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] j Smile at this: Our
Q) |3evYemTos| [ pull out Folder | I
! behind us; in Chutz ; |
LaAretz they have inside I
two more 3-day '
Chagim coming! [IT Candle lighting & havdala
[2] As we enter the Sukka i
[3] Ushpizin (color) g
[4] Kiddush —
[5] Bencher _ l‘
[6] N'tilat Lulav (color) l
[7]1 Shir shel Yom (GR"A) k)
[8] Hoshanot 4 Word of the Month
[91 Simchat Torah h On Shabbat B'reishit we bench Rosh Chodesh Marcheshvan. FYI, B'reishit is
[10] ADS 2 the only sedra that is ALWAYS Shabbat M'vorchim. Rosh Chodesh will be
b= S on FRI & Shabbat (October 8,9). Remember, we're talking about the Shabbat
/ —— \ after Simchat Torah. Do be confused by this double/triple issue.
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Seelthe[@andlellighting[&[Havdalalsheet[id the
Pull[@ut[Phges [fdlderfdrltéxts,[nbtes, ahdtimes

(Lotslofldther(gbod[stuffithereltbo)

Reminder:[On[Sh'minilAtzeret[(Sep.3D)
(a.k.a.[Simchat[Morah(id [Srael) id Musaf,
welstartltd[sdy

DWHT T 77 20w
andlcbntinueluhtilMusafloflthe first[dhy

of[Pesach [fidr[altdtal[of (6K 3 [of[the
1244[AMIDA [cbunt.

Rememberl(though,thatiwelcbntinueltdlsdy
V'TEIN[B'RACHAI[idBAREICHALEINU
untilMaariv(cflthe [7th [df[Marcheshvan
(Thursdaynight,[Qctober[}th)

TALUMATAR [dutside[of[drael [begins[Dec. [l

Ranges are 17 days, WED FRI
14 30 Tishrei (Sep22 0ct8)
Earliesti Talitl &1 T*filin00000004:3704:47am
SunriselIIIIINI0INNINN0005:2805:38am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malinn00i8:2918:32am
(MagenAvraham:(7:5317:56am)

SoflZ'mani T'filaiin00000000009:3009:30am
(MageniAvraham:19:0009:00am)

Chatzotinmooonooooooi11:32011:26%am
(halachicinoon)

MinchalGedolammmm12:03pmi11:57am
(earliest!Mincha)

PlagiMinchannoooooooooooooooi4:2004:03pm

SunsetiI0000000000000000000000005:4005:20pm
(basedioniseallevel:15:3505:15pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

Notlan[Shabbat; [yks[dn[Shabbat

Blueldaves[ttim [fdg

| WeRly[GdMilchsalUKAsa |

Charmed dreams in my area vote
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LEADTIDBIT .o fom [the [EFont[Phge, blt[jdsthkre
VATITENILANUHASHEMELOKEINUB'AHAVA

"And[G [dlghve [us[With Ibve" [TWe [shy
it[dvery[Holiday [ih[dach[Amida[ITH[Jf
them, [ekceptloh Mom [KlippurWhen we
say[it[3[times...[(hdd[dne[fbr[Kiddush
and [Welénd[ip [With (ive[dimes[dach
Yom[Tov).[Add[tb[that[a[Bunch [chore
for[Musafloh[@hol[HaMoed.

And[What[did[Helgivelus?[Bach [dflthe
holidays.[1So Con LJYom CIKippur Ciwe
proclaim [that[G[dighve lus Mom Kippur
with[ove.[lYom [ Kippur,[h[day [ bf
atonement,[&fL prayer[dnd[fasting, [df
T'shuva[Hhis[dhy, (G [dighve [uk, [nbt[dut
oflahger [fbr[dur[chisdeedsIEbmmunal
and [iddividual [blut[ak [alglft[that[shows
HislgteatldveforBneiMisrael.

Right[beforeCLVATITENLCLANU, Cwve
declare[that[G[d[Has[dhosen[s[ffom
among[AllLthe[hations,LAnd[He[has
loved[Us[aAnd[fhvored[us,[Has[dlevated
us[aboveldl[dther[Ctongues",[And[Has
sanctifiedlukWithHis[nitzvot...

It[is (ery [significant[and [ilnportant[fbr
us(td[rkalizelahd[rkally [uhderstand(that
Gldltkachesus[tb[rkturn tb Him[With
love.[And[it[Helps[dur[attitudelih[dur
personal[quest[tb[bltter[durselveslahd
strengthen[dur[dommitment[tb[Torah
and[Mitzvot.

AndLthenive[days[Thter, [ e[ day[it
again.[This[dme[Wel[dcknowledge [that
Gldhhs[glven [uk[Sukkot, the[skason [df
our[réjoicing[Hgain, lith [dve.

It's[like[alphrent[shving[alchild's[ife [ahd
then[giving[him [aHditional[gifts.

Thelbpportunity, [ the[iitzva,[to[do
T'shuvalidnb [dss [than (G [dlthrowinguk
allivesaver[sb[that[Welrhight[dontinue
tolive.[IThroughout[Aseret 1Y 'mei
T'shuva, e [groclaimedthat [G[d[3[d
MELECHLCHAFEITZLBACHAYIM, A
kinglwtholgénuinely wants[uktd[iVe.

Yom [Kippurk[dhe[livesaver.[Sukkot
arelthelgifts.

Thereldreldt[Ikast[two[differentldifts.
First,LdsCthat[in[hn[htmosphere [ bf
SimchatCYom [T ov,CveCAre[Able[o
increase[ the LfualityLofLdur[T'shuva,
fromd T'shuvalIMiYir'all (repentance
motivated [By [féar [df[G [d, [féar [df[pJun[]
ishment) [tb [(T'shuva[MeiAhava[(tepen]
tance[mhotivted [By [Idve[df(G [dlahd[the
knowledgelthat[Heldves[uk.

SecondL§iftLis[ that[ He [ Hoesn'tjust
forgive[us[wWhen [wWe[abk[(And[ohean) fbr
it. HefdrgivesukWith oy, [demonstrat[]
ing[this by fdllowing[Rlosh [HaShanalahd
Yom KiippurMith[Z'man Simchateinu.

If(the[timing[df(Sukkot[Was[tb[placel[it
as[far[away[ffom[Besach[as[Hossible ]
so[that[bur[tommemoration[bf[ the
Exodusldnd[dur[dppreciation Lof[GId
from Hiis[thking[us[dut[chn[He[all [ylar
round...[then[the[placing[df[Sukkot[sb
soon[hfter [JYom [KippurCwas[hlso
intended[tb[stelahd[fdel the alve [of [the
time bk [flhvored by [the [dy [df[the [time.
Factlid, Mom [Kippur[is[thetime[df[dur
joy[dIMwve Just[heeded[Bukkot[hnd
Simchat[Morah [tb[show [uk[that.

OUlldrael[@enter T [#924 [dlghge [4I[dThe [Sukkot[B'reishit (577 | [doubleidsue



SURRNOY

"Readings”
FirstdayofSukkot

Two[Torabhs...

Inlthe[first[Torah[Welrdead [ftom [Rarshat
Emor,[Wayikra[23,[fhe[portion[bf[ the
Festivals.[(Weldctually[Start[dhe [deading
several[pg'sukim [darlier [With [the [thitzvot
of [dot[thking[an[@nimal from[its[thother
toluse(it[As[AdorbanHefore [it[i3[B[days
old.[And[the[Prohibition [df[Slaughtering
anlanimal @nd[ts[Sffspringldnthe[shme
day.OThisOsecondCmitzva[applies[Cto
korbanot[andto[1"personal"Cuse [of
animals for (Food.[OThe HirstCitzvalCls
specifically Jor [korbanot[{but[its[$pirit
belongsltd “tegular"[ahimalstdo).

Next[the[Torah[feaches[is[the [thitzvot
of[Kliddush[HaShem [ahd [is [dpposite.

Perhaps[Weldan[nderstand [Why[Chazal
"backed s Lip" [dhese [BLP'sukim, [dather
thankaving[ds[listDWvith [the [ortion Laf
theldycle[dflthe[Chagim.[Birst[dfldll,[dn
Chaglthereldre[thany@nhimals[Used[Hoth
for[Korbanot[dndfbrtheldinnertable.
TheltWo [hitzvotlincluded[in [this[dpening
portion[dfltheTorah[deading[serveds[al
reminder [ thatClwe[dhave (rules[]and
regulations [Ithat[goalong[Cwith Cour
commandments[And Cpermission[tollise
the[@nimalsfbrdur[dwn[Purposes.[The
"reminder" LofLIKiddush (JHaShem [land
Chilul(B{aShem, [derves [Ols [Well (o (Fbcus
our[SIMCHAI[id [the [proper[direction[ahd
not[@llow[durselves[tb[gdet[darried [away
by LimproperHoyful (behavior.[TheHinal
pasuk[before[the[presentation[ bf[ the

Chagim[deminds[us[that[dll[the [Holidays
are[dommemorative[df[the [Bxodus[ffom
Egypt.[(Now, [We[dre[deady[do[dontinue
with[the[teadinglLhbout[ the[ Holidays
themselves.

The[MorahBegins[With [Shabbat, [fbllowed
by[Pesach, [ the[©Omer,[ Bhavuot,[ Rosh
HaShana, Yom[Kippur,[dnd [Qukkot.[This
52[phsuk[portion[ik[dead [for[B[People,
the[dumber[df[Aliyot[dssigned [Ho[Yom
Tov.

The[Straightforward ({P'SHAT) [feading
of[thel[presentation[dfltheldycle[df[the
Holidays[is [that[it[Begins [With[Shabbat.
Welhcknowledge [ this[in[thetegular
Friday [dight[Kiddush [hen[We [defer [th
Shabbat[_hs[C RISHONCHUL1'MIKRA'EI
KODESH, [he Hirst[of[ #he [days[dalled
Sacred, [mheaning[the[dhys[Whose[shnctity
isChccompanied Ly Ch[brohibition Lof
Melacha.

Thereli$[@Another ay[dfldnderstanding
theCopening[p'sukim LJof LIPARSHAT
HAMO'ADIM, thed portion of L] the
festivals.[@ttributed[tb[the[GR"A).

Speakltb(thelpkopleldfdrael...theselale
My[Holidays[{which CwillCbe[Hetailed
shortly).COnChix[bfCthem,[thereChre
some[Melachot[that[thay[Be[done,[But
on[the[keventh[bfl the[ Holidays,[ho
manner[df(Melachali[dermitted,[it (3[4
SHABBAT[SHABBATON.[Rosh[HaSha[l
na,first[day[df[Sukkot,[Shmini[Atzeret,
| stlahd[Zth[day [df[Besach,[ahd[Shavuot
are[the[ & holy[days[ dbn[vhich[(3ome
Melachalds[Cpermitted.[1But[Jon[JYom
Kippur-...[do[mhelacha [ak[all, [it[is [Shabbat
Shabbaton...

[SIDECPOINT:OTheCkerm CSHABBAT
SHABBATONUDbccurs[btimesLin[the
Torah.[Mwice[i[id[definitely lrbferring[tb
Yom[Kippur.OTwice it ClisCldefinitely
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referringCto[bur[veekly[Shabbat.[ts
mention [id [Emor[id[debated [Bt's [split it
down[the[nhiddle.This[glves[Shabbat 2l
references[dnd(Yom [Kippur[2/4.[That's
5together.[IThe[kixth[time,[Bhabbat
Shabbaton [rfers[td [the [Sh'mitalykar.]

Maftir [id[rkad [flom[alskcond[Torah, [flom
Bamidbar[29: 1216, [Parshat[Binchas.[1t[i3
al[blphsuk[presentationCdf[ the[Korban
Musafloflthe fikstldhy [of [Sukkot.

It significant[th [dote[that[Because[the
number [df[Bulls[ih [the Musafldflthe[days
of[(Sukkot[dhange[1MI3 [dnthefirst[day,
then[12,011,030,09,[8,[4nd [T Ldn[the
seventh[day[Ilthe[Torah[iHentifies[dach
day [df[Suikkot[ak[its [dwn. (a [dther Words,
therelis[hention [df{(TAnd [dn [the[skcond
day",["hnd[dn[the[third[day",[dtc.[This[i3
notlthe[dase[With[Resach.[The Musaf[df
each[day[Was[the[same[ds[the[first,[dnd
the[Torah[does[dot[dnnounce,Mand[dn
the[3econd[Hay [ bf[ Pesach..."[1t[tould
have, [but[it[Hoesn't.[{The[TTorah,Hor
example, [did (dot[dse (ditto" [harks[for
the[giftsCbfl the[Tribal[Leaders,[kven
though [the[gifts[Were[illentical. [But[With
Pesach, lidldid. [RA'EILEH...) [@onsequently,
welvlew[ehch [dhy [df[Sukkot[at[alséparate
Chag[{sort[bf)Cand[dach [Hay [getsHull
Hallel.[Mays[A[thru[2[df[Besach[dre[dot
considered [distinct[ftom[the first[dhy[ahd
as[alrksult[Hallel[$[rkquired[dnly[dn[the
firstlday.[(NVhat[dubsequently[(Began[ds[d
custom[torecite[HallelCdthroughout
Pesach[has[how[becometequired, [(but
the[dssential[difference [df(that[Mallel [
preserved[by[durldkipping[theHirst] |
p'sukimGh[dach[df[dwo[df[the[dhapters
among[the3ix[thatCinake Clip[Hallel.

Haftaral[dflthefirstlday [df{Sukkotldomes
from[Zecharyaldnd[dontains[the fhmous
prophecy[dflthe[time[ih[the fliture [When
other[nhtionsWilllrkcognizelthe [DnelG[d

and[thoseldations[that[dersecutedrael
willCbe$everely Cpunished.[TThereds[&
universalCdmessage [Jof [ Sukkot[in[Ckthat
people[from[dtherdationsWill[dIso[Be
challenged[With [the [chitzva [df[Sukka.[The
universal[dature[df[Sukkot[dan[dlso[Be
seen [By [the[70[Bulls [dflthe Musafs[dflthe
seven[days,[Which[dorrespond[tb[the[70
nationsJof[Jthe [JancientClworld [ (that
descend[ffom[Mo'ach).[So[too,thefhct
thatlthe [World[k[jlidged (for [dainfall Cn
Sukkot[kives[khe[holiday[h[universal
flavor, [since[rhin [[d (bt st Fdrthe Jéwish
people.

Chol[HaMoed Torah[rFeading

Friday[(Hay[2),[Shabbat[Chol (HaMoed[id
treated seperatelyChafter Cthis[section]
Sunday[(Hay [4), Monday [(Hay[5)), Tuesday
(day![8)),[ahdWednesday [(Hay [7, [Hoshana
Rabba),[ds[the[I'same" [T orah[Feading
format[{not[the[bame[b'sukim).[1One
Torah[id [thken[dutl(hs[dpposed[tb[Thol
HaMoed[Pesach[hen[dwo[Torahs[dre
used[ehch[dhy).[Four[peoplelatelchlledtd
the[Morah[ahd[the[shme [skt[dflp'sukim [id
read[for[dach[df[the[Aliyot.[Bach[Aliya
consists[dflthree[g'sukimL{hethinimum
length fbr[ah[Aliya), [domes[ftom [Barshat
Pinchas, [ahd[deals With[the Musafldffering
oflehch [dhy.

(InCChutz[1aAretz,[ the[Chol[HaMoed
reading [k [A[Bit[different, [deflecting[the
concept[df[S'FEIKAD"YOMA,[doubtlds
tolthe[dctual[date[df[d[diven[day[Mlthis
was[the[drigin [dflthe [skcond[day [df(Yom
Tovlin[the[Diaspora.[Although[today
there[dsCho[Houbt,Ctertain[Chspects [ bf
davening[Jand[ other[halachic[issues
continue[fo[be[based[bn[thelbriginal
doubt[kituation.[IThe ClmostCkignificant
issue[dn[this[store[id[“kating it [the [slikka
on[ShminilAtzeret".[Remember,[Weldre
talking[Cabout[butside LofL Eretz[Yisrael.
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Thatlsbme[peopleldo,[sbmeldon't,[sbme
make [Kiddush[ih[dne[place[ahd[dontinue
their[heal[dIsewhere,[dight,[day,[Both...
reflectlthe Clecombination CofLl(pretend)
SAFEK [(Houbt)[And[dther[fhctors,[Which
oftenlcbntradictlehchlckher.)

Therelis[ho[thaftaralbn[Chol[HaMoed
(exceptldn[Shabbat).[®ur[Sages[did[dot
want[tb [Burden[the[geople[Who[Had[tb
work[{hopefully (InChChermitted Civay)
during[LChol[HaMoed [With Céxtra[3hul[]

time.

Shabbat¢€hol[HaMoed

KOHELET k[ dead[dn[Shabbat[Chol
HaMoed[Sukkot[{linless[there[id[done, [ih
which[dasel[it[i$[read[dn[thefirst[day [df
Sukkot[T8habbat[ITin(srael,ChndCbn
Shmini[Atzeret[ITAlsoalShabbat, i [Chutz
LaAretz).[It[id[rkad [Hefore[the[rkading[df
the[Morah.[When[Kohelet[idrbad [flom[al
parchmentCnegilal{commonUn[]'lem),
brachot[dre[decited[dn[the[deading.[(No
brachotlare[3aid L[ iclis[tead Hrom[a
printedbook.[TTheCinegila, CvrittenCby
Shlomo[HaMelech[InChisCater[Cyears,
takes[alstrious [dok at[the [Life [We[all live,
and[Bis[donclusions[Boilldown [to [there
being[dothing [df[rkal vhlue [id [this World.
Except[]to[1bel] Gld[féaring.[1Kohelet
provides[alsbbering[bhlanceltb[pbtentially
inappropriate[levity [bf[ the[ IChag[ hnd
hopefully fbcuses[dur[jbylih[the[groper

direction.

Two[Torabhs...

Weldhlllskven[peopleltbthelfirst[Torah,
reading[ffrom[Barshat[Ki[Tisa, [specifically
Shmot[33:12through34:26, [altbtal [df[38
p'sukim. [4[idlthe[portionfbllowing[the [sin
oflthelgblden(chlf, lafter Moshepleads[dn
behalfldflthe[People, [after [G [dlakrees[thb
forgive[the[People,[hndChfter[ Moshe

smashes[(brldrops)[the[Muchot,[destroys
the[Bigel,[And[dastigates[the[deople [(hnd
kills(the[3000[Frimary Miolators).[Moshe
RabeinulasksHor[4[ greater Lknowledge
and[ihtimacy [With [G[d.[G[dlgives[Moshe
algreater[glimpes[df(His[Essencelthan[He
hadlgreviously [shown[Moshe, [Hut[dnly[al
glimpse.[Then[&[dldommands[Moshe[th
cut@dew[Set[df Muchot, hich [BHle Will
engrave[ak[He[Had[dreviously[done[With
the[first[skt.[Then[We [rkad [about[the 3
Divine[Attributes,[Which & [fbllowed[Hy[al
summary[bf[ the[SHALOSHLREGALIM.
Thelportionlehds[With [the[prohibition[df
eating[oheat[&[nhilk [mhixtures.

MAFTIR is[Jread[Jfrom[JalJsecond
Torah, [¥from[Parshat[Pinchas.[1t[1sCh
5[phsukCpresentationof[the[1Korban
Musafldf[the [third [dhy [df[Sikkot.

Haftaralfor[Shabbat[Chol[HaMoed
comes[ffom[Yechezkeil [{38:1839:16),[d
total[f[2 | [@'sukim.[Yechezkel [describes
a[Battle[ih [the[dnd[df[time(before[the
comingLbf[the[Mashiach) Livhen[Armies
hostile [do [the [Jewish [(Reople LWvill (dttack
and[Belthwarted[By[G[d.[The[defeat[df
what[has[dbecome[known [as[JIGOG
UMAGOG, Will[desultlih [the [Worldwide
acknowledgment[dflthelgreatness[dflthe
GlddfM3rael [ak[the [DnelG[d [There8[al
tradition[that[thisCvar (Wil CbecurCobn
Sukkot,[Hencelits[dhoice[ds[the[Haftara.
Sukkot[dhares[the[dniversal[thessage [df
Gldlid [theWorld.

At[Minchaldn[Shabbat[@hol[HaMoed[We
read[the[firstChart[bf[ the[lipcoming
regularlyC]scheduledsedra ] ITIV'ZOT
HABRACHA.[Wsually, [there[id [ak Iéast[d
week [Until e [get(tb [rkad[the[flll[skdra,
sometimes[dwo[br[three[weeks.[This
time, [dhe[Shabbat[dfternoon[Previewlik
less[dhan[d veek[before[We [ tead[the
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wholelsédra.

SUBMCH AN G RBAMH

Justtolclarify \(andUconfuse): [ The1Torah's
name for(the 8th(day of Sukkotwhichlis really
its'| ownl separatel] Holiday,') is[] SHMINI
ATZERET. That'siwhat we call it inthe Amida
and'in YaalehV'yavo. Either Yom[HaShmini,
Chag(HaAtzeret Hazeh[or Yom[ Chagl Shmini
Atzeret HaZeh!ldepends' on'pour Nusach. In
Chutz|LaAretz\whereltwoldays|are dbserved, | the
second day of ShminilAtzeret took|onthelname
of \Simchat_'TorahIwhenithat Joccasion was
linked to Shminil Atzeret. Both'days'are'called
Shminil Utzeret in| Kiddush and| davening. In
Israel"where onlyUlonel\dayllof 1Yom ' Tov is
observed, the onelday carries both names, but
in[Kiddush“unddavening it TisCalwaysCcalled
onlylShminiAtzeret.
On[the[hight[ofLSimchat[Torah,[after
HAKAFOT C{see [kpecial CkheetCin[the
Pull[@ut[Hection [df[Hhis[Torah[Tidbits),
weld read[d the[d beginning[d of L1VZOT
HABRACHA.[Some[tall(Rhree[people,
someldall[five.[This[is[the [dnly [dight[df
the[Year[that[We[dead[ffom[the[Torah,
after (byously [dancing[vith [dhe [T orahs
and[thaking[Hlakafot[@round[theBima.[1
reflects[theljdy[ahdIbve [We [feel (tbwards
the[Torah[dn[this[day[dflits[delebration.
The[DIdMinhag[¥erushalayim [(GR"A) i3
notltb[rkad[the[Morahldn[Simchat[Morah
night. Mostlshuls[dorkad[id

[And,[lstEbr [yourMnowledge, [Shulchan
Aruch[does[tention[Torah[deading[dn
Leil[Simchat[T orah, But[dot(from[¥'zot
HaBracha.[Rather[different[Barshiyotlare
read[fbr[dach [Aliya[IIhdicating[that[this
night'sCteadingldsChot[Tregular"[Torah
reading,[but[tather[A[Ycelebration"[bf
Torahldn[thislspecial[Ghag.]

Three[Torahs...

On[] Simchat[ Torah[] morning, [ after
Hakafot, Cve[(Fead[the BedrabfCV'Zot
HaBracha.OThisClis[Cthe Conly [T'Parshat
HaShavua"[that[ik[dot[dead Cdn[Shabbat
(exceptlin[Eretz[Yisrael vhen[Simchat
Torah[fhlls[dn[Shabbat). Bive[Jeopleldre
called[Ho[#he[Torah,[AsLodn[AlILYamim
Tovim.TheOsedra, [lhowever, LlisCInot
completedWith[these BlAliyot.

(InChostCshuls,) (thesefive [Bortions[dre
reread[dver[ahd[dver[akain,[thany [times,
often[vith [C$everal (Torahs[being[tead
simultaneously [t [ different[ocations [in
shul.[This[@llows[dll[then[do [deceive[dn
Aliyalbn[Simchat[TorahUn[CACShorter
period Cbf[(fime[thanitCvould [(take [if
reading[ffom [dne[Morahdnly.[@flcburse,
allLofCdhisCdependsLon[dhedize[df[dhe
congregation.
Therels[A[¢ustom[that[the[Tast[ Aliya
before[Chatan[Torah[3[diven[tb[dneldf
the[dldest[ohen [ih [shul, @hd ith Him, &1
young[Hoys[(Who[dannotlthkeltheir[dwn
Aliya) Chre[invited[(to [3hare [(2hisCKOL
HA'NE'ARIMAliya.

Followingl[this,the €hatan[Torah(l
called[fbr[the[last[Aliyalih[the[Torah.[A
chupalis[dften[hade[dver[the[BimalBy
four[tall[glys [With[altalit, [ak [We[cbmplete
thelrkadinglofltheTorah.

After[M'zot[HaBrachal(Sefer[D'varim[ahd
the[Clwhole[dTorah) Lds[ompleted, Ckhe
Torah[id[ifted, [dosed,ahd™Hressed" [ahd
alskcond[Torah[idlrkadftom.

This[time, thehonor [dflthe[Aliyalgbes[tb
the €hatan[B'reishit[fbrllvhom
will[Be [kead[the[Heginning[dflthe[Torah.
WelheverHinish[vith[the[Torah.[We
begin[it[ds[doon[ds[Welget[totheldnd.
This[s[the[real”[deasonfbr[durlgreat
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joy.[MVelcklebrate, [dot[the[donclusion[df
the[Torah,[But[the Wonderful (feeling[df
beginning[dgain[And[df[Being[the[Jeople
tolWhom[the[Torah[Was[given[dnd[fbr
whomlthe Torah d[durWay [df[life. [Again
alchupalidimhade For [this[Aliya.

ThevholeHirst[¢hapter L&f[ B'reishit[is
read,[plusCthe[frst[fourlP'sukimdfLthe
2nd[¢hapter,[vhich[describes[theirst
Shabbat.

Mafeir,eadFrom[Chkhird(Torah,
comes[ftom [Phrshat[Pinchas[ahd[pkresents
the[Musafldf[Shmini[Atzeret.

The HaftaralfbrSimchatMorahlplicks
uplWherelthe[Torah kft[ff [ TWith[the
beginning[bfl the[ Book [ bf[ lYehoshua.
Aside[ftom[i[bking[the nhtural[choice [fbr
Haftara[df[V'zot[MaBracha[Because[i [}
itsCtontinuation, Cit[AlsoCtontains CGd's
encouragement[tb[Yehoshualtb [dling[to
the[Torahlahd[inmerseHimselflih[it[day
and[hight.[CoThisCportionLisCparticularly
suitedfdrSimchat[Torah.

Ramban[days[that[Sukkotlik[det[dt[the
otherLdide [df[theyearftom [Besach[to
emphasize [that[weCdmustUappreciate
Gld's[Having[thken[ds[dut[df[Bgyptland
protecting[ds[ih[dhe[Wilderness TIALL
YEARROUND.[Besach[and[Sukkot[dre
each[A[V [day[ tommemorationLbfL the
Exodus,[dach[Hegins[dn[the[l5th[day[df
the[first[thonth [dflthe [ykar[(both [Nlissan
andishreilatelcbnsidered[fitstimonths).

TheMilna[Gaon [shys[that[after [the [Sin [df
the[Golden[Calf,[dhe[Heavenly[Clouds
left[the[People.[Hel[dalculates[that[they
returned[dn[D5Mishrei,(Hencelthat[date
forSlikkot[ahd[the [Slikka.

CHIZUK #DUD

(for[Olim[& motlyet[Olim!respectively)

There[hre[twolmitzvot[ that[Ivere
given[do[dheJewish [(Reople[dhat[dre
performedby[ehteringlcbmpletelylidto
them [ IIthey[Chre[ Sukka[hnd[Eretz

Yisrael.

ARint[(REMEZ)[tb [this[dan [Be fbund
inMhilim Zk:3[1

vk imdibns 90 ohia on

["plain"dranslation: (JAndih [Shaleim
(Salem,ahothernhmefdrJdrusalem)[id
hisltdbernacle,lahd hisdwelling[placelid
inion."]

On0 thisCd REMEZ O level:[d VAYHI
V'SHALEIM[IWhich [chitzva [id [[Mlthat[id
doneMlithSH'LEIMUT [[dompleteness),
with[the[whole[body[hnd [ being?
SUKOIIbne's[Sukka, (WMIONATO
B'TZIYON,@dndWhen[dnedwells[Gh
Zion,[h[Eretz[Yisrael (Ithat [k [the
mitzva lof[YISHUVIERETZ MISRAEL.

Our special guest columnist this week?
The Vilna Gaon

Alchassidic[rkbbelalded althoughtldn

this[Pasuk[from[His[Personal [dxperil]

encelbn[h[kainy[Bukkot[in[LChutz
LaAretz.[lWhere[[kanCone[Cldo[khe
mitzva[ bf[ Bukka[bishleimut[{fully)?
When[M'ONATOLB'TZIYON,Lbnly
whenhk[liVes[id [Eretz[Yisrael.

R"Yosef'Ber of Brisk: Thelphrase Simchat Torah

literally means theljoy| of the Torah, to teach us

that(it isn't enough! forlus to  bel happywith the
Torah, the Torahmust he happywithus.
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Zman(Simchateinu.[Sobunds[léss
specificthan[theldther[twvo:[Cheiruteinu
for[Besachlahd[MatanMorah fbr[Shavuot.
Don'tlalllthree[@hagim [ckquire Jdy?

Yes, [but[Bukkot[Tearns ChtsChickname.

Sukkot[3[the[[byous[darallel[tb[Besach ]

both[Ccommemorate Cthe [JExodus, Cbut

Sukkot's[jby [i3 [Hot[rhixed [With [the [reliv[]

ing[Egyptian C3lavery.[Shmini[CAtzeretlls
parallel[to [Shavuot [ITTWwith [the Loy [bf
Simchat[Torah[butLhot[fhedrepidation
that[gbes[along[With[the Sinailekperience.
Sukkot, [With [the[G'mar[Din[dn[Hoshana
Rabbalahd[the [udgmentfbr[chinfall, Idnds

itsbyful[dtmosphere[to [What[ik[dther[]

wise[A3cary, [dwel[flledCéxperience [bf
Repentance.[Truly,[A[Eime[bfCoburoy.

W IDDLES

Lastlidsue’s (Yom [Kippur)dTriddles:
[1] Helliked iton [bhix

Takeltheétters[df(HIKEDIRON [and
mix[them.They[spell KOLNIDREI.

[2] Tenldn[Seven[notBive

TENLf[Tishreildn[day[SEVEN [dflthe
week, [dn[Which [We[ohay [NIOT [do [ahy
oflthe EIVEiduyim.

[3] Oneldfffive...twice![((OBG)

Oneldflthe[flve[INUYIMLE[NE'ILAT
HASANDAL, [the LWvearingLdf[Teather
footware.[@neldflthe [five[tkilot[dflthe
day BNE'ILA. [Dldie BLtGoodie)

[4] Mentioned[in[Avraham's[sbng

The[Bhabbat[Z'mira, CKICESHM'RA
SHABBAT [Was[domposed[By[d[than
named[Avraham,ds[dan[Be[fbundlih
the[first[étters[dfldach[skanza.[Ih[His

song,Mom [Kippur[idlmentioned[ab[the
only[dxception[to[the[do[fhsting[dn
Shabbatlcile.

[5] 6/3,000/7,001 |

Thel8th [day [dflthe Bird[mhonth (I [MAV
SIVAN,[Shavuot.[Thelll0th [day [dflthe
7th[honth [ Yom Kippur.[Thefirst
day Coflkhel IthCmonthCis[CRosh
Chodesh[Sh'vat.[Thesel[drelthelthree
dates[Sf(MATANLTORAH, [deceiving
the[Torah.[Shavuot, Coftourse;Cbn
Yom IKippur, e lrkceived[thelskcond
setldfllluchot, [theldnes[thatrtmained
intact;[dn[R"Ch[Sh'vat[Moshe[Rabeinu
began [Bis[final (deview [df[the[Torah,
shortly bkforehis[dkath.

[6] NoKiddush, butlshidahyway

Many[people[1begin[1the[1daytime
kiddush [df[ShabbatWith[IMLTASHIV
MISHABBATLJRAGLECHA...0Those
twolp'sukim[éndLoff{the[haftara [ bf
Yom[Kippur,[do[they[dre[daid[dven
though therelidinb [kiddush.

[7] "Goodlahd[uprightis[HaShem;
therefore[BelihstructslSinnerslih
theWay."

This[lis[khe [ English[kranslation Clof
T'hilim[(25:8.00The Lgimatriya[bf[ the
entire[lpasuk[is[11244.[1SeelInext
TTriddle.

[8] Howphany[Amidot[ih[5771?

Not[d [T Triddle[ 1[I [Straightforward
question.[385[days [df[the[yYearX[3
Amidot[aldhy [3[TI 55.[Add[55 [Shabbat
Musafs[2[11210.16 [don[Shabbat[Yom
Tovlahd[Qhol[HaMoedMusafs[EIR26.
| 7 [nbn[Shabbat[Rosh[Ghodesh Musafs
=[243.Ne'ila EMR44. [In Chul, 53)
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DivreilMenachem

V'zot[1HaBrachall[TI'And[this[Jis[Jthe
Blessing'.[This[beautifullopeninglline
introduces(Jus(to[]the[lblessing(that
Moshebestowedupon[Bneil Yisrael
beforerhis[ultimatedemise.[Likelhis
forefather(Yaakov/!iwho( blessed[the
peoplellaslItheylbegan(|their(/long
march[Jthrough[Thistory, Moshe‘now
blessesltheltribesastheynearlthe
end/of(their(travels(in/the[wilderness.
Like[Yaakov,[Moshelinentions[éachlof
thel[ancient[tribes; but, morel[so, he
bestows[Jupon(Ithe[lwholel Ination/la
blessing(that/ should/(lift/ the[ spirits/ of
eachlland[every[ Jew[ I Tlevenl[inJour
times:

"Fortunatelarelyou, OllIsrael.[Wholis
like[lyoullMTallpeoplelldelivered by
Hashem, [Ithe[Ishield[Jof[ lyour[ help?"
(D'varim[133:29).[1And[]earlier, ] after
describing[howGld[willCeventually
vanquish(] Israel's[| enemies,[] Moshe
proclaims:[1"Thus(/Israell Ishall( ldwell
secure,solitary,lin[the[likeness[lof
Yaakov,lin[alland[ofgrainand[wine"
(ibid.[33:28).

"Inlthellikeness( of( Yaakov" refers(to

Hashem's[promiselthat[He[will[bring

us[back(to[the[ Land ofl our[Fathers

(Rashi),[paralleling, (perhaps, (the[selfl]
imposed[lexile['and[eventuall return.

And[Iwhile[lthe[notion[]of(|dwelling

securellis[Iselffinderstood, thellcon[]
ceptlof('dwellinglalone" must surely

imply(thatlevenlas(we, inlour(lifetime,

join[the[family[ of hations, ourTorah

way/lof(life[andinoral(standards/must

perforcelservelas/singular/beacon(of

lightlin[ alldark[ world [ ofl 'deliberate

deceitland/damning/disgrace.

VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: [ have heard that one
should _drinkDwinelon Chol T HaMo ed, (but
notall religiouspeaple!ldoso.[ I enjoy
drinking wine occasionally but_it doesn’t
particularlyl “speak’ to me”. Should I be
careful to drink(it on Chol_ HaMo’ed, and,
ifiso, how oftenland how much?

ANSWER: Thereisanlobligation

oflsimchal(enjoyment)on/theHolidays,

including(all[0fTCholHamo’ed(Sukka

48a;[ Rambam,[Yom[Tov[6:17).[The

classical Way/fo each [that/simchaWas

to[partake [in[Jthe Jspecial O festival

korbanoticalledshalmeilsimchal(ibid.).

Thelquestionlis what[happenshowal]
dayswhen [there [@re o korbanot.

TheRambaml(ibid.:1718)[saysthatin
addition[Jor, Iperhaps,[lin[Iplacel]of
korbanot, [simchalis[teachedthrough
differentphysical (thingsfor[different
types[ofT people, [including[treats [for
children, [dlothes [for women, [dnd (theat
andCwine[fforCmen. [The BeitY osef
(ibid.)lsfroubled Wwith[the[Rambam’s
mention[]ofJmeat,[" as[Ithe] gemara
(Pesachim[109a)(says(thatspecifically
winel | takes[ Ithellplacel ] ofl]shalmei
simcha.[JIn[Jany[Icase,[ the['/Rambam
seems[founderstand[the[¢onsumption
ofl I winellasl[lal ] way[to[] fulfilll]a
Torah(level[] obligation[] ofl] simcha
(Sha’agat[Aryeh[65).[Tosafot[(Mo’ed
Katan[] 14b)[] differs,[] saying[] that
nowadays, in(the@bsenceof'korbanot,
simchal] on[] the[J holidays[]is[] only
rabbinic.
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Either[Gwvay,[there[$eems[tobelsome
obligation[to[drink[wine[ throughout
the[chag,and Cwel[agree[that[hot[all
observant[men[are[careful (to[do[5o.
Actually,[algemaral(Sukkal8a)Seems
tolassume(thatMmot/éveryonehasWine.
In[discussingthe possibilityofimaking
alShehecheyanufhroughoutithechagif
oneldid(hotLdo[$o onYom Tov, the
gemaral] (Sukkal]47b)[] is[] skeptical
whether, [if[ Wine Wwere[hecessary[ for
thellb'racha,[]it[ 1 would[]be[readily
available.[As[Rashil(adloc.)[éxplains:
“winelis[hot found[forlall[peoplelon
Chol[Hamo’ed.” The[Mishneh[Halal]
chot[(VII[78)[tries[tol$ay that[onelis
obligated [ to[ Thavel lwine,[ Tbut[Jit[is
nevertheless[notlteadilyfound, [((notla
simple[teading[ofl the “gemara). [ The
Nishmat[Adam’s{I11104:1)¢laim[that
onelhas[alchoice betweenwine and
meatlalsowould @nswer thequestion.
TheShulchan[Aruchidoes Mot mention
anlindependentlobligation[topartake
offwineonCholHamo’ed, but(says[in
regard[to[Yom[Tov,[that(the meallis
based[Jaround[wine[(Orach[/Chayim
529:1).[Xet,[as[the[Magen[ Avraham
(530:1)[points[out, on[Chol[Hamo’ed
therelis(notlanlabsolute[obligation(to
havelalfullimeal [(for[which[teason[if
onel forgets(tol sayl[ Ya'aleh[ v'Yavolin
BirkatlHaMazonlheldoesnot[tepeat ]
Orach[Chayim188:7).

ATlogical[compromise, impliedBy[the
Sha’agatlAryeh[(ibid.)dnd[Spelled [out
byltheMoadimU’Zmanim(VII[119),
islas[follows.[Whilethemitzvafrom
the[Torah(fbHavelsimchalonYom[Tov
wasldccomplished in(theBeit HaMik ]
dash(with(the[shalmeilsimcha, mowal]

days[we[must[look[for[otherloptions.
Thelgemaral(Pesachim[109a)(brought
allproofl]that[] winelis[]considered
something(thatis good[at makinglone
happy. The[Rambam[found[basisfor
meatBeinglanfimportant([Gomponentof
simchal as[well.[ However,[ thesel are
subjective[components, [but[therelare
otheralternatives, Jwhich[Jfor Jsome
peoplellare[muchmoreappropriate.
ThellgemaralJalready[Jsays[Ithat, to
generalize,  it[isappropriate[ tol give
clothesJtolJwomen[Jand[]sweets[Jto
children. [ 1However,[leven[for[Jadult
males, [0ther[foods [or[éxperiences thay
effectively (belan(alternative [towine. If
onel] does[ ] not[] enjoyl ] wine, ] then
alternativeslare(certainly(called for.

It[lisTagoodMpractice“for JoneTwho
enjoyswineltoldrink[dailylalrevi'it(3 4
oz.)together[with[JalIChol "Hamo'ed
meallinCorder[tocertainlyfulfillthe
mitzvaland [perhaps[fulfill[it[in[the
optimal Cway[(Rav[Moshe[ Feinstein,
citedinZichron[Shlomol[(Zucker), pg.
33;[seelalsoCholHaMo’ed K hilchato
1:12).[ Grapel juicelis[hotlal replace!]
ment, [as(amildlevelloflintoxicationlis
part[ofltheSimchalélement[(based on
Rashi,[BavalMetzial 66b).[ Some[say
that[] anyl] alcoholic] beveragel] is
sufficient(] for(] simchal] (seel] Piskei
Teshuvot[529:9).[However, one[Who
doesmotdrink[Wwinebut[does other
thingsfomakeléachldaylfestive, meed
notfeellguilty.
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PortionfromthePortion

HAPPINESS

Three(times(Ithe[Torah(tells(us(tolbe
happyl] on[] Succot:[] V'SAMACHTA
b'chagechal(D'varim116:14),(v'hayita
achll SAMEI'ACH"J) (:15),00 and
USMACHTEM...O shiviatd yamim
(Vayikra23:40).CnthisTdayrandage
when('somanypeoplel“are unhappy
and(researchers[éven(predict/that/the
numberonel killer[(more( than( heart
diseaselor[cancer)willlbedepression,
welwonderwhere(thisChappinesswill
comel fromlonSuccotlandlis it Iso
easyltolachieve?

Inlthelpast,[Succothadanlagricultural
component(ITitlis[the harvestfestival.
AfterCalfarmerCbringsCinChis"harvest
after(somuchhard[work[‘andl‘agony
overlthelchance(thatlitCtmay not.grow
properly,[helis[‘able[tol[rejoice. This
happiness(istems! from(the[gratitude
helhasto[G(dfor allowinglhis[lcropto
succeed.

Anotherlreason(Jfor[Jhappiness(is]a
spiritualCone.[The[person(feelshappy
with[Jthellknowledgel( that['during[the
Yamim[INora'im[his[repentance has
beenlacceptedbyHashem.

Another(reason(for(this(happiness(¢can
be] foundl when( analyzingll the
experiencelwelhadlinlthelfirst'Succot
inChistory.l Wel followed[ Gld[intol the
"terrifyingldesert, 'wherethere were
snakes, vipers, [ scorpionsandl thirst"
(Dvarim(8:15).[Living_underthe [diffi[]
cultlTconditionsof thedesert[ for[40
years[taught uslalproper_perspective
onChardship. This(is[the[lesson[of the
Succa.[ Welcan[ bel happy[with[very

little. (MW el don'tCneed[al twenty_ room
smartlhousewith(swimmingpool,fand
fancylcarstolbel happy.[[WelImake
ourselvesunhappylby(falslylbelieving
we(needalllthese(things(Guide to(the
Perplexed(3:12). Livinglintheldesert,
andrliving[inCourSuccotl forfalweek
eachlyear(teachlus[that[welcanlbe
happylwithCwhatever[[Hashem[gives
usMSAMEI'ACHb'chelko.

Anotherlaspectiof(happinesslisistated
in[thelverse[V'samachtalb'chagecha
...[lYoulshall[rejoicelon[your! festival
alonglOwithyourCsonJanddaughter,
your[malelandfemale[servants, and
thell Levite,[] proselyte,[] orphan(] and
widowfromyourisettlements"(Dvarim
16:14).10nelJcanClonlylitrulyirejoice
when[heknows[that[Jeveryoneelse
around’him(islalsolableltoltejoice. If
onel’knowsthatralwidowedmotherlof
11Cdoesn'tthavefoodforCherlthildren
helwilllhotbeableto tejoice fully. By
inviting[lpeoplelwholImightbe[less
fortunatethenloneself((e.g.thoselwho
may[hot_have[found[their(soulCmate
yet,[] singlel] parents( raising(] their
children(alone, new(olimwho(havelno
familyCinClsrael,Cor_anCelderlycouple
whoseCchildren(livefar[Jaway), they
are[ better[‘able[ toenjoyl the[ holiday
andlalsolincreasel theirCown[simcha
onSuccot.[Beinglaltruisticicmakesione
happy. Justl! eating[J] together with
familyJ and(] friends[] is( al] way(] to
increasesimchalaswellllasmodern
psychology(has(shown(]thatJhappy
peoplelareverylsociable.

Thesellessonsithatiwelcanilearnfrom
ourfownrholidaylofCSuccotarelbeing
taughtbylpositive psychologists(such
as[Martin(JSeligmantoday. IMaywe
learnChow!(to(takelthehappiness that
welenjoylonSuccotlandlexperiencelit
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infour(dayfoldayllives.

THERABBISsaid[(EINCSIMCHAELA
B'VASARIIVAYAYIN[(Tlonelrejoices
with[meatandwine".[ Therefore, the
recipelis[forimeatcookedwithwine.

BRAISEDBEEFINREDWINE
2(Tbsploliveloil
1%kilolbonelessbeefchuck Tfoast
1lisplsalt
Yaltspblack(pepper
1Imedium(onion,finelyl¢chopped
1(medium(carrot, finely(chopped
2(celery(tibs,finelylchopped
4garlicicloves,thinlylsliced
4[sprigsithyme
2(sprigs(rosemary
2(Tbspltomatolpaste
2cups!dry,fulllbodiedredwine

2[cupswater
Put oven(racklin[middleposition‘and
preheatJoven[to[1165°C.Heat[loilin
oven( proof( pot over(moderatelyhigh
heat untilChot[but hot[smoking.[Mean(]
while, [pat_meat[dryland(sprinkle with
saltland[pepper.Brown(meatlinthot(oil
onlallTsides, about(M0minutes(total.
Transfertola plate.[Addlonion, ¢arrot,
andl] celeryl] andl] sauté,] stirring
occasionally,[] until[] vegetables(! are
softened(JandlIgolden(]brown, 11012
minutes.1 Add[] garlic,[] thyme, [ and
rosemarylland(]sauté,(]stirring, ] until
garlict) begins( tolJ soften] and(J turn
golden,about2[more minutes.Stirlin
tomatolipastellandlicook, Istirring, 11
minute. Addwineland[boil untilliquid
isCreduced by Jabout[Ihalf, Jabout15
minutes. ] Add(] water(] and[] simmer.
ReturnImeat(lalongwith[Jany(Jjuices
accumulatedon[plate[to[pot.[ Cover

potlandiputlinloven.Braiseluntillmeat
islveryltender,[2%5[3hours.

Transfer(imeat(1to[lalJcutting(1board.
Skim(fat[fromsurfacelof sauceand
discardalong-with[herb['stems.[Boil
saucelJuntilCireduced( byl labout(lone
third, "about 5 minutes, thenseason
with(salt. ([CutCmeatacross/thelgrain
into[1.2cmthickslicesCandteturnito
sauce.[Sincelbeeflimproveslinflavorlif
made(]3[]dayslahead(lthis(icanlbe
cookedlinadvance. Coolcompletely
in[Isauce,Juncovered,[then(Ichill(]in
sauce,[covered.

Sukkot[has[aldouble [identity. I2[id [dne [df
the[Three[Regalim.[And[it[i3[also[dne[df
the[Yamim[MNora'im,[fhe[three[Tishrei
Yamim [T ovim.tHacilitates Cdur Chigher
level LbfT'shuva[from[Love, [whereas
RoshHaShanalahd Yom[Kippur[Thttract"
T'shuva[ftom [Ekar.
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RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
V'Z0T HABRACHA

AlGodly(Man

Welall havel lifelonglinterests. For
somellof(Jus, theyareJhobbiesJor
avocations.[Forlothers,theylmaylbe
artlorCliterature. My(lifelonglinterest
has(] been(] philosophy,[ ] and(l more
specifically,[theology.

ICasklyou,Jdearlreader,[tol jponder
what[Jyour( lifelong(Jinterestsi1have
been. I furtherask[thatlyoultry[to
identify [/the[] specificl]time[JinJyour
earlylifelthatthislinterest began’to
develop.[JWaslJitlJin[Jchildhood,Jor
adolescence,or hotluntilladulthood?
Andl wherel] didJ thesel] auspicious
beginningsioccur?infalclassroom,lin
alllibrary,JorCperhapsJontheplay(]
ground?

ForCme, myUlifelong(fascinationwith
matters(]theologicallbegan(Jon(]the
beach. Mylparents,maythey restlin
peace,[] took[] us[] each(] yearl] for
summerl] vacationl] tol] Rockaway
Beach,NY.[Welrented[somelrooms
there(J in[] all largel] housel] which
belonged(toJanJoldJIrish[1Catholic
couple,[(Mr.CandMrs.[Fletcher.[After
spendinglanCentireyearlinCaltotally
Jewishlenvironment, [thoselsummers
exposedlustolindividualsroffarvery
different(religious/background.
Believell me, ] it0 was[J all powerful
learningléxperiencelin(manyways.

For(lme,IbutlIperhaps[inotIfor(Jmy
sisters, littwas[where lfirstlbeganto
learn,Inot[jjust”abouttheology, but
about(] comparative(ltheology.[] This

camelJabout[becausellof[ImyClintro]
duction(] tol] thel] Fletchers'T] grand(]
daughter, [Judith.(1lwas(thenleightlor
nine, andlJudith perhapslalyearlor
solyounger.

Welhadllongtalks,[Judithfand(l,[and
theywereloftenrabout Godrandlthe
subjectCiof prayer.lCremember_the
shockl1rexperiencedwhen(l1llearned
aboutJudith'sconceptionJof(lGod,
whichsherhadrofcourserlearnedrin
the[Roman(Catholiciparochialschool
sheattended.nCthe CsimplisticCdis
courselofleightlyearrolds,itrtbecame
apparentthather[ God[was[oncela
man, Cof fleshiJandblood. My God
wasverymuchwithout arbodyrand
withoutanylsemblanceloflalbody."

IT7 brought1 my(7 discovery(] of(] the
differencesIbetweenimy[1God[Jand
Judith's(1 God(] tol1the ] teacher1my
parentsCwouldChireCeach[summerto
makeJsureJthat 1 didJsomelldaily
Torah(study.Heltold melthat 1 had
madelalverylimportant[discoverylat
allmuchl]youngerilagellthanlImost
Jewish(boys. Heltold melthat(lhad
learnedTaboutthebasicdifference
between(1Judaism[Jand[Christianity.
ThatldiscussionwithCmy[teacherso
long1 agoll launched myf(] lifelong
interestlinthe haturelof( the Uewish
belief(1in(1 God,[1and(1the] profound
differencesbetween(thatbeliefCand
Christian(belief.

Theffinallportionoftheléentire[Torah,
V'zotrHaB'racha,'whichfwelteadlthis
year[] on[] Simchat(] Torah(] (1] on
ThursdayloriFriday,asthecaselmay
be, 7 on] Yom[] Tov,[] and(] not(] on
Shabbat(1Thasalways broughtback
memoriesof[thatCsummerllonglago
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andCofl thatCprofoundearlylearning
experience.] This[lis[ becausel] the
openingl] versel] of[] this[] Parsha
contains(thellphrasel1"Moshe,[the
man(lof[1God, [l badellthelllsraelites
farewelllbeforelheldied."

Moshe, (for(the(firsttimelintheléntire

Chumash,Cis[called["manCof God",

IshthaElohim,anrappellation’provok ]
ingthelquestion,MWashelalman,or

wasl[hellallGod?Was[ hedifferent

fromlotherimen,perhapsmore(godly

thanTthey?'Was[helJin[ilsomellway

himselffardeity?"

How[emphatically“are[our[possible
misconceptions]about]1Mosheldis]
pelled(1by[thellsecond lhalfllof(the
phrase,[1"beforehelldied"![(D'varim
33:1)Moshelwasutterlyrhuman,"he
was(mortal,Theldied,andraswelearn
laterlin(the[portionwas(buried.[Right
herelwelhavelthellessential Tdiffer
encellbetween(Jourlfaith[Jandthe
Christianfaith. ['TherellisJoneJGod,
andfoluselthelfanguagerofitheology,
Heflislincorporeal;thatlis,'Helhasho
bodyJandnophysical JformJwhat(]
soever.Helis[fotallyldifferentfromall
of(His[creations.[Godlis[motman(and
nolman(canbelGod.

Forlthelpastseverallweeks, welhave
alll’beenlengaged(liniprayer.[1The
lesson(] which(] follows[] from[] the
aforementioned] basicl principle of
our(faithlisithatithelJew[prays[to/God
alone,JanddoeslInotIpray[tollany
human(] being,[] living[J or(] dead,
howeverllinspiringthatpersonmay
be.[JWelldolInot[IpraylJtol[lmenljor
women, andweldolnhotéveniprayto
angels.[Welheed[ holintermediaries
in[lour[]prayers; 'wellpray[ltol[1God

alone.

Forlthelpastiseveraliweeks,welhave
alllbeenengagedin[[T'shuva:Uself
examination, confession, andrepen(]
tance.lInthis[process[too, [We heed
nollhuman(lintercessors. 1\Wellintrol]
spectl] before] God,] well confess
directly(to[lHim,JandCwelrepent,or
return, JtolJHim.[lHow[lunlikeJislour
processl] of(] T'shuvall froml the
experiencel] thatD Judith( toldd me
about:[] thell confessionall] of(] the
Roman(ICatholiclIChristianbeliever.
Shelldreadedrthosel confessionals
andl] thell requirement(] that(] she
recountherlchildishisins toranother
person.[] How( different] was’] my
childhood1 experiencell of(] VIDUI,
confession, [1before1an(allforgiving
Godlwholunderstoodandtolerated
my (spiritualfailings.

ThelendlofthisCTorahportionldrives
homerlarltelatedlesson."Moshelwas
buriedlinlalgrave,landlyet['nolbone
knows[his[burial[placeltolthisday"
(D'varim([134:6)..]Why(Jhas[IMoshe's
burialplacelremainedlunknown(for
alllthesemillennia?Wouldn'tfitthave
beenlonly(fitting forChim[tolhavelan
impressivel headstone,[a’monument
thatweltouldlvisitrtwhenwelwanted

tolpayliribute tolourigreatestileader?

It has[] been(] suggested(] that[ ] the
reason(] thel location(] of(] Moshe's
gravel has[ beenl hidden! from[ us(is
preciselylsolthat[weldolhot golthere
torpayrtribute.rHadwebeenlablelto
visitChisCgrave,_welmightCveryOwell
havellbegun(itol worshipthe Jmonu(]
mentiunderiwhichlhelliesiburied.We
mayLverywellChavelyieldedtolthe
temptationofCourChristian[fellows,
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and(have(turned(almanlintolalGod.

AsthellongHoly Dayl[period_draws
tolalclose, (it is[imperative that we
calllltolImind[this[TbasiclIlesson(lin
theology, ] thelllessonl 1 personally
learned] sol] veryl[] longll ago.[] In
Judaism,[alllmenlaremortal,all_are
fleshrandrblood,all"canrsin,fandrall
arelsubjecttolhumanishortcomings.

As(the[HolyDays[of[Tishreildraw(to

alclose,al periodduringCwhichCwe

havelJalllThad[JourlspiritualJexperil]
encesllandhavellearnedIso[Imany

religiouslllessons,Jwellcannotllose

sightof( this[basicllesson, the one

which distinguishesrourfaith fromfits

"daughterifaith".

Inthewords[of[the[composerLofthe
Yigdall] prayer,[] found[] near(] the
beginninglof(JeverylJewish(lprayer
book, [ofleverysiddur:

"Great is the living (God and praised.
Helexists, and His existence!is'heyond time.
Helislone, andtherelis no unity like His.
Unfathomable, His Oneness!is'infinite.
He'has neither|bodily form nor substance;

Hislholiness!is' beyond compare."

Dueltblcbnstraints[dflspace, [time, [pkinting
power, fdlding[pbwer...ahd[mhore, [this
B'reishit[Sedra[SimmaryidWoefully abridged

B'reishit sTATS

First Lod[tHe (54 [sddras; (fitst [od (T2 [sddras [id
B'reishit

Written [ 28 | Mihes [il(aTSdfer (Tdrah, [ednks [9th
23 [Phrshiyot; [10 Lapen, (I3 [cIbsed, Lednks [&ih

46 CpJsukim Cddnks [8th [(3th [id (Blreishit), [sdme
as [(Mikeitz; [hirt (Miketz [isT Tonger (i (Tihes, [wbrds,
letters

193 | [wbrds (Tddnks [8%h [{Gth [icl Blreishit)
7235 [ekters ([ddnks (11 th [(3th CmlBreishit)

MITZVOT

One [{flositive) [uditzva (il [Blreishit [(Be [frhiitful...)

Aliyaby(AliyaSedraSummary

Kohen[Eirst[Aliya, B4 [plsukim [Tt | 23

ThisOAliyallcontainsOthelfirstaccount
oflCreation.

[P>1:10(5)] Thel firstD parsha
containslkhe'summary"ktatementlof
Creationll (or0 thel firstl phasel of
Creationifferentpinions)hndlthe
accountbflDayOne.

SDT: BaallHaTurim!pointslout that!the
Gimatriya of{B'REISHIT BARAlis[ 1116,
aslisCthenumericvaluel of! the phrase:
B'ROSHI HASHANAINIV'RA[ 1Ton RHLit
(thel world) [ 'was! Icreated.| \[Furthermore,
thelletters of\ B'reishit rearrangeltolspell
ALEFB'TISHREL [the firstLof thelimonth
of Tishrei (or[B'ALEFITISHREI Tlon(the
firstl ofl] Tishreill [1) samell thing),
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"confirming"[ thel opinion[that! theworld
was(createdlinTishreil(R.[Eliezer), Wather
thanlin(Nissan, as(the otheropinionholds
(R.[ Yehoshua). If [ wel could provel things
with Gimatriyas andanagrams, [ then|R.
Eliezerwould'win " [the dispute, [but as(it
is, [the disputel s to[when|the worldwas
created] remains(] all dispute(] (1] and
halachically,Titlleans [fowards [Nissan.

“In0thelbeginning,0 GIdOcreatedlthe
Heavensl andl thel Earth.0 And0 the
Earth...”

Did[that[Happen[dn[day[1[df[Creation?
Orlis[3omething[before[Day[1 [being
described?

Herel[ik[dne[Possible[dnswer.[The[first
two [ p'sukim Cbf[ B'reishitCHescribe[the
totally, [Jexclusively[1Divine[[Jaspect[of
Creation [df[Something[ftom [Blothing[3-
YEISHOIMEI'AYIN.OOBefore[1“B'reishit”,
perhaps[dothing[dxisted [3-[dxcept[Gld.
With[the[Divine[Command[df[B'reishit,
everything[thatChow[exists[tame[dnto
existence for[the firstltime. [All [hatter, [all
energy, [thoughts,[concepts, [time [1—
everything[(sort[df[llke A[BIG[BANG!).
According[] tod this[J point[J of [ view,
SHAMAYIMO and] ARETZ[ mean
everythinglid [the [uhiverse.

The@rsttfbrm[dhat[dII[df[CreationHad
was[TOHUNAVOHU, [dhaos.[That's[the
secondlphsuk.[And, [this[stage[df[Treation
occurred[BEFORE[Day[Dne.[Mlotldn[the
firstLday[ [ Before[ay[One.[And[dot[d
day[Hefore,[dot[ah [ihstant[Hefore[dor[ah
eon[Before.[It[is[dointless[speculation[tb
attemptltd[give[altime[ftame [fbr[the first
twold'sukim,[Because [(TIME[Has[rheaning
only(id [the[cbntext[dfthe[drdered [World
that[Began[tb[thke[shapeldn[Day[1.[Mo
wonder[Welalelnotlslipposedtblcbncern
ourselvesCIwith[dwhat[Jhad[Jhappened
beforeltheMorld Was[cteated!

“And[Q [dlshid: [ktltherebelight...”

Thus[Begins[the[Torah’s[description[&f
Days[] 2, (3[4, [5] [A.[And [What (Happened
on[thosel Hays? (Gl puteverythinglin
order,[distinguished [Jlone lthing[Cfrom
another.[Tt[Cvas[treation CbfL3omething
from[Something. YEISHMI'YEISH. Borm [
ing,[Shaping.[The[Rind [df{Creation [dhat
welemulatelid[dur [ives.

And[Howl[Ibng[Was[dneldfltheseldays[df
Creation![Maybe[Ithey[leach[lwere[a
thousand[earsong.[OrCAn[kon.[Or
maybe[they[dach[Wvere[24[hours[Tong.
Either[that[Torah[thlks["burddnguage" [dr
not.[Make[ybur[pick. Either [Way [fits.

Withoutlgoingllintoldetail,OherelisOa
breakdownUofTkthe[lfirstOAliyalforlyour
consideration.

20p’sukim,JasOmentioneddabove,Ofor
thelfirstOphaseloflcreation.ONotwith
standingll thel argumentl abovel that
brokelltheseltwolp’sukimloffloflithe
descriptionl ofll thel firstl dayl (sol to
speak),l theyl arel partl ofll thel first
PARSHA,togetherlwiththelcreation
ofllLight,0etc.0WhichOmightOsupport
otherl "understandings"0 ofll the
"process"bfliCreation.

30p’sukimfordDay01,0thelcreationlof
light,O thel separationl ofll lightd and
darkness,0and0Otheir0beinglidentified
asldaylandlnight.0OneOKIOTOV.O0The
dayllisOcalled0Y OMIOECHADI(cardinal
number)d ratherl than RISHON
(ordinaldnumber),0becauseIRISHON
hasll meaningll onlyll ifll therel isO a
SHENI,OwhichlthereOwasn’tlyet.

[P>1:60(3)] Thehextarshalisfor
thell Secondll Dayll ofll Creation.0 The
creationll ofl] thell HeavensO andl the
separationloflithelUpperdanddLower
waters.[l (Somelsaylthatlangelsdand
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variouslforcesOwerellcreateddonlthe
2ndM™ayltoo.)

[P>1:901(5)] Thel nextd parsha
containsthel Third0daylofllCreation
whichll consistsl ofll twoll “sections”.
First,Otwolp’sukim0forthel“gathering
ofll thellower waters”0intol different
areaslandlthedformationfofOdryQland.
Andlthel'naming”lofllLandlandSeas.
KIl TOV.0 AndD thenl thel Divine
commandlolthell andltolkpringforth
withll vegetation.ll 30 p’sukim0 with
anotherIKIOTOVintroducelusOtolithe
PlantKingdom.

[P>1:14[({6)] Next,Othelaccount
ofliCreationlbntheMthlday.0TheSun,
Moonlhndktarsandother‘heavenly
bodies”)larelplacedlinltheirlpositions
andorbits.[KIOTOV.
[P>1:2000(4)] Nextd comesl the
FifthDay,OwithtshccountloflAnimal
Kingdom, partl one.l Swarming
insects,l fish,d birds.0 KIO TOV.0 And
PRUIURVU.

[P>1:24[](8)] Nextl comesl the
largestl parshall yet,0 withd the
formationdoflAnimallKingdom,Opart
two.0 Landl animalsl (mostd mamf{
mals).0 “Creepyll things”0 probably
includesOmostlreptilesdasOwell.0One
KIOTOV.

Thencomesltheformationloftlhuman
beings,OfirstDaslalsingledbeinglboth
malellandOfemalelandlthenlseparated
intotwoldifferentlbeings,0maleland
femalel(butOwithOsomel“crossing”lof
characteristics).  P'RUIO URVU
[1,A212 1:28].0 Whichl will
combinel theml oncel againl (in0 a
sense). ITOVIME OD.OTHEGixthday.
YOMOHASHISHI.

[P>2:1[{3)] ThisOrelativelyllong
firstl Aliyall concludesd withll the

30pasukl parshall introducingll usll to
ShabbatlB'reishit,0the0daylthatd GId
blessedll andl sancifiedl becausell He
“rested”0fromOCreation.0Welsay(this
parshall inll thel Fridayl nightd Amida,
rightOafter0thel FridayOnightd Amida,
andlatOthelFridayOnightOtablelasOthe
tirstbpartDofIKiddush.OThiskhouldltell
usthowlimportantlitfisfthatlwellearn
welll(asObestaslOwelcan)dtheldTorah's
accountbfllCreation.

LewiiSkcondAliya, [Tk [plsukim [124[19

[P>2:4[(37)] Nowlwel havel a
restatementlofliCreation,dfocusinglon
GanllEden,Otheldformationdof0Adam,
Adam'sldominancelloverlNature,land
hislfirstOprohibitiondTeatingfrom0the
TreebflKnowledgebflGood&[Evil.

"It0is0 notd good0 thatl man0O shalll be
alone"lislexplainedlinddifferentlways,
includingthatOonly0 GOdOisOsingular.
ManlneedsOtoknowlthatlasOgreatlas
hellcanbecome,lasOmuchlasOhelcan
accomplish,helshothdzod.

Alll creaturesl werell broughtl before
Adaml asll "candidates" forl partner(l
tolAdam.0NonelwasOfoundlsuitable,
butlAdamhamedthembll§aseople
haveldonelthroughoutlthelhges).

ShlishiGrdBliya, 2V [Fsukim,
2200321

Thell Torah's0 wordingll impliesO that
Adaml wasl firstl createdd asl a
combinedll malelfemalel being,0 then
(stilllonODayllSix)0helOwasOphysically
separatedlasl]AdamOandOChava,Owith
thell commandl andl challengell of
recombininglspiritually,Jemotionally,
andl physicallyll M "and0 theyl shall
becomelbnelllesh".

NextltheOTorahlellsfuslcrypticallylof
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thell episodesll offl thell Serpent's
enticementl ofll Chava,l thel eating
from0thelTree,0thelpunishmentsOfor
thell Serpent,0 Chava,0 andl finally,
Adam.

[S>3:16[{1)] ThisOiDbasuklparsha
consistsbfliGId's0'punishment"[calllit
"redefining") offl Chavall (womanl
kind).

[$>3:1701(5)] AndO thisO parsha
consistslofl Adam's0"punishment"
(samelotherlpossibility)Jand0GOd's
actll ofl Chesed,l inl clothingl the
naked.[OThislhctlsbnebfltheldnany
pointedl tol inl ourl challengel to
emulatelthelfjualities[bfliGId.

R'VI'l Zth Aliya, 2 [sukim T2 18

[p>3:22[(3)] ThislAliyalbegins
withl thell expulsionll froml Gan
Eden,0 whichl isO alsoll seenl asl a
metaphorlforthlieldefinition[bflthe
roleloflhumanslinOthisOworlddand
ofll theirl (our)d relationshipl with
GId.

[S>4:10 (26)] Thell Torah
continuesll withll thel "births"0 of
Kayinll andll Hevell andl Kayin's
killingll offl Hevelll followingll the
attemptll ofll eachll toll makell an
offeringbeforelGd.

Sorry [ that'sit."Nomore room. Special
thanks tolE&Y for the tremendous job of
printingland tol the wonderful folders! for
their greatwork.
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