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Before, On,[andAfter

As[D'varim[ik[dIways[dead[dn[the[Shabbat[Before[Tish'a[B'Av, do[HooLik
Va'etchananlalways[réadloh [the[Shabbatafter[Tish'ablAv. [More[[lhe[bekginning
ofMa'etchanan [idlrkad [id [the [afternoon [df[the [Shabbat (Before Mish'aB!Av[(dnd
sometimes, [ak [if[id[this[ykar, [dn[the[Monday [horning[Before Mish'a[B Av) [ahd
partlofVla'etchananidiréad o Mish'alblAvidorning.

Va'etchananlidlvéry [much [adsociatedwith Mish'ablAv.

Thelrkview [of[the [Sin [df[the [Spies id Phrshat[D'varim [sérves[abahidtroduction
to[Mish'a[blAv, [id lihe [with[the Mishna's[(Taanit[4t6) [statement[thatlthe[first[df
fivelchlamities[thatldccurred[dn [the[Oth [df[Av[Was[the[decree lupon [the[aHult
malelpbpulation [oflthe[Generation [of[the Midbar [tb [die [dut[during fbrty [ykars
oflWandering[(@salrésultloffthe [phniclthat fdllowed[the [réportlofithe spies).

Thelportion[df(Ma'etchanan[Which [Welrkad[dn Mish'a[B AvIchorning[id[alstern
warninglagainstlidolatry [IWhich [Was[the [major [chuse [df[the [destruction [off[the
first[Beit[HaMikdash [TWhich, [df[cdburse,[id[the Mnain [fdature" [dfTish'a[B'Av's
blacklcharacter [(lintilthings [change Mith the[Geula).

But[Ma'etchanan[also [shows[us[theHope[ahd[pathway[tb [aldew [Heginning. [t

ay 13 Mn3

Jerusalem/[Shabbatltimesfdr Va'etchanan/Nachamu
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Word of the Month

Most[geople Wil [Have[Already[shid [(Kiddush [M'vanaHy [dow [T Bither (Hefore
Tish'a[H'Av[{hccording[tb[Minhag[Yerushalayim) [dr[dn[Motza'ei[Tish'a[H'Av
according[to[the[thore[dommon[dustom.[{Some[purposely (Wait[intil (the
night[fbllowing[the [T0th[df[Av, [Hecause [the [T0th [IIlintil [chidday (1113 [Hart [df
the[Cdnourning[period.) (For[those (Wvho [have Chot[Baid (KL Yet,[the[Tast
opportunity [id[Sunday [night[(eve [df (MU' Av), July [25th [(neaning luntil [dawn
of(Monday).[This[closetbthe[deadline, [dne[should nbtWaitfdrMotza"Sh.
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Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
10 19 Menachem Av (July 21 30)
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Sunrisell00000000000000000000000005:4805:54am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malinnoning:1609:19am
(MageniAvraham:(8:2318:27am)

SofiZ'mani T'filano0000000010:26010:28am
(MageniAvraham:19:5009:53am)

ChatzotImmmmmmmmmn12:45%4012:45%:pm
(halachicinoon)

MinchalGedolammoomimim1:2101:20pm
(earliest’Mincha)

PlagiMinchaliiimooimnime: 1606:11%2pm

Sunseti000000000000000000000000007 :4807:42pm
(basedionlseallevel:17:4207:37pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

Parshe Points o Pencer Va'etchanan«INachamu

I)(Why[does[Moshe[akk[G [ [tb et [Him [ckross[ihto [[drael LAND [SEEL(V'ER [EH)
(3:25)?[@nce bk Mas[clossinglid, [of[cburse [hk Would sée[i!

2) Why[does(the[Torahcbmmand DO MNOTLESSEN[(LOMIGRA'U) [ftom Mdws
oflthe[Morah [(#:2)? [(This[id [simply[alrkpeat[tbaching[that[We[should[dbservelall
laws, [sb Why [idfitlnkcessary?

3) Whyldbes[theMorah[shy [tb[dbserve [Shabbat[AS[G D AOMIMANDED YOU
(5:12)?I$n"tldbvious[that[the[cbmmand[tb [dbserve [Shabbat i [the [Torah [Would
mean[tdfdllowthe[cbmmandsof (G [D régarding[Shabbat?

ParshaPointsfoPonder by Rabbi[Dov[Lipman

teacher [ad [Réishit (Ydrushalayim [add (Mhchon [Mhayan [il[Rbit [SHemesh; [adthor Lad "DISCOVER: [hswers o
Teenagers [(nd [(Adults) (td [QLiestions [aBout [tHe (Jelwish (Eaith" [{Beldheim); "TIMEOUT: [Sports [Sdories [ad[alGhme
Plan (ol [iritual (il ccess” [{Devora);"SEDER SAWY" [(Targum)

ppp@ouisrael.org
Answers [ade [sdmewhere [elbe [inl[this [isbue

Look [falr [tHem, (hiit [odly [afker [aIgdod [pbndering
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

takes Cus[(backCto Cthe Cbeginning Lof
nationhood, [(Before[domelLdfLdurldarly
"mistakes".

Outldflchronological [drder, [after [tklling
us[dbout[thedin[dflthe [dpies[dAndthe
harshldecree[dpon[that[generation[{the
adultCmale[CpopulationClthereof), Clthis
week's[skdraBrings[us [Back[tb[Sinailahd
welrk[elkperienceMatan[Torahagain.

Maybe[ve[tan[learn[from[the[past.
Maybe[this[time,[vevon'tCetlinto
trouble[With[thelgolden[dalf.[Maybe [We
won'tlcbmplainabout[the[mhanna.[Maybe
welWon'tlét[the Meraglim [Panic[us[ihto
turning[durbhckstd[Gd

Can[that[happen?[DDoldvelget[dnother
chancelfor[allloflthoselthings?

Theldnswer [t [[T}es, [dlways.[That's[the
mechanism[] of (] T'shuva.[] Repentance
cannot[hctually[krase Lwhat[we[have
done,[norCcanOitCerase COwhatCour
ancestorsldid.[But[Weldan[deact[Better
toLkimilar[kinds [bfCkituations, Chaving
learned[(from[dur[pastldeeds[dndltheir
repercussions[Anddrom[the[ Heeds[ bf

previous[denerations[dnd[the[depercus[]
sions[dfltheir[deeds.

ThelimportantUthing[is[Cthat[ IMoshe
Rabeinulis[giving[us [al[Hopeful [dpportun]
ity [td [start[dver[ahd [gktlthings[right.

Oneldflthelglitcheslih[the[above[id[that
thelpeople[wWho hleard[Moshe's[Words[ih
thoseTAst[37[days [df[Hislife,[didn't[se
theirCopportunity Clefficiently[Jand, Clas
Tanach[tecords,[there[(vas[plenty [ bf
further Cebellion[And [back[sliding, Cand
breach[df[faith [With [G[d, [ahd [tbo[thany
etldeteras[to[list(them [Here.[So[What's

thelpoint?

ThelPointLis[that[Wve, [foday, [dre[Being
addressed Lby[ Moshe[ RabeinulVia[ the
book[bf[(D'varim,ChndCwe[Thave[khe
challenge[tb[rbspond [prroperly.

Perek4 IIAndChow [Israel, [listen[dnd
understand[theTAws[ahd[skatutes[that[I]
Moshe, [aim[tkaching [You [IITh [drder [that
youl{we) Willlive[dnd[dome[dnd [dettle
thellhnd...

Our[desponse.[Dkay [do[dhat.[Welill.
We'velldarnedldurldssons.

Warning:[Y ou[3aw [ What[thappened [ 1o
those[Wholtlirned[tblidolatry.[Bad [news.
Okay, We[fihally [gkt[the[pbint.

Remember[this;hvoid[that.[Especially
sinceel[dre[dot[Bearing[these[Words
for[thefirst[time, ButHave[thousands[df
years[df(history[tb[éarn[ftom, Weale[ih
that[kpecial Cplace[bfL NOW [Chnd[ive
know[What[We[Have[tb [do.[(Of[dourse,
pastlgenerations[alsoClwerein Cthis
position ([THut[that's[ih[the [Jast; [Welare
the[CHAYIMKUL'CHEMHAYOM.[We
are[dlive[tdoday[dnd [We[know[What[We
mustldo.

KICOTOLIDCBANIM....0When OveChave
beenlih[dhe[land[Hor[generations[dnd
becomeldorrupt...[INo![Welhustn't[Tkt
that(hhppenagain.

Wel[Have[Heenlshown [(history)[ih [drder
tolkhowl[that[HaShem[d[G [d; [there[idnb
other[besides[Him!

Va'etchanan, Livith [iks[Aseret[HaDibrot
and[its[3h'ma,[AndCits Cdnany Cinspiring,
beautiful Lp'sukim,[&ncourages[ls.[Let's
take[thelchallengelahd[slicceed.
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Va'‘etchanan

45th o (54 [sddras;
2nd [ (1] [ [Dlvarim

Written [of (249 (Iihes
in (aISdfer [Tdrah, [rdnk: [Tih

2| [Phrshiyot; [STapen, [T6 Lclbsed, [ednk: [Tth [{tied)

122 [psukim (knks (17 th [(And (il [Dlvarim)
same [ad [Vayak'hel [RIKiTavo; (Va'etchanan [id

larger
878 Lwbrds; [ednks [10th [(And [idl[Dlvarim)
7343 ekters; LrAnks [1Dth [(And (i [Dvarim)

Va'etchanan's [plsukim [ade [Tohger [tHan [a¥erage,
hence [tHe [uimp (frbm [V th [td (T0th [inl(rdnk.

MITZVOT

|2 [of (81 3 [uditzvot, [BLpésitive Land [Tptohibitions
and [mlany [dore [tHat [afe [cdunted [elsewhere [LT]
this [isIsd [far [sdveral [sddras, (bt [itl rdally [sHows
for(d"etchanan [{d.g. [Meret [HhDibrot)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

NumbersClin[J[squareCbrackets] Care[the
MitzvalcbuntUDof[ISefer (HaChinuchCIAND
Rambam’s(] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[] A=ASEI
(positiveLthitzva);[Il=LAV [{prohibition).X:Y
isCthe[perekCAnd Cpasuk Hrom Cwvhich[Cthe

mitzvalcbmes.

[P>X:Y[(¥)]ahd [F>[X:Y [(7)] [ddicate[start
of[dldarshald’tuchaldr[tumaldespectively.
X:Y[$[Berek:Pasuk[dflthe [Beginning[dflthe
parsha; [(¥) [3[the[dumber[df[d'sukim[h[the

parsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| | [plsukim [[13t23 [4t4

[S> 3:230(7)]0 Moshell Rabeinu
continuesl hisl farewelll wordsO to
thelPeople.0HeltellsOthem[thatlhe
hadl askedl GIdO tol rescindl His
decreebanningMoshelfromlentry
intolthelLandbflsrael.

SPY: ThelBaallShem Tov commented
thatlMoshe, [Whol hadlearned thel éntire
Torah, Written Wordland OrallLaw, [from
Gld Himself, " used the term["Youl have
begun'tolshowlmelYour(greatness..."[The
morel onel learnsTorah, the more one
learns Cabout )G d, (themoreonewill
realizel] thatl] hel] has] justl] begunl] to
understand Who G dis.

GO refusedl thisd requestd and
forbadell Moshel toll askl again.
Moshelhscendedhmountainfrom
wherelhelbawlthelLand.0Gdhen
toldOhimOtoOtransferOthelauthority
oflleadershipltollyehoshua.

[P> 4:10 (24)]0 Hel (Moshe)
proceedsltolreviewlthellawsOand
statutesl (Torahl andl mitzvot)d by
whichll thell peoplel arell nowl to
live...OnEretzYisrael.

Neitherll shouldl thell Torahl be
addedlohoretractedlfrom [these
mitzvotlatelcbuntedlelsewhere].

Anotherlwarninglagainstidolatry
follows.0 Then,O "Andl youll who
clinglto0GOdOarelalllaliveOtoday".
(The[Gemaraltkaches[that[this[id[dne
oflthe[mhany [rkferencestb[M'CHIYAT
HAMEITIM[d the [Morah.)

KNOWIUNTIL |
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MitzvaWatch

ThelltwinCprohibitionsCofCneither
addingUnorUsubtracting[from[the
Torah,[dre[thentioned[ih[Va'etchanan
and[CAgain[in[R'eil{where[ theylhre
counted[dmonglthel813).[TheVilna
Gaonl[goints[dutlthatlthe[gluralfbrm
is(uked[ohe[timelahd[the [singularfdrm
is[uked[id [the [okher[chse. [This, [hk [shys,
alludes[to [ two L different[aspects[bf
thesel[grohibitions. [t [i$ [fbrbidden[tb
add[tb[drlsubtract[from[d[garticular
mitzva[[for[dxample,[dne[dhay[dot
take (Mlspecies[drBlspecies[dnSukkot
fordheHulfillmentLbf[the [initzva Lbf
"Lulav[&[Btrog".[NMor[hay[dneladd[dr
subtract[to [the [tbtal [df[the[thitzvot.
Toltteat[alRabbinic [mhitzvalak[alTorah
law, Lor[vice[versa,[Liwould[Cbe[hn
example[dflthe[dther[akpect[dflthese
prohibitions.

Thelspiritldflthese[plrohibitions[(ifnbot
theldctual[definitions) LWouldLihclude
treating[(dnd/or[téaching) AICHUMRA
as[f[it[Were[dequired,[drMice[Mersa
(claimingdthatldsomething[that[lis
prohibitedds[T'only"[ChLkhumralbr
custom).[JAside [ from [people Cwho
intentionally [db [this[(Yery Wrong), [ilid
morelcbmmon[tb [fihd [people doing[it
one[Way[dr[the[dther[ihadvertently,
either[Jbecause[]of[Jignorance[Jor
because [ bfl h[kincere[{but[klightly
misguided) [desire[lto[Jenhance[khe
observance[] of ] mitzvot.[] This[ is
especially (important[for[parents[dnd
teachersloflybung(children.

Don’t[shy[ASUR [iflyoulrhean, [skrictly
speaking[illisn’t[attually fdrbidden, bt
itCisC¢onsidered[A[proper[thing[to

abstain [for [doing[duch[And[Huch.[Ik
sounds[inore[domplicated, (But[ik[ik
more[“honest”[ahd[therefore[if[id[the
morel[properay[th[tFansmit[Torah
to your childrenJ and[] students.
(Obviously,[lwhen[hLkhildCis[Cvery
young, [You[Have [to [dimplify Lthatters.
Butldon'tfbrget[tbubgradethelchild's
levelLdf[dnderstanding[ds[Bel[drlshe
growslalder.)

Levi[Btcond[Aliya
36[plsukim 4540

Oncell again,l Moshell emphasizes
thattheOmitzvotOareOdmeantOtolbe
keptnlEretzllYisrael. (This[notldnly
applies[td[[hnd[rklated[mitzvot, [butltd
thelehtirelrdngelofmitzvot.)

Thereliks[tepeated[teferencelin[the
bookLbf[D'varim,[And Céspecially Cin
Parshat[Wa'etchanan,[tb[Bretz[Yisrael
being[MHE[rkason [fr[durbhvingbken
taken Cout[bf[Egypt, [ HormedLinto[ 4
Nation,[hnd[kiven[the[Torah[Chnd

mitzvot.

Prolongedlekile(bhsthughtuk[that[the
Torah[can[Be [lept, [chust[He Kept, [do
matter [Where[alJéw[fihds[himself.[This
waslohelofltheréasons[that[theTorah
was [glven [ak[Sinai, [prior [tb [entry [idto
the[dland.[COn[dhelbther[hand,Cone
shouldChot[lose[ bight[bfl the[Hact,
repeated[dften[By[Moshe[Rabeinulih
D'varim,[that[G [d[hhs[always[idtended
us[doLdbserve[His[hitzvot [LINLCTHE
LANDLOF[ISRAEL.[Arel[therelthore
mitzvotltdkkep[id [Sraellthandutside?
YES.[ButCinaybe [nore[3ignificantly,
every[initzva[1llé¢ven[dhose[fhat[dre
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performed[AllCbver[the[World,[tan
reach[their(Jull Cpotential LONLY Lin
Israel.[This[i3 [allthessage[that[dach[df
us[has[to[tealize,[ linderstand,Cand
internalize.[Then[Welhust[spread[this
message [tb [fAmily [ahd [fliends[abroad
who[feel[that[they[Thave[dverything
weldeed[to[Be[flllyJewish"[ih [their
respective[] religious[] communities
around[the[vorld. CAND [the[ital
significance[df[Torah LAND [krael[to
our[ives[dsJews[thust[Bethught[to
those[ess[dommitted[Jews[herelin
Israellahd(abroad.

On[thelCbther[hand,Cve[hust[hot
forget[thatUsrael(today[is[hot[the
realization [df[The [Dream, But(rhther(al
stepLon[Hhe[Hoad[do[the[Complete
Redemption,[the [destoration[df[Zion
and[Jkerusalem,[the [debuilding[dfLthe
Beit[HaMikdash,[dnd[the [ doming[ &f
Mashiach. [T his[ilea[Helps[ds[defocus
after[thelthourning[period[that[dnds
with[Ckhe Ol 0thCbf(CJAv, ChndCis[Chn
appropriate[theme[{o[disherin[the
periodloflcbnsolationlahdMshuva.

Welmustbelcarefulltodpreserve
andlperformltheldmitzvotdbecause
(amongl otherlreasons)litl is the
mitzvotlthatlprojectudaismbhsthn
intelligent0religionOtoOthelnations
ofl thel world.0 ThisO in0 turn,
sanctifiesl GId's0 Name.OWelmust
belinfinitelylcarefulltoremember
andOtransmitOtodourOchildren,Othe
"SinailExperience".

Moshel describesll forll thell new
generationl thell detailsl ofll Matan
Torah.O Hel includesl all specific
warningll againstl thell potentially
idolatrouslthoughtsficausedbylkhe

combinationl ofll thell magnificent,
tangibleluniverselinbwhichOwvelive
andlthelnvisible,dntangibledGOd.

ALprimaryLtause[bflidolatry[is[the
naturalChuman[Ckendency (ko[ Frelate
better[tb[sbmething[doncrete, [dsible,
tangible[] rather[] than[] something
abstract[and[ihtangible.[The[Suns[ih
the[sky. [f's[(hbt, [fll [dflehergy, [glves[uk
light, [and [suistains [Tife [als (e [Mnow it.
Peoplefound[Sun[WorshipLéasier[to
acceptlthan[the[Worship[df[He[MVho
created[the[Sun[dnd[dverything[dlse,
but[dannot[Helsken.[TruelWorship [df
the[@®nelG [dlWas[What[Avraham[ahd
Saralthughtlohany[people.[And, [ak[DR
LAGOYIM, [allisht[unto [the [nhtions, [if
islwhatWelalelslipposed[tdtéachlahd
showl(theWorld.

GldOhadOtakenlusboutloflEgyptlin
orderltolmakelusOHisONation.OHe
gotlhngrylhtline,kaysMoshe,lhnd
torbadell mel toll enterd thel Land.
Again,0IMoshelwarnsthelPeople
againstdabandoninglthelcovenant
withll GOdO afterl hisD (Moshe's)
passing.

[P> 4:250016)]0Thelnextdportion
islreadlon0Tish'allb'Avmorning...
In0 spitel ofll thell manyl warnings
againstdolatry,IMoshelprophesies
(predicts)dthatOtheredwilllcomela
time0whenOthelPeopledwilllturn
fromIGdhndbelkxileddromtheir
Land.OIt0OwilllthenOcomeOtoOpass
thatltheOPeoplelwilllseekloutOGOd
andll returnll tol Him.0 Moshe
emphasizesltheluniquenesslbflthe
PeoplelofllIsraellandOtheirlspecial
relationshipl withd GO0 and
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beseecheslthelPeopleltoldremain
faithfulltolTorahfhndmitzvot.IOne
canlhearlalpleadingllinbhisOvoice,
aslifthelisbegginglthelpeoplelnot
toll goll inl thel directionl ofll his
prophecy.

This[theme s bftlrkpeated[In[the
Torah.[DolWhat LG [d[Asks[bf[You.
Don’t[urn[@way rom [Him. LIfYou
remain[faithful Cko[Him,wonderful
things[Will[(HBappen [t [@nd [fbr [you. [T
youlturn[hway [from[Him, [ terrible
things[Willhhppen.MouWill [thirn [alvay
fromHim;terrible things[Will(Happen;
and[thenlybuWillltdirn [bhck ftd Him...
The[Torahkkepslpresenting[this[td Uk,
many [dimes.[Sometimes[it [k [Tbng[&
heavy[L1(Tochacha)[JandClsometimes
shorter[Chnd[Childer.CJAnd Bve[tead
through[thelehtireMorah[id alykarahd
weldead[the[Torah[year[dfter[year,
and[We[Hear[the[drophecies[and[the
challengesahdthelcbmmandments.

Shhlishi[IThird[Aliya
9 [plsukim (144 | [49

[P> 4:41009)]0Althoughlthelcities
oflrefugebwilllhotunctionlhskuch
untillconquestlandOsettlementlof
EretzlYisrael,IMoshel(withOenthul
siasm0tolldo0G[d'sObidding,0even
thoughlhelknowsOwhat'sOcoming
soonlthereafter)ldesignatesthel3
citiesonlthelEastBank[IBetzerlin
thel Mishorll Wildernessl areal for
Reuven,IRamotlinlthelGil'adlrea
forlGad,landGolanlinlthedBashan
arealforMenashe.

Thesel (thell mitzvotOaboutdtodbe

presented)dwereltaughtlbyMoshe
toll thell Peoplel followingll the
ExoduslinlthellandsOonOthelEast
Bank[bfltheJJordan.

(Notelthe[detaillih[the[description [df
thelldcationldflthelpeople,the rkpetil]
tion[df(their[successes[ih[donquering
the["kast[Bank"[Idnds. dt[skems[oheant
tolbklehcouragingltdlthe pkople.)

V'zot[ HaTorah... kaidwhen
theTorahUis (lifted, Clcomes Clfrom
D'varim[4t44.0d [the[Slddur, the Words
AL[PITHASHEM[B'YAD[MOSHE[dre
added.[Thatlphraselappearsfdurltimes
in[Bamidbar, [but[9t23 [skems[td[belthe
one[fdlom Mhich [didftdken.

R'VI'l[IEburth[Aliya
| 8[plsukim (15t | (T8

[P> 5:1005)]0Moshellbeginslthe
reviewlofmitzvotOwithOalrestatel
mentloflithelAseretOHaDibrot.0He
emphasizeslthatOtheDCovenantlat
SinaillwasnotOjustObetweend GId
andlthelpreviouslgeneration,Obut
betweenlGIdOandOalllgenerations
ofJewsltoltome.

MitzvaWatch

Theld most[] welllkhown [ difference
between[the[tWo[pkesentations[dflthe
Aseret[HaDidrotlid[Shabbat's[[Shamor
v'Zachor".[(Seelmoreloh[phges2B[214.)
Generally,[MZachor"[$[ihterpreted[ds
referring[th [the[Jositive [thitzvot[dnd
aspects[df[Shabbat, hereas[[Shamor"
islalcbmmand[tb [preserve[Shabbat bl
notViolating[the Lprohibitions.[The
traditional Lhinimum Loflwo[Shabbat
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candles[(hlthough[dneldandlelshtisfies
the[halacha),[Are[3aid[fo[tepresent
these[tio[facets[df[Shabbat. [It[i$[this
intertwined Chature[Cbfl the[positive
aspects[dfShabbatlahdl[its [pfohibitions
that[3Cresponsible" fbr[Kiddush[dn
Friday Chight[being[bbligatory[lipon
women.[Rather[than [tFeat[Kiddush[ak
alureTtimel[rklated[Positive Lthitzva"
whichCvould[{probably) Cinean[that
women [Would[belekempt[(as[they[ale
fromdthe[dmitzvalJof[1Sukka, [for
example), (Weview[Kiddush [ak [phrt[df
thelvhole[Bhabbat[package,[vhich
means[ullLand Céqual Cobligation Hor
men[dndWvomen.[The[dwodides[df
Shabbat[Wvere[¢ommanded [(B'DIBUR
ECHAD ahdlatelidseparable.

On[d[Hashkafallkvel, [Weldan[seelthe
prohibitions[ofShabbat[asmorelthanal

restrictive dist CbfCDON’Ts.[[Absten[]

tion[drom[Melachaltan[be[3een[as
Dayan[ Grunfeld [ 2"ILputslit[in The
Sabbath [ TTas[aying [ G[d's[§ifts Cbf
creative [dctivity [tb [s (At (His [feet[(ko
toldpeak)lih[Homage[to [the[Treator
and[Master [3f[All.[This, [dn[ddeekly
basis, [so [that e [Will (dot [thke[these
gifts[fbrlgranted[dor@ksumelthat[dur

abilities[Jand(talents[are[selflpro ]

duced.[There[k[a[3ubtle[difference
between[Inot[]doing[IMelachal[Jand
abstaining[] from[] Melacha.[] If L] we

understandChndChppreciate[the [ His[]

tinction,[dur[Shabbat[dbservanceland
enjoymentlcan[bkgteatlylehhanced.

MitzvaWatcch

Thed Aseretl]d HaDibrot[l in(1 Yitro
contains[14 [df[the[d] 3[hitzvot.[(TThe

2ndL¢ommandment[has[Hour[prohil]

bitions[rklated[tblidolatry, [the [4th [hhs
two [thitzvot[delated[tb [Shabbat,[dnd

oneleach[ftom[theldther[8.)[Thel[first
9lcbmmandments [id Ma'etchanan(cbn[]
tain[the[3ame[] 3iitzvotLas[ their
counterparts[ih[Yitro.[Those[rhitzvot
areldounted[ffom[Yitro.[The[10th[i}
worded[] differently[] here[Jand[is
counted [ keparately[{in[hddition[to
"Thoulshalt[Cnot[covet") Las[the
prohibition[bf[T'lustChndClinhealthy
desire" [416,L266[5:18].[Although
the[first[part[dflthe[tbnth [dommand[]
ment[dses[the[term IO [TACHMOD
(covet),[thelskcond[partlihtroduces(al
new(térm[Which[dealsekclusively [With
thoughts[and[fkelings;[its[dounterpart
inLYitroCinvolvesChetingCon[those
feelings. V'LOLTIT'AVEH[ih&lWay,
completes[dlset[dflgrohibitions,[that
starts Lwith Cbbviously Lkinful Chets[1]
murder,[dtealing,[dtc.[Ho [d[feeling[ih
the[heart[LILOLCTTACHMOD) which
can,lahdloften(dbes, [dad[tdattsmhich
are[dmilder",[But[donetheless MprobL]
lematic".[Bor[dxample, [f[d[Person[i
jealous[dflalftiend's[plocket[domputer,
and[cbmments[about[i[dften[ehough,
thelfriend[chightlist[feel luncomfort[]
able[dnough[tb[dive [it[tb[the[jkalous
friend.[Nothing[wvrong,Lper[ke,[n
complimenting[domeone's[BC, [But[ih
this[chse[itllid[phrtcfthe[plohibition[df
LOMACHMOD.[And MLOMIT'AVEH
is(the[fkelings[dvenWithout[dnything
elselbhppeninglasalrésultlcfithelehvy.

ThelAseretl HaDibrotOlayOoutlin
thelfollowinglmanner:

[S>5:60 (5)] Anochill andld Lo
Yihlyeh’cha,lwhichBveltonsider
thelirstiwol‘dibrot”lhreltontained
withinll all singlel parshall s’tuma.
[S>5:110 (1)] Thel prohibition
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againstltakinglGOd’snamelinlvain
(vainl oaths)0 isl its0 ownl parsha
stuma. [S> 5:120 (4)] The
Shabbatllcommandmentlisfitslown
parshall s’tuma.ll Shabbat's
commandmentlshParshalP'tucha
inlYitro. [S$> 5:16001)]0Honoring
parentslisthlk’tuma. [S> 5:17{%)]
Dolnotmurder, [S> 5:1704()]
Anddomotlcommitthdultery, [S>
5:170 ()] Andl dol notO steal
(kidnap), [S> 5:170%)] AndOdo
notlbearlfalselwitness.OThesefour
dibrotlareleachlallseparatelparsha
s'tuma,bllinthelkamelpasuk! [S>
5:180(%2)] Andl dol notl covet
anotherman’sdwifelland [S$>5:18
(2)] andMohotlustlhfterthnything
thatlhnotherpersonlpossesseslhre
eachll all s’tuma,l froml thel same
pasuk,0andlcountinglasfalsingle
(thell Oth)ibraforibur).

€ChamishiiGth([Aliya
| 5[plsukim [[IBt 19[&3

[S> 5:1900 (15)] Moshell next
remindsl thell Peoplel thatl those
wholwerelpresentthtMatanlTorah
werelafraidl toll continuelhearing
Gld'sOVoicellandlagreedOtollisten
toll thell wordsll offl all prophet
speakinglin0GId'sINamelindieulof
directl communication.l (Actually,
takel all lookD atl thell pasuk right
beforell thell Aseretl HaDibrotOand
you'lll seell thatd Moshell Rabeinu
waslsayingltheOsamelthing["right
uplront".)

This[dpisodelid [drucial (tb [dur[under]

standing[dffthe [@hain[df[Tradition[ahd

the[inethod[bfL transmissionLbfL the
Orallaw. k[ ade[dotLdnly[Moshe
RabeinuVital Cko[bur[hearing[hnd
understanding[df[G[d's[Word, Hutlsb
too[ the[[Moshe[Rabeinus[bf[kvery
generation.[ThisLs[doHorLprophets,
during[thepkriodofplophecy, ahd (bl
the[Shgeslthroughoutlthelgknerations.
Weldan [day [that[We[Have[d[Serious
obligation[tb[dccept[Torah ffom[dur
parentsL] and[] teachers,[] precisely
becauselthose[that[stood[at[Sinaildid
not[Want[tb[Hear[G [d's[vbiceldirectly
beyondlthefirstltlvolcbmmandments.

Moshell emphasizesll thatl GId
agreedlolthePeople'slfequest.

Andl yetd again,0 Moshell links
observancel ofll mitzvotl withl the
onlyll properll environmentl for
JewishllifelMEretzOYisrael.O(This
ideall isll actuallyll expressedl in
THREEMifferentOwayslnthelfinal
p'sukimbitlthis[Aliya.)

Shishi [[8ixch[Aliya
22 [plsukim [T16t4 215

[P> 6:4006)] ThelfirstdportionHof
this AliyallisO thel firstd parshal of
SH’MA.[I"...HaShemllisOOne."0This
statementlofllJewishOfaithOisOalso
considereddtheOmitzvaltoObelieve
in0 thel unityl andd uniquenessl of
GId [417,A2 6:4].

Notel[that[G[d's[nity [ [&lso[Part[df
thelrhitzvaltb[Believe[ih[Him [25,Al
Sh'mot[20:2],[HutWarrants[its[dwn
mitzva[ o[ emphasize [ this[kssential
element[df(Belief, id [dontrast[tb [mhany
otherlréligions.
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"Love"0GIdDwithOyourlentirelbeing
[418,A3 6:5].0 (Manyll mitzvot,
JewishlpracticeslandOthelattitude
withOwhichweldoOmitzvotlareall
consideredlmanifestationsibfllLove
oftiGId.)IWelimustktudylhndlteach
Torah [419,A11 6:7]forlpractical
purposeslANDIpurelyforlthelsake
oflllearning).0Welareltolrecitelthe
Sh'maltwicelldaily [420,A10 6:7],
wearlT'filinfonlthelarm [421,A13
6:8]0andlfrontlcenterlonlthelhead
[422,A12 6:8],landlputlhMezuza
onlburldoorposts [423,A15 6:9].

SDTY: Thelmitzvalofllearninglandteach!
ingl1Torah!lcanbel fulfilled ! with| lone's
head, one'slintellect. Telll[Someonela Dvar
Torahl andl) youl] both[) havel] fulfilled
V'SHINANTAMUIL'VANECHA. U1But, [1tell
thatsame Dvar| Torah|inl an[_animated
waythatlshows Ulove Jof )G dand that
ignitesthelemotionlof'thellistener, So(that
hel notl onlyladds| tol hisl knowledge of
Torah, [butThis excitement andénthusiasm
forTorahland Mitzvotlhaslincreased, (then
youl havel fulfilled! an! additional 'mitzva,
V'AHAVTAUETU HASHEMIELOKECHA,
tolovel GldUwith allCyour heart (Sefer
HaChareidim).

Well canl] generalizel thisl] aspect] of
AHAVATU) HASHEM' tol] include all
mitzvot. [Shabbat, [ forl example. Someone
canl gothroughlall thelinotionsandhot
violate[the Shabbat; butldolit[with[love
andthat fulfills| V' AHAVTA, linLaddition
tolShabbat.

[S> 6:1006)] Nowlwelhrelissued
anotherl warning.0 You’'lll gollinto
Eretzl Yisrael,O havell big homes
filledd with0 alll good0 things,O that
youll didl not0 workl for...0 Still
rememberlthatlGOdOtookOyoulout

ofllEgypt...0don’tOturndawaylfrom
Him...

It[i3 [shid [that[allWealthy [derson [Has[al
harder[timelWith [fhith [ih [G [dlthan[d
poor[person.[Alpoor[personténds(td
turnltb[G[d [tb[domplain, (Butlalso[tb
express[his[faith[that[hisClot[will
improve.[JALwealthy [ person[kends
towards[patting[HimselfLdn [the[Back
and[aking[dredit[for[dhatlwvhich[he
should[Be[thanking[G[d [(Generalizal]
tions, LdfL tourse, [but[$omething[ to
thinklabout, nbnetheless.)

[S> 6:16040)] DolnotltestIGO...
(asl youll didl repeatedlyl inl the
Midbar).0Understoodlhsthelprohill
bitionlofloverlylchallengingfhlirue
prophetll and demandingl signs
froml him0 (beyondd whatl is
reasonableltoldeterminebhislclaim
aslhltruelprophet) [424,L64 6:16].
Keepl thell mitzvot...0 bel straight
withOGId...OsolthatOthingsOwilllbe
goodlforlyoullindEretzl Yisrael...
(thereltOslhgain!)

[S> 6:20006)] Whenlyourlchild
willlasklyoultomorrow...Otelldhim
“wellwerelblavestolPar’olinEgypt
andU GIdOtookOusOout...0and0He
commandedlus...lhndMthwillldolus
goodolisten...

Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
| I [plsukim [IIZ¢ | CTI

[S>7:1011)] Finally,0Mosheltells
thel Peoplell thatll thell nationsl in
Eretzll Yisraell whoml well will
encounterfhrellmightierlthanOsrael.
ButlGOdOwilllgivelOthemOoverlinto
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Israel'sthands.OWelhrellrequiredto
destroylthell'SevenNations" [425,
A187 7:2],0notOtolshowlmercylito
idolatersll inl thell Land [426,L50
7:2],0and0certainlynotOtoldinterl
marrylwiththem [427,L52 7:3]or
anylbtherhonlews.

Regardless[df[how[decure[dnelikLih
one's[Belief,[ihtermarriage[dnd[dther
close[dontact[With[@lien[dultures [Will
have[ah [ddverse[dffectlupon[the[ihdi[]
vidual Jéw[and[dn[the[Jewish[Reople.
In[dddition[do[the[Torah[pkrohibition
againstlihtermarriage,[therelakre[thany
Rabbinic[] prohibitions[] geared[] to
restrictlsbcial[cbntactiwlithlnbn[Jéws.

WelmustlOdestroylthelidolatryllin
thelLand.Welnusthlwayslkeepln
mindOthelbasisOupondwhichIGId
hasbuiltMHislrelationshipBwithQus.

[tisObecauseloflGId'sOlovelforOus
andHislpbromisestolburlhncestors
thatHethastakenusbutbflEgypt.
KnowlthatlGOdOisOtrustworthylto
keepl Hisll promisesl andl reward
thosell whol properlyl followl His
ways,hsOwvellthspunishlthoseBvho
dolhot.

Thelfinall30p'sukimloflthelsedra
arelfereadlfortheMaftir.

Haftarabplsukim
Yeshayahul4D: | [26

Firstloflthell7HaftarotDofConsolal
tion,O (alll ofl whichll comel from
Yeshayahu).0' Yeshayahull asll a
prophetlofldestructionlhndDivine
punishmentUforlfaithlessness,Ocan

belseenlinlch. 1OwhichOwasOthe
haftarallasttShabbat,lhndnlsubsel
quentlchaptersOthrough39.0With
ourlhaftaralthisOweek,Och.040,0we
seellanotherlsidelofUthelprophet.
GIdO commandsl thell prophets
(throughlYeshayahu)Otolbringlthe
messagelofllcomfortdandlthelend
ofll Babylonianll captivity.  How
appropriatelhlthoicelhsthemhaftara
forlthelBhabbatfollowing[®'Av.

Moshel Rabeinull expressedl conll
cernlthatlthelpeoplelmightdooklto
naturethndurnbvariouslitemslthey
seellintollobjectslofllworship.OPer(
hapshtmighthotbelhbadldeallo
minimizelburlinterestthndbtudybf
naturellandlOscience,ltodavoidlthe
dangersl toll whichll Moshell was
alertingliis.

No,OsayslYeshayahul (inl thellast
pasukl ofll thisl week'sl haftara).
That'slnotOthewayltoldgo.ORather,
"LiftDuplyourleyeslonlhigh,0and
beholdll whol hasl createdl these
things..."

The[[hnd[df[Idrael [d[described by [the
phrase[Mmilk[&[Honey" (20 dimes[ih
Tanach).[Torah[ik[described[{once)
with[the[phrase hbney [&ndilk.

<|0lpkayerlréplacementfdr
allhndfbwingWith [nilk [&hbney

Superman and Batman each have
one. So does a matador. CAPE.

InHebrew? 112202V
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DivreilMenachem

In[Parshat[Va'etchanan, Moshe[pas(]
sionatelylintroduces/the(significance
oflkeeping(theTorahland[passingon
its[ teachings( tol future[ generations,
with[the[lfollowing[ lwords:[]"Seel]I
havel] taught[] youll decreesl] and
ordinances,asHashem, my[G[d, has
commanded!Iime,[to[/dolIsolJin[the
midst(of(the (Land/which/youlcome to
possess.[ Youl shall safeguard(them
and(| perform[] them...[] And[] [the
peoplesishallisay],'Whichlis/algreat
nation[JthatThas[Irighteous(Idecrees
and[ordinances[suchlas[ thelentire
Torah! that[ I[ placel beforel you! this
day?"(D'varim(4:5(8).

This[| compelling!] edict[] is[| worth
repeating(/daily[in[ lour hearts[land
minds, [in[privatelandlin[public.[For
wel] arel] still[] surrounded[] by[ the
masses[] who!| denigratel] our[| Law
(primarily [ |Christians) [ land[ /by![ /the
millions[wholdeny[lus[lour[]Land
(primarily[] Muslims).[| Andl] also,
within[Jour[ranks, therelare[those
whol question[both[thel validityand
totality ‘of(the[Torah[and[thosel[iwho
cast[doubtlon[the tentrality of Eretz
Yisraellinlour(religious/and hational
experience.

Nolwonder[ then[ that thousands[Jof
years(later[Moshe's[clarion[calllstill
ringsas[loud[as[ever.[ Nolwonder
Moshel cautions[us[ both[to observe
Hashem's! Law( in[ our[ Land[land[ to
safeguard/its/very/éssence.

| another Tow |

3.4.9,10%,11,[12),13,[14],17,18

RabbilWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
VA'ETCHANAN

What(to[Pray/for

Itlis[alquestion(that everyl religious
person]hasJbeenllconfronted Jwith
andconfoundedby.[Evenlthoselof
us(wholarelnottheologicallylinclined
have(struggledwith[this[lquestion:
Whyraremylprayershotlanswered?
After(] all,[] wel]dol believel]in(]the
efficacylof prayer.[Why,then,lis[it(so
oftenlafrustratinglexperience?

Everylrabbil(myselflJincluded)(lhas
foundThimselflichallengedbyvery
sincerelindividualsfwhoraskthem(to
explain[thel[pointof( prayers[if[they
arelJsolIseldom[lanswered. [l Jespel]
ciallylrememberronelsuchrchallenge.

Ittwaslonlal Motza'eil Shabbat some
years[ago,[wWhen[llwas[stilltwithfmy
formerisynagoguerJinfiBaltimore.1A
groupLofCwomen[wouldCmeet[every
weekaftercShabbatfolrecite[Tehillim
and(] pray[] for(] thel] sick(] in[] the
community.IOver[ the[Jmonths, [ they
hadJ accumulated] all long(] list(] of
individuals[wholwerelseriouslyTill
and(] for(] whosel] recovery(! they
ferventlyprayed.

Onelweektheyraskedmefif1fwould
joinithem, lofferlthemsomewordsof
inspiration,J andJ answerl[] somel] of
theirCquestions. JOfJcourse, [l com(]
plied,deliveredalshortChomily,and
opened(] thel floor] for(J questions.
Although(T thell questions[] took a
variety[]of(Iforms,[Ithey(/were[]best
expressed(] by(Ithel]individuall who
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said,[1"Wellcry[lour(lhearts[out(lin
prayerlleverylweek, TandTwelfeel
compassion(forlevery[personlon our
list.[] But[] hardly] anyonel]becomes
cured, (and hames[comeloff thellist
only[when(the[personlhasl(died.[So
what(is(the [pointlof(prayer?"

IT] dol1 not[1 remember(] my[] exact
response, butCildolrememberthatlit
waslinadequate.

Later[that[week, I receivedlalhandl]
writtenhotelinCmyCofficeCmailbox. 1t
began,

"Dear[Rabbi\Weinreb,

InCalrecenttalk [youlsaid thatCmany
peoplelcomplainfolyouraboutihaving
said[Tehillimforrafriend'whowasiill,
butthatthelprayers(didn'tChelprand
thelpersonidied. Theylrasked if(you
could explaind thed point of ] their
prayers."

Thelwomaniwholwrote(thelletteriwas
alhurselin(thelintensivelcarefunitof
all localll hospital.[] Shel | obviously
spokel] from([] profound[] personal
experience.[Shelwentrontorsaylthat
thel reason(] people find[1 praying
frustratinglisCbecausetheyrexpectia
totalCJcure,andTthattheyneedto
realize that[there[isCmuch morelto
prayforlwith(regardtolalseriouslyIill
individualthanChisCorCherCcomplete
recovery.

HereJare’somelJof[the[things[Ishe
suggestedpeoplepray(for:[thatthe
sick[J personJnotsufferdJtoolmuch
pain,anxiety, depression,orlonelil]
ness;thatthelsick (personbelireated
gently] andJ with(J dignity] by the
medicalCstaff; that[theveins[of the

sick[Iperson[JbelleasytolIfind[1for
intravenous(] injections;] that(] the
familyhavelthe(strength(tolhold[up
under(thelstrainfand[to[not[abandon
thel patient;0 thatd thel correct
decisions,iImedicallJand[ lethical,[ lbe
takenbythelfamily, patient, doctor,
and(rabbi.

"Iflyoulprayfor(alllof(the[abovefor(a
sickperson, [youlwill(find [ thatCmany
oflyouriprayerswilllbeanswered."

Words[of(Jwisdom,[Ifor[Isure.[JAnd
words[ thatareespeciallytimelyin
thisO week's] Torah portion] of
Va'etchanan, ] which[J contains(] the
story[Jof [ IMoshe's[ prayer, Jand[how
thatprayerfwashotCheededbylthe
Almighty.

Moshelasked(thathe bepermittedto
enterthePromised LandofIsrael.
HisprayersCwere deeplandhumer(]
ous.[Indeed,thelsages(suggestthat
herofferedmollessthan®15prayers.
But,fas[Moseshimselfrtellsius, 'God
did[notl regard( his[_prayers.On[ the
contrary;[Godrtold him[hot[tolbring
thelmatterupragain.

Wereltheprayers[of Moshelindeed
notCheardatCall?CIfCwelpayl careful
attentiontoltheltext,asl1 hopelyou
willlthis[week, [dear(reader,welcome
toltealizethat[Godldid respond with
atleasttwopiecesloflgoodnews for
Moshe.[INumber(ione, 1Hel[Igranted
himtherability[torseelthefand.Notra
totalfulfillmentTiofCiMoshe's[Cprayer,
surely,butalgift, honetheless.And
numberC two,J and perhaps] more
importantly, THe[Ttold(ThimOthat[This
successor,1Yehoshua, Twould(Tlead
thepeoplelintothelandCandwould
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helpthem[settle there.[Alleaderlwho
is[] assuredl] of[J all competent] and
successfullsuccessorlhas(surelylhad
his(prayersianswered.

WelThave,[Tthen,JanlJentirely T new
perspectivellonl prayer..] We I must
pray(forlalgreaterirangeof(outcomes
andrnotrlimitfourselvestoraskingfor
totallsuccess.'WelmustIbelsatisfied
inCourOprayersforCwhat[JGodlhas
chosen(forlus.[Theoutcomesmay
bemodest, lorrfevenrinsufficient, from
our[mortalCpointsofl[view, butthey
arelsubstantialLif (e[ could[butLopen
ourlmindstothem.

Alwiselmanloncelsaid,['Bel careful
what[Tyoulpray(for,[Tbecausellyou
mightTjustrgetit!"CThertruthof that
humorousipiecelofladvicelisthatiwe
arelignorantCastolwhatlisrgoodfor
us.'Werdon'trknowwhatwelshould
prayl] for.[] How[] consistentl] this
messagel] is[] with(] thel lessons(7 |
learned(] from(Jthat(] scribbled( note
written[ byl al wisel congregantl many
years[ago.

Welmustlconsiderrcarefullyfwhatiwe
pray[forl1and[]expand(]ourl]listl]of
requests(tolcoverithelentire(fangelof
humanineeds.OnlythenweWwillfind
that(lit[lis[Inot(Ithat[1God! Jlistens[to
prayerslorrignoresthem. Rather,lin
His Owisdom, Heresponds[to[them
selectively.[Helsays[no"(to[somelof
ourlentreaties, butJHeJpronounces
"yes"resoundinglyltorargreatdealrof
whatweask(for. O

| It's 13 days later/earlier than itself |

| Called the Camellia Capital of the World |
| The thing to remember without remember |

UEBEHIREEEE

Well arel presenting|” a'] short"| series! to

familiarize the! public with(issues that our
batei'din, Eret; Hemdah = Gazit, [deal with
and theirsolutions ' (in[I condensed ) and
anonymous form).

CASE:[Theldefendant[ (=D)hired[a
distinguished law [firm[(=P)toworkon
althajor(project. [AfterPSentD(aletter
outlining 1 the[] work[] and[] payment
guidelines@nd D respondedipositively,
PbeganTworking for[Dlin February
'07.[Onematterthatwastaised was
that[billing[Wwould[belonlal quarterly
basis. [For[February[April[07,Pbilled
for[73,000(shekels. In June'07, 1D et
with members[ofl P;[oneloflthelissues
was[D’s[dissatisfaction[with[the high
fees.D[d¢laims [that[P(thenSet(the fotal
feefor[successful completionofl the
project[at[100,000shekels[(50,000(to
bellpaidlimmediately). JAfter[Jmuch
activity from[May['07 [until [ February
'08, 1P [sent[ID[alIbill[Ifor[1207,000
shekels. D [refuses[to[Ipay[theIfull
amount[with the[following[¢laims: D
didThot[signlaformalCcontractwith
specificCsums ofCmoney[spelled Cout;
thelagreementwas[¢hanged o havela
100,000(shekels[cap; Dlhadlspecified
hisCexpectationthat[al$pecific[senior
lawyer Would Handle theproject, while
helactuallyldid[little[Wwork;P[did[thot
succeed inltheproject’sigoal.

RULING: [The[ written[ ‘communical]
tion between[the P and (D, éven[iflit
involved[D’s[tepresentatives,[suffices
tolsetltheworklagreement between [the
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sides.[1It[ ] specified (] that[ | they[ ] are
governed By(P’slstandard [practicesland
rates.[While[D’s[tesponsementioned
his(trustlin(alspecific[lawyer’s[ability
to[succeed, [it[does hot[stipulate[the
levellofThis(involvement. Itlis[Standard
practicelatTaw [{firms for [younger(staff
members [toldo [mostJoflthe “work,
under[thelsupervision[oflalseasoned

lawyer.

Pl denies[theylagreed[tol changelthe
billing[procedure. [D brought Wwitnesses
only(tolthe[fact/that(helsaidlafter(the
meeting [ that helwas[relieved[ byl its
outcome, [ wWhereas[helis[required[ to
proveldichangewasdgreedto. Thefact
that[there/was(a(long[delaylin(billing
after[themeeting[ fits(well (with[D’s
claimButfalls short(ofiproof.

TheOmainquestionJis (iwhetherithe
delaylin(billing[is(a[significantBreach
ofl"contract. IConsideringthe"agreed
upon [factthat(D reacted strongly [fothe
quarterly bill[0f773,000[shekels, [it was
clearlyland[legitimately[important[to
him[tolrealizethe[thounting[costs[that
reachedlanladditional 207,000 shekels.
Whilelsmallldelays(shouldmotlinvalil]
datellal contractual [ lagreement,[ ithere
must[belsomel cutoffl point.[Wel¢on[]
cludelthatafter five (months [Wwithout
billing (Oct107),[Dwasnollonger
bound By theirWrittenagreement.

Even[without[alcontract, Lone has[to
pay[forworkldonelonhisbehalf,but
the [rate must(bedetermined.There dre
alfewhalachicmodels, none[oflwhich
fit[perfectlylhere.[Whenl[onel[is hired
butlnol ratel lis[ discussed,[ ‘onel pays
according[tolthellower![rate[ for[ $uch

workers[Jin[Jthefield.[[However, [ it
appears!/to[us(thathad D known how
much [ thiswork[Wwould[ cost[him, he
wouldl[] not[] havel] continued[] P’s
employment[(helalreadyhad full fime
legallcounsel)[$olitlismot considered
working[with “approval.[Tfl the[‘work
waslslated[tobeldone, hereceives(the
amount[that[apersonwouldpayTfor
suchafjob. Iffnot, heispaid molmore
than] expenses[] (Shulchan[] Aruch,
Choshen[Mishpat[B75:1).[Here[lit[is
hard [to [determine, (becausehe[wanted
the Cwork[done [ but[notat[the cost
discussed now.

Ourl(case seems(thore[similar(to (people
wholatesomeone(else’stheat, thinking
itfwas[fromtheirfanimal. [ The[gemara
(BavaKamall12a)[says[thattheypay
at(dlcheap rate(twothirds[6fithe[going
rate[1TBava[Batral[166b)becauselthey
wouldhave(fefrained fromleating had
theyknown "how[‘muchtheywould
have(to paylout(ofipocket. Inthis[dase,
whereIDhadTegal counsellonhand [t
allower rate[per[éxtralwork, (onethird
oflthellrequested [ Ipayment, [ Istarting
October['07,suffices.

D’sl¢laim/that(there(was mobenefit(is
rejected (because[ Pl helpedlinl certain
areas] and[] also[] madel[] progress
regarding[the[project, for[which[they
deserved(¢ompensation. [ The[fact[that
afterwardthings(did Mot Work[dut(does
notretroactivelyJerasethe [previous
obligation.

Separate there; a quintet here

| Moshe's youngest uncle |

| approx. 10,000 species minus 40 |
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THE CHALLENGE OF
MONEY: WAGES/AND
LABOR; EMPLOYERAND
EMPLOYEE [part 1]

by Dr.MeirTamari

Although(Ttheoretically, Tlabor[Jis[Jan
economic(desourcesubjectfothe [Same
rulesWhich governlatheresources, the
realityClisCthatCweJare[dealing Cwith
people.[Somowherelelselinthe whole
field[ofléconomicsisthe[@admixture[of
psychology, human Wwelfare, [€conomic
selflinterestland [the social (moral fabric
oflsociety(more[prevalentthanlinthese
matters[Jofl lemployeriémployeel irelal]
tionships.[] Ethics,[] morality(] and
humaneness|(transformlan/éxerciselin
costs, [ IsupplylJand[ demand[Jinto[]a
compound (] ofl I religion, [ ] spirituality,
morality, materialism/and €conomics.

EmployeriémployeelTelationshipCis[a
specificlinstancelofl¢ontracts[binding
freelJagents.[ ITheldiscussion[lin[Ithe
Talmud[[BavalMetzia,[[HaSocher et
HaPoalim]regardingthese[relation
ships, [precedes(thoseldealing[with[the
hiringloflfields, goods[0r Wwork [animals
and(all[thehalakhic factors(concerning
cancelation[oflcontracts, [duress, prices,
withdrawal(litigation[etc.[applies here
aswell. "Iflthe employerhired workers
and[ they[ wished[ to[ withdraw[ [each
maydolso];[theylhave ho[[financial]
claims[] against[] each[] other[] except
TAROMETJ [moral ] indignation[] or
communal Odisapproval]C[laborOJcon[]
tracts[] only[] becomel] valid[] upon
commencement(] ofl] work [ or[] such
actionsasltraveling[to[Wwork].[ Where
they[Jwould ThaveJfound Talternative

employment[learlier[ but[ now,Jas(]a

result[ ] ofl | his[Iretraction,[]they[are

unemployed, [the[émployer[has(to[pay

them [Jwages [oflJa[ IPO'EIL[/BATEIL

[what[somebodyvouldpay[tolenjoy

leisure]"[(Rambam, (Hilkhot[IS'chirut

9:4).[naccordancewiththe[symmetry

of Torah[justice, the same[Tulesof
TAROMET Candfinancial "compensal’
tionl@applywhen[the Workerstenege. Tt

shouldbe [noted (thatJthereJis[Jno

elementlin [thisrelationship Beyond(the

buying(] or[] hiring[] and[] selling[] of
services.[Thelémployer/has[nolstatus,

social(Jor[ Ipersonallclaims[]on[his

workers, Wwhile(there(is o justification

for[defrauding(the ‘employer, mot[éven

that( ] ofl I politics, | Iclass[Istrugglel]or

racism.

Thell determination[] ofl] wages[] is
conditioned ot only by supplyand
demand, ButlequallybySociety'spolit[]
ical,[$ocial_and[educational [structure.
This[structure[doncerns [profit(sharing,
reducing] boredom,] outsourcing,
employeel ] participation[in[]decision
making, [etc. Trrespectivelofiattitudes to
thesel Ifactors, [ Iquestions| lofl lworkers
rightslandprotection[will(still [(persist.
ThelworkerWwould(seem[fo[belentitled
tol Ispeciall Iprotection( Iregarding! Jhis
wages[land [ working[ conditions over
and[] abovel the[] normal(] legalisms
regarding/contracts.[This/is[primarily(d
resultlofThis[dependencelonlhisWages
whichmakeshim[¥ulnerablefodelays
in[payment,legalsnarls“and ‘sudden
changeslin[thelmarkets. [It[is[tolthis
special [protection[ that[Judaism[pro[]
vides[alhotable [contributionofl great
religiousand Moralimportance, While
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its[Symmetry(in[justicelinsists[eéqually
on[thevorker's[ obligations[primarily
tolrender lonestlabor(forhisiwages.

Halakhically,[alcreditorCmaybepaid
bothlinl¢urrencyand Wwhatléconomists
call'near[money', Suchashegotiable
instruments, (] goods, ] and “'bonds[J or
stocks.[] However,[] this[] ruleJ was
changed[tegarding[workers, "although
they[l arel] considered[! legally[] as
creditors.[ Sincel there[may[ bel costs
involvedin[the “irealization Cofl near
moneysuchlastransport, commissions,
ormarketing, the halakha(tuled[outlits
usel as[ payment[ for[ wages[ unless[it
would[beto the worker's[@dvantage.

Farmore iimportantis [the ihsistence(of
prompt/paymentofwagesaccording[fo
thel[custom, [ IcontractJor Jperiodof
employment.[] Though enjoining
promptpaymentofiwagesis phrasedin
the[Torahlin[termsoflaldailyiwage,
they(] also[] embraced[] weeklyl] and
monthly[] payments(] as[]thesel[] have
become prevalent.

Withholding [ ofl ) wages[ I may[ force
employees[ to[ldepend[Jon[lexpensive
consumer [ ¢reditlor(becomelentrapped
inlaleycleloffusurious[borrowing. CAt
thesame(fime, the émployerhas[the
benefit[JofT free ffinancing from[this
delayedpayment. Thesepossibilities
areJechoedJinJthe['Torah's Cpeculiar
phrasing[regardingprompt[payment:
"untollit[[wages] he[turnshis[soul"
(D'varim[24:14).['This[tefers[ tol the
robber[émployer,[sincelhe[forfeits his
life[ byl retaining wages[ that[ arel the
worker's[llifeblood; [lit[refers[to[the
employeewhose!life blood[Wwas, So fo
speak, [spiltBy[thiswithholding"[(Bava

Metzialll2a).

"Itlis[@[positive itzvafo [paywageson
timelaslits written, "onhis[day(shall
youlJgive[ThimJhis[Jwage'"J(D'varim
24:15).[0OneWwholdelayssuch payment
disregards(this[mitzvatlaseiland[also
transgresses ] four[] prohibitions: [ you
shallmotloppress;youlshallmotTetthe
sunl goldownlonlit[[let[the[day[pass
without[payment] (D'varim24:14),[you
shall[‘not[rob;[lyoulIshall[not[leave
overnight[the[Wwages[ofl alday(laborer
(Vayikral19:13)"[(Hilkhot[S'chirut(11:
12).0

TheBigll1 0

FYI:[Mhe[Aseret[HaDibrotlihMitro[bhas
17200wordsCJand6200letters. CdThe
version[ih[Ma'etchanan[Has[1189[Words
and[Z08[étters.

Wel know[that[the[dTorah[has[two
"versions"[bf[the Aseret[(HaDibrot[ 1]
onelih[Yitro[(Y) [dnd[d[decond[dnelih
thisLiveek's[3edraldf[ Va'etchanan[{V).
Welhlso[Chre[Chware[that[ therelhre
differences[between[the[tvo.

Let'sCtake[h[kloser[ook.[L{Having[h
ChumashUinCront[bfloulmight[be
useful, [ifYoulPlan[dn [gdetting [ihto Lthis
topic.)

ThedirstCdommandment, CANOCH]I, [k
the[samel[ih[dach[Mersion.[9[Words,Hll
thelshme.

Second[J commandment:[J 500 words,
almost[dentical. [Beveral (ittle[Hiffer[]
ences.[1PESELLTKOLOI T'MUNALI (Y);
V'CHOLIT'MUNA V). [FOKEID[BVON
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AVOTLIMTALEFBETMAVLI(Y); JALEF[]
BETMAVITAVV).BLEHILEISHIMY);
V'ALSHILEISHIMIV). Mast[Word[h [#2
istMITZVOTAILh[Both, Butlih [V there
is[@K'TIV, Mith @IVYAV Efter (theTAY,
evenlthoughlitid[dronounced [(K'RI)[aks
ifthe Word[Were[spelled With aIYUD [at
thelehd.

Third[dommandment: [II7 [Words, [elkactly
thelshme[id Mahd M.

FourthCtommandment[ IIIEhabbat:[ b5
words[Gh[Y;[69 Wvords Gh[V.[We[3re
including[the[texts[Here [With [tharkings
tolhighlight[thedifferences.

‘TR TRV Pavo B apeNoeThr i
TS T | BON BINRED nbbnNS by
B TIYE PN 708 TR0 9TEN 973D
INTIND TRYITN D b mmavh
[$'2%5 S72 mn 22NheTN TN

hotpTRn It ShoN (0 T3 1

‘TS oipazl WIS mEivn obo | ainb
SmeNTReD vk TShE Ty TP TN
npmNS Tty TR mEv cPavn bin
TRRITITIY ) | PP | I TONTRen

2P "2 Fsh e TN 7TEb Ml ibEh
Pz P TN T NEM SR xE oy

Not[bnly(ds[there[the [ZACHORLI]
SHAMOR ifference, [Hut[the (X [Mersion
puts[Shabbat[id [the[cbntext[df[Creation
oflthe[World[ahd[theM[vkrsionfdbcuses
onlthe[Bxodus[ftom [Egypt.[Welskelthis
reflected[ih [(Kiddush (for[leil C(Shabbat,
which[defers[to[Shabbat[ds [ZIKARON
L'MAASEICV'REISHIT,ChCkeminder Cof
Creation,CAndCAs[ZEICHERLCLITZI'AT
MITZRAYIM, [alrkminder [dffthe[Ekxodus.

FifthCtommandment[1[Thonor[parents:

| 5[WordslihM[ahd 2R Words[id[Y.[Here

is(the[W [Mersion[With[the[A[Words[that

are[nlot[id M[bbxed[dff.

CTEON T T PND | TENTTNY PINTTN T2

Ly | e 3t o
e 108 RN DTN TRIND

T teW | ibER

Commandments3ix[throughhine[dre
all[gart[df[alsingle [pasuk[ih (Hoth (¥ [ahd
V.[2+2+2+5F[ | Words[ih[dach.[The
differences[alelthe[cbnnective[MAYV [that
links[these Céommandments[in [V Chnd
their[thoreldeparate[Mook"[ih[Y.[And,
the[lastCiwordUlin Clkhe [bearing[flse [
witness [dommandment[(#9)s[SHEKER
inM[ahd SHAV[id M.

Tenth[dommandment:[150vords[GhLY;
|6 Wvordsih [V.[In[V,[4he[donnective
VAV [further[inks[#10ltb [the[drevious
four,[dssentially dinking[tdhe [dntire [Ibft[]
hand[Tablet.[ThisLdommandmentldon[]
sists[df[to [phrshiyot. Ih (Y, [ehch [parsha
begins[With[HIOTACHMOD. [Hirst, [it[i3
"your[ellow's[house".[In[the [3econd
parsha,[Jone[dmustlnot[lcovet[lyour
fellow's[Wife, (hanservant, [haidservant,
ox,[donkey[[HII [that[Belongs [do Lour
fellow.[Th [V, [the (Arst[Parsha[Prohibits
covetingyour [féllow's [Wife.[The [skcond
parshal(till [ithin[dommandment[#10),
changes[the ord[ffom[dovet [TACHLJ
MOD)[do[desire [{TITIAVEH),[dnd[the
list[ik[His[House, (His[field, [thanservant,
maidservant,[bx,[donkey,[dnd [l that
belongs(tblybur[féllow.

Wel[Have[dot[attempted[tb [elxplainahy
ofltheldifferencesbetween[the ¥ [ahd [V
versions[df[the[Aseret[HaDibrot.[We
are[jlist[dointing[dutlthoseldifferences,
solthat[youlrhight[He[rhotivated[tb[ask
or[desearchlthelitsue[dnYourdwn.[If
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youldo[find[@nything[ihteresting, (It [s
knowandwe'lldincludeditCdin[Ja
TTreaders[Feedback[tolumnin[3ome
futureidsueldfTorah[Tidbits.

Andlahother[thing...

Weldid[dot[rklate [tb[the [differences[ih
the[dwolvays[bdf[teading[ the [ Aseret
HaDibrot (IITAAMEICHAELYON [2nd
TAAMEICJHATACHTON.OTherelare
some[Bubtle differences vhen [that [k
taken[intolatcount.

Onlahother[nbte:

MostLbfl the[Jewish[vorldteads[the
Aseret[HaDibrot[ih[shul[ith(TAAMEI
HAELYON,ghe Clupper"[Botes Livhich
"present"[dhe[Aseret[lHaDibrot[ds[10
Statements.[Minhag[Yerushalayim LIMY)
is[flo[dead[the[Big[10Lih[Valekchanan
withCITAAMEICHATACHTON, Owhich
treats[this[portion[the[shme[ab[all [df[the
Torah,[le.[ds[30p'sukim,[dhat[$ound
likeChllICp'sukim[Cbound.[Less[fanfare,
which [ [the [point [t [kts[the [Aseret
HaDibrot[bBe[skenlahd[perceived[dnlthe
same([dvel 2k [the[rkst[dfthe [Torah. MY
reads[WwithCTAAMEILHAELYONU Lonly
on[IShavuotUImorning. LTThe[T"regular”
minhagli$ [tb [always [read[ih [Jublic[With
TAAMEIHAIELYON.

| The Dutch Elbow to Wrist counter

= Revenge often backfires in being
regarded by its victim as retroactive
justification for the wrong which
prompted the revenge.

From[YAlCandlelbyDay"byRabbiShragaSilverstein

AlCandle(byDay@#ThelAntidote®ThelWorldfChazal
by RabbilBhragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[atlD54[2090200

ThePuah Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologyin[Accordance with Halacha

MedicalSecrets
Diabetes and Shidduchim

Diabetes[isal common/ condition[in
which(alperson(hashigh[blood(sugar:
In[Typel1 [diabetes [theBodyldoesnot
producelénoughlinsulin, liflany;people
with[OType[12 [diabetes CareJinsulin[]
resistant.

Left[untreated, [ diabetes[ can[lead[to
somel] extremelyl] serious[] medical
conditions[Tlvision[tan[beladversely
affected,ascanlthelkidneys andlthe
heart.[Atltimes[it[may[even[be fatal.
However,[] with[] proper[] diet] and
medicallattention (manyldiabeticslive
alperfectlymormal ifestyle,[asTong[as
theylarelIconsciousofl their[ health
issues/at(all fimes.

'Gestational["diabetes'Caffects [women
during[pregnancy.These[Women meed
tobelonlalspecialldietlor(fakelinsulin
throughout[their Cpregnancies; Cafter]
wards, [thany(goback [fo[theirprevious
non!(diabetic[Jcondition.[[However, Ja
woman[Jwho[Jonce[Jhad[]gestational
diabeteshas al‘muchlhigher[tisk[of
developingtheltondition later[onlin
life, land [lneeds [ to[be lunderlicloser
observation[than [0therpeoplelinorder
to[preempt/its [return.

Diabetes[lis[becoming[Jso[lcommon[]
placelthatmany(seelit[ds[an epidemic
in[the[Western Wworld, ‘mostly[duelto
our[Jlifestyle.[] Thus,[]everyone[ can
potentially[] develop[ diabetes; ] most
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peopledomotlévenknow(they havelit
until(they suffer(someloflthemegative
side(] effects.[] Women[ who[J had
gestational( ] diabetes[] and [ therefore
undergoltegular(testingofltheir[blood
sugarlaremorellikelylto[tontract[the
disease, But(areldlso muchmore(likely
tolhavelit[diagnosedlearlylonland[be
able(folchange(their(lifestyleldndléven
theirTives.

Manylquestionsarise:[Doeslalperson
need[tolTeveallthat[she has diabetes
when[Jshe[Jenters[Jinto[JaJshidduch?
Doeslalwoman[whol[had[ gestational
diabetes[in(alprevious/pregnancy([in(a
previousmarriage]Chave[to[disclose
her] medicall] history[] when[] she
remarries?

Aslintanyloflour [previouséxamples,
theJquestionsare[ complex “and[the
answers[thust [telate [fo [@achindividual
case.[GenerallyWwelwould(say(that(if(a
personlThasgoodmedical “‘care “and
adjusts[Ther[lifestyle[laccordingly[Jso
that[shelcanllead[a perfectlyhormal
life,[thelinformation meed Mot bestated
upfrontwhen(she[¢omes folook forla
shidduch.

However, [since [ this[icondition[does
affect(theirives,andmay[limitfhem
in[some[ways, [it thakes(good(sense(for
alcouple[tolsharelthis[information[T]
clearly, Jwithout[Jblowing[lit Jout[Jof
proportion[] [T before[] deciding[] on
marriage. Some[ peoplemay[dislike
the [fact[that[their spouse[has[to[take
insulinldaily,[and(may(¢onsider[it[an
impossible(situationto live With. [They
should[beltold thefacts[aboutlliving
with[diabetes[Jand [its [ramifications

beforetheymakelanyldecisions.

Therelis[another important[ consideral
tion:[oneloflthe risk[factors[for[getting
diabetes(] is[] that[] it[] is[] hereditary.
Therefore,[someone whohas diabetes(is
likelylto[passlitlon[folat(least[Somelof
his[offspring.[This[is[obviously[$ome ]
thing(d[potential [Spousehas(the right[fo
know.[Whilelalperson maylobjectively
decidelthat[helcan[live[Wwith[al spouse
who[Thas[diabetes,[The Imay[find[Jit
difficult(to live[with[c¢hildrenwhohave
thesameldisease![lfor[two reasons:

Onel T Sincel thel decision[to[marryla
person[]is[ ] based[] on[] many(] factors,
couples[Jmay[JdecideJtoIget imarried
despite[ | known[] medicall! conditions
because]ofl Ithe[lexemplarylIcharacter
traits[in[theirprospectivel$pouse(that,
for(them, override(the[medical [problem.
Al personl | mayl] make(]allconscious
decision! that[ his[marriage[ partner( is
worthy[Jland['someonewithwhom[he
would (like to(liveland faiselafamily; he
therefore may( choosel tol overlook!the
preléxistingmedical (history.

This,[ | however[] true[| concerning(] a
spouse,[ may[ not[ bel truel for[ coming
generations. [Therelis[algreat[difference
between [ ldeciding[ ito[ ‘marryl lsomeone
despitelhis[imperfections,[and [bringing
al¢hildlinto[the[world Who[Will [likely
havel] to[] facel] serious[] medical
challenges. ] With[ the[right[]lifestyle
choices[] thesel] challenges[] can[] be
handled,Tbut[nevertheless Ithere imay
still[lbeUseriousJramifications for[ the
entire[] family] which[] must[] be
considered.

Second[TTWhileladults [aylunderstand
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and (] internalize[] the[] importancel] of
leadinglaltestricted ifestyle[and (being
verylcareful [about[Wwhat[and [(when [they
eat'and (how![theylexercise, al¢hild [may
not.[ Tt[is[not[ kol easy! for[ al child[in
schoollfoltefuse[¢andies [distributed [for
al tlassmate's [ birthday, andhe[may[be
unwillinglandnablelto say['no'.[ One
cannotldetermine(Jthat[Jsince[Jhe[lcan
handle[thelsituation[Wwell, [his[ thildren
will[have[to[ldo[the[same.['Children
naturally[Thave( lal Imuchl[ harder( Jtime
adjusting[toldisabilities, and[problems
maylarise.And[$olit[definitelymakes
sensel] to[] discuss[] all[] the[] relevant
information] with[] one's[] potential
shidduch[Wwhen(thetime is[tight,[since
this[may[ well havelan[impact[on[the
final'decision.

Praying[Wwith[Passion

Givinglmore[meaningtolour(T'fillah
OneWeek[atlaTime

Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author

BirchotHaShachar
(partlohe[litro)

,n‘g‘mg E e 371X 71 PR 7392
123 *12W? 103 TR
2% 1223 09 12 12

Translation:

BlessedCAre (¥ ou,[(HaShem Cbur[God,
KingLofLahe[Wniverse, LWhoLgives[the
heartlinderstanding[do[distinguish[day
from[night.

Essential¢oncept:
Tolstartlelach(daywithal

reaffirmation ldffldurlcbnnection
to[Hashem.

Insight:
Deeperltheaningsloffitheltheme

By[3tarting[our[day With[#he [Birchot
HaShachar,[dwe[Jembrace[Janew[the
worldve[Tive[ih,[dnd [(decognize[éach
component[ofiflak alnkw[glft ftom [G [dl

The[Mishna[B'rural3tates[fhat[ Chazal
formulated [these[blessings[{o[Be[daid
prior[tolkach[ktepbflburlpersonal
reentrylidto[theliving, [aktive World.

One[bf[the[inostLhotable[Aspects[ bf
these[blessings[is[that[they[dre[3aid
upon[thelhost[thundaneldf[durlday’s
activities[ITBetting[lp, [detting[dressed,
puttingLdn[dhoes[dnd[do[fborth.[These
hardly[Ckeem[ike[(kthe Cakings[bflh
spiritual Cépiphany.[Yet[f[ive [Were[do
train[burselves[to[find[IG[d[bnly[n
moments[dflskartling[Heauty [dr[Hreath[]
taking[dwe,[dur[dwareness[bf[ G [dlih
our[ives[Would[Be[vkrydimited.[Birchot
HaShachar[tkaches[us[How[tb[thke[the
normallife e llive[dnd [do[feel LG[d's
holiness[ahd[plrity[id [if.

InSefer MerechMashem, the [Ramchal
explains[the[purposeldfblessings:

“Before[dnelmakes[uke[df[the [benefits

of][theWorld...[Helshould[1.consider
theltlueldature[dflthat[gbod [[TThat[it[id
morelthan[listldlghysical[dnd[thaterial
pleasure,[rhther[it[dctually 3 [sbmething
from[Hashem[do[Bring[dbout[genuine
good[[Iman’s[perfectionChnd[kpiritual
elevation].”

Despite[the[physicality [df[this World 1]
OLAMIHAZEH[Iit [k [Bere,[dsing[dur
physicalsenses, [Ithat[Cwe[Jhave Cthe
greatest[ability [tb [thove[dloser[tb [G[d.
OurUsensoryllexperiences LI[MifClwe
channelCkhem[CkorrectlyThave[khe
greatestL power[{o[drouseburl3ouls.
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For[kexample,[on[Bhabbat[we[nake
Kiddush[dn[Mine, [Mot[dn[Tehillim,[even
though[Tehillim[Have thore[Holiness. [Tt
isC]ourOsenses] [T the[delightClwe
experiencelih[drinking[Wine Ilthat[dan
most[powerfully[stir[dur[recognition[df
Gld'slgbod.

Throughld ourl] b'rachot,[J wel train
ourselves[o[Becomeldware[dhat[G[d
created[thisLéntire[orld(for[his[ to
enjoy.When[Welldarn[tblcbmelcloseltd
GIdLdsing[durldenses,[durldelationship
with [Him[chn[Be [ak[broad[ahd[vhried 2k
theorldlaloundluk.

Visualize:
Bringing[thelprayer[tb[life

Thelife [df[alltivo [ykar [dId[3[tbugh.[He
wakes[p[ih[thelthorning[@nd Ibngs[tb
jump [ub [dut[df[Bed, [But(alas, (e [id[stuck
“behind [Bars” [ih [Bis [drib [Until [sbmeone
has[allmhoment[tb[dome [ftee Him.[Hel[i
chilly (ih Bis [thin [dummer[Pajamas,[dnd
willCdemain[doLintiiLdomeone[dresses
him.[He i3 [Hungry, But[Be[Will[dot[Be
eating[uhtil[sbmeone[fdeds[him.

Thelchildbhs[alldnglikt [df [nkeds, [but bk
is[bound[Andfrustrated[by [#he [hany
limitations[that[dprevent[1him[from
answering[those Cheeds[himself. [How
utterlyCgratefulChe[FeelsCwhenChelp
arrives:(When [Heldan [stand [p [and [dun
outside,[When[Bis[thother[dresses[Him
in[fresh[klothes[hnd [ kives[him[his
breakfast.[Bvery[day, [He[awaits [Her [ike
a[3avior, Hor[without[her,[he Lvould
have[nb [réal[life.

Although Cwe Cthink CofCourselves[Chs
selfsustaining, [lwe[lare [all[like Cthat
twolykar[dld[dhild.[Wntil(Mashem[ftees
us[from[the[Bounds[dflsleep,Ldives[ds

clothing[to[Wear,[dpensLdurldyes[dnd
sets[us[dn[alsktraight[dath, e [dre[lying
helplessly[ih[Bed, [Barely[dlive. CALdhild
does[dot[skop[tb[think @bout[What[His
mother[does[fbr[Him [But[We,[Hashem’s
children,have [dhe [ gift[df[B'rachot[4o
enableluk[tb[fdel[HisIdving[chre.

Takel¢With(You:

Ifyou’ve&ver[dacrificed [{ime,[inoney
andLéffort[do[Buy[d[gift[for[domeone
youlIbve, Youlprobably [did (it [dII DWvith
eager[anticipation[Jof[1the[Iperson’s
response.[] Youll could[] picture[] his
pleasurel]and [ gratitude.[1But[] what
happensWvhen[dhe [ giftLquickly (fhlls[By
theWayside? (Thelglver [Iybu[fdels[that
hisLeffort[tb [Bring[the [rkcipient[jbyHas
failed. (¥Why[bother?” [Youlinight[4sk
yourself.

Sometimes,[ ] however,[Jal] recipient’s
appreciation [demains [(fresh. (1 [think Lof
youlwhenever[ILdse[theldiftYouldave
me,” [domeone Lthight[day.[(lt[dives[he

solmhuch[pleasure.”

Theldaily[dhorning[Blessings[énable [iis
to[Becomelike[that[decond,[dppreciall
tive[person.[Blessed[alelybu,[Hashem”
is[dur[daily [recognition [dflthe [Uitimate
Giver.[Although[G [dldoes[Hotneed [dur
thanks,[] by reciting[] these[] words
meaningfully, [ we[] makell ourselves
happier.[MVeldnable[durselves[th[devel
for[dldhomentLih[the[Rindness[dfLdur
Benefactor,[fo[fake[An[Accounting[bf
our[diches[and[tb[ftel[the (armth[and
security [df[bking[chredfrlahdIdved.
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TowardsbetterDavening
andTorahHeading

With[thefirst[passage[df[dhe[Sh'ma
comingfrom[Parshat[Va'etchanan,[d
review [ofséveral(Pronunciation [Elags"
will[He[Hoth[tbwards[Hetter[davening
and[towards[better[Torah[teading.
And, [ [the[chse[df[Sh'ma, [the[rkview
is[dlso[dowards[better Hulfillment[&f
the[nhitzvaltb [rkcite[Sh'maltvice[dhily.
Threelfor[thelpliceoflahe!

Shulchan [Aruch [([©rach[@hayim[6ll:23)
states:[Onel[nust[beMneticulousin
reading[the[Sh'ma, [not[td [MSoften"[the
"stressed"[ettershor[1'Stress"[the
"soft"[etters,[and[dot[tb [ihterchange
theltWoltypesofSH'VAs...

Correctlrbading[of[Sh'malidimorelthan
justltheselissues...[as e Mlill [sée.

SH'MA:[As[ve'vel &xplained[in[the
past, [Ehglish speakershhve[alphrticular
"problem"J with[] consonant(blends
(a.k.a.Ckonsonant[klusters),[ because
they[dre[do[dommon [ih (English[dnd
they[don't[rkally [ekist[id [Hebrew.[The
SHAndXhe[M3oundsLin[Hebrew
should[be[distinct.L.The[3H'VALNA
under[the[SHIN[id[alvery [shortvbwel
sound[And[3houldChot[he [ dropped
(norshould[it[Be[dxaggerated).[The
English Words[(Which, [idonically,[cbme
from[Yiddish) Lshmooze[dnd[Shmear
are[good[dontralekamples[tb[SH'MA.
In[shmooze,[the[SH[ahd[M[sbunds[ale
blended[ihtoldnelsmooth[sbund.[Not
so[fbr[SH'MA, [despite[durtendency
told say[ 1 SHMA.LI The[Japostrophe
indicates [d[BriefMowel [sbund[fbr[the
SH, Heforefinishing[the [Word[{vhich

technically (Has[dnly[dne[syllable) [With
the[MA.[Sbltbo, [SHEMA[i§[the [rksult
of (oo [Ibng[d Nowel [dound for[dhe
SH'VAINA, [something[dpproaching[d
SEGOL.

The[Bwarning"[tb[avoid[dustering[the
consonants[heed [hot[be[ikssued [for
sounds[that[ Hon'tCblendCvell. CFor
example,ChtCkheClendCofCkhe [irst
passage[df[Sh'malwelfind[M'ZUZOT.
The[M[@And[Z [Sounds[don't[daturally
blend,[So[dven[English [dpeakers[vill
put[d[Briefldowel [dound[fbr[the (M’
before[dontinuing[With [the [ZUZOT.
Onltheldther[sideldflthe[cbin, Welstill
should[dot[dverdo[the[SH'VA[sbund,
giving[the[(MEM[thore[than[it[should
have[ITthe [ Jfact[lthat[people Cwill
transliterate[the[WordGk[MEZUZOT,
notwithstanding. [Tt teally [3hould[he
written[]as[1M'ZUZOTU (sol too,
M'NORA),J butl]l MEZUZALI and
MENORA[Are[3otommon,that[it
makes[M'NORA [(ktc.) Ibok[awkward.
Another[Jgood[example[for[this
warning[id(the Word [BRACHA.[The[B
and[R[Sound[ihelt[tbgether[do[dasily
(for[English[sbeakers) (Hecause [df[the
abundance[CofCBRCwords:[Cbrother,
bread,[1brain,[brake,[dbrim....dThe
correctl] Hebrew[] pronunciation
requiresLA[{very)C3lightChreak[{not
b'reak) [ after[] the[] BET/SH'VALI [J
B'RACHA.ONeither CIBRACHALInor
BERACHA (evenLliflgeople[Write[the
word[thatbwlay).

Apologies[(hot[rkally) fbrlemphasizing
and[dlaboratingldn[this[doint,[Hut[We
are[Jtalking[Jabout[Jan[] extremely
importantiWord [IBH'MA.
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Ofldourse,[Beforelthovingldn[tb[the
next[Word,[ve[3hould[dlso[+emind
people[hot[ o[ kwallow[ the AYIN
sound|[at[thelehd[df[the Word[SH'MA.
Thisislalphrticularly [ploblematic[pbint
for[Ashkenazim[Who [Would[shy: What
AYIN[sbund?[MVe've[Ibst[thel[guttural
sound[df[the CAYIN, Which [(dhose[df
Eidot[Mizrach[gronounceldffortlessly.
Wel(Ashkenazim)[mostly[doLnot
distinguish[Between [ALEF[and[AYIN.
Technically, e[ $hould.[But[Weldre
"excused"[] becausel] of[] linguistic
evolution[{madeldip[phrase;[dot[yet
Googled[tb[ske[iflsbmeonelpreviously
made[Up[the[dame[ghrase).[More[tb

come...
PortionfromthePortion

Prayland(PraylAgain

Ilsawlan[advertisementlinthelpaper
forCanCallDwomenCplayCforCJwomen
only,lin(the[OId[City,[about[thelstory
of[thedestructionof theTemple.
thoughtthisfwould’berargoodiwayto
get myldaughters(intolthel moodof
Tish'alb'Av. 1 called up[toLfindout
morelJinformation, Cspecifically, Tif(Jit
was/( lappropriate[Jfor[Ichildren,Jand
afterfhearinglallltheldetailsl1decided
toforderriickets.[Theyfookmymame
and[phonelhumberloverlthe phone
butCdidn'tJask for CanyCmoneyJand
said[welIcouldIpayattheldoor.l
thoughtithat/waslalbitstrangelTlwho
doesn'tlaskfora creditcard(number
whenrsomeonelorders(iicketsTbutrl
quickly(forgotlaboutlit as 1l dragged
my[] daughters( out(] of ] the[] house
rushingl themr through the] hot

crowded(OIdCitystreets.[Welgotto
theltheatrelabit[faterandfoundrafline
of(peopleloutside. Although(theyhad
reservations, [ theywere[notlallowed
in,[sinceltheir tickets hadbeen[sold
tolIpeoplelIwhollcamellon[timellor
early.[JAs[Jyoullcan(limagine,Jthere
waslallong(linelofldisgruntledpeople
wholhadlgonelespeciallyout of their
waytolIseel this[Ishow.IWeldidn't
wantto[ThangJaroundhearing(Jall
thosellarguments, [1especiallyIsince
wel werel told[ that! there[wasn'tCany
placeforthe OnextCshowallCthe
tickets'hadlbeen(teservedTTandiwe
hadnolchanceltolgetlin.[Basically
welgaveluploniseeingthat’show.

Whilelsittinglaround ponderingwhat
tordolinsteadloflgoingtolthelshow,a
friendpastby.[ ]Il remembered(she
hadsomelconnection(toltheltheatre
grouplandCasked(if( thereCwas[any
waytolgetluslinto[the[show.[1[took
ourl chancel meetinglasal heavenly
sign(that{lshouldn'tlgivelup(soleasily
onlIseeingthatlishow."Tol’makella
longlstoryshortTlwewentbackrand
managediorgetlintortheltheatrerand
werelallllgladTthatTTwelThadbeen
persistentlandrhadn'tigiveniup.

OflJcourse,JthisCepisodereminded
melaboutlsomethingfromithelTorah
portion(ofithe/week.[Atlthelbeginning
of JtheOsedralweOfindJthat JMoshe
praystorfHashemVA'ETCHANAN el
HASHEM...(0Wellare[ltold[Jthat[Jhe
prayed(toliHashemlas[many/times(as
theJnumericalJvalueJof U the Jword
VA'ETCHANAN. Moshe( prayed( 515
prayers(tolbelletlintoltheHolylLand.
Mostrofrusmighthavergivenruprafter
1000maybe 1200 prayers, [ butl IMoshe
keptlasking.Helwas(Very[persistent.
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Thislis(thekey(tolaccomplishment.

Andlyet,CevenCwith[all_theprayers
Moshel uttered,his[ prayers(arel hot
answered. Hellishot allowedrtolgo
intorlsrael.[ ThelAbarbanel askshow
couldlitlberpossiblethat alprayerito
Grd, T especially[1onell from[] Moshe
Rabeinu,’comelbackunfulfilled?

OurRabbis(teachlusthat[Moshe's
prayeriwasansweredIif notfully, at
least[] partially.(JIn[1B'rachot132b(Jit
states, [ “Prayer(is[better[ thengood
deedslsincelyouldon'tChavesomel]
onelwholdidCmore goodideedsithen
Moshebutlhellwasn'tlIgranted(his
request] exceptl) becausel] of(] his
prayers”.[] Moshel] asked[] for[] two
things1 “I1 EBRA...C1V'EREHIT (3:25)
PleaselletrmercrossthelJordan.Let
melseethegoodiland.[Hemaylhot
have(beenlallowedtolenter(thelland,
butChelwaslallowedrtolseel it (:27).
Helgets[tolseelall_partsCoflit._We
mustneverligivelup.[Welimust[be
persistentfandlprayandrcontinueto
pray.[Thosel prayershavelanleffect
onlJourselvesi]andllonllthel]whole
world."'Welmayhot[ knowhow, but
theyralways(do.

Sincel] Moshe's(] prayers(] are[] an(]
swered( by beingableto[1SEEthe
land,Therellis[]allrecipellforlIMRS.
SEE'SIFUDGE Man(oldiebut/goodie.

MRS.SEE'SIFUDGE

3[(670z.)[pkg.chocolatel¢hips
1/3lcupibutter

3[Tbsp.vanilla
1lcupwalnuts{optional)
4(4%5lcupswhitelsugar

1canlevaporatedmilk{124[cups)

Mix[chips, butter,fandvanillalinfarge
bowl.CInClargeCheavypan,boil (4%,
cups( sugarlandevaporated milk( (6
minutes).Pourlthe“sugar’and milk
overlchipmixture, stirfuntilCchipsare
melted;laddnutslifldesired.Pourlinto
9x13linchCpan.[Allow(tolsetlseveral
hours.

..analhippianebyy it

InCthe[Thst[Mishnal[df[Taanit,[Rabban
Shimon[B.[Gamlielltklls[ds [that[there
were[nb [moreljdyous[fdstivalsfid [drael
than[MUBbJAvlahd Yom Kippur.

In[thelrhiddle[df[this[(kragic"honth,
themonthOwhoseentrance[dwas
accompanied by [the [diminishinglaflalur
joy,Lwe[find[khe CimostLjoyous [ bf

festivals.

IflybuWill[ponder[the [vhrious[rkasons
forMUBIAV, lybulchn[stéelid[ehchohelal
messageldflcbnsolation[ahd[promise...

and[dy.

*[Th[the[dftermath[df(the "Sin[df[the
Spies",LG[d[ decreed[dhat[the[éntire
adultd maled populationd of[] that
generationshould[die[dut[during[40
years[dflwandering. [Nlot[dnly [Was[this
decree[Handed[down[dn[Tish'a[B'Av,
butlthe[Mentence"[Was[chrried[dutldn
Tish'a[B'Av[dachYear.[Tradition[tklls
us[thatlehchlybar[oh [the Oth [of[Av, [the
men[&flIkraelldvould[diglgraves[dnd
sleeplit [them. [Ih[the[thorning, Moshe
would[J announce[]"let[d the[d living
separate[from[the[dead".[Bachyear,
approximately[115,000 [chen [Were[thus
buried,[the[dthers [iVing[oh fbr[at [dast
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another[ear.[In[theinal [Jear [ bf
wandering,[Lhone[bfl the[[Femaining
15,000 dies.[Motldn[Tish'alH'AvLdve,
nor [the[dextldight, [or[the dext.[The
peoplelthoughtlthatlperhaps[theyhad
erred[in[thelchlculation[dflthe [days[df
thelmonth, butlwhen[the [filll [oon[df
Av[took[lts[place[In[theCkky, Al
joyouslyrealized [lthat[lthe [ldecree
against[the[demaining[then[Had[Been
rescindedlthrough[G[d's[hercy.[The
| 5th [df[Av[Was[thus[harked[ak[alday
of (Joy.[ltCnarks[the [kxistence [ bf
forgiveness,Lévenfrom[Yery[derious
sins.

«[MUH'Av[Was[thelend[df[the[skason
for[WoodI[ghthering[(fbr[the [Mizabei'[]
ach.[After[this[date, [the [power [df[the
sun[begins[to[ diminish[due[to[the
shortening[Cbf( the[Hay.[Since[tlls
essential [that[the Wood[fdr [the [fires [of
the[Mizbei'ach [(He[firee[df[Worms[and
insects, [it[(Was[feared[that[dfter[(TU
b'Av[the (ood[rhight [dot[Sufficiently
dry[dutltblavoidlidfestation.[Thelend
oflthe[WoodI[ghthering[skason[Was[ah
occasionfbr[special[Rorbanotlih[the
Mikdash, @hd MU H Av[Was[cklebrated
as[alfimily [{éstival (bl [those [idvolved[id
this[nditzva.

Notelthat[jlist[as[Tish'a[H'Av[ahd [(TU
b'AviWereldpposite[sides[dflthe[shme
coinlMis[alvis[the[Sin[df(the[Spies,[sb
toolake[they (Here [Tid [that Mish'a[B!Av
marks[destruction [df[the[Temple; TU
b'AvL¢elebrates[Wood[ gathering[for
the[Beit[HaMikdash.

*[Ebllowing[theltérrible[episodeldflthe
"pilegeshftom [Giv'a", [there [Was[alban
onmarryingUinto[d the[d tribe[] of

Binyamin.[This [ban [Was[lifted [dn [a[TU
b'Av.

*[Bor[allbng[deriod [dfltime, [dueltb[al
misunderstanding[ih[the [dulings[don ]
cerningld whol the[ daughters[] of
TZ'lofchad[$houldCinarry, [there[vas
little [dr [nlo [idter [thibal [charriage. [After
alThter(Sanhedrin[dlarified (dhe Dksue,
inter[thibalLmarriages[became[tom[]
monplace.[ThisCreuniting CbfChIl Cbf
Israel,[Was[dssociated With (TU[B'Av,
and[thechuseloflgteat(jdy.

*[Thelnhishnalrkferred[tb@bove,[tElls
usUthat[] the[young[Imaidens] of
Jerusalem L wouldwear[borrowed
white[dresses, [sblak[not[tb[elnbarrass
one[Whol[had[ho[dress...Land[they
would[dhncelid[the vineyards..[(Jo[that
eligiblelybung[ohen [mhight[chooseltheir
brides).

TheltWoliflems[mhentioned[above, [ahd
the[fact[that[there[havehot[been
weddings[duringlthe Mhree[Weeks [(br
at[Ikast[the[Nine[Days),[dombine[th
makeJTUb'Av[h[kpecial [ day[ for
Shidduchim [ahd[harriages, lahd[alttuly
joyousldhy.

*[Following[the[fdll [df[Beitar [about[&5
years[After[the[Hestruction[bf[ the
second[Beit[HHaMikdash[fon[d[Tish'a
b'Av,[Hon[cbincidentally), [the[Romans
did[nbot[permit[the[Bodies[dflthe[dead
Jewsl[tb bk bliried, b [alplinishmentfdr
rebelling[againstlahd[résisting[Rome.[A
fewllyears[later,[ Tallnewlemperor
allowed[blurial [df[the [bbdies. Mradition
records(that[this[Was[dn[the[15th [df
Av.[The[Bodies[Were[found[hot[Ho
haveldecayedlid[thelykars[that[they [dy
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unburied.[OThe[(BanhedrinCht[(Yavne
declaredlthis[alnhiracle[ahd[cbmposed
thefdurth blrachaldfBirkat[HaMazon (1]
HaTov[Y'ha'Meitiv, (o [thank (G [d[fbr
His[kindnesses, &ven[in[Harkest[“bf
times.[(3ee[RabbiSprecher'satticlefdr
morelahlthisftdpic.)

[On[EATUDB'Av,[Hoshea[Ben[Elah
removed[the[toadblocks[Set[lip [y
Yeravam[ben[Navat[that[prevented
the[Jeople[df[the[dorthernKingdom
from[traveling[2o ¥ erushalayim or
Aliya[[Regel.

Weldan[deeldnlihterestingldommon
factor[id lall [the differentadpects[of MU
b'Av.[Eachitem Lis[inCksome Clway
anotherldide[df[d[Tish'a[B'AvL ¢oin.
Churban[and[dxilevs.[d[Way [Back[th
Yerushalayim[] and[] the[] Mikdash.
Decreelagainst[Dor[HaMidbar[vk.[they
stopped[dying[dff(ih[the[Thst[Year[df
wandering.[Ball [df[Beitar [\s.[Burial [df
the victims.[J Sin'atC] Chinam[] vs.
reconciliation.[Andldore.

On[Another[hote:[TULD'AvLis[ the
deadline[dforplanting[grapes[(for
example) [sb[that[the[clirrentykar [Will
belcbunted (ab[the firstlykarofigtowth.
Halachaldonsiders[dhat[it[fakes[tdwo
weeks[for[thelplants[tb [thke [firm [Hold
oflthe[sbillahd[the [fbllowing[mhonth[id
considered [siifficiet[time[tb[cbunt[ab[al
fulllkar. [Mthe[deadline idlnissed, [then
the[DRLA[period[id(alfilill [three[hore
years.[Sbplanting by MU BIAv[[3aves" &l
year [until (the [ftuit[Will (Be [alailable [tb

eat.

TULDb'AvLtannotHallCdbn[ACSunday,
Tuesday,[br[TThursday.[This[is[ the

samelchlendar[alrangement[ak[the[Zkh
day[df[Besach, [Jérusalem's[Burim, [ahd
Yom[HaAtzmaut.[ {Make[your[bwn
"vort"[fdom [this[chlendar[fct.)

ParshaPiXx explanations

1% Upper[I2ft[i3[alplus(ahd[ohinus[ih [l
negationldircle.[The[Torah[fbrbids
(alfew[times) [adding[tb[the[Torah
orldetractingfdom [itl

4% Onceldgain,[the[Torah[tells[ds[df
the[initzva[ o Ldlesignate [ dities Lf
refuge[lIB[dn [the[dast[side[dflthe
Jordan [(AndBlan [the West[side).

£t The[MMUCHOTUh[the[TORAH[GNn
theldmountain[dstands[for[]the
repetition[df[the[Aseret[HaDibrot
(with [differences) [dnd[deminds[is
thatlthe[Whole[Torah[Was[given [By
Gld(at[Sinai, nbt[dst(the BigMen.

£& Mezuzalid[dnel[df[the[mhitzvot[ftom
Va'etchanan,[from[the[frst[garsha
of Llthe [ ISH'MA.L[The [ first[ltwo
parshiyot[df[Sh'malatelid [a[Mezuza
and [the[nhitzva[df[Mezuza idlid[ehch
oflthoselphrshiyot.[Probably [mMake[al
niceTTriddle Mlith [this, blt...]

4% Shabbat[] candlesticks[] represent
SHAMOR [ahd[ZACHOR.[Theyate
contained[BIDIBURIEICHAD, [id[che
speech[bubble.[[And[the[Hullets[df
these[ParshaPix[kxplanations[are
here[Jor[the[bame[Feason{just
withoutalspeechblibble).]

4% ThelRearing[ehr[rkpresents[SH'MA,
not[lstlthe[fhmous[Ldne, [Butlthe
many [fimes[the[Torah[dommands
us[td [ibten[(@Andluhderstand [Hhis[id
anlihportantlatpect[of[SH'MA).
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Thell warningl lights[] represent
Moshe's [Warnings[tb [Us[th [demain
faithful [t [(HaShem [and [dot [tb [Be
confused(by What[WeWitnessedblt
cannotltdtallylcbmprehend.

Thelbiglhumber[dnelidfdr[HaShem
Echad, [ds[Well [@s[the[dther[Jasuk
that[dmphasizes[G [d's[Wnity, [4:35,
...therelidlnbnelbksidesHim.

Thereminder [finger [is[for[Cthe
command[tb[never[fbrget[the[Sinai
experience[hAnd[to[pass[bn[the
memoryltbfilturelgknerations.

tt The[d Seder plate[dis[J for[J the

Chacham'slgliestionahdthe ahswer
ofLWelwere[3laves[ o[ Par'olin
Egypt...[Both[df[Which[ale[fbund[in

Va'etchanan.

t ThelSimchat[Torah[stenelidfdrithe

pasuk[ATAHOREITALADA'AT...
which[k[dssociated Lvith [Simchat
Torah[ (for[J Nusach[J Ashkenaz
daveners;dn[Nusach[B'fard,the
pasuk[i$[shid[dn[&ll[Shabbatotland
Chagim).

:2 Thelspeaker[ahd[ah[Xed[dutlvideo

monitor:[L1On[that[kreat[ Hay[ bf
Revelation ht[Binai, Cdve CHEARD
what[Qlvas[Haid, [ButClve [did[(INOT
SEE[dnylimage.[This[is[thentioned
morelthanlohce,ahdlidalréason fdr
Moshe'sLdeep[doncernldndvarn[]
ingsltdthe[pkople.
Thel(tlock)fhcelih[the[fhce[is [fbr
the[termCPANIMLBIFANIM, the
description[dfltheldirect,[ihtimate
communication Llof [1G [d[ lto [lthe

peoplelaflsrael.
Theld spacel] telescopel] is[] for

i3

i

i

i

i

Yeshayahu's[Words[dt[the [énd [ &f
the[] Haftara:[] Lift[] your[] eyes
heavenward[dnd[ske[Mhol[dreated
these...[JThisCkerves[hs[positive
motivation[] for[J our [ study[] of
nature...

Thelgen[i$[fbrlthe[S[RENs[ih[the
sedralAndChnother[(wo [U'FENS.
Not[do[demarkable,[But[they[dre
associated[With[the[+temember[L]
don'tfbrgetlthings[thatMosheltdlks
about.[Hence,[the[PEN[dear[dhe
reminder[string[dn[thefihger[ihage
in[thePhrshaPix.

Thenl[therelidlthelgrasshopper.he
word[K'CHAGAVIM,Oike[grass[]
hoppers,[hppears[bnly [kwiceln
Tanach.Backlid [Parshat[Shlach, [the
Meraglim[tbld[the pkoplelaboutthe
giants[in[the[Jand, (YweHelt[like
grasshoppers] (compared[] with
them)And 3o Lvere[LWelin[their
eyes".[] Commentariesl] point
critically[to[this[ktatement.LTThe
other[place[the [ Word[dppears[ik
Yeshayahu[[HO[IITkhe [haftaralof
Va'etchanan [ IIINachamu.[n[that
context, [#he[inhhabitants Cof[Earth
arel] calledl] grasshoppers] in
perspective[dflthe["One[MVholslts
abovelthelcircle[oflthelehrth".

Extended[pinky Lis[Cfor (1V'ZOT
HATORAH...[shid[When[the[Torah
is[ifted [dt[the [donclusion[df[dach
Torah[rkading. [The Words[ate fdlom
Va'etchanan.

Thed palmOJ isC] forJ the[] way
Ashkenazim[¢over[their[éyes[for
thefitstlphsuk[afSh'ma.

Thelthree[fingers[form [the[lktter
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SHINCAndUOs[the[vay [ B'faradim
cover[their[éyes[for[$h'ma.[The
threelfihngered[SHIN [dn[their[fbre[]
head[ahd[thelpinkyahd[thumb[tips
in(dhe[dorner[df[éach[dye.[JThe
names[df[the[five [fingersinvolved"
inlrkcitingthe [fikstphsuk[af[SH'MA
are[BOHEN,[ETZBA,[AMA,[K'MI[]
TZARhd[ZERET.Numerically, they
add[dp[do 11 18,[thelgdimatriyaldf
thatlverylsdmeSH'MA [phsuk. [BTW,
T'hilim[20: 1005 [@lgimatriyatwin I
A3NTR-ET MY Toen nbin o

Towards[thellipperlrightLtorner,
with[the[Bands, [i3[allgrain [Af[DAT,
representingthe [filin, mthich ate/is
an[OT LWhich We[BindLdponLdur
arms.[@r[Shabbat, Mhich[Welléarn
elsewhere[3[@An[OT[Between[GId
and[BneiMlisrael.

Last[ykar[Welbhdlalpictureldf[Edgar
Allan[Boe. [This[ykear, (We[used [rkp[]
resentations[df[three [df(hisWorks [Tl
Thel[Raven,The[Black[@at, [ahd[The
Pitld andd thed Pendulum.[ All
representing [the (Word[RPO.[PO[T]
meaning[Here I3 (ot [alrhre Word
in[] the[d Torah,d but[d its[] two
occurrenceslin[IVa'etchanan[are
significant.[Birst,[that[the[dovenant
between[G [dlahd[the Jéwish[People
is [dotfuist[ith [durlahcestors, [Hut
with[#hose (Who[dre[[HEREL{PO)
TODAY.OThatClncludesChs.[dThe
other[POefers[do[dhe[fhct[that
Moshelremained [With [G[dBO [(bn
Sinai) [td bk [tdughtall [dfTorah.

We'llléave[tvo[dflthe[dictographs
asUnexplaineds.

Pardha [Peints o Pencer
Suggestedlahswers

1) The Or HaChayim explains that Moshe knew
that had he built the Bet HaMikdash, this would
have caused problems since G D would then not be
able to destroy that building as a punishment for
their sins, as our Sages teach, and He would have
to punish the people directly. Moshe reasoned that
G D would not want him to enter the land since his
building the Temple would have been bad for the
people. Thus, Moshe pre empted this by declaring
that he would only go in and SEE the land but
would not build the Bet Hamikdash.

2) The Kli Yakar understands that these words
are not a new command but an explanation of the
previous one. The Torah just taught not to add on
to laws (LO TOSIFU). The reason for this law is
now explained: DO NOT LESSEN Adding on to
laws will lead to people not observing the laws
which they have to observe.

3) The S'forno explains that OBSERVE
SHABBAT refers to the laws of rest on Shabbat.
The next words, AS G D COMMANDED YOU,
refers to the positive things which G D wants us to
do while resting on Shabbat such as prayer and

Torah study.

THE JERUSALEMIINSTITUTE
OF JEWISHLAW

RabbiEmanuel [Quint, Dean
Lesson#(527

Did the Product Comply
with the Sample

A recent case that came before the National
Beth Din in Jerusalem and is recorded in their
decided cases. Mrs. Goldstein went to the Elite
Furniture company showroom and selected
from a catalogue a dining room table and four
matching chairs. She and the salesman agreed
upon a price and she paid him 500NIS down
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and gave him a post dated check for 1900 NIS
for a month hence for the balance of the price.
She pleads that she instructed the salesman not
to put the check into the bank but she would
pay him by cash over a period of time. The
salesman on the date of the check put the check
in his bank and the check was returned for
insufficient funds. The salesman sues for the
balance due and she counterclaims that the legs
of the table do not match the legs on the chairs
and she wants the salesman to exchange the
table and to correct the stitching on the
upholstered parts of the chair that she alleges
was poorly done and do not match the design of
the chairs. To bolster her claim that it was
poorly done she cited the opinion of her
husband who is an upholster by trade. She
claims that as soon as the salesman will correct
the situation by giving her a table that matches
the chairs and repairs the upholstery on the
chairs she will pay him the balance. She admits
that in the interim she is using the table and
chairs but claims she has no alternative since
these are the only table and chairs in her
apartment. The salesman alleges that she
selected the table and chairs from a catalogue
and these are precisely the table and chairs and
they were in the catalogue. He produces the
order for the furniture that she signed and it
shows the furniture that were delivered to her.
The salesman also denies that she immediately
upon receiving the furniture demanded that it
be taken back and her money refunded. He
alleges that this happened after several weeks
during which time she used the furniture. As
for the workmanship, the salesman alleges that
the design that she now disapproves of is the
precise design that she ordered but that there is
only one way this could be transferred to the
chairs and they did it that way. The holding of
the Beit Din describes the situations where the
purchaser can void the purchase where the
product does not match the sample. But in this

case he showed her the designs and told her it
would not be exactly as seen in the catalogue
since in the catalogue it was not shown on a
piece of furniture. As for the difference in
design she let the furniture into her house and
used the furniture for a short period of time
before she complained, this would constitute a
waiver on her part to reject the difference in
design. Furthermore had she complained
immediately the salesman could have
immediately picked up the furniture and could
still sell them as new, but now that she waited
and first used the furniture it would be used
furniture in his store and that would be a loss
for which he is not responsible. The Beit Din
found in favor of the store owner. The fact that
the purchaser gave her check and did not stop
payment of the postdated check before its
thirty days were up showed that she had
waived her rights to complain in a timely
fashion.

TulB’ AvEB-IVhylhelCelebration?

Guestlhrticlelby

RabbilkphraimBprecher
DeanldflStudents,[Diasporallyeshiva

ThellGemaralkaysl[inllTaanitll30b)[that
noll daysl werell morelljoyousl forllthe
JewishlpeoplelthanlthelFifteenthlbflAv
andly om[Kippur.lWhatlvaslbolbpecial
aboutlthellFifteenthlofllAv2[Therellare
severalll opinionsll inll thell Gemara.
Accordingliolbnelbpinion, [thislvaslthe
daylonllwhichllthosellkilledlin[Beitar,
werell broughtll toll burial.0l Whenl the
Romansll slaughteredl thell peoplell of
Beitar,[theylleftlltheirlborpsesltoltotlin
thelbun,butlbnlihelFifteenth[bflAv,ihe
Jewish[peoplellwerellgivenlpermission
tolbury[Beitar’slHead.[Therefore, [itlvas
alldayloflkurpassinglljoy.lOnlthatllday

theyll instituted thell blessing,ll HaTov
VeHaMeitivlin[BirkatOHaMazon.0GH
islcalled*Good”becauselHeldidnot
allowllthellcorpseslitolldecompose,land
Helslkalled‘Beneficent”,lbecauseltzd
inducedl thell Romansl toll allowl the
bodieslolbelburied.

ThislisOwhatlkhellGemaralkays.itlis[la
bafflinglGemara.[Canllvelbvenlimagine
thell horriblel] scenell inll Beitar?l The
carnagellvasllinbelievable.[Hundreds[bf
thousandsloflldeadlliterallyllinedlthe
streets.[] Youll arell comingll uponl this
catastrophicllsceneltollburyllthelldead.
ThisOwaslthelmostljoyouslday?0How
couldlhelGemaraltonsiderlthatlHaylthe
heightlbfljoy?

Tollunderstand(lthislperplexinglstatell
ment,OwellmustlputlthisdGemarallinto
historicallbontext.[Whenl[Hidlthelburial
oflthellieadlIn[Beitarltakelplace?[tlvas
62lyearslafterlthelldestructionlofllthe
secondl Beitll HaMikdash, afterl] the
peoplellverellirivenlntolbxilelhndlhfter
thell uprisingll ofll Barll Kochball was
crushed.litlwaslhfter(RabbillAkivalhad
proclaimedl Barll Kochball toll bell the
Moshiach.[Everymope,[bveryﬂ)rospect
ofll reliefll andl redemption] hadll been
destroyedlby[lthelRoman[tyrannylland
brutality.[Thelllewishpeoplellfeltlthat
thelAImightylhadlhbandonedlthem,lind
thatOHelnollongerllcaredlaboutlthem,
andlkthat(theylwerelhlihlone,ldeserted
andll friendless,ll andll theyll were
despondent.ll Nothinghad gonelltheir
way.[They[Feltlthatltheirlbituationlvas
hopeless.

Whenltheyllvalkedlinto[Beitarltolbury
thell dead,ll theyll sawll all wonderful
miracle.[Thelhundreds[bflthousandsbf
deadlbodieslhadlhotldecomposed.[The

airlvaslhotlfilledvithlihelSicklylitench
oflldeath.[Thenlkheylrealized(thatIG[H
hadllindeedlnotlabandonedlithem, [that
Hell stillll caredll aboutl them.l They
realizedlthat(theylhadlbeenlmistaken,
thatlheylverelhotlhlone,lhndltheylvere
overcomellwith[joylsuchllasltheylhad
notlfeltlinlmanylears.

Whatllslthelkreatestltonsolation?[IThe
knowledgellthatllwellarellneverllalone,
thatlG[H0sthiwaysltherellvith[kachlhnd
everylbnelbfllis.

AslKinglDavidkayslinlPs.0139:8,If
(afterildie)lilgoltolheaven,0Y oullare
there,lbutlevenliflilgoltolHel B heol
(fromlthelrootllshaal”olhsk,Dwhere
inquirylislimadelbfltheldead),lv oullare
alsolthere.”G[Hheverlhbandonsthllew
notllevenllinll Hell.O Thisl factl isl the
greatestBourcelbfltomfortlhndfoy.

CHIZUK #IDUD
DivreiTorah/fromthe weeklylsedra
with'a focuslonlivingin Eret Yisrael [

Chizuk for Olim & Idud forinotiyet Olim

Thelrhitzval[df(Honoring[dur[parents[is
mentioned[tivice[ih[the TMorah[[&dncelid
Parshat[JYitrolhnd[ChgainClin[Parshat
Vaetchanan.[What's[interesting Lis[the
phrasefbllowing[the[dommandment[ih
eachldfltheseltiolphrshiot.[MWhereas[ih
Yitro,[the[Torah [tklls[ds[that[Honoring
ourparents[WillChssure ClisClongUlife
...L'MA'ANLCYA'ARICHUNLYAMECHA,
in[JVa'etchanan,it[Jsays[JKA'ASHER
TZIVCHAHASHEMBLOKECHALI. [ak
Hashem [has[tommanded[ou.[ What
does[the[Torah[Wantlth[tkachthat[By
honoring[durlgarentsWe[dre [fbllowing
a[Gdlglvenlcbmmandment?

Most[people[Mould[grobablylagreelthat



they[feel[d[oral Cobligation[do [depay
their[debt[dflgratitude[tbphrents fbr(all
that[] they[] have[] done[ for[] them.
However,[the[Torah[Wants[ds[tb Know
that[this[i5[dot[the[Properhotivation
for[Bonoring[parents.[Most[likely,[the
Torah[Waited[Until[(Barshat[Ma'etchanan
when [the[Jéwish [Heople[Had[dompleted
their [fbrty [ykars[id [the[desert[tb [Better
understand [fhis[initzva.[During[fhose
years[ih[the[desert, [rhising[children[Was
easier[than[dt[dny[time[Before[drldny
timel[since! [Qhildren[did[dot[Have [tb[He
fed[Ithere vas[hannalfrom [heaven!

They[dever[Had[tb [He[giventb [drink I

thereWas[dlways[Water [from[Miriam's
well![Parents[hever[had [do[Buy[their
children[hny[hew[ 5hoes[br[ tlothing
because[hothing[éver voreLdut![And
yet,[ khe[JTorah[ktillC - demanded[khat
parents[1be[1honored.[] Clearly,[ the
obligation[Was[dnly [fo[dbey Hashem's
commandment[rather Cithan Cifor Clany
other[deason.[By[the [dime[theJewish
peoplelbad[lived[throughltheir[40[ykars
in[theldesert,[they[dould[dow[rklate[tb
the[itzva[dflhonoring[parents[ds[dn
independent[dbligation.

Whatl[id [the[dssence[df[Honoring[dne's
parents![HaRav[3$.R.[Hirsch[describes
KIBDULIAVLIVA'EIM s [1"the Cwilling
acceptance[By[dhildrenftom[the[Hands
oftheir[parents[df[thedraditions[that
they[ have [ faithfully[ attempted ] to
transmit[tb[them." [Rav[Hirschldescribes
Hashem[ak[dur[fther [Who [tbok[us[dut
of [Egyptlahdlthen [presented uk With[His
Torah.[Thellhtter[depresents[tdhe[two
basic[fhcts[ih[theHistory[dfltheJewish
people.JAlICthat[has[followed[lhas
becomel partLbf[ the[MESORAH [that
each[] generation[] of[] parents[] has
transmitted [t [its[children.

Parshat[Va'etchananlik[dlways[3habbat
Nachamu, Which [harks[the [Heginning [df
alperiod[bf[e¢omfortlanddonsolation
following[Tish'a[H'Av. It [$[dlgood[time
toldtopLdnd[dppreciate Ldur[Ability (o
freelyisit[dnddkarn[@bout[theldvents
and[places[ih[srael (#hatLdnake [dip[do
muchCofCodurJewish Chistory. [My[Rav,
Rabbi[Berel[(Wein, [dever[thils[fo[take
advantage[df[an[dpportunity[ih [Elshiur
or[lecture[fo[temind[his[listenersLbf
howl[grateful e [all (Have [tb [He [tb [(Have
Eretz[¥israel.[Mhose[Who[havelsbmeldr
alllofCheirCkhildren OivinginCsrael
shouldHe[MAKIRTOV[EbrLsiccessfully
transmitting[tb [them[the[ilnportance[df
the[hitzva[df(MISHUVHAARETZ. [fihd
these[thoughtsMery[domforting[dt[this
time [offlthe [ykar.

Dr. Ronald Wachtel, Jerusalem

W IDDLES!

Lastlidsue’s (D'varim)Triddles:

[1] Leader[dffobrmer(ihdependent
Communisticbuntry

Way [back,[dwhen[JRussia[Jand Ulits
satellite[countries[dominated[the[mhap
of[Burope, [they [Were[usually[dolored
red.MhereWas[dhelaHditional[cbuntry
in[CEurope[that[wvas[ tolored[hink,
which [mheant[thatlifltbo Was[Qommull
nist,[But[dot[dart[df[the[Soviet[Hloc.
Alllthis[[dthing[df[the [gast[dow [
both[the[Sbviet[Union ahd[its[satellites
as[Well[ds[the (pink" [dountry, Yugo [l
slavia.[The[Ibngtime[lkader [df[Yugo[]
slaviawWas[Jdsip [Broz[Tito, Mho [Was itk
presidentftom[1953[1980.[TITO LS Al
rarishCWord[{onceldn[D'varim[and

twice[ih[Yirmiyahu) [cheaning[(Cto [give
him" [{into [your[Hands [M[Heferring[to
Sichon, King[df[{@heshbon.[Sometimes
alWordGlumps[dut[dflthe[dedraldnd
says[MTriddle[nhe. MTOdid[that.

[2] Pinchas[deflected Wordslalr
things

D'VARIM[mheans[Words[dr[things.[Dn
the[lMonday[]of[1Shabbat[1Parshat
D'varim,[When [WelWould[usually [(have
read[theirstCpartCdf[D'varim,[ve
instead[Fead[the[TTorah[teading[ bf
Rosh[@hodesh[(incethat[day [Was, [ih
fact,[Rosh[Chodesh[Av).[The[R"Ch
reading[domes[from[Rarshat[Binchas,
so[Weldan[shy[that[Rinchasldeflected
words[of[things.

[3] sneer[akiskilalr[skilak[sheer?

Tolsheer[at[skildoesn'tlrbally [bhve[ahy
meaning, [but[do[Ski[dt[dneer,[does.
This[i$ [sb[Hecause[the[TMorah[tklls[ds
that[the[Bmorildalled[Mt.[Chermon,
SNIR.[The[@nswer[{do[dhe[T Triddle,
then[idSkilat Snir.

[4] Firstlofithefifth, firstlofithe
fifth

JustCan[bbservation,[turnedlinto[A
TTriddle.[last[Shabbat[We[dead[the
first[(portion)[dfthe[fifth [(book[dflthe
Torah),[ile.[Rarshat[D'varim.[Bor[the
haftara, (We[rkad[the [first[{thapter) [df
thefifth[(Jbook[[ofLkhe[Prophets),
namely YESHAYAHU Ciwhich [bllows
Yehoshua, [ 1Shof'tim,JSh'mu'el,[Jand
M'lachim).

[5] Unexplaineds

On[therighthandside[Jof[1the
ParshaPix,[from[the[tbp,[Welfind[the
letter [Olhade [up [df[Bvo[drums.[That
makes [it[A[TOFEL,[dne[dflthe[dlaces
(which [dommentaries[shy [Was[dot[an
actualCplace[but[tather[an[Allusion,
together Wvith [LAVAN, Lof[dhe [dom[]
plaininglahd[disprect@boutltheldanna.

Below[the[X[whichOs[below[the
TOF[Mre[thepicturesLbfL the [Bix
characters[fdlom[theghme, [QLUE, [With
the[focusLon[Mrs.[ White.[ White
represents LLAVAN{see[dbove)[dnd
the[X[harks[the[dpot [(BEIN[TOFEL
V'LAVAN.[(This[thkes[the[phrase[dut
oflcbntextlahd[changes[the [meaning[of
the[pasuk[to[I'between[Tofel[hnd
Lavan {IWhich [i$[dot[What[id[shys, [BHut
whichUlis[Clthe Cimeaning LofCthe [1X
betweenl(theltivo).
WhichUbringsLustothe[lother
Unexplained [ IIIthe[basketballCback[]
boardMith [the[number2Itbuching(the
rimLdf[the[Basket.[Both[the[dumber
and[the[dim [dre[ded, Mhich G [an [dId
reminder[df[Russia.[SoWetake[the
Russian Oword[CFor['two", Cwhich Cs
D'VA[ahdlcbmbine[il[With[the [English
word[RIM[ahd[welget[D'VARIM.



