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SD': [stands[fbr[Short[D'varMorah,ahdlid[alldng[standingfdature
of(Morah [Midbits.[Wsually lidterdispersedWithin[the[Aliya by [Aliya[Skdra
Summary, [they[thake[d[short[doint[about[dlsingle[i$suelih [thelskedra.
Many[ah[SDThhvebken[shared[at[Shabbatltables[throughoutldrael [(dAnd
abroad, vialthe[idternet) fdr[manylybars.[Herelidlohe forPhrshatMitro:

Thelthitzvot[dontained[Within[the[Aseret[(HaDibrot[{there[dre[14[df
them, With[alT5th ftom [the Ma'etchanan [vkrsion [df [the [Big[10) ke [Both
specificLinitzvot[ds[vell[ds[being[dhapter[headings[for LihanyLdther
mitzvotlthatlatefdundlelsewherelid the Torah.

Take, [fdrlekample, LIOMIGNOV.[Generallylttanslated(at Mhoushaltnbt
steal,[the[draditional Ldinderstanding [k [4hat[ [k [ dhe[prohibition Lbf
Kidnapping, [Lé. [stealingalhliman bking.

But[ilidluhavoidable [tb[ste [IOMIGNOV
as[alllirge[chtegory[dfmhitzvot[ffom[the
Torah[OMMincluding[stealing, Llrobbing,
cheating[id [Business, [thoving[albloundary
marker [to[take [Thnd[from [d [deighbor,
takinglelxcessivelprofitldn[shles,[denying
that[dne[Has[the[possession[dflahother,
keeping[d[fbund[dbjectlthat[dnelhust
attemptlio[deturn,CleceivingLbthers[ 1]
even[Imerely[Iwith[1words,[1perhaps
collectinglihterestLdn[d[personaldban,
copyinglplroprietarylcbmputer[programs,
stealing[iHeas, [dtealing[domeone's[time,
orlsleep...[the[listlgbes[onahdloh.

Word of the Month

Alweekly featurelto'help clarify practical and conceptual aspects of the Jewish Calendar,
thereby'enhancinglourappreciation'of G7d's giftof HaChodesh HaZehLachem...

"People are accustomed to look at the heavens and to wonder what happens there. It

) would be better if they would look within themselves, to see what happens there."
JerusalemBShabbatlid/outltimes Parshat[Mitro Statement (among many) attributed to R' Menachem Mendel Morgensztern of

A:% 0 pm/525Opm (scepl3fdritmesmctherdcations) Kotzk The Kotzker Rebbe, whose 151st yahrzeit is this Shabbat, 22 Sh'vat.
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€andie Lighting

and Havdala times
Israel Standard Time
Candles ParshatMITRO Havdala
4:41pm Yerushalayim 5:56pm
4:59pm S'derot 5:58pm
4:57pm Gush[Etzion 5:56pm
4:57pm Raanana 5:57pm
4:57pm Beit(Shemesh 5:57pm
4:58pm Rehovot 5:57pm
4:57pm Netanya 5:56pm
4:57pm Be'erSheva 5:58pm
4:56pm Modi'in 5:56pm
4:41pm Petach(Tikva 5:57pm
4:41pm Maale[Adumim 5:55pm
4:56pm Ginot[Shomron 5:56pm
4:55pm Gush(Shiloh 5:55pm
4:57pm K4 &[Hevron 5:56pm
4:56pm Giv'atiZe'ev 5:56pm
4:58pm YadBinyamin 5:57pm
4:59pm Ashkelon 5:58pm
4:43pm Tzfat 5:53pm

TTB95
Rabbeinulam
6:31pm({I'm)

Next wleek

4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

4:

SO B RO B O B O, IO ) B

147/6:01
:05/6:04
:03/6:02
:03/6:02
:03/6:02
:04/6:03
:03/6:02
:03/6:03
:03/6:02
147/6:02
47/6:01
02/6:02
02/6:01
03/6:02
02/6:01
04/6:03
05/6:04
50/5:59

Correct for Jerusalem

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
19 28 Sh'vat (February 3 12)

Earliestl Talit] & T*filin00000005:4005:33am
Sunrisell00000000000000000000000006:3206:25am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malinninn9:1209:08am
(MageniAvraham:(8:2608:23am)

SofiZ'mani T'filan00000000010:05010:03am
(MageniAvraham:19:3509:33am)

Chatzotimmooommommi11:53011:53%am
(halachicinoon)

Minchal Gedolalnoonononn12:23112:24pm
(earliest/Mincha)

PlagiMinchanoooooooooo000004:0804:14pm

SunsetiI000000000000000000000000005:1905:27 pm
(basedionlseallevel:15:1405:22pm)
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LeadTidbie: FA[INO€€ [ON[INO€CSeee

The[Aseret[HaDibrot[domes[vith[dwo
different[skts[df(Torah[otes[{tantillation
marks, LITROP).dOne[set, Clknown Llas
TAAMEICHATACHTON{lower [hotes)
presents[the [IB [plsukim [that[mhake [up [the
Aseret[HaDibrotab[dstthat[ITIB [pfsukim
among[the[3846[p'sukim[df[dhe[Torah.
They[dound[doldifferentldnd[dot[hore
special [than[@ll [the[dther[d'sukim [dflthe
Torah.[JAnd[that's[good,[because[ the
Aseretl1HaDibrot[] have[1beend over[]
venerated[by[inany Cpeople [1lTJew[And
non[Jéw [ o [dhe [ point[dhat[dur[Sages
took[heasures[foMclose [the [houth[df
thelapostate"[Wholdaimed[that[G [dlghve
usldnly[the[Aseret[HaDibrotlahd[thatlthe
restldflthe[Torah[Was[Written By [Moshe
RabeinulLbn[hisCown.[WithoutHurther
elaboration[dn [this[Joint I[Hnd [Without
bringing[up [the[3sue[df[Tto[stand[dr[dot
tolstand" [Whenl[the[Aseret[HaDibrotlate
read[{perhaps e [vill Chave [pace[to
discuss[thatUssue[too) [ IITthe[Tlower"
notes[Ttone Llown"[the[dramalbf[the
Torah's[gresentation [dflthe[Sinai[Bxperi]

ence.

Onlthe[dtherBand,the[TAAMEIHA'EL]
YONU[(Lipper[dotes),[gresentlthe[Aseret
HaDibrot[ds[distinct (IDIBROTL{D'varim
or[@ommandments, ab[theyalelpbpularly
referred[do), Lvith [ Cdramatic[fair [fhat
reflectsCtheir CspecialnessLin[Jand Clof
themselves[and[ih[dontext[df[the[Whole
episode[afMatanTorah.

[Sidepoint:[the[hames LJEELYON[hnd
TACHTON [defer[tb[the[fhct[that[dome
Torah[dotes[alelprintedabove[the[Word
they[mhark, [ahd[dthers[al-e[printed [Below
their Word.[Both[séts[AfTAAMIMEbr[the
Aseret[ HaDibrot[Thave[both[kinds[bf
notes, But[the (TAAMEI[HA'ELYON [Has

more[lipper[hotes.[JAnd[these[hotes
generally[ad[thelabovementioned fhir [td
thelrkading.]

Officially, (the [TACHTON [skt[df[dotes[id
to[Beldsed When[deading[the[Torahlih
private; [ the CELYONet[is[for Cpublic
reading.[ThisCieans[thatCinost[bf[ the
Torah[rkading[Jewish[world Cluses[the
"upper"[nboteshen[the[Aseret[HaDibrot
are[rkad([id[shul[oh [Shabbat[Parshat[Mitro,
on[3habbat[Parshat[Va'etchanan[{there
areldnteresting[thanges[in[the[Torah's
twoersions [Ithis, [dome[dther[dime),
and[dn[Shavuot[thorninglWhen We[dead
fromYitro.[JAndDwvhat[Hoes[Yprivate”
mean?[(When[JouSit[Cdt[home[With[3
Chumash loh[Friday [night[ahd[gb [dver[the
sedra,[dnd Youldead With[Torah[dotes,
youl[uke[the MAAMEIHATACHTON.

Minhag[Yerushalayim [ [to [Use (TAAMEI
HATACHTON [When[the[Asaret[HaDib[]
rotldreldead[ih[Rarshat[BlaShavua.[Only
on[Shavuotlmhorning,[When[there[id[mhore
of[the[iHeal[df[de[ehacting[lMaamad [(Har
Sinai, [We[rkad [With [the[ELYON [nbtes.

With @&l [this[shid, [t's [draw[ah idhportant
lesson[ffom[the[above, [that[gbes[Heyond
and[deeper[than[how[the[Aseret[Hall
Dibrotlsbund.

Since[Barshat[Wa'eira,[the[Torah[deading
has[bkenMlying[high". [Prophecy, [miracles,
wonders,CinoreChiracles,ChAndCiniracles
within[miracles. Suspension [of [the Tdws[df
nature.[Spiritually [Ifhe (highest[We[gb.

Butldok [atlthe [BeginningdfPhrshatMitro
(andIbok &t [thost[df[dext[eek's[sedra
of [(Mishpatim, Ciintil Che [testatement[of
the[Sinai[Bxperience).[t's[about[ak[down
tolehrthlakybulchn(gkt.[Mundane, [every ]
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day[duestions[@nd[disputes.[All[Rinds[df
little(dhings [(dhat[Moshe[fand[dur[dourt
system)[Has[tb[deal ith. [Your[doglgdets
scratched ip [by Lyour Lheighbor's [tose [
bushes[that[the[is[fuining[{because[ho
hydrant[Was[alailable). MVho [phys[fbr[the
damages?[This[ik[domparable[to[d[fiery
and C3moky [Binai [Cwith (G [d's[Cpresence
accompanied ] by[1the[] everlidcreasing
sound[dff[aIShofar?

The[hnswerCisCIIYES! CIThe [JAsaeret
HaDibrot[dnd[EII[éf[(Torah[And[Mitzvot
that[they[deflectldomeWith [dwo [dets[df
notes:[LUPPER[Andlower. [Each[has[iks
place.[IBoth[lcomplementeach[other.
Jewishife[ChasCitsCkpiritually Clplifting
moments.[And[it[Has[thany[thorel[dvery[]
daymoments.[JAndCleach ClofChll Clthese
moments[dre[dddressed[Bby[the[Aseret
HaDibrotahd b the Mhole[Torah.

This[Shabbat, [dome [dfls Wil (Rear[the
Taamei[HaElyonland[someWill[Hear[the
Taamei[HaTachton. Butall [dfluk Wil [Hear
andMicariously[dxperience[Matan[Torah.
AndQlveBhoulddecommitCdurselves[Ho
Torah[@nds[Mitzvot[dn[dll[kvels [Mfrom
the[thundane[tb[the[sublime...[dnd[Back
again.

#2 We never become reconciled
to the same things from which
we were estranged, but to things
which have undergone some
change in fact or in our minds.
From'A[CandlelbyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein

AlCandlelbyDay[¢The[Antidote[®TheWorld[Df[Chazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[at[054[209[B200

YITRO 5TATS

| 7th Lo (54 [sddras; [Sth [od[T] [d[SH'mot
Written [oh (138 (Ihes [il[aISdfer [Tdrah, [rdnks [4bth
|5 [Parshiyot; [4Tapen, (1 [csed

75* [sukim (IEnks [47 th
(only (TLsddras (have [felver (psukim)

105 Cwbrds, [4D22 [ekters Tdknks [4bth
Yitro [isI tHe [sthallest [sddra [l (SH'mot

*Tradition [isT tHat [Yikro [has (72 [plsukim, [ndt [75.
We'll [TRY [td [sdy [rore [on [tHlis [id[a Théx [inkide.

How [many [plsukim id Yitro?

Aswelmentionedloh[phge[5][mMost
Chumashim bhve[75 [plsukim id Phrshat
Yitro.[Mhe[traditional"lcbunt islZD.
(The[Biman"fdrthatiblimber(d
YONADAYV [IBkn Shim'a, [aInkphew [of
David[HaMelech's.)

Iflybulcbmbine the fiFstitivo [plsukim [of
the[Aseret[HaDibrot,[ak[sbmelsburces
do, [there Mill bk [Z4 [plsukim (id Yitro.[f
welcbunt[DIBROT Irdther[than

p'sukim [for(theAseretHaDibrot,[then
thelnbimberdlopsltd 72 [(from[Z5) ahd
that[mightlréconcilelthe(difference.
Butlhbtlqliite. Becausehenelréad
the[AserethhDibrotMlith MAAMEI
HA'ELYONI@sDibrot), therelafe
onlyBlIplsukim/dibrot, sincelthe fil-st
two late[dEfinitely[cbmbined.Motal [Tl
71.8b?

This(Shabbatlis[the141stlday([{lof(355),[21st[Shabbat[{of(51)0f(5770
no> mpw .TPDI LN ST mb oo ibn
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MITZVOT

Yitro Lcdntains (17 [of(tHe (A1 3 [ditzvot;
3 [pbsitive [and L4 [ptohibitions;
(14 [odltHe [T [ate [within [He [Kderet (HhDibrot)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

NumbersUin[[squareCbrackets] ClareCthe
Mitzvalcbunts [bf[Befer[HaChinuch[JAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.L]1 A=ASEI
(positive CImitzva); CIL=LAV (prohibition) 1]
Rambam[ counts[ positives[] (248) and
prohibitions[{365) [$eparately. [ X:Ys[the
perek[@nd[gasuk[from Which[the[thitzva [

counted.

[P>X:Y [(Z)]ahd[F>X:Y[(¥)][iddicate [start
ofdlParshaly’tuchaldrstumaldespectively.
X:Y[i$ [Rerek:Pasuk[df[theBeginning[dflthe
parsha; [(Z) (i3 (the [dumber[df[d'sukim[ih[the

parsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [IIIB: | (118

[P> 18:10(27)] Yitro,0 Moshe's
fatherindaw,0hears"alll thatOhas
happened"l toll thell Childrenll of
IsracllandOcomesltodMoshelwith
Tziporall andl Moshe'sll (actually,
Tzipora'sdthat’s0howlthedTorah
describesll them!)l twoll sons,
Gershoml andl Eliezer.0 Moshe,
Aharon,JandOthelEldersOwelcome
Yitro withll greatd honor.0 Yitro
praisesl] GOAO for0 alll thatd Hel has
donelforlthelPeople.

SDTY: Thellstraightlreading of ! this
portionlindicates|that! Yitro heardl about
the  Crossinglof'the[Sealand|of the battle
with!] Amalek.[| These[| arel thel] events
recordedlin[thel previoussedra.Other

OUllsrael@enterTT895 %= 6

commentaries| |point!to[|certain| ltextual
referencesabout! Sinail andare of! the
opinionthat Yitrollcame[after | Matan

Torah, [ sometime! during[ thel almostl one
yearl that! the Peoplel remained camped
nearlSinai.[1f'thisis[so, (thenWelhavelan

examplel bf! 'therelis hoset orderlin(the
Torah's! account! of 'what! happen(ed/s)".

AndWelcanladd(the évents ofSinailto(the
listloflwhat[ Yiro[ "heard and came". Of
course, [ when!thel Torah[does ot follow
chronologicalll sequence,|] therell are
reasons...Land sometimes el getlinsight
intoWwhatthosereasonsmight be.

VAYICHADLIYITRO,L]Yitro[lwas
delighted [With [all[afthe[gbod[that[G [d
had[doneHor[the[peoplebf[Israel.
That's[the[‘plain” Chneaning[bf[ the
word.[] Rashil] mentions[] another
possible[mheaning[df[the Word [IHf[the
skin[Breaking[dut[ih (lgoosebumps”,
perhaps[h[kubconscious[Feeling[bf
mortification [for[the [downfall Ldf[Bis
former[tolleagues.[Onelhas[to[ be
sensitive[dnd[dareful (With Livhat[dne
saysltdalcbnvertlak[pbtentiallcbnvert.

Lewi[[Skcond[Aliya
| | [plsukim [IIIB: 1323

Onl thel following day,0 Yitro
observesll Moshell judgingl the
PeoplelfromOmorningluntillnight.
Helofferssuggestionstfordallmore
efficientl system.ll Moshell should
teachll thell Peoplell whatl GO
requiresfoflithem,0and0helshould
alsoll handlell thell mostl difficult
questionsl andl disputes.l Butl the
bulklOotOtheldailyljudginglshould
belassignedltolqualifieddindividl
ualsll wholl willll bell inl chargel of

TheRarshatYitro[5770(issue



groupsl ofll ten, O fifty,0al hundred,
andl all thousandl people.O Yitro
explainslthatlthishewlsystemwill
notlonlylmakeOthingsleasierlfor
Moshe,butlkthelbeoplefoolwilllbe
benefited.

(This[Portion [df[the[dedraldefinitely
seems[tb[Haveldccurreddfter[Matan
Torah,Ldven[iflyjouWant[to [day[that
Yitro'slakiginallatrivalWasbkfore.)

SBTY: "Onlithellfollowinglday..." \The
plainlimeaning lwould! be, lon[ Ithel lday
followingYitro'slarrival. [Rashi, lhowever,
quotesthelMidrashlinlsaying(thatthe day
was[thelmorrowlof Yom Kippur, (that Very
firstlYom Kippurwhen Moshelcame ldown
from[thelinountainwiththe second set of
Luchot.[ThisCimakes "animportant(statel]
ment,[1that!1not[only[lis[ | building! the
Mishkanlanlessential part of the"getting
backtolifel followingtheJGolden Calf
disaster"[period, [butsolis theleverylday
socialland|divillfunctioningof thepeople.

Inlthel bigl picture, [wel seel that! Parshat
Yitrolwith(thelinain descriptionlof Matan
Torahll precedes] Mishpatim!] with[] its
mundane, [ everyday, downltolearthlaws.
Yetlat'thelbeginninglof Yitro, welfind(this
outlof'sequencel]l  portion[] ofl] the
Mishpatim|relatedlconcept.[\And "atthe
endlof Mishpatim, bwelhave(the testlofthe
storyofl Maamad[ Har[ Sinai.So[which
reallycomes! first | thel lofty, Uspiritual
dimensions[oflJudaism, [or everyday!life?
Wel lcanI(andshould) “look[at it las[la
packageldeal.[(Seelfoo, Lead Tidbit)

Howeverlybullbok[at[the[first[phrt[df
thelskdra, [the [story [dfYitro[skems[tb
belahidterruptionbketweenlthelelents
oflthe[Exodus[ahd[the[Splitting[df[the
Sealoh[thelohelhhnd,[ahd[MatanTorah
onl[the[dther.[But[il[id[definitely [NOT
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an[ihterruption [t [$[d[drelrkquisite
for[Matan[Torah.[Moshe's[view[dflthe
judginglprocess,[As[he[kxplains[to
YitroWho[abks[him [Whathk's[dbing, [id
that[]the[d people[d comeJto[Jhim
LIDROSHLET[HA'ELOKIM, o[ $eek
Gld Yitro's[Point ik [that [there [k [d
lack CofCivility LAmong[the [disputing
individuals CvhichChnustCbe[Chandled
BEFORE[they[dan[dursue[Knowledge
of LIG[d [rhis Linterlude Chbout L kivil
justice [dcanteach[JusCthat[good
interpersonal [telations[dllows[lis[ o
really LlbenefitLfrom[JMatan[LITorah.
Similarly, (IDERECH[ERETZ[KODMA
LATORAH.

SDT: Here'slanotherwayl of looking at
thell "Yitrolintro"[] (catchy!)[to] Matan
Torah.[Perhaps! thel Torah!is tellingl us
howl tolrelivel thel experiencel bfl Matan
Torahlinlourlownllives.Its suggestionlis
"bellikelalconvert”. [TakelalfreshViewlof
Jewishllife.[ Marvell atlall the thingsthat
GldhasldonelforBneiYisrael. [Don't fake
things[] forl) granted.] Approach) your
Judaism!likeYitroldid.[Even!iflyoularela
Jewl byl birth, lwork[on[beinglalJew by
choice. [ Gld put(thel dramaticl storiesl of
thel birthlof thel nation'onlhold, [tolletl s
takelalclosellookldatsomeone wholdoesn't
havelthelMountain|poisedlabove!his head.
Besides, [IMatan1Torah lwas[theImass
conversionlofl al familybased  group| that
isLattaininghationhood. But! thelindivid!]
uallstillL counts. This(welcanllearn| from
Yitro, fatherlinllaw! ofl Moshe Rabeinul'|
thelindividual.

ShlishilIThird[Aliya
4[plsukim [111B:24 217

MoshelhcceptsllYitro'slbuggestions

TheRarshatYitro[5770(issue

andlselectsltheljudges.0Commen(
tariesl pointl outl thatl thel actual
qualificationsl ofll thel judgesl that
Moshell selectedd werell more
"modest"Uthan0YitrolhadOrecoml
mended.ll Inl theory,0 thel very
highestlcaliberdpersonlshoulddbe
soughtlafterlasljudge.OInOreality,
wel oftenlhavell tolsettlel for0the
besthweltanltinddnburlkociety.

Moshell sendsll Yitrol offll onl his
journeyltoIMidyan[(toconvertlhis
family,kaysRashi).

Noticelthat[the[first[three[Aliyot[are
all[art[df[allsingle[parsha, [the[darsha
of LYitro[{not[ o[ be[ tonfused[With
weekly [Phrshat[Mitro). [Pull that[phrsha
outldfltheTorah fbrlalmhoment[(don't
worry, We'll[put[if(bhck), lahd[the [next
thing[We[rbad[about[id[[$raelltiaveling
from LRefidim Cltowards [ISinai. LIThis
follows[smoothly [ftom[the [bhttle With
Amalek[Which[tbok[glacelih[Refidim.
Sequentially,[fhe [demoved[parsha[df
the[itrolgpisode[id[Not[mhissedlak[all.
Therefore, [it[deems[dbvious[that[the
Yitro[Portion[ik[there[fbr[its[Iksson
valuelalone.[MVhich[id[fihe,[ahd[id [hlow
welJunderstand[d the[JEINCISEDER
MUKDAMLU'M'UCHARCBATORAH
phenomenon.[The[Torahlik[dot[lst
goingltd [plitlthings[autloflchonological
order[fbr(nb[gbod[rkason[{fnentioned

earlier).

R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
6 [plsukim [IIIP: |

Here begins the Torah reading for Shavuot morning

OUllsrael@enter(TT895 %= 8

[P> 19:1125)] ThelTorahOnow
returnslkolthelsequencelofllY'tzi'at
Mitzrayiml toll Matanl Torah.0 On
RoshlChodeshlSivan(sixOweeks
afterllleavinglEgypt)IthedChildren
ofllsraellhrrivelhtBinai.

AFamouspoint, Worth[repeating

In[khe CkhirdCimonth [Following[khe
Exodus,Jon LITHISClday, Clthey [(the
Children[dflI3rael) [atrived[at[the[Sinai
Wilderness.[LWhy [ THIS[Hay; LTHAT
day[idlbbwlybultéllalstory.MheTorah
isn’t[d[dncelupon [altime[alldng[time ]
agol[story[Hook.[The[Torahlis[alliving
guide[fbr s, [tb[Bel[donstantly [dedis [
covered.[Bvery[day,[dach[Jew[should
imagine[Him/herself[dt[Sinai[deceiving
the[Morah[ahew.Moday[wehhvelcbme
out[bf[ Egyptian[bondage; [ Hoday [ive
stand [t [the [fbot[df[Mt.[Sinaildagerly
awaiting[Divine[Bevelation[dnd[tbday
welcbmmitlaurselves[td[G[dlahdwWhat
He[atks[af[uk. Moday [id[the[first [dhy [of
the[dest[df[dur[lives.[The[Words[df
Torah[Which[We[léarn[ahd[ive [should
never[bkecomelstale.[Mhey[should[bk[id
ourlkyes[hs[ L ITODAY Lwe[have
received Llthem.[JWellshould[learn
TorahUandOdo OmitzvotCwith Clthe
freshness[dnd[énthusiasm Lof[d[first[]
timeLéxperience.[ This[tooHits Lvell
with[the [Yitrolmodel".[Thelchallenge:
BelalttueMorahJéwalllybur[ife, foras
many [ykars[at[G [dlglves[ybu,Buthhve
anldnthusiasm[that[i$ [thore[dommon
tolcbnvertsahdBhaleiM'shuva.

Afterl settlingll in0 atl thel footd of
Mountll Sinai,0 Moshel ascendsl to

| Thisiweek,mot5 but6times!
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GldO(whateverlthatOreallylmeans)
and0GdOtellsDhimOwhatOhelisOto
sayll toll thell womenl andl men
(sequencelisntentionallhndbased
onlthelanalysisOofltheltermsOBeit
Yaakovllandlthen[BneillYisrael).OA
clearltonnectionlisimadelbetween
GOd'shavingtakenusbutb{lEgypt
andOHisOtakingOusOtoOHimOasOHis
Chosenll Peoplell M withd the
conditionlkthatOwelfollowIHim[hnd
HisOTorah.Otdshruelthatthewlsth
Jewllregardlessloflhiskeepinglithe
TorahOornot,Obutlit0isOclearOthat
GdOhasOalwaysOdemandedOotTus
thatOwelbel committeddtod Torah
andl Mitzvotl inl orderl ford our
relationshipl withd Him0 toll be
mutualllandlactivelylpositivelfrom
bothlkides.

€ChamishiiGth([Aliya
| 3[p!sukim [IIID:7[19

Moshel presentsl] GOd's0 wordsl to
thelEldersO(andOtheOPeople),0who
answerbBwithhresounding' Allthat
Gdayshwelwillldo". (Notlyktlwith
the[fhmous[MNaaseh [V'Nishma [lthat
comes[nextWeek.)IMoshelthenltells
thelpeopleltodpreparelfordthree
daysltolreceivelthelT orah.MDuring
thisOtime,0the0dMountainOwasOoffl
limitsO(toOpeopledandOtodanimals).
OnltheOmorningloftthelthirdOday,
thelPeoplelgatherlatOthelfootlof
thelmountainOtoOthelaccompanil
mentlotOthelsupernaturallsounds
andlsightslotltheOShofar,Othunder,
lightning,0 andl smoke.O0 GIAO will
speaklfoMoshelinlbuchlhlmanner
thatltheOPeoplelwilllbelwitnesslto
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thisOdirectlcommunication.0When
Moshebwilllbpeak,0IGOdBwilllhnswer
withlal"voice"O(andOnotljustlviala
visionJor0spiritualOtelepathyddso
thatOtheOpeoplelcouldObelpartlof
theléxperience).

SDT: Gldliells[ Moshelthat(the People
shouldV'sanctify themselves today AND
tomorrow". tlisWelativelyeéasy fo sanctify
oneselflonlthelday of'thegreatmiraculous
eventslof Matan| Torah. [ Thel¢hallenge(to
eachlofliuslis[to sanctifylourselves lon the
manytomorrows_that follow. Thel days
afterthe'wondrousUevents...[1Thedays
whenlour!lives Feturn(to"normal". [This(is
what(beingJewishlisLabout. [ Yom Kippur
isUspecialland 1 holy.U) Ourl additional
challengelislfolsanctifythe day after Yom
Kippur.[Welsanctifythelmundane. There!]
fore,[there(teallyisTnothingthatlis really
mundaneforlus.

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
20[pIsukim [I1119:2020: 14

GldOdescendslontoHarOSinail(so
tolspeak)JandUcallsOtodMoshellto
joinl Him.O GOdO tells Moshel to
repeatl thell warningll against
approachingfthelnountain.Moshe
thenlgoesldownltolthelpeoplelto
tellthemOGOd'sBvords.

[S> 20:1[M1)] GIdOElokim)kpeaks
allthelfollowinglthings,kaying...

Whatollows[is/are [Aseret{ HaDibrot,
the[dTen[JCommandments.[dThey[are
comprised[df[13[p'sukim Ldvhich[dontain
| 4[mitzvotldutdfltheTorah's[&ll 3.

[S> 20:2005)] WhatOwelcalllthe
firstl twoll commandmentsll (or
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sayings,btatements)hrelcombined
inlalsingledparshalofl50p'sukim.
Theylcanbelseenbaskwolkideslof
thelsamelcoin.OYoulmustlbelieve
inl GId;0youllmaylnotObelievelin
otherll gods...0 Somell Chumashim
considertheDANOCHIOpasukland
LOO YIHYEH...O tol bel al single
pasuk.OInd Taameill HaElyonOthey
arelldefinitelylljoinedlintodalsingle
pasuk.

MitzvaWatcch

Thel firstl commandmentl sounds
likelhktatementby0GIdIThnlntrold
ductoryliremark,Operhaps,Otolwhat
follows,0 butl is viewedld by
Rambam,0Chinuch,landlotherslas
almitzvalolbelievelnlGId [25,[A1
20:2].
Thelsecondlcommandmentlconl
tainsseverallprohibitionslrelated
tol idolatry.0 Specifically,l notl to
believelnlbtherlzods [26,L1 20:3]
(thisOmitzvallincludesOthelprohibil
tiondot0havingnolbelieflatOalllO
atheism),lhotlmakinglidols [27,L2
20:4],O0norObowingltolthem(even
withoutlbelievinglinlthem) [28,L5
20:5],horlworshipinglidolsfinthny
manner [29,L6 20:5]. Notel[that
thisLdommandment[dleals[With[both
thelthoughtlahdattions[of(AvodaZara
(idolatry).

[S> 20:70(1)] Thel thirdd coml
mandmentl prohibitsOswearingllin
vain [30,L62 20:7].[This[i$[defined
as[J(1) Cswearing Lo Cthe [leruth Clof
something[that[i [dbviously [tFueland
welllkhown [IT8g.[that[the[Sun[is[Hot;

(2) (o [swearlih[denial [df[dn [dbvious
truth[I[Ithat[ the[Moon[is[inade bf
cheesel(interestingly, [1this[is[Inot
considered[allie [dr[alfdlse [dath, [since
(hopefully)Léveryonenows[that[the
Moonlik[dot[hade[df[dheese.[Only
when[ltheLtruth CofLaldmatterUis
unknown [do [We[use[the[tbrm [Mie[ahd
false[bath.[A[VainCbath Ls[ust[hs
seriousJas[Ja[lfalse[Jone, Llso[this
distinction[i$[Thrgely[dcademic, [Butlit
emphasizes[the[deriousness[df[Being
flippant[ih [rbgard[tb[sivearing.); [(B) [tb
swear[tbMiolate[the[Torah[II8.g.[that
onelWvillCéat[pork.[SuchLdnLbathlik
immediately oid[dinceWve[dre[don ]
sidered(tb [(bhve[thken[alprior[dath [(At
Sinai) [td [nbt[eht[pbrk.[Hence, [the [ohth
is [ih [vhin [ahd (i3 [al disrespectful [use [df
Gld's[Chame;[J4) (ko[ kwear[ ko[ Ho
something[that[id lilnpossible [[TH.g.[tb
stay[hwake[for[h[fullClweek.[IThe
commonlLdenominator[dfltheseltypes
ofvhin[daths[id[that[they[all"theapen"
the[dse[dfLG[d's[dame[dnd[threaten
the[kmooth[functioning[ bf[ kociety
which [dften [mhustrkly [dn [the [skrious[]
nessloflalréal [chth.

In[dddition [t [Actual Main [daths, [this
prohibition[is[tonsidered[by[ kome
authorities[tb[ihclude[thelshying[df(d
BRACHAM'VATALA, [And[its[dartner
inlJ sin,.J al ] BRACHALI SHEEINO
TZ'RICHA.[Saying[G[d's[dame [ih [vhin
isfdrbiddenblutlidinbticbnsidered[phrt
of (CthisCXommandment[#3.0t[Halls
under[bnelbrlinoreldther[prohibill

tions.

[P> 20:804)] Commandmentl#4
dealsOwithOShabbatOandlcontains
thelpositivelmitzvaltodremember
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thel Shabbatl with0 Kiddush [31,
A155 20:8],[hndlthelprohibitionlbf
alll mannerD ofll Melacha,O specific
categoriesl ofll creativell activities
[32,00L320 20:10].0rhe[itzvalbf
ZACHOR U [ncludes[3aying[Kiddush[4s
Shabbat[enters,ahd [Blavdalalak [Shabbat
leaves. [J(Officially, [IK&H [hre[said Lin
davening[ds[d[Hulfillment[df[the[Torah
command,[land ChgainCwith Cwine, Cin
fulfillment[dflalRabbinic [dommand. It's [al
bitlmhore[cbmplicated [than[that, [(Hut[this
isCIthe[basic[lidea.) CIProhibitions [lof
Melachalalel[divided[ihto [39 [chtegories,
each[ofLivhich[dontains[other[telated
activities,Llisually [vith[#he [$ame[goal.
E.g.,[L PLANTINGOsbne[ofl the[ B9
categories;[Watering, Lpruning, [fertilizing
allBelpdhe[growth[dflplants[dnd[dre
TOLADOTLbfL PLANTING,hnd[hre
alsollconsidered[TTorah[violations Lof
equal[] seriousness[] to[] the[ parent
melacha [[IPlanting.

[S> 20:120(1)] Thed fifthd coml
mandmentl is0 toll honorll one's
parents [33,A210 20:12].[Grand]
parents,Lin [dws, [lolder Cl(or Clpossibly
oldest)[Hrother[{lnaybelsister[tbo),[ahd
teachers[ale[ihcluded[(With [differences).
Honor[df[darents[i$[usually[donsidered
to[tefer [do[dhatvhichCone[does[for
one's[parents,lih[dontrast[tb[rkverence
(fear) CbfCparents Lwvhich[Cinclude [that
which[Should[dot[Be[done[Becauselik
would[Be[disrespectful.

[S> 20:13M2/110@f[@MpPasuk)] #6lis
thelprohibitionlofMURDER [34,
L289 20:13],Mhichli8[donsidered[the
antithesis[df(Belief[ih [G [d] [since[phurder
directlylInegates[creationClofClhuman
being [id His[ihage.

[S> 20:13@M2/11)] Commandment

#7lhgainstIADULTERY [35,L347
20:13] 0k [dheprohibitionCbf[having
relationsWith [Altharried[Mroman, [But
aslal"thapter[hkading" [itlalso [pbints[td
thelakherfdrbiddenlrélations.

[S> 20:13 (2/11)] #8 LOOTIGNOV
[36,L243 20:13],0Owhich,ChsCimen]
tioned[darlier, [ [specifically[defined[ds
kidnapping,[but[shlso[the[ tategory
header [df[ohany [mhitzvotlid [theTorah.

[S> 20:1305/110f[@Masuk)] #9Mlis
thel prohibitionl ofll"bearingl false
witness" [37,L285 20:13].[Weldan
seelin[thisCitzva,[hs[vell ChsCinany
others,[How[inportant[it[i [tb[G[d, [do
tolsbeak, [that[We[Be[able[tb[flinction[ak
alsbciety.[Both[daths,[ahd[tb[dlgreater
extent, [téstimony, [ale[necessary [fbr(the
establishment[] of L] TRUTH, in[] the
absence[of[Ihaving[direct[first(hhnd
knowledge.[$o[inuch[bf[ the[Healings
between[peoplelihvolves[theldrust[We
placelih[&ach[dther's[Word,[éspecially
when[backed [by[dn[dbath,[dnd[ih[dhe
confidence[We[place[id [the[tkstimony[df
witnesses.[Without[these[dlements[&f
our[ihterpersonal [delations, e [dvould
belidcapableldfffiinctioning[akalsbciety.

[S> 20:14[4/15Gf@EMPasuk)] #100s
thell prohibitionl ofl COVETING
[38,(11265 20:14][slims[things[up[ih
that[it[(fbcusesLdn[thoughts[that[dan
lead[tb[all[types[dfisins.[Being[part[df
TheBig[ID[pbintstd[thesignificance of
thought, (Where[theldsual[fbcus[is[dn
deeds.[Thelsecond[gart[dflthis[dom[]
mandment [idlid itk [own [phrsha...

[S> 20:13[011/15)] speciftieslthe
prohibitionl ofll covetingd one's
fellow'sOwife,0hisOmalelordfemale
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servant,ll hisl ox[ orll donkey,O or
anythingthatOsthis.

Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
9[pIsukim [I120: 1528

[S> 20:1504)] ThelPeoplelare
awestruckll byl thell supernatural
phenomenall ofll thell Sinaill experil
encelhndltheylkeepltheiristance.
TheylhskMosheltoltellthemOwhat
GldOwantslkatherlthanthearingHis
Voicell directly. After[the[Jsecond
statement,[ the[ People[panicked[hnd
asked[Moshe[ o[ tell[them[What[G[d
wants,[$o[that[they[Would[hot[hear
"Gld'sWoice"[directly.[G[d[dgreed,[dn
the[tondition[thatCiveListen (o the
word[df[the[truelgrophetlWholdpeaks
in[Gld's[nhme.

[S> 20:1915)] GOdkellsMoshelto
remindihePeoplelthatltheylheard
GldUspeak;OthatOtheylshalllmake
nolgravenllhumanlimagesl (even
forart) [39,L4 20:20];0theylshall
makelanlaltarlandlofferUsacrifices
uponlt;fifithelhltarbelbtlstone,lts
stonelshalllnotObelcutOwithOmetal
tools [40,L79 20:22].0 Thell Altar
mayll notl bell approachedl with
immodestl steps [41,L80 20:23]
butlratherOvialitsOramp.0Maftirlis
thelastbp'sukim.

Haf¢arall [p!sukim
Yeshayahulét | [Z}6,[915[4

Parallel to the Torah's account of the
awesome experience at Sinai, this passage
from Yeshayahu describes his first awe

inspiring vision of angels proclaiming
Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh. Both sedra and
haftara present us with "visions'" of G d's
awe, majesty, and holiness. Also, in the sedra,
G d tells us that we will be to Him a kingdom
of Kohanim and a holy nation. In the haftara
we see a model of K'dusha (the angels), and
also a glimpse of a potential Moshiach.

What do you call the stripe on a
matchbook on which the match is
lit. Friction strip = 739°H-09
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Divrei Menachem

Parshat[Yitrolintroduces[usCin[great
measurel] tol] the[] Mitzvall of(] both
remembering!] and[| observing(] the
Shabbat. Our(rabbis(teachlus/that/the
terms[] ZACHOR[ (Remember)[’ and
SHAMORI (Observe)wereluttered /by
Hashemlinloneland/thel samebreath
and[] are[] inseparablel] elements[] of
Shabbat.

Shabbat(lis[]allsign[l ofllourllspecial
relationship( | with[ | Hashem.[ It 1is(1a
constant reminder!( that[IG[d[Icreated
thelworldlin[six daysland[tested/ on
thel seventh. Wel remember[ Shabbat
bylireciting1Kiddush, [ /dressing/Jand
eating(in[]the(] finest] manner,[]and
devotingthe(daytoprayer,(song,and
Torahll study.”] And[J wel[] observe
Shabbat[bytefrainingfromMelachot
[Cwork[Jand[practices[][T]that[lwould
diminishthe(sanctityofithe/day.

But[what[lis[Imeant[by[Isaying[that
Hashem/(restedlon/theShabbat, since
thelconceptlofirestlis[really/germane
as(farlas[Hashem!/is[concerned? The
OhrlHaChayim(teachessthatlin[this
context['rest"is[independent/ of[ any
physicallexertion,per(se,butlis/in/fact
an(intrinsiclaspect/ofiShabbatlitself.

Restineans[beingfotallylimmersedlin
the[spiritual, “oblivious[of daily[con[]
cerns, Jand(Junmindful(]of lachieving
productively( lwithin[the[confines(]of
Halacha.[[Since[Jthe[IMelachotIwere
primarily based(on/thebuilding ofthe
Mishkanlin/theWilderness, we[might
consider(that[as[welTrest from[those
activities[welarelactually[buildingla
sanctuarylin/fime.

0UVERRERERRL

QUESTION: My!infant has conjunctivitis.
Alpediatrician 1 saw_in shul on Shabbat
morning| suggested| expressing | mother’s
milk!directly'into(the eye over standard eye
drops_ (although _he was! totally! fine  with
eithersystem| or[_beginning| treatment at
night).[1Is" that' permitted  on| Shabbat?
[Note: this was|answered orally on|Shabbat
andtranscribed afterward.|

ANSWER:JAccording[to[the[Jgreat
majorityloflauthorities, human nursing,
not[ only[ milking[al cow,[islal Torah
violation,[at[least/in[ianyl ¢ases.[We
obviouslyallow[albabylto[ hurse on
Shabbat, butusually(itfis the Baby who
performs[the[ verylimportant, *prob[
lematic”[act.[Is[it[ permissible[ for[a
woman/[foleéxpress milk [for(herbaby’s
needs, (classically, [or,[inthis[¢ase, [for
medicinalpurposes?

Itlis[easiest[tol[sayit(is forbidden.[The
Shulchan([] Aruchl] (Orachll Chayim
328:34)says[thatalhursing[mother
may[ hotl express milk[intolal cuplto
feed[Ther[Ichild[I(it[Jis[Ipermitted[to
express(tolrelievelanloversupplylinla
manner [ that(the milklis[immediately
lost).[THowever, Jthere[Jare[Jinstances
where[ expressing imilk[is[permitted,
whichmayshed Tight/on/Gur(case.

ThelIShulchan[JAruch[1(OC[1328:35)
rules(that[alwomanmaylexpress milk
(into[JtheTbaby’s[Imouth ] T Mishna
Berura(328:112)[in[brder( tol interest
himlto murse. Mostinderstand that this
isChot[allevel Cofl heedthatwelcan
consider!(life[threatening, [So[Wwhy[is[it
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permitted?(] Similarly,[] the[] Shibolei
Haleket((1123,[seeBeit[Y osef, (OC328,
and [ (slightlylaltered) the[Rama, [ OC
328:35)[says[thatlalwoman[mayl hot
squirt[someone wholistinder(theinflul]
enceloflaistrange thaladybecausethere
isCheitherCdangerhorextreme pain.
Thisimpliesthatfit Would Bepermitted
ifthereweresuchpain. Why?

TheMagen[Avraham(adToc.40)[and
Mishna[Berural (ad[loc.:113)[explain
theimplied[leniency[ by[ saying![ that
this[expressinglis(almelachalshe’eina
tzrichall’ gufal(=mstlg), which usually
means [that[the[object(thatthe [Shabbat
violation [producesl(is mot(itselfused(in
al] classical,[] positive] way.[] Once
reduced(tolalrabbinic violation, [it[is
thenpermitted(on[ShabbattolTelieve
significant[pain[{(see[]Shabbat[1107a;
Ketubot[60a).['While[it[is difficultto
understand how stlgapplies there, [it
is(hard [fodismiss[@nlapproachposited
by[suchprominentproponents, and
this[seems[applytolourcase (realize
thatlévenmonlillnessmeedsoflasmall
childlarelequivalent[to[those ofl sick
adults[(Rama, 1bid.:17)). In[fact,[the
KaflHaChayim((328:209)[says, based
on[thelJabove, [ thatlal'woman[Imay
express milklinto(the[éar[oflsomeone
withla[serious(@arachel(assuminglit has
therapeutic value).

ThelTosefet/ IShabbat[1(328:59), not
seeinglalmstlglinlthefabove,[suggests
thatléxpressing milk from @ Wwoman(in
alWay/otherthanMursing(is [dn Unusual
form [Coflimefarek, and[thus[trabbinic,
similar[tolalperson[“nursing”[from[a
cowl[(Ketubot[60a).[ Such[reasoning
wouldlalsolmake this[caselpermitted.

Whilel[the MishnalBeruralis[skeptical
ofl | this[] approach,[] the[] Magen
Avraham’s[explanation[ and[leniency
that(hecited @and[this(one(arethe thain
explanations[ofTthe [ShulchanAruch’s
accepted(leniencyforlexpressing[(see
Sha’arMatziyun81).

Other[possible[groundsfor[leniency
may [be(related[fothe[small [dmountof
milk[that[will[beexpressedand[the
fact(that(it[isbeingusedimmediately
(seelYalkut[Yosef,[OC[328:(35)).[This
respondent(has(thought(oflat/leastone
othermovell@approach thatwould@pply
tolthis[c¢asel (butlitlishotlsufficiently
developed tolsharelin thisforum).

Werlhavelseen[significantlgroundsto
permit[thepediatrician’s (suggestion
althoughit(is far frominanimous [(see
Ketzot[ HaShulchan[138:30, [ for[ bne;
welhave[JalsoIspoken [tollimportant
poskim[Whoselinitial [feaction[Wwasto
notl[allowl[it).[Since(the [eyelis[anlarea
wherehalachatends tobelliberaliabout
thel possibility[ ofl danger[ (Shulchan
Aruch,libid.[9)[and[welarelalso[Very
careful(regarding[$uchlalyoung/baby,
welwouldbelenient(at(the[bat[oflan
eye”[if(there[Was[anylurgency(tolthe
suggestion. However, you lindicate(that
otherleffective[imedicinal Calternatives
existland(thedoctoridoes motthink[that
itCisCof evenremoteimportance [ to
favormother’s milk.[Therefore, [it[is
halachicallypreferable, Jbecause] of
doubtlandBecause/itis Betterfolavoid
the[rabbiniclimefarek When[therelare
goodJalternatives, JtoJnot[Juse[Ithe
system/ofléxpressingmother’smilk(on
Shabbat.
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Rabbi Weinreb’s Weekly Column:

Parshat YITRO
Fathers in Law

Verymuchrhasbeenwrittenfabout
mostlifamilyJrelationships.[1There
arelbooks(about(fathers'andisons,
fathers andldaughters, I mothers
andOsonsJandlldaughters.[]Many
volumeshavelbeenlwrittenCabout
relationships, ] typically(] rivalrous,
betweensiblings.

Butcomparatively,(littleChasbeen
written] aboutl] the[ relationship
between( father(inlawl'and(son(in(]
law. [Often,[admittedly, [therelisllittle
orCholrelationship[between(them.
Butljustiasioftenithe relationshiplis
anlimportantiandirewardingione.

1T know [ that[l 1] personally] have
benefited _immeasurably from_Lmy
relationshipwithCmy(fatherlinlaw,
of blessedimemory.AsLlisCJmost
often(thelcase,1[didnot know him
at(JallCuntilCmy(youngadulthood,
when(libegan(toldaterhisidaughter.
UnlikethefatherisonCrelationship,
thelrelationshipCbetween(fatherlinC
lawlCandsonlinlawusually‘begins
in{maturityLandLis, [ therefore, . more
of_alrelationship_between_equals,
morelman(toman.

My fatherlinllaw ! modeled(! his
relationshipl tolJ mel afterD the
precious(relationshipChehadwith
his father(inlaw._HeOwould Loften
jokelthatwhereas(a(fathercouldn't

choosetlhis(son,hel¢ould¢choosela
sonlinflaw, fowhichliwouldusually
respond,[1"Yes,[true,[JandJalison
cannotlCchoosehis[Ifather, butCa
sonlin(law( can[ choose![ his| father(
inlaw."

In(thisweek's[Torah(portion,Yitro,
welreadlof(alvery(tichlrelationship
betweenralsonlinlaw,[Moshe,and
hisfatherlinlaw, [Yitro.[Of[course,
welfirstCreadCoftheirClconnection
muchCearlierConlinJthe Obook Dof
Sh'mot.[Butlin(this(week's[portion,
thelrelationshipibegins[tollisound
muchmorefamiliar(tothoselof[us
whohavebeenlthere".

YitroltravelstolmeetMoshelandlis
theConelwhoreunites[Moshelwith
his Lwife Land_children. [TheyLicon(
verselwith[animationlandlin[great
detail,leachlonelnarratinghis(story
tolthel[bther.[Moshe[harrates(the
storyof(the[Exodus, of(the(splitting
of thesea, "landJof the Dwar[with
Amalek.

Yitrotoo[tellsCalstory, butlit(is[a
veryLdifferent_one.Heltells of his
religiousquest, of his(search(for(a
Godlhelcan(believelin.[Helinforms
Moshelthat[ThelThas[dabbled]in
everyl]conceivable[]typel] of(]idol
worship.[Hehasseen(itall. CAnd
"nowCheknows"Who(thetrue[God
is.

Everylsonlinllawtellsthisfatherlin
law[ his[ story,[although[ 1 suspect
thatDoftenOsomeCofthatCstoryClis
suppressed. IAndeverylifatherlin_
law, thatllis,Jeveryllfatherlinlaw
worthrhis[salt,[shares[his[harrative
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with(thelyounglmaniwholrequests
hisidaughter'shand.

IIremember tellingmyfatherlinlaw
somelJofLimy(story.JIL_remember
somelobf thelquestions_helasked
me,andChisCdisappointmentwhen
heldiscoveredthatilididnotshare
his[fascination with[ thellgame[ of
chess.

ButllLcanlnever(forget/thelstorylhe
toldCme;notConce, butthroughout
thelmore(thanforty_years that[we
knewleachlother.[His[waslalstory
of[ pre[Holocaust Eastern Europe,
of Jallculturethat[lis(lno[lmore,[la
culture(that[helnevericeased[to
mourn.

IltUisOnoOwonderJthatOtheOTorah
characterizestheldialoguebetween
Moshe(Jand(]Yitro[J by the] word
VAYSAPEIR, whichmeanstoella
story.[Mostrelationshipsconsistiof
storiestold by lonepartyto[the
other.lIn(thelcasel of(the fatherlin(]
lawlJ andJ sonlinMaw( relationship,
thesel] storiesJ becomel essential
and,atlleastJinCmycase, were
lifelongnarratives.

Yitrol[J models(] another(] essential

aspectlofithisCuniquelrelationship:

Helofferscounsel, helgives(advice.

NotLthatLMoshelasked[forLYitro's

opinionJ as(] tol] how ] heJ should

conductithe judiciary(systemfor his

people.ButlYitrolassumed[thatlit

waslhis[prerogativelaslalfatherlin[
lawfolgentlylandiconstructivelyfind

faultinthissonfindaw's[@approachio

things_andLoffer reasonableLalter[]
natives.

) number() myself(]1among(lthose
fortunatelsonslinilawwhose father(]
infllawldidnot[Thesitate1tolloccal’
sionally[criticize"him, Cbut’who(did
sollovingly. Hel offered wiselland
practicallsuggestionsiwhichlindeed
were[Joften(Jdrawn(Ifrom[his[Town
past]and]sad,[]personalll exper(]
iences.

ItThasbeen(pointedoutthat the

Hebrewlword[for[Jalisonlinlawlis

chatan,JalCbridegroom.lCamCconl]
vinced(that[thislis[becauselinlthe

relationship] between(] sonlinilaw

and fatherlinllaw, the formerialways

remainsthelyoungbridegroomland

thellatter, theisagelelder.

InCtheend, Moshe“asks[¥Yitro[to
remainl] with(] him,[] the[] ultimate
tribute(thatfalsonlinlawlcan(pay(to
hisfatherfinlaw.

Iiwouldlikefolclosewith(an(original
thought, CandCif it Cis[theologically
daring, orlinl[somelotheriwayofflthe
mark, [ beg[thelreaderltolforgive
me.

Itlisf@fruismthatiGod isourFather,
and] wel] arel] his[] sons[] and
daughters.tCstrikesfmelthat,linfa
certainJ way,[] God(1 is[] also[] our
FatherinLaw.

GodJas[IFatherllis[the /God[with
whom{welbeganlalrelationshiplin
ourlinfancy.[Godlas[Fatherlin[Law
isthe(Godwhomiwelfreelylchoose,
sometimes(] repeatedly,] at(] later
stagesiofiourlives.

God[is[] alsol] our[! FatherlinlLaw
becausellwellhavelltaken,Jsol[]to
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speak,His daughterlaslourlbride.
Thel[Torah(has(beenldescribed, by
prophetsandJrabbis, 7 as[1God's
daughter.(J And(J we,[] who(] have
acceptedrthelTorah, arebetrothed
to'theldaughteriof(GodHimself.[He
entrustedHis[belovedprincessto
ourlinadequateandunreliablecare.

ButOwe[Casked [ forCherChand.[We
acceptedithelTorahfandicommitted
ourselvesitol!'doingland(listening"
torherCwords. [IffwelCarefaithfulto
the(Torah,welarel[demonstratingto
ourl] "FatherlinfLaw"(] thatl] we
deservelhisidaughter.

Onlylthenwelcan(claimal close
relationshipJtoJHim,CcloserCleven
thanthelrelationshipdhadwithmy
fatherlinlaw, may(he restlin(peace.

Parshe Podnts G0 Poncder
YITRO

I'(Why[does[the[Torah[tention[the
seemingly [dot[rklevant[Words[ACHAR
SHILUCHEHAL(AFTERHE[SENT[(HER
AWAY)[When[describingYitrobFinging
Moshe's[Wife Wvith (Bim [t [the Jews [Gh
theldesert?[(18:2)

2)[(WhyLdoes[the[Torah[tepeat[IDO
NOTOTOUCHOITOWITHOYOUR
HANDSI( 9: 13) [after [id[jst[chentioned
thatLANYONEMVHO [MTOUCHES[THE
MOUNTAINMVILLDIE9:12)?

3)[(WelBave[dlI(Been[daught[that[the
first(iveLdommandments[ihclude[Thws
between[man[and G D ClwhileCthe
second[ive[¢onsistCbf[ Taws[between
man[dnd[Bis fellow [han. [Oh (fhct, Cdhis
teaching[Bas[Tkd [Ho [dMariety[df[dom[]
mentaries[lexplainingClwhy[Jhonoring
parentslidlidcluded(in [the [dws [Between
man[ahd[G[D. @& therelahy[iddication [id
the[Torah, [iself, [that[the [first[five Tdws
are[betweenCian[AndCG[D[And[the
second[five[bktween[nhan(ahd[nhan?

ParshaPointstoPonder
is(plepared by Rabbi[DovLipman
who [tdaches [ad [Réishit (Yrushalayim [add (Machon
Maayan [il[Bbit [sHemesh [add [isLHe [ad thor [of
"DISCOVER: [Ahswers [for (Tdenagers [{dnd [Adults) [td
Questions [about [tHe [Jewish ith"IEeIdheimL}la
and ("TIMEOUT: [Sports [Stbries [ad [aGhme [Plan [fdr
Spiritual uccess" [(Devora)

His (Hhgada [cdmmentary, "SEDER (SAVVY" [wlll [hd
IY"H [pdblished (hy (TArgum [héfore [(Pdsach

ppp@eouisrael.org
Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [irl[tHis [iskue

Look [fok [tHem, (bt Codly (afker [aTgdod [pondering
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Astrology &|Judaism

Guestlarticlelby Rabbi [Ephraim[Sprecher Dean(off5tudents,Diasporall eshiva

In0Judaism,l differentl attitudesl have
beenl expressedl] towardsl] astrology.
MostlTalmudicllsageslbelievedlinllthe
decisivellolelplayedlbyltelestiallbodies
inlldetermininglhumanlaffairs.Oitdwas
possible,[ktheylthought,[forlhstrologers
tolbredictlthelfuturelbylbonsulting[the
starsl butll alsoll forll theml toll errll in
understandingll thell contentsl ofl] their
forecasts.J According[tolthell Talmud,
everyonelhaslhlbarticularlktarllmazal)
whichl isll hisl patronl] (Shabbat[l 53).
Mazal[l Yynlldoeslhotlmeanliuck.[The
wordll comesll from 9wl [ NOZEIL,
whichlmeanslthellheavenlyl flowl of
eachlperson.

AlhumberlbflRabbislheldlthell iewlthat
thell power,ll whichl starsll hadll over
ordinaryllmortals,0didl notdextenddto
Israel.l Thus,l Rabbill Yochananl said:
"IsraellsOmmunelfromlihe[flowlhndlbf
thell"influence"lofllthellconstellations
(EINOMAZALOL'YISRAEL,Shabbat
156a:).00nhelbtherlhand,Ravalkaid:
"Lengthlbflliays, [thildren,[hndFinances
dolliependlliponlilestiny"[fmazal;[Moed
Katan[}8a).

Whylldolthelstarslformlanlimportant
linklinlthelkhainloflGId'sOProvidence
overll thell world?ll GIH'sll Providence
works[throughllangels,butllthellangels
work[throughlthellstarslbecausellthe
angelslhrellikelkoulsltolkhelktars.[The
Abrabanellin[D'varimi 8[kxplainslthat
justlikelthelhumanlkoullheedshlbody
tolhccomplishltslhissionlnlthelvorld,
soll tooll angelsll needl all bodyll to

accomplishltheirlmission.0Thus,leach
starllslhctuallylhlbodylbflhnlhngel.[But
whylhrelthelhngelslhndlbtarsfhecessary
inlthelink[betweenlGHhndman?liTo
testllis,[Moeslthelhngellbriktarlhavellts
ownll independentl] power,[l whichll is
classiclldolatrylThencelthelterm nay
moy 0293, inlhcronymlform: "oy
(IbrlhreltheylmerelylhltoollbfllG,ike
alhammerllinlkhelhandDoflhlkarpenter.
Whenll thell carpenterl] builds[] youll a
cabinet,l] doll youl thankll him[ orll his
hammer?l0OurltasklisOtoldistinguish
betweenlthelCreatorlhndlhisltreations,
whichlincludeldstrology.

Thell onlyll majorll scholarll toll reject
astrologyﬁ completelyl] wasll Rambam
(1135001204)0whollegardedlitlhshvain
superstitionlinworthylbflbeingltalledh
science.ll Askedl byl thell rabbisll of
southernll Francell whetherll itll was
possiblelJtollcombinelthelltheorieslof
astrologyll withll thell principlesl of
Judaism,[hellepliedlthatlhstrologylvas
nolkciencelbitlhllandlthatllittbehooves
uslneverlltollengagellinlit.JOflIRava's
statement, quotedl]abovellthatlit'slall
aboutllmazal,Ohellsays:["1tlisOpossible
thatllitDwaslkaidlonlylhslallmomentary
rulinglbecauselboflhlbarticularlkircum[]
stancell atll thatll time."l Hell found
astrologyllolbelforbidden[by[thellrorah
inll thell command:[l "Youﬁshalln not
observelltheselltimes"[(Vayikrall19:26,

Gold: HaShem (by far!); Silver: David;
Bronze:Moshe, Shaul (tie)... also ran: Yitro
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LOOMONEINU;HilchotDAku"mll 1:9),
andltriticizedtheDewsbflhntiquitylfor
theirllsuperstitiousfaithlinlastrology,
therebylbringingluponlthemselveslkhe
destructionlbflihelremplelindiéxile.

Astrologyll hasll toll somell extent
penetratedévenlihelbhulchanlAruch.

Onell explanationll ofl] thell customll of
fastinglbnlthelhnniversarylbflh[parent's
deathl{yahrzeit)lislthatlbnlthat[Hay[the
destinylbrl¥ate[bflthelkhildlis[badllre'a
mazlei:IBe'erlHetevltol YorehllDe'ah
402:12).

1t wasl alsoll thell customl inll some
communitieslolpreparelhlbedlhndlable
inlhlmother'slroombonlkheleveloflher
son'slcircumcisionlsolthatlthelchild
shouldlknjoylkoodlnazallt Be'er[Hetev
ibid.0 78:3).

Alewlshouldliryltolpostponellitigation
withlallnonllewllinlthelinauspicious
earlylpartlofllthelmonth Avll(Orach
Chayim[351:1).

[Manylhaveltheltustomltollmovelhouse
onlyll onll all Tuesdayll becausell it0 is
consideredllallmorellmazalldiclday,lin
thatlkthelbhraseK IITOVOislusedltwice
inlthellrorah'slhccountlbflCreationlthat
tooklplacelbnlihelihirdlay.]

Allvestigellofllastrologyllremainsleven
today.l] Thell factll thatll mazalll means
"constellation",[] ”pIanet",D "fate" [l or
"destiny",[Hoeslhotlnhibitlis[bn{Joyful
occasionslinlindividuallhndFamilylife
froml wishingll fellowll JewsIMAZAL
TOV, lwhichlmeanslmayllyoullmeritlla
goodlheavenlylflow.

[Ed.Dnoteﬂ(asﬂisDtheDbracketedD paraD
graphlibove):WhenlGHold[Avraham

AvinulthatOhelwilllhavelldescendants,
helloldGHihatlhelbawlnlihelstarsihat
hellvaslFatedlhotltolhavelthildren.0G[H
assuredJAvrahamlthatlifhelfollowed
HimIhndoloolforthisHescendants
hell Avraham[IThndlthellewishlbeople)
wouldl bell ablel toll risell abovel their
mazaI.DInﬂotherﬂwords,ﬁheyﬂwould[be
ablelfolthangeltheirlate.

EvenlifilveBaylthatitherelisisomething
to"[hstrology,weltanlhpplylthelldealln
alllimitedlway.lifllastrologyllindicates,
forlbxample,fhatlhlpersonllvilllEommit
murderl[HthisOweldolnot,0mustlnot,
acceptllaslifactllinlanylwhichOway.[if,
however,ﬂtheﬂpersonﬂﬂlecauseﬂofﬂhis
astrologicallfmakellip"[isltonsideredlio
havellaltendencyltowardslbloodshedlll
thenlvellnaylbaylhttentionllolthis[ldea.
Thelbersonllmightlhavelhtemperment
thatll couldl resultll inll murder.l] But,
perhaps,lfthellverellolbecomelhSHOI
CHEIT,fhoselinbornllendenciesltanlbe
channeledlintollallproductive,lpositive
outlet.ifhelRambamlmightlitilll$aylihe
wholelthing[lslbaloneyllaslwellisedlto
saylinBrooklyn),butlbthersimightgive
itll somell credencell andl takell itll into
account.

Onellisll notllallowedl toll actl uponl a
horoscopelteading[brlprediction.[Norlis
onellpermittedtolrefrainlfromldoing
somethinglhelwas[BoingllolHolbecause
ofllsomellsignllsupposedlyllindicating
failurelbflliisaster.

Butll arell Tauruses stubborn?ll Maybe.
Badlkrait?[IDependsthowlyoullpplylit.
That'sthelbottomlineltolthelbermitted
aspectslbfldstrology.]
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CHIZVUK[ & TDUD

[LdmHaShemybur[God, (Who[Broughtlybu

outldfTthe Tandaf(Bgypt, Ldut[dflthe [(House
oflBbndage. [TExodus[20:2

OurMerseli$[the[firstlskntencelspoken
by[Godltblthe[CQhildrendflldraellak[they
stood[atMount[Snai.

Rashilahd[Ramban[elkplain "the hbuse [df
bondage" [ab[r&ferring[td [Egypt.

Based [lupon[Ja[1MidrashicClcomment
seemingly[nrelated[tb [dur[Merse, [Dhr
haChayim [dffers[dldovel[dxplanation[df
thelphrase[Mthe[hbuse[df(bbondage".[Qur
Sages[taught[ that[ God[éntrusted[the
careldfldachdnd,[dther[than[theHoly
Land,[to[dneldf[His[hinistering[dngels,
while[He[Himselfldares[directly [fbr[the
Land[bfUsrael.[Mhus, COhrChaChayim
suggests[that[Jthe[house Ldbf[Bondage"
[literally[T'the[Chouse L bfL kervants[ {or
slaves)"]Ldoes[dot[defer [dpecifically[fo
Egypt, [But[tb[allAndWhich[id[slipervised
by[dneldf[God'sLservants,[dnldngel.[Th
Hisirstldirectldommunication [With His
chosen[people,[God[hinted[that[the
purpose[dflthking[the[Tkraelites[dut[df
Egypt[as[specifically [tb [Bring[them[tb
the[Holy[lland, Where[dhey LWvould[Be
under His[directlshipervision.

During[4he[periodLbf[ 3'firat[haOmer,
welcbuntltheldays[BetweentheExodus
from[Bgyptldnd[deceiving[the[Torah 4t
Mount[Sinailih[drder[tb[skress[the[fhct
that[the[goalLbf[the[Exodus[Was[to
bring[Ikrael [t [deceive[the [Torah.[Tt[¥
certainlylnot[Iby[lchance[lthat[JYom
haAtzma'ut[{Israel's[Thdependence [Day]
falls[during[the[@mer[geriod.[Rather, [i
is[alreminderthatldnteringthe Mand[df
IsraelCwith[dTorah[las[the[Inational

constitution[is[#he [dompletion[bf[ the
purposeldflthe [Ekodus fdom [Egypt.

DavidMagence, Jerusalem

TORAHTHOUGHTS as'contributed by Aloh Naaleh
members for publication|in the Orthodox Union's"Torah
Insights', atweeklyTorahpublicationlonParshat HaShavu’a

After[R' [Niosson [Tzvi[Einkel [mhoved[tb
Chevron,[heCwould[bftenLgo [ for
extended[Walks[ih [the[darly[thorning
hours[hlong[the Croad[leading[Cto
Yerushalayim.[Those Who[dccompall
nied[Him[saw[How [He[dften [stopped
along[the ay [tb[demove [docks[that
lay [id [the[rbad.[Those Who [Were[With
him[Cassumed[thatChisCdctions[ere
meant[to[prevent[injury[to[bthers
who [might[wWalk[dn[this[rbad.[When[al
brave[sbullfihally aked him thy (hkdid
this, [R’' [Nlosson[Tzvilshid[thatWhat[hle
did[as[simply[ih[dccordanceWith [R’
Chanina’sattions.[Welaleltdld that R’
ChaninalWould[demovel[dbstacles[dn
thelrbad, [ahd, [a$[Rlashilekplains, (hk [did
so[Because[dflhis[greatIbve [fbr[Bretz
Yisrael.[It[Was[His[desire [Hot[tb [allow
anyone[Who[Walked[dn[the[doad[ih
Eretz¥lisraellidjured.

o~~~
“When IWas[skven[years[dld,”[shid[R’
Moshe[David[df[@hortkov, [ [promised
myselflthat{IWould[dever[Wish[ahything
bad[an[ahy[dther[person.”

“AndOwhatUdo Cyoulddo ClwhenCan
anti[Semite[torments[]ews?”[heldvas
asked.

“|Cpray [dhat[dhe Jews[Wvill [do [dain [do
greatly[ih [dtature, [that[ho [dnti[Semite
would[dream[df[starting lup [With [them,”
helrkplied.
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Machon[Puah
DesigneriBabies

Inl] 2004,] American[] author[] Jodi
Picault's[ novel[ "My Sister's| Keeper"
becamellallbestseller(](it[1has[Isince
becomelalmajor[motion[picture). [ The
main[¢haracter[oflthe(movel[Wwasborn
to[lher[IparentsJin[Jtheir Jattempt[ito
provide [imbilical [cord [blood[for[the
treatment oflanlolder[Sister who[Wwas
suffering[from[leukemia. Incredibly,
the [storylis[based Con[true[scientific
realities;[] Prelimplantation] Genetic
Diagnosis[{or["PGD"), the[fechnology
for(thelcreation[0fTSuchlal¢hild [exists
and[JisCinCregularluseJtoday. JFor
example, weltecently[participated[in
Shaareil Tzedek[ hospital's| celebration
of the Ubirth JoflItheir(1100thchild
conceived[through [PGDlin(theirPGD
lab.

Welhavelpreviously[discussed(¢thical,
morallandhalachiclissues[pertaining(to
the [@ppropriate ise0flthisfechnology.
With(thisCkpecificCuse CofTPGD,the
deliberateléngineering[oflalchild folbe
usedldsfalsourcelofldonor Mmaterialsfo
savelanother[ person's(life, additional
halachiclissuesarise.

Inlthe[10th[Annual(Puah[Conference
onMedicinelland[/Halachallheld[lin
Jerusalem[lastlmonth, [ Rav[TYaakov
Ariel,[the[ChieflRabbil oflRamat[Gan
discussed[this[Jissue[Jand[Jraised[]a
number [ ofl questions, [ both[ from[the
perspective ofl the[ mother/parents[ of
the[childrenaswell Cas[ that[ofl the
unborn child.

In[J normativel] situations,[] couples
conceiveland[bear[Ichildrenfor[the
purposelofThaving[afamilyinder(the
framework CoflJthe (mitzvalJoflJP'RU
URVU [(procreation). "As[such, each
pregnancy,[belit[hatural Cor[(physician
assisted,[is indergone With the goallof
havingalchildCas"alimember[ofl the
family.[Thel[¢stablishment[ofl families
in[thisframework[is the teason[that
women [are [permitted[to[putthemselves
inlthe(danger (0flchildbirth, which(does
havelmedicalltisks (albeit[less[solin
today'slage).

In0J this[J case, ] the () pregnancy and
childbirth[isbeinguindergone ot for
the [purposeof procreation, butltather
forthe purposelofisaving thelife(dfithe
olderCsibling.[Thetreatment[tequires
injections [fostimulate(éggproduction,
the[] extraction[] of ] eggs[and[]other
invasive[] actions[] thatJ entail (J some
measure ] of ] risk.[J Is[] the[J mother
halachically[Jpermitted[ ] to[]endanger
herselfl Iwith[Ithis[Ipregnancy!for[la
purposeotherthan [procreation?
Furthermore,["as[regards[the unborn
child, [ although[ thelinitial treatments
may/consist(ofhitilizingimbilicaldord
blood, therelis[nolguaranteethat(they
willbelimited folsuch. In[the fictional
caseloflthe [book, [thelinitial [freatments
failed [and[the[sibling[Wwas[thrustlinto
servinglaslaltepositoryloflorgansand
materials Jfor Jthe Jtreatment Cof her
sister'sfillness. Are Wwe [permitted fo[put
alchildCundertheCageof adulthood
(bar/batmitzva)in[danger[in[orderfo
savelSomeonel(dlse'slife?

Aslregards(Ithe[Iparents, IRav[JAriel
noted[] that[ | although[] mitzvot[ | are
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generally(fulfilled (Onlywhen [therelis @
clear(intention [to [fulfillthe mitzva, this
may motlapplylin this[$ituation.[When
discussing[the[mitzvalofl procreation,
many[opinions, suchlas[the[Minchat
Chinuch, JmaintainJthat[Jconceiving,
bearingland[givingbirth[folthelchild
aremottherequirementsofthemitzva.
Theymaintain fhatthe mitzvalis Motfin
theldction(ofldreation, (but(rather(inthe
result, the existence 0fthe [Child.

Asl[Such, themotivation/oflthe[parents
for[ creating[ thel ‘child[ are[ firrelevant
halachically.[Although(theylarelacting
primarily[to[saveltheir[$ick[¢child,[the
futurelexistence  ofl thelsibling[would
fulfill(] the[] mitzval | ofl] procreation.
Accordingly, [the [lsame[dispensation
that[Jallows Cany ['woman[Jto[lbecome
pregnantlandldeliveral¢hild[(withlor
withoutfertility [freatments)[applies [in
this[J casel] and[] the[] pregnancyl] is
permitted halachically.

Nextlweek, wewill [discuss [the[ethical
and(halachicramificationsoflforcing/a
newborn infant(dr minor(child [tolServe
aslaldonorin(medical [freatments [used
tolsavelanotherperson'slife.

tay heads 60 %

[ maleland female!form are'both female

Dotting ..[ahd..[T

Sh'mot2D: | 2[idalvery luhusual

pasuklih [that[it[donsists[df[4[distinct
parshiyot[@Il[Situmot).Shpecifically, lle
are[thlking[dbout[DIBROTL(D'varim,
commandments)[8,[7,[8,[and[9.[The
onesLprohibitingLmurder,[hdultery,
kidnapping, and "bearing false witness".

Whenlthe[Aseret[HaDibrot[arelrkad
in[Cthe[TlowerLtantillation",[Taamei
HaTachton,[thisCpasuk,[ these [four
commandments,[dre[dead[as[alsingle
pasuk.[Because[df[theldifferenceslih
notes,[thereldreldlight[differenceslih
theay[theordslatelpFonounced.

These[differences[dre[dctual Cih[the
Ashkenazic[dronunciation, [But[dot[ih
the[sraeliCIHebrewpronunciation.
Nonetheless, therelateldifferences.

Taamei[HaTachton[(Ashkenazic):[IO
SIRTZACHLLOLSIN[AwWF;LLOLSIGL
NOV,[SAANEH[V'REI[ACHALEID
SHAwWKER.

Taamei[HaElyon:[1O[{slightCpause,
and[thereforelthe[DAGESH [gbesbhck
into[the[TTAV)LTIRTZAwWCH.{The
PATACH Hecame@KAMATZ [under
the[TZADI[because[tather[than[3
TIPCHA,he (TROPLkow[3[3OF
PASUK [{of[dorts).[TO [pause) LTINL
AwF. IO [pause) CTIGNOV.MOEAL
ANEHLV'REITACHALEINCSHAWKER
(the[TAV[Stays [Without [A[IDAGESH
because[the[MWords O zhd[SAANEH
areldonnected[With QIMAKAF.[Ih[the
IsraeliCIpronunciation,[Iboth Cforms
sound[the[sime.

- -

| He did it without CHET; he without REISH. Who with both?
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Portionfrom
thePortion

OurRelationship
withl/Amalek & [Yitro

Thirty[ldays[IbeforeJtheholidaylone
learns] thell lawsL] of ] the[J holiday[] (I
SH'LOSHIMLYOM/LIFNEITHAREGEL
DORSHIM[T B'HILCHOT[] HACHAG
(P'sachimi6a).lInlthatcase, since TU
Bishvat(Jis(Ibehind[Jus,Jit[lwould[be
appropriateJto[lstart]learning(Jabout
Purim.JButlJwhatJdoesthis[lweek's
portion[] of ] Yitro[ ] have ] tol] do[] with
Purim?[How(¢anWwetielin thisfweek's
Torah(verses(tolthelstorylandlrules(of
Purim?

ActuallyJtherellis[lsome[lconnection.
Thelportion[ begins[ with[ thestory[ of
Yitro[TThow[helbroughtlMoshe'swife
and(children(toljoin[theJewish[nation
inCJtheJdesertllandThow(TheJadvised
Moshelonranrefficientfwaytolgovern
thenation. Butsomelof(the[commen|
tators[question’theplacementLof’this
story[] atl] this[] point[J in[] thel]l Torah
(Ramban).[They(feelthatlit[ishot(in
chronologicalll order.[] Accordingl] to
them,[Yitroldid notcomebeforelthe
givingrofithe[Torah, butafter’it.[Inthat
caselwhylis(this[story writtenwherelit
islinthe(Torah?

Weldoknowthattherelislatheory EIN
MUKDAMOUMIUCHARIIBATORAHI
thatlisometimes[thingsLintheTorah
arelwrittenroutofthronologicalrorder.
Butiwhen(thathappens(there[mustbe
allreasonlwhy.[ISoJwhy[wouldJthis
storyCofYitrolcomingtolthe Uewslin
theldesertbelwrittenoutof historical

sequence?

Welcan(findlanCanswer[ by looking
backwards[ at( last[week's[ portion[ of
B'SHALACH.[ThelportionCendedwith
thelJstory[Jof the[Tbattle of TAMALEK
againstl] thell Jewish(] nation.[] We
actuallyCcanlfind[Jsomelhints[Jof(Ja
connectionlin[similarCwords! that[are
usedlinCrelating[bothlevents+[In[the
story(] of(1 Amalek(] it[] says(] “Y'DEI
MOSHEK'VEIDIM*[(17:12)(andhere
it0 says] “KllJ KAVED[O MIMCHA
HADAVAR”’[1(18:18).[1 Therel]it[1said
“B'CHAR LANUT ANASHIM’1 (17:9)
and(] here[] it says(] “VAYIVCHAR
MOSHEJANSHEIC CHAYIL[1(18:25).
SoWwhatlisthe¢onnection?

Amalek[] camel] from[] behind[] and
attacked(thel]weakest[]part(]of(Ithe
nation.JTheyshowed[utter[icontempt
forCGldlandhis[people,lsrael.[This
week'sJportionbegins, lonthe Jother
hand, Cwiththe CstoryJofYitrojoining
theUewish[nationandeven[helping
them[bygivingrMoshel'goodadvice.
IBNUEZRAlexplains(ithat(ithe[ITorah
hadlalmessage(folteachiwheniplacing
thelepisodeof [Yitro[ next[tolthatlof
Amalek.[ThelTorahldescribedlin(detall
thewickednessloffAmalekrandtoldus
that'welhavelan(obligationto(wipelout
theirCmemorylLand(this[is alperpetual
fightD in(] every[] generation(] “KI
MILCHAMAT] LASHEM( B'AMALEK
DORIDOR”(17:16)

Wel havel anlobligation[tol wipellout
Amaleklinlevery_.generation 1Ibutwe
must(] notl] getl] carried] away( | and
destroylalll nonlJewslinthelprocess.
SomelnonlJews[arelkindto[usand
helpl) us.[J That's[! why(! the(] Torah
juxtaposes(the(storyloflAmalekfothat
ofYitro.lYitrolcamelof hisfownwill[to
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bewith[the Uewish[people.[He \was
happy(forfusforrallithelgoodness that
Hashem[JhadJdone[forfusMI*VAYIT
CHADO YITROUI AL KOLT HATOVA
ASHERIJASAJHASHEMIIL'YISRAEL”
(18:9).L¥itroevengave Moshel[good
helpful [ advice(] that[1 Moshe(l imple(]
mented.[] Yitro[] was(] different(] from
Amalek.[] HelJ was[] on[J ourl] side.
Especiallysince’welarelobligated[to
continuelthebattle[lagainstl/Amalek,
the(storylof(Yitrolis(toldlhere.[Welare
notlallowedtolforget the kindnessof
Yitro.[1 His[]descendants ] happen(]to
havel(lived(closeltolAmalek[during(the
timelof(Shaulthe(King.[Shaul, before
attacking[lAmalek, iwarnsJthe JKEINI
(descendantsof(Yitro) that[lbecause
offalCHESED[+algoodness thatithey
(Yitro)_had[done, they[should_move
awayfromAmalek[sothey[wouldn't
beldestroyedwith'themM“LECHU
SURUIR'DUMITOCHIAMELEKITPEN
OSIF'CHAIMO”[(Shmuel(115:6).

Thelmessagel of( theseltwol episodes
being[hext to[eachlotherlis that_nhot
every[‘goy’lis(lliketheJother.['There
arelrighteousigentiles whol[hid[ Uews
likeCmy[father(in(law[during[the war
and(therel[lare[Jthosellwho[Jwant(ito
destroylus(physically, like(Hamas[and
spirituallyllike (missionaries(who come
tollsrael. ltlis[uptous(toldecipheriwho
isffriendlandiwholisfoelandlthenract
accordingly.

Sincelitlis(stilllinthelyear(of(losingmy
fatherUJICDwouldUlikeDtoJsayJalJword
L'ILUYICNISHMAT CKalman[ben[ Meir
quotedfrommyLcousin[RabbilShmuel
Herzfeld[J from(J the National ] Synal]
goguelin(WashingtonDC, who(Visited
hisCgravelthis[pastMotzaei_ Shabbat
and(quoted(fromthis(week's[portion T
Yitroltold [ Moshe({18:21) tolseek out

“capable[]Gldfearing[men,Imen(]of
truth,1 who[1 hate[] injustice.”[7 Rabbi
Herzfeld(saidthatimyfatherlwas(such
alperson.

Amalek(],[lcamelifromiGobolitisJand
Petraltolthe horthlof(Sinai. Herelis[a
recipefor_Manakishwhich[would[be
served(in[thatlareal | Titllis[Jal‘dough
toppedwith[cheeselorimeatlor(zaatar.
Itlis(similartol[pizza.

MANAKISHWITHITHYME (Zaatar)
Y2[packagelactiveldrylyeast
1%2[cups(flour
Yelcuplwarmiwater
Yeltsplsalt

Topping:
1lcupldriedthymel(zaatar)
1Tbsplsesamelseeds (optional)

3[Tbsps/oliveoil

Whisk together the yeast, 1 tablespoon of flour and % cup warm
water and let stand until mixture develops a creamy foam about 10
minutes. If mixture does not foam, throw out and start over with
new yeast.

Next, stir together the salt and 3/4 cups flour, add yeast mixture and
rest of water. Stir until smooth, then mix in another 1/2 cup flour. If
dough sticks to your fingers, stir in just enough flour to make the
dough start to pull away from the side of the bowl. (This dough may
be wetter than Italian pizza dough that is more familiar.

Knead the dough. Keep surface and hands floured when dough
becomes too sticky. Work the dough about 10 minutes until it is
smooth, soft and elastic. Form dough into a ball, then generously
dust with flour and put in @ medium bowl. Cover and let rise ill
doubled in size; about 1 to 11/4 hours.

While dough is rising, combine thyme and sesame seeds (optional)
and ofive il to form a paste.

Place fully risen dough on a floured surface, and press down to form
a round shape. Spread with the zaatar mixture and bake at 350 for 3
to 4 minutes, or until the dough is crispy and brown. Serve warm.
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ParshaPix

NOTE:[Many [of[the [idlems[id alParsha ]
Pix[ake[straightforward[graphiclrkpre]
sentationsoflthings fdlomthe sédral(dr
haftara).[JOthers[hre[anything[ but
straightforward.[1Some[are [ lformer
visual (T Triddles[dr[PPPs[{ParshaPix[]
Puzzles).[Don't[He[discouragedliflyou
can'tigureldhemLdut[vithout[help.
They [ale[filin [t [thy [dn [dthers[atybur
Shabbat[thble [dfterYoulPeek[dt[the

explanations.

Hearing[ehr [df(MAYISHMAMITRO,
andMlitrolhkard...

B"Hvas[$Baid[by [YitroWhen[he
heard[dlllthelthings [that[G[d[Had
donelfbr3rael.(Brom[that[Welare
taught[that[dne[mhakes[alBrachaldn

miracles

The[3cales[fepresent[the[Justice
system, Ylitro's[sliggestions,[Moshe's
response,letc.

Yitro's[ddvice[ihcluded[the[dssign[]
ment[bf[Jcaptains"[bf[ groupsbf
1000, 100, 5D, ahd[ID [lfepresented
bylthe Romannlimerals™,C,L,X.

BneilYisrael's[akrival [ak [Har [Sinailid
described by [Ithe Clword CIVAYIL]
CHAN, [ds[Rashilputs[it,[We[Were
likeConepersonWithCodnelheart.
That's(thelgtaphicluhder(the ehr.

The[Shofar [idlohe[dfthe [symbols [af
the[Sinaildxperience,[ds[Welthore
than[nention[oh Rlosh[HaShana.

Thevashing[inachineLis[for[the
peopleltblcleanltheirlclothes[during

the[preparatory[Hays[ for[ Matan
Torah

Wine[dup[3[fbrKiddush[(Zachor)
and[the[degation[dircle[i[fbr[the
prohibition[bf( Melacha,[including
writing, Llwatering[plants,[ Higging,
sewing, bliilding.

Dol[Aot[Steal[{the Xed[dut[thief)
and[do [nbtlgbub [tb[the[Mizbei'ach
with [steps[(the[negated(Iddder)[ale
twolakher[plohibitions[id [the sédra.

Volcanol represents[] Har[] Sinai
smoking[Lfrom [ the Hire[bf[ G [d's

presence.

An[hngel(flew[to[the[Heavenly
Mizbei'ach[ahd [picked[up [alglowing
coal[ih[d[pair[df[dongs.[He[then
touched[#he[¢oal[to[Yeshayahu's
lips,.J representingl] al] purifying
process[lthatCwouldallow[lthe
prophetltdspeakloh [bkhalflof[G [d

MEMSIOFIT, [Which[is[Hetter[chlled
a[lClosed"[[MEM,[4ppearsLin[the
haftaralih (dhe Chiddle Codf[3 Qvord,
rather[than[@t[theldnd,Mheredre
are[lised[fo[3eeing[that[kind L bf
MEM

Threeldotsahdalshortvkrtical lhe
are[dhe[difference[ih[(he 4 [cbm[]
mandment[pasuk[Hetween [the[tivo
sets[of[TROP[nbtes

Max[Baer[t.[glayed Jkthro[{itro)
forQlykarslahthe Beverly Hillbillies

| M8 03 MOW [dn@lrbulette Mheel,
tea, saw b id MO MISA, DibraE3

Upper[dght:[thke o [Wings[dflthe
eagle[And[dhe Hour[INHL[Detroit
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Redwings[ahd[ybulgkt[six[Wings, [ak
in[] Yeshayahu's[] vision[] of [ the
heavenly[angels, (s [We[dead[ih[the
haftaralof[PhrshatMiitro.

Many [hbspitals[ale[nhmedMit. Sinai,

aslthelohelplcturedlidManhattan

Two [HifferentCsymbols for UV,

ultralMolet[ightCbr[Fadiation.[In
Hebrew, [ ALISEGOLI.[ Feminine
formOforOthecolorOvioletis
SEGULA, [as[ih [G [d's[dromise[that
we willCDbe Cfor CIHim Clthe CJAM
SEGULA @bovelall[dther[dations[1I]
hence,ULTRASEGULA.

Above[Jethrolahd[tb[the [dght [

montagel] of[] characters[] from
Scholastic[] Press's[] Goosebumps
series....]IWhen[JYitro[came[to
Moshe,[having[heard[Chbout[ the
Splitting[dflthe[Sealand[the[Battle
againstLAmalek [(and[thaybe[dbout
Matan[Torah),[Moshe[detailed[3ll
that[Had[Happened[tb [BneiYisrael.
Thell Torah[ describesl] Yitro's
reaction Lwith[the Cwords[LVAYIL]
CHADYITRO.[Rashilshys[that[the
plain[theaning[df[the [Word[i$[that
Yitro[tejoiced[(because LofLAlI[the
thingsLhel heard.[RRashilkives[h
second[possible[dxplanation[dflthe
wordCIVAYICHAD.OThat[lYitro's
skinCkrupted[In[goosebumps.[ A
nervousor[frightened[reaction,
perhaps, [tb What[Happened[tb[the
Egyptians,[fo [&vhom[Be[Bad[Been
allied[dnd[With[Whom[He[gossibly
identified.[From [hkre, [dur [Shges[téll
us, CwelearnClto [be Clextremely
sensitive[to[the [donvert,[Who[Has
changedUhislifeClcompletely Clby

becomingJewish, [Dbut[stillhas
memories[Andeelings [About[his
former[ife.

Ehud[Barak [k [for [Ahe (BARAKIM
that[dre[thentionedlih[the[delating
oflthe Sinailekperience.

Tommy apid, [similarly, [ [fbrthe
LAPIDIM[d the[sdme[dkscription.

TheldanLof[Bugldpray[depresents
onelspecificbland, Whosenhme[islal
word[thatldccursid [the [sédraltdvice
and[tivoldther[times[ih[the[Torah,
besides[@lnhoreltimes[id [the [rkst[df
Tanach.

The[fat[Heart[i3 [@lrkferencelihthe

haftara.

The[Words[ak[the [tbp[ahd[Bottom
ofltheléft[hhnd[side[dflthe[Parshal]
Pix [Will (Be [A[T Triddle[fbryoulto
work[dutltbgether Withlybur[child[]
renlahd/or[gliests.

172[Words[id the[Aseret[HaDibrotIITI 8
distinctords.[I2 MOs, 15 [G [d's[nhmes

Next Tuesday, the 25th of Sh'vat is the 127th
yahrzeit of the father of the Mussar movement,
HaRav Yisrael Salanter>”x7

Of[aR0[8tters[id [the[Aseret[HaDibrot,
68reALEFI] 1%). Motlhe GITET.
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Lesson#(507 [(part(2)
LawslofInheritance

Welarelin[ the midstofl discussing[ the
laws!oflintestacy [[thatlis, (ofipeopledying
without(leaving[a[will;(how [is[their[estate
to[beldividedldccording[fohalacha?

Il) STRONGLY[] SUGGEST[] THAT
EVERYONE HAVE[ATWILL.[There
areJmany[lawyersJwho[lcan[ThelpJyou
prepareld/willldaccording(to[halachaltaking
into [account[your own[wishes [as how![to
distribute [your[estate[and [the [laws [ of the
land[where[one resides.

Thehalachaassumes!(that[eévery[Jew has
relatives [ surviving[him, [ (that[iis, except
forlalproselyte [who dies[Wwithout[leaving
surviving[ children[or thedescendants of
his[¢hildren. [They are his(heirs [only!ifthe
childrenl] werel] conceived[] after] his
conversionlinto[[Judaism.)[JAssume [ that
Reuvenl]dies[Iwithout[Jal lwill[Jand[not
having[made!gifts [disposing[ofThis dssets.
Priority(is [given[to[the[descendants [0flthe
decedent[‘and[ failing[ to[leave [ surviving
descendants, [ the chain[oflinheritors [first
goes iplonelgeneration[to(the [father(ofithe
decedentland(then(to[thel descendents[of
the(father.[Failing[that, (the[¢chain[goes[to
thelgrandfather(ofl the[decedentland[then
tolhis[descendants.[ This [ continues[ imntil
thereJareheirs[Jofl Ithe[Jdecedent.[1All
descent [ Jis[ithrough!( the[ Ifather[Jand[ not
through! the[ imother[ ofl tthe[ Idescendent.
Reuven’swidow[isnot[an(heir[of[Reuven.
Thel[motherlis not anlheir[ofTher ¢hildren,
nor[does(shelconfer(heir(status on[persons
wholarelonly[related[ throughlher. Thus
brothers /by theJsameJmotherdo[not
inherit[eachl other. Brothers[by[thel $ame
father[inherit[ each[ other[Wwhether[ or[hot
they (have [the[samemother. (In(this [fespect
there[isho [ differencelbetweenalbrother

byl thellsame[ Ifather[ Jand [ Imother[Jor[la
brother by thesame[father(only. Thus ifla
childlis[born[and hisfather[is hot known
and[therefore[therelare[holrelatives[from
his Ofather’sUside, Othe Omembers Coflhis
mother’sside Clare Cnot[his Cheirs. CIfl he
leaves[holdescendants, [thenlhis[property
isCJownerless, [the Jsame[Jas[that[JoflJa
proselyte[ 'who [ dies [ 'without[ heirs. 'The
halachalldescribes[ 128 Idistributees(ifl Ja
person(dies [without(d [Wwill.

HeirsloflaWwoman who wasmarried

Sarah(dies. Either[she [was[married[at[the
time CofTher[death[orwas[avidowLorla
divorceelat[the[time [ Jofl Ther[Ideath.[JA
husband [is [the (heir[ofThis (wife. (If The [is Mot
alivelherlestatelis[inherited (by[her[ $ons
and[their[descendants. [If sheleftno[Sons
orldescendants[oflsons surviving her, her
estatelis[ inherited[ byl her[ daughters/ and
their(] descendants.[] Is[] shel] left[] no
descendants, (her[estate(is [inherited (bylher
father. (Iflshelis(mot(survived [bylher(father
thenCher[father’s[$onsCinherit[her. [These
are[brothers (who Chave[the [(same [ father

that[ shel has.[ Therel arel imany[ tombinal

tions[ofl heirslas[ can[ bel seen! from[the
foregoing. [1tlis[ best[towritelalwillLand
thus] thel] descendants] will[l inherit
according(tolthe[Wwishes ofl theldecedent.
Failing[ that,[in[ families [Wwhere[ the [heirs
want[to[Jabide[Iby[Thalacha, Jthey[Iwill
consult[with[altabbilandlawyer[Who[are
knowledgeablel in[ these! matters. Inl the
nextl lesson! therel shallLTYH [ belal short
discussion(oflthe laws [0flprimogeniture.
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ASHERYATZAR \WonderldffWonders
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Simpleg#ranslation: Blessedlakre
You,[[HaShem[bur[1God,[King[bf[the
Universe, [Who[formed[ian[ih[Wisdom
and[¢reated Lin[him Cinany Corifices[And
cavities.[It[id [rkvealed [ahd [(dnown [Before
thelthroneldfYour[glorylthat[Wereldne
of(fhem (o [(Be [duptured [dr[Blocked, (it
would[Be[ihpossible[tb[siirviveahd [stand
before[You.[Blessed[Are[You,[HaShem,
Healer[af[dII[flesh[Who[does[Wondrous
deed:s.

Theme:Thelessenceldfithelprayer

Appreciate[ the[Wonder[bf[ the
human[Hody [ak[ah [elxpression[df
Hashem’s[uhfathomableWisdom.

Insight: Deeperlpheaning...

Man[i3[created [Withmany[dpenings[ahd
many [davities.”[The[Midrash[Tanchuma
notes[that[the Chumerical Jalue Cbf[the

Hebrew Owords[I“chalulim Cchalulim OO0

cavities, [chvities” [i[248, Which[id[also[the
number[dfldrgans[ih[dheBody. Tf[dven
oneldf[(dhe[davities,[Such[@s[dhe[Heart,
stomach, [dr[idtestinesWerelrliptured;[dr
ifCbne[bfl the[bpenings,[buch[hs[the
mouth, [nbseldrlahusWere[Blocked,dne’s
body[cbuldnbtfinction[properly.

Weldoncludethe[Blessing,[(Blessed[dre
You,[Hashem,[Who[heals[dlIflesh(dnd
acts[Wondrously.” [Rav[¥onasan[Hibeshutz
explains[thatrkcognizing[the Wisdom[ahd

wonder[bfl the[human[body[ ¢reates[d
powerful (Awareness[bf[ Hashem:[1'One
wholis[groficient[ih[@natomy[decognizes
Hashem’s[great[ove (for[nan[And[the
wisdom Linvolved[in Chis[treation.COne
becomesawareallldhisC]needs[are
performed[By[different[drgans[1THome
are[Hard[While[dthers[ale[sbft,[sbme[aFe
dryQivhileCdthers[drenoist[MTHAnd [Yet
theyMorkltbgether[pkecisely. (How(gteat
areYour Owvorks,[Hashem, Y ouCinake
them [all With isdom!’

“If[dneWouldlcbntemplatelthis, [HeMould
purify (His[(Heart[from &l lhiquity, [And [He
would[ihsert[in [His[Heart[allbve [ahd[awe
of[Hashem...”

Halacha:[1During[dthe[1day,[after
relieving[ bneself,[lone[hustCiwash Chis
hands[Chnd[recite[khe[brachal JASHER
YATZARUOmmediately[{Mishneh[B'rura
165:2),[dtodpraise[1Hashemfor[1His
wondrous[dreation [df[the[Human[Body.
B’di‘avad, [He [thay [decite [it [until (He [fkels
the[drge[folgoHo[1heBathroom[dgain
(Mishneh[B'ruralZ:1).[By[deciting[LASHER
YATZAROwe[acknowledge[that[the
delicate[balance[bf[the[brgans[in[bur
body[id[alrhiracle, [ak[id[the (human[Bking’s
unique Husion[df[dhe [dpiritual (doul Wvith
the[physical[bbdy.

Visualization:Images(that
bringlprayers[tb[ife...



TheHollowingUs[hn[kssay[ritten by
Kenneth[CM.[Prager,[ M.D.[hbout[khe
blessing[Asher Yatzar” [ak[sken [ftom[the
eyesldffaldoctor.

There[was[one[Cunforgettable [patient
whose[3tory[feinforced (Ehe[fruth[And
beauty (Jof CIJASHER CIYATZAR [for[Ime
forever.[Jbsh[Was[d[20[ykar[dld[student
who [slistained [ah [unstable [ftacture [df His
third[dnddburthldervical Mertebraelih[d
motor[Jehicle[krash.[HeOwas[nitially
totally[duadriplegic (But[fbr Weak[flexion
of(his[right[biceps.

Aldnglahdldifficult[period[dflstabilization
and] rehabilitation] followed...[] With
incredible[¢ourage,[hardvork,[dnd[dn
excellent[BT,Jbshlilnproved[day[By[day.
In[dime, [And[After (What[Heemed[like[d
miracle,[He [Was[able[tb [Walk [slowly[With
alldglblacelahdlalchne.

But[Josh[kontinued (ko [FequireCinter]
mittent[datheterization...[The[drologists
werelMery[gessimistic[dbout[His[dhances
for[hot[tequiring[tatheterization.[They
had[Chot[Hdeen[dhisCodccur[dfter[A[3pinal
cordlidjury[cflthis[skverity.
Then[XheOmpossibleChappened.[1[vas
there[the[dayJbsh[doObnger[required[d
urinary[datheter. Il thoughtLdf[ Abayei’s
ASHERLYATZAR Cprayer.[PointingLbut
that[JIC couldCnotimagine[Jaldmore
meaningful (dcenario for [its[decitation, [T
suggested[{o[Josh, Who[vas[A[Yeshiva
graduate, [that[hk [shy[the [player.

Hel[dgreed.[As[heltecited[the[dncient
bracha,[tears[Welled[ih [chy [dyes.[Jbsh [i§
my[sbn.

QXA

Question: [dftenWake[ub [id [the [hiddle
oflthe [ight[tb [ukse[the[Bathroom.Must [
wash [degel Masser[(Netilat[Yadayim) [ahd
reciteCASHER[YATZAR?Should I vait

until the [Morning[td [rkcite [the [blacha?

Answer:[If[d[personvakes[dpLih[dhe
middle[dflthe[nighttd[ukse[the[Bathroom,
he[3houldTGimmediately [dhereafter (ivash
negel (vasser [{Shulchan CJAruch,[1Orach
Chaim[4:1,3) [ And[Be[Sureltbo[decite[the
ASHERLYATZAR [Blessing.[(One[3hould
not[Waitlntil[Shachris [tb [decite [ASHER
YATZAR, Hecause[if(He [thkes[chre[df[His
needs[dgain[lipon[telalwakening[in[the
morning[(Whichidmostlcbmmon), (e [will
haveld missed[d the[] originalC] ASHER
YATZAR [dpportunity.[The[rkason [id[that
the[Cwindow [dfldpportunity,” f&r[ASHER
YATZARLS [dnly [until (the [dext[tdme[He
takes[dare[df[His[deeds[(Mishneh[B'rura
4:3[ahd[Zt6)

[Ed.[dote:[Bven[though [youWash With [d
cup,[ekc.[during[the [night, [ybu do [dot[shy
the[ALIMETILATIYADAYIM[Bracha[until
youlalvakelid[the[morning.] tolbecontinued

W IDDLES!

Prizes[or[Best[sblution[skts[atefiirnished By
Noam[Productions[ahd/or Big[Deal.

Last[idsue’s[(B'SHALACH)MTriddles:

[1] 185Barred[in(thelpast;[bldoloned
toldome

ThisConellisClike[aCITowards [ Better
Davening[Lhnd[Torah[Reading[kolumn.
Gldltklls[(Moshe[th [hise [His[dtaff[dbove
thelsalahd(the Maters[Will[phrt, [ahd [Bnei
Yisrael (Will Lo [through[the[dealdn[dry
land.[Then[MaShem [days[that[Bar'o Wil
golihdfter[dhembh[Pursuit. Twice,[the

word[for[JAnd [they LWvill Co" [k Lused [T

futurelténse.Mhenidhhppensat[G[dlshid,
and[the[Torah[sWitches[ténse [t [the[past
[MAnd[BneiYisrael[went...[and[Par'o
wentlih[pursuit. [YAVO [0 [ineansClthey
willlgb".M'YAVO D, [With [aISH'VA [under
the[ihitial MAV, [heans CAnd [they [Will [gb".
VANAVO,[dn[theldtherHand[{brldn
theldther[ténse) [heans[MAnd[they Went".
The[PATACH[Linder(theCnitial CVAV
switches[ the[tense[bf[ the[Yerbfrom
futureltb [phst.[MhroughoutManach, [there
are[]185occurrencesJof[Ithe[dword
VAYAVO[U.[The[MTriddletkferstbthat
word[as[Harred[ih[the[gast,[Because[the
PATACHL Lk ike[d[Bar[dnderthe[WAV.
V'YAVOM,LbccursConlyLb[times.[The
SH'VALinder[the[YAV[Iboks[lst[Tike [d
colon[IIEbloned[tdcbme.

[2] Thislyear:(8,10,13,and 5 [dflthe
I 1th, 14 [&[15 [dfthe[d2th,[@nd[2 1 [df
the(first

Only[dnelsblver[got[ll],[Butlskveral [got
this[dne.[Theseldre[the[dates[dn[Which
weldead[Part[df[Rarshat[B'shalach.[The
I 1thC{month)[is[8h'vat. [This[year,[ive
read[the[first[phrt[df[B'shalach [at [Shabbat

Shabbat[MinchalIthat [ivas[#he [Bth [ bf
Sh'vat.[J On[] Monday[J and[] Thursday
morning[I[Tthe[1 0th[CAnd[] 3th[Cbf[the
month,[dnd[Shabbat[ShiralWas[the[15th.
Onlthe[M4th[ahd[T5th[dflAdar[({theT2th
month),We[dead [theldnd[df[B'shalach 1]
VAYAVO[AMALEIK,Cthe[Purim[Torah
reading. [JAndCwe[read[Clthe Clbulk Clof
B'shalach [dn[thedst[(Yth) [day[df[(Besach,
the 2l stldffthe [first[(inonth, Nlissan).

[3] First,[fifth,(keventh,kleventh,
twelfth

Rabbi[MMacy[Gordonl[ihadvertently[gdave
thelanswer[tb[this[(TTriddle [@way[ih His
Friday [night[talk [at[dur[Shira[TTU Bishvat
Shabbaton.[Theseldre[theldonths[hat
have[sbmething[dn[their[15th[day.[Nisan
[[Pesach.[AvIMUR'Av.[ishrei[I8ukkot.
TUBishvat[{Sh'vat[kthe | thCahonth).
AndJerusalem[(h.k.a.[Shushan) [Rurim[ih
the[] 2th[inonth.[Rabbi[ Gordon[4ddded
the[D15th [df[Tyar[dn[Which L(ht[dight) [the
Korban[Resach[Shenildvas[fand [Will(Be)
eaten.[And[dn[dhe[15th[df[the [Brst[df
two[Adars,[dhe[ 5th[kShushan[Purim
Katan.

[4] Aftersinging[and[pdostmortem

This[dne[Was[albit[dbscure.[After Miriam
took[the[Women[ahd[shng[at[the[ska, [the
Torah[records[that[We[Had [Ho[Water[tb
drink.CAfter[MiriamCdies[{recordedlin
Parshat[Chukat),[the[people[dre[dgain
thirsty[fdr Water.

[5] Advancedl] Military[] Training
AcademyWillléad[tb[this

From [the [hhftaraldfB'shalach, We[rkad [df
Sisra, [#he (SARCTZAVALGfCYAVIN, Hhe
general [df[RingMavin's[akmy.[Play [dn[the
name[YAVIN, Ovhich Chlso Cineans (Twill
understand".[Graduates[df(the[Advanced
MilitaryMraining[Academy [willIdarn.

[6] TheldabbilWwholdertifies[that[We



can[]carryllin[JourJlocation[]on
Shabbat

Many[gbt[this[dneltbo.I#[id [alplay[dn[the
words[EIREV[RAV, [the [Egyptians Who [8ft
Mitzrayim With[the[BneiYisrael. [Sounds
verylcloseltdthe FIRUVIRAV.

[7] TwolthatHadtbugh(preldawns

Theinal (blow[¢ame o [Egypt[B'ASH]

MORETLHABOKER.[That's[&itherL¥ery
earlylid[the[phorning, [dr[pre[dawn.[There
is[anly [dhe [akther ke [ofthe [phrase. [f's[id
Shmuel CJAlef, [dwhen[Sha'ullJHaMelech
defeats [ JAMON. CITheChnswer[khen[ls
MITZRAYIM[ahd[AMON.

[8] Place[¢ommercial(for[Michelin
here

OneldfltheMery[dramatic[g'sukim [ih[the
Torah[s[the[Cbne[that[Hescribes[the
mighty [and [drrogant[Bgyptian Ldlite[drmy
corpsUpanickingldwhentheir[chariot
wheels[det[Hogged [down [ih[the[skaland
their[Wheels[fhlI[3ff. (They[dll [deceived[d
miraculous“puncture".

[9] Was[OWillie[dSaunders[Jfrom
Omaha?

Only [l [thcehorses[Have [on [the[Triple
Crown.[@ne[dflthem[Was[alhorse[nhmed
Omaha.[His[jbckey Mvas[(Willie[Sauders.
Theyrkpresent[SUSM'ROCHBO [THorse
and[rdder, [thentioned[tvice[ih [theTorah
reading[df[B'shalach.

[Parsie Polnds G0 Pencer

Suggestedlahswers

I) [(Mhe[@®hr[HaChayim [tkaches[that
thisCserves[Jto[ldemonstrate[the
greatness[dflYitro.[Moshe[Had[sent
hisWvife, [(Tzipora,[Back[do[Midyan.
Yitro[dould[have[&asily [faken[this
action[hs[h[ustification [ to[keep
Tziporaldnd[Ber[dons[Wvith[Rim[ih
Midyan[ahd[tb[rhise[them[Hased[dn
his[fhith.[But, [(He [did [Hot[do[sb.[He
broughtMziporalahd[thebbys[tdthe
Jewish [peopleldespite[the[fhct[that
thisCivas [ AFTERCHELEENTHER
AWAY.

2)TheldDa'at[1Z'kainim[IMiBaalei
HaTos'fotlexplain[that[these[Words
do[nbt[réfer(td[the[cbmmandnbtltd
approach(thelmountain.[Rather, [they
relate[to Lthe[punishment[dfldeath
which [the Torah [just[mentioned[ahd
thenkontinues[right[hfter[khese
words[Hescribinglhow[h[Yiolator
should[be[ktoned.[IThese words
teach[thatlthey[should[thke[chreltb
stonelthelplerson[ftom [fir[away[ahd
notLFiskingLtoming[tlose[to[the
mountain Llto Lkill Chim ClestLlchey
accidentallylcbmeltd kduch it

3) T heKlilYakar[dnswers[Hhat[ih
every [aheldf[the [fist[five [cbmmand[]
ments, Lihcluding[honoring[parents,
there[idlmhention ef(HASHEMNYIOUR
GD, Mhilelid[thedstfilre [cbmmand ]
ments[G [D[3[dot[thentioned[dnce.
ThisCIndicates[that[ theirst[five
relate[do[dhan[dnd[G[D Livhile[dhe
second[five [have [nothing[tb [do [With
manahd[@Q[D.




