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the Jewish People

TributefollewishWomen

Decided[tb [go[With[dlstraightforward[title fbr[this[(llead [Tidbit[ather[than
tryinglfdr(ctypticloriclite.

Inlthis[Week's[stdra, [We[alelidtroducedtb the [ehslavementahd [dppression[id
Egypt,Yet[Weldre[dIso[diven[d[dlimpse[df[the[dedemption [therefrom.[This
comeswith[ourlidtroductiontdthe fitureMoshe [Rabeinulahdltd the [dktailsof
hislekperienceatltheblirningblish.

Butlive [dIso[get[d[glimpse[df theldighteous[WomenLih[Whoselerit[dur
ancestorserelrédeemedfdom Egypt.

ThelskdralstartsWith [the[mhidwivesWho[defied [Par'o [ahd his[decree [tb [l [the
newborn[Boys.[They[alelidentified[ak[Shifralahd[Pu'ah[ahd[Welale[thught[that
they [Were[(Mocheved[ahd[Miriam.[Someldommentariesshy[they [(Were[dther[]
wise[uhknownWomen[idaybe[Jéwish ahd [Maybe[Egyptian.Thissécondlidealid
appealing[Because[iflaHds [t [the ikt [df (Women [tb [Praise, [sinceMochevedahd
Miriam [ate[oh [the [t fdr[dther [deeds.

Either[Way, [the Morah[téstifies [that[the [mhidwives[shvedthe [bbys, idcluding, e
can[aksume, [the[fiiture [rkdeemer [df[I$rael (Whom[Bar'o[Was[chost[ahxious[tb
disposelaf.

Then[Welbhve[ybungMiriam[Who[ehrns [the[title [df[plophetess [fbr[ttlling [(Her
father[Amram [that[his[decree[(orthe[mhen [t [skparate[flom [their [Wives) Was
harsher[than[Bar'o's[decreeltb [lill[fist[the [Hoys.[As[aldesult, (He [Went[Back
togetherith[Yochevedlahd[thelrésultlwasMoshe.

Welnextlcbmel[tb[Mocheved, [the laged Woman[Who Tiraculously" [ghve birth
to[Moshe, [Huccessfully [(Bid[(Bim (fbr[dhree Lhonths,[And[then[Prepared[dnd

executedlthelplanitd savelhim b Castingbim [idtoltheNile", o/t ar page 4 WOI'd @i [ﬂle monfh Whyldidn't[We[téllybulabout[therkcent
) total linar[dclipse[Beforeit[dccurred? Because [ [Wasn't[dbservable[ffom
Jerusalem[Shabbatlid/outltimesfdr SH'MOT Israel [that's[Why.[(Apologies[tb[dur[TTreaders[it [NI.A.) [And [Why [Bring i

up[bow? Morkview[the fbllowing:[AMlinar [eklipse[thkes[alldouple [dfHours,
while[the[Moonlehters, [tFavels[through, (ahd [¢aves[the[shadow[chst[By[the
Earth[ftom [thelight[dfthe [SLin.[The[midpoint[dflthe [eklipse idithe
same[mhoment(ak [the [abtronomical il [dhoon, [ekceptthe[Moon[at
thatlmhoment[id[nbt[its kual [filll oon (Bright [sélf butaldulllcbppery
orangelcblor.[KL [deadlinelidbkforethe [eklipse, bhsed[oh[aVerage.

A05pm522 2 pm (seelphgeRlfdrigtherzmanim)
Checked, [doublelchecked, [ahd [ttiple[checked fbrPhrshat[SH'MOT




Candles SH'MOT Havdala

4:05pm Yerushalayim 5:22pm
4:23pm S'derot 5:25pm
4:2lpm Gush[Btzion 5:22pm
42lpm Raanana 5:22pm
41lpm Beit[ShemeshRBS 5:23pm
4:20pm Netanya 5:22pm
4:22pm Rehovot 5:23pm

42lpm Be'er[Sheva (§[ie) 5:24pm
42lpm  Modi'ineDHashmona'im  5:22pm
4:05pm Petach[Tikva 5:22pm
4:05pm  Maale[Adumim  52lpm
420pm  Ginot[Shomron  52lpm
4:19pm Gush[Shiloh 5:21pm
4:2lpm K4[&Hevron 5:23pm
4:20pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:22pm

4:22pm YadBinyamin 5:23pm
4:23pm Ashkelon 5:25pm
4:06pm Tzfat 5:18pm

419pm  Zichron[Yaakov  5:2lpm

e Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
%6 15 24 Tevet * December 22 31
4:28|I|EZ9 Earliestl Talitl &1 T'filin00000005:4105:45am
4225@27 Sunriselli00000I000000000000006: 3606:40am
425[T597 SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiii0i009:0609:10am
4267 (MageniAvraham:08:2718:31am)
42571506 SofiZ'mani Tilai0000000009:56010:01am
4:26|I|528 (MageniAvraham:19:2509:29am)

4:26 509 Chatzotioiooioooooooomn11:37%4011:42am

X (halachicinoon)

4251507

4100507 Minchal Gedolanononooono12:08012:12pm

4:|0|I|E26 (earliest’Mincha)

424[1T56 PlagiMinchalioooinoooonnm3:36%403:42pm

4:24 /15925 Sunsetl(00000000000000004:4404:50pm

4261507 (basedi onl seal level:1 4:3914:45pm)

4:25[1T506 - -

4:26[T58 www.ttidbits.com

42811529 for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,

4:11 1503 lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,

4:24[1T5026 Palm[vkrsion,Morahidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[[EH'MOT[Gl59pm

ABCDIJLEFGHK

gz SimilarCeffectsCtanCStemfrom
differentCtauses.[Wel bften[érr[by
indiscriminate[absociationlid [akcribing

thelronglchuses(td [slicheffects.
From{'ACandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein

Yaakov'sland Moshe'slawareness

"And on the fourth day, ten bulls.." Who's hiding right up front?

| Aharon'slrbdahd[Amram [Thbw[sb? |

Wave(s) 2 093,93
Low/[pbintloffalwave [id(a]
trough = Y9V ahdlids
highlpbint[idithe(ciest= ©39
AlbFeaker(iS@l92¥n

Eliezer to Rivka ~ Eqyptians to Israel

consume, finish, Bat, FearZo@peak

whatsthis?

LEETRIRD TN FEoTRD INTT
TP oz may otz
Full[Rlsukim[Gimatriya[Match [fbnder[if

Names: [PinchasorMatot

|764 Moshe in Tanach (724 alone, 40 prefixed)l

18,000 men who's hiding at the end?

What's[in[aname? [YISRAEL[3 [spelled
YUDYitzchak, [lYaakov), [ KIN{Sara),
REISHL(Rivka,[Rachel),[ALEF[{Avraham),
and[DAMED [(Leah). That's what's in a name!

LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

in[adlsafe (ray,[dfldourse, [thereby diving
the[dstrologers[df[Rar'o[theldrroneous
notion[dhat[dhe[destined[tedeemer[bf
IsraellWasliddeed[drowned.

Now [Hack[tb [Miriam, Mho[skood[Watch
over[Moshel[id [the[bhsket.

Par'o's[daughter[foundHim,[decognized
that[He[Was[Jéwish [(that[He[should[Bave
been[drowned[ahd[killed)ahd[shved [him
from[thelhhrshdecree.

Miriam[algain, [siggests[tb[Bat[Bar'olthat
shelBringlsbmeonel[ftom[the [draelites[td
nurse[the[bhby.

GuessWho![Hislawn[ohother Mocheved.

AndCwelChre[kaughtlkhe[khe[Jewish
womenlLkeptllip[the[morale[bf[ their
husbands[{who[Were[dbandoning[Hope)
and [tk [h [heirCheritCdhatLive Dvere

redeemed.

Women,CWvomen, CWwomen.[Where[did
they[get[their[dourage[dnd[determinall
tion[ftom?

Let's[gbbhck[albbok.

Sara[dmeinu$ees[that[ishmaelds[h
potentially [Harmful [ihfluence [dn[Her[sbn
Yitzchak.[Bhe[tells[Avraham[to[kend
away[lHagar[Chnd[her[Ckon.[JAvraham
doesn'tlWant[to. [ G [l fells[Avraham [do
listen[dto[dSara.CdWhat[(Owould[Jhave
happened[Without[Shra's[idsistence?

Itzchak[dves [Elisav[ahd[plans[tb[give (Him
thelthain[Blessing.[Rivka[Has[d[different
idea.[(Bome [shy[that[she[Was[guided [(Hy
some[formUofUprophecy.) [1She[lells
Yaakov[What[tb[doldnd[is[grepared[to
take[alpossible[curse[dn (Herselflid [drder
toLdccomplishCdvhat[$he Lknows [k [Hhe

rightlthing. MVhat[Mould [Have [(Happened
without[Rivka's (Bold [aktions?

Yaakov[Avinu[fhlls[ih (Ibve [With [(Rachel.
HelWants[dnly[tb[mharry[Her.[Rachellahd
Leah[havel[ 4 [ different[idea.CAnd[they
cooperate[with[Lavan's[ Heceptionbf
Yaakov[to[dchieve[the[goal Ldf[Building
the[fliture [Mation[df[I$rael. [Mhat[Would
have[Happened[Without[their[determinal]
tion?

Go[Hackldven[further[dnd[see ho[gdut
intothotion [the[line [thatWould[Ikad [tb
David[HaMelech[ahd His[entire Mihe [until
Melech[1HaMashi'ach.[Lot's[ldaughters.
And[they[dreljbined By[the[prolaktive
Naomilahd[Ruth[mhany[gknerationsIdter,
toBringl@boutlthe [dghtful [place [dfIMA
SHELMALCHUT.

And[from[dhe[bther[Side?[Boaz[¢dame
from[ Y ehuda.[Yehuda[I'forgot"[hbout
Tamar[the Cdther [(Mother[df[Royalty,
untilC3he[kngineered[kvents[ 1ol bring
aboutlthelprogenitor[dflthe Davidic[lihe.

Women,[Women,Women.

Couldn't[David[(HaMelech[BeHornftom
alhore[I'normal"Oineage? [JApparently
not.[Brom[Both[the[Alter[(Bubby's[dnd
Alter[Zeidi's[side, [e[Have Mery[Uncon[]
ventional [drigins.[Mainly [(Brought[dbout
by[the[bold,[courageoushctions[of
women.

YoulRnow[WhyfirstbornLthales[fhst[dn
Erev[Pesach[Andirstborndemales[do
not? [Becauselthe[nhales[should[bhve[died
with [their[Bgyptian[cdounterparts[[Ihhales
on[their[dwn[Were[dot[Worthy[df[Heing
saved.[The[females ereWorthy.[They
have[nbthing[tbatone[fdr.[Kol[HaKavod.
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SH'MOT stats

3th Lof [tHe [54 [sddras;
IstLod (1] (il (SH'mot

Written [oh [215.2 (lides [idl[aITdrah; [cdnk: [I8th
1lparshiot; [6Topen, [TTclbsed

124 [pYsukim (IS th [{tied [w/Emor) [(Shmot: (2hd)
1763 [wbrds ([T th [([Bmor: (X2nd) [Shmot: [2hd)
6762 lekters [ITTbth [(Bmor: (23 rd) [Shmot: [2hd)

Its [pJsukim [ade [above [aterage [inl[lehgth
(number [od(wbrds [add (ekters). [Ednor [whs [pit i
for Lcdmparison [[IBlok (ad [tHe [differences [inlxdnk

MITZVOT

None [od [tHe [81 3 [mitzvot [ade (fdund [l SH'mot

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>CX:Y[(Z)] [And (]S> [X:Y [(Z)] lhdicate
startJof[h Clparsha Cp’tuchaCor [CIs’tuma
respectively. [X:YLis[Perek:PasukCbf[ the
beginning[dflthe[phrsha;[(¥)[id[the [number
of[pIsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Kohen(IErst[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [IIIt | (117

[P> 1:1O7)]0Sh'motdbeginsOwith
thel conjunctivel VAV tollink0 the
birthloflthelJewishONationOtodthe
foundationllaidObylthelPatriarchs
andl "Sh'vatim"0 inl0 B'reishit.0 The

sonsll offl Yaakovl arell lovingly
enumeratedll again.l0 Thel starting
numberl ofll "70"0 isl repeatedl to
impressduponlusOtheltremendous
growthl ofll thell peoplel evenl (or
especially)lunderlEgyptianloppresl
sion,hsMescribednbhelp'sukim.

SDT: Thelopeninglwords of! the sedra
andlbooklof Shmot IIV'EILEHISH'MOT!(1]
formthelinitial letters(of

ONIN THNY RIPH DIV TINDH DTN 29M)

(V'chayav Adam! Lilmod[ Sh'nayim! Mikra
V'echad! 1 Targum)1 1 And lallpersonllis
obligated!'tolireviewl the[ Torah[text twice
and|lanothertime!lin[translation.|Baal
HaTurim|extends!this acronym(to(the next
twolwords. [ Hiswhole statementlis:["One
whoUlearnsthesedra 12+ 1, Usinging it
pleasantly, shalllmeritlong|life. "

SDT: Thelfinallettersi(sofeilteivot) of the
openinglwordsrearrangelto spellltheword
T'HILIM. When|the[PeopleloflIsrael larelin
troublel) (al playlonordslonl) Egypt[1[]
MITZRAYIMTITMEITZARIM), UtheyUshall
use | T"hilim[to[ 1 help[\them[|focus! their
prayers|to G'd, [therebyineriting redemp!
tion.

SDT: Ourlfirstiexilewaslassociated With
the lnumber170, the Tnumber associated
with(thelinembersof Yaakov's family ho
went[ down(tol Egypt.[ Thel exilel following
theldestruction|of!thelfirst BeititHaMikdash
lasted 70 Years. Thelterminaltion of! the
finalOexileTwillUbeCassociated with Cour
dominancel] over, ] orl] recognition|| and
respect bylthe!"70nations "of thelworld.

[P> 1:8H15)] Alnewlkingl"who
doesllnotd knowlYosef"l considers
thel Jewishl peoplel all threatl and
takesll measuresl toll enslavell and
demoralizelthem.

OUlsraellCenterrT®36 =5 % SH'MOT771

Ironically, (b [iS[the[first[ohe[tb [réfer [td
us[As[A[hation[TTNAM[Bnei[Yisrael".
Sometimes[It[(ds[Cbur[Cenemies Cwho
recognize Who[ahd[What[Welrkally [ate.
Par'o[chlledus[theJéwish[Nlation[even
before[Welfelt[ thatCand Cknew[that

ourselves.

The[lGemara[tells[Lis[bfCh[Hispute
between[JRav[Jand[JShmuel[Jas[Ito
whether [this[idlckally [alnkwking ok [the
same[bnelwith[Chew[httitudes[hnd
decrees.[This[dispute[impactsCbn[4
practicalhhlachic[idsue. Iflalpkrson[sélls
somethinglak["hew" [ahd[it[Was[dld[blut
renewedl] (refurbished,[] renovated,
reconditioned), [ tan[the[buyer[¢laim
"false[pretenses".[ IDependsLlon[lthe
definition [of NEWV.

HelinstructsOthedmidwivesOtolkill
thelbabylboyslatObirthOtolprevent
theldevelopmentloflhisO"potential
enemies"] (and0 tol Kkilll offl the
potentiallredeemerloflithedPeople).
Theylrefuseltoldolhisbiddingland
savelthellives[bflthelboys.

SDYT: VAT'CHAYENAU ETU] HAY'LAT
DIMU... Land(theyl gavellifel tol the[boys".
The Midrash[says[that notonly did[ the
midwives Udefy[ \Par'o byl not[ killing[ the
boys, I theyllalsollwerellresponsiblel for
savinglthoselthat inight'haveldied during
childbirthInaturally. [1tUisnatural that
somelbabiesdo [ notsurvivebirth. 1The
midwives werellconcernedthatJif Ithey
happenedtol deliveralstillborn, [itlinight
appearlaslif'theylhadlcarried outPar'o's
orders.  Their prayers werelanswered and
miraculously[lnonelof!lthel|babies[\died.
ThusUtheyarel Icredited, [1not just Iwith
assistinglin(thebirths, [butlalso bith giving
lifelto(the babies.

Therelisl al parallell ideal concerning!l the
nightlofithe Exodus. (It is said that(éven|the
normaldeathsthatinightbeléxpectedlinla
largellpopulation| did! notJoccurlon! the
nightlofthe Exodus, lestlitldetract|from|the
miraculoushaturel of the Night. [ Thus, [we
have(then similarmiracles|at(éitheréndof
theMitzrayim|experience.

SDT: ANDITHEY EMBITTERED [THEIR

LIVES...[1 Thell tropl] (Torahl] notes,

specifically, [KADMAUWV'AZLA) ! lon! these
words seem undulyhappy! for suchlsad
words.[The[GR"Alpoints out thehappy"
resultl of thelunusually harshl oppression,

namely, [that|Gd Feactedlfo [Egypt'siéxcess

byLcuttingldownlour timelin_bondagel to

2100ears from[theloriginal prophecylof
400,11 byl countingl'| from![] thell birth ) of
Yitzchak, U] rather!] than(] from] Yaakov's

descentlinto Egypt.[Understand|thatthis(is

notljustlanlexchangelof1210years oflextra

harsh(conditions for[400 years of regular
slavery.[Commentariessaythatif\wel did
notl getl outwhenwel did, "welwould not
havelmadelit!to NationThood.

Levi[l§kcond[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [Tt 18210

WhenlPar'ollseeslthatOhisOgoallis
notbeingthccomplished,helbrders
that alll malel babies (Jewl &
nonlJJewlhlike,kaylourlkources)be
drowned.l Thell Peoplell ofll Israel
miraculouslylflourishOunderlthese
adverseltonditions.

[P> 2:10(22)] Amraml reunites
withOYochevedlandlalbabylboyllis
born.0Whenbhelistholdongerhblelto
belhiddenl(somelsaylthatOMoshe
waslthreelnonthslprelimature;hat
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thell Egyptians knewll when
YochevedbvasMue;thereMorelbhe
wasll ablell toll hidel him0 only[ for
thosel 30 months),0 Yocheved
preparestalwaterlproofllbasketland
setslhim0OonlthelriverDunderlthe
watchfulleyebflhislbister.

Bat[Par'olfindsOMoshelandOsends
Miriam[olbringfhlwetnurseforlthe
cryinglinfantDwholapparentlyOwill
notthurselfromhnEgyptianlbreast.
Miriam0bringsOYocheved,0Moshe's
mother,0wholtakesMMosheluntillhe
is weaned.ll Froml thatl pointl on,
Moshelslraisedlinlkthelroyallpalace
byl BatlPar'oll (Bitya).0 Shelnames
himMMoshe.

SDPT: Egyprianlastrologers readlinl the
starsthatIsrael’s Bedeemerwas(soonfo be
born.[ Theyl recommended thel systematic
drowninglof lalll 1babyboys!](including
nonlJews, [$incel theywerelnot surel from
whatnation! this redeemer wouldl tome).
When| Moshelwas | floatedl on(the[Nile, [the
astrologers|teported!folPar'olthat Israel's
redeemerwaslindeed!"'castlinto(the river".
AsUalresult!of! Ithis[ not| \quite laccurate
reading| of ' thel stars, | Par'ol withdrew! the
decreeltoldrownlthe boys.[[This points to
thellnotionUthattherelis[lsomething[to
astrology, [butlitlis'a"power"grantedland
limited|by G dfolsome individuals. ]

SDTY: Onlthelphrase: VAYEILECHISH...
Andlalman!|{from(thelhouseloflLevi)went...
the\BaalU'HaTurimUpoints Coutithe only

SDT VAYAKUTZU...Ghd BgyptWas
disgusted [With[BneiMisrael.[This, [shys
the[Sfas [Emes, [d[aIGHESED [fdlom [G[d
that[allowed[theJéws[tb[Be[idolated
and[thereby[protected[ftom[aksimilal}
tion.

T

otherl] occurrencell of | that!| phrase,| | in
Megilat" Ruth: [ VAYEILECHUISHTMI'BEIT
LECHEMUYEHUDA...[IIn["both[cases, [ a
redeemer of Israell results. [ Inlourl case,
Moshe Rabeinu.In[Ruth, [thelprogenitor|of
DavidUHaMelech, Chis[line, (to[ ]Mashiach
ben!David.[ (Had!thel Baall HaTurim/ not
made!this point, [there[Wwouldlhave beenla
TTriddlelon(the phrase!)
"And0OshelcalledOhisOnamelOMoshe,
forfromhelwvatertheblwvasrawn."

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
| 5[plsukim T2 I 1 (215

I[tOsthmazinghowlmanylbkignificant
eventsl arell packedl intol thel 15
p'sukimUoflthisOaliya.0Moshellgoes
outltolseelwhatlislhappeninglwith
thell Jewishll People.l Hel Kills an
EgyptianOwholwaslbeatingdalJew.
Helbreaksluphlfightbetweenlkwo
Jewsl(DatanO&OAviram).O0Theylhad
seenl him[ killl thel Egyptianl and
reportthimloPar'o.MMosheltleeslto
Midyanll wherel hell savesll Yitro's
daughtersl fromO danger.0l Yitro
welcomeshimOtoOhisOhomel(and
family).[HeltakesOT ziporalhs[hOwife.
ShelgivesbirthtolbonGershom.

SDT: Yoseflivaslidentified by the Wine
Steward"asLalNAARIVRI, CalJewishllad.

Moshelwaslidentified by Yitro's daughters
asU ISH'MITZRI, lan[ Egyptian[iman.[ Yosef
was!privileged|tolhave his temainsburied
inltheLand(of!Israel. [Moshe!did hot have
thatsamez'chut”, lalthoughlitWwas ainly
Moshelwho brought! Yosef's remains|from

Egyptltol thel threshold! of! Eretz| Yisrael.

Gives[Youlpause!for thought.[No|¢riticism

islintended.

OUlsraellCenter(TT36 = 7 LUEH'MOTB771

[P> 2:2300(3)] Meanwhile,l after
muchl timel passes,l thel kingll of
Egyptldiesl(ordmaybelgotlsolsick
thatOitOwasOlikeOhelOdied)JandOthe
oppressionll inll Egyptl isll greatly
intensified.0 Thel Peopleldreactd by
callingl outl toll GOd.0 Hel too,
“reacts”...

SDTY: When Moshelrealized that Datan

andlAviramlinformed(onlhim[toPar’o, the
TorahUtellsus Uthat 1Moshewasafraid.

Rashilsaysthat"wel canunderstandthat
literally, [butlalsolonlaldeeper(level [With

Jews[like[] Datanand] Aviram, ] Moshe
feared(that(thelpeopleloflisrael inight not
merit[] redemption.l) (Notell that) Rashi
includes| ithel p’shat[\(plain) ‘meaning(las
well las[Itheladditional imeaning. | Both

applylinthis[tase. Itlisn'tLalways $o that
thelplainlineaninglis(tetained(when|(there
isllaldrashl that(is| thel preferred wayl of
understandingthe(text.)

R'vi'i [Eourth[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [[I3t I [TI5

[S> 3:1039)] MoshelisOtending
Yitro'slkheep.DAnlhngellhppearslto
himOfromOal"burningbushOthatDis
notll consumed".’ Moshell turns
aside;0GOdOcallsOto0him.0HeOtells
Moshel thatl Hell hasll heardl the
people'slscreamsl andl thatO helis
goingltoltakeldthemUoutDoflEgypt
andUbringlthem[tolalLandOoflMilk
andMoney.

Moshel asksll "whyll me?".0 GOd
assuresMoshelthattHeOwilllbebwvith
himthndthathsprooflbfltheivine
natureloflhisOmission,IMoshelwill
bell bringingl thell peoplel backl to

"thisO spot"l(Sinai)dtol"servel GOd"
(andlreceivelthelllorah).

Furthermore,0Moshellislto'reintroll
duce"0GdOtolthedPeople.lMoshe
asksGdOwhatOhelshouldOtelllthe
Peoplelwhenlhellcomesltoltheml[ht
Gld's0 command.l GOd's0 answer
spansininelp'sukiml(3: 14[22).0Gd
identifiesl Himselfll asl EHOYEH
ASHERUD EHOYEH (ALEFHEINMUDOI
HEI[i3[dne[dflthe [Z[Hames[df[G [dlthat
may [dot[He [drased.[It[i$[drobably[the
leastkhown [of[the [kt [of[séven.)

Thisll namel ofl Gd'sl hasl the
meaning:l0willlbelwithlyoul(Bnei
Yisrael)llinOyourltimeUofltroublel(in
Egypt)0asOI0willl bedwithOyoulin
futurel situationsll ofll enslavement
andbppression.

SDT: Baal HaTurim(points outl that the
letters| of! this unusuallhamel of Gld| total
21.[Theinitial ettersof_thel first[ three
namesJof JGldUinUthe ) Thirteen|Divine
Attributes "are \YUD, [ YUD,ALEFI=[2]
(HaShem, [HaShem, [Kelil...). [ Thelinitials of
the[Patriarchs areCALEF,[YUD, [ YUD[=
21.[Thelinitials of the Five BooksLof! the
TorahUare \BET,[\WWAV,[IVAV,[ VAV, and
ALEF=121.

At Moshe'sll suggestion,ll soll to
speak,0Gdagreedtolbellidentified
tothelpeoplelasO"just"0EHOYEH,
withOtheOmoreOcomfortingllconnol
tationl ofll "I0 willl bel with0d you",
withoutlthellimplicationOthatOthere
willlbelotherperiodsOofll oppresl
siondnthefuturebasedbnRashi).

GMdOgivesOMoshelldetailedlinstrucl
tionsl asll toll whatl toll sayl toll the
people.0HeltellsDMoshelhowlthe

OUlsraellCenter(TTb36 = 8 LIEH'MOTH771



peoplelwilllreactlandOlhowlPar'o
willlreact.0HelOtellsDhimOaboutOthe
plaguesllandl aboutl thel "friendly"
reactionbflthelEgyptianlpeople.

€hamishii[5th[Aliya
24[plsukim (I3t 164t 17

Thel prophecylatl thell Bushl conll
tinues...0 GOdO tellsd Moshe:0 (a)d to
gatherlthelleldersloflIsraellandltell
themthatOGOdOwilldbetakinglthem
outloflEgyptlandlbringinglthemlto
theOLandOotMIsrael,0(b)dthelelders
willlaccompanyMosheltolpresent
thell demandl forl releasel before
Par'o,l(c)0Par'olwilllnotdacquiesce,
(d)OBwilllbmitelEgyptthndthenihey
willl sendl youll out,0 (e)d the
Egyptiansbwilll'lend"khelPeoplelbf
Israellnanylbelongings.

Moshel asksl "onl whatl basisl will
theyll believell me?"0 GOdO gives
MoshelthreellsignsOtoperformlfor
Par'olhndhe[People.

Thell threell signsl arell thel staff
becomingll all snakell andl then
turninglbacklintolhlstaft. IHishand
inserted into hisO cloakl and
emergingll strickenll withl Tzoraat
andUOthenObeinglrestored.l0 Taking
waterlfromlthelkiverlandspillinglit
onl thell groundl and0 itl turnsl to
blood.

SDT: Rashilsays(that(thelfirsttwolsigns
werellalso repremands ) to[1 Moshel for
speakinglagainst(the peoplelandldoubting
inladvanceltheir[potential tobelieve What
helwould!tell them. Thislis Lashon HaRa,
andlboth(thel snakeland the Tzoraat[ are

associated with Lashon HaRa.[ The[ third
signllseems(Itol 1 havellbeen!|specifically
selected by Gld| (perhaps) tolbelal bridge
andlintroduction(to thet MAKOT (plagues),
thelfirstLoflwhich[wasLan extension, [let's
say, loflthe thirdlsign.

Moshel stillll questions GOdO asl to
"whylme";0GOdOgetsOangryl(solto
speak)latIMoshelford0doubtinglHis
choicell ofll leader.0 GIdD informs
Moshel thatl AharonOwilllassistdin
theselmatters.OMoshelislinstructed
toOhavelhisOspeciallstafflwithOhim
whenlhelpresentslhimselfltoldthe
PeoplelhndPar'o.

SPY: Thel Staff, ) HaMateh.l) Baal
HaTurim(says(thattherelis/was alscribal
custom!tolputTorah(¢rownsonlthe TET in
theWord THESTAFF. [ This, (folhint(fo(the

fact that' Moshel ‘was! thel ninth [ (TET=9)

righteous individualTl whol hadll the
miraculous(stafflinthand. [(PirkeilAvot(fells
us [ that! the Staffl wasonel of thel items
created!lin[ithellinstant[between! Ithe 1Six
Days[of Creationand! thel first Shabbat
B'reishit.) [ The previous|eightlare: Adam,
Chanoch,[] No'ach,[1 Shem,] Avraham,
Yitzchak, Yaakov, Yosef.

The[Midrash[sdys[thatMoshebhdmany
names:[] Yered,[] Chever,[] Y'kutiel,
Avigdor, [ AvilSbcho, ] Avi[Zanu'ach,
Tovia,[Heiman,[Sh'maya.[The[Midrash
further[tdlls[uk [that [of[all (his hhmes, (hle
islanly[chlled[Moshe [[I&ven bl [G [dTTEb
give[Honor[tb [the[acts[dflKindness[df
theldneWho[fdund[him[ahd[shved[him
from[the[Water[[TBat[Par'o, the [fliture
Bitya[(hot[Bhtya).

Rashilshys[that[(Moshe's[dxperiencelak
the[Burning[1Bush[land[hisLdcom[]
munication With [G[dlthereThsted [(fbr
SEVENLDAYS![AIlICduring[that[time,
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Gld[was[krying[(sotoLkpeak) ko
convince[dMoshelto ClundertakeChis
mission.

Shishi[[[8ixch[Aliya
| 4[plsukim L4 1 803

[P> 4:18009)] Moshelreturnslto
Yitrothndlellsthimthatthelnmustzo
tothisbrethren.OYitrolkendsMoshe
onlhisbway.0GOdkellsMoshelkhat[it
issafelfor0himOtoddodso.0Moshe
takeshhisBvifelhndbonshndreturns
toll Egypt.0 GOdO remindsll Moshe
aboutlthelkignsthelisholusebefore
Par'o,thatlPar'obwilllhotisten,lhnd
thathel(Moshe)lisOtosayOtodPar'o
thatl ifl hel doesl notl releasel the
People,0GdOwillOkillOhisOfirstborn.
(ThusOthellastO Plaguel waslreally
thelfirstOwarningltoOPar'o.0All0the
otherl Plaguesll servedld their
purposes,butlhllfpointedfodMakat
B'chorot.)

Onlthelway,0Tziporalcircumcises
herll son. Commentariesl explain
that Moshel hadl neitherl circum0
cisedlDhisOsonlEliezerbecauselof
thell dangerll inl travelingl when
recentlyllcircumcised,0norlldid0he
postponell hisll returnl toll Egypt,
whichll would havell beenll in
defiancell ofl GId's command.O It
seemslthatOhelOwaslinOerrorfinOnot
havinglkircumcisedhim,hencelhis
lifeOwaslin0jeopardyluntillTzipora
didtheltircumcision.

Allquestion[lthat[arises[ifrom[this
episodelcbncernslthelatceptability [dflal
femalelcircumcising.LlCommentaries
solvelthis[ploblem[id [different ways.

[P> 4:2700129)] GOdtellstAharonlko
greetlMoshe.0MosheltellsUAharon
allthatthasthappened.OTheylzather
thellelderslanddAharonOtellsOthem
whatll willl occur. Thell People
believelwvhatltheythearlhndbowllo
GId.

SDT: Rashilsays| that! the donkey! that
Moshelused) tol] bring[ hisU family[] to
Mitzrayim\wasthesamelonelthat Avraham

tookl tol the Akeidaland(thel bnelthat(the
MashiachCwillrideJupon. [ Whynota
regularldonkey? [1Tolltell lus[thatthese
monumental events werel hot haphazard,

butUratherUspecially UpreparedUpartsof
Gld'simasterplan|for(the world.

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
6 [plsukim [II8D:2 | [26

"Andlthen,Moshel®0Aharonlzo"o
Par'olandOsaylto0himO"ThusOsays
GId:O_etInyPeoplelo..."

SDPT: Noticelthat thelleldersJarelnot
mentioned. [Rashiltells us that onelbylone,
thelelders'disappeared((inlfearof Par'o)
aslthelentourage was goingltolPar'o, [until
onlylMosheland(Aharonwereleft.[Because
oflthis, litlwas o be this bwaylat Sinailalso.
Thel elders[ werel left! atl thel foot| of the
mountain] and!] Aharonl] andl]l Moshe
ascended. | (Then] Aharonstopped| and
Moshelproceededto thetop.)

Par'olfefuses,questioningbwholthis
GdUoflisraellis.OHelthenlincreases
thelburdenl onl thel Peoplel (who
obviouslythaveltoonuchlfreellime
becausel theyl askl forl all 30day
release)lbylrequiringdthemltolalso
collectl thell strawl forll thel raw
materialsbflthebricksltheylhavello
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make.0ThelleadersOotlithedPeople
beartheObruntloflthelnewledicts
andl complainl tol Par'o.0l Par'o
blamesl Moshe;[ thel Peoplelreact
withOangerOandOdisappointment
(excusablell underl their
circumstances).l Moshel tellsd GIOd
thatl hisl efforts werell counterl
productive.l GOdO saysl thatd NOW
youllMoshe)DwilllkeeOwhatOGOdOwill
doltolPar'o...

MaftirdsithelastBp'sukim.

Haftara2B[psukim
Yeshayahu[2V:628:13,129:22(23

AslthelsedraltellsOoflitheOfamilylof
Yaakovl inl exile,0 sol doesll the
prophetltelll ofll thelexilesO ofll the
Peoplell ofll Israel.0 Thell sedra
containsOGd'sOprophecyltolMoshe
RabeinulatdthelBurninglBush,lof
thell redemptionl ofll Israel,0 the
subsequentlStandinglatSinai,Jand
thelentrancelintolthed.andflowing
withMilklhndIHoney.OTheMHaftara
containsOthelprophecylthatOthere
willlcomellalldayOwhenlthelGreat
Shofarwilllsound,JandOthelexiles
willl comell froml their0 placesl of
dispersion,landltheylwilllcomelto
servelHaShemMhndbowkoIHimlin
Jerusalem.Thelsedralkpeaksbflthe
FirstO Redemption;[ thelhaftaral of
thelCompleteRedemption.

Interesting...[HIDOT [MIZRACH [rkadal
different[Baftara[fbr[Rarshat[Sh'mot [
the[first[perek [df(Yirmiyahu, (hich [i$
theirstCbf[the[three[ Haftarot[bf
CalamitiesCWhich[Chre[(FeadCbhetween

Shiva[Asar[B'Tamuz[And[Tish'a[B'Av.
Notice[How[the[S'fardim Wentlih[the
direction[df[mhatching[thelenslavement
in[JEgyptUwithClthe ClpropheciesCof
destruction,[Whereas[the [Ashkenazim
went[in[the[Hirection[bf[ Geula[to
Geula.

Trainloflithought...

Ashkenazim[Have[alldustom[Hot[tb[dat
roasted[] meat[ at[] the[d Seder,[in
commemoration [offthe[dkesctruction [df
the[Beit[MaMikdash.[S'faradim[Bave[d
custom[tb[eht[rbast[mheat(at[the[Skder,
in[dommemorate[the[Beit[HaMikdash.
Opposite Ways[th [thark[the[dpposite
aspects[df[the[Mikdash [M[its[dtanding
and[its[destruction.[The[perspectives
switched [flom [the[bhftaraldf[Sh'motltd
the[Skder[meal.Justlahlobservation.
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‘DivreitMenachem

What's(in[a(hame?[Our[Parsha, Sh'mot,
aslitsmames[suggests,hassomething(fo
telllus about/ theimportancel of hames
and/ namel changes.[True, wel already
encountered(] an(] additional(] letter(]in
Avraham's[hameand[alswitchlin[letters
in[] Sara's,[] the[] speciall] significance
attached/[ tol each! ofl the names/ ofl the
tribes, [ Yaakov(['upgraded"[to[Yisrael,
and[Yoseflaccredited[withfan[Egyptian
name.

ButmowweWilllearn(thattherelaretwo
Gld[fearing[Hebrewmidwiveswholare
introduced( in[] thel[] Torahl] by[] their
Egyptian[inames, Inamely, Shifralland
Pu'ah.[JTheylrebelledlagainst[/Par'o's
edict/tolkill[ the[Jewishmales[ at[birth.
The[Midrash/(tells(us/that(theylWwere,[in
fact,[Yocheved and[Miriam, the(mother
and(Isister[Jof[IMoshe. IThe [ 'Rebbel]of
Minov[] remarked(] that[] Par'o[] insisted
(unsuccessfully)[] on[] thesell foreign
designations(sothat'the women'smames
would[drawthem[c¢loser fothe Egyptian
lifestylelandvalues.

Ironically, (it was[ the[ldaughter of[ the
same(Par'ol[(andlaslsuchlshelis(initially
presented)wholtakes[pity on/the[baby
Moshe.[In[appreciation,aslit[were,[this
princesslis/ referred(tolin/the book! of
DivreilHaYamim/bylthe[Hebrew hame
Bityal[llthe[daughter[of(Hashem,[justlas
she[lnamed[] Hashem's[] precious[]son,
Moshe,[] so[l Hashem[] bestowed[] an
elevatedmameiponher((AvneilEzel).

Indeed,Jin[lan[Jage[lwherelIso[Imany
changeltheir(Inames, lweimightjwell
continue(tolask,"What'slina mame?"

VEBBEREBBE

[The following is adapted from a Din Torah at
Eretz Hemdah’s Beit Din with the litigants’
permission. We are sharing only portions of the
deliberations.]

QUESTION: The Cohenslwere making
aliya'from the US. In'orderto make!it more
financially! feasible to send a lift in"a large
container!(where one saves'money!if helcan
come closelto!fillingit) which they'could not
fillwith their own items, they!decided to rent
space'to acquaintances. ThelLevis|(also olim)
werelamong those wholacceptedthe offerand
ended up paying $1500/(out of altotal of app.
$10,000) for theirthings. Theylwere fold that
in_thel professional packing!process, their
items! (especially breakables) would take up
much'more room/than'onewouldexpect. The
Levis brought over manyhouseholditems!in
marked!boxes, where they were placed(in"a
corner’of the[Cohens’ basement. The' Levis
took up(the Cohens’ offer'tolinsure part of
their goods, but underpriced the value! for
insurance'because! | they! | heard! that! the
companies'do'not always pay. The Levis had
no'contactwiththe'companiesiinvolved in|the
shipping; "everything| ‘was'in"the \Cohens’
name. Themovers did not pack all of " the
breakables with bubble wrapand did not
separate'| different’| families’ | items! | as
instructed.| As a result, several of the' Levis’
thingsiwerebroken, and they had to'return/to
the Cohens’Israel home!several times|to look
for'things.[ Although thel Cohens sent.claim
sheets'to'insurancelthree'times, thelinsurance
evaded dealing with'it and the Cohens have
given'up. ThelLevis'wants|theCohens to pay
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for'the lost and broken items. Theyalso want
alrefund of partof thelshipping fee'due to'the
poor!service they received and thel fact that
theiritemswere not packed in(the bulky way
that justified the'$1500 fee. How much, if at
all, shouldithe Cohens pay?

ANSWER: TheCohensareshomrei
sachar[] (paid[] watchmen)[] for[] the
shipment, [@venlifitheyonly(charged per
space,[as[defrayalloflcosts[is[of[Value
andlalshomersacharmeed motlteceive
formal payment(BavaMetzia80b).

IfTal$homerhandslovertesponsibility
for(thelitems(tolanother(shomer, within
expectations,shomer(] [is[éxemptfrom
responsibilityl]  (Shulchan[] Aruch,
ChoshenMishpat291:21). If[shomer[2
did[anlinsufficient[job,shomer[2 has[to
payl(ibid.[24).[Therelisl al machloket
(twol ] opinions![]in[ | Rama,[ad[loc.)
whether, Wwhen[shomer (2 (has rio[thoney
to[pay,[shomer(1[assumestesponsibil[]
ity[ itol pay.[Since,[ laccording[ tol ithe
arrangement,[] thel] Levis(] cannot
approach (the(shippers(or(the insurance,
this[Jcase[Iseems[Iparallel. JHowever,
when Downers Cknew[Jwho[lwould [be
servinglas[Shomer[2,[shomer[1 [is[not
obligated [if[Jshomer[12 [fails (to[Ipay
(Shach,[] CM[1 291:32;[1 seel] Pitchei
Choshen,[Shomrim[4:(44)).That[isthe
caselhere.[In[fact,[the[Levis’[descrip[]
tionCofwhytheylinsuredastheyldid
displays[their[understanding[ that[the
insurancel | company( | would[ ] be[]the
address!( for[ suchl common! problems.
Theylshouldhave(raised[thelissuelof
the[] Cohens’[J responsibility [} ifT] they
thought[ ithey[ lshould! be! responsible.
Both[sides(tealizedthe[ Cohens[were

obligated(tol doltheir[part byl filingla
claim,[ lwhich[ theyl lseemed! tol lhave
done.[IThus, [Jthe ICohens[are, [ on[Ja
certainllevel, exempt.

However, therelarel ¢claims[Wwith[$ome
basis, [that[the(Cohens were(deficient(in
performing(theirpart[ofithe [job, which
includes giving[ the[] packers[] firm
instructionsChowtopack, [Supervising
the[job, [and filingWiththeihsurancelin
allwaylthat[they[lwould[ not[levade
payment.[ The[gemaral (Baval Metzia
42b)[feachesusthatléven when[giving
responsibilitylover[toshomer 2, howlit
is[givenlover[¢canl[obligate  shomer[1.
Even[Jifltheir[Iperformance( was[ not
negligent[(p'shiya)[given[theldifficulty
involved, (it[is[far[from[clear(that(they
took[allCoflthe[precautionsal shomer
sachar[is[obligated[in.[Since[inany
case,[ashomer(has(to, in(theory, [Swear
thathefulfilled his[obligation, [and[in
lieulofloaths[inlourltimesla comprol]
miselisCenforcedlinstead, Svelobligate
the[Cohens(folpay(falcertain[amount(T’
thelcalculation[is Beyond[our(scope, [ds
are[other€lements(0fithelanalysis].

"ETHICALTISSUESIN
THE CORPORATION [3]"

AMChallenges of Money' [article
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Financial[teports are meant(to[provide
shareholders,[] investors,[] government
authorities[and [creditors Cwith[Caltrue
picture JofCthecorporation's “business
activities,[dts[assetsand[its[liabilities.
ThelteliabilityTand (usefulness[ofTSuch
reports[ depends[onltheldegreel ofl full
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disclosure,[] thel] veracity[] ofl] that
disclosure(and(theeasewithWhich/itlis
available.[Suchldisclosurelenables[all
concerned[ to[ lconduct( their[ relation[]
ships(withthe[¢orporation(in[a(manner
mostbeneficial to[them. Aswvelhave
seenJin[JmanyJscandals[Jand Ostock[]
market[Jcollapses,[limaginative[Tbook[]
keepingland creativelteporting[falsify
the(data,dausinglbssesand[damagesto
many, [ JincludingJoftenJinnocent“and
trusting[Jpeople. JSuch[biased, I mis[]
leading [ or[ falsel reporting[ becomes[ a
defectlinlthelarticle Beingltraded, inthis
case(thel¢orporation, andis(there(Tfore
inldontradiction [oflthehalakhicldemand
forJ fulll disclosure:[J "OneJ is[J not
permitted(tolcoverlaldefect/inhthe(goods
sold. IfTtherelis(d[defect, then(the(Seller
is[Jobligated(to[ Imake[ Ithis[Tknown"
(ChoshenMishpat228:6).

InfallC¢ountries,nostl¢orporationsare
not[listed JonCallstock Jexchangebut
ratherJare[Icloselyheld, “with Taffew
shareholders “oftenfamily[related.[n
such[corporations[itlisldifficult, often
impossible, [toseparate the(affairs(ofithe
corporation[from(the[personal financial
interests[ ofl thel shareholder;! for[ that
reason (¢reditors Wwill mot Tend [without(a
personal [l guaranteel | from/ Jthe [ Imajor
shareholder.['We[lare[ concerned here
with[the[thoralproblems Wwith[regard (tb
the[] allocation] of ] profits[] in[] such
corporations. Such [firms[distribTute
their[] profits[] either] completely] or
predominatelylinthe formloflpersonal
expenses,salariesand iperks, rather than
in[JtheJformJofl]dividends. 1 Thisis
becauselofldouble(faxation(practicedlin
most[countries, whereby[the corporall

tion[payslincomeltax [onlits[pre(distri(]
bution [profitsiandtheshareholderpays
personallincome/tax (on[dividends from
thesameprofits. JThe[non(dividend
forms [ofTprofit[distribution fareusually
considered [ tax ] deductible Jand [J the
recipient[Jis[liable [for[Tpersonal tax;
however, this[tax hasbeenshown[tobe
extremely[difficult[fol¢ollect.[This fax
problem[isnot[Testricted to[ corporal’
tionslandWwill(beldealt[Withlelsewhere.
However, [ sincel] only[] part[] of(] the
salaries, [perks, @éxpenses[étc. dre Mot in
factlconnected with[the firm's[function [
ing,[theylactually(tepresent/aldistribul]
tion[ofl profitsin[which[those[sharel]
holderswholarenotlactivelin[theldaily
management|oflthe(firm,lare inable(to
enjoy.[ This[places[alhalakhic[ obligal]
tion[on(thelactivelones, [foldivulge the
amount(and mature(oflsuchdistribution
toltheldthers.

Nonldisclosuredfltheelementofprofits

distribution[oflthelactive [shareTholders

would[J seem[J to[] be[J g'neivat[] da'at

(deception), Jif[ lnot[Igeneival imamash

(actuallmonetary( theft)[ ], [lsimilar[ to

non!disclosureJofl JdefectsJor[Ishort[
comingslin[thelquality[ofTgoods, [false

packaging, [or[advertising.[ This[non[]
dividend[formlofldistribution(disguises

the [@sset valueoflthe [dorporationwhich

islalways(affected [by(the profit(stream

or[earning[powerofl the[corporation.

Sincelshareholders/arelinléffect, buyers

oflUthe[] corporation, ] such[ldistortion

would[seem[tobelaltrans[Tgression

similarCtothoseprotectingall Cother

buyerslihthe marketplace.

Thel Iseparation[ | ofl ownership[ | from
management|and[effective dontrolay
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alsolinvolvelthelactive[shareholderslin
thelinjunction[against ona'alin[Wwhich
Rambamlincludespressuringsomeone
tol selllor(tolact against[his[will.[The
shareholdersactive in["daily[‘manage ]
ment[usually Cown [ more[“shares [but,
always havelaigreater(degree 0flcontrol,
which[Jenables[Tthem[toJexert[Igreat
pressureJon[Jthe othersto[Jagreeto
actions(against(their[Wwillland [0ften Mot
tol] theirJadvantage. ] This[Jissuel[] of
coercionexists/inthe/dorporation listed
onlalstocklexchange, in the[person[of
theldirectors[or[¢ontrollingshareholder
wholarelablefoldictatelpolicy toldaptive
minority[ | shareholders;[ ] its[ | common
form, butBymomeans/the onlylone,[is
exaggerated [ managerial [ femuneration.
Inlquoted[corporations,[in[ contrast[to
closelyheldlones, [this problem[is [well
known[and[easier[tol control [ through
legislationland public supervision.

Perhaps(the(following[real Tife[éxample
may servefoMighlightthelethicalissues
involved[] in[] corporate[] financial
reporting[in[the[ closelyheld [ private
corporation.[] Al father[] wanted[] to
bequeath (his[corporation [equally(tohis
four(children,[only[twolofl whom[were
active[in[management. It was[pointed
out[tolhim[that'he[would[actuallybe
harming/(theldther(two. Thelactiveones
would[]draw(] their[] profits[lin[Jnon!
dividend[1forms[1leaving[less[Jto[be
dividedlequally. [Furthermore, over(the
years, [ itheJactive ones 'would [be[lat
liberty(foldctisolelylinltheir[own Selfish
interests [thereby (possiblyldisinheriting
the [others oftheirsharedflhis Bequest.

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:

SH'MOT

OpenlEyes,landlanlOpen/Heart

Ilwaslalways(taughtlof(theadvantage
ofsimplicitylinClanguage. My(favorite
authorJduringCJmyadolescencewas
Ernestl] Heming(Tl way,[1 and(l |
rememberreadinglcommentsithathe
madeL(] criticizing[] thoseJ who(J used
multifsyllable] words(] when(1 shorter
wordswouldrsuffice.

Then,[1-went[tol[‘graduateschoollin
psychologyland(llearned(]quite(the
oppositellesson.Thereldearnedthat
if (] onel] could[Jinvent[]allword[]with
multiple(] syllables(] tol] describel] a
simplephenomenon, ThecouldTgain
credibilityfas[anlexpert,.evenwithout
reallexpertise.

Take, forlexample,aWwordwith(seven
syllables:[1 compartmentalizalT] tion.
Soundslimpressive, butltwhat doesCit
mean?(] Thell dictionaryl] that(] |
consultedloffers[twolimeanings.[One,
"theDact[ofl1distributingthingsinto
classesor[icategoriesJof[the[lsame
type."JALsimpleIdefinition, [ Ibut[lone
having[nothing[tolldo[withpsychol ]
ogy.[Thelsecond(dictionaryLdefinition
thatl( discovered(is[al mildstatel of
dissociation."[JOflIcourse, [ tolunderl]
standrthisrdefinition,fonemust’know
that[dissociationTlis[JalJpsychological
processibylwhichronersplitsiiwolsets
ofperceptionsor_emotionsCinto two
separatellinnerworlds[Jso[Jthat[lone
doesInotlaffectthelother.

AllCof[us( practice compartmentalizal
tionCinLthisCsensewhenl[wel[turn_on
the(television,[see(somenhews(events
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thatlarelespeciallytroubling(tolusand
simplyturnioffithe(TV.Many/oflus(did
this(recentlylwhenlwelwitnessed(the
terrible[forestfiresCinChorthern(lsrael
andrtherhorribleldeathsoffmorethan
forty(people.[ Watching(theagony[of
thelfamilieswhosellovedl ones[iere
consumedrby(thatfirefwas, forfmany
of(Jus,[tool’much(to[bear. JAnd[iso,
perhaps(Jafter(laliminutellor(Iso,[ we
turnedDoffCithe 1 TVtolNavoidbeing
confronted] with(] suchll human
suffering.

ThisTmightbehormal’humanrbehav(]
ior,[and[perhapsevenl hecessary(to

avoid[beinglconstantlyoverwhelmed

with[hegativelemotions.Butlitlis hot

thebehaviorlof[altruelleader.[ AndLit

was[notthebehavioriofiIMoshelinithis

week's[Torah(portion,[Sh'mot.

Rather,[1"...hel ] went[] outl] untol] his
brethren,[] andl] looked[l onl] their
burdens..."T7 (Sh'mot1 2:11).071 Upon
which[Rashilcomments,''Helgavelhis
eyeslandlhisCheart{in[order] tol'be
troubledraboutithem"./Notlonlyrdidrhe
not[] avoid(] the[] scenel] of(] Jewish
suffering,CbutChemadelsurelthat he
beheldJit[] ("his[leyes'),[Jandthat(Jit
affectedhimlémotionally ("his(heart').

Twolverylimportant,Calbeit verydif(]
ferent,early[ 20th(icenturylcommen!(]
tatorsChave muchltol‘saylaboutour
verse.[JRabbilJJosephIHertz, JinOhis
sadlyl neglected commentary, [ writes,
"Helwentlouttorhisbrethren.Inlater
ageslitfmustralasbelsaid[offmanya
son(of(lsraellwholhadbecomelgreat,
thatthewentlawayfromhisbrethren."
How[wellthisTformerchiefl rabbillof
the[BritishC .Commonwealth[icaptures
thehotion[ofClcompartmenTtalization.

ItCis[thelprocessbylwhich[wel"look
away"[from[upsetting[scenes,rather
than(carefullylooking"at(them".

RabbiSimchal[Zissel[Ziv,[ known[as
theMAlter"(oldman)of(Kelm[devotes
thel] openingl] sermon(] ofl] his
remarkablecollectionof _ethical (dis[]
courses[ltoJourJverselJandJtollthe
criticismlofthe psychologicallprocess
whichCl wel calld "compartmen(]
talization".

The[1"Alter"[pointsloutthat[IMoshe
was[nhotlcontentsimplyto hearfabout
thelsufferinglofhisbrotherswhilehe
sat(comfortablylin(thepalace. Rather
he"wentout"[1toseelIforThimself.
Moshell wanted[] tol] witness[] the
sufferingof(hisbrotherspersonally.
Moshelknew(the secretofthe power
of(directCsensory[perception..Moshe
wanted[tolThavellthellimagelofthe
burdensof(Islaveryimpressedupon
hisimind's[eye.

For(theTAlter",Lwholwas[onel[of_ the

earliestl] leaders(] of(] thell Mussar
movement, ] ethicall] behavior
demands(] the[] use( of(Jimagery[to

arousel emotionsandthuslstimulate

proper(ethical behavior.[Moshelused

his(1eyestollinspirel] his(Theart(]to

motivatehisCactions.Vision,feeling,

behavior:thelthreelessentiallcompol]
nentslofthefrulyéthicallpersonality.

Thellesson(for(allloflus herelis that(to
belaltrulyethicalperson,bnel must
investin[] ther effort of (1 becoming
familiarwith(the[plight(of others. One
mustlavoid(thetemptationlof(looking
away".[l From[J al] psycholog(T] ical
perspective, lcompartmentalizallition
might] bel] al] healthyll defense
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mechanism,[] necessaryl] tol] avoid
beingflooded( by imagesr]oflevil.
From[an(ethicall perspective, onlthe
other(hand, ‘’compartmentalizationCis
all sevenisyllable] word[] which,[J in
simple[terms,imeans[Javoidancelof
one's(responsibilitiestolanother.

HowrTinstructivelistheHasidic talerof
theJ Rabbil] who(l met[ thel[] village
drunkardUinOtheJtownOsquare.The
drunkardaskedhim,"Rabbi, dolyou
lovelme?"Tolwhichlthe rabbilreplied,
"OflcourselITlovellyou. [Tl lovelTall
Jews!"

Thelldrunkard(then[responded,("So
tellimelthen,Rabbi.[Whatrhurtsime?"
Thelrabbilhadmolanswer,[andisothe
drunkard(] exclaimed, 1 "If[1 youlT truly
lovedime,JyoullwouldTknowTwhat
hurtsme."

Toknowwhathurts, WwemustbelsSure
tolopenlourCeyeslandlheartsto[see
andfeel(the(pain. O

SH'MOT Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Blueprint for Persecution

Context: The Israelites, initially
welcomed to Egypt at the end of the
patriarchal era, experience a precipitous
change of fortune after the death of
Yosef and his generation.

A "new" Egyptian king initiates a
campaign of persecution against the
descendents of Yaakov, transforming
them into a subgroup of slaves within
the Egyptian population.

Questions: Why does the Torah

dedicate 22 sentences of text to a
detailed, step by step description of the
enslavement of the Israelites at the
hands of the Egyptians?

What eternal lessons can be gleaned
from this tragic narrative?

Approaches:

A. The enslavement of the Israelites is
not Pharaoh's endgame. While the king
clearly intends to benefit from the forced
labor the Hebrew slaves will provide, he
will ultimately be satisfied with nothing
less than this fledgling people's total
destruction. Genocide, however, even
when mandated by a mighty Pharaoh,
cannot be perpetrated in a vacuum.

A careful reading of the text, therefore,
reveals a frighteningly prescient reality.
The first phase of our nation's birth is
shaped by a painful pattern. We become
the targets of a blueprint for persecution
which, tragically, will be reused over and
over again during the ensuing centuries.
B. The purpose of Pharaoh's malicious
plan is twofold. On the one hand, as the
Ramban explains:

"Pharaoh and his advisers could not
attack [the Israelites] by the sword. An
unprovoked attack upon a people that
had originally come to Egypt at the
invitation of the first king would be
viewed as great treachery.. The
[Egyptian] populace would not have
allowed such an abomination.”

Instead, Pharaoh realizes, the stage must
first be set. A painstaking, detailed plan
must be set in motion that will render
the destruction of the Israelites "accept
able" to their Egyptian neighbors.

On the other hand, Pharaoh must
"prepare” the victims, as well. Slowly and
inexorably robbed of their confidence, of
any vestige of self worth, the Israelites
will be transformed into unwitting
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participants in their own demise.

We watch with horrible fascination as the
stages of this plan unfold details that,
centuries later, are much too familiar for
comfort.

Stage 1: Propaganda

"And a new king rose up over Egypt who
did not know Yosef. And he said to his
nation: 'Behold the nation, the children
of Israel are more numerous and stronger
than we. Come let us be wise to them,
lest they become numerous and it will be
that if war occurs, they will join our
enemies and wage war against us and go
up from the land.™

Persecution, the Torah testifies, inevit
ably begins with propaganda, with the
verbal isolation of a people from
surrounding society.

Clearly Pharaoh's description of the
Israelites as "more numerous and
stronger" than the Egyptians is patently
false, even ludicrous. And yet the king
knows that lies, boldly spoken, will be
readily accepted by those who want to
believe them.

Pharaoh's evil genius is also evident in
his specific accusations against the
Israelites. He consciously plays upon his
own nation's envy, xenophobia and fear
of a fifth column within their borders.
Why should we tolerate, he asks, a
dangerous separate "nation” in our own
land?

Stage 2: Isolation

"And they appointed taskmasters over
them in order to afflict them with their
burdens and they built storage cities for
Pharaoh, Pitom and Raamses."

Pharaoh's edicts move to the next level
with the designation of taskmasters and
projects specific to the Israelites. These
people are different, the Egyptian king
proclaims through these actions, and the

problems they create require special
treatment.

The physical and psychological isolation
of the Israelites is now complete.

Stage 3: Degradation

"And the Egyptians enslaved the children
of Israel with crushing harshness
(b'farech).”

When the Israelites respond to Pharaoh's
initial decrees with resilience, the
Egyptians ratchet the process up to the
next level.

The biblical term B'FARECH potentially
conveys, according to the commentaries,
varied aspects of this new level of
persecution:

Rashi leads a number of scholars who,
choosing the path of p'shat (the
straightforward explanation of the text),
explain that the term refers to labor that
crushes and breaks the body. Such toil
has no real purpose beyond the physical
torment and psychological degradation
inflicted upon the laborers.

One particularly telling Talmudic source
sees the word PARECH as a consolidation
of the two Hebrew words PEH (mouth)
and RACH (soft). The Egyptians beguiled
the Israelites with soft, enticing speech.
Through lies and false promises of
security, the taskmasters induced the
slaves to cooperate in their own
enslavement.

Stage 4: Murder

"And the king of Egypt said to the
Hebrew midwives...'When you deliver the
Hebrew women, you shall see on the
birthing stool, if it is a son you are to kill
him, and if it is a daughter, she is to live.'

"And the midwives feared God and they
did not do as the king of Egypt spoke to
them....

"And Pharaoh commanded his entire
people, saying: 'Every son that is born
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into the river you shall throw him! And
every daughter you shall keep alive!"

Murder, particularly when carried out in
the public arena, must be perpetrated
slowly and cautiously. Pharaoh, there
fore, opens the final devastating stages
of his design against the Israelites in a
manner that not only attacks the
weakest among them but that can be
carried out secretly. He commands the
Hebrew midwives to kill the male infants
in such a way that "even their mothers
themselves will remain unaware."

When this subterfuge is thwarted by the
righteous midwives, Pharaoh finally
proclaims his true intentions and
commands that all male infants be cast
into the Nile. Even at this point, however,
as the king's malicious plan moves into
the open, Pharaoh ingeniously shields
himself from blame. Ramban notes that
Pharaoh couches this final, devastating
edict in language that distances the
murder from the official seat of govern
ment. The king does not command his
army or his officers to carry out this
terrible act. Instead, he instructs his
"entire people” to murder the Hebrew
infants. In retrospect, the king will be
able to protest, What do you want from
me? This was not an official action. This
was a spontaneous, popular pogrom.

Points to Ponder

The uncanny ability of the Torah text to
speak across the centuries is nowhere
more clearly nor more frighteningly
evident than in its description of the
enslavement of the Israelites at the
hands of the Egyptians. Here, openly
rooted at the dawn of our history, are the
very methods used against us and other
innocent victims, to such devastating
effect, by enemies in every era, including
our own. ®

CHIZUK #ODUuD

Divrei Torah|from|the weekly sedra
with'alfocus'on livingin Eret Yisrael 1
Chizuk for'Olim & dud for notyet Olim

Chazallrklate[(Brachot) [thatlevery Jéw
deeplHown[dn[the[kssence[bfl his
neshamalWants[to[do[G[d's [Will,[(But
thelyktzer[haralahd[slibjugation[tblthe
nations[df(the World, [at[times, [prevent
him [ffom [doing[sb.Hence, [theIdnd[df
Egyptiwherelthelyktzer[haralwas[nhost
intenseldndhereltheldubjugation[df
the[JJewish[people was[lin[force,
prevented [ the[Jews[from[éxpressing
theirltfueleksencelahdekpanding[their
horizons,[ahd[hkenceWas[alcbnstricting
andUconstraining, [1“narrow” [latmos[]
phere.

However, id [Eretzlisrael, (the hbly [ahd
purelIdnd, AJéwldan [choose[tb [utilize
this[dtmosphere[tb [free[Himself[from
the[yetzer[hara.[Likewise,[in[Eretz
Yisrael, [Weldan[He[fteeldf[slibjugation
to[thelnhtions[dflthe World.[Hence,We
can[bkWideldpened, [uhobstructedlahd
unconstrainedGh[dxpressing[dur[true

essence [bly [dbing[G [d's will.

Hashem[ revealed[lto[1Moshe[this
spiritual [akpect[df[BretzMisrael[ak[Well
aslits [physicallattributes[df(Being[alldnd
flowingwlith[milk[ahd hbney.

However, [theJéwish[Heople[Were[not
yetldn[theldveltd [appreciate[this Idfty
spiritual[aspectdf[FretzMisrael.[Hence,
they ereltb[Belihformed[dnly [df[its
physical[dttribute[df[Being[dn[BRETZ
ZAVATL] CHALAVL] UDVASH[] and
hopefully[the[desirelfbr[theThnd [for
purely [ghysical [easons[Would[ih[time
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motivate[them [tb[d[decognition [dflits
spiritual ClattributesChlso. MITOCH
SHELOLISHMABALISHMA.

Rabbi Zev Leff, Moshav Matityahu

Super silent ALEF AtBeview.ALEFBE
silentétter.[With [alvbwel [uhder[it, [sb
the[d ALEF[] contributes[] to[] the
pronunciation[df(the Mord.[At[the[ehd
oflalword,[the[ALEF[id[there, [But[does
notlihfluencelthelsound[dflthe[Word.
SoltboWhen [t h[the[thiddle[df[d
word[hnd[Chas[Cho[rowel[Clinder[Cit.
Example[ih[Sh'mot:[And[the[thidwives
feared[G[d.. 1N [ThislWord[i3[rkad
vati[RE[nh, [With [Ho[dontribution[ffom
the[ALEF,ahd[BIOT Lvatir [Ellnh. [Th (this
case, [the[mheaning[df(the Word[changes
fromMear"[tb[eeing",[sblthelcbrrect
pronunciation[] is[] extralilhportant.
Furthermore,[{sometimes)hen[the
letter [Beforelalvbweled[ALEF[dbesnbt
havelitsCbwn[owel, Cit[Msteals"[the
vowellfdom the [ALEF.[Ebrlekample,[the
Reuvenites[@re *3z38=57 [Halch [lei [,
not[}Fuveini.(oThe[REISH[takes[the
SHURUK [aWvay fdom [the [ALEF.

Praying@oith™assion

Giving[more[meaningtolour(T fillah
OneWeek[at(aTime
Excerpted and reprinted with permission of the author

P'sukeid'Zimra:
H Odll The[Eternal[Nation

P2 2P 212,972V PR v
2Py, 3Ry L9072 obivy 9ot

moan XY .07y neaa hrawch pnb
X .00 DY MO LopYY? UKD
WMWY 1IN

Meaning:fdanslation...

O[Heed[dfIbrael,[Mis[dervant, [O [dhild[]
renof[(1Yaakov, His[lchosenJones...
Remember[J His[Jcovenant[dforever...
Then[Hel[dstablished[it[fbr[Yaakov[as[ad
statute,[ for[lsrael[Jas[an[leverlasting
covenant...[He[let[ho[han[dob[dhem,
and[He[tebuked[kings for[their[dake:
‘Dare[notltbuch My[ahointedldnes...

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlafithelprayer

Hashem’s[Promiselof[Protection

Welthank[G[dlfbr[grotecting[the Jéwish
nation[By[ihvoking[Hashem’s[dverlasting
covenant[And[His[varning, (fDare[hot
touch[My[ahointed[dnes.”

Insight: Deeperlnheanings...
The[MiraclelofflJéwish[Survival

In[1899, [the[dssayist(Mark [Twain[Wrote
of[His[dbjective[dbservations [dflalunique
phenomenon i [the[History[dflthe World
[MtheLénduring[EtrengthCof[dhe Jewish
people.Mhis[Was, [dflcburse,[elven Before
the[Holocaust[brought[the [ iniracle Lof
survival[tb[alwWhole[nkew[Idvel.

“...Great[and[ihfluential[dowers[slich [ak
Egyptldnd[PRersialdose,[fllled[the[Planet
with[sbundlahd(splendor,[then[fdded(ahd
passed[Jaway; [ Ithe[1Greeks[Jand[Ithe
Romans[followed,[Jand[Imade[] their
impact, [@nd[they[dreldone;[dthers[Have
heldCtheir[tbrch [Bigh fbr[d[time, Butlit
burned[dut,[Andthey[dre[do[Ibngerdf

import.
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“The[Jew[Has[seen[them[all, (Heat[them
all,[and [i$ [dow /hat[He [dlways [Was. [All
things[are [hortal (Hut[the Jéw; &l [dther
forcesldass,[But[He[demains.[Many[Have
wondered, What[ds[the C¥ecretCofhis
immortality?”

Thed secret isl] GId's[ ] promise[] to
Avraham:[FAndO0Will Cinake LobfLyould
great[dation; [ITWill (BlessMou, [And [thake
your[nhmel[gheat[].”

Thell realization[] of[] this[] promise
throughout[Thistory (s klear Cproof[bf
Hashem’s[] Divine[d guidance.[] Rabbi
Chatzkel[llevensteinvould [dften [defer
tolthislhiracle[ds[it[Was[dxpressed[By
Rav[Yaakov[BEmden[ih[thelihtroduction
tolhis[siddur:

“OnelWholthinks[aboutlthefct[thatlWe
[theJéwish[People][ale [standinglih [elxile
andldling[tb[God[Between[dations[Who
persecute[us[hnd[kauseCus[krouble,
recognizes[ the[ greattivonder[that[ive
have[durvived[dince[dhe[destruction[&f
the[Holy Memple[uhtilltbday. Mo [nhe, [this
miracle[it[greater[than[dll[thiracles[dnd
wonders[that[God[Jerformedlih (Bgypt
andUwhen[JHelredeemed [Lus[lfrom
servitudelahd[split[the[Reed[Sealand[all
theldther[mhiracles.”

Each[dpisodeldf[Jewish[Bistoryfkatures
dramatic[1ales[bf[ Divine[intervention,
steadfastC bmunah ChndChnoral Ctourage
that[Bave [fbiled[dvery[dffort[do[dilence
the[Torah’sMoicelih[the[World.[Rather
than[being[hullified (by [dhe Ldultures[bf
exile,[Jews[have[planted[Torahivher[]
ever[they[Have[dwelled.[Often,[dfter[d
periodofl persecution,Llone[kan[kee
clearlyClhow[[JHashem [lhad[laid[Clthe
groundwork [ ¥or[kurvival[ decades[lor
centuries[before[thethreatlalose.

Thed vastl] Torah world[ that[] has
flourishedlin[Americal(@ndI3rael [1&d.) i
but[dnelthoreldramatic[dhapterlih[the
miraculous[shga [dflthe[Jéwish [Beople.Ih
littleCore[thanChalfCACtenturyChfter
near [tbtalCdevastation, [ve [dan [vitness
with[dur[dwn [dyes[allrebirth[that[defies
allldddslahdlekpectations.[God’s[Handl[id
there,[dpparent[dsLdaylight,[do[dnyone
who[Wishes[td[skel[i.

Visualize:
Images[thatblingltheprayer(td[life

Connections[tb[Bternity

Miriam (ights[the[chndles[dn[Friday [night
for[theHirstltime.It’s[Herfirst[Shabbos
aslalmharried[Woman. [She [aHds[Her[ikhts
tolthose[df[Her[thother,[Who[Has[Heen
lighting[fbr[the[pgast[25[years, [fbllowing
inCkthe [footsteps Lof (L Miriam’s[grand [
mother,[Her[greatlgtandmother,[dnd[do
forth, [ih [ah [uhbroken [chain [shanning[the
centuries.[She[3ays[the[3ame[blessing
they[daid. [3he[Bighs[the[dame[3ighLbf
contentment, [rkaches[fbr[Her[siddur[ahd
sings[the[shme[Words[df[(GLecha[Dodi,”
that[Havel[tlaveled[ihtact(ffom [the[Tzfat
oflthe[l6th[dentury[through[the[Burope
of(J her[d ancestors,[] into[] her[J own
American3uburban[home.[$Sheflashes
for[@lthomentldn[the[fliture I[Hs yet[d
far[dffCvision LHin Clwhich ClherClown
daughterwillOlight Ll her[ own, first
Shabbos[chndles.

There[Will Chlways[be[Shabbat[in[the
world,[because[ there CwillChlways[be
Jews.[G [dldromises [t [Will Always [He[sb.
Connected[]to[the[JEternal[1through
Torah[@nd[thitzvos, [it [ [Thevitable (that
the[Jewish[people, koo, Chwill Clendure

forever.

Try[#his: Imagine being immortal. Even
though you could be injured, you would
always recover and live on. Now imagine that
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the key to your immortality was to follow the
directions of a wise man who knew the secret
of eternal life... How careful you would be to
follow his advice. How grateful you would be
that he picked you for this rare privilege. How
brave you would be in the face of danger,
knowing that you will always survive. That is
the Jewish people and our relation ship with
G d, and that is what we give thanks for in
these tefillot.

GimatriyaMatches

TwoldrlthorelWords,[ghrases, [artial
p'sukim,[dr[holelg'sukim[that[dhare
the[shme[dumericvhlueTtempt” [us [tb
express[somel[significance[Hetween[dr
among[the[mhatching[iflems. Most[dften
welchnnotlfind[ahything[df[significance
(thatddoesn'tCdmean[there[disCIno
significance), (but[dometimes[dnice"
idealpresents[itself L (which[ddoesn't
mean[thatlthere[i$[significanceltb[the
"find", butidaybe...

Herel[it[dn[dxample[df[theThtter[[H
Gimatriyahich[cbnfirms[aloheaningful
concept.

(ItCs Better o [TetLgimatriya[Be[dhe
"icing[dn[theldake"[dather[thanthying
to[bake[Ithe[Jcakeitself[with[just
numericlalue.)
"AndYoseflandHis[Hrothers[and[that
whole[generation[Ldieddut."[{Sh'mot
1:6)

N 7T 921 PN Ao M
Welbelieve,[however, [dhat[dighteous
people[¢ontinue[Ho[Tive[Beyond[this

world.[@neldflthelplsukimthatltéaches
usCthis[5MD'varim4:4, 2"»=73 BN

;g e =N ooy NE

ButlybuwhohkldfEsttd the [brdlybur
God[dre[dlive[dvery[dneldfyoulthis
day.Shme[@imatriya.

Portionfrom(thePortion

TAXES

TheUlastldaysof(120100areJhere[ ][]
peopleffinishinguptheirtbook keeping
forlthis[ fiscalll year(]tollmakellsure
everythinglis(inlorderforthe faxman.

Anlearlyteferencetotaxeslisfoundlin
thisCweek's [ portion.[In[describing the
new(Par'o's(fearlof(thellsraelites'who
were['tool humerous[ and[ tool mighty"
and_wholmight[thereforeljoinCEgypt's
enemies(during(Jalpossible war, [ lwe
seelalprogressionlofiedictsenactediby
Par'o.[The(firstCstagelinPar'o's[plan
was![ ] placing(] SAREI[] MISIM[] (T] tax
officers’] over(] thell Israelites.[] What
exactly[] werel[] thesel] tax[] officers
supposedtoldo? IWhatkind[Jof(Jtax
wereltheylsupposed(iolcollect?

ThelMagid(ID'varav(L'Yaakov, Rabbi
Yisrael[lYaakov[Algazilsays[ that[the
purposel] of] this[] taxJ was[] L'MAAN
ANOTO...[lHelIreads[lthe word[[INU'I
fromtherootrwordANITTto become
poor. This[seems(tolbelreferring(tola
monetary(tax.

Rashilonthelotherhandisays(thiswas
altax[of physicalllabor1Tbuildinglthe
cities[lof(JPitomland’Raamses.[1The
Ramban, "agrees{with[Rashi saying[it
waslonelof(thelstageslin[Par'o's final
solution"[plot.[Welseelthis kind[of[tax
MASI[IOVED,in[Jotherlplaces(lin[ithe
Tanach,suchlasShmuel's(description
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tolthe[nationLof(the[services theywill
havetol[provideforthekingCifthey
chooseltol1havelJonel](Shmuel Alef
8:11M13).[He, [of[course,[was(trying[to
dissuadel them(from(having(lalking.
Achashveroshralsolinstitutedaltaxion
his populace[{Esther(110:1).[Conquer(]
ingCnationswouldCusuallylinstituteCa
laborersi] tax(l (Yehoshuall 16:10,
Melachim[ Alef(] 19:21).00 And(] King
Solomoninstitutedalltax1of[130,000
workers(tolgoltolLebanon(tolcut(trees
inCorder(tolbuildthe BeitrtHaMikdash
(Melachim[Alef(5:2728).

Theldifference between[Solomon's tax
and[Par'o's[\was! that_in(the[icasellof
Solomon(therewerelallimited amount
of 1 workers[ 1 who!lworked([]al! limited
amountlof timel[while[inCEgypt(all the
Israelites ] were[ | forced(] to] work[l an
unlimitedJamountJof(Jtime JAVODAT
PARECH.

Universally,tax/men(areldespised(llas
wellreadllin(the[Jtranslation(] of(1the
Targum:['VAYASIMUIALEIHEMISAREI
MISIMJ (1) UMANI'UC]  ALEIHON
SHILTONIND MAVASHIN,J hell put
peopleloverthemwholwould dolevil.
Therelareldiscussionslinthe[Talmud
(BaballKama1113.)referringtotax
collectors(1 asl] badJand( asl] thieves
(Shavuot39a)lif theytaketoo much
money.[TThis[alsolraises[ the question
(SanhedrinJ25b)Jwhethertaxcollec]
torsCmaybelusedasCwitnesses[(for
any(lcase)llin[Jal Beit[ Din(if theylare
thoughtloflasrobbers.

Thel[purposelof Par'o's taxes[was[hot
tollimprove( thelIroads[orlthelThealth
system(] in[J Egypt] butl] was(J rather
L'MAANCANOTOMjustlinCorderto
afflictithelJews. ltfwasn't’'solmuch(that
Par'olIneeded!(Itheirlimoneyl]or(itheir

work[ITheljustiwanted[tolafflict.them.
Nowadayswelmaylalsol feelafflicted
byltheltaxman.[As[the[sayinglgoes,
"therelarelonlytwo(thingslonelcan not
escape! [Tdeathland(taxes." Butlliving
infalsomewhat.democratic[country(we
stillCThavethelfreedom[tolgetlalgood
accountanttolhelpluslonlyl paylwhat
taxeswemust,[andwelcan(tryfolelect
people whol[ wel feel will_use[our[tax
moneyLproperly.

Iffyourhaven'tfalready, [there mightstill
beltime(tolgivelthatldonationlyoulhave
beenl]carryingJaroundJwithJyoullfor
weeksland(stilllgetlalreceipttolinclude
inlyour2010(taxes.

Forlmore on!this'topic, see Yaakov| Potgvosky's article
edited[ byl Aviad| Hacohen! and'] Michael | Vigoda
www.daat.ac.il/mishpat ivri/skirot/58 2.htm

ParshaPiXx

explanations

(—7 PyramidsCunder Ch[Chot[sun =
descentlinto[Egypt...[And[hre[ A
symbolLdflslave[Thbor,[Both[durs
and[dtherlehslaved(pkople.

(7 Lettuce[[SMAROR [flom[the[Skder
table.[drélates[tdthe[phsukMhich
describes[] theld Egyp[l tian's
embittering[the lives[Jof[1Bnei
Yisrael.[ Lettuce,[] explains[] the
Talmud[Yerushalmi, [k [d [kind Lof
vegetable[that[id[tdsty When[picked
ripe.[The[donger[k[Stays[ih[the
ground,] the[] more[ bitter[] it
becomes.[That[is[What[Happened
to[khelpeople[bf[srael.LTThey
started[dut[ih [(Bgypt[With [dlgood,
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sweet[life.[TheIbnger[they[stayed
inLthe[Mground", Lthe[thore[Bitter
theirl] livesL] became.[] Lettuce,
therefore, [ (the[dreferred[dhoice
oflvkgetable.[(The[Mishnalists[five
differentlvkgetables that(qualify fdr
theLhitzva[df[Maror; LCHASAL
numberloheloh the [it.)

(7 That[kame[pasuk[kontinues[ko
specify [the [Work[With [Bricks[(kee
thelttowellahd[Blicks)

(7 andlthe[field Work[(the [planting[df
thelséedling).

(7 Combining:[(OrheballChndCkhain
representlehslavement

(—/ Davka[[Graphics[bf[baby[Moshe
floatingLbn [ the [ Nile [LWith[3ister
Miriamatchinglaver[hlm

(7 AnotherDavkalGraphicslafMoshe
atltheBush. Pointlthelsheeploutltd
yourl[children[ahd[akk[them [iflthey
know[Any[bf[the[3tories[About
sheep.l] Don'tl] restrictl] the
discussion[ to[[Moshe;&xtendt
backltd[the[Avot.

(7 Seelthe[MATEH, Moshe's staff?

(7 The[Zhree[3igns[Xhat [IG[d ave
Moshelto[datch[Paro'sdttention.
TheStafflthattlirnedidto [alshake,

(7 the[Hand[that[turned[I&prous[like
snowl] (represented[] by[l the
snowman),

(7 and[(the[kurningCbfCvater[Cinto
blood[(#[dommon[Bloodtypes:[A,
B,[AB,O).

(7 Thelgoal[df[the[Bxodus:[thelind
flowing[with CinilkChndChoney (1]
Parshat[Sh'mot[ik[thefirst[df[ 14
times[the[phrase[ERETZ[ZAVAT

CHALAVOUDVASHOoccursin
Tanach.

(7 LetterWith[87.6cmdn[i[B&lPun
forBat[Phr'o[3endinghkr[AMA".

(—/ Seelthe[borrowed"[gbldahd[silver

vessels...

(—/ TwolBawks[@dre[INEITZIM{plural
of LNEITZ).[3pelled[fhe[$3ame[ds
NITZIM, What[Datanldnd[Aviram
wereldoing[When[Moshelspoke[td

them.

(—/ George[Bush[ik[for (fhe[Burning
Bush.

(—/ Abovelthelsheeplidlalstreen[ihage
of LTTURTLELJGRAPHICS....qwho
remembers[that?)[Bictured[i$[the
screen] turtle] cursor[] having
"drawn"[d[$traight[Tine.[Allowing
for[Cinisspellings, Liveind Cin[the
haftaralJof[1Sh'motUtwice,[the
phrase:LITZAVLILATZAVLITZAV
LATZAVLO KAV LAKAVL] KAV
LAKAV..0 TZAvO  (spelled
TZADINMET) [ Elturtle[dnd [KAV
(KUFIYAV) SGlhe.

(7 Eliishai[ahd[the[rkfereelcbmbine
tolthelthunt[df[Datan[ahd[Bviram
to[Moshe[[IWho[appointed[ybulak
SARMISHOFEIT.

(—/ Super[8[3[aArgelchain [df[thotels
inlthe[U.S.[Here[ilrkpresents[the
MALON {lodgings) Lkhat[ Moshe
and[family[skayed[at[dn[their[Way
from[Minyanbhck[tb [Egypt, here
the[famous[émergency [Brit[Mila
incidentltdoklplace.

(7 The[Xed[but[Straw ik [forWhen
Par'o[denied[thelénslavedsrael[]
ites[thelskraw[decessary[tb[thake
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bricks[Jandrequired[lthem Uto
collectL theirCbwn,[but[ivithout
reducing[the[quotaldf[Bricks[they
wereltdslipply.

(7 Thelshofar[ih[theHottom [dight i
from[the[Haftara,[d[Jasuk e [dre
acquainted LWvith [(from [Yeshayahu,
from[the [Rosh[HaShana[Musaflahd
from [the[sbnglith[these ords.

(—7 This[Oeaves[the[picture[dn[the
upperldghtldorner[dflthe[Rarshal]
Pix, [the[sblution [tb[Mhich[finishes
thefollowing[d statement: L1 This
photoasltdken] [1

The [ Puah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologylin'Accordancewith Halacha

OvarianTransplants
andMalacha (1)

InlIrecent[ lyears[ lthere[ havel Ibeenl la
number [of(papers [presented [that eport
successful(cases/oflovarian [fransplants.
Thislislarelativelymew [technologythat
seems ! toloffer[alpromisingoption[ for
certain[select[patients,[Whiletaising[a
number[oflhalachicl¢questions[that[e
will[discusslover[the hext[few[Wweeks.
Interestingly, Wwe Will [See thatthisis fot
anewldiscussion(dt(dll, (butlisrooted[in
alsurgery[that[Cwas[reported to have
beenperformedloverfarhundredyears
agoand[Jwasdebated JbothJinJthe
medicalldommunitylandfinfthehalachic
literatureloflthe [fime. Welwilllalsosee
how![ recentl medical [ discoveries[ may
havelan[impactlonlhalachicldecisions
regarding(somedfltheselquestions.

Before[lwe[Jembark [ Jon[Jthe [ Thalachic

discussionllet[is[look[at[ the [ medical
treatmenttself.

Ovaries[are[organs[that[lcontainand

developlall[ltheJeggsthatwillbe

producedlduring[the [teproductive life]
timeCofCawoman. Thelcurrentlyheld

opinion[7] is[] that[] at[] the[] point[] of
conceptionthe ovary[contains[all the

eggslthatCwillCever[develop duringa

woman's[] reproductivel] years.[] The

ovarianJreservelldiminishes[Juntil[Jit

eventuallylis[exhausted [@nd[the[woman

reaches mhenopause. In[somel(rare(dases,

for[reasons [ that[lwe[ldonot[always

know,[] some[ ] women![] suffer(] from

premature (Ovarian [failure[Ttheir(ovaries

cease[to[lovulate, behaving[like["the

ovaries[ ofl al much[older Wwoman; this

canldccurldtlanylage.

Thelonlyfreatmentldption [that[Wwel¢an
currentlyloffer(inthese[¢aseslis[anlegg
donation[fromCanother Svoman. There
are[many[whol¢hoose this alternative;
for(those[whotejectlit, however, there
ismothinglelsethatican(beldone. Thisis
thel] primary[ ] motivating[| factor[] for
consideringlan/ovarian fransplant.

In(thelovarian [fransplant(procedure, the
medical "team[finvolved “was[success ]
fullylabletotemovepart[oflanlovary
from(afertile Wwoman(and [fransplant[it,
connectinglit[with[themonfunctioning
ovary[JoflJthe[Jpatient.[] The [l doctors
observedCthat[over timelthe failing
ovary[] regenerated[] and[] started
ovulating. [Theylrecorded that/the Signs
oflimenopause! that[we[ discussedlast
time[(suchlaslalhigh[levelloflfollicle
stimulating(hormone[TIFSH)[decreased
andthe[recipient(0fithe mew(ovaryWwas,
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forlalllintents[and purposes,al fertile
woman.

They(then[teported [that[Someloflthese
patients went[on[to[become[pregnant
naturallyJandJtoCgiveIbirth, [Jafeat
heralded [asJallmedical Clbreakthrough
which[Doffered Tnew[possibilities I for
women[whohad “previouslysuffered
from[prematuredvarian failure.

InlourMextlarticle Wwewill[discuss(Some
oflthe important[ limitations[Jofl this
treatment.

ArtScrolliSeries ® MesorahlPublicationsLtd.

WISDOM[R[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

His[CentireOife[R’[NaftaliC Amsterdam
worked[bn[hisCbwn[horalCimprove[]
ment, [ih[Reeping[With[the[deachings[df
his[Rebbe,[R’[Yisrael[Salanter[dnd[the
Mussar[thovement.[He[dxplained[this[ak
follows:[(When [allohale[id (Horn, [His (Hody
is[itnperfect[ahd (He[reeds[alBrit[ahila, [Hy
removing[thefbreskin, [tb [Jerfect[it.[By
the[dameldoken,[ach[Person’s[doul [k
imperfect.[Dnly By ldemoving[dnce’s[bad
traits[does[dnelpkrfectthelsbul.”

In[Ethe[CommunistLdrive[2o[Trid”Lthe
JewsUofUltheir Ureligion, Cmany Cjewish
leadersWvere [éxiled[do[Siberia.LAmong
these, (dwas[JR’'Yechezkel CJAbramski.
Thoselwho[hhd[beenlekiledWere[beaten
mercilessly[for [he [3lightestLnfraction,
made [lto [wait[lin[Clthe [ffreezing[lcold
extremely[long[hours,[And[givenWery
little[tb [eht.[Many [died [under [this [Brutal

regime.

Discussing[that[1time, IR’ ] Yechezkel
noted:[1“WhenICwouldCariseCeach
morning, [Would[rkcite[the[Modeh[Ani’
prayer,[theldrayer[thanking[Hlashem[fbr
the[dewlday.[But[M[dhought[do Lhyself,
‘Whatltlypel[dflday[dwaitsLthe? [Another
day[dfDderyBard Work,[df[Beating[dnd
humiliation.[Nlow, [fIIdould [at(éast[Have
some[time[tb[studyTorahL1[However, ]
never[had[(time[thenHor[that.[What,
then,WasIthanking[Hashemfbrdnlthe
newldhy?

However,[When[ILdontinued[daying[the
Modeh[CAniChnd[Freached Cthe Cwvords,
‘rabbah [emunatecha’ [Ty [fith [ih Moulid
great’[] [0 IL] was[] comforted.] The
Communists[dould[thke[everythinglaway
from[the[dxceptfbrldnelthing,[ahd[that
is (mhy fith [id [Hashem, My [Qreator.

TolHaveldnother[dayih[Which[l dould
have[fhith [ih [(Hashem[Was[d[deason[to
appreciate [the [nkwI(dhy.”

RN DDLES,

Warning:Containslrégular
serious[phateriallin[additiontb[the
lightMTriddlestuff"

Lastlidsue’s (VAYCHI)MTriddles:

[17103820+40624...

This[first[digit[i$ [(fbr[the[Hook[dflthe
Torah.[dOneisIB'reishit;(dfouris
Bamidbar.[ThelLdther[dumbers[Break
into[two [ twoldigitChumbers,tepre]
sentinglpkreklahd[phsuk.[Breishit[4B:20
and[Bamidbar[6124,25,26 [(that[was why
the[TTriddle(had[dhe[&llipsis (1A k.a.
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dotldot[dot)[ kombine[ ko[ form[khe
blessing[fdrlohe's[(grand)sons.
[2][Leader [df[his[Brothersahdtbp [df...
what?

Yehudallis[the[leader Clamongllthe
"brothers",[#he[3ons[bf[ Yaakov,[the
Sh'vatim, [the[ttibes[df[3rael.[His[thme
is(alsoat[thetdp [dflalcblumn[id [aSkfer
Torah[{in[Parshat[- Vaychi).LIThis[is
noteworthy[Becauselih Lthany [{lmost?)
Sifrei[Torah, [@ll [dolumns[{(bver[240[df
them) [bkgin [With aIMAV [ekceptfbr[five
oflthem.[¥ehudalis[the[skcond[dneldf
theselspecial [cblumn[starters, [after [the
big[BET [ofBreishit.

[3]CCerulean,Brussian,[Cobalt,[Royal,

Cornflower...

Theladbove[Words[dre[dll[descriptions
ofldifferentlshades[df[the[dolor[Blue.
They[dre[(BLUES.[Yaakov[Avinu[tells
Yoseflthat[Q[dappearedtdhimBILUZ,
in[the[dity [f[IUZ [(h.k.a.[Beit[Bl,[But
maybe [aldearby [tbwn [df[Beit[HI).[The
word[With[the [prefix[(B'[dccursLanly
thislConcelin[Tanach. LIThe Llkity Lis
mentionedChs[1UZ[h[halfCh[Hozen
times,[And[dnce, [the Word[defers[to
the[Hazel [nut[tree.[Reading[B'LUZ [ds
BLUESworks[for[Ch[ITTriddle,[but
pointsloutfaldifferencebetween [Ehglish
and[Hebrew that[We [Haveldiscussed[ih
the[TBDATR [cblumn[(TTowards[Better
Daveningland[Torah[Reading).[Bnglish
has[Jmany[Jexamples [lof[Jconsonant
blends.[The[Blsbund[ahdlthe[llsbund
blend[id Wordsl[like...[BLEND, [ok [BLUE.
But[ih [(Hebrew,[When[the[first[dfltivo
letters[Has[@[SH'VANALInder[it, e
are[dot[slipposed[tb[Blend[il[With[the
sound[df[thefbllowinglktter.[B'LUZ,

not[bluz.OB'RACHA, (Dnot[bracha.
SH'NAYIM, ] notld shnayim.[] Native
EnglishUspeakers[lhavellthe[Inatural
inclination[tb[blend[cbnsonants.[When
talking[ih [(Bnglish, (e [Would[shy[to[d
child,[have[youl$aid[CShmalyet.[But
when[3aying[the [Sh'ma,[bne[3hould
carefully[] sound[] the[J SHIN/SH'VA
distinct[from [the [MA.[That's[Why[We
use[theldpostrophelih[SH'MA.LCare
alsolLheeds[ ol be[ &xercisedhot[ to
overdol[the[SHIN/SH'VA[ds[SHEMA,
which[$[dot[the[dorrectWay[tb[read
theWordleither.[SH'MA[(hot[shmalahd
not[3hema).[There[4dreldnany,[inany
examples[bf[ this[T'don'tCblend[khe
consonants[like[Jou[Ho[inCEnglish"
problem.

[4]Hands[hndetters[Cinterchanged
producelthelsdmelrésult

Welrate[lthisClone[as[a[ ffive[star
TTriddle..] When[ Yaakov[] Avinu
switched [his[hands[do[dhat[his[dight
hand[rksted[dn [Bfrayim's[Head [ahdHis
left[(Hand[dn[Menashe's[Head, [(He [Was
moving[Bfrayim[ihto [the[first[Josition
and[Menashel[idto[the[skcond[position.
By [switchingthe [NUN [ahd[the[SHIN [id
Menashe's[thame, [ e[ get[MISHNEH,
which[also[idicates[alsbcond [position.
(Ratings'of TTriddles are not done by anlindependent

TTriddle rater and are based on(the Subjective feelings
of the!Chief TTriddler of Torah Tidbits.)

[5]Heldidlittdvice; his[sdn,[dhce

VAY MAEIN, @ndBe[defused,[dccurs
nineltimes[id Manach, fdurdfwhich ate
inlthe[Chumash, [threeldfWhich[atelih
the[1Book[of[BB'reishitLl(notice[lthe
apostrophe[Jwhich["warns"[Jagainst
blending[the [(BET Ldnd[REISH [ bf[the
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word).[] When[ Yaakov's[] children
attempted [ to[ tomfortChim[bn[the
supposed [passing[df[Yosef, [(He [rkfused
to[be[ komforted.[Some[ kommen[]
taries[shy [that[(Maakov[Was[rkfusing[tb
believe[thatMosef[was[dead [IWhich (ke
wasn't.) [(Meanwhile, ivhen [Yosef[vas
subjected[tb[the[ddvances[df[Botifar's
wife,[He [defused[th [give [ih.[Th[Waychi,
these[tivo[defuseniks[jbin[When[Yosef
attempts[] to[] "correct"] Yaakov's
positioning[df[His[Hands[dn[the[Heads
of (Bfrayim[dnd[Menashe,[dnd[Yaakov
refuseslthb [switch [(His[(Hands[Back.[Hle,
Yaakov, [did[iditwice; his[sbn[(Yosef) [did
itlohce.

[6]Burninglthelchndleat bbthehds?

This[MTriddleas[alsimplelrkaction[td
the[mame[AVNER[BENNIER, [fither[df
candle,[don[df[dandle.[His[dame[dlso
occursds[AVINERBENINER, Qdvhich
canbk[réad[atalrédundancy.

[7]10B'reishit[{l 6),[Mo'ach[{ll 5),[Waychi
(total)

Although[the[skdralid[called[MAYCHI,
that[Word[dccurs[farlthoreftequently
in[both[the[$edrasbf[B'reishit[and
No'ach[(1 6 [ahd[I5 [times, [ckspectively).
InOVAYCHI,OthereOisConeCother
occurrenceldflthe Word.[And[the Mord
occurs[dowherel[dlse[ih[the[Book[df
B'reishit[dr[ih[dhe[dest[df[Chumash.
Aside[From[the[B3[bccurrencesdn
B'reishit, [thereatefiveldther MAYCHIs
scatteredthroughoutNACH.

[8]Musical Director[dfthe[Royal [Free
MusicSbciety

WelreallyLkhould[Chave Limade Ckhis

TTriddle[@round[durfavorite[Shavuot
and[(Hoshana[Rabba[ tlosing[$peaker
andl] frequent[] Shabbat[] afternoon
shiur[glver,[JBinyamin[JWolff. LJWith
apologies o [Binyamin, e vent[for
Benjamin[MVolf.[Helis[also[the [mhusical
director[dflthe[Zemel[Choir, [alléading
Jewish[choir[id[the [UK.The[nhme[Was
TTriddlized (orJ should] well say
TTriddlised[] because[] of [ the[] UK
connection)] from[] the[] phrase
BINYAMINO ZE'EVO (YITROF)O in
Yaakov'sbrachot[td [his [sbns[id Maychi.
Because[ bf[the[phrase,[Binyamin[is
often [phired[with [Ae'evidrMolflab[alfit
and[3econdChame,CandCnCthe[Fwo
examples(bkre, a$afirstlahd[dstinhme.

[9]MVhat's[the[Key[tb[the ™0 [day[IIH
month"lgliestion?

Kllthe Wordkeylid[the MTriddleWas|al
hidden[hint) LCHEINLYIML'ULY'MEL...
"Forlthuslcbmpletes[theldhys[df..."[The
phrase[bccurs[dwiceldn[Tanach,[dnd
hearingLJ it in[Vaychildimmediately
triggersLlin[one'sLdmind[Clthe Llother
occurrencelftom[MegilatEksther. Ia [the
Vaychildccurrence, [the[rkferencelid[tb
the[40Lday[periodLdbfLémbalming.LTh
Esther,[ik[defers[do[dhe[dixth[dnonth
period] of [1perfumingldand[1beauty
treatments Laf[the (MWho LWvill[deplace
Vashtilaslglieen"lcbmpetition.

[10][(Was[4Lyrs[dld[When[Columbus
sailedahd (his fmily flkd Spain

Yosef[Ben[Bfrayim[Karo[Was[BornLih
| 488Lih[dither[Spain[dr[Rortugal.[His
family Was[ekpelled ftom [Shain[id [T492
and[lived[in[Greecelahd[Turkey[Before
settlingLin[Tz'fatLinCEretz[YisraelLin
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1535.[Helis[cbnsidered[td [Belthe [mhost
universally[recognizedChuthority[lon
Jewish[Aw [and[dractice.[He[i3 ldnown
as[the[MECHABEIR, [thealithor [(bflthe
Shulchan[Aruch)@nd&@sMARAN,[&nd
alsoak[the [BEITMOSEF, (his[ehrlier[plen
name [fbr[His[dommentary[dfl{the[TUR
SHULCHAN[ARUCH.[1t[$ [this[dame
that[plits[him [id [this[MTriddle, sincelthe
phrase[BEITYOSEF[dccurs[ih[Barshat
Vaychil{one[bf[its[ten[bccurrences
throughout[Thnach).

[1 11[Does[Vaychilhave[ 340 p'sukim

abroad?

Maybe[dot[a[Qlstar (T Triddle[(possibly
4[star), (Butldnelthatlehrned(the “tute"
designation.[ Waychilhas[ 85 p'sukim.
That's [PEI[HEI, Which [d[the SIMAN [dnh
thelsédra, [a$ [id [PEH [EL[PEH. [PEI[HEI [
also[the[Mord[BO, [rkkminiscent[dflthe
IsraeliLdreidelLfokay,[SIVIVON).[That
leads[dhe[inind[fo [the (SHINLbf[the
other[dreidel.[The[gimatriyalbf[ the
word[SHAM [(#here)[id[340.[Hencelthe
question[pbsed[id[thisMTriddle.

[12]Unexplainedfdom [the PhrshaPix

Thelftagmentlafiphrchment(id [the [PP[id
alpieceldfltheMorah[ih [Greek.[Tt[i3[ih
the[PhrshaPix[Because[of[Asarabl Tevet
(really,[the[Bth[df[Tevet), [dot[Hecause
oflthelsédra.

ThelJerusalemlInstitute
ofiJewishiLaw
Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#[544

Pledges [to(Charity

Therelis anlauthoritythat[iflone[states
“ITherebylpledgelthat[I[give my[watch
to[ Charity[ A”, [ the[pledgelislbinding.
This[authority[holds[that[this[is[true
evenlifltheperson!pledges something
notlyetl(in(existence,[suchlds/bylstating
“Ipledge foCharity[A [the fruitthat Wwill
grow [on thy treetwo (yearsHence.” [The
reason[lis[thataljperson’s[pledgelto
charity[is[legally(bindingland ‘may[be
sued Wipon by(thelcharity.[Therefore/ifla
personwholis[0nhis[deathbed thakes(a
giftfol¢charityloflSomething mot[yet in
existence, [Such(ds [the fruit(thathis[tree
willbear [fwo Jearshience, thepledgelis
binding. ItTis[(bindingJalthoughthe
pledgelislamon Tphysicalthing/dand[the
thing[ that[he[ pledges[is[ notl[lyetlin
existence.[ Al person[maylpledgeltola
charity/(alllof'thelincome(oflaleasethat
willlbelentered [Concerning [property [that
helCowns.[It[is[ similar[to[ his[having
transferred [the[freelto [the [charity [for[its
fruit, ('whichis[a[valid fransfer. [ This[is
not[JalltransferJofl JalIthing[Inot[lyet
inexistence, [Since[the[free[exists mow.
Therelisfan@uthoritythat/disagrees With
the foregoingland holdsthatfhehialacha
as[stated[above[ishot[correct[intwo
respects.[(1)[Aowlis[binding[{fTthe
vow [ states [that[thepersonimaking[it
takes(itpon himselfTto fulfillthe ow,
thatlitlis(a[personalobligationandrot(d
gift.[Thenlhelhas the obligation[foldo

the thing(he utters. [Sincethegift/is [for
thingmot(yetinlexistence, itmeedmotbe
honored.[ The[giftl would[have[been
bindinglifThelhad(stated "I (herebyltake
itlupon[myselflthat(Iwill (givelthe [fruit
that willCgrow Con[mytree two years
henceltol¢harity.”[(2)[Even[ifThehad
stated fit(in [fhe[contextofla Wvowthathe
obligateshimselflfoldo[Something[it[is
notbinding(afterfieldies. But(iflielislon
hisldeathbedandthelgift[isfoCharity
A, lalthingmot[yetlinleéxistence, ds[Soon
aslheldies(the[pledge(toldeliver(thelgift
isfflerminated. [Thusliflhelis[alive wWhen
theltree[bears thefruitthe[pledged, he
must(fulfill[the (pledgeandthe fruitlof
thatlyear(belongs(to/charity.[According
tolthis[second[view([the donor’s[pledge
wouldlhavebeen[binding/liad helstated
that(helhereby(gives(the(tree(tocharity
for(its[fruit.[Sincel thel[ treel s trans(]
ferred (whilethe [donor(is(alive, the fruit
will[belgiven[folcharitylevenlafterthe
deathlofithe'donor.

Alcreditorpledges moneyowed(fohim
to[alcharity.[Sincelthe[debt[is[hotla
physicallthinghel[cannot[ give[it[tola
charity.[However, [if(he states [l hereby
givel the[ money( tol al charityl when[ 1
collect(it”[it[is[binding, [ Similarly, [ifla
personstates [that[when [purchasethis
objectlitlwill[bel given tol¢harity, itlis
notbinding.

Parsie Peints to Pender
SH'MOT

1) [(Why[does[the[Torah[dtateLAND
THESECARELTHECINAMES[OFLTHE
CHILDRENLOF[ISRAELLWHOLARE
COMINGTO[BGYPT Lih[the[Present

tense[{l:1)Cdonsidering[dhe[fact[dhat
theylalready(cimel(td [Egyptlid [the [phst?

2)[Why[Hoes[Par'o[ktate[ that[the
Jewish[durses[dhould[d¢heck[dbn[THE
BIRTHMOOL[tb[determinel[iflthe[child
wasl[albloy [ihstead [df[simply [shying[SEE
IFITBEBOY[: 16)?

3)MWhy[Hoes[the[Torah[kay[ that
Moshe's[thother [shw[THAT[HEMVAS
GOOD[ANDIHIDHIMBORLTHREE
MONTHS[{2:2)?[(Had[the[ thildChot
been[GOODIWould[shelhhve[nbt[ttied
tolhldelhkr(sbn?

ParshaPointsfoPonder by
Rabbi[Dov(Lipman

teacher [ad [Rdishit[Ydrushalayim [add [Mhchon (Mhayan
in (Bit (Bemesh; [adthor [ad ™DISCOVER: [Ahswers [far

Teenagers [(and [Adlults) [td [Qliestions [about [tHe (Jewish
Faith" [{Beldheim); ("TIMEOUT: Sports [Sdories [ad [a]
Game [Plan [fok [Spiritual [Sdccess" [(Devora); "SEDER

SAWY" [{(Targum)
ppp@ouisrael.org

Answers are elsewhere in this issue; ponder the @s first..

Maharalldn/the[Sedra

Moshe's[Miraculous[Light

Sh'mot[2:2IIShelcbnceivedahdBorelal
son,[ahd [shwl(that[He[Was[gbod,ahd[she
hid[Rim [three[ohonths.

Rashi:[(When[Be[Was[Born,theHouse
filled [With[Mikht.

Gur[Arye:[Why[Hoes[itHollow[that
because[He[Was[good[she[Hid[Him?[Any
motherWould[bBelcbncernedfbrRer(sbn
and[do[Whatever[she [dould(for[Bim.IF
there[ik[d[ Possibility [to [dave [Him, dvhy
wouldn't[she[hideRim?Therelnhustbave
been[dldecreeltb [Hill (hothers ho[Hid



their[bhbies.[She[mhay (hhve [hhd[tb [decide
between [His [ife [ahd [Hers, ahd [Who [ [tb
say[his[blood[s['redder[than[hers"
[Pesachim[25b]?[ITWhen[3he[$aw[the
miraculous[ight, [she[felt[she[dould[dely
on[Hashem[tb[thake[surelthe[Hgyptians
would[dot[find[Him,[do[she[Bid[Him[ds
longlak[shelcbuld.

Thelgkmaralstates[[Menachot[53b],"Let
the[good[bne[tome[and[Feceive[the
good."[Mhe[Bood[dne"[id[Moshe, [ak[i[id
written, (she [$3aw[#hat[he (vas[good."
Thelgood"[eceived[ik[Torah, [ds[it[ik
written[[Mishlei[4:2], Mfor (I dave [You[d
good[teaching[lTMy[Torah [fbrsake[it
not."[Every[bther[treation[has[$ome
aspectlthat[rblates[tb[the[physical World.
TheTorahUisCuniqueinClehat ChitClis
Hashem'sCdlecree [And[hasCho Lphysical
aspect.[Tov[Jgood] [theans[dlevated [dnd
separated [Thivdal] (ffom [ghysicality. [It [
known[that[oss[Andacking[Cand Cévil
cleave[tto[physicality. [TTheConly[lone
prepared[tb [deceive[the[tbtally[spiritual
Torah[3[someoneldn[@lsimilarspiritual
level.[Hle[Was[dompletely[skparate[ftom
the[Physical, [dhus[dould[prophesy LWvith
the[Mluminatingléns.

Column Dﬂreparealu)g [V_)r, uModLe D7<MAI
TTreaderFeedback

In last week's (Vaychi) ParshaPix there was a series of
pictographs representing HaMalach HaGo'el Oti... For
the Malach part, there was the emblem of the MLB team,
the Angels. We referred to the team as the Los Angeles
Angels. A fellow named Yaaqov (significant name for
this, as you will see) commented that the name of the
team is a sensitive issue for many fans from southern
California. Some checking on the internet revealed the
story. One of the earliest expansion teams, the Angels
began their so far 50 year existence as the Los Angeles
Angels. At the end of their Sth season, their name was
changed to the California Angels because of their
impending move to Anaheim, California, which is in
Orange County, which borders Los Angeles counry. The
team played 31 seasons as the California Angeles. Then
their name was changed to the Anaheim Angels because
of new ownership and an agreement with the city of

Anaheim. In 2005, the name was changed again, this time
to Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim. However, since that is
a mouthful, many people refer to it as just the Los
Angeles Angels. The city of Anaheim sued, claiming that
the letter of their agreement was being fulfilled, but not
the spirit. The team calls itself the Angels, without any
other identifier, even on their away uniforms. So what's
the Torah twist here? It was Yaakov Avinu who
originally insisted on knowing the name of the angel with
whom he fought.

[Parsine [Peints Ge Ponder
Suggestedlahswers

| [(Daat[Zekainim [Mibaalei[(HaTos'fot
answer [that[4hrough[dhe [liseLbf[dhe
present[dense,[dhe[Torah[ik[Heaching
thatCas[$oon[hs[Yosef[CHied,[hich
happened[dt[the[énd[bf[Tast[iveek's
parsha, [the[Egyptiansbkgantdrélatetd
theldhildren [df(Yaakov[ds[i[they[Had
justldome[tb [Egypt[then, [ihcluding[the
assessment[_bfl_taxes.[This[laid[the
groundworkl] for[d theld] eventual
persecutionahdlshvery.

2)[The[®hr[MHaChayim[éxplains[that
Par'o's[plan[Was[fbr[the Jéwish[Women
to[dot[Beldware[dfl(the[fhctthat[the
nurses[Wvere[Rilling[the [dhild[Since [if
they [shwlthis, [idWould[ckrtainly [dad[td
aldevoltland[groblemsfbr[BRar'o.[The
nurses[Wereltbld[to[determinelif[the
childvas[A[Boy[before[dhe [nother
could[éven[dee[if[the[dhildWas[dlive
and[then, dfter [Rilling[the Ldhild, [dhey
would[say[that[the [bhby was[bbrn[dead
and[themothersWouldnbt[réalize[that
anyonelkilled[their[bon.[{This[hlso
explains[Why [Par'o[Wanted[thelgirls[tb
live.LIFLAIIC¢hildrenDivere [being[born
dead[this[Would[definitely [dxpose[the

plot)

3)[Rav[Hirschlekplains[that[dn [ils[Most
basiclével,[GOOD [mheans[that[He[Was

alquietlahd[Well[phtured[childWho[did
notlLinake[d[TotLdf[ hoise.[Thus,[She
would[bk[sliccessful lid lhidinghim.Most
babies[thake[d[Ibt[df[doiselandHiding
themblould[simply [nbtbkahoption.

From "O@ZTorah"
by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORFD, Emeritus[Rabbilof
the[@reatSynagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

Q. What[is[thelgeneralJewish [Miew

oflréincarnation?

A. Therelit[do[duestionlthatldein[]
carnation[plays(alrble[id Jéwish [think[]
ing[And [k [ ChotLdnly Cinystics[And
Chassidim[who[hcceptit.[ITanach,
however,tontains[Cho[tlear[ktate[]
ment[df[the[Belief, (Aorik[it[dertain
that[the[$ages[ bf[ the[Mishnaland
Talmud[deemedlid[essential. dt[id [dnly
in[About[the[Bth[¢enturylthat[ the
doctrine[Jentered[Judaism, [ lto[khe
dismay[df[Sa’adia[Gaon[Wholthought
ittoolish.[Chasdail[ Crescas[and[his
discipleJosephl[Albo[shid[the[doctrine
was[dpposed[tb[the[shirit[dfJlidaism.
Onl[thel[dther[Hand[dbaac[Abravanel
and[Manasseh [BenI3raellshpportedlid.
Abravanel[thought[it[Was[Ibgical[and
fair(dhat[dnother[dhance [Should[be
given[to[A[$oullthatChad[become
tainted [Hy [all[garticular[Body, [that[ifi(a]
personldied[yYoung[their[soul[should
havelallchance[tb [gderform[id [ahother
body[thelgood[deeds[it[did[Hot[Have
time [for[id[the [first,[ahd [that[the [sbul
oflthe[Wicked[should[sbmetimes[phss
into[ahother [Body [tb[He[punished[dn
earthlidstead[dffid[the [okherorld.

The[[IZohar [kays,[ }'AlllkoulsCmust
undergo[transmigration,[but[human
beings[do[dot[gerceive[the[Ways[df
the[(Holy[ [ One,[how[the[tevolving
scale[id[skt[up.Mhey[perceivelnot[the
many[dransmigrations[dnd[thehany
mysterious[vorks Lwhich [ the[Holy
Onel[dccomplishes[With Lthany[daked
souls...” [(Mishpatim[@bb).

Clearly,[Feincarnation Lis[1Tike[hll
things[1[[Mpossible [Ifor[1God.[1But
opponents[]of[1the[1doctrine[are
botheredMith[thelthoughtlthat[alsbul
can[have[hany[identities.[How[dan
onelpkay[for[thelréposeldflalperson’s
soullWhen[fbr[all [We [Know [that[sbul
has[hlready[ beenllecycled?[ What
happensl(ak[the[time[dflrksurrection(]
intoLWhich[Lof[possibly Lthany[Bodies
does[h[soullrelehter?[IDoes[the
doctrinelnbtlsliggestlthatthelsbullahd
body[kan[never[httain[h[unique,
intimate bbnding?

Thelfctlthat[therelalelgteatshgesldn
both[sides[dfltheldebatelshows[that
neither [chn [be[shid[tb [ble [norma [five.
Thereli$[@lhajor[difference[Hetween
essential[Beliefs [such [&s [the [Wnity [df
God,[the[authority[df[the[Torah[ahd
the[dcoming[] of[1Mashiach, [ Iwhich
everyonelAccepts[hs[(Hundallnental
andl] binding,[1 and[] the[] ideal] of
reincarnation, [Which [Has[despectable
buthbtluhanimous/slipport.



