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Hitor'rut¢, €hizuk, idud

JewsOivingLinCEretz[Yisrael [FallCinto
different[kategories.[TThere[Chre[khose
who [Were [Horn [herelahdbhve[lived their
entireives [{so[far (ITTLintil (11 20,Chnd
beyond) Chere.[TThere[Chre[those[who
were[Bornlelsewherelahd[chme[tbIive i
Israel[dt[d[Youngldge,[dr[dot[doYoung
age.[LTThere[Are[those[vho[fledtheir
countries[df[drigin[dnd[there[dre[those
wholtbok[the[prolattive [skep [dfldoming
on[Aliya[ftom tomfortable" [sltuations[id
theirldountries[df[drigin.[And[then[there
are[Jéws[Who[Have[dot[yet[domeltbIive
in{3rael.[Theselidclude[those[Who[Would
like[th, (those Who[ihtend[tb,[@nd[those
who[HoChot[yetChave [Aliyalbn[their
agendas[[ldr[alvhrietyldflrkasons.

Thelttle [dflthis[Mead [Tidbit[i4 [theanttb
include[dllews[ih [dhe Lpurview Lof[the
followinglphragraphs.

For[some, [it[Will (Hopefully ldemind[them
of (theWery[3pecial Cquality Cof[Tiving[ih
EretzYisrael,[dven [if[they[tend [to [thke
thingsfbr[granted,ahd[dot[mharvel 2k [the
specialness[df[dheir[Tving[Rere.[That[ik
the[dntended [(meaning[Chnd[target[for
HITOR'RUT [{brBISOR'RUS, Mybulke).

ForLdthers, [OlimLof¥arious[Tengths [of
time, [the[goal [ks[CHIZUK.[Y ouknow
why [youlchme, [Hut[sbmetimes [you[deed
alrkminder[df(How/[special (i3 [tbTive [ih
Israel.[CBometimes,[ the[kxperiences[bf
everyday[ife[Blunt[dr[dbscurelthelgood
feelings[dflyburlchoicetblcbmeldn[Aliya.
Hopefully, [the (bllowing[paragraphs Lwvill
belalvitamin[shotfdrthem.

AndHor[Hhose [Who [ do[dot[yetMivelih
Israel, [dwe[Jhopethat[the CIfollowing
paragraphs[] willld serve[d as[] IDUD,

encouragement.[Maybe[they[Will[(Be[the
push [drlnudge[ybulneed[tb [aktivate lybur
plans[and[dctualize our[dreams.[Maybe,
at[kast, YouWillCthink [dnew [dbout[this
important[shibject.

AndChow[For[khose[T'following[haral]
graphs"We'velrbferred(td.

Living[ih Obrael [ [ [thitzva[[the [thitzva
known[ds[YISHUV[BRETZYISRAEL.[Th
this[Lead[Tidbit, ive[Arehot[going[Ho
discuss[] Mitzva[] Kiyumit[J vs.[J Mitzva
Chiyuvit.[MorWillWe[dddress[thel[i$sue
of[Rambam's[dot[ihcluding[this [chitzvalih
his[ibt[dfMaryag.[We'relalso [nbtlgbing[tb
talk[about[Whether[the mhitzvalid[aktive i
this[ime[dr[dot.[AllLdf[thatldnd[thore
belongs[to [d[resentation [df[the[Mitzva
of YISHUV[ERETZ [YISRAEL.[MVhich[this
isCINOT Lgoing[Ho[be.[It'sCgoing[Ho[be

more.

Livinglih[Bretz[israel [ [the [deason [fbr
the[dxistence[df[the[Jkwish[Mation.[Mo

less.

Thell Torah[d consistently ] links[J our
nationhood CWith[Cbur[being[given[hnd
taken[tb [FretzMisrael. [Take [alldok[id [dst
week's[Isedrallof[1Sh'mot. LG [d's[ffirst
"conversation"[1with[]Moshe[]Rabeinu.
Specifically, [3h'mot[B:8 [ITTAnd[Chave
comeldown [tb[shve[them[ftom[the[Hand
of(dhelEgyptians, andto[bring[them
out[dflthat[land[tb[algood[@ndlarge
land, [tb[aland [flowingWith [chilkand
honey..."[G[d's[ihtended[Blan 1o [thke
thelpeople[dut[df[Bgypt[tb[Hring[them[tb
EretzYisrael.[This[id [dot[elven [dresented
as[Jalltwolpronged Clplan.Cd1tisCInot
presented[in [tio [fsukim [dr[elven[ih[dne
pasuk[(With[dn[Jand" [(between[dhe [dwo
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elements.[M[doesn't[shy, [tb[tAke [them [dut
of (EgyptCAND o [(Bring[dhem [do [Bretz
Yisrael. [lshys, [tb [tAke [ub [Qut [df Epypt[td
EretzMisrael.[Ih[drder [tb[take [uk [td [Fretz

Yisrael.

Still, e [chn[Mew [this[ak o [phrts[dfithe
Plan, Without[Weakening[the[Hignificance
of (the[tomponent LofLGd's[Plan[that
includesUiving[ih[Bretz[Yisrael.[llet's[do
back[to[Avraham JAvinuCand G d's
commandld to[J him (and [ alld future
generations) (o [dircumcise. [Immediately
before[kommanding[kircumcision,that
which [BritMilalsymbolizes[id[shelled[dut.
B'reishit[17:7,8 [TTAnd IIWill [dstablish [ohy
covenant[Hetween [Me[ahd[Youlahd [Your
descendants[] after[] yould inO their
generations[fbrldn[dverlasting[dovenant,
tolbe[dGod[to[lyou, Land Clto Clyour
descendants[after [you.[And IIWill [give [tb
you,[and[tb [Your[descendants[after You,
theldnd[Wherelybulalelalstranger, [all[the
land[Jofl]Canaan,for[Jan[everlasting
possession; ahd [[IWill Bk [their[God."

The[Plan[dan[dow[Bedeenlih[Ainore
complete[fbrm.[G[d[Will [thke the[Heople
out[df(Bgyptlahdlgive[us[theTorahlthnd
alllthe[dommitment[that[i$ [ihvolved)[dn
the[Way[tb[tAking[uk[tb [FretzMisrael.

Thisis Cbeautifully ClexpressedLin[Clthe
beginning[dffMa'eira[[IWhich [id [Why [this[id
thisCveek's[ L ead [Tidbit[1TinCvhat[is
usuallyCknown[Chs[the[Five [(MTerms[Cbf
Redemption,[butldan[Bbe[deen[ds[Fight

Terms[LbfL Redemption.[Sh'mot[6:6 8 1]

"Thereforelshy[tb[the[Jeople[dfl3rael, ]
am[HaShem, [And I Will BringYouldut...
and [IMill [eld [ybu [fdlom [their [slavery, [ahd [[]
will(dedeem Glou... (I3 [derms [of[Y'tzi'at
Mitzrayim Litself), [And [(I[Will (thke [yjou[tb
Me[fbrd[Beople, [And Wil (Be 4o Lyou
God;[ChndroulShallCknow [ that (1CAm
HaShem Mour[God,[Who[Brings [Youldut

from[under[theBurdens[dflthe[Bgyptians
(3tkrms[IBombined[ak[dne[M¥brMatan
Torah).[And Wil (Bring (You[h [do [dhe
land...CAnd O0Will Cgive ik [Ho [You[for[d
heritage[(2 [térms[IEbmbined[ak[dne [Hdr
possession[and[living[ih[Bretz[Yisrael); 1]
am[HaShem."

ForlthoseJéwswWho [ivelid [FretzYisrael [[T]
be[hware[hnd[be[ktrengthenin[this
reiteration [ bf[ the[place [ Xhativing[dn
Israel (has[ih [G [d's[(Plan [for [dhe Hlewish
People.[Of[he[Significance Lof[Tiving[ih
Israel [ak [part[dflthe [rkason [We[elxist [ak[al
peoplelahdlalnhtion.

For[hoseews[hot[yetlving[ih[Eretz
Yisrael, Let[this[be A 3timulusHor Hor
discussion [vithin rour (family Cand Cfor
planning[the[dmplementation[bf[ those
plans.

Finally, e Cdnust[ddd[dhat[dithough[dhe
main[thrust[dflthis[Tead [Tidbit[Has[Heen
Living[ih (I$rael, i [chust[(He[dear[that[id[id
GId's[Blan[that[theJéwish[Beopleivelih
the[Land[bf[dsraelChccordinglLkothe
Torah.[Without[Torah, [Eretz[Y israel [k
like[alBlody Withoutalsbul.

So[Why[do[We [Keepharping[dn[Aliyalahd
not[ak[thuch[dn[Torah[dbservancelih[its
entirety?[Rerhaps[it[it[(Because[We[Hear
some[Jéws[daim[that[it[id[Hossibletb [He

completelyMorah[dbservantlelsewhere[id
theWorld.[And[that[id[ustnbt[sb!
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This[Shabbatlis(fhe120thlday[{lof(355),[18th[Shabbat[{of[(51)0f(5770
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Va'eira STATS

[ 4th [od(tHe (53 [sddras; (2hd [d[T] Cnl(SH' mot
Written [oh [22 | .8 [Tihes [il[al%8fer (Tdrah; [ednks [Th
16 [pdrshiot; [BLapen, [BTclbsed

121 [psukim (Anks (20th [(4th (i [Bmot)

1748 [wbrds ([dinks [T th [(3rd [ [Hmot)

6701 Oekters (TdAnks (17 th [(3rd [ilShBmot)

P'sukim [ade [above [aterage [i[Iehgth

PLUS... (TTpdsuk [Maftir [fo [SHabbat [Rbsh [Chodesh

MITZVOT

None [of[tHe (813 [mitzvot [ade [id[Vd'eira

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>IX:Y[Z)]@ndIS>X:Y[IZ)]dhdicate
startCbfChCparshalp’tuchalbr[Etuma
respectively.X:YOs[Rerek:Pasukdflthe
beginning[Cbflthelbarsha;{Z)0s[the
numberldflg'sukimihfhelgarsha.

Kohen([IErst[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [1&t2 13

LDY: Theliwolimostlcommonlhames of
Gldinthe'Torahare EILOTHIM "and
AIDOINOI(aslanactlofvespect for Gd's
sacred names, [ thesel twol arel generally
pronounced) ELOKIMT and) HASHEM

respectively, (When(referred(tolother than

inlprayerlor Torah reading). [ELOKIMis

usually considered(to bel Gld's_hamelof
strict) judgment,[] whereas!] HASHEM
carries(the¢onnotation[of DivineMercy.

Noticel thatlin[thel accountsof Egyptian

oppression, [the predominantname of G'd
isElokim!{especiallylin(2:23(25).

ExileUisUcertainly DassociatedwithUthe
stricterlside of ' \Gd's [ treatment| of! His
People. I Ithelquality Ulof imercy [lwere
dominant, U perhaps wel wouldlacclimate
tool\wellllto[|conditionsandllosellour
yearning!_forlredemption. [ (See what[has
happenedinlmodern|times when| éxilelis
accompanied by Gld'sT Midat HaRachal
miml and! peoplel arel quitel comfortable,
andtherefore, .complacent!llaFegrettable
stateloflaffairs.[ Comfortablelisnot bad,
complacentlis(1lit means!'contentedtola

fault",)

Inlthelopeningpasuklof thiseek's sedra,
we! find| the unusual combinationof! both
names. [ ItUis L ELOKIM{ Whospeaksto
Moshe, [ Gld Wholhas|judged and treated
thelPeoplelstrictlylandharshly. (And G'd
Wholislalsolspeaking harshly tol Moshe
forlUhisUoutburst( at the end[ of Parshat
Sh'mot).[However, [His messagelfo[Moshe
is['ICam HASHEM" [ (which[ comes| with
VAYOMER, (thelsoftertell”, [iather[than
VAIDABEIR, [ithe harsher([|"speak"that
began(thelpasuk). [And Hiswords ofthope
and|promiseltolthe[People beginWith the
samel declaration, 'I' AmIHASHEM". In
thislcontext, Welaretoldthat[Gldwill fake
the1PeopleJout lof IEgypt, [savelthem,
redeem(them, [faketheminto Him, [belour
GldUandultimately bringusinto[lthe
Promised!] Land.l] Thesell stages!] of
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redemptionlarellsummed JupIwith[the

reiteration] of Ul thel statement, ] "[[] Am

HaShem". UtlisLas[ifl G[d is[sayingto[the

downlhearted| People:[Tuntil now! you've

experienced! MeasU ELOKIM, [lbut[rest

assured(thatyoulwill now seelHASHEMT]
thel Gldlof Mercy!1lin full ineasure. The

Egyptianson[thel other hand arel being

punished by thelhand of G das [ ELOKIM.

(seel5:15).

[S> 6:208)] Thel sedrall begins
withl GIdO speakingll tol Moshe
Rabeinull andl tellingd him0 ofll the
promisesl Hell hadl madell to
Avraham,Yitzchak,OandOYaakov.
Also,0GdellsMoshelthatOHelhas
heardl andlisO respondingl tol the
criesbflthePeoplelbflsrael.

[In[dtherlWords, [GLd Wil (Beaking
uslOutldf(BEgyptlnotidnly[Becauseldf
promises[Me[RadthadefolfhelAvot,
butBecauseldfHisfeelingsibrids.]

Therefore,0 GOdO willl takel the
PeopleloutdfromOunderEgyptian
oppression,Owilllsavelthemfrom
bondage,DanddwilllredeemOthem
with0HisOmight.0HeOwilllthenltake
thePeopleltoHimhshNationlhnd
belourlGId.IHelwilllthenDbringus
intolEretzlYisrael.

MoshelrelatesOthistoldthedPeople,
wholhreltoolExhaustedollisten.

[P> 6:100(3)] GOdO thend tells
MosheltolkoltoPar'olhnddemand
thel People'sll release.l Moshe
questionsll howll Par'oll canll be
expectedltollisten,lifithedPeople
(Moshe'sllown[lpeople)dthemselves
didn'tlistenftothim.

SDT: Gldl tells. Moshel tol golspeak!|to

Par'oll(about!letting| | thel | People! | go).
Moshell "demurs",[] usingl] thel logical
argumentknownlas| KALIVACHOMER!1
iflthel Peoplel of! Israel [ {mylown[ People)
didn'tllistenltoine, lhowlis Par'o going(to
listentolme.[ Seems[logical, lexcept[that
the Torah["has[ told us " why!( thel people
didn't listento Moshe!ltheyWwereuitterly
exhausted! from! theirunusually [ difficult
labors.Ifls0, it does[not(follow(logically
thatPar'owould[notlistentol Moshe.
Maybe] hell wouldl] listen, | notl) being
exhausted.On[thelbther hand, [ Moshe's
KALTVACHOMERisUbased onlhis own
statement 11"l Thavel laspeech| limpedil ]
ment". [Unltryingltolunderstandhis failure
toltreachlthe people, [Moshe!finds faultin
himself, ‘notlin(the People. [ Thisis[howla
leadershouldbehave. [ Whenla iabbilor
teacherlfails[tolcommunicatelanidealto
his[¢harges, thelShould not ¢concludethat
thel faultlies With[them [ 1lthey arel dumb;
theylarelnot éommitted énough, [theylare
notpayinglattention, etc.[1Hel1should
rather[belcriticallof himselfl 1l probably
didn'tléxplain(thingswell; [Ilwasn't patient
enough; Cetc. [ThislisLonelof! thesignslof
humilityl] thatU) isT) suchl) all desirable
characteristiclinlalleader.[ Thislwaslone
of Lthelimany qualities| that made| Moshe
Rabeinu'TheLeaderand Teacher par
excellence.

[P> 6:130(1)] (Abovell Moshe's
objections,l soll tol speak,)0 GOd
reiteratestodMoshelanddAharon,
thatltheylareltoltelllthedPeoplelas
welllasOPar'ollthatOthedPeoplelwill
belleavingEgypt.

NotelhathisTast[pasukdffhefirst
AliyaOlsCone[whole[Cparsha.[Bingle
pasuk[parshiyotldeemIb[day,IOOK
ATIME@ndOlinderstandSomelpoint.
Perhaps, [(GIdOs[$aying[Ro[Moshe[T]
allCyourChesitationsCndCprotestal]
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tions@side, tOsMimefor[(TACHLIS.
Youd andOAharonared goingdto
tell/commanddhelpeople@ndPar'o
aboutd&avingHgypt.[Reriod.

Levi [[3kcond[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [[I&t 1 4218

[S> 6:14015)] ThelTorahlbegins
tollenumeratel thednamesl ofll the
tribesl andl familyl groups.O It0 is
obviouslthatthelintentionOherelis
notldtolreviewlthelwholelofllthe
nation,l butl ratherl tol focusl on
Moshell &I Aharon.0 Thell Torah
startsl thel listD withd ReuvenOand
Shimon,[bndwhenltOgetshod evi,
therellisimuchlmoreldetail . Oinlthis
brietflsection,0welmeetdmanylof
thel'mainlpersonalities"bflthellest
oflltheldTorah.0ThelTorahOisOalso
givingluslthetbilityltolkontinuelto
drawll thell timelinel offl Jewish
history,ObylgivingOusOthelageslat
deathOoflLevill(welalreadyllknow
thel agesl ofll thell threel previous
generation[M Avraham,0Yitzchak,
andOYaakov),0hisO0sonOKehat,Ohis
sonll Amram.l Thatl bringsl usl to
MoshellandOAharon.O0Welarelalso
introducedliolKorachlbhndhhiskons
andAharonlhndhisfamily.

SDTY: Aithough[ltheIpurposeloflthis
partiallgenealogyUis[tolidentify"Aharon
andMoshe, (thelTorah beganwith|Reuven
andShimon[beforel it getsito[ 1Levi.[ 4
reasonoffered Jfor thisinonellof! the
sourcesisthatsince YaakovIAvinulspoke
criticallylof( these threelSons, [ the Torah
here!listslonly them, [(foteach us that(they
werel ] important tribes[] despitel their
progenitors'Imistakes”.

There[ds[A3ymbolic[Treason"Hor[bur
name[BNEILYISRAEL, [dather[than[dsing
the[dname[of[the Cother CIFathers[Clor
Mothers? MISRAEL[id[spelledMUD [(initial
of (Yitzchak[&Maakov), [SIN[(bara), [REISH
(Rivka[J&[1Rachel), LJALEFLI(Avraham),
LAMED[{Leah).[The[dame[YISRAEL[then
emcompasses[the[dnames[of[lallCthe
Patriarchsl[dnd Matriarchs.[This[is[dot[d
reallrkason, (but[ifs [aInice[idea.

SPTY: Whenlthe[1Torahtells Cus Dthat
Aharonl] married, (] Elisheva,[| shell is
identifiedl asbat AminadavI ANDasthe
sister ofl Nachshon. Rashi tellsusthat

fromhere welearnthat whenlal‘man

marries aCwoman, Che shouldcheckCout
herlbrothers|(becausel¢hildren|often(take
after( their maternal uncles).| Thel same
ideal]l was[] previously | presented!] in
reference!ltoLavan.

SDT: OnlthelTorah’s statement: HU
AHARONUUMOSHE, [\Rashilpointslout
that sometimes| {mostly1lspecifically, 34
times) [ |\Moshelis[imentioned! lfirst, [ land
sometimes| Aharonlisl mentioned first (4
timesUin[Tanach), tol teachus[ that they
wereléquals. [((Thatlis, [onlsome!levels, [but
onlothers, [ Moshel Rabeinuwas[obviously
onldlhigher(standing.)

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
9[plsukim [[I&t29[Zt7

[S> 6:29002)] AfterOthel"digres
sion"DotTthelpreviouslpassage,lthe
Torahl nowl repeatsl thatl GOd0 is
sendinglMoshelltodPar'olland0that
Moshell continuesll toll "object"
becausel ofll hisll speechl impedil
ment.0ButlthisOtime,Othelfactlthat
thell peoplell didn'tl listenl isl not
mentioned.)
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Rashil8ays[ihat[G[d[didhot[tepeat
thed command,d nord didd Moshe
repeatChisCbbjection.[TheTorahls
puttingCluis[backCWwhere[CwedeftCoff
before[thegenealogicalCHatalCivere
presented.

BTW,[BRALS'FATAYIM[Ras[different
meaningsCin[Clcommentaries.Liter]
ally, O0tOmeans: CIChaveCuncircumd
cisedips; [tk Otariouslyhterpreted
as,MIRavel@€9peechldefect",MI[dan
hardlyOspeak",dandO"I0havedno
selfldonfidencelhenISpeak".

[P> 7:107)]0GOdellsIMoshelthat
AharonlwillldoOtheltalking,0 that
Par'oll willll refusell thell repeated
requestsltolfreelthelPeople,land
thattHe GId)Owillltake@HisOpeople
out,0JandOthatOitOwilldbelclearOto
Egyptllandleveryonelklse)dhatOtOs
indeedlGIdOWholisOdoingleveryl
thing.0Moshelland Aharonldolas
GOdOinstructsOthem;0theylOared 80
and[B30yearsbldespectively.

ObservationWhen@heTorahis
specificClabout[ages, DitCusuallyCis
meanttolgivellis[an[accurate[ay
ofdonstructingCaimeline. DPerhaps
too,dinOthisOcase,OthedTorahOis
pointing[@dut[domethingfhatiweldaw
very[dftenihfheB®ook[of[B'reishit
namely,dtheOprominencedofthe
younger@rotherldverfheldlderldne.

SDPT: Howlislit that Moshe| Rabeinulis
abletolspeakto the \People of Israel
throughoutlhis"career"las leader, lin|light
of  thel fact that[hel complained| bf! being
"speechimpaired"? When! Moshe! spoke
tollthellPeoplellof!1Israel, it lwasthe
Sh'chinal that[spoke! from[ hisimouth. He
hadnoltroublewith his'speech!defect. [He
was, lhowever, [concernedwhen!it'camelto
speakingltoPar'o. Seel6:30.

R'vi‘i [IEburth([Aliya
28[plsukim [[17t8[8t6

[P> 7:8006)] GOdellsMoshelland
Aharon,thatwvhen[Par'olhskstorth
sign,IMoshelshallllinstructlAharon
toll throwll downl[ thell Staffllbefore
Par'oll andl it0 willl turnd intol a
TANIN.O Moshell and Aharon
appearlbeforePar'olhndMolhsiGd
hasOnstructedlthem.

Rashild says[d thatd TANINCI means
NACHASH,O.e.[Osnake[Cbrkerpent.
Notl8veryoneldeelitfhatiay.[(When
GOdirstthad[Moshe@hrow[his[Staff
down, [0k[é¢hanged[ihto[2ONACHASH,
aldnake.Mowlkith[Rar'o,[t[dhanged
intoALTANIN.BtrongpossibilityCs
thatd wel areld talkingd aboutd a
crocodile[(alffellowOreptileOto[Cthe
snake),veneratedJandCworshiped
by[Egypt.[Many[PharaohslHentified
withOtheOcrocodileOasOtheOruling
animalldflftheile.

Adds[xhe[Baal[HaTurim,khat[the
Tanin'sCrevertingCtoCwood CwasCha
messagelo[Par'o[thatJustCas[the
mighty[drocodile@urnsEoldryWood,
sooolWwillhehighty [Par'odurn o
dustl@ndbodbridorms.

SDT: BaallHaTurim pointslout that(the
pasuk(says: G dsays(to[Moshelthatwhen
Par'olwilll ask( forlalsign, [youl (Moshe)
shallltelllfol Aharonlfotakeyour(staffland
throw!it{on(thelground)in|front oflPar'o,
itLshallTbecomelal TANIN.1t[didn'tsay:
ANDIithwill'becomela Tanin.[Heleéxplains
that(thelstafflwasthrown downand(then
helwasfolcommandit'to becomelaTanin.
And(that's Whathappened, [folshow[Par'o
the power ofspeech that G d has given(to
Moshe. [nlLotherwords, thelstaff! did not
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change lupon(being|thrown[1down. ]It
changedJbyUaspokenlcommand. (That
carrieslalpointed|inessagel tol Par'olthat
hiswizardsaren't éven(in(the same|¢lass
withMosheland Aharon.

Par'ol calls hisd wizards whol are
ablel tol duplicatel (sortl of)d what
Aharonlldoes;0however,0Aharon's
staffll (note:0 notl his TANIN, O his
staff)l swallowsll thosel ofll the
wizards.  Nonetheless, Par'o
refuses( tol listen toll Moshell and
Aharon,hsiGIdhadkaid.

[S> 7:1405)] GdOthen[instructs
Moshelltolgoltolthelriver(Nile)lin
themorning,wherelPar'olwilllbe,
andOtoObringdthelStafflwithOhim.
MoshellisltolsayltodPar'olthatOGOd
hasOsentdmel(Moshe)dtoOtelllyou
(Par'o)tolreleaselthelPeopleland
youlhavellefuseduntillhow.0'With
thisOwilllyoulknowIWhoOGdis..."
Moshel (actuallyll Aharon)dwilllbe
strikingll thell waterl ofll thel river,
turninglitOtodbloodOandOkillinglall
thelfishOn(t.

[S> 7:190(7)] Followingll the
officiallwarningltodPar'o,0GOdells
MosheltoltelllAharonltoOtakelthe
Staftll andl strikel thel watersll of
Egypt.0IMoshellandlAharonldolas
instructeddandOthelwatersOturnlto
blood, thel fishO die,0 andd the
Egyptianslcannotlddrinkthelwater.
Par'o'sll wizardsl againll duplicate
whatlwasldone,OcausinglPar'olto
remainl stubborn.l Egyptiansl are
torcedl toll digl for0 waterl (and/or
buylwaterO0from0OthelJews).0This
firstlplaguelastsli7Hays.

[P> 7:26[015)] GOdnextlinstructs

Moshel toll goll toll Par'ol (atl his
palace)DandOwarnOhimOthatOiflThe
doeslhotletthedPeoplelzo,IEgypt
willl bel smittenl byl all plaguel of
trogs.0AharonlisOtolraisedtheOStaff
abovelthelriver,OwhichOheldoes,
andl thel land0 isl blanketedd with
frog(s).0rhebwizardslhrelhgainthble
tolreplicatellthislplaguelwithltheir
magicalll powers.lO Par'oll callsl to
MoshelbndlAharonltolpraytoldGId
thatl thel frogsl bell removed,
promisingll thatll hell willl letO the
Peoplelgolintothelwildernesslto
offerlbacrificesltolGOd.0Moshelhsks
Par'ollwhenlhelwantsOthelfrogsto
leave.ll (Al strangel question,l to
whichll Par'oll givesll all stranger
answer).[Par'obaysl'tomorrow",lto
whichOMoshelresponds'"solbelit.
AndOthatOwilll servel asdprooflof
Gd's[powers".

SDT: Whyllwould \Par'olask[for[the
plagueltolbe withdrawnlon(thelfollowing
day? [ Heland his[_people werel certainly
sufferingl and] would] want[] tol] rid
themselves|lof!Ithellfrogs las!soonllas
possible. Par'ol {stilll irefusingl tol seel the
plaguesasDivine, Uand lassuming\that
there[was[some natural explanation! for
them)! figured! that! Moshel ‘came! before
himwhen'he (Moshe) lknew!|that(thefrogs
wouldlleave.[] Moshe lwould [ give[l the
impression| that! he! (inl the hamel of  the
GldloflIsrael) hadl powerlover(thelfrogs.
SolPar'oltriedtoltrick Moshelbylasking
thelunexpected!lldo(it ftomorrow. [Moshe's
answer | wasl] that[] doingl] soll would
demonstratelthatlitlwas fruly |Gd's [power
thatwas beinglobserved.

1+ 242+ 1+7 +1)+1
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EgyptiSawtself[ds[greatBecauseldf
theNile@nd[becauselof(khefertile
landCtreated[by[theWvatersCof[the
Nile.OTheffirstCplagueCOsmotethe
water.OThe[kecondCwas[b[plague
thatOcameOfromOtheOriverCand
attackeddhe[dand.[Thehird(3mote
theland[iself.

€hamishiGth(Aliya
| 2[plsukim [[I&t7 (18

Sollitthappens,lhndafterlthelfrogs
arell gone,0 Par'oll renegesl onl his
promise,l asll GIAO hadl saidl he
wouldll (anl oftlrepeatedl phrase
indicatingGd'sOactivelrolellinlthe
eventsbflthe[Exodus).

[S> 8:1204)] GdOtellsOMoshelto
telll AharonOtolstrikedtheOdustOof
thelkarth{nobwarningltoPar'olthis
time).O0Thelresultantlplagueloflice
waslnotlableltodbelmatchedlby
thell wizards,l wholl acknowledge
GMd's might.0 Par'o,0 however,
remainsbtubborn.

[S> 8:160013)] GOdOsendsOMoshe
toll warnll Par'oll aboutll thell next
plaguel(swarmslofTlinsectslorlwild
animals,0dependingl uponlwhich
opinionliyoulfollow).INewlklement
withl thisO fourthl plaguel M the
obviousl contrastlbetweenl Egypt
andthedews.

Therell wasll alwaysll all contrast
betweenl thell Egyptiansl andl the
Jewsll M Egyptians hadl nol water
duringlthelfirstOplague;OtheldJews
hadOwater.0TheMidrashlevenlbays
thatl ifll al Jewl and0 anl Egyptian
dranklfromlthelbamelcup,dhelJew

wouldObeldrinkinglwaterdandlthe
EgyptianOwvouldhavelblood.

[Would work nicely for Edward and Bella in the
early days.]

Similarly,OthelJewsOdidOnotOsuffer
thelplaguesthndlthelEgyptians[did.
YetltlbeemsthatiGOdhad™ifferent
messageslforleachloflthelplagues.
(OrleachlketofBplagues. ) IAROV
wasll thell firstl plaguell thatl the
distinctionbetweenll Goshenlland
thelJewsOonOoneOhand,0andOthe
landOoflEgyptlandOthelEgyptians
onlthelother,0waslsolsharpdand
obvious.

Shishi [[Bixth[Aliya
26[plsukim I8 19031 6

AndUsolltheIAROVIdescendupon
thelland.[Par'oltallsforMoshelhnd
giveslpermissionforlthelbeoplelto
sacrificelto0GMOInOEgypt.0Moshe
sayslthatOtinhustbednltheMidbar.

Par'olhgreesonlkhellconditionlkhat
Moshelprayforlthelremovalbflthe
plague.lAfterwards,[Par'olfeneges.

[P> 9:10(7)] GO nextO sends
MoshebackltolPar'olkolirepeatlthe
demandOforOtheldPeople'sdrelease
andl tol warnll him0 ofll thel conl
sequencelofthislrefusallthisltime
DEVER.0And0OsolitDhappensOthat
thelEgyptianlivestocklhllie,Bvith
notlhlkingledosskolthelJews.OThis
Par'ollchecks,lyetOhelstilllremains
stubborn.

Ranidaelstolidus
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[P> 9:800(5)] Thel sixthl plague
(boils)l is broughtl uponl Egypt
withoutll warning.l0 Althoughl his
peoplelhrelbeinglkeriouslylbeaten,
Par'oltontinuesltolfesistlfromhis
pointlbn,BvithOGOd's'help").

[S> 9:1309)] Moshellisnextlsent
todwarnOaboutOthelseventhl(and
verylpbowerful)lplague.

SDT: /niwarninglabout HAIL, (G d says
(through! \Moshe)that! this itime, [ will
send ALLlmy(plagues... TheVilna Ga'on
explains(that Gldluses 3 LinainWweapons,
soltolspeak,tolpunish(those[whoViolate
Hisl¢commands 11Fire,[Water, Land| Wind.
Forlexample, [ tol destroy! Dor HaMabul,
GLdU usedl] Water.[] Toll dispersel] Dor
HaP'laga, [ Heluised Wind, Land toldestroy
S’dom, [ His [ mainweapon was| Fire.[ The
plaguel ofl Blood used| Water. Plaguel 6
was [thelburning[Firelof!Boils[on(theskin.
Thellocustl camel bnlthe Wind. But! Hail
consisted of thewholelarsenal1lthe Hail
itselflwas Water, it had Firelinlit,[andthe
Hailtwaslaccompanied by strong[Wind.

Sh'VII [$kventh[Aliya
1 9[plsukim 19 | 735

Thel threat/warningll aboutl hail
continues.Neverlhaslhaillikelthis
beenll seen.l' Therell isO alsoll a
challengelltolthelEgyptianslinthat
GO is0 allowingl servantsll and
animalsl toll bell savedl by[ taking
themlndoors.

[P> 9:22[714)] Moshelraiseslhis
handl heavenwardl andl thel hail
falls.01t0isOextremelyl destructive,
butlsomelplantsOsurvivel(because
theyl werel pliable),0 asl dol the

animalslofllthosel Egyptiansdwho
heededIMoshe'sllwarninglitolbring
themOndoors.Par'olhdmitsthatfhe
hasl sinned andl grantsll Moshe's
demands,[flbnlyltheailBwillstop.
WhenlPar'olkeeslthatlthelhaillhnd
thunderll havell stopped,l hell yet
againlireneges,hslGdIhaskaidlhe
would.

Maf€ir inSkcondTorah
7 [pIsukim [[IBamidbar[2B:9 15

Chaptersl280and0290in0Bamidbar
(Parshatl Pinchas)l dealll withl the
dailydandOMusatllkorbanotlinOthe
Mikdash.OSinceltheltwolShabbat
p'sukimOarelfollowedObylthelfive
thatll dealll withl Roshll Chodesh,
bothl portions arell readl forl the
MaftirlbnlBhabbatRoshlChodesh.

NoticelthatltheOMusafloflShabbat
isll anll expandedl versionl ofll the
weekdayll sacrificesll and Rosh
Chodesh'slIMusatlisOlikedthoselof
theChagim.0MakeslOsensedwhen
youlthinkhboutlit.OSix[Mays...hnd
onlkthell7thIIShabbatlsloneloflkhe
daysloflithelweeklandOthelunique
onell amongl them.l Thell Chagim
belongll toll thel Jewishl calendar,
whichlsbasedbnlthelmonthshnd
RoshChodesh.

Haf¢arali: [plsukim
Yeshayahuléb: | [24

ThelspeciallHaftaralfordShabbatl
RoshldChodesh,thelastlchapterbf
Yeshayahu,OpreemptsltheOregular
Haftarall (usually).0 Thell obvious

OUllsrael @enterTT[892 =2 11 = ThelVa'eirallRoshChodesh(5770issue

reasonlforlthelchoicelisOfoundlin
theOnextOtoOthellastOpasuk,Owhich
mentionsbothShabbatlandIR osh
Chodesh.O Thisl pasukl isO reread
after0thellastOpasuk,0solthatOthe
bookl ofll Yeshayahull M and0 this
HaftaralMcanOendOonOalbrighter
notelthanlitsOreallenddprovides.
ThisO chapter,d asOalll chaptersin
Yeshayahull fromO 400 andl on,
containsl all messagel ofll consolall
tion.Specifically,kthisOchapterltells
uslthatlGOdOcannotObelcontained
inlthelphysicallMikdash,hor[lisHe
interestedlinlbacrificeslthatlhrelhot
offered] withl sincerity.0 This
messagel isll appropriatel always,
andlthelbssociationOwith[Shabbat
weeklin[&OweekloutITIR oshChol
deshinonthnXnonthbut,dits.

Va'eiralikk[bne[df[12[3edras[Whose
nameldomes[ftom[the[skcond[fasuk,
notlthe[first. How[thany[dan [Youlgdet
withoutlcheckinglid alQhumash?

| C]4H1009|}|)r|]naybe C76H52046

#& Let the thinker not be too hasty to dis
miss things which merely "appeal" to him.
"The heart has its reason" often far better
than any the mind can produce.

From{('A[CandlelbyDay"byRabbiBhragaBilverstein

AlCandle(by[Day@#ThelAntidote#ThelWorldf Chazal
by RabbiShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[&t[0D54[209[©200

DivreiMenachem

In[thisweek's[ parshalwel learn[ that
Hashem/[was[lto[Tharden[Ithe[lPar'o's
heart,suchlthat,lin[Jaddition[to[This
natural resistancel tol freel thel slaves
and/his[loverall[‘antipathy[to Moshe
andlAharon, thelkingwas[apparently
destined,inlanylevent, tol refuselthe
Jewish[] leaders.[ This[] consequence
clearlylbegs/(ithelquestion/]of(Ifree
choicelupon[whichJewishlethics[and
theJrelationship1between[Man[Jand
Gld(rests.[ How[ could/ Par'o[ belpun/]
ishedlif[Hashemhardened his heart?

In[response, [ we[must[initially note
thatlduring(the(first(five (plagues[Par'o
hardened his ownl[heart (Sh'mot[T:3,13,22;
811,15 1and[J only(later(1did[]Hashem
follow[suit, aslit(iwvere:"AndHashem
hardened[Par'o's heart[and heldidn't
sendthe people" (ihid[LT). ' We seelthat
oncelan/individual/chooses/theliniquil]
tous(] path,[] thel[] equidistant(] choice
betweenl[goodlandlevil¢ollapsesland
thelgap/widenslin[favorl of evil. It[is
muchharder(to/choose(the xightway!T
but[the freedomoflchoicestill[rel]
mains (N.[dbibowitz[oh (Rhmbam (Hilchot (TIshuva).

Some(say/that(Hashem/blocked/Par'o's
options[so(thathe[wouldmow[pay the
pricefor his(foul(schemes/and/would
nollonger| belableltol repent. Others
hold(that[Par'o's’heart/washowlhard[]
enedsolthat’hel¢ould/endurelthepain
of( thelremainingl plagues/ andWwould
thusnot(finally[acquiesce onlaccount
of(the unbearable(suffering. And, yes,
therelJwould(still[Jremain[]thel]free
choiceloflrecognizing/the handof(Gld
behind[] everything( that[] transpired.
Andlsoltolthis dayldoliwelhave!that
same/(choice...
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Question:

I"havel heard that veal comes!from! calves
that'are! fed al mixture of ‘milk and meat.
Shouldn’t that makeitforbidden, as'an
animall’ whose! ] sustenance’| comes!_ from
non'kosher! food| (see Rama,  Yoreh! Deah
60:1)? This  case!is"_particuTlarly! severe,
because! | the! | feed | is'| assur| b’hana’ah
(forbidden in'benefit)!

Answer:

Welwill[ start(with [ your[ assumption
thatthe [feed(isfully forbidden(as basar
b’chalav,the[combination[ofimilk [dnd
meat.[The halachic[tamifi([cations [are
very[lcomplicated, land ['we [ will[but
summarize them.

Generally, Jwhen[JaOforbidden[Jfood
undergoes[almajor[changelsolthatlit
reappearslinaltotally[different form,
themew![ foodlis[permitted. Thus,for
onel[ ofl many[ examples,albird[born
from(theleggloflalbird[thatlis(a f'reifa
(unfit[forkosher[slaughterbecause[of
defects)[is[ permitted[ (Temural 31a).
Nevertheless, we [ imust[ contend with
the Ofollowing[Jsource. ] The[Imishna
brings[lan[lopinion[ that[ifllal kosher
animal drankthe[non(kosher(animal’s
milk, (it Cshould “not[be [used for[la
korban.[Thelgemaral(ibid.)says [that[it
refers(folalcéase[Where[it[drank milk[in
afmannerthatwould [Sustain[it/dll[day.
Tosafot[ surmises( that[similarly[if an
animallwas[$ustained[consistently[on
grains[JofTlavodallzara, it Cwould [Tbe
forbidden, [apparently(éven[for(regular

eatingl(notlonlylasdkorban).

Despite[lan[JapparentJabundance [Jof
sources/permitting/Such(d/dasel(see Pri

Chadash, [ Yoreh[1Deah[160:5;Igrot

Moshe, [ XYD[1,[147), the[Ramal (YD

60:1)FulesClike[Tosafot’s[stringency

regardinganimals[that[have[consis[]
tently[beenfedMon[kosherfeed. The

Shach{addoc.:5)and [others[argueon

twolmajor[grounds. First, Tosafotwas

explaining/an(dpinion[thatlisnotléven

acceptedlaslhalacha.[Secondly, Tosal
fot’s[suggestionlisl tegarding[ feed  of
avodalzara,[Which[islassur(b’hana’ah

(forbidden[ in[ benefit), whereas! the

Ramal forbadelit[even[dueltol simple

eating prohibition.

Thel$econd pointsuggestslaldistinc]
tionJ whereby[] more[] opinions] can
accept/the(stringencyregardinglissurei
hana’ah. Thisraised[@lot6fidiscussion
regarding[] milk] on[] Pesach[] from
animals [thatCwere[fed (ichametzJon
Pesach.[Weltanladdress[this[matter
onlyl isuperficially [ in[ this[ forum.[ A
major[principlelindicating[leniency(is
thelacceptance[oflthelopinion[(Avoda
Zaral49a)that(Zzeh[v’zeh(goreim, hutar
(=zvzgm).[] In[] other[ words, ] when
something[is[the product of twolor
more[physical (factors, Somelof[which
are/permittedand/someforbidden, [the
resulting/objectfis permitted. Here, the
milklis[afesultofithe[chametzbutalso
other[feedand/or[theanimal’sbody,
and(thus[it[should [be[permitted. One
question, though, lis Whetherthe hajor
dependencyJon[chametz, Jespecially
over[time, makes[the[animaland[its
milk[Someltypelofl¢ontinuation oflthe
chametz/(along[thellines 0flthe[Rama).
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Therelislalsolanlissuelthat[regarding
chametz, [lwhere[Ithe[JrulesJofl bitul
(nullification) [ldo[ mot[lapply,[ zvzgm
mightmot(either((see[Magen[Avraham
445:5).00versimplifying[the 'matter,
the[] Mishnall B'rurall) (448:33)01 is
equivocalCand[Rav[Moshe[Feinstein
ruledTeniently(Igrot Moshe, ibid.).

ImportanttoCusClin[[RavFeinstein’s
thesislis/that helrejects hot[onlylthe
Ramalbut(dlsothe[Shach’sdistinction.
Helsaysthat(the ise(ofla By product(of
an(issur/hana’ah thatlis mow(gone!(i.e.
thelanimallfeed)(is far(toolindirect(to
bellconsidered(benefiting[/from[Jthe
original[item.[ The prohibition could
only[beBased(on Seeing(the milk ds/an
extension(oflthe[driginallobject, which
is@fringeopinionweldomotaccept.

Instead ] of ] citing[] all[J the ™ various
opinions“andCapplying“themto[lthe
similar[but(slightly[more lenient ¢case
oflbasar(b’chalav, welwill [obviate[the
issuel /byl ]sharing[]our[]assumption,
corroborated[ by lan[JOU[lweb[page.
Even(tegarding(thelcalfl feed[that[is[a
mixture(ofimilk(dnd (meat((not(all(dre),
the Cmilk[Jand Cimeat[“arenot[cooked
together.[ That(feed[thus[is[forbidden
only(rabbinically(dnd [itlis[permitted [to
benefit lfrom [ (Shulchan[lAruch, [ [YD
87:1).tlishardfo[imaginethat éven
according[to[the[lRama,JalJrabbinic
prohibition(whosehaturelis[proced ]
ural o fequire(alperson(fo refrain from
eating, [ratherthan[Saying(thelobjectfis
intrinsically Jforbidden(Tsee JChelkat
Yoav[1l,[20)[would[ extend[ on[tola
transformed by [product.

CHIZUK #0DUD

Divrei(Torah fromthelweeklylsedra
withlalfocuslonTivinglin'Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk forOlim & Idud|for notyet Olim

Welarel all[ familiarCwith( theLTARBA'A
LESHONOSISHELIGEULA,thelfour
expressions| of[ fedemption’mentioned
inthebeginninglof theSedra. Firstly,
VIHOTSAYSI(]Mlwill takeyouout"(T]
thelfirst_ phaselof redemptionlis[the
extraction(ofthelJewishipeoplefrom(a
foreign(Tculture.[Secondly, [ V'HITZALI
TIreschemimei'avodosom,lwilllsave
youlfrom(their(servitude."[Thelsecond
phaselis[beingLableto[belproductive
andJworkOforCJourJownneedsJand
purposesJandlnotlforeignlinterests.
Thirdly, 1V'GO'ALTI eschem, 1" Cwill
redeemyou"[1IThe(third[phaselis[that
welwillinotbelsubservienttolalforeign
powerbutCbelIfree JtoplotCourCown
future] and(] destiny.l Andll lastly,
V'LAKACHTIDeschemliCl'am, 1" Cwill
takelyoultolbe mylhation,[thelfourth
phaselJis[JthatwewillreceiveJthe
TorahthatlwillCguideusCin[charting
ourCmissionandldestinylinCourlown
uniqueJandholyCmanner,dictated by
Hashem. Corresponding(tolthesefour
expressions, [theRabbis(instituted[the
four cupsloflwinelat the[ Seder. The
positioningJofitheClcups[hint[tothe
phaseJofJredemptiontowhichthey
correspond.(The(firsticuplisKiddush(T]
hintingJ to[J our(J] sanctification] and
separation] from[] the(] nations.[] The
secondl cuplis(drunkatlthe culminal]
tionOoflIMagidover[ithe[JmatzalJand
before weleatthelmeal,hintingtolour
abilitytoJattend CtoJourCJownneeds.
Thelthird[cuplisbentching,‘althank
youlto[Hashem[forCour[ability[ to be
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free[andable[tol[useour_energylfor
Torah(bris, the[ Davidicldynastyl and
theTemple._ThefourthcupLis_over
theJHallelJ (D whichUisJourUlink [1to
Hashem(through(Torah.

However, therelis(afifth(phrasethatlis
notLlincorporatedasJalfifthClcupand
thatlis[V'HEIVEISIleschem el haaretz,
"ItwillCbringlyoulintotheland".[Thislis
thelJculminationof thelTredemption.
Whylis(itChotLcommemorated(with[a
cuplofiwine?Perhaps(thelanswerl(lies
in[1thelJwords(]of(1thel[]S'forno.[1The
S'fornolpoints‘outthatlinfacttherelis
yet[lalIsixth[phrasellin[ thesel verses,
following[MandCICwill take [ youlas[my
people"Jandpreceding "l DwillJbring
youlinto[thelland",[ the[Torah[says,
"VIDATEMKifanilHashem"I"Andlyou
willltknow that[IlamHashem(whotook
youUloutJof[IMitzrayim".(JThe[1S'forno
says[thatthisCmeansthat[you must
contemplatel] andl] ponderl] these
phasesof redemptionJandllintegrate
andlinternalize(theirCmeaning[solthat
theywillClbecomelingrainedwithinyou
and(] becomel] part] of(] your(] very
essence.[ ] This(]is[thelImeaning( of
"yedia",JalldeepLlintimate Jbondwith
thatiwhichlone(perceives, established
throughJdeeplicontemplation..]When
thistwillThappen,thenC1willCbring[you
into the(Land, for(thenthe Landof
Israelwill(servelits[purpose(toprovide
thelenvironmentneeded(tolenhancela
nation[thatlCisCuniquelysimilar_to’the
qualitiesof thelland.As[the Rabbis
tellll us,[] Hakadosh(] Boruchl] Hu
measured alllandsandfoundnolland
more(fittingto(the[Jewish(peoplethan
EretzlJYisroel JandInolJpeopleJmore
fittingtoltheLand[of(Israellthan the
Jewish(people.[Welarelalholylhation
withOspecialDivine JProvidenceland
thislis[alholylland(with[special[Divine

Providence.[] Hence,[] thel] land[] will
provide] and(] enhancel] alllJ of(_ the
qualities[that[thel[Jewish[ peopleare
supposed(tolinternalize through(their
redemption. Thelland[will_Cprovidelthe
insulationJanddistancefrom[foreign
cultures; 7 it01 willCl providel al] fertile
foundation(itolJbuildJallholy[Isociety
throughCourCown(labor,Lit[will_provide
theJopportunityJto[]createJourJown
kingdom[] and(] independencel] from
foreignipowers(andlastly, it(will(be(the
placeCwherelthe[Torahlicanbe[ fully
observed.

Butlsince weldid[ not[ jponder( these
points(] and(] didn't(] internalize ] their
message, [ that[] generation(] did[] not
enter[ Eretz[Yisroelland[thelentrance
of(thellandwas[hot[alnaturallresult
and(continualtionof [ the[ redemption.
Subsequently,levenlafter entering[the
land,Cwe [ were[eventually_exiled from
itttwice luntil this(verylday.[Hence,the
phrase] "V'HEIVEISIC eschem[ el
ha'aretz",[1"IwillClbringClyou(lintolJthe
land"(is[hota_continuationdirectlyof
thefirstfour(phasesandthereforelthe
fifth[cupwas[not(instituted.

Now/[ that[[Hashem[haslin[His[ great
kindness[lenabledustolloncellagain
begin( tol settle( thel land[ of(lsrael, it
behooves[us[toponderLandcontem(]
plate[whatlbur[essencelis[aslalfree
peoplelanditheltruepurposelthellLand
of(JIsraell] plays[1in[] enhancing( that
essence, [ sol thatliwelcanl meritliour
final(redemptionand(settlelinthelland
forever(and(finally(drink the(fifth(cup.

RabbiZev(Leff,MoshavMatityahu

TORAHTHOUGHTS as(contributed by/Aloh Naaleh
members for publicationlinthe Orthodox Union's"Torah
Insights', aweekly Torah|publication'on Parshat HaShavu’a
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

Parshat Va'eira

On the Shoulders
of Giants

"Theyldon'timakelthemthewaylthey
usedo."

WellhavellalllJheard[thislcomment
with[referencetolalllsortsCof things,
usuallytools[land[lutensils. Despite
allCtheltechnologicaladvancesfrom
which1wel benefit, [ well often T are
convinced(that certain(things/were(of
superiorfqualitylintheroldrdays."We
believell that[l thel] old[1 hammer
Grandpalloncellused[ was[stronger,
andthellsnowlIshovellThewielded
moreleffective, thenthenewfangled
"throwaway"junkthattheyproduce
nowadays.

Weleven(extend(this[belieflof things
beingbetter’backlinlthelold[days(to
human(] beings.[1 Today's(] leaders
cannotbelcomparedfolthoseloflold,
and(] today's(] athletes(1 arel] cheap
imitationsofltheBabelRuthsfand Ty
Cobbsloflyesteryear.

In[thellJewish( tradition, [ therellis[a
conceptlof(1"nitkatnuhadorot",the
generations(1 get(] progressively
smaller.[] Talmudicl] sages(] arel] no
matchforCBiblical[heroes,landthe
great(rabbis[of recent[times cannot
comparel(toltheltabbinicallleaders[of
centuriesfago.

LikeJ any[J other(] belief,[] this(J one
requiresJalhealthy’doseof(Iskepti
cism.[Surely[technologicall progress
has( provided[ us[ with[tools[thatlare

superiorJtoJthose Jwel[loncelJused.
And,Whereaslevery[generation’has
itsloutstandinglheroes,not everyone
inCtheJpastCwas[alperfectperson.
Furthermore, 1 there arel] plenty(] of
peopleltodaywhol can(standluplto
thebest of previousgenerationslin
their[courage, in(theirferudition, orlin
theirlpiety.

Intthisweek's Torah[portion, Va'eira,
welencounterfwhatimightbethe first
examplelinrhistoryloflthe(comparison
offalcurrent[personagewith(previous
oneslinfwhichrtheformerrcomesroff
poorly.

Rashirsharesiwith[us,andrultimately
rejects,thelTalmud'sversionlofiwhat
thelopening(versesliniourParshaltell
us.[ThelTalmudlunderstands(these
versesllin[theJcontextof(ithelcon(]
cludingl] episodes(] of(] last[ ] week's
Torahl] portion,[1 wherel] Moshe
challengedthe JAImightyandasked
HimOwhy[Hellhas["mistreated(Jthis
people”,[] therebyl] questioning(] his
very[] mission.[] Indeed,] somewhat
earlierflinJlastJweek's[Iportion, The
askedJGod, 1"WhatOwill 1 C0tell D the
peopleif(1theylask T meifor1Your
name?"

With[this[Dbackground,therabbis
understand(thelJopeninglverses(lof
thislweek's  Torah[portion[as/(follows:
Gldcompared[Mosheto[Avraham,
Yitzchak,Dand(1 Yaakov.[l1From[this
perspective,[] thel] patriarchs[ were
muchImore(]trusting7in[1Grdl1and
demonstrated] greaterC faith(] than
Moshe. They(did[notquestion(G(dlin
spitelofltheirfrustrations. Moshedid.

"Alpity[that[theyare[goneandnho
longer(tolbefound."[This[statement,
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whichtheCrabbisOattribute Jto G (d,
closelyll resembles(] thell opening
statement(of( this essay,["They(don't
makethem(likethey(used(to."

Personally,IChaveicomeltoCapprel]
ciatel[Ithel[] opinion(]of(thosel] other

commentatorsiwholdefendTMoshe

and who( pointd out thatlD Moshe

challenged[ Gid,[not[outl of faithless!]
ness, JbutUoutCofJalprofoundJand

powerfullempathyforthesufferingrof

Hispeople.

Avraham, Yitzchak,J andJ Yaakov
werelindividuals.[Atbest,(theywere
heads[ of( families,\whereasMoshe
heldrthelroleofralleaderrofrallarge
nation.InChisCcircumstances, Cblind
faithiwouldhave beenlrresponsible.

When[comparinglaterfigenerations
withlearlierfones, welmusttakelinto
account[thelchanged(circumstances
of(thosellaterlgenerations.[Welmust
judgelthem,[not(by(thelstandardslof
thosewholcamelbeforethem,butlin
theirrownrcontexts.

InCthelreadingthat[ I do[aboutlithe
Holocaust[victims[JandJsurvivors, |
oftenaskJmyself(lwhether( I icould
possiblyhavellstruggledtoliremain
alivelinthelconditionsrofrtorturerand
horror(] that(l theyl] experienced,
retainingtheirCwill'tollive.CAnd[1fam
certainfthatlhadilpersonallysuffered
theJHolocaust[experience, I Cwould
not'havelbeenlable(tolemergelfrom
itCwiththefaithC'commitmentof'so
many/ of( thel survivorsiwholcamel(to
theselshores(with(tecreated families,
practicing( their( faith] punctiliously,
andCreconstructingvibrantCreligious
institutions.

ICbelievel thatlitlis[not[thatlwelare
innatelylinferior(to(them. Rather, our
circumstances(] have softened(] us,
whereas[] theirl] circumstances
strengthenedthem.

Therellis[JindeedJalJthemelJin[lour
traditionthat'seeslalgenerationas
diminishedllinCJcomparisonwith(the
previous[one;[thellater generationlin
factibecomingMsmaller".

Butlour(tradition alsolencourages(us
tolrealizelthatlater'generationsihave
onelgreatCadvantagebver[previous
ones:[Welstandlon[their[shoulders.
Webenefitfrom(theirprecedent.

Moshelhadthisladvantage:Helcould
learn_fromCAvraham,Yitzchak, “and
YaakovJand[couldJmodel ChisCfaith
and(] leadership] capacities(] upon
them.

From(this(view,[Moshe's[confronting

theJ Almighty [ in(J] defense] ofJ his

peopleJwas[Isimply[]something1he

learned(Jfrom[JAvraham,Jwho(lsimi(]
larlyCconfronted /Gld[in[Idefenselof

thepeopleof(S'dom.

Itimight(beltrue (ofus(thattheyldon't
makelthem(thelwayltheylusedlto",
butthatOneednotCstopJusfrom
askinglourselves,las[our[Sages(did,
"When[willCmydeedsapproachthe
deedsloffmy(fathers?"Forfwelhave
theJdeedsloflourfatherstolJlearn
fromCasCwel buildourCbwn[spiritual
lives.

Welstandlonlthelshouldersiofllong
generations(] of(] giants.[1 Perhaps
futuregenerationswillCsimilarly ook
upliolus.
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RashalRointsacolPondery
VA'EIRA

I)[(How[dan[G[D[Etate[degarding the

Jews[Who[Wvere[doing[fo[Tkave [ Egypt
that LICWILLBRING[THEM[TOLTHE
LAND[{6:8),[if[ these [ peopleLdid[hot
merit[tblgbdraelid[thelehd [Becauseldf
thel[sin [offthe [spies?

2)[Why[does[the[ITorah[Cluse[Clthe
language CAND CPAR'OCBAWLITHAT
THERE[ WAS[] ACI RESPITEC] AND
HARDENED [HISCHEARTCANDDID
NOTOILISTENO TOO THEMOI (8:1 1)
specifically[degarding[the [frogs[dnd[do
otherl[plague?

3)(Why[does[Par'o[lise [dhe[Thnguage
GDOISOTHEO RIGHTEOUSLCIONE
specificallyl] when[ experiencing[] the
plague [of[bhil [(9:27)?

ParshalPointstoPonder
is[plepared by Rabbi[Dov [Lipman
who [tdaches [ad [Réishit Yérushalayim [add [(Mhchon
Maayan [idl[Beit [sHemesh [add [is[tHe [ab thor [of
"DISCOVER: [Ahswers o (Tdenagers [{dnd (Adults) [td

Questions [about [tHe [Jebwish ith"lEeIdheimL)ia
and ("TIMEOUT: [Sports [Stbries [ad [alGhme [Plan Lfdr
Spiritual (ccess" [(Devora)
His (Hhgada hmmentar ["SEDE R [SAVVY" [l [hé
IY"H [pdblished by (Argum [héfore [Pdsach

ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [inl[tHis [isbue
Look [folr [tHem, (it [odly (afker [aTgdod [pondering

The
Missing
Text ()

On[Shabbat[Rlosh[@hodesh(thelmiddle
(main) (Brachaldflthe[Amidalid [special
forlthelokcasion.Idstead [of MKANTA
SHABBAT, ive [day, [Below[dhelline,
ATALYATZARTA.[Thelflnal[gassage
of[this[Brachaldeems[to [Have[lnex[
picably[dropped[allskntence[that[id [ih
the[Brachaldf[d[Tplain"[Shabbat,[the
partLthat[BeginsWvith (KAD'SHEINU
B'MITZVOTECHA...Aruch [ HaShul[l
chanlekpresses(the [opinion[thatlthere
is (o [deason[that[skction [should[dot
be[daid[dn[Shabbat[Rosh [ Chodesh;
RinatMisraellahd[dther[siddurim bhve
accordingly[put[the[dentences[Back.
Hereli$[the[Tcorrected" [text[dflthat
final [phssage[df(the [chiddle[Bracha[fbr
MusafLdf[Shabbat[R"Ch.[YoulLdnight
wantltdcbnsultwithyburRav[before
changingthatlybulbhhvebkenlsdying.
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L'sheimMitzvat HACHODESHHAZEHLACHEM*

Thereldre[385[different[Jéwish[Qalendar[dates[IIB53 [df[them [dccurldveryyear, [the
30th[df[Kislev(dccurs[Z4.5% [df the [time, [the B0th [df Marcheshvan [dccurs [44.9% [df [the
time, [ahd [the B0 [dhtes[df[Adar [Alefldccur 37% [ [the [time.

Oflthe[385[dates,[295 [df[them[dre[solidly Minked [thgether@nd [fbllow [the [HOLADU
ROSH [pattern[(br[dne[df[ifs[Alvhriations).[These[ale[the [days [ftom[the[first[df[Adar
(either[thefirst(dflto [drthe[dnly[dne) [all [the [Way [through[ahd [aFound [the [ykar [until
the[29th[df[Marcheshvan.[These[295 [dates[dre[dot[dffected (By [the [Mariables[ih[dur
calendar[(hamely, 30 [Marcheshvan, 30[Kislev, ahd [Adar [Alef).

The[30th[dfMarcheshvan[id[the[thost[TFestricted" [df[dates[ahd [chn [fll [dnly [dn[SUN,
TUE, [drMHU.

| 29 Kislev[hhve[anly [dne [dhy [df[the Week [(D/W) [ehchdn Which [they [chnnot [fII.
TheBDth [dfKislev(idalso MO ADU, but[idlidn"t Mihked [td [the [mhain [sét[df [dhtes.

59[dates[(1 D9 [Tevetlahd 130 Shvat) [ehch Have [tivo [D/W [dn [Which [they [chnnot [fll.
Rosh[@hodesh [Shvat, [fbr[dxample, [chnnot[fall [dn[alSunday [dr [Briday.[The [shmelis[sb
for[1,9,16,23[Tevet[dnd[8,15,22,29[Shvat.[The[dtherdatesWithin [this[group [df[39
form[ALdther[sublgroups[(bf[8[dr[Althembers[dach),[dachsublgltoupWithlits[dwn
days[dn hich[theychnnot[flI.

*[Knowing[theldetails[dflthe[Jéwish[Qalendar[i$[part(dfithe[spirit(df(the Mery
firstichitzvalgiven[tb[BneiYisrael While We[Were[stillih Mitzrayim.

Evenlthorel[sb, USING [the[Jewish[Calendar[i3[part[dflthis[chitzva[[[Why [dot[skart
dating[yYourlchecks With[theJéwish[date [(inI$rael, [i[id [Jerfectly [akceptable; [don'tlthy
this[ih [Qhutz[[hAretz[[I&bme[dn[Aliyalidstead!).[Dnelshould khowhis[dr[Her[Hebrew
birthday[ahd[cklebrate[ifl[{in [aHdition[td the "general [chlendar" [dhte.)
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Praying win/ Passion

Excerptedldnd [reprinted [Wwith[permission of'the(author

Modeh[Ani "It's[great[tb[belalive!" ne. FomEstieek...

SDIMY 127 ,7702 "NRWI 02 PATY 0021 0 170, 77307 IR NTin/Tin

Simpletranslation: [ dratefully
thank[Mou, [@[living[ahd[eternal [Ming, [fbr
You[havedeturned[hy [doul vithin Cihe
with[Ctompassion [IIThbundantsyour
faithfulness.

Personall¢onnection:Your(life
today [ [dot[list[d[dontinuation [dfYour
life[Yesterday. [Tt[ds (A Chew Cgift, CAChew
chance.[1'Modeh”:[Welhcknowledge[h
priceless[gift. (When[d[person[dleeps[dt
night,[the[greaterportion Cbflhis[3oul
leaves[His[Hody[ahd[akcends[tb [Heaven;[id
returns[When[Be[@wakens, [dven[though
his[dinsCanight (Be[Such[that[he[doesn’t
deserve[dnother[day.[No[thatter[Where
welight[have[gone vrong[Yesterday,
Hashem Cgrants Cus Cleoday LM Teime Cleo
correctldurflaws[ahd flfill [dur [Purpose.
“Modeh”:IWeldre[grateful for[Another
chance. [Bach [nlew [dhy [df life[id [alpkecious
gift[dflgracelthat[G[dlgrants[us,[With [the
hopethatwe [Will [uke [idWisely.
[Ed.Chote:[This[k[dne Lbf[dhe vays[do
understand[dhe Word (B'CHEMLA, [Wvith
compassion.[G[d[restores[durlsboulldven
ifCde[don'tldeservelit; [dven[fldur[Soul
"objects", [sb[tb[speak, [Heing[rkturned[tb
aldinning[Body.[This[ik[d[display Laf[His
compassion [fbr[uk.]

Try(this:[UponWaking[Up[dach[day,
focus[Briefly[Hut[dosely[dn[some[aspect
oflybur[Body’s[Rkalthyflinctioning [Iihake
note[dfthelihages(that[glreetlyburlelyeldr

the[sounds[that[greet[Mour[dars,[drlthe
movement[bf[Jourlimbs,[And Cimagine
howl[it[Would [Be[{#lit[Were[dotlsb.[Then
say[Modeh.[MWe[Have [alllbt [tb [thank (G [d

for.

Word[ ko[ khe[ Wise: Meaning
within[khe[dmeaning...[IRav[ Hutner
pointsCout[that[4he [HebrewWord Hor
“admitting” [And[dhe[HebrewWord[Hor
“giving[thanks” [@re[the [shme[[ITHoda’ah.
Rav[Hutner[kxplains[that[the[Feason
these[tWo [Words/ale[identical[id [Hebrew
isCbecause[Ch[herson’s[Chbility[ oL give
thanks[ik[Based Lodn[his[dbility[do[ddmit
that[heli[ihcomplete.[When[3d[person
gives[thanks[tb[sbmeone, [(He[id [admitting
that[He[deeded[that[derson’s[favors[and
kindness. CACperson[ho Chas[CHifficulty
admitting[that[heldan’t[ducceedLbnhis
own[bhs[difficulty [shying[(thank ybu.” [@n
the[dther[Hand,[domeoneWho[i4[leenly
aware[dffhbwI[dthers[hklp [him [id[nhturally
appreciative, [ And[therefore Heels[inore
positive[1toward[others[JandCltoward
Hashem,[thelgleatest[Giver [ofall.

TTreaderfeedback: [Mantedtd
thank[Torah [Tidbits[(for[dhe[greatldew
column,Praying[With [Phssion".

Pleaseltell the[alithor[thatIlrkad[ahother
meaning[] intol] the[d words[] "rabah
emunatecha"[ih[the[Modah[Anildrayer.[Tl
understand[it[ak[dur[shying[tb[G[d, Thow
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great[ik[Y our [fhith Cdhat [IDWvill CRulfill Cdhe
destiny[(that[YoulputCine[bn[Earth[1o

achieve."

Understanding[i[thusly[gives[the [allbt[df
strength [ahd[affirmation. [[IGQFC

Ponder[this:[JEd.[dote] [MaveYou
ever[doticed[that[When We[shy[Brachot,
wel[start[With[the [skcond[personfamiliar
in[CAddressingLIGIA TTTBARUCHLATA...
(either, Blessed[dre[Youldr[Yoularelthe
source[dflall[Hlessing), [ahd By [the [nd[df
the[blracha[WeBavelchanged(tb[the[chore
respectful Chind (Femote[RhirdCperson[1]
SHEHAKOLLCINIHIYA[BIDVARO, [that
everythingl] that[] exists[] came[] into
existencel] byl Hisld Word,[J not
BIDVARECHA,J Your[ word.[LJASHER
KID'SHANULI B'MITZVOTAYV, (GId)
Who [Has[shnctified [ds vith His [thitzvot,
not[B'MITZVOTECHA, Y our Cimitzvot.
Why[theldhange?[Becauseldfter[the[first
ATA, Owedsay [ ITHASHEMLIELOKEINU
MELECH HADLAM,[G[d, [dur(G[d [King
ofltheniverse.TMhat[Humbles[s, [skares
us, ahd We[think [hlow [chn [laHdress[G [d
as[You.[So[We[dhange[do [third[Person.
Okay, [then [(How [dome[We[shy[ih [second
person] throughoutl] MODEHLI ANI?
LIFANECHA,[SHEHECHEZARTA,[EMU]
NATECHA .[Alpossibleahswer[[d[thatWe
say[(MODEH [When LWeldrelih[durlthost
pristine[dtate[df[the [day.[OurlSoul(Ras
justCBeen[techarged[dnd[testored.[We
are[d[dew[édntity (With[@[fFesh[doul. (We
can[then[still[He[dn [almhore [idtimate ddvel
with[G [dlahd[address Him[ih[the[skcond

person[Emiliar.

This[ileali$[dchoed[ih[d[Humorous[Way
by [the[fbllowing[diece[that[Has[mhadelthe
roundsLdn[émialCbver[the[Thst[3everal

years:

"Dear[God, [Hdo[far[foday, [(Ive Ldone [OK.[1
haven'tLkossiped, Lor[ClostUimy L temper. [V
haven'tCheengreedy, Linean, Chasty, Cdelfish,
kvetchyCorUloverindulgent. LJAndCl'm Civery
grateful(for[hat. [ButCdear[God, GhLd[few
minutes 'm [gonnalgetldutof[Bed, [dnd[then
I'mCprobably[donnaldeed[dIbt[thoreAelp.

Amen."

Ed.Chote:[(Praying[With[Passion[ds[the
work[df[Rabbi[Meshy[Kleinman[dndBis
V’AniTefillahCFoundation.[TThe (Torah
Tidbits[version [df[Braying[With [Bassion[is
taken[from[the[drchives[df[the [Website
(see[hddress[below) Lexceptl¥or[lthe
TTreader feedback[ChndthatCvhich s
introduced[ak[EH. [nbte.
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Spirituallahd[EthicalI3sues
in[the Bamidbar[Stories

Pin¢has (Bamidbar3: | 1){5a}

by Dr.[Meir[@amari

“Pinchaslk[EliyahuManavi; [éf(he
formerOitfsOvritten, Cby[Zealously
makingd My RightsO valid’,d and
EliyahuO says,d ‘I0 havel been
zealous'’[{BavalMetzialdl 14a).[On
thestoriesCof[bothCbf(them, Care
presented]thedJewish[dbalanced
view[betweendhellkgitimatelplace
ofkealotryCandthe[Hemands[bf
Ahavah[ABnd[Thesed.IThelprayer
‘ForfhelSlanderersktihereBelno
hope’,dBirkatCd HaMinim,OinCthe
Amida,disOsoOfulldofOhateand
condemnationthatdtOs[bound[to
arouse[] feelingsd of[d animosity
against[kheXraitorsClandCnternal
enemiesCofdsrael.[BuchCalprayer
musthereforeloriginate[ith[dne
wholsChoted[(ForChOackCbf[Ckhe
passiondofdhatred.dSod0Shmuel
HaKatanWas[dhosen[By[fhe[Sages
toChuthor[BirkatCtHaMinim.It[Che
wholtaught, T'rejoice[OnotCinCthe
downfallCbfCyourCenemyCBnd et
notCyourCheartCbelgladCwhenChe
stumbles’'] (Mishlei124:17).OLest
G[dOseeandOitCdispleases[HImM
(Avotr(4:24),"[(HaRavXook[Zt"l).

ItOisOfittingOthereforeOthatOthe
haftaraldf(Rarshat[PinchasWhen[it
isl] readd befored Shivald Asar
b'Tamuz,disthe revelation to
EliyahuOinOthed Caveatd Sinai
(Melachim[Alef(18:46[19:21).

WhenCEliyahukilledXhe[prophets

of[Baal,dezebel3oughtHoKillhim
and[hefledRo[Har[Finai.(On[that
chapter@helwholels$toryparallels,
yetOisOnC¢ontrast[to,[thatCofCthe
revelationIthere[dto[OMoshe[after
theldinldf(thel[Rigel.[Ralbag,Rashi,
AbarbanelCBndbthers[tlaim[that
heldidOnotfleeCoutCofCfearCof
Jezebel’'s(0 threatd but( rather
becauseprophecywasOwithheld
fromO him.O When, O despite the
miracle[at[Har[HaCarmel,hothing
changedCinCthebehaviorCofCkhe
people, CEliyahuOsetCouttoCIfind
prophecydatOHarOSinai, datOthe
place[bf[(Matandrorah,khe[dmost
awesome[JofallOrevelations.OOHe
traveleddhereByFootHor40Ldays
and nights without eating or
drinking,OsustainedOonlyOby Cthe
miraculousHood [given[XoChimCby
an@ngel, dill(hedeacheddhelTave
at[Binai.[Throughout,[k3houldbe
rememberedthatOinOthisCdsame
Cave,[Xhe[Bhelosh[EsreilMidot[bf
G[d's[Mercy[hadbeentevealedln
answerdto[OMoshe’sCprayersCifor
forgiveness[orIsrael’s[Sin[{Shmot
33:2134086).
TwiceGLdOappeareddtoEliyahu
therel@sking, OWhat[@retouldoing
hereEliyahu”?0GLdCwasCactually
askingCby[what[Fight[CHid[CEliyahu
whoO hadO broughtd droughtd on
Israel@ndXilled[@he200prophets
of[(Baalldomelfor[prophecyohis
Cave.[[Here[Moshe, CafterCgrinding
thelEigellnto[dust,akingOsrael
drinkOthe"god"OthatOtheyhad
madelanddhenhaving@hoselho
worshipedOitCkilled, Opleaded CIfor
forgivenessdorhis(people; 3omel]
thing[thatCEliyahuChadChot[Hone
norCwasOconscious[thatOitClwas
required[dfi@deader. to'belcontinued
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Machon Puah

Establishing
Constant(Supervision

InlthelIpastl Iseveral[ lweeks[Iwel lhave
demonstrated (the (imoral Cand Cethical, Gf
not[halachic[Ineed [ for[‘maintaining[Ja
clear(and(certified"'chain(of/possession"”
for[igeneticl materials| being[ processed
outside[] the[] body[] until[] they[] are
reintroduced(to[ the[ bodyl as[part[ofla
fertility[treatment.[Welhavelalso[shown
that[constantsupervision[istequired, [in
order[to[lbe[labsolutelyl certain that[la
childlis[the[lgenetic[Iproduct[lofl his
parents(without(the [possibility[of human
error.[ As[ such, [ fertility[ supervisionl[ is
necessarilyldistinct from[other(types of
supervision.

Inlorder(to[absolutelyl¢ertify the'chain
oflpossession", [thelsupervisor needs/to
havel constantland[directlaccess[tol the
geneticmaterial ‘being[processed. [From
the[] timel| thel] geneticl] materiall is
presented (] tol] thel] lab,[] shel] (Puah
supervisors[Jare[Jall[religious 'women)
must/be[present(in(thelaboratory(atlany
timel the[ embryologist[ works[with[the
sperm, [éggs, drlembryos. [Shelmustieven
maintainlJdirect[Jeye[lcontact[ lwith[ithe
materials(at(all [fimes.

Shelcannot[leave[ the laboratory.['She
cannot!take(telephonelc¢allslorleven[go
to[the (bathroom, (butmust(remainin[the
laboratory(continuously. [Her(Sole tolelis
tol constantly monitor[ the work [ ofl the
embryologists dand/eénsure that(there[was
nomix [up.

Oflcourse, [itlis[physicallyimpossible[to

maintain[ leye[ |contact[ Jwith[ Imaterials
being[ spunlinlalentrifuge.[ Nor[ sl it
reasonable(tol ] expect]supervisors | to
sleep[lin[Jthe[llab[Jovernight[Jwhile[la
fertilized[égg/growsinlthelincubator.

InClorder[ to[maintain[ thel lintegrity[ ‘of
"constant[| supervision",[| Puahl] has
invented[liniquelc¢ontainers/and(seals(to
belused(at(such(times. Thesel¢ontainers
arel affixed[around!thelindividual [Vials
containing[] thel] materials[] being
processed [ and[arel then[ sealed[ byl the
supervisor[ using[ Puah'sspecial [ seals.
OncelJtheJcontainerlissealed, Jit[Jis
physically[]impossible[ ! to[Jaccess[]the
genetic[ Imaterials lwithout[Jcompletely
destroying[ the[seal.[Thel[ supervisor[is
permitted(] tol] suspend[] monitoring
activities(onlywhenl(the[seal(is in[place.

When[] the[] embryologist[] wishes[] to
resume handling[thel genetic[ materials,
thesupervisor[first[Ichecks[Ithe[Iseal,
verifying|[ that[ it has[ hot[ been[ broken.
Oncelthat[determination hasbeen(made,
thel seallis[ broken[ and[ thel supervisor
resumes| |constant[ /monitoring( ] ofl the
materials. [ This[process[¢ontinues uip[to
the[Jmoment[] that[]the[J materials[]are
reintroduced(tothe[Wwomb(as([part/oflthe
fertility(treatment.

Al single[! supervisor[] is[] generally
assigned [to/éach(case, [Sotheldouples(are
familiar[ with[their[ personal [ supervisor.
In[fact,[thesight[JofTtheJsupervisor
accompanying/the(genetic (materials[is(a
welcomelsign[to[Puahl¢ouplesthat[the
processing(was[completelylerror free.

It[is[verylimportant[thatthe(standard [of
supervision[is(accepted By (alllauthorities
andsegments/oflJewish(society, without
question.[As[such,Puah(supervisorslare
ultralérthodox Women, [Whose [testimony
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islacceptable(tolall. Supervisors(do[not
need to[havellal‘medical [ background;
such[Jalbackground[may(Jeven[lbella
disadvantage(sincela medicallyloriented
personlmay (be tempted [fo linterfere Wwith
laboratory[] procedures,[] whichl[] is
definitely[ ] not[]something[ | within[]the
purview [ofld[supervisor.

SincelItheJoverwhelming[Imajority[of
procedureslinvolvelfemale[patients[and
thellarge majority[of embryologists are
women, ] Puah([] supervisors[] are(] all
women.

Supervisors[| undergol] anl! intensive
training[ program. [ They[ arel taught[ the
basics[JoflIfertility,[Thalacha,land[Ithe
standards(Jand [practices[Jof[ Itheir[]job.
Theylare tested [and undergo [Supervised
practical [training[Jin[Jthe[/laboratories
wherethey[will[eventuallywork, alllin
anleffort(toleénsure(that(theylare familiar
with[their[tesponsibilities and [ $ervelas
truelguardians for(the(genetic thaterials.

Weltry[asmuch[ as[ possible[ to work
with[physicians to[schedulel procedures
atllconvenient[ times[ for[alllinvolved.
However,[] fertility[! treatments[] are
precisely(timed [to doincide[with[specific
things [T happening[Jwithin[Jallwoman's
body.lAs[ such, supervisors[arel some![]
times onl¢all[24 hours[alday, evenlon
Shabbatland (Chagim.

ItllisCinot[Jan[leasyl itask, [ land [ requires
personalsacrifice[ | and[]alsignificant
investmentlof[ time[land[leffort. ITheir
ultimate[ reward[is[ learning[ that[ their
couplelhadlalchild.[Yet,[they often(have
nol¢onnection[Wwiththel[couplelafter(the
procedure( ) and (] their[ | reward[]is[] the
knowledge(that(they[played(a significant
rolel] in[] ensuring[ | thel[| sanctity[| and

continuation(ofitheJewish(people.

Theylare(the unsung(heroes of the[Puah
Institute.
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HaillandPrayer

Welhavel[ldiscussedtheJplagueJof
BARADTThail before, butthis[yeariwe
willClook “atC’some [ hew insights[ from
the[ShemMiShmuel.

After experiencing the plaguelthroughrl
outlthellandof(Egypt, [Par'olagain(tells
Moshelthatlhelwill"allow thel[Jews[to
leavel |Egyptllandlhelrequests(that
MosheJremovetheJplague.IMoshe
tellsthimthat'whenhelgoes outoflthe
cityChelwillstretchCout”his[hands[to
Hashemrandthethunderrandrhail twill
stop[(Sh'mot[9:29).[Why[does[Moshe
say[fwhen[lgoLout[of[ thecity 1 will
pray’?[ICouldn'tChelpraylin[thelcity?
Rashilsaysthat_helcouldn'tCpraylin
thelcity[IbecausellitCwasfilled Jwith
idols.(It[seemsIthat'Moshe was(saying
that[Thellcouldn't(1*“talk (1tol1Hashem”
properly because( of ] all the[Tidols
around.]ButJdidn'tCJMoshell praylto
Hashem[Jtoremovetheplaguesof
frogs(1(8:8)JandJlocusts[1(10:18(19)?
Therelhelprayedin(the(city.[Whathad
changed? What(was[ different(in[the
plaguelofihail?

Welseelsomethingdifferentalreadylin
Gld's[‘speechlto Mosheltolbring[the
hail.[(He[says[tolhim, Stretchoutlyour
handupon(thellheavens,land[there
willCbehaillin[all thel land [ of Egypt
(9:22).[Thelword[uponlislabitunusual
and(]that(!is(1why([] Rashill brings(]a
Midrash(Jthat[1Hashem(JliftedJ/Moshe

aboveltheheavens.[1Butl1the'word
upon(isCalsolusedat[theplagueof
CHOSHECHT!IIdarkeness{10:21)and
Rashil there[doesn't’say( thatl Moshe
was! liftedlabovel the"heavens. Why
doeslhelsaylitlby hail?[Whatwas(so
speciallaboutlthelhail ?

Thelverse(tellsus(that(therewas[“hail
and(fire[flamingLwithinthe[hailstones”
(9:24).[Rashilexplains(that thisfwas[a
double'miraclelTTthatinCorder tol do
Hashem'sOwillDwaterC(hail)Jand fire
worked[ together.[ Theyl madel peace.
Theylreverted[ toalTrelationship[from
anlearlierCstagelinChistoryCwhen(fire
and(Wwater(were[mixed(together(llas(it
sayslJin[]B'reshit[]RabballaboutlIthe
SHAMAYIM(11thelheavens[1Tthat G[d
made(them(bymixingfire (EISH)and
water(] (MAYIM)[ [T EISH+MAYIM[] =
SHAMAYIM[=[the heavens.Moshe
didlhaveltolgoltolalhigherlrealm1lto
above(thelheavens(Iitobringthelhail,
which[waslarcombinationrofrfirefand
water.[ That's[ why Rashil makes!/ that
commentlatitheplaguelofihaillandnot
attheplaguelofidarkness.

Solhaillwas(specialland[Moshehad(to
goltolaldifferentidomaintobringlit,[but
whylcouldn'tlhelstayllin[the[city[ to
removelit?[(Why(did'helhave(tolleave
thecity[to[pray?Jews[havelhad[to
prayl[l amongst(] nonlJews[ for(] any
centuries.[Are[welimplying(thatthis(is
notrallowed?

The SHEM[MISHMUEL explains[that
justllike[alspecial spiritual force was
needed( tol bring[ thehail Talsimilar
speciallspiritual (force (wWas[heeded[to
removelit.(Moshe's prayer_ heeded(1o
stretchthelimits Cof ChumanCability ()
demandinglalperfectlenvironmentiand
thelutmost[concentration. This[could
notlbellachieved(]aroundllidols(Iso
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Mosheleftthe(city.

Welmay[hotlwanthail_how,butCwe
surelcould’uselsome(rain(Ilandsome
speciallprayingcouldlonlyhelp.

Thelverses[dealingwith(theplaguelof
haillend by saying(that thelflax"and
barleyplantsCwere[destroyed[ byl the
hail(but'theJwheat(Jand[Ibuckwheat
werelnot. Herelis[alrecipe(for(flaxand
buckwheatmuffins.[1fCyou don't"have
buckwheat(flourljustiuselregular flour
instead.

BUCKWHEAT FLAX
BRANMUFFINS

3lcupsibran

2cupbuckwheat(flour

4leggs

Yalcupbrownlsugar

Yzlcuploliveloil

1lcuplsoymilk

1lcuplunsweetenedlapplesauce

3ltsplbakingpowder

1ltsplsalt

1[cup(raisins[or(Craisins®

1lcuplchoppedinuts

1(3[Tbsp(flax/seeds
Mixlingredientstogether(inlarge bowl.

Makelsurelthebbatterlis(smooth;let[sit
for(10minutes.

Spoonlintomuffinitins. Bakeforlabout
30mminutesat350°F.

EWIDDLES!

Prizes[{br[Blst[sblution[skts[ateflrnished By
Noam[Productionslahd/orBig[Deal.

Lastlidsue’s[(SH'MOT) MTriddles:
[1] Who[Had[an[eixtralgrandfather?

Gershom[ahd[Hiezer, [sbns[df[Moshelahd
Tzipora.[dTheir[paternalCjrandfather s
Amram.[TheirCaternalCgrandfather s
Yitro,[Who[Bas[deveral[dames, [ihcluding
YETER.[That[nheans[ektra.

[2] Mount[Sinailand [abush[dn[it

Therel[id[@[Phraselthat[dccursfive[times
inCthe[Torah[Halso,[in[AIICbf[Tanach).
BO'EIR[BA[EISH, Hurning[With[fire.[Bour
times[Gh[D'varim,llvhen[Moshe [Rabeinu
describes[ Matan[Torah[Chnd[Cthe[Binai
Experience,[He[dses[tdhe[phrase[BO'EIR
BA[EISH.[J(Onetime,ditCisCIBO'EIR
BAEISH ADJ LEIVL] HASHAMAYIM,
burning[WithHlire[dntil(the[Heart[df[the
heavens.)[Oncelih[Parshat[3h'mot, ive
find[thelphraselapplied tb[the [SINEH, [the
Burning[Bush.[@ur[Tradition[i$ [that[the
S'NEH [Was [dn Har [Slnai.

[3] Pre[Exodus[@ndWwhen,[did[they
dolthis?

Inboking[Et[this[(TTriddle, Weldeelthat
the Wording[ik [thuch [do [Mague[dnd[dan
include[mhany[different[things. Mhatlwhich
was[Intended Clwas[lvomen[borrowing
clothes[¥rom[their Cheighbors. [T his[s
mentioned[ih [Parshat[3h'mot[{3:22)[3s
part[dflthat[Which[G[dltéllsMosheatlthe
S'NEH.[1t[i$[tb[Heldne[dflthe[things[that
immediately Cprecedes[the [(Bxodus.[Th[d
totally LdifferentCdontext, [it [k [What[dhe
lastLhishna[df{Masechet[Taanit[dells[ds
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about LITULb'Av[Tthe [daughters Cof
Jerusalem Cvould o Cbut[in[bhorrowed
white[darmants[l{borrowed)[do[ds[dot
toleimbarrass(thosewhohhvelnbne...

[4] Theldnelnhissing[ffom[theSeven

Thelehd[dflthelphsuk[quoted ih[the [ead
Tidbit[(Sh'mot[13:8), [refersClto [Eretz
Yisraellds[d[good[dnd[dxpansive land,[d
landowing Wvith LilkCdnd [honey, [dnd
"the[place[bf[the[Canaanites,[And[1he
Hittites, Lland Clthe[JAmorites,[and Clthe
Perizzites,[Jand Clthe[(Hivites, (landClthe
Jebusites."[These[hre[ [ bf[ the[ $even
Nations[imh[the [fliture [BretzMisrael. MVho
is[] missing? ] The[d GIRGUSHI.J Rashi
(elsewhere) [quotes[the[Midrashlih[shying
that[the[Girgashi[fled[dn[its[dwn[ather
thanCéncounter[(Bnei[Yisrael, [ fherefore
they[dreldot[thentioned[ih[dome[dflthe
listings[df[the[Seven[Mations.[GIRGASHI
is[mentioned at[the [ehd[df[Ma'etchanan[id
theldefinitive ist[df[the[Seven[Mations.
(InChe[Brit[Bein[HaB'tarim,[Xhey[hre
mentioned[ds[dneldf[tken[dations[ih[the
land[that[G [dl[gromises[tb[Avraham[and
his[descendants.)

[5] Basket,[mhilknode,thelearth

VATIFTACHLIIIAnd3heLbpened...[ Bat
Par'o[dpened[the[Basket[With[Moshelih
it.[Theldarth[dpened[Ber[thouth[{itself)
and[3wallowed[Datan[dnd[Aviram[dnd
Korach...[Yael[dpened[the [flask ((NOD)
of[ohilk[ahd [ghve [Sisralsbme, [Which [mhade
himLdrowsy.[He[them[deceived[d[Holey
temple,Chs[the[bld[Fiddle'sCpunchline
goes.

[6] LDI,lD2,YLI,[YL2,[YB2,[YLS,
YR2,[AY3,[Peresh

Bat[OPar'o[dnames[dMoshe.CIVATIKRA
SH'MO[MOSHE...[Others[that[Chamed
sons[(weldan[dall[(Bat[Bar'o[dlthother[df

sorts[Ho[Moshe, Hince[dhe[Tanach [llh
Divrei[HaYamim [Bhsically[does[the[shme)
with[Jthe[exactUphrase CIITIVATIKRA
SH'MO T&ke[each[dfDot's[daughters [Tk
the[Ctode" [dflthe[TTriddle,[the[sbns[ale
LD (that's[d[dne,[dot[dheTktter[)[dnd
LD2,[[fbrMotlahd[daughterldnelahd Mot
and[daughter[2.[¥L[dne[i$ [Yaakov's[dnd
Leah's[first[don, [Reuven, YL2[i[Shimon,
YL5 8 Missachar.[Bor[each [dfltheselsbns,
Leah[damed[them[dnd[dhe[Torahldses
the[Words[MATIKRASH'MO. Soltbofbr
YB2, [thatMould bk [Naftali, sécond[sbn [off
Yaakov[ahd[Bilhal(hamed[Hy[Rachel),ahd
Rachel's[nhming[Binyamin[(YR2), although
her[dame[did [dot[skick; His [fhtherdalled
him Binyamin[Tihd [sb [do [We.[AY3[id[the
thirdSon LofCAmram Cand Y ocheved (1]
named,[As[CmentionedAbove, [by[ Bitya
(a.k.a.[Bat[Par'o).Mhese8ldccurrencesdf
VATIKRASH'MO Clare (all Cfrom Clthe
Chumash[{7Cin[B'reishitChnd ConeCin
Sh'mot).[Thereli$[dnelthore[dccurrence
in[Divrei[HaYamim.[And[MAACHA, [Wife
of LIMACHIR Ogives[birthto[alson,
VATIKRABSH'MO, [End[$he[dames[Rim,
PERESH...

[7] Unexplained[ih[theBarshaPix

InCkheower[Fight(Band CkornerCisCh
picture[dflaldross[skction[df[aldornldog,
which[3[TA [ftankfurter[that[id [ehcased[in
corn[Bread[Hatter[HeforeBeing[Baked [dr
fried, ClisuallyCServedCon A 3tick."[The
closest[We[Have[tb[that[ih[[$rael[i3[alHot
dogléncased[ih[phylloLdough, Divhich [k
called,[ih [3raelilslang, [MOSHE[BATEIVA,
Moshe CinCkthe Cbasket, Chs Clin[(Parshat
Sh'mot.

[8] The[IMazalPic[for[Sh'vat[we
change[tb [the[dew[thonth's[MazalPic[dn
Shabbat[M'vorchim)[i$ [the [theterological
symbol[fbr[Cumulonimbus[douds,[Mhich
isCaltypeldfldoud(thatlid[thll,[dense,[ahd
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involved CiinCkhunderstorms[Chnd Cother
intense veather. CCumulonimbus[ineans
"column[rhin" [ Ihtin." [As[alrhin [doud i
carries[Water, [thaking[it[aAlWater[darrier,
as[in[Aquarius(the[Water[chrrier[[TZodiac
signLbfL the[dnonth [bf[Sh'vat. [(May[bur
Sh'vat[beilled vith (benefical, [blessed
rain.[The[dame [df(the [thazal [df[Sh'vat[ih
Hebrew [k [D'LI,[(BucketLdrpail, vhich

carrylater.

ParshaPiX explanations

The[ParshaPix[btarted[dtsCtareer Cvay
back[When,[dn[dage[3[df[Torah[Tidbits.
When[Weentltb [Aldolor[duterldages,
we[mhade [if[albitIdrgerahd [put[idlid [cblor
on[page[2.[ThisWeek[MHs[d[dneltime
thing[Xwhich Chnight[Chbe [Fepeated), Cve
decided [t highlight [idbly [pluttinglitldnthe
frontlgage. (We[Have[dlways[fbund[it[tb
be[allfilin [Way [tb [get[ihto[aldiscussion [dn
Parshat[JHaShavuaClwith Clehildren[Cland
guests[akt[the[Shabbat[thble[dr[Whenever
itorks[dut.[Dne [dflifs féatures id[that[i
can[He[Used[With Ldhildren [And[ddultsLdf
differentCevelsChnd[Cbackgrounds.[For
example, [Youldan[dhould[dYoungldhild
thelicture[df[frogs[dAnd [EdskHim/her[to
tellljoulabout[the [Makot.[Youlchn[show
an[dider[child[dr[aHultlthe[picture[dflthe
oven[ahd[ske[Wholrkmembers[about[the
frogs[unnaturally[goinglihto[the[dvens[df
the[Bgyptians.[This[dan[Ikad[tb [E&ldiscus ]
sion[df[the[dupernatural[dspects[dflthe
Makotlahd[Why[that[[inportant.[Dccall
sionally [(all [ddght, [hore [than [dccasionally)
there[dre[playsldn[Words,[puns,[dtc.[do
contend [With [but[that's [phrt [f{the fin.

Usually, ComostCof[khe ClelementsCin[Ch
ParshaPix[alelekplained[id [the [shme[idsue
[Mvith Conly [d [few[Wnexpaineds [Teft[ds
additionallchallenges, [With [their[sblutions
appearinglih[thedbllowing[Week's [sue.
ThisCveek, Cve [Will Céxplain (Al Cbf[the
ParshaPix [fbr[the[Benefit[df[(Jeople [Who

might[bk lnkw[tbilahd [its [pbtential [ukes.

OnelThst[Joint:[Reter[Ban[dnd[the[Rink
Panther[hre[the[T'hosts" [ bf[ ParshaPix
becauselthey(share[igs[iditials.

& 70f(dhe 0 00nagesfrom[dheMavka
Judaicalgraphic[dfltheTl0[Hlagues.[The
final[three[drelih[dext[Week's[dedra.
(BOLF[BET+ALEFLF[2+ 1 [F[3inal
plagues(thatlatefdundlid Phrshat[BO.)

& ProminentOin[CtheOmiddle[dof[Jthe
ParshaPixis(lthe (IMATEH, (Moshe's
Staff. [t [id (Burping[Because[it[(hot[the
TANINU[E[Had[dhanged[ihto) [dat[the
staffs[of [the [Epyptian[Wizards.

& Thed sword[ represents[] Z'RO'A
N'TUYA, [the["butstretched[arm" [With
whichQive [ivere [Ho[Be[faken LdutLdbf
Egypt.[(Where[idlthelcbnnection[mhade
between[ah[dutstetched[arem [ahd[the
sword?[[d[the[Hagada.)

& ThelShovel[dsed By [the [Egyptians[do
dig[for Cwater [MITbnly Cway [for[Chn
Egyptian[to[get[Aldrink[Huring[the
plagueldfBlood.

& Theldven[k[vhat[3ome[frogsIvent
into, [ploducing[alKliddush[HaShem[ahd
alldsson [td [uk [that[G [dlid[still [d [charge
of [bature [THe[rknews, [dvery[day,[the
acts[bf[Creation.[{EachCelement[bf
nature [that[Was[lised [(By LG [d[ih[dhe
processbf[ the[Plagues[And[Exodus
sanctifies[G[d's[dame[Hecause [Welsee
His[¢ontrol[dndLinvolvementlin [2his
world.)

& Fourlcups[dfidinefbr[the [Four[Terms
ofLJRedemption[I(or Cother[14s,[as
posited By [different[sburces ik ybur
childrenldnd[guests[fbr[dther[deasons
for[#tups) CwhichDCvefind[Cat[the
beginningldflthe [sédra.

& Triple [J)[Student[Struggle[fbr[[oviet
Jewry, [slogan: [kt[My[People[Go.



& Pictorial drepresentation[Jof (1Par'o's
heart[strengthening, [ak[id[mhentioned [id
severallplaces(id Ma'eira[(@nd [Bo).

& Emblem Cof[Jthe[(IHogwarts[ISchool.
Par'o'sCdwizardsClmight[dhave[been
dropouts[rom[Hogwarts[3ince[they
were[notlableltb[cbpeWith[the[plague
of KINIM[{lice).

& Below[Davka's[Hail[(dre[fhe[dtanding
wheat[dnd[dhe[Broken[Barleylih[the
aftermath [dfthat[plague.

& Crocs,[domfortable[shoes[Whose[Ibgo
is[A[drocodile, [ds[ih[the [Staffthirned ]
to[MANIN.[(Not[tb[Be[donfused With
alligator[shoes.)

& The[dompass[deedle[Joints[dorth,[BL
TZAFON, [Es[ih [(ELTZAFANIB. [Wziel,
broldf[Misha'ellahd [Sitri.

& C[fatomic[humber[8, Atomicveight
12.01) [ [dhe [dymbol[fbrldarbon,[the
main[{only?)[ihgredient[ih[the[flurnace
sootlthat[Mosheland[Aharonldsedltb
bring[about[the [ plague [6fLIH'CHIN
(boils).

& FlagCdbf[Vietnam.[Thekey Cinakes it
KINAM, [alk.a.[KINIM, [plague #3.

& Elazar[(b.[Aharon[HaKohein[inarried
oneldfltheldaughters[df[BUTI'EL; [they
had[ Pinchas.[d Elazar's[] wife[] was
BATPOOHIM

& There[dredports[fleams' [dymbolsfor
AROV.[ Detroit[] Tigers[] (baseball),
Cincinnati[Bengals[(football), [Memphis
Grizzlies[(basketball) Mostlappropriate
[IMVhy? [(Memphis[Was[dlso[the[dame
oflah[ahcient[Egyptian[clty [(And[chpital)

& Topldight[@rethefops[df[the Gvord
CHODESH, ] making[ this[J element
ROSHIGHODESH.

& Underl[that[@[alpicture[dflshowl(cbnes,
shaved[ite[With[flavoring[(and[dolor).
In[Hebrew, (BARAD, [ds[ih[dlague[#7.
Nextltd[the [BARAD [i{[fire, [Which[Was
contained[Within [the [Hailstones[dflthat
plague.[{The[BARAD Lshow[dones[do
notlhaveire[linlessLyouldind[Cbne
flavored With [clnnamon[ahd (hbt[chili.)

& Below[the[flre[[A[RAMZOR, [Hraffic
light, With [gheen br[G O [fbllowed [Hy(al
tooth, ih[Hebrew,[SHEN,[dombining
toLGOSHEN, [the[Area[df[theJews
which[stoodlih[sharp[dontrast[tb[the
rest[df[(Bgyptlthat[Was[smittenHy[the
plagues.[This[dontast[i$ [dn[isue[With
Par'o,[ab[plresented(id [the [sédra.

& TheldhairWith [@fbotrest[i3[from[the
opening[pasuk[Jof(the [(Haftara[¥or
Shabbat[Rosh[Chodesh: [ Thus[bays
HaShem,[Thel[theavenis[My[throne,
and[thelehrth[d[My[fdotstool..."

& Under[that[i3[ah [Uzi[ahd [EHottle[and
glass[dflale, [cbmbining[tb [DZIEL, luhcle
of[Moshe,[Aharon,[dnd[Miriam.[{The
hard[dhallengelih[this[3[tb[get[ZIEL.
Oncelgotten, [akk[Who [He[Was? M[they
don'tlkhow, [sénd[them [tbalChumash)

& The[froglWho[thinks[that[2+2=5[34
DUMBITZ'FARDEI'A.

& Thellétter [BfbrmedWith[aldate[galm
and3dhtes[idlahTAMAR.

That's[the[Way[ the[ParshaPix[Works.
Great[ starting[] point[] for[] Parshat
HaShavua reviewL(without[the [kids
thinking[it's[dchool[dime). (Wse it Livell,
and[bhve[fiin[along[the Way.

Redemption, Kehuna, Yechezkeil x 8

More than 50% animals constitutes this
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by Shmuel[Himelstein

R’CEliyahu[David[Rabinowitz[Tleomim
(the[Aderes)Was[the[Rav[ih[Bonevezh,
alwealthy Cltown. ClUnfortunately, Cithe
residents[df(thetown [gaid[Him[d[Mdery
low[wage,[and[lhe[(lwas[constantly
struggling[td[mhake [ehds[meet.

Realizing[that[the[Aderes[cbuldHotive
onl[thelshlary[He[Was[Haid[ih[Bonevezh,
the[downsfolk L&f[Mir [dpproached [him
and[dffered [(Him[@lthuchHigher[dalary.
The[Aderes[Wvas[Happy[to[dcceptlthis
new/[dffer.

When[thelpeople[df[Ponevezh[theard
that[their[Rav[Was@bout[tb éave [them,
theyl[got[tbgetherlandldecided[tb[dffer
the[Aderes[d[Wage[that[Was[far[dbove
that[Which[(He[(Aad[dccepted [(from[dhe
peopleldfMir.

The[Aderes[defused[do[dvenldonsider
thisLoffer, Léven[dhough [k [Would[dave
him[the[tkemendous[Bother[df[thoving
and Would[phyhim[mhuch[nhore.

“|(Have [given[hy Mord[tb[the[people[df
Mir,” [he[daid,[Jand[dneldoes[dotlgo
back[dn[his[Word.”

=

“When[adWise [hanOboks[ih[aldhirror,”
said[the[Baal[Shem [Tov, Chelshys[alllthe
imperfections[lin[Jhimself.L1However,
when [@fbolIboks[Gh @Al irror, @l [that
helskes[id[hbw[hhndsomelhke ldoks.”

SEgollvs. kaMATZ16[1

Yaaleh(¥W'Yavo (vy)

Ifldne [dmits VY [id Maariv [df[R"Ch, (hle
does[nbtlrkpeatthe[Amida.

For[8hacharitCand[Mincha, Cbne [nust
repeatl(thelehtire[Amida.

If[dnelrkalizes [his [dmission [ahd (bhs [not
yetlLshid[G[d's[dame[ih[theldnd[df[the
R'TZEI[Bracha, [ustlgb (bhcktbMVY [ahd
say[floml[there.

After3aying[ G[d's[hame [T Hinish[the
brachaldnd[shy[YVY [Hefore [dontinuing
with[MODIM.

Once[MODIM[Was[Begun,[do[Backlto
R'TZEl[ahd [shy fdlom[there.

IfClyouUrealize Cyour Clomission [hafter
finishing[lthe [LJAmidaJ(saying LIYIHYU
L'RATZON...),[J repeat[] the[d whole
Amida.[] Remember:[] Shacharit[] and
Mincha, But[nbtMaariv.

OmissionL&f[YVY[h[Birkat[lHaMazon
does[INOT [ihvalidate[the [(Benching. LTf
youlfbrget[(YVY,[do[dotlrepeat. T you
realize [your [dmission [Hefore [Heginning
the[hext[bracha, [ there[ds[h[ kpecial
brachaltb [shy[id libu[dfYVY.

RAHAY ... Neptune

Neptune'snkw[Hebrew[nhmel[id Rahav.
According[tb[JéwishEncyclopedia.com [}
Originallyalnbythical lnhme[dksignating
thelabyss[dr[the[ska...[mentioned[id
lyovlahd[M'hilim...[the séa[mhonster, [the
dragon...[Malmud,"Rahav" [idlthe [nhme
oflthedemon, the [rliler [dfthe[séa
("SarlshelMam";[B.[B.[Z4b)...alludes[td
Egypt...[sbmelséeidlak[meaning
"arrogance,” [Choise," [dr Mumult" [T
appliedtdltherbaring[dflthe [sbalahd [td

the[Egyptians
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THEWJERUSALEMIINSTITUTEIOFIJEWISHILAW
Rabbi [EmanuellQuint,[Dean

Dayslon(which(a
Beit/Dindoes mot meet

Several lweeks[Jago,[ Renal land [ were
invited[tolal friend'sChome!for the[Friday
night[meal. [Thelhost's[son[wholis[a[rabbi
inla[communitynearNew[Y ork(asked[me
the following[ Iquestion. [ JHe[Jand[Jthree
other[tabbis[in[theirl communityhad[set
uplJal Beit[ Din[ to[ ladjudicate| monetary
disputes among[ the imembers [ ofl several
congregations. Most[ofl the [members [ of
the[ congregations [ were[ businessmenland
ittwas[generally [difficult for(them![to take
time[from/[their business[should(theyléver
havelto[goltolthe[Beit[ Din.[Since their
business[ were[ closed on[ Shabbat[ could
the[ Beit Din[ hold[sessionsJon[ Shabbat
should(the meed|arise.

[Cexplained ! that[ there was[al chapterlin
Shulhan( | Aruch[]Choshen[ | Mishpat[ Ithat
dealtwith[the days/when[Beit[Dinl[could
not(hold(sessions. TIs Shabbat[oneoflthose
days?

The Talmud[tecords(thatl during[ the[ 5th
century BCE,[ Ezral HaSofer[ énacted[ten
majoridecrees((seeBavaKamal82a).[One
ofltheselenactmentsprovided[thatla[Beit
Dinlshouldholdlits[$essionsonMondays
and[] Thursdays.[] This[] enactment[] was
clearlylintended [to[strengthen(thejudicial
process.[] However,[ | there[] is[] another
Talmudicpassage which[states/that[prior
toJEzra's[J enactment, (] the (] courts [ held
sessions[every day[ofl the[week.Ezra's
enactment ] would[ ] thus[Iseem[]to[ 1have
reduced[Jaccessibility[ ito[Jthe Icourt[Jand
apparently[tolhaveweakened[the judicial
process. I[setforth(an(outline[oflthe Views
oflalfewl(great(scholarsover(the ¢enturies

asltolWwhat[thel enactment[ accomplished.
Commencing[ ] some[] 15000 years(] after
Ezra's[] enactment,[] the[| Tosafists[] and
successor [ lcommentaries [ offered[ several
suggestions[tolteconcilel theselapparently
disparate[ ] sources.[] Rabbainull Tam
suggests/ that[prior[ to[ the enactment[a
court[ ] would] meetl[] everyl | day[ | when
requiredtojudge[cases; [ifl there [(Were[no
casespending, however, [then(itWould mot
hold(sessions. [ This arrangement/tendered
the[J process] ofl] conveningl[] al] court
extremely lcumbersome. ] The[Jenactment
therefore[ I providedIthat[Jal]court[Jmust
actually[ sitlin[ session on Mondays[ and
Thursdays [Jwhether[or[Inot[trials[lwere
scheduled. [] Another[ | suggestion| | by[|Ri
HaZakenlis[that[prior[to [theénactment[of
Ezralal¢ourt[met[éveryldaylinlone major
city.[] According[ tol[! this[] view,[] the
enactment[tequired[courts to[Sit[in[every
citylon[Mondays|and[ Thursdays.[Rashba
explains(thatbefore(theeénactment, [courts
would[meet(oninspecified daysand (now
thecourtswould[‘meet[in[ each[ city[ on
theseldesignated(Idays. [ Ritval lsays( that
prior[to['the[lenactment( there[ 'was[Ino
specific[timelin[the[day[When[the[courts
would[sitlandmow![they had to[temain in
continuous [ IsessionJduring[ Itheseldays.
Meiri[ | suggest(] that[ | these[ ] days[] were
selected[ sincel peoplelassembled to hear
the(teadingoflthe Torahlon[those days. [t
was|[Istated[ Jabove[Ithat[Iprior[ito[ |Ezra's
enactment(the¢ourts metlevery day. [ This
Talmudic| statementappears(inlal discus|
sion[ofl the ldays [ on_ which[ al marriage
ceremonyl should[take[place. Anlintegral
partllofl Jevery[1Jewish imarriage[is[Ithe
Ketuba. It iwas[therefore[decided[ ithat
marriagelceremonies should [take(place on
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alday(precedinglalday(thatlis[ designated
aslalcourt(session[so that(in/the(évent(ofla
claim{Jofl I fraud[/based [ on[Ithe[Ibride's
alleged(Istatus,[Ja[ husband[could[]go[to
court[ontheldaylafter[thel consummation
ofl] the[ marriage.] Accordingly,] The
Mishnal(T. Ketubo!1:1)in[discussing/the
dayson[which[al marriage[ should[ take
place, [states[that(in[the ¢ase[ofla virgin[it
should(take[placelon[ Wednesday, [ Wwhich
is[the[day[ before[the courtlimeets. The
Talmud[ explains[that[ Sunday[Which also
precedes[alday[designated [ for[Jal court
session[is inappropriatesince there[is ot
enough(time after Shabbat(toprepare(the
wedding(feast. [ The[Talmud|[further(states
that[ the teaching[ that[ virgins [ should[be
marriedon[Wednesday applies[onlylafter
Ezra's(] enactment, ] but[] before] Ezra's
enactment, When[¢ourtsessions [Wwereheld
everyl day, imarriages were[ held[on[any
day.[The Talmud/in(turn(asks(why [there[is
alldiscussionlofl ithe[law[ before [Ezra's
enactment. [ Thelanswer/(given(is(thatéven
after( thel enactment, [ ifl therel is[ al place
wherel court $essions[arelheldevery day
thenla marriage[¢eremony may take[place
every[ day. Indeed[Alfasil states[that[in
thosel places where[ after thel enactment
courtl[ ] sessions] are[] held[] every[] day,
marriagel ceremonies may( bel held[ every
dayl(] provided[] there[] wasl| adequate
preparation. [ Welthus[see from[Alfasilthat
therelare[placesWherel[¢ourt[sessions[are
held Jevery[lday. [JRambam[Jalso[lin[his
statement(Jof! the( halachallindicates| that
there[are placeswhere[the[ courtmeets
every/day. From(the foregoingwe[see [that
theldayswhen[al¢ourtmay hold sessions
plays(dprominent role.

tobelcontinued TYH

Kermit thinks that July the 4th is a British king

Parsihe [Peints (o Pencer

Suggestedlahswers

I Mhe[@hr[HaChayimlelplains[that

the[previous[verse[Jattaches[]a
condition o [G[D's[Words.[k[days
ANDYOULWILLIKNOWI[THATI
AMLYOURLGD...CANDOLCWILL
BRING[THEM.LG D[k daying[that
HelWill[Bring[them[tb rael [dnly [if
they[mhaintain [their[rklationship [With
HimWhich[they[fhiled[o[do[hen
theylsinnedMliththel[spies.

2)[MheKlilMakar[tbaches[that[When
every[Lbther[plague[&nded,it[Was
removed[dompletely [With [do[dem[]
nantldnd,[therefore,[it[Was[datural
for[Bar'oltb[devert[Hack[tb [His[dld
ways.[However, [dfter [the [dlague [df
frogs, [the[frogs[Werelstill (there[ih
pilesland[chusing[altkrrible [shell[sb
one[WouldWonder[how[Phr'olcbuld
remain[stubbornWith[theldeminder
of[theldlagueldightlih [front[df[Him.
Therefore,[the[Torah[dxplains[that
Par'o[kaw[ REVACHAwhich[kan
mean [ JRESPITEbut[Jalso[JOPEN
SPACE.[He[ 3aw[ the[many[ bpen
spaces[in [Egypt[Wherelthe[bad[smell
was [nbt[nbticeableahd[thatlempowl]
eredbimltdrémainlstubborn.

3)LTheDaat[ 1Zekeinim[IMiBaalei
HaTosfotLdnswers[dhat[before[the
hail, 3G [D [Cvarned[(the Cpeople[to
bring[ih[their[@nimals,[sb [Bar'o [Was
declaring[that[G[D [was(righteous fdr
warning[them[ahd[they[Were[Wrong
for[lignoring[JG[D'sCwarning[Cland
leaving[their[dnimals[dut[dnd[their
being killeddliringbail.
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