o1

TZIC .

B, .
%ma Explanations(dn[p.39
v | Ao,

Connecting
Junems 26 « Y”WD'T 199D T° the Jewish People

Gld's SpecialLoveof(israel

InChst[Week's[perek LofLAvotL{ch.5), [We[Had[deference Lo [Bilaam [dnd [his
personality [thaits[that[chn [be[skem [id [his Mtudents”. [This Was[cbntrasted [With
Talmidavlshel[Avraham[Avinu, [the [students, fdllowers, hkirs[of[Avraham[Avinu.
Notltheltbpicoflthis [kad Midbit;[ustalploy td Fdcusybulah PirkeiAvot.

Now [We[nked[td[gb [bhcklthree Weeks[(br(threelahead [Ithke [ybur[pick) fbr(al
teaching[af[RabbilAvival@ssumedly [ihe [mishnalahly said HUHAYAIOMEIR...)
and[then e Mill apply lidltd Phrshat[Balak.

"Heluked[tb[shy:[1[Beloved(aleSrael [fbr(they[alelchlled[G [d's[children.[As al
gestureldflspecialldve, [iflwWas mhadekhown [tb [them [that[they [ale[chlled [G [d's
children, a3 [itlidlsdid, Y oulatethe children [af[HaShem ybur [G[d"

There's[thore, [Hut[this[dne[portion[should[He[dnough [tb [chake [alPoint.[The
mishnalidltélling[uk [that[the fEct[that[G [dlviews[uk[aHis[children[id [almanifes []
tation [df[HlisIbve [fbr[us, [Hut[the [fAct[that[He tklls[Us [sb[ih [the [Torah[ii[al
greater[iddication[of(his(dve[(drahiddication dflhis[gleater[dve).

[In[@[Pastli$sue[df(TT,[Welhade [the[goint[that[this[teaching[dan[dpply[tb
parents:[(They[chnldvetheir[children. ThisidWonderful. [But[ifid[ah iddication
oflelen[algteater Idve [flthey [(the [phrents) [Makethere felingskhown[tb [their
children. Rlemember[tdtélllyburlchildren(Andlyburlspouse, lyburphrents, lybur
siblings, [ybur[alints, [uhcles, [cbusins, lahd [niblings...[ahd lybur[gbodftiends[tbo)
thatQyouObve[them. Mt [thakes[theIbve[dtrongerldndthorelspecial. LCHIBA
Y'TEIRA.Butbhckltblthelsédra...]

Therelis[domethingldnique[dbout[the[Thrge,[35[vkrse[Parshal{portion) [that
makes [up [mhost[df(Parshat[Balak [IWe, [the [people [dfI3rael, [Were[dblivious [tb
what[Was[Happening.[The[Jeople[Went[dbout[their[daily[Businessland[dn[d

hilltop [dverlooking[the[nhtion[dfI$rael, aldrama Was[unfolding. [Balak[sknds[al Word of the[Month
delegation [dfldfficials [tb[cbaxBilaam [ihto [jbining Him[ahd[clrsing[the [people For[those Who [have Chot[Yet[daid (Kiddush[l'vana [this Chonth, Coheir (Thst
wholHaveldomeldut[dflBgypt[and[Haveldoveredithelsurfaceldflthe[Barth... opportunity (th[Israel (i [Motza'ei[Shabbat[Balak, (#he [dve Cof[dhe [ 5th Cbf

Bilaam ffist[réfuses, [then [gktspermission"[td[gb [td Balak [Hhd e [did Tammuz, [until[12:25am [that's[A5 [chinutes [after [chidnight, [dfficially Sunday).
Friday [nlightid [not[eligible fbr [us[ih I$rael, Hecause[if[idn't(the Idst[dp. But[ih

NewNMork,Fbrleikample, [the[deadline[3[525pm[dn[Shabbat[afternoon. That
JerusalemmShabbatlid/outltinesfor Parshat BALAK means [ that[AllChight[Friday [{LeilCShabbat) Lis[the [Tast[bpportunity[dnd E

770 Bpm (P|ag 6:20) 1S 83 [ pPM (seelphgeBldr(GtherZnanim) therefore, [dneho bhs[nbtlykt[shid [KLGANY [chn[db [sb[ah [Friday [night.
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”;;: %%g; Yer;'.sj';l:ty'm g;;:m ;;3%%%5 Earliesti Taliti & T'filini1000004:35(4:39am

7:28m [820)  GushEdkion 8:3Ipm 728 [(B20) (831 | | Sunriserumummuioini5:3505:38am

1:30pm [(8:22) Raanana  8:34pm 7:300(8:22) (8134 |  [SofiZ’maniK'1Sh'mannioning:0819:10am

7:28pm [@21)  BeitBhemesh  8:32pm 7:29[[@:21)[832 |  [(MageniAvraham:8:1218:15am)

1:30pm [(8:22) Rehovot 8:33pm 7:30[(8:22) 8133 | [SofiZ‘maniTfilatnoiooioii10:19010:21am

1:31pm [(&:22) Netanya ~ 8:34pm 7:31[[8:23)[8134 | |(MageniAvraham:19:4119:44am)

7:26pm [(820)  Be'erBHeva  8:3Ipm 7:26[(8:21)831 | | Chatzotmmmmummmmn12:41%4112:43%pm

7:29m [(&21) Modiin  8:32pm  7:29[(&:21)[B32 | |(halechicnoon)

T:13pm [&22)  Petachlikva  8:34pm T:1308:22)@B3 |  [MinchalGedolammmummmmmim1:1711:19pm

T:13pm [&19) MaaleBEdumim 8:3Ipm T:130(8:20) (8131 | [(earliestiMincha)

7:29pm [@21)  GinotEhbmron  8:33pm 7:29[(8:22) (833 |  [PlagiMinchallouuouuiononie:19:6:20pm

1:28pm [(820)  GushBHiloh  8:32pm 7:28[[8:20)BB2 | [ Sunsetmmmmommmmmmm7:5317:53pm

7:27pm [(820)  K4RIHbvron 8:3lpm  7:28[(8:20)(BBI| |(basedioniseallevel:7:47.7:48pm)

7:28pm [(@20)  Giv'atlefev  8:32pm 7:28[(8:21) (8132 —

7:29m [@21) YadBthyamin 8:33pm  7:300(8:22)(8B3 www.ttidbits.com

1:30pm [@:22) Ashkelon ~ 8:33pm 7:300(8:23) (883 for PDF [files[ofTIT [(Whole,

1:30pm [(d:21) Tzfat 8:34pm 7:20[8:22)834 | |lite,XL), ParshaPix, textlfile,

1:31pm [822) IichronHabkov 8:35pm 7:31[{8:23) (8135 Palm[vkrsion, Morah Midbits
Rabbeinu[Mam [bhvdala[BALAK[{'lem) 1%t | 6pm Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

AndaBonus(Setofllessons
LEADTIDBIT cont [flomftontlphge

not[know [that[Any[bf[ 2hisivas[taking

place.

And[When[Bilaam[and[Balak[finally [cheet
and[ktart[buildngChltarsChnd Coffering
sacrifices(ih[drder[tolihcrease[Bilamm's
task[dfThttacking" [(BneiYisrael, dve [Still
didn'tlkhow[What[Was[bhppening.

They[thove [ftom[dlaceltb[dlace[tblget[a
better Yiew [ bf[theTsraelite [¢amp[and
theylakelgbing [flill [sving[id [their [aktempt
tolvhnquish[the[people[dflI$rael.[And[We
justCwventChbout[bur[Hay[tb[day[lives
without[the[Rnowledge [that[domeNery
powerful [chen [With[Jotent[dowers[Were
intent[an[dur[desctruction.

Gld[hadthreeldptions[ds[Ho
how[tb[handle"[the[situation.[Hle[dould
have[dold[Moshe[dbout[the[#hreat[dnd
commanded [(br[sliggested) [that[He[fbrm
alskrike fbrceltb[deal With [the[situation.
Heldidn't[do [that.

Or,[He[dould[Have[thken[dare[dflthings
on[Hislawn [IWhich[He[did, [id Which[chse
therelale[tWo[dptions: Mell lus[dr ot téll

us.

GldMhose" [tb [fight [fbr [s[MWhich (3 [ah
impressive[display [&f[His[Tbve [for[Bnei
Yisrael. ICHAVIVINLIYISRAEL, [beloved
are[Israel[that[G[dlshould [donfound[the
plotLof[Balakk[dnd [Bilaam [dnd [Have [dis

from[Bhrm.

CHIBAY'TEIRA, [@s [Algesture[dflspecial
love, [Heltélls[uk [about[the [Whole[thing[id
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thelmhajor [phrtlcfPhrshatBhalak.

This[dxample [hight[dot[Belihcludedlih
the [mishna id [Avot, But [idfits Well.

But[nlow, [there[id[thore.[TMhelextralskt[df
lessons[rkferred[tb[ih[the[skcondtitle [df
this[eadTidbit.

Theldetails[df[the[Balak[Bilaam [affair [ake
meant(tbtéach[uk[things[about[durselves.

HeWants[ds[tdo [dhare Wvith [Bilaam, [the
humbling[I&sson[dflthe[speaking[donkey.
Whether[br[hot[Bilaam ChimselfCwas
takenCHown[h[Cpegl br[two[Whenlhe
realized[(that[A[Cdonkey[Was[iven[the
ability[tb[ske[ah[ahgel [ahd[hk, Bilaam [Was
not[([We[nhustIdarnthoseldssons.

Insight[s [hot[A[inonopoly Lof[dhose [bf
higher[ihtelligence;[it [i3 [given [[TBy [& [d[1T]
toWhomever[Helchooses[tbsblehdow.

Did[Bilaam I&an[that[He[should[dot[Have
gonelih[thefirstCplace, When[he[knew
well What [G[d[Wanted [Bim [tb[do? Maybe,
maybe[not. [trelevant. [But[We[chustIdarn
the[lesson.[There[dre [ things[that[Gd
says,[do[dAnd[dther[things[that[Meldays,
don't.[Butlthere[dre Eiso[things[that[We
must[berceive[hs[RTZONCHASHEM,
GId's[(Will,[ahd [We[should determine[dur
paths[id [life atcordingly.

"...[Behold, [t [EHldation [that [Will Ldwell
aloneldnd[ot[Beldeckoned[dmonglthe
nations." [INot[nly [k [ghis[do, [(but[Gd
chose[to Llinform Cus LofCour Cunique
(potential) [skatus[through[the[statements
of (Bilaam [Ho[Balak.[Bi9l'am [daid[these
things[tb [Balak;[He [didn't[shy [them[tb [uk.
Wellknow[themUonly [because [1GId
chooseltb[putthese[Words[ih[the[Torah
for[s[tb[dead,[fonder,[@ndIkarn[fFrom.
Gldldlchallenging[uk through Bilaam.

Balak[stats

40th Lod (54 [sddras; [Tth [od (10 (il [Bhmidbar
Written [oh [177.8 (lihes (i [aITdrah [{rhnks [38)
2[Phrshiyot; [LLchhsed, [TTapen

104 [psukim (ikinks 34 th [(3th [(RAmidbar)
1455 [wbrds [Idnks 33rd [(3th [Rhmidbar)
5357 ekters [Tidnks 35th [(3th (Bhmidbar)

Balak [isI clbse [td [a¥erage [fol [tHe (Tdrah's [sddras
but [isToh [tHe [schall [site [fo (Bhmidbar

MITZVOT

Balak [isl ahe (o [TV [{df[54) [sddras [with [nb
mitzvot. [Qhly [ohe [of [tWo [nd [mitzva [sddras [i[tHe
book [od[B3midbar. (Hbre's [tHe [nd mitzva[sddra
countlpérhbok:[9112, 3711, [@I10,2110,311 |

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>X:Y[(Z)]ahd [F>X:Y [(¥)][iddicate[start
ofld[Parshalg’tuchaldr[tumaldespectively.
X:Y[i$ [Rerek:Pasuk[df[the[Beginning[dflthe
parsha; [(Z)[i8 (the [dumber [df[d'sukim[ih [the

parsha.

Kohen(IErst[Aliya
| | [p!sukim [T22:2[112

[S> 22:200(95!)] Balakl wasl a
weakerlkingthanlhislheighborslin
thel region.l Thel defeatl ofll the
othersOGhndISICHON)nstilled
fearl in0 Balak'sO heart,0 andld he
realizedl thatOwaginglal“convenl
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tional”’OwarlhgainstOsraellwouldbe
futile.Hisplanlfollowinglresearch
oflkthelmatter)dwasltolenlistBil'am
tolcurselthelPeopleloflisrael.0To
thislend,Balakkendshdelegation
toBil'amdnMidyan.Bil'amlnvites
thelenvoysltolspendlthelnightso
thatlhel(Bil'am)Ocanlbelspokenlto
byl GId.0 GOdO doesl "appear"d to
Bil'am0OandOasksO himOwholOthese
peoplelare.O0Bil'amOtellsiGOdOand
HelwarnsOBil'amOnotdto0goOwith
thelldelegation,Onordtoldcurselthe
people,0 becausell "theyll are
blessed".

SDT: HowlcomelBalak,[alswornlénemy
oflUsrael, Urateshavingalsedra named
after Dhim? DCommentaries suggest[that
Balaklwas an! honest! enemy"[of Israel.

Hislantagonismwas[based onhis|fear of
Israel; ThisCintentions CandCactions were

clear(cut.[Welhavelbeen|plagued|by many
enemies \throughoutIhistory Jwho[lhave
hidden!] behind1 all smile, ] all mask ] of
friendship,lorahand(shakelandphotolop

onlyl tol try[ tolstabl uslinl the back! (or
worse). [ It's["nice"[Whenan enemy!is up

front"labout!it.

SDT: Commentaries!] point[] out ] that
MoavUand MidyanUwverel bitter enemies.
Nonetheless, theyput( their ldifferences
asidel andunited tol fightl against!Israel.
This[shows[thelpowerof antilSemitism[in
this world. [1See what_ourJenemies are
readyltoldolbecauseltheyhateus(somuch.

Butlitlalsolmust!teachliis anotherlesson.
Weltoomust belprepared|folsetiaside that
which\divideslthel\Jewish[|Peoplel linto
fragments, UsoJthatlwecanfightUour
common[lenemy lwith[greaterIstrength.
Thislis notltolsuggestthat Wwe mustignore,
overlook, or|forgiveltheseldifferences. [But

welhave!folknowlwhenwelshould put our
religious|secularbattles1"onJhold",Uin

orderltolbelunited against/thelénemies of
thel Jewish[\People. [ \Wel imustlall"work
together ] (1) Ashkenazim ) & S'faradim,

National ReligiousTand Haredi, left and
right, veligiousand|Secular, [fo|strengthen

ourl position|lagainst! those who! lwould
harm!us, (fake partsof Eretz Yisraellfrom

us, [arldividelour|capital.

SDT: Rashillquotes!lallMidrashthat
explainsWwhy [ Gldlasked[Bil'am'wholare
thesemenwith[lyou? ", [lwhen[1Hel ffirst
appeared| to\him[ at[night. [1This, [1says
Rashi, Jwasto1givel 1 Bil'am thelfalse
impression(that(therelareltimesivhen Gld
doesn'tlknowlsomethingldandneeds!folask.
Bil'amwould!thenbelhopeful [that|during
oneloflthose DivineMapses, lhelwould be
ablelto"bless"thelJews, [éven(though!Gd
told'him(that heshouldn't.

Lewi[[Second[Aliya
8[plsukim [II22: 13

Inl thell morning,0l  Bil'am
(reluctantly)l] dispatchesll Balak's
messengersdwithOhisOmessagelof
refusal.0BalakOsendsOallargerdand
morell prestigiousll delegationll to
Bil'am,withOoffersOotlgreathonor
andOwealthOif0Bil'amOwoulddonly
agreell toll Balak'sOrequest.0Bil'am
againlrefuses,Obutldoeslinvitelthe
newll delegationl toll spendl the
night.0l This timel GOdO permits
Bil'laml toll accompanyll the
Moabites,ObutOwarnsdhimOnotOto
dolanythinglotherOthanOwhatOGId
tellsd him.0 (Commentariesl draw
from0 thisO thel notion:0 "In0 the
directionll all personl isl inclined,
therelhelisead"0Alsolike,D'giving
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himlbenoughlropeltoldhangbhimself
with".)

SDT: Whylwas[ Bil'am[tolbel punished

forlgoing[with[ Balak's[delegation, [when
Gld permittedhimfo go? [Sortlofltold him
tol] go.[l Certainly, [ allperson(]is[] held
accountable] forl] violations] of!] Gld's
commands, _butarewelalsolresponsible
forUthingsUwhichareInotspecifically
prohibited, Lalthoughlitlis[reasonablel to
assume(that Gld does ot wantlis to do
them?

Thelansweris YES. [ Thislis[onel of the
concepts[ lwellactuallyderivel from| Ithe
episodel of Bil'am.[Thel Torah! giveslusla
verygoodidea of what HaShem Wwants of
us.[Many!sinslarelspelledloutVery|clearly
[Tinfact, [therelisa notionof! Tonewill not
bel punished unless! expressly warned";
yetlwelarelwarnedthat G dWwill belangry,

sollto[Ispeak, Llif wel do! things! that! we
(should) knowlarelcontraryltoHisWishes.

Thislisl something![ that! exists| inl human
relationships( too.[ Parents, | forexample,
expectlchildren(tolbehavelalcertainlway,
even[Wwithout[ beingspecificallytold.[ We
arelJnotIprogrammedrobots; [1lwellare
humanlbeingswith(thelabilityto ieason.
AndUGd\(andourparents, [ tool][1no
L'HAVDIL herelbecauselof thelGemaralin
Kiddushin(that teachesus that therelare
threelpartners(in(the lhuman being(11Gd,
his[ fatherandhismother) wants[ us(to
make  the right(decisionlinlareas! Helleft
“open”,[soltolspeak.

Inlthelstraightveading loflthe[Chumash, [it
seemsthat! Bil'amlis[trulylalman(bfl Gld
wholonly wantsto do what Gd wants him
toldo. Traditionldescribes him|differently,
aslonelWho knows![ that[helis[ totallylin
Gld's[controllbutltries tolfight it atlévery
steplofltheway. [Whatlalblow(to Bil'am's
egolto[belthoughtof "sohighlyamong

people, yetltolknowthat |G [dlisincharge.

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
| 8[plsukim [12R2:2 |

Bil'aml arisesl in0 thel morning,
saddleslhisdonkeyl (bylhimself),
andlgoesOwithOtheOMoavlofficers.
(ThelimplicationOinOthelpasukDis
that@Bil'amOwentwith(hloreatddeal
offenthusiasmlod'hopefully"Ocurse
theOPeoplelofllisrael.0Contrastlthis
withlAvraham'slenthusiasm@bnlhis
wayltolfulfilllGId’slcommandwith
thelAkeida.)0GOdOisO"angry"Owith
Bil'amforgoinglevenlthoughOHe
permittedt)lhndbendshnlhngellin
anlattemptltoldissuadedhim0Ofrom
continuing.ll Thell Torahl recounts
thatDonlthreelseparateloccasions]
symbolically,0 itl happenedl in
increasinglylnarrowerlpassagesQQ
thell donkeyll seesll thell angel
blockingthelway,butBil'amdoes
not.0 Bil'am0 strikesl thell donkey
eachll time,0 untild GOdO givesl the
powerloflspeechltoldthelddonkey,
whol admonishes[ Bil'aml for0 his
deeds.0ThenlGdpermitsBil'ambo
seelthelhngellhndBil'ambhcknowll
edgeshhislkin.Helofferstolreturn,
butl thel angell allowsl himl to
proceed,lwithOtheOwarninglnotlto
saylhnythingl'unauthorized".

(In[Birkei[Avot[We[alelthughtlthat[the
"mouth [off[the [dbnkey" [Was[dne [off [tén
special[items[that[G[d[dreated[ih[the
instant[beforeHelrksted[ftom [flirther
creation[bn[the[Veryirst[Shabbat.
Oneldflthe[léssons[ftom[this[cbncept
isLISOF[IMA'ASEH[IB'MACHSHAVA
T'CHILA, Lvhat[happensLin[dhe[énd
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was[ih [G [d's[thought[and[dlan [&k[the
beginning. (Welshould[dot[think[that
the[d"mouthofldthe[JEarth"that
swallowed[ Korach[3&[ICo.[or[khe
talking[donkey,[dr[Mo'ach's[dainbow,
etldl,ivereMafter[thoughts" [&f[GId
Nolslichlthing.)

Balakl goesl outl tol greetdBil'am,
whol tellsl BalakO thatl hel is
powerlessltolactlonlhisdownland
mustlsaylonlyOwhatOGOdO"putslin
his mouth".0 (ThisOis0 thel signitil
cancell ofll thell "mouthl ofll the
donkey"[viz.OthatOitOisOGOdOWho
grantsl thel giftl ofll speech;0 one
shouldlnotlbelarrogantlaboutlhis
abilityltolkpeaklwell.dnthebwords
ofll thel beautifull prayerl ofll the
Shali’achl Tziburl onll Rosh
HaShanall andd Yoml Kippur,
OCHILAO LAKEIL,0 thel human
beinglthinkslthoughtslinthistheart,
butlfromOGIdOcomeslthelabilitylto
expressithembwithbhisImouthland
lips...[brlthelackbflthelhbility.)

SDTY: Thellfavored ) weaponl of! the
nations of! theworldis[ the sword.[ The
"weapon"Jof! \Israellis[ 1 "the \powerJof
speech"" (prayer, U] divreil] Torah, [ kind
words, | étc.). Bil'am[ arrogantlylays| This
weapon"Lasideland  attemptsto harm(the
PeopleloflIsrael Withtheir {our) Wweapon.

Gld, sol o[ speak, "went against! Bil'am

withlhis abandoned weapon![1lthelangel's

drawnsword. [Andultimately, [ thel Torah

tellslus, [Bil'am fell by thelsword. TIRashi

R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [I22:39[23:12

Balakll makesl sacrificesll onll the
occasion,[bndBil'amlorderskeven

altarsftoldbelbuiltdfordthelspecial
offerings.0l (All0 that0 isO donel is
highlylsignificantle.g.OthedTorah
recordslthatlourlthreelPatriarchs
offeredlsevenlkorbanotlatlivarious
times.OBil'amOhopedOtol"neutrall
ize"helkffectbilthoselbacrificesdn
Gld'sleyeslbylrepeatedlylloffering
sevenlbacrificeslbfthislbwn.)

AfterOmeditation,0Bil'am0"speaks"
aboutl thell Peoplel ofll Israel .l He
doeslnotlcursedthem,Obutdrather
beautifullylldescribesltheluniquel
nesslotllsrael.0BalakfisOupset,dbut
Bil'aml remindsd him0 thatld he
(Bil'am)0 canl onlyl transmit that
whichliGdOwantsthim[to.

Ifwe[aleluhiquelamong[the [nhtions[df
theMorld,[it[id (Hecause[df[the[Torah
andJourCOJcommitmentCto Clit, Clnot

somethingldenetic, [dor[d[tere[dccil]

dent[df(Hirth.[MWelhustlpreservelthat
uniqueness[lby[lremaining[truelto
Torah, Hithful [td [HaShem, ahd[dlstinct
from[the [dther[nhtions.[And, [ak [Bil’'am
pointed[dut,[durluniqueness[depends
upon[Beingldifferent(from [the[dther
nations[{hotDWvanting[do [Be [jlust[Tlke
everyonelelse.) Welate[differentiwhen
wel[ateldifferent.[And[that[id[What[We
arelslpposed[tb[be.When[Welalelthe
same, Welatehbt[different.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [I2B: 1 3[26

BalakOtakesBil'amOtoOaldifferent
vantagelpoint,JindtheOhopesOthat
hell willl bel ableld tol cursel the
Peoplel thisl time.0 Oncel again,
sevenlhltarsfhrebuiltthndbacrifices
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offered.0 Oncell again, Bil'am
meditates] andld thenl utters
magnificentl descriptionsl ofll the
Nationl ofll Israel.l0 BalakO says[ his
piecellandl Bil'am0Oagainl explains
hisll restrictions.0 (Difficultl for
someonellwhollisconsideredlthe
quintessencelbflhirrogance.)

Rashilkays[ that[ Balak[khose[ Rosh
HaPisgal[ak[alplace[ftom[Where[Bil'am
mightlslucceedlih [dursing[the[geople,
because bk [fdresaw[thatMosheMould
dielthere.[Rashilshys[that[Balak (dnew

thislabout[the[place but[Bil'am[didn’t [T

that[Balak whasalmore[gifted[plophet.

Twice[Weldind, CAnd[Bil'am[3aid[to
Balak, [Build (fbrLche (Wwith Lthis" [seven
altars[and[dreparefbrche Mwith [this"
seven[Bullslahd[skvenrhms[(23:1 [ahd
29).With Ckhis, [ BAZEH.[ (MW el hre
taught[that[dll[the[grophets[df[rael
prophesy With[KOH[(@s[id [KOAMAR
HASHEM),[] except] Moshe,[] who
prophesiesWith[ZEH.[Bil'am [félt[that
he[Was[bn[Moshe's[level Cand Lkept
throwinglatoundlthe[ZEH. (G [dlshys td

Bil'am, [do[Back[to [Balak, [dnd [thus [

KOH dou shall[speak. (Bnough [With
thelpretension [tb [AEH; [ybu [shy [KOH.
Bil'am [gets[the[thessage[ahd[switches
to[KOHhen [hk[speaks[td Bhlak.

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [[128:27[24:13

Balakl suggestsll yetl al different
vantagell pointl fromO whichl to
observell Israel;0 maybel GOdO will
permitthem0todbelcursed.OBil'am
againlaskslforsevenDaltarsOtolbe

built,JandOadbulllandOalramOtodbe
offeredlonleach.OThisltime,Bil'am
doesll notll meditatel in0 hisO usual
manner,lexpectinglsimilarlresults,
namelylthatblessingswilllemerge
tfromhimThndhelreallylwantsko
cursellsrael.

SDT: Balak!takes!| Bil'am[tol| Rosh
HaP'or.[1Having[seenlin[lawisionthat
IsraelIwillllsoonl\falll] at P'or, | Balak
mistakinglyassumesthatthecursing|from
therewouldbe successful (Rashi).

Targuml Onkelesl indicatesl that
Bil'ambOwasO'reminding"0Gdbflthe
Goldenl Calf,0 soll thatd Hell would
allowl thell Peoplel toll bel cursed.
However, whenll hell sawll the
multitudell encampedl inl suchd a
speciallmanner,hellwasendowed
withl"RuachllHaKodesh"OandOhe
blessedthePeoplebflsraellhlthird
time.0 BalakO hadl "hadl enough",
spokelharshlyltoBil'am,lhnd'sent
himlpacking".

Welduote[the[Wvords[that[émerged
from[Bil'am’s[houth[(MMMALTOVU...
Sometimes[lit[]takes[a[InonJéw’s
observationfor[us[to[lappreciate
somethingeight[nbt(sée.

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
2| [plsukim [I12H: 14[25:9

BeforeBil'amlakesleaveblBalak,
Bil'amlprophesieslhboutlthelother
nationslinlthelfegion...OwhichBwvas,
inMifferentBvords,hiprophecylthat
eachl nationd shalll eventually
perish,0 asl willll thosell whol will
bringll aboutl thell earlierl nations’
destruction.
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[P> 25:10 (9)] Bil'am'sl final
advice,lhisOattemptsOtoldcurselthe
Peoplelhavinglfailed,OisOtoldentice
thell Peoplel toll idolatryll and
immorallbehaviorlwhichlwillturn
GOdO HimselfO againstd them.O This
planliworks,las24,0000perishlinla
plaguelfollowinglthelimmorallhnd
idolatrousllworshiplofliBaallPe'or.
OnlyltheboldhctionbflPinchas[b.
Elazarll b.0 Aharonll HaKohenll in
defendinglG[d'sOhonor,Ostopsthe
devastatinglplague.

SDT: Thislfinalllessonloflthelsedraliust
bellearnedWelllbylustoday.[What[Balak
and| Bil'am(discoveredlis(that(if Israellis
inLGld's favor, Litlwill'belinvinciblefrom
outsideattack.[ /Nonationcansucceed
againstIsrael, [when[we_are"on[good
terms"With (Gd. Thatlincludesattacks by
thelswordlor bylwords... [Iflwe, Lhowever,
incurlGld's anger, byl beinglunfaithfulto
Him, [by!disregarding Torahland mitzvot,
thenlwelarelextremely Vulnerableltolour
enemies.[And(theymight(notévenlhavelto
actuallylfightagainstus[(asinCterror
attacks) [ Twel can, [ \Gd! forbid, [ destroy
ourselves(asllinlIroad(laccidents, land
more). 1ThisCwastrueCmorethan 3000
yearslago, litlisnolless trueltoday.

On[3d[dertainTevel, [(Parshat[Balak[ik
extremelyl] simple[] and[] straight[]
forward, With[dn[dxtremely [dowerful
message [[TBecauseldflthat[simplicity.
For @5 [plsukim, we [féel[the [plotection
of [G[dla$ [Bhlak[ahd Bil'am il [time [ahd
againLnDOwhatChlmostUooksike[h
comical[fhrce.[The[Gemaralshys[that
Bil'am [Was[ih[some[Ways[shiperior[tb
Moshe[Rabeinu,[thatLWwhen[he[vas
around, [G [dHimself[was[ektralvigilant
in[protecting[uk. [Ebrthose @5 [plsukim,

we[Beam [With [pride[dt[the[drudging
admiration Cbf[h[liniquehation[hs
expressedby [Bil'am.

And[then[domes[theIdst[Ap'sukim [df
thelskdra. [Bil'am Went[Back[home.[So
did[]Balak.[L1No[ldanger[1anymore.
WHAM![Weldid[it[tb[durselves.[G[d
protected[uk fdom [Bil'am bl [giving [Aim
hisWords.By[nbtIdttinghim [speak[dn
hisldwn.[And[then[Weltlirned[alround
and[betrayed (G [d.[24,000[fatalities.
AndltheltdllWouldhhve [Been [gheater,
exceptlfbr(the [Hold[aktion [df[Finchas.
Thelsedrali$[shoutinglits[thessage [tb
us.[Allwehhvetd[db [Sibten tb i

Lastl 30 p'sukiml arel rereadl for
Matftir.

Note[that[khe[Pinchas[kpisodells
interrupted by [ the[break[between
sedras.[ IZimrilland[Kozbil hre[hot
identifiedyet,[G[d's[ deactionLdomes
next[Week. Just[fbr[dow[Ithe[dlague
stopped! ThelsWiftness with Mhichthe
plaguelstruckli$[ohatched[By [the[shvift
action[df[Pinchas.[Bor[dow, [that’s[the
point.[MorenkxtWeek.

Haft¢arallplsukim
Micha[Gl6[&8

Micha'sll propheciesl includell the
stateloflhffairsfthatdindsOsraeldisd
persedamonglthelnationsloflthe
world,OtheOpromiseloflthelendlof
warlbhndlrestorationofllisraellkollits
Land,0 andO thel "settlingl of
accounts"betweenl Gldd andOthe
otherlhations,landIGOdHndsrael.
ThislOportionOcontainsfalreference
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tolthelhdvicebflBalaklhndBil'am's
responsell toll itD [M thusd the
appropriatellchoiceloflthisfportion
aslthelhaftaralforParshatBalak.

Notellthe"credit"OtodBalakforOthe
advicelthatOcausedOthelfailinglof
IsraellasOopposedOtolthelimplical
tiondfromOtheldTorahOthatOitOwas
Bil'am'sOdea.

Notelthelreferenceltolthelleaders
oflithelPeoplelasIMoshe,0Aharon,
andIMIRIAM.

ThelhaftarallendsOwithlthelfamous
encapsulationlJoflourlresponsibill
itiesll toll GOd:0 "Whatl doesll GId
demandloflus,0ONLYOtobehave
justly,l lovell chesed,l andl walk
modestlyllhumbly)beforedG0d."

ThisOstheformulalfordhelpreatest
protectionllwelcanlhavelfromUOthe
BalakslandOBil'amsQOotltheOworld.
AndltsMisregardimakesluslerribly
vulnerablell toll them.0 Whatl a
contrastbetweenlthelendloflthe
sedrallandlthelendUotlthelhaftara!
Again,0well havel thell simplel but
powerfullpoint.0ThisOisDhowlwe
arelsupposedltolbehave.0Thislis
howll well behaved... andl what
happenedltollus.0Lessonsromlthe
Torahlhndfromthelhaftara.

Algreatbeach!

Parshat[ Balak.[Makes[it[Lworth[the
metal[detector lybulbbughtlohalwhim.

Philldhere] [personal Ctime.[LThe
Gimatriyal[3eaches[that[1find Cinost

satisfyinglatelthe [ahes[thatfihd tWo ok
more[wvhole[p'sukim[that[khare[h
gimatriya.[] Gimatriya[] Matches[] or
Gimatriya[Twins, hichever nhmelybu
prefer.

Basedldn[hany [df[the[dommentaries
on[the[Bil'am Balak [partnership, ive
find[A[3uggestion[that [ G [dl k[ éxtra
diligentih QivatchingCoverLiis, [do[Ho
speak, When[durlehemylid[ak[stronglak
Bil'am.[The[pasukGh [T hilim {12 1:4)
that[]can[ describe [ GId[in [ that
protective[modelid

PN R 1 Ny mn XD T
Behold,[MelWho[WatchesIsrael Lshall
neitherslumberhbrsleep.

This[pasuk (Has[d[gimatriya[df[1691.
Andlsb[dbes|this[phsuk [Hfhe[chelmost
associated ith Bil'am:

N ToisYn SR HUN Ebme

*[Bil'am's[plan[idcluded(the [dffering[df
many[Sacrifices[Ho[G[d. [These[Were
meant[tb [find [(fhvor[ih [G [d's[dyes[so
that[Bil'amQvould[(Be[dble[do[durse
Bnei[Yisrael,CAnd[toCveakenCGId's
feelingsfdr[uk, [td Flrther(aid hisplan.

ni3 oz phaTon bYez eNn
TPaY o132 o fom mhata opay
TN TP og
Seven[altars, [séven Bllls, [séven [rdms.
Butlwe[hhve[plotectionftom [Bil'am[id

the fbrm[df[Horbanot[that[Me Mould
bebtinginglid the [Beit[HaMikdash.

T IRPrD N o TH
2981 Tiptr TRmg mEbop
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Wewill Cbe DofferingLlin Cthe [IBeit

HaMikdash, [dhily M'midimahdlcbmmul]

nal (8in CofferingsLdn[Rosh[CHodesh
and[IChagim.[That[ds Cour[Cvaccine

againstBil'am's[sdcrifices.

Theselkwol b'sukim[hre[1Gimatriya
Twins.

«[DBamidbar[122:6 Clcontains[IBalak's

requestlto [Bil'm:[(ICome[dow[there[]

fore,pray[ybu,[curselthis[people fbr
me; [fbr[they[dreltbo [thighty [fbr[ihe;
perhaps[ILshall[Prevail, CdhatDdve Lhay
defeat[them,[And[that[1Cinay[drive
them [dut[dflthe Idnd;fbr ITkhow/ [that
heWhom[ybulHless[is[blessed,ahd[He
whomlybulclirselislciirsed."

Ourlahtidote, [dur[ptotection:

1IINTN PP 2RI SRR

TENDTND TENG S PN niRDnIN
TONT 20 S pIEN 1IN

Gimatriyaltwins.LThere[hre[3everal
otherlekamplesof[GTswith [plsukimid
Balak[hatching[p'sukim [Which[remind
us[that[Wve[Bave[dothing[Ho [fear [&f
Bil'am[dnd[Balak... Gflwe[dnly [demain
faithful ks [G[d.

Divrei Menachem
Parshat(] Balak[] recalls[] how(] the
wicked[Bilaam[causes/thelIsraelite
men/[ tol lcommit[ harlotry[with[the
Midianite[] women.[] This[] event
occurs/at/thelfinallstopping(point/in
thelldesert, IShitim, [ Jprior[tol Bnei
Yisrael's[journey![tol Gilgallwhere,
in[] contrast,[/the[Imen(would[lbe
circumcised.

In[thel Haftara,[ thel prophet Micha

citesl] thel] former[] event[] to[] a

backsliding( | people.[]Michal | prol|
claims:["Ohimy(people![Remember

what[ Balak! Kingl ofl Moav! plotted

and[ | what([] Bilaam/[ | son[] of(] Be'or

answered[ him, from[the [ Shitim[to

the[Gilgal,that youlmayknowl(the

righteous( acts/ of Hashem"[(Micha

6:5).

For[ Gld[ hadl stilll tol settle[ affairs
with[| all forgetful,[] sinful,[] and
ungratefullIsrael whom[Helhadl5o
mercifullylishelteredlduring( /their
protractedljourneylin/ the Wilder[]
ness.[Yes[[IMichalreminds(us/ofour
unfortunate(] propensity[] tol! take
things(for(granted. For howldoesla
peoplellwholfinally[Jreached lthe
border!(] of( ] Eretz!| Yisrael[] under
Hashem's[protective wing(soleasily
succumb/ to[ Bilaam's[ shenanigans
at(]thellvery(llast(Istagel]of(]their
long(sufferingjourney?
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RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
Parshat BALAK

Doing/ItiMylWay

MostLloflushavehadloccasionsLin
ourllivesfwhenwelactedlas(super(]
visorsoverlbthers.1tCmight“have
beenlinlourlrolerasparentsidisci’]
pliningCourlchildren,[itCmightChave
beenlasemployers[givinglinstruc]
tions(tolemployees, 0riitimightihave
beenranynumberiofiothericontexts
infwhichlwelhadtoltelllotherswhat
toldo.

ICsometimes(reflectlon the[ many
times(linCmy[Jown[lpersonallland
professionalilife'when(lsuggested,
counseled,[orlotherwiselinstructed
others.[1And (I Coften( thinkJof[ ithe
diverselfteactionsliteceivedfolmy
attempts(toLinfluencelor guidelthe
behaviorioflanother.

TherellwerelcertainlyithoselIlwho
rejected I my[l instructions, ] some[]
timespassively, ’sometimesdefil
antly.CMyrown[childrenCwerequite
creativelinldevising[waystolignore
their_Ifather'sLlcommands. JAndL|I
havehadlsubordinateslin[various
positionsJthatl ]l 1havellheld[Jwho
sometimes[stoodJupto[imelJand
simply(said,"No!"
IThavelalsorexperiencedmumerous
occasionswhen[my(suggestionsor
commands[Wwerelcarriedout[tolthe
letter.[TheseWwereloccasionswhen
thelindividualsClsupervisedlacted
withCcommitment, Dwith Cobedience

tolmy[wishes.[l[mustfadmit[to[my
greatpreferencetoltheselindivid(]
uals.EverylsupervisorllikesCcom[]
mitment.

ButlthereJis[Jaldmiddle Ccategory.
Here,[the[subordinatesneitheridefy
theirlorders, [norperfectly(conform
tolthem.Rather, thesubordinate's
responselis,"Yes,but!"Mlwilllisten
torwhatlyoulsay,"[itheyrespond,
"butliwill[dolitimyway!"

Whenl(lreceivediresponseslinithis
middle(categorylifoundimyselflin(a
quandary.JOn(thellonelJhand,|
wantedmylorderslobeyed,butlon
thellotherhand,ClCdidn'tCwant [ to
squelch thell initiativeJ and L self(J
reliancelof the[personto[whomL(l
waslassigning(thetask.limayhave
preferred! totall commitment, but(l
compromised. ]l Jallowed[conces!]
sion.

Itlisfromtheselpersonalireflections
thatOlCcanObetterCunderstandthe
interaction] between(] the] major
character of[_ this[1week'sL[] Torah
portion(ParshatBalak), Bilaamison
of(Be'or,@ndthe/Almighty.

Readtheopening[paragraphsiof
thisiweek's[ Torah(portion(carefully.
Bilaam[beginsilas(lallvery[Ipious
individuallwho[daresnotCmakela
movelwithout(G(d'spermission.He
asks[Gld[whether_he[canlaccept
thelJrequesthellhasreceivedto
curselthellsraelites.[Gldlanswers,
"Dolnotigowithithem!Youlmustnot
cursethat(people,Ifor(1theylare
blessed."] Bilaam[] accepts(’ this
responsel] with(] commitment.[] He
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tells(Balak's dignitaries, 'l _cannot
golwith(you."

ButrthenBalakl[upsitheanteand
sends more_numerousandmore
distinguished(dignitaries foBilaam.
Again,[] Bilaam[] consultsl] the
Almighty.(1 Butl] this[] time,[] He
responds,[1Youlmay[golwith(them,
butiwhateverlllcommand(you,you
shallldo."[Howldol'weunderstand
thisishiftinthedivinelinstructions?

DrawingOuponCourCownpersonal
human(] experiences(] inl] giving
instructionstolothers, welcanbegin
tolunderstand( this[shift. At first,
Bilaam(responds[with[commitment.
InCThisCIsecondlconsultationwith
G, that commitment has
diminished.Thelsecondidelegation
of ] dignitaries(] has(] weakened
Bilaam's[resolve. 1So[IGld, sol[to
speak,has[ tolladapttol Bilaam's
"Yes,[but!"TAnd Gld[offerslarcon(]
cession:["Obeylme,butldolityour
way."

Ourlsagesldescribe_this_conces(]
sionwith(this[adage:'On(the(road
whichman(wishesfolpursue,upon
thatroadhelis(led."Thatlis, [Gld
allowsusto[follow[thepathswe
ourselveschoose.OurlfreewillTis
sol] important(] tol] Him[1 that(] He
concedes(tolourlwishes,@and(allows
usitordolitiourway."

Oflcourse, Heprefersicommitment,
but'Helgrantsconcession, hoping
that,levenlintdoinglitlouriway, we
will 0l ultimatelyD obey0 Him[1 and
conform,LalbeitLimperfectly, to[His
will.

ThisJapproachiItollunderstanding

onel of(IthelTways!llin[lwhich[the

AlmightydealsCwithChumanCweak [
nessallowsusiounderstandimany

otherJexamplesin[the1Biblelof

God's[ concessions( tol humanwill[]
fulness.

JustalfewlIshortlweeksago,[ for
example,(welreadlin(Bamidbar13,
of JGLd'sLilcommandtoIMosheLito
send(spies,meraglim,folscoutout
thePromisedLand.[The[commen[]
tariesstruggle(with(thelaccountlin
D'varim[1 inlwhichl(itlis[¢clear(thatlit
wasl[]thel] people's(]idea,]indeed
demand,thatspiesbesent,and
notJG(d'sCilcommand._Thelrabbis
resolvedl] thell probleml of(] the
differingtexts byl suggesting_that
GldHimself(1did[Inot[]think [ Ispies
werel] necessary.[] Hel] originally
dependedluponithelpeople'sicom(]
mitment(Jtol] relyl I unquestioningly
upon[Hispromiselof the[landlto
them.[Butthepeopleiwantedtodo
itttheirtway" bysendingspies.(Gd,
aslitlwere, telented, [¢onceded.His
commandforsendloutispieswas(a
concession[Helfelt(was[hecessary
tolgrant(inthelabsencelof(commit(’]
ment.

ThisCinsightalsoChelpsusunder(]
standtheJquestionswhich[have
beenlraisedbystudentsJof(ithe
Biblel] forJ millennial] aboutl] the
desirability ofial kingllin[lsrael.llIs
appointingralkingrardivinelimperal’
tive,[as[someltextssuggest?Orlis
ittalconcessionbyGidfolthewill[of
the] people?] Here,[1 too,[] our
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approachllislhelpful.ClIf(/Helcould
dependlJupon(thellpeople'siitotal
commitmenttoHisdivinesover[]
eignty,JthenthereJwould(Ibelno
necessityforiaking.Butithelpeople
wanted(it'theirCway", "and[soCwe
have[G[d's[¢concession,themitzva
oflappointinglalking.

ThisCconceptlis(particularlyuseful
tolapplytolourfownllives.[ldeally,
we DallJshould Dact DoutDof Cperfect
commitment.(1ButlJhumannature
oftenlinsists thatweldolit[our(way.
ThellcompassionatelILord[]of( Ithe
universe('cutsuslalbitlof[slack",
andl gives[ ussome! flexibility, but
reliesCuponlusChottol[veer[too(far
fromHisexpectations.

Vebbe Rebbe

QUESTION

Often on!] Shabbat| programs'] for
non shomer_Shabbat _students, _the resort
does! not_have timers| for! the! lights, and
participants_who! turned on'lightsbefore
Shabbat will "certainly! shut| thembefore
goingtosleep.' Participants| are| exposed|to
the! concept of keeping! Shabbat, and some
decided to  try to keep Shabbat while  they
are with'us.” Many of them'believe  that'if
they switch thellights off once, therelis no
point_inl keeping the rest of Shabbat.[ Are
there are! Sources'to allow us'to' either ask
or[hint to"a lnonJew! to! turnloff their
bedroom lights to allow these|Jewish kids a
better chance at observing Shabbat?

ANSWER

ThereDare[JaJfew circumstances in
which[alhonJew[tanldoOvork[onla
Jew’s[] behalfl] on[] Shabbat.[] Some
involvelusinglhints,[asyoulmention.
One[possibilitylistouse[aChint[lin
whichyoulmention[only(the meedldnd
dolInot[Jusellanyl lactivellverb.[1For
example,[youlcouldsay, “Ttlistoollight
in[many/(oflthe rooms forpeople(tolfall
asleep,”las opposed[to, §‘It[would[be
niceliflSomeone [shut(the lightsbefore
peoplelgoltolsleep”[(based on[Rama,
Orach[IChayim[1307:22[Jand['Mishna
Berura[307:66).Also, Jone[can[use
even[the[latter type “ofhint[before
Shabbat[$olthat[thehonlJew[Wwill[do
theJ actionJ on[] Shabbat[J (Shulchan
Aruch,[0C307:2).

Despitelthefactlthat[these[distinctions
arel[ quite[ accepted, there[arel tertain
problems[Wwith[their[application.[ The
Magen/Avraham[(252:9)(says(that(one
ismotlsupposed(toldllow[amon[Jew(to
dolmelachafor(alJew with(the(latter’s
property, [évenwhen(heldoes[SoldfThis
ownvolition. This[canbe remedied by
KATZATZ,[G.e.,lhaving[the[non[Jew
receive money[by[the[piece ofl work
done.[However, [éven[the[leniency[of
KATZATZdoesmnotWworklonlallew’s
property When[peoplelarelaptfolthink
that[Tthe[Jew [ Imay[have[paid Thim
according[to[time, Cand Ceven[ifl the
nonlJewTlstarts [doinglthe work[ofThis
own [volition[dn[Shabbat, he shouldbe
stopped[(Shulchan[Aruch,[OC[244:1).
Why, [then, [doeslit(help(toldo(d[special
hint[tolthe[ non[Jew[if, when[push
comes[folshove, helis[doing[the Wwork
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onlthe[ Jew’s[Iproperty?[]Acharonim
struggle[Iwith[Ithis[Tissuel](seel]the
Sanctity[ ofl Shabbos,[ p.[24),butlin
general [ the[minhag[is[tol‘allowl[ this
typeofinon(commercial @ctivity.

Evenlwhen[it[isconsidered[that[the
Jewldid mot[fellthe monJewfo dothe
work,[it[Jis[Jprohibited [ to[Jreceive
positive,[ | direct[ 1benefit[ Juntil[]after
Shabbat[from[that[which[alhonlJew
didClon[Cal[Jew’s[behalfl_on['Shabbat
(Shabbat[122a).[However, not[every(]
thinglis[considered[such Benefit,dnd(a
classicléxample(theposkim(discuss/is
creatingldarkness, whichlis[Considered
justiremoving(lightland ispermitted.

InCaddition, [therelisCanlover(arching
heter[] for[] allowing[7 telling[] (even
directly)lafmon[Jew[folshut[thelights
under(theldircumstances[youldescribe.
Shutting[1 al7] light[] is[] alJ rabbinic
prohibitionJ(MishnalBerura[1278:3).
Under[quiteCa few[ circumstances of
need, [it[is[permitted(tolask(amon[Jew
toldola[rabbinic[prohibition, including
shutting[allight[to[ allow[ al childl to
sleep[l(Shemirat[IShabbat[ K hilchata
38:26).[Onelofltheléxamples(is[forla
mitzval (Shulchan” Aruch, [OC[307:5)
and(hereltherelis/al[doublemitzva.One
is[thel(albeit, $mall) [¢chance(thatlthis
act[ofTthemonJew [ Wwilllbelapart of
enabling Cyour “Jewish Cparticipant[to
embark [ upon[] all way[] ofl] life[] of
Shabbat/Torahlobservance. Thelother
isOthe OmitzvaofJafrusheiJme’isura
(preventinglone fromsinning), @venion
alone(fime(basis.[AlthoughWweldomot
usually(say(thatloneshould [perform[a
small(sin[toSave[Someone élsefrom(a
big[sin[(Shabbat[4a),[ thel rulesl of

instructions(tomon[Jews Have @lspecial
built(inleniency(for(such/cases.

Therefore,inladditionfopermissibility
throughrhints, [it[$hould [bepermitted
becauseloflyour(perceived heed. This
beingl(said, wewouldcaution [that your
plan,especiallyJifTInot[Jcarried “out
properly,touldhavelhegativeleducal
tional Jramifications[Jin[Jaddition[Jto
positive[ ones.[ Sincelyoularelin[the
field[oflworking[with [this population,
welleavelsuchlconsiderations|tol your
discretion.

THE CHALLENGE OF
MONEY: COMPETITION,
PRICESAND PROFITS [part(6]

by Dr.Meir Tamari

Markets[] are[] disrupted (] by [ natural
phenomena,[Warlor [political(and racial
discrimination, [Creating/Scarcity, rising
priceslandhardship [for[the[poorand
weaker|classes. [Communal [statelaction
including[rationingand [price [¢ontrols,
to[] ensurel] social[] justice[] may[] be
necessary;| Itheir[ Inature( land[lextent
dependent/onlylon(society's(social [and
morall] framework. ] Herel[] are[] two
examples[] from [ Jewish[] history[] of
controlled Cimarkets[that[distorted[the
free ‘marketthrough¢ontrolling[prices
and[] availability[] ofl] certain[_ scarce
products.[These may[serveas[bluel]
printsforlsociety's(intervention, based
onlthe Jewish Malue system.

RENT CONTROL

Throughoutmuch(oflJewish Mhistorylin
thelgalut,[eévendown o theénd[oflthe
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19th[century, [Jewishownershiplofireal
estate(was[either[forbidden(orSeverely
curtailed.[] Europeanl] Jews[] were
confined(tolghettoes [or(special [streets,
or[wereltestricted[tocertain[areas[as
Tsarist[Russia's[Pale[¢f[Settlement. In
theMoslem World oo, theJew's@bility
tollive[wherelhellikedWwasl¢urtailed.
Thelconstant[discrepancy (betweenthe
limited[supplyl@nd fhedemand caused
by[thematurallincreaselin population
and[theperiodic[influxofl refugees,
created(d[spiralinglincrease(in[tents[so
the [Jright[Jofl Joccupancy[Jbecamella
valuablel] economic[] asset.] In
consideration[ ofl the[publicl good,we
findClenactments Cof”_the “autonomous
Jewishlcommunities [thatfrustratedthe
market [forces [tolensurefair' housing.

"TheOcherem DofT]RabbenuJGershon
applies(fothoseWwho fryffo fent Hiouses
alreadyrented [fo[other Jews. For three
years[after(dJew[hasbeenlevicted, o
Jewmay offer o rent(the housebut, at
the[$ameltimewetonfirm[that[legal
protection[ofltenancy(from(competition
onlylapplies(to the houselin Whichone
lives.[Inlall[other[¢ases, évery[Jew(is
freeltolhirelalhouse[from/the[gentiles
without! fear[ ofl sin"[ (Pinkas( Padua,
1580)."Theparnassim Have [to[prevent
the[Irich[ 1from[Imaintaining( several
empty[ houses... ljoining[house[to
house...[solthat[the mumberofThouses
available(fothe[poorldeclines"[(Pinkas
HaKesheirim[]shel[]Kehilat[] Poznan,
16211835).00 Thell Responsall of
Maharsdam[J (16th ] cent.[J Salonika),
Ohel[Yaakov((17thl¢ent.[Amsterdam)
and[Avneil Nezer[19th[ cent.[ Poland)
arelexamples ofThalakhic[backingfor

suchleénactments.

COPYRIGHT

Copyrightlislmerelylalparticular[case
ofprotectinglintellectual (propertyland
non [physicallassets(likel goodwill [that
will(beldealt[with(later, but(given[the
centrality[ofllearning[in[Judaism[and
thelimportance( lofl the[ jprinting[ 'and
publication[] industries(] in[] Jewish
economiclhistory, [it[$eemsimportant
to[] deal[] the[ specific[] problem[] of
copyrightJseparately.[11t[]should Jbe
noted[that[freeentryofl rabbisand
scholarsland(the Tesultant[competition
against[] the[] veterans[] was[] early
enshrined(inhalakhabut/theinvention
of Uprinting[Jand[JinCJourJown [ time
computertechnology, havemade[the
question[0flcompetition(in(Torah/study
and[] thel] restraining[] influencel] of
copyright,[ 1 more[ ] complicated.[ | The
publicationand(reproduction (0fl Torah
literature( ] has[] become(] cheapl | and
readily( Javailable,  Jwhich[Jis[to[Ithe
public's[spiritual[and[teligious[ good;
"the[]jealousy][competition][Jofl the
scribesincreases /Torah[lknowledge"
(BavalBatral22a).[ However, [ therelis
constantlyalthorallchoice between this
public) goodJ and[] the rights(] of
publishersandlauthorsfola legitimate
profitCortoyalties. l[However,[ifTthese
rights Care[not[limited Clin Ctime, Cthe
publicwill Be [deprived 6fthe benefits
oficompetition.

"ThelThalakhic[1haskamot[ | [and[Ithe
communalJenactments[ Isuch[Jas[the
approximately[ 50 ofl the[ Va'ad[ Arba
Aratzot[] prior[1to[11751]0 given[] to
publishers[] preventing[] others[] from
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publishing[ their[ books, [is[ definitely
binding. [However,[when [the[publisher
has[already(sold [ the[ whole[ original
edition, hemay[ not[prevent others
reprinting(the books @ndlthus hindering
theCwork Tofl Heaven [ the [spread Cof
learning],éven(ifithe [period [0fithe Ban
hasot[yetlelapsed, since helishot
losing[thereby"{([Pitchei T'shuvalY oreh
De'ah[1236). [TheJsame[JsourceJalso
provides[thelopposinglopinion Wwhich
maintainsJthat JevenJiflJthe[Iwhole
edition(has been(sold, the (ban[is[valid
until[itsCexpiry; [inleffect[ giving[the
publisherlextraprofit/attheleéxpenselof
Torahlstudy 0fithe community.

Pricelcontrolsand[tationing ofl these
andCother[ forms, [inevitably[llead[to
evasion(and['black[markets'.[However,
wherelthere[isal¢onsensus/tegarding
theJmorality Cand [justiceJof ‘market
distortions,  controlswill[be [ effective
and@chieveltheirsocial land [dommunal
goals.[JSuchconsensusCexisted, for
example, [in(Israel[duringthelausterity
years[ ofl the[1950s.[In[addition,[the
stateapparatus[iseéssential ' to[ensure
that(price(control[and[rationing[during
times|oflscarcity, darelaccording(to the
Jewish[conceptsJofl lequity[land[the
publicwelfare. (1

PrayinggwithiPassion
Givinglimore[meaningtolour
T'fillah®[OneWeek(atiaTime

Excerpted and reprinted with
permission of the author

YIGDAL (partlthree)

| 3[Principles o [Fhith

NiTDY APWn PR PRY NYw..
DX TN DN SnYIwe PR oanm
An%an ow 7Y *7Y 7972 ,5700 292

Translation:[(Koren/OUSiddur)

...At[theldnd[df[days[Ble[Will[Send[dur
Mashiach [fo[dedeem [those [Who[dwait
HisflnalCsalvation.[God Wil [devive [the
deadin[JHisOgreatUlovingkdindness.
Blessed[Hor[évermorek[His[§lorious
name!

Theme (of(I2thdine):

As[hoted[twolveeks[hgo,[ IYIGDAL
comprises[theBasic[principles[dfJéwish
faithChs[formulatedCby [ the[ Rambam.
ThisCihcludesCgnumber[12),[F1[believe
with[domplete[fhith [ih [#he[doming[bf
Moshiach.[Though He[thrry,[nbnetheless
[Chwait[Chim[Ckvery[Hay[ that[he[will

come.”
Insight:Deeperlheaning...

The[IGemaral ktatesClwvhen[h[herson
arrives[At[Bis[Day[df[Judgment,[helik
asked,[TZIPITACLISHU'A?1IDid[You
await[dalvation[{i.e.[the[doming[df[the
Moshiach)?[ISMAK Clreasons [Cthat[we
would[Inot[Ibe[asked[lwhether[lwe
awaited [ kalvation[fCIve CwvereChever
commanded[to[do[$0.[Heinds[ the
source[bf[ thisCEommandment[voven
inextricably Lihto[dhe[irstLof[ the[Ten
Commandments, [ih[the Merse,(JAnochi
Hashem[Elokecha” (3-L1Chm [ Hashem,
your[God[wWho hhs[tdken lybuldut[dflthe
land Cbf[Egypt,Lbut[bf[ the[house[ bf
bondage.”

Hashem[pledged[that[He[Would[thke [us
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out[df[Egypt,[dnd[He[dIso[pledged to
redeem[us[ffom[durlcurrentlexile.[(The
mitzva[bf[(FAnochillHashem[Elokecha”
oftenlidentified [ak [the [nhitzva [df [Emunah
[Maith Ttequires[his[fo[believe [ that
Hashem[d redeemed] us[] from[ the
Egyptian[&xile.[Our[bedrock[belieflin
that[dedemption, Which[domprises[the
living, [Qulsing[Heart[dfldur [faith, [Humps
constantlife[idto [dur[Belieflthat[He [Will
eventually[rkdeem[us[ftom[durldurrent
exile.[As[dertainlas[Weldreldflthe[dast
redemption [id(how [ckrtain [We [chn (b [df
the[doming[tedemption.[InCourdyes,
the[Geulalid[nbt[jdstalhope, (Butlalclear
presence[Jshining] radiantly[Jon[lthe
horizon,[beckoningClisLtoChurry[Chnd
draw[dear.[MVe[do[dot[juist[Believe [i#[is
there;Welykarn[tblréach(id

It[id[theWord[[Anochi”[that[cleates[the
connection[between[the[phstlahd[filiture
redemptions:[] Theld Midrash[ states:
“Anochil3ignifies[#he HirstLtedemption
from[Egypt[And[the[dastCtedemption
through[Moshiach.”[Anochilid[the[Word
by hich [G [dlidentifies [Himself[ih (Hoth
of[(those[promises.[ ¥ Anochi”s[lised
whenGId[answers[1Yaakov[lAvinu’s
objections[tb[descending[into[Egyptlahd
thereby [tisking[#he Ldiissolution CofLhis
family [dnd CitsClinique [Divine Cinission.
GldUpromised,d“I(“Anochi”) Lshall
descend[With [ou[tb [Bgypt,[And L shall
alsolslirely[Bringlybulup...” [Anochilalso
signifies[ the[finalCtedemption[hs[ the
Prophet[1Malachilstates,[ 1“Behold,
(“Anochi”)d send youl Eliyahu[] the
prophet[Before[thelcdoming[dflthe[gheat
awesome[dhy [df[Hashem.”

Visualize:
...bringing[thelprayer[tblife

Alpkerson[nhight[Believe[that[the [Bus[Will

arrive[dt[the[dorner[Bus[stop&tldoon.
Heldan[Harbor[that[BelieflWhilesitting
inChis[Cbffice, [itting[Cht[ChisChtender
learning, [dr[sitting[dt[the [Kitchen[thble
eating[ldnch.

OnelWho[@waits[dhe[Bus, [However, [k
outlatthe[Bus[stop.Hislehrs(alelpiqued
for[the[dound[df[theldngine;[Ris[dyes
are[fbcused[dn[theldpproaching[traffic.
Helid[checking[fbr his[fre[ahdchecking
hisCwatch. CAt012:05, CheClsChiready
wondering, [MWhat's[thking[sbIdng?”

“Toldwait”Ltheans[dn [dctive[dnd[dager
anticipation[df[the [imminent[drrival Lf
the[dedemption.[The[Rambam’s[\Words,
“IChwaitChimCkvery[Hay...” [ake[dt
incumbent[uponlevery Jéw[tb[await[the
comingldffMoshiachleverysingle [day, [all
daylldng.

Takeli¢With(you:
Personalldonnection[tbthelprayer

WhenLlyou[lknow[somethingCbig[lis
coming,[Jyoulprepare[1for[it..]For
instance, [ifyou[know Lyou’'ll[Be isited
bylLimportant[guests, [ youliake[ $ure
your[House[i[dlean[dnd[Pleasant.[You
prepare[fbodlahd[drink.Moulnhake[slire
everyonelih [your[Household[i$[dressed
in[alldeat, [espectful (ohanner.Youldon’t
think, Clf [IHear [the ldnock[dn [the [door,
I'lliquickly [getlelerythinglrbady.”

Expecting[ Moshiach[vorks[the[kame
way. [Hlybu’re[dotlpreparing, you're Mot
living[With [dlfirm [Helief(that[the [ime[i3
imminent, [ahd [that [id[Will[Be komething
big” [4hat[demands[inore[fhan[A[Tast[]
minute [1fix.[1Since (lthe[Jessence[of
redemption [ [that[G[d's[gresencelWill
betevealedCandknown, Cbur[task[Cn
preparing[fbrthat[timelis[tb[start[dow,
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using[every [possible [opportunity[ ko
bring[honor[dnd [decognition 4oL G[d's
name[4houghCburWords,[dctions[dnd
interactions!id [dhily [Iife.

[Pardhe Polnts G0 Poncder
BALAK

1) [CWhy Ldid[(Bilaam [dpecify [#hat[dhe
messengers[from[Balak[Should[Sleep
there O THATOINIGHTCI(HALAILAY?
What[delevanceldid[this[Have[to[the
story[(22:8)?

2) [ Why[Hid[IG[D Cive [ Bilaam[the
respectldfldctually[doing[to MMisit[(Him
(23:4) [While[Moshe[always[Had [tb[do
tolthe [Mishkan[th [dommunicate[With
GID?

3)(Why[does[Bilaam [say[lTSHOULD
DIE(MHEMEATHIOFMHEPRIGHT
(YESHARIM),Gh Cplural (But[dhen[day
ANDICMYLENDSHOULD[BELLIKE
HIMO(KAMOHU),UinCthe Csingular
(23:10)?

ParshaPointstoPonder
is [pfepared [by
RabbiDovLipman
who [tdaches [ad [Réishit Ydrushalayim [add [(Mhchon
Maayan [in[Bit [sHemesh [add [isItHe [ad thor [of
"DISCOVER: [Ahswers [for (Tdenagers [{dnd [Adults) [td
Questions about [tHe [ebwish ith"@eldhe%

"TIMEOUT: Sorts [Stories [ad (alGhme [Plan
Spiritual (dccess" [(Devora); [add [hik [His [Hhgada
commentary, ("SEDER [SAWY" [(Targum)
ppp@eouisrael.org

Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elke [in[tHis [isbue

Look [fdr [tHem, [hiit [ohly [adter [aIgdod [pdndering

The(PuahInstitute
forFertilityland Gynecologyin[Accordance with Halacha

MedicallSecrets

ARationallApproach
to/Disclosure

Overl[the[past[few[ weeks[we[have
demonstrated (] the[] opinion[] of[] the
majority[] of T poskim, [ that[Imedical
conditions(that[Wwill[influence(the life
oflthe[person, theirSpouseland [family
must[ be[] revealed[] to[| prospective
spouses. [ Contrastingly, (wel can[also
deducelthat[therelisholobligation[to
disclose[whenthelissue[willThavelno
impactConthe[lives Dofthe Cpeople
involved.

Consider[for[example, theltaselofla
woman[who[suffered from[an[¢ating
disorder.Shehaslsincebeen [freated, (it
has[been[determined that(therelareno
long[termlaffects(fo herlhealth[and/or
fertilityland[Shelis[hot[considered to
belTat[risk[for[Jalrecurrence JofT the
condition.

SincelIshelJis[Jmedically[Jconsidered
normal, (the[fact(that[she Oncehad this
illness(is mot[televant(fothelshidduch.
ItCistruelthat[alpotential fmother(in[]
law Cmight[beuncomfortable should
shelbeltold[oflthe history.[However,
that[] does] not[ ] makel it[] relevant
information, Cand [Cthe Jwoman Cmight
verywellteceivea[psak that[shemeed
notlreveal [this information.

In[fact,[therelare poskim[who[have
written[that[anyl condition[that does
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notlaffectlorbother[thel¢ouplelisnot
consideredaBlemish(thatmeedsfobe
revealed, (even [iflit 'would (bother their
parents. Most[authorities/ would hot
adviselsuch.[Theylarguelthat[couples
areloften[too[young[ortoo roman[’]
tically[linvolved (to[lcomprehend [the
impact(oflasituation. Theyladviselthat
parents(should(seek (halachicguidance
as[tolhowMmuchtolinterfere when[it
comes tosuch(dases.

TheNetziv,[commenting [on[thelissue
ofldisclosure, [writes[that[Oone Meed Mot
makelaldisclosurelofTinformation [that
is[] immaterial [l and ) willCJnever[] be
publically[Jknown. ] In[] contrast,[ ] he
infers(that(ifTtheinformationis[éither
significantlor[even(iflinsignificant,[it
is[something(thatthe[public Will know
about[Mdisclosure[srequired. The
Netziv's[approachl¢considersboth[the
practical[llrequiring disclosureloflany
material factTTas Wwell[@s the [émotional
[(Mtequiring[theldisclosure[ofTany(fact
thatmay[bemisunderstood(or fainting
(even[bymistake)[ifTmadepublicTlin
his/opinion.
Onlalpracticalllevel,welfollow[the
approach[ ofl the  Netziv.[ Wel advise
people “who CconsultJusto Cdisclose
information.'While(therelare[c¢ertainly
medicallissues[that[¢an[belhidden, it
seems [disingenuous(to[s[toladvise
peoplefobeginltheirmarried ifewith
deception.[IWelldohowever, [ Jadvise
cautionlin[determiningWhen [fo [make
theldisclosure.
Ifithelinformationfisoffered Beforelthe
couple[meet, the person'scharacter,
personality[]and[]good[] nature[ ] may
never[belrevealed.(Welprefer(tolallow

the[coupleltogettoknowleachlother
and [thenmake(an/informed(decision.

Forlcoupleswholhavelalsignificant
disclosuretomake, it must[be made
earlyCin[the relationship, beforelthe
couplecanldevelop[serious[feelings
forfonelanother. In(this Way, (the pain
ofld breakup(will notbe too ruch for
either[party, While[the [person with the
medical Cissuehashad["alchance[to
present[] their[] personality[] and
characteristics[tb (belconsidered(as[part
oflthe(decision.

Contrastingly, When thelissueslaremot
significant, [weldo[not(set[alfimetable
forwhen[disclosurelis inade. Solong
as’dnlengagementl(is(entered(into(with
the [fruthknown, [the[family'can(decide
exactly(when[disclosure[is[imade.In
thesecases there[lis[nothing wrong
withlallowing theldouplefo meetfirst
and[develop(feelings(for one another.
Thelcouple[maydecideto[tontinue
withthe(shidduch(despitelthemedical
conditionl$inceltheyltecognize Some
wonderful(qualities(in the(other [person
thatCmakelthem[alperfect[spouse. A
personfismotthe[sumofTtheir edical
records, [ theyare[ alhuman[ being[as
wellJand Cthis Jmust[betaken[Jinto
accountWhen/decidingWwhenland how
toreveal information.

Next[] week:[] Well concludel] the
discussion
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CHIZUK #DUuD

DivreilTorah from|thelweekly sedra
withla focus'onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael [0
Chizuk{for Olim & Tdud fornot et Olim

The[Blot

Chazal L[in[Jthe[[DMidrash[JTanchuma]
identify Bilaam [With Thvan. Why?

The[Maggadalstates[that[llavan[thied[tb
“uprootlelverything[(kol)”.[How?

At[Gal[Bd,[Tavan[ries[do[dell[ Yaakov
that[Bisfamily [dnd [Tall [{kol) [that [You
seelid[chine”.[Heflirther[shiggested[that
they[Be[jlidged [(By [the [Tpagan][dods[df
theirlhutual[dncestors’! [He[dhus[tries
tolubroot/allldf[BneiMisrael [ahd [mhake[id
his.

What[J was[] Bilaam’s[] goal?[] Chazal
[Bamidbar[Rabba][doint[dut[that[Balak
and[Bilaam’s[sole Llpurpose [was[lto
separate[ the[Jewish[People [from[the
Land[dfdrael.

This [ Bighlighted[ih[dne[df[the [host
moving[tkxts[ih[Tanach.[Th[Michal{V:5),
we[dre[told[tb[Hemember[the[dounsel
of[(Balak[dnd[Bilaam, Hfrom[Shitim[do
Gigal[J [ in[J order[ to[J understand
Hashem’s[chesed”.

Thelheaning[df[this[dryptic[dext[is[ds
follows:[TheirldounselWas[tb [Keep[the
Jewish[ nation[] from [ Israel.[] Bilaam
advised[Jas[theTorahlekplicitly [states[ih
Parshat[1Matot][ensnaring[Jthem[in
sexual[immorality[dnd [iHolatry [dt[Baal
Peor.[Theseltboklplace[dt[Shitim.[The
sins[dre[dmongst[the[threefor[Which
welaleWarned[that[We mhight Bl [ekiled,
and[tertainly[should[havebrevented
ourlgoinglihto[Bretzisrael[ih[the[first

place.

Nonetheless,[ve [Ivent[ Hirectly[from
Shitim [tb[Gilgal (the [first[stoplih Mdrael];
duel] to[] Hashem’s[ great[] kindness
towards[uk!

The[GemaralJKetubot[{I 10b)][3tates
that[being[outside [of[sraelCisLike
idolatry.[Thus,[Mhat[Mavan [{Involving[us
inlidolatry) [ahd [Bilaam [(keeping [us [ftom
Israel) (tried[to[Ho [ to[his[is[Indeed
parallel![This[is[dnel[dflthe[derspectives
that[Qhazal[allude[tb [Hy[eluating [Bilaam
and[[hvan.

Ourenemiesunderstand[today, [ las
then, [thatI3rael[i3 [vital [tb [Jlidaism.[MVe
Jewslalsolnked[tb[uhderstandlthis!

R. Yitzchak Twersky, Neve Daniel

TheAntidotelfor
Bilaam’s[Evil[Eye

Guestlarticlelby
Rabbi[Ephraim[Sprecher

Dean[bf[Students,DiasporallY eshiva

“AndlBilaam[liftedluplhisleyesland
sawll Israel”l] (Bamidbarll 24:2).0 Rashi
explainslthat(Bilaamlwantedltolcurse
thellewishPeoplelwithlthelEvillEye
(Ayin[Hara).Whatlis[thelkvillkyelhnd
howlHoes[itOvork?2[How[tanlvelbhield

ourselveslromltsléffects?

ThelEvillEyelisthlmysterious,lpowerl]
ful Unegative,Uspirituallforcelthatllis
unleashedlbylkhellgazeloflliealousland
enviouslbnlookers.[Colloquially,lnany
JewsluselkthelHebrewllexpression['Bli
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AyinllHara"0 (withoutlthel Evilll Eye)
whenll speakingll aboutl theirll good
fortune,ltollavoidlarousinglitsdwrath
againstll theirll children,ll healthl] and
wealth.

In] Kabbalisticl sources,] thell eye
frequentlyl serveslasll allmetaphorllto
describellG[H'sInetaphysicallhwareness
aslwelllaslthellinterestlpeoplelkakellin
eachl other.ll Thell Biblell depictsl the
watchfullleyelofllG[Hloverlthellewish
peoplel{D'varimi 1:12,0rhilim[B3:18)
andlfurtherlldemandslthatlpeoplelnot
closeltheirlbyesliolthelheeds[bfithelless
fortunatell (D'variml 7:16,0 15:9).0 1t
cautionsluslfromlbeingliedlastraylby
thellwanderinglleyell(Bamidbarll1 5:39),
understandinglthatll visuallsensations
causelthelmostldinfulllemptations[{Sota
8a).

Withinlthe[ralmudlihel$ageslidmonish
onell forll possessingll anll Ayin[l Hara,
clearlyllconnotingllthellvicelofllanlE vil
EyellPirkeillAvot[R:9,11).00nelkhould
insteadlhdoptltheltraitlbflin[Ayin[rova
(goodlleye),Utakinglsatisfactionl with
one'slotlinllifelhndlvishinglihelbestFor
one'sll friendsl] andl neighborsl] (Avot
D'RabilNatan[l 6).

NumerouslTalmudiclbources[Hepictlhn
"Evilll Eye"l withll harmfulll and
destructivelkpirituallbowers.IThelkage
Rav,|}0r|}xampIe,DattributeananyEataI
ilinessesltoll thell Evilll Eye,0with(the
Talmludlbvenltontendinglthatlheltould
enterlbemeterieslhndlbeterminelthat[b9
outlofll1000peopleldiedprematurely
fromlAyin[Haralkausesli BavallMetzia
107b).

Theselbageslhffirmed[thatlbertainlkyes

possessedlhaturallbanefullpotencies,[br
alternativelylbelievedthatlthelbnvious
glarellofllonlookers,levenlwithnolill
intended,[bouldltauselDivinelhegative
repercussions.

Theselbeliefslwerelvidespreadlinlboth
antiquityll andll medievalll times, [ and
extendedlkolbothlthellearnedlklitelhnd
thell masses.ll Significantly,] Rashi
(1040001 150,0F rance)landlmanylother
medievalllscholarsllexplainedlthatllthe
Biblelbrohibitedldirectlylkountinglhe
headsUofllpopulationgroupslitollavoid
inflictingll anll "Evilll Eye"ll (Sh'mot
30:12).0Manyllmedievalllphilosophers
affirmedl thisl powerl ofll Ayinll Hara.
BothlGersonidesll 128801344, F rance)
andRavllitzhak[Aramal{1 5th[tentury,
Spain),ll forll example,l elaborately
explainllhowll eyesll canllemitll certain
vaporsl thatll wreakll havocll onll their
objects.ll Others,[l likell Ravll Ovadia
Sefornoll (147501550,0 Italy)l adoptl a
morell spiritualllapproach,llcontending
thatl] escalatedl] individualll attention
causes[G[Hlkollexaminelkthellactionslof
thell givenll person,l increasingll the
possibilitylbflliivinelteproach,bincelho
onelislithoutldin.

Rambamldiirectlylthallengedlhelhotion
ofllanll Evilll Eyell andl otherll folklore
beliefslbylinimizinglthelmpactlthese
typesll ofll beliefsl hadll inll Halachic
matters.l Thell Talmud,[ forll example,
forbidsll onell froml overlyll admiring
another'slFieldltrops,lestlthelEvillEye
damagell thell crops.l Whilell Rashi,
Ramban,[RavlY osefll KaroD(Choshen
Mishpatl 378:5)0 affirmed] this
explanation,l] Rambamll explained( the
prohibitionlhsthlprotectionlbflhnother's
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privacy,landlldismissedthel Talmud's
reasoning.[8imilarly,[Whilellhelralmud
forbidslkaringlforllostlpropertylwhile
inlkhellviewlbflktrangers,lestlthelE vil
Eyellestroylthelpropertyl{BavalMetzia
30a),0 Rambamll onlyll mentionsl the
secondlreasonlofferedlinlthellTalmud,
thatlhelbnlookerslnightlteallit.

DespitellRambam'slopposition,dmany
popularlbustoms[basedlbnlbelieflinlthe
Evilll Eyell becamell partll ofll Halacha,
Jewish[\(Law.DDoubIeDweddingsDwithin
familieslbrltongregationslhrelhotlheld
toll avoidll thell harml off] noticeable
celebrationll (Evenl] Ha'ezerll 62:3).
Fathersllandsonslsimilarlylrefrained
froml recitingll consecutivell blessings
overllthell Torahl reading.I WhilellRav
Yechielll Michelll HaLevill Epstein
permittedlonelkollforgolkhislcustomlif
hellwaslnotllconcernedlwith[thelEvil
Eyell(AruchHaShulchanll141:8),0the
majorityll ofll contemporaryll scholars
believelkhatlkhislcustomlkhouldlnever
belaived{MishnalB'rurall 41:19).

Somellcontemporaryllscholarslclearly
continuelfolhffirm{helhistoriclbeliefln
the[Ayin[Hara.[RavIMeshulam[Roth[{d.
1963) chastisedl] anotherllscholarll for
dismissingll itsll significancell and
importancell (Kol Mevaser(12:7).1Rav
Ovadially osefllsavelhlfascinatingdvar
Torah[detailing[khellmeasureslonelkan
takeltolhvoidlthelAyin[Hara.lThelnain
precautionlbneltanltakellolbreventlthe
EvillEyelisltoleadhlmodestllifestyle.
Thislincludesldressingllandbehaving
with[ Tzniut(modesty),Inotlshowing
off,l] andl] notl] boastingll aboutll one's
accomplishments,lachievements,Jand
possessions.

ParshaPix
explanations

T InCthe[ippereftCtornerCbf[the
ParshaPix[id [part[dfldne [dflthe [very
first[RarshaPixPuzzles[df[years[dgo.
Theres[CALBLOCK ({sounds[ike
BALAK)Lih[d[dest, [Which [thakes[it
BLOCKI[BEN[TZIPOR

T Globe[Wearing[dn[dye[gatch.[Balak
said[dhat[Israel[vas[3o[humerous
that(CveCtoveredCEINCHAARETZ,
theldyeldf[the[Barth[(hs[does[the
patchlid[thatlglaphic)

T Messengers[from[Moav[tame[to
Bil'am CwithCK'SAMIMCIB'YADAM,
represented [By [dhe [hagic[drick[ih
thelhhnd

T Bil'am'sCdonkeyCsaw Clthe Clsword
drawnlinh[the[dngel'sChand;[Bil'am
did[dot[ske[id[ak [first[(brlskcond[dr
third)

T When [$he [donkey [falks [do [Bil'am,
sheldsks[himDivhy [he [has[hit[her
thesel[three[REGALIM,[three[times.
Commentaries[point[ but[that[ it
doesn't[3ay[P'AMIM,fhreefimes,
but[lrather[luses[ khe word[khat
refers[tb[durldycle[df[Holidays[and
to[the[People[Wholdbserve[them.
Thelahgelldepeats[the[referenceltb

SHALOSH[REGALIM.[The[dpeech]

bubblefbr[the[donkeyldontains[the
question[{mark) Chbout[the[three
festivals,[depresented[By[the[Tlulav,
Matza,[ahd[Tlorah

T Chicago[basketballCplayer,Cdne [bf
the[BULLS[And [d[St. Mouis[fbotball
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player,[dne[dflthe[RAMS.[Bulls[ahd
rams,[7[df[dach,[{hencelthe[lhrge
numeral[7) Werelrkpeatedly [dffered
as[shcrifices[by [Bil'am[ahd Balak

T Clapping[hands[I[Hdepresentation
of[Balak[striking[His[(Hands[tbgether
inLdisgustldat[IBil'am'sCrepeated
failurel] tol] do[] as[] requested.
VAYISPOK.JAOunique CwordOlin
Tanach,appearinglnbwherelelse

T The[Kedbut[3nake s[AlsoHrom
Bil'am'sOwvords,that[there OsCho
NACHASH[ih [Yaakov. His[theaning
is[thatWe[do nbtlrklyldn[dmens

7 AlChouseilled With [thoney" [[TKort
ofvhat[Balak [Hold [Bil'am[dhat[he
missed[dutldn[By[dot[uttering[dne
teensyWeeny[clirse

" TheBhulGhdhe dowerléftCdorner
reminds Cus CofClthe Cfamous CIMA
TOVUIDHALECHANAAKOV...

T Lying[Chcross[theChbottom Cbf[the
ParshaPixCds[(khe CROMACH, Ckhe
spear[that[Rinchas[sed[tb[drotect
Gld's[honor

T Theldver[dfldilftom[thelgitcher[i3
mentioned[id[the bhftara

T Onlthelrkverselside [df[allIS[dollar
bill[i8 [alplicture[dflthe [Great[Seal:[A
pyramid Wvith[dn[dll[skeing[dyeLdn

top.[1Sometimes[lcalled[1the[Jen[]

lightened Léye.[Bil'amLtalls[himself
theCdnan Qvith (SH'TUMCHAIAYIN.

LivingLITorah Loffers[khese[krans[]

lations:[dnlightened, Huture[[Heeing,

seeing,[ bpen,truelsighted,[kleep]

less, [elil, [dislocated, (Blinded.
T InC3heCipperlrghtCtornerCbfCthe
ParshaPix[is[A[IMEM, Cepresenting

the[MEM[that[i$ [at[the [Upperlright
cornerldfltheldolumnlih[the[Torah
that[ starts[J with(J MAL] TOVU
OHALECHALYAAKOV...[.What[is
remarkable[dbout[this(MEM[i [that
therel[i3[d[Scribal (Tradition [that[six
specificCdolumns[ih [the[Torah [{out
of[245Ldr[do) [deed[Ho[Start[dt[d
specific[doint[ih [the[tkxt.[All[dther
columns/ake[flexible, [id [alsknse, [ahd
thelexact[Heginning[dfleachldolumn
willClvary Cfrom CSofer Clto [LISofer.
(Actually,[foday's[Sifreil Torah[dre
written [by [dopying[ftom [photocpies
of [Alsmallldumber[dfldxisting[Sifrei
TorahWhoseWriting[i$[donsidered
particularly[good.[Soltherelid[thore
uniformity (from[Torah[to[Torah 1]
more[thanWould[Belekpected[ftom
the[Tradition[We're[talking[dbout.)
This[TraditionCtlashes (A [bit[vith
another[Tradition[that[ehch[cblumn
begin[With[aMAV.[This[id[alstandard
feature[dflrhost[Sifrei[Torah[tbday,
although Uit Clis Conly Usix Cspecific
columns[that[“must" [Begin[the[shme
way.[Ofltheldix,[dnelstarts[With[d
VAV [ahyway, [[#aving[Slldflabout[245
columns[dhatCdo[hot[dtartivith[d
VAV.[Onelidlthe[firstlcblumn, [Which
starts[] with[] the[] bigl] BET of
B'REISHIT.Crhe (MEMLin[Balak [is
another.L1Two[Jothers[are[the
columns[that[Begin[the two Tsong"
portions[ITIHABA'IMdt[the [dop Ldf
the[J AZ[JYASHIR column[Jand
V'A'IDALEthe [dop Ldflthe [first[df
theltivoHaazinulcblumns.

" TheOlionOcubOisCdmentioned Cin

Bil'am's[description [df[the[people[df
Israel (T[TYBehold,[the Cheople [will
arise[like [dMion [dub[and [rhise [itself
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like[dion..." [(Bamidbar[23:24) [dnd
"Heldrouched[dndThy[downlike[d
lion, [ahd, Hike [@Mon [dub MW ho[cdan
stand [up [tb(him?"[(24:9)

¥ ET O3 Ebr O, vith [che. [The [dccurs
52imes[ih[Tanach[dnd[Brings[fo
mind[] the[ extraterrestrial L1 who
wanted[tb[ghone[Home.[Balak[dsks
Bil'am [o [go [Wvith CAim [do [dnother
vantage[point[dnd[deelthe Tbraelite

camp.

T The[Shofar[@ndldrown[gotbgether
and[depresent[the[dasuk,[Bamidbar
23:21,CnCwhich [Bil'am Cproclaims,
"He[Has[dot[deenihiquity[ih[Jhcob,
nor[Chas[he[3eenlperversenesslin
Israel;[HlaShem [His[God[id[Withhim,
and[the (TRUMPET[BLASTLOF[A
KINGO (UTRU'ATLI MELECH) is
among[them."

T Below[theldrown[dn[theldight[side
is[AHEF[E [ab [id [(SHEFI, [ftom [28:3. 4
has[the[theaning[df[(Hel[Wentlalone
(in[drder[tb[rheditate[ahd [Hopefully
be[Jguided[toLlcursekthe[Jewish
peoplelds[HeWanted[tb[And[ds[He
washired[to.

P InOtheOlowerOrightCisClanother
BALAK,[@[Ben[TZIPOR, [that[i.[A
baby[Blird[(s[aIBEN TZIPOR;[sb[Was
BALAK.

" Alkompany'sCogoChnd[h[Shrek
character[demain[fo[Be[&xplained,
which[Cthey Clwon't L this Clweek,
anyway.[That[iakes[dhem[éach[d
ParshaPix[Unexplained.

TTreaderFeedback 1]
Towardsbetterdavening
andTorah¥eading

InClastDiveek’s [(Prayingivith [Passion
piece[onYIGDAL,We[facked[bn[d
TBDATR[Box[dhat[pointed[dut[that
often, Livhen[3inging[ Al part[bf[ the
davening[{rather[than[lst[daying[it),
wel3ometimes[pauselin[the[Wrong
placeldwithin[Jallsentence,[1thereby
distorting[the[mheaningloflwhat[Welate
saying, [ak [simply [shying[sbmething[that
doesn’t[thakelgroper[sense,[ih[drder
to[keep[the[BbeatLdf[dhe[dong.[The
examplel] wel gave[lunintentionally
opened]an[interesting[issue.[1SP
pointed [this[dut, [blut[his[bhndaged[ahd
slinged[aFm[plevented his[emailing[the
details,[dso[Jhere’sClwhat[lweput
together (dromhisCtomments[{at[4
wedding[With [distracting[Background
noise).

Remember[that (YIGDALLS[E3 Mihe
poem, [ehch[lihe [ofWhichidlaboutldne
oflthe Rambam’s [IB [Principles of [Fhith.
Thellinelih[duestion[i[the[Bth[dne,
HINOLI ADONL] OLAM...LJ which
corresponds[tb[ANI[MAAMIN...that
tolthe[@reator, [Hlessed [be[His[Name,
and[tb [Him [dlone, [it[i$ [right[tb [dray,
and[that[it[id [dot[rght[tb [pray[tb [ahy
being[besides[Him."[t[keems[that
therelaleltolvkrsions(oflthe Hebrew
line[in [Yigdal.[Although[the [difference
between[the (two[Jersions[is[Yery
slight, [thingslchange.

.in3o%m7 073 A7 ,7%9a 9% oIy 1R 9an ]

2in1%m7 30773 717 %91 527,079 737X 997 2

NotelnotUonly[lthe [IL'CHOL Lvs.
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V'CHOL, [but[ltheCchangelinClthe
position [ofthe [cbmmalasalrésult.

[110skranslatedChs,['LordCbf[ the
Universe[i$[Me[groclaimed,[Teaching
Hislpbwer[td [allHishhndhhsfdamed."
This[dersion[fits[the [Heat[df[the[sbng
but[skems[tb[Have [alhajor [(Haw" [I1it
does[dot[rkflect[the[Sth[df[Rambam's
principles.Sériouslpfoblem.

[2]0d[ttanslated, "Behold[Helid[Master
oflthe[Wniverse;[dnd[dveryldreature
shows[His[greatness[hnd[najesty."
(OU/Koren/Sachs[Siddur [MWialdrayer
to[Him [IIthis[i$ [the[inplication.) [Hits
better[With[thePrinciples[dfFhith [blut
has[dhedinging[pauseih [dhe[Wrong
place.Muchldss[offalploblem.

Similarly for 2] We[hhve[the Birnbaum
siddur.[There,the[HebrewidM'CHOL
(thisLdn[Ckhe[Ckime Cwhen ChllCother
Siddurim [probably [(Had [TCHOL).[The
EnglishUs[(YHelds[the[&ternal[lord
[noticelthat[Birnbaum [thkes[DLAMI[ak
eternall] (timewise)[J rather[] than
universeldrorld[(3pace[Wise)],[every
creature[{V'CHOLLCINOTZAR)[inust
declareHis[gteatnesslahd Hiskingship.
In[hCootnote, [Birnbaum[Cdays[ that
YOREH [Is[taken[in[the[kense[ bf
YAGID o M'SAPEIR [(Will [téll) @hd [that
in[GemaralBiruvin,the[Mord (YOREH
has[the[tonnotation CbfLYITPALEIL

(willlpkay).

ThelpbintlofldstiWeek's[cbmment[was
about[almhelody[sbmetimes[breaking[al
line[ih [dhe vrong[place.[Thereldre
many [kxamples Cbf[this[1Ilve[Just
happen[{o[¢those[bne[that[i[d[Tot

morelcdmplicated.

THEIJERUSALEMIINSTITUTE

OFJEWISHILAW

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean
Lesson#524

JURISDICTION
OF THE BEIT DIN

Inlalcaselthat[was[decided[by[the[Beit
DinlJofl1Haifal lin[]February[1'08,[Ithe
question[drosedstoWhich[BeitDinlhas
jurisdiction[to[ judgethelcase.[ 1 have
written[about[this[in[the[ past[but[this
case[Wwas [ uniquelin[its/teasoning.[ The
plaintiffllwas[from[Jallyishuv[Jandithe
defendant(was(altesident/ofl Haifa. The
defendant[When[$ummoned to[the[Beit
Dinlofl the[yishuv[ responded![ithat[he
would[‘appear[ beforel the Beit Din of
RabbilKarelitz[0f[Bneil Braq.[The[Beit
Dinl[beganlitsteasoning[ with[the well
know[Iprinciple[Ithat[the ldefendant’s
placelofiresidencelis [the [proper venueof
alcasel tol beljudged.[ Furthermorel the
plaintiffl Tmust[go [ to[Jthe[city [ofl ithe
defendant[Jif[ they[ Iresidel lin[ Idifferent
cities. This, lin[$piteof(the[fact[that[the
Beit[DinlinlthecityloflthelplaintiffTis
superiorl] to[] the[J Beit[] Din[J of[] the
defendant. ' What madethis ¢aseunique
was|that/the[foregoing[was[the halacha
among! the[ Ashkenazicl Jews[and[there
was[al[questionwhether[the[ Sephardic
Jews!( alsol] had(] this[] tradition.[] The
decision[ofl the[Beit[ Dinlcited[ various
decisorswholheld[thatlthis[islalsothe
Sephardicl] tradition,[] although| many
Sephardicjudges(didnotldlways seelthis
as[their(tradition. Helthen[quotes[from
RabbilOvadyaY oseflthat/the Taw[in[this
arealis[as[¢ited[bylthe[Ramalwhol[¢ites
mostly[Ashkenazic[sources|to[substantil ]
ate'his/position/in/thematter. [ Therelis(a
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notablelexception:[ifltherelis[a[Beit[Din
thatlis(solsuperior(to(the BeitDin[oflthe
citylofltheldefendant,[then[the[plaintiff
canllinsistCof"having[ithe[case jjudged
there.As[tol[ the question[ whether[the
Sephardim[] should[ ] alsol] follow( this
tradition, “he[ cites[ the “opinion_ofl the
Gaonl of Vilnalthat[the[opinion[ofTthe
Ramalis/notlaldecree(that[was(madelby
the[ Ashkenazic[Jews butlis[the halacha
without[] any[] decrees[] having[] been
instituted[to makelit[thehalacha. This
being(so, [the[SephardicJews Wwould [@lso
adhere( to[ this[halachal‘aslal matter[ of
halacha,[] not[] all decree[ ! madel] by
AsheknaziclJews.Helalsol¢ites[a(tuling
ofl]Rabbil ] Moshel | Feinstein[/who[in
writing[ on[ this[ matter writes[that[ifl a
personlis(ill, helgoestolthe[doctor[rather
than [waitforthe[doctor(focome [to (him.
Theplaintiffimust(go [fo(the[placeofthe
defendant( rather( than(Jinsist( that Ithe
defendant(have the ‘matter judged(in the
plaintiff’s[jurisdiction. [ Thelteason[one
goes(to(thedoctorlis/that/the[doctor(can
better(treathim(inthe(doctor’soffice; S0
hereltoolthejudges(ofithe(local [court[of
the['defendant[ 'which[will [ have[ ‘more
influenceltolhavelthel defendant[appear
tolanswerthecomplaint/in(the(local Beit
Din.[Alsoliflthe[defendant(loses/the trial
helwill[bel ‘morel apt[ tol abidel byl the
decision(] of(] the[] Beit[] Din[] of(] his
community.[Also that(neither partylmay
sayltolthelother[party,[the[ Beit[ Din[I
selected(is[superior(tolthe onelselected
bylyou.[Thereforeltheselrulesdpplylonly
ifCthe defendant[selectshis[local[ Beit
Dinl that[ the[ plaintiffl must[ gol tol that
Beit[Din.[Butlif the defendant(selects(a
BeitDinnot[fromhis[own[community,
the[Iplaintiff( imaylobject[Jand [Isay( he
wants|[to Selecthis[ownBeitDin. OJ

WIDDLES!

Prizes[br[blst[sblution[skts[ateflrnished By
Noam[Productionslahd/orBig[Deal.

Lastlidsue’s (CHUKAT)MTriddles:

[1710Locationin, Clsame[CJas CIShimon's
b'chor[after

Parshat[Chukat[bas[87 [p'sukim. Ih[sbme
Chumashim[{asQve [have [Holdyouldn
several[dbccasions),[there [l [A[$IMAN
(code)[drltdwoldrlthree,[drinted [aklthe
end[bf[the[Bedra[MWords[br[hames
whoseldimatriyaldquals[the[dumber[df
p’sukim[lin[Ckhe[kedra.[1OneJof[khe
SIMANIMIEbr[Chukat[OTMEID'VA, kb
MEID’VA.[J30+40+10+4+2+| [1=[187.
Locationin CITIMEIMVA Ds (A ocation
mention] in[J the[d sedra.[J Shimon’s
firstborn(d[(Y'MU[EIL[[d[ahother AIMAN
for[1Chukat.[]10+40+6++301=[187.
L'MEID’' VALK [dhe[[(tsame[@s8himon’s
b’chordfter” [the[dedra,[that[i3,[ih[the
SIMANIMOthat[ClareClisted Chfter Clehe
sedra.

[2] MheWhiteBellaland [alHooky [thoon
each[claim[him

Chukat[Has[three[SIMANIMisted.[The
firstltwodre[dxplained [ih (T Triddle [l ]
above.[ Theld third[d on is[0 UZI,
70+7+10=87.0 Of O severaldUZIsOin
Tanach, (two [ bf them[hre[1UZIben
BELA,[A[grandson[bf[ Binyamin({UZI,
that[i$, [BELA Was[Binyamin’s[son) [dnd
UZIObenOBUKI,dald0descendant [ of
PINCHAS[2hd[ahcestor[df[BZRA.[Since
Bella,[dsve[dpelled [dhe [dameLih [dhe
TTriddle, [ [AlgirI's[dame, [the[ddjective
“white” [ [I'VANA, With [algimatriya [df

OUllsraelCenterTT912 ¥ 27 ® ThelParshatBALAK5770(issue

30+2+50+5=87.[And[dpelling[Booky[ds
wel did, [ive[inade[It[3eemto[beldn
adjective[] describingl] moon,] also
L'VANA, [also[87.

Thesefirst[tvoltliddlesWere Al [about
the[dumber[3f[@’sukim[ih[Chukat[dnd
the[SIMANIM glven fr[thatlnumber.

[3]Mashering[vkssels[dflAu,[Ag,[Qu, [Fe,
Sn,[Pb[(&tc.)

Theldopic[df[RasheringlNessels[dan[Be
found[ih[Barshat[Matot.[Theldontext[i3
instructions[] from [ Elazar (1 HaKohen
(HaGadol) [doncerning[thelspoils[df[War
from[Midyan.[Bamidbar[3 1:22[Tists[dix
metals[from[Which[Messels[Were[hade
and0instructs[the [kashing[byHire[for
those[Vessels[dised Livith ire.[This, Lih
addition[tb[Heing[tleated [With[the[Para
Adumaldshes[gotion.[The[presentation
of Lkhe[ITTriddle[Cused [khe Lkchemical
symbols[lfor[JZAHAV [(gold), LIKESEF
(siver),ld] N'CHOSHETL (copper),
BARZELL (iron), 0 B'DILO (tin), 0] and
OFERET [(lead). Mhis[portion [id [Matot[id
introduced I with[the[dwords[1ZOT
CHUKATHATORAH Itheldnly[dther
occurrence[bf(thatCphrase[dsCht[the
beginningLof[Parshat[Chukat.[The[link
between[the[dwo i [the (MEI[NIDA, [ds
the[Phra[Adumalpbtionlidlchlled.

[4]Maakov, Mosef, Maakov [tbMosef,[ahd
what[nhtion?

VAYMAIEIN, @And[HBe[defused,[dccurs[3
times[ih[the[Tanach, fbur[dfdhichare
in[the[Chumash.Yaakov[defused[tb[Be
comforted,Chotvilling[doLdccept[that
Yosef[as[teally[dlead. [ Yosef[tefused
theladvances[df(Potifar’s [Wife.[The [third
occurrencelis[When[Yaakov[defuses[to
switch [His[Hands[Hack[dn[the[Heads[df

Menashe ] and[] Efrayim[] at[] Yosef's
objection.[The[fburth[dccurrencelisLih
Parshat[Chukat,[When[the[dation[state
of[Bdom [rkfused[tb[allow[I3raelltb[gass
throughlis[térritory.

[5][(02) [B24 0504

This[the[Phone[dumber[dflthe[OU
restaurant[dff[King[George[ihJérusalem
knownd asl] theld REDO HEIFER
STEAKHOUSE, 2k [in [PARAIADUMA.

[6][(Between[Bogie[dnd[Birdie[Bad[dot
RH,Boston's[state

In[gblf, [ehch [Hole[i$[designated [With[the
number[dfldtrokes[that[d[good[golfer
should[ake[dn[dverage,[foLhakethe
hole.[ThisChumber[is[Ctalled CPAR.CA
BOGIE[3[alskorefbrlthe[Wholel[dfldne
more[than[par.CA[BIRDIEL [dnellkss
than[par.[Therefore, [Hetween[BGIE[ahd
BIRDIELGs[PAR.[Bad[is[RA.[INot[RH
refersCLto[dhe[days[ bf[ dhe [Week[that
Rosh[HaShanaldannot[fhll[dn [{IBunday,
Wednesday, [ Friday.[TThe[khree[days
form[thelakronym[ADU.[Boston’s[state
is[(Massachusetts, [dbbreviation, MA.[All
together:[PARA[ADUMA.

ArtScrolliSeries ® MesorahlPublications Ltd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

R’[Yosef(Chaim[Sonnenfeld Was[dhe
head Cbf[the[[OIdYishuvdnCEretz
Yisrael,[dnd[Was[d[Nery[great[Torah
authority.[Yet[helhever[¢onsidered
himself[4o [(Be[dnything[3pecial.[In[d
haskama[l[léndorsementlvhich[Che
wrotel[tb [alskfer, [he [shid: [[t[phins[ohe
that[I[dm deferred Mo [Wvith [Hitles Cdf
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which[I[dm[undeserving, Ldvenih[the
slightest[ay. [(llam [allsimple, [dId, [ftail
man[] [While[ih[deality [([THave [deither
Torah[dor[Wisdom. Ido [not [Know [df
anyirtue[dhat[1[have, Céxceptdhat,
through[the[thercy [df[Hashem, Il Was
ableltd[séttlelidthe Holy Qity.” O

Justbkfore R Mosef[GQhaim [Sbnnenfeld
was[nharried, (hle[Went[id [tb [his[Rlebbe,
the[Kesav[ISbfer, [tb bid(him[gbodbye.
The[Kesav[Sofer (Handed [(Him [&létter
oflecommendation, Mhich [graised (R’
Yosef[ChaimCgreatlyHor[his[Torah
learninglahd[pkrsonalattributes.

R’ Mosef[Qhaim[tbok the [dtter blit[did
didChotLeven[bpenit[to[teadlits

contents.

When[R’'[Yosef(Chaim [durned forty
andWas[cbnvinced[thatnbthing[id [the
letter WouldIdad him[td[bk[cbnceited,
he[finally (tbok[dut[the [dnvelopelaind
read[the[ldtter.

HHHHH
R'[Menachem[Mendel [df[Kotsk[shid...

Thelgteatestl[thief[id[the [cbte [pkrform ]

ance[ bf[ bne's[bbligations.[ Nothing
poseslalgteater(dhnger(tblthepkrson.

Portionifromithe[Portion
RALAKG:[RALAAM

Thelsedralthat welread[thislweeklis
called(BALAKI[because(thatlis[thefirst
significantCwordLin[the[first_verseof
thell portion.[] But[] doesn't[] it[] seem
strange( to[ refer[to‘alsectionof(the
TorahCreadlinCshulCbythe[namelof
onelof(Israel'slenemies? Couldn'tlwe
findalbetterCOwaytoreferJtoJthis

section(thanibylthe(nameloflsomeone
whoUonlyfwanteduscursed? "What
canlwellearnfromthe hamelof this
week's[portion?

Firstlofrall,[the[Rabbis teferredfolthis
weeks[ portion[as[Bilaam,ratherthan
Balak,becauselof the[beauty oflthe
poeticl] verses(] that[l camel] out(] of
Bilaam'sJmouthJas[Iblessings.[1 The
Rabbisevenlwanted(tolincludelit  as
onel bfthelsectionsl welwouldlrecite
everyldaylinCour[Sh'malprayers. But
inLordernot[tolburden(theltongregall
tiontheylididn'tCrequire everyonelto
recite[somanylverses(everylday.

ThelRav(from[Permishelin[says[that
alllgoyim[hateJews[IIsomeljusttryto
hidelit.[ Theylmakelus(think that[they
likelus.[Welcan[get confused[bylthis
andrtrustfthemanddon't realize we
must[guard ourselves[jagainst[ them.
Balak[was[an'honest.goy”’wholmade
hishatred(of(the Jewish[nation public
knowledge.[1 There[Jwas[InoJway(lof
mistaking(it. (HeCputso’mucheffort
into havingl us(cursedandhurt[The
didn'tOgiveJup.JWhenUit[Jcomes[ito
nonlJews(] it[] is[] something(] to[] be
thankful forCwhen(theyl express! their
truelbeliefsTtowardslus.[1Wellknow
wherelwelstand(with(them[and(can(try
toLprotectourselvesaccordingly.lt's
thoselwho!pretend(tolbelourl(friends
who[Jarellalllot[1worse.[1Balakwas
honestiwithhislintentions towardsus
solwelhavellal portion namedafter
him.[Therelis'something[positivetolbe
said[aboutlenemiesllikellran,[Hamas,
andHizballahf'whomakerTit'¢clear'what
theyfthinkoffus.

Somethinglinterestingtonote"about
ourlportion.[SomelSephardilJews({i.e.
thoselfrom[Aleppo)baselthelsongs of
thelIserviceslJeachJShabbatTonllthe
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contentlof thatlweek'ssedra.[These
tunesarelcalled[ the[[Magam._ There
arelvarious Magam[tunes[to[portray
different] emotions(1depictedJin[the
weekly[ portion[Jor(speciallevents[ of
thelyear.[Therelare[tunesforChappy
occasions((suchJasholidays)Jor(to
express(] thell beautyl] of (] something
(whenOreading(1the] 1000 Command(]
ments) orfwhen(therelis altragedy’in
theportion{thedeathCbf someone T’
Chayeil1Sara, V'yechilland[lAcharei).
TheMagamused(for[theportion_of
BalakLis[called[ Mahour, and[portrays
emotionallinstability andlanger.[This
maqgamlisusedtwicelalyear(Ilfor the
portionCofJToldotllandJin[1Balak.[lIn
Toldot litlis[lused(becausel Eisav(lis
upset.(Inlourlportionlitlislappropriate,
becauselBalaklbecamel‘angered(Jas
thelcurseslof Bilaamwerelturninglinto
blessings.[Wel mustpraythatlit[be
Hashem's[ WillthatallCourCenemies
cursesibelturnedlintolblessings.

Balak[was[king[ofl Moav.[ Moav[was
located'hearlthe[Deadl SealwhichTlis
known forlits/salts.[Usuallylour(tecipe
is(forcsomethinglingested(through(the
mouth. Forlalchangeltheltecipelisfor
somethinglabsorbed(through(thelskin
(likeConYom[Kippur_weldon'tCanoint
ourselvesbecausellitlis[lalltypellof
“eating”.[ltCisfor[a recipe withbath
salts[fromtheDeadlSealwhichhave
medicinal‘and(soothing( effects.[ One
canlJaddllaromatherapyloilslor[Jjust
regular(scents(to(thelsalts(tolincrease
their(1therapeutic( effects(land[enjoy(]
ment.] |1 haven'tl] tried [ this[J specific
recipebutlbroughtlitlherelwiththellink
tollits[1sourcelbecausel]it[] contains
anotherllingredient from[the["areal of
Moav,[] lime.[1 www.deadseamineral
.com/DeadSeaSaltBasilLimeBath

DEADSEAISALTBASIL
& LIME BATHRECIPE

Thelingredients(are:
5cupslof(Dead(SealSalt
1(Tsp.lof(Baking[Powder
2(Tsp.[of(AlImondOil
5ldrops(LLimeScentedOil
4[dropsBasil[Oil

Mix[Ithel]seallsalt[]and[]thellbaking
powderlinfalbowl.

InCanothersmallerbowl mix[together
alllliquidsland[ladd( tol salts, stirring
well.[Let(sit[solthey[canlsoak uplthe
scentallClof(the DwayTthrough.CAfter
theyllhavelisat[ ffor[labout[twolhours
takethemiand(placethemlinjarsiwith
cork(stoppers. Tolcreatelalgood[seal
dipthelcorklin melted wax[ and[ put
corklintolbottle.

Correction:

LastJweek(it[]was(lbrought(tolimy
attention(] that(] there] werel[ all few
mistakeslin mylcolumnlof(twolweeks
ago,[ontheGifts[ofthe Kohein.

Third[categorylshouldhavetead(f10
giftsfarelgiven(in[GVULIN[+"anywhere
infisrael.

24th( giftC shouldJ havel said ] EZEL
HAGERTthefepaymentiofisomething
stolenfrom[algertogetherCwith[the
penalty[TifCandConly(ifCthegerChas
died.

TERUMAKICHALLA[don'tineedfolbe
eatenlinlJerusalem.
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|Alth0ugh they repeatedly offered PAR VA AYIL BAMIZBEI'ACH, their real weapon was the TONGUE|

| Famousianagramicquestionsifrom/sedralandiitshaftara

Squab, osling, eaglet, keet, eyas, cygnet
Curtiss JN4H

More SOCCER: In the four
corners of the field are corner
arcs and corner flags

VIR0 11937 IR0 YR

More SOCCER (wonder why?)
Center forward and center back

M9 NI and the ©P2

L'havdil, M52519 and

Bamboo Harvester

|M0nkey's weekly: win, place, sh0w|

ThelténthMonth, Shralthe
daughter,[Avraham[ghvebirth td
Yitzchak, Rlivka [ other [af Yaakov
and[Elsav, [oh [the[Ffratalrbad,
1500, theldaderslofIdrael, [cbvered
thelele [ofthe [Ehrth, [ybu [bur
sonlahdlyburldhughter

& The evil inclination abhors a vaccuum.
From[YAlCandlebyDay"byRabbiShragaSilverstein

AlCandle(byDay@#ThelAntidote®(ThelWorldf Chazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[At[D54[209[B0200

| What Israel did to its Gemara scholars? |

Bil'am:Balak::Asa:whom!?

31°40'1.49"N,B5°7'32.5"E

Male donkey = JACK; Female donkey = JENNY

YinX ¢ Y

He follows Naso and Balak

[Parsie Podnds to Pender
Suggestedlahswers

|)[(Mhe[DhrHaChayim[shiggests[that

thisLdemonstrates[Bilaam's [vickedL[
ness.[He[Was[only [Willing[do Ldffer
them[A[ place[to[3leep[Hor(THAT
NIGHT [dnd[Specified[that[the[dffer
was [forthatnightlahdthatlnightlohly.

2) [Daat[Zekainim [MiBaalei[HaTosfot
answer [that[GQ [D[did[nbtWant[Bilaam
with [his Cimpurity[fo Ldome[do [His
domainlahd, [therefore,[G[D [Went[tb
Bilaam's[Tocation.[Moshe, [ however,
was[holy [ahd[purelahd[Was[Welcome
in[GD's[dbmain.

3) MhelKliMakar[explains[thatlWhen
referring[tb[death, [Bilaam [Was[akking
for[Chis[Heath[to[bellike[hllCthe
righteous[beople[dwvho[have[ Hied.
However,[When[teferring[tovhat
will[(Bappen[tlo [Him [dfter [death, [His
hope[Was[tb[ive [alspiritual [ife [hich
meantlto[Belsimilar[to[G[D.[Thus,
switched[tb[the[singular, [HIKE[HIM,
referring[td[G [D [ahd[his[desire[td (bl
connected[td[G[D after[death.

The[48th [(bf[48) [quality [aksociated [With
the[Hacquisition of[(dTorahisCsaying
something[ih[the[dame[dfltheldnelWho
said [itl. [As[idlsdys[id [Ekther...
ButlWho[shid, [KOLHADMEIRIDAVAR
B'SHEIMIOMRO...?[It[does[Hot[shy Who
in[Avotl&l [But(idldoes[id the [gkmara:
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