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Although[dhe[Whole[Torah[k[the [prophecy [df{Moshe[Rabeinu, e vere
introduced[tb[the tbpic [ PROPHECY [id [dst Week's [sédra, [R'ei. [Actually, e
have[met[it[Hefore, [When[the[deople[asked[Moshe[dot th [Hear[G[d's[Voice
directlylahymorelahd[hk,[Moshe, Mould[téll [uk hat [G [dlwants [off [uk.) But[the
parshalid [R'ei[wWas[alnkgative [ohe [TiHlldeals With [lse [plophets, [people Mho [ty
toltlirn[uk[tbwards[idolatry.[R'eilcbntains[theWarninglagainst(beinglilhpressed
with[the[slipposed[performanceldflhiracles, [Wonders,[ahd[slgns. [Beware[the
falselplophet.

ButWhat[aboutltlueldrophecy? [This[Week's[skdralanswers[thatlquestion.Ih
Sho[ftim[tbo, [the[Morah [starts[With [things[Wethust[shun.[The[vhrious[Hlack
arts, [k [they(akelchlled, [the[dccult[ia [ifs vhrious [fbrms [{Ithese [ale ot [fbr [uk.
Welateltd [hhvelalstraightforwardlcélationship With [G[d.

Butldot[THAT [Straightforward.[We[Had[dur[dhance[forLdontinueddirect
communicationWith[G[d..[ahd[We[ldst[id. We[phnicked.[We[abk[Moshel[tb[téll
us [What[G [dlWants [df[us, [rhther [than [Hearing[straight[ftom [Him.[G [dlagreed,
soltd[speak, With aImajor [sétlofstringslattached.

"Inlybur[ohidst, [God [Will[skt[up [fbr [ybu alprophet ke [the [ffom [among[your
brethren, [And[it[i$ [th [(Him [that [you [thust[isten." [This [i$ [& [d's [deply kb [dur
"hesitation"[tb [HearHim [directly.[This[id[What[We[Wanted.[And[G [d's[ahswer
to[Moshe[When [he[fbrwarded[thepeople's(request"[tb [Him [Was:[MThey (hhve
spokenWell. [IWill skt [up [alpkophet fbr them [ffom [among[their [brethren, [ist
aslybulale. [Will[place My [Word[id [his [chouth, [ahd [he [Will [declare[tb [them[all
that[[lkbmmand[him." [his (SKOAMAR HASHEMEI . cont. page 4
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Word of the Month

Thelmholad[Was[Muesday [[August[ID) [thorning. [Mhree [l [days [[Ater [ [Friday
morning.[That[theans[that[thefirst[dpportunity [fbr[Kiddush ['vanadould
have[Heen [Briday [night, (Hut[We[don't[shy (KL [dn[Leil Shabbat[unless[id[id[the
last[dpportunity.[Therefore, [first[dp fbr KL [akcordingtb Minhag[Yerushalall
yim[id[Motza'ei[Shabbat[Phrshat[Sho[ftim,[Bugust[T4th.[Many [people (Wil [[shy
KL[that[dight[Hecause[dflthe "popularity"[(and[dreference) [df(Motza"Sh [fbr H
KL.[Strict[Zldays [after [the [mhold [pbple Wil Wait fdr Muesday [night [[Aug 7). g




Candles (earliesty Shoftim  Havdala  Next[wkek

6:4%m [(8:02)  Yerushalayim  8:03pm 6:42[(3:56) (1055
7:06pm [[8:04) §'derot 8:05pm 6:59(3:58) (357
7.05pm [802)  GushEskion  8:03pm 6:570(3:56) (7355
T:06pm [(8:04) Raanana  8:05pm 6:59[(3:57) @57
7:05pm [(@:03)  BeitEhkmesh  8:04pm 6:580(3:56)(T356
T1:06pm [(8:04) Rehovot 8:05pm 6:59008:57) (057
1:07pm [(8:04) Netanya 8:05pm 6:590(8:58) (1357
7:03pm [(8:03)  Be'erfHeva  8:04pm 6:56(3:57) (56
7:05pm [(8:03) Modiin  8:04pm 6:58[03:57) (56
6:49pm (3:03)  Petach[likva  8:05pm 6:42003:57) 1357
6:49pm [@01)  MaaleBdumim 8:03pm 6:42 ((3:55) (1154
7:.06pm [(&03) GinotShbmron 8:04pm 6:580(3:57) (356
7.04pm [&02)  GushBHiloh  8:03pm 6:570(3:56) (355
7.04pm [&02)  K4[&Hbvron  8:03pm 6:570(3:56) (355
7.05pm [&02)  Giv'atlefev  8:03pm 6:570(3:56) (T35S
7:06pm [(8:03)  YadBthyamin  8:05pm 6:59(3:57) (356
1:07pm [(8:04) Ashkelon 8:05pm 6:59103:58) (1357
6:55pm [8:02) Tzfat 8:04pm 6:47((8:56) (056
7:07pm [&04) Iichron Haakov 8:06pm 6:590(3:57) 7357

RabbeinuMam hhvdala[ParshatSho [Fim [8t42pm
BahshafBoincsRtojRonder
SHOF'TIM

1) [CWhy[Ldloes[dheHirstlderseLtommand[that
therelshould[bk [iidges [FORMOUI(LECHA) bt
then[shift[dndCsay [AND CTHEY (WILLOUDGE
THECNATIONLRIGHT BOUSLY [V'SHAFTU
ETCHA'AM)Unstead LbfLJANDLITHEY LWVILL
JUDGELIYOULIRIGHTEOUSLY LI (V'SHAFTU

OTCHA)?

2)Whyl[does[the[Torah[shy [that[Hased[dn[tvo
witnessesL We[ KILLLTHELCDEADL{17:6)![The
murdererik[dot[dead[When [We[take[Bim[do
courtltd kil him?

3)[(Why[does[the[Torah[shy[AND T [WILL[BE
GOODEORYOU V' TOVIIACH) Ghecifically
regarding[the [mhitzva[tb [l [alchurderer[(1 9:13)?
Isn'tLdveryLhitzvalih [the[Torah[GOODLBOR

YOU?

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
110 Elul (Aug 11 20)

Earliestl Talitl & T*filin00000005:0705:14am
Sunrisel00000000000000000000000006:0206:08am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malinninn9:2209:24am
(MageniAvraham:(8:3318:36am)

SofiZ'maniTfilanno0ooooo10:29110:30am
(MagenAvraham:19:5619:58am)

ChatzotImmmmuimmmn12:44%4012:42":pm
(halachicinoon)

MinchalGedolaniomiooioom1:1801:16pm
(earliest’Mincha)

PlagiMinchannooooiooooooonine:0305:55pm

Sunsetl000000000000000000000000007:3107:22pm
(basedlonlseallevel:17:2617:17pm)

| HomelbfltheBlueDevils |

g= Some are so taken with
"Better late than never" that
they seem to forget "Better
early than late".

From'AlCandlebyDay"
by[RabbilShragaSilverstein

ACandlelbyDay®TheAntidote
TheWorld[bfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailablelat
0542090200

OUllsrael(CenterTT919 -~ 3 %< ThelRarshatiShoftim/5770issue

LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Therelatelsbmeldktails We[db [nbt[hhve
tolgktlidtonbw.How/(tb identify alttue
prophet.[How(td[tésthim.Notltdover
test[Him.[Bor[this[llead[Tidbit[Weldre
interested[ih [the[MAVI's[skatement[df
KOLAMAR[HASHEM, [hus[days[Gd,
andldur[réquirementltd [istentd him.

Also[Gh[Bho[ftim, vefind[dhe Cdther
kind [Qf[KO[AMAR [HASHEM [different
butldemarkably [similar.[The[Sage.[The
Torah[Stholar.[TheRhbbi.[TheTeacher
(thoselpeople[Who[tFansmit[the[Dral
Torah[tdluk.

May[bnel took[ beef[in[goat's[ilk,
wherelthelgoat[flrom[Which[thelrhilk
camelisn'tlelen[thesdmekindlcflahimal
as[theSourceldf[dhe[Beef, [Tet[dlone
beingl[its[Mother.

Thel[@nswer G5 [fbund[ih[Halacha.[The
answer[is[gart[df[the[Oral[llaw.[The
answer[i$[Nlo,[it[i$[fbrbidden[tb[dook
beeflid [gbat's[mhilk [ahd[this[plrohibition
is[D'Oraita, fdom [the Morah. Shysho?

Well,[ . Moshe[teceived[ the[TTorah[ L]
including[this Thw[[[from[G [d. [Moshe
transmitted[it[tb[the[dext[generation,
thelgkneration[df(¥ehoshua.Mehoshua
transmitted[it[th [the[Z'keinim [tb[the
Nevi'im,[dnd[they[tb[the[Men[df[the
Great[JAssembly.[JAnd[they[ ko[ the
generations[df(theTana'im,[ahd[they [tb
the[JAmora'im....JAnd UsoCmany Clet
ceteras(fdomgkneration[td[géneration.

The[kearlier[part[Jof[kthe[IChain [lof
TraditionLtontained CinanyCprophets.
Butlthe[Bulk[dflthelchain, the [mhajority
of(Xheldinks (Were[1Tand Chre[1Thot

prophets.[ Yet[dach[bfLdur[Heachers,
and[éach [bf[ their[deachers[3aid[the
equivalent[of[KO[AMARHASHEM.

Yes,[Mhen[Moshe[Rabeinulshid[it[the
firstltime[td[Aharon,ahdthen[td[Flazar
and[Itamar,@hd[then[tb[the[Z0[Biders,
andlthenltblthelpkoplelatldrge, lhkwWas
transmitting[G [d's[(Word[tb [them [With
the[powerbf[prophecy[ behind[his
words.[Helshid[{TBr[dould (Have[shid ]
KOLCAMARLCHASHEM.[According[to
Rambam [(forlekample), Duringlthe fiFst
40[day [period[that[fdllowed[Revelation
at[Sinail{Matan[T orah),[ G[d[daid[ 4o
Moshe[that[theTorah which [he [will (b
writing[ffom His [(G[d's) [dictation, [Will
contain[thewords,[LOLI"'VASHEIL
G'DICIBACHALEIVIMO, and[Cthat
Moshe[was(tb[ekplain [tb[the[people[all
the[details[df[G[d's[explanation[df[the
Lawslof[Meat[id Milk.

But[the[BRambam[Was[dot[d[grophet.
Held was[]all Torah[ scholard who
transmitted [the[Words[of[G [dltd mhany
generations[dfter [(Him [lkhcluding[dur
own.[But[When [Welsktudy[the[dortion
of[Bambam [ih [His [ihtroduction [tb [His
Mishnaltommentary,[ the[part[parall
phrased[above,[about[the[tFansmission
of(the[@ralllaw, [dnd [IHerhapslthore
significantly, [the [(Halachic[damifications
of lhisftéachings, blelchn hkarhim[sdying
KO[AMARHASHEM.[And[We["hear"
thoselshme[Words[ekhoed by [durldwn
Torah[tkachers,ffom[darly[dhildhood
through[durfdrmativelykarslahdhbpe[]
fully fbr[the [rkst[df[durMives. [This 8 [al
majoraspectlafldurTorahiVes.
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Sho [Fitim[skats

48th [od [tHe (54 [sddras;
5th[of (11 [id[Dvarim

Written [oh [T91.6 (s (i (aITdrah [{thnk: [27)
|8 [(Phrshiyot; 3Lopen, (T3 [csed

97 psukim [[iknks 3th [Tt [id (Dlvarim
(tied [with Tdav, [hait (Takrger)

1523 [wbrds (ks [(28th (TTth Gd[Dlvarim
5590 ekters [TIdnks (31 st (TTth id[Dlvarim

Relatively (lakge [psukim, (ike [most ol [Dlvarim
but[ad [aerage [sided [sddra

MITZVOT

4| [mitzvot (T4 [pdsitive, (27 Cpdohibitions;
ranks [&th [inl[mitzvot [abong [tHe [sddras

The [tdp [ mditzva [selras [cdntain (53% [of (tHe
Torah's Luitzvot. [{the [48 [odher [sddras [hve [tHe
other [45%)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

Numbers[in[J[square Cbrackets] Clare[Cthe
MitzvalcbuntUof[ISefer [JHaChinuchCJAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[]l A=ASEI
(positiveLthitzva);Il=LAV [{prohibition).X:Y
isCtheCperek[CAndCpasukrom CwhichCthe

mitzvalcbmes.

[P>X:Y[(¥)]hd[[$>[X:Y [(7)] (ddicate[start
ofld[Parshal@d’tuchaldr[tumaldespectively.
X:Y[$[Berek:PasukdfltheBeginning[dflthe
parsha; [(¥) [ [the [dumber[dfld'sukim[ih[the

parsha.

Kohen[IFirst[Aliya
| 8[pIsukim [[ITk: 1 8[17:13

[S> 16:18O3)]0Judgesltolclarify
thelaw{andrylcases)lhndlhgents
ofthelkourtltolenforcelthelawlhre
tobelappointeddthroughoutlthe
Land [491,A176 16:18],[hndkhey
areltolcarryloutktheirldutiesfairly.
TheylmustOnotOslantOthellaw,Onor
showl(lfavoritism,Inordtakelbribes
whichblindlandOpervertlevenlthe
fairestl andl mostl righteousl of
people.OjusticelisOtodbelardently
pursuedbolthatbvebwilllbelworthy
oflllivinglandOflourishinglinOEretz
Yisrael.

What[d[aljlidge [Mras[going[tb [vote [ih
favor[dffthe[Hriber,[dvenWithout[the
bribe.ustice [ Ldtill(Being[derved.[Ik
the[Bribeldny[Ikss[d[<erious[dffense?
Thelahswer[id[NIO.[A[bribe[id[albribe.
Onell¢ads[tblahother, [ahd[justice [Will
belpkrverted.

SDY: 7ZEDEK TZEDEK TIRDOF![1]
Justice[lyoullshallIsurely pursue. 1 The
doublingloflthe Wword TZEDEK lis [usually
considered|alform of emphasis. [Butlhere,
onel¢ommentator suggeststhatit[¢canlbe
seen_us al reminder that not only shall
justicel be| pursued, ] butl] thel means
employed(in(thel pursuitl of justicelshall
alsolbeljust. [We shouldlnot[subscribe(to
thellconceptthatIthe lendJjustifies [ithe
means.Perpetratingalmockerylofljustice
andclaimingthat it isjustice, Uis lthe
greatestl] offensel] of ] all. 1 TZEDEK
(B)TZEDEK, UjusticewithUjustice ] (you
shalllpursue)...

[S> 16:2102)]0Plantingltreeslin

OUllsrael(CenterTT919 .~ 5 ¥ ThelRarshatShoftim/5770issue

thelOcourtyardOoflitheOMikdashl(or
nearltheOMizbei'ach)lisOforbidden
[492,L13 16:21]00it0OisOandidolal
trousl practice.l (ThisO prohibition
stilllhppliesltoday.)

Erectinglmonumentsl (aslisddone
infidolOworship)dol0GIdOevenhwith
"proper"l motives)l isd forbidden
[493,L11 16:22]

SDTY: Perversion(ofljusticelis[juxtaposed
tolidolatrytol emphasizel how![ seriouslis
thelformersin. [PirkeilAvot|statesthat"ithe
swordUicomestothe[lworld becauseof
perversionl] of!] justice...[ ] exile[] comes
becauselbflidolatry."[Bothl$ins tauselus
tolloselourholdlon[ Eretz| Visrael. [ And
conversely, [temainingfaithful fo G dand
dealingWithléach otherwith honestyland
Justicelwillsecure“usCour"hold"onour
Land. .11 The[l Gemarall statesl] that
"appointingl| inappropriatel) judges|| is
tantamount( tol planting a tree near! the
Altar".[Plantinglaltreelinlanlattemptto
beautifythel I Temple,lis[lallcompletely
misguided act.['Thel beauty of thel Beit
HaMikdash\flowsfromUitselfl land| lits
spirituallessence. [ To think(that external
decoration|can contributetolthe beautylis
tollack understanding of what the| Beit
HaMikdash!is. Soltoo, [folappointlaljudge
becausel of personal appearance, wealth,
stature, ] etc.[] (andl] notl] because!] of
scholarshiplandworthiness| toljudge)is
equallyUmissingthelpoint”.

[S> 17:10(1)]0 Sacrificingl bleml
ishedldanimalslisOforbidden [494,
L95 17:1].0(ElsewherelthelTorah
enumeratedl typesl ofll blemishes,
butlthelmitzvalliscountedlherellin
Shoftim;0thell GemaralldealsOwith
thelHetails.)

[S> 17:20(6)]10 Thel Torahd next
stresses(] thatl idolatryl is al most
seriouslkin.Oflwelfindlamonglusth
fellowlJewlwhollworshipsllanyone
(orlthing)btherthanOGOd,Bveldnust
mostlscrupulouslyllinvestigatelthe
casellagainstlhim0(orOher).0If0the
personlisliconvictedlbylthelcourt,
thell punishmentl is deathl by
stoning,l therebyl uprootingll evil
fromMDburlidst.

IthisOtheleyelwitnessltestimonylof
alminimumDoflltwolthatOshalllbe
necessaryltolconvict.ONolonellcan
bell sentencedl toll diel (orl be
otherwisellpunished)dbyltheltestil
monylofllonlylalsolitarydwitness.
Thell witnessesll themselvesl are
oftenl tol bel involvedld in0 the
carryingbutbflthebentence.

[P> 17:80(6)]0 Thel Torahd next
establisheslthelmechanismforlkthe
perpetuationloflJudaismOthroughl
outlkhelenerationslbylemphasizll
ing,0amonglother0things,0 thatOif
disputeslariselorlalhalachicOpoint
needslclarification,OthatOwelarelto
consultltheudgesONIOUROTIME)
andltheldynamicOapplicabilityldof
HalachalforOallOtimesO (bylgiving
thelSagesthellnechanismltolknact
lawsl forl thell protectionl ofll the
TorahlhndOtslproperlbbservance).

Welhrelrequiredtoldolhlllhatlthe
Sanhedrinl(the0SupremelHalachic
Authority)deacheslhbndcommands
[495,A174 17:10].0Welmustlnot
veerlfrombtheirlrulingsd'neitherto
thelrightOnorOtodthelleft" [496,
L312 17:11].

OUllsrael(enterTT919 -~ 6 ¥ ThelRarshatShoftim/5770issue



MitzvaWatch

Rambam's[Book[df[Mitzvot[dontains
[ 4rules" [By Lwhich[Rambam[dounts
the[Torah's[6 | 3Citzvot.[Rule (31
states[hat[#abbinic Chitzvot[duch[ds
ChanukalChnd[(Purim[khallChot[Cbe
countedlamonglthe[Taryag. [This[might
seem obvious,[lbut[JRambam[ffeels
compelledtostateLthis[Crulein
opposition[ o itzvalcbunters[Lvho
DID[hclude[dome[Mrabbinic[thitzvot"
among[Taryag.

Why[Wwould[$omeone[ tonsider[the
post(biblical[thitzvot[df[Chanukaldnd
Purim[asMorah [E@w? Similarly, bathy [idit
that[the[(brachafor[nitzvot, Cvhich
states[1..Who [Has[shnctified [ith [His
mitzvotlahd[dommanded[is..." 3 [Also

recited Jfor[J6 Cdrabbinic Cdcommand ]

ments?[(Bhabbat[& Yom[Tovlcandles,
Chanukaldandles,[Megilat[Bsther[dnd
the[bther[Megilot, [INetilat[Yadayim,
Hallel, hdthethreeltypes[afEiruv.)

Thelahswer[td bbthIgliestions[idbhsed
onl[the[p!sukim [id [the [Beginning [off [this
week's[dedralWhich[dpeak[@bout[the
authority [df[the[Sanhedrin ([Ihitzvot
495 &[#96[Above.[In[éssence,[the
Torah[lcommands[ustoLlobserve
rabbinic[daw.[Therefore, [t tan[be
arguedIthat[rhbbinicldw IS Morah Lhw.
ItCiollows [that[Cbne[night[tonsider
counting[Chanukaldnd[Rurim@mong
theléll 3,[ahd[idnhakes[sénseltdukelthe
mitzva[Bracha[(formula[dor[Rabbinic
mitzvot.[ Rambam [ldoes[hot[hrgue
against[this.[He[ihsists, (However, [that
wel tannotLpossibly[ tount[ Rabbinic
mitzvot[$eparatelyChAmong[the[b13.

This[kould[ead[to[kthe[Lintenable
situation Lodf[having[fo [teaHjust[the
mitzvaldount[dach[dime[d[Sanhedrin
wouldCihake[d [dew[dabbinic[itzva.
(Clarification: Lthere[dre [dany, Lihany

Rabbinicdws[[IPositives[ahd[prohibill
tions.[Only[these[six [Thd[aheldther[IT]

however,[dre[dccordedthe[dtatus [df
Rabbinic [Mitzvot.[MVhat's[the [skventh
Rabbinic[IMitzva? [ IMaking[IB'rachot.
Why[wvas[Lhot[B'rachot[mentioned
earlier?[ Because[ve[ Hon't[Cnake[h
mitzvalBrachafdrbrachot.)

AllTorahlscholarlwithlauthoritylto
renderl Halachicl decisionsll who
defieslithelSanhedrindandlencourl
agesl othersl toll disregardl their
ruling,lcanl(underlcertainbcircum0
stances)belputltoldeath.0Suchlan
individuall isl knownl asll ZAKEN
MAMREIhndlsultimatelyJudged
bylthelGreatlSanhedrin.OThiskhall
servelbsthldeterrentltolthePeople
notl toll behavell similarly.0 The
averagell Jewl isll notl similarly
subjectltolpossiblelexecution,but
stillllisdbwarnedlotOthelseriousness
offifloutingllRabbiniclauthority.O[It
isflikelyOthatOtheredneverfactually
wasl anll individuall whol was
executedlaslallZakenOIMamrei,lyet
thellidealladdsltremendouslweight
tol thel seriousnessl ofll Rabbinic
Law.]0 Wel mightl sayll thatl GOd’s
Planl andl his0 TorahlO included
RabbinicOLawlinOtheltotallpicture
offiwhatHelwvants[bflis.

Samelas(Tzav,
butiadmits [tolit.

| THISISHABBAT,ITWOIPREVIEWS |
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Lewi[I$tcond[Aliya
7 [plsukim [I117: 1 420

[S> 17:14007)]0WhenlthelPeople
willlenterdthelLand,0conquerlit,
andlkettleMown,hndtheybwilllhsk
forlhking{likelkhelhationslhround
them[ [ thisO phrasel contains an
implicitbwarninglhgainstthskingfor
thellwronglireasons),fitlisOalmitzva
tod'placeloverlus"hkingof0GOd's
choosing)fromhmonglthelJewish
People [497,A173 17:15];0 we
mayhthotlthooselhhonJewlhslking
[498,L362 17:15].0Thelkingmust
notl possessll tooll manyl horses
[499,(1363 17:16] (i.e.linlexcess
oflithosellnecessarylforOhisdarmy,
etc.)InordmaylhelleadlthelPeople
backltolEgyptdTitlisdforbiddenlfor
usl toll dwelll in0 Egypt [500,L46
17:16].0 (VisitsO arell permitted.)0 A
kingllmaylnotOhavelOanOexcessive
numberloflwives(morelthand18)
[501,L364 17:17].,0 norl mayl he
amassl excessivell wealth [502,
L365 17:17].0(referring0to0wealth
forlitsDownlsake;0fundslinecessary
forll runningll thell kingdoml are
excludedlfromlthelprohibition.)

AlkingdmustOwritedalSeferdTorah
ford himself [503,A17 17:18]0(in
additiondtoll thelonelhelisdcoml
mandediobwritelbsfhJewImitzva
#613).0ThisOTorahfliskobelcopied
fromITHERSeferTorahloflkhe[Beit
HaMikdash.

Al kingl ofll Israell hasll awesome
powersll overll hisll subjects.ll He
thereforelrequiresdthel"humbling

force"DandOmorallrestraintsloflthe
Torahlconstantlylbeforelhim.OThe
Torahlshhislguideforlproperlrule.
AlKkingOwholisOguidedObylTorah
lawllandvalueslisOalgreatlassetlto
thelPeoplelotlIsrael.0AODkingwho
isn't,dsburbwvorstliability.

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
5[plsukim [IIIB: |

[S> 18:12)]0Kohanim[ eviyim
arelnotOtollreceivellandlindEretz
Yisrael [504,L169 18:1] (other
thanlthelOcitiesOwhichlarelgivenlto
thembylthelTribes)Onorlsharelin
thelspoilsofliwar [505,L170 18:1]
MtheirlholylkervicelintheMikdash
isltonsideredltheirlhare.

[S> 18:303)]0(Amonglotherlgifts
toll theld kohen,)0 thel kohenOisO to
receivell specificl partsll ofll every
animallslaughterediforOfoodlMthe
forelimb,fonguelandlsurrounding
cheeks,stomachlanddsurrounding
fat [506,A143 18:3],0T"'rumalfrom
produce [507,A126 18:4],0 and
thel firstlkhearingll ofl] thel sheep
[508,[A144 18:4].0Theselgiftslare
duel thell kohenl becausell ofll his
sacredbervice.

Note:Whereas[T'rumalahd[dther[gifts
which[drelshcred, [dannot[He[given[at
theldresent[time[Hecause[df[idsues[df
ritual [inpurity, (Hoth [gifts"[[506] [and
Reishit[HaGeiz[[b08][apply[tbday[ahd
can[Belgiven.df[this[i$ [gractical[i$sue
forlybu, [cbnsultalRav for[dktails.

First[3hearing[AppliesLonlyin[Eretz
Yisrael,[dven[though[it[i$[dot[delated
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tolthe[Mand.[This[i$ Ikarned ftomU[its
partner[id[the[phsuk,[T'RUMA, [ahd by
thelube [oflthe Word [REISHIT.

R'VI'l[IEburth[Aliya
8[plsukim [[IIB:6 113

[S> 18:60 (3)]0 Kohaniml and
Leviyimlhrelbupposedltollistribute
theirlworkloadslatdHolidayltime
equallylhmongltheifferentfamily
units [509,A36 18:6].

[S> 18:9[0{14)] Anotherwarning
follows,0tolbel onl guardld against
learninglfrombhndhdoptinglhnylbf
thellabominablel practicesl ofllthe
nationslthatOwelwilllencounterlin
Eretzl Yisrael.0 Thel implication
herellislthatOwelmusthot'learnlko
do"O thel terriblel things,0 butd we
maylearnlaboutlthemlinlorderlto
understandl theirl waysll andl to
betterinstructlourlfellowl]ewslin
thislhrea. (Tur[Shulchan[Bruch, Bhsedldn
the[Gemara)

Onlthelpractical[side[df[this[rhling,[dne
shouldBe WeryWvellCdstablished h [Ris
own [ Judaism[] beforel] reading[]and
learningChbout[bther Cvorld[Feligions
and[paganUlpractices. [ISuch [aCstudy
should[Beldoneldnder[the[dupervision
oflalproper[mhentor.

Shunll thel practicesl ofll passing
one'slthildrenlthroughlfire{alvivid
exampleloflhlkreprehensibledpagan
practice,ltountedlklsewhere],divill
nationlandOcertainftypesloflimedil
tationslmeanttod'readlthelfuture"
[510,L3 18:10],0astrologicallprel
dictions (counted[élsewhere;[3ome
other[Aspects[bflastrology[are[hot

halachically CJobjectionable,[lbut[lone
must[bel[chreful),lreliancelbnbmens
[countedlelsewhere],0conjuringl&
witchcraft [511,L34 18:10],[incanl
tations [512,L35 18:10],0mediums
[513,L36 18:11],0 oracles [514,
L37 18:11],0 andld necromancy
(seances,[dontacting[the[dead) [515,
L38 18:11].0 Alll thel abovemen(
tionedlpracticesdMandOtherelare
differentl opinionsl asl tol exactly
whatlleachlTorahlkermUrefersOtod0
pulll all Jewl awayl froml0 his
straightforward,l "pure"l relationl
shiplwithOGOd.OWelmuststrivelfor
thatlirect,honestltelationship.

Thelpractice[df[these[Black[Arts[dan
belskenaklahalternativeltb[plophecy,
yetlthey[are["inkosher" [ahd [chust[He
shunned.[Howlthuch[thore[do[When
they[dre[dttempts[to [Bypass[dr[defy
theldlvine[lidtention.

€hamishiiGth[Aliya
22 [plsukim [IIB: 14[19:13

[tdisOthelothernationsOwhollisten
tolthelpractitionerslofltheloccult
arts.0GdOdidnotOmakeOusOso.0We
havelprophetsl(likeDMoshe)dwho
arisedromburlnmidst,hinddtdstheir
propheciesl toll whichl well must
hearken [516,A172 18:15].

Thislwaslpartloflithed"deal"Omade
withOGdtSinai,whenlwelhsked
thatll well notll hearll GOd's0 "voice"
directly.0 GOdO agreedl with0 our
requestlonlthelconditionOthatlwe
wouldlistenbolkruelprophetsiiwho
wouldl communicateltol usdwhat
Gldhsksloflus.0Anyonelliwholdoes
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notl listenl tol thell Wordl ofll GId
throughll thell prophetl willl be
"answerablell toll Him".0 Butl a
prophetldareslnotlspeaklin0GOd's
namellunderlfalselpretenses [517,
L27 18:20],0orlspeaklindthellname
offl anlidolatry [518,L26 18:20].
Howlhrelweltolknowlwhatlisthnd
whatlisn't0Gd'sOword?0Alprophet
mustthavelhOl00%0'trackrecord"M
anythingllesslisanlindicationlofla
falselprophet.0(Prophecieslotlbad
thingsltobefalllthedPeoplelicanlbe
reversedl throughlsincerel repenl
tancelandOthereforeldolnotdcast
doubtll uponl thell prophetl who
"predicted"] thosell eventsll that
endediphotthappening.)

WelmustnotObelafraiddtoOdetyla
falsell prophetl andl bringd him0 to
justice [519,L29 18:22].

Oflcburse, [We[alenbtlsipposed(tdbe
afraid[tb [dolahy [hitzvalih[the[Torah.
Inlthe[chse[df[alfdIse[prophet,[Welale
often[1dealing[Iwith[alcharismatic
individualWho [mhight[bhve[alvkrydrge
following.[Defyinghim [might[bk alvkry
unpopularthing[lto Cldo C(orCleven
dangerous).[The[Torah[ik[Bolstering
our[desolve[tb [did[durselves[df[fhlse
prophets[bly[cbmmanding[uk[nbt[td (ble
afraid.

Perhaps[Welchn [diraw fdom [this[mitzva
a[lksson [to [dpply [do [l Lhitzvot.[Do
not[Be[afraid[tb[ldeep[the[Shabbat, [He
kosher,[daven[Mincha,[dvoid[lashon
HaRa, [dtc.[dtc. [dtc.[dven [When[doing
so[ill LineetvithCthe [Scoffing[Lbf
others.[Adhere[tlo[Halachaldnd[don't
be(dfraidCdr[émbarrassed[to[do[do.

Sometimes[the[Torah[Has[to[fell [Cds
somethingldnceland[Weldan[lkarn[tb
apply[thesimelidea [Where[id(fits Well
(b [okher[situation.

[S> 19:1010)] Whenlmattersfare
settledd in0 Eretz0 Yisrael,Owelare
requiredl toll designatell another
threelcitieslofllrefuge [520,A182
19:3].0RoadsOtodthelcitiesOaredto
belpreparedhndldentifiedsolkhat
thelKkillerD canOeasilylfindOrefuge.
ThelcitiesOwilllprotectOthelinadl
vertentl Killerl froml0 thel bloodl
avengingll relativell ofll thel the
victim.O Ifl (when)d wel willll merit
expansionlofllourll Land,0 another
threelcitiesOwilllbelselected.OThis
isl tol avoidll unnecessaryll bloodl
shed.

[P> 19:110(3)] Anl intentional
murdererlalsolfleesOtodal citylof
refuge,lbutllislremovedltherefrom
tolktandlkrial. (Wellmusthotlignore
thesell situationsl M andld those
concerningll assault [521,L279
19:13],0sol thatO wel willll thereby
eliminatell thel sheddingll ofllinnol
centlbloodhndneritthlizoodife.

Rashildaises[dnLihteresting[drgument
againstLdapital[punishment,[Which[He
rejects.[Dn[the[Words,[Doldot[Have
pity Lon[himC{the[Eiller),[Rashi[Says,
don’t[kay[ that[ the[Victim[is[Head
anyway, (Why[should[We[thke[ahother
life[ahd[there Will [Be tWo [pkopleldead.
Thelimplication[ik[dlear[that[despite
thatlargument, Ucapital Llpunishment
stands.

(Oneldcan[bellopposed[ ko[ kapital
punishment[ih [doday’s[$ociety Livith []
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outlit[Being[donsidered[dlashing[With
the[Morah.[Weldon't, [ak[the[thoment,
have[d[3anhedrin,[iveLdon't[have[d
complete[Torah[kociety, [we[Hon't
have[the[shme[dules[df[dvidencelthat
mightl[give [uk[the [cbnfidenceid [aldkath
sentence.[JAnd[lthenUtherelisClthe
statement[hbout[h [ Beit[IDin[that
executes[alpkersonlohcelid[sévenybars
[$bmelsky, [dncelid [Z0[ykars, [that [i[id
alMmurderous[Beit[Din".[CThe[Torah,
so[J to[] speak,[]commands[] capital
punishment[but[expects[it[ ko[ be
metedlolitlekceedinglylsparingly.)

Shishi [[8ixth[Aliya
| 7 [psukim [IIID: 1 4[20:9

[S> 19:140(1)]0 Onel mayl not
encroachlluponlanother'sfterritory
[522,L246 19:14].0 ThisO literally
refersftolthelprohibitionlbfllnoving
alboundarylimarkerbetweenllyour
landlandlyourllneighbor'sllthereby
stealingll somel ofl] hisl property.
AlthoughlstealinglisOalreadyUforl
biddenl(anddcounteddamonglthe
613),0 thisl prohibitiond comesl to
emphasizell thell seriousnessll of
stealinglland,OspecificallyllinlEretz
Yisrael.

This[prohibition Ckxtends[to[bther
formsCbfLencroachment,[é.g. Llinfair
competition[that[Isteals[lsomeone's
business.[Therelik[dften[d{inelline
between[Thealthy" [ tompetition[hnd
onellencroachingllontheother's
boundary.[Bach[situation [deeds[tb[He
examined [oh [its [awn [merits.

[S> 19:15007)] ItOisOforbidden(to
renderljudgmentsl(indmostcases)

basedlbnltheltestimonylbflhlkingle
witness [523,L288 19:15];0 a
minimum0 ofll twoll witnessesl are
required.0(Sometimes,0whatOonly
onell personl saysl willl pointl the
judgeslinfalcertainOdirection,Obut
notlasOformalltestimony.0So0too,
whatllsomeonellwholislinvalidlas
anlofficiallwitnesslsays,Ocanlpoint
thelljudgeslinltheldirectionloflthe
truth.)

Il falsell witnessesl shalll plotl to
victimizel thelaccusedd(and0their
plotstuncoveredOnhbpecifichvay
andthhbkpecificlpointlinltheltrial)
theylareltoldbel punishedlinOthe
mannerdthatdtheylplotteddagainst
theirlfellow [524,[A180 19:19].

ThistopicisClknownas[C1EIDIM
ZOM’MIMIplotting[Witnesses. [t [i3[al
subsetldf[fhise[Witnesses[that[differs
from[*“regular”[false[(dwitnesses[in
several[interesting[JandClsometimes
enigmatic[Jways.[1For[example, Lif
witnesses[] plot[] to[] falsify[] their
testimony LJPLANNING O that[their
victim[Will Cbe Céxecuted,[then[their
punishment[is[elxecution.[Hlowever, [if
their[plot[siicceedsahdtheldhehom
they [téstified[against[id[ekecuted, [then
they[Arehot. LOnly L[ their[plotlis
revealed[ih[dne[speific[day[Beforelit
"succeeds",[chn[they bk [plitltd[death.

Remember[that[G[dlis[the[backup
Judge[Whenever[domething[Tslips[By"
ourlapplication[bf[justice.[ o[ &ven
whensomething[seems[lunfair Cor
illogical, [cbmember[thatbkfore Him[all
is[[Eir[ahdlllidldgical.

[S> 20:1019)] Whenlwelgolbutlto
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battledourenemieslandlseeltheir
horsesllanddvehicles,0Jarmaments,
etc.[hndwelmightltendtolpanic...
well arell forbiddenl toll bel afraid,
becauselGldisDonbourlside [525,
L58 20:1,3].

Allkoheinllisanointedlaslchaplain
(sortlbf)lhndMeliversithelprelbattle
speechl toll thel potentiall army
[526,0A191 20:3]0 Hell andl the
Sholk’rimlkpeakltolthelpeoplelhnd
sendl homel thosell thatd have
recentlyll builtd all house,l become
engagedtolimarry,land/orlplanted
alivineyard.OInlkllhthreelcases,khe
pointlisfkthatleachfpursuitlisfhslyet
“unfinished”.0Suchllpersonlfaces
seriousldistractiondfromOthelgoals
oftbattle.)0Theylalsoldismisslfrom
servicelsomeonelwholfears[that
heflhaslinsufficientOnerittolburvive
battle. ThisOsbnelbflkeveralBvays
oflookinglhtlthisltopic.)

It[idihportant[tb[pbint[dut[that[these
"exemptions"[flom [aFmy[skrviceapply
to[Milchemet[RI'shut, [ah[optional war (L]
notL. to[ Milchemet[Mitzva.[ For[the
obligatory War, [alGhatan [idltdken flom
his[Chupalhnd[thelyeshivaHoy[ftom
the[Beit[Midrash).[It[i$[deasonable[tb
arguelthat[ih[the[situation [that[Tirael
findsUitselfCJtoday, LsurroundedClby
swornldnemies[(hnd[Being[Pressured
bylits [ftiends), [that[We[ale[id [alstate [of
Milchemet[[Mitzva.[Draw[Jour[bwn
implications.

Sh'VII[[geventh[Aliya
20[pIsukim II20: 1021:19

[S> 20:10009)] Beforelattacking
anllenemylcity,0anOofferJoflpeace
mustObelsent [527,A190 20:10].
(ThisO applies tol allll enemies
includingAmalek!ITbutlexcluding
Amonlandld Moav.) Thisl offer0is
conditionalluponlthelacceptance
oflithell7INoahidelLawsOandlother
restrictions.0If0thesedtermslare
notOmet,0welattackdandldestroy
thell malell population. Female
captiveslhndlbpoilsotliwarldmaylbe
taken,lexceptOforOthel"70nations"
[528,L49 20:16].0 Thesel nations
arell toll bel totallyll eradicatedl at
Gd's com mand,0 in0 orderl to
eliminateltheirlkvillinfluence.

[S> 20:190@2)] Whenlayinglkiege
tolalcity,Ocare0mustbeltakenlnot
toll destroyl fruit0 trees [529,L57
20:19].00nlylshadeltreesdmaylbe
cutldownlbolthatlkiegellequipment
maylbelbuilt.0ThisOprohibitiondof
BALOTASHCHITisOexpandedlby
ChazalltolincludeOmanyltypeslof
wantonBvastefulness.

[P> 21:1p9)]0thlcorpselisffound
infhield,lhndMtdshotknownlwho
hasll committedll thel murder,
measurementsfarelmadeltoldeterl
minelthelhearesttown.OT'helklders
ofllthatltownlperformballceremony
whichlncludes[killingfhlcalf [530,
A181 21:1]0 toll emphasizell the
senselessnesslofllbloodshed.0The
areall wherell thell ceremonyl is
performedldmaylneverlbelplanted
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norll worked [531,00L309 21:4].
ThelelderslproclaimlthatOtheylare
notlresponsiblelforlthedossbflife.
Thell wholell procedurell hasll a
soberingl effectl onl allll involved,
andll hopefullyll therel is sincere
mendinglofllwayslanddatonement
grantedU byl GdO becauselalll the
Peoplell nowl takell "life"0 more
seriously.

ThelastBp'sukimlhrelfeadlorlthe
Matftir.

HaftaraH#[p!sukim
Yeshayahu[&ll: 12[52:12

4thloflthel70hattarotlotlconsolall
tion.OThelpredominantinessagelbf
thel haftaral is thatd GOdO hasO a
specialll relationshipll withl the
Peoplell ofll Israell (anl appropriate
reminderl forl thell beginningll of
Elul)landthatOwelhavelnhothingito
belafraidlof,0becauselthelendlto
difficulttimeslisbcoming.OThislcan
belsummedluploylthelendUoflthe
famousl sayingll (song)l ofll Rabbi
Nachmanl 0 "Andl thel essential
thinglsthotlhobehfraidhthll".

Widespread [Ldustom [to [Blow [Shofar[dt
the[lend[of[ ShacharitCleach[weekday
morning[during[Blul, With[the[dxception
of [Brev[Rosh[HaShana.[A[simpleM'KI'AL
SH'VARIMD'RU'AIM'KI'Aid[Blown, [ak[al
wake [up [ call[(J toOintrospection[Jand
T'shuva.ltClalsoLlcommemoratesLthe
sound[&fldhe[dhofar[dhat[dccompanied
Moshe[Rabeinul{bn[Rosh[Chodesh [Blul)
onlhis[réturnlakcentlofHar Sinai.

Divrel
Menachem

Parshat/Shoftim, aslitslnamelindicates,
informs(us(of the mecessity ofkeeping
law[‘and( brder!( in[ society! throughla
system/[] ofl] judges[] (and[’ officers).
Needless! tol say[ the Torah[ ‘qualifies
thiscommand/ by/linsisting/that/these
veryljudgesl[fjudgelthe people with
righteousjudgment.

Whenlwelcontemplate[this[injunction

perhapsiwhatcomesto[mind[is the

void[ created[when(therelis[hol court

or[whenlthelcourtlitself[iscrooked.

Welmighteven/conjure up pictures of
cowboys( running(wildly[ through'the

Westltaking[thel[law[into theirCown

handslor(of(states, sol¢calledhationall]
socialist,[or of[empires, [solcalled holy

and'Roman, [ that'werenothingbut

perversions(of what(they purported(to

be.

Ofl course,[inl‘addition[ to[ protecting
theldry[law, [ courtsJarelIset[lup[to
resolvedisputes.Welloftentendto
view!disputes/as/alnecessarylevillin(a
world(] wherel] differences] among
peoplenaturallyproduce(fensionland
conflict.

However,[] as[] R.[J Shlomo[] Aviner
remarks, debatelandl disputation/are
at[thelcorel ofl creativityand( change;
argumentlisthelanchorthat[induces
logicalllreasoning(Jand(]clarification.
Indeed(Ifor[ lcenturies! luntil( 'the[12nd
century BCE, theTalmud/resolvedlall
of(] thel] multifarious(] examplesl] of
"Machloket"foundlinlits[thousands/of
pages.[Olthat[welcould replicate that
featfoday!
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: [nlalmarketwith a very
limited \number!of stores, lis lone!Istore
allowed | to prevent_ all"| competition| by
rentinglandkeeping empty la store! that
became! available, thus allowing " him'to
chargelhigher prices?

ANSWER: Ifiwelhadfoguess, e
would[assume[that/this[question [is not
anlactuall¢ase/but/anlinquirylinto(the
halachic[View onlissues[oflinonopoly
(ifThot,[welwill heed[ more[ details).
This[lis[ Inot[the[ lforum[Jto[ IwritelJa
completel] learned( ] treatise[] on[] the
Jewish[JapproachitoJmonopoly[law.
Thematter(alsoldepends(on(local laws,
asfonlalmatter[of publiclwelfarellike
this, halachalaccepts/thellaw[ ofTthe
land Cas [binding [(see JShut[(Chatam
Sofer,[ChoshenMishpat44, tegarding
theJopposite[‘question “ofl too['much
competition).[However, Wwe[Wwill [prol]
vide[lalreasonable[ picture based[ on
classical[Jrabbinic[]sources[Ito[ Thelp
understandhow(a Torahbased(society
wouldhandlelsuchfissues.

ThisUspecificlquestion's [most[basic
problem(isthematter (0fitispricing. [If
the[proprietor raises(prices20% @bove
anlitem's[going tate, helViolates the
Torah[prohibition[6fTONA'A[(Vayikra
25:14;0 seel] Shulchan[J Aruch,[1 CM
227:1).Whilelthe priceldan[depend 0n
different[ factors(]and[]change, [l one
cannot[¢reatelalimonopoly, artificially
changing[Ithe[lsupplyl]and[ldemand
equilibrium(andthen(saythathisprice

is[ithe[locallgoing[rate.[/(Onel may
mildly[ affectl thel prices[ byl deciding
how[much[ofThisown [produce(to[put
on[thelmarket(+[$ee[BavalBatra[90b
and Rashi, BavaMetzia/60a).

Thelgemaral(BavaBatra[90b)forbids
charginglartificiallyrhigh prices, most
especially(for(staplegoods/ih Israel (5o
rule[the[Rambam, Mechiral[14:6[and
Shulchan[Aruch, [[CM[231:25).[The
question[ishow this[is[different[from
thel ] laws [ of L] ONA'A.[] Thel] Aruch
Hashulchan[J(CM[1231:25;[Iseel lalso
Pitcheil] Choshen, ] Ona’ah[] 14:(31))
understands| that[ this[is[ referring[ to
market(thanipulation(to(alter(the [price.
Thel] gemaral] (ibid.)[] also[] forbids
creatinglalScarcityofl$taple[produce,
irrespectivel] of (] the[] pricing[] issue.
Historically, Cthere"have[been[many
ordinances[dpproved By(leading rabbis
to[toot out[marketabuses,including
monopolisticpractices.

Solmuchfor[the[publiclimpacttipon
the[ consumer.[Is[therel alproblem[in
regard[ to unfairness[ tol competitors?
Themostlacutelissuedficompetition|is
whenlan [“outsider” [sets ip [shopwhere
allocallis(selling(hasagat(g'vul (MBava
Batra[121b).1Other[Ithan [that, [lit[is
permitted foldopromotions or(¢charge
lower [ pricesin[Jorder[to[gain[more
customers[at[the expense[ bfl bthers.
The gemarall (Bavall Metzi'al] 60a)
explains"that,regardingpromotions,
competitors canlalso[dopromotions,
and[ regarding [ prices, [ one[] cannot
outlaw[litCbecause ofl the benefit[to
consumers.

Oneldan(make(the(claim [thatHere He(is
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leaving[ ho[toom/[ for[anyonelelse,[$0

that[1the[Iperson[Jwho[Jwould[Thave

wanted to openlal business[ will[be

totally unable[ to[ldo[ so.[ When[ one

person’s[Ibusiness[Imakes]another’s

untenable, (wehave[the conceptof
PASIK L ’CHIYUTEIL! (Baval | Batra

21b)WhichfinSome/cases requires him

tolstoplhis(activities. However, thatlis

whenldnealreadyhas@Bbusinessandis

financiallypressured (ol givelitfup.[1f
onefjustiarranges thingssolthat/another

decides/itlismotladvantageous(tolopen

alstorelas[helvas[contemplating, [we

find[] nol] prohibition[] (seel] Pitchei

Choshen, TV, 9:(9)).Itlisléven/possible

that[thethonopolisthad [feason(to fear

that[planned[¢ompetition wouldhave

made (] his[] business[] untenable[] or

otherwise[have[used[unfair(practices,

in[whichlcase[preventing[such dompe![’
tition “would [notbe "halachically“or

morallyobjectionable.

ThereisanMapproach[thatevenan
ostensibly[] good ] practice[] suchl[] as
lowering[ prices[ can[ bel[wrong.[ The
Aruch[Hashulchan[(CM[228:14)[says
that[Jlowering[Iprices[Ito[Jan[Junsus[]
tainable[ | pricel ] is[ lunfair(]tol | other
proprietors[ wholcannot! follow[ suit.
Afterlall,[BavalMetzial60alagreed[to
special [ lincentives! ltol the[ lconsumer
because!it[Wwas[possible(for(thelothers
to[dollikewise. [ Whether[this[would
hold8omeonebackwhen[the ¢ompe[’
tition[doesmotlexistyetland [therefore
nolonelisChavinglhisCexistingliveli[]
hoodftaken@away/is Werylquestionable.

| ThelQottonerallneslslirroundltheirs |

| idiomfdr [dsinglohe'sltémper |

THE CHALLENGE OF
MONEY: WAGES/AND
LABOR; EMPLOYER/AND
EMPLOYEE [part4]

by Dr.Meir Tamari

Perhapsthegreatest/économic fear for

humans[isfheuncertainty[ofTmaterial

welleing[inltheirfold[agelorinHll]
health.[Throughoutlhistory there have

beenmanyJand [varied Cattempts [ito

insure[]against[this[Juncertainty.[In

modernl] times, ] Socialism,] Social

Security, [ life[long[] employment, ] or

insurancel[schemes[[Tor[almixture[of
them,[werelall[prompted by(thisneed

tolprovide @conomic(security. Allithese

attempts(fo(provide(security, (however,

havel costs, [ éither[to[the[employer[or

theémployeelor(thelsociety [communl]
ity[state.

Is(there(in[Judaism(anyunderstanding

that[the employer[employee! relation[]
ship[Jimposes[Jan[Jobligation[Jon[ithe

employer] beyond[] the[J contractual

conditions [or[thoseofl¢ustom, [for[the

employee's[ltenure[Jor[his[Jold[Jage?

Halakhically, therelismnolobligation fo

continuel Itol ]employ[ | anyone,[]even

where[ the[ employer simply[wants to

ceasel[ operation[ for[personal Cor hon[]
economicl reasons.[ ] However, ] what

about[ thel employee's| financiall future

after[being retrenched “or[no[longer

gainfullyCemployed?Overland above

this[J material(] question[] there[] are

spiritualfand [psychologicalleffectsof
beingredundant, nolongerJofl Jany

worth [folSociety.

Therelarefwo negatives(folguaranteed
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lifelong[ employment hotwithstanding
thesecuritylitprovides:

ItCweakens [the Cmoral (link [between
productiveléfticient workland[émploy[’
ment[land Cwages Cfor Cthe [jobCdone,
promoting[1 laziness,[] fraud[] and
disguised unemployment.

Alll] attempts[] tol] provide[] security
inevitably(lead [fo(d(loss (oflthe freedom
oflmovement, [@xpression, propertyand
evenl[ of human [ personall rights;[the
degreel and[ scopel bfl loss[ correlated
closely[tol thelextent[ ofl the[ security
provided.

InCcontrast, ThalakhaJinsists[Jthat[Ja
JewishOworker[is(Inot[CaUslave: [1"A
workerhas[the[rightto Cstop Cwork
wheneverHelikes [remaining(liable for
damages[] suffered ] thereby[] by the
employer];[this[tight[ flows[ from[the
verse['fortheylare[slaves[to[Me';[and
notlslaves(folother(slaves(Jthe Jewish
employer][(Toratl Kohanim,[ Vayikra
25:42)"[(Choshen Mishpat(333:3).The
Ramaladds, "Evenlalteacher(or(dTorah
scribe[maymnot(hire themselveslout(to
belinlalhouseholder'shouse!for[more
than(three[years".[Such(tulings ques(]
tion[the whole [institution Cofl tenured
employment.

Severance[paylaslalformloflsecurity,
has[long[been[Ipracticed by Jewish
communities, [ conceptually[ based on
thelgrant(made(folan[EvedIvrilat(the
endofthis[service(D'varim15:14).The
SeferHaChinuch Writes [that, "He [Who
haslemployedalfellow[Jew(will[upon
termination CofT the “work, (grantChim
someJoflIthe Jwealth[Jthat[JG[dThas
blessed him with"[(Mitzva482).

Anotherform[ofTprotection[granted to
thelaged orl infirm[ employeel byl our
sources|is[that[ofl the pension:"'Since
RabbiZusshinder(has[Served faithfully
aslaldayan[for[many[years[and how,
dueltololdlage, [is unable [fo [fulfill this
task, [tlis[fitting[that[the [community
provide[Jfor[Thim[Jin[Jan[Thonorable
fashion"[J (Pinkas[] Kehillat[] Poznan,
enactment[189).Similarly, [Rambam's
rulingthat(all[éommunal [@ppointments
arehereditary,[is[inter alaildmeans for
providing[for[the'widow[Jand[other
dependents, [ through[ lemployment[ of
thelson.

Alternatively, [ security[could[take[the
form[oflassistancein[the job[for[an
aged[or(infirm émployee: "The[Chazan
ofTHuescalafterservingfaithfullyfor
38 years, mowwishes(fohave his[Son
substitute for somedfthedutiesthathe
canl] no[J longer™ do.[C Surely,[] the
congregation[did[not[believethat[a
mancanmaintainhis Tstrength Cand
abilityallhis [ife Wwithout[Sickness [or
other(difficulties suffered bylall iormal
people.[] Thereforel | the[ ] Chazan!] is
entitled[folhavehis[sonlassisthim/[[at
their[expense][sincel this[was[tacitly
understood [by[Call[parties"[(T'shuvot
HaRashba(l:300).

Thelunderlying[tationale[ofTall[these
forms [ofTprotection[seems fo[be, Mand
your[brother[JshallJlive OwithJyou"
(Vayikra[25:36)."t[As[tustomaryfor
everylcourtlinJewry[fo force(thetich
toCperformUallCthoseCactsthatare
worthyland [justleven[ifthese arenot
his[1legall] obligations"[] (Mordechali,
Baval] Metzial] 24b).[] Nevertheless,
unless[ the [ /Torah's[balance lbetween
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Tzedekland Tzedakalismaintained, [we
face[social, economicand[imorall[ills
whichlmake(a[fravestyoflalllthe Wwell[]
meaning attempts.

Postl] 20080 callst] for[J) halakhic

scholarshiptolteléxamineltzedakalof
longferm“protection,[in view bflthe

uncertainty "oflthe lindividual (firm[to

meetltheseldbligations ih[openmarkets

and[]globalization.[]Even[]the[]state]
community¢onsideredin[Judaismlan

entity[ which[is[never[ poor,[ faces[ a

problem[ as( thelultimate[ financier of
such[protection, [ given[ thelincreased

number[lofl peopleto[Tbel lsupported

through (@(declining(pool(dflproductive

supporters.

RabbiWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
SHOF'TIM

Treellike

Il lovel metaphors.Anlaptl metaphor
can] helpd stimulatel boundless
creativityrandcanllead[to[a deeper
and(] richer[J understanding(] of ] the
conceptibeinglstudied.

Take,forcexample, the[metaphorrof
alltreellasllrepresentingllallhuman
being.f'WeffindrthisfmetaphorTinithis
week's[Torah(portion, [Shoftim,(in(the
followingverse:

"Whenlyoulbesiegelalcity forr(many
days(tolwagelwarlagainstlit, fo[seize
it; 1 do[0 not[1 destroy(1 its( tree, 1 by
swinginglanax[againstlit; forfromit
youlwillCeat, ‘andlyoulshall hotlcutlit
down;[becauselmanlis’altreelof(the
field,Ttol1comellagainstyoulinla

siege."[(D'varim20:19)

ITamrawarelthattherelarelalternative
translations(] of(] the[] phrase[1under
consideration,fandthat’somelrender
ittasfalquestion,Isfatree ofthefield
likelalman?"[But thelliteral meaning
of(thelphraselis declarative.[ManLis
likerartreeofrthefield.

How?[Letlus/¢ounttheways.

ForCstarters, CKing[David"himself(in
thelvery(firstCl chapterlof (1 Psalms
compares(thelrighteouspersonitora
tree."HeOis likeDalOtree[] planted
besidel] streams(] of(J water, ] which
yieldsits[Ofruitin[1season, Twhose
foliagelneverfades,Jlandwhatever
he(l does(] prospers."[] OfJ allC] the
metaphorsCavailabletothe psalmist
tolpaint/thelpictureof(thelgoodman,
theltreelis[ thelone[ hel findsimost
fitting.

Thelrabbislalsoluse the metaphorlof
theltree[tocapture theessencelbf
onelaspectioffhumanity.Thus, Rabbi
ElazarlbenCAzariahCwouldsay,"He
whosewisdomCexceedshis[deeds,
tolwhat[can[hebecompared?_Tola
tree[whoselbrancheslare manybut
whoserootsareJfew, [sothat[Jany
windcanlcomeJand CuprootLitCJand
turnJit_loverllonllits[face...[1Butlhe
whoseldeedslexceedlhisiwisdom, to
what_canhebecompared?Tolla
treeJlwhose[branchesJare[few[but
whoselroots[arelmany,(solthatleven
ifCall'thewindsof theworldsbeset
him,(they[cannot movehim(from(his
place..."[{Avot(3:22)

Thelrighteouspersonrisllikeraltree
besidelalstream.[Thelethicallman(of
actionCwho[JputsThisOwisdomUinto
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practicel hasl deepl roots[ which[give
himconfidencelandisecurity.

Therellarel'sol many[‘other[ways[in
whichwellresemblethetree.[1The
treel] regenerates, ] and(] the] wind
carrieslits[seeds(tolgreat/distances.
Solfoo, mankindlisperpetuatedover
thelCgenerations,fand’sometimesrour
descendants(takelTootlin cornersof
thelearth(that arefarlremovedfrom
us.

When(l[closel myleyesland(try[to
imaginel] thel] tree,[] twol] different
images( ] competel ] for[l my[] mind's
attention.[Onellis[ the[treel[ standing
alonelJin(thelfield, Twith[IlongTand
drooping(] overhanging[l branches,
providingshadelffor thoselwho[sit
underlJit.[1Solltoo, Il canllimagine
humanibeingslinimyrown(lifefandlin
the Chistory Cof Chumanity “lwhostood
apartflandwere misunderstood,yet
providedphysicallor(spiritualCshelter
tolsolmany!(others.

ThelotherCimagellhavelisof[lone
tree,not(Jalone,Tbuttogetheriwith
manyl] others] constitutingll an
impenetrablerandmysteriousforest.
And[Isol]too, Thuman(ibeings(band
togetherlintolsocialTigroupsTwhich
contain(] their(] own[ idiosyncrasies,
which(] seem(]impenetrable(1tol]the
outsider.

Therelislallessonlinithe metaphor(of
thelltreelfor(Ithat[I most[limportant
human(J process:[] education.] This
lesson(lislisolwelllexpressedrin[the
lines(oflthe(poet,[AlexanderPope:

"Tis education' forms the common mind:
Justlasthetwig is bent, the tree's inclin'd.

Trees'left[toltheirrownldevicesgrow
wildly.[Propercultivationcandirect
theirCgrowthpositivelyandproducl]
tively.[Soltoo, " humans[benefit from
proper(] "bending",[] discipline] and
training.

And(]thenl[Jtherellis[thel[lsad,[but
ultimate, 7 connection[] between(] the
treellandtheJhuman(ibeing.[1Trees
wither,[TandJtrees(1die.[1 They[lare
subjecttoltheforceslofrhature:fire,
wind, [ deteriorationand decay. Yes,
welknowlof(trees(thathavelendured
forfcenturies, (butfevenrthosellengthy
life(Jspans(leventuallyllcomelltollan
end.

100 would[ likel] to[] end(] this[" brief
contemplationrofithemanyranalogies
betweenmankindanditheltreeswith
alpassagel from[thellancient[ Greek
poet,[ Aristophanes, ] which( is[] so
reminiscent] ofl] morel] than(J one
passageliniourHigh[Holidayliturgy:

"Mankind, ! fleet[l of(J life, ] like [l tree
leaves, ] weak(] creatures] of[J clay,
unsubstantiallasishadows, wingless,
ephemeral,J wretched, ] mortalJ and
dreamlike."

Butltherellis[lallhappierliconnection
betweenlpeoplelandiirees,and that
is[through(thelTorah, Which(islitself
compared(tolaltree, theltreelofflife;
EITZICHAYIMMHI...

Indeed,*Man(is[like[the(treelof[the
field,"Owitheringor[Jabletothrive,
depending™l onl] one's(] own[ life
circumstances. O

Bible for $200: What's the first word of each?
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ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'inAccordancewith Halacha

MedicallSecrets
BRCA Mutation

Over[the[pastfew[imonthswelhave
beenJdiscussing[Jdifferent[Iscenarios
concerning(themeedfo feveal medical
secrets[when[¢onsidering(alshidduch.
Todaywelwill[discuss(thelissue[ofla
woman Who is found fo e alcarrier(of
the BRCA mutation.

Anlintroduction: [Thebodyhaturally
has[Thuman(ltumor[suppressor[genes
that[] repair[]damaged ] DNAT] which
might[ cause tumors. "AllCofTus[have
smallfumorsinfourbodies WhichTdo
nothecessarily iakeus[ill, and[the
task CofTtheIsuppressorgeneslis[to
make/surelthatthese fumorsidomotget
outofThandlandbecomeldangerous. [If
these genestannot[fix[the[damaged
DNA, ithey/simply(destroylit.

In[J certain[ cases[] thesel[] suppressor
genes[are[damaged(dueltolalmutation
andlare[then[incapablelof[performing
their[task:[they[can[heither[ fix “nor
destroy( the[] damaged ] DNA.[] The
damaged[DNA[then[may[Iduplicate
itself, [andthis[inchecked[growth[¢an
causel] cancerous[] tumors.[] This
mutationlis(called[“Breast[Cancer[1’ [T]
or[BRCAMMand s ¢arried by 0.3%of
thel] general[] population.[l Amongst
Jewish[Ashkenazi families/the[Statistic
is[18.50times [Thigher:[12.5% [ofTthe
population(are carriers.

This[factis[Very[significant'when[Wwe
considered[the ramifications ofl this
mutation(ds/(it(felatesfo thelincidence
ofldertaintypeslofi¢ancer. It hasbeen
published(that[56%  [oflévarianéancer
and[19%/[ ofTbreast[cancerlare[telated
to[I(BRCA[mutations. [J'Women[Jwith
BRCA Ihutations [drelat(a (35 [80% [risk
oflidevelopingbreast[ cancer, and[a
27150% Urisk [ for[Covarian[Jcancer [ [
depending “on[which[mutation[they
carry.[These(women[are[at[alimuch
greater [ risk[] for[] contracting[] these
cancers(than(thegeneral [populationof
women, where [ the [Trisk [is[112% [ for
breast[cancerand[11.5%for[ovarian
cancer.

Todaythe medical[dommunitytecom[]
mends[that[women[with[theCBRCA
mutationJundergo[Jal] gynecological
checkip,an[ultrasoundlexamination
and(televant[blood [tests[twice[yearly.
UnfortunatelyJ it[] is[J still[J unclear
medically[] as[] to[] whether[] this
significantlyprolongs lifeléxpectancy.
There[have[been[studies[that[have
examined[ thel[] efficacy[] of(] other
possibleliedicallinterventions, (but(so
far[] nothing[ has[] proven[] to[] be
conclusive.

Thelbest medical "advice[ for[suchla
woman(is [fo bear(children When(shelis
as[young[as[possible, "and[then[to
removel | her[] ovaries;[] the[] medical
recommendationis[that[she[indergo
an[Joophorectomy[l(removalJoflIthe
ovaries) bylage 40 or[45.[TThis has
beenishown [fo[rfeducethelincidenceldf
ovarian/cancerby95% [and[theTisk [0f
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breast/cancer bBy50%.

TheDaboveJobviously[raises Jmany
questionswe Will[deal[with[Some[of
the ChalachicCquestions[linCJour[next
column.

@ [] [ [] E % {‘Z) °
Givinglmore[meaningtolour(T'fillah
OneWeek[at(alTime

Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author

BirchotHaShachar
(partfdur)

029w T2 10IR /7 AR 7372
DR 29 7RG i

Transiation:

Blessedale Mou,[HaShem [dur[God,
Kingldflthe[Universe,MWholspreads(the
earth[above[the[Waters.

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbnceptlofltheprayer

Revealing[Hashem's[Goodness

Oneldflthelpurposes[dflmhakingBrachot
is (o [dequest[that[Hashem’s[doodness
and[blessing[bk[rkvealed[tbthe Morld.

Insight: Deeperlheanings...

Recognizing[theSource

ROKA[HAARETZ[ALHAMAYIM
Theldature[df[Water[i [that[it[tbnds[tb
spread [ahd[flood[dverything[ih [its [Fath.
In[His[greatldompassion,[GIdldverrode
water’s[Inature,[lconfiningLlitClto Lits
designated[place[dnd[Teaving[dry[Thnd
forthan,[Plants [nd [@nimals[to [ihhabit.

Onelheed[bnlyiewimages[bf[ the
devastation (Hrought[By[alltldal[Wave [dr
tsunami[to[linderstand[Wwhat[happens
when, for just[alféwhours, [G [dlrkleases
His[bbldloh[the [Waters[(3o[tb[speak).

Birchot[HaShachar[ale[notlahalogous[td
the[Blessings[decited[Beforelderiving[d
benefit[duch[ds[food.[Therefore,[dhey
arelrkcitedldven[BythoseWho[areldot
deriving[the[Benefit[{.e.[d[Hlind[Jerson
and[the[Blessing[fordight). (But[¥[dhe
primary[teason[o[inake [Blessings,[ds
the[JGemaralkeaches,[is[toLreceive
permission[from [ G[d[before L dleriving
benefit, [lwhy ClmustCloneCreciteCthe
Birchot[1HaShachar[evenwhen[lno
benefitlidlderived?

Rav[ Chaim[Friedlander,[ Mashgiach Lbf
the[Ponevezh[Yeshiva,Léxplains,[¢iting
theWords[df[RabbeinuBachaya:

“...[Bveryone[wWho[[akes[a] (Blessing[.1
is[téstifying[tb [[G [d's] [shipervision, MVho
supplies[sustenance[lenabling[us[to
survive.[Andlid [thatmherit[{f[dnelrkcites
a[Blessing[Before[donsuming[fbod)[the
grainCandfruitChre[blessedChndChre
plentiful.”

Every[Hlessinglihcludes[tvolakpects:[(h)
welFequest[ that Hashem’s[goodness
and[blessing[]be[1revealed;[1(b) [lwe
acknowledgelthat[dverything[id [Hlis[ahd
that[Helid[the[sburceldfleverything.[The
resultCt]ofthat[recognitionis[Ithat
Hashem[ihfuses[His[dupervision[df[the
world[With[gbodness[ahd[blessing.

Sefer[HaChinuch[ekplains [thatlrkciting[al
blessinglehables [us [tb [ilfill [G [d's [desire
toldo[gbodfbrHis[creation.[Bylstirring
one’s[Awareness[df[Gdlds[the Source
oflalllgbod, [the [akt[df[rkciting[alblessing
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generates[theherit[(or [dhe Llvorld o
continuelrkceiving[Gd's Bounty.

Visualize:
Images[thatbring[the [player[tb [ife

Aimitless,[Gushing[Spring

Many[ykars[apolin [alrkmote[alea, [there
wasLAfarm,CAndCbn[fhe[(farmCgrew
peppers,[tbmatoes,[Jotatoes[and[dorn.
Theldorn[fed[the[dhickens,Which[Thid
eggslahd[drovided[doultry.[A[féw[gbats
gavelthe fAmily[ample[thilk.[(Thefhirmer
and[his[family Clived Cwell Cfrom Ckhe
producel] of L1 their[d successful [1farm,
feeding[themselves[adnd[selling[the [dest
tolcbverltheir[dtherlekpenses.

Theléntire[énterprise[depended[dn[d
springldhich[(flowed[nderground.[The
water[from[that[kpring[Enabled[the
crops[ o[ krow[hnd[khe [ family[hnd
animals(tbMive.[(Werelthesbringltb[dry
up,[the[farm[@And @l [that[thrived[there
would[Be[dompletely Ldinsustainable.[Th
justlallfew [Wreeks, [it[(Mould [(He[dust[and
decay. [But[this8pringLivas[d [tushing,
gushing,[keemingly Cendless[kupply [Cbf
lifelglvingCwater,Chnd Ckherefore, Cithe
family [felt[ids (fikture [as[skcure.

Like[thisldnderground[Spring, LG [d3[d
boundless,[] overflowing[] source[] of
sustenance [for[ibs. [Everythingive Ldely
upon[Hraws[itsCéxistence (from[Him.
WhenDOwe[Fecite[the[words[In[the
blessings, We[ttace[dur[shistenanceBack
to[dts[Bourceand[hcknowledge [ that
there Would[Be[dothing LG [dldid [dot
providel[if.

Trythis:

When oulshy[the [Wordsih [any [Hless ]

ing, [inagine [thelclear, [gushing[Waters[df

the[dSource ofthe [blessing LI our
Creator.[dmagine[khe [ krops[khirstily
drinkinglih [the OWvater,[growing[dtrong
andlsh. (Imagine [the [Bounty[Spawned
by (Xhat[kushing[dpring, Cind[feelCthe
sense[bf(Hullness,[$atiation[and[abun[]
dance.

Focuson(alword:
ELOKEINU[[IOur(GI[d.

Our[G[did[@mnipotentlahd [Almighty, [al
powerful [ Master[Who[monitors[hnd
overseeslehch[ahd[elery[dne dfluk[dn(al
personall] basis.[] Well acceptl] upon
ourselves[] Hashem’s[] dominion[] and
render[durselves[ds[ihsignificant[Hefore
Him.OWelannounce[thatWe[dre [deady
tolskrve[Him[(hccordingtb[durihdivid [
ual[] capabilities).[] (Shulchan] Aruch,
Orech[[Chayim[b: |,[ Nefesh[HaChaim
3:1I,[Mlichtav[M’Eliyahu, [vbl.[4] [pl [6B)

Editor's2¢:

For [nhtive[Bnglishspeakers, [i[id[algbod
idealtd [uke[alSiddur With [algbod [English
translation lWhen [davening. [Bven [if[you
havelalgoodHebrew, [there[areldlways
wordslybuWould[liketdlcheck.

Somel[peoplefind[itldistracting[tbKeep
looking[1between[Ithe[1Hebrew[Jand
English [sides [df[d[Siddur[With[Both.[Th
that[dase, [it[id [drobably [algood idea tb
spend[dome [dime[With [the [dranslation
(goodFbotnotesHelplilhmencelytbo)lid

between[davenings.

Thislleek's[tivoshows
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Portionfrom(thePortion

Needless[Tragedy

Thelnation[wasshockedlastlweek
bytheIhorribleJcrashIbetweenJa
minibuslland(lalltrain[wherellthree
generations[1met(Itheir[1death.We
makerarbigfussraboutiterroristsfand
IranCbutCunfortunately,CinCreality, (we
maybelourlworstlenemy.[1tfseems
thatfarJewishrdriverithatiwashotlas
carefullas[helIshould(Thavelbeen
wipedoutTalwholefamilyof(igood
andlkindpeoplelTinstantaneously.
Asllwellallllwalk[Jaround(trying[to
comprehendlsuchlJallloss, JwelJask
ourselves(ifl therelisn'tCanything“we
canldo(to(preventsuchlincidences(of
uselessllossl ofl life[ from happening
againlinthefuture?

MaybeJ verses[] from0 this(J week's
portion[canrgivelusisomelguidance.
Thell portion(] begins(] "SHOFTIM
V'SHOTRIMUTITENLLECHA"J[Twe
areflinstructedrtorappointrJudgesto
enact(thelawand[Shotrim, officers(T]
tollenforcelthelaws[Jofthe[ITorah.
Thelllawsof(Ithell TorahJarel1not
sufficient;[we needlalsystem[ofllaw
enforcementlas(well.

Therelare[manyTorah[laws(related
tolInotlJcausinglldamages(itolother
peoplelincludingnotcausingbodily
harmrandrdeath. mMPeoplemightknow
thellawsbut'howmanylof[us[follow
themmeticulouslyMasour(Grd(given
obligationstorourfellow Jews? How
manylof(us(drive'wayoverlthelspeed
limit, [ talk Con_our_cell_phones[when
drivingC andJ don'tlJ slow(] down( at

crosswalks?Weldon't'seem(ioltake
road(safteylawsseriouslyenough.
Welmustheedlalstrongerisystem of
SHOTRIMitolenforcethesellawsand
makelsure[welabidelbythem.How
couldlit belthatalpersonwholhas
hadl] numerous(] serious[] driving
offences(] against] them[J still” be
allowed(thelresponsibility(for driving
others?JSomethingimust(lbeldone
aboutthis(phenomenon.

Peoplelmightinotilike melsaying(s$o,
butfmaybethelpunishmentforthese
offenceslisIhotrharshrenoughrioract
asl] all deterrent( for[ irresponsible
behavior.f(Ilknewthatlfwould(sit(in
jailliflitwasl¢caughtrtalkingfonmyrcell
phonelwhileldriving, 'would(Ildolsuch
althing?

When[welhadaltrueUewishllegal
system,Jalmurdereriwas[executed
forChisCerime.[ALverselinLourportion
explainsCwhy[this[issolimportant 1]
"LO0 TACHOSII EIN'CHAI ALAV,
UVIARTAT] DAM HANAKIT MIYIST
RAEL,[V'TOVILACHI(IIDolhot have
pityCon[thelkiller.CIfCyou tidIsrael of
thosell who(7 havell shedl] innocent
blood, [things[will)gowell forlyou"
(19:13).[TheSfornolexplainsthatlit
islimportantfopunishthemurderer]
solhelwon'tCcontinueto[Tharmany
onelJelseland[IL'MAAN(YISHMA'U
V'YIRA'UTTasan’educational’device
sollothersCwill_know[better[lhow[to
behave.[Solitrhelpssociety bothlby
preventionandrbyrbeingraldeterrent.
ThislistheTOVILACHIoftheverse.

Butrtherelislalsothe beginningofithe
verse.[] ThereitD statesJ "L'VAIEIR
DAMONAKICMIYISRAEL DT linnocent
blood".[This[seems[tolbelsaying[that
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thel] reason(] all person’] whol] Kills
someonelelseIshould CbeJpunished
appropriatelylisforijustice IIZEDEKIT
theldeathlof(themurdererfactsiasla
KAPARAfor(themurderedperson's
spiltblood.

Welmustltrytolrunfourlsocietyinra
justiway; [ZEDEKIZEDEKCTIRDOFTJ
pursueljustice withTalllyourCmight.
Welmusthavellaws[taughtbylthe
SHOFTIMTIT and(] enforced( byl the
SHOTRIM,butlthetrue Ujusticel1[]
though(] well might(1 not(] always
understandTit,lcomesfromTheOne
Abovel] asl[] wel] willl] bell saying
numeroustimes(infaboutalmonthlon
Rosh] Hashanal M VAYIGBAH
HASHEMLTZ'VAKOTBAMISHPAT,
V'HAKEL] HAKADOSHT1 NIKDASH
BITZDAKA...

MaytheU TorahUlearned D fromUthis
column(] bel] all zechut] for(] the
neshamotiwholwerekilledTinTTthe
crashland(may(we!lallldrivejustiabit
morelcarefully.

JUDGESICHOICEPEACHPIE
Forthefilling:

5(7peaches, (or(other(fruit[oflyour
choice)

1/8spcinnamon

12tsplemonfjuicelplusfapinchrof
lemonizest.(dependsion
sweetness(of(fruit)

1/2lcuplsugar
3(Tbsp(flour

1/2[tspfinelychoppedfresh
rosemary

2[Tbspbutter{orisubstitute)for
dottingronrthepie

OptionalZwhippedicream
Directions:

PeelOandchoppeachesllinto11.5"
pieces.[Mixthe[peaches, cinnamon,
lemon(] juice,[] lemon(] zest,[] fresh
rosemary,sugar‘andflourfinfarbowl.
SlowlyTrollToutChalffof(thepielcrust
dough, ] sprinkling(] 1/2(] tsp(] fresh
rosemaryflinithellastfew(rolls. Place
thebottom(crustlinCar9"pieplate
with(therosemary sidelup.

SpoonrtheffillingTintolthepielcrust.
Dotithepiewith2[Tbspbutter.

RollJ] topJ pielJ crust] andL! sprinkle
rosemarylagain.[Placelthisfontoprof
thelpie,[rosemarylsidelup.[Trim(the
doughCwithkitchenshears, Croll Cup
theedgessol that[the fillingCwon't
escape,andlcut(5islitslin(the top.

Bakelat[425°F forr 20 minutes,and
at[1375°F(ffor(135/40 minutes(more.
Bake(untillIcrustlisllal deepligolden
brown.Seeinglthe(filling bubblingris
another(Jsignthatlit'sdone.JIt'sa
goodTlidealtolplacetin(foil sheetslat
thelbottomrofrthelovenrtorcatchrany
juices(thatrspill’over.

Letlcoolloniwireracksbeforelcutting.
PATE BRISE CRUSTRECIPE

2%4¢upslallipurposeflour

1/2[poundunsaltedbutter,
verycoldlandlcutlintolpieces

3ltspskosherisalt
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3louncesicoldi{iced)water
1[Tbsplsugar

Combinef(flour,salt,fandrsugar.(This
canlbeldonelinalprocessor.) Add
butter(1 and(J mix[ or(J (pulse)(] until
ingredientsiiookrandrfeelllike[coarse
meal. Nowladdwaterrandmixuntilra
balllofldoughlis(formed.[Dolnhot over
mix.[1TurnJdoughoutTontoplastic
wrap,Icover,Candrefrigerate forCat
least thourbeforelrollinglout.

TopOwithJwhipped(lcreamorllice
cream.

ParshaPix[explanations

o UpperléftChre[Jthe[kymbols[Jof
SHO[ETIMI(gavel)

¥ andSHO[TRIM [Bheriff's[star)

o* Negation Ldircle[dver[the[glanting
of [h[kappling[ = prohibitionbf
planting[dreeslih [dhe[Mikdash[dr
Mizbei'achlatea.

* TiltedOscales(I= Ulperversionlof
justice[TAldecurring[themelih[the

sedra

g CrownUis(forCOthe CmitzvalCof
appointinglalking

* HelhustDvrite [A03pecial (Torah
(quilll&lphrchment)

o Heliay[LhotLbwn[hn[&xcessive
number[dffhorses[(B[chesskhights
are[foolnany,Cdefinedds[inore
thanlnkcessary)

o GiftlWrapped[present[tepresents
MATANOT, [the[gifts [tb [aldohein,
specifically[] the[d parts[] of[] a
slaughteredlahimal

o Negation [dflvkering[td [the [right[dr
leftCltimes[J2[CIbecause HallCare
commanded[3o,[And[the [king[Lis
additionally[dommanded[thelshme
thing

o Rabbit[id (hht[stands[fdr [mhagic [(but
isChot[the[3amekindthat[the
Torah[fbrbids[[Mhat's Why [ifidnbt
inlalnkgation(circle)

@ Ax[handle[Hetached(rom[head
(kills[sbmeone) [[&lassic[SHOGEG
situation

«* Bulldozer (@[ [drepare[thelrdoads
to[RMIKLAT [fdr [Betterakcess[tb
thelcitiesofréfuge

@ Bottom,[from[Ikft. [(ThreeLhilitary
deferments: [ BuildingLhew[house,
engagement[] to[] marry,[] and
vineyard

* Treelith [flinny[{ce[féatures[id Kl
HA'ADAMLEITZ[HASADEH, (for
man[idlthe [tteelcflthe fibld

2* HomeDBweet[Home [PictureWith
the[pyramidsLis[degated[Because
we[dre[dot[dllowed[tb [deturn[to
Egyptltd[iVelthere

* There[Bkh lelyeWith[the [dtter [lid
it, LiwhichLlis[h Lplay LlonLIAYIN
B'AYIN.[Thelghraseldppearsldnly
threeltlmes[ih[all[df[Tanach.[Two
of[] those [ times[] are[] Parshat
Sho[ftimOandOthe ChaftaraClfor
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Parshat[Sho[ftim![(The[dtherldne
isfid Phrshat[Sh'lach)

* Thedicelatedouble Which Hfdr
thedldouble Mords[id [the hhftara [Tl
checklthemlalut

* The Lpeace3ymbolLin AL $peech
bubbleldtands[for[dhe[itzvaldo
offer[peacedodnLénemy[Before
engaging itlid bhttle

o Theldecyclinglsymbol [demindsLus
to[dvoid[dhe[prohibition Lof[BAL
TASHCHIT [(Wvasting)

* The [degation[df[the[dnake i [fbr
thelprohibition GfRICHUSHDplay
on[Words).

¥ The[lshake R ERING dobra, b i
also[defers[do[tdhe[prohibition[df
choosing[h[king[from[hnother
nation[(Cobralisn'tlalJdwishlhhme)

¥ ThelHi ngldflHearts[i3Lying[down
since[theldings[Heart[thust[dot[He
raisedlabovehis[blothers

* ThelBhnd [of[five [queens(stands[fbr
thel prohibition[] of L] the[d king
marrying[dn Ldxcessive[dumber[df
wives.[Dn[theldther[hhnd, [there[id
aldard[gameldalled[Five[Crowns
which[Hoes[have[ b [fueens,[ 3o
maybe [We[do [not [Have[alviolation

here.

o* Thelketupthessboard[hnd[the
question[] under[] it[] formd an
Unexplained[and[A[ ¢thallenge[to
youltblsblvelitnkatly.

* The LWagon i3 [fbr[the[PJortion[df
EGLALIARUFA, Cwhich,[wel hre

taught,[Was[the[tbpic[that[Yaakov
and[Yoseflere[$tudying, LWhen
YoseflWas[thken[ffom[Him.[Xears
later,[] Yosef[(] sends[] AGALOT,
wagons, [to[Bis[fhther[Yaakov, [to
facilitate[the [fhmily's[descentlihto
Mitzrayim.

2* ThekwolhlarmHocksChre[For
HITOR'RI,HITIOR'RI,[dwaken,
awaken...[This[phraselchn [Belfdund
in[thisWeek's[bhftaral(as[Well [ab[id
L'CHADODI).

ArtScrolliSeries ® Mesorah®Publications Ltd.

WISDOMR[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

R’ Y osef[df[ Tomashov[WasMiolently
opposed[tb[the[Chassidim [df[Kotzk,
who[dften[delayed[their[grayer[time
beyond[theltimelspecified [(By[Halacha.
Solbpposed[Was[he[that[hen[he
heard[that[khe [ kon[id [Aw[Jof[khe
innkeeper[Where[He[Was[staying[Had
become[alQhassid[dfthe Kotzker, [He
moved[but[bf[khatCinn[ChndClnto

anotherfidn.

Later,(dwhenJR’[Yosef[L1met[the
son[id Idw, [the[don[id Mdw [dsked[Bim
why [k Was[sb [apposed[td [Kotzk.[(t’s
because[dhey[do[dot[ddhereldolthe
prayer[times,” [he[réplied.

“Yes,[but[dyoullembarrassed[1me
publicly [(By [Tbaving[thelihn,” [daid[the
sonlid—law, “and (i [thatybulviolatedal
Torah[Thw, While [the[fixed [dimes[for
prayer [ Were[bnly[brdained [ tabbin[]
ically.”

“Youlare[dght,” [shid[R’Yosef, Chnd ]
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am[hereby [ Hoing[IT'shuva [ for[my

actions.”

“But[hlow [chn [dne[pbssibly [do M'shuva
in[an0nstantUike[$hat?” CAsked [ the
younglan.

“ThisCmatter Lis[ChddressedCinCkhe
Talmud,”[daid[R'[Yosef, Mfor (We[dre
told[that[ifilalnhan [Wishes [tb[Hetroth[al
woman['dn[theldondition[that[He[i3[al
perfectltzaddik’, thisidlcbnsidered[at[a]
possiblebktrothalMthich ouldlnked(al
getltblréleaselthe Moman,[ds[hkmight
(I3t[the[timelhk [mhadelthe[declaration ]
haveldone['shuva.’[Mhus[Welskelthat
T'shuvalchnleVenlcbmelid@ahidstant.”

Later, [the lybung[mhan[tdld[this[episode
tolthe[Kotzker,[Who[tbld[Him:[[HThe
argument[df[R’[Yosef[i$ (Al Weak[dne.
Thelhalacha Lk [ghattdvhen[d[person
marries, [all[his[sins[al-e fdrgiven.[Thus,
evenlthinking[about[M'shuvalidlehough
to[make Chim [Ch CFull Ckzadik. [T hat,
though, [i8[ot[tluelih [ahy [dther [chse,
andlih[dther[dases[therelit[do[duch
thinglas[ihstantMshuva.”

HEHEH

The[Maggid[ df[Mezeritch Ldemarked,
“Whenalpkrson[idlehtrustedtdglard
another[person’s[possessions, [ there
are[twolWays[He[dan[grotect[dhem:
either[hle[chn[gliard[them [chrefully,[dr
heldan[dctively [do[dut[to[datchldny
burglars[Hefore[they [(Have[dven [Had[al
chance[ ko[ knter[thehomel helds
guarding.[While[theirst[inay[be[d
goodl §uard,[ the[ $econdis[ by[ far
superior.[And[thelsame[i$ [drue[With
the[MetzerHara[l8ur [BvilThclination.
AlpersonLImay[lake[ hllCkypesllof

measures[tb[grevent[the[yetzer[Hara
fromUinfluencing[him,[but[to Lteally
conquer[thelyktzer[haraldnelnhustigb
outlah [thelattack, [Beforeitllelen hhs[al
chanceltb[ghin[even [altbehold. This[id
what[id [theant[ih [the [(Mishnalih [Avot
4:1,0'WhoUis[Lmighty? L1Onedlwho
conquers [his[Bvil lhclination’ (Before[id
haslalchanceltbbkgintbtdkelrbot.”

THEIJERUSALEMIINSTITUTE
OFJEWISHILAW

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean
Lesson#[530

APPOINT JUDGES

Thislessonlis/scheduled[tolappearlin(the
week[of [SHOFTIM. [ This[ begins[ with
theladmonition[fo[appointjudges. 'What
kindloflal¢court/ system[does[the Torah
contemplate?

I thought[that[ I would[dedicate this
lesson(and(the mext(few [lessons(fo fryto
explain[lin[simple[ non(legal language
some[ofl thehighlights “ofl the[ITorah
judicial/legal [System.

Since, [with[one[possible[exception, the
Torah[judicial[System[¢ontemplates(that
allloflthe judgeswill (belordained, [a [few
words[about[ordination. Ordination[or
SMICHAI(lit. the[laying[ofthehands)
is[thel title[ given[tolal personl wholis
authorized[tol[]adjudicate(]cases.[ ] The
Talmud[in[T.[Sanhedrin[13b[ describes
the[ procedure ofl ordination and! traces
its[] origin[J from[ the[] ordination[] of
Yehoshual byl his[ teacherl Moshe.[ The
Divinelinstruction found [in[Bamidbar
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27:18[ 11 'Takel theel Joshual thel sonl of
Nun,[almanlin[Whom/is[spirit,[and[lay
thyhands[uponhim” [3was[ carried[out.
“andlhellaidhis[handsupon him[and
gave himlalcharge”((27:23).

This[] was[] the[] only[] time[] that[] the
ordination processlactuallylinvolved|the
laying[onloflthe hands.[Thereafter[the
procedurewas(for(dn ordainedperson(to
designate thel designee[ by thel title[of
“Rabbi”and[the[ person[sol designated
was[Iconsidered Jordained.[]Ordination
may[bel conferredonlylin[the[Land of
Israel, (but [ts [authorization[ds universal.
Many![persons/may[bel ordained[at[one
time.[] Thus[J it[J is[] reported ] in[J the
Jerusalem[Talmud!lin(the(last[¢hapter(of
Sanhedrin, [ thatl King[ IDavid[lordained
90,000(menin onelday((It[appearsfrom
Rambaml that[ItheIcorrect[Ireading(is
30,000(inlonel day.)[Evenl for[the[ Beit
Din, [Ithere[Twere[Ithree[]standards[]of
ordination.[JSome judgesJwere[lgiven
authority[ to[ adjudicateonly[ ‘monetary
cases.[] Other[] judgesl] werel] given
authority[toladjudicate onlylin[matters
ofllritual,[] while[] others[] were[ given
authority/(toldeclare first[bornlanimals(as
blemished(] and[] thus(] acceptablel] for
nonsacrificial[Islaughter.[ISome[judges
were authorized(tolactlin[twolof these
areas/and[some[were[givenauthority(to
actlJin[Jall[Jthree[ areas.[] Thel]entire
command[oflordaining/judges/lapsed/in
the[fourth[¢entury[CE. An[tinsuccessful
attempt(was[madelin[the middle[oflthe
sixteenth[ ] century( | tol] reinstitute(] the
command[based[Jon[lalJstatement[]of
Rambam/(bothlin his[commentary[tothe
Mishnalandlinhis'¢ode. Thus[since(the
middleloflthefourth(¢entury, there has
not(beenlanylordination.[(This[is not[to
bel¢onfused(with(the current/practice(of

ordaining[Rabbis, [Wwhichlis not[the type
ofldrdination referred(tolin Halacha.)

Aslaltesult[ofVariousRabbinic[decrees,
the[ Inon/ordained(]judges!1havel]juris(]
diction[Jover[ imatters[ that[ Iboth[Joccur
frequentlyland(entail [a[loss ofimoney(for
thelinjured[party[whol ¢could[hot[suelif
therehad[been[hol Beit[ Dinl available.
Matters[overwhichmonlordained judges
dolInotl]exerciseljurisdiction[are[]in
halachal designatedas[penalties.[In[the
nextl[ | lessons[] there[] shall(] IYH[ be
discussed[ the matters[ lover which[ the
current(nonordained judges/doleéxercise
jurisdiction.

CHIZUK #1DUD

DivreiTorah fromthe Weekly'Sedra
withla/focuslon Tivinglin Eret; Yisrael
Chizuk forOlim & Idudfor'not yet Olim

"Judges[Andé&xecutive Lbfficers[$hall
you[dppointfbryourselveslih Ell[the
gates[Which[HaShem [your[Godl[gives
youdorYour[tribes[and [ they[3hall
judgelthepkoplellith fustfuldgment.”

D'varim[I®:18

The[Parshalpresents[3everalLbf[ the
institutions[decessary fbr[dationhood.
Thel[ bpeninglerse,[ huoted[hbove,
presentskhe [imitzva[ofhppointing
judgesLdnd[énforcers[ofl#heudicial
decisions.[Later[{17:15),[the[Torah
presents[the[thitzval&f[dppointing[d
king:

"Youlshall[slirely [skt[alking[dverybu,
whom[HaShem[ybur[GodMilllchoose,
from[@mong[your[Brethrenshalllyou
setlalkinglaverybu, lybulnhay [nbt[place
alfbreignerldverlybulwhol[id[not[ybur
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brother."

Thellnstitutions[bf[_hationhood[hre
directly[delated[tb [the Tland [df[Tkrael
and[td[thelcity [ofJdrusalem.

Midrash[Sifrei[dotes[that[the Wording
of[the[Merse[drecludes[theldossibility
of(Appointing[A[king[LWho s thot[4
resident[df(the [Holylland.Theldéader
of(the[PeopleLbfl[IsraelLinustCdome
from[the[hndcf(Idrael.

As[far[ds[jlidges,[the[Torahihstructs
that[Cthe[than[Who [ihtentionally [does
notllistenltd...[the [udge, [thatiman[shall
die[dnd[You[dhallCéradicate[dhe[&vil
fromsrael"[J(17:12).C0The[Halacha
teaches[thatlignoring[theldictates[df
the[Sanhedrin[Tthelsupremeldeligious
court] idalchpital ckimelohly Whenthe
courtlsht[ih[Jerusalem.[The[duthority
oflthe[Sanhedrin[dan[He [flilly [rkalized
onlywhen[the[cburtlid(headquartered
inJdrusalem.

| mujeragaubayo

[Ed.[nbte:[Although [chpital plinishment
is[pbssiblelahly fdr aIZAAKEN [MAMREI
[AMorah[stholarMholidlalithorizedtd
render [bhlachic[decisions[[IWho [fouts
the[Great[Sanhedrin)[@nd[Has[Under[]
gonelalséries[ofthialsfid vhrious[cburts
onlthelWay[to[the[Sanhedrin[df[71,
and[dlthough [there[hight[dever[Have
been [an [dctual [dase[df[dxecutionfbr
thisLviolation [1ITthe [ fact[ khat[the
language[dflthe[Torah[id[sb[sharpfbr
the[dffence[df[ihtentially [challenging[al
pronouncementof[lthe[1Sanhedrin,
indicates [khe[keverity [lofLuch[Chn

offence.]

Clearly,[the[Torah[deaches[fhat[the
nationhood[df[I$rael [dan[Be[dchieved
only[ih[the[Mland[df[Tsrael[dnd LWvith
Jerusalem[hs[Cts[tapital. [ No[bther
possibility islcbnceivable.

David Magence, Jerusalem

TOWARDSBETTER[IDAVENING
ANDTORAHREADING

D'varim[Ik: 18, fist[phsuklid Sho [ftim:
B ThRYS..

This[ibtricky. (The (WET LhIISHMAL]
TECHAI[{ [dften[pronounced(ak[alFElI,
LISH[FATECHA [vhich @ Mrong TR
means[toyour[ilidges", [dotTto lyour
tribes",[ds[ik[ [ dupposeddoLdnean).
Thelrkasonlit[hight[domeldutlWrong
is[that[the[SHIN 3 [d[doiceless[étter
and[itClisCImoreUnatural ClthatClthe
followinglétter[also[He [voiceless[(like
a[BEl,[dather[than [A[YET).[Also,[the
nextWord, M'SHAETU [bhs[the[SHIN
FElséquence, mthichisidorehtural.

*[[h[D'varim[20: 19, We[Have [ah [ekample
oflalword[With GIMAPID [HEI [that [ifif[id
notlproperlyvbiced, [the[theaning[dflthe

word[] changes.] EITZAH hgﬁ?
(herthelclty's[ftees).[HITZA, [aHvice.

*SHO[ETIMIcévisited.

Thereldrelhany lvords[dhat[fit[dhis
topic, [ButlWelchoose[SHOETIM[ahd
SHOM'RIM@s[the[dxamples,[fbr[the

obviouslréason.

Many[people Will (Break[these [Words
into[syllables, [like[this:[SHOF[ahd [TIM
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and3HOT Lgrhymes[ivith [(Boat) [dnd
RIM.EWrong.[dDoesn'tLkhange[khe
meaningofthe Words, blt(still.

SHIN/CHOLOMIid[the[first[syllable [off
each [df[these[two[Words.[Theldext
letter [With [aISH'VA [Begins[the [skcond
syllable[@nd[the [SH'VALS[NA.[E'TIM
and[T'RIM.[Siddurim [that[chark SH'VA
NA [ate [hklpful fr [this kind ofword.

HWIDDLES!

Lastlidsue’s (R'El)[MTriddles:
[1] PresidentShimon[R?

Parshat[R'eiland[Harshat[Sh'minildach
presentlthe[ahimals[We[thay [ahd [thay
notd eat.[] There[d are[ differences
between[the[two[Versions[1lImost
notable[]is[] the [ list[] of (] animals
(mammals) welnay [eht, bthich idfdund
in[Rl'ei, but[nbt[id [Sh'mini.Idrelevanttd
this(DTriddle.[MVhat[i3[Felevant[id[the
listLofLhonKosher[Birds.[3pecifically,
theld pasuk,[J V'ZEH[J ASHERL] LO
TOCHLUMEIHEM, (And[these[3hall
not[Be[ehten [among[them [(the[Birds),

HANESHERL] V'HAPERESL] V'HAL

OZNIYA.[This[k[dhefirst[df[deven
p'sukim [that[likt[the [ [ty pes[dfBirds
(animals[With [Wings[ohight[Be [alBetter
translation[Because [df[the[idclusion[df
BATs[oh [the[likt) [that[we[mhay [nbt[eht.
Thelidentity [dflthe [Birds[id[the [slibject
ofldebate;[someltlanslatorsrefusetb
translate[the[dames[at[all.[Rav[Aryeh
Kaplan[zl[id [The [Llving[Morah[rénders
NESHER [ak[dagle, [(But[dhallenges[that
inalfbotnote Wherelthe[gtiffin[vlilture

(largest[darnivorous[Bird[ih [Irael)[is
suggested[Jas[]the[JNESHER.[]JStill
irrelevant[for (this[(T Triddle, [But[the
background[ik[éducational. [(Now[ve
comelto[the[RERES(hot[itrelevant).
Again,[] from[] Thel Living[] Torah:
Ossifrage, [Peres[id[Hebrew...[Lhtin [fbr
bone[Breaker...Iargest[BuropeanBird
of[prey...[desembling[Both [the[dagle
and[theMulture.[However,[the[Torah
is[nbtlnhminglekactspecies, but(broad
categories...[Somelidentify [it[With [the
bearded[Multure[thatves[ih[the Holy
Land.C]MostUimportantly Clfor Cthis
TTriddle[ds[Targum[Onkeles.[1The
three[Birds[dflthis[phsuk[alelrkndered
as[NISHRA,[AR,[@nd[DZYA.[Hence,
President[Shimon Rl

[2] When[bhorelalrIéss[isIéss
With Oadding[to the[dTorahCand

subtracting[from[it[(Hoth [grohibited [II]

BALCTOSIFCAndCBALCTIGRA e
would[Be[ustified (it [shying[that[mhore
or[ess[hre[both[less,[kince[kach
violates[the[Torah.

[3] Thelpreferred"[drink{or(this
week'slsédra

Many[ykars(ago, theltéaliddustry[chme
togetherWith[ah [Ad[dampaign[Hoping
tolWin[dver[dome[dflthelrillions[df
coffeeldrinkers.Their[slogan [was[Take
Tealahd[Ske.[Hencelthelcbnnection[td
Parshat[R'ei[(3ee).[Mhe[TealTouncil [df
the[USADWrote:[THow [ $imple[CAnd
refreshing![Let'sChotLtry[tol$elllh
specific(brand [df[téa, [idstead, [ét's st
concentrate[bn[3elling[the [ddea bf
tea..."[@neldf[their[dds[dead:("When
youlfind[ourselfCgoing[hroundn

circles,[hhve [alclip[dftéa; [mhost[cheer[]
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ful (stuff(id [the World.Mry[drinking[tka
withJourléveninglheal [for[d[Week;
seelif{the[World[doesn'tIbok[d[ittle

brighter.[Mealpkycheslybulup."
[4] Theleharlafitheldosherlahimals

Sneaky[Hebrewl[English [play loh words.
EAR[hereltheans[the[HebrewWord
for[city, IR.[Mhe[city [among[the [kt [df
kosher[thammals[i$[AKKO.[Thel[akko

is(the[ibex, [alWild[gbat, [alk.a. (YA'ELT]

whichlidbbth[the[mhodernHebrewfdr
the[ibex[ak [Well[ak[aIBiblical [nhme [fbr
the[[Animal, vhich Céan [be Hound[n
ShmuellAlef,[T'hilim, ahd [the [Book [df
lyov. ItlcinalsofdundatEin[Gedi.

[5] TheltWolshys...

Another[sheaky (Hlebrew [English [flay.
This[time,eltbok[ddvantage [df[the
fact[that[When[@n[S[$[ddded[to[the
verb[SAY,[1he[desultCdoesn'tLdhyme
with[days[dnd [days, [But[dather QWvith
fez.lyou[read[the [ ordshys[ak[if[it
didlrhyme[With [days, [then [ybu[Would
be[kloser[ o[ the[kolution[bf[ the
TTriddle..] SAY=SEI] as[] in[J SEI
CH'VASIMEnd[SEIZIM, [Sheepldnd
goats[ IITtwo [ bfl the[ three[ kosher

domesticlahimals.
[6] first[R'eildoesn'tinhatchlskénse

Thelword[R'ElldccursB2 [times[ih[the
Tanach.[Thefirst[timelit[dppearsLis
when[Yitzchak [k [falking (o [Yaakov,
thinking[that[He[i$ [Hisav.[He [dsks [His
son[lpproachhim[CandCkiss Chim.
B'reishit[27:27 (IIAnd(He[dame[dear,
and[Ekissed[Bim;[@nd[hedmelledthe
smell[df[His[ghrment,[ahd [Blessed [him,
and[shid,[See, [the[sinell [df[hy [sbn[i$
likethe [smell[df[alfield Which [G [dlhas

blessed.[Since[Yitzchak Wvas[Blind (At
the ime, [his CliseCof(the vord[See
relatedtd[sinellidluhderstandable.

[7] thelskédralappropriatelbird

[8] Sounds[d[BitllikeMeckleldnd
Jeckle

Welchnbhndleltheseltivo[MTriddles[ad
one,dince[their[dolutions[lle[ih[dhe
same[pasuk.[Another[df[the[g'sukim
listingl] the[d] nonlkdosher] birds.
V'HARAA,CIVETOOHAAYALOI V'HAL
DAYA, [the vhite Multure, [dhe [Black
vulture, [the lite [(With vhriations[ftom
differentlsburces).[RAA[3[spelled[the
same[As[R'El,Cinaking[it[the[$edral]
appropriate[bird. [AYALAnd[DAYA
rhyme, [as[do [Heckle[and[Jéckle, [two
cartoon [mhagpies.[SInce [mhagpies[al-elid
the[drow[dnd[daven [Fhmily, [they[dre
probably[ihcluded[ih[dnother[df[the
p'sukim [IM'EIT(KOLOREIVITMINO.
Interesting[that[rhven[is[the[dne[Hird
on[the[likst[that[Has[ids[dwn [pasuk[ahd
has[theWord[KOL, allrhvens, [pbssibly
indicating[that[tdhe[dategorylihcludes
many[dther[types[df(Hirds,[all[rklated
tolthe [cFowfmily, [oflcburse.

[9] MazalPic

Thelinazal LofLElulCisCthe CBETULA.
VIRGO,[ the virgin.[1 The[ planet
associated[with[Mirgo[idMercury.[The
planetl Mercuryds[hamed[for[khe
Roman [mhythology [character[Who[wWas
known [fbr [Being[alsbeedy [hessenger-.
Thelplanet[Mercury3peeds[dround
the[Sun[ih[dnly[88[days,[darninglits
name.[The[dnly [chetal [that[i3 Tljuid [ak
room[demperaturelisLdnercury.[Tt[is
known Laks[quicksilver[Because [df[(How
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fast[itCinoves[{being[Aiquid).[The
symbol [fbr[this[chercury [[Ithe [chetalic
element, [nbt[the [planet[Tid[Hg, Which
is [the MazalPic[this[Month.

[10] Unexplained

Thelrghtlthiangle[With[the [right[ahgle
marked LC[tepresents[theHirst[two
words[dflthelsedra.[C[3 [dee[Z[REI
This[we've[lused[h[ few[ kimes[lin
differentCiways.[IThe[ Fight[hngle[is
formed[By[the[tivo[perpendicularlégs
oflthelttiangle.[Mhe[Hebrew[Word[fbr
perpendicular[or[Fightlahgled[{also
vertical) [dLANACH], [spelled[the[shme
as,[ahd[sbundinglsimilar[tb[ANOCH],
asd[R'EIIANOCHIL...

The[JGemarallteaches[lus[that[TFirst
Shearings[] (REISHITO HAGEIZ)] is
requiredifLdne[has[a[inimumCof[H
sheep.[Although[theres[Lho[Amount
specified[ih[the[Torah,[dur[Sages[Have
set[the[dmount[dt[1/60.[The[BLdheep
minimum/[id[tb[ske[tb[ilthat[theldohein
is[given [allgift[df[slgnificant[vhlue, [sb[the
mitzvalid["teal", [nbttbken.

Widespread[dustom [do[decite[Psalm
27,[0DAVID:HASHEMIORIMYISH'I...
each[mhorningftom [the [skcond[day[df
Rosh[@hodesh [Hull{ile. fdom [Alef[Elul)
untilCAndDincluding{Hoshana[Rabba.
Nusach[Ashkenaz[dlso [days[it[dt[the
end[df[(Maarivlahd [Blusach[Sfard[shys
itlak[thelehd[df[Mincha.[lhterestingltb
note [that[it[id [shid [dxactly (100 [tImes
duringlthis[deriod.[That's[29 [days[df
ElulH2 [dhys[cFTishrei, vice dhily.

Widespread[custom[dto[lexchange
greetings [Huring[CElul, Dwishing[Ckach
other[A[K'TIVAINACHATIMALTOVA
orMordsltdthat[effect.

MostLimportantly, lWhat[dhould[Be[d
widespread[lpractice[is[Jallserious
review[dfLdne's[Behavior Heligious,
social,[personal ([Hs[d[Jew[dnd[ds[d
human[Being.[The[rkview[should[Help
us[dntolthe[Pathway[df[(T'shuvalih[d
widevariety [of[directions.

T'shuvaldsCalways[in[3eason,[ 3o to
speak, [Ibut[JElulldJand[Cthe[JYamim
Nora'im[@reldspecially[ropitious fbr
T'shuva,[] for[] increasingl] our
commitment[tb[Morah [ahdMitzvot, [tb
Chesed[ahd[Kindness, [tb [Helping[dach
other.

Welshould[Belehcouraged By [the[fict
that[ G [d[Has[gromisedth [Help Ls[ih
our[spiritual [deturn [tb [Him.[MVithout
that[Help, [it[i$ [dldaunting[thsk.[WVith
His[Aromise, [it[i$ [alldhallenge [We [dan
undertakeWith[fgelings[dfldve [dfIG[d],
ourfféllows...ahdldlurselves.

The3kdof[Elul[(Friday, [AugustBth,
thislyear) [k [dhe[75th [yahrzeit[df
HaRav[Avraham Mitzchak[HaKohein
Kook, 9"sy.[Born[ih[Matvialih (1865,
cameltb[FretzMisrael id [1P04.[Chief
Rabbillof[lYafo,[ Jerusalem, Eretz
Yisrael.
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[Parsine [Peints o Pencer
Suggestedlahswers

I)[ThelKlilYakar[dxplains[that[the
command[do[Appoint[judges[LFOR
YOULI(LECHA)Umeans[that[lhe
people[vho[Chave[the[power[to
appointltheljdgeslshouldmakelslire
that[the[Judges[dlso[havepower
overlthem[ahd[nbtlbknd[judgements
inCkheir[(favor.[COIThe[dTorah[then
teaches[that[dncelthat[i[ih[Place,
the[judges[WillLdertainly[judge[the
restldf[the[dation [With[Honesty[ds

well.

2) Mhel@hrHaChayimahswers[that
the[personLis[kymbolically [ldead
since, Jevenif(1thereCdwere[Ino
witnesses[tb [His (thurder,[He Mould
bellihbletb[death[ffom[Heaven.So,
we[take[this[person Whoid[destined
toldkath fdom [hkavenahd kil him.

3)The[Ramban[keaches[that[h
person[chn [ehsily [ustify [nbot [Killing al
murderer b [shying[that[itlidlgbod[td
sparelhis[Iife[ahd [Bad[tb [l lahyone.
Thus, [the[Torah[dpecifically [dtates
that[iid[GOOD [tb [kill (him [Blecause
sparinglthe[liVesloflmurdererslolitlof
compassion [Will[éad[tb [mhore [lling
and[dkath.

WALRUS

The[Morah [plohibitsalkingfdom
havingah [ekcessive nlimber[of
horses.[Itlplobablyldbesnbt
includelthe[SUS[YAM 0> 00
a.k.a. 13:\3’)

Nor[dbes[iflidcludelthelséahorselid
thelplohibition.[Skahorse[id
Hebrew/[id D?‘O ]1030,
SUSONkinglalpbny.

Despitelthe Hebrew[nhmes,
walruseslahd[séahorseslatelnbt
related.




