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That's[alquote [ftom[the[elxcitable [Russ[Hodges, [df[59 [ykars[afo.Thelcbrrect

tense[dow[Would[He, [the[Giants (MVON[theldennant.[And[sb[did[the[Texas
Rangerslid [the [American [[kague.

And[What[ik[BaseballCdoing[ds[dhe[dopic[dbf[dhe [llead [ Tidbit? [(Reasonable
question.[Mhelahswer[id[personal [(Phil (Here; [ [Be [using [first [Person [slngular
for[this [T, [chther[than [the "kditorial We") (Ibut (Hopefully [mheaningful [tb [ybu,
dear[Treaders,asWell.

Aldumber[dflykars[ago, [dn[alfield[exercise[ih [ohilu'im, [IWas [returning[tb [ohy
unit'slténtiWith thelghrden shovel [lhhd [justluked fdr bbth[practical [kéasonslahd
in(Llfillment[df(the [T orah'sLdommand[do [Reep [d[thilitary [damp[dlean[dnd
Kadosh. [Ih[drder[tb [put[it[Back [ih [ohy [duffel [(Hag, ({Itbok [ohy [(Tallit (& (T'filin [ih
hand. [kdrnedtdalnbn[dbservantlmilu'im [fdiendahdrémarked[thatwith [these
(referring[tb[the Mallitlahd [T'filin) Mperform [chitzvot, [ahd [With [this [(kxtending
thelshovel) [also [do [mitzvot.[His[questioningIdok [éd [tb [mhy [dffering [ahd [his
acceptinglthe[deading[dflalchapter[ih [Dinei[Tzavalu'Milchama, Which [subsel
quently[Iéd[tb [His[dttendancelat[aA[Barshat[HaShavua [shiur [given [TAind [until
then, [ignored [Hy [Him [(IThk [Ris [Workplace. [(This[I&d [tb [His [chaking [(Kiddush [dn
Friday [dight[(when[He [thld (the [About[the[Kiddush,[He hssured"[the[that[it
wasn't[Being[donelfbr[religious[deasons[IBnly [that[He[thought[His[dhildren
shouldlsée[Kliddush).Weldstltbuchlsbon afterthat, [sb[Hbn'thhve afdllowup
to[this[story.[But[the[goint[i8 [([Thhd[i#[id [dne [that [rkligious [ahd [don [rkligious
Jews[Both[hust[dealize[Mthat[there 3 [Roliness[dnd [dpirituality [dnd [toral
lessons[to[Be[Ikarnedlih[the[thost[thundanel[dituations[dnd[from[the[thost
mundane[objects. [f'sWhatWe[darn [id Pirkei[Avot, Who lid[ttuly lise? [He Who
learnsfdom[eleryone...lahd, Weshould ald [llom [ahything. goto p 4
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Word of the Month

Regularlykars[bhve 353,354, [dr 355 [dhys. (1B [mhonth [ykars[(Shana[M'uberet)
have[383, 384, [dr[385[days. [This[ylear,[377 |, (has [385. [Ih [years[With (353 [dr

383 [days, [Hoth[Marcheshvan[ahd [Kislev (Bhs[29 [days. [Ih [the [(Min [drder" lears
(354[dr384[days), [Marcheshvan[Has[29 [days[ahd [Kislev[Has[30.[Ih [the [fuill
years,[With[355[dr[385[days,[(Hoth[Marcheshvan[and[Kislev[Have[30[days. qa.,
The[30th[dfMarcheshvan[dccurs [ih [45% [df [ykars. [ [Unique [ih [that[d[chn %
fall lah [dnly [three[differentdhys[df[the eek [I8Lunday, Muesday, Mhursday.

(296 [dhtes[chn [fll [dn [ldhys, (5P [chn [fEIl loh Kldhys, [ahd 2B [chn Il loh [Bldhys.)




(andles  ChayeilSara  Havdala  next[ubek

4:17pm Yerushalayim 5:29pm 4:11 [T524
4:35pm S'derot 5:32pm 42900507
4:32pm Gush[Btzion 5:30pm 4:26[1T504
4:33pm Raanana 5:30pm 4:27[11535
4:33pm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 5:30pm 4:27[01535
4:33pm Netanya 5:30pm 4:26[1T5325
4:33pm Rehovot 531pm 4:27[115325
432pm Be'er[Sheva (&) 5:31pm 4:26[1T506
433pm  Modi'ineashmona'im  5:30pm 4271504
4:17pm Petach[Tikva 5:30pm 4:1| (15325
417pm  Maale[Adumim  5:2%m 4:11 153
43m  Ginot[Shomron  5:2%m 42611504
431pm Gush[Shiloh 5:29m 4:25 (153
4:33pm K4[&Hevron 5:30pm 42701505
4:32pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:29pm 42611594
4:33pm YadBinyamin 5:31pm 4:27[1535
4:35pm Ashkelon 5:32pm 4291597
4:19pm Tzfat 5:2Tpm 41301591
432m  Zichron[Yaakov  5:29%m 4:26[1T524

RabbeinuMam[Havdala[MOHAYEI[SARA TI&05pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
19 28 Marcheshvan (0ct 27 Nov5)

Earliestl Talitl & T*filin00000005:0005:07am
Sunrisel00000000000000000000000005:5205:59am

SoflZ'manIK'1Sh'maliio0i0i8:3708:40am
(MageniAvraham:(8:0008:03am)

SoflZ'mani T'fila0000000009:3209:34am
(MageniAvraham:19:0209:04am)

Chatzotiomooioooooonoonoi1 1:23011:22%am
(halachicinoon)

MinchalGedolamummmmn1 1:53011:53am
(earliest/Mincha)
PIagDMinChaD]DDDD]DﬁDDDD]DDD%:45%D3:39pm

Sunsetl000000000000000004:5904:51pm
(based! onl seal level:1 4:5414:46pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

How[nuch [ofaIfidll [cbnnection
between[ShrahahdYechezkeil

And[G[d..[WAV/PATACH[Before[GId's
name, [100[dimes[ih[Tanach,[(ho[dound
underthe[ALEF.MADO [hbt MADO]

Justlaboutlthelohlylohelidthe Morah

More baseball terms, in honor of the SF Giants
and Texas Rangers who are playing in the
World Series...

Home plate, batter's box, catcher's box... of[id
1A MNP+ VIIND OINN* DIIPD 'D
The batter is the V2; the bat is VAN

#& It[i[d[sbmetimes[durlalvareness(thatla
problem[dan[He[solved [WhichHeeps[us
fromlits [sblution. [dlid[dlften [the [féar [that
weldre[donfronted With[@n[ihsoluable
problem [Which[rushes[us[ito[alsblution

From['ACandlebyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein

the knob (that's what it's called) at the end of

| Nachor,Mishmael, Yaakov, [the[Galbreths |

the handle is the ©YOND~NY2 O (which
prevents "flying off at the handle", an expres
sion that does not come from the baseball bat)

The fourth Mersenne prime
and the first nice Friedman number

So where does the expression come from?

| thelking, Bislplophet, sédralopener |

A sudden burst of anger is as dangerous as a

loosened wooden handle of hammer or axe

Chayei Sara has more than 35% of all what in Tanach?

allowing the "head" to "fly off the handle"

| shekels,lentourage, pomegranates
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Back[tb[Haseball,[ahd [thore[ifnportantly,
to[Mhe[dessons[fhat[We[dan[Tearn[3nd
teach [ftom[id.

Rabbi[JAharon[Rakeffet[{ITHespite [ his
beinglalrhbidYankees[fan (K [almaster [at
deriving[Yewish"[Ikssons [from[Baseball,
and[anOlinspiration [for Clthe Cbroader
conceptldflteaching[TorahNalues[lsing
nonTorahcbnventional[chodels.

Rabbi[Dov[Lipman,durBarsha[Points[tb
Ponder[dolumnist, (has Qvritten (A [(book
called[MTime[Out[MBports[Stories[ds[d
Game[Plan[for[Bpiritual CBuccess",[in
which[Che[Clises[Ckexamples[from Cany
differentlsports[tbltéach Morahvhlues.

Rabbi[INachum[JAmsel[Chas[ldeveoped
lesson[plans[And[ectures[that[dccom[]
pany[mhovies, [thovielclips,[ahd [TV [shows,
toltkeach[dWide[dange[df[TorahMalues
and[dssons[valvldeolpkesentations.

In[@lecorded[shiur, [Rabbi[Rakeffet[Uses
AllGionfriddo [o[llustrate [the [teaching
in[PirkeiCAvot,Chot[to[Hisparage[Any
person,[Because(there[id[do[person[that
doesn't[Have[His[Thour".[AlLWas[A[MLB
player(for[a[brief, [#lykar[tareer.[He
would[have[lbeen Clvirtually Clunknown
except[fbrld[datch[ih[the[1947(World
Series,[dobbing[Jbe[Dimaggio[{a[Blayer
who Lvill Chiways[be[known, Ceven[to
people[Wwho [ Hon't[LHrink[toffee) L bfL A
home[dun.[ThatlWas[the (homent[that
gave[GiofriddohisChour".

Rabbi[Rakeffet[tklls[the[Jhckie[Robinson
story [t [lustrate[RIN[IDAVARLDOMEID
BIFNEILHARATZON, [dothing[dtands[ih
the Lvay Ldflthe [Wvill. (He[dontrasts[fhe
batter[ahd[the[gitcher[ak[defining[differ[]

entldersonalities. [Hie [thkes[Haseball day
beyond[Haseball.[And[that's[the[doint[df
this[Lead[Tidbit.[A[Chumash [tkaches[ds
much.[Sb[dbes[Rlashi.[And[sb [dob [mhany [df
thelekperiences(dfleveryday([ife.

When[ohy [phrents n"y[phssed[away, [they
had[I5[grandchildren,[Hone[yket[mharried.
When LltheirCeldestCgrandchild LT Tmy
eldest[diece[MMBecameéngaged, 1l dave
her[chatan [alsbecial [gift[tb [Welcomehim
into[the [fAmily. [The[gift[Was[@[Baseball,
and [ [Went[dlongWith [Lchinilshiur[dn
different[Hashkafa[Joints[that[dre[deriv[]
able[ftom[bhseball. Mo [dhte, TVelgliven12
baseballs[tb[the[Spouses[dflrhy[Jarents'
grandchildren, CKEINLCIYIRBUL{in[good
time).[One[nephew(akked[nhy[tb[plresent
hisfliture [Wife [With [the [(Baseball [ak [their
Vort,ahd[tb[glve[alD'varMorah [{in[Heb ]
rew)[about[baseball. [Hlthis[[ead[Tidbit[id
way Lbffbeat, [Tet's[doLdneStep[further
and[tie[thisNortltb[the[shiduch[dflthis
week's[skdral¥itzchak[Avinuahd[Rivka
Imeinu.

Aldewly[tharried[douple[is[like [alHatter,
who [skeps[up [tb [(Home [dlate [(Hy [(Himself,
tolfcelnineldpposinglplayerswholatelall
intent[bn[getting[himCdut.[Onelfhcing
nine.[But,[He[i$[dotldeally[dlone.[Mown
theirstCbaseine[dnChlbox[in[Houl
territory[is[the[chatan's[parents,[sknding
him[koaching[hdvice.[JAnd[Hown[the
third[baseline[hreher[parents.[His
teammates[h[ khouting[_Encouragement
and[sbipportftom[theldugoutlahd[dther
friends[ahd [Bmily[ale[cheering[ffom[the
stands.[Mhe[Manager[i$[the [ghidingfbrce
of (it [4lll, [as [i$ (G [dlih [dur ives.[WVeldre
notlalone.(MWe[Have[the[Torahtblguide
us[id all [wWeldb.
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Chayei(Saralstats

5th [od[tHe [Tdrah's (54 [sddras;
5th i (12 [il[Blreishit

Written (o [T7 | (hes (i (aTdrah, [rdnk BT th
4[Phrshiyot; RLopen, [(TIclbsed

105 [psukim (cinks 32nd ({11 th [id[BYreishit)
same [ad [Dlvarim [{Which [isTohger)

1402 [wbrds [dnks 37 th (11 th [ (Blreishit)
5314 [Tekters [Mdnks 3bth [(T1 th Gl [Blreishit)

Shorter [tHan [a¥erage [pYsukim [in[aTsddra [with
slightly (hélow [aterage [nimber [od[pkukim Lrdeans
alshallish [sddra

MITZVOT

noneldfthe &l 3[mitzvot(atelid [Chayei
Sara,[hbwever, k[nentionedldfften, [there
are[Mlidotlahd[vhlues[ahd[dtherIdssons
tolbeldarned.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>CX:Y[(Z)]EndIS>[X:Y [(Z)]Ghdicate
start[bf[h[Charshalp’tuchalor[k’tuma
respectively. (X:Y [k [Perek:Pasuk CofCdhe
beginningUofthe [parsha; [ Z) UisCkthe
number [df[plsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Kohen(IErst[Aliya
| 6 [plsukim [[I2B: | (116

[P> 23:1@020)] Thelparshalbegins
by tellingl usl thatl Saral diedd in
KiryatOArba,OwhichlsHevron.But
firstlitlkellsOusOthatshedivedalfull,
longllifelbflll 270years.

SDT: With the last| themel ofl Vayeira
being[thelUKEIDA, ['theljuxtaposition of
Sara's'death| supportslourl Tradition|that
Saraldiedlaslalresultlof thel Akeida. [ The
Midrashsays ! that( theSatanlinformed
Saralabout what Avraham|waslintending
tol ldowith[1Yitzchak, "\when| they lwent
towards Har HaMoriah.[ Thel $hock[was
toolgreatiforianloldiwoman, land|sheldied.
Somel commentaries give anlinteresting
twistltolthis. [Theylsaythat Saraldied, (not
from fearthat ) Avraham lwould [ offer
Yitzchaklas a Korban, [ butiather that he
might not![Shel remembered| Avraham's
reaction whenlshel told! him(to[ banish
Yishmael (andHagar). She[wasafraid
that} Avraham's!]) lovel] and] kindness
towardsYitzchakWwould prevent himfrom
carryingCoutUGld'sCcommand, “andthat
Avrahambyvould thus [fail thisWltimate test
of faith. [ When[ shel sawl (or[ heard)| that
Avrahamwaspeturning Wwith Yitzchak|still
alive, [shelthoughtlher[fearswerelvealized
and'sheldied.

Avrahamlcomesl (somelsaylfrom
thell Akeida,l thatl isO from0 Har
HaMoriah;OsomelsaylfromOBe'er
Sheva;leitherOway,litOwasOapparl
entlyltoOHevronOthatOhelcame)lto
eulogizelBaralhndltoltrylforther.

SDT: I'LIVKOTAH, and(io cryforlher,
isCwritten[withLalsmallLKAF. [ Some[ take
thisC sl alreminder( that thelcryingwas
"small"(since(Saralhadlived suchallong
lifel(BaallHaTurim). [Therelisimoreldrying
whenlalperson|diesyoung.

Somelsay thatthelKAF points(tothe 20lin
thelway(that the Torahtells isThowlold
shelwaswhen!she died:100earsand20
yearsland|7years.

Others(say(that(thelsmall KAFallowslis
tollrereadthe \word Iwith regular|sized
letterslonly[tolobtainl al different under!]

standing, lonlal REMEZ! (hint)[level.[And
Avraham!] camell toll eulogizell Sara
ULVITAH, "and! for"her[ daughter. 1This
correlates!) withl] thel| opinionsl] that
Avrahamland! Saralhadl al daughter, "but
sheldiedwhen[Saraldid.[{Someléven(say
that herlnamewas\BAKOL.)

AvrahamnextOmakeslthelarragel
mentsl forll providingll all suitable
placeltoldburyllSara.0(TherelisOa
TraditionthatDAvrahamBwvaslhware
oflltheOburiallplaceloflAdamOand
Chava,0andOthatOisOthelpiecelof
landl hell wasl interestedl in.)0 He
turnsltolthelpeoplefICHEIT,bne
off whomlisO knownl asl EFRON.
Theyl allll exchangel nicetiesl and
thel peoplel offerd Avrahaml any
landl hel wants.O Hel insistsd on
payinglfullpricelandOthatlisOwhat
helldoeslforlthelfielddandOcavelof
Machpela.

PirkeiAvothadefhmous[that
Avraham[wWas[tésted[I0[times. Butlthe
mishnaldoes[dot[énumerate[theltden
tests.[Therelareldifferent[dpinions[as
toLWhich[bf[ Avraham's[éxperiences
arelcbnsidered[tésts[dfHis[fith. [Most
lists[dfthe[T0 [ehd[With [the [Akeida, [ak
implied[from[the[d'sukim [themselves.
Rabeinu[Yonalfinds[d[dest[dfter[the
Akeida[JITAvraham's[(kexperience[dn
providing[alHurial [dlace fbr[Sara.[The
question[on [dhis[ikLdbvious [MIWhat
was[ 3oL difficultLabout[that,[that[it
shouldChualify Chs[CA[test[bf[ faith[T]
especially afterthe [Akeida?

Perhaps(thelahswer[liks[id [thefct[that
after[the[Akeida,[Avraham[skill[(Had[d
coupleofdifficultlthings td [gb through.
Wasn'tlthe[Akeidalahdlelerythinglthat

preceded[it[dnough?[Nlo, [dot[finished
yet.[1 This[J can[] test[] al] person,
sometimes,[thore[than[derrible [trials
andltdibulations.

Surviving[the [1Holocaust[1did[Inot
guarantee[a[ person[that[he[Would
have [ah [asy [Tife[ffom [then[dn.[Some
were[BlessedWvith[drouble[ftee[llves
after[their[terrible[drdeals, (Hut[thost
had[thany [thore [difficulties[tb [fhce[ih
thelykars(tblcbme.

Weldo[dotknow[how[ G [dlWworks.
WhyOmustUwesufferUtrials[Cland
tribulations[lin Cthis Cworld? LlieChas
something[ ko[ do [with Cimaking[Clus
better[people.[With[thallenging[ls.
With Ltesting[ds.[WVith [@reparing[dur
souls[for[dhe[World[&f[ Truth.[LAnd
probablyalldtimore.

Thereli8lahother[abproach[tbahswer
thelshimelqlestion.[Eulogizing[his Wife,
acquiringLCh[CburialChlace, [finding[Ch
"shiduch"[for Mitzchak [I&ven [cémarry ]
ing[Hagar[(Ketura)[dre[dlICregular”,
mundaneldxperiences.[Can[dnelWho
spoke[Fepeatedly [1o[G[d,[Ascended
Har[HaMori'ah, [hhd[alspecial [rklation []
shipvith[G[d[MMdan[duch[d[person
return[to[being[a[Tnormal"Chuman
being? Mhis[tbo[id[altést,[ahd[Avraham
passed [Iwith[flying[lcolors.[LdThese
commentaries[Point[to[the[pasuk[dt
the[dnd[dflthe[Akeidalgortion,[JAnd
Avraham[deturn[to[the[Thds..."[@s[dn
indication[that[He [Was[able[tb[kome
backldown[td[ehrth".

SDT: [flulfatherlinsiststhathisson
marrylorinotimarrylalparticularWoman,
thelson(is(motldutyboundtollistentolhis
father.[Meshech! Chochmal says[ thatwe
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learn(this[ from[ ithel fact[that Avraham
gavellinstructionsUJandUadministeredan
oath(to Eliezer aboutlaWifefor Yitzchak,
butldidnot'command!Yitzchak himselflon
thelmatter.

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [[128:17[24:9

Thellield,[tave,lOrees,[Etc.[become
theOlawfullpropertydofl Avraham,
afterDvhichlhelburies[Bara.

[S> 24:167)] Avrahamlshowlht
anlladvancedlagelandOhasObeen
blessedlgreatlylbylGId.0*AndIGOd
blessedd AvrahamOBAKOL”,0with
everything.

ThelWord BAKOL [Screams[dut[fbr
explanation.[And,[slire[dnough,[there
arelrhany [sliggestions [k [tb [What[this
extra[Blessing[df BAKOLL.[{(Every
time [ We[shy[Birkat[HlaMazon, [We [akk
GldHo [Bless[is[As[MHe[Blessed[dur
forefathers [TBAKOL...[Mikol[ahd Kol
are[terms[Associated [With [Yitzchak
andYhakov.)

Thelhlimericvhluelof BAKOLRBD, [the
same[ak[BEN, [sbn.[This[alludestbthe
ultimate[] blessing[] that[] Avraham
received [Tis [sbn[Ylitzchak.

R.[Meir[sdys[that[Avraham [wWasblessed
by LINOT having[alldaughter.CIn
Avraham's[time[hnd[dnChisClinique
circumstances,[\Wwho[Wvould [dhe[Have
married?[(What[Would[Have[Happened
tolhkr? Id[this[chse [idwas[alblachalnbt
tolbhve bhdlaldhughter.

Onlthe[dther[Hand...[R.[Yehudalshys
that[Avraham's[ektralblessing[Was[that

he[DID [bhvelaldhughter.Therelidlelen
an[dpinion[dhat[his[daughter'sLdame
was[BAKOL.

Rabbi[lEliezer[JHaModail[says[lthat
Avraham[vas[blessed [vith [the[drt/
skill/power[df[dstrology[dnd[that[He
was[donsulted [By [doblemen [from [fhr
and[wide.[J(Even Ciwhen LG [d[told
Avraham[that[He[Would[HRaveldldhild,
Avraham [résisted because hk[hhd[séen
in[the[skars[that[He[Was[dot[going[tb
have[khildren.[JG[d[ T'explained" ko
Avraham[that[dt[ik[possible[ 4o tise
aboveldne's[inazal",[ahd[id fdct, [that[id
the[special [quality [df[the [dation[that
willldome[from[Him. YN9H Y pN.
Ibn[Ekzralshys(id [the [nhmeldfldur[Shges
z"l,[tkue, [(But[dnly [ak[Ibng [k [We [deep
the[Morah.)

R.OShimonObar LY ochaildsays[that
Avraham[Bad[d[precious[dtoneWith
curative[powers[dhat[Would[heal [3ll
wholghzedluponid

These Ulastltwoopinions[Llidentify
BAKOL[as[JAvraham's[]prominent
position[id [the World. This fitsWith (his
roleasMather of[many [nhtions".

Somel[sliggest[that[Bisav's[dot[sinning
(untilCAvraham[Cdied) [(dAnd[Yishmael's
repentance,[ both[Huring[ Avraham's
lifetime afe[the[ektrablessings.

Therelatelstilllokherlekplanations.

From[dheMariety Ldf[dxplanations [&f
BAKOL,LitOs[Chuite[tlear[that[the
uniquelstatus[df[/Avraham's[ak[the[dne
wholréstored bklieflid [Dne(G[dltd[the
world[didnbtlgbluhrewarded.Welchn
seelih[this[Dst[df[Blessings, [different
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kinds[of[blessings[that[chn bk blurs, the
spiritual hkirs[of[Avraham [Avinu.

Thel onell majorl taskl remaining,
whichBwilllforgelthehextvitaldink
indwhatlOpromisestoldbelal great
peoplell andll all greatd Chainll of
Tradition,[ isO findingl al suitable
"shidduch"[ for0 Yitzchak.O Everyl
thingl nowll willl dependll upon
Yitzchak.HoweverlgreatlAvraham
was,0 unlessll therel isO "solid"
continuity,lalllwilllbelost.OTolthis
end,0Avraham[0callsDuponlEliezer
toll swearll thatll hell willl faithfully
carryll outl hisl task,l thatd hel will
returnl] tol Avraham'sll familyl and
hometown,0 andl findd all wifel for
Yitzchaklthere.OAndthatOYitzchak
isl notl toll leavel Eretzl Yisrael
(havinglbeenlconsecrateddonlthe
Mizbei'lhchMuringlihe[Akeida).

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [[124: 1 0[26

Eliezerll (wholl isll exclusively
referredl tol asd "Thel Servant"l or
"Thell Man",l asll opposedl tol by
namell histhhamebheverhppearsiin
ParshatlChayeillSara,0wheredwe
wouldl havel expectedl tol findD it
repeatedloverlhndlover)takeslten
camelsll ladenll with0 al splendid
assortmentbflzoodshndlravelsito
Avraham'sl hometown.0l Upon
arrival,lheltieslthelcamelsfuplhear
thell welll (andl spring),0 towards
evening,atlthelfimelthatlthelocal
girlslbomeltoMrawbwater.IHelhsks
GO told bel kindd tol hisl master
Avraham.[EliezerlhsksOforlalsign[l

thelgirlDwhoUOwilllofter0himOdrink
andlalsolforOhisOcamels,OsheOwill
belthelonelsentlbylGOd.0Almost
beforelhellinishedbpeaking,Rivka
batll Betu'ell ofl Avraham's[ family
arrivesl onl thell scenel withl her
waterlcontainerJonherOshoulder.
EliezerOrunsOtolherdandlasksforla
bitd ofll water.0 Shell immediately
givesllhimUOhisOfilllandOthenOdraws
waterlfordhisOcamels.OAnxiousto
findl outll whetherl shell wasl "the
one",ll Eliezerl waitsl untill the
camelslhaveltheirlldrinkOandOthen
presentsll Rivkall withO gifts of
jewelry.lOnlthelbnethand,helhas
seenlherlkindOnatureldandltireless
actloflichesed;donlthelotherlhand,
hellhasOnotdevenOaskedOherdwho
shellis.)DWhenlRivkaltellsOEliezer
thatlBhelislindeedfromOAvraham's
familylandlinvitesOhimOtoOstay0at
herlhome,0hellprostratesdhimself
beforel GIdO in0 gratefull acknowll
edgment.

The[lGemaraldn[Taanit[ktates[ that
Eliezer[sérvant[of[Avraham[didnbtlask
(something [3f[ G [d) [@roperly,[But[Be
was[donetheless[dnswered[ih[d[fine
manner.His[Bign"[cbuldbhve [résulted
in[ah[uhsuitable[shidduchfbrMitzchak,
but[G[d[$ent[Rivka[do[him [ihstead.
Somelsburces[fult[Bliezer [fbr[rklying
on[dn[dmenLdrLdign [Bspecially[Jor
specifically) (because [he [did Lhot[dsk
who [she Was[bkfore[glving lhkr [(gifts".
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R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
26[plsukim[1124:27[52

EliezerlhlsolkayshlblessingltolGOd
fordnotdabandoningd AvrahamUor
withholdingivinelKindnessfrom
him.ORivkallrunsOhomeltoltelllher
familyllwhatlhaslhappened.dLavan
(filled0withOulteriordmotives,0our
sourcesl telll us)d runs tol greet
Eliezer.Thelzoldjewelrylhdorning
Rivkaltatches avan'sleye,lhndhe
"graciously"l offers( Eliezer
hospitality.OEliezerlisOservedlfood
butl refusesl toll eatl untill his
"business"Osltompleted.

Eliezerlproceedsltoltelllthelstory
ofll his mission.0 Hell tells of
Avrahaml andl Yitzchakl andl of
beingll sentl tol findld al wifel for
Yitzchak.l Whenll hell asksl for
Rivka'sll handll onl behalfll ofll his
master,0LavanlanddBetu'ell(coml
mentariesl point toll Lavan's
pushinglhimselfllbeforelhisOfather
asl anl indicationl ofll al negative
personalityl trait)0 acceptl alll as
Gd'sOwill.

Eliezerll againl prostratesl himself
beforell GIdU inO gratefull acknowll
edgmentl ofll thell successl ofll his
mission.

€hamishiGth(Aliya
| 5[plsukim ([124:53[&7

EliezerlgivesOmorelgiftsOtodRivka
andlhermotherlandlbrother,then
theylalllcelebratedwithOfoodOand
drink,0and0EliezerJandDhisOparty

stayll overnight.ll Inll the morning,
Eliezerll asksl hisl leave.l Rivka's
familylasksOthatOshelOremainOforQa
year,JorlatlleastOtendmonthsl(as
waslthel customOinOoldenOtimes)
butl Eliezerl insistsl onl leaving
immediatelyl (andl takingl Rivka
withbhim).ORivkalisbconsultedland
shellagreesltolleavelrightOaway.
TheylsendlherlofflwithOal"maid"
(later0 identifiedd asl Devora)l and
blesslher.

This[blessinghhsbken[répeatedlcbunt]
less[times[to[Jewish [Brides[through[]

outlthelgenerations.[Itonic,[3[it[dot,
that[Weluse[Mavan's[Words[fbrlslich[al

speciallokcasion.

Finallyll thel entouragellleaveslfor
Canaan.

Meanwhile,llYitzchakllhavingllone
tolbringDHagarObackltodAvraham)
isllin0thel Negevl areallandl goes
"intolthellieldtoltommune,before
evening".l (This,0 well arell taught,
waslhellmodelforMincha.)lAslthe
RivkalEliezerlcaravanlapproaches
froml0 al distance,0 Rivkal sees
Yitzchak,OjumpsdownlfromOher
camel,JandlaskslEliezerOdwholthat
manls.[ShelkoverstherfaceBwithlh
veillwhenlkhelskoldthatthellman
istherintendedhusband.

Eliezerl tellsO Yitzchakl everything
thatOhasloccurred.lYitzchaklOtakes
Rivkall as hisd wifell andd she
becomeslhllcomfortltolhimforlthe
lossO offl hisl mother.0 ForO us,0she
laterlbecomes[Rivkallmeinu.

Rabbi[Sholom[Gold[dpeculates[ds[to
how [alglrl [gFowing [up [it [the [(house[df
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Betuel[andMavan [dan[sb [quickly [step
into[Sarallneinu's[shoes.[His[dnswer
(beautifully Cdevelopedih L4 [$hiur) Lk

that[tCvas[D'vorah, [Rivka'sChurse

maid, Cwho[was[Ther[Jteacher[Jand
influence[in[the[Ways[df(Shra.[D'vorah
was[left[BehindLivhen [Avraham[dnd
Sara[1"madeJAliya",[for Cjust[Cthis
purpose.

Shishi [[Sixth[Aliya
| | [plsukim [II25: | (I

[P> 25:1{11)] Avraham,Ohaving
successfullyll providedl forll the
continuityl ofll whatl willl become
thelJewishNation,Onowllivesout
thel remainderl ofll hisl lifel asl a
"privatelcitizen",Osoltolspeak.0He
takesl forl himselfll al wifel named
KETURAI (whichO welareltaught
wasHAGAR )hnd[fathersixnore
children.OHeOgivesthemlgifts,out
Yitzchakll remainsl Avraham's
exclusivellspirituallheir.0(Wellcan
reallyll sayll thatl inl somel ways,
otherll peoplesl ofll thell world
followedlAvraham'sleadlindliving
monotheisticives,butthell'orah's
definitionloflIAvraham'sllineagelis
Yitzchak.)

On[thehuestion[bf[ khe[Hifferent
treatment[bf[Yishmael L{banishment)
and[thelchildrenftom [Kletural(gifts), [if
can[be[éxplained[that[there[Was[d
crucial Ldifference [betweenYishmael
andl] Ketura's[] children.[] Yishmael
challenged[Yitzchak's[ihheritance.[He
claimed[(hnd[ih [sbme[Ways[dontinues
tolclaim)[Avraham's[ldgacy. When[G[d
told[Avraham o listen[do[Sara,[He

told[Rim[tb [Bhnish[them, BECAUSE[i4
Yitzchak[Will(He [chlled[your[dffspring,
your[descentants. This[pbintbhd[td bk
made, [Ahd[A[farewell[arty [AndTdvish
provisions[fbr[the[jburneyWould[dot
have[dmade[the[point.LINo[lsuch
problem[With[Ketura'slchildren.[They
madehoSuch[dlaim.[They[did[hot
disputeitzchak's[rble.[They[rkceived
gifts.

AvrahamMiesthtlthel'ripelbldhge"
ofll 1750 (actually,OthisOisO50years
shortl ofll thell completel 1800 that
YitzchakOlaterlreachedlMvarious
reasonslarelgivenlforOthel"lost"05
years).0HisOwasOalgraceful,0good,
andl fulfillingl lifed (despitell the
toughltimesthelhad).0Helisburied
indthelOCaveloflMachpela,0where
helhadburiedBara.BothlYitzchak
andl Yishmaell takel carel ofll the
burial.

ThelTorahlimpliesOthatOYishmael
hadlrepentedOhisOwayslandOhad
becomelrighteous.0 Whatl greater
"nachas"forlhfatherthanlthat!

GOdO blessesll Yitzchakl after
Avraham'slHeath.

From[the[dact[that[Avraham[took
Keturaldonly [ after[] Yitzchak [ was
married,[the[Baal[MaTurim[says[that
this[id[the[proper[thing[tb [do [TMarry
offlybur [children, [Heforelybulyburself

remarry.
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Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
7 [plsukim [II25: 12 [18

[P> 25:12[07)] Theldescendants
ofllyishmaellbrelhowlEnumerated.
YishmaelllislOidentifiedOfullylasOthe
sonl ofl Avraham0andlHagarl the
Egyptianll maidenl ofll Sarall who
borell Yishmaell "tol Avraham".
(ThisO is quitel parallell tol the
descriptionlofllYitzchak'sOconnecl
tiondtodAvrahamUaslstatedlinOthe
beginninglofinextlweek'sOsedra.
Thisd mightl furtherll indicate
Yishmael'sll T'shuvall in0 hisl later
years. Onl thel otherl hand,
commentariespointloutlOthatOthe
wordITOIL'DOTinOtheldYishmael
contextl isll spelleddl withoutll any
VAVs,[indicatingfhOesserlktatuslio
Yishmael.)OIt0isO noteworthyl that
Yishmaelll fatheredl twelvell sons,
notllike0Yitzchak,ObutOratherOlike
Yaakov.ONotelthatllbothll Nachor
andll Yishmaell hadl their0 12
descendantslbeforelweldidl(solto
speak).0 ThislindicatesOaltougher
litelDforOthelJewishOpeoplel(somel
thingl thatll hasll beenll bornel out
overlhndoverlhgainlinlthelcourse
ofll Jewishl History,O rightd upl to
currentlevents).

YishmaelldiesOatOtheOageOofll 100
andBOandl7lyears.OThelwording
inlthelT orahliseemslto)dpurposely
parallelsOthatOwhichOwaslusedlto
describelSara'sllifespan,allfurther
indicationperhaps)bflthellchange
fortheObetterlindYishmael.ORashi
sayslthatOthelagelofllYishmaellis
includedOtoOhelplusOcomputelthe

chronologylbtllYaakov.

Thellast030p'sukimbarelrereadlfor
Matftir.

Haf¢aralll [plsukim
Melachim [Alef[IITt | (31

Thel sedrall tellsll ofl thell aging
Avrahamlbndhistaskbflproviding
forl thel continuityl ofll hisO beliefs
through[ hisl sonl Yitzchakl (even
thoughltherelwerelotherpotential
heirs).0 ThelHaftaralparallelsOthis
themelbytellinglusOofUthelaging
KinglDavidOwithOmanylpotential
heirs,OprovidingQthatOitOwouldObe
hislkonBhlomolwholwouldbelthe
nextinknhheDavidicline.OThis,
fulfillmentOoflJalpromisedmadelto
Shlomo'sll mother,0 Batsheval 0
similar0tol thel promised madelto
SaralthatDhersonOwouldlinherit.
ThelstartingldpointsaredAvraham
AvinullandDavidHamelech.OBut
noll matterl howl strongl their
personalitiesbwere,lthelchainlends
withthem[unlesslthethextzenerall
tionlisl asl strongl asl all Yitzchak
AvinullandOalShlomollHamelech.
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Parshe [Peints Go Pencer
CHAYEISARA

1) OThedTorahusuallyUdescribes[Cthe
process[dflimourninglabchying[fbllowed By
eulogizing(BECHI, Bhen [HESPED) Givhich
makes[sknse[since[firstlthere[i[the[ihitial
cryinglandthen[dnelgathersthelskrength
toldive[A[éulogy.[Why,[then,[does[the
Torah[Hescribe[Avraham[AsHirst[being
involved[ih[the[éulogy[And[thendrying
afterwards[] (VAYAVOLl AVRAHAM
LISPOD [OSARAMLIVKOTAIIB:2)?

2)[MVhy[does[the[Torah[skate[AND[SHE
FINISHED LJGIVINGOHIMOTO LIDRINK
instead[] of L] ANDO HELI FINISHED
DRINKING Ovhen[Dt[CHescribes[Eliezer's
drinking[dt[dhe Well[{24:19).[Of[dourse,
shelalready[ghve [Him [tb[drink [ahd [dow [i
wasdimply[d [atter Ldf[Rim fnishing [do
drink!

3)@MheTorah(cklates(that [RivkalWaited [fbr
Eliezer (o fInish Ldrinking[Before Ldffering
for[(theAnimals (to Cdrink [{24:19). CWhy
couldn't[she [ask[Him Whether[His[ahimals
needed ol drinkWhile[Be [Was[drinking?
Why[Waslit[specifically [dhen[His[drinking
was[]completed [Ithat[Ishe[Jasked[the
question?

ParshaPointsfoPPonder
by RabbiDov(Lipman

‘DiwvreillMenachem

In[Parshat Chayeil Saral muchl atten[]
tionlis(given/to/the[process bylwhich
Avrahamlacquired(the[parcellofland
that[] incorporated(] thel! Ma'arat
HaMachpela, [ in[lorder( tol lbury( his
wife[Sarah.[[With[lmuch[Jpomp(Jand
ceremony, the greedy( Hittite[ Efron
wheedles[ outl ofl Avraham[anl extor(]
tionate[pricelfor[the, 'Field[and the
cave(within[itfandlall[the[trees(in[the
field[] within[] all[] its[] surrounding
boundaries"[(B'reishit(23:17).

Why['would[the[ Torah[golltolIsuch
lengths[tolldescribelevery[ detail of
the( ] purchase?( ] And[] why(]in[] the
followingl | verses(|arel/weltold[|so
specifically [ lal fact[Ithat we[lalready
know, hamely,that Avraham/buried
his(wife,'In[thel cavel of( Machpelah
facinglMamre,[which(is[in[Chevron,
inthe Liandof(Canaan"?

Perhaps((Artscroll), tolinform us(that
throughl(this/purchase,thelcaveletc.
was[Jconfirmed[/(VAYAKOM) las[]an
estate[forlalburiallsite; thatlis,[as(an
everlasting possession(](ibid, [ v.19).
And[for[] thell Ha'emek[] Davar(] the
detailed[] geographicall] description
givesl] noticel] of(] thel] meritorious
privilegelof(buriallanywherelin[Eretz
Yisrael.

But onelthinglislcertain:[In[common
with(thel sites[ofl the Bet[HaMikdash
and[Yosef's[tomb, the[Machpelaliwas
purchased(] legally.[] Consequently,
therellis[nol] question,[ | and[] there
cannot/belanylquestion,[as/toJewish
rightsfo/Eretz(Yisrael.

OUllsrael Center TT928 U 12 / The ParshatiChayeilSaral5771 lissue



VebbeRebbe

QUESTION: When pieceslof the cover
or binding fall off un"old siddur_or|sefer,
canlit belleft onthe/floor or/thrownaway?

ANSWER: The[Baraita[{quoted by
the[Gemara, [Shabbat[61b)says that[if
onehasa[Name[ ofl Hashem [ on[the
handlelofldutensil, (helcuts that(Section
offTtheutensilCandputsit[ingeniza
(disposing[J of (] it[]in[J an[] honorable
manner, [ isually[through[burial).[This
ruling, dccepted By the ShulchanAruch
(Yoreh[IDeah[1276:13),lassumes[that
only(the(part(thathas Hashem’sIName
requires(genizaland(dannot/beused, [as
islexplicitly(stated ih[Arachin[6a. If'so,
one Wwould thinkthat(dertainlylthe blank
parts[ofl papers[thathavelonly[prayers
and [p’sukim Withoutthe Names Written
outshouldmotfrequiregeniza.

However,(therelis/dnother[¢oncept(that
seems(folimplyldtherwise.The Gemara
(Megilal126b)[Tsays[Ithat[Ttashmishei
kedushal(things[that(serve holylitems,
most[specificallylsacred[texts) tequire
genizalwhen[one[finishes[using[them.
Evenlthelcover(dfldisacred [text/fits(this
bill[(seelLiving[theHalachic Process,
vol. (11, [1G[6 [for[Isome[ I parameters).
Therefore, it Wwould[ seem[ simplelthat
the [page (that[the Wwords(are[written[on
shouldlbenolless than(that.[1t[is frue
thatthe Masat Binyamin[(100)(says(the
margins6fbooks doMmothavekedusha
andlhelallows[printerstolcutloffland
uselextralpaper[from[the Sides[oflthe
pages.[Helgives[severalexplanations:
themostlextremelexplaMation@ssumes

that[] only[J the[ ] minimum [ necessary
margins| needed[ for[ halachicl articles
suchlas(alsefer(Torahland Tefillinhave
sanctity.[The[Mishna[Berura[(334:50)
accepts[the[premise[that[printers[tan
uselthepartsoflthe pagestheylcutloff
in[J thelJ process.[] However,[] his
justification [is Cfor[lcases Iwherethe
seforimhavelhot[yet[beenused Cand
basedJon[Jthe[lassumption[Ithat[the
sanctificationprocess(dose notapplyto
theparts(that/aremade o Becutoff.

How/[ thenl[are[wel to[understand [ the
aforementioned [ Baraita,  which[ states
that(only(the(part(ofithe itensil that(has
Hashem’s[/Names[Jwritten[lon[lit[]is
subjectlto[lgeniza?[1The/Gemarallin
Arachin(](6a)[]cites[]the[]Baraital]in
question[in"the[tontextCof Al caselin
whichlamon[Jew[donatesan[objectfor
the[Beit[tHaMikdashGwvith[a[Namel[of
Hashem writtenonfit. TheGemara/Says
thatlonelcan femove the[Nameland ise
theCobject foranother purposeliflthe
donoreftfts se pfolthe Jewswho
receivelit.[The[Gemara,[in[éxplaining
why[thel restl can[ belused,[ says:[ a
Name, [hotlinlits[place, is hotl holy.”
Rashilhas[twolways[ ofl reading[this
Gemara:[1) when [the(sanctity[isdue(to
al Name, the[ section[ away[ froml the
Namelismot(holy;2)whenlaName/[is
putlinlan(inappropriateplace, (therelis
nol$anctity.[In[anylc¢ase, poskim[(see
Shvut[Yaakov[1,81;Piskei Uziel[26)
learn[from [here, “among[other[places,
thatithe Name[6f[Hashemlitselfimustbe
treated (tespectfullyCand (hot[destroyed
evenliflitiWwereWrittenbyld mon[Jew[or
written Thot[for[the “purpose ofl titual
sanctity.Thatis@Special Tawregarding
the[Names.However, in[tegard[tolthe
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normall tules[ofl sanctity[ ofl texts[and
items, [therelisMokedusha. That,[is Why
the[rest[ ofl thel utensil[imay[ be used
(Aruchl[] Hashulchan,[] YD[] 276:26;
Chavot[Yair(16).

In[7 contrast,[] regarding 1 al] properly
prepared[sefer, thelentirelseferwould
receivesanctityand[the margins and
coverl(seeBirkeiY osef, Orach[Chayim
154,ShiyureilBerachall)would[belat
leastltashmisheilkedusha.[The[Kevod
HaSefarim[(9:2)[ ¢cites[the[same[tuling
fromRav[Chaim(Kaniefsky. (Thelatter
is[famous (for[giving[one[Wword [answers,
solweWwould motknow/ifThis[teasoning
is[similar).[According(to[someloflthe
explanations(] ofl] thell lenient,
aforementioned  Masat Binyamin, [ the
margins ‘Would (ot[be 8anctified,land
this Owould Cpresumably Capply[to[the
bindinglaswell. [t[sunclear[whether
helwould[say(theylcould (beldisgraced,
and,if not, Gwhat[should (be done[to
prevent(that.[(SeelLiving[theHalachic
Process vol.[1 1,71 GI8)[] regarding
religious(Jarticles[that[1do[Inot[Thave
sanctitybut[shouldbel$hown[tespect

anyway.)

"BOTHIATLLENDERAND

ABORROWERBE" (partd)
THE(CHALLENGE OF MONEY

by Dr.Meir Tamari

InCany[discussionJofT theJinjunction
againstlinterest, itismecessary(to Havela
cleardefinitionJoflJwhat[Jconstitutes
interest[ according[ tol halakha. In[the
same(way!(as(what[is[kosherlin food is
notlalways[ what(is[ perfectly healthy

from[albiological "or[veterinary[view![]
point, [ so[ too, [ Thalahkic[ ribit[ lis not
always! the[lsame( las[Jinterest( in[ the
economist'sdefinition.

Theleconomist[ sees twol elements[in
interest:

Timel[factor:[The[supplier(0fithe honey
is[unable[toluselit for[as long[as(the
loan!(lis[ loperativel Jand[Iso! lloses![ the
alternative[use of his[moneylin[other
ventures. /Basically[the Cinterest paid
compensates/ Thim[ for[ Jthe[Itime[ his
money isMotlavailable; Hamtanatima'ot.

Riskfactor:[JAny[loan[or[investment
contains(anfélement(ofltisk.[Theremay
not[belany[tesultant[profit, the debtor(]
entrepreneurmay[delaypayment,thus
causing[ the[creditorfinvestor alcash[]
flow(difficulty, [or he aymot[payback
at(all. Thelcreditor(investor WillWwantto
bepaid(for(thelriskinvolved;thehigher
theriskthe higherlthelinterestrate.
Thel1halakhal] differentiates[] between
theseltwo, (between [inerely (waiting[for
repayment|and [the[tisk[factor, ¢reating
twoldefinitionsof ribit;[Ribit[d'Oraita
andRibitd'Rabbanan.

Ribit[d'Oraita,linterest[forbidden by(the
Torah,[is[Where[the tecipient[oflaToan
is(liableto[payla known [sum[for thelise
ofimoney, [ which(the[lender[receives fo
compensatehim[for[theltimelthat[he
lost[thelalternative[use[0fThis[money,
hamatanatma'ot. Therelis [@pparentlymio
mechanism( | for[ ] permit(] ting[ | Ribit
d'Oraita. [ Furthermore, I'Ribit_d'Oraita
canl[bellreclaimed [[by[the[borrower]
throughthe[Beit[Din. Thelcourt will
forceland Beathim[[the lender] hintil(he
expires[][or[repays[lthe[Jinterest[1he
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received. ] This[ is[J similar[J for[J the
transgression( | of[ ] other[ I mitzvot[ for
which[Beit[ Din[ canl imposel physical
punishment].Even(Jwhen(the(interest]
isllesslthan @lshavehp'ruta[thesmallest
sum[for[Wwhich[legal ‘redress imay[be
had], there[J is[J still(J the [ negative
injunction Jmiztvat[lo[ta'aseh], though
this maymot[be teclaimed throughthe
court.[[This[is[similar[to[the[caselof
theft whichlis forbiddenléven for[Sums
lesslthanishaveh [p'ruta, butlegal redress
is[only(to[behad [for [sumsgreaterthan
this]"[1 (Yoreh([] Dei'ah(] 161).01 It[] is
worthwhilenoting[that[ribit[éven(less
than(JalIshaveh(Ip'rutallis[Iforbidden,
irrespectiveloflwhether[it[is for(aloan
[ribit[d'Oraita] Cor[in[ the[ formJofl la
commerciallfransaction, [@xcept(that(the
latter(is[onlyforbidden By rabbiniclaw
[dRabbanan](Rama, Tur).

"In[Jthose[Jcases I where[Jthe[lreward
[interest][is[paid for[albusiness frans]
action[buying, Selling[orfinvestingthat
are[not[merely hamtanat[ma'ot][it[is
avak(ribit[dndlis forbidden [by(tabbinic
law, this[is ribit[d'Rabbanan"[(Shulkhan
Aruch[Ba'al[THaTanya, [ hilkhot[ribit,
halakha(4).[Theselarenot[tibit[d'Oraita
wherelthe(lender!(isbeing[paid [forloss
oflalternativeise0fihoney drwherelie
does[ Inot[ Iparticilllpatel lin[ Ithel Irisk.
Nevertheless, [ in[order[ to[ protect[ the
Jew[from(transgressing(the(sin[oflribit,
the[Tabbisleéxtended theprohibition[to
include anytypeloflbusiness[Ventures
whichlare[$imilar[to, yet[hot[exactly
like[those “prohibited by the Torah.
There[] exist(] halakhic[] instruments
formalizingrabbiniclinterest, heteriska;
noneJofl lthem Urelease [us Jfrom[the
obligation [fb ake lihterest freelbans.

Thelproblem[of fabbiniclinterest(éxists
in[Jalmost[ ] everyl laspect[ | ofl Imarket
activity;[] changes(] in[] pricel] levels,
currency(tates[ofléxchange, buying on
credit, hortgages, the method Gfbuying
or[Sellingin[thelstockMarkets frading
in[commodity/dr(other futuresandéven
in[buyinggovernmentbonds. Within
ourframework, it[isheither[possible
nor[desirablefoltreat them(all,lonlyfo
discusslthe moraland[ethical Cissues
raised JbyJsome]ofJthem[Jand[the
principles] of[] the[] heter[] iskal] that
regulates(all[0fthem. [Human ingenuity
is[do(creative, harkets(soldynamic,and
business[] sol] varied,[] intricate[] and
imaginative thattherelis[d[religious/and
spiritual heed[tol ensurel that[in[ each
casethe heterliskalrepresents/a/real @nd
genuinel] business[’ venture[] and[] not
simplylan[ingenious attempt[tolavoid
the(Torah's prohibitions.

Itfis(still mecessary(toBearin mind the
words Cof the IShulkhanIAruch[1Ba'al
HaTanya: "Whereveroneerred Cand
tooklavak[tibit[[thatcannotbedlaimed
in[ Beit[ Din[ byl thel borrower],[ [the
lender][should[return[the[interest,[ to
cleansel] himselfl] before[] Heaven"
(HilkhotRibit4).

RabbiWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
CHAYEI SARA

TolEulogizelandto/lWeep

Kindergartenchildrenarerdelightfully
oblivioustolthe[distinction between
what(] adults(] call(’ reality[1 and[] the
imaginaryworld. JFortheselyoung(]
sters,therelis noldifferencelbetween
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thelpeoplelinl their[‘actuall livesland
thelIpeopletheyllearnTaboutlinthe
stories’theyhear.

ForCmost[ladults, theheroesofl the
BibleJstoriesJareIhistoricalJfigures,
and(] although(] they( exist(1 in[1 our
imagination,'welknowlthat[theyare
long] gone.[1 Thesell heroes(] and
heroines, Thowever, TarelJas[realto
kindergartners“as(theirparentsand
siblingsrare.

This[hitthomel withC mel manyl years
agowhenimyloldest[daughterfwas’a
kindergarten(student.[1Shellis[1now
herself(‘al grandmother, sol that[ tells
youljustihowilongragothiswas.

Aslalllchildrenlinlal Jewish[ religious
kindergarten, by thistimeloflyearishe
hadheard manyIstories aboutSarah.
Shelknew[aboutSarah'sljourney( to
the Promised(Land, of her(trialsCand
tribulationsGnCEgypt, Cof(the fact[that
shelwas[ barren, and(of( the[joy she
experienced(] with[] thell birth[1 of
Yitzchak.

On(thelFriday[beforethe Shabbatlof
this(Tweek's[1 Torah[Iportion,[1Chayei
Sarah, shel camelhomelfrom[school
distraught, OwithtearsCflowing Cdown
her(Jlittlelcheeks."Mommy,idaddy,"
shelcried.Didlyou'hear?[Sarah(died,
Sarah(died!"[Shelwaslin[the gripsLof
alsadness(veryI(closefolreallgrief;for
Sarahlhadlbecome!lalliving(figure for
her,(much(tolthe creditlof(theteacher
whofoldher[Sarah's(story.[Fewloflus
adults[willCexhibit_emotionthisfweek
asl[welread[of[Sarah's[demise.[Butll
wager(l therell arel] numerous
kindergartenJage[lboys[Jand_girlsCin
Jewish(schoolsiwholwillishedtears.

ForrthoseloffusiwholstudythelTorah
portionCweekly, deathanddyinglare
notCunfamiliar.CFrom[the(firstthuman
beingwhorldied,Tironically1through
murder,] until(J the[] near] death(] of
Yitzchak[of(which(we tead last week,
theJTorahUhas[reported dozensof
deaths(tolus.

ButlItherel[is[1somethingl]especially

poignantJandmovingaboutSarah's

death,leven(tolusljadedladults.[This

is[partlylbecause, forthe(firsttimerlin

theJTorah, JweJhavethelreportof
another(] person's(] reaction(] to(] the

deathloflallovedlone.\Welteadlof(a

bereaved(1Avraham,Jallloving[Thus(]
bandlwholcomes("toleulogizel Sarah

andffolcryforrher."(B'reishit[23:2)

For(the(first(time, welllearn_iof( the
human(capacity(tolexpressemotions
throughreulogy.

Thell Talmud(] hasl(] all fascinating
discussionlfoverlthenhaturelofreulogy,
ofChesped.!'Is[aleulogyldesignedrio
benefit the[dead?"[asks[the Talmud.
"OrTislit[for[thebenefitrof thelliving
survivors,thelmourners?"

ThelTalmudlhas(its[own[conclusion,
butitherelcanbenoldoubtithatfroma
psychologicalperspective,theleulogy
does(both.(lt[honors theldead, andTit
provides] thell mourner with( the
opportunitytolgivevent[to hisCgrief
andfolachievelaldegreeloficatharsis.

Perhaps(thisCiswhyCAbrahamCboth
"eulogizes"(Sarahland('cries for(her".
InthisMeulogy"helhonorslherlperson,
hercharacter,"herfachieveTments(in
life.[1By"crying[for[her",[Jhel[Igives
voice[to[This[profound“sense[of[ the
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lossloffhislife's(partner.

IJ canld never( forget] theD powerful
experiencellhadllongragolinialwork!
shop(ledbyrthefamedpsychologist,
VirginiaCSatir.(Shelaskedlustoleach
retreat(tolalprivate[corner(ofithellarge
roomlandtoldevotelalquietChourto
meditateupon, andliffwewished, 1o
recordlinCwriting, theeulogythat[we
imaginewouldbewrittenforuswhen
weldied.[1l'rememberTsilentlyfadding
tol) thosel] instructions(| thel] words
"...after1207years".

This[] exercisel | forced[] us(]tol]look
deeplyl] within(] ourselves(] and(] to
determine[whatwas[permanent.and
worthyinOourlives,DJandJhow [ Jwe
wishedtolbelfemembered byrothers.
After(] alJ few[] moments(] into[] the
exercise, [ thel initial(] silencel] was
broken(! byl sobs,[] byl sighs,[] by
weeping.Afterthathour, thel'group
gatheredlandmanysharedléxtremely
moving[feelings, andreported much
selffdiscoveryrandrselflrevelation.

Ifldon'tirecommend (this[éxperience(to
you,[dearlteader,Unlessyoultanldo
solinthepresenceloffairustedfriend,
preferablylalperson(trainedlincoping
with[JtheTfeelingsthatcanTpossibly
emergefromsuchranrexercise.Butll
doldrawlupon(thelexperiencel 1 had
that[daytolunderstandwhatothers
golthroughrinithelinevitable process
of(] grief(] and(l mourning.C] 1] do
continuallyrgorbacklinfmyrmemoryto
that[daytorunderTstandmyselfCand
toJ evaluate[I myllown(]life[Jand[Jits
successes(! and(] failures,
accomplishments[andfrustrations.

AndCICdolrelyCupon(thelreactions(l

witnessedland[ personally underwent
that[dayltolunderstandlourlpatriarch
Avrahamland(his needto bothMeulo]
gize[Barah,[ANDItolcryforiher." (1

The[Puah(Institute
forFertilityland|Gynecology'in|Accordance with Halacha

More on BRCA...

AsTwe’vellstated[Jin[Jour[Ipast[]few
columns, [the BRCA mutation has been
associated[ ] with[lal higher[risk[ for
contracting[certain[fypes(oficancer.[We
havebeendiscussing['whether[Jit[Jis
obligatoryl(to[reveallthat (One(is(a carrier
oflthe(BRCA [mutation[when[entering
intolalshidduch.[(Welnow[turn[to[a
related[] question[] concerning[] the
possibility6fipreventing(the[passingion
oflithe BRCA mutation.

Welhave[Jalreadyl !discussed [ Jvarious
aspects[ lofl JalIprocedure( Icalled[Ipre![]
implantationgenetic diagnosis[((PGD),
which(] affords[]) thel] possibility[] of
assessing[ | embryos( | during[ lan[]IVF
procedure, Cand [ transferring[only[the
desiredones.

True, PGDlismot@pplicabletoldachand
everylgeneticldisposition.[Where(there
is[alclear(genetic[marker, however, [Wwe
havel] the[] medicall knowledge[] and
know how [fo(uiselit. [Thehalachicfand
ethicallquestion(then [becomesWhether
welought[folémploy(thisfechnology. Tt
isCimportant[torememberthat [ PGD
requires’] under[T] goingl] in[vitro
fertilization, [ an[intensiveland[invasive
procedureJwhich[Jitselfl raises Jmany
halachiclquestions. Manyposkimwill
notallowJanCelective (IPGD Udue[Cto
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possiblel complications[oflthe [ TVF.[In
light(oflthiswe hust(dskWhether[PGD
whichlisdonefoldiscoverland €liminate
the[1BRCA I mutation[] ought[/to[]be
considered[ elective, [ or[hot.[ Arelthere
situationsinwhich[it[would[not[be
permitted foindergoIVE?

Beinglalcarrier [0flthe[BRCA [inutation
isdot[an fillness [inland oflitself, butmay
belassociated lwith[Jahigher[JTeven
significantlyThigher FtisklofT¢contract[]
ing[ cancer.[ While[it[is[ certainly[true
that ‘not[éveryonewho is al¢arrier Wwill
get[¢ancer,and[not everyonewholgets
cancer[is[alcarrier,  the[ twolmay[be
linked.'Wellcan[therefore Jempathize
withlalcouplelthat[wishes[toltundergo
the [procedurelindrderfforeduce the risk
that[theirCchildrenmight[contractthe
diseaseland possiblybecomelcarriers.

InUJour(discussions[lwith[Jthe Jmajor
poskim,[Jalmost[lall[Isaid/ they would
permit[al couplel tol indergo! PGDI for
BRCA mutation. [Thesmall niumber ithat
do[not[allowDitCclaim[Cthat CIVF s
permitted[ only[in[cases[ oflinfertility,
and[ not[ for[Igenetic[ disorders.[ They
wouldCallow [IVFCand[PGD[for[lifel]
threatening[geneticlabnormalities[such
as[1Tay[Sachs[]disease, [ Ibut[Inot[]for
electivelprocedures/lsuch(asfor BRCA
mutations.

However, thost6flthe [foskim[dopermit
PGDrandtheTaccompanying [IVF for
BRCA mutation, sinceltheseprocedures
canlassure(that[the[¢ouplewill[havela
healthy(] child.[] They[] will[] then[] be
reassuredJand[more[Jeager[to[Thave
additionalchildren.

Thelquestion(then [rfemains:(Is/it/obligal]

tory[ for[lal woman[ whollis[a[ BRCA
carrier( 'to[ lundergo! PGD?[ Must[ she

undergo [ treatment[in[order tol ensure
that(she has healthy/children?

Welwill[discuss[this[question"in our
nexticolumn.

Maharal Djn D‘l)e IBecl’ra

TheHiddenMeaning
of Eliezer's(Gifts

B'reishit[24:22 [[[The [chan[tbok[algold
nose[Fing[veighingChUbekalhnd[two
bracelets[fbr[Her[akms[Weighing[tén[gbld

shekels.

Rashi:[Bekal[Thalf[shekel] [ [E@nEllusion
tolthe[Bekalper[Head[donation[to[the
Mishkan[] [Sh'mot[] 38:26];[1 the[] two
bracelets(allude[tdthe [tWoltablets[df[the
covenant,[And[the (den[$hekels[Ho[the
Ten[@ommandments[upon[them[]

Gur[Arye:LTThe[idrash[huoted [by
Rashi[JB"R[80:16]Lik[derived[from[Lthe
apparently Lsuperfluous[detail ClofLlthe
description[df[thegifts.[(Why[dllude [fo
something[JRivka[Jcould[notClpossibly
understand?[ThednswerLis[her[inazal
[celestiall] counterpart][] understood
[Megila[3a].[Bliezer (Rinted[dt[the[Beka
commandment,the[donation[For[the
offerings,[Because[he[daw[Her[do[Bel[d
person[dflidind[deeds[Rashi[24:14].[The
sacrifices[produced[d[pleasant[droma"
[Sh'mot[29:25][hinted[At[by[he [hose
ring, [for[the[dose[denses[droma.[Also,
the[Half[shekel Mas[sed[fbr[thelavoda,
the[dervice[df[(Hashem Lih[the[Mishkan.
Theldwolbracelets[hinted[At[ the [ dwo
tablets, [ Fepresenting[Torah.[ Now[ve
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have [Shimon[HaTzadik's[three[dillars[dn
which[the[World[stands IMorah, [Service,
and[Good[MDeeds.[OncelheWitnessed
her[dood[deeds,[dne[dflthe[Gillars,[He
hinted[tb[Rer[she[dould[mherit[the[dther

two.

ColumnDarepareaﬂrg 0D UV loshe X b

Praying@oith™assion
Givingmore[meaningtolour(T'fillah
OneWeek[at(aTime

Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author

BirchotHaShachar
(partltén)

DR PR TR 7, T0I0m TiX
.09 227 017 2122 PY

Translation:

May!it'be Your(will, HaShem my God and God
of iylancestors, fosavelme todaylandevery'day,

Theme:
Anlebsential cbnceptlofithelplayer

Our[Only[Protection

It[i8[dnly [through[Hashem’s[gracelthat
welhre[protected[ from khe[many
dangers,[ both[physical CAnd[$piritual,
thatldrklaround|us.

Insight: Deeperlneanings...

KeepingUsffomHarm

Look[dt[the (orld[@roundyoulfbr[4d
moment.[] The airOis filled [ with
microbes.[IThe[kity[lstreetsCharbor
legions[bf[Helons.[On[thelhighways,
driversLivho[dre[dired, [distracted[br

justldon’tldrive Mery [Well[sbeed[along
atll1 0lkim [ah (hour. If's [almiracle[that[al
person(nakes[itlthrough [aldhy.

Looking[dt[dhe orld[from[d[Jewish
perspective, [it[i [ihdeed [dlmhiracle[1[H
miracle (rrought[Hy[dur[daily[drayers.
The[Hanswer” [do[durlpgrayersWeldre
looking[fbrWhen [We[piray[id[all laFound
us, [ih[theldisasters[thatldon’t[Happen,
the[Hiseases[ that[ Hon’tLktrike,[the
enemies[that[Hon’t[httack.[ Hashem
answers[us[ih [Ways[Welcdannot[deadily

perceive.

The[BneilJYissascharexplains[lthe
following[¥ersesvith [#his Cimportant
concept:[Praise[Hashem, [l [Chations;
praise[Him,[&llCthe[3tates! [For[His
kindness[Has[dverwhelmed[us,[ahd[the
truth[Cof[(Hashem [k [dternal” [T hilim
[17:12).cWhyOwouldClthe Cnations
praise[Hashem for [(His[goodnessLdn
our[bkhalf?[HowI[db [they [elen [khow[df
thefvor[that[Hashem [Bestows[dn His
people?

Thefactlis[that[the[hations[bf[ the
world[atelattuallylmhoreaarethan e
of[(dHashem’s[Jkindness Cltoward Cus,
because[theyldnow[dflthe[dlots[Heing
planned[akainst[us [([Tikhemes[dfWhich
welJare[Jcompletelyignorant.[JThat
ignorance[$temsHrom[the Hact[that
Hashem[prevents[the[isfortune[bf
thoselelil[plots[flom[even [approaching
us.

Visualize:
Imagesl[thatbling[thelplayer[td [ife

How[Hashem[Helps
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SCENARIOH#I

Alrhan[i$[dccosted[By[aldriminal dho
waves[h[gun[in[hisCHirection[hnd
demands[His[Wallet.[Suddenly, [al[olice
officer[dn[alrbutine[patrol[Hotices[the
crimeldinCprogress[hnd[tescues[ the
victim.

SCENARIOER

Another[Younglhan[ik[Walking[down
the[Ostreet, (dlwhenhe[Cnotices[lthe
commotion(id [ah [alleyway [k [the[pblice
arrest[the[&riminal. [(Had [he[left[his
home[alnhinute [arlier,[He Would[Have
been[thevictim!

SCENARIOEB

AlPpedestrian[ldecides[ ko[ ltake[khe
longer[ceniclrbute” [throughlthe phrk
toLWork.[ He'llChever[know[ that[h
criminal bhd [bken Iyling[id Whait[along(hls
usuallcbute.

Atltheldonclusion [df[Birkat[Avot[{first
brachalLbf[ the[[Amida)inCbur[Haily

Shemoneh [Ekrei, Welshy thatHashem[id
a[Helper[{Ozeir),[d[8avior[{Moshi'a)

and[h[ Bhield[{Magen).[ Rav[ Dessler

(Michtav[Mei’EliyahuMol.[4,[page[85)

explains[that[#hese[Words[tepresent

the[three[TevelsLdf{Heavenly[Help[d

person[nlay[réceive.[Hashem[chnhklp[al
person[ih[the[nhidst[dfldanger;[Helchn

save[the[personfrom[thelimpact[&f
danger;[or,[He[dan[provide[d[shield,

behindCwhich Ckthe CpersonivesCin

tranquil sécurity.[Thus,lelen though e

areldompletely lunaware[df[it, [We [chay

be[benefiting[greatly (from[Hashem’s

help.

Try€his:

Imagine[h[huge[ torporation[ivhose
workers[dre[Blissfully[dnaware[that[d
major[downsizing[i [(Being[donsidered
aslalnheans(oflihprovinglthelcbmpany’s
bottom[line.[At[the[Tast[thoment,[the
topLaxecutives[dpareltheldtaff(dfl the
dreaded[xe.”

AUewish[Lémployeelfervently[praying
for[Hislivelihoodlih [grayer[dn[dldaily
basis[1has[1no[JidealIthat[1Hashem
responded [tb[His[Heartfelt[grayers[By
enabling[Him [to [keep [Hisjbb. [Vividly
imagine[dhe[profound[denseldf[delief
and[gratitude[dhat[Wvould[flood Your
heart[if[jou[Heard[that[the[Business’
owners[Werel[dontemplating[Tying[dff
workers[ih[this[Hown[dconomy’,[But
then[¢hanged[heir[nind.[Take[that
feeling[df[rklieflWith [ybuWhen ybulshy
the[Words[SHETATZILEINICHAYOM
UVCHOLNOM, [rkscuel[mhe [tbday[ahd
every[dhy.

Different] from[\ the! last” of!] the' Birchot
HaShachar, which!is'a' communall prayer, (this
Y'HI'RATZONLis the individual'srequest of
Hashem forprotectionwhen he, personally, not
havingthel communal merit,[is threatened by
impending|danger (Rav Schwab on Prayer, page 47)
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

The[Brisker[RavWent[tb [Switzerland [fbr
health[#easons,[Where[he[3tayed[dt[3d
Jewish[Cdesort.[(While[dhere,[he[dnet[d
man[named [Skernowitz.[The[Brisker [Rav
jumped[at[the[inention[bf[the[hame.
“Sternowitz? CAre[Joulby[Any[thance
from[theillage [ bf[ kolahdlsb?”[I‘No,
Rebbe,” [shid[the [mhan.

“DolyoulByldny[dhancelhaveldelatives
whollived[there?” [pkrsistedthe Brisker.

“Well,(I[did,” [daid Cthe [than, (but [they
were[all[killedid[the Holocaust.Mlam[the
only [dne[dflthe [&ntire fmily [Who [ [still

alive.”

Upon[iearing[this, (the [Brisker [Ravtold
thelrksortldwner, [This[8 [alchuse[fbr(al
festive[d meal.[] 1] have [ finally[1found
Sternowitz!”[JThe[Brisker [CIRav[then
related[thefbllowing[story.

Shortly[dbefore (IWorld (IWarll,Clthe
Brisker[RavLhnd[his[Ckon[CverelIn[Ch
certain[tbwn,[Mhen[Mord[camelthat[the
war[Had[Begun.[Reople[dropped[dveryl[]
thingUandfled Clbefore[lthe [dGerman
onslaught.[The[Brisker[Rav[andHis[son
purchased [krain[fickets Cwith ChllClkhe
money [they[Bad,[dndWhen[their[drain
arrived[Jat[lthe[ldestination Con Cltheir
tickets,[they [Were[dompletely[stranded,
with[ho[Cinoney[fo[ tontinue[bn[their
journey.[TThe[Brisker[Rav,[vith[total
faith, [tbld [his[sbn [that[there [Was[nbothing
toWorrylabout,[ahd[slire[ehough I&ven
though[this[olated[Place[did[dot[Have
any[Jews[IITh[Jew[hamed[ Bternowitz
disembarked[]from[dthe[d next[dtrain.
Hearing[dfftheir[distress, (hetbok [dut[his

walletlahdI&nt[them[the[mhoney[Heeded
to[dompleteltheir(jburney.[The[Brisker
Rav[tbld[the[than[that[Be [ Would[depay
theCdmoney[lwhen[helhrrived Cht[his
destination,[But[By [the [time[He[drrived
there,[theWar[Had[dngulfed[the[dntire
country,[ahd[there[Was[no[Way[tb[mhove
about.[TheldebtrEmained[uhpaid.

Everincelthat[ime, [forfifteenLears,
the[Brisker[Rav[Had[thied[tb[find [alWay
to[depay[that[Toan.[Tt[(had[daused [him
countless[3leeplessChights: CHow[¢an[1
ascend[to[bur[Father[in[Heaven[4nd
havelah [uhpaid[debt?” [hk [Keptlrkpeating.

Now, [that[He[Had [fbund[the[dnly[living
heirLbf[dhe[Sternowitz[family, [he [vas
finally [able[tb[pay[Hack[that[debt.(t[Was
indeed [alchuse[fdr[cklebration.

CHIZUK #gDuUD

DivreiTorah|from the weeklylsedra
with'alfocusanlivinglin'Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not(yet Olim

Therelisnb(dbubtlthatlohe [oflthe [Most
difficultChspectsLofLhliyalldis[leaving
behind[family[And[ovedLbnes[When
moving.[This[idttuetbday [id [the [ela [of
instant[global[cbmmunication,[ahd[Was
certainly[] the[] case[] in[J previous
generations[When[traveling[ to[lsrael
meant[llengthy, LlifCInot[Jpermanent,
separation.

In[ohany [Ways[the[avot[ahd[ihahot[ale
our[mhodelsfor[aliya. Mdfidteresting[tb
note,[however, (that Cof[AlI[the Cblim
among[them, [dnly [dne[ohoved [t [drael
onlberlawn.[While[Avraham[ahd[Shrah
came[as[Ja[JfamilyCtogether Cwith
Avraham's[nkphew, [[bt, [ahd Yaakov [H]
toshav[_thozer[1TlFeturned Cwith Lhis
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wives[dnd[dhildren[dfter Ldnany [Years
livingLdin[Ckhe [ Diaspora, Conly CRivka
comesl[ahn [hler [awn [tb[cl-eate [alnkw(life

in[Srael.

InCourCparshalCwel find Ch[Clengthy,
repetitive, LHescription Lbf{ Avraham's
servant'sCéxperiences[ds[heldrranges
for[Rivka[to[Be[daken[ds[d[Wife for
Yitzchak.[These[degotiations[dnd [With
the[Question[being[posed[to[Rivka:
"Will dou [gh [With [this[ghan?" [tb [Which
shelrkplies[ih [alsingle Word[MYes".[She
is[rbady [tb[[dave [HerfEmilyahd[ftiends
andlebarkloh [aInkw [ifeid [drael.

Andlid[alsingle [phssage, [the [Morah hints
at[Her[sliccess[in [establishing[hlerselflin
thisLInewllenvironment.LlUponlher
arrivalLin[Israel, [LYitzchak [brings Lher
into(His[mhother's[tknt, [ah [akt[that[the
midrash[idterprets[ak[mheaning[thatlshe
replaced(Shrah id fdurways:

*» The[CpermanentLkloud[that[ktood
abovelthe[tknt[deturned [IIhdicating
theDivine[Presence,

¢ Theldoors[dflthe[tént[Wereldpenfbr
allldoLénter[[ihdicatingLdommunity
servicelahdlcbmmitment,

* TherelWas[al["blessing"[ih[the[dough
that[Was[Baked[[ihdicating[flnancial

success,

* There[Was[4[¢andle[burningldrom
Friday Lhight[to[Friday Chight[ IIThn
indication[J of [ shalom [ bayit, [] of
successful Emily [ife.

Wereltheselthingsehsy[tbakcomplish?
Welknow[Hrom[hext[iveek's[parsha
that[ac[Iast[sbme[dflthem[Were[dot.
Butlthelpictureldflahlalah [hhdashalwho

findsUsuccess IIIeconomically[Jand
spiritually, Ckogether LwithCkommunal
andf@milial[lfillment, [id [Ways[that[she
could[dot[Haveldone[Mback[Home" ]
servesla$almodel fdr[ukltdbday.

Rabbi Shalom Z. Berger, Efrat

CHAYEI SARA Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Why Go Back?

Context: As Avraham's life draws near its
end, he turns to his trusted servant
(identified by the rabbis as Eliezer) and
instructs him to return to his homeland,
Aram Naharaim, in order to find a wife
for Yitzchak. He specifies that he does
not want Yitzchak to marry a woman
from the Canaanite nations that
surround him. (Aram Naharaim s
generally identified as the area bounded
by the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Padan
Aram, mentioned in the text as the
birthplace of Rivka and the home of her
extended family, refers to a specific
region within Aram Naharaim.)

Questions: Avraham's decision seems
completely counterintuitive. Why does
he send Eliezer back to Aram Naharaim
to find a match for Yitzchak? After all,
isn't this the very land that Avraham
himself was commanded to leave at the
dawn of his career? The patriarch's own
journey was launched when God
commanded him to separate himself
from his homeland, his birthplace and
the home of his father. What possible
reason could there now be to return to
that land?

Complicating matters is the fact that
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there would seem to be absolutely no
moral difference between the inhabi
tants of Canaan and the inhabitants of
Aram Naharaim. Both locations are
populated by idol worshipers.

It cannot be said that Avraham does not
want his son to intermarry; there are no
Hebrews in either location.

Approaches:

A. Some commentaries suggest that
Avraham specifically wanted a wife to be
chosen for Yitzchak from his own family.

The Midrash Hagadol suggests two
reasons for this preference. Firstly,
Avraham reasoned to himself, "The
people | should first convert to Judaism
are the members of my own family."
Secondly, Avraham believed that the
members of his family were "nearer to
repentance.”

One possible problem with this
interpretation lies in the fact that
Avraham does not directly refer to his
family in his instructions to Eliezer. He
simply tells his servant to return to his
land and his birthplace.

Eliezer, on the other hand, during his
negotiations with Lavan and Bethuel
(Rivka's brother and father), does
mention that Avraham wanted him to
choose a wife from the patriarch's own
family. The commentaries note that this
is one of a number of variations between
Avraham's instructions and Eliezer's
repetition of those instructions. These
variations demonstrate Eliezer's
diplomatic skill as he endears himself to
Rivka's family.

B. A number of commentaries, among
them Rabbeinu Nissim Ben Reuven (the
Ran) do suggest a fundamental moral
contrast between the inhabitants of
Canaan and those of Aram Naharaim.

While both cultures were idolatrous,
Canaanite society was particularly
marked by its evil practices. Over and
over again, the Torah speaks of the
abominations perpetrated by the nations
of Canaan. Rashi states, "The nations [of
Canaan] conquered by the Israelites were
more corrupt than any other."

Forced to choose between two idola
trous societies as the source of a poten
tial mate for his son, Avraham avoids
society marked by immoral behavior.

Given the evil nature of Canaanite
society, one might ask why God
commanded Avraham to relocate
specifically to Canaan. Two answers
might be proposed:

1. The land itself embodied a special
sanctity in spite of the evil nature of its
inhabitants.

2. Avraham was safer in a society that
was more clearly evil than in his home
land, where the danger was subtle and
the culture potentially more attractive.

C. Perhaps, however, a totally different
explanation for Avraham's decision to
send Eliezer back to Aram Naharaim
might be proposed. This approach
depends upon seeing Parshat Chayei Sara
as a cohesive unit with one overarching
theme that marks the culmination of
Avraham's career.

Chayei Sara can be neatly divided into
two major sections: the purchase of the
Cave of Machpeila as a burial site for Sara
and the selection of Rivka as Yitzchak's
wife. As we have noted elsewhere,
however, beneath the surface of the first
section lies an even more important
narrative: Avraham's dramatic
negotiation for self definition as a ger
v'toshav, a stranger and a citizen.

We have also discussed how Avraham,
through this two word phrase, not only
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describes himself but also delineates the
place his descendents will take in society
throughout the ages. To survive and to
succeed the Jew must be both a stranger
and a citizen in in any country where he
lives, participating in the culture that
surrounds him while maintaining his
own unique identity.

Having arrived at his own self definition,
perhaps Avraham now looks towards the
future and begins to fear: "I have been
able to strike the balance necessary for
my survival because | began in this land
as a stranger. | came from a foreign land,
and have always been able to maintain
my distance from those within Canaan.
Yitzchak, however, is different. My son
was born here. He is too close to those
around him. He is familiar only with this
culture, with this population and with
this land. How do | know that he will
learn to discern the dangers that
surround him? How do | know that he
will be able to distance himself from
elements of this society counter
productive to his spiritual development?
How do | know that he will maintain the
appropriate balance and truly be a ger
v'toshav?"

Avraham then sets about guaranteeing
the continuation of his legacy. He
determines that at least one member of
the next generation must make the same
journey that he made, from Aram
Naharaim to Canaan. More important
than the physical journey, however, will
be the philosophical journey. Yitzchak's
wife will, it is to be hoped, be able to see
herself as a ger v'toshav. She will begin
with a natural distance from the
Canaanites surrounding her. Given her
foreign background, she will have a head
start in maintaining the perspective
needed to discern and confront the
dangers around them.

In short, Avraham does have a deep
ulterior motive for sending Eliezer back
to his birthplace to find a wife for
Yitzchak. The patriarch hopes that his
son's wife will ensure the survival of the
Jewish people by maintaining the
delicate balance of self definition that he
himself has achieved.

Towardsbetter
Kashrut/Awareness

Excerpted[flom[ahatticle[id the [OU's
Behind[theDnion[Symbol

Easy(tb[Bat;[Complex[tb
Certify[The Yogurt[Story

YOGURTLIWASLIFIRSTLIPRODUCED
thousands[dflykars[ago.DairyHistorylahd
legend[ihdicate[that[Yogurt[driginated[ih
IranClor (T urkey...CAn 11900, Ch[(Russian
biologist,[ Dr.[llya[ Metchnikoff, [bf[ the
PasteurCInstitute Cin[Paris, Cas[Cable[fo
isolate[] bacillus[J cultures [ for[] yogurt
production,[marking[Clthe [beginningClof
modernQjogurtlthanufacture.[Dr.[Metch [
nikoffldemonstrated[thatlybgurt’s[bhcteria
fought[dangerous[germs[ih[the[dolons[df
mammals,[dnd[He [dheorized [the [Positive
effects[bf[ yogurt[bacteria[kultures[bn
humans...Mogurtidlpbpulartbday [Because
of(dhe Wariety [df[fastes[dnd [(Because [&f
health[bknefits...

Yogurt[is [an [ditralpliable fbod [Which [dan
be[manipulated, [ffilled, Clthickened[Jand
flavoredLih Ldountless[dvays. [(Wnlike Ldhost
dairy[Cproducts,[YogurtlhasWirtuallyCho
bounds...[The[health[benefitsCdf[Jogurt
are[huite[linique.Clts[bacteria[tultures
assist[ih [the[digestive[and [gastrointestinal
tracts,[dnd[they[dnhance[dverall [inmun]
ityl] byl attacking[] diseaselpromoting
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organisms[throughout[the[body’s[food
trail. (dtO3sCeven[Chuspected [khat[kome
infections[AndCpreltlimorous[tonditions
may [be [killed by lybgurt’s[ive [bhcteria.

Oflall[dhiry[products, [ybgurtlidlamong[the
most[tomplex[dn[termsbflitsCkosher
requirements[ahd[proper[shipervision.

Basie[ | Production Allllyogurt
begins[With[ohilk. [(The [ohilk’s [ft [rhtio [thay
be[ddjusted[By[ddding[dream[dr[don[ft
dryCinilk.CAfterwards, C3ugar Cor[Artificial
sweetener[inay[(be[hdded.[Stabilizers (1]
which[cteatelthe[desired[cbnsistency [[ile
then[Batched[ihto[the [ogurtlthix.[Then,
the[mhix [i8[uUsually [Pasteurized, [slibsequent
to[Which[id[id[dosed With[akid [Based[dairy
cultures...[the[rhass[id [ft[tb[ihcubate[fbr
alspecificlamount(dfltimefid[closedybgurt

vats.

Followinglihcubation, (fruit[illing, (lavors
andlévenldolorants[ihay[Be[ddded.[The
productlis[thenfilled[ihto Ldups[dr[dubs
andlidlrbady[td[gb. [(t[dlihportant[tdnbte
that[the[dnly (Hot[ghase[i$ [Jasteurization.
The[dest[dflthe[grocess[is[dold,[dmbient

orlwarm.)

This[hllCkeems[Chretty Cktraightforward.
Why, [then, [did [We [thake [dertification [df
yogurtldut[tb[ble[sblcbmplex?
Let’s[gb[through[sbmeldflthe[above[steps
again[thore[darefully,[thisldme[from[the
perspective [oflallkbsher [ckrtifier.

Ingredients Milk[isilk.[Noldosher
problems[hkre.

Cultures,[however,[hre[hnother[ktory.
Mostldhiry[cliltures[alelgrown[id [dbs[that
handle[Rosher[dnd[don Kosherhaterials
beyond[the[imagination.[Some[tultures
are[dgrownd on[surfaces[dwhich[are
non[Kosher,[ahd[sbme[ale[nourished With
nonldosher] nutrients.[] Culturesl] are

kosher[dnly When[their[ehvironments[ahd
nourishments[dre[fllly[Rosher.[Thus, e
areMorking[ith[pletty[sénsitivelidsues.

Cream[And[Chon[ftCHry Cinilk, Clised[(Fo
adjust] yogurt[] fat[] ratios,[] are[] also
kosher[sknsitive.[1Some [ cream[(called
“wheyl¢ream”)CtanCderive [fromCvhey,
whichUisCoftenChon osher,Chnd Cleven
regularLkream[{called[}‘sweetl kream”)
frequently[khares[equipment[used[for
non [Kosher[whey[creamCmanufacture.
Nonfat[dryCilk Cdan [Be[dried [ih C3pray
towers[] alsol] used[] for[] processing
non[Kosher[meats,[ kheeses,[ktc.[TThus,
properMosher[suipervisionfbrldream[ahd
non[ft[dry [nilk [id[dkfinitely [nkcessary!

When[We[get[tb [stabilizers, (e lapproach

the[thost[Hazardous[drea [df[ogurt[derti[]
fication.[The[decent[drend[Ghthe ogurt

industry[Bas[Been [do [ihcrease[the[thick[]
nessLdflproduct,[dreating[d[(ISwiss[style”

consistency.[Thelthostldommon [skabilizer

to[dchieve [this[desultik[delatin,(host[df

which [cbmes[ftom [the (Hones[ahd (hides[df

non[Kosher[@nimals. It [ [fbr[this[deason

thatCinany arietiesLbf[yogurtLbear[ho

kosher[dymbolLdr[ust[feature[d[generic

“K”,Qvhich [k Cdommonly Ldsed [(By[dome

kosher[] agencies[] that[] permit[] the

consumption Lof[gelatin[CJderived [from

non[kosher[dources[ih[Rosher[products.

Most[widely[akcepted [kosher[Chgencies,

however, Wil Chot[tertify[duch[Yogurts,

duedtothepresenceof[Inon ddosher

gelatin...[Btabilizers[bresent[In[kosher[]
certified [ogurt[are[dxclusively [starchIBr

gum [bhsed.[Thesel[stabilizers[Heed[droper

kosher[certification,[las[lthey[lcan[be

processed[dn[donKosherldquipment[and

canlelenlcbntaintrace [amounts[dflgklatin,

iflnotproperlysiipervised.

Fruit(illings,[(flavorsChnd[tolorants[Chre
often[nbn Kosher-...
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Kosher[Production Thelffirst
stepLin[tertifying[the [kosher [3tatus[Cbf
yogurt[is[tb[dscertain[that[dll [ihgredients
are[kosher.[The[next[thskid[tb[determine
ifCJthe Oplant[alsoCdmakes Cnon ddosher
productlahd [THlsb[[Ttb evaluate [hether
orChot[theCplantCtan[handle[dCkosher
programinOlight ofCitsClnon (kosher
production...

Thereldrelflve[dategoriesLdf[dondosher

issues:[(1) (Batching, [(2) [pasteurization, [(B)
postlphsteurization,[(4) (formulas[dnd[{5)

kosherization.

[Ed.Cinote:I We_ havel| omitted | the paragraphs
explaining'each'of the fivelstages of production as
mentioned above, duelto'lacklof space. The whole
articlelandthe rest\of thelmagazine can'be found at
www.oukosher.org/pdf/BTUSsummer.pdfl 1 T many
otherarticles! of!interest| can| be' found there as
well.]

Weldow[Have[d[Better [Understanding[df
the[Marious[losher [i$sues[that[Jertain[tb
yogurt.[1Additives, Ustabilizers,[lcultures,
flavors[ahd[elquipment[ohake lybgurt[lihto[al
complex[product.

Complex...butldklicious.

ParshaPix
explanations

& Upper [3ft:[300 Silver Cpieces (Hhat
Avraham[bhndedlolerltd...

%’ EFRONDO (pencildd =CJ IPARON,
heteronym*[of[EFRON)

*Onelof twolorimorewords that havelidentical
spellings() but(] different’| meanings!) and
pronunciations... E.g. lead, thelsoft\metal, and

lead, as in[what alleader does. Hetero Tnyms
arelinore.common_in[ Hebrew when e spell
without NIKUD(vowels)

W Pencil sharpener[is aIM'CHADEID,
tolsharpen 2 [II'CHADEID,[dne[df
Yishmael'slsbns,[AHADAD

& V'LIVKOTAHOs DwrittenOwith Ch
small[KAF[inder[thelpencil (ITH
small[khf,alk.a.[aIdemitassespoon

& GIdOblessed(JAvraham CJBAKOL.
Thereis[Jan ClopinionUCthat Cehis
blessingLihcluded[d[preciousLgem
thatl] had[] miraculous[] curative
powers.[That's[ifluhderthe B'H

%’ There'sChChpeechBubbleSwith [k
chain [id[if [standing[for MAYOMAR,
and[He[(Eliezer)[shid, (Mhich [id[rkad
with (2he SHALISHELET Dichain)
note

' BARUCHIHASHEM [vas [3aid Cby
Eliezer [{Otherslih[Chumash[Who
said[ B"HAre[No'ach[And[Yitro.
Lavangbtclose, bl [ukingthe[phrase
B'RUCHLI HASHEM.I Soll did
Avimelech[tb[Yitzchak.[Notice[the
common [factor[ih[those[Who shid
B"H).

%’ Dakva's[Skenedf[Rivka[atthe Lell
(orDtas[itlalspring?)

%’ Oneldflthe [gold[rings[Bliezer[gave
to[Rlivka

%’ The[XedoutChurkey CplatterCls
Eliezer's[defusal (o [dat[Beforelhe
hadlcbmpleted[Business."

%’ Goodlthing, Ebo, Bkcause [Chvan Bhd
poisoned(the fdod[(poisonlsymbol)

(=
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% CHUPAIBbrYitzchak's[tharriage
to[Rivkal(dlso[Avraham's[tb[Ketura
(hless aIPILEGESH [dbesn'thhve[al
CHUPA)

e Gift[for[Rivkaldnd [herfamily,[ds
well[ds[theldifts[Avraham [dave[tb
thelchildrenofithe"PILAGSHIM"

% TheCvordCTEREM&ppearsCeight
times/[id [the [Morah, [tWice[id [Qhayei
Sara.[That's[the[Ibgo[df[Terem[{it
was[ih [Thst (Week's[ParshaPix[doo,
butljinglah [itk[side)

4 Abovelthe[Terem[Ibgo[id[thellbgo
of (IMASA, [lan[lIsraeliChon [profit
organization[that[lenables[Ithou]
sands[df[Jewish lJouth[tb[dpend[d
semester [dr[allykar[ih (3rael [ih [ahy
of Cover I 60Cprograms,Chelping
them [Build[d[ife ldng[delationship
with I$rael[ahd[alfirm [dommitment
to[Jéwish [ife.[MASA[$ [also [dne [df
the[kons[bfL¥ishmael.[Different
spelling, [(But[Nery[dlose[ih[dound
(especially [ifyjouldon't[dronounce
an[AYIN[gltturally.

%" NEVIOT Gvater [ [Hor (Bhe Found
alikelcffthe[fiFstbbrnlafYishma'el

@ AnotherCsonJof(Yishmael Cwas
KEIDAR,CkpelledCkhe[kame[hnd
sounding[similar[tb[KADAR, [Which
islalpbtter,akidHarry Pbtter

o ThelArmy[insignia[{between[the
camel[And[(the[Teremdogolis[ 2
chevron.[Qapitalize [the[Q [ahd [think
of Kliryat[Arba[l@hevron.

% ThereChreCtwo[Hots forming[h
SH'VA[Ithis[i$ [@lsbundalike [fbr[al

grandson[of[Avraham'slvia[Kletura

%’ LEnd@Rite. KiteBElsoEhptor
(preditoryIbird)[1in[dthe[dsame
biological [lfamily [Jas[eagles[Jand
hawks. [Kite[ih [(Hebrewl[is[probably
the[DDA'A, isted [ ds[d[don[kosher
bird.(ELDA'AWas[d[don[of[MID[]
YAN, Obornto COKETURA CJfrom
Avraham

%’ The@himalsErehentioned ih[the
haftara[[lld [modernHebrew, aIM'RI
is [alBluffalo [(bison? [dr [mhaybe [Water
buffalo). [ikely [that[the [Haftaralik
referring[tb [alldifferent[thember [df
the[Hovinefamily [dr[aldescription
oflalblill[dr [cbw.

& Thelquestionmharked[chair @B Hom
the hhftara[Who Will[sitloh [David's
throne[after(his[dkath

@’ The@rrowsHrom [CHAVILA o
SHOR

& The [bhdgelid[Agent[@D's[af[Qontrol.
She[Was[A[SOCHENET,A[term
describing[Avishaglid [the bhftara.

& ToplHghtTharliethefuna, the
tuna[thatCivasChever[quite[§ood
enoughor[Chicken[bf[ the[Sea.
Here[hk [standsforM'TURNAFISH
whose[_hame[hlways[ $oundsLlike
your[tdinalfith.

& Lower[Fght[i, (6f[dourse, Hoday's
Mearat[HaMachpeilalid[@Qhevron

&’ Abovelit[@relthe[d00hekelsthat
Avraham [phid [tb [Efron [fr [the [field
andlthelchvelahd(slirroundings

& ThisClleavesCthree [Unexplaineds
along[thelrightlside[dflthe[Barshall

OUllsrael Center TT928 U 27 ./ The ParshatiChayeilSaral5771 issue

Pix [itbnsider then Msual MTriddles
% Andlthe [flant[Helow[the[Hottle[df

water!

THEJERUSALEMIINSTITUTE

OFIJEWISHILAW

Rabbil[EmanuelQuint,[Dean
Lesson#[537

Third Party Liens

Therelislinhalachala[conceptknown(a
“thelien[of( R.[Nassan”. It works[as
follows: Reuvenlowes($100to[Shimon;
Shimonowes$100(to Levi. LLevilcango
to[Reuven[tol¢ollect[the[$100. This of
courselis[anlover[simplificationofla
complex halachicldoncept.

RecentlytheBeit[DinlofJerusalem Hhad
alcase[Jin[JwhichOthis[lconceptwas
applied. Reuvenowed$100fo[Shimon
for[alloan tnade by [Shimonfo[Reuven
for($100, whichldebtwasevidenced by
amoteloflindebtedness. This loan Was to
beltepaidl onl January[1,[2010. After
Shimon[made( lthe[ lloan[to[ IReuven,
Shimonborrowed $100 from Levitobe
repaidlon[July(1,[2010.[Therelwas[no
promissory[note[ written[ to[ levidence
thisloan.[On[July(1,[2010[Shimon did
notlrepay [ to[1Levil[lthe 1$100.Levi,
realizing[that[Shimon [probably/does ot
havelthelassets torepaythe $100 Wwants
tolgolafter[Reuven(tolcollect(the($100
whichls[duefrom [Reuven[to[Shimon.
Reuvenl(realizes(that[Shimon[is mot the
typeLoflperson topursue him[for the
$100,['defendsagainst[the[Tlaw[ suit
brought[ by Levil byl stating[ that[the
$100(due from Reuven to/Shimon isrot
an[ asset[ ofl Shimon/upon[ which[Levi

canlmakelaldemand(and collectlin Beit
Din.[ Thel lquestion[ presented![ itol ithe
Jerusalem(Beit[Din, lis[the note(lield By
Shimon[against[Reuvenlanlasset[that
Levilcan[collectJfrom[JReuven?JOr
perhaps fit/only Tepresents/évidencethat
money(is[duefrom[Reuven(foShimon?
Iflon(theloneManditlisMot(an[assetthat
Levildan(dollectfrom,canILevi/compel
Shimon[tolsue[Reuvenltolcollectthe
$100(so [that lewill Havemoney(topay
Levi?[The[Beit[Din[began[by[stating
thattherefislanimportantview[that T.evi
cannot[ compell Shimon! tolinstitute[ a
law/(Suitlin[Beit[Dinto[sueReuven/for
the moneys [SothatheWill[havemoney
tol payl Levi.[ Butlit[iwould[ belhotl[in
keeping[ with[ thel$piritl ofl halachalfor
Shimon mot(tosue Reuven(tolcollect the
money/ to[payl Levi.[However,ifl the
money[was[Jgiven[ by IShimon[Jas[la
depositlrather[than[alloan,[thenthe
moneyReuvenlisfholding[is[deemedfo
belinltheconstructive possessionof
Shimon(andILevilcansue Reuven [folget
theMmoneylaswell@asbeinglablefolsue
whatever[sourcel[Jis[TholdingImoney
belongingtoShimonlas[distinguished
from[lallloan[Tmadel byl 1Shimon/[]to
Reuven.

Portionfrom(thePortion

ThelLifeloflSarah

ChayeiJSaraJthe[JLife of(JSarah[[]
seems(tolbelafunnyiitle[forfarportion
infwhichfwelareltold(that Sarahldies.
Buttheverselis[tryingtoteachlus
thingslabout'how(shellivedlher(life,[$0
welcanlapplylititolouriown(lives.
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Theversel(B'reishit[23:1)says[thatthe
lifeCofCSarahCwas1100yearsland 20
years[land(]seven(]years.[]Thelword
years(is[tepeatedeach’time.[Welare
alllfamiliarCwith(the'Rashithatfat[100
years[shelwasl(likela[20yearloldwho
neverisinnedand(at20years(shewas
likelal(7yearloldfor'herbeauty.

The[Rav[(RabbilYosef Dov[Soloveil]
tchik0tz"l)Dexplainsthatif we ook
closelylat/Rashi's[words(welcan(learn
moreabout[thegreatnesslof_iSarah.
"ThelyearsiofiSarah's lifetime:alllwere
equalforthelgood."[Shelwas[100,she
was[20,[shelwas[7.[Mostpeople[pass
fromConelstage[oftheir[lives[ to[the
next,[] leavingll thell previous[] stage
behind, Jand(Ichanging.[Eachlonelof
thesellages(] [111100,20,01 701 (1) has
somethingIspeciallaboutit.[1The17
year(oldhaslinnocence; the 20 year(]
oldrhaslstrength;the100(yearloldhas
wisdom.[ The[ secret[ of( the[greatness
of[1 SarahJwas[]that(] throughout(] her
entire(lifelshewas[100and20/and(7.

AllJof(JSarah's[years werellequal. 1At
every[pointCinCherLlife,[(she[remained
thel] same.[] Shell was[] always[] as
innocentlas(lall7lyear(old,[Twith(the
strength,[ldetermination(Jand[idealism
of1al]20lyear(old, Jandalways[]pos(]
sessed(thewisdom(of[a100Lyearold.

ThisClwisdomIwe[Jwitnessedlin[Jlast
week's[ portion. Shelwasable[to[see
theltruelcharacterioflYishmaellthrough
thellgames(hellplayed.(1Verse[121:9
states(] that[] shel] saw(] Yishmael
METZACHEKTplaying.['TheTosefta
bringslaldrashlinthe hame[of Rabbi
Akiva.[This[drashlis[broughtlin(Rashi
onllthelverselJand[teaches(Jthat(Ithe
word[IMETZACHEK hints[tol the[fact
thatYishmaelldid[thelthreelbig[sins[1]

AVODAIZARA,[GILU'ITARAYOT,and
SHFICHAT DAMIM.TJ Butl even(] if
YishmaelJwas(]justl] playing,1in(] the
conventiallsense(of(theword, allot[¢can
bellearnedlaboutal child byl how[he

plays.

Lastl] Motza'eil] Shabbat(] 1] heard
Rabbanit) Yemimal Mizrahill describe
how(] Jewish[J mothers(] today] must
continuelin[thelpathof ourmatriarch
Sarah[and[scrutinizethe[.games[our
childreniplay(tolmakelsuretheylarefon
thelrightpath.[Doltheylspend(allltheir
timelplaying[bythemselves(in[front of
thelJ computer(] usingl] videolJ games
where(thelobjectlis tolKillLothers.[I've
evenlseen[games(where(thelscenelis
alnursinglhomeland(thelgoallisto/grab
thelJelderslinCtheirC'wheelchairsJand
snatch(1themifrom(Jtheir(Jrooms(Jand
attackthem.What[does(suchlalgame
teach(J children) about(] V'HADARTA
P'NEI] ZAKEIN,[ respectingl] one's
elders?
Therellare(lalsolIlsomelchildrenlwho
playlviolentlClgames[Jthatitheyllinvent
themselves. Theylmay(takelanlinsect
and(dissectlitlorlalcatiandpull(its tail.
Thesell games of 1 ZTA'ARL BA'ALEI
CHAYIMOcanJhintOtolNus[Jaboutthe
character(lof thelchild[Jand[“alarm[us
aboutrhisfuture.

Insteadof theseltypesof_ games,Lour
childrenshouldbelplayinglinteractive,
cooperativellgames[ whereltheyllearn
how(tollose, or[even[win, graciously
andhow(tolgivelin[llsome(times. [ They
learn(Jthellimportancellof[ 1Thonesty[ |
becausellif(‘theyliconstantly win, Cwith
thelChelploffalbit of[ cheating, "holone
willCever[playCwith[themagain.They
should[alsol play[ thinkingl games/like
those(thatlourl family[played(this[ past
motzaeilShabbatatthellsrael Center
games!night.[Welallllearned(three(new
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games(IithatlChadnhever evenlheard
of.[] Somel] peoplel may(] think[] that
playingllgames(Jis(InonsenselJandl]a
wastel] of (] time.[] Watching[ how[our
children(playlisCalwayltollearn about
themandlplayingl1games[with(Jour
childrenlislalwayl(tolteachthem[many
importantilessonsaboutllife(andlabout
how([Gldwants[usfobehave.

L RIMDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (VAYEIRA)MTriddles:
[1]1Mhe Iétter Withoutlohe [hhstivo

In[B'reishit[18:9,[ the[Angels[Yisiting
Avraham[dsk[Him Where[Saralis.[The
pasuk[] begins[J with[] the[] words
VAYOM'RULRILAV,dndthey[daid[to
him.[TheWord[BILAV [ ritten[ih[d
Sefer[Torah[with[A[Hot[Above[the
ALEF,COYUD, ClandCIHEI. CIThe Cletter
withoutldnel(the[JAMED [Has[do[dot
over[it) Chas[two[ Hots[bverLit,[the
trop [ohark (for [the ivord [Tdamely,[4
KATON I[(Which [doks[ikelalcblon).

[2] Nolr¢lationltd [RebHirsch Lkib
Berlin

RebHirsch[Leib, Which [alelhis[Yiddish
names, [Was[also[khown [By[his[Hebrew
names, [Reb[Naftali[TizvilYlehuda[Berlin.
His welllkhown [ acronym[is[ the
NETZIV.OInOParshat[]Vayeira,[the
NETZIVS Mrs. [MotLEdit[drTFit[dvas
her[name, [akcording[tb [the [Midrash) ]
who [Hecame [alldillar [df[shIt[(TMETZIV
MELACH Mbr[boking[Back[dn[Hhe
destruction[Jof[JS'dom, [against[the
instructions[dflthe[ahgels.[As[fr[ak[wWe

know [[ibt [ré&lated.

[3]Mishmael'simother,[Mordechai's
cousin,Yiftach'sdhughter,
Shimshon's wlife

VATEIVK I3hd[she[ctied.[Hagar[rhised
her[vbicelahd[shelckied[(When[she[ahd
Yishmaeld were[] banished[] from
Avraham's[Jhouse).[JEsther[felllJto
Achashveirosh's[féet[ahd(ctied, begging
the[Ring[do[descind[Haman'sLdecree.
Yiftach's[daughter[akked [fbr [[TAhd[Was
granted[[Ifo[mhonths[alone[tb{dment
her[fhte, [duringlWhich [time[she[dried
for[thelplight[to[Which[her[ather
condemned [hkr.[Shimshon's[(irst) Wife
(before[Dalila)[dried[to[him [fhat[he
should[tellCher[the[$olution[to[the
riddle[(honey, [ibn).

[4][LE: Rlick's[ahd[GB'sblother?

Rick[Shaw[(h[Small[two[wWheeled[dart
for[CJone[passenger; CpulledCby[Jone
person) LAnd[George[ Bernard[Shaw,
might[have[had[Ch LT TiddleBrother
named[Ll.E.[Shaw, [ak[chentioned[ih [the
haftaralofMayeiral(Elisha[HaNavi).

[5]ChstiweeklthisMeeklahce.
ThisWeek[dstWeek vice

Last(Week 2 [Mech[M'cha;[this[Week[Z
Vayeira.[ThelwWordsvLech[chaldccur
oncelin[Parshat[Vayeira.[ The Word
Vayeiraldccurs[twicelih[Rarshat[lech
L'cha.

[6]Helsatlthere;hoWas(tbldtd
standlthere

Avraham [sit[at[thelehtranceldf(his[tént
(PETACHMAOHEL) Th GheBeat [3f
theldhy, [ak[We[rbad[in [the [beginning[df
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Vayeira.[Sisraltbld Yael[tb[stand[at[the
entranceldfltheldent[dnd[dell[dnyone
that[akks[ifl[He[is[there, [that[He[is[Hot.
Instead LdfCdoing[ds[Sisraldemanded,
she,[having[Lgivenhim CSleeplidducing
milk[dather[than [the Wvater [Re[dsked
for, [drovelalténtpeglthrough [his(hlead
vialhisltémple.

[7]@olfinglnkws? Heldldn't[make [phr

Alybung[Bull[id [mhost [dften[descibed [in
the[MorahChs[a[ PARCBENBAKAR.
Avraham[tbok[aIBEN [BAKAR [(perhaps
alnhale[chlf) [ahd[ghve[id[tb Mishmaeltb
preparelfor[the[ puests[ {angels).[ $o
Yishmael[did[dot[hake[A[RAR,[List[d
BENBAKAR.[Notlekactlygblfing[nkws,
hencelthelglestionmark.

[8]Donkeys[ahdltlirbans

VAYACHAVOSH.The[vord[bccurs
five[times[ih[Tanach.[Bour[times, [it[i$
used [for[shddling[aldonkey (CHAMOR
or[ATON).[Dncelit[deferstb[Jutting
turbansloh [thehkads[of[Aharon'slsbns.

[9]1Unexplained(s) fdom [the PhrshaPix

Okay,[there[vas[ [ Whole[piece[dbn
Grover[Qleveland, blitWhat[idhk[dbing
inLthe[RarshaPix[for[Rarshat[Wayeira?
US[dollarsCdome[ih[dnes,[twos, [fives,
twenties, [fifties, [ahd [Aundreds.[§1 00[id
thehighestldenominationlid[circulation.
Onceldpon[dltime[therelWere[$500
and[§1000Hills[(hnd [evenHigher), Hut
they[Jare[dnotU printedlInorused

anymore.[TThe[Jast[ 1 1000 bill Cwas
printedin (1945 CandCearriedCthe
portraitl] of[] Grover[] Cleveland.
Avimelech[ghve[mhany [glfts[tb[Avraham
and[]Sara,including ] ELEF ] KESEF,

literally,[T000 LsiIver [Hieces, (Hut[$ 1000
money Works[TTriddle[Wise, hencelthe
picture[df(Grover[Qleveland.This[Was
your[Weekly [dose [df[ttivia, [cburtesy [df
thel[lighter[side [df[Torah[Tidbits.[And
onelthore:[Bresident[Mlixon [signed[an
executive Lbrderlin[1969[8uspending
distribution[] of[] highldenomination
notes[ds[d[Way[dflfighting[drganized
crime By [inaking[ik[harder[do[dnove
large[dmountsLdfldurrency.[This[dvas
years[dfter[the[Were[do[Ibnger[Being
printed.

TowardsBetterDavening
andTorahReading

Alplartiallreviewldffthe[flipping
VAV

In[Biblical Hebrew, aMAV [idnbtlohly
conjunctive(joining), ifislalso[ukedtd
flipthelténselofalverb fdom [phstltd
future[dr fdom fituretd[phst.[d
B'reishit24:5 | welfihd[Chvanlahd
Betuelltlling[Eliezer [tdtake Rlivka
U'T'HIISHA, [ahd[she[shall bk aWife [(fo
thelsbnloflyburlmaster).[M'HI, sheshall
be.lU'T'HI, [ahd [shelshallbk. Elture
tenselrémains. Noflip. [Butfid 24:67,
Yitzchaktdok[Rlivkalidto (his[Mother's
tent, [hk[Marriedher, MAT'HITO
L'ISHA, ahd[shebkcame his Wife.The
VAlflips M'HItd [phst.

Pardhs Poiints (o Pender

Suggestedlahswers

| [Mhe[KliMakar[ahswers[that[When[al
trulyC3pecial Cperson[passes [Away, [t
takes[time [forthe[degree [of [the [dss [td
sink[ih[and, [ak[the[thourners[Hegin[tb
recognize[the[degree[df(thelIbss,[the
cryingld increases.[] Thus,[] Avraham

eulogized[3arahirstCand[then,Cbver
time,[JtheUeryingUlincreased[as[lhe
realized What[Shrah's(Idss [mheantltd the

world.

2)Mhe[O@hrHaChayimekplains[thatiwe
see[ from[khese[words[khat[Rivka
literally[Beld[the [pitcher[dnd[Poured
theldrink[ihto [Hliezer's [thouth [sb [that
heWould[dot[Bave[do[Putfbrth[the
effortCofCholdinglhnd[Cpouring[khe
pitcher[after his(dngljdurney.Mhus, (ke
completedtbldrink[When[she[finished
givinglhlmtd [dFink.

3)Lrhe[B'forno[teaches[that[Rivka
demonstrated[her[dwareness[bf[ the
dangers[af[dpeaking[Wvhile[dating[dnd
drinking,[ahd[her[chrelahdlcbncernlléd
her[td [wait [uhtil bk Was[fihished [bkfore
causing[him[to[dalk[to[prevent[him
from[pbssible hhrm.



