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Theltitle[of[this [kad MidbitWas[gbing[tb bk, MHere elgb [again!". If's@bout[starting
from[the[Heginning, [again.[That's[What[Barshat[Sh'mot[ahd[Sefer[Sh'mot[Hring[tb
mind.[TheTorah[télls[us[that Moseflahd [all [His (Hrothers[ahd [all [df [that [gkneration
died.[@neldflthelthings[that[if[theans[id[that[We [ale[ak [aldew [starting[point.[This
time[iflidn't[dnly [the Emily [df[Avraham [ahd [Shra, Yitzchak, [ahd [Rivka,[Maakov[ahd
Rachel[&[kah [iHislthe [sbontd bk [Nation [of[drael, BheiMisrael.

For[us, [it[i$ [aldew[Heginning[as [We[read [Barshat[HaShavua, [(Hut [it[i$ [also [Aldew
beginning, [ab[id [T oday[id[the [fist [dhy [df[the [rést [of[ybur[ife". [Fbruk[tbo, [ab [idlhhs
been[fbrlelery[generation[[Ithe[previous[gknerationhas[passed[dn[ahd [We[ale[tb
continue.[Welldok[bhcklidto [the Book [af[B'reishitlahd we [nked[tb[darnits [dssons.
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The [bsitive ahes Bhd he Fegative Ghes. Mhere [FaI3¢cf Bk havior G Fhe Bvot ahd e T o e
Imahotltb [dmulate.[And[there[dreldlIbt[df[(Hehaviortb [shun,[Warnings[dflthany M'vorchim... p.3 é
things[NOT [tb[répeat.
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Lead Tidbit cont.from frontipage

the[Chighest[high Cpossible TG [d's
creation[oflthe Clworld. LlAnd Ulthe
potential for CLEVERYTHING.LTThings
went[downhilllohore[than [alldouple [df
times,[hnd[khe[ Book,[ Hespite[ the
bright[pboints[dfldur[AvotlahdIiahot,
ended[ahn aldbwn.

Sh'motl[is$[skarting[ffom[dbout[ds [Ibw
as[We'veldver[Been.[And[dnceldgain,
wel[skelthe[amazing[dotential. [It [i3 [all
infdontloflthe Pkople.

Withoutlgoinglihto [ahy[dflthe [details

oflthelrbstdfJéwish History [[Iib [fr 1]

let'sltdlkaboutluk. [Qurlgkneration.

We'veldotlthe[Potential. [We've [dot
loads[df[details[ak[tb[What[We[should
beldoning[and[What[Welshouldn't[He
doing.[As[We'velrhentioned, [grevious
generations[dre[gone.[Weldre[here
and[Wel[alrelalso[Working[dn[thel[dext
generation[dr[twol{or[three)lih[the
form[dfLdurldhildren,Cgrandchildren,
and[greatlglandchildren.[Weltave[d
lotlo[dccomplish.(Weldeed[dot[Be
theldhes(tb fihish [the [db [(But idlould
be[dice [fbr [Us[thb [dhalk [Up [significant
progress[] towards[] personall] and
national Cktrivings[for[Kedushalhnd
Geula), [But[We[mhay [dot[slacken [ffom
it.[This islolur challenge. No lekcuses!

Sunday@nd[Briday.

Wonn [ﬂf Eﬂle [Mn“."'l cont.dBrom[p.2 Aliveekly featureltohelp'clarify practicalland|conceptual aspectsiof the
JewishCalendar, thereby énhancing ourlappreciation of G d's gift of HaChodesh HaZehLachem...
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This[ShabbatlisftheA13th(day[(of(355),[17th[Shabbat[{lof(51)[0f[(5770
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Sh'mo¢ 5TATS

| 3th [od(tHe (54 [sddras; (13t Lo (T} [inl(SH'mot
Written [od [215.2 (lhes [i[aTTdrah; [rdnk: [T8th
1[phrshiot; [6Tapen, [TTcbsed

124 [psukim (T3 th [{tied [wY Emor) [(nd [id Hmot)
1763 [wbrds [TT4th [(Bmor: (22nd) [(And [ SBmot)
6762 Uekters LTTbth [(Bmor: (23 rd) [{(And [il[SBmot)

Its [psukim [ate [aBove [a¥erage [inl[Tehgth
(number [of [wbrds [ahd [ekters). [Emor [whs [pit [id
for Ldmparison [[M[blok [ai [tHe [differences [in[rdnk

MITZVOT

None Lol [tHe (&1 3 [nditzvot [ade [id (SH'mot

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>X:YI[Z)]@ndIS>X:Y[Z)]dhdicate
startCbfChBCparshalp’tuchalbrCE'tuma
respectively.X:YOs[Rerek:Pasuk[dfthe
beginning[bfthelparsha; {Z)Oslthe
numberldfig'sukimihheldarsha.

Kohen[IErst[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim 111 | (117

[P> 1:147)]0Sh'motlbeginsOwith
thelconjunctivelVAVQOtollinkOthe
birthOoflthedJewishONationOtoOthe
foundationllaidOby0OthelPatriarchs
andl "Sh'vatim"0 inl B'reishit.0 The
sonsll offl Yaakovl arell lovingly
enumeratedl again.l Thel starting

numberl ofll "70"0 isO repeatedl to
impressliponisthelfremendHous
growthl ofll thel peoplel evenl (or
especially)lunderEgyptianlbppresl
sion,[hsHescribedlnhel'sukim.
SDT: Thelopeningwords[ofl thelsedra
/bookof ' \Shmot IITW'EILEH \SH'MOT![)
Sforml(thelinitialllettersof 190 1N MM
oONIN TN RIPN OIVL(V'chayavddam
Lilmod|Sh'nayim MikraV'echad ! Targum)
[lAnd alpersonlislobligatedtoteview!the
Torahtext twicellandanotherJtimelin
translation. Baal HaTurimJextends! this
acronym!(folthenext twowords.[Hiswhole
statement!(is:"Onelwholearns!|thelsedra
2+1, [ singingllit! pleasantly, shall “merit
longllife."((seep.25for Shenayim Mikra.)

SDT: Thelfinallletters({sofeilteivot) of
thelopeninglWords|rearrangeltolspelllthe
word(T'"HILIM. When(the People of!Israel
arelinltrouble((aplaylonivords on Egypt
(IMITZRAYIMTIMEITZARIM), (they(shall
useJT"hilimtoUhelpthem focus their
prayerstolGd, [thereby meriting[Fedemp(]
tion.

SDT: Ourlfirstlexile[lwasUassociated
with[] thel] number[] 70,0 thell number
associated with(the members[of Yaakov's
familylwholwentdowntoEgypt. [ Theléxile
followingltheldestructionof thelfirst Beit
HaMikdash( lasted!] 700) years.l] The
terminationlof! Ithellfinal exile lwill[be
associated withlour dominancelbver, Lor
recognition) and [ respect1 byl thel]"70
nations"of thelworld.

[P> 1:8(015)] Alnewlkingl"who
doeslnotOknowlYosef'lconsiders
thel Jewishl peoplel al threatd and
takesll measuresl toll enslavell and
demoralizelthem.
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Ironically,Chelis[CkheFfirstCloneko
referdolisCasCamationMAmM Bnei
Yisrael".O SometimesO itO isd our
enemieswholellllisWhoandivhat
welteallyCare.[Par'olCtalledCus[the
Jewish[NationC&ven[before[Welfelt
that[@ndEnewfhat[durselves.

The[dGemaratellsCus[CoflJa[ldispute
between[Rav[and[Shmuel [&s[tb [Whether
this[id[rkally [aldew [King[dr[the [shme[dne
withChewLhttitudesCAnd[CHecrees.[This
dispute[impacts[dn[3[practical Chalachic
issue. LIfCh[person[kellsClomething[hs
"new" LhndCht[CwasCbldCbut[renewed
(refurbished,[tenovated,[teconditioned),
can[the[buyer[tlaim[TfalseCpretenses”.
Depends[dn[the[dkfinition [Qf[NEW.

HelinstructsOtheOmidwivesOtolKkill
thelbabylboyslatObirthOtoOprevent
theldevelopmentlofThisI"potential
enemies"l (andl tol killl offll the
potentiallredeemerbflthelPeople).
Theylrefuseltoolhisbiddingthnd
savelthelives[bflthelboys.

SDT: VAT'CHAYENA!] ET) HAY'LA(]
DIMT]..Cand theygavellifeltoltheboys".
Thel Midrash| says(that[not onlyl did the
midwives [ defy Par'ol by not! killing| the
boys, [ItheylalsolwereIresponsible|for
saving(those(that mightlhaveldied during
childbirth. [1tis (naturallthat somebabies
dolmotsurvivelbirth. [ Thelmidwives were
concernedlthatlif they happenedifoldeliver
alstillborn, lit'mightlappear|as(if'theylhad
carriedlout Par'o's orders.| Their prayers
werelansweredland!miraculouslylnonelof
thelbabies!died. Thustheyl arel credited,
notljust withlassistinglinlthel births,  but
alsolwithgivingllifeltothelbabies.

Therelislulparallellideal toncerning[the
night of thel Exodus. [1t(is[$aid[that[éven
thelnormalldeaths thatimight(belexpected

inlallargelpopulation|didinotioccurlon(the
nightLof the Exodus, [lestLitldetractfrom
thelmiraculoushatureloflthe Night. Thus,
we_havelthen[ similarmiraclesat either
end|dflthe Mitzrayimexperience.

SDY: AND[ THEYU! EMBITTERED
THEIRULIVES...[ The trop! (Torah! notes,
specifically, LKADMAI W'AZLA) on! these
words [ seem undulyhappy! for suchlsad
words. ThelGR"Apointsloutthe "happy"
resultlof the unusuallyharsh oppression,
namely, Uthat)GldUreactedto | Egypt's
excess[1by[cuttinglldownlour[timellin
bondagelto[ 210 years|from[thel briginal
prophecyof 400, [by countingl from![ the
birth[] of!] Yitzchak, U rather] thanl] from
Yaakov'sdescentlintol Egypt.|Understand
that! thislis hotl justlanléxchangelof 210
yearslof extralharsh conditions for 400
yearslofliregularslavery.[ Commentaries
saythatlifiweldid notgetloutwWhenweldid,
wewould! not"havel‘made it to Nation!]
hood.

GimatriyaTwins

"And Yosefldnd [l His[Brothers EndEll
that[deneration[died."[This[pasuk[{l :6)
has[dlgimatriya[thumeric[Malue) [3f(98].
Therel[i$[dneldther[Pasuklihthe[Torah
with [that[shme [gimatriya [[ID'varim (441

o7 o' om movIN ‘92 oRIT BNy

"And Youlvho [ ¢ling[ fo [HaShem [your
Gld, [dre[dll[dlive [doday."[This[Pasuk i
oneldfltheldources[dflthe[donceptlthat
Gld[féaringCpeopleliveLbn[After [ their
physical[death.[OTThe (lpasuk [from [Ckhe
beginning[df[Sh'mot[bad [alckrtain [fihality
sound[ko[dt.[MThe [kecond[hasuk[(its
G'matriyaTwin)téstifies[that[the (Shivtei
Kah"[[ivelah.
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Levi[I$tcond[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [Tt 18210

WhenlPar'olseeslthatOhisOgoallis
notl beingll accomplished,l he
orderslthatfhllImaleabiesdJewl&
nonlJewlalike)Obeldrowned.0The
Peoplell ofll Israell miraculously
flourish underl thesell adverse
conditions.

[P> 2:10(22)] Amraml reunites
withllY ochevedlhndbabyboylis
born.0WhenlhellisOnollongerlable
toll bell hiddenll (somel sayll that
Moshel wasl threell monthsll prell
mature;lthatlthelEgyptiansOknew
whenlYochevedlwaslldue;Otherel
torelbhebwaslhbleltolhidethim[bnly
torll thosell 30 months),0 Yocheved
prepareslhlwaterlprooflbasketlhnd
setslhimOon0thelriverlunderlthe
watchfullbyelbfThislbister.
BatPar'olfindsOMoshelandOsends
Miriam[olbringlhlwvetnurselforlthe
cryinglinfantOwholapparentlylwill
notl nursell fromld anll Egyptian
breast.0Miriam0ObringsOYocheved,
Moshe'sl mother,0 wholl takes
MosheluntillhelisOweaned.OFrom
thatOpointlon,0MoshelisOraisedin
thel royalll palacell byll Batll Par'o
(Bitya).BhelhamesthimMoshe.

SDPT: Egyptianlastrologersieadlin the
stars|that!Israel's redeemerwas soonlto
bell born.l) Theyl]l recommended!] the
systematicl ldrowning!llof!lalll lbaby( 1boys
(includinglionlJews, [sinceltheywerelnot
surellfromUwhatnationthisredeemer
would! come).| When| Moshel ' was! floated
onlthelNile, [thelastrologersireported| to
Par'olthatIsrael's redeemer waslindeed

"castlinto! thelriver".[ Aslaliesult ofl this
notlquitelaccuratelreading| of the Stars,
Par'olwithdrew(theldecreel tol drown(the
boys.[[Thispoints|tolthenotion|that there
isUsomething[toUastrology, UbutitUisa
"power"[ grantedand! limited by G d[to
somelindividuals.]

SDTY: Onlithell phrase:| VAYEILECH
ISH...[And'alman({fromthelhouseldf!Levi)
went... [ thel Baall HaTurim! points| out| the
onlylother occurrencel of that! phrase,[in
Megilat(Ruth: [ VAYEILECHUISH MI'BEIT
LECHEMUYEHUDA...[In['both[ cases, [ a
redeemer( of Israel results. Inl our( case,
Moshel Rabeinu. [ In[ Ruth, [ the progenitor
oflDavidlHaMelech, (his(line, fo[Mashiach
ben! David.| (Had| the| Baall HaTurim[ ot
made!this|point, [thereWould havelbeenla
TTriddlelon(thelphrase!)

"AndlshellcalledhislnameMoshe,
forfromlthebBwaterthebBvasrawn."

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
| 5[plsukim IRt 1 | (25

[tOs[hmazinghowlmanybignificant
eventsl arell packedl intol thell 15
p'sukimboflthisfaliya.0Moshellgoes
outltolkeelwhatlisthappeninglwith
thel Jewishl People.l Hel killsO an
Egyptianlwholwaslbeatinglaljew.
Helbreaksluphfightlbetweenltwo
Jewsl{DatanO&OAviram).0Theylhad
seenl him0Killl thel Egyptianl and
reportdhim0todPar'o.0Moshelflees
toMidyanlwherelhelsavesYitro's
daughtersll froml danger.0l Yitro
welcomeslhimOtoOhisOhomelO(and
tamily).0 Hel takesl Tziporal asl a
wife.ll Shell givesl birth0 toll son
Gershom.
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SDTY: Yoseflwaslidentified by the[ Wine
Stewardlas aINAARUVRI, LalJewish(lad.

Moshelwaslidentified by Yitro'sldaughters

asU ISHIMITZRI, lanEgyptian[ian. [ Yosef
wasprivileged|tolhave his vemains buried
inlthelLand of Israel.[Moshe!didnot have

that! ] same "z'chut", ] although[it[1 was

mainlyl) Moshell whol brought[ Yosef's

remains| from Egypt| tol thel threshold| of
Eretz[] Yisrael [ Gives!] youl |l pausel’l for
thought.[Nocriticismlislintended.

[P> 2:2300(3)] Meanwhile,l after
much[l timel passes, thel kingl of
Egyptldiesl(orImaybelgotlsolsick
thatlitOwas[likeOheldied)JandOthe
oppressionl inll Egyptl isl greatly
intensified.0ThelPeoplelreactlby
callingll outl toll GId.O Hel too,
“reacts”...

SDTY: When Moshelrealized that Datan

and! Aviraminformed on_him to Par’o,

thelTorah(tells'us that Moshe was|afraid.

Rashil says[ that[wel canl understand| that
literally, Thutlalsolonlaldeeperllevel. [With

JewsUlike[1DatanJandUAviram, 1Moshe
feared|that(thepeopleloflIsrael (inight ot
meritl) redemption.l) (Notel] that| Rashi
includes thelp shat (plain) Umeaningas

wellas[theladditional "meaning. \Both

applylin(thiscase. tlisn't always solthat
thelplainlineaninglis Fetainedwhen(there

isLaldrash( thatlis[ the preferredwayof
understandingthe(text.)

R'vi'i [EburthAliya
| 5 [Rlsukim I3t | (5

[S> 3:139)] Moshelisltending
Yitro'slkheep.OAnlhngellthppearsfio
himOfromOal"burninglbushlthatlis
notll consumed".l Moshell turns
aside;0GMdOcallsOto0him.0HeOtells

Moshel thatl Hel hasl heardl the
people'slscreamslanddthatOhelis
goinglltoltakeldthemOoutOofllEgypt
andbringlthemtolall.andlofIMilk
andHoney.

Moshell asksll "whyll me?".0 GId
assuresll Moshel thatll Hell willl be
withlhimOandthatOasOproofloflthe
Divinell naturel offl hisd mission,
Moshelwilllberinginglthelpeople
backltol'thisbpot"Sinai)dol'serve
GId"QandOreceivelthelT orah).

Furthermore,Moshelsol'reintro
duce"0GdOtodthedPeople.0Moshe
askslGldOwhatOheOshouldOtelldthe
Peoplelwhenlheltomeslolthemlht
Gd's0 command.0 GId'sll answer
spansbninelp'sukim3: 14[22).0G0d
identifiesll Himselfll asl EHOYEH
ASHERIOEHOYEH (ALEFHEICYUDO
HEIOsConelof(he[¥ ChamesCof[(GLd
thatOmayOnotObeOerased.OItOis
probablyfhedeastEnowndfHhedlst
of[deven.)

Thisll namel offl GId'sl hasll the
meaning:OiwilllbeOwithOyoulBnei
Yisrael)linlyourltimeloflkroubledin
Egypt)0asOIOwilllbedwithdyoulin
tuturel situationsl ofll enslavement
andbppression.

SDTY: BaallHaTurim pointslout that(the
letterslof! thislunusual lhame ofl Gld total
21.[Thelinitial letters| of! thel first[ three
namesof 1Gdinthe OThirteen\Divine
Attributesare YUD, [YUD,ALEF[ =21
(HaShem, HaShem, Keil...).[ Thelinitials
oflthe Patriarchs arelALEF,[YUD, [ YUD
=[21. Thelinitials of 'the [Five[Booksofthe
TorahUare . BET,[ WAV, VAV, VAV, land
ALEF=121.
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At Moshe'sll suggestion,l soll to
speak,0Gdhgreedtolbelidentified
tothelpeopledas0EHOYEH,O0with
thelmorelcomfortingllconnotation
of1"I0willlbelwithOyou",0without
thelimplicationOthatOtherelwilllbe
otherlperiodsbflloppressionlinlthe
futurellbasedlbnRashi).

GldgivesMosheldetailedllinstrucl
tionsl asl tol whatl tol sayl tol the
people.0HeOtellsOMoshelOhow(lthe
peoplelwilllreactlandOhowPar'o
willlreact.OHeltellsOhimOaboutOthe
plaguesllandlaboutOthel"friendly"
reactionlbflthelEgyptianlpeople.

€hamishiGth(Aliya
24[plsukim IRt 16417

ThelprophecylatOthelBushlconl
tinues...0 GOdO tellsOMoshe:[ (a)J to
gatherltheleldersUofllisraellhndlell
themthatOGIdOwillbeltakingthem
outlbflEgyptthndbringingltheml[to
theOLandOofDOIsrael,0(b)0thelelders
willlaccompanyMosheltopresent
thell demandl forl releasel before
Par'o,[c)0Par'olwilllnotthcquiesce,
(d)010willlsmited EgyptlandOthen
theyOwilll sendl youl out,O (e)d the
Egyptiansbwilll'lend"thePeoplelbf
Israellmanylbelongings.

Moshelasksl"onOwhatObasisOwill
theyll believell me?"0 GOdO gives
MoshelthreelsignsOtolperformOfor
Par'olhndthePeople.

Thel threell signsl arell thel staff
becomingll all snakell andl then
turningbacklntolhlstaff.(Histhand
insertedl intol hisl cloakd and

emergingl strickenll withl Tzoraat
andOthenlbeinglrestored.0Taking
waterlfromlthelliverlhndkpillinglit
onll thell groundl andl itd turnsO to
blood.

SDT: Rashilsays(that(the firsttwo signs
werellalsollrepremands!|tol 1 Moshel | for
speakinglagainst(the peoplelanddoubting
inladvance!theirpotentialfo believe Wwhat
helwouldtelllthem. [ Thislis Lashon HaRa,
andlboth(thelsnakeland the Tzoraat are
associated! with Lashon HaRa. [ Thelthird
signllseemsIto1havellbeenspecifically
selected by Gld[(perhaps)tolbelalbridge
andl] introductionl] tol] thell MAKOT
(plagues), thelfirstof lwhichUwas[lan
extension, llet's(say, [0f the third|sign.

Moshelstilll questions GIdO asl to
"whyll me";0 GOdO gets angryl at
MoshelforldoubtingHisOchoicelof
leader.0 GIMO informsl Moshel that
Aharonll willl assistl inl these
matters.ll Moshell isll instructedl to
havel hisll speciall staffll with him
whenlhelpresentsOhimselflitolthe
Peoplelhnd[Par'o.

SDT: Thell Staff,[] HaMateh.[! Baal
HaTurim $aysthat(therelis/was|alscribal
custom(to putl Torahlerownslon(the TET
inlthelword THEISTAFF. This, tolhintto
thell factl] that] MosheJwas thel] ninth
(TET=9)righteous individual “"who "had
thelmiraculous!stafflinlhand. [ (Pirkei Avot
tellslus that the Staff was|one of thelitems
created"in[thellinstantbetween[the[1Six
Dayslof! Creation and! thel first[ Shabbat
B'reishit.) [ Thelprevious|eightlare: [Adam,
Chanoch,[0 No'ach,[1 Shem, ] Avraham,
Yitzchak, Yaakov, [Yosef-
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The[Midrash[says[that[Moshelhad
many] names:[ Yered,O Chever,
Y'kutiel, JAvigdor, COAvil3ocho,OAvi(d
Zanu'ach,[Tovia,Heiman,[$h'maya.
TheMMidrashurtherellsClisMhat[of
allCOhisCnames, CheDisClonly Clcalled
MosheOIllevenCbyOGd Mo give
honorohe@ctsldflRindnessdflihe
onelWholfoundhim@nd3avedhim
fromktheOwaterOBat[OPar'o, Ckhe
futureBityal(not[Batya).

Rashil8aysfhat[Moshe's[&xperience
atheBurning[BushandhisCcom [
municationCwithOGOd[khereasted
forCISEVENCDAYS! CAllCOduring[Ckhat
time, [GdQOWasOrying{sofo8Speak)
to[donvince[Mosheolindertakelhis
mission.

Shishi[[8ixth[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [ 1 803

[P> 4:18[09)] MoshelreturnsOto
YitroandOtellsDhimOthatOheOmust
goll toll hisO brethren.O Yitrol sends
Moshel onll his way.0 GOdO tells
Moshelthatlitiskafeforthimtoddo
so.[MosheltakesthisOwifelhndkons
andlreturnsftolEgypt.0G0dIeminds
MoshellaboutlthelsignsOhelisOto
usellbeforelPar'o,lthatdPar'o0will
notllisten,JandlthatOhed(Moshe)lis
tolkaylktodPar'olthatliflhelddoeslnhot
releaselthelPeople,0 GOdOwillOkill
histtirstborn. ThuslthelastPlague
wasl reallyl thel firstd warningl to
Par'o.[Allthelbther@Plagueslerved
theirlpurposes,Obutlalllpointedlto
MakatB'chorot.)

Onlthelway,0Tziporallcircumcises
herll son.0 Commentariesl explain
that Moshellhadl neither0 circum[

cisedlOhisOsonOEliezerlbecauselof
thell dangerl in0 travelingll when
recentlyllcircumcised,0nor0didOhe
postponel hisl returnd toll Egypt,
whichl wouldl havell beenll in
defiancel ofll GI's0 command.O It
seemslthatlhelwasllinderrorQinfnot
havingll circumcisedl him,0 hence
hisl lifell wasl inl jeopardyl until
Tziporalidltheltircumcision.

Alduestion[that[arises[from[this[dpisode
concerns[the[Acceptability [bf[A[Hemale
circumcising. (XCommentaries Ckolve[ this
problem [id different[ways.

[P> 4:27129)] GdlellstAharonlio
greetlMoshe.0MosheltellsdAharon
allthatthasthappened.TheylEzather
theleldersandOAharonftellsdthem
whatl willl occur.l Thell People
believellwhatOtheylhearlandObow
toIGd.

SDT: Rashilsays|that| theldonkey | that
MosheJused tol] bring [ hisU family[lto
Mitzrayim[] wasl] thel]l samel] onel] that
Avrahamtook(tolthel Akeidaland thelone
thatthel MashiachUwill ride upon.. Why
notalregulardonkey? To  tell "usthat
thesel] monumentall] events[] werel] not
haphazard, [butpather|specially|prepared
partsofiGld's masterplanforthe World.

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
6 [plsukim [IT80:2 | [26

"AndOthen,0IMoshel&0Aharonlgo"
toPar'olhndbayltothimO Thuslkays
GIdI etimyPeoplelzo..."

SDT: Noticelthat[theelderslare not
mentioned. Rashiltellsus thatlonelby one,
theelders) "disappeared "] (in[] fear] of
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Par'o)lasithe entourage was|going| to
Par'o,[untillonlyMoshelandAharonivere
left.[Becauseloflthis, it wasto be this way
at(Sinailalso. Thelelderswere! left atlthe
footUof!ithe mountainand| Aharonand
Moshelascended. (Then Aharon[stopped
and/Moshelproceededtolthetop.)

Par'ol refuses,l questioningll who
thisll GOAO ofl Israell is.0 Hel then
increasesll thell burdenll onl the
Peoplell(wholobviouslyllhaveltoo
muchlfreelltimelbecauselltheylask
forlal3daylrelease)dbylrequiring
theml[toOalsolcollectthelstraw(for
thel rawll materialsl ofll thel bricks
theylthaveltollmake.OTheleadersibf
thelPeoplelbearlthelbruntlofllthe
newlkdictsthndcomplainftolPar'o.
Par'ollblamesdMoshe;0thelPeople
reactdwithlangerOandOdisappointl
mentl (excusablell under their
circumstances).l Moshel tellsd GOd
thatll hisl effortsll werell counterll
productive.0 GIdOsaysOthatiNOW
youll (Moshe)0 willl seell what GId
willldoltoPar'o...

MaftirsthelastBp'sukim.

Haft¢ara2B[psukim
Yeshayahu [27:628:13,029:223

Aslthelsedraltellsoflthedfamilylof
Yaakovl inl exile,0 soll does the
prophetOtellloflithelexilesOofllthe
Peoplell ofll Israel.0 Thell sedra
containsGd'sprophecyltoMMoshe
RabeinulatOthelBurninglBush,lof
thell redemptionl ofll Israel,0 the
subsell quentl Standingl atl Sinai,
andOthelentrancelintol thelLand
flowingBwithiMilklhndHoney.[The

Haftaraltontainslthelprophecylthat
therelwilllcomelalldayOwhen[the
GreatlShofarOwilldsound,Oand0Othe
exileslwilllcomelfromtheirlplaces
oflldispersion,landltheylwilllcome
tolbervelHaShemlhndbowloHim
indJerusalem.O0Thelsedralkpeakslof
thelFirstIR edemption;Othelhaftara
oflthel@CompleteRedemption.

VAKARI[]is[]a[1NewllWorld
monkeys[(Westernhkmisphere)...[The
namel[ik[Believed [fo[dome[from[the
indigenous[tbrm[br[Mutchmen;[their
redHaces[Apparently[femindedthe
locals[lofCdsunBurned[]Europeans...
uakaris[alreUnusuallamong[their[type
of Chnonkey[in[that[the[tail Clength
(1508cm) CisCSubstantially Cless[than
their[] head[d and[] body[] length
(40[45cm).[Their[Hodies[areldovered
with[Ibng,[Ibose Hair (Hut[their[Heads
are[Ibald.LdThey[lhave[JalmostCno
subcutaneousfht, [So[their[Bald[fhces
appear[dlmost[skullke.[].theyHave
projecting[] lower[] incisors.[] Four
speciesbf[liakari[AllCfound Cin[he
north[Western[JAmazon[Basin.LIThe
Bald[(Wakaril{pictured[Below)[i[dne
of (the HourSpecies [{two LbfLvhich
were[] only[] recently[] discovered).
UakarisChre[typically[Clethargic[Chnd
silentfih[Zoo[donditions,[(Butlih[the
wild[they[alelafile[ahd[aktive, [chpable
oflléaps[dfldver[Aloheters.[They[Have
been[dbserved[Bothih[dmallldroups
andlih[Thrger[droops[df[Up o [100...
Diurnal [{active [during[dhe [day) (dnd
arboreal[{tree[dwelling)...[They[Have
alThrge[tepertoire[bf[(facial Céxpres]
sions..dThey[Jare[seed[Ipredators
specializingllinlarge, [Jhard[husked
fruits...[dlsoFruit[pulp, (Aowers,[dnd
insects.
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Divrei Menachem

Parshat[Sh'mot[introducesus[tothe
veryll shortl] accountl] of[! Moshe's
upbringinglin[Egypt.[Alcursoryyiew
oflthis[harrative might[ remindus[of
onell of(] thell classic[ fables([] of[] our
childhood(in[] which(] near(] tragedy
turns(out/tohave(a happy/ending.

For[] all healthy[| baby(] is[! born[] to
seeminglyJanonymous[ parents[][["A
man/fromlthe houselofl Leviland...[a
daughter(] of( | Levi"[] [T! destined, (] of
course,[tol/belldrowned( byl /Par'o's
edict.[ Then,amazingly, nolless[ than
theEgyptianking's/daughter(rescues
thelinfant from amonglthelreedsland
nollesslthan[thelbaby's[trueJewish
mother(isthiredfolsuckle him.

Behind[thelsurface,[of(course,[Wwelsee
theChandofl G d, Divine Providence
that[shapesJewish[Idestiny. For[the
parents’] arel] indeed[] prestigious
leaders[{cf.(Sh'mot(6:16[21,[Midrash).
AndloflthehewbornMoshelitlis[said
that, ["He[was[good"[(ibid[ 2:2).This
expression/mirrors/that'employed/by
Hashem[when!viewingHis[ creations.
Soll nolJ wonder!( that(] the] Midrash
indicates[that(when[Moshe[was/born,
"thelentirehouse([oflIsrael][was(filled
with(light."

Amazingly, Moshe(grew(upunder/the
wingl of(the [Very king[who wished[to
kill[] Jewish[] children.[] To[J cite[] the
Artscrollicommentary:'"Many(designs
arelinaman'stheart/butfthelcounsellof
Hashem/[ [T only ] that[] will[] prevail"
(Mishle(19:21)

Parsihe [Peints 6o Pencer
SH'MOT

I'[(Why[did[Yocheved[dhoose[tb[Hide
Moshel[specificallyid [the [rkeds[nkar [the
sea[2:3)?[MWasn'tLthisCh[Hangerous
place[fo[place[d[Baby,[dven[With[the
sister [Watching?

2) Why[does[G D [tkll[Moshelthat[the
JewsOwillOtake Cclothing[Cfrom Cthe
Egyptians CAND CWILL[PLACELTHEM
ONMYOURMONSIAND [DAUGHTERS
(3:22)?I3n't[dldbviousthatthe[Purpose
oflthelclothingMould [Beltd[clothe [their

families?

3)(Why[lloes[the[Torah[telate[that
GID told[Moshe Lspecifically [ih[Midyan
that[the[people Lvho[anted [ 1o [kill
Moshe[hhd(died[(4:19)?

ParshaPointstoPonder
is(plepared iy Rabbi[Dov([Lipman
who [tdaches [ad [Réishit (Ydrushalayim [add [(Mhchon
Maayan [i(Bbit [sHemesh [ad [is[He [adthor [of
"DISCOVER: [Adswers [far (Tdenagers [{And [Adults) [td
Questions [about [tHe [Jewish ith"@eldheim&H
and CTIMEOUT: [Sports [Stbries [ad (alGhme [Plan [fdr
Spiritual Success" [(Devora)

His (Hhgada [cdmmentary, "SEDER[SAVVY" [will [hé
IY"H [pblished (hy [TArgum [héfore [(Pdsach

ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [irl[tHis liskue
Look [folr [tHem, (it [odly (afker [aTgdod [pdndering

[ArthurlC [Clarke

"Iflh[HistinguishedBcientistbaysthatlbomethinglslpossible,hellsthimostltertainly
right;butlflhelayslthatltsOmpossible,hellslerylprobablylvrong."

QuotednlrhelL ittleBookbH umorouslbuotations,@arragon
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TheOrthodox Union[Miiaits Website [Tfields ‘questionsof @l fypes!in [dreas of (kashrut, Jewish law(and
values. Someof(themlarelanswered byl Eretz Hemdah, theInstitute [for[Advanced [Jewish [Studies,
lerusalem, headed by [Rav[Yosef[Carmelfand[Rav Moshe Ehrenreich, founded (by[HaRav[Shaul [Yisraeli
zt"l, [fo[prepare [rabbanim @nd[dayanim o [Serve [the National [Religious [dommunityin(I5rael [@nd[abroad.
AskThe[Rabbilis[@fjoint Ventureaffthe [OU, Yerushalayim Network, [Eretz[Hemdah... [and the Israel [Center.

@ Ibelieve(that'it(is'a'p’sik teisha (an

unintentional | but | certain!_ result)
that!alcanlopener will fouchthe food while
opening(the can. Therefore, it would seem
to belrequired to tovel (immerse) the opener
before uselwhen!it has been obtained from
alnon'Jew. Yet, 1 have not heard of people
doing|this. Whatlisthe correct practice?

A Rav(ISheshet[(in[JAvodalZara
/ 75b)[seems(to haveposited(that
the[idealofltovelingtensils[(keilim)
hasfoldowiththefact[thattheyWwere
usedJ and[Imay[] contain[]traces ] of
forbiddenfoods. [However, the[gemara
concludesthat[évenmew[keilim must
beltoveled. Inresponse(tothequestion,
then, Cwhy[shearingscissors “do[hot
require(fevila, thegemaralexplains(that
only[kleil seudal (utensils ofl imeals)
requireftevila.

Thelquestionis:[What[is[Special [about
suchkeilim?[Youlseem[founderstand
that(thelissueis(that/suchkeilim[come
in[¢ontact[with[food. Rashi, however,
says(thatlthe wayWwe[can [felltheTorah
isldescribingkleilseudalisthat(it(talks,
inlthelinterconnected [fopic [ofTkasher[]
ingkeilim,@boutMitensilsthaticomelin
contact[ with[fire,[ which, he[says,[is
commonl] specificallyl] for[l food
preparation{orserving)keilim.The
PrillChadash[1(Yoreh[1Deah([1120:1)

questions [the Weracity [0f the[dlaim, s
helsays(that(there @replentyloflutensils
thathave mothingfoldoWwith[foodland
arel Jused[Iwith[lfire.[/Heltherefore,
prefers(the[ Rashba’s[ {Torat[ HaBayit
4:4)explanation[that[sincelthelsame
sectionldiscusses [kasheringutensils for
kashrutlreasons, it refers [fo keilim ith
which[ the[possibility[ofl transfer[ of
tastebetween [fbod [and keilim hakes(d
halachicl| difference.[] This[] logical
approachencourages/[ thesuggestion
that[youlmake:[that[the contact Wwith
the [food, Which[couldpotentiallyhave
caused kashrut[problems (eventhough
in[alspecificlcase everything[iscold
andthereWill(be mo[fransfer), is What
obligateslonelinftevila.

Iflwewere [to look atthe hatter(on(that
semi[pragmaticllevel,[thenl onel could
talk[along[thellines that(youlused. If
there[ ] will[] definitely[] bel] contact
between[the Kkliland [the [food, then [Wwe
should[say(that[ItevilalJis[required.
However, the poskim[takelaldifferent
approach.[Whatever[the[exact[teason
forfunderstanding[fromthe p’sukim
thatwelareldiscussingkleilseuda,the
issue[isCwhat[is[considered [in[that
category. (It[isfruethatlitThas folbela
utensilthat(isfused[directlylin[Telation
tothefood.Thus,Caltripod[(orits
modern(dayléquivalent, [perhaps(hlirivetD]
Ed.])[that[onlylholds[up[the[pot[that
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contains( the[ food[does[ not[ require
tevilal(Shulchan[Aruch,YD[120:4).[A
potlcoverlis[ consideredalklil seuda
becauselthesteam[thatlémanates and
continues[to[linteractwith [the food
touches(thel cover[(Rama,lad[loc.:5).
However,[itlis[mot[thefouching[itself
that(is(thelissue, butwhether(the kli s
consideredtoTbelTused [directlylin
relationtolthe food.

Oneloflthe tases that[illustrates[this

distinction[ is[ your[ question.[ Al can

opener(is(notlintended [tolinteract With

food butfwith(dans, @lbeitiisuallyones

that[hold[ food[ (similar[toltheltripod

above).The [fact(thatltherelis incidental

contact[between[the canlopener and

thefood[Wwhilelopeningis mot[signifi[]
cantenough[to help[definelthe[tan

opener ds @kliWwhosejoblis [folcomelin

contactUwith food. Therefore, A can

opener does mot[tequirelfevilalévenif
therelis[a[p’sikfeishal(HilchotTevilla

(Cohen)T1:171).

Anotherlcaselin[point,[thisone[going
infthe direction(0flstringency, [is [that lof
altray[upon[whichlonelalways places
aluminum/(foil [or[cookie[sheetsBefore
puttingon[the[food. In(this ¢case, one
would viewlit(ds [the fray[is Beingused
tolholdlthefoodlas[itlisbeingbaked,
justlas[wewould[viewlit(ifthereWere
not[allining[keparating[ between[the
twoloflthem[(ibid.[1:4,based[on[Rav
S.Z.[0Orbach).[Only[ifTthe$eparation
would“beCsignificantenoughto[Tbe
considered[] al] separate[] entity,[] as
opposed(fo@lining, would Wwe [Saythat
theltraylishot[made for[holding[the
food[and[would it bel exempt[ from
tevilal(ibid.).[While thislgxplanation ik

not[unanimously/held,webelievelitlto
belcorrect.

Since[1930, [the [Mumber [df[planets[id [dur
solar[d system[] has[] been[] 9.1 Some
TTreaders[iightChe amiliar Cvith[(My
Very[Energetic[MotherJust[Served[Ws
Necterine[Bie[ak [alshnemonicldevice [fbr
thelplanets(id [their [drderfdom [the [SLin.

Well,[dow[she[list[derves[dectarines[Tl
Pluto[Was[decently [skripped [df[its[skatus
as[d[planetCdnd[given[dhe[donsolation
appellation [df"Hwarflplanet".[(Bomething
toldo With[thefihding[Iihd [the [pbtential
of(furtherfindings[[Bf[dther Bodies[ih
the[fir[deaches[dflthelsblar [system[that
would[dIso[ldeserve"[planet[dtatus.[So
thelguidelines[fbr[Blanet[Were[dhanged,
and[PlutoWas[demoted.

Be[that[ds[it[hay,[the[planets[that[dre
visible (ko [lthe Chaked Cleye Chave [had
Hebrew [bames [fbr[allbng[time.[Mercury
isLCHAMA, [Venus[[s[INOGA, [Earth [k
ERETZ,[MarsLlis[IMA'DIM,JupiterLis
TZEDEK, Shturnid[SHAB'TAI.

Uranus[ahd [Nleptune [(And [Pluto) [(Had[do
Hebrew[d names[] [ justC] Hebrew
pronunciations[dfltheir [regular” [dames.
This[hasHustLdhanged (or [(Wranus[dnd
Neptune[When[the[Jowers[that[Bel(hs
far[ds[dew[Hebrew[Words[dnd[dames)
together [Iwith[Jastronomers[Jand[an
internetYote, Ctame[lip[Wwith[(Hebrew
names[for[theseldistant[planets.

Uranus[3[ORONI)IIN, [cheaningTiktle
light[(Uranus[rkflectsrklatively [Mitle Might
of (#he Bun[At[A[distance[dbf[AImost[3
billion[#m)[@And Meptune [B[RACHAVI
aAN3, bhmed[fbr(alskamhonster [dfJéwish
legend [(tonsistent[With[the[drigin[dflthe
name[Neptune).

BTW, [planets[id[Hebrewlafe
139 »2995[KOCHAVEITECHET;
singular:[ROCHAVIECHET

| -
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TheMidwives’
Importantijobs

Having(recently[stood by thel[sidelof(a
midwifeCin[thellabor’roomandseen
thelimportance(offalcompetent,(¢caring
midwife(] in[J the[J progression] of[] a
naturalldelivery,(this[week[the[verses
in[1thelIportion(Ithat(talkJabout[the
midwives[ caughtl my[attention. Par'o
inChis[Jplans(tolldeal with[the Jews
instructs the midwivestokillallthe
malebabies(on(thebirthing(stones.

Forsomeonelwhoselroleis[to[help
bring(J lifel] intolJ thelJ world,[] being
instructed( tolkill thebabyl goes( very
muchlagainst(the[grain.[Andlyet[Par'o
is(therulerCofthecountry.(Who(are
theyltolstand up(torhim? And yetthe
M'YALDOT rdid'notfollow hislinstruc]
tions.[MThe[ME'AMILO'EZ['even[says
thatl PU'Al screamed( at Par'o[ for[his
decree.

ButRashilbringsanotherlexplanation
tolJthisClnameJPU'ALI(1:15).01tisDa
depictionLof the[task of the midwife.
SHIFRAIM'SHAPERETETIHAVLAD
—[Herljoblis[L'SHAPEIR = tolimprove
thellchild.[JTollmakelIsurellthat(the
newborn(] survivesland(] comes[]out
healthy.[1 And(1 PUAD -0 PUA
UMDABERETILAVLAD ITtalks[to(the
baby(1Tlike[those[whol[calm[alcrying
baby.(1ItT1seems(from(Therel(lthatla
midwife'sCjoblis[justlaboutthelbaby.

TheJTalmudrelates[1(Shabbat(131a)
thatCone Loftheiquestions[posed[ito
HillelJ theJ Elder(] byl an[] annoying
potentiallconvertCiwas[*whylarethe
heads(Jof(1Babylonians'misshapen(’—
Hillellanswered[{+-[becauseltheydon't
havelsmartimidwives.(In(this(story(the
midwife[didn't dolthelutmostitolmake
surelthelbabylcameloutlatlits(best.

Butl] thisl] explanationl] byl! Rashi
bothered(me.In(theexplanation(ofithe
midwives'hamesaccordingto[Rashi
wel]only[l seel] onel] aspect(] of(] the
midwife'srole [ that of [ dealing[with
thelbaby's(welfare.[But havinglstood
next(tol thel midwife'and"havingher
givellmelltasks(/tolldolIto[help[ithe
laboringlmother(progress(with(labor,l
saw![that[the[midwifealsoldealswith
thelaboringCwoman.’Shelgivesher
confidencel] tol] continue, ] helps( her
conservell herlJ energyll and(] usell it
efficientlyl1and(Jtries[1to(] protect(Ithe
motherCfromJanyphysicallJdamage.
AccordingtolIRashilIthis[laspect[|of
midwiferylisn't[portrayed inthehames
ofJtheImidwives[Imentioned[Jin[Jour
portion.

Solwelcanlask[IIfDoes(theljobLofthe
M'YALEDET (+-Imidwifehaveanything
tol1 dol] with(] the[] laboring[] mother?
Maybelour(translation[of (M'YALEDET
asmidwife +fwith[theCfwoman”[*+[is
notl] reallyl] correct?] Maybell the
midwife's responsibilityCisjust[tolthe
baby?OrCmaybeltheUewish[iwvomen
inC EgyptllinClthosel] days[]were(lso
speciall] asl] mentionedl] byl the
M'YALDOT "themselvestolbrushCoff
P'aro(1:19) [+ KICCHAYOTIHEINA+
Beforel thel midwife [ gotJthere[]the
JewishlJlwomen[had(ldelivered(Itheir
babiesbyllthemselves.[IMaybelthey
reallyC didn't[] need(] thel helpofJa
midwife —[1theylwere[] all[] able[ to
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managel] onl] their(J ownl] and( the
midwife'sCjob[Wwasljust(tolcare[forithe
baby.

IfoundanCanswer to[myLquestionlin
twol commentators[ [ Abarbaneland
Malbim.[Bothsaylthatl therelareltwo
aspects[toltheljoblof(almidwife.[ The
Malbim(says!thatlItherel]werelltwo
typesofmidwives[—those who[sat
with(the[woman(tolhelp[getthe baby
out[+~landlthelotherswholdealt with
thelbabyrafterlitrtwasloutlandlcut(the
umbilical [lcordJand[lother[Inecessary
task.

ThelAbarabanel(seesla hint/tolthetwo
types[of(M'YALDOT (who(worked[as(a
team( inCJ theirl names.] Onel] was
SHIFRAT —[1 thel] onell whol] would
L'SHAPEIRIHAVLADI+[ care[ for[ the
welfareof[ the hew[babytolbelborn.
Thelotherwas[IPU'Al—whose(ljob
would[betolhold theflwoman(inLlabor,
talktolher,calmher,landencourage
her(tolpray.[All_of(theselare[important
tasksJinJthel[l femalel] profession]of
M'YALEDET.

CASTOROIL
OR/BLACKILICORICE

Al woman(] whosell laborl] is[] not
progressing(! mayl] bel told(] by[1 her
midwifetotake[somelcastorloil.[Don't
worry[ITIfam[nhotLgiving[youlalrecipe
forcastorloilfolserve atlyour[Shabbat
tablebut(1did[read[thatlif youlcook
any(kindlof(beans[with[a[bit of castor
oil,[itCreduces(thelchancesfor[flatu[l
lencelIThavingl excessivel gaslinlthe
digestivetract.[Add[a(bit of_ castorLoil
(uplto2(Tbsp)tolyourfavorite[¢chulent
recipeandseelif[itCmakes[aldiffer(]
ence.[If[yoularelafraidyour(preganant
(andloverdue)lguestsimight_.complain

(though(J they(l shouldn't[] tastel] the
difference)l] you[l can[l servel black
licorice] instead.[l ItC] contains(] the
chemicalll glycyrrhizin, I which [ stimu(J
lates[ the[ productionof thehormone
prostaglandin,[] whichJ canl induce
labor.

#& Sometimes the very ugliness of certain
problems prevents us from drawing close
enough to them to solve them, but those
are the kind that are in most crying need of
solution. We must force ourselves to over
come our aversion and come to grips with
them.

From['A[CandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein

AlCandlelbyDayTheAntidote®TheWorld[DfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[At[D54[209[P200
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

Parshat Sh'mot
Sleepless Nights!

Canlyoulsleeplatnight? Therelisso
much(troublelin(theworld. Violence,
wars(] largel] and[] small,[7 natural
disasters, [disease.[Welall[personally
knowmanylwholarelsuffering[atithis
verylmoment.[Somelarelfriendsrand
acquaintances(livinglinCplainCsight.
Otherslarelindividualslinthe media,
peoplelwhoselpainiwelseelportrayed
dailylonitheleveningmews.

MtrisCperfectlyrunderstandableltorbe
unableltolsleepratinight.r'Yetmostrof
usdo manage!( tol sleeplquite well.
WelallChaveldevelopedlaltepertoire
offdefenselmechanisms’designedto
enablelus(tolkeeptheseltroubles
fromOourCiconsciousness.[Welhave
compartments(] inJ our(] minds(] into
whichlwel can(deposit/ thel suffering
oflothers, somehow sealed and kept
fromlimmediaterawareness.

Butltherel arelthoseamong usiwho
cannotsleep, forthepainLof others
keepsithemawake. Theirlempathylis
solgreat(thatthe[sufferinglof others
istheirfownrsufferingfandtannotbe
compartmentalized, “oreventempo(]
rarilyforgotten.

Indeed,ratherIthantry[tol shield
themselves[] fromJ others'[] travails,
theyseekloutthoselotherslinCorder
torwitnessrtheirsuffering.[Theydo
notstoplwithCmerelobservationCand
compassion,butCactively attemptto
alleviaterthersufferingtheywitness.

SuchlalpersonwasMoshe[Rabeinu,
tolwhomwelarelintroducedlin(this
week's(Torah(portion, Sh'mot.

Moshelwas(Ttaisedlinrtheverylaprof
luxury.[Helwas(rearedlas[aprincelin
alfoyallpalace,hisfosterimotherthe
daughterrCofPar'oChimself.rHe grew
upllinClallprotectedJenvironment(lin
which(] hel] was(] ablel] to[] remain
unaware(] of,[J and[J] could[] certainly
ignore, [/the[plight[]of( his[enslaved
brothers.

ButThelchoseltordolotherwise.[The
veryffirstiselffinitiatedactionoffwhich
welreadlinlthelaccount ofTMoshe's
lifefisThislinquirylintothelconditionrof
his[J enslaved(] kinsfolk.[]1 "...When
Moshehadgrown(up,hewentloutfo
his(] brothers(]and(] withessed(] their
labors..."[{Exodus(2:11).[Heldid[not
havelltolgollout;[ThellcouldThave
remained( in[] his[] protected(] royal
quarters.] Hel[] did[J not[] havell to
"witness";[lhellcouldhavellshut[his
eyeslorlusedanyofithemethodswe
usel] tol] shield[ ourselves(] against
seeingwhatwelgomotwantfolsee.

ButlthatlwashotCMoshe.[In[Rashi's
poignant phrase,["Hel[gaveloverlhis
eyeslandlhisheart[tosufferalong
with(them."Helcould[notisleep.

Wel] often] wonder[] about] what
qualifiedO0Moshe forthe Cleadership
roleChelwas[ destinedtolattain.[For
that[1 matter, 1 more(] generally,[1 we
speculatel] as] tolJ whatlJ qualifies
anyone(forleadership.

TheoriesJofthe JelementsCofCJgood
leadershipllabound.Stephen[ Covey
haswritten(Jallbook[Jon(this[very

OUlsraelCenterTT891 2 16 #® TheSH'MOT[m'vorchim](5770(ssue



subjectlentitled The[Eighth[Habit.[In
it"heroffersCarchart, ‘brieflyr’summar’
rizing1nollless(]than(]twenty(]such
theories, (with[allist ofChundreds(of
bookslon(theiopic.

Theltheories(frangefrom("great/man"
theoriesCwhichlcontendrthatleaders
are[borntolleadershipbecauseof
theirlinnate(gifts. 1ButIMoshe! lhad
innate Jhandicaps OwhichlincludedCa
speechidefect.

Otherltheories(stress(thelmotivations
offleaderstollead.MosesTinsistently
and(] consistentlyl]l shunned(] the
leadership(role.

Stilllothertheories[stressthe powers
ofJ persuasion(] and(] thel] gift() of
popularity.[7 Neither[] characterized
Moshe.[1 Hell hadll nol] apparent
charisma,] nol] formal(l leadership
training, [ nol career aspirations,and
nolspeciallvisionLotherthanthelone
shown(tolhim(by(God.

OfJ allr] thel] theories] onl] Covey's
comprehensivellist,loneseems[tofit:
theltheorylof('servantlleadership”,(a
theoryiwhichllimplies(IthatTleaders
primarilyllead(by servinglothers.[The
primary(]characteristics of JsuchJa
leader(] includel] listeningl1 and
empathy.[Thesewereldemonstrated
byMoshelinthisvery(firstiventurelout
offtheToyallpalace.

Thelcharacteristics of Jsuch[leader[
shipCalsolincludeaCcommitmentto
others'Cgrowth.[IMoshe's[Tleadership
can(belseen(aslallifellongprocess(of
commitmentitollothers'Tigrowth:(to
their(freedomfrom(slavery,toltheir
spirituallconditions, [ to[ theirlordinary
needs,andtotheir(moraland(ethical

education.

SomeofJusstriveJto[bellleaders.
Most[of JusJarellcontentJtollleave
leadershiptolTothersyetstriveTto
know[ God, tolknow[our[own[souls,
and(tol[benefitlotherslin(somelsmall
way.

Thellesson( of( thellife[ of_ Moshelis
that('both[thegrand(leadership[ that
somellofJuslIseekJandJtheJmore
modest[goalsloflalllwholarelspiritul
allyCmotivated( can["be"achieved( by
"going(] outl] tol1 our(] brothers] and
witnessing(theiricondition".

Itimayrcostlusrsleeplessinights,Dutlit
willlbringlusrenlighteneddays.

Inithewordsloffanfanonymouspoet:
"I'sought my God'and my God 1 could not find.
I'sought my soul'and my'soulleluded ine.
I'sought\my brother to'Serve him'inhis need,

AndI foundall three Tiny God, iy soul,and thee."
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The Burning Bush: Symbol of Jewish Suffering and Survival

Guestlarticlelby Rabbi [Ephraim[Sprecher Dean(of(Students,[Diasporall eshiva

Whydid(Gld(first reveal himself( to
Mosherinrarburningthornibush?The
Midrash(saw(this[aslevokingabroad
rangel! of(] symbolicl| themes[! and
propheticl visions[J forJ thell future
destiny[ofithe[JewishPeople.

Rabbeinul] Bachyall regards(] the
burningbushrasrarevelationthatour
nation, (] despite(] its(] hardships, (] is
eternal.[YThelburningbush(conjures
upthelimagelofralowlymationfinfiron
chains,[] constantly(] aflame(] with
suffering.['ThreatenedlonCallsides,
againstlallCodds,theUewishpeople
continuel] tol1 endurel] miraculously
among(theirlenemies."

This[] interpretation( is() found(] in
Midrash(Sh'mot,regarding the[Exile
infEgypt:MJustrasthebushburnsibut
is(not consumed,so(too, Egypti(and
Iran)J can’'tt) destroy( thell Jewish
people."

Yetanotherlexplanationfof(Rabbeinu

Bachya(follows therlinefofTfRambam.

Seeing(] the[] burning bush(] reprel]
sentedMoshe's[strivingtolconceptu(]
alize[GId,whichlledtolhis[achievel]
ment[] of[1 prophecy.[1 According(] to

RabbeinuBachya, 'theburningbush

representsiimatterllin[ theJuniverse,

whichlremainslunconsumed(]even

thoughlitlis[cloaked(in(Heavenly(fire.

MoshelJinvestigated(thel]way(that

formandmattericombinefoproduce

innovationClin[thelluniverse,andhe

found(Gld(the[Creatortolbethe root

offalllexistence.

Thislinterpretation(Jis[ lembodied(in
the[Midrash,asfwell[{Sh'mot[Rabba
1:9),1"From[thelburninglbushwe
learn(thatholplace,evenlalbush,lis
devoid[T of ] the(1 Divine[l Presence."
Nonetheless, Therellvarious1Jewish
schools(]of(lthought[branchJout(lin
differentldirections.

The[Chassidism[of( the[ Ba'al Shem
Tovl) understands(! this(] ideal] as
meaningthatCholplacelisdevoid of
the[Divinel Presence,includingl both
lightl andll darkness(] (good(1 and
seemingly[] negative] phenomena).
Thislidealfinds[ clearexpressionlin
Degell] Machaneil] Efrayim(] on[] Ki
Teitzeilregardingthelverse,'lfCyou
comelacrosslalbird's/nest"[(Devarim
22:6).

"ICheard(from[JmyCgrandfather(and
master((the[1Ba'al['Shem[Tov)(ithat
the[1ShechinalldescendsIfromthe
highestltolthelowestllevel.lAndlthat
thisUis[the[Imeaning[oflthelIverse
(Nechemiah9:6),"Yoursustainlthem
all".CEvenCwhenanrindividualsins,
hel is[] stillll surrounded(] byl the
Shechina, CwithoutCwhichChoperson
wouldhavetheOpowerJto[perform
anylact,’evenitolmovelalmuscle. ltlis
thatCiwhich[JsustainsThim, Cinvesting
himwithrenergyrandriife.This[is,as
ittwere, [theShechinalin(exile."

This[idealarousedgreat_opposition
from[thelVilnalGaon, andlis onelof
thelfactors(that(ledltolthe[persecul]
tiond andd excommunication] of
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Chassidism.[Atlthelendlof[ Metzaraf
Ha'Avoda, OweJfindJquotedJallletter
from[the[Ba'al[HaTanyal  whol offers
anlJinldepthJ analysis[ of ] the [ two
views. Hel[explainsthe view[of the
Vilnall Gaon[lthat[]onellshould[]not
interpret'No(placelis[devoidof Him"
literally, "butCratherCinthellsenselof
Yeshayahu(6:3:"Thelwholelearthris
full) of ] His [ glory," (] meaning(] that
hashgachar3[Divine[Providencel+[is
everywhere.[THe[notes(Tthat[las(Ta
result] of(] this(] contention,[] the
Chassidicrworks[ToldosTand["Shiv[]
cheiBa'allShem(Toviwerelburned.

Thel] Sefas[1 Emes[] clarifies(] this
Kabbalisticlidealinvariousways.For
him,1thel] statement(] "nol]placellis
devoidioflthe[Shechina"[points[tolthe
purposelof galut(Cexile[~nhamely,
that(llsrael musteverywhere(reveal
theDivine[Light.(Galutlis from[the
samel oot asrhitgalutrCrevelation.
Through(] thell dispersion(! of(] the
Jewish[people, "G[d's[ will lbecome
revealedJeverywherelJandiconcern(]
ingleverymatter."

Helexplains[thattheburningbush
symbolizeslholinessburningbrightly
despite(the[presencelofthellthorns";
i.e.,thelprofane.Moshewaspuzzled
by thelholy(fire's[lendurancelin(the
facel of(] thesell "thorns",[] yet[1 Gld
wishedltolldemonstratelithatTeven
withintheveryldepthsiofidarknesslis
storedlalgreat(light,laslin(thelverse
(Sh'mot] 1:12),00 "Thell morel] the
Egyptians] oppressed] them, the
more[ thelIsraelites[ proliferated and
spread."

Our(Sages, interpreting[the burning
bush, statel thatjust asl alrosebush

producesbothflowersand[thorns,
so[toothe JewishpeopleJproduce
both(1 great(] Tzadikim(1 and(terrible
sinners.

Thel visionJ of ] theJ burning bush
therefore'makes(iclear(the [ Jhistoric
andCspiritual_essenceof(lsrael, the
phenomenon] of(] goodJ andl] evil
confrontinglleachJotherlland(1GId's
promisel(Vayikra[26:44), "I "willTnhot
growlsoldisgustedwith'themhorso
tiredJof( themthat[lCwould"destroy
them."

Moshellwas[Isollimpressed( by the
greatness(] of(] the(] vision[] of(] the
burningbushthatThelsaid[(Sh'mot
3:3),["Cwill turnaside to[seel this
great(] sight."(] Thel] burning(1 bush,
symbolof(Jewishsuffering,'wasa
harbingerloflour(futuresuccess,i.e.
thatCIsrael will_exist forever,  despite
thelthreatsiofithePresidentrofriran.

OUlsraelCenterTT891 2 19 # TheSH'MOT[m'vorchim][5770(ssue

Press(Release from the OU

OU Shnayim MikraProgram of Aliya by Aliya Parsha Study foadd
GefenPublishing's NewEnglish[Targum Onkelos, beginning with[Sh'mot

Aslthe(Jannual [ /Torah[Icyclel begins ! lits
second(] book,[ ] Shemot[] (Exodus), ] the
Orthodox [ Union’shew[ and[ increasingly
popular Shnayim[Mikral[lprogram,lin
which[leach[lweekly[ Iportion[Jis[Istudied
online[] aliyalbylaliya,[] will[] addl] a
component | ofl ] Targum[] Onkelos, ] the
Aramaic ! translation/commentary | Jon[ Ithe
Torah, [ tolits[variety ofl study[ materials.
Thel] program(] canl] bel[] accessed[] at
www.ouradio.org/mikra

The[1OU’s Shnayim[/Mikrallprogram
derives(its namel from[ f*Shnayim[ Mikra
v’Echad(Targum,” [fthe text twice(and [the
translation[lonce” [/[[the[ requirement( to
readleach[JTorah[portion/ itwice[Jin[Jthe
original (Hebrewandoncelin the Targum.
Now, ] select[] commentaries[] from[] the
Targum(will beladdedinder(the heading
oflfV’Echad[Targum”, fo [further[énhance
one’s[understanding(oflthe parsha.

Thel Targuml is[ popularly[attributed[tola
second[c¢entury( convertl named[ Onkelos,

oftenlidentified(as[Aquilas, [the nephew[of
the Cemperor[ Titus. |According[ to[ Rabbi
Jack CAbramowitz, [Associate Director[of
the[] OU’s[] Pepal] and[] Rabbill Joseph
Karasick[] Department[] ofl] Synagogue
Services[ | and[the[ coordinator(]ofl] the
program,[1“Along[Jwith[/Rashi,[] Targum
Onkelos(lis[ iconsidered ! the commentary
parLexcellence[on[the[ Torah.Itlis ‘imuch
more[ than[] mere[] translation; -] Onkelos
sheds new ! lighton[the meaning[ ofl the
verses. [ The[ commentary( tolbel provided
willCexplainl some[ ofl Targum/ Onkelos’

novellinterpretations, [so[peoplel¢anwork
them[Jinto [Jtheir[llearning[Jand[lgain[lan

understandinglofl Jand [ lappreciation[for
whatlexactlyOnkelos(does.”

Targum(] Onkelos[] was[] added [ to[] the
program(Jwhen[/RabbilDr.[IStanley[ /M.
Wagner, [ colduthor[with[RabbiDr.[Israel
Drazin[ bfl the[ five[volume[ **Onkelos on
theTorah: [Understanding[the[Bible[Text”
(Gefen[Publishing[House, [Jerusalem/NY)
contacted[] Rabbil] Abramowitz[] about
incorporating( | materiall] from[] their
heavilylannotated[ work[into[the program
toleéncourage[people [to studyOnkelosdand
thus(tol fulfill the[ obligation[ ofl Shnayim
Mikral] to[] thel] fullest.[] “Well asked
ourselves,”[RabbiDrazinléxplained, “'why
itlwasl[that(the Talmudic[sages/mandated
theJ weekly ] review (| ofl] the[ | Chumash
through(theleyes[ofl this[translator? ' Why
did[7so['many[]ofl Ithe[]greatest[]Jewish
commentators3-[Rashi,[Nachmanidesand
Maimonides | among[ | them[ | —[Irely[]on
Onkelos[ for[ their[ understanding/ of! the
Torah? IWhat[we[ldiscovered [ was[that,
despitel] the proliferation( ofl ] midrashic
works[“and [lcommentaries,and [ notwith ]
standing[] the[] exegeticall] creativity[] of
countless[éxpositors, [they! felt/that[it[was
necessary/for(allthosewho love[Torah!(to
understand(its[p’shat, [ the(literal (meaning
ofl Scripture. [Onkelos[ was[ designatedas
thetranslatorwho [is (most teliable [ for an
understandingofithe(p’shat.”

“But[1wel discovered,”[]Rabbill Wagner
added, [“that[despite Ithe[ lliteralnessof
Onkelos, (he[veered from[the[p’shatmore
than[10,000(times [in[the [Chumash.[While
heleschewedlincluding/legendary(material
in(his(franslation, [or(theology, [or(halachic
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decisions, (he Gvas[$o[anxious [fo[havelhis
reading[! audiencel] understand[] and
appreciate[ Torah[thatlhe(¢larified[Verses,
evenliflit[meant/straying[from(their(literal
translation. [With[the[addition  of this new
feature[Ito[Jthe[JOU’s Shnayim[Mikra
program, [ wel feell that( participants will
learn[] why[] Onkelos[] was[] so[] highly
regarded, landCwill[be[lenriched [ by[ the
manyl | contributions] hel] madel] to
understanding(thebiblical[text.”

As[for[why[the new [ material "is[being
added[tolthe Shnayim[ Mikralprogram
starting[ ] with[] Parshat[] Sh'mot,[] Rabbi
Abramowitz(said,[‘'Not(only[doesthe[start
oflalhew[book[ provide us[ with[alhice,
clean(segue,the[Word[Sh'mot[in[Hebrew
isl]anlJanagram(]for Shnayim[] Mikra
v’Echad(Targum.”

For(furtherlinformation:
www.ouradio.org/shnayim_mikra

Thelbnelmissinglfromlthelbeven

LD1, LD2, YLI, YL2, YB2, YL5, YR2, AY3, Peresh

ArtScrolliSeries ® MesorahlPublications Ltd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

Mount[Sinailand(abBush(on (it

Basket, [milk[nbde, [thelehrth

PrelExodus(and(when, [did(they(dlolthis?

Once,[R’[Avraham [df[Sochachov[Was[ih
great[ldistressClwhen[he[failedto
understandCh[TTalmudic[passage,[hnd
burstCnto[tears.[ Bomehow,he[wvas
helped[ffom[Bleaven[dnd[He[dvercame
his[problem.[Brom[then[dn,[Whenever
he[Was[fhced Wvith [thajor LproblemsLih

understanding[domething[He [Was[éarn[]

ing,Lhe[vouldChray[ to[[Hashem[hnd
burstlihto[tears[ds[He[Beseeched [(Him
for[Help.[Thdeed,[(He [Was[dften[Helped
from[dnHigh.

Once,[ds[B’[Avraham[Was[Ikarning,[He
was[faced [Wvith[A[particularly Cdifficult
topic, Llwhich[he UsimplyCcould[Cnot
resolve.[Binally,[(he[prayed[1o[Hashem
for[guidance[dnd[Beganldrying[Bitterly
becauseldfhis[ahguish.

Seeing[] this,[ his[ father[id Idw, [ the
Kotzker, [shid[to [Him,[SAvraham,[When
youldon't[linderstand[3omething,[ the
solution[id[nbt[plrayer.[As difficult[ab[the
topiclid, [ybulhhve[tb[uke [ybur[chind[ahd
your[bgic, [dnd [youlust[dolve[ikLdn

your[dwn.”
5

Once,[When[tivo[Momen[Were[Walking,
Rav[Aryeh[evin[chme[upBehind[them.
They[slowed[down [tb (It [Him [pass, [Hut
he[Had[skopped[Walking. [Softly, (He tbld
them,Othere [ [d[Ritten LdrinkingChilk
ahead[f[is,[dnd [MMWould[Huggest[ive
wait[allittle, [sb[ab[nbot[tb [fdighten [id."
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Praying
with[Passion

Excerpted(dand Weprinted Wwith permissionofltheduthor

Thisseek'sFocus: MOdeh[ANI "It's @reat [tb[Helalive!"

NP 127,7R03 NHWI 3 PUOTY 072177 TR, TI07 "I 1TI/ATin

Simpletranslation: I gratefully
thank[You, [@ Miving[ahd[eternal (ing, br
Youlhave[deturnedCiny [doul Lvithin Cihe
with[Ckompassion [ TIIThbundantUs[our
faithfulness.

EssentialCJconcept: Hakarat
HaTov(@cknowledging[thelgbod)

Gratitude[] arises[] when[J all person
acknowledges[the[good[that[has[been
doneforhim.TheCword LIMODEH
contains[al]Jéw’s[akknowledgement[that[if
is[HaShem [Whol[glves [him [alnew[dase [dn
life [@very [mhorning, [ahd [dur[gratitude [fbr
this[magnificent(dhily[gift.

Deeper ] meaning:[ ] Onel[1may
wonder, [does[G[dlneed[dur[gratitude? (T
Gld[§ives[Ho[AndWithholds[(from[Man
according[toHis[dalculations[df[What[i$
bestlih [the[dverall[stheme, Mhy[should[al
person[Helgrateful?[Thelahswer[tb[these
questions[is[that[ve, Chot[GId [benefit
fromLdurHense[dflgratitude.[Appreciall
tion[dflwhat[dnelib [diven[i[the [Rey[tb
finding[happiness[dnd[3atisfaction.[One
who[Has[doldppreciation[dan[deverfkel
satisfied. [(The[Torah[[the[Hourcefrom

which[We[ldarn[that[ghatitude[id[gbod [fbr
the[dneWho ik [grateful lITHo [huch[do
that[he[should[nurture[thisf@eling[even[if
theFecipient[bflhis[Cpratitude[kannot
perceive[it.[This[$[[lustrated hen[Gd
told[Moshe[[Rabeinu[toCtommand[his
brother[Aharon[ib[ihitiate[the[dlague [df
blood[ith[the [Waters[df[Egypt.[Why [id[this
command[to[Jbe[Jexecuted ] through
Aharon[dather[dhan[directly[By[Moshe?
Rashiléxplains[this[ik[(Becausethe[diver
protected[Moshe[RabbeinulWhen[He[Was
castlihto[it[ds[dn[ihfant.[Because[it[Had
benefitedChim,Che[OvasChot[hsked[to
personally[dast[d[plague [dpon[theldiver.
G considered] Moshe’s[] debt[] of
gratitude[tb[the[rlver[tb[Be[dflslich[gleat
value[that[ He[ khifted [khe[mantel Cof
leadershipbr[this[epic[demonstration[df
Divine[power.[Even[ifLdoing[dovould
make [JMoshe [appear CweakerUin Chis
position, [dhe[disk Was[Worth[dhe[Price,
just[do[that[the[grimacy[df[the[drait[df
gratitude Mrould Bk [Mustrated fdr(all [time.
Obviously, LthisLdisplay Lof[gratitude [dvas
notlfbrlthelrlver’slshke.[ThelriverWould
never[know.[dtCvas[for[the[kake [ bf
Moshe, Cland Chll OofClus Cwho Clare Chhis
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students, [tb[idculcate[idto [dur[Rearts.

Halacha:[Before[dettingLdut[df[Bed
(evenWhileLstill ing[down) [drLstarting
any[Jother[ conversation [ or[activity,
including[Washing[Hands,[Wel[declare[dur
gratitude[tb [Hlashem[fbr[deturning[s[tb
life.CThinkingCofCAnd[(Ehanking[Hashem
immediately[] upon[] awakening[] helps
ensurelthat[dne’s[dayHegin [With [Roliness
and[shnctity.

More:[Onel[fecitesTModeh [AniClipon
awakeninglih[the [norning[do [dcknowl L
edgelthat[ifid[Hashem Who[hhs[givenhim
aldewl[Iéase[dnlife. [The[Tatter (Mords[df
Modeh[Ani[dre[ffom[theMerse[ih[Bicha
3:23,Theydre[dewlih[the[thornings...”
TheMerse[theans[that[dach[thorning[the
Holy[One, [ Blessed [ be [ He[fulfills Chis
faithful[dommitment[tb [ceturn [sbuls[that
were[] entrusted[] to[] Him[J overnight.
Therefore,[ Modeh[Ani[tefers[ ol the
morninglawakening[@nd[it[i3[the[dustom
not[tol tecite[Modeh [ Anilafter[d[hap
takenduring[Clthe [day. [IHowever, Lhe
should[Wash hishhnds.

Visualize:[Alive!” [thelthan[thought
as[he[#ubbed[hisCéyes[And[3hook[the
cloudinessLout[df[his[Head.[TAlive!”he
acknowledgedChs[he[istened[ko[khe
‘whoosh’CofChisCdwn [Breath Ctushing[ih
and[CbutCbflChisChostrils,Chnd [(feltCthe
strong, [Steady[Pounding [df[the[Beart[ih
his[chest.[He[shtlUplih[Hed, [tharvelinglak
the[nobility Lof[his[Tegs[ds[dhey[dwung
around[tb[the[floor, [Ahd [the[skrength [df

hisChackCas[he[CpulledClip[CRo[A8itting
position.[ He[heard[the[birds[thirping
loudlyCodn[2he[dree[branchCbutside [his
window.[The[3un’s[éarly[inorning[tays
illuminated[theldrawn[shades.

“I'maliveid the Morld, Iphrtlcfithe [iling
world!” [the mhan[ekulted. [T oday [Tl [hhve
another[day [tb [Hug[mhy[children, [t [chake
my Wife [shnile, [tb [pray [tb [G [dlaihd [greet
my[deighbors[dnd [dun[thy [Business[dnd
learn[T orah[And[énjoy[d[good [dup Lf
coffee!”

He[knew[that[haybe[Gt[CvouldCbhe[h
difficult[ Hay [filled Cwith Chet[backs[Chnd
obstacles,[drlhaybelit[Would[He[dlgreat
day,Lor[AlittleCdf[both. NoLmatter
what[thelday[Would[Bring,[However,
he[Was[thrilled [tb [Be [alphrt [df[id, [tb (Rave
yet[Another[¢hance[Ho[ry [his[best[Ho
make [his[mark[dn the World.

Before[gettingLbutLbfl bed[hllCkhese
thoughts[shot[through His [hind i [allfew
brieflskconds.[With [alheartBursting[With
gratitude, (He[spoke[His [first(Words[dflthe
day:[MODEH[ANILFANECHA...

Onel[ight[Fead[this[Hescription[hnd
assume[that[this[chan [(Had [juist[rkcovered
fromaterribleCillnessClorClnarrowly
escaped[ deathlin[Ahearakcident.[But
why [Would [dne[assume [that? [The [gift[df
life [id (oot [dnly [pkreciousWhenlidlidlskenlid
contrast[tb[thelthreat[df[ihjury[dr[death.
It[i3[Preciousall[dnids[dwn, [dvery[single
day;[With[AewCinoments[Cof[thought,
each[dfls[danHegin[durlday[filled [With
theltkue, [all[ehcompassing[Happiness[that
only[Hakorat[HaTovlchn[Bring.

The (mission[oflthe V’Ani[Tefillah(Foundation
is(tolincreaseawareness/oflthe [importance [and [power(ofltefillahland
tolprovideleducation, linspiration, dnd[tools formore [sincere, [powerful,
andleffective tefillah. ((www.prayingwithfire.org)
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Thelextralsilen¢[ALEF

An[ALEFUkCSilentCénough,[Chaving[Cho

consonantal [sound; (At [kast[it[i$ (depre [

sented[Iby [the Clvowel Csound Uit Cis
attached[td.

But[not[sb [fbr[all[ALEFs.[Somehhve o
vowel[{and[bthers[have[ their[Yowel
usurped TBut[We're[dot[thlking[dbout
thoseLih[this[Wveek'sCdolumn)[dnd[dre
thereforetotally[silent.[1They[ldon't
contribute[tb[the[gronunciation[dflthe
word[At[all. [{TheyStill Cbelong[there
because[dflMderb[doots,[But[that[too i}

another[idsue.)

Here'sChnUinterestingClexample[from
Parshat[ISh'mot.Uinteresting, [ lbecause
how[the[ [lwordUis[CIpronouncedClcan
change[thellintended Cineaning[bfL the
word.

The[thidwives[(Bhifralahd[Bu'ah) [feared
Gd

LETERINT TN SR N

VAMIREMNA [hccentldn[the [TRE THyl[]

lable). (N0t CVALTIR [ENA, Civhich Cinight
be[dempting[do[day, [dince[it[gives[the
ALEF[d[presencelthlbeit,linwarranted,
in[dhisCdase). [(WAMIRENALheans[dnd
they[SAW, Mot @hd they [FEARED.

o[Bat[Par'o'sChamedhter [Gh[Tanach Gk
BITYA, [not[Batya.

Parshe Podnts G0 Pencder

Suggestedlahswers

1O Thed S'forno explains[] that
Yocheved[] understood[] that[ the
decree[ffom[Par'o[tb[Have[the[Baby
boys[lthrown[linto[lthe[ keal lwas
somehow[d[deflection[df[d[decree
from[God[against(the Jéwish[people.
Thus, [she[Hoped[that[placing[him [ih
the[deeds[df[the[dealWould[datisfy
that[decreeWhile[dlso[hiding[him
from[Being[fdund[id[the [thickness[af
thelrkeds.

2)[ThelKlil¥akar[dxplains[that[they
would[be[taking[this[tlothing[bn
theirCvayLbut[of[ EgyptLafter[the
plagueldfltheldeath [dflthe[firstborn.
G[D[LWanted[do[temoveldny[fears
among[theJews[dhat[dhe[Egyptian
clothing[Was contaminated[ftom[the
plague[WhichCWent[through[their
homes.[Thus,[G[D[Hdeassuredthem
that[lthey LlcouldUsafely Clput[Clthe
clothinglohtheir(children.

3)[Mhe[@hr[HaChayim answerslthat
the[Torah[dsC¢larifying[thatCvhen
Moshelaccepted[lthe [lmission Lko
return[]to[]Egypt,[]this[]was not
because [hk[f2lt[shfe khowing[that[his
pursuersChad[Hied. [He[vas[first
informed[] of[] their] death] IN
MIDYAN, [after [cbturning[tb[Midyan
on[his [Wvay [o [Egypt [do [fulfill Cdhis

mission.
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Spiritual[ahd [EthicalIdsuesid [the [Bamidbar[Stories
"He ZealouslyMade My G [M's] (Rights Valid"
(Bamidbar[25:1 1){4b} by Dr.[Meir[Mamari

continuedfromastiWweek...

ThelpriesthoodWaslLgivenLonlyto
AharonandDhisOsonsandCltheir
futureldescendants; [PinchasBeing
alreadyla[grandsonlWasherefore
not[JanointeddtogetherOwithhis
(grandfather,)FatherCand[lncles.
However,theWwhole@ribebfLevi
attainedkheirCkpiritualCrankCand
status[@s@Hesult[of(Their[Zealous
actChgainst[thoselvorshiping[the
Eigeld (golden calf).O SoO too,
Pinchas[for[his[lzealotryOagainst
Ba'al(OPe'ordwasraiseddtothe
priesthood[by[&ctingChs[aKohen,
showingtheOvaytothelChtoning
devotionOwhichOtheOKohanimOin
the[MishkanCbandOnlkheOTemple
symbolically[performed.

Thed covenant of[d everlasting
priesthoodd ford Pinchas,d was
realizedCbythe[fact[that[hlICthe
high[priestsCduringOBayit[ORishon
werel] his[d descendantsd (Divrei
HayimOAlef(d5:39041)Owhilethe
samelwastruedinOBayitSheini
(Sifri).

However,Ofor0manyOyearsthe
nationOdidOnotOacceptdhimOas
worthy[offhattank. (How[dould
KohenlWho[Rasl[dausedldeathBeld
sourcelof[Blessing@orhelpeople?
Many[years[after(held¢onquestlof
thelland,OnternalQivardhreatened
becauseldflfheldltarfhat@heTtwo
andOaOhalf"OtribesCacrossCthe

Yardend hadO built.00 Yehoshua
thought that theyd wished to
separate[] themselves[] from[ the
HouselofOsraelut[Pinchasinade
peacellbetweenthelltribes.OdThat
act[bfCpeacemakerCbf[theZealot,
ledd Israell to recognizel the
priesthoodfhatWas[Bisldeward.

"WelhavelShown[fhat@ccordingio
theOhalacha, Cal0KohenCOwho[has
onlyfonehandinay[motCgolipHor
Birkatd Kohanim.O [Conceptually
and[gpiritually]why[@redwoBands
necessaryforBlessing@helpeople?
ThisOs[becauseleéachChandChaslCa
differentCpurpose.[While[®heltight
handCof[iheKohenlksMorCdrawing
peopleclosertogether, OhisCleft
onelkeeps[thelwrongdoersChtl[h
distance,d thusd permitting[ true
peace.ItlOkMhis(ruepeacelhatlb
theOessenceJof(Birkat[OKohanim"
(Avneillezer[df(Sochochow).

Zealotry[Balanced[By[Peace.
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Eca ma bbi www.GreenProphet.com

Excerptsifromlaweeklyblog by Yaakov Reichert, drawingllessonslinlécologyfrom Parshat HaShavua

TheBurningBush
thatisNot[€onsumed

Moshe[ik[first[dpproached[(By[Godlih
thisClparasha.[JAs[he[lis[herding[Chis
father [id [dw’s[sheep [He [stumbles [upon
a[burning[Bush[that[id [dot[donsumed”.
When[deading[this[descriptionLih[light
ofltbday’slehergylctisis[thelithage [dfthe
fire[burning[vithoutuel (ruly[3eems
Godly.

This[i8[dot[thefirst[dlace[ih[the[Torah
wherel] God’s[] limitless[] energy[1 is
presented.[Back[ih[the [Heginning[dflthe
Torah[Welread: CIn[theHeginning,[God
created[the[heavens[And[the[#arth.”
Theldommentaries[dxplain[that[(THIS[3
the[definitionof[creation:[Ccreating
somethingl] from[] nothing.[J With
Einstein's[Clequation ClthatCimatter Cland
energy[drelLbne[And[the[3ame,[these
two Msions[df[God[alelcbmparable.

When[GodUlcreated [ithisCiwondrous

creation,[the[Aeavens[dnd[the[darth 1]

purelehergy[idtofdrm [ftom [nbothing.

Similarly CinCour Cparsha, [lwhen G od
appears[first[to[Moshe,[(He[dppears[ih
thefbrm [df[a[Bush [that[i$ [(Burning[But
the[Bush[i}[dot[donsumed[By[the[fire.
Thedire[Around[the[bushis[burning
withoutl[any[fliel.[Again[the[dreation [df
purelehergy [[fire [Htom [nbthing.

Welakelthughtlthat[Man[Was[cleated[in
thelimage[df[God, [Ho[that[than[dould
strive[(for[godliness.[Today’s[dleantech
industry[i$[doing[jlst[this.[Me[deed[tb
reach[dlgoint[Where[Weldan[Have[dur

energy[needs[metlid [alrhanner[that[id[ak
fuel [dfficient[ds[Possible Mo [Burn[the
bush with[Asittle [CbfL the Huel[being
consumed [ak[plossible.

At[homeYouldoo[dan[Strive forHhis
godliness[ds[Wvell. (We Ldan[do[dhis[By
conservingldnergy (Wherever[gossible, 1]
believe [that[that[dct[id [ah [dmulation [df
Godlab[Well.
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CHIZUK #0DUD

DivreiTorah fromthe weekly sedralwith a focus
onllivinglin Eretz Yisrael [Chizuk for Olim &
Idudfor notlyet Olim

ParshatSh'motlhastwolpersonalities
atlits[¢center:(Moshe[Rabeinu,and(the
Jewish(nation.n(this(Dvar(Torah(the
focuswilllbethe[Jewishnation.

Wellearnalnumberofl thingsabout
thelnation(lsraellin(theparsha.

1.[Beingloutside[oftheirland[doesnot
resultlin their[being[swallowed[up[by
theirl) surroundings.[] They(l remain
distinct.

2.[Theylarelirrationally(perceived/as(a
threat(bylitheirThosts, Idespite(Itheir
ownlnaivelgentilityrandtranquility.

3.[Discrimination_andtortuoustreat[]
mentidoesnotllevellthem.1OnCthe
contrary,theybounceback from(such
treatment(with(increaseland( proiferal’
tion.

4.0 When(J in[J tortuous(] pain,l they
inevitablyfurnfoGod.

5.00 Their(] leadership, [ including(] the

greatest,doesnotlhave confidencelin

thelhation.Theylaccuselthem[of hot

believinglin(the(truth[of(God's[sending

them,Cof'being unworthyof redemp(’
tion, [of(notbelievinglinprophecy, [and

ofJoveridemanding(] proof(]of(1God's

willingnessl(tolintervene.

6.1 Theirl] worthy(] leadership will
sometimesLirrationallyrefusethe(call,
andheed[ belcoercedlintol accepting
thelresposibility.

7.LTheltruthCeventualllyCJcomesCout.

Theyl] arell anxious(] forl] worthy
leadership.[TheyareJawaitingto[be
calleduponbytheluniversal(Godtheir
patriarchsworshiped. [ Theylare ready
tolIreturn(itolthellland[Jof[ their[forel]
fathers, [if justigivenithechance.

MayGod[bless[us[with[ourlancestors
qualities.

RabbiMenachem[Schrader, [Efrat

gl

Thefollowing Chizuk& IdudDvarTorahWasomitted from
lastweek's Torah Tidbitsdueltollack of space. Here it isnow.
Remember: ThinkVAYCHI.

Our(Jparshallcontains(1some(]oflIthe
most(]beautiful ] verses[aboutl ] Eretz
Yisrael, its[scenery,[its(flora, andlits
faunal] found( inlJ thel] Tanach.] As
Ya'akov[Avinullooks(into/the his(sons'
future,Cheldescribes[theVineyardslof
thellandland(thelredland[white[Wine
that[Iflow[Ifrom[]them;[the[Ibountiful
wheat(fields, [and(thefruitful (trees;[the
seashoresandthe[sailingships;_the
sheepland(theldonkeys,(the deer and
their(1fawns,[1the[]horses(and[their
foals;theblessingsof " heavenbring
with[J them(] thel blessings(toll man
"blessingsof thebreastand womb"
sol[that[IsraelCwill imultiplylandbe
numerouslin’the(land.

Beinglherellin[JEretz[YisraelCUmeans
experiencinglthelvibrancy, vitalityland
vigor(ofithelland, of(every(road, every
field, everyCmountainandvalley and
every(riverJand “waterfall; lindeed[lof
everyllstonelland(IgrainCoflisand.[JIn
everyllbreath(that'wel breathe,[1the
grandeur] of(] Eretz(l Yisraelll is
experienced.

QOurl_connectionwith[ Eretz[ Yisraellis
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establishedlinlourparshalhotlonlylin
this[physical andexistential Cway[but
historicallyCJJasJwell.JYa'akovJAvinu,
before[heldies, repeats[to his(sons[a
lesson(that(washandeddowntolhim
from(his[grandfather[Avraham.When
Sarah(Imeinuldies,[Avraham(ensures
thatthelburial(placefor[Sarahiwilllbe
hisLownllegalpossession.[Despite all
of(Ithel efforts]of[ Efron[Jto[ ] prevent
Avraham CfromCpurchasingtheland,
Avraham(Jin(Ithellend[]succeeds(/to
insure(that(thisfirstllegal purchaseof
alpartlof(Eretz[Yisraelwill lemain(as(a
reminder(tolhis(childrentol keepthe
DERECHIHASHEMTthat hefounded.
InCourlparsha,Ya'akov[Avinulexhorts
hisCchildren,"Buryme with(my(fathers
in[‘thecave which(islin[the[field[ of
EfrontheHittite, (the cavewhich(isin
the(fieldof(lMachpelah, facing.tMamre.
In‘thellandrof(Canaan,the(fieldthat
Avrahamboughtfrom(Efronthe[Hittite
forfarburiallsite(*+there[Avrahamland
hislwife[]Sarah[/werel[buried,/there
YitzchakJandThisCwife[1Rivkallwere
buried,land(there(l’buriedLeah(+[the
fieldCandthecavelinL[it_boughtfrom
the[Hittites."

ItCsoundsl(likelallegal_document, but
Ya'akovilwanted(tollbeaslIsurel]as
Avraham(was, that this[first[kinyanlin
Eretz(1Yisraellis[lindeedIreaffirmed,
andrthat’theCmemoryofl the[ Derech
HaShem(established(bylAvraham(and
continued1bylhis[JsonsJwillJnotbe
forgotten.[TThisThistoricalCiconnection,
thislcontinuingl memory, [ reaffirms( to
this[daylour_devotionandlallegiance
tol1 Derechl1HaShem[land(tol[]Eretz
Yisrael.

Prof.[Carmi[Horowitz,Jerusalem

TORAHTHOUGHTS as'contributed by'Aloh Naaleh
members forpublicationlin theOrthodoxUnion's"Torah
Insights',laWweekly Torahlpublication'on Parshat HaShavu’a

TEWIDDLES!

Prizes[br[blst[sblution[skts[ateflrnished By
Noam[Productionslahd/orBig[Deal.

Lastlidsue’s[(VAYCHI)MTriddles:

[11[According[tb[this,[@n[dlement[df
the[PP[s[ih[error

Thelelement[dflthe[PP[rkferred[tb[id [this
TTriddle[G3[KEVERDAVID [dn[Har[Zion.
Accordinglto[khe[ChaftaraCof[(Parshat
Vaychil{which[domes[ftom[the[Beginning
of[Melachim[Alef), [David [BlaMelech Was
buriedCin[JRCDAVID.$o¢ither[David
HaMelech 3 [dot[Huried[dn[Mar[Zion[dr
Har[Zion[3[the[Biblical Ibcation[chlled [T#
David.[Or[domething[élse.[Th[donsultal]
tion [With [allinowledgeable [(hnd[licensed)
tour[guide,[the[placelchlled [KeverDavid
on[Har[Zion[ds[NOT Lwhere[David
HaMelechis[Buried.[That[Tocation[has
beenlidentifiedCAs[David's[burial Cplace
only[ftom[Byzantine[times.[The Mword"[id
[MHEmong[those (Who Cknow" [Mhat [dhe
Biblical LIRCDAVID [k [#he[Same[ds[the
current] Ir[d David[d and [ that[] David
HaMelech[id[Buried[there, [k [the [F'sukim
indicate. [Ih (It (David [i$ [@bcation dnown
as[Kivrei[Beit[(David,[the[Burial[Flace [df
the[house[of[ David.[IThis[ldoes[hot
necessarilyCinean [that[David Chimself[ds
buried[there.

[2] The2[sbns[dflYaakov[ffom[Gad
toXissachar

ThelIR [sbns[dffMaakov, [in [drder [df[Hirth,
are:[Reuven,Shimon, Mevi,[(¥ehuda,Dan,
Naftali,[Gad,[Asher,[Yissachar[(Zevulun,
Yosef,[Binyamin.[Ih[Mebrewl[dlphabetical
order[dhey[3dre:[Asher,[Binyamin,[Gad,
Dan,[Zevulun,[Yehuda, Yosef,[Yissachar,
Levi,[ Naftali,[ Reuven, [ $himon.CAnd[n
numeric[Walue[dfLtheir[dames,[dhey[list
fromCGAD[{7) (2o LYISSACHARL{830).



Between[theselektremes, We[fihd Mehuda
(30),Mevi[(46),[Man[{54),Zevulun[(95),
Yosef[J(156),[BBinyamin[J(162), [ lReuven
(259), Shimon[(#66),[Bsher[(501), [Nlaftali
(570).[Average[Gimatriyaldflthe 112 [sbns
of[(Yaakov[i3[2643.[The [hiddle [df[the it
isCheatly[held [by[Rachel'sCtwo3ons[ 1]
YoseflahdBinyamin.

[3] K'vish[Rashi#60

No, [dot[Rashi's[rbad.[AK'vish [Rashili3[al
principalcbad.[#60ld[the [mhain[rbad ftom
Jerusalem [tb [Bfrat.[1s[DERECHBFRAT
("whichOis[Beit[ 1 echem"),ChsCin[Cthe
location [df[Rachel's[Burial [glace.[Yaakov
toldMoseflabout[iltbwards[the [Beginning
of[Maychi.

[4] straight(Beats[aflush

This[MTriddle[rkquires(allittle khowledge
of[poker,[Which, HavingGlist[gast[Wittel
Nacht, [id[ot[stich[ah [dff(thing[tb [discuss.
Withoutlgoing[ihto [the[Whole[game, [the
relative vhlue [df[different[Hands[id[crucial
to[knowing[Who[Wwins[And[Joses.[For
example, [fbur [df[alkind (Beats [alfiill (House
and[threeldf[alkind [Heats[tvo [pairs.[And
alflush[(b[chrds[dflthe [shme[slit) (Heats[al
straight[{a[Ckonsecutive[3equence[Cbf[ b
cards, Lirrespective ClofUsuit). [(1But[Clehe
TTriddle[shys[that[alstraight[Beatsalflush.
The[Bands[Bave[Been[dwitched[dround.
AsMaakov[did [ith His (hands, [placing [his
rightChand Lodn [Efrayim Ladnd [his[leftCon
Menashe.[SIKEILETMADAV.

[5] Preditory[Teddy

Teddylidlalpktfdrm[dflthe [nhmes[Edward
or[Mheodor(e). et's[thke[Theodor, [ak[ih
Theodor[Herzl.[His[(Hebrew[dame[Wvas
Binyamin[JZe'ev.[Yaakov's[IbrachalJto
Binyamin[] begins:[] BINYAMINL] Z'EIV
YITROF, Idosely[tkanslated [(YeryIdosely)
[PreidtoryTeddy.

[6] 2A4FTIA2 FI37 FIT0 | 1229

What[youlSee[In[the [T Triddleis[the
prime[fctorization[dflalnumber.2lltb [the
fourth[power[id[16. Bllshuared[d[Q Mlybu
now [thultiply (16 [X[IX 37X 101 [229
youlget[123,231,312[{if(ouldnultiplied
correctly).[This[Was[the[driginal (T Triddle
untillWe[decided[tb[thake[it[thore...[fiin.
Tolsblve,[ybulbhve[tb[nbt[skelthisak[123
million,[23 | (Xhousand,[B12.[Rather, [t
must[Bedeen[ds[threelgroupsldflthree
numberslehch:(23[ahd[23 | [ahd[(3]12.[123
willClepresentCthe [(threevords[ChfCh
special[Pasuk[ih[Waychi:DlISHUIAT'CHA
KIVITIOHASHEM.OInOthe[kabbalistic
presentation Lbf[ thisCpasukCinCK'RI'AT
SH'MAALHAMITAL(hnd[dther[dlaces),
the[Words[dflthe[dasuk[ale[ecited [(ith
each [dflthreelskarting[doints.Ih[addition
to[the[Was[the [phsuk[dccurs[id [the Torah
(123), Bve ay (KIVITICHASHEMLISHU]
AT'CHAI231)ahd[HASHEMMSHUAT'I
CHARIVITI312).

[7] In[Torah:[Yaakov[twice,[Yosef,
and[Bdom

VAYMAIEIN, @hd[Relrkfused...[The Word
occurs9HimesCh [T anach, BourCbccurd
rences[df[Which[@relih[the[Torah.[Three
are[In[B'reishit:[Yaakov[ tefuses[ o[ be
comforted[hfter[Yosef's[ Hisappearance
and[{wrongly) Cpresumed[Heath.[ Y osef
adamantly[] refuses[ the[Jadvances[] of
Potifar'sWife [fadamant, [(Because [df[dhe
SHALSHELET [Chbove[khe[word).[lAnd
Yaakov[ITih Maychilfbfuses [tb [slvitch (his
hands[back[to[Clthe Ciway [1Y osef[lhad
expected[them[to[Be.Th[Bamidbar,[the
nation[LbfLEdom [tefuses[Ho[Allow[Bnei
Yisraelltd[phss[throughlits[And.

[8] In[Xhel[beginning,[¥ehudalhre
cominglarelchpital

B'reishit, (Y ehuda, [(And[HaBa'im[EII(Bead
columns[id theorah.

THEWUERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFIJEWISHILAW
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#[505a/(cont.[from(lastweek)

Injuries/caused (to or
byla/married woman

[Many/oflthelaws|stated herein(tegarding
divorce[waslatlaltime[whenlalman(¢ould
divorceldlwife[without(Her(consent.]

The( law!( as[lit[ ‘appearsin[ the[ Shulhan
Aruchl] (Ebenl] haEzer(183)[is[] loosely
translated(ds(follows:

Ifl'someonelinjures al married ‘Wwoman![the
loss(oflher(earningsand (medicalléxpenses
belong[ tolherl husband.[Pain[ payment!(is
paid[tolher. Regarding[ humiliation["and
injuryCifthey[are[JvisibleJas[lwhen[The
struck ther(inher[face[or herneck or her
arm[orlher[ fingers[shel gets[ onelthird [ of
the payment(land[ two(thirds [ go[to[ her
husband. UIflinjury[is [Inot[visible, [Ithe
husband[ gets onel(third[and[two [thirds[to
the[woman. [ Thelhusband’s[portion[oflthe
compensation[is[paid[to himimmediately
and[the[wife’s[portion[isused/tolinvest/in
real[Jestate[ Jand[ the[ Thusband [ Igets[Ithe
income [ofl the[ land[so[ purchased. She
cannotl | waivel] the[] payments,[]not[her
portion nor[ his[ portion[ of! the compen!(]
sation. [(Iflshe did [waive [Such[payments, [it
isloflno(forceldand (effect. But(the husband
cannot[ /suellon[ her[ Iportion( | froml[the
assaulter[ Jwithout[ her[ /permission.[This
applies (whenl(others [caused herlinjury; (but
ifl the husband[ caused! the[injury[tol his
wife, he must[payherimmediately[all of
thelinjuryand[all[ofl the humiliation and
allCofl the[pain.[This[all belongs to[the
wife[ and[ the husband[is hot[entitled to
any [ income[ suchl imoneys[ bring[ to[her.
She [ lmaylgivethese lmoneys/Jaway! ito

anyonellofl Ther[choosing.[/The Thusband
must[continue( tol Ipay( for[ Ther[ healing.

RamalJ in0J his(J emendationsJ adds, [ “if
someone | insulted(] her[] with[] words
although( generally[ifl onel insults another
with[just[wordsheldoes[notlhave to[pay
compensation, [if he insulted (her[ publicly
the husband [receives [two third [Jof[ the
compensation and[ shel gets[ onelthird. If
thelinsult[Was[fhot[public[(but there Wwere

twol | witnesses| | present) ] the[ | husband
receives one(third [and [she(gets[two thirds.

This[] chapter(] ofl] the[] Shulhan[] Aruch
concludesiwith[the[ following[ statement
“IflJonelJinjures(This[Iwife[lin[Jconjugal
relations (he[mustpay(hierfor (herlinjuries.

Immediately(lfollowing[]this[Ichapter[lin
Shulhan[! Aruchl] therel[] appears(] the
following[law:[Thelobjects(that[a[Wwoman
finds [belong[to 'herhusbandlandlif shelis
nowllin[lallstate[ of[] being[] doubtfully
divorced, [ the[]object[belongs[Itolher.
Tosafotl s cited[as[ giving[ reasons why
this(is(so. Onelis thatthis[is[donebecause
ofl Jthe[ ] sustenancel The[lis[required[]to
provideher(with. [And(the other(teason(is
tolprevent énmity.

From(theforegoing[ivelcanlseel that[the
halachal sets[ lcertain[Jguidelines| that[ are
fair[fo (both(the[Wwife[and husband.[As[was
shownlin[ prior[lessons[the husbandhas
manylresponsibilities [ Jto[the[Jwife[ land
some/ Jofl Ithese[ Jare( Jpartially[loffset[ by
having(dertain[payment[go [tohim.

With the mext{essonwelshall TY"H Heturn
toRabbinic civillaw.



» ParshaPiX explanations

@ Pyramidslunder[dHot[sun[F[descent
into[Egypt...[ahd[alealsymbol[dflslave
labor,[Both[durs[dndldther[dnslaved
people.

A Lettuce[k[MAROR[from[dhe[Seder
table.[Tk[delates[do[fhe [pasuk Ldvhich
describes[the[Egyptian's[émbittering
the[ives[bf[ Bneil.Yisrael.[Lettuce,
explains[the Yerushalmi, [i$ [d[Kind [df
vegetable[dhat[ik[Hasty (When[picked
ripe..dThe Clonger Uit Cstays[linClthe
ground,[the[hore[Bitter[it[Becomes.
That[is[What[Happened[tb[theldeople
of[Israel.[They[dtarted [but[ih [Egypt
with[d[dood,[Sweetlfe.[The[Ibnger
they[stayed[id the "ground", [the[nhore
bitter LtheirQives[became.[Lettuce,
therefore,[i$[the[dreferred[dhoiceldf
vegetable[] (thed Mishnall lists[ five
different[Vegetables[that[{ualify[Hor
the[nhitzvaldfMaror)

@ That[shmel[pasuk[dontinues[tb[specify
the[Work[With Hricks[($eelthel[tFowel
andBricks) [@And[the[fleldorkC{the
planting[df(the[skedling).[LOmbining:
Balllahd[chain[rkpresents[ehslavement

- DavkallGraphics[Jof[1baby[[1Moshe
floating[dn [the Nile With[sister Miriam
watchinglaverhim

@ Another[DavkalGraphics[df[Moshe[ak
the[Bush. Pointlthe[sheep[dutltblybur
children[dnddsk[them [f[they Rnow
any[dflthe[stories[about[sheep.[Don't
restrictCthe Lldiscussion Clto[IMoshe;
extend [ifbhck[tb[the[Avot.

@ Seel[the[MATEH, Moshe's[staff?

# Thelthreelsigns[that[G[dlghve [Moshe
toldatch[Baro's[dttention.[Thelshake,
the[hand [(that[turnedCeprousUlike
snow[(represented [Hy [the[showman),

and[the[durning[df[Water[ihto[Blood
(4lcbmmonBloodtypes:[A, B, [AB, (D).

@ The[poal[bf[the[Exodus:[the[Jand
flowing[With [ohilk [ahd [Honey [TParshat
Sh'mot[ik[dhefirstCdf[14Himes[dhe
phrase[1ERETZJZAVATLICHALAV
UDVASH [dccurs[idManach.

o Letter[With[(87.6cm[dn (@[3 [@lHun fbr
Bat[Phr'o[Mendinghkr[AMA".

- See[ the"borrowed"[}old[hndSilver
vessels...

o TwolBawks[dre[INEITZIM{plural Cof
NEITZ).[spelledthe [shme[ak[NITZIM,
what[Matan[dnd[Aviram Wereldoing
whenMoshelspokeltdthem.

m George[Bush[idfdr[the BurningBush.

- Abovelthel[sheep[id[alstreen[ilnage [df
TURTLELGRAPHICS...[picturedid[the
screen(thrtle[dursorBaving[CHrawn" [l
straight(lihe. [Allowing[fr [mhisspellings,
we[fihd [id [the [hhftara [df[Sh'mot[tivice,
the[phrase:[L TZAVL1ATZAVLITZAV
LATZAVIKAVIDAKAVKAVIIAKAV...
TZAV(spelledLITZADIMET) Uis[la
turtlelahd KAV KUFMAV)[d[allihe.



