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Howliimportantisit? Very!

Welcbuldl[start[this[kadTidbitWith the lcbnnectionsbktween [Avraham [Avinu
and[davening[that[We[[arn[ftom [pIsukim [id Mayeira.[Shacharit[id[attributedtd
him.[Mheldonceptdflstandinglih [frayer [ahd[that[the[chain [part[dfdurlthrice
daily[grayers[i$[(hre) [the[Amida,[dssentially[damed[sb[Hecause [df[Avraham.
ThatWelldarnthelcbnceptofMakom Kavua [HIsét[placelid shul[(And hbme) [td
daven,fdlom[him.Welcbuld[start[with thesesédralcbnnectionsahdthen[ségue
intolykt[alflirther [dok[idto Mal [uMatar [IWe[cbuld, But[that Would Bk [pushing
it.Sbnb idtroduction [Ekceptfdr[this[phragraphahnouncingnb idtroduction...

Somelpkoplelcbmmented[thathhvingthe lumbrellalchrryingkidfdr[No'achlahd
Lech[Mchalcbnfusedthem.[ButlWeWantedhim [this[Week[tbo,sb[Welchanged
hisleblors[atoundlahd[plitlhim[id [the [dwer Iéftlcbrner.

Takelalldok[ataltiny [detail among[mhany, [mhany (hhichot[ahd [details [df [the (TI&M
topic, [ahd[séelitk [message.

Alféw[Hackground[gointsfirst:[Brom [Z2[Marcheshvan[(inI$rael) luntil (Besach,
every [Weekday[Amidalgets[T&M.[Dmitltherequest[fbr["Hew[ahd [rhin [fbr[a
blessing"[ahd[the[Amidalis[ihvalid. Mlthe[dmission i3 [chught [While[skill [ih [the
Amida, [there[alelthings[td[dobtbrémedy [the[situation.[WeMrotelaboutthem
in[(ast[eek's[MT.[Binish[the[Amidaland[rkalize [that[You[didn't [akk [fbr [T&M,
andtheWHOLE[Amidalmustbe[répeated. Iflitlidn't luhtil [the [Morningthatlybu
J definitely[demember[that[Mou &ft [T&M[Jutldflthe [drevious[dight's
Maariv[Amida, [then[ybulohust[double[the[ShacharitlAmidaWith[the
second[dne[Being[aITASHLUMIM [(inake[up) fbr[the[davening[that
you[nhissed[(bkay, lybuldidn'tlrbally[miss i, [butlybulidvalidated[idlbly

) notlshying[T&M).[That's [(How [ilportant[this[request fbr M&MIS.
Now [doklatlohemorels¢enario.Plcture[this: [lid gote p,4
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Jerusalem(Shabbatlid/outltimesfor[Parshat Vayeira
A2249%pm / 523 Opm (seelphgeRfdrigtherzmanim)

MOSHIKO (MMM EW [Grill Bar © Mevasseret[Tzion
Sderot[Hachotzvim([9 * 579(7744

®
Pa rSh a PIX[Explanationslﬂn [pl.37

Word of the Month

Last[dpportunity fr[Kiddush [Mvanalthis[mhonth[id [Eriday [night ([Teil [Shabbat
[Mctober[22[23, [ntil[2:2 | am, [@re[dawn [df[Shabbat[thorning. [(Two [Foints

need [rbview. [Eirst, [the [dnly [time KL [chn [Be [shid [dn [kil [Shabbat ar Mom Mov
is[When [i{id[the [Est[dpportunity. T8I L [chn[still (B [shid [dn [Motza'ei [Shabbat, e
then [Eriday [night [ [nbt[ah [dption. Secondly, [the st [dp For KL A [ahy [bhonth "4 $
is [the [midpoint[between[thepkevious[mholadahd[the [nkxt[mholad. [Sbmetimes 19
thatltime id[during[nighttime, lid hich [chse [the [dst[dp [chrriesaltime Mith . S




Candles Vayeira Havdala  next[whek

4:24pm Yerushalayim 5:36pm 4170599
4:42pm S'derot 5:38pm 4:35[11532
4:39pm Gush[Btzion 5:36pm 4:32[115330
4:40pm Raanana 5:37pm 4:33[115530
4:48pm Beit[Shemesh/RBS 5:44pm 4:33[1015530
4:40pm Netanya 5:37pm 4:33[05530
4:40pm Rehovot 5:37pm 4:33[11531
43%9m Be'er[Sheva (&) 5:38pm 4:32[11531
4:40pm  Modi'in/Chashmona'im  5:36pm 4:33[105530
4:24pm Petach[Tikva 5:37pm 4:17[053530
424pm  Maale[Adumim  535m 4:17[05029
43%m  Ginot[Shomron  5:36pm 43101599
4:38pm Gush[Shiloh 5:35pm 4310529
4:40pm K4[&Hevron 5:36pm 4:33[115830
4:39pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:36pm 431011599
4:40pm YadBinyamin 5:37pm 4:33[05B1
4:42pm Ashkelon 5:38pm 4:35[[1532
4:26pm Tzfat 5:34pm 4190197
43%m  Zichron[Yaakov  5:36pm 4:32(115329

RabbeinuMam[Havdala[MYAYEIRAII& | | pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
12 21 Marcheshvan (Oct 20 29)

Earliestl Talitl & T*filin00000004:5505:02am
Sunrisel00000000000000000000000005:4605:53am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiiininnng:3408:37am
(MagentAvraham:(7:5818:01am)

SoflZ'mani T'fila0000000009:3109:32am
(MageniAvraham:19:0109:02am)

Chatzotinonooooooooooooonoon11:24011:23am
(halachicinoon)

MinchalGedolamummmmn1 1:54011:53am
(earliestiMincha)
PIagDMinChaD]DDDD]DﬁDDDD]DDD%:51D3:43%pm

Sunsetl100000000000000005:0604:57pm
(basedlonl seallevel:15:0104:52pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

EETE

| Donkeysilanditurbans |

ULNINI, [ahd [td [y NIN.TheWord
NIN [deans SON [(hotlgteat[grandson,
as[ifllidluked(id[Modern Hebrew). I4lid
alsolihportantfdraIBK[td khowMhat

He sat there; who was told to stand there

Golfinglnkws?[Heldidn't[nhake[phr

theWords[hk[réadsmean. [fInbt, nb
oneMillkhow, blit [ididnb [dss
importantfdrthat.

Lastweekthisiweek once
This'week lastiweektwice

f& In[drder[tbKeepldur[Heads[dbove

ILE: Rick's'andGB's brother? |

water [ih [life, (e [dan [do [two [things 1] |
lower[the Owvater Cevel Cbr[Faise[Cbur

No relation to Reb Hirsch Leib Berlin

heads.[The[Thtter[doursek[farCinore

commendable.

Yishmael's mother, Mordechai’s cousin,
Yiftach’s dughter, Shimshon’s wife

From{'A[CandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein

| Thelldtter Mithoutldnebhstvo

AlCandlelbyDay@ThelAntidote#TheWorldbfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
NowlavailablelatlD54[209B200
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Friday[lnight, ClLeil (IShabbat.[Youllare
davening[Kabbalat[Shabbat,[doon[to[Be
followed [By [Maariv.LY ourCéye[datches
theldign Lih [dhe front[Lof[dhe [dhul [dhat
serves[as[aldeminder[tb [shy[TallUMatar
(T&M)[ahdlybulsiiddenly [rkalize[thatlybu
forgot[ ko[ kay [TT&MLinyour[ Mincha
Amida.[Definitely. [Dkay, Mouldnow[that
an[JAmidawithout D T&M O must]be
repeated, [And [ the Comission LisConly
realized[dt[the[dext[davening[timelslot,
then[Mashlumin & [shid [(h [@nd[Amida) [tb
rectify (the [dmission.

But[Wait! (It's[Ariday [dight.[Shabbat.[The
Amidal[df[Shabbat[does[dot[dontain[the
b'rachot[dfldequest.[Mo[Bareich[Aleinu.
No[T&M.3ohowLdoyoultectify[the
omission LOf[T&M[fFrom[Minchaldf[Brev
Shabbat?

Dolwe[shy[that[bhvinglaft[T&M [dut, [if[id
consideredChs[IfL you Hid[hot[Haven
Minchalahdthereforelthe[Mtegular"[cliles
of LTashluminUapply. LSpecifically, Llthe
Amidaldf(NOW/i3[doubled.[That[heans
that[d[Second[Shabbat[ArvitLAmidalik
said[ o nakelip(or[the[Wweek MIHay
AmidalthatWas[inissed"[atMincha?

Or[do[ve[Hay,[Ho[quote[dhe[Gemara
from[A3imilar Cbut[Hifferent[Bituation:
MALYARVI'ACHIBAZEH!MVhat[do[you
gain[BHy[this? Youl[did[shy[ah[Amida.[You
neglected [fo[3ay[ T&M.[How[ ¢tan[You
make [thatlidp[dn[Briday [dight(Whenlthe
Amidaldoes[dotldontainthe kquest[fbr
T&M?

Maybe[Wve[deed[do[Ibok [dt[dhat[dther
situationfust[deferred [do [And[dee[if[it
applieslih[dur[T&M[dase.[Tuesday[Was
Rosh[@hodesh; [Mow [ifllidMuesday [night 1]
nollonger[Rosh[Chodesh.[}[Yyoulhad
missed[IMincha[altogether,[thenClyou

would[¥ay[h[$econd[Maarivl Amidal[T]
without[Yaaleh[¥'Yavo [{since (it [k [hot
Rosh[[Chodesh[how)[4dnd[that[3econd
AmidalWill lchake [up [fbr [the [Minchalyou
missed. [But[ldt's[shy [thatlybu[DID[daven
Mincha.[But[Youlforgot[Yaaleh[¥'Yavo.
Had[ybulrkalized [yburldmission [ak[sbon
aslyoufinished[the [Mincha[Amida, [you
would[have[tepeated [the [AmidalWith
Yaaleh[¥'Yavo.[INo[fuestion.[Had[You
onlylrkmembered|atnight, But[that night
is[Jalso[] Rosh[] Chodesh,[ then[] the
Tashlumin[JAmidalClwould[CkontainCkhe
Yaaleh[3/'Yavo[that[JoulhadCbmitted.
Alsolgood.[But[iflthis[dight[id (do Ibnger
Rosh[[IChodesh,[what's[khe [ point[of
saying [al[flilllAmidal@wvhichyou[did [(Hack
at[Mincha) [iflyou Wil [dot[Be[shying[the
onelthinglybuldmitted?

Inlthe[Rosh[@hodeshstenario,lehchlside
of Ldthe[dargumentinputsUinto[the
conclusion[dfiWhat[dnelshould[do.L(No
room[berefor(thoseldetails.)

But[for[T&M,[dhe (what[doYoulgain"
argumentUis[Cldismissed.[1The[Mincha
AmidalWithout[T&M[ik[Noided.[Reriod.
The[Amidalwas[therefore [not[shid[ahd[al
second[Amidalik[daid[dt[Maariv{even
thoughWeldon'tlabk [fbr[M&M) [tb [rkctify
thel[sltuation.

Chazalldould[Have[duled[dtherwise.[But
they[didn't.[Perhaps e [mhust[draw[ftom
this[Howl[ilnportant[they[donsidered[the
prayersLafldachJlewHor[dheLdollective
rainfall [that e [Want[dnd [deed.[Th [this
particular[stenario,lybuldavened[Mincha,
youlakked[G[dltb[give His[Hlessing...[But
youldmitted[dskingHor [Bbeneficial Ltain.
That[prayer[i3[chore[than [defective. [I#[i3
notldnly vboided [(Hut[i[chust[He [rkplaced
by[thelthake[up[Amida,[dven[dn[Briday
night. May [durjdintefforts (Bear fluit.
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VYayeira stats

4th Lo [tHe [54 [sddras;
4th [od (12 [sddras [id (Breishit

Written Loh (252 [ides [in[aIS8fer (Tarah, [rdnks (St
6 [Phrshiyot; [4Topen, 2L clbsed

147 [pJsukim (icHnks (7th [th (il [Breishit)

2085 [wbrds [TrAnks [2hd [(flrst [id [Rreishit)

7862 [Iekters [tnks 3¢d [(And i (Blreishit)

P'sukim[abovelaVerage[id ldngthl(le.
number[dfiWordslahd [nuimber[dfldtters
per[phsuk)[ekplain [is [rise [id [rAnkings
from[pIsukim[tbWords[(And Idtters).
Vayeiralidlattually2hd[drgest[sédralid
the[Morah.[(Naso, (I | With [nb [rival [[T]
Bamidbar, [Pinchas,ahd[R'eilall tike [up
more[lihes(thanMayeira, Butlthose[skdras
each hhve[many[phrshiyot, Which[nheans al
lotldflblank[spacebetween[phrshiyot,
which[aHds[tb [the [nlimber[dflihes.)

MITZVOT

None[df(Taryag[(the&ll 3)[ate fdund[id
Vayeiral(bnelof[1l7 [sédrasMithout[ehtries
onlthe [kt o8l 3) [Mhbwever, [therelate
Midotlahdlvhlueslahd[dtherdssons.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y [{Z)] End (5> X:Y [Z)] Ghdicate
startLof[ChCparshalp’tuchallor[k’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [ik[Perek:Pasuk Cof[the
beginningofthe [parsha; [ Z) UisClthe
number [df[plsukimid [the [phrsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 4[pIsukim [ITIB: | (T4

[P> 18:1071)] AndIGIdbppeared
tolhimlAvraham)...

SDT: Thelusellof! thel pronoun1"him"
rather( thanlusing[the namel Avraham!is
significant. [EILAV(tohim) refersus back
tolIthellpreviousparsha | [T Avraham's
circumcisionat! thelend of Lech[L'cha,
indicatingthatthelpurposelof Gd's [Visit
with Avrahamwas [ Bikur[Cholim, isiting
thelsick.[ Furthermore, [ thel fact that(the
Torahdoes [ notUindicate that Gdsaid
anythingll  toll Avraham!] atl) this
"appearance”,] tellsCus[ that] HelD had
anotherl] purpose, 1 viz. [ Bikur[] Cholim.
CommentariesteachUus that |G dwas
visitinglthelsick, (évenlthough(the Written
Wordldoesnotsaythatlatlall.

HelislkittinglhtlthelentrancelofThis
tentl (watchingll forl travelersd to
welcome)ldnlthetheatbffthelday.

SDY: /iGvaslunnaturallyChot; [thatGvas
Gd'sldoing, [folspare Avraham|the bother
ofWisitors, [Helremoved| thelsunlfromlits
envelope...[1However, lAvrahamUisdis[]
tressed by (thelabsencelofvisitors, 5o Gld
sends(threelangelstolhim!in(theguise of
wayfarers.[\WellhaveJalllessonwithin(al]

Further in honor of the upcoming World
Series... Last week we reviewed what the
outfielders are called. Let's look at the rest of
the players...

First, second, and third basemen are
WY Y )IUND NIND
The shortstop is the ©92
And the pitcher and catcher are the
Y0 and ©9H
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lessonltollearnlhere. Tolbelcarefullto do
forlothersespeciallythelillland élderly(1]
what THEY [need, [ of course) andwant,
not what WE[lwant, Uand| not what[ we
THINK [ they'want.[ Also, tol realizel that
therellarellexceptions\toIrules.[ 1 Some
people!likel being! fussed! about, others
don't.[[Forllsome, [ taking[ things easylls
therapeutic. CForCothers, CactionUistheir
medicine.[Avraham[didhotwant(to[take
things easy, [ evenl though! helwas![ ailing.
SolGd, [solfolspeak, laccommodated him.

Avrahaml seesl thel threell "men"
andl runsl tol greetl them,O after
askinglGOdOtoOwaitlfordhimO(solto
speak).0(Fromherelwelareltaught
thel greatnessl ofll thell mitzval of
Hachnasat©Orchim.)

Thislis[dneldflthe[Ways[tb[ihterpret
the[pasuk [ I[TthatCADO [NIAICineans
Gld [ahd(that[Avraham [Was[aHdressing
Him.LADONAILC¢an[dlso[ieanCImy
sirs",[ihCvhich[Cdase[Avraham[¢ould
have[been [speaking[td[the [Men/angels.
Each[possibility Ltauses LiminorCawk[]
wardnesslih [the flow[df[the[d'sukim.
TheMWord[islcbnsideredhbly [(ineaning
the[first[dpinion[drevails),[ahd [Sofrim
write [k [With[dhe [Kavana[or[G[d's
name,[But[domelshy[that[dnelshould
use[d[donditional (sanctification" [for
writing[dhis Lvord.[This [ [d [douchy
subjectfbr[Sofrim, [since [G[d's[Hames
are[Written [With[allspbecial[declaration
of[shnctity, [ahd Words[thatlate[nbt[His
names[Jare[dnotUsupposed[to[lbe
sanctified. Lln[the [few[ tases[Where
there[lis[1alldispute,[1the LI T'NAI,
conditional Lstatement[of[1kedusha
comellin[Jhandy.[JHowever,[1some
authorities [tule[that[k[k[Better[do
sancify[alName [elven [if[if[might not bl

sacred, [chther[than [nbt[shnctifying[ig [f]
itishbly.

SDT: "Speak(little, [but'domuch." This
maxim!|_from [ Pirkeil Avot_is manifestin
Avraham[Avinu's behavior. He  offers(the
angelslalbitlofwater andlsomelbread, but
inlfactprepares [forthem (with the help of
Saralland Yishmael) Lal sumptuous meal.
The Mishnastates| that! Avraham's imeal
forlthell strangers[1was| proportionally
greater! thaneven | the! feast of! Shlomo
HaMelechlinlcelebration ofl thelbuilding
ofthe1Beit Ul HaMikdash. \Avraham Uand
Sarall arel] the!| ultimatel] models! for
hospitality, Lonel of_thel hallmarks [ of! the
Jewish[People.

Onell ofl thel angelsll informs
Avraham0oflitheOpendinglbirthOof
Yitzchak.l Sara'sl reactionll isll to
laughlalklightOdoubtlinltheability
oftlall 000yearlolddmanUtolfatherla
childlhndloflh®0yearloldwoman
tolgivelbirth).0GOdOasksOAvraham
why[SarallwouldldoubtOHisOability
toll permitd anl oldd womanl to
conceive.

SDTY: RabbiYehudalsayslinthelnamelof
Ravl(in(BavaM'tzi'a): [What Avrahamdid
forlhisguests by himself,(Gd did| for the
Peoplel] of ] Israell] byl Himself; ] what
AvrahamU did[) viall another, ] GId[ did
likewise. [lAvrahamsaid: [ 'YUKACHINA
M'ATIMAYIM. [Rashiléxplains|thestrange
grammaticalll form[] byl] sayingl] that
AvrahamUdidnot provided the water( to
thelIstangers [ himself! \(it[ldoes[ lnot[say
K'CHU...)[1Sotoo, Ilwhen1Gld lwas[to
provideWaterfolAvraham's descendants,
Hel¢commanded[MoshelRabeinultolthrow
thelsticklintotheWwater, [fo Strike[theRock,
tolspeaklto thevock. [But Avraham fed(the
angelshimself andIWwill get(the bread,
etc."[1 When[1Gld[1needed! 1 tol |feed| | the
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People,[1Hel lprovided luswith[\Manna.
Mosheldidnotbringlitlabout. (G dIgavelit
straight(tothe People.

Levi[I3kcond[Aliya
19[p!sukim [II18: 1533

SarallwouldlliketoOdeny0OthatOshe
laughedl (andl doubted),0 butl she
cannot.

Thel threell angelsl eachl hadl a
singlelkask:0OnelkotheallAvraham,
onell toll announcel thel birthd of
Yitzchakl (both missionsl accoml
plished),0 thel thirdd toll destroy
S'dom.[0Thatlfangellisdnowlaccoml
paniedl byl Refa'el,0 whosell new
taskl isl toll savel Lot and0 family.
Avrahaml escortsl thell angelsl on
theirBvaylto5'dom.

SDT: Oncelagain, el learn(thelcorrect
behaviorloflalproperhostfrom Avraham:
partlofthospitalitylisfolescort your(guests
astheylleaveYourlhome.[1tlis[ éven said
that] escorting) out] isl) greater(] than
usheringlin.

HaShembextltellsDAvrahamDofThis
intentionll tol destroyll S'dom.
Avrahaml[pleadslandlbargainslon
theirl behalf,0 butl therel aren't
enoughlrighteouslpeopleltolsave
theltities.

TheldialogbetweenlAvrahambhnd
HaShem0 isll anl astoundingll (and
unique)l examplell ofll thel close
relationshiplbetweenlthem.

SDT: Avraham'slexpressionlofl humility
before Gldlis Tand I .am[dust andlash".
Says(thel Gemara, becausel of Avraham's

humility, [his[c¢hildren merited two mitzvot

(the ashlofthePara Adumaland the dust

oflthel Sota. Torah! T'mimal explainsthat

thel Paral Aduma ashis[ thel symbol of
spiritual \purity (whichlcanbelthought of
asthelrealmCof! 'between( the Jew and

Gd"mitzvot). [Thelhopeful outcomeloflthe

Sota procedurelis Shalom! Bayit, [ beingla

majorlexample oflinterpersonalielation!)
ships. (1 Thus[\thelreward[ |for | Avraham

covers|thewholelrangeloflJewish life.

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
20[p!sukim [IIIB: |

TheltwolangelsOarrivelindS'dom
andl arel takenl in0 byl Lot.0 [The
nephewl ofll Avraham0 Avinull has
learnedl somethingld from0 his
uncle.]l Thel peoplell ofl S'dom
demonstrateltheirlevilthature.Mt(is
clearlfromUOthelp'sukimbasOwelllas
Midrashiml andd commentaries,
thatlLotOwaslhotsufficientlylpious
orlbelievingllinbhisDownlright,Obut
hellcomparedlfavorablylwithOthe
peoplell amongll whoml hel lived,
andUheOhadOmeritlasOtheOnephew
ofIAvraham.l(AndOas0Othelprogen(
itorbflRuth!)

SDT: Thelword"and hel lingered"(is
readl] with[] thel] rarel] tropmark, ) the
shalshelet, DlwhichUmusicallyCemphasizes
thelreluctancelof! Lotto[ (believe Whathe
was[ told by thelangels and) leave.[ The
same word|isUusedUincontrast tol this
behaviorlof! Lot,[inldescribing[thelhaste
with which(the IChildren! of! Israel  left
Egyptlat! Gld'sl command, [ symbolized| by
thelmatzaWhich theyhastilybakedvather
than(linger! for[thedough! to rise and
producelal"proper"lbread demonstrating
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theirl(] faith!] and!] confidencel] inl] Gld.
Interesting, lis(itmot, [that[Lot(isdescribed
aslbaking matzot(for(theVisitors. [Rashi's
comment: [ 1t[Wwas[Pesach. [Which!|gives!iis
alldoublellassociationIfor[Jthelcontrast
between Lot and[thelpeoplellof!Israel
(Pesach/matzaland! |thel lunusual lword
L'HIT'MAH MEI'AH).

LotlisOledOoutOofOthelcityObylthe
angels,1 hisl wifell andl two
daughtersOwithhim.OTheylhreltold
tol fleel for0O theirO lives,O without
lookingbacklattheldestructionlof
thel cities.O Lotl pleadsl forl perQ
missionfolbeeklefugeltlosery.

R'vi‘i [{Eburth[Aliya
40[plsukim [IIID:21 (21 :4

2nddngest[R'vi'ilid [the Morah

Oncell Lot and0family0 arel safely
away,lthell destructionll ofll S'dom
takes[lplace.OLot'sOwifellooksback
ThgainstlordersdTandlturnslintola
pillarfoflOsalt.0(HerOpunishmentlis
specificallylwithkaltlhshmeasurell
forllmeasurell forll herll stinginess
withlBuests.)

From[dhe[dpisodedf[llot’s[Wife, ive
can[drawl[the [fbllowing[point. Hot[ahd
family Lvere LWorthy[df[Being[dpared
theldestructionLf[3’dom,[But[they
werelnbtMorthylehoughltd bk ableltd
witness[ltheldestruction.[dThis,in
contrast[tb[Avraham,[Who[Miews[the
destruction.

"AndOAvrahamBetsiplearlynlthe
morningltoldthelplacelwherelhe
STOODIDbeforelsOd."

SDY: AvrahamFeturnsto thesamelspot
tolspeakl(to G d.[From herelis'derived(the
conceptlof havinglaIMAKOM I KAVUA, la
fixedplacelforiprayer. The Talmud says:
"hel1whol] fixes[| himself' all placel for
davening, [the Gldlofl Avraham[willlhelp
him".C(However, "a fixed placelinlshul
shouldINEVER[belthe ¢auseloflargument
ordiscord. E.g.Whenlalpersonlcomes|late
[lorlevenlontime!llfo shulland someonelis
sittinglin"his(seat", lhowltohandlesuchla
situation|requiressensitivity [ Tland  often,
thelqualityloflal VATRAN, [one[willingto
yieldlfor|thelsakelofldccord.)

Ofldourse,[thorefindamentally, [it[i
this[gasuk@ndlanother[thatldombine
to[support"[the[Gemara's[skatement
thatl] Avraham[ instituted[] T'filat
Shacharit. (IThat CJAMIDA, (ko CIstand
before[GI[d [theans[tb[dray[i$[Iéarned
fromMAYA'AMOD [PINCHASMAIPAL]
LEIL.CAnd[Rinchas[stood[Gh[prayer ]
T'hilim[ 06:30.C0Nhe CpasukChereldn
VayeirallinksLAMIDA LWith[Avraham
Avinuland[With[darly[ih [the [thorning,

hencelBhacharit.

Thelllorahlieiteratesthelpointhat
LotlwaslsavedlinltheOmeritOotOhis
unclelAvrahamUAvinull(andORuth,
thel"motheroflroyalty"O0wholwas
tolcomelfromOLotOIGOdOcanwork
meritleitherlfromOthelpastlorOthe
future).

Lot'sOtwoldaughters,0havingOwitQ
nessedl thel totall destructionl of
S'doml andl its[ vacinity,d assume
thatltheylhrelthelsolelsurvivorslof
mankind.lO Theyl plotQ toll getl Lot
drunkfbndleeplwithhimnlorder
tolcontinuedhumanity.OMoavland
Amonlhrelthelfesults.
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Note[that[éverything[fhat[thas[hap[]

pened[sb[fir[ih[ParshatMayeira, [mhake
up[ADingleOong, [V | [pasuk[Cparsha.
From[the[atrival [dflthe [ahgels[through
the[dompletion Ldf[the Hinal [Hask [ f
thoselahgels[Ihhmely, the[destruction
of($'dom.[Apparently, [ the [ Hifferent
episodes[AllCbelong[together Cnore
than[Lbne[WouldLihitially [think.[The
commonlthread, [df[dourse,[id/arelthe
angels.[Their[tdsks[ate[nbwlcbmplete.

[S>120:1@18)] AvrahambandSara
nowltravell toll G'rarDwherell they
againll presentl themselvesl as
brotherlhndlkister.[Saralisffakenlto
Avimelech,0 butl GOdO appearsl to
himandOwarnsOhimOnotOtoOdtouch
her.0 Avimelechl confrontsll Avrall
ham0OwholexplainsOthatOhisOfears
werelbasedbnlthelackbfl'Fearlbf
GOd"Onkhelplace.

Avrahaml[thenOpraysUonbehalflof
Avimelechl andll hisl peoplell who
werel strickenll with0 all disease
whichlrenderedthemltemporarily
sterile.

From[thisCpoint[(21:1)[do[fhe [énd[&f
Vayeira,[ik[the[Torah[deading[df[Bosh
HaShanal(partldn[thefirstlday,[dartldn
thelskcond.)

[S>0O21:10(21)] GOAO fulfillsd His
promiselandlSarallbecomeslpregl
nant.[ShelbearsthlkontolAvraham
infhisadvancedlage,landlthelson
is calledd Yitzchak. Avraham
circumcisesllYitzchaklhtlkightldays
ofthge,hslGIdMhastommanded.

Avraham's[having[prayed[dn[Behalf[df
Avimelech[fbr[dhildren[i$[jixtaposed
to[Sarallmeinuldonceiving. (Our[Sage

teach[lis[that[3elflesslyCpraying[for
othersLdan[dometimes[tesultLih[the
samellprayers[being[answered[for
yourself.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [TI201 :5 2

Avrahaml[isl 1000yearsdold0when
Yitzchaklisborn.OAvrahamlmakes
albreatpartyliponlthelbccasionlbf
Yitzchak'slbeingBveaned.

Although[dhe[plainLinderstandingLof
B'YOMIHIGAMEILETIYITZCHAK[S
"whenYitzchak[Was[Weaned"[[[Which
Rashi[Says[is[dt[24[Months[bfldge,
there[iks[d[REMEZ L{(hint/clue)Lih [the
word [(HIGAMEIL[tb[Edldossible[dther
explanationJ of (] the[dword.[LJHEI+
GIMMEL (3B days), (MEMTAMED,
MAL,[WvasLdircumcised.[Tk[dan[dean
that[the[party[in[{uestion[Wwas[to
celebrateMlitzchak's[BRIT.

AsllYitzchakDisOgrowinglup,0Sara
noticesll thell potentiall negative
influencell offl Yishmaell and
demandsbflAvrahamlthatthekend
YishmaellandDhisOmotherOHagar,
away.OBlindedlbylhisOgreatd"kind
heart",0AvrahamMhaskobeloldby
Gld0OtoMlistenOtoOSara.0HagarOand
YishmaelloncelagainOareJon0the
vergeloflldeathlinOtheOwilderness,
butl Yishmael'sl prayersdl are
answeredl andl theyl arell saved.
Hagarllisbassuredbylanfangellthat
theybwilllburvive.

Andlindeedltheyldo,0and0Hagar
subsequentlylmarriesYishmaellbff
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toll al womanl froml thel landO of
Egypt.

Both[Magar[dnd[Yishmael [prayed[to
Gldlwhen[Yishmael Lvas[dying.[G[d
heard[Jthellad's[Voice".[Rashi[3ays,

from[Here[We[lkarn[that[thelstrong[]

estUprayer[offeredJon[behalfClof
someone[Who$[ill [@re[those[df[the
sick[person[HimselfL{if[(Be[ik[dble[do
pray [bn[his[Cbwn [behalf).CAnd,[bf
course,[bthers[3houldCpray[bnlhis
behalfldsWell, [degardless[df[Whether
thelplersonhimselflid[able[tb [daven. Ih
fact,[ there[re[bpinions[that[ Bikur
CholimMUST lidclude alptayerforlthe
recovery [df[the [phtient[(the[vsitee)[id
addition[tb[ahything[else[aneldbes, fdr
the[nhitzvaltb[He[donsidered[properly
performed.[Thislchn bk ltbuchyfissue
ifCtheCpatient[is[hipsetCby[people's
praying[forhim [ol her. Perhaps[id [that
case,[fhe[prayersLdan[Bbeldilent[dnd
inconspicuous,br[hot[dn[the[hick
person'slptesence.]

Shishi[Bixth[Aliya[lll
| 3[plsukim 121 :22[34

[P>[21:22(1(13)] AvimelechOand
hislbcommanderPichollenterfintolh
pactlwithOAvraham.OThelpactlhas
tol doll withO wellsO thatd Avraham
dug,l thatl thell servantsl ofll Avill
melechlstole,Othelreturnloflthose
wellslandOthelacknowledgement
byl AvimelechOthatOtheOwellsOdo
actuallyllbelonglitolAvraham.OThe
cityllofi Be'erll Shevalreceiveslits
namelfrombheldoubledmeaninglof
thel7kheeplusedmhstokensloflkhe

covenantll andll thell oathll sworn
betweenlthem.

Avrahaml plantsl anll "Eshel"Dl in
Be'erBheva.lOnlhdditiontolbeinglh
typelotUtree,OthedwordJESHELis
consideredll anll acronyml ofll the
HebrewlwordslfordFood,0Drink,
andlLodgingsl(orFood,[Sleeping,
Escort).[ESHELIAVRAHAMIs[the
symbolbfthospitalityforhlltimes.

Sh'VII[[geventh[Aliya
24[plsukim[I12R: 1 (24

[P>D2:1m19)] Mhis[idlthe [pbrtion[af
theBinding[df[daac [IAkeidatMitzchak.
ThelAkeidalid[dne[dfthe [féw[phssages
from[dhe[Torah[do[Belihcorporated
intoLbur[Haily[Havening[{therel4re
those[Wholdid[dotlihcludelit[ih [their
davening,[ahd[therelalelsiddurim[that
don't[Have[it,[But[thost[siddurim[gut
the[Akeida[With[@n[ihtroland[dlosing
prayer, [after[the[mhorning[Brachotlahd
before[korbanot).[It[tepresents[the
ultimate[nhanifestation[dflcbmmitment
tolandbve[dflG[d. [t [ElIso [Helonglid
the[portionLbf[ the[Havening[ talled
KORBANOT for[obvious[Feasons.
Andlthen[there[idlthe[idealdf[alttibute
tolthelakiginatorlafShacharit.

Althoughl[done[df[Avraham's[descen[]
dants[(We, [the Jéwish [People)[chn[eler
beltésted[id [sb[drastic[alwWay[(because
we[have[lthe[lexperiencesofCour
predecessors[tbldivelus[support),[e
do[derive[Jtremendous[inspiration
from[this[dortion [dflthe[Torah.[It[i}
part[dfldur[Heritagelahd,[evenlthore,
partldflaurEksence.Mests [of [Fhithate
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relative[tb [the[iddividual. [Each [df [uk[id
challengedlih [differentlWays[through[]
outldurllives.[3o[too,[Horldis[ds[d
Nation.[May [We[He [dlways [guided [(By
deeplcommitment[to[dTorah[and
Jewishvhlues.

MORE.[] Akeidat[JYitzchak is[lour
identity [card.[It[definesWho[Welake...
evenwhenUourUown [behavior[Llis
contradictory Lo Uour[LTorah Cktan ]
dards.[Welstand[before [JG[d[Jon
Judgment[Day [MRosh[HaShana, ahd e
blow[the[Shofar[thade ffom[d[dam's
horn..Welhsk LIG[d[ ko[ femember
Akeidat[Yitzchak [@nd[Have [thercy[dn
His[(3ometimes[uhdeserving)[children.
Welrkad[the[Bkeidalid [the[Torah[ahd
welrkfer[tb[id[rkpeatedly [id [dur[Rosh
HaShanalldavening[land[Blichot,[to
inspire[uahd[tdidentify[uk.

After0 thesel events, GIAO tested
AvrahamODHeltoldd Avrahamlto
takel Yitzchakl toll Harl HaMoriya
andlO offerd him0OasOanO OlahO @ an
alllburntd sacrifice...0' Avraham
enthusiasticallylbetlbutltololGd's
bidding...0 On0 thel thirdd day,
Avrahaml[sawlthellintendedOplace
from0OafardandOdtolddtheltwollads
(EliezerlandlOYishmael,0according
tolourTradition)dtoOwaitOwithlthe
donkey...00 Onll thel way,0 just
Avraham0OandOYitzchak,0handOdin
hand,O Yitzchakl asksl wherel the
animallforacrificelsthndllYitzchak
understooddwhatOwaslto0happen
fromOAvraham'slhnswer.lAvraham
builtlhn[bltar,boundlYitzchakltolt
anddwaslaboutdtolsacrificelhim,
whenlalheavenlylangelOtoldOhim
tolstoplandOnotOharmOthed"boy™".

Avrahaml spottedl all ram0 (which
ourllTraditionOtellsOusOmightOhave
beenlcreatedspecificallyllforOthis
purposelinlthelinstantObeforelthe
firsttShabbatbf{lB'reishit,hsbnelbf
thelfinallactsOofliICreation)dcaught
byl itsd hornsl in0 al thicket.O GId
acknowledgesllAvraham'sldedicall
tiondandOblessesOhimOagaindwith
countlesslidescendants...lAvraham
andll companyll returnl toll B'er
Sheva.

[P>[22:20005)] Thelparshallends
withll mentiond ofll thel birthd of
Rivka,ollinklolthelhextbhaselbf
theldevelopmentbfJudaismIlviz.,
themeansUofTlits[transmissionand
continuity.

Maftirdsthelinallfivelp'sukim.

It[id[this Idst[portion [df (Bllp'sukim [that
tell[uk[about[Rlivka's[Birth. ButWelalso
hear[that[Nachor[{Avraham's[brother)
hadlelght[sbns[ftom [his [Wife [Milkalahd
four[sbns[from [His[doncubine[R'uma.
(Welllohatched[tdthe filture Blsbns [of
Yaakov [ftom [his"main [Wives"[(Rachel
abd[1eah),[hnd[M[sons¥rom[his
"pilegesh [like lives, Bilhalahd ilpa.

Welakelrkally[ihterested it [dne[sbn [T
B'tu'el, [father LofL Rivka[{and[Lavan).
Why[téll [ukthe [rbst?

Rabbi[Macy[Gordon[sliggeststhatlthe
Torah[ik[HellingLdis (how[dhe(other
half" [iVe.[Qontrastlthe [tdbugh Edmily [ife
of[Avraham [With[His[Hrother's[hrger
family.[ Nachor[had[the[proverbial
house[in[(dthe Clsuburbs, Ctwo Clears,
membership[id [theIdcal[cbuntry[club.
Avraham[Had[tfouble[ak[Home, [éft[tb

places Lunknown, Clunderwent[many
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trials[ahd[tdibulations, Was[childlessfdr
allbng[time,[Had[domestic[difficulties,
suffered[d[fhmine...CAvraham[Had[do
waitltWo[gknerations [for[his[1R [ttibes.
Nachor'slchmelduchsboner.

Ah,blutldokatlthespiritual [difference.
Look[ak[Mho[Avraham[Was, [ahd[id[tb
us.Nowlttanslatelthe Mholelcbmment
and [apply[it[tb Jéwish History [vs.[the
storyloflmany[dther[nhtions.

Haftara37[plsukim
Melachim[Bet[IHt | (317

Thel sedrall showsl usl thell sharp
contrastll betweenll thel kindness
andlhospitalitylbflAvraham&[Sara
onllthelonelhand,0and0thelcruel
"businessllisibusiness"landd'what's
infitlforme"hatureloflS'dom.0The
haftarallisDaboutOthelwidowloflla
prophetlwholwvasfacinglosingther
twol childrenl becausell ofll her
povertylandOtheOtwistedOstateldof
Israel'sOsocietylthatOlostOsightlof
thellegacylofllAvrahamUand0Sara.
Thel prophetl Elishall performsl a
miraclel(oflloliveloillmiraculously
fillingl manyl vesselsl thatl the
woman[l hadll andl borrowedl and
anointedwithOalfewldropslofloil
shellpossessed)dandUthelfamilylis
sparedlthatlplight.

Thell haftarall alsoll tellsOl ofll the
ShunamitellwomanbBwvholprayedko
ferventlylforlalkon.0Shethadhlson
butOheldied.0HelisOmiraculously
resuscitatedbylElisha.O0This0forms
allcounterparttodthelbirthlofOYitz0
chaklandOthelsubsequentlalmostl

losingthim[htlthelOAkeida.lAndlits
welllwithOMidrashimOthatOsaylthat
Yitzchakl wasl actuallyl sacrificed
onlthelAltarfandlrestoredtollife0
wel havel referencesl tol AFARO
SHELOYITZCHAK,OtheOashesOof
Yitzchak.)

Avraham[dells[his Wisitors[dhat[dfter
they[dat,[they[dan[Beldn[their[Way.
From[Here[Welltarn[that[dne[should
"allow" [His[guests[tb[Iéave[When[they
want, [LWithouteeling[like[they[4re
"forced"[tblihger (Gerrer[Rebbe)

Even though we learn from Avraham that
hospitality is greater than 'visiting with the
Divine Presence", we also see that Avraham was
rushing in his providing for the guests, because
G d was waiting for him, so to speak.

BeitYisrael quotediin EvenBochein
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‘DiwwreilMenachem
In[parshat[ Vayeira, Avraham(sends
Hagarl and[ her[ son[ Yishmaell away
fromhomelandlintol thel[ desert, at
Hashem's[] bidding.[] The[| wayward
Yishmael, ] Hashem/[ ] indicates, | will
nevertheless/becomelalgreathation
inlhislown![right. Thus, when[Yish(]
maellisnhear deathlin(theWwilderness
from[lacklofl lwater, lwe[larellprel]
sented[lwith([]alltensell moment[] of
uncertainty.

Hagar(takes herselflofftolaldistance
saying,["Let[me[not[seelthe deathlof
thechild",Tandlifts her[wvoiceland
weeps! (B'reishit(21:16).[Yet, in[ the
next[ versel ofl the narrative wel are
told that,["Gld heard/thelcryloflthe
lad."

From/this/episodelourltrabbislteach

us/twolveryimportant/lessons. First,

Hagar(/[Tlwhol[luntil[ Ther[ldeparture

from[] Avraham's[ housel]was[|con/]
sidered![! virtuous[] but] hadll now

"strayed"[from/the(good[path/(Rashi)

[mowldisplaysther(flawed character.

Now(shelonlythinks(of herselftather

than/comforther(dyingl child. Thus,

itlis[fYishmael's[prayerithat[lis[re[]
ceivedirather(than/thatlof(the intrin[]
sically(selflcentered mother((SRH).

Moreover,wellearn(thatlévenlinlour
troubledmomentswe[should pray
to[Hashem/ (and[not[trelyl onlothers'
prayers).[] But(] wel] most[| certainly
learn(thatwhen[ confronted with/the
misfortunes( of our( dear/ familyand
friends, [ we[should[ be[ thinking(lof
their(suffering/first, notlours.

VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: [nthell Beit Midrash
where 1 used tollearn, I found alsefer with
thelname of someone'who!learned therelin
thelpast. 1'tracked him ' down, and he said 1
could keep!it. 1 have|since' moved awayland
began"wondering whether  the owner had
thelright tollet me keep his'Sefer since the
Beit" Midrashhas"\a signthat_‘whoever
leaves seforim| unattended for_an|extended
period allowsthe yeshiva to'tuke them.

ANSWER: Itiis6iot[100% clear(that
such(signs(in(Batei Midrash(and[shuls
are[halachicallyeffective. IHowever,
enoughplaces[uise[them[and[enough
poskim([] (Igrot[] Moshe,[] Choshen
Mishpat(11,[45;[Shevet Halevi(X,[278;
Minchat[Yitzchak [WIIL, [146)[suggest
themfoldealWwith @nfinundation 0fTost
objects, thatwe[Iwill Jassumethey
work.[ThelquestionlofThow [they Work
willhielp @nswer Yourquestion.

Somel]signsIrefer(1to[ 1 making[]the
seforim[] ownerless[ ] (hefker), ] which
generallyrequires(the0wner [to mhake(a
declaration[in[front[of! three people
(Shulchan(Aruch, CM273:7),whichlis
missing[inCourlcase.[ However,[$ince
when [ peoplel arelinterested[ in[being
mafkir, (the[procedurelis(teduced(see
Meiri,[BavaMetzia[30b), feading[the
sign[] in[] agreement[] may[ suffice.
AlthoughltheloneWhol$ees[thel$ign
doeshot[know[ifland [whathe[will
lose, [it[is[still[possible[to[ bemafkir
based on[futurel circumstances[(see
BavalKamal69aland[Tosafot,[adloc.).
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Still, Chefker[is[ tenuous becausel the
signs[ prompt[ few[ peoplel tol clearly
relinquish rights in the requisiteway.

Letluslexplorefanother waylthesigns
can[Jhelp.[ While[Jthe ' Torah[Jgives
peopleltights [for[hice[treatmentfrom
other[Jpeople,Ithese JrightscanIbe
waived[J(mechila). JFor[Jexample,Ja
father¢an[waivelsomelofl the respect
dueltblhim/byhisson.Soltoo, 0nelcan
forgolhis[rights[tohavel[lost Objects
returned[ (hashavat[aveida)[(B'rachot
19b).[Why(should Wwelassume one will
waive[ this[tight?[ When[peoplelenter
intol[] all relationship[] with[l mutual
obligations((including(Torah mandated
ones), onel tan( $tipulate[tol thelother
thathe[Wwill[dosolonly on tondition
thathe[does mechilalon[certain [rights.
For[example, “alJgroom“can[tell Chis
bride[thatThe Jwill TmarryTher[Jon
condition(that(she Wwaiveslher(tight[fo
financialSupport{KetubotS6a).

Similarly,[@BeitMidrash[danopen/its
doors[tolstudents[or[the public[on
condition[that[theywaivelthe[tight[fo
make(the(gaba'im[do hashavat[dveida.
Iflonel seeslalsign(tolthatleffectland
enters[ without[ protest,[ he[ implicitly
accepts( thel condition[ tol waivel the
obligation[Jofl hashavat[aveida.[ Tt[1is
complicated( Ito[|determinel Iif, [ after
leaving[the periodlofluselofl the[Beit
Midrash,[onel¢an[say: [“I[won’t[¢ome
back anymore[1but[] now[that[] the
relationship[is Cover, [1lexpect youlto
return(my(objects.” [Afterall, lif Wwelare
notCworkingwith Thefker,thebbject
remains(theloriginallowner’s, Justthat
thelfinder[doesmothaveltollook for
him. Inlanyl¢ase, untilhelinforms the

finder(thathelhas stoppedthemechila,
onel mayl assumel it[ continues.[ This
system[seems [to[work[better[than[the
previous[Jonel[] and[] to[] be[ morally
preferable.[JHowever, whileJgaba'im
needmotbeburdened withlaveidotiin
addition[foldther [tesponsibilities, [it[is
less(clear(thattheyldeservefolgainthe
rights [fobooks Wwhoselowners’ mames
arelclearly(displayed.

Althird[possibility[is[thatthe owner
gives[ thel Beitl Midrash! thel right! to
acquire[ thel[sefarim[as[al present[ at
some [point.[Thislis(liketellinga[guest
tolhelphimselfltolsnacks when(helis
hungry.

Letmus weturnfoyourlquestion. [1fTthe
sign[worksthrough hefker, it[is likely
(but/beyondlourlscopelllseeMinchat
Yitzchak, ibid.) that[the[Beit[Midrash
hadlacquired(the(sefer, and[you heed
their (permission. IfTit[works[based [on
permission[]to[]take[]all present, ] it
depends(ifl they[ took[ control[ ofl the
bookI((i.e., by stamping/it[or(selling[it).
If, [as[makes most[sense[fo s [{it[may
dependlon[thelsign’s[Wwording), [itlis
just[] that[] people[] agree] to[] waive
hashavatlaveida,it[is(still[fheloriginal
owner’s[decision Wholshould keep/it.
Evenl[ifTit(is(likely'youlmaykeep[the
sefer,litlis[hot[albadlidealtolask(the
gabbai ifliehas/anylabjections.
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"BOTH/ATLENDERAND

ABORROWERBE"
(partlthree)

THE [ CHALLENGEIOF
MONEY

by Dr.MeirTamari

Thelrights JandClobligations [JofTboth
borrowerland[lender[reflect, perhaps
morelthanlanyother economic trans(]
action, [the ethical [And [moral [Structure
oflJudaism.[Therelexists/inthis [respect
alperfect[balancebetween(the private
wealth Coflithe [individual, Chis (imoral
obligations,@ndHisTegalrights. Thisfis
fitting[Jas[lthe[linterest[ free lloan s
consideredas[the most[refined "and
elevatedllevelloficharityland [justice.

Onel has[the[obligation[to[lend[his
fellow[Jew[money[as[an[interestfree
loanisincethe lenderisfihrealityonlyla
trusteeJofT hisiwealth. [Keeping[the
Torah's[] balance] with[J justice,[] the
creditor Umaysecure [this loan[both
through[witnessesJand[through[the
takinglofidebtor's @ssets(as [Security, [yet
the [économic welfare 0flthe [debtor, his
dignityland Spiritual, entallandSocial
protection[is[ constantly guaran/Tteed
byhalacha.

Thel creditor may[ not[ takel essential
assets(as[pledges(whilelc¢ertainlassets
canlonly(serve(ds(security [femporarily;
forlinstancelal¢raftsman's($olitary[Set
ofltools, Has(to (bereturned [to him[dach
morning. [Pledges(suchlasimplements
whichdepreciatethroughisage may
not[bemised (bylthel¢reditor3ince the
benefitlderived[therebylis considered

ribit.[Nothing[‘maybeldone[ by[the
creditor(that[will[in[any(wayldamage
thellcollateral; the[ creditor[ may[ not
evenlenter[the debtor's[house [Wwithout
his[permission."Onemaynot[givela
loan/on(pledge(tbawidowlitrespective
ofCIwhether[Jshe[lis[Irich[Jor[1poor"
(HilkhotMalveh ¥'Loveh(3:1).[Thisis
explained [either by(the power that(the
creditorhasthrough(thepledgeWwhich
couldBefised [forimmoral purposes, (or
that(the widow's[¢onstant[Visits[fohis
home[toexamine[the Cstate Cloflthe
pledgel would[ compromise! her[ good
name. [Sincebothlreasons [areprimarily
thoselofl sexual[morality, [it[makes ho
differencelifithe widow/is rich(orpoor.

Theldebtortoo has[Teligious obligall
tions.'Onelmaynot borrow money
and[then[delay payment, telling[the
lender[" 'go[] and[] come[] again[] and
tomorrow [ Cwill Cgive Dyou' T(Mishlei
3:28).[Boltoolthe[borrowerimay hot
willfullyCimismanage[the funds[given
him Mor thayHespendthem[On[riotous
livingmor(squander(the money, [Sothat
nothing[ lremains!( Ifor[thel llender[Ito
regain(his(loan; this(appliesieéven/ifithe
lenderlis[éxtremely[wealthy.[Any[such
borrower[is[ considered [ evil, Caslit[is
written, ['the [Wwicked[borrows [but/does
not[ repay [ I(Thilim[137:21)"[(Hilkhot
Malveh¥'Loveh(1:3).[Abovelall,(helis
obligated [fo[feturn (the Toanat[thedate
agreed Cupon;Cany[deviation[lis[con[]
sidered theft.

What[Thappenswhenthe[Jdebtor[Jis
bankruptandtrulycannotmeethis
obligationsto[thellender?Onelight
arguel ] that[] sincel] thel] creditor(] is
wealthier[than[the[debtor, [ at[least[at
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this[particular [point(intime, the[former
should[waive his[claim[for [fepayment.
"Not[to[demand [ payment[ when[ bne
knows(heldannotrepay [the loan"[(Sefer
HaChinuch, mitzval67). This would be
almeritorious(deed(in keepingWiththe
chesedlofTtheloanthat[hehad ade.
However[requiring Thimto"Jdo[so,
makeshim[desponsible forthe Wwelfare
of his[debtor JoverJandJabovethe
obligationslofltheMitzva. It[blursthe
conceptual [differencesbetween[the
religious(] precepts(] of[] justice[] and
tzedakal which[is[suchan[important
element(in[Judaism. This[seems[fobe
thel[Ireasoning[ | behind[thel Thalacha
regarding[suchaldebtor.['When[the
creditor(domes [focollectHis[debt,[€ven
whenlhelis(tichland[theldebtor poor,
the¢ourt[aylhot[pervert(justice and
must[¢ollect[the[debtlin full"[(Hilkhot
Malveh¥'Loveh[1:4).Inthanymodern
economies[Makingtheldebtor Tesponl]
sible[Ifor[payingThisIdebts, Twould
prevent[fraudCandwasteas[wellCas
restoring[Ja[Jmeasure Jof'morality (ito
society.

Nevertheless, (the[situation oflthe poor
debtor[ requires!Jal humane( solution.
Suchlsolutions(havel(tobelprovided by
the[communalltesponsibility[tolsolve
theleconomicland[social[ problems[ of
itslindividual [ lmembers [ ithat[ lalways
existslin[Judaism. [ Thel ¢reditor, as(a
member Cofl the ‘community, “will “be
called[] upon[7 to[] bear[] his[] share.
However, [ herel Ithe[debtor[ Jwill[lbe
receiving(charity with @llthat(itientails,
rather[thanencouragingthe [immoral
behavior[] and[] individuall] irrespon(’
sibility[linduced by the[waiving[Jof

obligations andreleasefromtheConse!]
quences/ofione'sactions. Through(this
charity, [the[community [Wwill [be meet!
ing/(its[teligious[obligations [father(that
passingthemon(to(the shoulders(ofthe
creditorf@lone. (J

RabbilWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
VAYEIRA

HospitalitylBefore/Heaven

Helwaslanlold'man, frail, tired,and

bereaved. Newsof Hitler'sCadvancl]
ingfarmy[preoccupied"him,andhe

was overwhelmed, (if( hot broken, by

thell requests(]foriladvicellhellwas

receiving[fromrhundreds(ofltroubled

Jews.[Indeed, hemaylhavelalready

sensed(thathelhadlonlyfmonths(to

live.

HisCname[was[JRabbiJChaimOzer
Grodzenski,fand"helwasuniversally
acknowledged( to1 bel1 thel world's
leading(Talmudiclscholar.Hellivedlin
thelcityrofl Vilna,fandthetimewas
late[1939.

ThelpersonCwholtold melthelstory
was[1then[J all youngl man,[] barely
twenty(years(old.[Helwas[ himselfla
refugee, ] along(l with[7 his[] fellow
yeshival‘students.Helfound himself
in[1 thel] neighborhood( of] Rabbi
Grodzenski's[residencellduring(the
Sukkot[ holiday.[1 He[1 decided(] he
wouldattempttolvisit[1the1Rabbi,
althoughlhelknew thathelmight not
belgrantedlanfaudience.

HowIsurprised_he was[to[ find[the
Rabbilalone, studyingand Cwriting.
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Thelrabbillwelcomedhim,Llinquired
abouthis[welfare, Jandllinvitedthe
visitor to[joinChimCinCallight[lunch.
The[Rabbiltold him thatbecauselof
hisCagelandphysicallweakness,he
deemed[himself(to beexempt from
thelrequirementtoleatlin thelsukka.
HelJconsidered himself_lal[mitzta'er,
onelwhoselphysicalldiscomfortfreed
himfromithe sukkalrequirement.

"Butlyou,"thelRabbirtontinued,are
all youngl] man(] andl] reasonably
healthy. Therefore, [takelthisplatelof
foodTdown(tolthel T sukkarlin(Ithe
courtyard,Jand[lexcusellme[for[not
beinglable(toljoinlyou."

Thelyoungman(ididIso, but[isoon,
sittinglinthelsukkalbyrhimself,f'was
surprisedJtoJ hearOthe oldJ Rabbi
slowlyJmakingThisCJwayJdown[the
many[ steps[ from[hisapartment[to
jointhimrinthersukka.

"Youlmaylwonderwhy[ 1l am(joining

you,"[exclaimed(theloldRabbi.["ltlis

becauseJalthoughJaCmitzta'er, Jone

wholis(in(great(discomfort, lis(lexempt

from[thelmitzvalof(sukka, helis hot

exemptfromthemitzva_ofChospital ]
ity, (of(hachnasat[orchim."

ThisT anecdotel] underscores(] the
importance( of the mitzval of[ hospil]
talityJandUillustratesOthe O factDthat
evenlgreatphysicaldiscomfortrdoes
notexcuselal personlfromproperly
receiving(l andl] entertaining(] his
guests.

Oflcourse, ] thelJbiblical ] basis[]for
RabbilGrodzenski'steachinglistobe
foundCinthisCweek'sTorah[portion,
Vayeira.[ In[thelopeningl verses,[we
findthatCAvraham, despite[the[fact

that(1helTwasIrecoveringlfrom(This
recentlicircumcision,lexertshimself
tol] welcome(! al] smalll] groupl] of
wayfarers and(tends(toltheirCheeds
withlexquisite[care.

Avrahamlis(our(model(for(thelimpor(]
tantCmitzval of Cwelcoming[strangers
and(seeing(tolit'thattheylarelgreeted
hospitably.

The17th(centurylsage,[Rabbillsaiah
Horowitz,[ ] known(] as[ thel] Shaloh
HaKadosh, [points JoutthatDperfor(]
mancel] ofJ this( mitzvall helps[] us
realizeJthat['welJare[Jallllwanderers
andmerely[ transientguests(inlthe
Almighty'sCworld."Welpraythat[He
treats(] usl] hospitably] during] our
sojourn’iinfHisworld, JandtoJearn
suchltreatment, welarelsensitivelto
thephysicalCandemotionalrequirel’
mentsloflouriowniguests.

Ourl] sagesl | discovered(] an] even
deeperl] dimension(] tol] Avraham's
hospitality. /' The[thirdlversellin[Jour
Torah[portionCreads, '"Andhelsaid,
'Mylord, (if Ilhavefound(favorlinyour
eyes,[1pass(]not[laway] from[]your
servant."[Thelsimpleteadinglofithis
verselisithat/Abrahamrisispeakingto
onelofrhisfguestsfwhomrherefersto
as"myriord".

Anotherllreading,[JalJstartlinglyIprol]
vocativel] one, 1 suggests] that
Avrahamlis[addressing/the Almighty
Himself, Jand(Jthat(1the Tword(1"lord"
shouldbelspelledwithfanuppercase
"L".CAccordingltolthisCinterpretation,
Avrahamlislasking(that G(d[Himself
excuse himrandwaitforThimCwhile
heltendstolhisguests.

"Welcomingrone'siguestslisiarbigger
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mitzvathenwelcomingtheSh'china,
thel1DivineIPresence."[TThatlis[the
lesson(Iwhich(Ithel1Talmud(iderives
fromJthe(J storyJwhichJopensour
parshalthisweek.

Commentaries| throughoutl thel‘ages
havelquestionedwhetherIitlislindeed
legitimateforCJonetolabandonThis
rendezvous(Iwith[1God[inJorder[to
attendtothelheedsloffmerehuman
beings.slitrightforroneltolinterrupt
his(dialoguewith(the[Almighty[justto
performthemitzvarofihospitality?

Therelislaltichlliteraturelof(responsa
tolthis[question.[Onelapproachlis(to
understandrthat[itClisCnot’so’much
thatJhospitality Citrumpsthe Cexperil]
encel] of[] communication] with[ the
Sh'china.[Rather,(itlisthatthewayfo
earnisuchlan(exaltedispirituallexper]
iencelis(bypracticinghospitality.

Oneldoes!Inotlachieve(lalspiritual
experiencelthroughmeditationJand
prayer.[Onelachieves(fruelspirituality
by painstakinglyJ attendingJtoJ the
needs(of(others.
ThisCisCwhywelgive['somel charity,
perhapsCevenljustCalCfewpennies,
priorCJtollengagingllin[lprayer.[1The
TalmudsuggeststhatClinCorderto
earn(theright(TtolJaddress(1GldJin
prayer,one must( firstl demonstrate
that(1 helTis[1 not[1 unaware] of 1 his
obligationstorhis(fellow.[Firstralms,
then(Jprayer.[]First[1hospitality, Jand
onlythenlIcanlTonellcomellintolthe
Divine[Presence.

Howlimportant(itlis'that[wellearn(the
lessonloflreligiouspriorities.Never
canCwelplacelburCspiritualClongings
abovel our[obligationstol our( fellow

human(beings.['ThisClis[ithellesson
taughttoTTussollonglagolbylour
forefatherlAvraham, when(he(turned
away(from[Gldlin[order(to[practice
the(mitzvalof(hachnasat(orchim. O

The(Puah Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologyin[Accordance with Halacha

Nobel Prize for Fertility Revolution

This[year's[ Nobel[ Prize[ ffor[ Medicine
will[(belawarded(foRobert[Edwards, (the
British[] scientist[] whosel] intensive
research(tesulted(in(the birth ofthe(very
first[Ichild[born[Jas[Jallresult[Jof [ IVF
[in[vitro[fertilization] [treatments.

Edwards, [fogether with[Surgeon Patrick
Steptoe, [announced the birth[in England
oflal healthy[ baby girl named[ Louise
Brownlon[July[25,(1978.[Her[delivery
was! hailed[Jaround( the[Iworld[asl]a
medicallJrevolution, ] onel]that[] would
change(forever(the Wworld’stinderstand (]
ing[] of] conception,[] pregnancyl] and
parenthood, Jand“would [ transform[the
medical [establishment’s [approach(to(the
treatment(ofinfertility.

Robert(Edwards[had[spent[several 'years
attempting[ tol[] achievel] fertilization
outsidel ofl the human[body. Hislinitial
findings(were published/in[1965 [in[The
Lancet’,[] all highlyltespected[ British
medical Jjournal, Jand[lin[Jthe[IBritish
periodical, “Nature’,[in[1969.Butlit[was
only[] in[J 1977,0] after[] many[ failed
attempts, [ Ithat[]SteptoeJand [ JEdwards
succeeded[] in[] producing[] al] viable
pregnancy(that[would[last[for(the entire
gestation [periodland (éventually [tesultlin
the(first(in[vitro babylgverto (be born.
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Lesleyl1Brown, [ |Louise's[ /mother, Thad
blocked[ fallopian[ tubes, and [ until[ the
advent[ofIVF(she, and[other[women[in
similar[] situations, ] were[] unable[ to
conceive. [Edward’swork[offered [(them,
for[the[very[ first[ time,[lal ichance[to
become [pregnant.

This[] revolutionary[] new[ technology
opened ip (many[possibilities for [barren
women:[eggs[ couldbeltaken[ from[one
woman, [fertilized[in[the[laboratory, and
then[JplacedJin[lanother[] ([ either[ lvia
donations[ of oval orembryos, or[ with
gestational ] carriers. [ ] Further[ ' developl]
ments|offered(solutions/tol¢ertain/iale
fertility conditions, Caswell, providing
many] men[] [T previously[] considered
infertile /[T the Jopportunity to[lbecome
fathers.

TheselImedical[Jadvances, [ Iwhilejcon[]
sidered éxtraordinary,lalso raised(dlarge
number[ ofl ethical [issues. Concern! for
the[status(oflremaining, inused émbryos
and[their[ possible[ destruction[ haslong
been[thel subject[ ofl ethical and [ moral
debate, [ | with[somel]religious!] groups
voicing[ | strong[| objection[! tol] IVF
treatments.

Everlsincelthe birth[ ofl Louise[ Brown,
our[poskim(haveldebated [the issues/and
havel| shown[] great[] compassion[ for
couples] previouslyl] unable[] to[] have
children.

Theylhave[displayed(the Wwillingness[to
utilize these[medicall advances[in[order
tol encourage!(thel birth[oflmore[Jewish
children, I within[ Ithe[ lframework[ land
guidanceloflhalacha.[Members oflother
religious( groups, [ Wwhen[madel aware[ of
the[1Jewish[attitude[ | towards[ Ifertility

treatments, [ Jare[ loften [ Isurprised[ | Tland
evenl jealous/[at Ithe JopennessJand
acceptance(shown by theRabbis.

ThelJPuah(]Institute[ ] has[lused (] these
technological (advances[ to[ assist[ thoul
sands[lofllcouples lworldwidel[to[ have
children.[Inladdition[tolanswering[their
halachicl[Iconcerns,|Puah's[Jworldwide
supervision[ | services[] has[] prevented
dozensl[of potential (mistakes that¢could
haveoccurredasal resultofl fertility
procedures.

Somel yearslagol1lhad thelprivilegel of
meeting[ Robert[ Edwards.[ 1l asked him
whether[The[hadl lever[ thought[Joflithe
prospective, ] widereaching[] ramificall
tions/oflhis first/tesearch projects/in(the
fieldlofIVF(and (how [theymight(change
the[world.[Inlhis soft[Voicelhelreplied
that[in[ their[ veryl first[ paper, heland
Steptoehad already(anticipated [Somelof
thelethical toncerns[ their[work[could
create.[Algood[scientist, helsaid, [is[able
toldolgoodlabwork;[a[great[onelis(dble
to[envision[ thel possibilities and[ steer
them (in/the tost/positive direction.

Patrick ] Steptoel ] died[]in[] 1988, Jand

Edwards'health[lis[failing. ['While[ this

award[is(sadly(longloverdue, the Nobel

prizelis[significant tecognition [ ofltheir

outstanding[ ¢ontributionlin[the[fieldof
fertility[ | medicine.[] Theyl[] can[] be

extremely[proudofltheir[achievements:

Tens[] ofl] thousands[] of[] previously(’
infertile(couples|are(today happy(parents

(lincludingLouise Brown, herself.
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Maharal Djn D‘lze |Bea’ra

B'reishit[118:3 [[IBnd[Re[shid,[Bdonoilhy
lordsCor,[QIternatively, [God], C¥Lik[please
youlthat[I[find [(fvor [ih[Your [dyes, [flease
dol[nbt[phss[flom[bkforelyburlsérvant.

Rashi:[Birst[Belchlled[them[allIbrds, then
helsingled[dut[the [gleatest[dflthem [td [stay,
for[that[Mould[rksultlid [the[dthers[staying.
ThisOnterpretsChdonailIn[the [brdinary
sense[bf[I'my[lords”.CAlternatively, [the
term[id[Jh[rkferenceltdthe]lshcred,ahd[he
was[asking[the [Holy[@ne, [Hlessed HeHie,
toMait[While bk [ukhered[id [the Msitors.

Gur[Arye:[Rashiladdresses[the[changelih
the[Nerse[from[plural,[Tords, [Ho ingular
taavor, [phss. [Nlow [dne[mhust[abk, [the [plural
islukually [ekpressedWith [the[phtach, [Which
shouldChe[Fead[hs[ChdonailFather[than
adonoi.[Rabbenu[Bechaye[dotes[that[the
kamatz[J[voweldsounded JAW[in[lthe
Ashkenazilatcent] [cheans[Both [singular[ahd
plural,[ak[the [fdrm [dflthe [nbotation[shows[H
thelkamatz[is[A[ Hash[[Wwith[h[teardrop
underneath. [d{id[thus[alghafting[ofalphtach,
denoting[dplural,[Jand (] chirik,[(Jdenoting
singular.[The[famatz[k[3[Titerary [device
peculiar(ltoClthe[IHebrew [ltongue [Cthat
conveys [singularahd[plural simultaneously.

Nowlcbnsider[Adonoilid[the [shcredlsénse.
Theldhirik[gart[dflthe[Kamatz,[the[dot[ih
theltkardrop,[dddresses[His[Dneness, [thy
singular(MMaster.[(JHowever, (lto[Caddress
Hashem[it [the singular [{Adoni) WouldMdck
the[Proper[despect[due[Mim.[The[Patach
partLof[the kamatz[¢onveys[Ehe proper
decorum[the[oyallglural,[thee[ihstead [df
you,[IR [ihstead [df[DU].[Adonoiladdresses
both[dHis[1Oneness[1and[the[proper
decorum.

Colwmn Dorepared]ly 0Dr. UV loshebX b

Praying@uith™assion
Givinglimore(meaningtolour(T'fillah
OneWeek[at(aTime

Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author

Birchot[HaShachar
(partlnine)
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Translation:

wAnd maylit'be Youriwill,[HaShem our Godland
Godlof ourancestors... andbestow!loving kindness
upon'us. Blessedlare You, HaShem, who bestows
loving|kindnesslon Hispeople Israel.

Theme:
Anlebsential cbnceptlofitheplayer

It's[All[Kindness

Hashem’skindness[s[tontained[dn
what[Bie[Hestows[ak [Well[ak dhat[Hle
withholds.

Insight: Deeperldeanings...

AlGift[HeldIh[Trust

Imaginelalworld[id Which [alnhitzva[wWas
clearly[JandLJimmediately Llrewarded
right[Here[id [thisWorld, fbr[all[tb [ske.
Rav[Huna’s[vordsCin[the[Gemara
presentlsiichalworld,[id Which [ckrtain
mitzvotLdome[Wvith[dn[dssurance L bf
certain[tdngibleréwards.

IfChisCHescription[played[itselfCbut
precisely,[elery Woman Wholights(hkr
Shabbat[chndles[dorrectly [Would (Have
Torah[skholars[fbr[sbns.[BveryHouse
that[bears[thezuzot[that[dre[Rosher
and[properly Cplaced[iwouldCbe[la
beautiful Chome.[EveryCinan[ho s
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careful (do [Wvear [(Rosher [tkitzit dvould
ownlithpressivelclothing, [ahd[allthose
wholdbserve[Shabbat[chrefully (Would
possess[alWinepress[dverflowing[ith
wine.[Theseldre[the[dssertions[Rav

Hunalstates[uhequivocally.[Any[dbser[]

ver,[Bowever, [Will Lquickly [dote [that
there[hppear[to[be[h[ reat[nany

exceptionsltbtheselstatements.

The[ Bhavet[ HaMusar[&xplores[the
question [df[Why[the[rkwards[that[ale
linked [tb[ckrtain [mhitzvat[do [not[skem

to[dccrueldo @Il [those[Who dcrupull]

lously [perform[them.[Helekplains[that
that[@ven QWhere [deward [k [therited,
“atItimes,[Hashem [kees[khat[the
individual Cwill CbenefitCinostCifL He
withholds[the [ #ewardLih[thisCWorld
and[grants[it[ihstead it [the[MVorld[tb
Come.”

ForLdxample,[Wealth[dan[Bel[d[great
test, [ahd[if[id [altest[that[chany [People
are[notlprepared(tbphss.[Thatlid[Why
Shlomo[HaMelech [kaid,[1*Give[dme
neither[poverty [dor[Wealth;[Provide
me[thy[allotted [(Bread.” [(The[Mezudat
Davidldnd[Ibn[BzraldxplainLthat[the
verse[dsks[Hashem [tb[dive[d[person
thatlwhich[belréquiresfdrlsiistenance,
butldohore. [Ifl\Wealth LWill Cdause[d

personltblstumble,[Hashem [mhay[with[]

hold[iflchther [than [draghim [down [t a]
spiritual [Bw[pbint.

“Beldareful (What[youl[dsk[fbr,” [does

the[popular[saying. [(Bor[d[Jew, (How[]

ever,[JHashem Ois[(Ithe Darbiter Clof
rewards.[]In[CJHimOweldcanCtrust
absolutely,L knowing[khatLiwhat[ He
gives[ik[fbr[durldood,[dnd[What[He
withholds[islehually fdrourlgbod.

Visualize:
Imagesl[thatbling[theplayer[td [ife

WhatYouWish[BEor

Ifldouldrellike [host[geople, You[see
what[youlWwantLin[thisCvorldCand
pursuelif.[And[like[thostpeople, dour
judgment[ak[tb [the [ultimate [Benefit [df
thelthinglybulWant[id[doudedBy[dne
overriding[fct:[ybulWantlid. [With [that
fact[ds[dhe Houndation,[YouWill[(be
blind[td [the flhws[id [the [abject [aflybur
pursuitlahd[deafltb [Warnings[thatlthis
may[db lybulmorehhrmlthanlgbod.

Ben’s[uncle[Mas[dpening[adBranch[df
his[duccessful [deal Cdstate[Business[ih
thellbcalldeighborhood.[Wncle[@haim
would[deed[domeoneltblrhanagelthe
new [office, alpbsition Ben khew MWould

be[llicrative.[He[Had[the[rightl&xperil]

encelfbritheljob,[ahd[sb [(He[prayed[tb
Hashem [tb [ift [(Him [dut [df [His [current
mediocrelchreer[ahd[give [Him [&ldew,
highly [paid [db llith Uncle [@haim.

Despite[ the[fervorvith[Cvhich[he
prayed, [thejdbenttd[sbmeonelelse.
Ben[felt[that[his[prayers[had[gone
unanswered,[And[4[good[thing[had
slipped[through hisffihgers.

What[Ben[did[dot[dealize,[However,
was[that[the[jbb[Was[ih[fhct[dot[[a
goodlthing”.

In[denyingBen[the[jdb, Hashem [shved
him [ftom [the [Heart[Break [df(Watching
hisCdhildren[fhlter[ih [dchool[ds[they

becamelldistracted[1by[ Ithe[lever[]

increasinglidventory [of[electronic[tbys
that[WouldHave[flled[their[Home.[He

rescued[Ben[from[thelost[learning
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time[that(Mould[Have[Been[shcrificed
to[Macations[And[&ntertainment,[dnd
fromtheCemotionless[prayer[that

would[Have [dmanated [ffom His[dom[]

placenthkart.

As[ih[Ben’s[chse, [the[reward[Which[al
person[mherits[idlnbtlalways[sbmething
he[idlehuipped[td [ukeltd [his [bBenefit. 4
withholding[What[seems[to [ds[tb[Be

unadulterated[good, [ Hashem’s[kind ]

ness[id[not[sb [rkadily [sken, ahd [ykt, [if
is[still kindness.

We request that Hashem bestow beneficent kind
ness upon us. Isn’t all kindness beneficent? Eitz
Yosef explains that kindness that does not reduce
our merit in Heaven is an example of “beneficent
kindness.” Example, Maharsha explains that any
benefit derived from tefila, no matter how great it
appears, can be considered natural... since davening
is natural to us... Such benefit is not considered a
miracle, does not deplete a person's merit.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

Whenever[allyeshivaldstudent[dwas
introduced (o [R’[Moshe[Feinstein, e
wouldlihquire[as[th [Where[the[student
learned.[®nce,[When[dlyeshivalskudent
told[him[that[he Wvas[from[3d[dertain
yeshiva,[R’[Moshe[made [h[point[bf
tellingCIhimCthat[dhe[lhad[Jheard [la
remarkable[chiddush[ftom[the[student’s
roshlykshivalténlykarslehrlier.[R' Moshe
did[this[deliberately,[ih[drder[to[Have
theldtudent[Betterdppreciate[His[dosh
yeshiva.

Il lat It T T 1o

The[MetzivWould[dive[d[daily[demara

shiur[tb [His[skudents,[But[Before[giving
it[(He (Mould[rkview[its[dontents[With[R’
Isser[JZalman[IMeltzer.[]Once,[leven
though[Be[Was[dcheduled[do[deliver[d
shiur[ahd[Badleven[gbneldverifWith R’
Isser[ Zalman,[At[the[JastCiinute[he

canceled[it.

R’[sser[Zalman[vas[astonished,Cand
went[ih [do[Ask[the [Netziv[vhat[the
problem[Was.[FRebbe,” [He[shid, [l [khow
thatlyoul[Had[alshiur[rkady [fbr[delivery.
Whatl[nhade [ybuldecide [nottd [glve [id”

“Every[dlay,[in[thenorning[prayers,”
the[Netziv[kold Chim,F1recite Ckhe
passage[In[JAhava[ Rabbal before[ the
Shema, [Gh[Which [dne[dsks[MHashem Ho
enlighten[uk[id (His[Torah, Mtkarfully [akk
Hashem ko [help Cimelin[Cimy[Torah
teaching, [sb [that[I[thay [faithfully [ilnpart
Torah[do[hy[dtudents.[Today, LWhen [l
recitedkhe[brayer,[1[feltChol[ kears
whatsoever, [sb [Idid [not[think [ilproper
tolglvelalshiurltb[students.”

CHIZUK #1DUD

DivreiTorah fromthe Weekly'Sedra
with a/focuslon Tivinglin Eret; Yisrael ]
Chizuk forOlim & Idudforinot yet Olim

The[BifteiLIChachamim [bays: [ MWhen
Avraham [#eceived[dhe [dommand[io
circumcisehimself, [(He [akked[his [three
friends,JEshkol, CJAnerCJand C0Mamre
whether[they[lthought[he Cshould
publicize[lthe Cperformance Lof[khis
mitzvah [Which, [il[skems, Would[ahger
the[ surrounding[] population] and
confirmWhat[dveryone [Was[thinking,
that[Avraham [thoughtLof[Rimself[ds
“different” [than[the [rbst[df[the [people
at[that[time.[Bshkol[dnd[Aner[shid[it
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would[bk Miser, [ahd[shfer, [flhk [did [the
mitzvalwithin[khe[konfines[lof[his
home, Luietly, Cwithout[imuch [Chdo.
Only Mamrelshid[tb[Bvraham, Hflybu

believe Youldeceived[dhisLdommand[]

ment[from[God[don’t[Be[dfraid,[do
onelWill[Have [the [Jower[tb [stop[yYou
or[Hurtlyou.” [Avraham [thus[dealized
that[Mamre[Was[His[druefriend[dnd
understood[the[depth [of his[bElief.

Welhave [What[o[DearndromCfhis.
Israel [(Has [ohany (Friends” [Who [give [us
advice.[Many[bf[ #hem [I[Within[dnd
without[the [dountry [IITEll [us [that[We
should[tkmper[dur[Belief, [hodify[dur
religious[dature, [tFansform[ahd [rkfine
our[visionloflpkace[sb [that itlcbnforms
to[dhatLodfLodur[Arablheighbors[dnd
theirQdisionLdf[(Middle[Bast[peace.[A
few[aHvise[uk[tb[mhaintain [dur (Belieflid
thelihportanceldfishuvEretzMisrael
and[stand[dur[ground[Becauselwelchn
never [givelup [dnoughltb[appease[the
appeasers.

It[Lih [these[dmes[that[Weldan[dee
wholareltluelftiends[are. [Bshkol[and
Aner[Werelrblegated[tdthe [dustbin[df
time.[No[bne[éver[hears[bf[ them
again.[Only[Mamrelik[AonoredWvith
beginning[alphrshaldflthe Torah;[id [his
houselchn[Avraham[fdel[shfe[ahdl[id (his
advicelchn[Avraham[placehistdust.

Rabbi Yaacov Peterseil, Jerusalem

Avraham's[Legacy(]]

Escorting[Guests?
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim[Sprecher

Dean(bf[Students,[DiasporalY eshiva

"AvrahamDwalkedwithlthemlolbscort
them"[(B'reishitli 8:16).0ThelRambam
writes[{Hilchot[Aveilll 4:1),[' Therelis[h
mitzvalénactedlbylihelbageslolisitlihe
sick,l toll comfortll thell bereaved,l to
conductl all funerall for[] thell dead,D to

marry[bfflh[bride,lhndltolbscortluests
asliheyldrelicaving."

ThellRambamlgivesluslalshortliistlof
fivellnitzvotlthatOvelhrellequiredliolto
forllotherllpeople.l1fllyoullwouldask
peoplelltolvotelonlwhichlonelislthe
mostllimportantdmitzvallandlwhichlis
thellleastllimportant,whatllwouldllthey
say?IMylguesslwouldbellthatlmost
peoplelvouldbaylihatlbscortinglbuests,
thell lastl mentioned,l isll thell least
importantlhitzva.

ButlthelRambamlwriteslinlthelvery
nextlhalachall(14:2),0" Thellrewardlfor
escortinglbuestslislreaterlthanlhlithe
rest.l Thisl isl thell legacy(l thatl our
patriarch[Avraham[gstablished."

Butlhowltouldlhislbe?

Youlkomelintolhlhospitallroom.ly our
friendlsllyingltherelbicklhndlbale.li ou
visithhimlandlyoulpray[forlhim.0Y ou
cheerllhimOup.0You'velldonellallgreat
mitzva.

Youllcomelkolpayllallshivahlcall.0The
bereavedlhaslustlostlhovedbne,lhnd
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helfeelslbadlhnddepressed.ly oulkpeak
wordslofllconsolationlthatlwarmlhis
heart.[lY oullnakelhimlfeel[better.[Y ou
liftthispirits.Ot'sthlvonderfullnitzva.
Youlhrrangelblfuneral.[IY oulhrrangelh
wedding.Ierrificlinitzvot.

Butlwhatlhrelloulhccomplishingllwhen
you[| escort[] your|:| guestﬂ outl ofl] your
house?lHellenjoyedlhislmeallatlyour
table.l Hell is[l finished.l Hell is going
home.JAndlyoullvalkDwithlhim[hkhort
distancelbutloflkhelhouse.lWhatllislko
greatl] aboutl] that?ll Whyll isl thatll the
greatestlbfiihesellivellnitzvo?

Becausell whenll youl] escortl] all guest
beyondlyourloorsteploulhrelthowing
himl respect.ll Youll arell givingll him
dignity.0Youllarellacknowledgingllthat
hellsomebody,thatlhellsHeserving[bf
you rDattention\ﬁandﬂconcern.mhatﬂisﬂa
criticalllheedlforlpeople.litlisDiikelkhe
veryldirliheylbreathe.

Wellcanlsurvivelwithoutlfoodlforlla
while.IWelkanlsurvivellwithoutlwater
forllallwhile.0wellcanlwalklinltattered
clothes.Weltanléndurelhl[bflthis[fllve
arelltreatedlwithOrespect,llikehuman
beings.0That'sUwhylthelGemarallsays
(Ketuvotll 111b)0 thatl itl is0 all bigger
mitzvaltolkivelhlpersonlhlbmilelthanlio
givellhimlall milkshake.0 ThisHisOthe
legacylbflAvraham.

ParshaPix€xplanations

¥ Thermometerwith Ckipa,[klasses,
and[skethoscope, [Wishing[someone
who Ok Hick [BREFU'ALSH'LEIMA.
This[id[dneldflthe[léssonselléarn
from[G[d [Thelgraphiclis[from[the

Davka[JudaicallclipartUCcollection
(which welukeloften).

¢ UGOT [that[Sarah [MUSHI[ed [[Tthey
look ke [hatza[Hecause[the[ahgels'
visit[was[oh [Pksach.

2t AndCLotCmadeCOmatzot[Tfor Chis
visitorsltdo

1t Oneldflthelthree [BENBAKAR [that
Avraham UranUto, Hin[CorderCto
preparelthelthostldumptuousldish
for[theMisitors, [tbngue [ih [thustard
sauce[I[Eo [shys[Rashi,[duoting[the
gemara.[Theldish,[By[dhelJvay,[ik
known Untalian Chs[T'Lingualhlla
Senape"lahdlybulchnfihdalrécipelat
italianfood.about.com/od/tripetrottersmore/r/biri765.htm

1¢ BrailleCwriting, Cfor CIthe[Jangels'
blindinglthepkoplelafSldom.

¥ Theldpecific[thessagel[it[domething
the[blinded[3'domites[thight[have
graffitied [dn [Hot's[door[(When[they
finally(dound[it). Lt [ $ays: LGUEST
LOVER

1¢ Thelskull[idlthelsymbol[dflatid[rhin,
algdoodLdescription[df[dhat[Which
destroyedSldom...

¥ Winelthatlidtoxicated[Lbt

#¢ TheOalarmOclockCOforCJAvraham
gettinglupehrly...

2¢ Avimelechltdo...

1t The[Baby[ih[theldradleldepresents
thebirth [ofMitzchak

1¢ Metal[shield[used bl [mhany [shohalim
inltheirsétlubfdrMila

2¢ Father[and[sbn[Walk[Hand[ih[Hand,
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VAYEILCHUSH'NEIHEMYACHDAV

1¥ Davka[Akeida[graphiclds[for[the
Akeidalpbrtion[(duh, [yhthink?)

1¢ a[Shofar[id[donnected[tb[the[story
of[the[Bkeida, [ak[ih [the [rhm [(eelit
inCthe [Akeidalgraphic?) (#hat[vas
caughtllupLinCthe[bramble[hnd
replacedYitzchak[at alkbrban

1¥ Dorothylahd[Qo.[ffom[the[Wizard
of (Oz,[Which[Gh[Hebrewli[dalled
UTZ,Nachor'sCfirstborn,[1from
Milka

o the[lchefJ(TEVACH,CITABACH),
Nachor's[kon[from[his[pilegesh
R'UMA

1t thelbbttleldflihuor(BUZ,[BOOZE)
for[WTZ's[Brother,[@nhother[son[df
Nachor[ahd Milka

1¥ thelskaldowl[(general [tkrm[fbr[the
large[] marineld mammals[J which
includelthe[manateelahdltheldlugong
([Among[the[ahimals[that[ale[chlled
TACHASH),[] anotherd sonl] of
NachorahdRluma

¢ Donkeylik[hentionedlih[Both[the
sedralahd(thehhftara

1% Oliveldllisfdom [the[hhftara

1¢ And[there[idlalcblumn [(br[fillar) [of
salt(IIMaCl[dneldn[tbp[dffahother,
forMrs.[[bt

¢ Binoculars[Arefor[VAYASHKIFU,
and[theyIdokedaut[{dbverSldom)...

3t TeremUogo[lying[LdnLiks[dide[for
TEREMMISHKAVU...

¥ Mortarlahd(pkstle[idforPILLIDASH

TAnother3on[bf[ Nachor[CAnd[a
brother[tb,lamongldthers, B TU'EL,
he[Being[dflspecial[idterest[td [uk[ak
the[father Cbf[the future[RIVKA
IMEINU

1t The[dew[ddditions[do[this[Week's
ParshaPix[ale[oh [the[right[bhndlside
of[daid[BP.[At[the [fop Wefind[d
picture[bfLIUS[president[iGrover
Cleveland, [the[dnly[person[tb [(have
served[tiwo[don[cbnsecutive[tkrms
as[pkesident.[After (his[fikstltérm, [hle
lost[ to[[Benjamin[Harrison,[kven
thoughlhelthad[inore[Yotes[than
Harrison[did.Bis[dther[distinctions
include[Being[the[dnly [president[tb
have[beenLdnarried[ih[dhe[White
House[(to[d[Woman[Ikss[than [Half
his[(dge),[dnd [Ho[Be[the (father [bf
baby [Ruth, fbr Whom [thelchndy[bhr
was[nhmed[(And[nbt[fdrBabeRuth,
as[sbmelpkoplelthink).[Sbhat's[hle
doing[hs[h[isual (JTTriddle [for
ParshatMayeira? [filwe [téll [ybu[now,
then [t ibn't[dWisual (T Triddle [Tt
would[jdst[Be[ah[elkplained[element
ofthe PhrshaPix.

¥ Below[Grover[Cleveland[dre[pic[]

tures[dfltheWell[Known [Heoplelih
Israel[tbday, (Who[dombinetb[give
us[TALENd[MATAR L(hs[ih[Brodie
and[Nadia,[Fespectively).[Not[h
Vayeiral_tonnection,[butCho[less
timely[ds[Weldre[jlistlihto[the[Tal
uMatarseason,[Jand[CJhave Clbeen
talkinglabout[ilthese [dst fdw wleeks
(includingthisweek's[[kad idbit)

¢ We'llLéxplain [ohe [dow [druck [vith
thelckown, But[thy[tb [gktlybur[Kids
(grandkids) Lbr[$Shabbat[guests[to
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figure[dtLout[for[khemselves.[1t
referslto [Avimelech[Who[Was[the
Kinglaf[GERAR.

¥ Thelbignanguage[handsCin[the
lower[tightlis(Hor[tlosed[Hoors.
Interesting[lhow Llmany [ltimes Uit
shows[up[in [the[Troah[rkading[ahd
the[haftara.[Again,[thallenge[and
guide{ifCdecessary) Your[dhildren
and[guests[to[find[the[deferences.
The[dwoldngels[Who[isited[Lot,
went[dutside[tb[cbnfrontltb[S'dom
mob[that[had[gathered [1ITkhey
closed[theldborbkhindthem. Id[the
haftara, Cdn[both [Chalves,(dn[Cboth
stories[presented, e find[A[Point
madelboutldosingltheldbor.

THEIJERUSALEMIINSTITUTE

OFIJEWISHILAW
Rabbi([Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson(#(536(part/three)

ASimple Guarantee

Inlteading[ through somel ofl thel cases
that[were[ decided [ by the[ Beit[ Din[of
Jerusalem, (1(tead onelcase that[left(ine
somewhat[ confused. [t seemed/ like[ a
simplelcase(thatlany(law[student[would
belableldecide, [ yet[ there werel three
opinions/by(the(three judges(ofithe Beit
Din,eachlonel finding[for[the plaintiff
onldifferent[grounds.

It seemsl that[the[lender[ Wwas[ aboutl to
makelalloan(to[theborrower butwould
not[makel the[loan[without havinglla
guarantor[oflthe[tepayment[oftheloan.
Mr.[] Cohenl] agreed[] to[ ] becomel] a

guarantor(ofithe(loanwhich(consisted (0f
alllarge[Isum[]oflImoney.[] When[]the
borrower[ did[ not[ repay( the[ loan,[ the
lender(] sued[ ! Mr.[] Cohenl! on[] the
guarantee. [Mr. Cohen [pleaded [thatwhen
helagreed(tolsign/the(guaranteeheldidlit
becausel ] the[ ] borrower[ ] told[Thim[]he
needed (| the[Imoneyl]tol]purchasel]an
apartment, andhadldadequate moneys(to
repay thelloan. It turned Coutl that[the
borrower[used[ the[ money[ tol purchase
frivolous(things[for himselfland(did (not
purchaselan(apartment(for himself. The
main[defense[ byl the guarantor[is[that
therewas[alinistake[ ofl fact[when[ he
signed(thel guarantee( [The[assumed that
all[that[the[ borrower!told[tohim[ivas
true.[Hadheknown[the[actuall state[of
facts[ofltheborrower heWwould mot(have
signed(thel guarantee.[ Furthermorelitlis
logicallthatlany[person/wouldnot have
signed(thel guaranteehad helknown/the
truelstate [oflthe[facts,[and Since[molone
wouldhave(signed[a/guarantee knowing
thesefacts, (helshould(notbelheldliable
onlthelguarantee. Thellender(pleads/that
heldidnotlreally know[the Borrower(dnd
made[the[Tloan[Jonly[because[loflJthe
guarantee [signed By Mr.[Cohen.

Onelopinion[held[that/thel guarantor(is
liable, [ but[he didnot! find[it[anleasy
matter to[find (him[So. Tt/seems that(there
arelopinions[in(the decided(c¢ases oflthe
Beit[ Dinlthat[al guarantor(can/taisela
defense(that(heWwasmotlaware oflall(the
facts[when(helsigned(the[guarantee. The
opinionlheld(that(this(shouldhave[been
made(clearlintheloan/documents. [Since
there[ werel[ nol such[ provisions[in[ the
loan[documents, [ the[ ‘guarantor[ cannot
raiselaldefenselthat[had he[known[that
theborrower wouldfrit[the moneyldway
instead[of’ |buying[lan[]apartment[|he
would[hot[havel signed[ the[ guarantee.
Alsoltheloandocuments/ did[ hot[ éven
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mention[the[ purposelofl thelloan[solit
wouldnotbelaldefense to thelguarantor
inlthis[¢ase. Thislopinionlheldthat(the
guarantor[is[liable becauseltherewere
no[facts/tolabsolve him oflliability.[A
second [0pinion heldthat(the(factsoflthis
caseldid[motabsolvelthelguarantor. Had
the(factsbeen known [toldll that(theloan
was[adelso(that[the ‘moneywouldbe
used[for[personal purposes and[notl for
the[ purchasel of anlapartment, [ perhaps
the[guarantor[would[not[belliable.[ The
third [Opinionrelies [tol[some eéxtent/that it
is(the[¢ustom[oflthe land [for(d lender[to
relylon[ al guarantee[ and[ his[ claimof
absenceloflknowledgeloflpertinent/facts
does[notlabsolvelthel guarantor.[ What!(1
find (hard[about(the[c¢ase[is [that[it[should
belanlbpenand shut[decisionland yet
each[judgehadlto gol[tol considerable
lengthstofind liability.

PortionfromthePortion

Sir,liflyoulwould

OurportionIbeginswith[1the Twords
VAYEIRAEILAVIHASHEMITTHashem
appeared(tolhim(Avraham).[Avraham
then(] sawl] threel strangers[] coming
towards(Thim.[JThen(Jin(1pasuk(118:3
Avraham(saysCADONAI,CALCNALTAL
AVORIMEI'ALTAVDECHATISIr, liflyou
would, [dolhotLgolon[withoutstopping
bylime.[] According(]to1Rashi's[Jfirst
interpretation’] on(] this[] verse] when
Avraham[] says(] ADONAIC hell is
addressing(the(leader(oflthelstrangers
andlis[asking[them[to_comelintolhis
tenttolrestland(eat.

But'Rashil brings[Janotherlinterpretal
tion.[Helsays[ that(in_this[verse[the
word1 ADONAI is[] holy™l and( here

Avraham(is[addressingl Hashem. He
says[1Hashem,[Ipleasewait[lhere[]a
minutelwhileJILJgoll entertainJthese
threel] strangers, ] and([] pleasel] don't
leave.[Doesn't(this[seem(likelallot of
chutzpalonithelpartloflAvraham?We
arelused(tolhearing[peoplelsay[that
theylneverisaw(so muchichutzpaluntil
theylsaw(thel[kids of this_generation,
butlit seems! that Avraham(alsol had
chutzpaltol[talkClike this[tolHashem.
Whatlis‘goingionthere?

Onelanswer( couldbelthatAvraham
didn'ttknowhowlongHashemwanted
toltalktolhim.[Sorhelasked GldTiflit
was! Jokay(tollgo[Ifor(Jal Jminutelland
comel] right] backltol] continuel] the
discussion.[1Butllit[stillllseems(lalbit
disrespectful (to[JtheJCreatorJoflithe
world.

AnotherlJanswerlimay(belrelated(Jto
whatJRav(JNachmanUspeaks[ofJas
"Holy[Chutzpa"[TTthelability to[beable
tolsaylorldowhateverlyoulbelieve[Gld
wouldlwant[youltoldoland[not[to[be
embarrassed(inlanylway. Aslit[says(in
Pirke1 Avot(] (5:24)1'Bell bold[Jas[la
leopard...[tolcarryloutthe will"ofyour
Father(] in(1 Heaven."[] Hashem[] had
come[ tolvisitL/Avrahamon[the[ third
daylafterChisCbrit mila,[the[day when
helJ might(] havel] been(] the[] most
uncomfortable, tol'seeThow hewas
feeling.[JHashem[was[Idoing[IBIKUR
CHOLIMTTvisitingthe[sick.[Avraham
knew(that Gld[wants us[tolfollow(in
Hisiways, V'HALACHTAIBIDRACHAV
(D'varim([128:9)(1andjust[JlikeHellis
mercifullheWantsustolbelmmercifulto
ourfellowlJew.[JustLike[HeVisitsthe
sick[He[wants[us(toldo the[same.So
when[JAvraham Usaw[ three(strangers
walkinglin[the[ desert,[ hel knew! that
Hashemiwouldiwanthimtoltake them
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intolhis[tentandfeedthem. Butjustiat
thatUminute[JHashem Uwasl[ talkingto
him.Solwhatshouldhe[do?[Solhe
usedlarbitfofrhisMHoly Chutzpa"rand
asked[GId[iffHe would[Wwait[a[minute
whileChe[went[to[ take[carelof[ those
strangers.

Avraham(] hadl tol] usel] this[] "Holy
Chutzpah"Cnumeroustimes[through(]
outhisUlifeCstartingfromJwhen(he
destroyed(] his(] fathers(] idols.[] This
charactertraitlofhisfmight’bewhyhe
was/chosen(by[G(dlin[the(first place.
The[Midrashisays(thatthe nation[with
theJmostichutzpalisTlsrael.[(Shmot
Rabba(42:9). 1t explains[ how! this[is
notl| derogatoryl] but[]is(! actually(| a
complimentitolthe Peoplelofilsrael.(1t
is[lbecauseofthis[ichutzpa thatCwe
survived[ throughout( the[generations
andJupheldCourlreligionJevenlwhen
threatened with[deathatlthe[stakeTlif
weldidnotlabandon(theTorah.

Solwhenlwelarelabouttolyelllback at
somellIsraeliliclerkJwholdoesn'tlact
respectfullyor(lecture “ourClown(child
whollanswersusUrudely, JletCusCall
remember(that chutzpalisiwhat Jews
arelmadelof.[Truewelshouldn'tuselit
improperly,butCwe mustn't forgetto
musterlup thislinherited traittwheniwe
welneedlit(tohelpustolwhat[Gld
wants(usl(to.

L RIMDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (LECHI'CHA)MTriddles:
[1]Hdayorserelkings...JanetTaylor

Janet[Taylor[ik[the [dhayor[df[Salem,
Oregon.[f[ihayors[Were[Rings,[then

shelWould[Be[thday's[dounterpart[df
Malki[TzedekIndelech Shalem.

[2]He[Chad[Tho[teacher'sChide[br
teachinglassistant; hk Mhas...

ALLONE[MOREH.[INeed[we[ kay
more? [All2hat's [left[is (Hor [Yyou[to
groan.[Complaints[dbout[dhisCpunny
TTriddle[d shouldd beld sentl] to
menp@0 | 7.net.il (lThot[dhat[he [Thad
anything[tb [do With [this[dne, (Buthk[id
the[thaster [ffom [Whom [We [I¢arn[ahd
are[inspired to [do [thisClkind Clof
TTriddlelelerysblaften.

[3]Welréadlofallthreelthis[Shabbat

Avraham[Avinulid[the[mhain [personage
in[(Parshat[Lech'cha.[Yitzchak s
mentioned[at[thelehd,[When[Avraham
is[(told[that[He[Will (Have [d[don[With
Sara[Imeinu.[Yaakov[i¥[thentioned[ih
thelhbftara.[Thiseek[(Lech lcha) we
read[ofall three[Avot.

[5]0] Obama's[] desired[] multilingual
outcome

This[TTriddle[goes[Back o[ Parshat
No'ach.[Welihcluded[it[ih [the[lech
L'chalidsue[ak[alcombination M Triddle
andldomment[dn[thelgressure[Being
placedCbn[srael[by[ the[JAmerican
government.

Thelaftermath[df[the [Tower[df[Babel
episode[Was[the[Iconfusing"[bf[the
languages [df[the[deople[{multilingual)
which[fesulted[in[their[hbandoning
theirl] constructiond [ asl] in
VAYACHD'LULIVNOTHA'IR.

[6]818>300+1+70+3>60+70+1+90+2
318[8thelfbreelthat[Avra(ha)mltbok
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with[him [tb fight fbr[[ot's [shfe[rkscue.
It[Was[either[alfdrce af 3l 8[fighters[dr
itDdvas[just[Bliezer, [fhithful [dervant[df
Avraham,[Whose[dame[Has[@lnlumeric
value[df(318.300 [ [SHINbr[SHINI
AR,[CALEFL{I) G5 [for(ELASAR,[AYIN
(70) B dbr (RILAM, [GIMEL [{B) (B Mor
GOYIM.[Theseldre[thekingdoms[df
thefourkings [TBMRAFEL,[ARYOCH,
K'DARLAOMER, [ahdMID[AL, rkspec[]
tively. (SAMACH [{(60) [ik [for [S'DOM,
AYINI70) BFr[AMORA, ALEF[) &
forLJADMA,LJTZADI[1(90) QisUfor
TZ'VOYIM,[hnd[BETUs[for[BELA
(which wasMZOI[AR).These[Werelthe
kingdoms[&f[dhe[five [Rings [I[IBERA,
BIRSHA,[SHIN[AV,[SHEMEIVER, [ahd
noldamel[given (IHespectively.[Ih[fhct,
weldwent[with [lkingdomsinClthe
TTriddle[tather[thanChames[bfL the
kings[Hecause[WelWeren't[sure[about
the[BELAMZO'ARhames.[Anyway,
Avraham[dnd[his[force[Wvas[greater
than[{>)(XheHour[kings,[wvho[had
defeated () [the[five kings.

[7]Chughterfid [his[ahdhissbn'slhhme

Hislsbn's[bhmelastbbeMITZCHAK,
which[ls[based[bn[the Cword[for
laughter.[Avraham'sChame[Also[had
laughter [id [his [nhme[after [the [HA [Was
added[td[AVRAM.

[8][HeltbokMithlohe D ahdWithtivo

AVRAM[tbokWith him O T [Qvithlohe
O)[ahd[the[R'CHUSH, [possessions[dr
LOOT L{with [two [Ds) [that[they[Had
acquired(lid[@haran.

[9]Unexplainedsfdom [the [PhrshaPix
WelIkftLtwo [Pictograms[Unexplained
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in[Estleek'sMorah [Midbits.

ThelfirstDivas[d[picture [df[Winston
ChurchillvhoOlvas[A[famous[BRIT,
followedbly [tWo [musical [nbtes[dn [that
five[lihe[ thing, whatever[it's[talled.
(Okay,[aldseach[lon[1One[Look's
Reverse[Dictionary found[dhe vord
STAVE.) Based[dn [the [dld, rell khown
"Every[gbod[bby[doesfihe"[ahd Mace",
for[the nbtes[dflthe [Sllihes(E,G,B,D,F
for[the[lihes[fdlom [Bottom[tb[tbp)[ahd
the[J4[spaces[Ibetween [the[lines
(F,A,C,Elftom[Bottom[tb[tbp), Welske
that[the[twoldotes[dre[B[dnd[the[A
above[lit.[dTaking[the Cwell lkhown
octavelstale[df[DOREMIEASOLLA
TIDO,Which[arelthe[dotes[d,D,E,F,
G,A B,C[IWe[gktlthatthesetivolnbtes
areMlahd[[A. Putting[id(all kdgether [T
asChssuredly[Chost[ T Treaders[have
already [dbne [[We[gkt BRITMILA.

And[lthe[otherwas[1al IS'FIRAT
HAOMER talendar [ket[to[24[2000.
Althoughlthereli[d[24th [say [df[the
Omer,[the[ 1200 definitely[ldoesn't
belong.[Except[ih[A[ T Triddle.[24 [k
KAFDALET.[200G4[REISH. Mhis[gives
us[KAFDALET [REISHAOMER, who
isLK'DARLAOMER, Lbneldf[thefour
kings[Who[did[Battle[dgainst[thefive
kings[Jand [dmade[Jthe CImistake Clof
capturingl]Avraham's[Inephew.[1Big
mistake! [(Thanks[to[the (RPALIT{OG,
accordingltdMradition) fdr(the[idtel.

Noticethe[dfooter[of[Jeachpage1[]
specifically, [the [tvoghaphic[idons[that fhnk
the[page[dumber.[They[dsually (delate[do
thelskdral(but[nbt[always).[Avraham's[tént
and[the mountltd Mhich hkWas[sént.

The[ParshatVayeira5771 lissue

VAYEIRA Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Lot's Frightening Journey

Context: One of the strangest and most
disturbing episodes in the entire Torah is
recorded in PParshat Vayeira. Two of the
three angels who earlier visited Avraham
now arrive at his nephew Lot's doorstep
in S'dom. Lot showers them with
hospitality... It does not take long,
however, before the evil inhabitants of
the city learn of the angels' presence and
surround Lot's house demanding that
the strangers be given up to them.
Seeking to protect his guests from the
danger confronting them. Lot... offers
his two unmarried daughters in their
stead. The S'domites refuse the offer...
The angels miraculously afflict their
potential attackers with blindness, and
then inform Lot that to protect himself
and his family he must now leave
S'dom.

Questions: How are we to understand
Lot's bizarre behavior? He welcomes
strangers... but is willing to sacrifice his
own daughters to mob violence.

Does this episode provide us with any
kind of window into Lot's personality
and soul?

Approaches:

A. With the story of Lot, we are
confronted with one of those occasions
where a simple, careful, straightforward
reading of the biblical text reveals easily
missed significance. We must first,
however, back up to gain an overview.
When we do so, a tragic pattern begins
to emerge. This pattern, spanning a

number of chapters in the text, enables
us to understand Lot and his frightening
journey.

B. Our story begins in Parshat Lech L'cha
at the point when Avraham and his
nephew part ways.

Responding to a dispute between
Avraham's and Lot's shepherds, the
patriarch turns to his nephew and says:
"Let there not be a dispute between you
and me and between my shepherds and
your shepherds, for we are brothers.
Behold, all of the land is before you.
Separate yourself from me. If you go left
then I will go right..."

Given the opportunity to choose any
where within the land of Canaan, Lot
chooses the fertile Jordan plain and the
Torah states, Va'ye'ehal ad S'dom, "And
he tented until S'dom."

C. Two elements of this phrase
immediately catch our attention.

1. First of all, the Torah uses the verb
va'ye'ehal, "and he tented," to describe
Lot's relationship to the land near
S'dom.

The two words normally used by the
Torah to indicate residence in a
particular location are lashevet, "to live",
which connotes permanent residence,
and lagur, "to dwell," which connotes
impermanent residence.

Here, however, the Torah chooses to use
an even more transient "tenting.” Why?

2. Secondly, the word AD, "until", is an
inherently ambiguous one...

The rabbis tell us that AD can mean one
of two things depending upon context.
The word sometimes means "up to and
including,” and sometimes means "up to
but notincluding."”

By stating that Lot tents "ad S'dom," the
Torah deliberately leaves his situation
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vague. Is Lot in the city or outside the
city? The facts are unclear.

The Torah goes out of its way to convey
a sense of ambivalence on Lot's part as
he considers his relationship to the city
of S'dom. The reasons for this
ambivalence are made abundantly clear
in the Torah's very next sentence: "And
the citizens of S'dom were greatly evil
and sinful towards God."

Lot is aware of the true nature of the city
before him... He literally has one foot in
the city and one foot out. He believes
that he can live on the edge of S'dom
without being affected by its evil.

D. We next find Lot... when he is taken
captive during a war involving S'dom.
The Torah states: "And they took Lot and
all of his wealth, the son of Avraham's
brother, and they went. V'hu yoshev
bisdom, and he was living in S'dom.”

The seemingly superfluous phrase v'hu
yoshev bisdom, is actually chronicling
an important transformation. By this
point, Lot is no longer living at the edge
of the city, but rather "in S'"dom." At first
ambivalent about his relationship with
S'dom, Lot is now comfortable as a full
citizen within its borders.

E. Finally, we meet Lot yet again, this
time in Parshat Vayeira five chapters
later. The occasion is the event with
which we began: the visit of the angels
to S'dom. The Torah introduces this
event in the following fashion: "And the
two angels came to S'dom in the
evening; and Lot was sitting b'sha'ar
S'dom, in the gates of S'dom."

You could easily miss it, but the Torah is
conveying a very significant point with
the two words b'sha’ar S'dom.

Only specific people had the privilege of
sitting in the gates of a city in biblical

times: the elders and officials of that
city. By now, Lot's transformation is
complete. He has moved from the edge
of the city to its center. Lot is now a
respected elder of the evil city of S'"dom.
The man who felt that he would be able
to withstand the lure of the city has
fallen prey to its power.

Wwith the pattern of Lot's personal
transformation as a backdrop, we can
now begin to understand his seemingly
inexplicable behavior when confronted
with the threatening mob outside his
door.

Lot is not an evil, but, rather, a weak
man. His most fatal flaw, in fact, is his
failure to  recognize his own
vulnerability. He believes that he can
withstand the temptations of Sodom.
Without realizing it, however, he is
sucked in and indelibly transformed by
the city around him. The Torah testifies
that you cannot live near Sodom and
remain unchanged.

F. At the most critical juncture of his life,
Lot displays the aberrant behavior of a
man who is trying to reconcile the
irreconcilable. On the one hand, he
desperately attempts to hold true to the
traditions he witnessed in his Uncle
Avraham'’s tent. He welcomes guests
and treats them royally. He is willing to
go to any lengths to protect them. At
the same time, however, he seamlessly
crosses over into the horrific world of
S'dom and offers to sacrifice his own
daughters to a brutal fate. Lot fails
because he believes that he can live in
two worlds at once in two worlds
which simply cannot coexist.

[Parshe Pelnts 6o Poncder
VAYEIRA

[)CWhy[does[Avraham [Address[his
threeldsitors[ih [thelsingular [When [He
asks[them[dot[tb [Jass[By[dnd[dome
of into hishbusel( 8:3)?

the 2)Why [does[Shrah [shy [that[THIS
SONLOFLTHE[MAIDSERVANT
WON'TINHERITEROMMOU[When
askinglJAvraham (ko[ kend[JYishmael
away[(21:10)?[Even[iflbk[sént[Avraham
away[dow,[douldn'tlYishmael[deturn
forLinheritance[After[Avraham[died?
What[does[dne[Have[tb[do[With[the

other?

3)[(TheTorah[telates[dhat CLAND LIT
WASIAT[MHAT [TIME, [BAvimelech [ahd
his[generalLtame[to[Avraham[And
declared[GODISWITHNYOUINIALL
THATYOUDOLR1:22).[TheMords
AND [T WAS[ATMHAT MIME[nake &l
clear[] connection ] with[] whatever
happened[jlist[(Hefore[this[declaration
and[the[Heclaration.[.MWhat[s[ that
connection[given[the[(Hact[that[the
previous[$tory[Was[dbout[Yishmael
andHagarid[the[dksert?

[Parsie Podnds G Pender

Suggestedahswers

1 CThe[Ohr[HaChayim Chnswers[this
question[Bbased[dn[the[deaching LdfLdur
Sages[that[the[three[gduests[Wereldngels
with[dpecific[desponsibilities.[One[dame
to[Heal [Avraham,[dneltb [tklI[Sarah [that
she[Was[doing[to[Bave[d[dhild,[dnd[the
third[doLdestroy[Sedom.[The[first[two
were[Headed[tb [Avraham's[tknt[tb [flilfill
their[tesponsibilities[but[dhe[dhirdLbne
did[dot[Have[tbldomeltb[Avraham's[tknt
at(all.[Avraham Was[able[td[sknsethatlthe
first[two[duests[Wanted [tb [dome[tb [Bis
tent[But[dhat[the[third[Jerson[Was[dot
necessarilyCheaded (2o isitLhim.[Thus,
Avraham[vas[dddressing[his[vords[ 4o
justldne[dflthem[When[chaking [his [plealtd
comelihto[his[ent,[2hereby[&xplaining
the[lise[bf[theSingular Chstead Cof[2he

plural.

2)[Mhe[KliMakar[eixplains[that[Hagar [Was
notlreferringto Cphysical Cinheritance.
Yishmael[dould, [ih [fhet, [deturn br[dhat
after[Avraham's[death.[Rather,[dhe[Was
referringltb[the [spiritual[ihheritance[and
sheas[télling[Avraham [thatMishmael, a5
the[QHILD[OFHAGARTHEEGYPTIAN
(as[ohentioned[in [the [plrevious[vkrse) [Was
notlgbingltblcbntinue[Avraham's[spiritual
legacy[dnd,[therefore, [it[Was[dot[Worth
keeping[Jhim[Caround[Cht[lthe Ckspiritual
detriment[df¥litzchak.

3)[Daat[JZ'kainim [IMiBaalei[ JHaTosfot
teaches[dhat[people dvere[saying[that[if
Avraham[Was[truly[dighteous, [(He [Would
havel[dever[sent[His[firstborn[away[ffom
homel[ihto[the[desert.[Avimelech[ahd[his
general[Wanted[tb[téll [Avraham[that[they
did[dot[dgreeWith [thisine [df[thinking
and reinforced[ their beliefl in[d his
righteousness[By[declaring[that,[ih Ltheir
opinion, LG OSCWITHCHIMONLALL
THATHEDOES.



