1"»f

O3S
Tbils | | P PTTY

UDec 1718, '10 XYW DAY R

Tora

TZIC

Connectinﬂ

the Jewish People

FOURFOLDFAST

* Friday,[December[IVth[id Asaralb' Tevetlthislykar.

* Thelfstbkginsatdhwn, Mhich (s[5l 5amlid Jérusalem.

* Wellill bk [dhvening[MinchalQedolaat [2:06pm atitheQenter[this[Eriday.

* Thelfdstlehds[at[(5107pm [(erusalem), butwe Waitfdr[Kliddush [tdehd [the [st.

* Asaralb'Tevet[isltheohly fstthatchn Il oh [EFiday, Mhich itldbesapprox.
20% [ofthe [time. The [dsttime Was[[Dlykars[ago.

* Asaralb'Tevetnarks[thebkginninglofltheslege atoundJdrusalem bl [the
Babylonians[id [the [time [of[the [fi st Beit[HaMikdash.

* Asaralb'TevetalsolchrriesWith [ilttagic[elents[ofthe [Bth ahd [Bth [of Tevet.

* Onlthe[8thcfTevet, Jdwish[stholarsWerefdrcedltdttanslatethe Morahidto
Greek.[This[islcbnsideredalblack[dhyid Jéwish History [l&Ven thoughal
miracle[idlrécordedfor[thisleVent, @ blackat the [dhy [cfithe [Golden [Qalf.

* The[BthlofTevetlidlthe Mraditional lyhhrzeit[dhte [of [Ezra, tho [nbtahly
broughtJdwsbhckltd [EletzMisraelafter [the Bhbylonian [ekile, blit[hklso
restored[theTorah td[the JéwsWhohhd[bkcomelektranged fdlom [itl

* Inldurlawnltime, Asaralb'Tevetlplckedlupahadditionallsignificance: [dhhs
been(dksignatedas YOMKADDISH[K'LALL [tb bk [observedas alyhhrzeit[of
sortsfrJéwsho [pkrished[idthe Holocaust,thoseldhtes[af[dkath ate

unknown.

* Thelidealshouldnbtbk[dstlthat Asaralb'Tevetfdllowslsdsbonlafter
Chanuka.Not[id[the[shmelykar, [oflcburse, blutlah [our[chlendar [Hhd [this

should[speakto k. cant. (and elabiorated ) en page 4

JerusalemShabbatlid/outltimesfdr VAYCHI

4:02 pmi%: | 8pm (seelphge Blfdr[dther znanim)
Checked, [doublelchecked, ahdl[ttiple checkedbr PhrshatMaychi

MOSHIKO [N EW [Grill Bar © Mevasseret[Tzion
SderotHachotzvim[9 e« 579(7744
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WOl‘d [Of Ehe month With[dhe [dtormyLveather,[B"H, [k [k
worthwhile[tb [rkpeat[that[Maiting[fbr[Motza'ei[Shabbat[fbr[Kiddush 'vana
is[dften [aldsky Muxury" [ahd [people [ho [Have [Hot[yet[shid (KL [this[thonth
should[thke [the first[dpportunity [that[presentslitself. [(Briday [dight [ [dot
good[for KL [uhless itfid[the [dst[dp [id [the [glven [Month. [[hst[dpportunity [this
month[iSMON Dec2D[uhtil Bt40am [(bf[Dec2l).[Rememberlalso

thatlthis[time[aHjustsfdrlyburldcation. [Ebrlekample, id New Mork,
the[@stldpportunity for KL [this[mhonth [[d[840pm [dnh Monday [night.
That's[Zbburslehrlier loh the[dock, Butfdlid[réally the [shme [time.




Candles VAYCHI Havdala
4:02pm Yerushalayim 5:18pm

4:20pm S'derot 5:21pm
417pm Gush[Btzion 5:19pm
4:1Tpm Raanana 5:19pm
418pm Beit[ShemeshRBS 5:[9%m
417pm Netanya 5:19pm
4:18pm Rehovot 5:20pm

4:18m Be'er[Sheva (&) 5:21pm
417pm  Modi'ineCHashmona'im  5:19pm
4:02pm Petach[Tikva 5:19pm
402pm  Maale[Adumim  5:[8pm
416pm  Ginot[Shomron  5:I8pm
4:16pm Gush[Shiloh 5:17pm
4:18pm K4[&Hevron 5:19pm
4:17pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:18pm
4:18pm YadBinyamin 5:20pm
4:20pm Ashkelon 5:21pm
4:03pm Tzfat 5:15pm
4:16pm  Zichron[Yaakov  5:18pm

next [wkek

4:05 /62
4:23[IT5925
421150
421152
421 15923
4:20[1T5122
42201503
421 154
4211502
4:05[152
4:05 11521
4200501
4191501
421 15923
4:20 115922
40101523
4:23[IT5925
4:06[1T5918
41901501

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[MWAYCHIGt56pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
8 17 Tevet * December 15 24

Earliesti Talit] &1 Tilin00000005:3705:42am
Sunrisell00000000000000000000000006:3206:37am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiii00009:0209:07am
(MageniAvraham:[8:2418:28am)

SofiZ'mani Tilal0000000009:5309:57am
(MageniAvraham:19:2119:26am)

Chatzotinooooooooooooooonio11:34011:38%am
(halachicinoon)

Minchal Gedolanononooonn12:05012:09pm
(earliest’Mincha)
PlagiMinchalmmmmmmg3:33Y413:37%pm

Sunsetl(00000000000000004:4204:46pm
(basedionll sealllevel:04:3614:40pm)

www.ttidbits.com

for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,

Palm[vkrsion,Morahidbits

Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

What's[the [kky [td [the (40 [dhy [I&lmonth" [question?

= Welassume[ftom[dhildhood[that
certain[flelds[df[study[dre[dlosed[tb
us,[andLicChever Coccurs[ioLhis[in
adulthood[td[skelwhether(they[might
not[have[dpeneddpHorlds[ih[dhe

interim.
From{'A[CandlebyDay"byRabbilShragailverstein

ACandlelbyDay®ThelAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal
by RabbilBhragalSilverstein
NowlavailablelatlD542090200

Hedidlittwice;hisSon,[once

Burning[thelchndleatbbthlehds?

Ofleb4[okcurrencesMerushalayim
in[Manach, ohly @lhhve aZhd YIUD

14820+40624...

| LeaderofThis Brothers [and[top [of... Wwhat? |

Cerulean, Prussian, Cobalt, Royal, Cornflower...

Wind speed is measured by an
anemometer, Ny, and its
direction by a weather vane, n2¥ay

Hands and letters interchanged
produce the same result

| B'reishit[(] 6),[Nlo'ach[(]1 5),Maychil{otal 2) |

Musical Director of the Royal Free Music Society

Does[Maychilhhve [340[pIsukim [abroad?
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Tolekplain:[Mess[than[dne[Week[ago, We
were[Wrapping[lp[dn[8[dhy[delebration
ofltheNictory[df[the[theJewish [Jeople
over[the[Greeks[and[their[dulture.[And
now[We[ake[thourning[thefbrced[trans[]
lation[df[the[Torah[ihto[Greek[dnd 4l
kinds Cof[droubles [for s [ghat[followed
that[ftefullelent.[AlWeek[apo Alvictory
for[theTorah;now, [alskrious[sktback. [T
give[bne[pause[ to[ think.[JAnd[that's
exactly[the[pbint.

With [Ckhis(ess [than 2 [Rour[fast[Hay,
therelid[alWwholelagendaldflthoughts[that
we[nhust[cbnsider.

What[happened[thatl Nevuchadnetzar
was[able[tb [do[What[He [did [tb [us? (MVhy
wasl[the[Beit[HaMikdash [destroyed[{first
and[Second)?[MWhy[Has[the[Beit[HaMik[]
dash[dot[ykt[Heen [rkbuilt? (MVhy [(Have [sb
many [fihe, lupstanding, [Morah Jéws[id (the
Diaspora[dot[yet[skriously[dut[Aliyaldn
their[ife's[agenda? (What[Have [[We, [You
done[dowards[ihfluencing[dndLihspiring
greater ] mitzvot[] observance,[ ] Torah
learning, Ltommitment[hnd [practice [Lbf
Jewish[vhlues [T [durselves, [dur fmilies,
ourldrcleldflftiends...[fbr KlalYisrael?

Exactly[ClwhenCweare[Csupposed[lto
ponder[these[things[bn[A[3hort[Erev
Shabbat[i3 [algood[question.[The[ahswer
tolthat[is[Asara[H'Tevetlshould[skrveltb
TRIGGER [Some[df[these[thoughts; [ the
actual[thinking, Cpondering[IlTind [dnost
importantly,[the[desolutions[df[dach[is
towards[aktion[$houldcbntinuefor[the
days[@nd[Weeks...)tblcbme.

Yom [HaSho'a, [Tish'a[H'Av, Mom[Kaddish
K'lalil{Asara[B'Tevet),[thelahniversary [df
Kristallnacht, [alchovie, [alHook, [al story [ih

thelrhedia...[@ll[should[Have[ah [dffect[dn
our[thinkinglland [l doing[concerning
helping[survivors, [teaching[dur[dhildren,
fighting [ahti[Semitism...

Thelfburfhsts[delated[to [the [Churban,
the[Mine[Mays,[the[Three[(Weeks, [the
bare[AMAI[Ry[AMA [piece[df[d[vall[ih
our[Homes,[theMarious[things[that[We
do[#hat[dre[ZEICHERLL'MIKDASHLbr
ZEICHER[IL'CHURBAN...Oshouldall
keep[lisCactively[fhinking[Land[3eeking
ways[to[Ibringllabout[a[I"repair”,[la
TIKUN,OofUthoseLlthingsLthatClwere
amonglthe[tauses[ bf[the[Destruction
andlahd[akelstill[dbstacles[tbthe[Geula.

Plenty[(Xo[thinkChbout.[Plenty[(to[Ho.
Plenty[tblatcomplish.

Backl[tb[the[alctual fasting: Being[al
minor[fast[does[NOT [absolve[alHealthy
person[from[fhsting.[Thelfhst[ik[dot[d
custom,[dotl@dldhumra...[it[$ [A[dequire ]
mentLof[Jewish[Law.[True,[thereldre
builtflid [leniencies.[TThe[FastLIsCONLY
from Ldawn [do [stars[dut,[dot[from[dhe
night[before[As[are[Yom[Kippur[and
Tish'aldb'Av.True,only Ceating[and
drinking[dre[Horbidden, Chot[the[bther
restrictions[df (YK [&[GAv.[True,Marious
peopleWith[difficulties(fastingChave[dn
easier[time[gktting[alhkter[tb[eht. [Butlah
ablebodied Jéw [phust[fst.

Small[thing:[Tt[Ras[Been[duggested[that
Shalom[JAleichem[and [IEishet[IChayil
might[be[heldCbver[hs[ the[ bpening
Z'mirotdfter [Kiddush[@nd[HaMotzi,[to
belable[tb[Break[thefistldarlier.[Good

idea.

May [Be[mherit[the [GeulalSh'leimalsbon[ia
our[time,[AMEIN.
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VAYECHI scats

2th [of (54 [sddras;
2 [od 12 [idBreishit

Written [oh [148.33 [hes [id [alTdrah, (rdnks (43

12 [pdrshiot, (TLopen [ahd [(STclbsed

In[addition, [tHe [fifst prt [of(tHe [sddra [isI tHe [edd
of [tHe [ptevious [parsha [frbm [Vdyigash.

Vaychi [isltHe [odly (sddra [tHat [ddes [nbt [hdgin [ad[a]
parsha[hdeak.

85 LpJsukim (lenks [44¢h (02 th [id [Breishit)
1158 Lwbrds (Tnks (43 th [{12¢h [id(Blreishit)
4448 ekters [TiAnks [43rd [(12th [id [Rlreishit)

MITZVOT

None Lol [tHe [8] 3 [mitzvot [ade (fdund (il [Vaychi

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y{Z)][And (]S> X:Y [(Z)] Lihdicate
startUofa Cparsha[Cp’tuchalJor [Cls’tuma
respectively. [X:Y Lis[(Perek:Pasuk Cof[the
beginning[dflthe [phrsha; () [d[the[number
oflplsukim[id [the [phrsha.

| TheBook6fB'reishit |
: | 2[of[the (54 [skdras(id the Morah. (That's
oneldrtWolmhorelthanlehch [dflthedther

books.

1533 [plsukim [off[the [5B46 [id [the Torah.
iMorelthan k% [of the Torah's[plsukim.

20,61 2[Words[df[79,976,almost 26 %.
:78,064[8tters[df304,805[(25.6%).
3[oflthe @l 3[mitzvot. [[essthan [(4%.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [[147:28[48:9

[47:28(4)partCof(theCparshalatthe
end[oflVayigash] Thelsedrallbegins
withOYaakovlatOagell 147,0having
beenlinldMitzrayimlforll 1 70years.
(Rememberl thatl Yosefll wasll 17
whenltheltroublelstarted.linterestl
ing,0lno?)0ThelTorahOtellsOusOthat
YaakovlisfhearldeathandOY osefTlis
calledlitolhisbedside.OYaakovlasks
Yoseflthatlhel(Yaakov)Ishouldnot
belburiedlin0EgyptObutOratherlin
Me'aratl  HaMachpeila. Yosef
agrees;ll Yaakovll asksll Yosefll to
swearltolt.

SDTY: Whyllwould( Yaakovlinsist[that
Yoseflswear 1ldidn't he trust'him?  Among
otherreasons, I thelloathl I might[] prove
necessaryinJobtaining [ permission from
Par'olforlthefuneral. [Even!if Par'owould
havelbeenlinclined tolsay"no", L helwould
respect) an] oath.U) This, [ according] to
Midrash, [becauseYosefThadlswornnotto
divulgel al particularsecretabout Par'o
(thathe, Yosef, lknew!more languages|than
Par'ollal fact! that"would['notimpress
Par'o’ssubjects favorably). [\Par'ocould
notlsaylto[1Yosef, [1"[[ldon't\carelwhat
promises)youlmade",[J etc.[] There[lare
commentaries) who!l suggest] another
possiblelireason for(imaking Yosef swear!1
Yoseflmight [ belupset abouthis mother's
notChavingUbeingburied intheI'proper"
place, landlhelmightnotlbe favorablelfohis
father'sBequest.

SDPY: YaakovUasksYosef Ifor0Chesed
v'Emet, [ Truel Kindness. [ It[is considered
thattendingtotheburial oflthe deadis the
purest formLof kindness, [because, l[among
otherreasons, Cit[is[ the onelksituationlin

OUlsraelllCenterTTb35 ™5 & VAYCHIbB771

which[thellrecipient!] ofl | your[] kindness

cannotlrepay|thefavor himself. tlis lanlact
ofl kindnessl] without(] recomll] pense.

However, [commentators questionthislidea
inYosef's case. [ Welareltaught that Yosef
merited havinghis[remains[ takenbutlof
Egyptlas alreward| for[ his[ attention! to
Yaakov'swishes. [[How[ can[ wel referlto
whatlheldid for hisfatherlas Chesed shel
Emet?[Onelanswerlis[that[Yosefl received
reward inlkind only by being taken out of
Egyptland buriedin[thel Land of!Israel.

Hisbodyspentallong(timelinEgypt.[His

actlof True(Kindnessfolhis fatherivas[that
Yaakov's[1body1did[ not[1spend!levenla

momentburied in Egypt.[Forl[this, Yosef
washot[paidlbacklinlkind; [hislaction on

behalfl of! Yaakov's( funeral arrangements
waslindeed Chesed & Emet.

Anotherunderstanding of! the concept of
CHESEDISHELIEMETis| thatwhenlone
doeslalfavorforialliving|person, lone never
knowsifl things will actually turnoutlall
right. [ltimightlooklikeld'good thinglfoldo,

butlthings|can!turnlout"don't do el any
favors".[Anlactlof kindness|to(theldead!is

anlunquestioned dctlof Chesed.

[P> 48:10(22)] Sometimel later,
YoseflisinformedbylEfrayimOwho
regularlyll ministersl tol andllearns
TorahbwithOYaakov)thatOYyaakovls
sickl ("atl death'sd door").0 Yosef
bringsUhisOtwolsonsOwithOhimOto
Yaakovl(sothatOtheylcanlreceive
his  blessing).ll  Yaakovl is
strengthenedll byl thel newsl of
Yosef'sll impendingl visitll (ThusO is
thelpowerbfBikurlCholim).

SDTY: Aslfolwholtold Yoseflthathisfather
wassick, it Jis[1Rashil lwho[brings[the
opinionlthatitbas(Efrayim, Whotended|fo
Yaakov'sneedslinlGoshenwhile Yosefwas

inlEgyptiproper. The Midrash|saysthat!it
was!|Als'nat, Yosef's wife, wholtold him.

Speaking of Als'nat... ThelMidrashisays
that shewas Dina's daughter, ‘wholwas
raised| byl Potifar(inl Egypt.[ The Midrash
alsolsays [thatwhen Potifar's wifelaccused
Yoseflof improper|advances, lithwas A (s'nat
who[privately[told Potifar(the truth, [thus
savingYosef's|life.

Yaakovl tellsl Yosefll ofl GId's
promisesltodhimOandOhisOdescenl
dantslandlofllRachel'sldeathland
burial.OHeOthenOassuresOY oseflithat
his twoll sons,0 Efrayiml and
Menashe,Bwvilllbelequalltollyaakov's
sons.l (Thisl in0 essence,l isO the
doublelportionlofllinheritancelthat
Yaakovl isl givingll toll "hisO heart's
tirstborn",lthellelderlofthisbeloved
Rachel'slkons.)0ThenlYaakovltakes
noticeloflthedboyslandOasksOYosef
tol presentl them0sol thatO hel can
blesslthem:.

LewiISecond[Aliya
7 [plsukim [[H4B: 1 0 [Tk

Yaakov'slleyesightlfailsDhimOinOhis
oldl agell (as0 didl Yitzchak's)d and
YosefllbringsOhisOsonsdanddmoves
themlOtowardsOYaakov,0wholkisses
andOhugslthem.0Y oseflithenOtakes
hislkons[bfflbflly aakov'slap,olthat
helcanlOpresentdthemOformallylto
Yaakov,O forO their brachot.O After
bowingll beforell Yaakov,0 Yosef
carefullyllandlformallylpresentslhis
sonsltolYaakovllwithOMenashellon
hisOeftlhndlEfrayimUonlhislrightlko
thatdYaakov'sOhandsOwilllrestDon
thell appropriatel headsl forl the
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blessings.l0 Yaakovl switchesll his
hands,0 restingll hisd rightl on
Efrayim'sll headll andl hisl leftd on
Menashe's.l Thenll Yaakovlblesses
Yosefll byll blessingl hisl (Yosef's)
childrenl  withl thell famous
HAMAL'ACHMHA'GO'ELIOTI...

Yaakov's[referenceltd [fish [id [his[blacha
for[Efrayimlahd[Menashel@nd Rl Jdwish
children[ih [derpetuity)[i$[elxplained[dn
at[Teast[dwo[levels.[Fish[dre[prolific;
Yaakov[as[blessing[hisLdescendants
thatlthey shouldlbkcomelalldrge [nhtion.
It[3[also known[that[the[BYINHARA
has[do [(Hold[dver [fish [(wvhich [also [Had
something[4o[do [vith[[#heir[3urvival
duringltheMABUL Mithoutlbkingltdken
into[the[Ark).[And[thistboMas [phrtldf
his[Hracha.[(The[Yiddish [dame[Bischel
(fish) s Cbften LpairedLvith LEfrayim;
obviously, [this[Bracha[id [the[sburcel[df
thatlhme[phir.)

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
6 [plsukim [[H48: 1 722

WhenlYosefllrealizesOthatOYaakov
hasllswitchedOhandsO(andOhaslthus
"favored"l Efrayiml overl thel firstl
bornl Menashe)l hell getsl (underl
standably)dverylupsetlandOtriesOto
"correct"thelpositionsloflYaakov's
hands.0Yaakovlresists,0explaining
tolYosetlthatOhelisOfullylawarelof
whatlhelisdoing;hndthatEfrayim
willlindeedOsurpassOhisbrotherlin
greatness.

Onlthissamelday,0Yaakoviblesses

thembylkayinglthatltheltraditional
blessingll forl sonsO shalllbe:0 "May

GO makel youllikel Efrayim0Oand
Menashe".

Think[(about[thiS...[Ihagine
thelpanic[that[Yosef[dust[have[felt
when[he[Witnessed[the [potential Lobf
"family (Bistory [depeating[itself".[(How
can[Yaakov[ lo[What[he[vas[doing
when [he[Wvas[painfully[dware[df[the
consequences[dflfaivoringldne[sbn[ahd
of[(the[Jealousy[that[it[¢reates{can

create).

That's[ the[ point![1tL CAN[treate
jealousy,[But[it[deed[dot.[Tt[depends
upon[the[tharacter[bf( the[people
involved.[A[phrent[chniptoe"[alound
justldo[Ibng, [haking[dverythingldqual
andléven,[ih[the[Ropes[that[jkalousy
willChot[kmerge.[But[that[kind [Cbf
behavior[justlpbstpones(theljdalousy, it
does[dotldliminate[it.[(Barents[Have[tb
help UbuildClthe Clcharacter LlofCltheir
children,[sb that[theyMill[developlgbod
MIDOT, [pkrsonality thaits.

PerhapsMaakov[Avinulsaw[that[his[tWo
grandsonspbssessed(thelqual [lities[that
"allowed" [hHim [tb [do [What [He[did.Two
major[gersonality [thaits[that[alderson
should[strivelfor[(Andthat[phrents[shall
try[tb [Help[developlih[theirldhildren)
are:[Lhot[ being[ boastful Bvhen[in[h
superior[pbsitionahd[nbt[bking[jdalous
orUresentful CdwhenUlinClan Ulinferior
position.[]Efrayim [Iwas[Idestined [ Ito
becomelgteater[than (his[dlder[brother
Menashe.[These[twol[brothers[Were
such[that[Bfrayim [did[dotIbrdHimself
over[IMenashe,[Inor[was[IMenashe
jealous Llof[IEfrayim'sCpromilThence.
Whatlgheater blessing[chn[alfdther[glve
his[sbns[than[™May [G[dlthake [yboullike

OUlsraellCenterIT35 ™ 7 aIVAYCHIb771

Efrayimahd[Menashe!"

Yaakovlthenl[tellsOY osetllthatOhelis
aboutltoldie;khatIGOdOwilllbelwith
thell familylhation;0 thatd Hel will
restorelthemltodthelLandOofltheir
ancestors; andl that hel (Yaakov)
hasll providedd Yosefll withll an
additionallportionlbflthed_and.

R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [LHD: | (117

[P> 49:10q4)]0Yaakovlgathersbhis
sonsthroundthimbBwithlintentionsbf
revealingll toll theml "thel endl of
days"OknowinglthelfutureBwilllkase
thel painl ofll thel difficultl times
ahead)IIbutOtOshotobe!

SDT: Rashilsays|that Yaakov wanted to
reveal the["KEITZ"(end| of time), [but Was
notlallowed(foldolso by G d. [ Theloriginal
prophecyconcerning theexile in [Egypt
was[giventol Avrahamlinthe['"Covenant
between! thel Pieces".[ Therel hel was!told
that[his| descendantswouldl bel bppressed
Jor[ 400 years.Un! fact, [ thel people were
enslaved| for 1210 years. (Actually, [ they
werellin[1Egypt[Ifor1210years, lactual
enslavement ) which] didn't] begin | until
Yaakovand"all"hisUsons "had died, “was
significantlyless.)! 1 Thel |l additional 1190
yearslislcalculatedfromthe1birth[ lof
Yitzchak [ loncel lAvraham [ had"his| first
descendant, [ lthel"clockofexile", [ lsol fto
speak, beganticking.

Egyptian!lexilel lwould| \have \been!Imore
tolerable,Thadlourlancestors known about
this 190 year "grace period".| Thislis the
KEITZUKUF(100) 3 [TZADI[{90) =[190)
that Yaakovwanted|folrevealltolhis sons.
But(thisTheWas not permittedto reveallit.

(OflUicourse, [ this[ lis[ not[Ithel | "regular"
(P'shat) Umeaninglof! Jthe pasuk, [ 1butit
operateslonlalREMEZlevel.)

(ThelOblessings,loftendmixeddwith
fatherly0criticism,0combineltodbel
comelthelbrachotlbflthell'ribes.)

Yaakov'sll wordsll aboutll Reuven
speaklbfthislunrealizedpotentiallto
havel beenl thel leaderll andl the
indiscretion thatl lostd him0 the
position[bflleader.

[P> 49:5m3)]0Yaakovlkeferslkolthe
violencelofShimonlandOLevi.OHe
cursesltheirthngerhotlthem.

Important[Iksson[fbr [ds[dll (from [this
point.[IDon't[day o [your[don,IBAD
BOY!"[Say,[Myouldid[d[Bad[thing".[Tt
might[dot[deem[do[Be[dolimportant,
butlit[is.[Bspecially, (Hecause [de[don't
say[these L kind[bf[ thingsLbnce,[but
rather Clcountless[times[Clover Cimany
years.

[P> 49:8[05)]0Yehudalkeceiveslthe
brightestOwordsOMhelisOpromised
thelleadershiplandOrespectlofllhis
brothers.

The[Baal[HaTurim [Points[dut[that[the
initials Cbf CIGURCARYEILYYEHUDALL]
Gimel+Alef+Yud 3[4, theChumeric
value[of[DAVID.

[P> 49:13O1)]0ZevulunlisOgiven
thelblessingbflprosperity...

[P> 49:1402)]0andOYissacharOwill

Divrei[HaYamim[Alef[Z127
3 i itz 1
islthe [ahly[phsuk[id Manach[that...
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carrylkhelburdenlotllTorahkcholarl
ship.0 (Thel imagel ofll all donkey
indicatesperseverance,strongwill
MqualitiesOthatlarelsuitabledforda
scholar.)

Together,l thesel twol tribesl will
form0 all partnershipl thatl willll be
mutuallylbeneficial.

[S> 49:16X3)]0Danlwilllbelthe
judgelllandOupholderloflithelhonor,
thelone[lthatOwilllavengelisraellby
fightingl thell P'lishtim)d ofll the
people.0lRashillsaysOthatOthisOisOa
prophecyll aboutll Shimshon,l who
waslfromlheltribebfDan.

This[Parshaldnd[Aliya[finish[With[the
famous[13[Word[lpasuk: To[lYour
salvation,Ilhope,[HaShem.

When[d[person[$neezes, [he k[ $up[]
posed[to[3ay[ LISHU'ATCHALKIVITI
HASHEM. This[idbhsedan the fEctlthat
prior [tb[Yaakov[Avinu,[there[Was[do
sickness[Before[dneldied.[Rather,[the
soul[jiist[Téft[the[Hody[ak[it[Had[Heen
breathed[in, [through [the [Hostrils, [With
alsneeze,[1sol]to[speak.[] Yaakov
acknowledged[the [Mgift"[df[BeingLdick
beforeldeath,[sb[that[dneldan[dut[His
affairs(id[drder.[AlsheezelidlnbIdnger(al
sign[dfldeath, [But[jist[d[deminder[df
illness[{sometimes Ch[kymptom[hnd
sometimesust[A[teminder).[This ik
why[people[shy[ASUTALdr[MIVRIYUT,
or[domething[like [that,[do[d[person
who [sheezes.[Butl[the[sheezer[Himself
shouldLfuote[the[ Words[bf[ Yaakov
Avinu.[LAndLéven[though[people[dre
more[] familiar[J with(J ASUTALI (or
whatever[komeone[klse[kays[when
someonel3neezes), [kl k[ tloser[fo[4

requirementfrithelsheezerhimselfltd
say[[ISHU'ATCHAIKIVITIHASHEM.

Learned, along|long time ago, ffrom
RabbiYehuda LeibGinsberg X"0>9v

More:[1Oneof[dthe Clcommentaries
raisesLthe[Following[point:[LJAt[khe
beginningLdfLVAYCHI,[YosefLik[fold,
"Your[father[i$[sick".[Broper[dtiquette
(Jewish[ahd[maybe[gkneral)idnbt[td bk
sobluntUor[directCdwhen[giving
someone[Had[dews. Yosef[thight[Have
been[dold,Your[BrothersdrelWvell",
from WhichMosefWouldlihfer [that[His
father ras[sick.[The[ahswer[tb [this[i$
that[Becausel[df[What[We've[mhentioned
above, Yoseflhight[Have[ihferred[that
Yaakov[vas[Head[Father[than[$ick,
since[there[Was[no[sickness[aksociated
with[ddvanced[dge[ds[d[precursorlto
death.[Hence, Yosef[Had[tb[He [tbld[df
his[father's[lllnesslih [alskraightforward
manner.

€hamishiSth[Aliya
8[plsukim [[H4P: 1926

[S> 49:19M1)] Gadbwillbelblessed
withOzoodfortunel(thisisdMalbim's
interpretationwhichlisObyDfarOthe
mostl optimisticl ofll thell various
understandingsibflthelpasuk).

[S> 49:2000(1)] Asher'sl blessing
alsolkeemsltolbelthatloflprosperity
(and/orlkloquence).

[S> 49:210M1)] Naftalilisdikenedo
all swiftd deerl (or0 spreadingl tree,
accordingltolbtherlbpinions)hndls
blessedd withl eloquencell (and
probably,brosperity).
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[S> 49:22[05)] Yosef'sblessinglis
extensivell andll showsl Yaakov's
speciall lovel forll him.0 It0 is0 the
brachall ofll Avraham0 toll Yitzchak
andl ofll Yitzchakl toll Yaakovl that
Yaakovl givesl tol Yosef,O sonl of
Rachel.

AlfruitfullbonOsOyY osef.

BEN[BORAT [E[732.[The[Gimatriyaldf
Efrayim[and[Menashe: [1+80+200+ 10+
40[(Efrayim) (4 [8L(and)[H[40+50+300+
5[(Menashe) (=782

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
27[plsukim [[149:27[50:20

[S> 49:2700 (33)] Binyaminl is
blessedd withl successl (sometimes
qualified).0Rashillmentionsdprophl
ecieslofllShaullanddMordechaill &
Esther.

TheselarelYaakov'sOwordsOtolhis
126onslhndhelblessedihem.

Notelthat[Reuven's[Brachalik[ih[dhe
samelparshalds[theintroduction"[df
Yaakov's[phrting[Words[tb[his[children.
Binyamin's[brachalid[phrt[dflthe[phrsha
which[toncludes[the[3edra,[dnd[the
Book[df[B'reishit.[Burthermore,[some
of[the[dons[have[dheir[Blessing[ih[d
parshalp'tuchaldnd[dome[ih[{'tumot.
Theseldre[just[dbservations;[do[dug]
gestion[ad[td[significance, [flahy.

Commentariesll pointll outl that
Yaakov'swordsdon'thlwayslkeem
toll bel blessingsl M butl theyl do
containl impliedd blessingsl and
prophecies.

YaakovltellsO hisO sons0 thatd hel is
aboutl toll diell andl wantsl tol be
buriedl inll Me'aratl HaMachpeila.
(HeOdoeslhotmakelthemUOswearlas
Yosefldid,kincelkheylmighthotbe
infhlpositiontoltulfilllhnbath.)

Yaakovlldies.OThelOwordinglinOthe
TorahlslndirectITtheOvordseath
orldyinglarenotOuseddMindicating
thelbpeciall'qualitylofllife"strange
term0toluselhere,0butlpurposely
chosen)ll evenll inl thel deathl of
YaakovlAvinu.

Thell TorahO nextO tellsd ofll the
preparationlforburial.0Yosetltells
Par'oll ofll hisll oathll andl receives
permissionlforOthelfunerallprocesl
siondtodCanaan.0Thelfuneralland
mourninglforYaakovlisOelaborate
andlextensive.

WhenltheylreturndtodEgypt,0the
brothersll arell filledd withll guilt
feelingsll andl offer themselvesl to
Yoseflhslklaves.0Oncelbgain,OY osef
assureslthelbrothersOthatOalllthat
hasthappenedlisOGOd'sOwilllandfor
thelbest.
YosefllcriesObecauselthelbrothers
arell falselyll accusingl him0 of
planningltoltakedrevengellagainst
them.

Interesting[(and [shd) [that[gart[df(their
original [problem [Was[Hased[upon[false
accusations[1by[]Yosef[Jagainst[]his
brothers.

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
6 [plsukim [[I8D:2 | [26
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Yosefll promisesl toll supportl his
brotherslandOfamilies.0Y oseflllives
toll 1100 (lessl thanO hisO brothersO 0
punishmentlforlhearinglhisOfather
humiliateddandOnotOobjectinglMso
sayll commentaries).0 Yosefll has
helpedlraiselevenlhislgreatgrandl
children.OHetellsthisObrothersOthat
GdOwill0eventuallyOtakeOthem@Oout
ofll Egypt,Orestorel theml tol Eretz
Yisrael,0 andl hel asksO theml to
rememberll himl andl takel his
remainsll withll themO whenl they
leave.l Yosetll (andld thel brothers)
dies;thusB'reishit,thebookbilthe
AvotROmahot,[Ends.

According[tb[Seder[HaDorot[HaKatzar,
the[Brothers[died[dver[dlperiod[df[22
years,[in[thisLlorder:[IY osef,[ Shimon,
Yehuda, [ Reuven, [ Binyamin,[Yissachar,
Asher,[@evulun,[Gad,Dan, Naftali, Tevi.

CHAZAK,ICHAZAK,OV'NITCHAL
ZAKI afterl Sh'vi'ill (orl Acharon).
ChatzillKaddish,OthenltheOfinalld 4
p'sukimbhrelepeatedfortheMatftir.
(Somel sayl thatl thel personll who
getslthellChazakOaliyallshouldnot
sayllChazak,[Chazak...)

Haft¢aralRpsukim
Melachim[Alef(2t | (12

ShortOHaftaralforOalshortOsedra.0Just
aslthelsedraltellsOusloflthelfatherlon
hisldeathbedlgivinglinstructionsand
blessingsltolhislsons,landOrequesting
anlactOoflIChesed,OsoltooddoOwelfind
Kingl Davidl atl death'sl door,
instructinglhisOsondShlomolconcernl
ingl mattersl ofll Faith andl Statel and
Chesed.

Rabbil Julianl G.0O Jacobsl z"1,0 in0 A
Haftaral Companion,l makesl the
followinglobservation.OInOthelsedra,
thelterm0OusedOforlYaakov'sdpassing
onll isl "tol sleepl with0 hisO fathers",
ratherOthan0thelsimpler,0"to0die".0So
tool forl Davidl HaMelechl inl the
haftara.dnfeachlcase,0thelfatherthadl
worthyllsontodcontinuelinOhisOways,
and0thisfisOalformOofl"livinglon"Othat
resultslinfthelabsenceloflithelverb,Oto
die.
AsltherelarelsimilaritiesObetweenlthe
sedrall andl itsl haftara,d sol arel there
contrasts.ll Yaakovll speaks( tol alll his
children,0comforteddbyltheirlhaving
beenlreuniteddandlcon@fidentlindthe
factOthatOtheyDallOwilll continuelwith
thell wayll ofll lifell ofll Yaakovl and
Yitzchakl and Avraham[ beforel him.
DavidlisOspeakingltolonlyloneloflhis
sonsll andll diesl knowingll offl the
treacherylotllotherdsonsOandOpeople
whomlhelthoughtltolbelfriends.
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‘DivreitMenachem
Parshat[] Vaychillbelies[] somewhat[its
name, Iwhich(]translates(/as,[|"And[he
[Yaakov]lived".[For(while(it(istrue that
thell parshall tells[] us[] thatl] Yaakov
sojourned[in[Egypt(for[17[years[1Tand
welmaylassumelin relativeltranquility,
following[! thel[] reunionl] with[] all[] his

children(] [T the[parsha,[Inevertheless,
seems/more/concernedwithhis/death.

Onelsenses[that[lthe[narrative[lof[the
Torah(lis[] reaching(]all crossroads,[]a
pivotallturning(pointlinthefortuneslof
Bneill Yisrael.[0 With[J the[] passing[] of
Yaakov,allight(will[beldiminished that
cannot/ bel replaced.| For! even/ though
therellis[Jan[Jaxiom/[that,[I"Yaakov[lour
fatherlismot/dead"((Ta'anit(5), theTorah
proclaims/that/itwas/the timefor(Yisrael
toldie"[(B'reishit[47:29). Thatlis[to[say
thatll evenl]if(]the[llegacyll of(]Yaakov
continued, [ the[superior[spirituall state
that['Yaakov[ achieved[las  Yisrael was
aboutfofadefrom/history.

Precedinglhis(blessinglof[ Yosef'ssons,
Yaakov(ladds[Jallseemingly[lirrelevant
remark(that(Gldhadblessed him[in/Luz
(renamed/[ Bet El,[ 'The House! bf( IG(d").
However,[ thel parallellis(that/justasla
pagan[Canaanitelcity Wwastransformed
toJ allholyl] place,[]sol] could[] Yosef's
Egyptian/born[ offspring now['become
mine",[] in[] Yaakov'sl] wordsl[] (Harav
Kirschbloom).

Yes![That[imost[ elevated/ spirituallstate
"Yisrael"[may[remain[but alcherished
dream.[But[certainly everylonel oflus,
however(] tainted, ] might(] yet[] bel[] an
Efrayim/orlalMenashewholcould attain
thedistinguishedstatusiéflaYaakov".

VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: il be inaking Sheva
B'rachot [=7B] on the Shabbat that follows
the! fast of Asaralb’Tevet (which' falls on
Friday). \I"am!considering to,instead of
going! from' Kiddush'straight|into!the meal,
first_havelcake and drinks and havel the
meal later. Does' this raise_anyhalachic
issues?

ANSWER: Theshortanswerlis/that
yourlidealis[permitted. Kiddush[imust
belldonellat[IthelIplacellofllallmeal
(P'sachim(101a).[Yet[weltule that[itis
sufficientfor(this meal [to beld light(one
(Shulchan(Aruch, [Orach[Chayim(273:5
—[seelthere(whatlis[included)./Although
this[]is[ lcommonIspecifically( lat[ Ithe
daytime[ Kiddush, which[is[in[some
ways[allighter[obligation[than[that of
themight,theMalachalis[cited[in Megard
to[the[TnightI(see’Sh'mirat[JShabbat
K’hilchata[54:22).[Thus, [ the[typebf
snack[Jyoulsuggest, TwhichJincludes
cake, [ should Usuffice for [ Kiddush[to
take [effect.

Yet,JyouJasked "aboutJany[Thalachic
issues, [and welwill laddress[someminor
ones:

1)[While[thelaforementioned [Kiddush
is[valid,[and[one[¢an eatlafter(it,[it(is
not[unanimously(hield that/this Kiddush
is[sufficient.[ Rav[ M. [ Feinstein[(Igrot
Moshe, [ 1OCIIV163)[says[Ithat[Ithe
Kiddushbefore@[snacklisvalid €nough
tolallow[one(foleatbut[that(onemeeds
another(Kiddush beforeeéating the full
meal.[His[opinion[ishot[theaccepted
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one, [but[peopleloften(makeKiddush(a
second(time[las[]al]stringencyl](see
Sh'mirat[] Shabbat[ 1K hilchatal152:16,
who(seeslit[as[something[nice but(not
necessary). Kiddush(can(be(tepeated in
theldaytime, When(all[one meeds[isfo
recite JalJfew [p’sukimCJand [Jmake[Ja
b'rachaldfBoreiP'rilHaGefen. [Atmight,
wheretherelislab'rachaloffM'kadeish
HaShabbat, one[has[to take[sides, as
therelishalachicrisk[forboth [0mission
(insufficient Kiddush)/andcommission
(b'rachal1’vatala).[ActulTally, [Sh'mirat
ShabbatK’hilchata(’54:(76)), while ot
certain[whether[Rav[Feinstein Svould
require [fo(repeat/atmight, (himselflsays
that[one[should [not. (If[iyoul eatl the
second meal([soon(after(the[snack, éven
thelrepetition/ofltheBorei[P'ri[Hagefen
isfproblematic.)

2)[Onelis[notlsupposed toleat,[ tight
beforelalbreadbased meal, [the [fypeof
foodthat[wouldhot[tequirelalb'racha
duringthe Cmealbecausethat[is[Jan
unnecessaryb'rachal(seeMishna(B'rura
176:2).C’However, [lyouJJare[ldoing[it
becausellyoullfeelthatpeoplewill
appreciatelthisiSnackfo break their fast,
and[that[should (belénoughofaHeason
(at[least[for[the[great[majority [of[your
participants)[Ito[]justify[IthelIb'racha
beforethemeal.

3)[Therelis[significant[ and[ complex
halachicldiscussion[aboutwhat[one[is
supposed[toJdo[regarding(lalb'racha
acharonalonlalsnackheleats directly
beforealbread ineal [(see[the Mishna
B'rural(ibid.)@nd [V’ Zot[HaB'racha,[ch.
9[forCimore[detail).[Tolimakeallong
story[short, [the Tulelis [that[youshould
makellallb'rachallacharona, I but[Ithe

followinglarelcases Whenoneldoes[not
or[ perhaps! does[ notl makel al b'racha
acharona:[la)[Ithe[ food[is[Jonel Jthat
increases(one’s[appetite forlthe mealin
alsignificantway; B) the food fequires/a
b'rachalevenl[during[the[imeal;[¢t)Cone
will[Be datingthesamefood[duringthe
mealJin[JalJmanner[Jthat[J makes[]it
consideredal¢ontinuous(éating;[d)the
food[fallsunderthegeneral [Tbroad
categorylofibread like foods[(including
most[Icakes). JThereJis[Jaimachloket
regarding[ drinks[bnehas[both[before
and[ during[ the[‘meal, [ duel to[ which
Ashkenazim[tefrain from(a[b'rachalout
ofldoubt((seeV’zot[HaB'racha,libid.). It
is(likelythatlyouwould (havelto[¢hoose
between[ having[ imany[ peoplel 'make
b'rachalmistakes(dandhavingsomeltype
oflexplanations(orjointb'rachot, Wwhich
somel] may[] view[] as[] tacky[] and
cumbersomeand[lis[Thalachicallynot
ideal (seeMishnaB'rural193:2).

Iflyoulfeel therelisareal [gain, [youtay
chooseJtoldoOthe 1Kiddush Das Cyou
suggest[ despite[theissues, Whichlare
surmountable.[ ] The[ ] easiestl | way[]to
obviate[most/oflthe complication[is[to
waitlaround (15 [minutes [between[the
endofl the[first[installment[and[the
beginning!( lofl Ithe[ lproper( imeall (see
V’zot[] HaB'racha,[] ibid.),[] assuming
peoplelrealize that[they[shouldthen
makeB'rachotlacharonot(as(theywould
atl@shulKiddush”.
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"ETHICALIISSUES
INITHEICORPORATIONI[2]"
Al"ChallengeslofMoney"(article

by Dr.Meir Tamari

Thel[Jexistence]ofl1al] corporate[]veil
separating(theindividuallshareholders,
theldirectors[andevenlthe[employees
fromlalseparatelegal fentity[calledthe
corporation, [¢an(alsobecomelaltelease
forthem[from theirmoralfand halakhic
obligations. [ lIt[ lseems, [ however, [ that
whilst[tecognizing[the limited liability
flowing[] from[] the[] nature[] of(] the
corporation,[ourJewishsources(do Mot
allow!( Ifor[Jallcorporate[ Jveil[lin[]Ithis
respect. [It(mustbebornelin[mindthat
buying[shares(does[not/onlylentitle dne
tolshare(in[the [profits[ofithe corporation
butlgives(oneldlegalsharelinlthelassets
ofl] the[] corporation;] Halakhically
therefore, JshareholdingTis JanCact[of
ownership Withall the resultant Benefits
andlobligations. [So[wefind fulings[in
many[ldifferent[JareasJrequiring[Ithe
corporationJtoJadhereJtoJthe [Jsame
behaviorasJtheJindividualldoes[Jin
matters| flowing[ fromowner[lIship of
wealth.

Alfew[examples(will[sufficelto[make
this(clear:

1.0CorporationsCwith JalJmajority [Jof
Jewish[shareholders(aremot allowed(fo
own/chametz/duringPesachbuthave o
follow[the [Same [procedure oflmechirat
chametz[] as[J ordinary (] people[] [Elef
L'Shlomo[1238).So,for Jexample, (it
would[ bel forbidden[ to[ buyl chametz
afterPesachfrom(al¢hain(store[éwned
bylalJewish(dorporation.

2.[Peoplelarel¢onsidered(tolalways[be
responsibleforldamageldaused(directly
bytheir Cown[Cefforts, (those Cofl their
assets[orlévenwhen[dperatingthrough
an[agent.[IConceivablytherefore,[the
privateldssets[oflshareholderscould (e
subject[tolclaims[in[lieuofl damages
suffered 'through[pollutionorheglect,
wherelcorporate equitylis insufficient
forfthelclaims.

3.[JA[corporation [ with[Jewish[ share(]
holders[is[hot[ permitted[tol allow[its

assetsto[work![ for[it[on[Shabbat even

indirectly J(Panim[Meirot[11:38).[1We

have, [perhapsanextreme[ case ofl a

wholly] owned[] corporation[] whose

shareholdersWwere[told [foldivestthem[]
selves[oflalSubsidiarylthatloperatedas

their[J agent[] but[J operated[] also[J on

Shabbat. [This [was[because [ of marit

ayin,[Since[the[fact/that(the [hajority[of
itslémployeesWwerelselflemployed mon[]
Jews[was[not[public[knowledge [(Igrot

Moshe, @rech(Chayim(1:62).

4.[ Sincel al corporation(is[hot[treallyla
person, [1ibit, [defined(ds (being (between
twolJewish[people, imayl seem[to[ be
permissible.[1Nevertheless,JallJewish
corporation] requiresJ al] heteir[] iska
(MinchatYitschak).

Theseland[similar[fulings(testrict the
conceptlofithelseparateléntitySolelyfo
thetights(oflthe ¢reditors(fothe(équity
oflthelcorporation, [without[tecourse(fo
thelprivatelassets|ofl thel shareholders;
therelis[no[placelforlaltorporate veil
regarding[the [obligations “of Judaism
regarding[Imoney.[] This(Jmeans[Jthat
corporatelJofficersJofl |Jewish Jowned
corporations,[infaddition[tousual ¢on[]



siderations ofl profitland tiskhavelto
factorin[halakhot of Shabbat, kashrut,
ribit, [damages, [énvironment(and(allthe
implications (] ofl ] geneiva, | gezelJand
doing(that(whichlis[goodland[¢orrect.
Soltoo, investorshave[tol[investigate
theirCproposedinvestmentin[such[a
corporation, @ccording[tblits behaviorin
thisrespect.

Howldoldirectors(andlofficersconduct
theirlaffairslaccording(to[suchdemands
and low/are ihvestors(and(shareholders
ablel] tolJ ascertain[] and[] rank[J their
behavior?[] For[] this[] purpose, many
Israelil] corporations[] havel] adopted
ethicallcodes/andlemploylethicsofficers
both[to[loversee!its[Japplication[Jand
guidelemployeesintheirbehavior.

Alparticularlyinnovative [JandCinter [
esting[suggestion[is investment[inlan
index[oflshares[onfhelstocklexchange.
It[ismaintainedthat[this would[solve
the Cquestionofl Shabbat, Ckashrutetc.
since[the participantdoes[notl[acquire
anylownership[and[sharelin[itsprofits
but[lonly[iparticipates[in[ the[ rise[ lor
declinelofithelindex's marketprice.This
isldcceptable(from(a halakhicpoint[but
raises(thelissueloflSuchlinvestmentlas
beingm'sachek(b'kuviya, donsidered fo
belgambling.

Alternatively,[] onel] can[] invest[] in
corporations] quoted] on[] all stock
exchangeldbroadwhereWelcanlassume
nonlJewish0wnership Jproviding[Jews
don'tlhavelalsubstantial [or[ ¢controlling
share[ofl équity].[Herel[there Wouldbe
nolquestion bfl Shabbat, [ kashrut[ etc.
Howeverl(there/(still femains(a(religious
and[morallissuelto[belconsidered. All

non(Jews/are requiredby Jewish law(to
observelthe(7Noachidelaws, [dndJews
arelforbidden(tolassistithem/ih(@voiding
this(obligation(and fransgress lifneiliver
iftheyldol(so.

Nolmatter[howinvolvedlor[difficultlit
maybelto have an[investmentpolicy
basedlon[teligion, [it[is [possible,aslall
ourlother(activities are.[After(all, (there
are[some[350[¢ethicalinvestment [funds
onl]the[INew[York[Istockllexchange,
operating/according(toltheethical (faith
based[value(system[oflthe participants.
Can[Jews(teallylinvest[Wwithout[tefer(]
enceltoltheirJudaism? (J

RabbiWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
VAYCHI

EachlOnelislOneloflalKind

I'wasverylembarrassedbyrhersharp

rebuke.[1Butlllookingback, lllrealize

that(theClessonlDlearnedfromCher

brief(] criticism[1 was[1 morel valuable

thanCmostloflmylother training expel]
riences.

Itthappened(about( forty[yearsago.l
had(the good(fortunetolattend"an
intensive] workshopJ which(J was
designed(] tol] teach] young1 mental
health professionalsthe basicskills
off1thelTmethodTknownTJasIpsychol]
drama.The[workshop[leader_wasla
world]  famous[l psychodramatist,
expertlin(boththe complexities [of(the
humanipsychelandithelartloflimprov(]
isationalltheater.

Psychodramalisalrtechniquewherel’
bylallperson'slinnerlemotionallicon(]

OUlisraellCenter(rTb35 ™ 15 a[VAYCHIbB771

flicts[0 areJ actedJ out[] inJ dramatic
fashion[] under(1thel]direction(] of(] a
skilled(¢linician.tlis[similar, butimuch
more powerful,[ thanCwhat[isknown
as(toleplaying.

Early(Jon(1thelIsecond(]day(]of(]the
workshop, 1T volunteeredto playthe
therapistforCanotherCmemberCof(the
group,llet's(Icalllthim[ICharles, [ lwho
playedthepatient.[Charles(toldloflthe
challengesihewas(facingwithcertain
key(persons(inChis(life.C1lsuggested
thatlhelactloutloneloftheserconflicts
inCalparticularfashion.,of course,
waslconvinced(thatlimylisuggested
strategywas[brilliantCandCinsightful,
until,fonlyrabouttwororithreeminutes
intol] thel] exercise, ] thel] workshop
leader(] thun(TJ) dered:[] "That's[] your
psychodrama!] That's( not(] Charles'
psychodrama!"

Atlthat[preciseCmoment,1learned(to
appreciate[thatCwhatwas[going[on
insidelbf melwasbaseduponiwho(l
was,[landwasverydifferent1from
whatwas[going[on[within[Charles's
mind.[Thosewords[of[rebuketaught
merlallessonltolrememberforever:[l
am_different from[you, and[youlare
different fromme. Wearellall[ very
different[fromCeachrother,exquisitely
andlirrevocably different.

This[lesson[wasWwelllunderstoodby
ourlforefatherCUacob.[InthisCweek's
Torah[Jportion,1Vaychi,[just[Ibefore
Jacobldies,he[blesses(alllof his[Sons
and(] two] of] his[J grandsons.[] He
bestows[thesel blessingsuponlthem
separately, [fullyCJawarethat[noCone
blessingfitsithemrall.

Thell Torah(] sums(] up(] thel] entire
deathbed(Idramalwith[these[words:

"...their(fatherspokeunto them[and
blessedthem;leveryonelaccording
toUhis(blessing,1helblessed(ithem."
(B'reishit[149:28).INoJtwollblessings
werelalike.

Ilhaveloften(thought(that(the greatest
blessingthattheyleachrreceivediwas
theCmessage:["Youlare[special.LYou
arelnotlthe'sameas[lyourlbrother.
Youll havel different] personalities,
differentCstrengths, Cdifferenttalents,
and( thereforeJ youl] each(] havell a
differentldestiny."

When[J |0 read(] this(] week's[] Torah
portion, 1 amstruck with[wonder[ by
thel1 dazzling(1 array[] of (] metaphors
which(1Yaakov[Juses:[]"unstableJas
water...[] weapons(] of ] violence...[l a
lion'swhelp...[alcoltiboundfolaliree...
thelbloodof[‘grapes... the'shore[Jof
thelsea...[allarge[boneddonkey...[&
hindTletloose...falbowedshoulder...[a
judge...ClalserpentConthelroad...Cla
troopluponCtheirCheel...OfatCbread."
Diversity,[1 uniqueness,[] complexity,
individuality.[That's[themessage.

Everylparentlandleveryfeacherimust
learnithisibasiclesson. Teachersiand
parents] mustl] treatl] eachl] child
individually,[TandTmustllassurellthat
eachrchildfcomesitorknowrhisrorrher
specialness.

OurlIsages(throughouthistoryhave
imparted(] this(1 lesson(] tol] us.[1 For
example,[’lRambam,linChisfascinat(]
ing[ review(] of(] thel] early[T life[7 of
Avraham,writes:"...andhefeasoned
with(] eachl(] andl] everyl] person
accordingll tol] thatll person's
intelligence, [untillhe(convincedhim[of
thelltruth"(1(Mishneh[1Torah, THilchot
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Avodal] Zara,[J 1:3).0J Again,[] when
instructingus[of(JourldutiesTatlthe
Pesach(Seder,heltells us(thatlitlis(a
mitzvallto[relatethe[storylof(1the
Exodustoléachichildraccordingtorhis
or(Jher(] intellectual] ability.[1 Al very
young(childimust beltold(stories; one
with[limited'mentallcapacity[mustibe
given(concrete examples;blderfand
wiserlIchildren(Ican(Ibeltaughtllin(la
morel]abstract1fashion.[1"Everything
must] bel] donel] according(] to(] the
particular(Jintelligencelloflithe[Ichild."
(Mishneh( Torah, 7 Hilchot] Chametz
U'Matza,(7:2)

AmongImy(Ifavorite[lessays[lon[Ithe
subjectIoflleducationJwasl1thelone
written by thellate['RabbiElimelech
Bar(J Shaul,] oncel] the[l Rabbill of
Rehovot.[Helwrote,lIflwelgive[more
tol] onelJ who(lis(]only[! capablel] of
receivinglless,thenCwe[havel[given
himnothing.TAndrifCwelgivellessito
onelwholcan(receivemore,'welhave
failedourmission,‘andworse[ITthe
studentmayrcomertolthinkthatithere
isCholmore, or(thatltherelisinomore
forthim."

Giving(too/much(tolone(with(allesser
capacitycan( frustratehim[irremedil]
ably.['Giving[tooTlittle tolonelwitha
greater(]capacity[Jshortchanges(1him
and(cheats(him,Jandworse[l[Timay
alienaterhimforever.

Jewish[Imystics[1seellThuman(idiffer(]
encesasbutpartCof(theAlmighty's
cosmicldesign.[Thus, RabbilYaakov
Moshel( Charlap,J al]l mystic(lin[] the
traditionJof(This[CJmaster,[1Rav1Kook,
writes:'Therelis[hoduplicationlinthe
universe. Justlas noltwol peoplelare
perfectlyalike,'solthereare noltwo

things, DinCallCof Cuniverse, CthatJare
alike.[Eachlperson,Tlikethelgrainsrof
sandlon(thelseashore, haslalspecial
qualitylandlalspeciallnovelty.

Mysticll orrealist, Jappreciating(J our
differenceslislourlvitaltaskas[Jews,
ashumanrbeings,andaslresidents
of(the[Almighty'sicosmos.J

VAYCHI Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Menashe and Efrayim:
Tying up Loose Ends

Context: Upon hearing that Yaakov has
fallen ill, Yosef gathers his sons, Menashe
and Efrayim, and rushes to his father's
bedside.

During the ensuing conversation Yaakov
takes two dramatic steps that carry
powerful practical implications for the
future.

1. Yaakov proclaims that Menashe and
Efrayim will be considered on par with his
own children in the determination of his
legacy. Through this statement, Yaakov
creates the tribes of Efrayim and
Menashe in place of the single tribe of
Yosef.

2. The patriarch blesses his grandchildren
as follows: "Through you will Israel bless,
by saying: 'May God make you like
Efrayim and like Menashe..." To this day,
Jewish parents bless their sons with the
formula "May God make you like Efrayim
and like Menashe," while daughters are
blessed with the prayer "May God make
you like Sara, Rivka, Rachel and Leah."

Questions: Why are Efrayim and
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Menashe counted among the tribes of
Israel? No other grandchild of Yaakov is
accorded this singular honor.

Why are Efrayim and Menashe chosen as
the paradigms for our sons to emulate
rather than the patriarchs, Avraham,
Yitzchak and Yaakov? Do the oldest sons
of Yosef possess specific character traits
that we wish upon our own children or
are we arbitrarily fulfilling Yaakov's
prophetic prediction: "Through you
[Efrayim and Menashe] will Israel
bless..."?

Approaches:

A.The tribal legacy: Yosef 's reward.

We will see that Reuven, Yaakov's eldest
son, loses the firstborn's leadership role
as a result of his personal failings. In his
place, Yehuda earns and assumes those
responsibilities of leadership.

There are two other privileges of the
birthright, however, which Reuven loses,
as well. The honor of religious steward
ship is reassigned to Levi while the
double inheritance normally accorded to
the firstborn is transferred to Yosef.

The creation of the tribes of Efrayim and
Menashe can thus be attributed to
Yosef's merit. As a reward for his
righteousness and in acknowledgment of
his achievements, Yosef receives his
"double portion" as the progenitor of
these two tribes.

B. Emphasizing Yosef 's aloneness.

While the creation of two tribes bearing
the names of Yosef's sons can certainly
be seen as a reward for Yosef's right
eousness, this same phenomenon, in
ironic fashion, underscores a tragic
dimension of his life. Yosef's name does
not appear in the list of tribes along with
his brothers. Yosef's lonely position as
the ultimate outsider is thus cemented

and preserved for posterity.

Yosef never succeeds in becoming part of
any society in which he finds himself.
Although wildly successful in Egypt, he
never earns the full trust of the
Egyptians. Even more significantly, he is
never fully accepted into the company of
his brothers, who do not have confidence
in his intentions right through the end.

A delicate balance, mirroring Yosef's
complex life, is thus struck in the tribal
system. Yosef's material success will be
reflected in the double portion he
receives through his sons. His isolation,
however, is also mirrored in Yosef's own
conspicuous and now eternal absence
from the company of his brothers.

C. Reaching across the generations.

Yaakov is the first personality in the
Torah and the only patriarch to openly
relate not only to his children, but to his
grandchildren, as well.

The last patriarch, however, goes a major
step further. He concretizes his
relationship with Efrayim and Menashe
through the creation of tribes bearing
their names, thereby ensuring that the
tribal system of Israel will span the
generations. With great foresight, he
consciously weaves the concepts of the
extended family and of intergenerational
relationships into the very fabric of our
national structure. (Note that building
upon this phenomenon, Yaakov's son
Yosef is the first individual in the Torah
to interact with his great grandchildren.)
These relationships will remain indis
pensable to the transmission and
development of Jewish tradition across
the ages.

D. The blessing: sibling harmony.

Efrayim and Menashe succeed in revers
ing a tragic trend which characterizes
sibling relationships from the time of
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Kayin and Hevel through the patriarchal
period. They are the first major set of
brothers, recorded in the Torah, whose
relationship is not marked by jealousy,
rivalry and strife. The love between
Efrayim and Menashe apparently endures
even when Efrayim is given precedence
by Yaakov over his older brother,
Menashe.

E. A world apart.

Yaakov reacts with wonder when he
reflects upon meeting his grandchildren
towards the end of his life. This reaction
mirrors the unexpected nature of Efrayim
and Menashe's success. These two child

ren grew up in exile, separated from their
extended family since birth, yet remained
identifying members of their family.

The patriarch, therefore, selects his two
grandchildren as the paradigm for
blessings across the ages. Their selection
sends a powerful message across the
turbulent history of our often scattered
people.

"May God make you like Efrayim and
Menashe,” we bless our sons. May you
always be spiritually connected to your
family and people, no matter where you
live, no matter how physically distant
you may be. ®

Praying@ithPassion

Giving(more[meaningtolour(T'fillah
OneWeek[at(alTime
Excerptedandreprinted(with(permission
ofltheauthor

P'sukeild'Zimra:
HOd“ Be[Amazed!

'I’IjN‘?DJ 927 rnn vip wipa iy 1 W
AT VB 1’3]?73 ,ﬂf?;? WWN

Meaning:ktdanslation...

Searchldut[Hashem [ahd[His[might,[skek
His[Presencelalways. Remember
HisWonders[that[He[wrought,
His[pharvels and[thejddgments[df
Hislohouth...

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofithelprayer

TheT ool [Of[Gratitude

Remembering[ Hashem’sCvonders[hnd
marvels[Chllows[us[ko[deal Cwith[(His

judgments.
Insight: Deeperloheanings...
Building[OurTrustlh(Hashem

Alhint[dt[(fhe[ForcebehindChaturelis
foundCh (he vord (for Chature Cikself (3
HaTEVA.

Theldematrial{numericalCéquivalent) Lf
the[Words[#he[dame[ds[that[bfldhe
wordfor LJGId, LIELOKIM](Sefer L1Pri
Tzadik,[dn[@hanuka[14,[p.82).[Whatl[this
reveals[id[that[dature [i3[id [rkality st [ah
earthlyChnanifestation Cbf{ Hashem,[hnd
thatUiniraclesCare[&mbeddedlinCévery
aspectUof[creation.[For [instance, [lit
seems[Thatural” [tb [alperson[that[Helchn
take[h[breath,Dwvag[hisCrongueCIn[Ch
certainWayahd[producelsbunds[chpable
of ] expressing[] profound [ ideas.[1It’s
natural, [But[mhiraculousliddeed.

The[Chmazing[brecision[hnd[kreativity
that[gbes(idto [everyakpect [df[this[wWorld
isCh[kource[JofCkremendous[kpiritual
inspiration Livhen[dne[dets[his[thind[fo
thinking[] aboutl] it.[] Attaining[] this
inspiration, [ Jhowever,[requires[active
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thought.[If[(3omeonedurnsCon[d[dom[]
puter[hnd[pressesLsomelbuttons,[he
might[He [inpressed By (What[algowerful
new Ldomputer[dan[do.[Butli[He[rhakes
the[éffortldoLlinderstand[(the[intricate
circuitry[ChndChrogramming[thatCvent
into[the [design, [His [alve [id [huch[gheater.
“Theldesigner [ohust[hhve[Beenlalgknius!”
helhight[declare[{see [(TMy[Father[My
King” [{ArtScroll) By [Rabbi[Zelig Pliskin).
NotLdnly[does[Hashem’s[design [df[the
world [testify (o[ His[Cwisdom, Cbhut[t
testifies (o [Mis[Rindness[ds[Well. (He ik
like[dhe[perfect[Bostvho[dees[Ho[his
guest's[évery[heed,[providingLhot[just
theldecessities, [Hut[dontinual [sburces[df
pleasurelahdIdelight.

Human[Chature s [Such, Chowever, [that
whatever[dne[Becomes[dccustomeddo
seems[]“natural”.C0For[Clexample,[Ithe
generation[&f{Jews[BornLih [the[desert
saw[Manna [{[Bread [ffrom[Heaven [IIHs[d
naturalCphenomenon, Gust[asCveper]
ceiveLour[*water [from[heaven”[las
natural.(] Therefore,[d the[d Meshech
Chochmall explains[d (Vayikrald 26:4),
Hashem[performsCdpen[iiracles[from
time[to [dme,[deminding[[Us[that[dature
bends[tb[His[will.

Appreciating[G[d's[gerfection ik [d[dec]
essary[step[tbward[Beinglable[tb[akcept
Hishiidgments[aks[Well. [This[dxplains[the
connection[between[the[beginning[bf
thelvkrse,["[RememberHis[Wonders[that
he[Mrought”,[ahd[the[skcond[dart[df[i,
“HisLharvels[dnd[the [fidgments[df[His
mouth.”[] Onlyd by[d understanding
Hashem’s[perfectionllcan[allperson
comprehend[that[goodness[ik[thefinal
outcome[bf[AlI[Ahe [Fjudgments” [1the
troubles[dnd[ihjustices[dneldeeslih[the

world.

Trustinglih[their[darents’Ibve,[dhildren
canlakceptlthelgaintheir[garents[sbmel]
times[thust[dut[them[through.Mikewise,
by[absorbing[into[our[lhearts[Ithe
evidenceldflG[d's(dvelthat[is[all[aFound
us, e [chn[thust[that[His[lidgment, [tbo,

comes[ftomIdve.

Visualize:

Images(thatblinglthe [prayer[td life
Enjoy Your[Stay!
Youl[Have[decently[dotten[harried,[dnd
youlhare[going[to [kpend Llyour[First
Shabbat[ht[your[hew[InlAws’'home.
WhenYouldrrive,[Jouldre[Tedihto[d
guest[ foom[AdornedLvith[Ch[beautiful
bouquetl bf[ flowers.[Every[HetailChas
clearlyBeenldrepared [With [yboulih [chind.
Therel[i$[dldmall[defrigeratorHlled [With
your [fvorite[shacks[and[Heverages, [and
your [fvorite [hookhhs [been léft[dn lybur
night[dable.[They'veldven[Supplied Jou
with[dftesh[tube[dfMour[Hard[tb [find
organicltbothpaste.[Bvery[rheal [features
your[fhvorite[fbods, [fbllowed [By [dne [df
your[fvorite[desserts.

YoullmightClpass[lthroughUthe Clentire
Shabbat[] not[] noticingl] the[ special
attention[paid (o [Your[heeds.[ Accus]
tomed[tb [@ll[the [Amenities our[ih [EAws
haveldrovided, [you[rhight[thke [it [l [fbr
granted.[But[i[youldid[that, You[dould
miss[the[thessage [df[(Hountiful Ibve[they
arelttyingltblsénd.

Wordfo[the Wise:
Meaning[wWithin [the [oheaning
NIFL'OTAV,[His[Wonders”’[dre[G[d's
“hiddenLthiracles” [(Malbim, (T'hilim[9:2);
the[temarkable Horces[bfChature[that
enable(lifelahd[the World[tb[ekist.

MOF'TAV [rkfers[tb[things[that[dccurlih
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the[Morld, Mhich[are [dut[dflthe[datural
order. (Vilna'Gaonon'Divrei Hayamim)

Try(lthis: when you say ZICHRU
NIFL'OTAYV, think of something visible
natural or manmade that arouses in you a
sense of amazement. Picture it, and feel the
full sense of amazement it arouses.

PortionfromithePortion

Welwilllbelyourislaves

ThelbrothersThaveJjustiiburiedtheir
father(Yaakovlin[Eretz[ Yisrael.[They
returntolEgyptrandithebrothersibegin
tolworry.[Infall families[as(longlas(the
elderparents[arelalivetherelis[aforce
that(holdsalll1the[Isiblings[Itogether.
EvenlJamongst(thellbest[Iof(Ichildren
there[1 canll bell smallll differences
between(them,but’asllonglasleitherlof
thel parentslisU stillJ alivell therell is
something(that[ binds[ them[together.
Theymay[meet(Jforholidays[Jatthe
parents'chome, forLexample.[Butloften
after(thel1death[of( the[Iparents,[Ithe
bondI holdingthe ] children(] together
becomesloosened( I 1theylmightnot
meet[] as[] often(] and(] siblings| may
becomelestranged fromonelanother.
Evenimore(solin(the family[of(Yaakov,
wherel] therel] had(l been(] conflicts
between thelbrotherslin(thelpast. After
Yaakov's(ldeath, 1theJbrothersJworry
thatl maybell Yosef( stillL] harbors( a
hidden[grudge( againstl‘themiand(he
wouldtakelouttevengelagainst’them
(B'reishit[50:15).

Solthelbrothers gavelanlorder(tolsay
toLYoseflin[their father's_hame*[SA
NAPESHATACHECHAV'CHATATAM
KIDRA'ACIG'MALUCHA...[ Iforgive[the

iniquityof[yourlbrothers and[their[sin
thoughtheydid Cevil (tolyou[1(50:17).
Thelbrothersalsoladd"ontheirCJown
request:[1[1SACINATL'FESHATJAVDEI
ELOKEITAVICHA1Tforgiveltheliniquity
of theservantsof Jthe JGLd ofJyour
father.[Theylalsofellldownlin[front of
him(Jandlgavellthemselves lover(ito
Yoseflasislaves[(50:90).

Welcanlasklalfew[questionslon(these
verses. JFirstCof(Jall,lwe [ neverheard
Yaakov(saytheselWords?Secondly,if
thel brothers( say(] that(] their] father
instructed Y osef[ to forgive them[iwhy
arelthey(givingthemselves(over(to’him
aslJslaves?1Don't[ltheylIseem(]to[be
contradicting'themselves?

Rabbil David[ Holzer www.holzerseforim.com
inChisbook[on(thelinsights of[ Rabbi
Joseph(] B.[J Soloveitchik,[] “The] Rav
ThinkingrAloudlon(theParsha”,[brings
hisCown(insightinto[these[ questions.
Thelbrothersweren'tCJworried Jabout
Yosef's(forgiveness(for(theirlown[sake
butrforralgreater’cause.[Theywanted
tolbelsurelthatitheyldidaful[ T'SHUVA
and(gotlafullKAPARAfor(their(sins.(It
wasmnotlenoughforithelbrothersforget
Yosef's(] forgiveness(| —[] theyl[] also
wantedlaiKAPARATIsolthelsinshould
be(totallywiped(out.

Aslit sayslinthe [ Talmud(Yomal75:),
Therellarelsomelsinsthatlone[gets
KAPARALimmediately(when[theyl'do
T'shuva,buttherelareotherisins that
require[morelthen(just T'shuvalllsuch
as[1T'shuvallandJYom[Kippur.[IThen
therel] are] other(J sins[] that(l require
T'shuva, [ 'Yom[ Kippur(landdifficulties
(yisurim).JAnd OforOthe UsinCof JChilul
Hashem,onelonlylgets(KAPARA after
one'sldeath.

Thellbrothers_hadldone[T'shuvaland
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YosefJhadforgivenIthem, Jbutthey
offeredJthemselves[las[slaves(Jas]a
means[of_getting ful LKAPARA.LTThey
didJnotOwantOfuturelgenerationsof
Jews(to haveltolsufferin(Egypt orifor
theTASARATHARUGEITMALCHUTto
dielasa/means(oflgetting[KAPARAIfor
their] sins.] They( tried(] to[] prevent
centuries(ofJewish(suffering.

But[Yosefltells[themthatChelcouldn't
help them (HATACHAT ELOKIMCANI
(50:19), IKAPARAMwiping[the[Jslate
clean,lislonlylin(G(d's/hands.

SINCETHE'BROTHERS offered
themselveslas(slaves,herelis[alrecipe
forCalIfood[Jeaten( byl thelIslaves(lin
Americall[Tigrits Imade(from[coarsely
groundCcorn.df(youlcan'tfind[grits[you
can(] substitute] polenta] (the [ Italian
equivalentl)lor_cream[of(wheat (made
fromCwheatlinsteadof_corn), orCcorn
meal(] (notJaslcoarse).[] Grits[them[]
selvesl don'trhavel much( taste(Tthey
need(allotoflhelp.

GRITS
3lcupsiwater

1leupgritsi{coarselylground corn)if
youluselinstantiadjusticookingtime

1Tbsplsalt
1Tbsploil

Heat[ thewater[to[boiling[inCallarge
saucepanlovermedium_heat.[Addthe
saltCJand[Joil.JPourlinthegritsCIvery
gradually,stirringCtheJwhole [ time[to
preventlumps./Reduce(thelheat/tollow
(onelortwobubbles should fiseltolthe
topTatalltime),[Jand]cook,stirring
constantly, Juntilitender. [IGrits[should
belas(thick asoatmeal, hot runny_or

stiff. [If the(grits(gettoo thick towardthe
endloflthelcooking(time, stirfin(arlittle
hotiwater.[Servelhot.

Iflyouwantlafancier(tecipe with[grits,
preparelthelbasiclgrits, then(stirlin[V4
cuplsoy milk,(4Tbsplbrown(sugar, V4
cupl] pineapplel] juice.[] Pourll into[l a
greased(bakingldish. SprinkletopWwith
shredded(] coconut,[] crushed(] macal]
damialnutsfandiginger.'Bakeat[180°C
forfabout30minutes.

CHIZUK #DUD

Divrei Torah|from|the weekly|sedra
with'alfocus'on livingin Eret; Yisrael 11
Chizukfor Olim & Idudfor'notyet Olim

"Increase in the Land"

Yaakov[] blesses[1] his[1 grandchildren
Efrayim[ahdMenashe:["Let[them[chrry
my[dame, [Along[With [the[dame [df[chy
fathers, [ Avraham [And[Yitzchak.[May
they lidcrease[id [the [Lhnd[like[fish".

Alclirsorylglancelat[the[cknsuses[taken
in[4he[Wilderness,[And[dgainLin[dhe
Plains[afMoav, [révealsthatlthe hlimber
oflthe[tvoltlibes[did[dot[dxceed[that
of(dhe[dtherHribes.[df[do, lvhen[dnd
wherelwas[Yhakov's[blessinglréalized?

Theldnswer,[says[the[Gaon[df[Vilna,
may bk fdundlid [the Bbok ofYlehoshua,
even[before[ the[ 1and[wvas[ Hivided
amongst[ the[tribes.[JThe[Josephites
said[td Jdshua:(MVhy hhve lybulgivenme
alsingleIdt, [alsingle [strip [dflldnd, [ak[ah
inheritance? [ IWhy, LI Llhave[la[ Thuge
population, [since[God[Has[Hlessed[the
solgreatly"[(Yehoshua[17:14).[0h[the
relatively[3hortLpanLbf[ time[$ince
enteringl the[1and,[ the[ khildren[bf
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Yoesf[] experienced[] a[] population
explosion[andrequired[Ja[lgreater
portionl] of[] territory.L] Yehoshua
responds:[TIflourCpopulation s 3o
great,[do[to[the[fbrest[dnd[dlear[the
landforClyourselvesUlthere LinCthe
territory [bf[ the[Perizzites[hAnd[the
Refa'im, [séeinglthatlybuatelcramped(id
the[Hill [dountry [df[Bfrayim"[{bid.LT5).
ThelGemaralskes[id Yehoshua's[Words
an[hcknowledgement[ bf[_their[§reat
number:[1Go[Bide[Yourselves[ih[Hhe
forests[sb[that[the[EVil [Elye Willhhve[nb
power[dverlybu" [(BavaBhatrallll 8a).

Yaakov's[Mords[Were,[ihdeed, [flifilled,
"May [they[ihcrease[ih [the[lland".[Dnly
in[the[hndldfIdraelWillltheir[numbers
multiply like[that ofthe fih.

Thanks[to[4[burgeoning[population,
Israel[tbday [cbntains[the [drgestJéwish
populationloffahylcbuntrylid[the Morld.
NaturalCincrease[Chnd CdmmigraItion
have[daised[the [Jewish [Jopulation [to
more[than filve ahd [alhhlf[mdillion.

May [Welcbntinueltd [skelthefillfillment
of(¥aakov's[Blessing[upon [all [df3rael (]
"May[they[ihcrease[ih [#he[land[like
fish".

Rabbi Reuven Grodner, Kfar Adumim

ParshaPix
explanations

Note[to[parents,[randparents,[hnd
hosts[af[Shabbat(gliests: [On[phge 2lybu
willlfind[d[dlassic, [drowded [RarshaPix
with[Ibads [dflskdralstarting[goints[fbr
youlhndyour [ ¥amilyChnd[Shabbat

guests.[Somel[alelstraight[[drward[ahd
suitable[JforLlyoungerUchildren[and
guests[with[beginners'[Ibackground.
Other[dlements[dflthe[BP[akel[tFickier
(play[dn[Words,[riddle [ypelclues, [etc.)
and[alel[slitable[fbr(dlder[childrenahd
adultsOwvithCore[background.[LYou
who[dre[deading[this Wil (Be[dble[do
guide[] the[ discussion] of [ Parshat
HaShavualatlybur[Shabbatltables[id [the
bestwhay.

+—~ Locklahd[chain[ih[Upperléft[id [fbr
the[Tsuperlclosed" Lhature Lbf[ the
beginningLbfLVAYCHI{see[$edra
Summary [dr[dktails).

=~ The[Bed[ik[hentionedthorelthan
oncelatlthebkginninglofithelsédra.

s~ Thelcrossed[Hands[ale[YMaakov's,[ak
he[gut[His[dght[Hand[dn[Bfrayim's
head[dnd His[kft[dn[Menashe's.[Tt
should[hot[éscapelburlattention
that[the Book[df[B'reishit(d[FILLED
with[firstborn[skcond[dhild[ksues.
Kayin[land[Hevel.[1lYishmael[hnd
Yitzchak,[Yaakov[dnd[Risav,[Yosef
and[his[Brothers.[Reuven[dn[the
one[thand[(And[Levi,[Yehuda,[And
Yosef[bn[the[bther.[Peretz[And
Zerach.HrayimahdMenashe.

s~ Theldrownedion[i3[fbr[Yehuda, 2k
isCthellionC¢ub.[Yehuda's[bracha
refersCtohim[Chs[ChALIGURL{cub),
ARYEIEAndMAVILJions[at[different
stages [of [their[ives). Mehudalkib[id
alcbmmon [nhme [phir (Based[dn[this
bracha.[] And[] his[] kingship[] is
symbolized[ by Ithe[crown,[]of
course.

=~ The[wolfLis[Binyamin.[Binyamin
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Ze'ev[VolfOisCalso CJa[Cdcommon
combinationloflnhmes.

The[fucet[id[fbr[Reuven[(based[dn
what[Yaakovlsdid td [him).

Thelldrael[Postal [Authority[emblem
is fbr[Nlaftali. Nlaftali(Mzvi[Hirsh, [dr
two Lbf[(those[Bhree[Chames[bften

comeltdgether.
ThelshakeidfdrDan.

Theldonkeylidfdr Yissachar
ThelshipisfdrZevulun
Thelblead[iS[Asher

Thelohath [like[statement[stands[fbr
Efrayim[Jand[1Menasheare[like
(approx.LlequalClto) [ IReuven[hnd
Shimon.[Mlumerically, [this[i{d[sb[tbo.
E&M[EZB2[ahdR&SE=EZBI.

TherelidlalDavkalgkaphicloflalfdther
blessing[His[son [(the (M ords[dflthe
brachal tome[from[Vaychi...CAnd
from[wherelelse?)

The[Byramids[id [the (Hot[desert[slin
remind[ls[Wherelthe[dedraltakes
placelahdWherelthelehdof[B'reishit
finds [uk. [d Mitzrayim.

Chazak[id[fbr[the[cbnclusion[dflthe
booklofBlreishit.

The[photo[between[theldonkey's
noselahd[the [Boy[Being[hlessed[id[al
picture[df[Kever[David[dnd[defers
tolthe[hhftara.

Sodoo,Lih[dhe[dbwer[right[ik[dhe
openinglafYloav's[tlinnelfid [the [Qity
of[David[ITIR [DAVID, then[IHoned
in[theHaftaralds[Mhere[David[Was

buried.

Theldluster[dflgrapesland[Beyore,
Winnie[dhe[Pooh's[donkey[friend
are[Hor[part[bf[ Y¥ehuda'sCbracha
(49:1 1) CIMOSRICLAGEFENCIRO...
"Hellbads[down [His[donkey [With[al
[single] Cgrapevine..."[Eeyore[kven
soundsike [the[Word[ih[the[dasuk
forldbnkey.

Thereli$ [[BranchWith [dwo léaves
on[it[ahd[tvo [dyes[(the [CBS[Ibgo)
on[the(daves.IhMaakov's[Words[tb
Yosef,[lwe[Ifind: CIBEINLCIPORAT
YOSEF,[BEIN[BORATIALEI[AYIN...
Aldharming[sbn[i$ Yosef, [Aldharm ]
ing[sbn [tb[thel[dye.[Dr[ftom [alvkery
differentCltranslation:[Yosef[lis[h
fruitful Lslon, [([like] [@ffuitful vine [(Hy
the[fbuntain...O0h[TTriddlese, CALEI
AYIN[ate[ldaves[ofle}es.

Surrounding[the[fihgers[df[¥aakov's
crossed[dver[bhnds, [ak[iflemanating
from[them, [ale[mhany [dfthe [symbol
for[the[Zodiacldign[df[Risces,[the
fish.[Ih[Yaakov's[Brachaltb [Yosef[i3
his[ blessings[] to[] Efrayim[] and
Menashe.[ ] May[He[Bless[the[lhds,
and[Iétlthem [chrry[hy[dame,[along
with[the[hames[ofCIny[fathers,
Avraham[And[Yitzchak.[May[they
increase [id [the [dnd [ike [fish."

LogoLbf[the[Los[ Angeles[ Angels
baseball[] team.[] AL traffic[] light
showinglgreen.[AWhale.[dnd[the
letters[(n[DId[Bnglish [THurposely)
OT.[From[thisCvegetCHAMALL]
ACH [(the[Angel) [(ha) GOMWHALE
(say[it[quickly [And [dot[sb [darefully
and[itlcbmes[dut[QO'EIL),[then [OT.
As[ih[HaMalach[Halgb'eil [dti[{nikol
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ra)...[An[DId[Bnglish [T Oboks [alllbt
like [l @, [sb [We[also [gkt[HaMallakh
HaGo'el[ODSI[(hslih [the[Ashkenazic

pronunciation.

= Alongltheldight[side[are[(ME'ARAT
HAMACHPEILA,[KEVER[BACHEL,
SHILOH[(hll[ftom [the [skdralih [dne
way[dr[dnother),davel for[DAN,
andlalphrchmentlof...what[&thy?

VAYCHI Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

B'reishitl50:20' AndllY osefltommanded
thelphysiciansllol@mbalmlhisfather."

Rabbill Meirll Leibushl (thell "Malbim"
180901 879)annotlbomprehendll osef's
commandl thatll hisl father'sl bodyl be
embalmed,l] andl declaresl that,ll "the
purposeﬂofﬂtheﬂburiaIDceremonyDisDto
enablelthellieadlperson'slbodylolturnlio
dust."

Jewishbburiallkiteslkeflectlthelimmense
differencellbetweenlthellbodyllandlthe
soul.ll Koheletl] (12:7)0 describesll our
releaselfromlthelbody's[thainsvhenlve
passthway:['Thenlkhallltheldustlreturn
tollthellearthllaslitlwas:[andlthelspirit
shalllreturnJunto GO whol gavellit."
AccordinglltollKabala,Jonlydwhenlthe
body[keturnsltolldustlhaturally,lkanlthe
soullteturnHo[GH.[Andlinortalitylis[first
mentionedlinll GIH'sOwordsOtol] Adam:
"forlldustllyoullarellandluntoldustlshall
youlleturn"[{B'reishitl}: 19).

Dustll isl suitablel forll describingll the
naturel] ofl] thell humanll body, which
consistsloflldrylboneslandl flesh.0 As

Rabbill Davidll Kimchill (thell "Radak",
116001235), Dwriteslinbhislkommentary
on[B'reishit:[!Mostlbflthelhumanlbody's
componentslhndlburlbones, vhichlkeep
thell bodyll upright,ll arell cold,] dry
materials,[likeldust.”

Whereaslburiallkeleasesthelkpiritlfrom
thelbody,hllowing[ltllolhscendlhndlake
itsl placell inll heaven,ll embalming
perpetuatesl] thell body'sl physicality.
Regardinglthellembalminglofllyaakov,
RabbillSamsonlRaphaellHirschl(1808[
1888),[hlkontemporarylbfltheMalbim,
observes,[I"Herellwellseellanllinteresting
contrastlbetweenlthell Egyptianlview,
whichlexpresseslitselfllin[thellembalml]
inglofllthelldead,landlthelllewishlview.
ThellEgyptiansllembalmedlithelldead,lko
thatll thell bodyll wouldll retainll its
uniqueness;[l however, theyll didl not
considerll thell soull unique.ll However,
accordingltoludaism'sliiew, thelSoullls
eternallbndlthelbodylhaslholbermanent
place.lOurlmortallbodylturnslitoldust
andll experiencesll manyll material
incarnations."

ItBhouldbelpointedlbutlthatlihe[Hebrew
wordlCHANITA,lembalmingllislalso
usedlinlconnectionl withl agriculture:
CHANITATOILANOTDorICHANITAT
PEIROT,[tollmeanlithelripeninglloflithe
fruitlbnlthellree.Whereas,[hccordingllo
thell firstll usage,ll anll illusionl exists
becausellembalmingllaims[tolpreserve
deadllpeoplellislifltheylwerellalive,lthe
usellofllthellwordltollmeanlripeningllof
fruitltefersltolhlprocesslthatlslerylteal
Molhifelforcelthatthwakensnltheltree
afterlitthaslbmerged[romlhibernation.

Welhrellnystifiedbylly osef'slrequestlto
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embalml hisl father's[] body;|:| afterl all,
beforell hell died,l] Yaakovll instructed
Yoseflkolburylhim[inltheltomblofllthe
patriarchsandl matriarchslinHebron.
However,[IRabbillHaim[IBen[Attarll(the
"Ohr[Hachaim" [ 696[]1 743)[tateslhat,
"Yosefll showsl greatll respectl forll his
fatherllbecauselthellembalmin Dproceﬂ
dureﬂisueservedﬂforﬂlonorable%citizens
andl forllpharaohs.0Orperhapsl Y osef
fearslthellEgyptiansmightdmisunderll
standlall refusalltollembalmll Yaakov's
bodyITkhatlkheylmightlthink[hellisthot
deadlor(thatlhislcorpselldoeslnotlneed
embalminglbecauselltlbmitstholbdor?lin
anyllcase, lItherellisthelldistinctldanger
thatll thell Egyptiansl mightl decidell to
worshipliaakovlhsllgod."

InlthelviewlofIRabbilly ehudallHaNasi
(135[2190CE),leditorlloflthelMishna,
however,[Y oseflinsUvhenthelinstructs
thellEgyptians(itollembalmlhis[father's
body:[I'WhyldoesllY osefllielbeforelhis
brothers?[Becauselhelhaslbmbalmedhis
father,IwhichllislagainstlHalacha.[IG[
tellsOhim:0Did0youl notlthinkO 10 was
capablelbflpreservingllyourlfather,[khis
righteouslpersonllvholhaslervednelbo
well?[AfterlhI1,0Baidlolhim,['Fearlhot,
youllvormlvaakov"[{Yeshayahul#1:14),
whichUshouldlbelread,0"Fearllnotlthe
worm,[Dlaakov."

Accordinglio[Rabbill ehuda,lv osefliries
tollfightllthelhormallbiologicalllprocess
wellindergolbflteturningltolHustlhs[bur
bodiesHecompose.lUnableltolbartlfrom
hisl father,] Yosefll thusll adoptsl the
Egyptian[l customll ofll embalmingll the
dead.

Whenlpeoplellwhomlwellholdldearlare

dying,velfooltrylfollhwartlthe[Angel[bf
Death'slplans.lindeed,lallverylmoving
storyldppearslinfthe[Babylonianlralmud
(Ketuvot)lbon[Ikerning[Rabbilly ehuda's
lastdmomentslonlearth.ISeeingltheir
masterl{ldying,[hisdiscipleslldeclarella
publiclfastlday.0TheylpraylforllGLH's
compassionll andll proclaim,ll "Anyone
wholkays[thatlIRabbilly ehudallisldying
willlbelpiercedllvithhBword."

Thelrabbi'sOmaidservantlclimbsltolithe
roofllofllhislhomellandlprays,["Heaven
wants[Rabbilly ehudalhndlkolHoes[karth.
Maylitlbellyourllwill,HOUGH,Othat(the
heavenlwillllsuccumblitolearth'slwill".
Whenlkhelbbservesthow[Rabbilly ehuda
issufferingllandlinl pain,0shellprays,
"MaylitbellyourlwilllOUGMthat[the
earthlwilllsuccumbltolheaven'slwill."
Seeing[thatlthelliiscipleslhreltontinuing
toll prayforlthelrabbi'sUrevoverylshe
takeslblklaylbitcherlandlhurls[itlkolthe
groundlbelow.[Thelkoundlbflthelkrash
causeslthellscholarslitollstoplprayingll-
andljustllthen,I Rabbill Yehudall finally
departslifromlthislworld.0Thelstudents
asklBarllKaparalltollseellwhetherlltheir
masterlhas,linlfact,Udied.0WhenlBar
Kaparalliscoverslthat[Rabbilly ehudalls
gone,lhellleclares:[I' Angelslhndlhumans
struggledl overll thell Holyll Ark.0 The
angelslovercamellthellhumans,Jandllthe
HolylArk[haslbeenllcaptured!"linlBar
Kapara's[byes,[fherefore,ﬂ?abbiDYehuda
isllikeltheltabletsDonOwhichlthelTen
Commandmentsll  werell inscribed:
EveryonellvantedolholdlbnHolhim.

Deathllcloseslthellchapterlofllphysical
life,[l andl thell livingll mustl carryl] on
despiteltheirlkrief.0WhenlyaakovlHies,
thellesponsibilityforliafeguardinglGH's
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blessinglltolthellpatriarchslislplacedlin
thelhandsloflhisldescendants,lwholbid
farewelllltollhisdbodylbutlpreservelhis
spirit.

The[Puah[Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'in'Accordance with Halacha

AlBetterMarker
forFFertilityLLevels

Welhavebeen[discussingthellevellof
follicle[Stimulatinghormone[(FSH)(in
the loodland how [itmaybeised[as
anlindicator[offertility. Ttwould/seem
that[thehigher(the[FSH[levels,[the
lowerthefertilitypotential. (Y etCwe
saw thatTeducing[FSHevelsdoesmot
necessarilyresultlin(apregnancy.

Therehas[beenmuchlactivitylinlthe
medical [¢community(lately, [attempting
to[findCalbetter[indicatorofT fertility
potential.[In[fecent(years(attention has
been[focused [Con[the anti Mullerian
hormoneJ(AMH), [lnamed [after[Jthe
German [ physiologistTJohannesPeter
Muller.[AMH [is[produced(in(Specific
cellsCin[theovaryand[controlsthe
formation[] of ] primary[ follicles[] by
blockingFSH.[t[isthis[interaction
between JTAMH Cand "FSH that[isan
indication(0flhealthylovarian(dctivity.

AMH s (linked foldvarian reserve Tlthe
number[ofléggslin(thelovary.[WhenTa
girllis[born [she[Thas [little[Nor[no
detectable[/AMH [inher[blood stream.
Thelevellincreases fromafew honths
oflageland continues[tolTise until [t
reaches/itspeaklatfaround25yearsof
age;[thenlit[beginslalslow[but(steady

decline.[] As[Jthe[Inumber[]ofl]eggs
remaining[inltheovary[declines, 50
doesitheTevel 0fTAMH.

Therefore, IAMH [ levels[arealigood
indicator[ ofl] ovarian[J reserve[] and
fertility[] potential:[] The[Thigher[]the
number, [thelgreater thelikelihood[ofla
woman/becomingpregnant;the Tower
the mumber, [the Tower [the [fertility. [As
ofltoday, therelis[hoknown[method[to
elevate[AMHlevels.]

Whilelthelabovelis[alslightlover[sim ]
plificationlandstill Calmatter [ofTsome
debate, [ checking[] AMH[]and[1FSH
levelstogethercangive usalgood
indicationofT fertility, “especially[for
older Wwomen.

InClightTofTthis, CitCis Cimportant Cfor
women[ wholarel¢oncerned [ that[they
may![ facelfertilityissues because of
their™) advanced[] age[J to[] undergo
hormonal[Iblood[tests, Jin[lorder[]to
checktheirTFSH Cand TAMH Clevels.
This[test would[give[ them[“algood
indicationofl their [fertilitypotential
andallclearerJpictureJas[toJtheir
treatment(options. [AWwoman with high
FSHland(lowAMH/levelsmaywell
choosel] not[] tol] pursuel] fertility
treatment since [thedhances [0flsuccess
wouldbelow.
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L RIMDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (VAYIGASH)Triddles:
[1]NofErmer,shelplowedbhckwards

LACHAROSH, [tb [dlow.[Root:[CHET[]
REISHSHIN. [Backwards[lis[IS(H)INL]

REISHIGHET Lwhich[3pellsLSERACH,
daughter[of(Asher.

[2]Naftali'sJiminy [@ricket

Jiminy[XCrickets[the[WValt[ Disney
version[bf[1The[Talking[ Cricket",[ 4
fictionalLtharacter[treated[by[ Carlo
Collodifbrhis[dassic[novel Pinocchio,
which[Was[ddapted[ihto[dn[dnimated
film by Walt[Disney [id [1940.[Driginally
an[Junnamed,CminorCcharacterCin
Collodi'sChovel,[heWvas[ranslated[ih
the[Disney [version[ihto [alldomical lahd
wise[] partnerl] wholl accompanies
PinocchioLbn[his[ddventures,[having
been[dppointed By [dhe[Blue[Rairy[to
serve[As[the[ bfficial Ctonscience[Hor
Pinocchio.Sincehisdkbutfid [Pinocchio,
helhas[becomel[ h[ Fecurringllconic
Disneyldharacter[and[Has[dppearedlih
numerouslokherlidstances.[onscience,
in[ohodern Hebrew [$[MATZPUN, [Hut
YEITZER[IMEsid YEITZER[BATOV,[chn
also[Heldescribed[thusly.[Nlaftali[Had[al
sonhhmed YEITZER.

[3]1Davidlahdhis[gteat...[gtandmother

David[HaMelech [rkigned[fbr[40 [ykars,
seven[dfdhichere[ih[Chevron,[the
rest[id Jérusalem. Thatl[id, [hke [rkignedid
Yerushalayim[fbr[33 [ylears.[Theldther
personlihTanach[dssociatedWvith[the
number[B3[ds[Leah[Omeinu,3vhose

offspringldumbered (33 [dflthe [0 [sbuls
of Yaakov's[fhmily...[lvho LWvent[down
into[Mitzrayim.

[4]Lhina, Yhakov, Binyamin

KATANLCAKATON).LTheOlittleCbne.
Luna,[d.k.a.(#he[Moon, Gk Cdalled[the
MA'ORL] HAKATAN,O theld lesser
luminary.Maakov[id[chlled [Rivka's [small
(younger)Lson.[Binyamin[i$ Ldepeatedly
referred(tdak[thelittle (brother[df"the
brothers".LJ(OneotherUpersonUlin
B'reishit[ik[dalled [dKATANU[don, But
we Lleft[Him LoutLodf[this (T Triddle[dn
purpose.(CHAM,[sbnlofNo'ach.)

[5]Miedfdr [filstlithahother;
beat[lV filvers

What[i$ [the[Ibngest[dun[df[Words[ih
Tanach,[ehch [df[Which[starting[With[ah
ALEF?] Therel] arel] 1701 different
sequences[(hot[dounting[the[tivo [With
6,hichltéchnically[give [S4Imore) [of (5]
ALEFWords[id [alrbw.[The[bestkhown
isLin[CAZ LYASHIR CIITAMARLCOYEIV
ERDOFLASIGLCACHALEIK [$halal...[In
Vayigash, Welfind[d[8[Word[dequence
when[the[Brothers[drelthlkingldmong
themselveslaboutwhat(theyhhd[done [Tl
vayomer[JISHLJ ELLI ACHIV, [ AVAL
ASHEIMIMIANACH[IBNU...[The[dther
"sixer" dsCdnCSh'mot, Cht[the (3'NEH
(burning[Bush),lWhere[ & [dMidentifies
Himselfltb [Moshe:[vayomer[ANOCHI
ELOKEI[AVICHABLOKEI[AVRAHAM
ELOKEIGlitzchak... (BTW [Ehat's by
the[vay", [DivreilHaYmim[Bet[31:13
begins[with[alrunCof110Cwords
beginning[With[ALVAV.[On[$hacharit,
right[after[the[Sh'ma, [We[have [alrlin [df
I 5MAV[Words.)
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[6]Helfdom [mercy;hkfdomahger

VAYITIAPAK,AndChetontrolledCor
refrainedChimself.CThe[3wvordCbccurs
only[JtwiceLlin[Tanach.[1Y osef[lwas
overwhelmed[With[feelingsLdfLhercy,
RACHMANUT, fbr[Ris[Brothers, But
he[(Ovashed[Chis[face[CAnd[tontrolled
himself((for [allittle Idnger) [uhtil [hle [Was
nollbnger(able[tb [[THIT[APEIK [ahd [He
revealed [Jhimself[(Jto(Jhis[1brothers.
Haman Was[filled With [@Anger [@And flry
against{ Mordechai,[but[he[tefrained
himselflahd[Held[dounsel[With [His [Wife
andlIdved[dnes[aboutWhat[tb[do [With
Mordechai.

[71Now,[please

ThisLiksue [k [hot[destricted[do[Vayill
gash,[ButlWefind[dn[dxamplelih[that
sedral(in [aHdition[td [many [dther[places
in[the[Torah).[What[does[the[Word
NALINUNIALEF)Lthean?[Somelday[it
means[]PLEASE.[]Others[](Onkelus,
specifically) [shy [it[cheans[BIOW.[Most
often,[either Cimeaning Lwill Lkit[Clthe
situation.[Bor[dxample, [Yosef[days[to
his[brothers[IG'SHUNAIEILAI [Please
comeldioseltb[the[IHr[Approachhe
now.[When[the[Brothers[theet[With
Par'o,[they[3ay [IIIVATAL{andthow),
YEISHVULCINACAVADECHA[LB'ERETZ
GOSHEN.[Pleaselallowlybour(humble)
servants[do[live[ih[Goshen.[PLEASE,
seems[ o[ be[the[dneaning[ bfL NA,
especially JfollowingLJV'ATA, Cwhich
covers[the[NOW, ahdlthe [fct[thatlthe
brothers[Are[dddressing[the king[bf
Egypt.[Onkelus[still Lgoesivith [(K'AN
(now).[Many [et[céteras.

[8] Rather [than Mriting[NMN, [hk [cbuld
write[SAME

Yaakov[JAvinu s CloneCofCthe [Cfew
individuals[din[Jthe[d Torah[to[dbe
addressed[(so[tb[speak)[ds[YAAKOV
YAAKOV.[(Boltbo[Avraham[Avraham
and[Moshe[Moshe.) Sbhenflling[dut
alfdrmwhichlatksfdr(his[nhme, idstead
of vritinglNMN [(ho Lthiddle[dame) [ih
the[3paceHor[iniddleChame,[Yaakov
Avinuldan[rite[SAME, [eferring[Back
tolhls[fiFstlnhme, YAAKOV.

[9]Mou[mean [ike [phalanges

Phalanges(ale[the[Bones[dflthe[fingers
and[tbes.[Fach[tbelahdfinger[dontains
three[bones,[bxcept[ the[ great[ toe
(hallux)[ahd[thumb[(pollex)whichbhve
two[Hones[dach.[The[dame[df[dne[df
Gad's[sbns[sbundsllike[ilichn [describelal
finger[Bone, ETZBON.

[10][Thirty five[@ [25; [thirteen [@ [50;
fivel(@ I00. HowlnuchidMayigash?

Doldny [dflyjou[T Treaders[demember
playingLChumash [ds[d[&id?[OnYour
turn,lyyoulbpenedh[LChumash[hnd
pointswere[storedwith [the [ehdings[of
the[dedras.[Mf(jjouLdpened[do[d[ page
that[Bad[d[dedralehding, [ou[dot[the
points[immediately. If[dot,[Jou[dalled
out[d[dumber[dndflipped[thatLthany
pages[fo[the[Teft[drtight [{back Lbr
forward) Ldn[theChope[bf[finding[h
sedralehding. [PEI [PEI [PE| wlas worth 25
points,[SAMACH[SAMACH SAMACH
was [50 [points, [ahd[THAZ AK [Was[100
points.[Theldnd[f[MAYIGASH,Which
hasChone[bf[ those[&ndings,[$cored
1000 Jpoints. [lUpside[ldown L INUNs
(which[Are[teally (backwards[CNUNs)
was [Worth[8300[goints.[TThere[Were
variations[Jto Llthe Clgame L1 MHifClany

TTreaders[] have[ these[] memories,
pleaselemail ti@ou.orgiththem.The
wordinglUof[Jthe T Triddleis[Clthe
numbers[dfldach[typeldflskdraldnding
and[theirlstore.

[1 11[And[them [there[Were[the[Bullets
of[(the[ParshaPix[&xplanations.[ They
were[popsicles[{iceIbllies,[do[dome).
They[tonsisted [bf[ two [ticks[Hused
together[(by[thelid¢e) [ahd[rkpresenting
theldescription [of[the [to [sticks[wWhich
Yechezkeil lvas[dommanded[do[take,
onellhbeled[Yehudaldnd[onel[lhbeled
Efrayim [(for Yosef). [They[tbo[Wereltb
becomelahelid hishhnds.
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Lesson #(543 [(part[one)

SalelofThings mnot
inone'sPossession

Recently,algroup Cofluswverelbitting
around[the[lIsrael [ Center[waiting[for
Minchalto[start(when oneloflthe[imen
asked[iflanyone [present wanted [fobuy
the[Brooklyn[Bridge? Onelofl the[men
said, Jbut[Jthe'BrooklynBridge[was
owned by(thecity[ofINew Y ork[andSo
the[personWholmade[theloffer(tolsell
could mot(sellfit.

How/(does[halachalllook[Jat[Jsuch[Jan
attempted sale?

Inrhalacha,afSeller¢annot(sell[althing
notlinChis(awfulcontrolCand[posses]
sion,dlthoughthe(thingfis[inleéxistence.

Forléxample, Reuven!(sells[to[ Shimon
“this[ cow, [ When[Ilacquire[it”[or[this
“this[house, when Ildcquirelit”, [0r[fthis
cow([whenIlinherit[it[frommyfather”,
or[*thelfish[1[Wwill[catchlin[the[lake
today”.[Althoughthelsellerfand[buyer
agree[to thesale,[t[isCarhullityCand
neitherpartyfis bound
andlthelsellermust(return(thepurchase
moneyfoltheBuyer.

InTthelcaselof thelsale[of the fish that
arelyet/tobelcaught,[thishold [truelonly
insofar(as[the[proceeds oflthesalelare
not(tequired(forfood[for the[fisherman
forthelday, butmototherwise.

Infthelcaselofd’sonWholis[the(soleHeir
ofThis[father, selling[Something[that(he
hopesl(tolinheritfromHis father, there(is
an[opinion|[that(it/is/not/binding[ifl he
sells(all[that[he [willCinherit[(from Chis
father, butlifhesells Somethingspecific
that(hel[will[inherit,[suchas[“fthisfield
that(I[will[inherit”[the[sale[is [binding.
Thetheorybeingthatthe Tson Cwill
ultimately[inherit[andthe[heir to[be,
having[selected JalJspecific[Jitem, it
therefore leaves [the [category ofibeing(ad
thingmotfin his possession.

Therelisanotherlexception [[when, for
example, [iflhe(states Thatwhich Twill
inherit[from [y fatherfodaylis[Sold o
you”[and the(father(is[about(fo(die, the
salelis[éffective,[Solongas it[is limited
tolalfewlitems[so(that[the son[¢an(pay
for(the father’sfuneral. ‘The iumber[of
items[Jsold Jis[Jlimited [Jso[Jthat[the
proceeds[of(thesale Will l@pprox [Timate
the[amountofimoneymecessary [for[the
funerallcosts. [Even[iflthe(sale bringsin
allittle ‘more thanthelactual [costs Tthe
sale, lit(is[walid.[This[applies(onlylifithe
sonlis[pooriand ‘musthavelthemoney
for[the [funeral Jand [cannot[wait[for
assets[0fthelestatefobe furnedover[fo



him. (IfTall lofTthe [funeral [objects, [Such
asl 8hroudand[buriall plot[ have[ been
preparedCand[paid[for, the exception
doesmotlapply.

Decrees(ofltheRabbis[provided (forthe
foregoing(solin(order(thatithe dead Will
not[belembarrassedlin[thelevent[that
even[though(theldeceased(leftlénough
money! for[the[ funeral,[theheir[ tould
not/selllanylofithelassets/ihl@nticipation
oflthe father’s[death. IfTthe[son[dies
beforelthefather(thelsaletolthe third
party(is(not(effective(and the Son’s[son
may[Jsuethe[buyertogetthe Csold
propertyBack. (IYH, fo BeContinued)

Parane Pednts e
FPemcler o Vayehi

I)[CWhy[does[the[Torah[dell[ds[dhat
YaakovivedLUin LEgypt[or[] 7[Years
(47:28)!0sn't[thisCdbvious[bnce[ e
know[that[Yaakov[Was[130LWhen[He
camel[to[Bgypt[(47:9) [dnd[the[Torah
nowlrelatinglthathk wWas[[#7?

2)OrheldTorah[Felates[that[JYaakov
bowed[dfter (Yoseflpromised[to[Bury
him[id [the [hnd[dfISrael[(#7:31).MWho
did[Yaakov[Bow[do[dAnd[Why[doesn't
the[Morah [télluk[thatidformation?

3)[(Why[does[dhe[Torah[telate[dhat
Yaakov[bhd[ttouble[séeing[right[before
describingl] that[d he[d kissed[] is
grandchildrend]  (48:10)2L0  This
is seemingly [itrelevant[tb[the [liss[ahd,
therefore,[Would[deem[to[Have[Been
better[placed[Before[Yaakov[did[dot
recognize hisgtandchildren((48:8)?

ParshaPointstoPonder
by Rabbi[DovLipman

Maharalldn/the[Sedra

How[RachelSavedthe
Jewish[PeopleTwice

B'reishit[48:7 1IBut[ds[fbr[the, Mhen ]
came[ffom[Padan,[Rachelldied[dn[helih

the[Thnd[df[Renaan,[J.andI[BuriedHer

thereldh[thelrbad [t [Efrat.

Rashi:[[Bnd[Idid[dot[even Bring[Her[tb

Bet[Mlechemlihto[the[Tand[Tkown]land
know you[have[feelings [ih [your[heart
againstUine.[ ButCyoulkhould[know [

buriedHer[thereblyHashem's[decreelsb

that[she[should[Be[dffald[tb [Her[children

when[INevuzaradanCvouldCéxile [them.

When[they [Wvould[pass[there,[Rachel

would[gb [dutldn[tb[Her[glave [ahd [Weep
and[3eek[nercy for[them,[Aslit[3ays
[Yirmiyahu[35:[15[16]: (CA [vbice [id [(Heard

inCthelheights, [RachelC¢ryingCiorLher
children...",[dnd[Hashem[dnswers[her,

"Therelid[alrbwardfbrlyburlakt, [ahd[the
children[Willlrkturn[tb [their [Borders."

Gur[Arye:[Why[did[Rachelldry[hore
than[the[dther[thatriarchs?[Theldnswer
is[fbundlid Midrash [Eicha[Rlabbati[[P'sikta
24]:[Rachel3peaks[do[the[Holy[©One,
blessed (Be[He:[What[did Imhy[children[do
thatMou[Brought[shich [punishmentlupon
them?Ofdt0sCdolatry Chnd LY oulhre
jealous [df[al"to [Wife", [did [IdotIbve [chy
husband[Yaakov,[dnd[did[(Be[dot[Work
sevenlykars[tb[mharry [the[[29:20],ahd[ih
thelend [chy [fither [ghve [Him [ohy [sister[tb
marry[]29:26].[WhatLdid[I[do? [ gave
overLour[prelalranged Hecret[digns[do
my [sister. [lan [flesh [ahd (Blood, [ahd Mou
are[the[Merciful CKing,[hllCthe Chmore
reason[tb[Hel[rherciful (tb[them.[Hashem
answers,[1There[ik[d[teward (forJour
act,[dnd Your[dhildren Wil [deturn[(ffom
theldnd[dflthelehemy."

RachelCdinderstood[hat[ik[vas[proper
for[Yaakov[ o[ Thave [two[Wives.[ This
world,[hs[Cbpposed[fo[the[(World[to
Come,is[1aCworld CofUdivision [land
separation,[dnd[to[donfront[this[World,
Yaakov's[deed[Had[tb[Beldiverse.[Ikrael
needed[] to[] be[ divided[] into[] two
kingdoms, [Yehudaldnd[Bfrayim,[dnly[tb
join[dogether [ih[the [ days[df[Mashiach,
and[this[tould[hot[happenLIfChlICbf
Yaakov's[twelve[3ons[tame[drom[Lbne
wife.[Theldiversity [df[Srael Would (help [if
survive[dlthimultousHistory[dn[itsMand
and[dlIbng,[dangerous[dxile.[Rachellshw
this(AndJoved (him (Al (the Cnore,[And
accepted[Ber[dister[ds[d[do[Wife.[That
same[rkasoning[mhade[ilabpropriate[that
Hashem[beLdnerciful Lo [Israel, (for[the
veryLdxistence[dfliHlolatryLih [thislorld
islalcbnsequence [df [alldck [df [uhity [id [this
world.[IHashem,Cour[God,[MHashem [k
One"[i[eplained by [Rashi[[D'varim[&t4]
tolthean[Hlashem, Who[3[dur[GodHow
in[this[World,[CandChot[tecognized[as
Hashem By [the [nations, [Will(Hecome[the
one[[God[for[hllCtheChationsCin[the
Worldtd[Qome, [ablidlshys[[Fefanya3t9],
"Then[IWill[slvitch[the [nhtions[tb [alclear
language, [for [dlILdf[them [to [dall[ih[the
name[df[(Hashem," [ahd[[Zechariya[14:9],
"on[thatlday, [Hashem Wil (Be[®ne[dnd
His[dame[One."[This[i$ &l [discussedlih
NetzachMisrael[[B4].

The[Congregation[bf[Israel [isChamed
after[Rachel[because[she[id[the[AKERET
HABAYIT essence[df[the[Home] [(ldnd
theldthers[Werelskcondary[tb[Her.[[Bhe
was[the[deason[Yaakov[tharriedMlavan's
daughters.[@n[Her[atcount[thedhtion[df
Israel (Will CketurntoCdts[CbordersChnd
connectlwith[ Hashem.[She[has[khe
powerl[tb[reverselthelskparation[df[Her
children] fromd Hashem[] and ] their
dispersion[throughout[the[lands.[ Bhe

should[dot[BeBuried[if [the[Cavel[dflthe
Patriarchs[Hut, [thther,[dut[there[dnlthe
road With [(Her[dhildren.[She[Was[ihdeed
rewarded[(fbor[Ber[dct[IEhe[daved[Ber
children,[the Jewish[Beople, [ftom [God's
wrath,[] and[] assured[] the[] ultimate
redemption.

MDK:[Rachel[first[shved [the[@hildren[df
Israel By [giving[dver[the[skcret[signs[tb
herUsister LLeah, Cwhich[ChssuredClthe
diversity[dnd[discord[évident[dhrough]
outlJewish[Chistory,[ ot ko[mention
today.[TThis[Hiversity [Fesulted[in[the
honing[dflslirvival[skills [dequired fbr [the
exile..dTheselflessness Llof[Ithat[act,
allowing[haClrival Cwife LlinCher Chome,
influenced] Hashem's[] decisiond to
eventuallylehd(theekile.
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[Parsie [Pefnts o Pender

Suggestedlahswers

|) [Daat[Zekainim[MiBaalei[HaTosfot[shys

that[dhe[Torah[émphasizes[dhat[Yaakov
lived [ih [(Bgypt[fbr[17 [ears[tb [direct[dur
attention [tb[this[number[Which[idlelqual [tb
the[Chum [Iber[bf[Years[Yosef[ived[in
Yaakov's[Home[Before [He[Was[sold[ds[d
slave.[This[deaches[that[G D [dave [Yosef
thelchancel[tb[Pay [His[fther [Back.[Maakov
sustained Mosef[fbr 17 [ykars[at[alchild[ahd
nowMosefldrovided [fbr[His[father [fbr[117
yearshen(hk Was[ah[dlder[mhan.

2)bn[Ezraldinder[3tands[dhat[Yaakov
bowed[1o[G D LbutLbf[thanksHor[His
enabling[his (Wish (Bor [Burial Cih (ksrael (o
come[true.[ Had[Yaakov[ bowed[to[h
person,[Huch[@s[Par'o,[dhe[Torah lould
have[iHentilfied [that[person[ds[it[does
when[Avraham[bowedin[123:7.0The
implication LisCthat[any [lbow Lwithout
identifying[the[rkcipient[df[the [How [rkfers
tolalbbw(tb[GD.

3) [The[@hrHaChaim[tkaches[that[these
introductory[Words[dreMery[delevant[to



Yaakov's[kisses.[The[Torah[delates[fhat
Yaakov[Rissed[And[Bugged (IAHEML{TO
THEM)O instead[d of (1 OTAMLI (them).
Yaakov's[byesight[Was[ 3o bad[ that[he
couldnot[even [ske[Where[tb[huglahdKiss
his[grandchildren[IIHe[Hugged[dnd[Kissed
towards[them[But[dot[them, themselves,
the[Way[dneldormallylvould.[Thus,[the
Torahd waitedl] for[] the[] greatest
manifestation [bflChis[hoor[kyesight[to
report(that[hk[Was[blind.

DanlUlis[blessed/described[ by [his
father Yaakovl(ak[jiidge, [abenger, ahd
unifier JofUthe Lpeople.[lHe[also
describes[him[ak[NACHASH [(3nake)
and[] SH'FIFONL] (viper).d Most
commentaries[ske[theldescription[af
Dan[ds[that[df[Shimshon, ffom[the
tribeLdf[Dan,ivho Ldingle (handedly
protectedlahd[fbughtfbrlthe[People
ofl[drael.

Few[shakes[also[bave[Horns [like [this
venomous[Field’s[Horned [WViper.[1t
can[be[Foundnthe[Heserts[[bf
Middle CJEast[lfrom[SaudiC]Arabia,
Jordan[hnd[srael.[ Be[karefulCin
dealing[Wwith[this[$pecies[because
oncelbitten, [ thereldsCho[Available
antivenom.



