SHAMAYIM. Fear of Heavenlis
thelone'thingwelask for twice! Why?

Onelanswer!is(thatlafter asking for it the!first time,
welask(for'al CHAYIM SHELIOSHER'V'CHAVOD,
allifelofwealthlandlhonor. After that, we have to ask
for YIR'AT SHAMAYIM again. Itlis usually harder
tolachievelinthelcase of ahwealthy person.

——

R’[David[df[Sheduvaldnceldsked[dMdery
wealthy CbutUniserly Cinan: C'Why[Ldon't
youlglveltZedakaltblthe [poor?”

“Rebbe,” [Answered[the [inan, I Cvould
lovel[tb[give[tzedaka, [ButIldnly Wantltb
givelidltdalpkrsonwWholidlrkally[deserving
of[ilahd Mhhven’tlybtfdundldne.”

“That's[flinny,” [shid[the[Rebbe.” [When
Hashem[ghve[dut[thoney[tb[thelrich,[He
did[dotldo[tb[deek[d[Worthy[gerson[tb
receivelik, YetYoufeel[dhat[Youdnust
seek[shich[alpoor[personBefore [ybulgive
tzedaka.”
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CHIZUK #aDUubD

(for[Olim/& (motlyet[Olim)

WhatiwaslYitzchak's(tie tothelLand[of
Israel?(Itfwas[hotl his[ancestrallhome.
His[parents'had come[from[Ur.[ltCwas
not[Jeconomic.[JEgyptTwasIfarCimore
prosperous(] and[l wasn't[] subjectl] to
periodicldroughtiandfamine. ltlwasnot
security.Welread(oftheharassmentihe
suffered from(thePhilistines.[So what
wasl(it?[Thelanswerlis, (G[d's[command.

Welreadlinthisiweek'sparshal(B'reishit
26:103):ITherewaslalifaminellinJthe
land,Caside from[the first_ faminethat
waslJin[Jthelldays[Jof(1Avraham;Jand
Yitzchakwentto[Avimelechkinglofithe
Philistines[to[ Gerar.[Hashemappeared
torhimand[said, "Dolhot[descend to
Egypt;dwellCinCtheClandJthat Dl Cshall
indicate(tolyou. Sojournlin(this(landland
Iwilllbe (withyouland(blessyou;forto
you“andyouroffspringCwillClCgive Call
thesellands,andlestablish(theoaththat
Ilsworefo[Avrahamlyourfather."

Therelis[anlapparentredundancy.First
Yitzchak!is(told:["'dwell(in(the[land"and
immediatelyafterhelis[told:"sojourntin
thisfland".

Thell MidrashJ (B'reshit164:3)(] states:
"Dwelllin(thelland([implies] cultivatethe
land, (bealsower, belalplanter.[Another
interpretationof(Dwell[{Sh'chon)linthe
land(is:[causelthelSh'chinaltoldwelllin
theand."

Yitzchakwas commanded[hotlonly to
physicallyTlivelinithelland[sojourn]and
not_golto[ Egypt.(Helwasl[alsol[told[to
contribute tothe developmentof_the
land,tolsow(and(to[plant.[Furthermore,
hewasfolconducthimselffinfalmanner
thatCwould“bring[IG[d's[presence, His
Sh'china, lintolthelconsciousnessof(all

wholcamelin(contactwithhim.

Thel‘message!( of the[ Midrash(is[ that
therel] arel] severall] aspects[ tol] our
connection(tol the landlof(llsrael. Not
onlylarewe(biddentolmakelourlhomes
here; welarelalsolobligated(toldevelop
Israellmateriallyland(spiritually.[Aliyalis
notCaloneltimelact.[ItlisCalcontinuous
process! lof[Igrowth(Jand(idevelopment.
WelhotlonlyChavetogolup"[tollsrael;
well arel] challenged(] to[] bel] sowers,
planters, [builders[of(Israel; and(finally,
wellarel]calledJupon(itollreachllnew
heightsinCourlspirituality.[In[ thisCway,
welwillLcreatealsocietylin[(which[(G(d's
presencelislimmanent.

RabbilY oseflWolicki, Beit[Shemesh

TORAH THOUGHTS as'contributed by Aloh Naaleh
members [forlpublicationlin the OrthodoxUnion's "Torah
Insights',lalweekly Torah publication'on Parshat HaShavu’a
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PUAH

Can(HeReally[Have
TwoMothers?

Forithe pastfewlweeks welhavelbeen
reviewing(thelissues(of[parentageland
yichusCofCaCchildCbornCbyallwoman
wholis[hotlhisCgenetic[parent.[This(is
notlal purelyltheoretical case, as[ we
haveseenlinlthecaselof(Seanland
Carolyn(] Savage.[] This[] religious
christian_coupleunderwent1VFLinthe
USA, 1 and(] throught] al] labr1 error,
receivedJandwaslimpregnated“with
thelembryos(offanother¢ouple.

InCthelpastiweeks welhavelreviewed
theldebaterandmost’commonlyrused
sourcesloflthe debate, betweenthose
wholcontend(thatl the[birthCmother(is
thelThalachiclimotherJandthoselwho
contendthatthelgeneticimotherlisthe
halachicl mother. Therel[ arel certainly
valid[l arguments] and(] recognized
authorities] on[1 each(] side[ of[] this
debate.

TherelisCanladditionalopinion,based
on(thelfactthatthattheembryolis
halachically[1 considered(T tol] belT the
samellas/water(]or[fluid(]until(lthe
fortiethr] dayl] after] conception.
Therefore, the'determiningfactorof
motherhood(Jis[Tthelllocationof(Tthe
embryolbnday 40 after[ conception,
thel] dayl] when(7 it0] isCJ nol] longer
considered(]water(] [T1 butI ratherJan
embryo.[If(theembryolwaslimplanted
onlJday3[lor(15Masis[thellcasellof
standard( 1VF [ procedure, the[embryo
wouldlbelinlthelbirthCmotheron day
400 and0itisIshellwhollshouldbe
consideredithelhalachicmother.

This[raisesJanCinterestingquestion

regarding[frozenembryos.[\WWhen[the
embryolislinfalfrozenrstatefonday40
after(conception,(the cryopreservation
freezer(] canl] obviously[] NOT[1 be
consideredrthelhalachicrmother.[This
opinionlholds(that(the(freezinglofithe
embryos(1 from[] further(] growth,
halachically] freezes(] thel] 4000 day
countinglasiwell.

Infaffinallapproachfothemotherhood
question,[] Rav(] Shlomoll Zalman
Auerbach1z"l,(1onelof(1thellgreatest
poskimLof(recent times, claimedthat
allfof(the abovelanswersoversimplify
thelissue.[Helagreeslthatthesources
seem(tolsuggestithatithebirthmother
is[the motherJof(the(Ichild.[Yet,he
maintains] that[] ultimately[] there[ is
actually) more(J thanJ onelJ halachic
motherllin[this[lcasellandlJuses(the
following[l scenariol] tol] explain(] his
reasoning.

WhatTliffafwomaniwereltolconceivera
child,[1 yet(] suffer(] from[] morning
sickness[sol severel that[ sheldecides
toltransferthefetusgrowingrinher
womb(] tol] thel] wombl(] of(] another
woman?] Thell second] woman
proceeds(tolcarrythelchild forimostof
the] pregnancy.[] Thel first[] woman,
wanting[tolexperience thelbirthof her
child,hastherchildfransferredback o
herCuterusIforCJthefinalCJweeks of
gestationland(childbirth.

In(suchlalcase, Wholisthe(mother?

While[litlis[ truel that[ this(scenariolis
currentlyl) impossible,[] itl] may(l be
possiblelinOthe Ofuture. O Think Dabout
how!( Ifar[imedicallItechnologies( have
advanced(Jin(Jthel] past[] 1000 years.
Organrtransplantation.[1VFCandlCother
fertility(] treatments.” Thell list[] of
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advancementslis endless. Today,[we
routinely(] perform[] procedures(] that
werel]considered(tol]bellimpossible
back(then;wholknowswhat(the(future
willlbring?

RavrAuerbach'siscenariolmayeventul’
allyTibeJalreality. 'TheOmarkDofChis

geniuslaslalposek, wasl hisforesight

toltrytoltakelintoraccountall possil]
bilities, nolmatterfhowlimpossiblelthey

maylseem!at/thetime.

Rav(] Auerbach(] claimed(] that(] this
potentialJscenariorequiresJthatwe
considerCbothCmothersasbeingthe
halachicl mother.[ Furthermore,ifCone
of( them[was[not Jewish([] I thelchild
wouldneed(tolbeconverted!

Itfis[clearfromlourteview, thatthislis
all complex] issue.l] When(J circum(J
stances(requirelit,(welhavetolchoose
onelofthelopinionsiandfollowit.

Yet,[thecaselof anembryomixup
(thel1 casell thatll sparked(] this
discussion)does[nhotlhavelto happen.
Asiwelwill'discussinextiweek(inlaltrue
story,with(thelproper’supervisionrthis
caselcanlbelavoided.

Tol'dot

Yes,[We'veldonethis[bBefore; [yks, Me're
doing[ifllagain. Mhe[skdras[df[Tlo [Hot[ahd
Sho[ftimlttiggerthis[rbview.

We'relnbtlgbing[tb[start[thisflom
scratch[[ust[rkview [sbme[df[the (high [
lights.
Therelale[tWolldnds[df[SH'VAs:[SH'VA
NACH [ahd[aISH'VANA. [Theylate
"sounded"[differentlyahd[they [affect[the
letter[that[they[ateBklow(differently.
ThingsWould[hhve [Been [allittle[simpler[if
thereMereldifferentlsymbolsfrlthe
two[SH'VAs[[lthen [pkopleWould[nbt
confusel[thetWo.[Sbmelnewer [siddurim
arelttying[td [hklp [bly [markingthe [SH'VA
NAs[id[sbme[wWay[dr Bl [uking[ah
exaggerated,[Arger[SH'VAMhenlthe
SH'VALSNIA. Mhat's[helpful, but[people
need[tb WANT [tb [phy [attention[ahd
then[nked[tb [phy[attention.

In[mostlchses, [the [difference Between
pronouncingaISH'VA cbrrectly[dr[nbt[id
justlalmatter [dflthe [Beauty [df[the
language.[@ccasionally, [the [mheaning [dff[a]
wordIchnlchange.

ABH'VAINACH/[$[silent.Ih [the Word
for(tdble,SHULCHAN, [the[SH'VAuhder
the[IAMED GdINACH [ahd[When[ybu
pronouncelthelfirst[syllable, [ybubkear
the[AMED, [dff[cburse, [But[nbthinglektra
for[the[SH'VA[uhder[if.[SHUL.The[fihal
NUN [doesn't[aktually (hhve [aISH'VA
under[it, [but[bkhaves[ab [iflid[hhd [a[SH'VA
NACH [ak[Well.

Inlthe[nhmeldflthis[Week's[seédra, the
first[syllablei[dMO.Mhe MAMED With [l
SH'VANA [Begins[thelskcond[syllable
and[the[SH'VA[id[slightly [sbunded.
L'DOT.[SHO[ahd[ETIM.
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THEWUERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFUJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#[499
Rumors of Kiddushin

Sarahlis[anunmarried!girl.[A[rumor has
been[ circulating[in[town[that[ Sarah[has
beenlbetrothedltoday[lto[ [Reuven.[1We
suspect(that[the tTumormight(beltrue and
shellis[Jconsidered[ itol Ibe Ibetrothed! Jin
doubt.[This(in[spite oflthefact/that(there
is(molproof'tolthe betrothal. [If the tumor
is(hotlacceptedlin[Beit[Din, holheed[is
given(toit.

Howlislaltumorlacceptedin[Beit[ Din?
Assume/ that[ twol[ Wwitnesses[ appearedlin
Beit[Dinland[testified that(lights[(candles
when [ the[ Shulhan[Aruch[was[written)
were![ Jbrightly lburning, [land [ the[Itables
were! setl and[ peoplel comingl and[ going
into[Jthe[house[Jand[Ithe[ lwomen[were
making[ her[feel ‘merry["and[say[ to[her
“happy[betrothal’[and[say(that[Sarah[was
betrothed[ today.[ Therel is[ enough[ proof
that[she(was(indeed [betrothed. [Tf(the well
wishers!didmot[so[speak to[the betrothed
girlldirectlybutaboutlalbetrothed [girl, it
ismotlanlindication[that(shelis betrothed.
Perhaps(there[was(fobela[betrothal (butlit
never[took[place.[Ramaladds to[this last
statement(that(thelaw[is[the $ame, that
shelis hot[ consideredto[be[betrothed[if
peoplelsaid[Ithat[lallcertain[ | girl[lwas
betrothed[ butl did[not[state[ to whom[or
anylother[details[shelis[not/deemed tobe
betrothed.

Similarlyifltwo[Wwitnesses[come[to Beit
Dinl[land[testify[that[lthey[lsaw[lwhat
appeared [fo bea[betrothal [celebrationand
wel saw/ thel friendsand[ we[ heard[the

participants(and[welheard[from[alperson
who[Theard[/from[JalJpersom[ lwho[Iwas
present(there(that[Sarahwas(betrothedfo
Reuven(Jand[the[Jwitnesses Iwho[Jwere
present/then [went(overseas [or(died[so that
theyl | cannotl | bel | questioned, | therel]is
enoughloflarumor(thatshelis/considered
tolbebetrothed. [Ramalddds(that/the fumor
ismot[tobe consideredunlesswelheard!it
from[Jat[lleast[Itwo [ Ipeoplelwhol[were
present(there, butliflonly[from oneperson
wholWwas[presentlat/thelcelebrationlitlis
notlenough(tol tonsider her[betrothed. 1If
shelis(not[¢onsidered [betrothed, [She[¢an
getlImarried[1to[]another[Jman(]without
having[ to[obtain[al Get[(divorce)[ from
Reuven.

Andfurther, Gtsmot[¢onsidered [fobela
reliable [tumorinless(it/originated [in (Beit
Din.[That[is, that[Beit[ Dinl[investigated
the (matter[andconcluded[that[there[was
indeed [ albetrothal [ between[Reuvenland
Sarah. If(the [matter did [(not[¢ome[before
Beit[ Din, [ then[ the[ rumor[is[ hot[ relied
upon.(Beit[Dinl¢anlalways/order(its own
investigation and [ifTit[¢oncludes that[she
waslindeed (betrothedfo [Reuven, [it[ismot
necessary [for(dformal (BeitDin liearing.

These( foregoing[tules hold[trueliflthere
was[no[pretext why(these tumors/began.
Butllifl there[ 'was[ al pretext why[ these
rumors(] began, | the[] rumors(] canl] be
discounted.[Beit[Din mustlinvestigate[to
seeliflal pretext exists[as[to[whylthese
rumors[ofl her[betrothal Gwerel started. [1f
there[]is[lpretext[] then[] Beitl] Din[]can
discount[ the rumors. An[kxample[ ofl a
pretextiwould Be(that[Sarahwas betrothed
conditionally, [ or[] there[] was[ ] doubtful
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betrothallaswhenlit[is[stated by Witnesses
thatlhe(threw[the kiddushinlobjecttolher
and[therelis[al doubt[as/to[whether[the
objectlanded(closer(to her(or to him. Tflto
him, [the (kiddushin [betrothal [isnot[valid,
iflcloser(toher/itlis[valid.Qr(therelis mow
aldoubt(castipon thelvalueloflthethrown
object,was[it[iworth[lalperutal(like[Ja
penny, [the (minimum [ Value ofthe object
toleffectBetrothal)(ornot.ThelsameHolds
truelifltheMole[of Reuvenlis(altninorwho
cannot/ leffect[betrothal [Jand[The[lis[Inot
available(to(belexamined. In all(of these
situations(ifiwehave [noproof, welrelyon
thelstatements[of[Sarah as to(the fruth[of
the[matter(as(toWhether[shelis betrothed.
Ifithepeoplewholstarted[the fumorlofiher
being[betrothed (in their[presencelcome(to
Beit[Dinland(declare(that(they(started the
untrue[ rumor, then[ Beit[ Din[‘moves[ to
suppressthe tfumor/dand(shelis[considered
notlto bebetrothed.

If(the tumor(started becausel the people
saw/( that! Reuvenl was[ sending/[ gifts[ to
Sarah, [ then[] Beit[] Din[J willC use [ this
information(to(squelch(thetumors ofTher
betrothal.

Ramal adds(that[in[all[situations[where
therelis[nolcompelling(teason for[alstrict
interpretation(as(tolher[status, Wwelshould
actlinlallenientthanner.

Assume(that[Sarah, [dboutwhom [there [are
rumors(oflherbeing(betrothed to[Reuven,
accepts betrothal [ from[IShimon[lin[lour
presence.Beit/ Dinlhas[tolinvestigate the
allegedfirst[betrothal. Tfltherelis[convinc[ ]
ing[ proofl through(testimonyl of! reliable
witnesses[that[ she Wwas[indeedbetrothed
to[Reuvenlaslalleged[by[thetumor,[then
the[betrothal ofl Shimonis[hot[valid. If
therelis holsuchlpoof,[Wwel have[Reuven
givel her[al Getland[ shemarries Shimon
from[ whom[ shel received! thel betrothal

gift. [If[ Shimon![ then[divorced[ her,[ she
cannot[ marry[ Reuven. [1f[ $hellived [Wwith
Shimon/before(sheobtained (her[Get[from
Reuven, [shemay motlévermarry[Shimon.

There!lis(d[tumor(that(ILeah is (Betrothed fo
Levi.[Another[fumorhas[itthat[Teah[is
betrothed(foYehuda. In this(situation one
oflthem has/to[give her(a[Getldnd shelcan
live Wwith fhe other(one.

Altumor(waslcirculating/about(Rivkalthat
shel] was(] betrothed[] to[] Naftali[! who
divorced[ her.[ Shelis[ not[ prohibited![ to
marrylanother(personbecauseofthepart
oflthel rumor[thatl shelWwas[betrothed[to
Naftali.[ISheimay ot Jmarry[Ja[IKohen
becauseoflthe [part[ofthetumor(that(she
was[]divorced, [ IsinceJal IKohen[lcannot
marry/aldivorcee.

Rachellwas[married[ to[ |Asher[Jor[lwas
betrothed[ to[ Asher.[ Thereafter, al rumor
circulated[] that[| shel] wasl[| formerly
betrothed[to Yosefl first.[ This[latter[type
ofltumorlis[tot/givenlany ¢credence. She
doesmotmeed(d[Getfrom[Yosef. Thelaws
oflthis[paragraphlhold[truelevenliflthe
rumor | Jstarted [ /before( Ther[ Ibetrothal [ to
Asher, [but'had[notlyet[¢irculated[in[Beit
Din.[Oflcourselifl Rachel admitted ! that
shelThad[ lbeen[ Jpreviously[ betrothed[ /to
Yosef, [shellis[prohibited [ to [live [Jwith
Asher.

Welare[Istill[ldiscussing[Ithe[Ibetrothal
procedure. ] Next[] lesson[] I[YH[ about
conflicting[witnesses/as(tothekiddushin.

US Sec of D, his wife, 10 sons & wives,
52 grandsons half of whom are married
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;W iDDILEes)

Prizes(for[ best[Solution[sets (whenlawarded)lare
furmshed[ﬁy[NoamBroducnons@nd/or[Blg[Deal

Honors[forihpressivelsblution(sétsfdr[this
week's[MTriddles[gb td[MM/Bklyn [(hsteek
too)ahd[HC Mhohhs[réturnedltbthe
Challenge[df[TTriddles[id [alblg Way [this Week.

Lastlissue’sl{ChayeilBara)T Triddles:

[1] (Czarist (Russian[Parliament[ér @n[lrish
cemetery

This[douldhave (been(Separate (TTriddles, each [with
thesamel[ solution,[ so[ e[ decided [ tol put[them
together. [DUMA[was["aRussian(nationalparliament
duringldzarist[times".[DUMALis [the (name[of [ane [of
the[sons(df(Yishma'el,[dsEnumerated atthe [end [of
Chayeil Sara. [ DUMALIs[also["AnClrish Cword [ for
burial[ground". We were(also(going(toldolaTTriddle
about[the[DrakeUniversity MuseumCof "Art,[but
decided,[enoughlof this[Dumaguy.

[2] Weldolit(4 [fimes, three [of which[dnthe

word thatEherebyhas[d[doublefheaning
exceptwhendonefolcamels

During (the[Amida, \We Bend [our(kneesandBow(dur
heads(atthe beginning(and(end!of[the first(bracha
andtheModimbracha.Three[of the [four fimes, We
bend[ourknees [atthe Word [BARUCH, (which mheans
blessing, (but(alsolhas(the[same(root(ds KNEE and
KNEELING. [ If CkneelingLisan[act[ ofhumility "and
subjugation,[then it first[ to[ share [ al_root[with
blessing[and(Bracha.[VAYVARECH, [and He (Blessed,
occurs[17[times(ihtheBook 6f B'reishit. [One dther
time, lin[Chayei(Sara, the [damelletters with[different
vowels and (aldifferent(meaningldccur. (VAYAVREICH,
and[fie[daused the [damels[tokneel, [let[the [damels
reston[theirlknees. Hobbling[orhamshackling[an
animallis[totielit[uplin[Suchlalway(that[it[¢annot
stand[CorJrunJaway. [JAside [ from [B'reishit, [ the
sequencel of[lettersC occurConly[ 9 more times[in
Tanach, with[8 [times [beingrelated [tb (Blessingdnd
onceltolkneeling.

[3] He, his father, @nd this prophet ([all pals

ThisCwouldhave beenallot[easier, "had [we[hot
shortened[JalIcertainCword [to[1'pal”,[givingthe
impression[(intentional ‘misdirection)[that[it meant
friend. [Ih(this(TTriddle,[the Word [ pallwasshort [for
palindrome[ [TTalword, [ humber, [or[$entencel that
reads! the[ same[backwards[aslit[ does[ forwards.
LEVEL lis[dpalindrome.So/i3 ithe number38455483
and[Solis[the[$entence [MADAM, [I'M[ADAM.Solis
DAVID, YISHAI this [father, [and INATAN, [prophet atthe
time[af David[HaMelech.[NATANLis the [only [one [of
the three[fobe[bilingually[palindromic. [ The [names
OTTOland(AVIVAlare[not lonly palindromes, but€ach
is[@[mirror image [of itself.

[4] Afterithe Torahreading, ffind Eheffilling i
the BINAYAHUBandwich

Right afterl€ach [parshalin[many Chumashim, we [find
the [number (of [p'sukim(inthe [Sedralanda[SIMAN for
it.[This[being[awordthat[Has[algimatriyalequal to
the [number(of(p'sukim. The[SIMAN[forChayeilSara
withCits[105Cp'sukim [is CYEHOYADA. [HisChamelis
mentioned(in[thehaftara of(Chayei Saral({from(the
first(chapterof(Melachim Alef).[He was thefather[df
BINAYAHU, [a[loyal[general[of[David's army.[ Divrei
HaYamim[records[“al YEHOYADA[ ben[ BINAYAHU.
After( the[Torah[portion[of_ Chayeil Sara, [ we!find
YEHOYADAIp'sukim [and (with[&[father dnd[sonboth
named BINAYAHU, (ke [(YEHOYADA) (is [the filling[ofa
BINAYAHU[sandwich.

[5] The biig iboficelebrates the wheel oliday
with @pair of fish

Here'sHC's[solution:(Iflwe[add(up[the[gimatriyal of
BIGIROOF [ |(GAG[JGADOL), [wwhich is 149, [WHEEL
HOLIDAY [(CHAGL GALGAL),[ 77, ALPAIRCOFFISH
(SH'NEI[DAGIM), 407 (spelling DAGIM [withouta
YUD), welget[533,the gimatriyalof (CHAYEI[SARA.
Not[at[alllwhat[waslintended.Not[at[all. (Besides,
ditching[the [YUDLin[DAGIMLis [ not[exactly[ kosher.
None [df(the 7 [occurrences[of [DAGIM(in[Tanach(are
missing[that[YUD. Solwhat(is[thelSolution[tolthis
silly’sounding [TTriddle? HAGAGIHAGADOL[CHOGEIG
(celebrates) [ CHAGIGALGAL[IM[ZUGIDAGIM[ havea
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total[of [10/GIMMELSs. (That would (e [ASARAGIMELIM
(pretty(close [fo [Eliezer's[ASARAIG'MALIM).Youmay
groan(now.

[6] (The [gamut [of [letters, (3 [@bove, [dnelih,
twobelow

ThisLisLone that HCLhailed perfectly. Helarelhis
words[(someaflthem): [Gamutmeans"range"(so the
"range of letters" (i (the[alphabet. [One[dfthe words
in(the[parshalis[AT {the feminine [form of(YOU)...
consists[of thefirst[and last(letters[ofthe [(Hebrew
alphabetlandrepresents/the "gamut(dfllétters". This
word Chas[three[{dots)Cabove it {for[the [SEGOL
trop),[one[(dot)(in[the [ TAV[{a[DAGESH), and[two
(dots) belowit({for the[SH'VAowel).

[7] Yishmael'ssharpestisbn

isCICHADAD, [related[Jto[[ICHAD, [Isharp,[Jand [to
M'CHADEID, 'sharpener.

[8] [She'dI#ad Gff the Fhird [iilHer FeamWent
downlin @rder in Ehe ffirst 2 innings

Can'tlresist[a baseball[based [ TTriddle. (Have [been
taken[to[task[in[years[past[ for[ Americanizing
TTriddles [fomuch [with[baseballlandthelike.[And,
mostrecently, (@ TTreader Surveylcomment [was that
[[seem(to(favor(the[SF(Giants[and[dolnot[present
baseballlin(TTriddles in[@morelevenhanded way.

AlteamIgoes(down inlarderwhen three batters(each
make [an[aut without@nyonegettingldn base. Toldo
thatfwolinningslinarowWould mean(thatthefirst
six batters[got outlandthe batter[in the seventh
positionCin[thellinelup[wouldleadbff( thethird
inning.[The TTriddle Cmentioned [ 'she", [soive're
talkinglwomen's(baseball. Who would [bat[seventhlin
thelorder? [ BATISHEVA, [of[course. [ (And[$heldoes
goltolbat[onlbehalf bf[her[son[Shlomolinlthe
haftara.)

[9] (He Cdealt Cwith ChisClson Cand Thad Ca
great[great(grandsonith the shme hame

Avraham/[Avinuldealtlwith[EFRON[sonlof TZOCHAR lin
his(negotiations(for(aburial (placefor(Sara. One [of
Avraham's[great(great/drandsons was[ TZOCHAR,
son[o6f[Shimon, Son[df[Yaakov, [Son[of[Yitzchak[Son

of(Avraham.

[10] Unexplaineds in fhe ParshaPix

Thepencil[sharpener TTwe've mentioned[thatlin
TTriddle([7][LYishmael'sison[CHADAD.

Abovelthe Terem[logolis[thelogoof C(MASA,Can
Israeli"hon profitCorganization that[eénables thou
sandsLof[Jewishlyouth[to[ $pendLalsemesterlorla
yearlinIsraellinfanylof(dver 160 programs, Helping
them(build(allife(long(relationship with [Israel[dnd @
firm_commitment[ to[Jewish[ life. (MASA[is[alsol &
brother[Jof [ IDUMA, [Isons [lof [ IYishmael. [ IDifferent
spelling, Butverydloselih[sound (especially(if you
don'tlpronounce [@nfAYINgutturally.

ThenlweHavelan(L[and(d Kite. Kiteis alsold[raptor
(preditoryLbird)Lin[the[ same[biological family[as
eaglesandhawks. (Kite[in[Hebrew(isprobably(the
DA'A, llisted(as @nonKosher bird. [ELDA'Awas[@/Son
of IMIDYAN, (Bornto KETURAfrom [Avraham.

[11] Basuklan[Front[Page

Everyweek, therelis[@lpasuk[{or(phrase) that either
comes(from(thelsedralor(the [haftara, [or[is related
tofthe calendar.Thisfime[(in[TT883), weladdedthe
words, [ TTriddle: (Why?Caskingwhy[that[particular
pasuk[-was[ used for[_Parshat[ Chayeil Sara.[The
answerlis[MINCHA. [Eliyahu's "victory" [over(the (450
false[prophetslof(Baalled the[peopleof Israel[fo
proclaim their[ beliefin[ GId["and[in[_Him alone.
Eliyahu'ssuccessldame(at[Minchalfime,[Something
that(the [Naviimakes|apoint(of. (At[the [énd[of (Chayei
Sara,[Yitzchak[goes!into the field (beforegvening[to
communel(with[G[d).We attribute the [establishment
of Minchal{the afternoonservice) o Yitzchak.

[12] TheMazalPiclof the month

Whatlyou(seelis(a[kitten with[the[letter[S[above!it.
Putting them[together, [we [det S(kitten. (With(a[slight
vowel [Switch[We [get [SKYTTEN [which!is [Swedishfor
ARCHER [or[Sagittarius, [the Zodiac!sign [of Kislev. [In
Hebrew, [theramelis [KESHET, [for(the archer'sbow,
rather[ than(the["archer[himself.[ This[lends[ tola
doublemeaning(af RAINBOW.
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¢ Toplkftls[YaakovWith(hisentil
stew.

¢ NextOolhimOsConelof[Yitzchak's
workersion@Breakfromidigging
wells.[JOr, Operhaps, DitClisCEisav
comingd inO fromO theO field
exhausted.

¢ ContinuingCacrosstheJtop, Owe
comeltoJal0SederCplate.[ORashi
tellsOishatWastheirstmight
ofd (theO future)d Pesach that
Yaakov presentedd himself[d to
YitzchakforCOthe[Cbracha.[ORivka
toldOYaakovdtoObringCherCtwo
goats.OustofeedYitzchak,you
needdwolgoats?[RashiCanswers
thatCbneWwasdor[thelmainCdish
andheldtherdbrEorban[Pesach.
Similarly, dommentaries[inention
thewine[khat[yaakovgavel[ko
YitzchakOasObeingO partOofda
"Seder",@And&hat[hisC¢leverness
(mentionedd in0 Rashi)d0 was
feedingYitzchak[Korban[Pesach,
soheldouldhot[eat[Eisav'sHood
also.[ORealize[OthatOthesellideas
exist[dn[@[differentdévelldfTorah
fromO thed P'SHAT, theO plain
meaning.

¢ UpperdightOisOalkingOonOhis
father'sd back.O Thed handO is
pointing tod the father,d0 who
wouldBeAVIMELECH.This[s[dot
theOonlyOpunOinOthisOweek's
ParshaPix, @shoulwill[See.

¢ TheOrainOcloudDisCpartCofCthe
brachalfhatMaakov[deceived.

Qix

Q

Q

g:’ix
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The3words[partLof(Rhelbracha
tolHisav.

ThediondubldnfhelhapdfIsrael
isCanotherCpunITGURCBAARETZ
HAZOT.OActually,OliveOinOthis
Land...

ThetowIruckOsCanotherCpun]
Yitzchakivedih[GERAR.

Thepassportlisfor[Yaakovivho
isCbeingOsentCabroad by [dboth
YitzchakO andd Rivka.[d Yitzchak
neverCneededaldpassport, Cbut
YaakovI[did.

Theteddy[bearOsCholding[Caloft
the[@umber@h@nelPpaw@nd@n
upraisedd handOin the other.
ThereCaredwolmeanings[tolthe
name[Be'er[Bheva.[Onells[from
the[keven[kheepthat[Avraham
gavelAvimelech@s@doken[dfthe
covenantBetweenfhem,@ndfhe
otheris[forfheldath(s)IhatWere
takenOhOhat[agreement.[SHEVA
has[Both[donnotations.

Lower[bight[kfheMavkaludaica
Graphic[of[Yaakov,[the$tudious
ISHLCTAM, CdwellerCnthetentCof
Torah$tudy,@ndEisav,@hedSH
SADEH, Thelthanldffhelfield, he
hunter.

StrausCBnd[Keren[HaYesod[hre
thelstreetsConCOvhichXhedsrael
CenterOwasandOis.OTheyOare
Rechovot,dasOinCOtheCnameOof
thirdQvell(that[Yitzchak CdugC&and
theCbne®hatCWasChot[Ctontested
by[Avimelech's[drowd.

COs1000nCORomanCOnumerals.
With[@[datelihside[fhelT, ouldet
ME'AHSHE'ARIM.
AbovelthedruckOs[theCEmblem
The TOIU'DOT5770(issue
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ofd NAHAL,O ad part™ ofd IDF.
CombinedWwith[@he@ruck[it[deads
NACHALLGERAR, Ihe[placelWhere
Yitzchak[&ettledCafterCAvimelech
kicked[Rim[dutldf(Gerar.

From[fheBackdfthefowruckis
and arrow] pointingd to[ the
computer icond ford ald DOS
prompt.OTogetherOitOgivesClthe
Ashkenazit[Cbronunciation[bf[the
sedra, TOWMl'[asOnto", Mhat's
the@rrow)DOS.

Thed emblem of J Bend Gurion
University Ostands[Be'er[0Sheva,
theldityDhWhich[itOs[Obcated.

Next[tolitOstheCémblemCofthe
citydofORehovotOdMwith COmicrod
scope, ook, [@nddrange ik [for
thelwell[df(fhel[dameldame.

Tolks[dightOs[aphotoloflahand
holdingCd[Pygmy[Marmoset,[the
smallestdd ofd allld monkeys...
represents] thed smalld KUF
(monkey[s[KOFIIKUF/KOF, Cget
it?)dinCOtheOword CKATZTI, Cithat
RivkaOsaiddinOexpressing[lher
disgustfYaakovQieredolmnarry
allbcall®'naanit.

At[the[bottomofkhePPCOs[h
secretarybird, CaClargeOAfrican
raptor[{Sagittarius[3erpentarius),
thelonlydiving[birdCofCpreyEhat
huntsConCfoot. ItsCLatinCname
suggestslfthe[MazaldfKislev.
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And they called’ him
EisaviiHe was given
thehame Edom

RivkalJhadJalverydifficultCpregnancy
andfisfinally(readytolgivelbirthto her
twinboys.

Thel] firstL] onel] comes(] out] and(l is
described] asl] "ADMONI,L0 KULO
K'ADERET([SEI'AR[Treddish, aslhairy
aslalfurlcoat".[IThe verse[thensays
“VAYIKR'UT SH'MO EISAVT [T] they
namedhim(Eisav”((25:25)[.

After(that(thelsecondlbrotherlemerged
holdinglon[tohisCbrother's_heel,land
thell versel] tells) us(] that[] VAYIKRA
SH'MOLYA'AKOV([]-[1HelIcalledThim
Yaakov({25:26)[

InCthisChaminglepisode welcanlaskla
fewlquestions.[For(Eisavlit[says[fthey
namedhim”Jwhereas[for]Yaakov it
says[he[namedhim”[ITwholwas[the
theylandwholwasthe helandlwhy'a
differencelinthenaminglofleachichild?
Yaakov[ seems[to be named[because
helis[holdingContolhisbrother's heal
butCwhat"aboutEisav's[lname? What
does(itimeaniandhowldoesl it relate to
howhelisdescribed?

Eisaviwas[borncoveredinChair.[ The
midrash(]says(Ithat[lhelleven(lhadlla
beard. Everyonelcameltollook[at[ this
strangebabyland_theyl[allcalledhim
Eisav(becausehelwas[finished ASU'|
withChisChairllikeLan[blder[person.[He
didn'tllookllikelallittle[ baby. According
to'Rashi, Yaakov, onthelotherChand

was[hamed(either[bylhis[ fatherorl by
HashemHimself.

The[DivreilShalom[says(that(the(hame
Eisavlactually pointstol his[ character
trait. [Helookedlatlhimselffasiafinished
product.lInhisfhaughtinessrhe feltthat
helwas[perfectand(didn'tlthave folwork
tolimproverhimselflinfanyway. Laterlhe
is(called[EDOMIwhich(points/tolanother
character(trait[+hisllovelforibloodrand
killing.

ThelDegel'MachaneillEfrayim makes
anlJinteresting(lobservationrelatedIto
theTnaming(Jepisode.[1Hellsays[lthat
Eisav(] represents(] falsehood(] and
unfortunatelyl peoplel] tend] tol] be
attracted(by(that I1that's[why everyone
waslinvolvedlinnamingl him.[Yaakov
on(thelotherlhand, frepresents Truthlas
wellsay 'TITEINCEMETIL'YAAKOV” [
that'sLwhylit[says, "Helhamed[him"(in
singular(] [TIbecauselltruth(Thas[Ifewer
followers[then(falsehood./Only(iselect
individualssearchloutlthetruth.

Since'Eisavlis(called[Edom[Tired Tlam
including(this[chickensoup(recipelthat
has(allotlof(red/orange(vegetableslinlit.
ThisCrecipe[was[shared byl theelder
members(lof IMelabev'sInewEnglish(]
speakingl center] for] peoplel] with
cognitivelldecline.['ThelIgroup[worked
togetherduringCaltherapeuticL reminis]
cencel] activity[ ] and[l composed!' this
recipe. Thelrecipelwas[submitted(tola
recipe[contestionthewebsites

www.netonews.co.il/apage/61548.php
andwww.melabev.org/posts/156

Everyonellis[JencouragedtollvisitJthe
website[and[leavelyourL.commentsion
thesoup.DIf JyouwouldJlike CtoThelp
Melabev(continuelsuchactivitiesforthe
elderslJinOtheirCcare, joinCthisyear's
Walkathon, [ Tuesday(to[Thursday, Dec.
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13  [www.melabev.org/posts/125](1 which
includes[al2[daylhikelinthe[Western
Gallilee,TandJalimoonlight“walk Jalong
Hof[ Dor, onthe Mediterranean( coast.
This[J year(] therelJ is[J alsolJ alJ virtual
walkathon(for(thosewho tan'tmakelit
physically, (butwould(like[to[participate
inf[somelway: www.melabev.org/posts/151

(RED)CHICKEN SOUP
WITH MEMORIES

4[chickennecks
3[carrots(cutlinrounds

5lonions,diced
2sweet(potatoes,cutlintolsmall(pieces
piecelof(pumpkin,cutlintolsmallpieces
4 (cloveslgarlic,iminced
sprigslofiparsley, dill, imint
cinnamonistick

paprika,(salt, [peppertotaste

oliveloil

water

ricelnoodles((optional)
clothbag(foriherbs
Frylonions(itillLIgolden. JFill [l pot[with
water.[Add[chickenhecks,bring[to[a
boil.[Add[cutlvegetables.[Place(parsley,
nana,land cinnamon(lin[jalcloth, seal
and(add(folsoup.[Cook[onlowflamefor
twol hours.[Remove( clothCwithherbs.

Addlnoodles.[Canl[belserved(with[albit
ofloliveloillandnanalleaves(on(top.

DearEditor,

Shavua! Tov. Firstly I would| likel to| point out|that
whetherlor ot Gogol Mogollis altraditional remedy,
nowadays'consuming vaw'eggs'is considered a veal
nonoland carries the tisk of salmonella infection
which|can'be/fatal... DriMC

Alsearchloflthe[weblseems tolindicate that
there[ are[ different! sides[ tol thel raw[ egg
issue.Nonetheless, [Since [thelissue [is [0One [0f
health, Twe[must[Iside 'with[thecautious
opinions [on[ ithis [ topic.[ [Here's lwhat[ the
"Ask[ ‘the[ Doc" [ lcolumn[ Jofl ithe[ IWestern
Wahington[| University| Health[] Services
www.wwu.edu/chw/ask_the_ doc

Q:Whatlare[thelhealth[dangers[of! eating
rawleggs?

A:[1Thell primary (] risk[] is[] exposure[] to
salmonella,a[bacteria[common[in[chicken
intestines, and (eggsoftenlare[¢ontaminated
throughl microscopiclimperfections[in!their
shells.[Adequate heating[is[the[onlyway(to
killthe [bacteria. [$almonellal¢auses alnasty
vomiting/diarrhea/fever[ syndromel and[ can
belifatallin[ vulnerable[ populations 11 the
very[young, very[bld, chronically[ill Cand
immune[suppressed.

There Clis Callot CofCmaterial onthe Cweb;
interestedteaders[should[Google[raw(eggs
and(read [theirfill.

Welthank[DrMC[forhis[émaildnd[advise
caution/to[those [ Who uise[taw[éggsinlany
foods[ they[ prepare. [ 1f youl haven'tl check
out[thislissue before, dosomow and[belan
informed[person.
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