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« Thisissue[IMTBR2 [Ebvers %ﬂyj;mjlndgmmj
Nitzavim Mayeilech, RloshHaShana, 7
and[Shabbat[Shuval(Haazinu) dufﬂ///gy; Dt%/é/, D}fa‘g&(ﬁ«wd,

+ No[T [during[Rlosh[HaShanalweek
« TTER3Y"Hfdr Mom Klippur

« Shabbatlid/outlchartfdrBV7 | IYH
innkxt[MT(923)

» Lastlobfdrsibmissions:Mon[Skp.[6l

« TTOR4[drShikkot, fdlding [YH
on[Mon[&Tue, Skp.2D 2]

« Lastldp fdr[slibmissions:[Stin [Skp IR

» Shabbat[Parshat[Nitzavim[Mayeilech
5:00pm Yaacov[Peterseil &[Co.
6:00pmMincha

» Motza'ei[Shabbat:
9:30pm [Pte[Slichotlshiur
10:30pmBLICHOT
[ 1:30pm[Ple[Slichotlshiur
12:30pmBLICHOT
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Shabbat[ShuvaDrasha

Parshat[Haazinu
3Mishrei

September[IRth
5:00pm
Rabbi[Dr.
TzvilHersh[Weinreb

Exec.Mice[Plresident[Emeritus,
Orthodox[Union

Mincha
6:00pm
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JerusalemShabbatlid/outltimesfdr Nitzavim [ Vayeilech
6:25pm II_ibIag: 5:41 )IDT: 3 7 pm (other[imes[ske[pBahd Rl Gut)

MOSHIKO [N EW [Grill Bar © Mevasseret[Tzion
SderotHachotzvim[9 ¢ 579(7744

Word oithe Month (more WordI[dfltheYear)

This[Shabbat[wWe [Would[He[Benching[Rosh[@hodesh Mishreilifilwe [did [Hench
Rosh[@hodeshMishrei.[ButWeldon't.(Mhehidden [nature [df[Rosh[HaShanalid
partly[cksponsible, [ahd "tonfounding[the [Shtan"[gkts[idto [the [akt, [ab [ell. But
Tishreilstill (Has[@[tholad, Which [ih [Eddition [tb [Being[Part [df[the [(Kiddush
L'vanaltiming, [id[crucial [tb [ektablishing[the [day [dn [Which [Rosh[HaShana fls,
and[ih[its[Wake, [the Way[the [ylear's[chlendar[Unfolds.[The[cholad [df[Tishrei
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Theltimes[thatlalelukually fdund(id [this [bbx[ate[an
oneldflthePull[@ut[sheets[thisWeek.

TherelybuWillfihd skventimes[fdr[ehch [dfldur 119
locations:[Regular[chndle[lizhtinglahd[ehrliestichndle
lighting[(PLAG),[ahd[Havdala[fdr [Shabbat
Nitzavim[Mayeilech, [chndle[lighting fdr [ehch night[of
Rosh[HaShana, ahd[the [chndlelightinglahd (hhvdala
timesfor[Shabbat[Shuva[lHaazinu.

Alllthose [times[af[Summer[time, Mhich Will lehd fbr
this ykar[id the Wee [hburs[df[Motza'ei[Shabbat[Shuva
(technically,[dnSLinday[Morning, September[IR).

Forlmanylykars, Idrael [decided[ehchlykar When
Summer[time (Began[ahd[ehded [Without[tbo [mhuch
consistancy.[Alnumber[ykars[afo[they[phssedlidto
law [alfiked Mormula" fdr [Summer[time. [Sha'on Kayitz
begins[ah [the [Friday [Morning[before[April2hd[ahd
ends[ahn [theSlinday [Morning[Before Mom [Kippur-.

Ranges are 17 days, WED FRI
22 Elul 9 Tishrei (Sep 117)
Subtract one hour from Sep. 12

Earliest] Talitl & T'filin00000005:2305:34am
Sunrisel00000000000000000000000006:1506:25am

SoflZ'maniK'1Sh'malin00i009:2609:28am
(MageniAvraham:(8:4008:43am)

SofiZ'mani T'ilan00000000010:30010:30am
(MageniAvraham:19:59110:00am)
Chatzotimmmmumm12:39%4012:33%pm
(halachicinoon)
MinchalGedolanionooooomon1:1201:05pm
(earliest’Mincha)
PlagiMinchallmmmmmmns:43%415:25%pm

Sunseti000000000000000000000000007:0706:4 7 pm
(basedioniseallevel:17:0316:42pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

| Thelthreefdllowahd[mimicKliMavo |

Hisltbols[ate[mixedup

Y Isithisoneofithem?

| The one that would be there even if all the others weren't |

|  ZEBRAICROSSINGIGUIDE |

starts, [ehds, [bbth, [nkither

Deerlin/confused from

Last ones of last two are the same

| Woody, Jack(& Jill |

|STOP, LOOK, LISTEN which is the odd man out?|

| The lonely letter says it ain’t so |

| | will rejoice in what? Torah |

t= Theltticklidltd lkkepldne's[nbse
TOlthelgtindstone [BLt[OFF[id

From['AlCandlelbyDay"byRabbiShragaSilverstein

ACandlelbyDay@ThelAntidoteTheWorldbfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailablelatl054[R09[B200
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LEADTIDBIT ..o fom [the fdont[phge bLit[bumped" fdom [itl

Had[We[Beenlable[tb[plroducelalTorah
Tidbits[fbr[the[dst[Shabbatdfthelykar
onl[its[own, [then [this[kad [MidbitWould
probably[Chave[4[Hifferenttocus.[As
would[the[fbllowing[TT,Mhich[Would
belfdr(the filst[Shabbatlcoflthe lykar.

But[dather, [this[Ciksue ik [for[dhe[lhst
Shabbat[&f[§3770,[dhe[Rosh[HaShana
(and[JRoshCIChodesh, Lalbeit, [lunan [
nouncedlahdldbwnplayed)of (577 1,[ahd
the[first[Shabbat[df[the [dew [year [Tl
rolledlidtolohe.

Comeltd[think[dflid, [We [think[id [t&rms
oflah [dId[ylear[dnding[and[aldew[year
beginning[ldnly[Because[df[the[Way[We
countlyears[[Tfrom [Tishreiltb [Tishrei,
from[Qreation. H[wWe[think [ih [tbrms[df
months[dflthelykar, [Welalelehding[the
6th[inonth[And[beginning[the[¥th [1T]
making [this [oherely[the[crossing[dflthe
midpoint[{actuallyChot[ 3o [ this[Jear
becauselthelishreilthrough [Adar [half"
will[Be[skven [chonthsObng[MTHut[that's
anotherlissue).

And[khe[JopeningCimishnalin[JRosh
HaShana[further[Hefuses[ the[kharp
focus[dfltransition [from[dnelyearto
the[dext[By[telling[Us[df(fbur[Roshei
Shana.[And[thelsécondnishnalplesents

us[With [dhe [(four Ldimes[dhe dvorld [k
judged.[1SoLeventhe conceptof
Judgmentldn[Rosh[HaShana[id[defused
by[theldther[three[flinctures[When[We
standjlidgment[I}es, (e[[THot[grain,
fruits,[(And Wvater. [Tt [k [We [that[(deed
favorable[judgment[dn [all fur [times [of

thelykar.

Do[Welshy[theselthings[tb[Ibwer[the
awe[Held[fbr[Rosh [(HaShana? [G [d[fbr[]
bid.[Pkrishlthelthought.

In[fEct, [theldtherthreeltimesthe Morld
is(udgedatelfor(themholeWorld[Hhd
each[dfluk[ak[ahidhabitant[thereof. But
Rosh[HaShanalll&ven [With [ids[uhiversal
theme, ClevenCwith[Ch[feel CForClour
membershipGh[Klal[Yisrael, [dndCour
attention[tb[ihterpersonal lohitzvot[ahd
relationships[[I[sbmething[we[ténd[td
take [pkrsonally [HS e[should.

Maybe[ the[Rambam's[ descriptionLbf
howMelshouldMew[duriVeslidhklpful
to[Plugldsih b [dur[dommunity,[dur
nation, [ahd[all [df(Aumanity {IWhile[still
allowing[us[do[fbcus[dnLdurselves[ds
individuals, [id [aHdition [tb [Being [phrt[df
the[Whole.[Weldare[notlignore[ahy[df
thelrblesWelbhve. 120 NINM NAIND

Word ofthe Year cont.

What[We[Would[dall(Wednesday[dvening,[i$ [donsidered[ih [(Halachic [tkrms[tb [Be [TEIL
CHAMISHI, Cthe[dve [df[Thursday.[When[the [tholad [8f[Tishrei it [dnytime [from [dfter
noon[dn[Tuesday [uhtil [oon[dnMhursday [(dnd [under [specific[drcumstances, [even[at[ah
earlier[gointldn[Tuesdaythorning),[then [(RH [ [fixed [fbr [Thursday[(hnd [Briday).[This
year'slaxamplelis[the[simplist:[Molad [df(Tishrei[dn [Thursday[3[RH[dn[Thursday.[Blext
Tishrei's[tholad[@nd[the [fixing[df(RH 3772 [Based[dn[it,[Helps[determine[the [skatus[df
Cheshvanl[ahd[Kislev, Which[this[ear[(577 | ) [Both[Have 30 [days.[The[M'uberet[P'shuta
pattern(determines[that[577 | [Will lhhve 1B [Months.
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Nitzavim Wayeilech

STATS Nitzavim | Vayeilech | N[BIM
of (B4 [sédras 5Ist | 52nd | —
of (I id[M’varim | 8th 9th —
lines[id [a[Tlorah 87 72 159
rank 52 53 (40
Parshiyot 4 3 7
P'tuchot I 2 3
S'tumot 3 I 4
P'sukim 40 30 70
rank[(Torah/D'va.)| 53/10 | 54/11 | (48)
Words 657 553 1210
rank 51/8 | 53/10 | (42)
Letters 2575 | 2123 | 4698
rank 51/8 | 53/10 | (39)
MITZVOT ' 2 2
positive 0* 2 2
prohibitions 0 0 0

*Some (Mitzva[cdunters [cdunt Thhuva [frbm

Nitzavim

N [&IVTafe [tHe [tdo [sHortest [sddras

in[tHe (Tarah, (bt [tHeir [psukim [ade [tHe (o
longest [inl[tHe (Tdrah. [[dok [ad [tHe [(Hypothetical)
rank [od[tHe [cdmbined [N}V [add [nbtice [tHe [uimp
from [pJsukim [tHru [wbrds [td (ekters.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

Numbersin[[squareCbrackets] Clare[Ckthe
Mitzvalcbunt[of[ ISefer [IHaChinuchLIAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[] A=ASEI
(positive Lthitzva); [Il=LAV [{brohibition). X:Y
isCthe[CperekAnd Cpasuk rom Cvhich[the

mitzvalcbmes.

[P>X:Y[(¥)]ahd [F>[X:Y [(7)] [ddicatelstart
of[dlParshaly’tuchaldrlstumaldespectively.
X:Y[i$ [Rerek:Pasuk[df[the Beginning[dflthe
parsha; [(Z) [id (the [dumber [df[d'sukim[ih [the

parsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
3+3+ [ 4[plsukim I12D:1 |

[P>29:11] Havingl soll recently
heard0thelfrightfullTochachalland
thelturseslthatlhrednvokedlhgainst
thosellwholl betrayl Gd,0Israellis
understandablyll "nervous"D about
its future,0 tol sayl thel least.
Nitzavimltherefore,beginsbonlthe
positive,lreassuringlnotelthatOwe
arelALLOstandingbeforelGOdOand
enteringll againl intol all covenant
with[Him.OTheselopeninglp'sukim
calll ourll attentionll tol the
"inclusiveness"D ofll thel Peoplel of
Israel.0Welhrednadellipbilcholars
andUleaders,djudgesandfunctionl
aries,imen,0women,andlchildren,
converts,woodlcuttersffandwater
gatherers[fAshkenazimhnd[S'farall
dim, 0 religiousl andl secular,0 MitQ
nagdiml andl Chasidim).0 But
togetherltheyhllktoodtolreaffirm
theirlcommitmentdto0GOd.dJewish
Unityll hasl alwaysll beenl our
strength,l itsl lack,0 ourl greatest
weakness.

SDT: Ravidharonlof Karlin pointedlout
that! ATEMislinadel of thelletters of! the
word EMET, (truth. [This, Chel$aid, [is[the
onlylwayltolachieve LIFNEIIHASHEM, to
standbefore Gd.

SDT: Thel Alshich points| but! that! the
TorahldescribesthelPeoplelas"all oflyou,
beforel ] GId",[) and then[] proceeds!] to
delineatel different typesLofl Jews. [ Before
Gld,[wel lARE Uall(thesame. IWhatever
differences|mightlexist/palelintolinsignifil|
cancelinlcomparison\with(the factthatlwe
arell alll] Gld's[ creations.] Differences

OUllsraelCenterTT(922 5@ The/from(5770to(5771 lissue

becomel important( from[ ourl perspective.
WeView somelpeopleLaslinore Valuable
thanlothers. [Butiwelveallylhavelno way!fo
knowlhow! GldViewslus.[Inl His eyes[we
areldllstandinglerect|this'day...

AndOtherelisOmore.0 Thellsecond
threelpasuklbetlproclaimsthat[itls
notfustthelentiredPeoplelbflsrael
wholwerelalivelatOtheOtime,0who
arell makingll thisll covenantll with
Gld,0it0isOalsol ourlancestorslto
whoml GIdO0 madel Hisl special
promises,Jandltodthelgenerations
ofll Jewsl inl thel pastl ANDI the
future,0whoselspiritd(souls)0were
presentlhtlthisltovenant.

Perhaps[this[ik[theldneaningLbf[the
prophecytb[Avraham[Avinulthat[His
descendantsWill [bk[a$[cbuntless[abthe
starsldflthelhkavens.Takelthe[nillions
of Ukews [dlive [today,[ddd[the[rhillions
who[have [plrecededuk, [aHd [the [Thow
many [ohore? ([Ifliture[gknerations,[ahd
welJcan[truly Clbe Cealled [(I"without
number".[Mations[that[Have[domeltb
anleind,[chn[Be[dumbered.[An[eternal
peoplelcinnotleVerbklcbunted.

Asl hell hasll donel severall times
before,0IMoshellRabeinullpresents
bothOsideslOofltheldcovenantOwith
GldbeforelthelPeople:0Youlhave
beenlinlEgyptlandlyoularelaware
offitheirlabominablelpracticesland
thoselofllthelotherlnationswhich
youll havell encountered.0 Perhaps
therel isl all rebelliousl individual
amongl youll whol willll turnl from
GldhndlEmbracelhnotherfaith.

SPY: Thel phrasel describing what e
would(todaytefer tolas arottenlapple"”
is(] "Shoresh] Poreh] Rosh[] V'laana”,

literally["al poisonous | oot of! lgalland
wormwood. 1 Theinitial lettersof! Ithis
phraseliearrangelto[ spell [ SHOFAR, the
antidote tol this[ hegative facet ofl Jewish
life.[TheShofarmustiawaken(thelone who
strayUandUstart himConthedroadof
T'shuva.

Alpersondwholturnsltod another
religionbwilllbelkeverelylpunished,
evenlflhelthinkslbtherwise.OThese
p'sukimbhrefhminiatureversionlof
thelTochachalfromOastBveek.

Thel portionl concludeslwithlOthe
statementlthatltherelarelinysteries
oflithisDworldOthatOare0GOd's0and
therell arell revealedl truthsO that
belongl toll usl andl ourl children.
Ourlkchallengelistolremaintaithful
tolthellorah.

Rashildnterprets[thisChasuk[dn[the
narrowldontext[df[dhe[punishments
presentedin[the[previous[p'sukim.
However,[this[pasuk[dlso[has[Wide
applications.[dn[&llChreasCbfChuman
knowledge[[I3tience, [chath, Mistory...[[T]
there[hre[inysteries[And[thereldre
revealed truths.[J But[J remember,
today'sLimysteries[ kan[be[ kevealed
tomorrow, [nkxtlykar...[or nkver.

And/orWeldan[Edpply[the[donceptldf
thelphsukltdthings[thathhppenlid [this
world[lthat[we[ldon'tCunderstand.
WhetherGk[k[dhe[dlassic, (TTZADIK
V'RALLO...",[(that[Fighteous[people
sometimes[Have[d[ery[Hard[ife, [dnd
wicked[people[3eemHo[énjoyLtheir
lives, [dr[Whether [iflid[cbping[With [the
death [dflallchild ",[dr[aktempting[tb
understand[the[SHO'AH, ahd[aImyriad
oflthings[thatstrike [uk [a[uhfair, [things

OUllsrael[CenterTTI922 & 6 @ Thel/from(5770t0(5771 issue



that[plomptluk [td fuestion (G [d' [Hdr
all[df[theldbove, [this[Hasuk[duccintly
tells[uk[thatlthereale mhysteries[id this
world[that[dre[linderstood[by [G[d
only,ahdthat[(dnly)thoseHelchooses
to[Feveal [ to[lis,[becomelburs[to
understand.[This[ toncept[ does[hot
"answer" [hagging[uestions,[but[lt
must[becomepart[JofCJour[Cbelief
system,[Hecause[i8[i3 [alltfuth[that[dan
help[us[cbpe,[ahd[understand(that[We
are[not[Jcapable[Jof[Junderstanding
everything.[Reople [desist[this[dotion,
butitlidinb [dss[ttue lbkcause [of that.

Lewi[ISkcond[Aliya
6 [plsukim [II8D: |

[S>30:10 (10)] Froml the
perspectivelofllabsoluteljustice,dif
well breakl thell termsl ofll our
agreementlwithOGOd,Opunishment
shouldbebwiftthndlcromplete.But
well couldl notl survivel suchl an
existence.l Thisl portionl of
Nitzavim@Qellslusthatlfllwhen)lwe
breakll thell covenantl andl are
dispersedlamong( thell nationslas
punishment,lalllhopelisOnotOlost.
WelhavelthelOgoldenlopportunity
tolreturntolGIdIThndMHeblwillthelp
thell processll along.0 This too
becomesl partl ofll thellagreement
with(GOd.OThelconceptsloflireturn
inalphysicallandOspirituallsense
arell intermingledl in0 thisd Torah
portion.

Thel waywardlJewl turningll back
towardsHaShemOandOthedTorah,
andlthelJewlexiledOtodaldistant
landl comingl backl tol Israell are

presentedll simultaneously.ll This
representsll thell dualll naturell of
T'shuva.l Whatll all wonderful
opportunityllbeckonsOeachlJewOO
andtheJJewishPeoplelhshlwhole
MinObeinglgivenlalsecondlchance
tollivelhltruelT orahlife.

MitzvaWatcch

Rambam[dnd[Sefer[lHaChinuch[{and
others?) [do[dot[dount[T'SHUVA[Jer
se[hmong[the[ k|3 [imitzvot.[ Befer
HaCharedim,the[SMa"K,@nd[dthers
docountdT'SHUVAOasConeldof
TARYAG.OThereis[CIno[Ineed [Cto
"justify"[dounting[Bepentancelds[dne
of(dhe[nitzvot[ih[dhe[Torah [T he
Torah[Ccommands,CIV'SHAVTALCIAD
HASHEMIBLOKECHA, [And[ybulshall
returnlté[HaShem, ybur(G [d. Buthbw
do[Welelxplain[the[absenceldf[T'shuva
from[thesdbmellistlofmitzvot.

Onelchn[saythat[Rambam[cbuntslahly
specific, [distinct[ohitzvot.[A[dommand
which[k[dll [inclusive,[duch[ds[Keep
Myl mitzvot",.J "Beld holy",[J "Be
straightforward Cwith G [d", CisCnot
numberedldnGtsCdwn,[Because [t [k
really [phrtlofalllokhermitzvot. M'shuva
can[Heviewed[the[shme[Way.[Bart[df
the[ohitzva[tb[Recite[the[Sh'malid[that
ifldne[does[dot,[drldoes[it[Without
kavana,[then[He [hustlrkpent[his[Ways
and[day[the[Shmaldorrectly.[Rart[df
the[prohibitionLbf[ $peaking[ Lashon
Haralid[that[ifldne[does, [then (He [must
repent.[More[than[T'shuva[Beinglits
own [thitzva, [i1[is[ah[add [dn [tb &l [the

others.

OUllsraelCenterTTI922 & 7 @ Thel/from(5770t0(5771 issue

Or,[Mre[danbok[at[T’shuva s [Algift
from[G[d [Heldoesn’t(HAVE[tb[dom ]
mandit. [(He[ust[has[{o[let[it[be
possible.[And[WelshouldGimp[&tlthe
opportunity.TheMorah[dbesnbthhve
toldommand [us[tb[Hreathe.[Wedo[it
because [t [k [Relpful (4o [Tiving.[So ik
T’shuva.[The[Torah[doesn’t[Bave[to
tellluk[td répent, [dsthbw[td[db [itl

On[thelbther[hand,[there[ds[Cbne
aspect[df[T'shuvalthatI$[dounted By
Rambam [ak[alohitzvalamong[the 8l 3 1T
Vidui, erbal Ctonfession.[dThis[ds[h
specific[dspect[df[T'shuvalthat[DOES
"qualify" [fr the Rambam's[cbunt.[And
yet,[LJas[Imentioned[earlier,[Jsome
mitzvalcbuntersL DO tount["shuva
among[lthe[1613.[JJustCIknow[lthat
whether[T'shuvalis[dumbered[dmong
the[813Lbrldot,[ik[k[dn[éxtremely
importantlthitzva, [diways[dpplicable ]
butlekpecially at[this [time [oflybar.

Thel lastl pasukl ofll thisO portion
containsoneloflkeverallELULs,[in
thelformOofllR asheilTeivot,Oinitial
letters.0 Andl GOdOwilld circumcise
ETO L'VAVCHADN V'ETO L'VAV
zar'echa,lyourtheartthndlthelheart
ofll your[ children.0Baall HaTurim
actuallylsaysQthatOthisOisOwhyOwe
saylBlichotHuring[Elul.

ShilishiThirdAliya
4+4[plsukim [LI30:7 [14
IflwelreturnkodGd, thenOGOdOwill
rainltheltursesuponburlEnemies.

Wel havell onlyl toll bel faithfull to
HaShemU0andl keepl Hisl mitzvot,

andll allll HisO blessings willl be
showeredll uponll us. Againll a
"pitch"OisOmadelfor0T'shuva.0And
again.0AndthelT'shuvalkhouldbe
completelylbincere.

[S>30:1104)] ButlhowlcanOwe
hopel toll keepl ourl partl ofll the
agreement?lIsOnotOtheld Torahlso
exaltedlandOremoteldthatdalmere
mortallhasholchancelofflattaining
spirituald heights?0 Thel answerl is
eloquentlyl stateddin0thel famous
wordsl ofll thell Torahl M For[ this
mitzvallsthotnhelheavensthor(s
itHacrosslthelocean.OItOisOsolvery
closell andl attainablel thatl every
JewlcanlfeellconfidentlinOtaking
uplitsfchallenges.OitlisOupltolusito
makelthelcommitment,Ofeellitdin
ourlhearts,lhndIACTipont.

R'VI'1[Eburth[Aliya
6+3+3[plsukim [II3D: 150311 :6

TheOfourthOAliyaOlisCOALWAYSCthe
bridge[betweenthelwolpartsCofld
double[Sedra.

[S$>30:150(6)] Thel conceptl of
FreeOWilllisObeautifullyllexpressed
inl thell concludingll portionl of
Nitzavim.OItOmarksOthelOdifference
betweenll human[ beingsl andl all
otherlcreations.0Thelsunlandlthe
moonl "fulfill"l GOd's0 commands
withoutl consciousll decisions.ll A
beeldoesn'tlthinkOthingsloutdand
decideltodpollinatedalflower.0Nor
doesfhlionthttackinglhBweaklzebra
evaluateltheOmoralityJofllhisOact.
OnlylhumansUhavelthelchoicelto
dolzoodbrlevil. 0GIdecommends
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andlpleadssoltolbpeak)iwvithlislto
choosel Lifellandl Good,0 butl He
leaveslthelchoiceltolus.O0That0is
whylwelarelaccountablelforJour
actions;landthatlisbwhyOwelstand
beforelGOdOinOjudgmentlondR osh
HaShanallllanimalsOdoOnot.0The
choicell isl offered,d butl notd only
doesll GO "command"d usl to
chooselLife,[Helwarnslusthgainbf
thel devastatingll resultsl ofll the
wronglkhoice.HeavensthndEarth
arell calledd uponl toll witnessl this
mostl significantl factd ofll human
existence.OltlisOtheOLandOoflIsrael
thatl isl thel "prize"0 for choosing
wisely,l asl GOdO hadl promised
Avraham,Yitzchak,0andOYaakov.
GdOreconfirmsOHisOcovenantland
promisesltolls.
WellhavelFreeOWill.OWellcanlbe
whateverll kindll ofll peoplel we
choosel toll be. Well havell His
recommendationdandlencouragel
mentltolchooselLifeloverdDeath,
Goodl overll Evil.0 Ourll proper
choicesbwilllkarnislonglifelhndh
firm0 hold0on0thel LandOthatOHe
promisedlburlhncestors.

Let[us[heed[the[Warnings[df[Nitzavim,
letCdis[belinspired [by [ thelbeautiful
challenges Lof[ Nitzavim,[et[us[ be
upliftedCby[khe[lofty [imessages[of
Nitzavim,[] and[] let[d us[] have[d a
"successful"[Rosh[HaShanaldnd[Yom
Kippur,[ahd[alhhppy [& [Healthy [ykar [df
peace[&[plosperity.

[P>31:10(6)] Moshell Rabeinu
concludesfhisfwordstolthePeople
andUtellsOthemOthatOatOhisOagelof
1200years,helishodongerhblelto

leadthem.

AndthatIGOdhastoldIMoshelkhat
helwilllhotbelcrossingltheJordan
River,kothisfourney(slrulylbver.
HeltellsthembOhatUGOdOwilllbeOwvith
them,l destroyll thel nationsll that
theyll willl encounterll inll Eretz
Yisrael,lhndkhatOY ehoshualwilllbe
thel onel toll leadl them.O Moshe
remindsll thell Peoplell ofl the
victorieslltheyllhavelhad,Oandtells
them( tol bel strongll andl coural
geous.0GdOwon'tDabandonlthem
(us).

€hamishiGth[Aliya
3+4[plsukim [[I31l .7 (13

[S$>31:747)] Moshellthenlspeaks
toll Yehoshuall inll frontd ofll the
assembledlpeople,0andlasksOhim
tolbelbtrong,forthelwilllbeleading
thell peoplell andl hel willd bel in
chargellofliconqueringlandsettling
thellLand.0GdOwilllbelguidinglyou
"everylbteplbfltheBvay".

WhenlMoshelfinishedwriting[lithe
Torah,0 hel gavel itd over tol the
Kohanim,['theltarriersbfthelArk".

Moshell nextl commandsl the
Peoplelconcerninglthelmitzvalof
"Hak'hel" [612,A16031:12].0 On
SukkotOfollowingdalSh'mitalyear,
whenll thell peoplell gatherl in
JerusalemUforltheOChag,Othellking
shalllreadl(partsof)dthedTorahlto
theOmultitude.OThelpeoplelarelto
gatherl atl thel Beitl HaMikdashOQ
men,0Jwomen,0and0childrend@in
orderltollearn,dolfeardGd,olhear
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andlunderstand,lhndolcommitlto
fulfilll alld thel teachingsl ofll the
Torah.0AndOthelyoungstersdwho
havel notlyetllearned,dwilll hear
andllearn0tolrevere0GOd0"alldthe
daysltheylshallllivelinOtheOLand
yourlhrelhboutliolenter".

Shishi[[[Bixch[Aliya
6 [plsukim (LRIl : 419

[P>31:140 (17)] GO callsO to
Moshel toll takel Yehoshuall and
appearll withl him0 at0 thel "Ohel
Moed".0Gd'sPresencelldescended
tol thel Tentl ind thel form0 ofll a
Cloud.

GO tells Moshel thatl after his
death,0 thel peoplel willl rebel
againstHim,btrayfromlthelpbroper
path,0 andl embracell otherll gods.
GdannounceshthatHeOwilllshow
Hisl anger byl "hidingl Hisl Face"
fromOthem.OThisllisOalreferencelto
thell welllknownl "hesterll panim"
whichll manifestsl itselfll asd GId
"workinglbehindthelscenes'"bnly,
inthidden,bubtleBwvays.

This[J prophecyl] by[] no[] means
“obligates”[that[generation,[brLAny
generation, (o [turn[do [Holatry. [Tt [ik
possible[for[dhe[prophecy[dever[do
comelttue.[Andthisouldnbtfithpugn
theltluth[df[(Torah[dr[Moshe’s[skatus
as[A[prophet.[Weldlways[have[the
challenge [dot[tb [thirn [away [ftom [G[d,
and[the[dbility [(do Ldemain [fhithful (do
Him.

Nextl isl thell commandl tol write
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"Thell Song"l (namelyl thell whole
Torah),OtoliteachlitOtoOtheldpeople,
soll thatl it0 shouldl servell asl a
testamentd amongl thel Peoplel of
Israel.0 ThisOisOthellastOmitzvalof
thelTorah [613,0A18[B1:19],0to
writelh[Befer(lTorah.

MitzvaWatcch

Our[Sages[ihcludelih [this[hitzvalthe
significance[df[akquiring[Sifrei[Modesh
(holy[books) rom[Wwhich[fo[learn.
Sincelthe[Morahlitselflspecifiesthatthe
"purpose"[dfWriting[aTorah [skroll[i3
tollearn[hnd[Ckeach[CfromCit,[Cthen
writing,[Buying, [dcquiring[dllkarning
texts vould[Be [ih [the [dpiritCdfChis

mitzva.

The[RO"Shl(Rabeinul[Asher) [tdkes[this
ideal[dne[significant[skep (flirther (I He
says[that[sincelih[dur[day,the[Torah
scroll[bBas[Heen[rklegated[tbthe[Aron
Kodesh [ih [shul (ahd[i3 [used [fbr [public
reading,[But[dot[ds[d[tkaching[text 1]
the[MAIN [fdlfillmentofthis[mhitzvato
write[alSkfer Morah" [id[the [Building [df
alpersonal (Torah[brary[(that[Will[He
used).[Buy[Torah [téxtsftom [Which [td
learnlahd[téach.[HelaHds[that[iflid[also
praiseworthy [¥[dnelik[privileged o
write[alSefer[Torah[ak[wWell. Mhis[id[ah
unusual Ckurn about, Ciwhich Clempha ]
sizes[the[ilportanceldf[Buying[sforim
TANDMUSINGMHEM.
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Sh'VIIISeventh[Aliya
| 1 [plsukim IRl :[20[310

Because,IGdExplains,dhmibringl
inglithelpeopleltolalLandlflowing
withl milkl &0 honey,0thel People
willleatlinOcontentmentOandOturn
from0GId.0ThelTorah,0however,
willlnotObelcompletelylforgotten
frombhelipsfandhearts)bflfuture
generations.l (ThisO willl bel "their
ticketd back".)d Moshell wrotel the
TorahOonOthatl day (Rambam[3ays
that[be Wrote[IB Morahs[I8nefbrlehch
tribe[hnd[lonedn[khe[kare[of[khe
Kohanim/Leviyim) andl taught0 it0 to
thel People.0 GOdO "commanded"
Yehoshuall toll bell strongll and
courageousl inl hisl new( rolel as
leader.0 Moshell completedl the
writing[bflthelTorah.

(Some[shy [that[Mosheldven Wrrotelthe
final LB p'sukimCbf[ the[Torah,[vhich
discuss[Bis[death;[dthers[disagree[dnd
say [thatMehoshualwWrotelthose vkrses.)

MoshelcommandslthelLeviyim[to
takelthelOTorahlbhndlplacelittatlthe
sidelbflthelAron.

(Somelshy[that[the[Torah [Was[ih[the
Aron;[dthers[shy [that[iflwas[dn [alshelf
attachedltd[the [side [ofthe[Aron.)

Moshellaskslforlthelleadersloflithe
PeopleltoldassemblelfordhisOfinal
wordsltolthem.MMosheltellsbflkhe
prophecy/predictionloflithelrebell
liousnessl ofll thell People.ll Moshe
speakslthelwordsOoflthelSongOO
herelprobablylteferringoMaazinu
Molhlithelpeople,Onltslentirety.

Thellast030p'sukimOarelrereadlfor
theMatftir.

HaftaraB[p/sukim
[Yeshayahuléll: 10[63:9

Finall ofll thell sevenl Haftarotl of
Consolation.l'Yeshayahul prophell
siesloflltheltimeltodcomelwhen
therelwilllbeluniversallpeacelland
JerusalemlwilllhotlDonlybelrebuilt,
butlwilllbelkhelcenterlotluniversal
worshiploflGId.0Butfnotlonlywill
thelhationsbfltheOwvorldrecognize
Thel Onell GIM,0 theyl willl also
acknowledgelthelPeoplelofllsrael
asll Hisl People.0 Thel ideal of
universallacceptancel oftl GO0 fits
welll withl ourll notion thatl ALL
peoplel arell judgedl byl GOdO on
Roshll HaShana,O0 notl justd the
JewishPeople.
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Divrei D/Wenaclzem

ThelJewish[peoplelarelabout tolenter
intola[Covenantwith[Hashem/that will
apply! for[ generations! tol ‘come.[So,
naturally, Nitzavim's[lopening[words
address(thelentiremation(TT"All[of[you,
fromithe headslof(theltribes...[to[the
drawer/of water."

Alquestion/ now/( surfaces/ regarding
thel responsibilities[ ofl thelindividual
to/the wider/community. For(whilethe
textlinitially[speaks[to[the[nation, it
quicklyslipsinto[ the[lusel] of I the
singular(imode[ indicating’ that( leach
individual(l must(] pass[] intol[] that
Covenant, whereby Hashem[will be
his[Gld[T"In/érder(toestablishyoulas
alpeople(toHim."

Clearly,the[whole[isthe[sum[oflits

parts; eachl of( us[ hasl al stakelinlthe

destiny[ of( the[entire[Jewish people.

Welleachlsharellthe[privilegeslJand

responsibilities.1And, [ las[recent[ his(]
tory[proved, even  whenlindividuals

imaginelthey[canremovethemselves

from/(this(Jewishlequation, misfortune

eventually(catchesup withthem.

This[] notion[] is[] perhaps[] better
understood ] with[] referencelto[] the
Torah's[incisive[]description[l of( the
selflservingoutsider"(as,"Aroot(that
bears(] galll] and[] wormwood."[] For
Ramban,this[term/refers tolonelwho
deniesrhis(frueidentity[and[¢considers
himself(] immune(] from[] the[] Torah's
decrees. However, like(the(sick(plant,
that[lperson[Iwill,Jin[Jtime,lproduce
noxiousand[bitter fruit withJalljits
attendant(ills[for boththelindividual
and(theJewish[community.

DebbelRebbe

QUESTION: Why does the Shulchan
Aruch(say that a'non Jew! canbury alJew
on'the first day of Yom Tov/(Orach Chayim
526:1)!but that a non'Jew'may not bury'a
Jew! on[| Shabbat| (ibid.:3)?[] Also| does
anyonelbury'on Yom Tov anymore?

ANSWER: Thelgemara((Beitza 6a)
saysthatfifloneldies onthefirst(dayof
Yom[Tov, wWhen[melachal (forbidden
work)s[a[Torah(Tevel prohibition, he
is[to[belburied[by[nhonl[lews on[that
day.[IfTheldies[on[thelsecond[day!(or
there[wasnot[an[opportunity(to[dolit
onlthe(firstiday), Jews(do[theBurial (on
thellsecond(Iday [lof{'Yom[ITov.[ 'The
Shulchan) Aruch’sl] claim[J that[] on
Shabbat[(and [ Yom[ Kippur)[ Jewish
burials(are[not[performed[isleasier(to
prove[thanto[Jexplain.[The[‘gemara
(Rosh[Hashana[20a)[Jsays[thatone
reason[] to[J avoid[J certain[] calendar
arrangements [is[folavoid [Y om Kippur
falling[Tright[TbeforeJor[right[Tafter
Shabbat, in which(dasethere wwouldbe
twolldays OwithoutJburial, Owith[(the
prospectlofidecayland[disgracefolthe
deceased.

Whilel] the[ laws[] ofl ] Shabbat[] are
significantly[Istricter[Jthan[Ithose[]of
Yom[Tov, whenlitlcomes(tohavingthe
melachaldone by(ron[Jews, there(does
not(meed[fo belaldifference. Askingla
nonlJew[todo[the Cwork[lis Conlya
rabbinic prohibitionJand[thereJare
several Cscenarios, [ including[“forthe
needslof’'someoneWho(is[Sickbutmot
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dangerouslyl so,[ that[ onel[ may[askl a
nonlJew[tolJdoeven“a[/Torah[level
melachall (Shulchan] Aruch,[] OC
328:17). Buriallislonedfithe ieeds(that
is[taken[Jwith[Jutmost[lurgency[ by
halachal] (seel] B'rachot[] 19b).[J] So
halachically, therecould “Thavebeen
room[tolallowmonlJew’sdoingthe
burial JevenJon[JShabbat.[JAn[Jearly
sourceWholgivesanlexplanation(isthe
Ramban[{(Torat Ha’adam, pg.80[in
MossadHarav Kook edition). He Says
thatCwe[do[not[want[there[to[bela
disgracellfor[Jthe[Jdeceased[]in[]that
ShabbatWwas(desecrated for (his[burial.
Whilelone(couldthakethe(same(claim
about[lYom[Tov, the[Aruch[HaShul[]
chan(OC[526:4)lexplains/thation[Y om
Tov(therel are[ anyway[ melachot( that
are[permitted, [So [tb [permit(this typedf
burial [(would[hot[Traise[eyebrows”[in
the[same Wway.
Onlthelsecond[dayloflYom[Tov, as
mentioned, Jews may[do[theburial
themselves.[] However,[] Ashkenazic
practicel(Rama, DC[526:4)listhatmon[]
Jews, [ifTavailable, do[the[full fledged
violations [0f[Y om[Tov.[(Theldetails0f
wholdoeswhatlare Beyond[our [present
scope.)

Regarding[practice mowadays, [therelis
notl lunanimity. [ /Onel[ lofl thel leading
chevrot kaddishalinIsraeltold is(they
still[followthe[classichalachalwith
onel¢aveat. ' They[will[perform[alfirst
daylburiallonlyliftheyare/donfidentmo
onelwill[violate[Yom[Tovlinlorder[fo
take partfinthefuneral. This(bringsus
tofthe mextpoint.

Therel] are[] major[] authorities[] who
opposeldoing(funeralson(éitherdaylof

Yom/[Tov.[JOfl prominent[ note, Rav
Moshe Feinstein [(Igrot Moshe, (OCII,
76)says(that([two[things[havelchanged
from(Talmudicltimes. One/is that there
isChow [ refrigeration, which[prevents
serious[decompositionlandlddors. He
claims/thathad/thatbeen[the casethen,
ChazalGwould ChotChaveallowed[the
burialsCand Gwould Chave[said [that[it
wouldbe disrespectfulfoltheldeceased
tolburylon[Yom[Tov. Heladmits[that
oncelthey Jpermitted[ItheTmatter, [it
mightmottakelaldifferencethatfimes
havel¢hanged.[However, he[points(to
another(halachiclphenomenon thatlwas
classicallylapplied [ $paringly[but how
may[applythorebroadly. Peoplefrom
alcertain[town [were(forbidden [to (bury
on[ Yom[ Tov[becausel they werel hot
careful (in[their Torah[observanceand
thusthe permissionmight[belabused
(Shabbat[139a).[While[this approach
was[hotlappliedbroadlyin[the[past
(see[Tosafot[ba), Rav[Feinstein[felt
thatfitishould belappliedlin[Americalof
hisfime.[Ashelacknowledged, mot[all
agreed.

Onelc¢anlalso[point(out/thatinowadays
when[ people comel from[ significant
distances(to(take [part[in[funerals[and
when, ] again,[] refrigeration[] makes
waiting[ feasible, [few[people[Wwant[to
dolalfunerallon[Yom[Tov. Therefore,
even[iflthe[(Gemara’s and[Shulchan
Aruch’s[tulesapply(theoretically, [you
areldorrect/that(theirfimplementationfis
uncommon.
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THE (CHALLENGE OF
MONEY: ELUL

by Dr.MeirTamari

(ThelSeries[on(WAGESTANDILABOR;
EMPLOYERIANDEMPLOYEEI[continues
nextlissue)

In[theChassidut[JofTP'shischallthey
taughtthat[preparation[for[mitzvot[is
almostasimportantas themitzvalitself
and[thelparshiotthat[Wwe[tfead weekly,
areloften[preparationfor[thelchagim.
BetweenPurimandPesach wve have
thel] Four[] Parashiot[] detailing[] the
mitzvot[¢onnected [withthem.During
the [Three['Weekswel[read Pinchas,
MattotMasaeiland Devarim(describing
thel conquest[ and ! triballallocation[ of
the(Land, (the t'shuvalfor[the[Sins that
caused the [destructions (oflthis [period.
Now/lin[Elul[Wwelhad[Shoftim and [Ki
Teitzei[Wwith[ 118 [mitzvot[ dealing[the
imperativesJfor(Jalljust,[Jmoral[Jand
merciful Society. Theylare followed by
KilTavowithlitsblessings and[curses
thatUare[JtheJnational [ Jrewards[Jand
punishment [’ for[I non[observancel] of
thesedivinelyordained (imperatives.
Theseparashiotin/concertwiththecall
oflthe[IShofar[Jand Tthe Creciting[Jof
S'lichotlarefitting[preparationforthe
judgement[] and[] atonement[] of ] the
Yamim [Noraim thatfollow.

Hashem/is[slow[to[angerand [merciful
tolforgivelmistakes and[our[sins;[this
knowledge [provides(the hiopeland [faith
forlour(f'shuvaland@tonement. [YetHis
long(sufferingoflour(sins(only(dpplies
to[lthose[lmisdeedsJagainst Heaven;
thosel@gainstman(are punished Swiftly
and Cfully. ClAtonement Cifor Cthe Clatter

requires!first(tectifying(the deedsland
appeasing(thelinjured(party, only then
does(He(forgive. [Thelarrogancelagainst
HeavenloflDorHaP'lagawas[punished
only[Wwith[dispersion and fmultiplicity
ofllanguagesWhile[the[Social$ins of
the [five[¢ities [oflS'dom[broughtutter
destruction. Nineveh[fasted[and[Wwore
sackcloth Cyet[JinOtheir(t'shuvaCthey
never[becamemore tnerciful(of Israel
nor[didthey[TrelinquishCidolatry, [so
what[did OtheyOrepentJwith? [ They
returned (the ¢hamas(thatYvas[in(their
hands.[JThis[restitution[]ofl Ichamas,
money!that(iséarned[through(violence
orl[Jthrough[Jscheming(land[]devious
methods, [ made[ their[teshuvalaccept!]
ablelJand(Jearned[them[]atonement.
Punishment[for [ the[lidolatry[lofl the
Eigel[was[postponed[and [imeted out
gradually, Wwhereas[Bayit[Rishon[and
Sheiniwereldestroyed [for[amultitude
oflsociall$ins that[disruptedthe just,
moralland (merciful [Society[¢alled [for
in[Shoftim(and Ki(Teitzei, @s promised
inKiTavo.

InClessence, [this [justCand Tmerciful
society[tequires[alJewish[perspective
onlhavingland/spending/money,[sSince
uncontrolledand inrestrained[wealth
destroyslanyl[suchlsociety. "OnelWwho
says[minelis(minelandlyours(is[yours'
this[is[dan[averagelattribute; tany(say
this[is[ thelattribute  ofl S'dom"[{Avot
5:13).[Private[propertylis(allegitimate
partloffhuman mature/and(allthe strata
oflgovernment, (law[¢ourts, judgesand
policinglarelmeant[folénsurelthat the
rights, Cpersonsand CpropertyCoflthe
citizensJare[Iprotected; “Ithis Jis[Jthe
commencement[Jofl [Parshat[JShoftim.
However,dny(conceptloflabsoluteland
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unlimited[ Iprivate[ Ipropertyl lleads[Ito
selfishnessand[¢goism;[theselare[the
attributes Lofl S'dom Cwhich[called [ for
theldestructionoflthat(society. Solthe
Torahthen[details(allthe ‘mitzvot[that
come[fo[inculcatethemerits[0fimercy
and kindness[essential for[the[3ociety
thatOIsrael JisJto[d constructlin[Jits
Promised(Iland.

Human beings, [created(in[thelimage[of
GId,[are[thepinnacle[of[His[creation
andhow[they[useléverything[in that
creation[will[ determine(thel degree[of
mercyland(kindness[in[their[Societies.
So[Shoftimand [KilTetzeil camel to
extend[]our[1behaviour[1beyond[ the
negation[Jofl [damagingland [ harming
others[Jand [theirproperty[ that[ 'was
taughtJin [IMishpatim. “Forthat, “we
require[JmercyJand [kindness[Jin Cour
dealingshotlonly[Wwithpeoplelinfour
power[Jor[]in[] difficulty,[ but[leven
animals[) and[] trees,[] both[] in[] our
possessionand[thoseoutside “of our
property.[Our kindness[and[mercy for
Gld's(¢reation(teflect[His[Chesed [and
Rachamim[formsCandlall[that[He has
created; [ the[IChesed[land[ Rachamim
thatwelpray(for(and(tequire on/Rosh
HaShanaand Y om Kippur.

Alllthe 24 sins mentioned in[Ashamnu,
the [vidui(that[we [©ecite in[the[s'lichot,
dealwithfinancial [and monetary[Sins
that[require[forgivenessJand[Divine
Atonement. [Ofl the[1l 1 Cverses [in[Ki
Tavoldescribing[the[acts[that[bring
blessings or[tursesipon[the Jewish
nationall3ociety, fiveThavelfoldo[with
koshermoneyand four with[kexual
morality, [fwin [foundations[forthe just
and therciful Society.

MThesearethemitzvot[whosefruits(d

person énjoyslin(this World Wwhiletheir
principal femains for liim for the World
tolcome"(Shabbat(127a).These areall
mitzvot[tequiringThuman(justice[and
mercyl] that[] arel] doubly[] rewarded
compared] to[J alllJ other[] mitzvot,
rewarded (dnly(in the worldto/dome. O

RabbilWeinreb’sWeekly(Column:
Nitzavim Vayeilech

"DenyingiDeath
oriFacing/It"

Alllmenlare(mortal.
Yankellislalman.
Therefore,Yankellismortal.

Youlhaveljustireadlalbasicllesson(in
logic,lonethatJappearsiinCJalmost
everytextbookonthelsubject.

Itfisfundoubtedlyrtruelthatrallrofrus,
YankelrorYentel,[are[mortallandwill
somedayldie.[Yetlitlis[also truelthat
weldenyCour[mortalityCandliveour
lives(1 as(1though(1 death(] was[] not
inevitable.

Ourrtendencyiorexcludelourideaths
from[ourlawareness!(leads/tol some
peculiariresults.[Forlexample,linthe
graduatel] program([] which(] was
designed(tolprepare melforlalcareer
aslalpsychotherapist,[deathfwashot
partCoftheOcurriculum.OTheOentire
topiclof(ldeathJanddying[lwas[Inot
somethingldiscussed(in(thegraduate
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psychology[ programs(] of(]the] late
1960slandrearly1970s.

How[well[JlTrememberattendinga
workshopbythelthen(little[lknown
Dr.[1 Elisabeth7 KublerfRoss ] which
introduced meland humerousother
mentalChealthCprofessionalsCtoClthe
issuesroffdeathrandrdying.fHerbook
[IOn[Deathrand[Dying[llbecamelthe
firstOinCJalflood (] of (] similarC]works
designedtoltrainrprofessionalstolbe
aware(ofthe[psychology(ofitheldying
person,andof theways[inCwhich
peoplecopedwiththeldeathloflloved
ones.[ThatbookIcontinuesfoloccupy
all placel] of(] prominencel on[] my
personalbookshelf.

ThelUJewishliradition"encouragesus
to contemplateJ ourJ ultimateJ end.
EspeciallyCatthistime Cofyear, so
soon[before thelldaysoflaweJand
judgment, 1 death] preoccupies( our
consciousness. Thoseloffuswholare
familiarC) with(J the(J Rosh[0 HaShana
liturgycanalreadyhearlthecantor
chant,["Who[willClive Cland-who Cwill
die?"

This[I week, Jwel]readl]twol] Torah
portions, [ Nitzavim[J and[] Vayeilech,
thefirstCofCwhichcontains[thellast
publicCJaddress whichCMoshe Cmade
beforerhisdeath, and(the secondlof
whichtellsus[isoJmuchJabout[ his
innerfeelingsrasihelprepareditoldie.

Al careful] reading ] of[] these[] two
parshiyotl] demonstrates’] that(1 in
Parshat(1 Nitzavim,1 Moshel stands
beforelalhugelaudience, alllof(Israel,
judgesrandchieftains, andtherlowly
woodchoppersCandwaterfetchers,
and(deliversalpowerfullinspirational

message.

Then,Parshat[Vayeilechlopensiwith
thelphrase, [ "And Moshewent(‘and
spoke..."[The[.commentariestellCus
thatCJMoshe(leftJthe D podiumJfrom
whichlheladdressed(thel publicland
went’down[tolthelIpeople,Cvisiting
eachloflthemlindividually.(He[didthis
in[1order(]tol]takellleavel] of(]1each
person,andtoassurehimLthat his
deathldidmotmean(thatthepeople's
missionwouldfail.

Heltoldthem(thatllikeeveryother

mortalhe[was[abouttoldie[andlthat

hellcouldlInolllonger(1"golloutlland

comellin".’Hewas[exquisitelycon(]
scious!lof[ lhis[lwaning[ jpowers!land

wantedtoluselhisfinallmomentsrto

sayrhis[goodbyesriorhisipeoplelface

tolface.

Rashirtellsfusrthatlbyrsaying, ™l can
nollongergolout andcomerlin", he
was/(lindicatingJthat[1"the [traditions
andwellspringsoffwisdom"wereho
longerCavailable toChim.[Helsensed
thatChelnollongerhadlaccess tolhis
inner(J sourcesL] of J inspirationJ and
creativity. Whatrallucid[glimpserlinto
thel] emotionalll experiencell of[] our
greatishepherd,duringrhislasthiours
onfearth!

Aslyoulmay’know,Rashilis(solgreat
albiblicallcommentatorithatthererare
commentarieswrittenuponrhis’com(]
mentary.[] Thesel] arel] known[] as
"supercommentaries,"1and one[] of
them, Siftei IChachamim, Loffers[Ius
anlevenl[morel profoundlinsightlinto
Moshe's[psyche.TThis[NauthorIsugl’]
gests(thatlas[Moshe(realizedthatlhis
wisdom[lwas[Jfailing[1him, Jhe[lwas
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betterablel tol acceptl hislimpending
death, OfordJallife 0 withoutOwisdom
wouldnotbelworth(living.

Towardthelendloflthisiweek's[Torah
reading,JindeedUjustJatJthe ] point
wheremaftir’begins((D'varim(31:28),
welfindMosheaskingthatallthe
eldersCagainCbelassembledforChim
tol1 address(] them.[] Here[] Rashi
wonders[WhyMoshedidhotsimply
callfor(thefrumpets[tobel[sounded,
signaling(] that(] assembly(] wasl[] in
order.[] After(] all,[1 throughout(] the
sojourntlinIthewilderness,[TMoshe
wouldlgatherlthepeoplelto him[by
sounding(thelchatzotzrot, [ the[silver
trumpets.[Rashilsuggestsithat(at’this
moment, (] justl] beforel] hisJ death,
Moshenolongerhadthesymbols of
powerandlauthorityavailabletorhim.
Helquotes[ Kohelet(8:8),['Therelis
nolauthoritylinthe(day(of(death."

Oneloflthellessons 1 learnedl from
Dr.[KublerlRoss[solvery(longlagolis
thelimportancelof(thehelper,belhe
or(shelalfamily’memberiorialprofes(]
sional, [tolhelp(the patientreach(this
stageloflacceptancelof impending
death.Tolhelp[teachlusCabout this
stageloflacceptance,shelquotedithe
followingpoem byl thelIndianpoet
Tagore:

IT1 havell got 1 my(]leave.[] Bid(l me
farewell,lmyrbrothers!

[T1bowlltollyoulalllandltakel1my
departure.

Herel Il givel backl the keys[ of my
door1andritgivetuplalllclaimslto
myThouse.TITonlyTaskforTlast kind
wordsfromLyou.

Welwerelheighbours(forilong, (butll

receivedlimorel thanUlcouldgive.
Nowf(thelday hasldawnedrandrthe
lamp(thatllittmyldarklcornerlisout.
ACsummonsChaslicomeandlllam
readyfforiiyfjourney.

Studying(Parshat(VVayeilech(gives(us
aluniquelopportunitytollearnCabout
whataman's(lifelisllikelinChislast
moments,lashellprepares(ifor(his
death.[True,thatimanlis(Moshe,[and
welcannotlalllaspire o hislexample.
Butltherelis, hevertheless, muchlto
learnfromthis[greatestlof(men,hot
onlyaboutlhow tollive, Tbutabout
howto(die. O

CHIZUK #DuUD

DivreiTorah fromthe weekly|sedra
with'alfocuslonTivinglin Eret; Yisrael
Chizuk for Olim & Idudforinotiyet Olim

Six[UparticularCiverses[lin CINetzavim
(D'varim[30: | [@) [dre[dalled[By [Rabbi
Naftali[(TzvilYehudaldf[Wolozhin L{the
Netziv) (Barshat[HaGeula, [the[Bortion
of(the[Bedemption,Hecausel[it[i$[the
most[doncise[ahd[unerring[prediction
of[Lthe[different[phasesbf[ the[Hinal
redemption [IITmuch Cbfliwhich[Chas
already [attually [uhfolded(id [the[rkcent
past.

"And[itLshallldome [to[dass[When[dll
theselthings Wil bhve[cbme[ubon [ybu,
the[Blessings[dAnd[theldurses..."[Our
generation [i [particular (Ras[Witnessed
thelpersistentldurse[dfldnti[Semitism
culminating[ih[the (Hlolocaust, [as [Well
as[ the[blessings[bf[Jewish[treative
survival[dnd[dhe owering[df[Jewish
scholarship.
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"And[ylou[shall[Jonder[this[among[all
the[nhtions[Where[HaShem[ybur[God
has[dFivenlybu"I30:1). Thelsignificance
ofthese[dbiding[durses[dnd[Blessing
for[the[theaning[df[Jewish [dxistence
andlidentity [has[indeed[driggered[ 4
great[deal [ bf[Hiscussion[hnd[koul
searchingChmong[Jews[hlways[hnd
everywhereith [mixed [résults.

"And[youLdhall[deturn Lunto[(HaShem
your[Qod[ahdhkarkenltd Hislvbice..."
(30:2).It[did [Hot[skem [tb [us [that[this
was [What[wWashhppening. [Butlafter[all,
"Thesecret[1things[1belong[lunto
HaShem our[JGod..."[](29:28) [hnd
perhapsHelsées[things(differently.
"Then[HaShem Your[LGodvill (durn
your[captivity [IV'SHAVand[have
compassion[ubonlybu."[An[ehrly[phase
oflthelrbdemption [Will[be[ah [ehsing[df
conditions[for[Jews[ih[dome[df[the
lands[bfl the [Hispersion..Jews[will
ultimately [ghin [dvil [cights [id [cbuntries
that[aleldemocracieslahd[tbday[id [the
U.S.[dreldeceived[ds[dquals[ih[dvery
way.

"And[(He) [Will[deturn[LV'SHAV) [End
gather[ybulfdom[all[the[pkeopleswhere
HasShem [ybur[God[hhs[statteredlybu
(30:3).[Evenifldny Lodf[you[dhat[dre
dispersed, [bk(id[the [uktermost[phrts[of
heaven, [ffom[therelWill[HaShem lybur
Godlgather[youldnd[ffom[there[Will
Hefdtchlybu"[(30:4).

| C(dake [this (o Chean [that Cdo Conatter

how[far[dway,[deographically, [dpirit[]

ually [dr[gknerationally, alJéw [may [bhve

wandered, (Ae DWvill CdItimately Céxperil]

encelstirringsLof[Jewish[iHentity[dnd
Jewish[dationalism, [sb [that[ih [spite[df

alllthel[distance@hd[alienation, [alsknse
ofbhsic[dwish uhity[chntdkelrdot.

"AndHaShem ybur[GodMill[blinglybu
into[ the[JandCwhichCyour[Fathers
possessedlahdlybulshall[possess[iflahd
He[Will[do [ybu[gbod [ahd [mhultiply [ybu
above [Jour[fathers"[{30:5).CIndeed
here[Wel[ateafter[AR [ykar[of[sbvereign
statehood[with [close[td[BlnhillionJdws
withundividedCJerusalem[asCour
capital[ih [ [Better[position[perhaps
than[htChny[Cbther Cperiod[inCbur
history.

Finally[1"HaShem [ your[ God [ will
circumciselybur(hkartlahd[thehkart[of
your[sked[tb [Ibve [HaShem lybur[God
with [&ll Your [(Heart[and[&ll Your [soul
thatlyoulinay[live"[(30:6).[3aysLdhe
Netziv, [this[chnnot[ohean[Tive [ahd [nbt
die'[(for[this[Has[Been [skated[darlier)
but[tather[thatLonly[herelin[Eretz
Yisrael Llwillldyoulexperience[1the
spiritual [dklight[ofIdve [of[God ahd [sélf
fulfillment,[sbmething, [shys[the [Nletziv
thatli$ [dot[Jossible[dutside[the[Iind.
Welhxiously aWait[this[phase.

Rabbi Shubert Spero, Jerusalem

@ . . .E l‘ (‘Z) [
Givinglmore[meaningtolourTfillah
OneWeek[atlaTime

Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author
BirchotHaShachar
029w T2 1R /7 AR 772

779232 PRI 7K.
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Translation:
Blessed[ateYlou,[HaShem [dur[God,
Kingloflthe Universe,

..wholgirds[Israel With[strength.
..wholctownslldrael With[glory.

Theme:
Anlebsential cbnceptlofithelplayer

Gld's[Holy[Nation

ThelPeople[dflIsrael (Hold[d[Place [df
honorlahd(gloryas [G[d'shblynhtion.

Insight: Deeperneanings...
Standing[Apartftomthe World

Originally,[] the[l blessingl] OZEIR
YISRA'ELIBIGVURA Was[ihtended[tb
be[shid When Welputldn[dur[Belts[{br
closelthe[dop [Button[dfLdurlpants),
and[khe[ blessingLIOTEIRLIYISRA'EL
B'TIF[ARA Ldeferred[doLdovering[the
headwhenldtessing[(B'rachot[6Db).

Head[doverings[dflall[sbrts,[ahd [Helts
oflall[descriptions[ateWorn by [people
in[many [nhtions[dflthe World. Why [do
thesel] twol blessings[] of L1 Birchot
HaShachar[rklate [the [donninglofthese
items[JtoCsuchCexalted[lterms[as
“might” ahdSplendor?”
The[Torah[dtates, [IDABEIR LEL[KOL
ADATLB'NEILYISRA'ELLYV'AMARTA
ALEIHEMO [0 K'DOSHIMO] TIHYU
(Vayikra[19:2) [ISpeak[do Lthe dvhole
congregation [df(thelchildren[df(I$rael
andlsayltd them: ybulshall bk hbly.”

What[does[it[thean[do[live [d[Tife[df
holiness? [As[Wvel[Tearn[from[Vayikra
Rabbah, the [rbot[meaning[dflthe ord

KADOSH, [holy, LisCkseparate’.[Rashi
explains[that[this[ineans[deparation
from[thefdrbidden.

Rav[B3aac[Sher[dffers[anotherldnder]
standing[Lbf[holiness: LICHASHIVUT,
importance.[Hashem [ émphasized[to
Moshelthat[His[thessage[df[Roliness
was[lto[Ibellgiven[to[the[entire
congregation.[Bvery[dne[dflus[is[part
of[dhe[holy[dation,[dneant[do[stand
apart[ffom[Baseness,[doarseness[dnd
cruelty.[Qurlstatus[mustlidfluenceldur
actions[Whether[We[dre[dlone, With
our[Emilieslak[ats¢hool ok Work.

As[Welpkepareltd meetlalnew[dhy, e
may [dot[feel[all[that[degal. Yet[these
two[BlessingsLdemindLus[that[Weldre
indeedpart[ bf[ IG[d's[ toyal [ Family.
When [AJéwish [chan [dovers[His[Head,
helit[dot[deeking[to[protectHimself
from[Wind, [dain,[dold[dr[dun.[Helik
seeking[tb[illentify (Himself[With [G[d's
holy[dation. [Similarly, (dhen [He [Fgirds
himself’vith[d[belt, (he [k [dot[fust
puttingthe [dstltduch [ah his[dutfit.[He
isLgirding[Himselflith Lstrength [l[the
strengthalJéwlekercises[id [Maintaining
thelsklflcbntroltb[tlirnavay flom [the
baseltkmptations[dll[@round[Him[dnd
within Lhim.OnCdoing[30,[he [brings
honor[tb[the nhtion Whose[“liniform”
heWears, [ds[Well [@s [t [G[ddnd[the
Torah.

Visualize:
Imageslthatbling[the[player[td life

Proving[Our[Pedigree

Thered was[] al] king[] wholl was
overthrownLAnd[banished drom Chis
land. [His[Usurper[dffered[dneltheans
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by Which [the[Ring[dould[dedeem [His
throne:LdfLhe[kouldCkonvince[the
people[Among[vhom [he[Wandered
that[He[Was[ihdeed[d[Ring,[He[dould
return[ahd[rksumelhis[rlile.[However,
he[Was[dot[permitted[tb[Hringlahy [df
his[doyal[dlothing[drLsigns[dfLgower
alongwlith himehhis[durney.
AtOirst,[he[Rriedto[tonvince[the
people[AmonglLwhom [he[vandered
that[He [Was[alldeposed(king By [simply
telling[them[sb.Helrkgaled[them With
stories[dbout[doyal[ife [And [His[great
military dictories.[They[all[thought[he
was(dklusional.

Realizing[khatCwords[CwouldChever
suffice[th [Support[His[dontention,[He
stoppedLtelling[His[story.[Thstead,[He
conducted LhimselfLvith[the Lditmost
dignity,[dharity[And[dourage.Mittle Hy
little,[]people[dbegan1to[1gravitate
toward[Him, [tb [dely [dn [His[jiidgment
and[fbllow[Ris[Ikad.[Witimately, [they
realized [that[hke [Was[iddeed[alking, [fbr
hisimhanner [Was[uhmistakably[that[df[al
regal[pkrson.[Henbtlahlyrégainedlthe
thronelih[His[dwn[Hingdom, [But[Was
crowned by [hislaopted[dnd[at [ell.

Might[ahd[Honor [are[rbyal [Ettributes.
The[people[dflIsraelldreldirded ke
warriorsLand[¢rownedUlike[princes.
When [alperson[idientifies (Himself(ak [al
Jewlby[hisCImannerCof[ dress,[he
declares[his[toyal [dtatus[do[himself,
and[thereby[lcommits Lhimself[1to
upholding[it[ s he[[nakes[his[vay
through[2he[éncounters[And[évents
thatlcbmprise his(dhy.

Try<his:
Imaginelthefdelinglalking ok [qlieen (hhs

upon[Being[doronated.[Try[tb Mividly
feellJthetransformingClmoment[at
which[the[Weight[dflthe[clown[skttles
upon[thel[tegent’'s[head, [ tonferring
unlimitedhlonor, [power[ahd[rksponsi[]
bility. (Mhink [dflthis féeling[ak [ybur[shy
theMords[OZEIRYISRA'ELBIGVURA
and[OTEIRMISRA'ELBITIF[ARA.

The Puah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'in'Accordancelwith Halacha

MedicallSecrets
Treatment for BRCA

InCour[lastCarticle (wel discussed[ the
complex (halachiclquestion[ofwhether
alwomanis[permitted [fo [femove 'her
ovaries(iffshelis[found(fo [(belalcarrier
oflthe [ IBRCA [imutation. [ISince[ this
mutationlis[associated Lwith [ovarian
and[breast[¢ancer, [the [temoval [of[the
ovaries[couldbelalsignificant[dontrib[]
utor(toHer Healthlandwell (being.

Theltemoval Lofl aliwoman’s[ovaries,
however, ] can[] have[’ other[] major
medical implications. Ttcould causea
hormonal(] imbalancel] and[] create
symptomsIsimilar[Jto[Jmenopause[ ][]
possiblylevenmoreextreme! Iltelated
tol] cardiovascular[] disease,[] osteol]
porosis,[and[c¢hanges in[dther(areas[of
her[lifestyle, CasCwell Cas[that[ofher
husband.

AnyJwomanJconsideringJthis[Jpro[]
cedureheeds[tolcarefullyweighl[the
benefits[toher healthasCopposed[to
the[Tpossiblenegative[leffects, Tand
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whether[JtheIpossible risk[justifies
undergoing[theprocedure; bbviously
everyldaselis[different.

InJ recentl] years[] the[] medical
community[has[developed[Thormone
replacement[] therapy] (HRT)O) [J
medicines[that[Frestore the hormonal
balance[whichlhasbeenupset duelto
thetemovalloflthelovaries.[There has
beenlalargeldnd[Sometimes ferocious
debate[within[the medical [community
about] the[J use[] of ] such] HRT’s.
Evidencel] has[] been[] presented[] to
suggest[that[these [freatmentsinaymot
belds[safelas[was[previously[thought.
ThelSpecificltype[of(HRT, whenlitis
administered, [ ]and[Ithe[]duration[]of
treatmentmust[Jbeconsidered, [land
eachlcaseldecided/dccordingly.

It[smperativeforfa[Womanlin[this
particular(situation[tol[discusslall (her
questions ] andJ concerns [ with[| her
doctor[inTorder[tolTeceiveltheimost
comprehensivelanswersapplicablelin
herispecificicase.

BRCA Testing: Is/itlan/Obligation?

Werlhavelbeenldiscussing[therlBRCA
mutation,[d/[common(genetic(dondition
that[J affects[] the T body's[J ability[] to
correctlor[toldestroy[damaged 'DNA.
WhenlalWoman(carries [this mutation
shelJis[ata‘much(greater[risk Cfor
getting [ certain[] types[J of (] cancer[ ][]
particularlylovarian[or[breast cancer[T]
duel tol this[finability[ to[ correct her
DNA.

Aswith[Tay[Sachs(disease, the BRCA
mutation[Jis TmoreJcommon(Jin[Jthe
Jewish[community(than(in[the/general

society.[ Thel[question[therefore[must
belasked:[does(theJewish[community
havelan[obligation[to[encouragelall
women [ to[icheck 'whether[they[Jare
carriers(0f’the BRCA mutation?

Geneticltesting consists[of alsimple
blood [ test; [ the[ blood[tells arelthen
analyzed(in(the(laboratoryland [tesults
can/belprovidedwithin[afewWeeks [in
order[toldetermineWwhetherCorhotla
personlis(alcarrier ofConeor[imore
genetic[Jabnormalities. 1 In[the [past,
when[] genetic[] testing[] was[] first
suggested(as(away[fo[¢ombat[genetic
diseases,[some[Rabbis[damelout quite
stronglylagainstlit.[Some[Were afraid
itl] would[] create[] panic[] in[] the
communityifTpeople’discovered[that
theywere, [indeed, [Garriers. There[Wwas
also[J concern[] as[] to[] whether([] this
informationJwould DadverselyJaffect
the[carrier Jand["his [ familywhen[ it
came(fimeftoSeekshidduchim.

Thel3olution(that hasbeenadopted is
tolfestforigenetic @abnormalitiesfand [fo
present[Jthe personJtested Jwith[Jan
identity[humber, but[hot the tresults.
WhentheltimeIcomes forsuchTa
person[tolget married, Thelcanlcheck
hismumber(againstthe mumberofThis
prospectivelshidduch. [Iflthe[computer
shows[that[there[is[noltlashlin[the
results, [and[the[twolof them[are[not
both[carriers JoflJthe[Jsame[genetic
abnormality,[] there[] should[] be[] no
impediment(to theirtarriage.

IfTit[¢an[belensured [that ¢oupleswho
arel] carriers[] of (] al] certain[] genetic
abnormality donotget[imarried, we
canlbelassured(that[nolchildren[Wwith
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theseldiseases[Wwill(be born. Over(the
courseJofJoneJor[Jtwo [Jgenerations,
theseldiseaseswould[then[disappear.
In"this[ingeniousway[ the[ Orthodox
Jewish[] community[] has[] come
extremelyl close[toeradicating[imany
common(geneticJewish(diseases.

Inightloflthis (Wwelcould [Suggest([that
weshoulddo(the same[for(BRCA: if
weltest[ for[the[BRCA [imutation[we
should(belable(to[eradicate the éffects
oflthe(disease. [However, the picture(is
muchmore ¢complex[than it[appears;
wewillleéxplain Why, Hextfime.

RoshHaShana(Torah
Readings/ X [Haftarot

First¢ Day
First[Torah 34[plsukim
B’reishit2l: | 34

This[id[thetbtal [fbr[the rbadinglid [the
firstLT orah; Lit[is[hot[brokendown
Aliya[Bly[Aliya[3tyle.[Five[people[dre
calledltd the Morah.

Accordingll toll Tradition,0 Sara
Imeinull wasl "remembered"l on
Roshll HaShana.l Shell became
pregnant,landOsubsequentlyllgave
birthl tol Yitzchak,O despitel her
advancedlagelof190.00n0thelfirst
dayl offl Roshll HaShanall wel read
perekR 1 bfB'reishit,fromDParshat
Vayeira,[hboutlthelbirthlandlearly
yearslofllYitzchak,OandOaboutOthe
SaraHagarlYishmaellépisode.

Thel lastl partl ofll thisO readingl is
aboutltheltreatylmadelbetween

Avrahaml andll Avimelech.
Commentariesll pointl outl that0 it
wasllinlthelmeritloflkthelprayersbof
Avraham@onbehalffloflithelpeople
oflAvimelech'sthousehold,thatthis
(Avraham's)landSara'slprayerstfor
themselvesdwerellalsollanswered.
Thisl[fitsOwithOonelofltheOpowerful
themesl andl messagesl ofll RH,
namelyllthelpowerlofllprayer,lin
general,lbndbflcommunallprayer,
inlparticular.0 AlmostOalways,0we
praylnlplural.

2nd[Torah, [élplsukim
Bamidbar[2P: |

ThenlthelOMatftirisOcalledOtolthe
secondl Torahl andl thel firstd 6
p'sukiml ofl Bamidbarl 290 (in
Parshatll Pinchas)0 arell read.0 The
readingll isll aboutl thel Musafll of
RoshlHaShanall (mentioningl that
thel Musafll ofll Roshll Chodeshl is
alsol broughtl onl RHO M all rare
mentionfonR oshHaShanaloflkhe
tactOthatlitlisOalsolR oshChodesh
Tishrei)landthelmitzvaloflhearing
thelShofarlblowing.

Haftara,[3B[plsukim
ShmuelAlef[T} 1 210

Thel Haftaral of0 thel firstd dayl of
Roshll HaShanall echoesll and
reinforceslthelthemelbflthePower
ofll Prayer,0 asl welll asl giving us
anotherl examplel ofll thell "barren
matriarch" wholl conceivedl after
praying,OltHisOthelstoryloflChana,
mother[bflShmuellHaNavi.

TheblsilentOnatureloflthelAmidalis
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attributeddtodChanallandOthelOway
shelprayedhtlheMishkan.
In[AdifferentQvay, (e [¢an[ddd [Yosef
HaTzadik, Who[Was[@lso(remembered”
by G [d [Tradition [fellsCds[dhat[he dvas
removed[from[Prison[to[dppear[Before
Par’oldn[RH.Since[Yosef's[rkmoval[ftom
prison[land[hisCsuccessful Clexperience
before[Phr'olchn[bk[sken[akthe Beginning
of(the[Bgyptian [sbjourn[dflthe family [df
Yaakov[IIWwho[became[the[People [ bf
Israel...[ahd[eberything[thatfdllowed [We
could[shy[that[the Yosef[RH[donnection
can[dxplain [the[statement[ih [Kiddush[dn
RHLdvelthat[it[i[d[dommemoration Ldf
the[Ekodus.

Second Day

First(Torah 24[plsukim
B'reishit[22: |1 24

In0 thel firstd Seferll Torah,0 we
continuelreadinglfromwherellwe
leftbfflonbhelirstaybIRH.[Five
peoplelarelcalledtolthelTorahlin
thel firstl Sefer.0 Perekl 220 is0 the
portionl ofll thell Akeida.O ItO is
arguablylthelmostOdramaticland
emotionlevokingl portion ofll the
wholel Torah.O Traditionl tellsd us
thatll thell Akeidall tookl placel on
Roshll HaShana.l ZICHRONOT
(remembrances)l isl onel ofll the
threel majorl themesl ofll Rosh
Hashana,0andOtheld AkeidallisOthe
mainl elementl ofl ZICHRONOT.
Notl onlyDisOitd thel topicl ofll the
Torahlreading,ObutlitlisOthelbasis
oftkhelchoicelloflShofardIlhamely,
thelRam’sOIHornMThndbitlisOanloft
repeatedlfthemeln[Havening.

Wel standl beforell GO onll Yom
HaDinOandOwelproclaimOthatOwe
arell notl onlyll thell biological
descendantsll ofl Avrahaml and
Yitzchakl(andOYaakov),ObutOtheir
spirituallheirsfasOwell.OWelarelnot
justltellinglstories;Bwelbrelinspired
toll emulatell ourll forefathersl and

developl all totall commitmentl to
GldhndOTorah.

2nd[Torah,[@lplsukim
Bamidbar[2P: |

Samelhslthelfirstiday.Beelthere.

Haftara,[IPB[plsukim
Yirmiyahu[3ll:2[200

Again,0welfinddoneloflithedmatril
archsiwholwasbwithoutlchildorlh
longll time.0 ThisO time,0 Rachel
Imeinulrepresentsltheldpeoplelof
Israel,0morelspecifically,thelkingl
domlofllIsrael,0underOthelflaglof
Efrayim,Owholarellinlbadlshapelin
theirll countriesll ofll Exile.l The
closingll wordsll ofll thell Haftara
containfGd's[promiselbflmercy.

ThelreturnloffthelpeopleltolEretz
YisraellMaslin,OV'SHAVUIOVANIM
LIGVULAM,Ois0 oned meaningl of
T'SHUVA,OandlisOseenlaslgoing
handlinthandl withl thel "other"
formUOoflreturniMotlthelpeoplelto
GId.

Thelreadingsl ofl Roshl HaShana
arelnotljustOBiblelstoriesdandOwe
shouldn’tOtakelthemUasOsuch.0We
readll aboutl anll amazingll love
relationshipbetweenlGOdhndHis
people,lus.0EmotionlisOthelkey.
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WellneedOtol“openlup”OonldRosh
HaShana,OsolthatOwelcanlseelthe
vitallnatureDofIT’shuvalandUoflour
membershipln[KlalOyisrael.JAndOt
isnotljustOwelwholmustwarm@to
thellrelationshiplbetweenHaShem
andJAmOYisrael.0GOdOtoo,0solto
speak,dwilllhopefullylrespondlto
thelfeelingstHelhaslhlwayshadfor
us,landlrelateltolusfasiHelrelated
tothelAvotthnddmahot.

Ha'azinu s5TATS

53rd Lof [tHe (54 [sédras; [TDth [od (11 [i[Dlvarim
Written [oh [92 (Tides [inl[al<dfer (Tdrah, [ednks (51 st
3 [Parshiyot; (all [open [{ektra Lopen!)

52 [pdsukim [iAnks (5 st [{8th (i [Dlvarim)

614 Lwbrds [TldAnks [(F2nd [(9th [id (Dlvarim)

2326 [Tekters [Midnks (52nd [(3th [id [Dlvarim)
P'sukim [ade [aong [tHe [Hortest [inlltHe (Tdrah

MITZVOT

The [CRinuch [dbes [ndt [cdunt [ady [ditzvot [l
Ha'azinu; [Rhmbam [cdunts [ofie CLIAYIN [NESECH.
This [isTtHe [ohly [mitzva [o [Rambam's [whole [Tt
of (81 3 [itzvot [tHat [tHe [(Rinuch [ddes [ndt [cdunt.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

Kohen([first[Aliya
6 [plsukim [I13D: |

[P>32:10(43)] Moshell Rabeinu
beginsl hisll farewelll "song"l toll the
Peoplelbylcallingluponlthelheavens
and(l thel earthl toll bell witnessesl to

whatlhelwillObelsaying.0HelasksOthe
peoplell (inl all veryl poeticl way)d to
listenOwellOtoDOhisOwords.OMoshelltells
uslthatl GOdOisO completelyOfairdand
just;[itliswelwholarelresponsiblelfor
"messingthingsfup"

"When[L(ingluar) [dall[G[d's[NMame, Mou
(plural,[hinimum[2) [Praise LG [dfbr [His
Greatness." [From[thisCpasuk ve[earn
thatiWhen[threelpkoplelehtltbgether, [ahe
calls[to[the[dther[two o bless[ G [d" [T
ZIMUN.

ThisCpasuk s [(borrowed [from [heredo
introduce[the [Musaf, [Mincha, [nd[Me'ila
Amida.[{for[Shacharit[and[Maariv, [k [k
considered] to[] be[d an[ interruption
between[GEULA[hA[T'FILA, [(Hecause [df
its(dteridclusionlid [the [dhvening.)

Levi[[§kcond[Aliya
6 [plsukim [[I32:7 12

MoshelasksOusOagaindtodremember
thell "earlyll history"D ofll thisl unique
nationll ofll Israell andd thel special
ancestorswholestablishedforluslour
closelelationshipwithOGd.
TherelisOnolOgenerationdgaplinOreal
Jewishl life;0 thel olderl generation
teachesl thell newl one,0 thell new
generationlgainsbylhskinglquestions
offl theirll eldersl andl learningl from
them.

GMdOstructureddtheOworldOinOparallel
tol theldevelopingl nationl ofll Israel,
andl grantedl usl specialll protection
andl guidancell M "liked anO eagle
protects[itsliyoung..."

SDT: Thell lessonsl) ofl) Torahll are
compared(tolldew, rainlIshowers, land
downpours. [ AllUwater (oftlcompared! to
Torah), Ubut \differ lentintensities land
speeds. [SoltooTorah, [for|differentpeople.
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SomelneedTorahlinlsmall, (éasily digested
doses, [orCelselthey"overload". [IOthers
canlhandlela steady | stream. [ Still others
canllearn! Torah[with[the intensityl of a
downpour.[The analogy between| Torah
andwaterhasmany!levels.

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
6 [plsukim [II32: | 3[18

Notwithstandinglthelprotectiondand
nurturingthatlGdprovideduslinthe
Wilderness,0 well rebelled.0 This
happenedlandlcontinuesltolhappen.
Moshe'sll wordsll canll bell seenl asl a
descriptionlofIDorIHaMidbarlasOwell
aslbeinglalpoeticOprophecyloflithe
peoplelbecomingltoollcomplacentllin
Eretzl Yisraell andl abandoning GId
froml[theirfpositionsloflopulenceland
security.

R'VI'L[IEburthAliya
| 0[plsukim [II3R2: 1928

MuchloffithelcontentloflHaazinulis[la
poeticll formulationl ofll ideasl previll
ouslyll presentedl inll thell bookl of
D'varim.

MoshelltellsOusthatdGOd'sOreaction[to
ourldisloyaltyllisITHESTEIROPANIMO0
thel hidingl ofll "GId's0 Face",0 sol to
speak.Helhlsolkelllusthattherethave
beenlseverall timesd whenl GOdO had
wantedl toll destroyll thell Peoplell of
IsraellbutldidOnot,OsolasOnotOtodgive
thel nationsl ofll thed worldd causell to
doubtl thell powerl ofll thel "GOdO of
Israel".

It0 is0 striking how( similar0 arel the
wordsloflkeproachlandlhowifferent
thelpresentation.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| | [plsukim [[I32:29[39

OurlchallengelisOtodcontemplatelthe
abovel andll understandl thell many
lessonsll containedl in0 GOd'sO (and
Moshe's)Iwords.OThelbottomOlinelis
thatOalthoughOIsraellstraysOfromOthe
properQpath,0GOdOwilldlnotODabandon
us,Jand0HeOwillOrallyOtodourOsidelin
thelfaceloflburlenemies.dffiweOwould
onlylrealizelOthislandlappreciatelthe
awesomelpowerlbflIGd.

Shishi [[8ixth[Aliya
4[plsukim [[132:40(483

Inl thisl concludingll portionl ofll the
songlpartlofllHaazinu,OwelseelGd’s
oathllandIMoshellassurancesloflIGI's
eternall naturel andl Hisl promisel to
avengel Israell againstd thel other
nations.

Sh'VII ISkventh[Aliya
9 [plsukim [II32: (4452

[P>32:44Q4)] ThelTorahlgoeslback
tolthelregulard columnarlformatlfor
thislastportion[bflHaazinu.

Moshe,0in0front0ofl Yehoshua,O tells
thelpeopledtolheedOtheOwarninglof
thisUSHIR AllandOtoOkeepOthelTorah,
whichlnlturn,Bwilllkeepthem.

Anl importantl pointd thatl hasd been
oftlrepeatedlindthelbooklofID'varim
isOthis:OWeldidOnotOreceivelthelLand
oflllsraeldwithO"nolstringsOattached".
Well mustl alwaysl bell worthyll of
holdingl onll toll EretzO Yisrael.
Sometimes[thatOreminderQisOsubtle;
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sometimeslitlisDheavythanded.OHere
it's:0 Takell thel TorahO seriously,
becauselitlisOtheObasisDuponlwhich
wel willl havell all longll (everlasting)
tenurelinfthel.and.

[P>32:4815)] GdlthenltellsOMoshe
tollascendHarOAravimNevo,keelthe
LandOfrom0Othere,0and0dielthere,0as
AharonllhadlOdonelOearlier(the0Torah
reiterates] thell reasonl thatl both
Moshell andl Aharonl couldn'td enter
Eretz0Yisraelldlnamely,Othellincident
whenlMoshelhitlthelrocklratherlkhan
speakltolit,0dmissingdanlopportunity
tolsanctifylGOd'sOname),0rather0than
enterlthelLandOwhichltheOPeoplelof
Israelbwilllenter.

Haf¢aral22 [plsukim
Hoshea [I4:2[10[IYloel 21 | 5217

SHUVA YISRAEL AD HASHEM... These
opening words of the Haftara give the Shabbat
its name and basically say it all. Return to G d.
The following pasuk emphasizes the power of
prayer in the T'shuva process. The command to
repent is accompanied by wonderful promises
(prophecies) of redemption and restoration of
the former glory of Israel. The passage from
Yoel gives us a Shofar connection to T'shuva.
Another encouraging note as we face the task of
returning to G d, is His assurance that He is
among us even before our T'shuva. And that
He will not shame His people ever.

The last pasuk in Hoshea states, ""Who is wise
who understands this, an intelligent person will
know: G d's ways are straight, the righteous will
walk upon them and the sinner will trip on
them."

Notwithstanding the fact that the Haftara was
not “chosen” because of the sedra, they do have
some points in common. One example: The sedra

speaks of rain in a figurative, spiritual sense and
the Haftara mentions its more literal meaning in
connection with prosperity. The prosperity angle
is particularly interesting, since it appears in the
sedra as a criticism and in the Haftara as a sign
that G d has forgiven His people.

ey Avk by Bl o il =hoioy Bl 74
Fortunate(brhlappy)lisithe
nationthatKNOWSIthe'ru'a...

ThisCpasuk LIn LI hilimCHoes[Chot[bay,
"hears" [the[shofar; [il[shys(KNOWSl[the
sound [dflthe[Shofar.

There's[d[big[difference,[dven[dhough
thelshme[Word[id[used[fbr[Hoth (Hearing
and[] knowing[d (or[J understanding).
LISHMO'A.LMoChear.[CAnd3ometimes
(often, [attually) [dmheans[tbuhderstand.

Ourldommitment[ak[Sinai,[fbrdxample,
was[NMAASEHM'NISHMA.[We [Will [do,
andCwewillCunderstand [ what LIGI[d
wants[df[uk)". [Nlot st MWwe Wil [Rear".

MightQve[duggest[that[theBrachalfor
Shofar JIILISHMO'ACKOLLCSHOFAR,
implies[(dhatllinderstanding[Léssential
to[the[nitzva,Chot[ustChearing[Cthe

sounds.

WelHavel[tb[Hear,[dndunderstand,ahd
notLiisunderstand. CAnd[ e[ have[to
reactChppropriately.[Everyone[kxcept
for[the[totally[Heaf,[ tan[HEAR[the
soundsofCkhe Ckhofar. [ButCdo Cyou
straighten[With [gride [df[chembership[ih
the[Jewish[geople[Whenjou[Hear[the
T'KI'A?[Are[You[Humbled [And [Broken
when[you[Hear [the [Broken [Wail [df[the
T'RU'ALdr[the[Hob[df[dhe [SH'VARIM.
Does[the[T'KI'Altemind [Joulbf[ the
experience[bfCMATANLTORAH?[Do
the[Ibroken[IsoundsUinspire Clyoullto
introspectiondndldetlyouldn[theldath
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to[M'shuva.

Itk [Chot[énough[Ho[inerely[hear[the
sounds[df(the [Shofar; Wethust[dnder
stand[them [tfoo.[Imagine[dtanding[dt[d
crosswalk [Wvaiting[do Ldross[the[dtreet.
Tolyburlright, [altruck[id[standing[at[the
curb.[As[Youldre[dbout[Ho[dnter[the
road, [Jourhear[hn[Linsistent[beeping
sound.[lt[id (the [Warning[sbund[that[the
truck [alitomatically [elmits When [id[id [plut
intolrkverse.[Thelttuck i [slowly rblling
towardsyou,[dnd[YouldreWvarned [By
the[Beeps[IDo[dot[steplihto[the[rbad;
itbould[be[aldhngerousl(thing[tb[do.

Y ou[Hear[the [sbunds[THutYou[do[dot
know[What[they[mhean![Maybeybuthink
itCik[d[dar[dlarm,[dr[d[dounddoming
from[the[dearby[donstruction[Site,[r
maybe [You[Gust[dren't[dhinking[At[All.
Youlhear[theFound,[butt[CHoesn't
dawn[dn[ybulthatlybulale[Being[Warned
of[sbmeldanger.[And[youlstep[ihto[the
road, Jjust[as[Cthe Cltruck Clbacks Clup.
Fortunately[B"H, [the[tluck[driver[dees
youlih[His[dearview[thirror[dnd [Epplies
the[Breaks[dstfid time. Hejumps[dutldf
his[tFuckand [ykells [at[ou: MHey! (Didn't
you[Hear[the[Warning[Beeps?!?"[Yes",
youldnswer,[Ibut[ICdidn'tClinderstand
them."

SoHoo, Lt Lk [With[the[Sound CbfLthe
Shofar.[Many, [chany Jéws[go [tb [shul [tb
hear[the[Shofar.[They[Hear[thelsbunds,
but[Ho[they [ know[Wwhat[the[3ounds
mean?[Do[We[Heed[the Warning[dflthe
Shofar?[Are[Welthoved [fo[dise[do[the
challenge[&f[T'shuva? [Are dve[Ghspired
toUstrengthenour Clcommitment[lto
Torah[@dnd[Qudaism?[Are e[ going[do
work[Rarder[do[improveldurselves[ds
individuals[ahd[ak [aldommunity, [sb[that
welWillldo[dur[dharelih[Rastening[the
Moshiach? [Dr[Will (e [dontinue Walking
into[the [phth[dflthe [Ahcoming[tiuck?
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ASHREILTHA'AMLYO'D'EILT'RU'A...
Happy[{or[fortunate)[is[the Mation
whoCIKNOWS [theOT'RU'A...[IWe
must[Hear[the[Shofar, [thust[uUnderstand
itsCdneanings, Cdnust[ktliks[dounds[dnd
meanings Lpenetrate[[lto[lour[minds,
hearts,[Chnd Ckouls. COThe CBhofar Chmust
bring[about[Ja LISHIPUR [C](allspiritual
improvement).[Then[Weldhay[donsider
ourselves[thuly[fbrtunateldnd[Happy[tb
be[dthe[ONation Cthat CIKNOWS[Cthe
TRU'A.

Note to TTreaders of the web version of Torah
Tidbits.

If you are reading these words, then that's exactly
who you are an eTTreader.

We just wanted you to know that the piece on the
previous page did not make it into the hard copy
of TT. We ran out of room and out of time. This
week's double issue was very time and paper
consuming,

So if you know people who only read the hard
copy, you can share this "vort" with them.

Also know that the order of the pages of the
eversion is different from the hard copy.
Specifically, the pages with the RH readings and
the sedra summary of Haazinu are together
towards the end of the e version. Not so in the
hard copy. And you get the BackPages in
left to right order. Not so in the hard copy.

Also, you have a TTriddle that was not in the hard
copy. There was one that appeared twice and I
replaced it with a new one, just for you.

No big deal; just wanted to tell you.

More importantly, thank you for reading and may
you and your family and all of Klal Yisrael have a
happy, healthy, prosperous, and peace filled year.

SLanaﬂjovanfu/ea
K'tivalMaChatima[Tova
Pt il THbr the [TT idam
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

Whatldolyoulphean This'?

UponUinding[d0Jkwih[domeltype[df
distress,[ 1 whetherld physicall] or
emotionallid[nhture,[R’ Moshe[Lkib[df
SasovWould[delate[sb[diosely[tb[the
otherlperson[that[He[Would[even [féel
thelakher's[phin.

He[Owas[hsked:[(J‘Rebbe,Chow st
possiblefbryouth [dlways[sharelthe
other[person’s[distress[the Way[jlou
do?”

R'[Moshelleib[Would[dnswer,"What
dolyouthean[hhare’?[And[What[do
youlnean[3the[bther[person’?[We
Jewslaleall[phrts[dffalsingle [bbdy, [ahd
how [chn [[Ihbt[fdel[that[distress?”
(I

R'C]Yehuda[JChasidJof[(JRegensburg
would[shy:[Asdng[abMrkmainsilent, [
controlCimy[kongue.[1Once[1 Cktart
speaking, [my [tdnguelcbntrols(nde.

Shmuel Himelstein'sWordslof Wisdom, Words of Wit;
ATouchlof Wisdom, ATouch'of Wit; and™Wisdom
and Wit" Tavailable at yourlocal Jewish bookstore.

Ifnot Task forlit.

ParshaPix
explanations

Combined] Nitzavim[Vayeilech
and[Haazinu[Ithat's[the[theaning
oflgoing (5770)[and[doming (5771)
atlthe[tbpofithe[ParshaPix.
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L Thedfamilydin[ the [ upper [dft
representsl] thel] beginningl] of
Nitzavim [that[describes[allWholate
standing[] today[] before[] GId.
Included[hre[men,Ivomen,[Chnd

children
L || dbtslaboveAnuivaneinu...

I and[@IIHypes[dfPeople,Ghcluding
thell  woodcutterl] (George
Washington, [abid [the[cherry [tdee)

L andlthe[Water[drawers[{Jack [&ill,
or[idlitiwater fdtchers?)

T Thefamily[@lso[Htands[for [Hhose
whol werel[] tol] participate[1in
HAKHELOITmen,women,hnd
children.

L HAKHELOkEIso[depresented [By
the[drowned [T orah[rkader[1he
king,

¢ and[Hy[the[Torahlih[the[Sukka,ih
thelowerlrlght,[since[1Hak[hlel
takes[place[bn[the[Sukkot[after
Sh'mita.

L Thel[feathervriting[Tetters[ikfor
the[ditzva ltd Mrite@lSkfer Morah.

I That[ohitzvali[@lsorkpresented By
the[dpenldemara,dince[dcquiring
S'farim[tb [darn ftom [id[also [phrtldf
thelmitzva.

T TheXed[dut[hoon,[Planets,[dnd
stars O BASHAMAYIMHI, [4[d
notlid(hkaven...

I Theldcid[#ainBymbol [k [Hor[dhe
description[dflthe[dunishment[fbr
turninglaay flom [G[d
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L TheMegila[EfbrthehiddenTtlue"
to[Bstherlih[the[Torah[THESTEIR
PANIM.

I Thelduestioned[Hoad[Signs[ik[the
choiceldfldhoosinglife[dr[Death,
Goodlar [Eil.

I ThelplantlgtowinglalTlzedaka bbx[is
from [the[bhftara, [ckferring[tb [G(d,
YATZMI'ACHLI TZEDAKA, 1 will
causeltzedakaltdgrow...

T The[Chatan[@ndKallah[nder[the
Chupalislalso fdom [the [hhftara.

I AndEhe[khemical Cexpressionds
sulfurlahdlsaltblirning...

. Thelohusicallnotelid, [dflcburse, Fbr
HASHIRA, [the[3ong, LivhichLis [
poetic[Way[the[Torah[rkfers[tdthe
Torah.[Interesting[that[dhe [Wvord
HASHIRA[dccursldnly [T0[times[ih
Tanach,[BbfCWwhichChre[Odn[the
Torah,[8Laf[Which[drelih[Rarshat
Vayeilech.[Aside[from[dhe[Torah
referredtb [@s[(HASHIRA, We[find
thatdin[B'shalach[(JandCJChukat,
HASHIRA[réferstd[the Sbnglcflthe
Sealand[the[$ong[ bf[ the[Well,
respectively [THoth [Water, [Which[id
very[often[h[I'code [word"Lfor
Torah.[INote[doo [ that[the [ Word
SHIRA[Hoes[hot[hppear[in[the
Tanach, onlyCwith Ckthe [ HEIChs
HASHIRA, [THESong, [thaking[the
case[Hor[itsLeaning[the[Torah

evenl[stronger.

¥ Thel[dther[thusical[dote[i$ [fbr[the
SongwhichHaazinulid.

I The[Shofar[E[dot[fortheShofar
blown[during[Hul ol fbr [the[Shofar

about[to[be[lblown[Jon[JRosh
HaShanalQvell, idlcbuld bk, [but...) Id
was[lintended[ ko[ point[ kol khe
RASHEILTEIVOT [(initial Métters) [df
the[lphrase LISHORESHLJPOREH
ROSHLY'LAANA, [ [deferencedo
bad[deople@mong s [TEomething
like (the [rbtten [apples[ih [a[Barrel 111
in[theMwarnings[df[Nlitzavim".[The
Shofar[i$ [alldall (fbr[SHIPUR [(kame
root),[improvement,[df[durselves,
ourtommunity, Chnd CAll CbfCKlal
Yisrael[IIEnd[stands[ih [dpposition
tolits[Rashei[Teivot[hamesake".

I The[yOXO, [ChlsoknownChs[Ch

RETURNINGL] top,[] represents
T'SHUVA, [deturn.[Specifically, [the
factlthatlalpkrson(chn(straylahdlsin,
return,[ktray[hgain, [leturn,Chnd
again[dnd[dgain...[And[G [k [Still
eager[](sodto[speak) Lfor[the
T'SHUVAIlcatherlthanplinishinglthe
person.[The[Yolyb[Reeps[doming
back[tbo.[But[Beware:[iflthe [string
breaks,[ the[Jolyb[ keeps[ getting
furtherUandUfurtherCaway[and
returnlisinbtlvéryplobable.

I Butterfly ih[(Hlebrew [3[A[BARPAR.

Thatlthakes[it[A[RARs,[dr[RARIM
(lit.[bllls) [id Hebrew. [The butterfly
goesLith[theips,which[Chave
replaced[the[RPARIM, [ds[dtatedih
the[Baftaraldf[Shabbat[Shuva.[This
does[Inot[Imean[lthat[1davening
relaces[Horbanot[dn[d[dermanent
basis.[Nlor[does[iflchean [that[When
welhave[h[ Beit[ HaMikdash[&nd
korbanot[khat[ we[won'tL daven
anymore.[] Davening[] was[] not
"invented"[to[take[the[place[ bf
korbanot.[It[Has[always[Heen [With
uslahdWilllcbntinue [tb (bl [With [uk.

It[i [doing[double[duty[during[the
time[tdhat[Weldre[Without[d[Beit
HaMikdash.[Some [ df[dhe[dext[df
daveningWill[changeWhen We[bhve
a[(Beit[HaMikdash, CbutIT'fila[J]
prayer [ I[Idavening[k[4[initzva,[ 3
precious[pbsses[ldion,[ahddurway
oftlking[td[G[d.

I ThelsteneMithlskylahdlgtoundlahd

an[kar[bn[kachOsHor[MHaazinu
HaShamayim...[hnd[V'tishma [Cha]
Aretz...

L TheldoudWith [rhin[(Eently) flling

from [if[id [dne [df[the[poetic[ilnages
in[Haazinufarthe[dssonslafTorah

L ThelnegatedWinelidfbr[theprohi]

bition[] of(] YAYINL] NESECH,
sacramental Wine.Accordingltdlthe
Rambam, [it[i3[the[dne[drohibition
of(the[Torahthatlis[found[4dnd
counted[ftom[Haazinu. [hteresting[]
ly,(the[Chinuch [does[dot[dount[it
(oneldfLodnly[dwoldimes[that[he
does[hotHollow [ fhe[Rambam[ih
mitzvalcbunting), But[ihcludes[if[ih
idolatrouslofferings.

L Applelcfitheleye [K'ISHONEINO

Parsha Peints o Poncer
Nitzavim [ Vayeilech

1) CWhy[Llloes[the[Torah[$pend 8o

many[] words] describingl] the

destruction [bf[3'dom[vhen [telating

the[destruction[G D [Will(Bring[dpon

us[when[Weldo[dot[Heed[His[dom[]
mands[(29:22)?

2) Why[does[the[Torah[firstldescribe
our[exileas G M OIPUSHING Cus
(HIDICHACHARD: | ) and[then [sWitch
toldescribing[it[as [(His[SCATTERING
us[HEFITZCHADD:3)?

3) What[id[the [mheaning[dflthe[double
words[ilised[fo[ dlescribe [ thoices bf
good[ahdbhdlthroughoutlthelphrsha Il
CHAYIMOLife) ICTOV{Good)@nd
MAVET [[Death) ZIBA{Bad)Gh30: 15
and[then[h[30:19LCHAYIML{Life) L1
BRACHAL (Blessing) (] and ] MAVET
(Death) LIK'LALAL{Curse)?[MVhy[dre
twoldescriptions[df(the[gbod[ahd[bad

needed?

ParshaPointstoPonder
by Rabbi[DovLipman
teacher [ad[Rdishit(Ydrushalayim [add (Mhchon [Mlla an

in (Bhit SRemesh; EithorlBEDISCOVER [Rhswers
Teena erlendmlults)lﬂﬂﬂjestlonslﬂoutﬂe
Jewish [Egilth"EHeIdhel [H"_'TIMEOUT Bﬂortslﬂorles
[aIGhme [Plan iritual [Sdccess"
(Devora) "SEDERIS'AVW" [(Targum)

ppp@ouisrael.org
Answers are elsewhere in this issue * Ponder the Qs first, then...



THEIJERUSALEMIINSTITUTE

OFIJEWISHILAW

Rabbi([Emanuel Quint,[Dean
Lesson#[532(part(1)

Current Status of the Jurisdiction
of Non Ordained Judges

Welhavellbeen[ldiscussingIthe Jjuris ]
dictionloflthelcourtsbeginning[with[the
Great[ Sanhedrin[ while[ it/ existed, and
thelcourts[0f123 [judgeslin[capital[¢ases.
Welalso discussedthe[jurisdiction[0fthe
courts[oflthreejudges((theBeitDin)and
thisCcourthadwerybroad[jurisdiction
whilel] judges[] werel] ordained.[] We
discussed[thelapsingloflordinationland
now!( ] al] Beit[] Dinl[]is[] composed[] of
nonlordained[judges,['and[Jthus[Itheir
jurisdictionlis/$omewhat[¢urtailed.[One
ofl] the[ ] Talmudic[ passages[! which
discusses[ the[jurisdiction[ of[ the non[]
ordained[ judges( Ideals[ Iwith[divorces.
Thelnonlordained[¢ourt(was/¢oercingla
mantbldivorce his(wifeldccordingto(the
prescribed ! llaw, [Jal lfunctionJthat[ Jwas
previously limited[to[ brdained[ judges.
When(aljurisdictional [objection(tolthe
proceeding/was(taised[it[Wwas[answered
thatlcourtslofnon ordained [judges have
jurisdiction[over[ the[ types[ ofl matters
whichoccurl frequently. This[casel in
Tractate[Gittin[(88b)[seems(tomake(the
frequencylofthe[occurrence theltestlas
toJwhether[Inon(ordained[ judgesIcan
judgelcases[that[werel formerly[ Wwithin

thelsole[jurisdiction[oflordained judges.
Alfasil(1013[1103)[quotes the Talmudic
text[Jwithout[Jcommentlas[Jdo[JAsheri
(125011327)[) and[ | Maharshall| (15100
1574).0]Ran((d.[Icall1375), Thowever,

commenting[ Jon[ |Alfasil Isays/ that! Ithe
Talmud(showsthat[two[criterialmust/be
met[ before nonlordained! judges may
exercise! jurisdiction overl cases which
according(fo[Torahlaw [were limited fo
ordained(judges.[That[is,inaddition[to
being[ thel typel bofl case which[occurs
frequently, [itmust(dlsolinvolve(dloss[of
money. [ [tl would[ seem, however,[ that
thel teason[ whyl in[ Tractate[ Gittin[ the
soleltest/discussed[is[that[ofl frequency,
andnolmention(is[madeloflmoney loss,
is[that(Talmudic(daselis(a[non/monetary
case.[Thelissueaised in[it[islimited [fo
the[lquestion[ | ofl]jurisdiction[loverla
coerced[divorce. [In'alsimilar[manner!(in
allsituation[loflloverriding[ limportance,
courts[lofl Inonlordained/judges[Iwere
given[| jurisdiction[] tol] acceptl! the
conversion[ | of[] proselytes( ] (al] matter
wherethere(is/clearlymiolinvolvement(of
moneyland[is oflinfrequent(occurrence).
In[) Tractate[] Baball Kamall (84b),[] by
contrast, [ lin[ldiscussing[ /the[ lremaining
types[oflIcasesl lencompassed| byl the
jurisdictionoflnhonlordained(judges/the
Talmud (states[altwo [prong|[test[that(the
case[ must[bel oflaltypelthat[ (1) occurs
frequentlyand[(2)[involvesalloss of
money.

Thusliflaltertain type ofl case bccurs
frequently'but[JthelIclaimant[Jhas[not
sufferedal monetary[loss[ (suchlas[the
casell of(] embarrass(ll] ment)] the
nonlordained[judges[ cannot[ judge( the
case.[ Conl[lversely,[iflit[istheltypel of
case(whichlinvolves[alloss/oflmoney(to
the[plaintiff butis[ not[ the  typel that
occurs/Jfrequently[(suchlas[Jalperson
maiming( | another)[ | the[ | nonlordained
judgeslare(mnot[émpowered to[judge the
caseliflit was(oflthe typethat the Torah
had(delegated(tolordained judges(only.

Allthecodesand Cauthorities cite[the

statement(of(the Talmud(as/enunciating
the[ present( status/ of! ithe[ law. IThere
exists Junanimity[lofl lopinion[Jon[lthis
matter. [In[the mext[lesson TYH, Wwe [will
givelex[lamples(oficaseslin[whichmon[]
ordained[] judges!] presentlyl] have
jurisdiction.

EWiDDLES

Lastfidsue’s (KICTAVO)MTriddles:
[1] Riselahd Shine!

Simple[one.OThisOisCthe ClEnglish
translation[df[the[first[two[Words[ih
the[Chaftara[dor[Parshat [Ki[(ravo 1]
Yeshayahu 6D [IKIUMIORI...

[2] Johann(Qarl[Eriedrich[Gauss

This[i3[@lvhriation[dfah[dId[dne. [Hive
timesin[dthe[(dbookof(1D'varim,
SICHONUOs[ddentifiedChsCMELECH
CHESHBON.JAndanotherOthree
timesinClthe (ObookCof (Y ehoshua.
CHESHBON [nheans[chlculation[ahd[id
theltérm[ih[Hebrew[fbrakithmeticldr
math.[Thismakes[SICHON [the [king[of
math. ButWholdo [mhathematicians[ahd
historians[donsider[tb[He[the[all[tlme
greatestLthathematician [I[the [Ring[df
math. [A[skarchldn[the[Web[tiirned[up
allnumberUof[Cdifferent lists, Cwith
differentCpeoplelinirstCplace.[ The
mostlcbnsistentlhblder [of[fitst[placelid
Gauss.[He[is[aktually (dnown [Hy [sbme
as[the[prince[df[chath.[Closeldnough.
By[the[Way,[ih [Shof'tim, [SICHONU[i}
identified[ds[Melech[(EMORI[Melech
CHESHBON.[Ih[Mechemiya,[thereli}
reference[1o[ERETZ[SICHONU[CAnd
ERETZMELECHI[OHESHBON.

[3] (Oldie)[The[Pesach,[Shavuot,
Sukkot,[@hanuka,[PRurim[donnec[]
tions[tb Bikurim

The[Besachcbnnection[id[the[Hagada,
which Clises[(the[Bikurim[Cdeclaration
p'sukim [ak [the [chain (Hody [df(MAGID.
Thelp'sukimdre[dhen[Analyzed[dnd
explained Cvith Cinany Cbther Lhuotes
from[anach.[ShavuotlidMom [HaBiku[l
rimCAnd Cit[s (fhe [beginningCbf[ the
Bikurim [deason.[Sukkot[ik[the [dead[]
line,[atcording[td[the Mishna, [tb [Bring
BikurimCAND [decite[the[declaration.
Bikurim[kan[ktillLbe[brought,[ but
withoutltheldkclaration, [uhtil[@hanuka
(this[i8[What[the[Mishnalshys, [Hut[We
pasken[otherwise[landLallow[Ithe
recitation[LintilLIChanuka,[hs[Ciwell).
Purim's[Mishlo'ach[Manot[Haskets[alre
decorated, [rkminiscent[dfltheBikurim
Basket.[(Okay, [that's[alstretch, (butwe
didn't[Want[tb IdavePurim [dut[dflthis
TTriddle.CAnd[Yom[HaAtzmaut[dnd
Yom[Yerushalayim[dan[definitely[Be
added,[dincelthey[depresent[somel[df
the conditions of the Bikurim situation.
[4] Whenldoves[drel[dttached[tio
Bikurim basket[Where?

The[Bikurim [Hasket[is[called [A[TENE.
With Cdoves[attached Cto Uit Cl(they
served[ds[d[live[decoration Luntil(the
Bikurim CWerelgiven[and[then Cvere
used [ak[Hird[shcrifices), [the [(TENE[chn
appear[td [fly. Where? MENAFLY, New
Jersey,[bfl kourse.[MTenafly[1s[ton[]
sidered[[s[ah [affluent[sliburb[df[Nlew
York[City",[dIthough [t [k [ih[Bergen
County,[N].[The[dame [domes[from
Dutch[ahd[sheans[Ten [Swamps[Ilhow
youlkhow!)

[5] After[20(Shabbatot,Wel[finally



getltblthelsburceldnthis[Shabbat

On[the[Bhabbat[ hfter[ Pesach,[wve
started[teading/learning[PirkeiCAvot.
Each[thapter[dsLintroducedby[the
famousL{first[part[dflthe) [Mishnalih
Sanhedrin [INIl ISrael bhs[alshareid [the
Worldtd[Qome.Thelphsuklid[Manach
that[lthe[[JMishna[lquotes[is[lfrom
Yeshayahu[60, [the [haftara[df[Ki[Tavo.
V'AMEICH[KULAMLTZADIKIM...(S30
20 Wveeks[dfter Ddve [firstCquoted[this
pasuk, lelréadlits[sburce.

[6] Onionlrkctanglellikealdeer

Onion[E[BATZALE2+90+30[3 122,
theChumber[ofLp'sukimCin[Ki[Tavo
(sidelpoint:[Mayaqhel[ahd[Ma'etchanan
also[Bave[122[@'sukim).[Rectangle[F
MALBEIN[=E[40+30+2+50[2[1R22. Mike
aldeer EKI'TZVIER2D+90+2+10[=IR2

[713670886075949 &
5531914893617021276595744680851063829787234042

ThelfirstCldecimal Cfraction LisClthe
equivalent[df[29/79.[29 i [the [atomic
number[dflcopper[ahd[Z9[id[the[A.N.
oflgold.[The[Haftaraltklls[us[that [G[d
will[Bring[dold[TACHAT Ldopper[{in
the[time[Cbf( the[Geula). CTACHAT
means[n[place [df', [But[if[also[mheans
"under".[f[dold [k [dnderSilver,[then
the[fraction[29/79 Ltesults.[Similarly,
the[decondfraction[ik[équivalent[do
26/4701 (those[ being[] the[] atomic

numbers|oflidon ahdlsilver, [céspective []

ly.[(qThe first[fraction (Has[Aldepeating

period[df[113[digits.[Thelsecond[ftac[]

tionLdhows[the[periodLdf[ 46 L digits.
Thelcbmputer'slchlculator[dnly [shows
the[irst[ B | [Higits;[the[tFestCivere
obtained by [good,old[Ifashioned,
pencilldnd[paper,[Ibngldivision.[Can

today's[kids[db[that?)

[8] 3/5[D'varim,[3/12[Torah,[3/15
Tanach(inKi[Tavo

EretzMlisraellidlrkferredltd 5 [times[id
Tanach [as flbwingwith [milkahdhbney
[Blldf[those[rkferencesalelid Ki[Tavo
(that's[3ldflthe [Hlih [D'varim, Bldflthe
120Gh[the[Torah, [@nd[3[df[the[5[h
Tanach).

[9] Herldldest[and[youngest[for
hers

Leah'sLkons'Lkribes[wereon[Har
G'rizim,[With[the[dldest[(Reuven)[ahd
thelybungest[(Zevulun) [nbt(there, [But
their[dlace[(so[tb [speak) [(Being[thken
by[Rachel's[dldest[and[YoungestL(hot

exactly[C¢orrectCiermsor[her[(iwo
sons, blt[ifworksfdr[thisMTriddle).

[10] SoLwhere[dol theyl getl the
stones?

JustLdDvhimsical Cquestion. [ CEikeyv,
Eretz[Yisrael LisLdescribed[ds[d[Thnd
whose[stones[areliton [(hmong[dther
descriprions).[Ih [Ki[Tavo,the[Jeople

are[tbld[that[they Wil [Huild [a[Mizbeil]

achldn[Har[EivallWith[stoneslthatlidon
has[dot[Been [ih [dontact[With (then
where[do[they[det[the[Sones?[The
answer,[df[dourse, [ [the[altarWas[tb
be[Build With [dtones[that Were[dot
hewnithInetalihplement.

[11] Maylthefirstlpart[6f(60:18
comeltiueldoublyinalgbod Way

This[phsuk fdlom [the [hhftara [df[Kli[Tavo
begins[with [thelcbntinuing[description
of (What [G [dWill [do fbr[uk [id [the[time
of[the[Complete[Geula.(INo[Ibnger
shall[diolence[Be [Heard[ih [your[dnd...

TheWordfbrviolencelid [this[phsuk[id
HAMAS, [hknceWelhbpelahd[play(that
therewillCbe LhLulfillmentCbf[ this
prophecy With [Both [theanings[df(the

word.
[12] ParshaPix[WUnexplaineds

There[were[khree[graphicLdimages
representing[wWords id[the hhftara.

Thelohany [chmels[rkpresents[SHIFIAT
G'MALIM, ahabundancelofichmels.

AlpairLofLeyes[With[A[C[droundlik
stands[fbr[J'1[SAVIVIRINAYICH...[Dift
yourleyes@boutlybu...

The[two [ oors[vith[dmilesLis[for
M'SOSIDORMADOR, [Aljby [fbrldach
succeedinglgdeneration.[IDOR Moor,
getlit?

5771has385(days [Tthemostany
Jewish(year(danhave. Approx. 16%
oflour(yearshave385[days

[Parshne Peiids (o Pender
Suggestedlahswers

| MheSfornolekplains(thatlthe Torah
isCrelating[that[Ithe [1people Cwill
recognize[that[this[destructionldame
from G D andLitCecould Cnot[be
explained[@way [ds[d[datural[disaster.

Theldnly Ldimilar[dvent[Was[the[des[]

truction Lbf[ §'domvhichkveryone
recognized] GID[] OVERTURNED
WITHHIS[ANGER[AND EURY. [Thus,
alsignificantdssonidldéarnedftom[the
details[] related[] regardingl] the
destruction[ofSldom.

2)rhe[KlillYakar[keaches[ khat[h
mistake [ that[Jews[dnake[in[éxile[is

thinking[dhat[ &G [D [Ras[dast[ds[dside
and[Has[do[ihterestlih[d[delationship
with[lisLorLourlinitzvalbbservance.
This[is[¢aptured[by[the HirstCvord
HIDICHACHA, [CHescribingCour Linis[]
take [which Cleads[to Lour Ckinning.
However, [id [the [ehd, [We Mill [cbme[tb
the[tecognition[that LG D[ as[hot
pushing[uk[away [ftom [Him But[simply
scaterringuk [physically [ak[chptured by
thelsécondord,HEFITZCHA.

3) [(@he[OhrHaChayim[dxplains[that
theldescriptions[df[lIFE[And (DEATH
refer[tb[thelgood[and[Bad [Which[\We
canbFinglubonldurselves[id [thisWorld,
and[the[second[description [defers[th
thelgood[dr[HadWhich[Weldan[Bring
upon [durselves[after[death [id [the [nkext

world.

Portionfrom(thePortion

Thelconsolationlin(thelwords

"alrootiwhoselfruitlis
galllandiwormwood”

RashiCon(thelverse1(29:12)ofCour
portion(] cites1al]Midrash(]explaining
thatthisCportion CATEMINITZAVIM O
YoullarellalllJstanding[today, [ before
Hashem"[(29:9) was[said[ by Moshe
aslalwayltolconsole thelhation after
theyllhad(Jheard(nearly[1100(Jcurses
saidlJinJtheJprevious[JportionJof IKI
TAVO.ButlifiwereadMoshe'swords,
onlylalfewlverses(later((17(27) they
seem anything[but[conciliatory.

"Perhapsl(therelislalmanlorilwoman...
whose( heart[ turnsaway( today! from
Hashem...[Jperhaps(therellis[allroot



flourishing[with[gallCand[wormwood...
Hashem willChotbelwillingtolforgive
him...CHashemOwillCerasehisClname
fromunder(Heaven."

Arelthesewords of(consolation? They
seem[more[negative[consequences.
Maybelif CwelIdelvellinto[ the /deeper
meaning(] of( ] theselverses[Iwellwill
better] understand(] the? consolation
meant(bythem.

"Whosel heart[ turnsaway"[ refers[ to
thelindividualJwhose[lperspectivellis
perverse.[1Helldeviates(lin[Jorder[]to
searchfor[value[systems[which[are
more(tolhisliking.

"Arrootflourishingfwith[gall"(refersto
characteritraits(ofithesoul.[ButMoshe
isCInotreferringJtoUtraits Jwhichare
completely(corruptediorthosethatlare
explicitly(forbiddenbythe[Torah.Here
he(refers(toltraits/that[could(leadone
tolsin.JALCrootflourishing Cwith Cgall 0]
means( that[J] thelJ outcomelJ of] this
particular(character(trait Jis[Inot[yet
visible[sincelitlislonlyaroot Tbutif left
untreatedlit canbecome'sulphuriand
salt, thatburnsithelentirelland".

Rav[Avigdor‘HalLevi_ Nebenzahl, [Rav
of " theOId[City, [inChisbook[Sichot
L'Roshl] HaShanall explains,] for
example,miserliness(inandloflitselflis
not[prohibitedbylthe Torah, asloften
welshould belfrugal.[Butlmiserliness
couldl1leadlonelltol]transgress(ithe
prohibition"Youlshallnotlhardenlyour
heartlor(closelyourhand(lagainstyour
brother(wholispoor"((15:7).[Orlone's
miserlinessmayllcausellhimnotJto
spendmoney(for mitzval performance
(i.e.Conalbeautiful Cetrog).[ [Hashem
can(seethese"roots" of(evil.

Thislis[onelof(thelideas we[mention
onJRosh(IHashanallinUthe[JZichronot
sectionl of ) Musafll (1] that[] Hashem

constantlyJsupervises[everything,lat
alltimeslandlinlevery(situation:

"Youllremember[ thelldeeds[Iidonellin
theuniverseJand[Youlrecall allthe
creatures(] fashioned sincel] earliest
times. Before[Youallhidden( things
arel] revealed..."[J NotlJ only] does
Hashem[] takel[] accounts(] of(] our
actions,[but Helalonelis[able tolsee
into(the(depths(oftheminutesthidden
details(] (1] "Man's] thoughtsi] and
schemes,JandJtheJmotives[1behind
man's(deeds".[ Hashem[ knows[each
person'sLinnermostthoughtsiTwhich
thell bestl] psychologistl] canl] never
uncoverandwhich(the[person himself
may( not[] evenl] recognize] duel]to
insufficientlintrospection.

Let's[get/backtolourloriginal(question
Mhow areltheseverses/consolation?(lt
is(truethatla’mereroot flourishing
withJ galld andlJ wormwood'l] may
producelalstate of('sulphuriand(salt,a
conflagration(ofithelentire(lLand'which
‘cannotbelsown[andlit’cannotisprout.’
Firstly,[ [Hashem(searches[out[ levery
cornerl] ofJourJhearts[Itoseel]any
taintedlideaslor(characterraitsforthe
purpose!(ofihelpinglus(tefine them(1to
bringljudgment(tollight andgrant us
life.[In(this[process Helalsoluncovers
every[lpurel]thoughtJhiddenJinJour
hearts, ‘and[ Hel[ gives[ great( rewards
forleven(thelslightestiholy desire.[The
TOSEFTAINSOTAL{4:1)tellsfusthat
thelreward(for[algood(character!trait
outweighs( thell punishment(] for] a
negativelone, accordingto’thelratiolof
five[Jhundred(tollone.1 Soll even(if
Hashem(finds[the™root" of Cwicked[]
ness]within[lour(] heart(if(]HelJ also
uncovers_evenljust[alspark_of_good
intentions(as(little[Tas11/500Jof[the
bad)thatwillCtip(theUscalesinCour
favor.That(is[consolation.[Also, just

aslalroot"of[(wickedness[mayllead
onetolsin,[aldroplofigoodnesslinlour
hearts((the[pintelelyid) canllead[us(to
dolmanylgood(deeds.
SolJwellshould(] spend(]somelltime
during[the JremainingJdayswe[have
before[1Rosh1HashanalJto[Jincrease
theselsparkslofgoodlintentions. Sure
welshouldgooutCof ourCwayto do
moremitzvotlatithisitimeloflyear, if we
can.[Butiwelknow thatlthelsuccessful
performancelJof[ lanylactlwe[ldo(lis
dependentonHashem[wantinglit[to
succeed[1’sol .welmightlnotJalways
succeed. Butlour(thoughts(tolperform
all mitzvall arel] fully(J inJ ourJ hands
(CHOVOT HALEVAVOT).[1 Soll we
shouldJmakeltime[tolIreinforcel lthe
positive sparks(that/arelalreadylinside
us.[\WelIshould[bring[JoutJthe /good
intentions 7 in[J] the] deeds] that[] we
perform(already.

Forexampleliflwelremind[ourselves
that] well truly] want[J to(] follow[ in
Hashem's(] path(] of(1 being(1 GOMELI
CHASADIMO [ beingkind, JandJwe
increaseCourlintention“of Cperforming
thisCmitzva, Hashem CwillCnotice["and
rewardus[Jaccordingly.[IThisClcanbe
donelwithlevenlanylsmall action[that
wel performduring[ theidayl] I giving
someone(directions,tellinglthem(the
timelJ whenl[] asked,[] saying[] good
morning[tolalpassinglstranger...[the
listtgoeslon.[Thelultimateltestllieslin
ourlldesire,linthelJyearningsof our
heart; [ land( the[reward[ for even(the
hints[1of(Ipositivel ldesires[Ifor(1doing
Hashem's] willD is(J beyondl our
comprehension.

Herelis[alrecipelthatlcanbelserved
RoshHashanalnightsincelitlusestwo
of(] thelJ SIMANIM.[] This[ recipell is
courtesylofimy(cousin,[SimalNavon,[a
healerfandrhealthycookinglinstructor.

Checkouthersite: [justaddflax.com
forCotherCRosh[Hashanallrecipes,[or
signCupforChercookingclass[ITSix
SuperlQuickmealsforrar3rday Rosh
HaShana. And[while[youlare[atl the
computerl]youl]canl]checkJoutlher
husband EmmanuallNavon's/ website
www.navon.com/multipage.aspx?id=11
wholisfunningforthe Knesset.

Beet & Pomegranate Salad
2[beets
1[onion,[choppedismall
Y2lcuplpomegranatelseeds
Yalcuploliveloil
1Tbspbalsamicivinegar
Yeltsppomegranatelconcentrate

salt
pepper

Placelthe[beetslinCaldutchCoven.CIf
necessary,[ put(allittlebit of (waterlat
thelbottom(solthat(the potiwon'tburn.
BakelJin[Jalpreheatedloven(180°C)
until(soft,[approximately™1%z(hours.

Cutthelbeetslintolsmalllcubes.Mix[in
thelfemaininglingredients.[Servelcold.

HHBHHH

Areminder(tolalllthose whowouldllike
toll register] forl Melabev's(] annual
walkathon(] tol] benefit[] Alzheimer's
care...

http://www.melabev.org/posts/243



