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The NumberOne[¥rTtopic

Thelfirst[Torah [Tidbits Was[alsingle [sheet[dflA4 [phper[With[the [drael[Qenter
scheduleldn[dnelside[dnd[a[Dvar[Torahdnltheldther.[That[Mery[firstlead
Tidbit[setltheltbnefdrohany[(hotlall) [tb [cbme b cluding[this[dne.[Every[time
we[Bring[dp [this [topic, (However, [Weltry[to [do[it[ih[d[differentLWvay.[The
following[Began [ak [a[Qhizuk [& Idud [columnfbr[this[Week's T T, [Hutthen[We
received [the[dmail ith [this [Week's[fiece.[Rather[than [shelve [the [fbllowing,
whichMasgbingltdappearuhderthe[pseudonym [of Pinchas[Barmir, Weltlirned
it[ihto[this[Week's[Tead [Tidbit. (Mo [apologies[fbr [depeating[the [thessage; [the
Torah[doeslitall[the [time, thy Inbt[the [Morah Tidbits.

ThelyoungfellowWas(id[deeptrouble. His [fther [aksured [him [that[he
would[gkthim [dut[dflhis[difficult[situation[ahd[id [aHdition, [hle [hhd [to [special
giftsltdlgive hislsbn.

And[sb[id[Happens.[The[father[fulled[dff[aldaring[rkscue [df[His[sbn [ahd [after
theldust[séttled, the fEther offeredthe [tivo [special [gifts [td (his [plecious[child.

Howl[does[the[sbn[rkact? [Does[he[thankhis[fther fbr[shvinghis [ife, Butt&ll
him [do[thanks'fdrohe ok bbth [ofthe [gifts! [Dr[dbes hk [gratefully atknowledge
his[father's[shving[Him[and[He [then, [filled [With [dride[ahd [abpreciation [df[the
lovelofhisfther, lehthusiastically ahdgtaciously at ceptlthe gifts?

In(the[Beginning[df[Rarshat[Va'eira,[Moshe[i$ [ihstructed By [G [dlth [tkll[the
Children[dflISrael(that[He [Will [shve[them [ahd [rkdeem [them [ftom [Bgypt.[And
that[He[idlofferingthem [to [special [gifts [Hhe [tivo Mitems" [that[the Morah[chlls
"Morasha", [alhkritage. With[the [pFophecy [df M'LAKACHTIahd M'HAYITI,[Gd
willlgive luk[the [Morah.[AndMith [the [pFomise [of M'HEIVEITIzhd MNATATI,He

willlgive [ub [EletzMlisrael. cont. on page 4 WOl‘d "of Ehe month This[Shabbat[(Va'eira) e[Bench[Rosh
Chodesh[Sh'vat,[Which[id [always[dne[day[ih [dur[fixed [dalendar [With [Tevet
Jerusalem Shabbatlid/outltimesfdr having[29 [dhys. This [ykar, Rosh [@Ghodesh Sh'vat Will bk [dh Thursday
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4:26pm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 5:27pm 431 15832 (MageniAvraham:18:3118:34am)

4:25pm Netanya 5:26pm 430715132 SofiZ'maniT'fila000000000010:00010:03am

4:26pm Rehovot 528m  43([Ip3 | |(MegeniAviaham:9:2819:31am)

426pn Be'erSheva &Thie) 5:29pm 431584 | | Chatzotmmmmmmmmmmmoniin11:41011:45%am

4:25m  Modi'ineDashmona'im  5:27pm 4:30[15332 (halachicnoon) )

4:10pm PetachTikva 5:27pm 415 [IT532 Minchal Gedolann0000000012:12012:16pm

410pm  Maale[Bdumim  5:26pm 4:|5581 (eariestiMincha)

4:24pm Ginot[Shomron  5:26pm 430 T8I PlagiMinchallIIImimim3:40%403:46%pm

4:4pm Gush[Shiloh 5:25pm 42905B0 | |Sunsetinn0000000000000004:4904:55pm
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4:26pm YadBinyamin 5:28pm 4:31 (15333 www.ttidbits.com

4:28pm Ashkelon 529m 43300534 for PDF[files[affTT ((Whole,

4:11pm Tzfat 5:23pm 4161508 lite, XL), ParshaPix, text[fle,

424pm  Zichron[Yaakov  5:26pm 4291531 Palm[vkrsion, Morah Midbits
Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[MYA'EIRA[G03pm Audio mp3/files...[ahd[more!

Thelnhme[AHARON [dccurs30 | [times[id theMorah[(0, 1 16,80, 101,4)[ahd [4b [fimesid NACH

ThelsédraldfTove[&[Fmunah

Speaking of FROGS DY (and ducks
and lots of other animals)... WEBBED FOOT

A A

| About(Yoseflandthe(cries ofIsrael |

Pinchasintroducedin his matching sedra
Gub[ahd[Enhivlahd[whom!?

Rosh[ChodeshBenchingof Sh'vatlis(on
ShabbatParshat[Sh'mot[40% 0f the [fime
and[60% (on[ShabbatParshat[Va'eira

206 | 0 [ihe [fil- st [of[6D [identical What?
andloheladditionalthatlcbntinues

| Yosef,326'36"N 35 2'4"E, Berechyahu |

| Eisav, Moshe, and two different nations |

The B [dhys[dfMevetlahd[Sh'vat
each hhve[tWo[dhys[theychnnotfll[dn
(and[five [dhys [ofthe [Week[that they[chn).

| BARAD [was[ike[Manna |

Par’o, Bil'am, Achan, Sha'ul, David
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

AreWelthe[ldind[dflchildrenho Wil
notlelen [be[thankful [tb [G [dFdr M'tzi'at
Mitzrayim.[Sadly,[dhere[dre[Jews[llke
that.[Weldhust[feach[dhese[Jews[the
whole[range[Jof[TTorah [ Values[hnd
Mitzvot.WelnustIdevelopahd[slipport
programs[dnd[drganizations[dedicated
tolspreadingMahadut[i [alpleasant[ahd
acceptableldanner.

Are[We[the[kind[bf[Ichildren"Who
thank [Him [drofusely fbr[thking[us[dut
of [Egyptlahd[thank [Him 2k [Wellfbr[dne
oflthe [to[gifts, (Holding[up [dur[Hand,
palmlout, lahd[say [his[idlehough™?

Theselind[df[Jéws [dome[ih [tvo [rhain

categories[1[[Twith[Cdmany[lvariations
within[ehchlcategory).

WelHave[Mmodern"[ZionistJews[Who
lovelthe [StateldfIdrael, Idve[theidealdf
alJewish[Homeland,[Butlshdly[do[dot
consider[the[Torah[delevantlto[their
lives[today.[ They[Will [ telllyoulthat
mitzvot[Were[d[part[dfltheir[Parents
and[grandparents(lives, [part[df(the[life
ofltheJéw[i [Bxile...[Butlit[id[unneces[]
sarylhere[dn[sraelCAndCinCimodern
times.[My[dwishidentitylidlgliaranteed
by [theHlag[ bf[Israel LI don't[heed
Jewish[titual [ fo[Ltemind Cine [And Ciny
childrenaboutlalurbkingJdwish.

How[shd![@ur[dlan:[Bducation.[Again,
inlalnbnlcbercivelahd(pleasant[manner.
Formalldducation,[ihformalldducation,
youthlgtoups,letc.

Andlthereli$[ahother[chtegory[dflJéws
wholalways[thank[G [dfdr [bhving[tdken
us [dur [dflEgyptlahd[forhhving[given [uk

the[Torah.[Committed, [thitzvaldbser[]
vantJews, [active [hembers[dflthriving
JewishUecommunities...[ClallCover Cthe
world.[.How [ hbout[Aliyal ko[ Eretz
Yisrael? [How[@boutiving[your[Torah
lives[ih[the[place[G[dltheant[them [tb
bellived?[(IWhat[dreyouldrazy![We
haveldverything[We[deed[fbr[d[dom[]
pleteléwishifelhkbreid] [(fill[id the
name[bf[the[tommunity[that[Jour
sibling, [dhild, [dousin, [good [ftiend ives
in)." [Howl[aboutLthis[thisguided[state[]
ment:[[t[id [dasier [tb [rhise [allchild [k [al
religiousJéw [in [Nlew Mork [than[i[id [id
Israel!"[Doesl[this[statementlignorelthe
Gemara'sLand[the[Rambam's[that[4
person[khould[Father[ive[dn[Eretz
Yisraellid [alplace[the[majority [ofWhose
inhabitants[arelidol (Worshipers,[rhther
thanivel[ih[Chutz[MlaAretz[ih[d[dlace
with[3 [inajority LofJlews." [Jews[vho
have [takenUivingLinOsrael CoffL their
agendas[ahd[life's[dreams[also[need[tb
belthught.[Also[ih[dldleasant[thanner.
That[GQalutWas[the [résult [oflthe[sins [of
ourlahcestorslahdldurs,ahdthat[Geula
means[eturn [tb [Torah [@nd[deturntb

EretzMlisrael.

Toolimuch[hecularUinfluence? CEvery
Torah[dbservant[Jew[Who[domes[dn
Aliya[helpsC3hiftCthe[balance.[Every
religious[Ifellow [ lwholenters[larmy
serviceLhelpsCiakedtCiore[Torah ]
orientedlahd[dss[sécular.

Weldan[go[dn[and[dnlhnd[dftenldo)
butlthe [pbinthkre [idthat[G [diwants[uk
tollive[lives [df[Torah[ih[Bretz[Misrael.
Welchn[ahd[should[ITHn[Hoth[dounts.
Solldt's.

OUlIsraellCenter(rTib37 & 4 &Va'eirallm'vorchim)b771



VYa'eciralstats

14th Lof [tHe [54 [sddras;
2nd [od (1] Ginl[SH'mot

Written [oh (22 1.8 (lides [idl[aITdrah; [cdnks [Ibth
6 [pdrshiot; (BLopen, [BIclbsed

121 [pJsukim (inks (20th [(Ath G [Bmot)
1748 [wbrds [Mdnks ([ th [(rd [id Bmot)

6701 (ekters ([ddnks [LV th [(rd [id Bmot)
P'sukim [ade [above [aVerage [i[lehgth

MITZVOT

None [of (tHe [81 3 [mitzvot [ade [id[V3'eira

The (I8 [sddras [{that's [altHird [of[tHe [sddras)

from [Nltzavim [tHrough [V4'eira [(hdve [altdtal [of

5 [mitzvot [inl[tHem. (The [néxt [tHird Lol Tdrah's
sedras [(Bo [tHru [Blhar) (have 336 [miitzvot. [Ahd [tHe
other [tHird [(B'chukotai [tHru (Ki(Tavo) (have (262
Of Lcdurse, [tHe [ndmbers [cHange [dépending [upon
how Lydu [cdt [tHe [cdke. [(Bor [example, a["fairer"
way Lol [dividing [tHe (54 (sddras [inl [tHirds [isTtd [sthrt
with [BYreishit. [Qkay, (Blreishit [tHru [MIshpatim,
T'rumaltHru [Bhaalot'cha, [add [SH'lach [tHru (ot
HaB'rachalgive [ud (2194 (790 229 [hdeakdown.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y{Z)][And (]S> [X:Y [(Z)] Lihdicate
startUofa Lparsha[p’tuchalJor s’ tuma
respectively. [X:Y [s[Perek:PasukCbf[the
beginning[dflthe [phrsha; [(¥)[id[the [number
oflplsukim/id [the [phrsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 2[pIsukim [[I&t2 [113

LDTY: Theltwolimost common| hames[ bf
GldUinthe'TorahJare \EILOHIM Jand
AIDONOI(aslanlactlof tespect for G|d's

sacred| names, [ ithese twol larelgenerally
pronouncedl] ELOKIM( and!| HASHEM
respectively, (when|referredtolother than

inlprayerlor Torahlieading). [ELOKIM!is

usually considered| tol bel Gld's namel bf
strictl] judgment,|] whereas!| HASHEM
carriesthel connotationLof Divine Mercy.

Noticel that[inl the accounts bf Egyptian

oppression, [thelpredominant mnamelof Gd
is(Elokim|(especiallylin2:23(25).

ExilellisUcertainlyassociated \withthe
stricterside of |Gd's "treatment of |His
People.[1Ifl Ithel 1qualitylof! imercy! lwere
dominant,[ lperhaps wewouldJacclimate
toowellTtol] conditions D and lose our
yearning! for[ redemption.[ (See ‘what has
happened| inlinodern!times[when! exilelis
accompanied! by \G'd's Midat! HaRacha!
mimUand peoplearel quite[ comfortable,
and(therefore, [complacent Tlaliegrettable
statel of L affairs. Comfortablel is notl bad;
complacent(is1Tit[ineans 'contentedtola

fault".)

Inlthelopening|pasuk(of(this Week's sedra,
wel find[thelunusuall combination! of both
names. 1t is L NELOKIMU1Who Uspeaksto

& Weldre[Blinded[By[hothing[$o
muchas by [Qurleyes.

g& Asllbnglak[Welknowl[that[Wel[ake
fooling[durselves,[thereli$ Lskill (Hope
for[uk.
From{'A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragalSilverstein
AlCandlelbyDay@ThelAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal
by RabbiShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[05420910200
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Moshe, [ Gld Whohas|judged and(treated
thelPeoplelstrictlyLandlharshly. [((And Gd
Wholislalsolspeakingharshly(fo Moshelfor
hisloutburstlat(thelénd of Parshat(Sh'mot).
However, [ His messagelto Mosheis["I .am
HASHEM"(whichl¢omeswith[VAYOMER,
thelsofter["tell", [rather than| VAIDABEIR,
thelharsher'lspeak”(that began|thelpasuk).
AndHisords ofthopeldandpromiseto(the
Peoplelbeginiwith thelsameldeclaration, "l
AmHASHEM". [Inlthis[context, Welare fold
that G d\will fake the[Peopleloutlof Egypt,
savelthem, iredeem!|them, take them|unto
Him, [belour[Gldland ultimatelybringits
intolthel Promised Land.[ These[stages of
redemption arel summedup T with[the
reiteration) of ] thel statement, [ "I] Am
HaShem".[1tlisLaslifl Gldlis[saying[tolthe
downlhearted| People: [ 'until ‘now[ you've
experienced \Mellas IELOKIM, [lbutrest
assured(that YoulwilllnowlseelHASHEMIT]
thel Gldlofl Mercy! 1Tinl full ineasure.| The
EgyptiansConlthe otherhand arebeing
punishedby(the hand of Gdlas|ELOKIM.
(seel5:15).

[S> 6:200(8)] Thel sedrall begins
withll GOdO speakingll tol Moshe
Rabeinull andl tellingl him0 ofl the
promisesll Hell hadl madel to
Avraham,0Yitzchak,0andOYaakov.
Also,0GdOtellsIMoshelthatOHeOhas
heardl andl isl responding( tol the
criesbflthePeoplelbflsrael.

[In[dther[Words, (G [dIWill [Be[thking[us
out[ bfL EgyptLhotLbnly[because[ bf
promises[He[Had[thade[to[the[Avot,
butlbkcauselofHisfdelings fdruk.]

Therefore,0 GIOdO willl takeld the
PeopleloutdfromOunderdEgyptian
oppression,0willll savell them[ from
bondage,0 andd willl redeem[ them
withOHisOmight.OHeOwillOthenOtake

thelPeopleltoHimlhshNationlhnd
belourlGId.IHeOwilllthenObringlus
into[Eretzlyisrael.

MoshelrelatesOthisOtodtheOPeople,
wholbreltoolExhaustedltollisten.

[P> 6:10[B)] GldhenlellsMoshe
tol goll toll Par'ol andd demandl the
People'sll release. Moshell quesl
tionsOhowlPar'olcanlbelexpected
tollisten,ifll theld Peoplel (Moshe's
ownll people)l themselvesll didn't
listenltolhim.

SDT: Gldl tells. Moshel tol gol speak! to
Par'ol(aboutlletting[thePeoplelgo). [Moshe
"demurs", lusingl1thelllogicalllargument
knownlas! IKAL'VACHOMER[1if!Ithe
Peoplel of Israel [ (mylown[ People) didn't
listenfolme, lhowlis[Par'o goingtolisten(to
me. [ Seemslogical, (except(that the Torah
haslfoldliis\whythepeopleldidn't listen!fo
Moshelllthey werelutterlylexhaustedfirom
their unusually [ difficult! labors. [ If so, it
does notlfollowllogicallythat Par'o would
notUlistentoIMoshe. IMaybe hewould
listen, (not[ beingléxhausted. Onlthelother
hand, Moshe'sIKALVACHOMERis'based
onhislown[statement 11" havelal$speech
impedilTment". [Intrying(founderstand his
failureltolireachlthel people, Moshe! finds
Sfaultlinhimself, (hot inlthe People. [ Thisis
howldlleadershouldbehave. Whenlavabbi
orlteacher!fails'tolcommunicatelanlidealto
his(charges, helshouldlnot[ tonclude that
thelfault lies with(them1ltheylare dumb,
theylarelhot committed enough, (theylare
notlpayinglattention, letc. [Helshouldvather
bel criticall ofl himselfl 111 probably didn't
explain] things[ well; 11T wasn 't patient
enough; Letc. [ Thislis[ onel of! thel signslof
humility that!is suchlaldesirable  characl]
teristiclinLalleader. This[was[ bne of the
manyqualities that(inade(Moshel Rabeinu
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ThelLeaderandTeacherparlexcellence.

[P> 6:130(1)] (Abovell Moshe's
objections,l soll toll speak,)0 GId
reiteratesdtol Moshellandl Aharon,
thatltheylareltoOtellltheOPeoplelas
welllasOPar'olthatOtheOPeoplelwill
beleavingEgypt.

Notel[that[this[Thst[gasuk[df[theflrst
Aliyalidiohe holelphrsha.Single Iphsuk
parshiyot[séem [t [sdy, [IOOK[AT [ME[a]
littleCharder[Chnd[Cunderstand[Ckome
special [point. [Perhaps, [G [dlid[shying[tb
Moshe Tl Cyour Uhesitations[land
protestations[hside, [it[lis[kime[ffor
TACHLIS.Youl@dnd[Aharon[drelgoing
toltkll/commandthe[people[ahd[Bar'o
aboutldaving[Egypt. Period.

Levi [Skcond(Aliya
| 5[p!sukim [Tt 14218

[S> 6:1415)] ThelTorahlbegins
toll enumeratel thell namesl ofll the
tribesl andl familyl groups.O It0 is
obviouslthatOthelintentionOherelis
notll toreviewl thel wholell ofll the
nation,l butl rather0 tol focusl on
MoshelR0Aharon.0Thell orahlbtarts
thellistOwithOR euvenandOShimon,
andlwhenlitOgetsltolLevi,Otherelis
muchl morell detail.ld Inf thisO brief
section, well meet many[l ofll the
"mainlpersonalities"loflthelrestlof
thell Torah.O Thell Torahl isO also
givingllustheabilitylkoldcontinuelko
drawll thell timelinell ofl Jewish
history,0bylgivinglusOthelageslat
deathOoflLevill(welalreadyllknow
thel agesl ofll thel threell previous
generationll M Avraham,0 Yitzchak,
andl Yaakov),0hisl sondKehat,Ohis

sonll Amram.l Thatl bringsl usl to
MoshellandOAharon.0Welareldalso
introducedltoKorachllandlhislsons
andAharonlhndisfamily.

SDT: Althoughllthell purposellof! | this
partialigenealogyUis[toidentify[Aharon
andMoshe, [thel TorahlbeganwithReuven
andIShimonbeforeit!|getsIto[ILevi.[ 14
reasonloffered for[this linlonellof!the
sourceslis thatlsince Yaakov Avinulspoke
critically of ! these[threel sons, [ the Torah
herellistsLonly[them, [folteachliis thatthey
werel] important] tribes[ despitel their
progenitors'"mistakes".

SDTY: Whenlthe[\Torahtells usthat
Aharonlimarried|Elisheva, shelisidentified
as"bat ' AminadavUANDas| thel sister of
Nachshon. [Rashiltellsusthatfromhere we
learnthatWhenlalmman inarries a woman,

helshould(checkloutlher brothers((because
children( often| takel after! their| maternal
uncles). \Thellsamellidea was previously
presented|inlreferenceltolLavan.

SDY: OnlitheITorah’s statement: IHU
AHARONIUMOSHE, [Rashilpointsloutthat
sometimes|(mostly1lspecifically, 34 times)
Moshelislinentioned! first, land[sometimes
AharonUismentioned JfirstU)(4 times Uin
Tanach), Ototeachlusthattheylwere
equals.[(That(is, "onlsomellevels, [but on
others, MoshelRabeinuwaslobviouslylonla
higher|standing.)

Shlishi[IThird[Aliya
9plsukim [[I&t29Zt7

[S> 6:29002)] AfterOthel"digresl
sion"Uotlthelpreviouslpassage,lthe
Torahl nowl repeatsl thatl GOd0 is
sendinglMosheltolPar'olandOthat
Moshell continuesll toll "object"
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becausel ofll hisll speechl impedil
ment.0(ButOthisOtime,OthelfactOthat
thel peoplel didn'tl listenl isO not
mentioned.)

Rashilshys[that[G [dldid [Not[rkpeat[the
command, [dor[did[Moshe[depeat[Ris
objection.The[Morah[idlputtinguk bhck
wherel] wel left[] off[] before[ the
genealogicaldhtalwere[plesented.

BTW, ARALLIS'FATAYIML has
differentCineaningsCin[tommentaries.
Literally, [k [dneans: [Ilhave Cdincircum [
cisedlips; [ilid[vhriously[idterpreted|[ak,
"|[Have[allspeech[defect",["l[can[Hardly
speak”,[and M Have[do [sklflcbnfidence
when[kpeak".

[P> 7:107)]0GHdOtellsOMoshelthat
Aharonlwilll dol thel talking,O that
Par'oll willl refusel thell repeated
requestsltolfreelthelPeople,land
thatOHel(GOd)OwillOtakeOHisOpeople
out,0Jand0that0itOwilllbelcleardto
Egyptllandeveryonelelse)thatlitlis
indeedIGOdOWholisOdoingleveryl
thing.0 Moshelland Aharonl do0as
GMdUinstructsl them;0 theyOared 80
andB3[0yearslbldespectively.

ObservationWhen(the[Torah[id
specificlabout[akes, [it[Usually[is[cheant
togive[Jus[Janaccurate[lway[lof
constructinglaltimeline.[Perhaps[tdo, id
this[dase,[4he[Torah [k [pointing[dut
something[that[We[saw[Mery[dftenlih
the[(book[Lbf[B'reishit[IIhamely, [ the
prominence[bf( the[Younger[brother
overlthelolderohe.

SDT: Howlislit thatl Moshel Rabeinulis
abletoUspeaktoUthel\PeoplelofIsrael
throughouthislcareer " asleader, [in(light

of ' thel fact that! hel complained!| of! being
"speechlimpaired"? WhenMoshespokelto
thel Peoplel of!Israel, it was[thel Sh'china
thatspokel from[ his mouth. He hadl no
trouble with [ his[ speech!defect. He was,
however, [l concerned lwhenllit!lcamellto
speakingto[Par'o.[Seel6:30.

R'vi'i [IEburth[Aliya
28[plsukim [[17t8[8t6

[P> 7:8006)] GldOtellsOMosheland
Aharon,hatbwhenPar'olhsksforh
sign,0MoshelshalllinstructdAharon
toll throwl downl thel Staffll before
Par'olbndOtBwvilliurnOntohOT ANIN.
MoshelandOAharonlappearbefore
Par'olbnddohsOGdhaslinstructed
them.

Rashi[J says[] that[] TANINLCI] means
NACHASH, [Lk.[shake[dr[skrpent.[Niot
everyonel[dee[it[that[Way.[MVhen[G[d
first(hhd Moshethrow [his[staff[down, i
changedlihto [A[INACHASH,[4 [dnake.
Now[With[Par'o,[itC¢hangedlinto 4
TANIN.Strong[Possibility [k [that[We
arelthlkinglaboutlaldrocodile[(h[f&llow
reptile[do[dhe[dnake),Wenerated[dnd
worshiped by [Egypt.[Many[Pharaohs
identified[With[the C¢rocodile[ds[the
rulinglahimallofithe Nile.

Addskhe[Baal((HaTurim, Cthat[Ckehe
Tanin'sUreverting[to[lwood[was[h
message[ to[ Par'o[ that[just[hs[ the
mighty[cFocodileltdirns[td [diy Wood, sb
too Wil [the [highty [(Bar'o [tlirn [tb [dust
andfdodfdrmorms.

SDPTY: BaallHaTurim|points outthat!the
pasuklsays:[(Gldsaysto Moshelthat when
Par'oUwillCask forCalkign, Tyoul (Moshe)
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shall(tellto  Aharon(to take your(staffland
throwlitl{onthe ground) inlfront of Par'o,
itUshalllbecomel a TANIN. [ 1t didn't say:
AND/itlwilllbecomelal Tanin.[Helexplains
thatthe  staff was[ thrownldownland| then
helwaslfolcommand!itfolbecome a Tanin.
And(that's[whathappened, tol show!Par'o
thelpowerlof speechlthat Gd has|given to
Moshe. [InLotherwords, [the Staffl did ot
changeluponl] being] thrown[ldown. [ It
changed\byllallspokenlcommand.1That
carries|alpointedmessageltoPar'olthat his
wizards|aren 't évenlinlthelsamelclass [ With
MoshelandAharon.

Par'ol callsl hisl wizardsll whol are
ablel tol duplicatel (sortl of) what
Aharonlldoes;0however,0 Aharon's
staftll (note:0 notl hisd TANIN,O his
staff)l swallowsl thosell ofll the
wizards.[INonetheless,[Par'olfefuses
tollistentodMoshellanddAharon,las
Gldhadbaid.

[S> 7:14O05)] GOdOthenlinstructs
MosheltolgoltoOthelriverl(Nile)in
theOmorning,0wherelPar'olwilllbe,
andOtolbringlthelStafflwithOhim.
MoshelisltoOsayltodPar'olthat0GOd
haslsentOmel (Moshe)Otoltelllyou
(Par'o)0tolreleaselthelPeopleland
youlhavelrefusedluntillhow.I'With
thisOwilllyoulknowOWhoIGOdMis..."
Moshel (actuallyll Aharon)O willll be
strikingll thel waterl ofll thel river,
turninglitOtoOblooddandOkillingHall
thelishOn0t.

[S> 7:1900 (7)] Followingll the
officiallwarningltodPar'o,0GOdtells
MosheltoltelldAharonOtoldtakelthe
Staffll andl strikel thel watersl of
Egypt.0MoshelanddAharonOdolas
instructedandltheOwatersOturnlto
blood,l thel fishd die,0 andld the

EgyptianslcannotldrinkOthelwater.
Par'o'sll wizardsll againll duplicate
whatOwaslldone,l0causinglPar'oto
remainl stubborn.0 Egyptiansl are
forcedltoiglforbwaterland/orlbuy
waterl from0 thell Jews).O This[ first
plaguelastsZ7[Mays.

[P> 7:260015)] G@dOnextlinstructs
MosheltolpoltoPar'ofatthispalace)
andlwarnhim0OthatliflhelddoesOnot
letOthelPeoplelgo,0Egyptlwilllbe
smittenl byl all plaguell ofll frogs.
AharonlistolraiselthelStaffllabove
thelriver,O0whichlOheldoes,OandOthe
landlisblanketedOwithlfrog(s).0The
wizardslhrellagaintbleltolreplicate
thisl plaguell withl theirl magical
powers.[Par'olcallsto0Mosheland
Aharonl toll prayl to GO0 thatl the
frogslbelremoved,Opromisinglthat
heliwilllletOtheOPeoplelgolintolthe
wildernessl toll offerd sacrificesl to
Gld.0MoshelasksOPar'odwhenllhe
wantslthelfrogsltolleave.Albtrange
question,dtodwhichOPar'olgivesla
strangerll answer).0 Par'oll says
"tomorrow",0 tol which Moshe
respondsl"solbelit.0AndOthatOwill
servelhslprooflbfliGId'slpowers".

SDY: Whyllwould |Par'olask[Iforthe
plagueltolbelwithdrawnlon|thel following
day? [ Hel and! his people were certainly
sufferingland " would"wantto rid[them[]
selvesl of! thel frogslas| soonlas! possible.
Par'ol(still refusing(toseelthe plagues s
Divine, [andlassuming(that therewas[some
naturallexplanationfor(them) figured|that
Moshelcamelbeforelhimwhenhel(Moshe)
knewlthat thel frogs would leave.l Moshe
wouldl givethelimpression(thathel(in[the
nameloflthe Gldof Israel) lhad powerldver
thelfrogs.[SolPar'o triedtolfrick[Moshe by
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askingthelunexpected( 11do it tomorrow.
Moshe'sCanswerwasthatdoingsowould
demonstratelthatlitwas(truly(Gd's [power
thatwas|beinglobserved.

Egyptlshw [itself(ak [gleat[Because [of[the
Nile[dnd[because [ df[ the[fertile[Thnd
created [by[the [Waters[df(the [Nile.[The
firstLplague[ kmote[ the[water.[TThe
secondWas[dlplaguethat[dame[ffom
the[diver[dnd[dttacked[the[Thnd.[The
thirdsinotethe [Andlitself.

€hamishiGth(Aliya
| 2[plsukim [[187 (18

Sollithhappens,landafterlthelfrogs
arell gone,l Par'oll renegesl onl his
promise,hsiGdhadkaidlhebvould
(anboftlrepeatedlphraselindicating
Gld'sOactivelroledinOtheOeventsUof
thelExodus).

[S> 8:1204)] GIdOtellsOMoshelto
telllAharonltolktrikeltheMustbflthe
earthl (noll warning[ toll Par'oll this
time).0ThelresultantOplaguelofllice
washotlhblelfolbelmatchedbylthe
wizards,0wholacknowledgel Gd's
might.0 Par'o,0 however,O remains
stubborn.

[S> 8:16[(13)] GMdOsendsOMoshe
toll warnl Par'oll aboutll thell next
plaguell(swarmslofllinsectsOorOwild
animals,ll dependingll uponl which
opinionllyoulfollow).Newlelement
withl this fourthl plaguel @ the
obviousll contrastll betweenll Egypt
andltheJews.

Therell wasll alwaysll all contrast
betweenl thell Egyptiansl andl the
Jewsl M Egyptiansl hadl nol water

duringlthelfirstlplague;0theldJews
hadlOwater.0TheMidrashlevenlkays
thatlfthlewlhndhn[Egyptianrank
frombhelkamelcup,theJewlwould
beldrinkingBvaterlhndiheEgyptian
wouldhavelblood.

[Would[Work[dicely (for[(Bdward[dnd
Bellalid [the[ehrly [dhys.]

Similarly,OthelJewsOdidOnotOsuffer
thelpblagueslhndthelEgyptiansidid.
YetltlbeemsthatOGOdhadMifferent
messageslforleachloflthelplagues.
(Orlleachlsetlofl30plagues.)IAROV
wasl thel firstd plaguel thatl the
distinctionl betweenll Goshenll and
thel JewsOononel hand,0and0the
landbflEgyptlhndiheEgyptiansibn
thell other,0 wasl soll sharpl and
obvious.l(AndlthatOPar'owaslwell
awarelbflthellifferences.)

Shishi [8ixch[Aliya
26[plsukim 118 19[3 16

AndOsolltheDAROVUdescendlupon
thelland.Par'olcallsforMoshelbnd
giveslpermissionlforlthelpeoplelto
sacrificeltolGIdOinOEgypt.0Moshe
sayslthatOtimustbednheMidbar.

Par'ollagreeslon[lthelconditionlthat
Moshelpraylforlthelremovalloflkhe
plague.Afterwards,Par'olfeneges.

[P> 9:10(7)] GO nextd sends
MoshelbackltodPar'oltolrepeatlthe
demandl forl theldPeople'sOrelease
andl toll warnll himl ofll thell conl
sequencelotThislrefusallthistimell
DEVER.OAndOsolitDhappensOthat
thelEgyptianlivestocklhlldie,with
notlalsinglellosstolthedJews.OThis
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Par'ollchecks,OyetOhelstilllremains
stubborn.

[P> 9:800(5)] Thel sixthl plague
(boils)I is broughtl uponll Egypt
withoutll warning.l Althoughll his
peoplelbrelbeinglseriouslybeaten,
Par'olcontinuesltolresistl(fromthis
pointlbn,BvithIGd'sIhelp").

[S> 9:1309)] MoshelisOnextlsent
todwarnOaboutl thelseventhl (and
verylpbowerful)lblague.

SPY: /niwarninglabout ! HAIL,(Gld says
(through[Moshe) (that|this fime, Iwill send
ALLUmyU plagues...[ Thel Vilnall Ga'on
explains(that (G duses (3 maineapons, [so
tolspeak, [to punish(thoseWho violate! His
commands 11 Fire, [ Water, Land Wind. For
example, [ toldestroyl Dor HaMabul,['Gld
used! Water.[ To dispersel Dor HaP'laga,
Helused Wind, and|to destroy!S'dom, His
mainweaponwas [ Fire. Thel lplaguel of
Bloodlused\Water. [\Plaguel 16 [lwasthe
burning! Fire of! Boils! on| the  skin. The
locust! ] cameJonlthel) Wind.[) But | Hail
consisted of the (Wholelarsenal 1lthe Hail
itselfwas(Water, [itlhad Firelinlit, land the
Hail waslaccompanied| by strong! Wind (1]
hencelthelphrase: AllIMyplagues.

Sh'VII [[$kventh[Aliya
1 9[plsukim 19t | 7 (315

Thell threat/warningll aboutl hail
continues.ONeverlhaslhhailllikelthis
beenll seen. Therell isO alsoll a
challengelltolthelEgyptianslinOthat
GO isO allowingll servantsll and
animalsl toll bel savedl byl taking
themlndoors.

[P> 9:22[014)] MoshellraisesOhis

handl heavenwardl andl thel hail
falls.OIt0 isO extremelyl destructive,
butOsomelplantsOsurvivel(because
theyOwerelyounglandlpliable),0as
dolthelanimalsUoflithoselEgyptians
whollheededMoshe's0warninglto
bringllthemOindoors.0Par'odadmits
thatl hell hasl sinnedl andl grants
Moshe'slldemands,HifllonlyltheOhail
willlktop.0When[Par'olkeeslthatlthe
haillandthunderbhavelstopped,the
yetlhgainlreneges,lhs0GOdhaslsaid
helwould.

Matftir:thelastlhreelp'sukim.

Haf¢araB[plsukim
Yechezkeil[2B:25[209:2 |

Thell Haftarall beginsll withll the
prophecyllofliredemptionl(asddoes
thelbedra).lhellmainltonnectiono
thelbedrallsithattheHaftaralbpeaks
oftheMownfalllbflEgypt,hlbeitlhtlh
differentOtimelinOhistory.0OWelalso
findl in0 both0 thel sedrall andl the
Haftara,thelextremelhrrodzancelbf
thePar'o.

FamousQuestion

What's[With[Par'o'sCheart?[Thephrase
LEIVIBAR'O[dccurs[13 [times ITHII Gh[the
book Cbf[ Sh'mot[ITin[Va'eira,[ Bo,[And
B'shalach, [td bk [specific.

Thelfirsttime, [G [d™nnounces" [tb[Moshe
that[He[Will bhrden[Par'o's[Heart, [sb[that ]
will[Perform [thany [Signs [And[Wonders[ih

Egypt.
Checking[the[Merbs[describing[Bardening

or[3trengthening[Par'o's[heart, [ve[Hind
that[at[the Cbeginning, [1Par'o Lhimself
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strengthened [his[Cown[heart[And[dt[ghe
end,[the[Torah3tates[ tlearly [ that[G(d
strengthened [Par'o's[hkart.

Doesl[that[thke[away[ftom[Bar'o[His[Bree
Willltb[decide[dn[his[dwn[Whether[tb [dt
thelpkopleldut(df[Epypt(drnbt?

Some[dommentaries[shy, (YES, [at[alckrtain
point, [Par'oIbst[his [ftee [Will. Wsually, [dne
losesl] his[ free[] will[d atl] death or
incapacitation.[Ih[Par'o's[chse, [We[chn[shy,
helrbached[thelinitldflchances[tb[do "the
rightClthing" CJand Clthe ClrestClisClfurther
punishmentlahd[demon [kration [df[G [d's
might [Hor [Egyptahdfdr BneiMisrael.

Others[day[dhat[dhe [dnly[vay[do[dllow
Par'o ko[ keep[his[free Cwill Cwas[Clto
strengthen [His (Heart.[@therwisehe Would
have[kiven[In[because [of[the[kevere
beating[He[dnd[Ris[peopledvereldetting.
That's[not[alftee[Will [choice.[He[nkededal
stronger[heart,[ ko[ khat[his[kontinued
refusals[tb[Iét[the[Peoplelgb [Werelstill (His
own[decision.This[keeps him[akcountable
untilthe[ehd.
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DiwreitMenachem

Va'eira,Jas[its[ namelIsuggests,is(lall
aboutthelappearancelof Hashem/lin/our
world. [Thelinteresting thing, Thowever,
is(thatlHashem[canlappear(tolusin[an
open, revealedmanner or[in[almore
subtle, [diffuse/way, almost/begginglus
to[search[ Him[out[in[Jour topsyturvy
world. Helrevealshimself@as Elokim,the
Master[] of(] Justice, ] as[] Hashem, [ the
Merciful(G(d,[and éeven/asKeil[Shaldali,
the[Onel[who( sets[ limits[ or[ performs
miracleslinmature((cf.Artscroll).

Of[] course,[] muchl] depends(] onl] our
propensityto[perceiveltheldivinelinla
worldwhere, soloften,[Hashem[seems
tobelhidden. Indeed,the(Hebrew/word
for["world"[[T'Olam'[ I Thas([las[its[ root
AYIN[LAMEDIMEM, whichstandfor[that
whichlis/concealed.

Solit[seems/as/if(theobjectivelis/to/seek
outl] Gld.[] For[ in[] our[] technological
society,[wetend[to[Isee[progress(las
something(! wel] achieved.[] Andl] the
pursuitof powerlis oftenperceivedlas
theway we control Man's(destiny.

And[welmay,[like[Par'o,[éven/likelour(]
selves[so[muchlthatCweltend[seelthe
productsof[Jour[ingenuity[las[gods[lin
themselves.[] Well pridel]ourselves[]so
much[that[Jour[narcissism[borderson
idolworship. Nowonderthen(thatPar'o
could motbringhimselfltorecognizethe
Sourcel] of(the[] plagues.[]Even[l when
Par'o'slownimagicians/saw["thefinger(of
Gld",/helcouldnotlaccept/thelempirical
facts.[And[holwonder[that/the Hebrew
languagelascribes( tol Par'o's kingdom
the[lname[Mitzrayim,Jdescribing[Jthat
which(] is[] anguished,[] twisted,[] and
troublesome.

VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: [ often’| layn,[| and
sometimes |my' voice!lis'scratchy!lin[ the
morning, and I feel like I'might need\to drink
water in"betweenaliyot.”\Should "I 'make
Kiddush') beforel! drinking!| inl! those
circumstances?

ANSWER: It(is alcommon halacha
thatlone[may(not ¢attoomuch before
performinglalmitzvalthatlisincumbent
upon[him. "However, “usuallyCone[Tis
allowed[to[Jeat[ fruit[Jand [ certainly
allowedtoldrinkwaterBeforedoing[the
mitzva(seeJShulchan [/Aruch, JOrach
Chayim[1232:3[Jand[1Mishnal]Berura
431:6).ClAnexceptionlis[thatbefore
Kiddushlone[maymotéven[drink[Wwater
(Shulchan[1Aruch,[1OC[1271:4;[ibid.
289:1).[Thus,[your[question[is[algood
one.

TheMagen[Avraham[(271:5) and[the
Mishna[B'rural{271:13)[say[that[one
may![tinsehis imouthCout[with Gwater
before KiddushBecauselieldoesMotido
solfor[the énjoymentlofithefaste.[The
Machatzit[] HaShekel[ (ad[Jloc.)[Jand
Sh'miratShabbatK hilchatal(52:3)(say
that(the(same[is[frue[oflwater(that one
drinkslihdrder(towashldown medicine.
Thelprecedent, dccording[tolthe(two,[is
that[] onel] whol] drinks[] water[ for
medicinal [ reasons[Idoes[ mot  makela
b'rachalbeforelorlafter[drinking(Bi'ur
Halachal to[] 204:7).[] Thel] Mishna
(B'rachot(44a)(saysthatone Wholdrinks
water out[oflthirstmakes(d(b'racha, and
thel[gemaral(ibid. 45a)[says|that(this[is
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in[¢ontrast[folone Wholdrinks[because
something(is[¢aughtlinhis(throat. The
poskim[lassume[ that[this[Jexemption
appliesl also tol using[ water tol wash
down[imedicine. Thelsamel should[be
truel] ifl] the[] water[J is[] itselfl] the
“medicine”,[aslinyourl¢ase.[Onel¢can
actuallyIclaimthat[dealing[Twith[a
scratchyVoiceland With the doughing/it
can[] bring[] on[] during[’ layning[J is
analogous [fofood caughtlinfhis throat.
So,[ifTholb'rachalistequiredinyour
case, then Kiddush it notneeded €ither.
Iflyoulwouldmeed (hot[tea, that[Would
belaldifferent lissue[becauseif_lone
washes/down edicinewith [Something
thatlis[consideredtolhavelaltaste,[he
doeslmakel[alb'rachalévenlthoughlhis
mainl | intention[] is[] therall] peutic
(Shulchan[1 Aruch,[] OC[] 204:8).
However, [ regarding [ 'water[ to 'soothe
your[throat[before or during[layning,
youlshould notneed Kiddush.

ATpossibleissuemightarise 'some]
times. dflone drinks[Wwaterlin[a medicil]
nal[setting[ but[alsolenjoys[it[duelto
thirst, The[does[tequire[alb'rachal éven
though(the[iain[purposelis[medicinal
(MishnalB'rura(204:42).Ifl$o, he[pre! ]
sumably[requires[ Kiddush [ before[ it
also.[Onel[Wwho[has[drunk[ hothing[ or
little[sincewaking[uplis(likelyto[belin
that[] position[ and[ would[] require
Kiddush.

IsTitpermitted fo makeKiddush before
Kri’at[] HaTorah?[] Making[J Kiddush
before[Shacharit[lwithoutJalIspecial
reasonwouldseem[to[belalproblem
becauselit[isforbidden foleatlor[drink
things[other [than[water[(more[dr[less)
beforeldavening, including(the Winelor

grapeljuice ofl Kiddush[(see[Shulchan
Aruch,[OC[89:3).[Tt[is[ truel that[the
Bi'ur[Halachal(to[289:1)[3ays(that one
who, [forreasonsofiweakness, must [€at
beforeldaveningshould (make Kiddush
beforehand(see lgrotMoshe, OCTIR26,
wholquestions[thisbut doesmotlargue
in[practice).[However,[that[isnot[the
case[Jwhen[drinking “water CwhichClis
permitted before Shacharit,[when[it[is
notfimefor Kiddush. Before Musaf, [it
is[permitted o thake Kiddushland[gatla
small[amount[oflfood[(upfolalk’beitza
ofl any[ food[and[ allarger amount[ of
light[] foods[] (Shulchan[] Aruch,[1 OC
286:3)). Byhaving(alk’zayit(oflcakelor
anladditionall cupl oflWwine/grapeljuice
onelcan/fulfill Kiddush[andnot(eat(too
much((ibid.273:5)[and [then helis[able
toldrink [Wateréven When(a[b'rachalis
required. CAlthough [ifew [sources [talk
about[Imakingthis[1Kiddush[Ibefore
Kri’at[l HaTorah, [ it[] is[] presumably
permitted thentoo[(see Beit[Yisrael
(Landau)50).[Ofl tourse, technically,
therelis motmuch fimetb(dothis.

Therefore,[ 'wellsuggest[ Jal ‘technically
easier/solution for(alcasethat(you/think
youliay[belthirsty[when[youlwant[to
drink[lin[‘between [ aliyot.[Sincellit[is
permitted( | tol] drink[] water[| before
davening[(Shulchan[Aruch,[OC[89:3),
drink@nough Water [thatyou/should mot
bethirstyduring[Kri’at{HaTorah, and
thenKiddush WillnotBe @nfissuelifiyou
need foldrinkBetween(aliyot.
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"ETHICALISSUESIN
THE (CORPORATION [4]"

AChallenges of Money" [article
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Al bankruptcyl] raises[] questions
centered [around(the[moralldilemmalof
justice[forthe ¢reditor(bylsafeguarding
the [loanhemade CorCmercy[ forthe
debtorwhocannotpay(hisidebts.

Thel$amelmorall¢odelthat[obligatesa
Jew[tolend oney(foldnotherobligates
thelattertolrepaylhis debts. "Even[if
thel¢reditor(is[Wwealthyland[theldebtor
poor,theldebtlis[tobeldollected[in full
from[J his[J movable[] or[] immovable
property"[] (Hilchot[] Malveh[ ] v'Loveh
1:4).[From[the[ continuation[Jofl this
halachall ofl ] the[] Rambam[]and[]the
decisions[oflother[Codes, we learnthat
the [debtor's[personal (propertyJinclud (]
ing[ the[J family'sC] luxury[J clothing,
jewelryland fine[household (goods]are
saleable, [leavingthe[debtor Wwith [only
merel] essentials;[] this[) effectively
prevents[] thel] immoral,[] even[] if
sometimes [legal, [practice [ wWhereby(the
debtor(retainshis/standards(oflliving at
thelcreditor'slexpense.

Experience[ Jhas[Ishown[ Ithat[Imerely
legally( forbidding[ orl[imposing[¢ertain
behavior(lis[Jinsufficient[ /to[]achieve
morality['whereas[Jpublic[Idisapproval
and[Socialostracismhaveproved more
effectiveCinCcreating Cmoral Csocieties
thanjudges,policelor[prisons. Solthe
severity[oflthelobligation(in[Judaism [fo
repayl] one's[] debts[] is[J effectively
heightened By theédicts[ofTtheJewish

communities[during[thel ¢centuries[that
putl peoplel whol did[ not[ honor! their
debtslin[Cheirem. They[could[hot[be
counted[Jin[Ja[Jminyan, Jnor[Jreceive
communall]honors, []their[lwine[]was
considered yayinMesekh, [@and theirfood
not[kosher;[Suchlsociallostracism[is[a
powerful[WeaponlagainstBank[Truptcy.
Socialldisapprovalfisisimilarly(the most
effectiveldntidote(fo (otherimmoralldcts
suchlascorruption, defined(ds/¢riminal
actsthathave Becomemorms.

Ifl justice[Iprevails, /bankruptcy imay
result[lin[Jdispossessed [entrepreneurs,
unemployed [ Iworkers(Jand [ Jadditional
poverty. However, [if[welinsist[that[the
creditorswaiveltheir[tights, ve make
them [Tesponsible for[the Victimssimply
becauselthey[lent[moneylorlextended
credit,[] whichl(] is[] untenablel] and
unsustainable. A JewishSolution Would
belffirst[toasklthe[creditors[to give
charityand[forego[their[tights[ifl the
debtor[will[be madeldestitute by their
claims. "IfTtheyinsistContheirTights,
then[the[community(state has [fo[fulfill
itslobligations [folook after[thepoorland
weak.[The[dreditors, [dsthembers 0flthe
community,have[to[beartheir[share,
evenliflitffurnsouttobe [greater than the
originallloan/creditigiven.

Iflithelcreditor'srecourse [fothe [@ssets (0f
theJ debtors [ is[ true] of ] individual
bankruptcies, JdoesJit[JalsoJapplyto
shareholdersdfBankrupticorporations?

Atltheloutset[it[shouldberepeatedthat
in[Torah({law(there(isMolsuchthinglas(a
bankruptcy, oflaldebtormotirepaying his
debtlorlonlylalpartloflit. [There aretwo
factors that[Would [hevertheless[shield
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theshareholder's[privatelassets from the
creditors. [Firstly, Dinald'malchutaldina,
thehalakhicldictum(that(the law(ofthe
land[] applies(] in] monetary[] matters
[where it does[ not[ negate( halacha];
almost[] all”] countries [ recognize[lthe
corporatellimited[liability, "giving[the
sanction[ofThalachatolthislimitation.
SecondlythecondiTtion Cof limited
liability[is Well (known[and[is [accepted
bycustom,(sothatthelcreditors entered
in[] their[] relationshipl] with[] the
corporation, [ Jknowing[land[Jaccepting
thattheyhad Mo(claims[on [shareholders
private aksets.

However,[ therelisl empirical[ evidence
which(would(question the [protection(of
shareholder's [private[assets(in[¢ases of
corporatebankruptcy. Numerous[fore[
castingmodels (prove thatthepossibil (]
ityJofTJcorporate “bankruptcyIcanbe
foretold (3 [fo (5 [years (beforelit happens.
ThisCmeansCthat(the Cofficers Coflthe
corporation[] conducted[] its[] affairs
knowing[thatthis[dangerlexisted and
nevertheless[ acquired [ debts[that[ how
cannot[be(paid.[So(that, fuling[outlacts
oflG[d([fire, War,[floods etc.],[all[other
bankruptcyl | should[] bel | considered
fraudulent.[Should the [protection(ofithe
private[] assets[ | ofl ] shareholders(] of
bankrupt( Icorporations! Istill[ Jexist?[ ]It
seems[ hot,[in[view[ ofl the[ following
ruling(that Cwherefraud Cis Cinvolved
protection[ishot[given[to[the[sharel[]
holders privateassets.TCorporation A
owed[Reuvenmoney, [itsassets vere
movedtolcorporation 1B, lunderthe
sameldwnershipland/declared bankrupt.
Normallythere[would'be[holTecourse
for[l Reuven[]to[] the[J assets[] ofl ] the

shareholders.[] However,[| this[] only
applies(wherelthere(has [beennolaction
toldenude(thel¢orporation[oflitslassets
prior(to[bankruptcy"(BetDin, London
1991).

Irrespectiveofl thelegal halachic[pros
andCcons[ofl the protection “of sharel]
holdersprivatelassets, therelis[always
thedistinct Umorall/demand CthatCthe
debtor(tepay hisldebt,[évenoutloflThis
privatelJassets,[ lin[Jorder[ to[ bel clean
before(Gldlandthan. 4

RabbiWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
VA'EIRA

STAGES

Overlthelcourselofthepastiseveral
years,(welhavehadsomemarvelous
opportunities tol visitl placeswhere!(l
hadoncellived.r Myrwife[land1had
moved[JawayIfromIsomelJof(lthese
communities(ten(ortwentylyears(ago,
andlin[onel¢ase, fortylyearsiago.

It0 wasll delightfulll tol] become
reacquainted JwithJoldOfriends, Dand
even[tolrenew'somelllongforgotten
friendships.

On(thelotherlhand,it(was(difficult[to
deall1 with[J the[] changes that[] we
observedllinl]thel]peoplewellonce
knewIsolwell.[INaturally,thellyears
havetaken(Ttheirtoll, Tandtheyall
showed (] physicalll signs[] of(] having
aged.EvenlImorelremarkablelwere
thelchangeslinitheirpersonalitiesand
character,'which’in'somel¢tases(were
quite Jprofound.JMoreOJthanUonce, Ul
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foundC myself]asking, 1 "Isthis[I the
samelperson(thatlonce knew?"

Typically,[these[deeplchanges(were
notCevenhoticedl byltheir[peers, by
thosewho[werelliving[with[ them(all
along.[Thislisbecausel peopledon't
changel] overnight.[1 They[l change
gradually overl time.[] ItT was[] the
intervall] of (] many(]long(]years[]that
enabledmeltolbelaware,‘andlyes,
sometimeslquite troubled, by these
differences.

OurrSageswerelawareloflthelstagel]
like(] progression(] from(] infancy( to

maturity[to[senility, and[ultimately, [to

death.0YehudalOBen TeimalUanticiCl
pated( thellinsightsof(Imodern(ipsy(]
chologistsbylteachinglinPirkeirAvot

(5:25)that™.. .fivelyearsioldlis[thelage

toCbeginstudyingCScripture;tenfor

Mishna;thirteen(for(thelobligationof

thellcommandments...Jeighteen(1for

marriage; [ twenty[] for[] seekingl(] a

livelihood...fifty[(for(giving[counsel...

ninety(IforJallbent1back...CTatlTone

hundred, Conelis as(if(he[were dead

andlgonelfrom(theworld."

InCourfown(times,itr'wasthe famous
psychologist] Erik(] Eriksonl] (who,
despite[his(ScandinavianChame,(Was
Jewish)CwholtaughtCuslinChis[book,
Childhoodland[Society,thatiwheniwe
gollthroughithellstagesloflllife, Twe
mustCmasterspecificCdevelopmental
tasksllatlleach( point,andonly[ then
can(we(frulymature.

Stages( larelInotlonly[ typicallof[ ithe
developmentoflJindividuals. Nations
tooImustrigorthrougharisystemof
stagesasJtheyligrowJand _mature.
ThisClessonllis[ taughttousllinCthe

openinglversesloflthis'week's Torah
portion,[1 Va'eira.[] Thell Almighty
commandsMoses[toltelll'theUewish
peoplelthatthey will[belgoing[through
atlleastfourldistinct[stageslin[their
progress(fromislavery(tofreedom."...
[DwilltakeDyouCout... Dl Owill Jrescue
you...[1fwillC'redeemCyou... Cand O Cwill
takelyoullas My Jpeople..."[(Exodus
6:6(7)..1Some[add, "lCwillbring[you
intothedand..."[{ibid.8)

Theselarelthelfour["expressionsof
redemption”, [toCwhich[the four_cups
offwinerthatfwerdrink at[the[Pesach
Seder(] correspond.] Commentators
fromlancienttimes[tolthis[dayhave
seenlinthesefourexpressions_four
distinct(] stages( through(] which(] a
nationOmustCpassiflitis[going1to
transcendTits chaotic’beginningsrand
becomelalcohesivelcultural’entity.

Representative] of[J this(J school of
interpretationlisthelanalysisgiveniby
RabbilMeirCSimchalof[ Dvinsk[inlChis
masterful_work, Meshech[IChochma.
For[RabbiMeir[Simcha,alnhation[can
onlyreach(its[full_potential (if (it first
becomesCdistinctCandCseparatefrom
itst] surroundings.[] Hence,[1 the
Almighty's(firstipromiselisthat He will
"takel] us[] out".[1 Then(] it] must
demonstratel that( it ] is[] worthy(] of
"rescue"[ bydevelopinglal ’modellof
internal_cooperation_andselfprotecl]
tion.[From(there, itCmustdevelopla
selficoncept] of (] freedom[1 byl being
"redeemed"Tandlnollongeriidentify]
ingwiththelpersecutor.[Andfinally, (it
mustlIdevelopinationalJpride, lcom(]
mon[imorals,fandlalsenselofdestiny.
Thatlisiwhatlit'meanstorbetakenlas
My[people".
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If,fas[somelsuggest, [therelis[that(fifth
stage,then(itlisConlyafterCmastering
thelfourlinitialtasks(that(therelis[hope
forrthe Almightytobringruslintorthe
land".

InOaOhomileticCtourdeforce, JRabbi
Meir['Simchalgoeson[tol ‘show  that
thel'sequence( of( the[ Pesach( Seder
ritual Csymbolically Cparallelsthe [four
stagesmecessary(fortheformationrof
alnation.[Andheldemonstratesthat
theselfour(stagesl correspond(tolthe
sequencel] of] thel spiritualC] and
religious[ development( of( thelindivid[]
ual.[Foranadequate[descriptionof
thisfatterrinsight, dearteader,[1refer
youltolthelstandardledition of( Rabbi
Meir(1Simcha's[1commentary(1at[1the
beginning] of ] this[1 week's] Torah
portion.

Inltoday's'now(generation"therelis(a
tendencytolexpectlinstantichange
andllvery[swiftigrowth.[1OurITorah
portion,Jindeedlourlentire[tradition,
teacheslus[that[thoseexpectations
arel unrealistic.[ Onel[canonly(reach
psychologicalTmaturity[TbyIproceed(]
ingthroughaCserialprogressionof
painfulllife(]experiences. ] Achieving
spiritualJ perfection] demandsd a
journeythroughthelkinds[ofstages
outlined(] by[1 thosel ] books[ ] of(] our
traditionthatCdescribe [the Cprocess,
themost famousofCwhichis Rabbi
Moshel] Chaim[] Luzzato's[! Mesilat
Yesharim[(ThePathofltheJust).

InCmyown(rabbiniclwork,[1rhavelso
oftenThad(tollinsist[Jlon[patiencelto
thosel1newcomers[ tol our]tradition
who(l wantedJ toll integratel] into
Orthodox[ Jewish[society[toolquickly.

Infmyrteachingloflyoungrabbis, [1find
myself(istressingtoithemTthatTthey
must[ think(in(terms[bf( stageswhen
undergoing(religiousgrowth.In(fact,
theConebookthat[lrecommendto
thosel] working[] with(1 thell newly
religious(lis[RabbilIsadore[ Epstein's
StepbySteprintheJewishReligion,
which[J is[] sadly[] neglected,[1 but
availablelonlinelintlimited(num(ibers,
atfalveryreasonablelprice.

Therelis(allesson herefor(alllofus.If
ourlinterestlis[politics, thenwe[must
recognizelthatnationsidevelopand
growlbylIslowlIchanges, [oftenJonly
overlcenturies. IfCpsychologylislour
concern,then[we[mustbelaware[of
thel need! tol thoroughly master each
developmentaltask(thatllife presents
toJuslI beforeJwell canl]attemptiito
advanced(levels(of(maturity.

Andrifrreligionfandrspiritualityfarerthe
centerCJof CourlJlives, (thenTwe must
learn] the[] lesson(] of(] the[] "four
expressions] forl] redemption"] and
make(surelthatWweladvance("steplby
steplintheJewish(religion." (J

VA'EIRA Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Belated Introductions

Context: When Moshe's birth was
chronicled in Parshat Sh'mot, the text
deliberately omitted any description of
his lineage, choosing instead to preface
his birth with the mysterious sentence
"And a man went from the House of Levi
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and he took a daughter of Levi."

This omission of Moshe's bona fides is
now addressed in Parshat Va'eira.

God commands Moshe to return to
Pharaoh and again demand the release of
the Israelite slaves. When Moshe objects,
citing his speech impediment, God
repeats the directive, this time to both
Moshe and Aharon.

The Torah then abruptly digresses to
present a genealogical table listing the
descendents of Yaakov's oldest sons,
Reuven, Shimon and Levi. The listing
concludes with a detailed description of
the lineage of Moshe and Aharon's family
within the tribe of Levi.

Upon completion of this genealogical
record, the Torah returns to the narrative
of the Exodus with the words "This was
Aharon and Moshe.... They were the ones
who spoke to Pharaoh.... This was Moshe
and Aharon."

Questions: Once again we are
confronted with a strange and abrupt
digression within the Torah text.

Why does the Torah specifically choose
this dramatic moment to detail the
lineage of Moshe and Aharon? Why
interrupt  the  historical  narrative
midstream? This genealogical table
would clearly have been more appro
priate at the beginning of the story,
when Moshe is first introduced.

Amram and Yocheved, the parents of
Aharon and Moshe, are mentioned here
for the first time by name. Given the
reasons for the omission of their
identities when Moshe is born, why does
the Torah see fit to reveal those identities
now?

Approaches:

A. Most of the classical commentaries
are strangely silent concerning the most
perplexing aspects of this passage,
choosing to comment only briefly.

Rashi, for example, states that because
the Torah mentions Aharon and Moshe
at this time, the text feels compelled to
tell us more fully of their birth and
lineage. He fails to explain, however, why
this information was not given in
conjunction with the earlier appearances
of Moshe and Aharon in the text.

The Sforno and Abravanel both maintain
that the genealogical table is presented
to show that the choice of Aharon and
Moshe was not arbitrary. God begins His
search for worthy leadership with the
descendents of Yaakov's first and
second born, Reuven and Shimon. Only
when He proceeds to Levi, the third tribe,
does God find the quality He is searching
forin Moshe and Aharon.

Once again, however, neither of these
scholars explains why this information
must be shared with us abruptly, at this
pointin the text.

The Malbim, in contrast, does offer a
solution concerning the placement of the
genealogical record. He explains that the
passage in Va'eira marks the first time
that Moshe and Aharon are clearly
appointed by God as full partners
concerning all aspects of the Exodus.
Only once this partnership of brothers is
firmly established does the Torah digress
to chronicle their familial credentials.

Rashi finally notes that, as the Torah
closes the genealogical table and returns
to the historical narrative, the text
identifies Moshe and Aharon twice and
reverses the order of their names: "This
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was Aharon and Moshe.... They were the
ones who spoke to Pharaoh.... This was
Moshe and Aharon."

Quoting the Mechilta, Rashi explains
that, throughout the text, the Torah will
variably list each brother first in order to
demonstrate that Aharon and Moshe
were equivalent to each other in
greatness.

The premier halachic authority of the
twentieth century, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein
(Reb Moshe), objects, however, to the
Mechilta's explanation: "Moshe was the
greatest of the prophets, the teacher of
the world, and the Torah was given by his
hand. How can it be claimed that Aharon
was his equal?”

Reb Moshe answers that at this juncture
in the text, even as the public leadership
of Moshe and Aharon is firmly
established, the Torah conveys an
essential truth concerning the worth of
every human life. Moshe and Aharon
each fulfilled his personal role to the
greatest extent possible. They are,
therefore, in the eyes of God, considered
equal. God judges each of us against
ourselves and not against anyone else.
Someone of lesser ability, who reaches
his full life potential, towers over
someone of greater talent who does not
even if, on an objective scale, the latter's
accomplishments seem grander.

B. The most extensive treatment of the
genealogical passage at the beginning of
Parshat Va'eira, however, is offered by
Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch. Hirsch
insists that the placement of this section
specifically conveys a critical lesson
concerning the nature of leadership
throughout the Torah.

At this moment in the text, says Hirsch,

we confront a major turning point in the
careers of Moshe and Aharon. Until now,
their efforts have been marked by
frustration and failure. From this point
onward, however, their triumphal
mission marked by powerful miracles
and supernatural events begins. The
Torah, therefore, feels compelled at this
juncture to make one fact abundantly
clear for all time. Moshe and Aharon are
of "absolutely human origin and the
absolute ordinary human nature of their
beings should be firmly established.” So
important is this message that the Torah
abruptly interrupts the historical
narrative midstream to clearly delineate
the ancestry of Moshe and Aharon.

As we have noted before, whereas
pagans deified their heroes, and
Christians returned to such deification,
Judaism insists upon seeing its heroes as
human beings. When your heroes are
gods you can worship them, but you
cannot emulate them. As long as we see
the characters of our Torah as human
beings, their greatness may be beyond
our reach, but we can, nonetheless,
aspire to that greatness.

On the other hand, Hirsch continues, a
critical balance is struck in the passage
before us. While the genealogical record
clearly establishes the mortal origins of
Moshe and Aharon, it also serves to
counter the notion that every human
being is suitable to prophecy. God's
choices are far from arbitrary. Aharon
and Moshe were men, but they were
"picked, chosen men." God could have
chosen from any tribe and any family.
His specific selection of Aharon and
Moshe serves to underscore that one
who serves in a divinely ordained
leadership role merits the appointment
because of his own innate character.

OUlIsraelllCenter(rTib37 & 20 ®[Va'eirallm'vorchim)b771



The text thus captures the exquisite
tension between the mortal origins of
our biblical heroes and their overarching
character and accomplishments. ®

CHIZUK #0DUD

DivreilTorah fromtheWeekly sedra
withlalfocusonTivinglin'Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk|for Olim & 1dud fornot yet Olim

OurParshallisCdmostClrelevantland
important,[lespeciallyChow,[Clwhen[the
world[huestions[bur[Fights[to[ Eretz
Yisrael.

In[Shmot[&8,[Hashem [promises[tb[Bring
us[{o[the[Jand[He[ promised[ to[ bur
forefathers, [M'heiveitildtchem [dl[Haaretz
asher[dasatilet[yhdilldteit[dta[Avraham,
I'Yitzhak [l Yaakov[Y'natatiCbtallachem
morashalahi[Hashem. [ MWill [Bringybu[td
thedhnd Cvhich OICpromised o Lgive (o
Avraham, Yitzhak [and [Yaakov [and [TTWill
givelit[o youlds[dnlihheritance,[I[dm
Hashem."d There[dseems[to[1bella
contradiction[between[1'V'Natati"[hnd
"Morasha".[Natatilimplies[3 L gift, ivhile
Morashalilnplies[ah[ihheritance.[A[gift[id
something[yougive [ *o[Jone[who s
worthy[ChndCwhoThas[karned[Cit.[JAn
inheritanceUis[Clsomething[Cwhich[one
receives[Jautomatically[ Thanded [ldown
fromlgkneration[tb[gkneration.

There[vasCduch[discussion[Gh[(Talmud
Bavlil(BB | | 7) ahd Merushalmil(BB8:2),[ak
to[Whom[ahd [How [the[ldnd[Was[divided.
(TorahTemima[Bamidbar[26:53).[Th [dny
case,[3ll[dgree[that[Eretz[Yisraelvas
giveno[Am[Yisraellds[d[Morasha,[dn
inheritance.[IWhy[then UisCltheClterm
V'Natatil(given) [ilnplying [aldeservedlgift

inltheshme[phsuk.

Therell is[d anotherJ Morashal] which
Hashem[gave[to[ Am[Yisrael LITITHE
TORAHLIIMD'varim [B3:4) [(but[ht[the
same[time[if[id[cbnsidered[alglft[given[td
Am[Misrael.

Thelimportance Ldf[ihheritance[dnd[dift
imply[aldual[rksponsibility. Ihheritance [id
given[tb[dneWith[thelgurposelthat[the
heir CwillCcherishCland Cguard it Cland
eventually (transfer[tohisCheirs. LIGift
implies[#hat[#he [ personLdeceiving[ikLik
worthy[dfltheldift[dnd[deserveslit, [But
alsolthat[He[Will[(Reep[it[dnd[dherish[it
and[perhaps|give[it, [ih [time, [tb [algerson
asWorthy [of(him[dr (hker [sklf.

Ourlgeneration[Has[Heen[drivileged[that
Hashem [bhs[rkturned[durlidheritanceltb
uslahd[Weldncelagain[Have[Bretz Yisrael
asLourewishChomeland.ltCisChow
incumbentUuponUus[Cto Lcherish Clthis
inheritance,[to[guard[it[And[to[inake
certain [that[it[remains[durihheritance [T]
a[HolyThnd [that[We Wil Tbave [fbr[Thter
generations[ak[theiridheritance.

However,[Welthust[dlso[grovelthat[We
are[Worthy [dflthis [gift.[Dnel[dflthe [Ways
to[preserve Eretz[ Yisrael[ds[ through
aliyah.[TThe[Cnore[Jews[thatlC tomelto
Eretzisraellihdicate[that[We [appreciate
thelgiftlthat[Hashem hhs[given[uk.

ThelWord[Morashaland Matati,[as [dsed
in[thelglving[df(the[Torahtb[AmYisrael
imply (2he [3ame[thing[llihheritance[ds
well[ds Al gift. (It [$ [thereforeihcumbent
upon[lis[tolhonor[And[preserve the
Torah[Because[Welihherited[it[dnd[dlso
because [t s[4 [ §ift Cvhich[ve [$hould
guard[] and[] cherish[J and[] keep [ its
commandments.
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As[Qhazal[Havelshid, "AmMisrael,[Torat
Yisraellahd[Bretz[Yisrael[@had[Hu"[The
people[dfl$raellthe Morah[dfI3raelland
the[[hnd[dflIdraellalelahe.”

Rabbi Binyamin Walfish, Yerushalayim

Prayi, 0. ASSIOIN

Giving[more[meaning[tb[durMfillah
One[Week[atalMime

Excerptediand teprintedwith|permission of the author

P'sukeid'Zimpra:
Hodu NewEich Day

0¥om 3172 ,yIRT 92 12 1Y

PR o2 e LINYIWS OF '?25
.. TDRYDI 0°nY 522 ,97922

Meaning:fdanslation...

Sing[(songs[dflpraise)to[Mashem
everyoneldn[darth,[dnnounce[His
salvationlldaily. Relate[His[Cglory
among[the[hations,[hmong[hlICthe
peoplesHisMonders...

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofithe [prayer

AlConstantSourceldffWonder

Gld's[donstant[salvation[i$ [orthy Ldf
our[tonstant[kong[bflivonder[hnd

excitement.

Insight: Deeperlheanings...
AMiracle@Minute
Therelidlalshying, CLifelid[beautiful. Live

each[thoment[ak[ifl[it(Were[althiracle.”
Accordingltb[Iyun[Tefillah,[the (Mords
BASRUO MIYOMO ELO YOM
Y'SHUATO,Mannounce Mis[shlvation
daily”,[cbnvey[thatlehch [Moment[oflife
GldCprovideslis[druly[ddhiracle.[Yet,
even[nliracles[chnlséem(rbutine.

The[Midrashnbtes[that[Avraham[Avinu
was[hot[told[that[his[ Hescendants
wouldlthiraculously [dubsist[dn[thanna
inltheldesert.[Had[Avraham [Bkeen[given
this(fhformation, (it (Would[Rave[Been
passed[down[through[thelgenerations
and[bkenkhown b [the Jéws whowere
redeemedJfrom [JEgypt.[IWhen[the
manna fihally [chme [tb fduition, iflwould
have[filedtblihpress(them.

RavLChaim[Shmuelevitz[dxplains[that
thel[lésson[ih[this[Midrash[id[that[even
an[dpen [miracleddses[iflsilhpact[iffi[id
not[Perceived[dsLdomething[dew[dnd
unanticipated.

lt[ik[Because [dfLHhis[draitCdbf[human
nature[that[the[Sh'ma, [dpecifies(And
these[vords[dhat[ILédommanded[you
today[shall[lbe uponClyour[Cheart.
‘Today, [Rashilexplains, [theans[that[the
words[dflthe[Torah[Tshouldlnot[Helih
yourLdyes[Tike [an [dId [Taw [tb [/hich[d
person[does[hot[dttach[importance;
rather, [they [should[He[like [aldew[dne
towhichlelerybodylrclins.”

Albert[Binstein[dncelshid:[[Thereldre
two[Ways[df[Tboking[dt[the World[T]
either[ybulskelnothing[ak [almhiracle [dr
youlskeldverythinglas[alrhiracle.” [The
prayer[ekhorts[uk[tb[chooselthe[dtter.
SHIRULJLASHEMUKOLLIHAARETZ,
BASRUL] MIyOoMO ELO0 YOM
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Y'SHUIATO, [Sing[tb (Hashem, [dvery[]
oneldn[darth,[@nnounce[His[shlvation
daily” [(I[becauseLévery LinomentLis[d

miracle.

Visualize:
Images[thatbring[the [player[tb[life

New[andImproved

It’'s[d[day[Before[the[Boy’s[thirteenth
birthday.[His[father[lcomes[lhome
bearing[alpackage.Hinally![They[came!
HisLtefillin[(Bave [(Been[dompleted.[He
opens[lthe[Jpackage[and[lreverently
removes[thelsmooth, [Holished[Iéather
boxes[from[their[Jcase.[ITThe[hext
morning, (With [his [fther [by [his[side, (He
carefully[dons [his [nkw[téfillin, fdeling[ak
ifChe Livere[lready[dtanding[lipon[3
whole[nkw, lhigherlriing[dfspiritual [ife.
He[knows[this[kefillah[ChasCko[be
different.[He[idn’t[allittle bby[ahy [more.
Now [itlis[for[réal.’

It[i3, [dfldourse, [dqually [rkal [tvo [ylears
later..] However,[] the[] inspiration
emanating[drom[those[3acred[boxes
has[Ibngldeased[tb [thoveHim.[Heldan
putlthe [téfillin[on b [mhechanically ab[he
can[don [his[3ocks.[The[hewness[is
gone, [ahd [With [idlthe [téfillin’s [power[td

movelhim.

Newness[hhs[aluhiquelpower[tb [ekcite
one’sLheart,[hnd[that[kxcite[[Iment
provides[thelpbwer fbr[higher [dvels [of
achievement.[dInCfact, CJRav[Dessler
explains:[dThe[doot[dfLdnjoyment[By
mankind Llis[builtCon Chewness Lhnd
change...[Thelgreater[fhe[¢hange[ br
newness[] the[] greater[] is[] one’s
satisfactionahdlpleasure.”

Try€his:

Have[joul kver[been[ ko[ pleasantly
surprised[that[you’ve [Wanted [fo [ding
and[shout[dutIdud? M[nighthhve [been
onl[rkceiving[sbme[Wonderful [news, [dr
upon [Wakinglup [tb [allbng[alvaited [day,
orldn[the[drrival[df[alHeloved Misitor.
Capturelthatlpurelekcitement, [ahdl[this
week, [ihject[it[ihto[the[Words[SHIRU
LASHEM.

Wordfofhe Wise:
Meaning[Withinlthemheaning

Ba’al[HaTurim{D'varim[3:23) [3tates
that[the[gkmatriya[(humerical[vhlue) [df
the[vord (SHIRA{songLofLpraise) Lik
515,01 the[] same[d as[] the[] word
VA'ETCHANAN [Ihplored). What [
the[¢onnection[between[SHIRALAnd
imploring[G[dlthrough [Prayer?[Rashi
(B'rachot[ ¥b,[k.v.[ 1zeh[Chasomaich’)
explains(thatlalpkrson[should(fitst[dlaw
Gld[hear[do[himself[By[teciting[His
praises.[Then, Mhile[G [dlid[still [at [hhnd,
heUshouldUpray LforLhisCpersonal
requests.

Will[Moshiach[Reveal

a[New[Torah?
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim(Sprecher
Dean(of[Students,DiasporallY eshiva

"AndMosheltooklhislvifelhndbonslhnd
mountedthem[bnlthelHonkey"[{Sh'mot
4:20).0 Rashill makesl thell cryptic
comment:["thelldonkeylthatlMoshiach
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willl utilizell toll usherll in[ thell Final
Redemption."Howlldolwellunderstand
thislktrangelbommentlbflRashi?[Canlh
donkeyllivelforlthousandslbflyears?[ihe
explanationlslthatlwhenlGHlhppointed
Moshellolbelthe[Redeemerlbfllsrael,[He
setlthoselkosmiclforceslinlmotion[that
willl culminatellandll climax0 with[ the
comingll ofll Moshiachl andl thell Final
Redemption.

Onellofllthellcentralllprophecieslofllthe
FinalRedemptionlis[thatlFallrorahlwill
golforthlfromMe”[ Yeshayahull51:4).
OnllthislverselMidrashVayikrallRabba
13[bxplainsithatlGvillltevealhANew
Torah”lhroughlihelMoshiach.

Thenlelhavelhnotherlpuzzlingllerselln
Yirmiyahu[{31:30):0Days[hrelkoming’,
saysUGHH, OwhenliDwilllbutlhhewltreaty
(BritlChadasha)vithlthelhouselbfllsrael
andlWithlthelhouselbflludah.'

Thislneedslexplanation.DAccording[lto
thelhalachicllulinglinlthelRambam,[the
Torah,lgivenltoluslatSinai,lisleternal
andlwilllheverlbelthangedbrlkeplaced.
Thisl isl accordingll toll thell versell in
D'varim,[Everythingllthatlilcommand
you,loulbhalllkeepliolHo;[Holhotlhddlio
it orll takell awayll froml it”.0 Therell is
anotherlverselin[D'varim,lthellevealed
thingsl{oflthelrorah)lhrelforllisthndlbur
childrenllforeverlltollcarrylloutllalilthe
wordsloflthisTorah”.[Thislteacheslus
thatlhliltheMitzvotloflthe[ITorahlwere

givenlltoll usll foreverll andll willll never
change.

Therefore,l wellmustlunderstand what
YeshayahulhndllY irmiyahullneanlwhen
theylkpeaklhboutl<allnewlITorahlandla
newll covenant.l Thell Talmudl and

Rambamll rulell thatll noll prophetl] can
contradictlthellvordslhndMitzvotlbflthe
Torah.lrhus,Welhavelilpuzzle.

Wellnustlinderstand(thelhaturelbflthis
“Newlrorah”[hnd*New[Covenant”[that
thellprophetslspokelaboutlwhichlwill
takellplacellin[thelIMessianicllEra.lThe
Rambamlnlhisl13[PrincipleslbflFaith”
states[khatlhothinglkanlkverlreplacelor
evenllsupplementllthell TorahlthatlG[H
gavellislbnMount$inai.

ThellkeyltolthisOmysterylisthatlthe
Torah,DgivenDoDusDat[Binai,DisDinﬁnite
andlkannotlbelfullylkomprehendedlhnd
graspedll byll ourll intellect.l Every
generation[bflrorahlbcholarsliriesltheir
handll atll interpretingll thell Torah’s
mysteriesllandlconstantlylldeveloplhew
insightslhndlnnovationslnlthellrorah’s
teaching.ll Regardlessl ofll thell many
interpretationslthatllhavellalreadyllbeen
broughtll forth,[ therell arell stillll deeper
levelslthatlhavelyetltolbellevealed.[rhis
isbecause,laccordinglltoll ThellTalmud
Bavli,[MasechetBhabbatll 09,[iheli orah
islanlexpressionloflGI’sOmindland
soul.ll“Anall Nafshill Ketavitl Yehavit”
Thisl isll anl acronyml ofll thell word
“Anochi”,l1”"Ovhichlslhelirstivordln
thellTenJCommandments.0ThisOmeans
that[bﬂjﬂsays,ﬁ‘Myﬂ;oul,ﬂﬂwoteﬂtﬂinto
thellTorah);li0givelitltolyou)”.0Thus,
justlaslGH0isOEinlSofll(Infiniteland
Endless),Boltoolisliheliorah.

ThislshelNewlirorah[thattMoshiach
willlteach.0 ThellTorahOwilllnot,0GH
forbid,ll bell replacedd orll modified.
However,IMoshiachUwillllteachTorah
onlhlprofoundlyllieepllevellthatlvelhave
neverlbeenlhbleltolkeelbrlkrasplbefore.
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AlllofllMoshiach’slteachingslwillllbe
basedlonlthellsamellgenerallrules[that
Glllhandedlown[to[MoseshtBinailbut
willlhppearlhewllollis.Otlsltonsidered(h
“Newllrorah” [becausellhesellevelations
arelkomlIpletelylbeyondlhnything[khat
well havell comprehendedl] andl learned
untillhow.

ParshaPix/eéxplanations

& 7[dflthe[10[ilnages[ftom [the[Davka
Judaicalgraphic[af[dhe[10[Plagues.
Thelfinal(threeldrel[ih[dext[Week's
sedra.[(BOSBET+ALEFE2H | 213
finalLplagues[khatChre[found[in
Parshat[BO.)

@& ThelbulletofJthese [1ParshaPix
explanations[id[alnegation[dircle[dn
aldwater[faucetindicating[ the
difficulty [that[the [Egyptians(bhd With
water L Huring[the[irst[plague [bf
Blood.

@& Prominent[dn[the[hiddlebf(the
ParshaPix [k [tdhe[MATEH,Moshe's
Staff.[Tt[i$ (Hurping[Because T [(hot
the[TANIN[if[bhd[changed[idto)[eht
the[staffs[oflthe [Egyptian izards.

& ThellswordrepresentsL1Z'RO'A
N'TUYA,the[ToutstretchedChrm"
with[Which[We[Were[do[Be[thken
outUofJEgypt.LI(WhereUis[the
connection[] made[] between[] an
outstetched[akm[ahd[the[sivord?Ih
the[Hagada.)

& Thelshovellukedblythe [Egyptians[td
diglor Livater [Ibnly Livay [for[dn
Egyptian[tb [det[d[drink[during[the
plaguelofBlood.

& Theldvenlid[What[sbme[ftogs[Went
into,[droducing[alKiddush (HlaShem
and [alldsson [tb [uk [that[G [dlid[still [id
charge[bf[hature[TITHe[ tenews,
everylLdlay, [ the[Acts[bf[ Creation.
(Each[dlement[df[dature[that[Wvas
used By [G [d[ih [the [drocess[dflthe
Plagues[ahd[(Bxodus[shnctifies[G [d's
name[BecauseWe[see[His[dontrol
and[lidvolvementlid [thisMorld.)

& FourldupsLofLvine[dor[the[Four
Termslof[Redemption [(br[dther[4k,
as[pbsited by [differentsburces [Ttk
yourLchildren[and[guests[fbr[dther
reasons[fbr[4[dups)Which[Welfind
atlthebkginningloflthelsédra.

@& Triple[SJ,[IStudent[Struggle Lfor
Soviet[Jéwry, [slogan: [Let[My [People
Go.

& Pictorial [ tepresentation[bf[Par'o's
heart[ktrengthening, Chs[isCimen[]
tioned[ih[deveral[places[ih[Va'eira
(and[Bbo).

& Emblem[bf{dhe[Hogwarts[School.
Par'o's[vizards[Cight Chave[Cbeen
dropoutsflomBHogwartslsincethey
werelhot[dble[ o[ ¢opelvith[dhe
plague f[KINIM[(Tice).

@ Below[Davka's[Haillale[the[standing
wheatlahd[the[blroken[bhrleylid [the
aftermath] of [ that[] plague.[] As
indicated[ih[the[Torah, sbme[THut
not[AlllITgrainCAndCplantsCvere
destroyed[By[Barad.[The[dest[that
survived[were[set[up LiforLlthe
devastating[plague[df[Arbeh [ldcust
(inlnkxtlweek's[skédra)

@& Crocs,[ tomfortable[3hoes[Whose
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logo[i$[Aldrocodile, [ds[ih [the [skaff[]
turned[tb [MANIN.[(Not[td[Belcbn[]
fusedtith[alligator(shoes.)

& Theldompass[deedle[Joints[tb[the
north,[ih (Hebrew:[BL[TZAFON, [ak
in[(ALTZAFANB.[ziel, Hrother[df
Misha'el[ahd Sitri.

& Cl@tomiclnumber[d]atomicweight
12.01)[Slthelsymbol fdrichrbon, the
main(only?)OingredientUinCthe
furnace[dsootl]thatC1Moshe[and
Aharon[lised[Ho[bring[dbout[the
plaguelaf[SH'CHIN[(Boils).

& FlagldflWietnam.[The[Key[hakes[it
KINAM, 3.k.a. CKINIM, Cplague (3#3.
Apparently, LKINIMOs[theCplural,
lice,[AndLKINAM s Singular, Chot
referringltd lohe[duse, butltdlitelid
the[Way[Weldse[the [Words[sheep
andish [I8ingular C$tructure[but
referringltdmany.

@ Elazar[bl[AharonHaKohein[mharried
oneldf[dhe[daughters[of[PUTI'EL;
they [(Had[Binchas. [Blazar's[Wife [Was
BATBOOHTM

& There[dre[$Sports[ieams'[3ymbols
forLAROV.[Detroit[ Tigers[{base[]
ball),LCincinnati[BengalsL{football),
Memphis[Grizzlies[(Basketball) Most
appropriatel] 11 Why?[] Because
Memphis[Was[also[the[dame[dflan
ancient[EgyptianLdity[ (and [dapital)
Noteltb[parents, [gFandparents,[ahd
other[RarshaPix[Jpresenters":[This
is[ah [elxample [df[thking[al[BarshaPix
elementlahd[chrrying[itlfirther(than
justlalcbnnectiontdthesédra.

& Underlthelsportsldgos[islalpicture

of (3now[tones,[3haved[Cice[Wwith
flavoringL{and[dolor).[In[Hebrew,
BARAD, [ds[ih[plague[#7.[Next[tb
the(BARAD s [fire, Cwhich[Cwas
contained [Within [the [Hailstones[df
that[blague.[1The[BARAD [snow
cones[dol[dot[Have[fire[unless[you
findLbne[lavored [With[tinnamon
andhbtlchili.)

@& Belowl[the[fire[ahd[showcones[i3[al
pile[f...[do,[hot[dtones[Ilentils.
With[the [alrow[pbinting [t [alsingle
lentil, ve[Chave [ JADASH, CIn[Ckhe
context[Jof[ Va'eira, [khat's[Rabbi
Yehuda's[¢ode" fdr[plagues4Id.

@ Under[that[En0lzildnd[d[Bottle
and[lglass[ of[hle, Llkombining[ko
UZIEL,tincleCbfCMoshe, CAharon,
and[Miriam.[(The[Hard[challengelih
this[$[tb[get[WZIEL.[Dncelgotten,
askwholhk Was? [flthey[dbn'tkhow,
sendthem [tbaIAhumash)

@ Thelfdogwholthinks[that2H2=5[d[a]
DUMBIZ'FARDEI'A[BId [Oke).

@ Thelletter (EformedWith[(A[diate
palm[ahd Bldhteslidah ITAMAR.

& Lowerlright[id[thelskructurelabove
Me'arat[HaMachpeilalih[Chevron.
Wholis[the[@hevron[mhentionedLih
thelsédra?

@ LowerldftdsCACRAMZOR, raffic
light,[With[green[fbr[GO [Hbllowed
by[h[tooth,Lin[(Hebrew,[BHEN,
combining[td[GOSHEN, [the [al-ealdf
thelJewswhichLktood[InLkharp
contrast[tb[the[dest[df[Bgypt[that
was[dmitten [By[dheplagues.[This
contast[ik[dn[iksueWvith[Par'o,[ds
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presented(id[the[sédra.
@ LivnilforlthelsdbnaflGeilrlshom
& PARIBull)[HO[(ih sign [Ednguage).
& HooverDaml[idfdrblood[(IDAM)

& ScorpionWaslohe[cflthe Mildahimal
mix[af[AROV [(Accordingltd Rhashi).

The[Puah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'in'Accordance with Halacha

OvarianTransplants
andHalacha (2)

Last[] week[] wel] discussed[] ovarian
transplant[as[JalIpossible JoptionIfor
women [With[premature [Ovarian [failure.
However,[this[Itreatment[ 1has[]some
serious limitations.

Firstly, [published articles [thus far[have
reported(thisprocedure(successfulonly
with[Jmonozygotic[ltwins[I|[commonly
calledidentical [twins, (with[anidentical
set[Jofl igenetic Imakeup ][ due[to[ithe
delicate naturelofialliorgan transplants.

One[] ofl] the biggest[] problems[] in
transplantCproceduresJis[ItheTbody's
naturaltejectionoflany[foreignbody.
Evenlifl theliedicall professionals/¢can
successfully[] overcomel] the[] obvious
difficulties[lofl Iremoving/[the[ organ,
keepinglit[viableland[transplantinglit[in
the[correct location[ with[the proper
blood[ ] supply,[] the[] body’s[] natural
immunological(system will[still[tend[fo
rejectlJany[Iforeign[Jorgan(][lJeven[la
lifelsavingonelsuchlasa heart[or[a
lung.

ItCistherefore [imperative tofind "an

ideal[/donor[whol has[Jal near(perfect
human(leukocytelantigen (HLA)match.
Whenlthematchlis[deemed dompatible,
theCorgan[canbe[transplanted. The
recipientl]  must[]  then[]  take
immune(suppressant[] drugs[] which
preventthe Bodyfromfrejectingthe new
organ[J by[J suppressing] the[] natural
immunological [fesponse.[The[problem,
however,[isthat[thesemedications[stop
the[Tbodyfrom[rejecting[Callforeign
bodies, ] including[] potentially[] life[
threateningbacterialand Viruses.

When[dealing[withCallife(threatening
condition[ that! requires[ al hew[ organ,
most[peoplearewillingtoindergolthis
risk[inlorder[to[live.[However, when
dealing[With premature[ovarianfailure
andlalmnew ovary[Ila‘nonifethreaten(]
ingCcondition"and [alnonife éssential
organ[1Ttheltisk[is[deemed[toolhigh.
Thereforetheldoctorslarelonly[Wwilling
tooffer [this [treatment for Cidentical
twinsWholare[HLA Matches./Andsince
few[women [have[identical [Sisters, [this
treatment[is[ obviously[not[appropriate
forleveryone.

Andleven(iflwe[find [a[Woman [Wwith[dn
identical(sisterwho(is (fertile, [the [act[of
removing[part[of her[ovary[may[limit
herCown [fertility. ['The[Idoctors"have
assumed |that, [at[worst, the donor(Sister
wouldreach “menopauseafew years
earlierthan(shemightHave, Hadshemot
beenaldonor.[Butlthis[couldbelVery
significant, Cespecially “for [those “who
havebegun[tohavelchildrenallittle
laterfinlife. [tImaybeinderstandably
difficultfor[a woman [follimit[her [own
fertility, [@ven(toaid hersister.
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Inladdition, [it[dannotbe [proven [that(the
new/ovarywill[dontinue[dvulatinguntil
all woman[] reaches[] the[] agel] of
menopause;it[maylovulate forfalfew
years, [butmotlindefinitely. [Solagain, it
is(hot(reallylal¢urebutlrather[another
treatment option.

For[all[ thesel reasons, ovarian[ trans[]
plantfismot/aperfect'solution.

Nextlweekwelwill(gobacklin[medical
history[to[llook[lat[lsome[ lfascinating
reports afiovarian fransplants.

Portionfrom(thePortion

From(Strangers(tolFree/Men
[IThelRedemption/Process

Lastlweek's[portion[ended with[Moshe
feeling[frustrated.(1HeThadllgonelto
Par'ollin[lorder(Ito[1helplIthel1Jewish
slavesJandlitTseemsthatChe[Jmade
matters(worse(for(them(Tltheywereno
longerUprovidedDwithJstraw, Dbutstill
hadtokeeptolithelsamellquotallof
bricks.

This[l week's[] portion[] begins(] with
Hashem(] trying[1to[l answer] Moshe's
feelingsof[despair.solhe[willlbelable
toLgo[backtolencouragetheUewish
nationabout[ thel redemption[process
theylwere[to[lbealJpartLof.[J]Hashem
tries(tolexplain[to[Moshelthelredemp(]
tionstagesl thatl Hel had/ described(to
Avraham[in[BRITCBEINTHABETARIM.
Verses[6:6(7 [describe thefourphases
of(J deliverance: [ V'HOTZEITI,
V'HITZALTI,CV'GA'ALTI,CV'LAKACHTI
[[The(first(threelare[thelfreeing from
theD existingl) GALUT andJ the [ last,

V'LAKACHTI,Jis[1thellobject] of ] the
wholeldeliverance lIGEULA.

In[B'reishit’at BRIT'TBENIHABETARIM
(15:13014),0thellexileof Egyptiwas
predicted[ tol Avraham[with[thewords
GERUYIHYEHZARACHALB'ERETZ
LOO LAHEM,J VAAVADUM,J V'INU
OTAMIARBAIMEI'OTICSHANA...[TThe
processlis[11)GERUT,12)AVDUT,3)
INU'L.LIThelprocess(lin[IEgypt/ began
with(GERUT [1Ibeing[alstrangerlinithe
land[TonceltheywerelookedTatas
strangers( all(the[ succeedingl miseries
grewl] quite(] naturally.C] Theyll were
treatedJasslaves, JAVADIM, Owithout
any(freedom(and(werelalsoltormented
andideprivedrofralljoyloffife MINU'l.(n
thellverses[from[Jthis[lweek's[portion
Hashem( describes(] the[] redemption
process which[goes[thelopposite way
3)IV'HOTZEITIIMISIVLOT

2)V'HITZALTIIMEITAVODA
1)IV'GA'ALTL.

Whereas(] thell versel] tells[J us) what
HashemOwillTHOTZICANDCHITZILCus
from,CitC'doesn'ttell CLusOwhatHeDwill
GA'AL[us[from.[It[seemslitlis from(the
situationof_beingCallGERastold[to
Avraham[TTandlalGER/is describedlin
(Bamidbar(5:8) as’someone whohas
noloneltolredeemhim,EINCLASH
GO'EL.[The[GO'EL is[the(relative[Who
takesitheheed oflhis(Telative[{evenlif
helis[nhotlalclose(relative) as his[own
and(stands up(forthim.[Alstrangeriin(a
foreignCcountryCusuallyrhas'holonelat
allltolprotectChim.[SolwhenHashem
speaksIof (IV'GA'ALTIETCHEM, THe
means(that Hewill_standLupforllsrael
as(theirlrelative Jas[the [ JIGO'ELwho
bailsCout hisrelativeafterlsomething
bad(has[happened(tolhim.
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OncelHashem(doesIthisTGEULAand
wel] become( upstanding, free] and
conscious[oflour(rights, then[Hashem
promises toV'LAKACHTICETCHEMILI
L'AM[ITtake[ youl tolME[aslal hation.
Rav(1Samson(]Raphaell1Hirschilcom
mentshereJontheJuniqueness [ Jof
Judaism.[JAlthough[peoplelcalllJitl/a
religion, reallylitlisimuchmore.Welare
Gld's[Ination.lIn(1JudaismJwellhave
componentsof(JreligionsisuchJas[Ja
placel] tol] worship,[] priests(] and
congregations.[] Well alsol] have
components(ofihations suchlas(kings,
and(leaders.[IWelarel AM[HASHEM,
theconditions [ of lour[‘ordinary(social
lifefarelguidediby(G(d'sjudgementiand
arellalrevelationof His[spirit.CWhile
otherhationsrhavetheirlnational’bond
in[ItheirIcountry, [ 1thel1Jewish[Ination
haveltheirs(initheirrcommon(GIid.

Thesellwords[Jaboutlthe[Jredemption
processmay( beTupliftingwhenwe
read ] themJ today[ butlJ] unfortunately
when(] Moshel] spokel] them(] tol[] the
Children(of(Israelltheywere[unable[to
valuelthemJand[could[not[listento
Moshelbecauselofthe hardworkthey
hadlto[dolin[Egypt.[ Thelappreciation
wouldfollowIlater(on.

L EANDDLES,

Warning:Containskkégular
serious[nhateriallin [addition[to(the
lightMTriddles[stuff"

Lastlidsue’s (SH'MOT)MTriddles:

[17 Eliezer[td[Rivka ~[Egyptians [td [Iskael

Inlthebhrdlcbpy[dflldst[Week's[TT,[We
used[the[durvy[dquallSign[{as[dbove)
which [theansOis[dpproximately[dqual
to".[Hliezer[gave[Rivkalgold[and[sliver
vessels[and[dothing[(B'GADIM).[G[d's
prophecy[tb[Moshelih[Barshat[Sh'mot
isCthat[the[EgyptiansLvould[give[the
departing[lsraelites[gold[hndCkilver
vessels[land[IS'MALOTLl(dressesLlin
modern[Blebrew,[Butlgarments[i3[the
morellikelymeaninglid [this[cbntext).

[2]lcbnsume, [fihish, [eht, Fdar[td [speak

Dayton[Allen,[d[domedian[dnd[Joice
actor[(Deputy[Dawg, [Heckle[&[Jéckle,
and[dmany[more) Clwas[aldregular
"interviewee"[on[Steve[JAllen's[{no
relation) ™Man [df[the[Street"[doutine.
HisHamous[teply (o [inanyLdifferent
questions[Wvas[dn[dxaggerated, (WHY
NOT.This[fEintmhemory wasttiggered
by the[Jphrase [in[Parshat[Sh'mot,
MADU'AILO... M4 the [Sh'motlelkample,
Mosheldpproaches[dhe[Burning[bush
with Cturiosity, [ fo[ dee[MADU'ALLO
YIVIAREAS'NEH? Why [idn't[the [Bush
beinglcbnsumed B [the[fite.[Aside fdom
thisMADU'ALO, [therelidlahotherlahe
in[the[sédraldf[Sh'mot, When[Phr'olakks
the[depresentatives[df[dhe[Jewsivhy
the[quotaldorlbricks[hadChot[been
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completed.[Dflthe[13[dccurrenceslih
Tanach [ofthisWHY [NOT [phrase, [tivo
othersldrelih[dhe[Chumash.[Onelih
VayikralWhen[Moshe[hsks[Aharon's
tworkmaining[sbns[Why[they [Had [dot
eaten[bf[ the[korban[that[tlay.[The
otherlik[ih[Bamidbar[When[G[d[dsks
Miriam[ahd[Aharon [Why[they[Had[dot
feared[tb[dpeak[about[Moshe.[BYI,[df
the[21 [dmes[ih (@l [df[Tanachthat[the
word[MADU'ALdccursl{including[the
I3[MADU'AOs), 10 [atelid [the[Torah
and[four[bf[ kthose[hre[in[Parshat
Sh'mot.heldthertvolid[the sédralate
Par'olatking(the [mhidwiveswhy[they[did
notldb [a[drdered,lahdYitro[abking [his
daughters[iwhyClthey [hadCreturned
homelehrlier(than [ukual.[Mhelakherlahe
in[the (Hook[df[Sh'mot[is[also[Hy[Yitro
when [He[dsks[Moshe Why [Be[Sits[do
hear[Jthe[dpeople's[]questions[Jand
complaintsall by himself.

[3]bathatsthis?

What's[this? (3 (MAZEH. Oh[the[skdra,
theltwolWord[phrase[i[Written[ds[d
single(Mord[MAZEH, [although [it[i$[tb
belrkadad o Words.

[4]/ABCDIJLEFGHK

IfCve(Inumber" Cthe [twelve [3ons[of
Yaakov/[id [the [arder [dfltheir Birth, With
thellétters[Althrough[l [then[they[ale
listed[id [the [dpening [p'sukim [df[Sh'mot
in[] thed order[] idicated[] by[] the
letter[skquence[ofthis[MTriddle.

[5]0hakov'slahd[Moshe'slalvareness

ThelWordlih[the[Torah[that[ihdicates
an[hwareness[khat[Cldawnsupon[h
person, id[ACHEIN.Maakov's[ACHEIN

was [his[dealization[ghat[the[place[dt
which[he[dleptLdn[dhe[hight[of[the
dream [df(the[Iddder [Was[alHoly[dlace.
Moshe's[ACHEIN [ivas[his[dealization
that[hle [hhd [(Been lidformed[dn [tb [Par'o
by[Datan[Jand[JAviram Lconcerning
Moshe'sL] killing[] of L] thel] Egyptian
taskmaster [(Who[Wwas[beating[ [ Jew.
This[Awareness[had[thedinfortunate
resultldf(Moshe's flkeing[tb [Midyan[ahd
his[dttitude[dhange [df[the (orthiness
of(BneilYisrael[Being[dedeemed[fFom
Egypt.[AlthoughbkMentlolutltd stelthe
plightlofhis[blrethren, ahd [risked his [ife
inshving[d[fkllow Jéw, [the [Datan [and
Aviram[Betrayal[Ted [Rim [dot[dnly [do
flee, [Hut[tb[@bsent[Himself(fbr[@Imost
60lykars[fdom[ahy[idvolvementmith[his
people.[G[dldent[Rim [Back[do [Egypt
when [hk [was[8D [ykars[old.

[6][Names:[Pinchaslalr[Matot

Names[J=[1Sh'mot.[1The[haftarallof
Sh'motUaccordingl]toIthe LIEIDOT
MIZRACH [tradition [ [the [first[Jerek
of Mirmiyahu, [the [shme[hhftaralthat[we
read[for[the[firstClofLthe[lthree
Shabbatot[df[the[Three[MWeeks, Which
isldither [(Barshat[Binchas[(vhenMatot
and[Mas'eildre[dombined)[dr[Rarshat
MatotL{when[it[dAnd[its[dsual[Partner
sedralalelskparated[[Ithe[léssftequent
situation).

[7]1CAnd[an the fdurth[dhy, [ténbllls..."
Who's hidingrightup fdont?

UVAYOM[LHAR'VI'CPARIMASARA.
The[RlasheiTleivot[(initial létters, Mrhich
are[TrightClipront") Cof[these Hour
words[rearrangeltdspel [PU'AH.

[8][Aharon's[cbd[ahd [Amram [hbw[sb?

OUlIsraellCenter(rTib37 & 30 ®[Va'eirallm'vorchim)b771



BEITEVI, [thehbuseldfTkevi, [dccursid
Tanach[threeltimes, [tvo [df[Which [are
inlthe[Ghumashahdlatelthelsblutiontd
this(T Triddle.[And[@[thanfrom [BEIT
LEVIO wentd and[] (re)married] the
daughter[dflevi.[He[is[Amram;[she[id
Yocheved.[The[dod[df[Aharon,M/hich
represented [BEIT [LEVI, flbwered[id [the
demonstration[(dhatCG[d[dommanded
Mosheltb[perform[With[rbds[cbllected
fromlehchltdibe.

[9]1(18,000[then ¥ ho's[Hiding[dt[the

end?

Similar[1o[J7],[this[time[the [SOFEI
TEIVOT [{inal Uétters, Cht[the[dnd") [df
thelphrase[ffom[the[Book[df[Shof'tim,
SH'MONAT[ASAR [BLEF[ISH [dearrange
tolspelllthe nhme[SHIFRA.

[10][ThelPicture[dflthe[Baby[daught
himidd O

Thepicturecaught[the[baby[in
MIDIYAWN, ChsCinCwhere[[Moshe's
father [id [[w, [his Wife ahd [sisters[ih [dw
lived.[Sbrry, butlwe[putsbmething[like
thisLih C&very 3o Lbften[inChonor [bf
punster[lextraordinaire[dand[JTorah
Tidbitsleblumnist,[MP.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

R’ ehudahleib[Ashlag,[the[duthor[df

the[Bulam[Cbn[the[Zohar[Hecried Al
thoseMholspend[their[ehtire[lives[tiying
tolJamass[Jan[ever[Clgreater (ifortune.
“Imagine,” [(hedaid,[Tthat[d [Ring[ksues
coins[Which[dre [dnlyMalid [fbr[the [dext

twolykars, [after (hich [they [Will [Become
valueless.[Would[dny[person[trive[do
amass[@Afbrtune[dflslich[doins,Mnowing
that[doon[they LWvill[(Be [Worthless?[(The
same,” [He[shid, Cis[the [chse[With[people
who [ kry[ ko[ hmass[hn[lever[kreater
fortunelih [this[World.[Don’tlthey [rkalize
thatlWhatever [thoney[they[Have [Will (He
valueless[id[the[World tb[Qome?”

Once,Loneldf[his[dhassidim[dsked[dhe
Kotzker,(1Since ve [dre [told [dhat[Both
onelMholdoeslalgheat[deallahd[dnelWho
does[muchOessChre[both[tonsidered
praiseworthy,[provided[they[Both[Have
lofty [ khoughts[ toward[ Heaven[when
theylperform[Whatlthey[do,[doesn’t[that
then[hhean[dhat[dherelik[Ao[difference
between[theltio?”

“You’re[hbsolutely[Fight,”[teplied[the
Kotzker.[Indeed,[dven[dnelWholdoes[al
great[deal[i$[also[dbligated[tb [Have[the
proper[thoughtsWhen[He[does[What[He
does.”

OO0~~~

R’'¥echezkel[df[ShinovalWas[dsked hy
it[id[thatleven[thoughtheTorahlstates[al
person[ik[fo[teceive[Horty[Tashes, [ the
halachalis[J that[ he[d only[ receives
thirty [nine? CThat[W[tb [tkach [the[Person
allesson,”[3aid[R’[Yechezkel, (Fnamely
that[He[Has[dot[Yet[Haid [dff[His[debt[ih
full fbr[his[sin.”

ThelJerusalemlInstitute
ofiJewishliLaw
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Lesson(#(545

Laws Regarding Stealing

TheldtherdaythereWas an articleinthe
newspaper Jabout[JallgangJoflJyouths
stealingpocketbooksfromfolderTadies.

Infadditionfo[violating[the Taws oflthe
State(oflIsrael, [whatldre [their[violations
oflhalacha?

Maimonides, [in hisintroduction[to[the
“Laws[IConcerning[ 'Theft” [Tlistseven
commandments[Iregarding[theft, ltwo
positiveand[fivelhegative:[(1)[hot[to
steal[l anyone’s[] property;[] (2)[] to
administer thelaws[ofl theft;(3)to
maintain [dccuratelscales(and easures;
(4)[nottolactdishonestlyregarding
weights[Jand [Jmeasures; J(5)Jnot[Jto
possesslextral[dishonest]veightsand
measures/éven/ifione’does motlisethem
forbuyinglandselling;[(6)not[fomove
alboundary(line;[and[(7)mot[folabduct
human beings.

Thebasic commandmentfisfoundfinfthe
verse Y oulshallnot(steal, [youshall ot
deny(falsely,[and[youlshall(not lielone
to[another.” [(Vayikra[19:11)[Thus[if
onestealsanythingfavingtheWworth[of
at[leastfalp'rutal(the$mallestlhalachic
coin)[]  onel] transgresses[] the
commandmentmot o steal.

Therelis[hol floggingl administered[ for
transgressing/this[commandment(since
the[part[relating[to[the[Vvictim[can[be

undonel 1by[Imaking[ I restitution.[ | No
flogginglis/administered [for [violating(a
negative lcommandment [ ithat can[be
rectified by [Jrestoring[Jthe “Istolen[or
robbed(dbject/orbymakingdmonetary
payment[] (See] Maimonides, ] Laws
Dealinglwith[1Sanhedrin[118:2).[1The
prohibition[] against[] stealing[applies
equallylagainst[stealing[from[alJewlor
Gentile, [from(an(ddult(or from(aminor.
It[is[Oprohibited[1to[Isteal Janything,
howeverlsmallitsvalue.Tt[is prohibited
to(steallin[jestlor(tolsteal [@n[objectWith
thelintentloflrestoring/it(tbitslowner, or
with(thelintention[ofl paying[for[itland
forfpayingfthevictimthedoublepgenalty
or[tolldistress [ thelJvictim. IAllthese
things[are[prohibited[$olthatla[person
willmot(get/dccustomed folstealing. The
Torah(alsoprovides [for(althieflfohave
to/payladldoublepenaltyfor(theft(is there
were[Witnesses [to[the[theft(and[other
criteriaWere met.

TheOtheftClcommences JasJtheJthief
acquiresthelobjecthelis stealing.[An
objectlis[stolenthesame[Wway[an[object
isldcquired fiflitis [purchased. Tflithethief
liftsthelobject, (he[steals(it[the homent
itlis(lifted up,and(this(is éffectivelany
placelthatthe thieflifts theobject, éven
in[the[premises[ofl the ownerlorlinla
public[place.[Helhas[transgressed[the
commandmentnot[tosteal. IfThe(steals
thelobject[byldrawing[it[to him, the
theftfoccurswhen[thelobjectlis[drawn
into[the[premises oflthelthiefTortola
sidestreet[that[is[not[frequented (by
many[people,orpremises [Belonging[fo
both[thevictim[and[thelthief. [1fl the
object,suchlas[an[animal,lénters pon
thepremiseoflthethiefland helintends
tolsteallit, [the[theftloccurs immediately
iflthe(premises/are/guarded(by(a(fence,



even liflthelthieflis Mot present.
(tolbe continuediin the nextllesson IYH)

Perdbe Pelnts to Pencder
VA'EIRA

1) [(MVhy [does[the[Torah[first[state [HE
ISCHAHARONLIANDCIMOSHELI(HU
AHARONLUMOSHE,[6:26) LinLlthe
singularMhich[iddicates[that[they Were
on[thelshme[lével[Butlthen[dwitchltb
the[BlurallWhen[daying(THEY [WWERE
THELDNESWHO [SPOKE[id [the [vkry

nextlverse?

2) Why [does[the[Torahrlate[thatlthe
hardening[df(Bar'o's[Heart[Hap [[Hened
when[thereWasalphuse[[HARVACHA)
in[plagueslspecifically [dfter [the [Flague
offdogsfahdnb okherlplagues((8:11)?

3) Why[dbes[Phr'o[ukelthe[phrase[G[D
ISCTHE[RIGHTEOUS[ONEL(HASHEM
HUHATZADIK) Efter (he [plague [f
hail[(9:27) [ahd[nblakher[plagues?

ParshalPointsfoPonder by
RabbiDovLipman

Maharalldn(theSedra

Pemons[and Harleycorns

Sh'mot[8:14And[the[Sorcerersdid
soMith[their[ihcantations[tb [draw[fbrth
thellite, butltheylcbuldnbt.

Rashi:[IThisOvas[because[dhe[demon
has[do[Power[dver[d[dreature[dmaller
than[albhrleycorn.

Gur[Arye:[ABonelftagmenthust[Be[at

least[the[size [df[d[Harleycorn[tb [donfer
tum'a[Jritual Gnpurity [dhat [desults[(from
touching[hUkorpse,[1Ohalot[2:3],for
tum'alik[the (Work[df[demons,[dnd[the
domain[dfldemons[does[dotldxtend[to

things[] smaller] than[] al barleycorn.
Demonslrlileldnlyloverthethmei.

Demons[Jsheidim]4ere[dotfbreign[tb
ourbrefathers.[Thelgifts[diven[do[the
sons[df(Ketural[[B'reishit[25:6] Werelthe
secrets [df[the Mhame[df(Hum'a", Wvhich,
Rashi[[Banhedrin[91a][dxplains,@re[Tthe
workLdfLdemons[dnddorcerers".[One
may [ask [(How [this[i$ [Jossible, [ih Hight[df
the[dforbiddennatureJof Clwitchcraft
[Sh'mot[22:17].[0tCdoesChot[ineanlhe
taught[them [(How [tb[use[sbrcery,[rhther
helghvethem[the khowledge rkquired[tb
exorcise[demons.[TWork[bf[ demons"
includes] both[ the[d forbidden[] and
permissible.[Borlexample, [there[i$[alWay
tolakklthe[demons[fbr[Help[ihfinding[d
lostldbject[Rashi,[Shnhedrin101a].

What[l is[] the[ significance ] of ] the
barleycorn?[At[sbmelmheasured[pointah
item[id[ldrge[ehoughltb[belcbnsideredlah
individual (Jprati] (2hingCdinto Cikself, (and
anything[shaller[idlcbnsidered[uist[alphrt
oflthelgeneralWorld.[(Tum'aldan[dttach
onlyd to individual [ things,[ 1 not[ to
generalities.[The[(Houndary[Between[the
individual (dand [ the[d generaldis[Ithe
barleycorn.[llice[dre[dmaller,[duchthat
theldemons[had[nbolrlilershipdverthem.
Hencelthelsbrcererscbuldbot[duplicate

Hashem's[dhiracle.

NoteltheWord[fbrbharley[3'ora]hhslthe
same[Iktters[ds[tdhe[Word[for[theasure
[shi'ur].

CO[MWZYI Dﬂrepared]]}y [Dl‘, DMGO}IE D]{M}H‘
TBDATR

After[theldumbfloglcbmes LICE
KINIM Was[the[third[plaguelid [Egypt.
Theordlokcurslthreeltimes[id
Va'eira, [tWvice With AIYUD [bktweenthe
NUN[hd[MEMISOFIT, ahdlchce
withoutaYUD.[Additionally, itlakcurs
with[2aIYUD [id M 'hilim. Mwice, [the Word
is KINAM[(hoYUD)...

Parsha (Peints Go Pender
Suggestedahswers

1) @Mhe[@hrHaChayim [ekplains[that[While
Moshelahd[Aharon[Were[dquallif {ével [ih
other[4reas[dfLlife, Cpecifically Livhen [t
came[tb [dpeaking[they (ere[dot[dnlthe
samelIkvel[dince[Aharon[did[the[thlking
instead Lbfl Moshewho[Thad[Ch[kpeech
impediment.[JThus, Ckthe[Cplural Cds[Clused
specificallyWhen[describing[them[speaking
to[Par'o.

2)[TheMlil¥akar[ahswers[that[Mith[every
other[plague,[When[the[Plague[dnded,[it
ended[dompletely[ahd[Was[rkmoved[ftom
existenceldnd, [there[[fbre,[thereWas[do
reason [lto Clexplain Clwhy [IPar'o's[lheart
hardened.[JOf[course, [this[lhappened
because[the[plague[énded.[However,[ih
regard[to [the[frogs, [they [demained [dfter
the[plague [lconcludedlandClereated[a
terrible[dmell.LOneWould[Bave [thought
that[]Par'o[dwould [ remain[Jsomewhat
subjugated (o [G[D [Es[Ibng[ds[dhe[frogs
weredstilldaround.OThus,CdthedTorah
reports[that[Par'o[3aw[that[there[vas
SPACEL] (anotherld meaningl] of
HARVACHA),[neaning[that[ the[kmell
onlylitnpacted[people[Who[ereldoseltb
the[Head [(frogs [ butIfChny [ bpace [vas
created [#hen[the[Smell[had Cholimpact.
This[ustification[Was[Enough[fo enable
Par'oto[ChardenChisCheartChnd[Cdeny
the power[dflthe[plague.

3)[IDa'at[ Zekainim [IMiBaaleil IHaTosfot
teaches[that[Rar'o[hadel[this[declaration
after Beeing[4hat[G[D varned [fhem [Ho
bring[ih[the[things[ftom [their[flelds[dnd
that[Bad[they[done[sb, [the [damage [Would
not[Have[Heen[sb[gteat,[something[Which
did[nbtlakcurMith[the lokher [plagues.



