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The LACHEM Factor

Parshat[Bo[ehds[the "itzvaldrought" [df[the[past (1B [skdras.[(That's [althird [df
the[Morah's[sédrasWith[dnly (Blmitzvot[altogether, [dut[af[8ll 3.) Elrstloh [the Mikt
of(dhe[dwenty[Linitzvot[dounted [ih [Parshat[Bo ik [the LiitzvaLdf[ Kiddush
HaChodesh, [the[sktting[up [dflthe Jéwish[Qalendar.[Tommentaries[Point[dut
that[this [ohitzva[Was[the [first[given [tb [the [almost[But[not ykt[People [df I3rael
whilelthey Were[still [id ([Egypt. [This [ohitzva[skems[tb [Be [alpke [rkquisite fbr[the
mitzvot[rélated(td Pesach [bbth [the first[dneid Mitzrayim ahd [the lohes[there[]
afterid [pkrpetuity.

AlsohoteworthyLin[the[Torah's[3tatement[bf[ thisLinitzvalis[the[twice
mentioned [Word[[IIACHEM. [This [mhonth [(bf[Nlisan) (I MOURS [ak [the [first [df
the[thonths, [ahd [algain [(beemingly [dedundant), [it[i§ [the [first [fbr YOU [df[the
year'sldonths.

With [the Word[DACHEM, [G [dlis[dffering[(¢ommanding) [uk [alphrtnership With
Him[h [the[fbrmation[df[the [Qalendar, [the[shnctification [df[thefirsts[df[the
months, [ahd[the[fixing[df[the [dycle [df[féstivals...[ahd[ih [the [Sanctification [df
Timelitkelf.

GIdlbhd [first[shnctified time [dn His[dwn (36 [tb [speak [Tl [mhaking [the [day [He
completed[Qreationlofthe Worldalhbly [dhy TRHABBAT.

Morel[than [tivothousand[fbur[Hundredlykarsdter, Heltélls[us [that[there ale
moreldays[that[Will[He[Holy [ahd[that[We[akre[tb[Be[aktive [participants[ih[the
process[ofsanctifyingthem.

Without[gbing[linto[details, [the [fAct [id [that[dfficially [HACHEM[id [aHddressed[tb
theholelpkopleldflidraellahd [nbtltdehchiddividual Jéw.

cont. on page 4
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WOI'd @f ﬁhe month With[thelholad[df[Sh'vat[dccurringldn
Tuesday Lhight LILEILCR'VI'T), (the HirstCbpportunity [(for[Kiddush[L'vana
accordingltb[MinhagYerushalayim [id [Motz"Sh [Barshat[Bo, [eve [df[the [4kh [of
Sh'vat, Jdn. [8kh.[Those Who [Wait luhtil (Zfhl [days [after [the [mholad [Have [their
first[dp [dn[Wednesday[night, Jdn.[12th. Mechnically, [ML [chn (B [shid [elen By
the[Zday[Feople[dn[Tuesday [dight, [after [1I0: | | pm.[The[hoon[skts[dnlthat
night[Before[11:30pm.[2[day[Jeople[shouldMnow[that[there[dre[Halachic
rulings[that[KL [chn [Be [shid [ [Hit" [Before [the [filll [Zdays [id[rkached [TEkp. [id
theMinter.[Basedloh[this, Muesday[(an. [l th) [after Maariv[idlgbod, [tbo.




Candles BO Havdala
4:15pm Yerushalayim 5:31pm
4:33pm S'derot 5:34pm
4:30pm Gush[Btzion 5:32pm
4:30pm Raanana 5:32pm
43lpm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 5:32pm
4:30pm Netanya 5:32pm
431pm Rehovot 5:33pm

43lpm Be'er[Sheva (§[ie) 5:34pm
430pm  Modi'ineDHashmona'im  5:32pm
4:15pm Petach[Tikva 5:32pm
415m  Maale[Bdumim  53lpm
430pm  Ginot[Shomron  53lpm
4:29m Gush[Shiloh 5:30pm
4:31pm K4[&Hevron 5:32pm
4:30pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:3Ipm

4:31pm YadBinyamin 5:33pm
4:33pm Ashkelon 5:34pm
4:16pm Tzfat 5:28pm

429m  Zichron[Yaakov  53Ipm
Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[TBO [&08pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
%7 29 Tevet 9 Shvat * Jan 5 14
4:39|I|E40 Earliestl Talitl &1 T'filin00000005:4605:46am
4236@37 SunriselI00000000000000000000000006:4106:40am
4:36 115838 SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiii0iin9:1209:14am
43701538 (MageniAvraham:(8:3318:35am)
436 [IT5R7 SofiZ'maniT'filalonoo0o00010:02010:05am
4:37 71538 (MageniAvraham:19:3119:33am)
4:37 5139 Chatzotioiooiooooooooon1 1:44%4011:48am
: (halachicinoon)
4:36[7T5138
41 TS558 Minchal Gedolanoonoooon12:15012:18pm
4:2 | 1587 (earliest’Mincha)
436115837 PlagiMinchalioooinooooim3:45Y403:52pm
43515836 Sunsetl(00000000000000004:5405:01pm
437715338 (basedi onl seal level:1 4:4814:56pm)
4:36[1537 - -
43701538 www.ttidbits.com
4:39[715340 for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
42111534 lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
4:35 15837 Palm[vkrsion,Morahidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

Stalactite[F 21 919 ,9>0)
That's[the [ohe [hhnging fdom
above. [Stalagmite[E 2% 9I9) 9Pt

Howldb [ybu wantlybur[steak?
Rare, With[mintldaves, [please [hbw

| firstidouble thelast, littlelone |

MyMfather,Bdultsibnly,nylervant

& Justlat[therelidlcbnstructive
criticism, [there[isldbstructive[plaise.

From['A[CandlebyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein

AlCandle(byDay@#ThelAntidote#ThelNorld[bfChazal
by RabbilBhragalSilverstein

Nowlavailable[&t[054[209[P200

| Thelchnned[gbods(ateKosherPesach
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

This[Welale[thught[ftom[the [dommand
being[directed[tb[Moshelahd[Aharon[as
representatives[bf[ the[people.[That
role[s[dakenLdver[By[fhe[Sanhedrin
throughoutlthelgénerations.

Again, [Withoutdktail, [the [abovelrksults
in[al[Blan[A[fbr[thelchlendar[WhenWe
have[d[Sanhedrin[[Bast[dnd future 1]
and[alPlan [Blwhen [Weldon't[{like [nbow).
Plan[1B[has[the[Jendorsement[and
authority [df[Sanhedrin,Which [t [Why
weldurrently[Bave[d[danctified Jewish
Calendar.[(More,[sbmelakher[time.)

Ifltbchnically, [the [HACHEMU[S [directed
at[theJewish CpeopleAs[A[whole[T]
through[dur[lrkpresentative[Sanhedrin,
therelik[dnother[dspect[f[IACHEM
thatldbes[speakltblehchlahdlelery Jdw.
IfLdve iew [ the [doncept[ dbfLd[Jewish
Calendar[not[dnly[ak[alnhitzva[But[ak[al
giftflom [G [dltd His[pkople, thatMhich
Helghvelus[tb [skparate[us[ftom[allthe
other[nations,[sbmething[thatldemon[]
strates[dur[ihtimate[Partnership [With
GId..[then[What[the IACHEM[should
tellLéach Laflis[ik, [Get[do[RnowLthe
calendar.Use[it [Study il [Appreciatel[itl
Both [Plan[A[ahd[Plan

We'velwritten[ih [the[past[about[using
the[Jéwish [date[When [Writing[checks 1]
somethinglcbmpletelyldgallahdlatcept[]
able[id [3rael,[ahd [sbmething[special [tb
doltb[show[durlpride[ahd[jdy[ak[Being
Gld'slphrtners[idthe[Qalendar.

We've[Written [aboutlavoiding[ihdenti[]
fying[the [thonths[dflthe[divil[dalendar
by[dumbers,[dince[the[Torah[tells[ls

that[NisanC$hallCbe Cinonth (31, Chot
January.[LWhether[hisCis[h[halachic
issueldr(not[id[Besides[the[point.[Bven
ifCdne [k Chot[Horbidden o [tefer (1o
January[ds[thonth[#1,Why dould[We
want [t [iflid™lies(id [the [fdce" [Df[Nisan's
claimltdthathbnor.

Let's[fake[d[Ibokdt[AowLhuch[GId
wantsLour[partnershipLih [this[dpecial
(ongoing) [akt[df[Shnctification[dfTime.
In[the[time[df(Shnhedrin, [flalmhan [skes
thelfirstlvisibility [dfthe [linar [crescent,
helik[fo[do[Ho[the[headquarters[ bf
Sanhedrin [tb [tkstify [tb [What[He [shw[]
even [ifilif[id (Friday [dight. [Shabbat[steps
aside, [do [to Ldpeak, [dot[dnly [forife[]
threatening[situations, ButfbrKiddush
HaChodesh,[hsOvell. [Other[people
who[nhight[Be[necessary[ih [getting[the
possible[Witness[tb[Jérusalem[can[also
actLodn[Shabbatlih[d[anner[dhatliks
otherwise[fdrbidden.

Andor[Cvhat? [To [ testify[before[h
selectldommittee[df[Sanhedrin[jlidges
wholdreldxpertsldnd[dreldequiredtb
preldeterminelif] (When,[ahd [Wherelthe
moon [Will[Be Misible[dn [Elgiven[dight,
solthat[they[thay[dffectively[duestion
the[potential [(Witnesses.[They [Knowl[ih
advancelthelekactlcircumstancesoflthe
moon[dnd[dhe[Possible Witnesses[do
not.[Yet[they[travel [dn[Shabbat[ifilnec[]
essaryltblappearbeforelthelphnel.[The
SanhedrinLéven[has[the[duthority[fo
declare[JRosh [JChodesh[J(in[certain
cases) [if[Witnesses[don't[show[up.Yet,
potential WitnessesWiolate"[Shabbat[td
possibly[Be[akcepted.[Mhy? [IACHEM.
Prolaktive[phrtnership Mith[@Q[d

OUlsraellCenter(rT®38 ¢ 4 BlParshatB0Ob771



BO[stats

| 5th Lof [tHe [54 [sddras;
3rd ol (1] [inl(SH' mot

Written [oh [205.67 [hes [id [alTdrah, [rdnk: [24th
|4 pdrshiot; [BLapen, (61 clbsed

106 [pJsukim (inks (29 th [(3¢h [ (Bmot)
tied Lwith [Tldot [&IVAyigash; [Takger [tHan [edch

1655 [wbrds [Idnks (21 st [(3th (il SBmot)
6149 ekters [Miinks (20th [(dth [id [SBmot)

Rise [inl[rdnkings fbm [pJsukim [td [wbrds [&1Tekters
is [alrdsult [od(BD's [pYsukim [hding [mhuch [lahger
than [average [fdr [tHe (Tarah [{Tbngest [id (SH'mot).

MITZVOT

BO [hds (20 [miitzvot; (9Tpdsitive, [T] [pdohibitions
ending (a8 [setira [rin [of[pfactically [nd [miitzvot.
(Nitzavim, [(Wyeilech, Hhazinu (&I ot [HhB'racha,
all [od(Blreishit, (and [SH'mot [&IVA'eira (hive [altdtal
of (SLmiitzvot). [The [adher (35 [sddras (have [tHe [odher
608! [IfTwh [whre [td [cThssify [sddras [by [mitzva

count [tHere [wbuld (hd [6Tsddras [inl[tHe
mitzvapdcked Lcdtegory, [T [odher [sddras [id[duble
digits [(Bo [inlcluded), [T [sddras [with 319Tmiitzot, (8]
sedras [with [ode (ot [to [mitzvot, [and [TV [sddras
with [ [mitzot. FIVLTK bt (tHought [ydu'd [like [td

know)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary
[P>CX:Y [(Z)] EAnd [JS>CX:Y [{Z)] Ghdicate

startUofaLparsha[p’tuchalJor Cs’tuma
respectively. [X:Y Lk [Perek:PasukCbf[ the

beginning[dflthe [phrsha;[(¥)[[d[the[number
of [pfsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets]Care[the
Mitzvalcbunts[df[3efer (HaChinuchLAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[1 A=ASEI
(positive [Linitzva); [L=LAV [{prohibition) [T
Rambam[counts[positives[1(248)[land
prohibitions[(365) [deparately.[X:Y [k [the
perek[ahd[pasuk ftom [Which[the [chitzvalid

counted.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| I [plsukim [III0: | [T

[P> 10:100(11)] GOdOoncellagain
(previouslyllwithOFrogsllandIDever)
sendsll Moshel tol Par'oll (inl his
palace)ltoBvarnhboutlthed ocust.

SDT: Thelsignaturelof this week'slsedra
[MTBOLELTPAR'OTisCalphrase thatloccurs
threeltimes, leach|timelas anlintroduction
tolbnel of! the Plagues.[ Specifically, 'Gld
said to[Moshelto'comelbefore Par'o" for
thelmiddle plaguelofléachl 3 plaguelset/ 1]
FROGS, [ \DEVER[(animaldisease), land
LOCUST.[Baal'HaTurimpoints out[ that
whenGldsends I MosheltoUtheroyal
palace, Hel uses  thel term BO.[ When!| He
sends[him!fo the river(tolfind Par'o there,
Helusesthelterm LEICH.

ThisOtime,0however,OitdisOwithOthe
additionallstatementOthat0GOdOhas
hardenedlPar'o'slheartOsolthatOHis
wondershwilllbelkvidentholhll,lhnd
thatlhlllwilllknowHim.IMoshelhnd
Aharonll warnll Par'oll ofll thell poll
tentialldevastationl(theldescription
offiwhichlislnoticeablyllongerlthan
forotherlplagues).0Par'o'slservants
(advisors?)l pressurell Par'oll into
agreeingl tol releasel thel People.

OUllsraellCenterTTd38 ¢5 & ParshatBOb771

Par'oll offersl Moshel thell adults.
Moshe'sl replyll (somethingl which
becomeshlJewishthallmarkorlkhe
ageslMpunlintended)0isOthatdour
religiouslexperienceslimustlinclude
ALLO Jews,0 youngll andld old.
(Judaism0 placesl all premium0 on
ChinuchllandlonOtheltransmission
oftknowledgelbndlvaluesfromlbne
generationll toll thell next.)0 Par'o
rejectslthislandlexpelsIMoshelland
Aaronlfrombhislpresence.

LocustiwerelbentlbylGIdIobunish
Egyptbyldevouringlthelproducelbf
thelland.O ThisOwasl"measurelfor
measure"ll punish[ll mentl for0 the
excessivelfieldDandOplantingdwork
thatOPar'ollimposedlonlthedPeople
ofll Israell in0 order0 tol demoralize
themOand0tolpreventl themlfrom
havinglhlhormaldamilylife.

Commentaries[pbintloutlthatPhr'olahd
the[Egyptianslcbntinuallylover [did[their
oppression[And[enslavement[bf[ the
Jews.[Bven[iflWe[Were[tb[slggest[that
punishment[dsClinfair[(o[those[Who
werelaktinglakcording[td [Gd's[Wishes,
soltb[speak, ahd[chrrying[dut[His[Plan,
itLisHor[dhe [ éxcesses[that[dhey[dre
beinglhkld[strictlylatcount[dble.Yes, [
toldlybultdrbugh [them [ub, Bt Mlhkver
said[dnything[dbout[Beating[fhem[do
mercilessly." [{ThisCdoes[dot[hean[to
suggestlthatlpeople[wWho["play [alphrt[id
Gld's[dlans"[dreldot[Held[dccountable
for[dheirOregular"[dctions.[They[dre.
But[therel[ik[special(dmphasis[dn[the
excesses.[Having[the[people[slave[dt
makingblickslidlohething. Withholding
straw [for [dhe [purpose [k [xcessively
cruel.[Ebrlekample.)

On[the[Cbther[hand,[(the[kexcessive
cruelty[bf[ the [Egyptians[is[partially
responsible,[ o[ to[$peak,[Hor[ GId's
switching[tb [His[Midat[HaRachamim[ih
judging[the[people,[Hrom[the[ Midat
HaDin[Which Lhight[have [ keptLdsLih
Egyptldnger.[Mheldriginal[prophecy [td
Avraham[Avinu[dalled[(fbr[400Lyears.
Actualltime[spentlid [Egypt[(hotlelenlid
slavery)Cvas[Yonly"[2 10 years.[The
inclusion[dflthelyearsffomYitzchak's
birth id[(¢an (bl [sken[ak) [G [d's[rkaction
(soltb[speak)[tb[the[dxcessive[Harsh[]
ness[offthe[Epyptianlekperience.

Levi([[3kcond[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [IIT0: 1 2[23

[S> 10:12@9)] GdOtellsIMoshellto
raisell hisll handsl overl thel land.
Moshel raisesl hisO staffll andl the
locustlcome.l0Soloverwhelminglis
thislplague,OthatOPar'ol"hurries"0to
calllformMoshelhnddAharon,hdmits
tolthemOthatOheOhasOsinned,0and
askslthemUtolOpraylforfthelremoval
offthislkerriblelplague.Moshelldoes
so,0andlal"reverse"0windlcauses
thelocustltolkotally[disappear.0GOd
oncelhgainthardensPar'o'sfheart.

[P> 10:2109)] Plaguel#90MDark(
nessl (justO likel #30 Licel andd #6
Boils)dsbroughtBvithoutBvarning.

Thelthricelrbpeated(pattern[i$[{(l)[find
Par'o[Cht[ the[[Nile[Chnd[HeliverCkhe
warning, [(2)[gb [tb [His [phlace[ahd [Bring
thelWarning[“tloser [tb[Home",[ahd [(B)
twice[Warned[id[slfficient;[He Won't [t
the[Reopleldo, [Bring[theldext[Plague
without[ddditionallWarning.[Addition[]
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ally,[there[i [dn[dscalation [ih[deverity
from[dhelfirst[do [ the[deconddo[the
third[Plaguelih[dach[set[df[3[Plagues.
The[J0th[plague[3tands[dlone:[Par'o
was[Warned[df[it (up[front" [EAnd[it[it
mentioned Linore[ than[bncelhs[the
"ultimate" [plinishmentfdr Egypt.

Darkness,0anl unusual,d unnatural,
tangibleddarknessl(notOmerelylthe
absenceloflllight),0descendsdupon
thelEgyptianslfordalparalyzingl3
daysl(RashillindicatesOthatOitOwas
forl60days).0IndtheldJewishOneighl
borhoods,Iherelslight.

Let's[define[Inatural"[darkness[ds[the
absenceldf[light. (Consistent[With [the
other[Makot,[the[plague[df[Darkness
was[nbt[nhtural. Sbme [df[the luhnatural
qualities[afthe[Darknessof [Epyptwere
that[ilwhas[siibstantive, ahd[that[lighting
alfireWould[dot[dispellit.[This[Was[d
supernatural[]darkness.[]Perhaps,[1a
darkness[like[pre[@reation[Harkness
(B'reishit[1:2).[Along[theselines[{but
different)[is[dn [dxplanation [dttributed
toltheMilna[@aon.[Darkness, [akWell 2k
Light, [i[d[dreation;[it[it[dot[jlist[the
absence[df[light. (Oneldflthe Thws[df
nature[that[G[dldreated[ik[dhat[Tight
dispelsl] darkness.[] During[] Makat
Choshech,[J nature[] was[] turned
upside [down [dhrkness|dispelled lizht.

SDTY: "Manldidlhot[seel hislfellow, hor
didallpersonlrisel|from[his[place..."
Chidusheil [HaRim Uwrites Uthatthisisla
descriptionlof thelworselkind ofl darkness
inlhumanllife, Ghenlapersonldoes(not(see
thelsufferingloflhis(fellow. Not only does
helnotlextendlhislhand(tolhelpthelother,
but(thelultimate resultlis thelinability_ of
thelindividual(toeven[ helphimself.[ The

PeoplelofIsraellhadlight throughout|their
dwellings.[MayWwelalways[belableltolsee
theplightloflour(fellowlJews and respond
withacts of ] Chesed! ) worthy of ] our
Heritage.

Shilishi[IThird[Aliya
9[plsukim [II10:24 I :3

Par'olkcallstforMoshellndkellshim
tolgo,levenlwithOthelchildren,Obut
tol leavell thel livestockl behind.
MoshelnsiststhatIALLGBwillleave.

Par'olloncellagainlrefuses,Jandlthis
timelhelthreatensldeathl(helOhad
Moshe'slin0minddTNGOdMappliedit"
inl all differentd way)O ifl hel sees
Moshel again.ll Hell thusll inadver(
tentlylprophesiesOhislownldeath.
ThisOisOpartOoflthel"topsyldturvy"
aspectslbflthelExodus.

[P> 11:10(3)] GO "reminds"
Moshell thatl therel isll onell more
plaguellthel'real"bne;thelbnelhat
waslpresentedduplfront,Othelone
mentionedbeforelhlllbflthelbthers)
andl thenlO Par'oll willl sendl the
peoplelbnltheirBvay.

GdOtellsDMosheltoltelldthelpeople
toll "borrow"l thingsl froml their
neighbors. Hell says0 thatl the
Egyptiansl willl miraculouslyll feel
kindlyll towardsl thel Jewsl (even
thoughlthelJewsOarelresponsible,
in0theleyeslofllthelEgyptians,Ofor
theirlrecentl suffering).0 GOdO even
implantedlinlthelkeyeslofltheEgypl
tianslhnthdmirationhndrespector
Moshe.

Rashildoints[dut[the[unusual Way[that

OUlsraellCenter(rT38 ¢ 7 BlParshatB0Ob771

Gldlihstructs[Moshe o[ Halk [Ho[the
people.[Helshys, "please".[DABER[NIA.
Rashildxplains[that[&[dldid[dot[Want
Avraham[Avinultb["tomplain"[thatlthe
oppressionLprophesied[$houldCtome
true,[But[dot[the [Promise Ldf[Tkaving
EgyptUIwith[Ugreatllwealth.[L1Hence,
Moshe, [please[speak[tb[the[peoplelahd
have[them[thke...[Targum [@nkeles,[dn
the[lother[hand, LkranslatesLINALhs
NOW/ (hot[please).

R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
27 [plsukim [0 :4 [112:20

[S> 11:45)] Moshelbays,On0GId's
name,thatOHeOD(GOd)OwillOkillDALL
Egyptianll firstborns,0 thatl the
screaminglfrom[thelkillingslwilllbe
unprecedented,land0thatlinOtotal
contrast,lutterfiranquilitylwilllreign
inftheJewishlhrea.

[S> 11:9002)] GMdUsaysOthatOPar'o
willloncelagainlrefusel evenl this
threat,O0solthatOtheOfulllcoursedof
wonderslandOmiraclesOwilldbenefit
thePeoplelbflsrael.

SDTY: Onelcommentatordaysthat Moshe
was U distraught[ by lthelextent| \to lwhich
Par'olventinlhis refusallfollet the People
go. [ Suchldedicationltowickedness|in[the
faceloflsuchldevastating [punishTient Wwas
trulydishearteningto Moshe. [How!danthe
powerof evil[bellsostrong? " How!can
someonelfightlagainstlitiandlhopeltowin?
Gld'sCanswerUwasthat it Cwas [ He \Who
hardened and strengthened[Par'o's heart.
Leftlonhislown, [Par'o wouldlhavegivenlin
longl[before. [ Theoretically, [ Gld tould do
this folpunishlus, [but(inlthis daselithvas [for
ourlbenefit.

SDTY: ThelSfas Emesmarvelslatithe fact
thatlonly G ldwouldl givelthe power(tola
wicked|person!toloppose Him. [ Why Wwould
Gld(givelPar'olthelabilityfo defy Him?In
order( tollbringaboutthel imarvelsland
wonders[of the Exodus, [so(thatthe People
of Usrael shall knowbeyond doubt[ that
Gldhas(faken them|out oflIEgypt.

[S> 12:1[{20)] GOdcommandslthe
settingluploflithedJewishOcalendar
[4,A153 12:2]0evenlbeforelweleft

Egypt.

Helthencommandstheltakingoflh
lambUOorlgoatOforleachlhousehold
(or0 so).0 Thel animall wasl tol be
takenlon0thel10thOoflNissan0(this
rulell wasl forll "Pesachl] Mitzrayim"
only,DandOnotlfor0futuredPesachs;
thereforelitlisOnotOcountedlamong
thelmitzvotDoflkhedT orah)hndheld
forlthell 4thloflkhedmonth,whenlit
wasl toll bell slaughteredd inl the
afternoon [5,A55 12:6].0ItsOblood
wasltollbelsmearedldonltheldoorl
postsll andl lintell (onlyl thatl first
Pesach).l Thel sacrificel isl toll be
eatenlonlthelnightOoflithed15thOof
Nissan [6,A56 12:8],0havinglbeen
roasted,l eatenl withl matzall and
maror{thislbeinglpartbflthelnitzva
"forll thel generations",0 butl not
countedeparatelylhmonglTaryag);
thatls,heitherltookedhorlpartially
done [7,L125 12:9],0butlroasted
whole.[Nolpartlwaslktobeleftlover
untillmorning [8,L117 12:10];0any
leftoversll werell toll bell burned
(43,A91 12:10IhotrountedFrom
ParshatBo).OtOvastolbelkatenbvith
"beltlkied",linlhaste,readytoleave
(thesel detailsl arell forl Egyptian
Pesachlbnly).
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MiczvaWatcch

Korban[PesachLis[h[ kind[Jof[Jare
example[oflalpiece [df[téxt[id [the Torah
that[rhixes[dpisode[With [rhitzva.[Much
moreldften, Melfihd[elther/or.Idlidalblt
confusing[o Ldistinguish [(Between[the
details Lof[ the Linitzva Lbf[L KP[{or[All
generations[ahd[thoselelements[dflthe
story[dflthe[Exodus[whichWere[mheant
onlyfbrlthatfirst[Besach. [lh [fact, [it[i3
not[jlist[donfusing;[it[i{ [impossible[tb
accurately[differen [Hate [Between[the
two[chtegories[dfldetails...[WITHOUT
the[Dral[aw. [TheMalmudlidformslus
as[to[What[donstitutes[the[thitzva[Ldf
KP.COThedWritten[dWordis[CInot
complete.[@ur[Torah[donsists [ df[two
inseparable[parts[[Tthe[MVritten[(MVord
and[the[Oral[llaw[{embodied[ih[the
Talmudldnd[dther[sources).[This[3[d
fact[that[i$[deinforced[dver[dnd[dver
again[throughoutL the[Torah.[If[bne
attempts[do[dinderstand[dhe[Written
Word[without[khe[1Oral[Law[hnd
Tradition, (thereQvill[(Be [donfusion[dt
best[and[distortion[and[gerversion[df
Gld'sWord, atworst.

Thenl GOdO willl "pass through"
Egyptl onl thatl night,0 killl the
firstborns,0 andl "passfover"D (great
EnglishthameOorthelholiday,[Hon't
youlthink?)OthelJewishOhomelwith
thell bloodOmarks.' ThisO shall
becomelalholidaylforJalllgenerall
tions.0MatzotOareltoObeleatenlfor
sevenlldaysllandlonlErevlPesach,
ChametzlistoObeleliminateddfrom
ourl homes [9,A156 12:15].
(Eatingll Chametzl onll Pesachlis(a
rejectionl ofll membershipl inl Klal

Yisrael,Dhencelthelpunishmentlof
"excision".)

Thelbasisloflly omT ovlisketldown
inl 12:16,0 M specificallyll that
Melachal isll prohibited,0 asl on
Shabbat,lexceptfor"thatOwhichlis
neededdorfood".

Thelsourcellofll"sh'mura"Omatzalis
in0 12:17.0 Thel mitzval ofll eating
matzall onll sederl night [10,A158
12:18]0 sl followedld byl the
prohibitionloflowningloflichametz
during( allll ofll Pesach [11,0L200
12:19].0Foodslcontaininglchametz
arelforbidden [12,L198 12:20].

MitzvaWatcch

Because[ the[prohibition[bf[ thametz
and[the[thitzva[dflrhatzalare[linked[tb
each [dther[ih[the[same[gasuk,[Weldo
notiew[Matzalds[d[purely[positive
time[rklated[itzva. [ Hence,[lvomen
are[dotLdxempt.[Ih[fhct,[lvomen[dre
obligated [ lto[perform Uother [ISeder
mitzvot[ak [alpackage [deal [With [thatza.
Specifically, livomen[dreLdbligatedLdn
the[mitzvaldf(Hagada[[lthey [should[nbot
be[dilent[dbservers[dt[the Seder,[But
should[participate [ih [ransmission Lof
thelskory[and[details[tb [their[dhildren
andlguests.[MVomen[ake[alsol[dbligated
(for[d[different[deason)[to [drink fbur
cups LbfCvine, Lvhich Cis[Ch[Rabbinic

command.

€hamishiGth(Aliya
8[plsukim [II2:2 |

[P> 12:21008)] Moshellgatherslthe
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eldersl ofll thell Peoplel andl relays
GId'sl instructions.O Hel alsol tells
them[thatOwhenltheOPeoplelgetlto
Eretz[lVisrael,theylwilllcontinuelto
commemoratel thel eventsl ofll the
Exodus,0 withll questionsll and
answersll from0 onel generationl to
thelpreviousllone.0ThelPeopleldo
asltommanded.

Notelthe [familiarity [dfl(the[tbxt[(think
Hagada) [but[lsoLhote[the [ different
combinations[dfiqliestionslahdahswers
between[Torahlahd[Hagada.

MoshelltellsthelpeoplelthatOwhich
GOdO hadd previouslyll commanded
him[ tol telll them.O Herel itd says:
TakelalbundleloflhyssopdEIZOV),
diplitdinOtheObloodloflthelKorban
Pesach,landOdaublitdon0Othellintel
andltheltwolHoorposts.

Notice: Not[dnly[i$[doing[ihto[Bretz
YisraelJpart[Jof[Jthe[JPromises[]of
Redemption, [but[id [the[Aws [af [Korban
Pesachltherelidiréferenceltb[When lybu
willlecbmeltd the[Chnd..."

SDT: ThelTorahliellslus thatwhen Gld
willpassthrough\Egypt[smiting[their

firstborns, Land! He[will[ seelblood[on| the

doorpostsland!lintelslof thelJewish homes,
HelwillTnotUlet[the"Destructive Force"”
(MAL'ACHUHAMAVET, Angell bf! Death)
tolL.comel to yourhomes... Whatwas! the
MASHCHIT doinglin Egypt.on| that hight,
when(thel Hagada statesthat(it[was Gld
Himselfl] wholl smotel] thell Egyptian

firstborns? [ Some! explain|that the [ MASH']

CHITUwasinlcharge, UsoUtoUspeak, Cof
"regularlyscheduled|deaths".|GdIdid ot
allowhim/[ tolenter alJewish homel that
nightlsolthel¢ontrastWith Egypt Wwouldbe
total.[) Meaning] that [ thosel who[l were

"scheduled" tol diel that! night werel given
anUextensioninUorder tohighlightUthe
contrast'between Egyptland|Israel.

Shishi [[Sixth[Aliya
23 [plsukim [IIIR:29 5

[S> 12:29[18)] Itlcomesltolpasslhat
exactlyllmidnightlthatlthelEgyptian
firstbornshhrelsmitten,hndthatlthe
Egyptiansshowerlthel JewsOwith
gifts,[hindhurrylthembnliheirBvay.

[P> 12:3706)] AndkolthelPeople
ofllisraellleavelEgypt.0ThelPeople
leavellinlsuchOhastelthatOtheyltake
quickbakedl breads withld them
withoutltakingltheltimeOtoDletOthe
doughl¥ise.lApprox.0600,0000men,
plusll women[l andl childrenl leave
Egypt,OtogetherOwithOmanyOEgypl
tiansOwholhrelkmartlenoughlolflee
withlthem.0ThuslendsOall4300year
periodlofllexilel{accordingltoltome
opinions,OthisllisltheltimelfromOthe
B'ritbein[HaB'tarimtolthelExodusl
thislisDanotherOwaylotllexplaining
whenlthe["enslavelmentObegan").
ThatlnightOshalllbelalspeciallnight
forll alll ofll Israell throughl the
generations.

[P> 12:43X8)] Thel Torahlnow
shiftslfromlrelatinglthelstorylotlthe
ExoduslbackltoltheldrulesOfordthe
Korbanl Pesach.l Jewsll wholl have
"leftl Judaism"O andd embraced
anotherlreligion [13,01128 12:43],
nonlJjews, evenl thosell wholl are
committeddtodthellSevenNoahide
Laws [14,L126 12:45] maylhotlkat
KorbanlPesach.OThelKorbanOmust
beleatenlinlonelplace;removinglit
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from0itsOplacelisOforbidden [15,
L123 12:46],[hslisbreakinglhbone
in0it [16,L121 12:46].00nly0Jews
participate.0AnOuncircumcisedJew
maylnotleatloflithelKP [17,L127
12:48].0A0truelconvertltodJudaism
islequalltolbbornlJew.0ThelPeople
didlhslbommanded.

[S> 12:5141)] Onlthisverylday,
thelnmultitudeleftEgypt.

Sh'VII[gkventh[Aliya
| 6 [plsukim [IIIB: | (16

[P> 13:1010)] AsOalcommemol
rationJofllthel Exodusl (specifically
plaguel #10),0 wel arel toll sanctify
firstbornsll (human,ld kosherll farm
animals,lhnddonkey.OEachltypelof
"b'chor"ll isl treatedl differently)
[18,A79 13:2].0 Thell Torahl sets
downl thell yearlyll observancel of
Pesach,Bvenlhfterlentrylntoldsrael.

CLARIFICATION: In[BO,[iwve
havelthe[general [cbmmand[cbncerning
thelshnctity [df[the[first[Borns[ahd[the
specificslabout[dne[type [the firstborn
donkey.Elsewhere[are[lthe[ldetails
aboutUirstborn[Humans[dnd[those[df
the 3 [types[dfldomesticated [Animals 1]
cow, [gbat,[sheep.

Chametzll may[l notll bell eaten [19,
L197 13:3] norlevenll owned [20,
L201 13:7] onlPesach.itlisOalmitzva
tolrelatellthellstoryloflwhatOhappened
[21,A157 13:8] atltheOSeder.O0T'filin
alsoll servel asl all reminderl ofll the
Exodus.ll Pesachll mustl bel in0 the
spring,ltheltimebflirenewallbtlhature.

This[dequires[Sanhedrin[tdo[ddd[dn[dxtra

month[from[kime ko[ kime[ko[I'push”
Pesach[into[Jthe[dspring. (IWithout[a
Sanhedrin,ve[have [ [fixed[pattern for
| 3[mhonth[ears;[{years[B,[6,8,11,14,17,
and [P [df[aTTH [ykar[cycle hhve [tvo [Adars)
when[we[have[Ja[dSanhedrin,Cit[has
discretionaryl] leeway[] within[ specific
guidelines.

[P> 13:110(6)] Al firstborndmale
donkeylmustbelredeemed [22,[A81
13:13] (bylgivinglalsheeplorlitslvalue
toll all kohen)l orll destroyedl (ifll the
ownerlrefusesltodredeemlit [23,A82
13:13] (alessesirablelhlternative).

Thell Torahl reiteratesd thel signifill
cancell ofll thell youngerll generation

askinglandOreceivinglanswersdabout
thelbriginbfltheNation.

Thelr'filinlhnglelshlsolfepeated.

Theltivo [fihal [pbrtions[df [BO [(All [df[Sh'vi'i)
join[the[tWofirst[portions [df[the [Sh'malak
the[fbur[Jassages[dflthe[Torah[dontained
inCeachCofCthe Clewo CIT filinC(written
together[dn(alsingle[strip [dflphrchment[ih
the['shelyad" ChndCon[four Ckeparate
parchmentsCinsertedCinto[four [Histinct
chambers[id [the[Mhellrbsh").

Haft¢ara | 6[plsukim[I

Yirmiyahul4b:13[28

Parallell tol thel sedra,0 Egypt's
downfalll(atlthelhandsloflBavel)lis
prophesied.[(ItHisOquitelrarelthatla
prophecyltolhnotherhationdslused
aslallHaftara.)0Israel,0howMever,
shalllnotfear;0GOdOisOwithOus!OThe
pasukl thatO assuresduslaboutl the
UltimatedRedemptiondmentions
thatllitbmighthappenlinftheldistant
future.0Nonetheless,Owelshalllnot
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despair.0 ThisO canl bell seenll in
contextloflthelwelllknownlnotion
thatltheMashiachOwillleitherdcome
inthisthppointedltime,lorlbooner.dt
dependsliponlis.

ThelBabylonianthrmylisdcompared
withll thell countlessll naturell of
swarmslofllocust.OThusOEgypt[falls
tol locustll againl M and therel is
anotherltonnectionlfolthelkedra.

‘DiwvreilMenachem

Parshat/Bolinclines(us/to/seethehand/of
Gldllin[matureTprimarily, Jof‘course,
throughlthevariousplaguesidescribed
intheparsha. Butthowmanyofus/seelin
the[firstCever lcommand[lgiven[tothe
entire(peoplelaldivine play with[hature
that] has[] both[] spiritual[] and[] ethical
ramifications?

"And/Hashem/said...this/month[shall(be
for(youltheheadl ofl alllmonths;[it shall
belfor[youlthe(firstloflall[the months[of
theJyear([] (Sh'mot(112:1).[1This[Imonth,
Nissan,[like[alll the[ bthers, was[to[ be
usheredlin[partially[ by[ivitnessesivho
spottedithenew(moon.Andthus/would
the[Jewish[peoplelestablish[themselves
aspartnerswith(Hashemfor(all time.

Thelmonth[of( Nissanlis the month that
symbolizes'Redemption/and Renewal. It
mustfalwaysloccur(in/Aviv, spring(Tltime,
inlorder(toldrawus(fothe lessons(ofthe
firstCredemptionfromEgypt.[It[Jis[a
month(for(us(landhotforthe nhations;[it
isfforfuslthe(firstlinonthlof the[yearlby
which/alllourunique Jewishholidays/are
lateriestablished.

Rosh[Chodesh[Nissan[not only[shapes
therest(of(the Jewish calendar; it[is[also
the(New Year(that(stirsimemories(oflour
transformationlifrom[Islaves(itoJallfree
peoplefor[whom[timeis[how pertinent
and[] functional.[] For[] now] wel] were
suddenlylable[tolrelate[to[the[ltime[]
honoredmitzvot[]associated[ with[the
months(landthe[]Jewish[Tholidays. For
now, [asJews, wewere[suddenlylableto
takelIstrength( lfrom/the[lwaxing(lofl 'a
dormantmoonlthatwould,step/by(step,
bringlincreasinglightin/tothe world.
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: A0 locall minyan’ for
MinchaonShabbat often! starts before the
earliest'time permitted. When'1 asked about
it, they|said they|are\careful that the Amida'is
donelat thelproper time. Isithat good enough?

ANSWER: The 6nly/primary Source
we[foundon[thelimatter[is the[Tzitz
Eliezer[J (X:20),0J who[J infers[] from
classicalsources(thatTorah readingland
evenUvalll’tzion hustBeatthe Proper
time[for[Mincha. Helis[¢ited [by[T'fila
K’hilchatal(21:90)(and[ Isheil Yisrael
(36:90) [withoutJalmachloket. (Ishei
Yisraellalsoltelates[alless tonclusive
orall] ruling(] from[] Rav[] Chayim
Kaniefsky[tol[try[tolavoid[doing[5o.)
Although(the[Tzitz[ Eliezer[ does[not
provetherelis(an[issuewith[Ashrei, he
assumes 0ne [should Wait [for fit[as well.

Let[us[analyzelthe[matterourselves.
Torah(] reading[] was[] instituted[] “at
Mincha”CofTShabbat "due o yoshvei
k'ranot[] (Bavall Kamall 82a).[J Rashi
explains[ that[these[ lare[ businessmen
wholldon’t[ Jhear[ 1Torah[Jreading( Jon
Mondayland[Thursday, and[so(this[is
their(Jadditional [ Ireading.[ 1 The[IShita
M'kubetzet[(ad [oc.)[Says[thatitTasfo
dolwith[the[fact[that[any[peoplelget
drunk(during(the(dayldnd [welset(d[time
for[Torah(readinglalong[Wwith[Mincha,
whichlis(altimeloflgood(will, fo[show
that[weldre[different. [For[Some(1eason,
the (Tzitz[Eliezer JassumesJthat[that
wouldhavefobelat[afimeWhen[one
can[daven[Mincha. Helalso[ tites the

mishnall(Megilal131a),[ Iwhich,[lafter
listing[the[various(Torah readings, says
thatleachonelshould e latlits time.

It[is ot ¢lear, [though, tolallposkim
thatthis(short[ShabbatKri’at(HaTorah
has(to be(directlylatMincha. TheEshel
Avraham[(Butchatch[1292)raises[a
doubt[whether, [at[Teast fundamentally,
onelcan[dothe Torah[reading[lin[a
manner [that[is mot[delated [fo[davening
Mincha.[Seel alsol[ YaskilAvdi[ (VIII,
OCI[B8), wholsaysl that[onel tan[layn
after[people(privatelyldavened Mincha,
and[even[after[ sunset. It[isalwvalid
question[ whether! the! relating[ ofl this
reading(to[Minchaltellsus(tol(at(least
preferably)attach[the[teading[to[the
daveninglofiMinchalor[whether[it[Was
instituted(at(the fimelofMincha. Tflthe
formerl(is(dorrect, [itmakes [Sense [that[if
itfisCdoneminutes[beforethe fimelof
Mincha, [it[should [be[fine. After[all,
P’sukei[D’zimralis(meant[toleadlinto
Shacharit, “andlit[can[be[donel earlier
thanShemoneh[Esreilcan[(seeIshei
Yisrael(16:15).ButliflKri’at[Hatorahlis
tolbelat(thetimelofl Mincha, [it[Should
probablymot(beldarlier.

Welhavebeenlassuming thatfthe fimelin
ourl¢alendars(islabsolute. Thelgemara
(Yomal28b)(says(that[while[(Minchalis
modeled[ after[ thelafternoonl( sacrifice,
whichwas [broughthalflan Thour[after
chatzotl] (astronomicall]l midday),
Avraham[]would[] daven[J right[] after
midday. [Tosafot[(Nida[63b)and[the
Magen[JAvraham[(458:1)Care[lamong
those [lwho[Jsaythat[conceptTually
Minchalislat[¢hatzot, just[that[Wwelare
concerned (weltay/(dolit[too(early. Tt[is
notl[ sol simplel that(thel samel concern
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applies(tolTorah[readinglor[ Ashreil &
UvallL’tzion. Furthermore, [the Mishna
B'rural(233:2)[suggests[that[ after[the
fact,[onewhol[davened [ Minchalin[the
halfl Thour[lafter[Ichatzot[Ifulfills[the
mitzva, Jwhich[Jmakes[Ithe[Jcaselfor
leniencyCstronger,JasCstarting[Jafew
minutes beforethe timelliscertainly
afterJ chatzot.[] There[lis[] also[Jsome
question[{see[Sha’ar[HaTziyun[233:8)
how[to[calculatel the[Thalfl hour[(30
minutes] or[J onel] twenty[fourth[] of
daylight).Thus, during/certain[times[of
thelyear, itight bepossibletoldaven(a
little[earlier( than[the[ time[ ‘on[ most
calendars.

Thel Tzitz[ Eliezer[ relies( strongly[ on
kabbalistic[Sources[that[the[$piritually
appropriate[time[for[UvalL tzion and
Kri’at[] Hatorah[J isJ the[J afternoon
(Minchaltime). Besides the question
whetherWeldrebound by[such(sources,
sincewelare[falking/about(after(chatzot
(thus, [afternoon)(whyshould that Thalf
hourmotBedppropriate?

Wellack(the conviction[toltulelagainst
the[Jimportant[Istringent[ ruling[Icited
without[Iclear[Jsources[ Ifor[/leniency.
However, [ welfeel that[$inceltherelare
few[$ources and mot compelling[logic
for[stringency, oneshould Mot [protest(d
minyan’s[practicelfolstart Minchalafew
minutes Searly”.

"ETHICAL[] ISSUES[] IN
THECORPORATIONI[5]"

A["Challenges/of Money" [article
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Theldorporate formafBusiness [resents
all(theimorallissues[facinglinvestors,
directors, iworkers, Cpublic[regulators,
andlinternal Cor[externalauditors. CAs
such, [it seems[that[this(would [ bela
fittingplacelfoloutline@aTorahWaylout
ofthe Tethical Tmaze[Iconfronting[Jall
individuals, before we move[foldiscuss
issuesfacinglsociety.

Theliotto[that["morelislalways[better
than(less"[drives[immorality, Since[that
islaldesirelthatican mever belsatiated. "It
is[difficult/for(one's Hands(to belentirely
clean[ofl theft. [Theeyes, [linsteadof
being(tuled by thehearttolreject[that
whichbelongs(foldthers, pulltheheart
after(them [folseek[tation Talization for
the[ acquisition[] ofl] all[] that[] seems
beautiful] and[] desirable"[] (Mesilat
Yesharim,[PrateiThaNekiyut, Ip.117).
Greed[leads[tollegoism[andthen[all
formsCoflimmorality, [(fraud Cand Cerime
are[ possible; [ (Gezeilal1:9[12).[While
Eisavlsays["I[have much", Wwhich[did
not[stop/him[accepting/more, whereas
Yaakovl[ correctlytaught, T havelall".
This[conceptl bfl enoughlisl thel most
powerful [pre(ltequisitel for[morality[in
every(field(oflife.

AllT monetary[] immoralityis[] either
geneiva, (in[Secret, [Or(gezeila, Wherelthe
perpetratorfeels[securelin his ‘power.
However,[therelare[no(secret/¢rimes/in
Torah, for[(G[d isAlllseeingland[He
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remembers [all[our(actions.[Solfoo,itlis
impossible[tolevade the [punishment[of
thel] Just[] and[] All[] powerfull] GId.
Regarding(1 lifneil] iver,[] ona'ah,
withholding[wages, [false Wweights[and
measures, Land [1ibit, the Torah [writes
"youlshallfear[your[G[d".[This[fear(is
perhaps(the ostpower ool [preventing
crime.

EthicallIbehavior[Jis,[ Jconsciously[lor
unconsciously, [equated[ with[legality,
frequently(tends(tobe(relativelor(situal]
tional,land(is[tegarded(as[¢ssential [ for
mutual [protection [or benefit. However,
in[truth, Cethics[Jand[morality[ begin
where[thelaw[$topslandlall(tooloften
theyhavelalpriceland(al¢ost.[Rabbi(S.
R.[Hirschlteaches(thatMourlconduct[is
to[belguidedalways by that[which[is
goodlandtightlin(the eyes of[Gld.[We
must[]not[ I merely[] obey[] the[] duties
dictated "by[Torah[Law[but[Talsobe
guidedbythe[$piritfofl goodness and
truthléxplicitfin[thatLaw. Where(there
islahigher,positivedand[good[purpose,
welshould forego even [thoselrights/that
are(legallylours"[(D'varim(6:18[19).

DavidJHaMelekh[lasks[]wholJwould
dwelllin[Gld'sTabernacle, @ndanswers:

"HeOwho Jwalks DinCOfaith ([ that G [d
provides(allThismeeds, soheearns his
livelihood[] with[ integrity],[] creates
Justice [[through Ceconomic[righteous
ness|,[and [Speaks the fruthlinhisheart
[reveals[the defects[in his[goodsland
avoids[geneivatda'at].[Helhas[nol$lan[]
derlonlhis[tongue[[does notldeprecate
thelintegrity,[goods, prices[or($ervices
ofthis/¢ompetitors]morldoes(evil[tolhis
fellow[[by['damaging[their[ property,

healthor[‘aesthetic[lenjoyment[or[ by
encroaching( on[ their[ livelihood],[ hor
casts[Idisgrace[lon[Janybody[[through
harassment[ or[Jthrough[Jbrowbeating
employees(or(debtors]. Inlhiseye, that
which s despicablelisrepulsive, but
honors[thosewho[fearG[d. Helhas
sworn[but[never[changes his[oath[{in
orderffolévadehis(obligationsoridefault
on(his[dontracts].[Hel[doesmotTendout
hismoney/atlinterest[Jeven ot through
stratagems [ or[J legal( fictions[J while
lending(his moneylinterest free] morhas
heltakenl[al bribel[to[ bbtain[ business
advantages/orlgscapefines/forbreaches
oflthelaw]. [ He[Wwho fulfillsall these,
shall mot[falter mor waver" (T'hilim(15).

And[welJaskourselves, [lcan[people
reallyliveiip [fo [these[demands?Surely
we [ could[] ask(] the[lsamel] question
regardingkashrutCor[taharat"hamish [’
pacha?[]However, [l therelis[ nothing
demanded(by[Torahthat[érdinarymen
andJ women[] cannot[] observe.[] This
applies[] even[] more[] regarding[] our
money, [ lwhere[Jthere[Jis[Jan[Jexplicit
promisel Jofl IG[d's[IProvidence.[1"You
openl[Yourlhands(and(satisfythe meeds
ofleveryliving being".[So the[Rambam
tells his/Sonin HisTastwill: "Therelis Mo
betterlantidote[to[the [ weakness[oflthe
heart[] than[] al] combination[] of(] the
qualities [] of (] truth [l and [ justice.[] Be
thereforezealous [ for[the[welfare Jof
others, [even[lifnim [ mishurathadin;
keepyourWwordland[domotlevadelyour
publicdrprivate promises, [€itherverbal
or[] written.[] Rejectl] fraudulent,
underhand, @nd inlawfulpractices. Do
not[partakeoflanything, Targeor(small,
thatCis[notCyours.[Beproudofl your
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morallvalues[land[content[ Jin[]your
faithfulness, [ ffor[Jthere[lis[no[greater
nobility[] and[] noll morel! glorious
inheritance". 4

Par'o's[Free[Will[+
Use[It[or[Lose[It?

Guestlhrticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim(Sprecher
Dean[0ff5tudents,[Diasporall eshiva

"Andll{GID)halllhardenlPar'o'stheart"
(Sh'motll 7:3).0 Thisll versell raisesl a
difficultlhndlbasicluestion.[Howltould
Par'oll bell punishedl forll notl releasing
ISRAEL,lwhenlitl(seemsthatllit)Iwas
GIDIOWhollpreventedlhimlfromldoing
s0?

Howlldolwellexplainlthelhardeninglof
Par'o'sllheart?IDidlGDsuddenlylturn
Par'olintolhlbuppet?[Didlheltakelhway
hislhuman(freellvill?

Rambamlprovidesllanlanswer.OHelkays
thatlnonellofllthellbiblicalllinstanceslof
GIblakingthwaylhlperson'slfreedomlbf
willlshouldlbellreadlliterally.ORather,
theylkhouldlbellinderstoodlhslinstances
inwhichlhnlndividuallbroughtlhboutlh
curtailinglbflhis[¥reelwilllhndlthoicelhs
a|:|resuItDofﬂhisDownDactionsD(Hilchot
Teshuvall 6).0 1t isl Rambam's under(]
standinglthatlhumanlbeingsltanlreatelh
habitualll forml ofll behaviorll which,
practicedlenoughloverllalllongllenough
periodbfltime,{almost)lobliterateslthe
possibility[forlthange.[GIDWMidlhotlHake
awayllPar'o'sllpowerltolmakellhisdown
choices.[Par'oldlid.

Rambamldevelopslthislidealfurtherllin
hisl explicationll ofll thell following
passage,lalsoll from Hilchotll Teshuva
(Ch.I6):0"WhatllisImeantlbell David's
utterance,l] 'Uprightﬂ isll thell LIRD,
thereforellHelwillllteachlsinners[linllthe
way?0Hellwilll guidelthosell meeklin
judgmentlhndllvilllleachlthemlthelvays
ofllthelJL[R D0andlbringllthemlbacklin
Teshuva.ll Furthermore,ll Hell endowed
them[withltheltapacity[bfllearninglhnd
understanding,[Forlltlls[tharacteristiclbf
everyll humanl beingll thatll whenl his
interestl isll engagedll in[l thell ways[l of
wisdomlhndlFighteousness, [hellongslfor
thesellvayslhndls[kagerltolfollowlthem.
ThuslthelBageslbay, ' Thosellvholkome
toll purifyl themselves,] GIDO willl aid
them."

Rambamlmaintainslthat[itllislprecisely
becausell GIDI createdl] humanll beings
with[rationality[thatDoncelwelbegin[lto
seeklrighteousnesslandlperformllgood
deeds,] well havell all naturalll desirell to
continue.ll Thosell who,[ ofll theirll own
initiative,['comeltolpurifylthemselves",

arelhidedlbelGID.0GID's["aid" linlthis
sense,lislbuiltlntolthelawsbflhaturelll
inlthislcase, intollthellveryllessencellof
humanlnature.lGIDOhasOstructuredlla
universellindwhichhumanlbeingslare
drivenllbylanlinnatell capacityltolact
righteously.l Thatlislthellmeaningll of
divinellgrace.0GDislnotlseenlonlyllin
miraculouslbreakthroughs,[butlin{lthe
veryllstructurell oflhumanl reasonlland
humanlhature.

Thus,[ accordingﬂ toll Rambam,[ the
hardeningloflPar'o'stheartlis[distinctly
notlanlkexamplelofIGID[interveningllin
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naturellorllcompromisinghumanlwill.
G[Dltreatedlhumanslinlbuchlhvaylthat
oncellwelsetloutlonlalcoursellinliifelll
noblell orll nefariousl] [ well become
"wired",linlhlkense,lfolbontinuelbnlthat
path.0Basedlon[thislreading,IGID0did
nottharden[Par'o'stheartlkolmuchlhslhe
created all worldll inll whichll Par'o's
ongoingll refusallltoll freel thell Hebrew
slaveslbavelbirthtolhlkel flperpetuating
reality.[Forl]hisﬂeason,ﬂ’ar‘oﬂepresents
thellantithesislofl freedom.0HelisOthe
embodimentlofllenslavement,lofllboth
thellelflhindihelbther.

Pesachlislineantlloltelebratelindliustain
ourlldeepllyearningliforllfreedomlandllto
showlthatllG[DIkan[bhangelthelbrderlbf
thelluniverse.Pesachlislalholidaylthat
inculcatesl thell beliefl] thatll manll will
overcomelbppression, thatlfreedomvill
reignllthroughoutllthelworld.0Thelfaith
thatll tyrannyll willl ultimatelyll be
vanquishedlisldeeplylembeddedlin[the
significancell andll messagell ofll the
FestivallbflF reedom.

Ed.[note: Twoladditionsto' RabbilSprecher's article
inparentheses_ are inine, whichlI inserted without
"clearing" the inatter with him. Secondly, Rabbi
Sprecher presentsinthis article his understanding
of 'Ithe|Rambamand  The(\did notshow lother
approaches'to'thelquestion'he posesd; 1 would like
to.L ThisC\does[ 1 not_ negate I nor'] challenge' the
Rambam's(view or' Rabbi Sprecher's presenta  ltion
of it; lititukes|a different|spin'on the'topic.

Par'o[(forlexample and to(the|point) would tather
keeplthe people and notlet'them go. But he and his
peopleLare being| Smitten” by! plague after plague.
For(the first Several plagues, hel summons up the
strength, [esolve, stubbornness|to resist|the plagues
and _maintain his refusal to allow the Israelites to
leave[\Egypt.[\Then IthelIplagues keep \up and

intensifyland helis'inclined tollet the people go(1]
even though!that(is not what_helwants. [His["free
will"[decisionis being threatened, So to Speak, by
the! severity_and intensity of the! plagues.'If ‘he
"gives(in" now, it will ot be(by!thelexercise of his
freel will.' Butl helreaches'al pointiwhere!helis not
strong'énoughto'do what helwants, Wwhat heprefers
tolchoose. It now!_needs| G'd's( strengthening| his
heart, notlto force himto continuelto fefuse, butto
allow'him o further resist the latter plagues solthat
hisliefusal'to allow the peoplelout is still his| free
will | choice.l ] And ' thereforel| hellis|| completely
accountable! for"hisCactions, up(tol the[verylend.
G'd's'strengtheningPar'o's heart keeps Par'o's fiee
willlintact, [tather than( it being shut' down by(the
plagues.[TPhil

CHIZUK #ODUuD

Divrei Torah|from|the weekly sedra
with'alfocus'on livingin Eret Yisrael 1
Chizuk for Olim & dud for notyet Olim

IEAm Cpuzzled [by [the[RashiLdbn[Makat
Choshech.[Rashilshys...

Why [did[Hashem [bring[dhe [plague [bf
darkness[upon[the [Egyptians? [Shys[Rashi:
Becauselthere[Were[RESHA'IMIIWicked
people[Chmong[khe[sraelites [lof[ khat
generationLvho [had [ho Qivish [do [Teave
Egypt,[anhd[these[pdeople[died [during[the
three[Hays[ bfl Harkness[ ko[ that[ the
Egyptians[J might[] not[] seel] their
destruction[And3ay,[IThese[too[have
beenlstricken[ak[wWe[hhve."

Rashilhkere, [id[phraphrasing[@hazal[id [the
Midrash[(JRabbalJand[Jthe[JTanchuma,
refers[to[the[Bnei[Yisrael Who[do[dot
want[tb[Be[dedeemed[ftom[their[Galut
in[Mitzrayim[ds[Resha'im.[The[Midrash
refers(tb[them [ak[Posh'im Ik [sinners[dr

criminals.
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TheMise[mhen[dflahy[dther[nhtion Mould
refertb[deople[Who[refuse[dedemption
as[Fools[ITbut[hs[Resha'im {wicked
people)? LIAfter [all, lwhom[are[Clthey
hurting[Butlthemselves? [Such[alperson[id
a[TIPEISH [ool) But Mot GIRASHA.

Yet, Cdthe Owise CdmenCofCisrael Clhave
established[fbr[dll[denerations[do[dome
that[ those[Who[Ho[hot[want[to[ be
redeemed[dre[hot[dnly[fools[But[dlso
Resha'im,HorbetterLyet, [IPosh'im 1]
sinnersLordriminals, for (o [Be[d[free
man Lk [dotLdnly[d[Brivilege[But[dlso[d
duty, [Which [ohay [nbt[Be [fbrfeited. [Hlid[ah
holyLbbligation. JustLCAsCA]ewdsLhot
permitted[to[(Harm[Himself{dor[to[thke
hisLown [life, [doLik[he[prohibited [(from
forfeiting[hiis[fteedom.[@neWholdoes[sb
inflicts[damage [upon [His [Tzelem [Blokim.
It[i$ [alldistortion[df[MaaseilB'reishit, [fbr
Gldldreated[mhan[tb[He[fleeldnd[dottb
belalslave.

Only[alfitee [iddividual[chn [choose[tb bk [al
servantldfithe[Qreator.

So,[too, Lhay[it[Be [daid [df[d[Jew [ Who
disdains[the[G[dlglven[gifts[df[Torah [ahd
Eretz[Yisrael,[believing[thatCbne[Wwho
devotes[Ris[life[do[Torah[ik[d[Parasite,
that[dne[Who[livesHis[life [ih [akcordance
with[G[d's[dictates[i$[A[demnant[df[the
darklhges,ChndCbneOwho[CFefuses[ ko
forfeit[His[And, [the [HolyTand, [d [alWar
monger[br[ht[{eastCh[tonqueror[bf

someonelelse's[ldnd.

TheJéw [WasHorn[tbfteedom,[tb live[id
hisLown LG [dlglven[Thnd[ih[Accordance
with[the[G[dlglvenTorah.

Ilam indebtedto/thellate Rav BenZion Firer|for his
keen perception

Rabbi Mallen Galinsky, Yerushalayim

Parehe Peints (o Poncder
Parshat¢BO

[)[(Why[Ldoes[Moshe[tell[Rar'oc Lthat
thedbcusts Wil (BILLLYOUR [HIOUSE,
THEL]D HOUSESL] OFL] YOUR
SERVANTS,[AND [THE[HIOUSES[OF
ALLLCEGYPTLL10:6)?[Wouldn't[ the
invadingbcusts[firstlenter[the[duter
homes[ubonl[their[atrival fdom[dutside
Egypt,[then[the[Homes[df[the[King's
slaves, [ahd[dnly [then [rkach [flirther[ih
andlehter[the[phlace?

2) Whydid[Par'ohurryltd[chllMoshe
and[Aharon[[(VAYIMAHEIR[I10:27),
something[Which [He [did [not[do[uUpon
seeing[allthelokher[plagues?

3)[(Why[does[Moshe[dommand[that
the[Jéws[shouldeep[Besach[(MVHEN
YOUCENTERCTHECLANDL]12:25),
referring[lto[lthe[dLand[lof[CIsrael?
Wouldn't[they[keep[Pesachlin[the
desertl]as[1wellseel]took[] place
specifically[id [their[sbcond[ykar[in [the
desert?

ParshaPointstoPonder

by RabbiDov(Lipman
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BO Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Conspicuous Consumption

Context: Finally, Moshe receives the
news for which he has waited. "One last
affliction shall | bring upon Pharaoh and
upon Egypt", says God. "After that he
shall send you forth from here."

Immediately, however, God continues
with the following instruction: "Speak,
please, in the ears of the people and let
each man request from his [Egyptian]
friend and each woman from her
[Egyptian] friend vessels of silver and
vessels of gold."

The Torah later attests to the successful
fulfillment of God's directive: "And the
children of Israel did as Moshe had
directed; they requested from the
Egyptians vessels of silver, vessels of gold
and garments. And God granted the
people favor in the eyes of the Egyptians
and they granted their request and they
[the Israelites] despoiled Egypt."

Questions: God's instructions to Moshe
at this powerful moment are deeply
troubling. One would expect the birth of
the Jewish nation to be heralded by lofty
principles and ideas. Why, then, does God
specifically ask the Israelites to mark the
first footfalls of their national history
with the accumulation of material
wealth? Is this what the slaves should be
thinking of as they prepare for their
journey to freedom?

The very idea seems not only out of
place, but contrary to the creation of a
people for whom spiritual search and
religious ideal should be more impor

tant than material acquisition.

Why is this directive couched in terms of
a request rather than a commandment?
If God wanted the people to leave Egypt
with possessions, why involve the
Israelites in their acquisition? God could
have miraculously bestowed riches upon
the departing slaves in any number of
ways.

Approaches:

A. Some scholars focus on the word
V'YISH ALU, "and they shall request”, in
an attempt to determine the moral
underpinnings of God's directive to the
Israelites.

Was the wealth transferred to the
departing slaves freely given, they
wonder, or did the Egyptians view the
transaction as a loan which they
expected to be returned?

Rabbeinu Bachya, quoting the position of
Rabbeinu Chananel, emphatically rejects
the possibility that God commanded the
Israelites to deceive the Egyptians:
"Heaven forbid that the Holy One Blessed
Be He would have sanctioned fraud, that
they should borrow vessels of silver and
vessels of gold and not return them."

Rather, continues Rabbeinu Bachya, the
verb LISH OL, in this context, means to
ask for the items as a full gift with no
expectation of return.

Other commentaries assert, however,
that the wealth was, indeed, given by the
Egyptians to the Israelites as a loan with
full expectation of return.

Some, such as the Netziv, go so far as to
claim that God's intent is to further
entrap the Egyptian population. The
Egyptians fully expect the Israelites to
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return after a three day holiday. To
further ensure that the Egyptians will
pursue the departing slaves when they
fail to return, God instructs the Israelites
to "borrow" wealth from their erstwhile
masters. Angered by the apparent deceit
and anxious to retrieve their posses
sions, the Egyptians will have an addi
tional reason to follow the Israelites to
the banks of the Reed Sea. This aspect of
the Exodus, like so many others, is
designed to lead the Egyptians to their
unavoidable rendezvous with destiny in
the roiling waters of that sea.

Noting the questionable morality of such
deceit, the Netziv asserts that the
Egyptians had earned, through their own
actions, to be treated in this fashion. He
then closes his comments, however, with
the statement "The mind of God remains
beyond our ken."

B. The fundamental questions, however,
remain: Why is the transference of
wealth from the Egyptians to the
Israelites so critical to the Exodus? Why,
as well, must the Israelites request that
wealth from their former taskmasters?

Central to the rabbinic approach to these
questions is recognition of the moment
of the Exodus as a powerfully formative
moment for the Jewish people. The
Israelites’ self perception as they leave
Egypt is of vital importance to the
development of their national character.
God does not want the departing slaves
to sneak out of Egypt in the darkness of
the night.

Numerous scholars, therefore, argue that
the wealth accrued by the departing
slaves is actually payment for their years
of service and servitude. The Kli Yakar
asserts:

"Even though no obstacle prevented God
from bestowing great wealth upon the
Israelites without their having to take
from the Egyptians through borrowing
and subterfuge, nonetheless, the God of
justice orchestrates events in order to
redeem from the Egyptian population the
wages owed to the lIsraelites for their
labor."

The wealth of the Egyptians cannot be
given to the Israelites as a gift from God.
They must, instead, receive these riches
directly from their taskmasters so that
they will understand that their past labor
had value for which they must be paid.

C. A final, additional dimension to the
episode before us can be discerned if we
consider the eventual use to which the
wealth received from the Egyptians is
put.

The gold and silver of Egypt is ultimately
applied by the Israelites to two projects
that could not be more vastly different:
the construction of the golden calf and
the creation of the Mishkan (the portable
sanctuary that traveled with the
Israelites through their wandering in the
desert). The acquired riches thus become
the medium through which the Israelites
actualize their choices for good and for
bad.

Freedom is only meaningful if you have
something to lose. If the Israelites had
left Egypt with nothing precious, nothing
that they truly saw as their own, their
liberation would have been incomplete.
They would have had no way to actualize
their responsibilities, to concretize their
independent decisions.

God, therefore, directs the departing
slaves to acquire wealth. He does not
grant these riches as a gift. The Israelites
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must see them as earned.

The true challenge of an independent
nation then faces the erstwhile slaves:
how will they use their own prosperity,
which they have earned through the
sweat of their brow? The choices they
make determine the very quality of their
freedom. K

TrickyTrup

Although [this[i3 [aboutfine[tlining[Torah
reading, [if{id[also [cheant[tb [fihe[thine[dur
ownlrkadinglahdinder [Ekanding[dflthe
words[dfltheTorah.

TNY §IND Sh ooy HoN.
<TI3T Ein R P peD

P

From[Bh'mot[10: 15, Feferringltol the
locust,[1...they[dte[dlI[dhe[grass [ the
ground[andlalllthe[ftuit[dflthe tleelthat
the[bhil {ft[dver[(Hid [Hot[destroy)..."[Mo
what[does[the[ghrase["that[the [Hail d&ft
over"[rkfer?Juist[tb[the[ftuit[dflthe[tlee
orltdlthelglassldflthelglroundakMWell?

Thelanswer[s[to[both[but[the[hew
question[ks[how[to[tead[the [ pasukto
reflect[that[rkading.

VAYOCHAL,[ahdltheylate...

ETCKOLLCEISEVCHAARETZ,(the COwvord
HAARETZ [Chas[Ckhe[(Torah[note [(kalled
R'VI'l.

V'EITOKOLOPRIOHA'EITZ, Cthe Cword
HA'EITZ [hhs[a[AAKEIFIKATAN.

Here's[the[droblem.h[drder[tb[ihdicate
thatlthefihal [phraselid [the[stlection[above
[MASHER[HOTIRLHABARAD [lgoes[to
both[previous[phrases, [the [phuse[after[the
KATON thust[Belbnger[than[the[Jause

after[the[R'VI'l.[MVhich (Happens[tb [fbllow
the[tulesCof[the Hour [TevelsCof[pauses:
KATONI3 [ElskcondIével [Hause [TBne [df
the[MELACHIM, [ And[A[R'VI'I [k [ [Hhird
level L{shorter) Cpause, [belonging[to[ the
MISHNIM [chtegory.[Soltherelshouldn't[be
alproblem[ahd[therelshouldnbt[bk[alnked
for[this[rkview.

However,[the Way [We[Tsing" [the [R'VI'I [i§
as[d[bng,[drawn[dut[dote. [A[Breathlik
usually[CIneeded[after[it, [land [ taken,
extending[the[short[gauselit[i$ [Supposed
to[beHollowed [ by.[The (KATONULis[ 4
simplerChote[ that[takes[less[fime[hnd
breath [ahd[i3 [usually [fbllowed [By [al[ause
shorter[than[ilidlshpposed [t bhve.

Therefore, [ih[this[garticular[dontext,[dne
should[pay[dttention [do [(Reep[dhe[Pause
after(the[first[phraselshortlahd[tb[perhaps
exaggerate[ the[pause[After[the[$econd
phrase,[do[fhat[dhethird Cphrasetightly
goesldn[theltivolghrases[that[drecedelit.
The[bhil (hhd [nbt[destroyed all [dfltheghass
ofltheldarth [dor [l [the[ftuit[dflthe[tiee.
Theldcustlpblished [l [dff.

ThisUisn't Cdthe CJmost[earth [shaking Clof
reading[pointers, [ButWelate[thlking[about
fine[thning[the[rkadinglahdUnderstanding
of [dur[HolyMorah.[Sbilid Morththe[time
welspend[Writing[it[up [dAnd[the[timeYou
arelspending[rbading[this.[Evenflybulhhve
toldead[it[hore[than[dnceltb[datchthe
finelpbints.

OUlsraellCenterrT®38 ¢ 21 BlParshatBOlb771

Praying@ithPassion
Giving[nhore [meaning[tb [Gur [M'fillah
One[Week[atalTime

Excerpted’andteprintediwith permission'of the author

P'sukeid'Zimra:
Hodu HaShem's[Delight

%337 .‘l?5|7793 m'rm TV
%2 Yap 1ion AX ..oy ninDwn
.00

Meaning:fdanslation...

MightLandLdelight[arelin[His
place. Render[tb[Hashem,[O HEmilies
oflthelpkeoples,[]. Ihdeed, [the World[id
fixed[sblthatlilchnnot flter.

Theme:
An[eksential [cbncept[ofthe[plrayer

TheMalueldf(Struggle

Hashem[treasures[ the[ trength[His
peopleldisplaylid[the fice [of[struggle.

Insight: Deeperlheanings...
Receiving[@reditforOur(Effort

Meshech[IChochmal{B'reishit[ 50:10)
explains[that[When[the[Jéwish[deople
are[ih[elxile, [sibjugated[By[the[dations
ofltheMorld,[Hashem tries”[since[His
people[tannot[tompletely Lfulfill CEhe
mitzvotlas [they [(Would[Mhen[they[are

atlpkace.
However,[Cwhen[Hashem [kees[that

despite[lthe[difficulties,[Ithe LJjewish
people[édxert[theirLight[tdo[perform

His[ohitzvot, [dotwithstanding[that[they
may[InotlbelperformedUlinCltheir
entirety,[ IHashem[lis Lldelighted[Jand
offersCgreatl teward,[hs[the[ Mishna
(Avos[Bt23)[states[]. “according[tbthe
strugglelidithe [réward.”

Visualize:
Images(thatbling[the [prayer[td [ife

A[PBurelConnectiontb[G[d

Thel[fllowingidlabapted[flom [altdue [story
related by [ Lady[Amelie[CJacobovits,[ihe
widow LdfLthe Llute [RavLllordClmmanuel
Jacobovits, LChiefLRabbi[EmeritusLdfL the
BritishCbmmonwealth.

In[J1940,dwhenthe[[INazis[Ibegan
bombing[Paris, [nhy [mhother [fled [With [uk
([Her[fburldhildrenIIBn [the Hist[tkain
beforelthelrhain[dnslaught.[t[Was[the
eveloflthe Jéwish hbliday ofShavuot.

Thelthass[dflgeople[dnthatltrain
tornado Lof [ humanity C[Trepeatedly
wrenched[Jus[Ifromoneldanother.
MonthslThter,Ldn[dnother[Teg[dfLdur
desperate[jburney,[IIbst[track [dfLchy
family [altogether[ahd[Began[tb[Wander
fromvlllage[tbvillage.Monechildren(all
overWereldbing[thelshme.

Onelnightjust[bkforeldawn, [cbuldlgb
no[urther.[Ilknocked Cdbn[dhe [(farm ]
houseldoor[dfwhattlirned dut[td bk [a]
kind,[tourageous[gentile [farmer.[He
took[he [t [His[dellar Where I fbund
another [iktle[girl. [Bventually [tvo [Hoys
and[ahotherl[girl[jdined[us.[Nlone[dflus
admitted [We[Were[Jewish for[deveral
days.

ltD4as[aldire[Winter.[Bach[thorning, [d
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few [rhys[dfllight[Would [poke [their[Way
into[the[dellar [through [two [Windows
highLon[theWall.[Bvery[day,[through
those[Windows, [the[farmerdbwered[d
netlWith[(five[thorsels[df[(fbod[dAnd[d
bucketfdrlourbhturallnkeds.

Onel[ day,[peering[ through[the[Win[]
dows,[dneldf[Us[daw[Blades[df[grass
penetrating[ the[frozen[terrain.[MWe
concluded[that, Lif[ the[veather[vas
indeed[changingMith [spring[dn [itls [Way,
maybe[We[Werel[dearing[Resach.[Bach
ofLis[dhildrenLdame[from[d[different
rangelLdf[Jewish[dommitment,[yet[We
shared[alstrong(desire[td [db [sbmething
toldelebrate[What[We[sensed[as[the
upcomingPksachhbliday.

When [the[fhrmer[dppeared With[dur
food[the[next[mhorning, We [akked[ifilhe
wouldIbwer[ih[domorrow’s[Basket[d
smallCamount[bfl flour,[h[bottle Lbf
water, [alnewspaper[ahd[alhatch. (Two
days[dter[Welréceivedlalsmall[bbttle lof
water, [But[wWe[bhd[td [Wait[skveral [days
for[theflour.[Theldntire[degion[ivas
drainedloflplovisions.

Aldhy [dter, alnkwspaper[chmelthrough
([ahd[then[althatch. [MVe[Waited [allféw
more[Hays.[ We saw[h [ full[Hay [ bf
sunshine[Jand[CIblue[Cskies,[JandCwe
decided[that, [h[drder[do[dultivate[d
festive[spirit, e Would[switch [clothing
with[dnelahother[ahd[Wear[them [ak[if
new.[So[Weldhanged[diothes;the[twvo
boys[trading[dnd[thelgirls[dxchanging
dresses.[Beforeldvening[We[Baked[dur
matza, [though We[hhdn’t[alcluehow[td
dolsbd.WelpburedWater[idtothe flbur
and[Held[the[doughlih [dur[Hare[Hands
over[dhe[burningLhewspaperLdn[ihe

floor.(MVe[droduced[sbmething[Which
resembled[nhatzalahd,[Whatever[il[Was,
providedlehough fdr(the fiVe [of[uk.

That[dight[We[cklebrated[Besach.[Dne
ofLisCdecalled[dhe[Kiddush.[Another
remembered[the[Bour[Questions.[MVe
told[Afew [skories [df[the (Bxodus[that
wel+emembered[having[heard[drom
ourlparents.[Finally, lve[dhanaged[do
reconstructlTChad[Gadya”[the[dong
whichtypicallylehds[theleVening.

WelHad [al[Besach [tb [lemember.[MVith
nolfestive[fbod,[do[silver[dandlesticks
and o [Wine[With Conly Cdur [dimple
desireltblcbnnect[With [G[dIWe [hhd[al
holiday Lhore[profoundhan[dny Lve
have[known[8ince. (1 thank (G [d[ for
allowing[mheltbMive[tb[He[dble[tb[tklI
my[children[ahdlgiandchildrenaboutfitl
Even[nore,[1[feelCbbligated[to[the
younger [gknerations [of [nhy [fAmily, Who
never[dxperiencedWhatIdid, [tb[Hass
on[theldlarity[it[dave [the[Mllthe Mivid
appreciation [df[G [d's [Jresencelih[thy
life, [df(His[cbnstant[Blessings, Monders
and[teachings...LAndLof[ His[ dommit[]
ment[ o[ the[SurvivalLbf[L the[Jewish
people.

(Aish.com,[LMarchJ 7,[.2004.[ThisLérticle
originallyLdppearedlih [The Jewish(Women's
Journalldflthe Jéwish[Renaissance [denter, [d
learning[idstitute [fdr[domen Udcated L (New
York[dity.)

WordtotheWise:
Meaning[Within[the [mheaning

The[Malbim[éxplains[dhe[donnection
between[CHEDVA, joy”,[And[OZ,
“strength”,[Hased[dn[the[Merse[Which
states,[ ¥Dolhot[be[$ad, [Hor[Jyour]
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enjoymentlaf[Hashemidlybur[strength”
(Nechemiah[8t10).[@nelbhs[strength[id
hisClheart[because[lhis[lbond Ciwith
Hashem [flls (Him DWvith Gby, [ds [T hilim
846 [states,MHappy[is[thelthan[Whose
strength [idid You.”

Try[fthis: Think[&fEhitzvalthat
does[nbtlcbmelehsily[tb ybu[lbne lybu
must[do [ftequently.Iinaginel[that[elery
timelybuldo [this[nitzva, [ybuBecomel[al
little[stronger [ih[it. (Bicture [the[thitzva
as[dlWeight[lifting[dxercise;[dach[time
youldo [kthemitzva, Llyour Ckpiritual
muscle[gets[dtronger[dnd[dhe veight
becomeslehsiertbift. so

From "OZTorah"

by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORFFD, [EmeritusRabbilof
the[@reatSynagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

Q. ...do[kwish[Sources[day[dnything
aboutlcats?

A. First,CHo[hotCimagine[that[the
Jewish[slirname[©Katz” [bhs[ahything[tb
doMWith[chts;[idlid[the [iditials [QfKohen
Tzedek”,[Trighteouspriest”.[Therelale
very[dew[ teferences[ o[ tats[in[the
classical[dources,[ih[dontrast[do,[&.g.
lions,Lbxen[And[éven[logs.[ Various
Talmudiclphssages[nbte[thatlchts[chase
mice[ahd[even[chickens,[ahd[the[shges
noted[that[mhodestylahd[cleanliness(ate
attributes[df[the[dat.[Henceltherelik
even[alstatement[that["fHad[the[Torah
not[Heen[given[Weldould[Have[léarned
modesty [ffom [the[dat”[(Eruvin[100b).
Alcbmmentlid [Horayot[I3althat[aldog

knowsl[its[thaster[But[d[dat[does[Hot,
might[ithply (bhvingldbomestic[ahimals[ab
pets, [(though[someldat[dwners[Would
disagree[hbout[whether[ltheir[cats
knowl[them.[I#[id[shid[that[sbmelrhbbis
hadlahimals[at[pkts[id[al-der[td Hillfil [the
duty[ ko[ feed[bne’sChnimals[before
oneself.

Alfbotnote[dbout[Katz:[several[dther
surnames[dhyme[With[Katz,[d.g.[Matz
and[$chatz.[They[too[Are[Abbrevial]
tions.[d Matz[ is[(J “Moreh ] Tzedek”,
“righteousltéacher”.[Sthatzis[$hali’ach
Tzibur”,Edelegate [dflthe [dommunity”,
i.e.[] officiantl] or[J cantor.[] Many
well khown[Jéwish [nhmes[slich[at [these
preldated[] the[] Austro[Ill Hungarian
imperial[ddict[dequiringJews[to[Have

surnames.

ParshaPixeéxplanations

K Top[tow[has[tepresentations [bf

the[nallthreel[plagues,[thelthree
that[drelpresented[ih[Rarshat[Bo
(thelfirst[2[Beinglih[Va'eira).[Hirst
(really,Bth) Gd[ARBEH [(Iocust)...

& TolheHight[df(fhe Obcust [k En

imagellrepresentingLkhe[ITorah's
description[ of [ the[locust[]as
"covering[dhe[éye[ dbf[dhe[darth".
Notice[ khe[lquestion[in[Jparen]
theses[Ibelow[the[leyelphtched
globe.[Who [ &lse[Was[ Hescribed
that[Way[ih[the[Torah? [(Ask [your
children,[grandchildren,[dr[guests.
Don'tUgiveldthe[answer[laway
cheaply:[B'neil lisraellvas[ Hes[]
cribed[thus by Bhlak [t Bil'am)

f tolthe[léft[dfltheIbcust[i3[alHlack

rectangle[1for[Jthe[J9th[plague,
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CHOSHECH (darkness)...

K and[alsivord[rkpresenting[MAKAT
BECHOROT.[n[khis[kase,[khe
sword[chn[depresent[the [illing[df
theffirstbbrnslahd/orthe Killing[BY
theirstbornsLdfLdthers[ih[dnger
over[Par'o's[tepeated [Fefusal[to
yield[tb[the[threat[made By [Moshe
(inJ GId's[d name) [ against[] the
firstborns..] ~ Someld  Hagada
commentators[goint[to[the[slight
difference[Hetween[the[traditional
list[of[the [Makot[id [the [Hagadalahd
Rabbil¥ehuda's[Simanim[{Rashei
Teivot) fdr[theplagues.

\( The[kenth[plague[lvasC MAKAT
B'CHOROT,but[RabbillYehuda
uses[aIBET [fbr[B'CHOROT [ak[the
tenth[plague.[MakatBchorot[isithe
smiting[dflthe[firstborns.[B'chorot
can[imean[that[ they[themselves
werelthelplague, [meaning[thatlthey
killed Egyptians.

& TheWordBO[Enbt[istthehme
oflthelskdra,[Hut[also [the[Mumber
(BOEH | E03) [QfMAKOT [idlthe

sedra.

\& Inaddition[tb[the Word[BO, [there
is[dlso[A[BOW [{asLih[BowlLdnd

arrow)

& andRIBOW @3 (@ alBbw aF bbbon

"&_ And[the[Bow[df[the Miolin[ih[the
bullets[dflthese[PhrshaPix[elxplanall
tions.

"& The[dlock(eads@Imost[Hhidnight.
That[Was[the[ghrase[Moshe[Used
tolIdescribe LIG[d's Lintention Lof
Makat[B'chorot[ht[ kxactly[id[]

night.[Moshe[Used(RACHATZOT
rather Lthan[BACHATZOT Livhen
helkoldkhe[people[what[IG[d
intended[tb[do.[Heldid[dot[Want
thelthelpeopleltd[think that[id[Was
midnightlWhen [they [Were[dff[by[al
fewLthinutes, [And[think[that[What
Gldldromised[Was[dot[Happening.
When[the[Torah[teports[ivhat
happenedldnlthatldight,[the[tkrm
BACHATZIHALAILA[Huked.

"& The[Thmbihghe[doorway [kthe
Korban[Resach Which[Was[do[Be
broughtlihto[the[Homes[from[the
| 0th lofNissan.

& MatzalSmatza.

K Thellbarking[ldogLlis[ from[lthe
Egyptian[heighborhoods,[because
in[theJewish[hreas,[hot[A[ Hog
barked[ids[tbngue.[Theirrkward[id
that] well "throw"[] them[] our
non[kbsher[theat.[The[dan[dbove
theldbglchn bk [dogfdod.

f But[theldan[Has[ahotherltheaning.
InCHebrew, Llcanned Cgoods[lare
calleddSHIMURIM, Oasin CILEIL
SHIMURIM.

K Thed yolyb[] represents[] Par'o's
erratic[Behavior.[Call[for[(Moshe
and[Aharon.[Get[them[dutldflchy
sight.[Bring[them [ilnmediately.[If[T]
seelybuagain, [ouill[die. [Quick,
getlthem...

K ThelO [between [thelhlorns[dflalblill
is[d[RAR[D.[Above[the[Bull 5[4
BOWL. Mlyoulshy it [ist[right[(br
justbdrongldnough)it[domes[dut
BOWIMLPARID.

OUlsraellCenterrT38 ¢ 25 BlParshatBOb771

K The[boneli$[fbr[theprohibition[df
breaking[albone[id [Korban [Besach.
It[S[also fortheordlthatlappears
aHew[{imes:[B'ETZEM[HAYOM
HAZEH...

\£ Abovelthe bbnel[idlthe[symbollahal
weather[hap[that[ihdicates[fotal
cloud[dover[adnd[allskrongldasterly
wind.[That[depresents[the[plague
of Ibcustlthat[arrived[dn[alstrong
easterly [Wind[ahd[dovered[the[sky
like hkavy [clouds.

\& T'filin[@redfilin.[(Two [df[the [fbur
parshiyot[ihside[T'filin[domeffom
thelehd[af[Phrshat[BO

K Thelakrowl[pointing[tb[dne [BAYIT
with(dthe[Dother[(OXedin[(red,
represents[ the[fequirement[that
Korban[Pesach[be[ aten[byLits
chaburalidldhehbuse, nbtltivo.

\( ThelHaby, [goat,[And[donkey [skand
for[dhe[three[types[df[B'CHOR,
firstborns:[Human,ldosher[domes[]
ticated[ahimals,[ahd[dbnkey.

\( The[hxes[{and[the[kword)[hre
mentioned[id [the hhftara.

& As[Bthe[BGLALYEFEIEIYA, [Here
representedasalplize Minning[calf.

\& Thelplant[ik[dhe[Byssop,[EIZOV,
used[Ho[pply[the[Blood [ bf[the
Korban[Pesachdo[tdhe[doorposts
and[lintels[df(theJéwish[Homes[ih
Mitzrayim.

& Twolinezuzot[Are[bn[vhatlthe
blood[df[the [KP[Was[dpplied,[But
not[these[lind[dflthezuzot.[Th[the

context[dflthe[skdra,[thezuzotlale

doorposts.

& The[Hovevith[Adwordds[the
haftara'sCCHEREVHAYONA, [Tit.
(butlnbtlthe Mty [the[Navilmeant).

K Lower[rlght[i$ [@n [ctual [ghoto [df
the Hirst[visibility CofCkhe Cunar
crescent.[Noticelthat[the sky idlnbt
dark.[Birstisibility (it [chost[dften
after] sunset[] but[] before[]full
darkness.[This[thakes[it[(Harder[tb
see.[As[does[its [{dw[position [dear
the[Borizon.[And[dtrike[dhreelik
thelshort[WindowLdfMisibility [fbr
the[firstLhighting[bf[ the[Imoon
following[nightslafinbmoon.

Portionfrom(the[Portion

ARBEH,[SHVATIand/EATING

All’thelplagues(that/welreadlaboutlin
last week's‘and[ this[week's[ Jportions
werelbroughtuponthe Egyptiansiover
thelcourseof "alyear. 'Did[lyoulever
wonderlwhen[exactly[during[theyear
eachl] plaguel] actually[] took(] place?
Rabbenul1Bachyallsays! that[ the[ first
sevenl] plagues’] happenedl inCJ the
months(till JADAR[and[Jthat[JARBEH,
CHOSHECHandiMAKATB'CHOROT
werelinINISSAN.Hebases his[opinion
onlithelversellthat(tellsus(that(ithe
locustsCateTalll thefruitConthe[trees
(10:15).0NissanllisthetimeCof Cyear
when(theltrees(startlhaving(fruit.

Thell PRIC TZADIKT [ Ravl] Zadok
HaKohen[from[ LublinChas[aldifferent
view.[JHe[thinks[Jthat[Jthe plaguelJof
ARBEHhappenedlin[SH'VAT.Welare
justllentering[ithat Imonth.[IMaybe [ we
canlfindJaUsignificanceJtoJthecon(]
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nectionbetweenrlocustsfand'SH'VAT.
Rav([JZadok, inChisCmystical _manner,
does(justithat.[He[says[thattheplague
of TARBEHhasalspecial ' messagefor
thellJewish[nation.'The[lversellabout
ARBEHT] states( L'MAANT] T'SAPEIR
B'OZNEITBINCHATIUVENIBINCHAL[
Youlwill'thenCbelabletolrelatelinlthe
ears] oflJ your(] children(J andJ grand
children...[(10:2).CAndlinthebook[bf
Yoel,(whenireferringtothellocuststhat
devoured(thelland((1:3)[LIVNEICHEM
SIPRUIITelllyourLchildrenaboutlit.[In
YoellitCalsosaysthe word[ZEFONI,
referring[ to[ the /ARBEH.Rav(Zadok
quotes( the[] TalmudO (Succah[] 52:)
ZEFONIO ZEH[OO YETZER[D HARA
SHETZAFUN[IB'LIBOSHELCADAM
thelevillinclinationlishidden TZAFUN
inCthelheartJofCman.Helbringsall
theselIconnectionsI Mthellocustsin
Egypt, (thellocustlin[Yoelreferedtolas
hidden, the[Yetzer(Haralbeing hidden,
andthelmonth(of(SH'VAT Titogetherto
teach(us(that/thework of(the month of
SH'VATIisfolfreelthelinner(parts[ofthe
heartfromphysical‘desires. The Zadik
beginshistwork by fixing[his cravings
forCfoodCasthelversesays ' TZADIK
OCHEILD L'SOVAL NAFSHOLJ (1 the
righteous(] eatl] to[] satisfy[] his[] soul
(Mishleil113:25).[1 The(lrighteous[one
eats(justllin(Jorder(Jtol]survive,lnot
gluttonously.

Sollwhen[IwelIplan[lour[ I Tul]BiShvat
sederClinfallfewJweeks, Twellshould
concentratelon[the Tspiritualityof the
eating.[Thislis[alalsolalgood timelto
startClonelof(thosediets['we'vebeen
planningforisollong.

Solwhatlrecipelislappropriate[for this
portion?

Atlthelendloflthe [(plague,averyistrong

westwind[carriedJaway(]the[llocusts
VAYISATETOHA'ARBEH.1Thelverse
continues(toltellCus[that[hot[alsingle
locustifemained MLONISHARIARBEH
ECHAD?[1(10:19).[1Rashillis[lbothered
by(theredundancy(Ilif(we are toldthat
thellocustswerel carried laway[ byl la
windwhyldoes(itlhaveltolsaylthat nhot
all singlel onel] remained?] Rashi
answers(] this(] byl] statingll AF
HAMELUCHIMD M even( thel salted
locusts(werehollonger(tobefound(in
Egypt.[lthought thisdelicacyloflsalted
locustswouldbeappropriate for[the
portionlrecipe( this[lweek, butlthen(l
envisionedthelemailsl1fwouldlTeceive
solherelis[alrecipe[for[salted salmon
instead.

ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologylin'Accordancewith Halacha

OvarianTransplants

~[APieceldf History

InCourastCcolumnwe discussedthe
fascinating[] modern[] technique[] of
ovarianltransplants, [in Which partiofithe
ovaryl ofl one[ Womanlis[ temovedl and
placed[lin[the[Jovary[Jofl lanother[I[Ta
procedurewhichliasbecomel(amedical
realitylintheTastfew years.

Whatlarethe halachictamifications [of
anl[] ovarian[] transplant?’] Whol] is

consideredthemother oflal¢childborn

as[alresult[oflthis freatment? Doesthe

procedure[Jtransgress [ lthe[ Jprohibition

against[¢éastration, forleither[the donor

or[thelrecipient? Shouldlitbeencourl]
agedbyhalachiclauthorities?

Beforeweldan(give practical [answers[to
any[oflthesequestions, Tetuis Took Hack
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in[time[tolalthought[provoking[article
which[appeared[in[almedical [journal
overlonehundred yearslago.

InMTheMedical Report", [published [in
AmericalonMay[5th, 1906, dldoctor By
the[hamelof Robert[TuttleMorris[1la
professor(ofisurgery(datiamedical school
in[New[York[TTteported (his[Very[first
successfullattempt(toachievelalnatural
pregnancylandldeliveryloflallivelbaby
aslaltesultloflan[ovarian fransplantlhe
had[iperformed.[Hel Thad [tried'many
similar[Iprocedures(Jin[the[ Ipast,[ The
claimed, [and (all hiad [failed.

Morris'Creport[was[Iquoted [in[‘many
medical TJjournalsJandsparked [(lively
debatelamong[doctors:[(Was[thislatlall
possible? ™ Morris Chimselfl later[oiced
somelIskepticism[regarding[the pro’]
cedure;lethoughtthatperhapsisomelof
thefrecipient'slown(dvarian fissue might
havel$urvived thelsurgery,land[it[was
this[Tland [hot[thelgrafted[tissuelfrom
another[voman[[Tthat[subse[Tquently
enabled [herto[lovulate[and[become
pregnant.

Thelarticlelalso[became(the[¢enter(ofla
heated [ ethicall /debate,[land[ Imedical
ethicists[] discussed(] whether[] such
procedures(should beperformed. They
debatedthematernityoffaichild bornlas
altresult:(Somel¢claimedthat[the[birth
motherWas[the hatural,[legal (mother,
whilelothersargued thattheldonor Wwas,
sinceltheTecipienthad [Simplybeen [the
‘incubator’[Jand[Inot[]thellonel]who
actually[] produced(] the[] eggl] which
resulted [in[pregnancyand[birth. [Some
suggested [ that[theldebate[bel deferred
until[] the[ ] child[ grew( ] older[] (T his

appearanceand mannerisms Wwouldthen
bel compared| with[ thosel bfl thel two
women | tol determine which[onelmore
closely[lresembled[ThimJand[]should
therefore Belconsidered the frue mother.
DecadesTater(theldebatelstill faged on;
many[doubtedthatMorrishadlactually
performedtheGperationatiall.

Thisfihtriguingpointiofimedical history,
which[seems[not[]to[bear[Jany[real
significancelon[ our[ discussion[ ofl the
halachic[tamifications[ofl an[ovalltian
transplant,[ ] did[] givel] rise[] to[] an
interestinghalachicdebate.

Morelaboutthat nexttime.

BN DDLES,

Prizes[fbr[Bestlsblution[skts[aleflirnished by
Warning:[] Contains[] regular
serious[phateriallih [addition[tb[the
lightMTriddles(stuff"

Lastlidsue’s (VA'EIRA)Triddles:
[171[Bhr'o, Bil'am,[Achan, Sha'ul,[David

CHATATIOMOM Rave [Sinned.[(Bach[dne
said[that[atIdastlohceid[Manach.

[2] BARAD Was[like[Manna

MATAR i [tain. [VAYAMTEIR Ds Cthe
verb[mheaning[tb[chuse [t [rhin [(Hown).
ThevordLbccurslih[Parshat[Va'eira
with[the[plague [df[hail, (BARAD.In
T'hilim[{78:24) [(dhe [Word [k [disedLih
describing[the[rhin [dflthannalthat[G[d
blessedlthepkoplewith.

[3]Xosef,BR°6'36"NBb°2'4"E,
Berechyahu
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YoseflvasLAn[ASIRGh [Egypt[for[12
years [df[hiis[time [id (Egypt.[The [Etitude
andlongitude[coordinatesin[Cthe
TTriddle[hre[or[fheChorth[Western
Shomron[tbwn [dstablished[ih (11977 [Hy
Gush[Emunim TELKANA.[Berechyahu
was[Ja[ldescendantl]of[]Levi'sCson
Gershon.[Ble[Was[the[father [dfLASAF
(oneldfltoldr[three[Asafs[id [Tanach),
theldnelwWholidinhmed [id (IR [p!'rakim [off
T'hilim.[That[Cinakes[Berechyahu[CAVI
ASAF.[ASIR,[ELKANA, [And[AVI[ASAF
are[the[three[kons[bfl Korach,[hs

mentionedid[Vh'eira.

[4][Elsav,Moshe, ahd[tivoldifferent

nations

VAYITZ[AK,And[he[$creamed.[The
word[(éxactly [that[Way)[dccursBltimes
in[Manach, [ZlafWhich atelid [the Torah.
In[B'reishit, [it[id (Bisav[that[skreams[ih
agony [When [hk[rkalizes[that(hk [dstlthe
brachadfrom[Yitzchak.[JLater,[Jthe
people[df(Egyptlstream [fbrfbodWhen
thelfAminelstrikes[ahd[Bar'oltélls[them
tolgoltb Yosef.[Th[Sh'mot[(Va'eira,[tb
belspecific),[Moshelskreams[tb[G [dltb
do[alvay With[the [plague[dffdogs. [hter
(inQ B'shalach),[] after[] successfully
crossingL the[SealbnLdry[land...[the
peopleldrelthirsty[and[tlirn tbMoshe
with[the[qustion LOfLMALNISHTEH?
Whatlhre[wel kupposed[ ko[ Hrink?
Moshelckies[duttb[G[dlahd[Helshows
Moshelaldertain[tlee[(branch)[that[He
is[tb [throw[ihto[the[Bitter [Waters[tb
make[them [Sweet.[LIn [Bamidbar,[the
peoplelafldraellcly[dutltdMoshelafter
the[MITION'NIM@redtrck[down[By
fireCht[the[ blace[they[later[kalled
TAV'EIRA, bkcausecflthe fire.

[51206 | 0 [Hhe il st [of [6P identical
what?

Thelnumber[i8[fbrHook (2 [F[Sh'mot),
perek[{6),[pasuk[{10).CIThat[pasuk
(Sh'mot[16:10) LlisClthe [ lfirst[lof[ 169
occurrences[ bf[ the[ostCkommon
pasukinCthe (dTorah: LIVAYDABEIR
HASHEMO ELLJ MOSHEL] LEIMOR
(VHEML).[Mheldasukldccursl0Ltimes
in[Sh'mot, 27 [times[ih Mayikra,[ahd [32
times[ih[Bamidbar.[And[that's[it.[(Not
really, [We've[gotlohore[tb[tkll[[Thhaybe
now, [maybe [dter.)

[6]ahd[oheladditional [thatlcbntinues

Sh'mot[#:29 [Hegins[With[the [shmel[five
words,[but[JtLkontinues[withJANI
HASHEM;[DABEIR[EL[BAR'O...[This[i3
the[dnly[Pasukike[this, (Bringing[the
total [ff MHEML [plsukim [tb [7D.

InJ addition,[] there[] are[] many
VAYDABEIRHASHEM[BLMOSHEL].
LEIMOR, s fdllows:

Therelateltén[GIdlspokeltdMoshelahd
Aharon[LEIMOR.[Sbmetimes[there[id[al
location [Beforelthe [EIMOR [ANd[G[d
spoke[ o[ Moshe [ B'HARLEINAILbr
B'MIDBARISINAIL [Qr[BIARVOTMOAY
(twice)..l AndJ all fewl] more
VHEM[sbmethinglelse [EIMOR.[Allittle
more:[AlmostLalways,[ When[it[3ays
VAYDABEIR(HASHEM[BLMOSHE, [it
says[ILEIMOR (saying) Cland[in Clthe
followinglvkrse, ilcbntinues[With [What
Gldlspokeltd[Moshe.Id[cbntrast, [there
are[ 70 bccurrencesLbfL VAYOMER
HASHEMI[EL [MOSHE, But[dnly fbur[df
them[have[Ja[JLEIMOR.OThe[lvast
majority Ljust[tontinuedn[the[$ame
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pasuk [With [What [G [d[ daid (o [Moshe.
There's[thore,[But[Will Lskop [(Here [{for

now).
[7]AboutMoseflahdthectiesofIdrael
Welcbuldn'tlfigurelthisloheldutlelther.
[8][Gubahd[Ehivlahdwhom?

Gub[id[Hug[backwards.[Bug[lih [Hebrew
isCCHARAK.LCHARAK [Backwards [k
KORACH. [Ehiv[idlvine[bhckwards.Mine
in(] Hebrew[ is[] GEFEN.J GEFEN
backwards[GE[INEFEG.[KORACH[dnd
NEFEG [WereltWoldflthelthreelsbns[df
YITZHAR, [sbn[df[K'HAT, [sbn [Gf[IEVI.
Thelthird[sbn[Was[ZICHRI, [Backwards
would[beMIRKAZ [ihat's wWhom!

[9][Binchas[idtroduced[ih [His [chatching
sedra

Theldame[Rinchas[dccurs[25times[ih
Tanach, [dllI[dxceptldnce With[d[YUD
after[the[PEl[ahd[Hefore[the[M'CHAS.
| 8ltimes, [the[réference[idtd PINCHAS
ben[Hlazar[Ben[AharonHaKohen.[The
first(dime[Pinchas [k hentioned [k [h
Va'eira.[Thelgimatriya[df(RINCHAS[i$
208.[Thelgimatriya[df(MA'EIRA[S[208.
So[dPinchasOisintroducedinChis
numericallyCatching[sedra.[ By[ the
way, MITZCHAK [ahd[HAGAR [alsoale
208.[And[Binchas[and[Vashti[Havelthe
samel] ATBASHLI gimatriya.[] And
PINCHASO andd CHANANYA
cross[nhatch[fh[Both [directions[MHot
common.[PINCHAS's[rkgular[gimatriya
isCCHANANYA'sCATBASH, [AndHice
versa.[Sbrry,[gbtlalbit[chrriedavay.

[10]MhelsédralofCbve@Emunah
AHAVAMEEMUNAHEM+5+2+5[0 3)

+VAV6) 3 [1+40+6+50+57102) =
[21,[the blimberloflplsukimid Ma'eira.

[11]MazalPic

Forlthe[dst[séverallykars, We've[uked|al
visual MTriddle[tbrkpresent[the[mhazal
(Zodiaclsign) [ofthe [month, [chther [than
the[regular"[3ymbolsHor[the[3igns.
EachJear[itldets[Harder[toldomeldp
with[something[1new.ISH'VAT s
Aquarius, [the[Water[chrrier[dr[drawer.
D'LI(bucket)id [Hebrew.[ThislykarWe
went[With[(the[brightest[Star[ih[the
constellation[Aquarius.[Although[the
alphaldksignationfislukually luked for[the
brightest[3tar[ih[4[donstellation,[the
brightest[ktar[in[JAquariusis[ Beta
Aquarii,[d.k.a.[Sadalsuud.[The[dame[i$
Arabicl(ds[atelmhany[cbmmon [nhmes of
stars) Ltheaning[Ilick Caf[Tlicks,[But[the
namelis[depicted[ih [the [Mazal [Bic[ak[al
saddle[ahd[slids.[And [yes, [alldicture [df
the[MOVILCARTZI,Osrael'sChational
water[] carrier] is[] better[] than
Saddlelslids.[So[aleJdckahd il.[That's
theay[itlgbes.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

In[Radin, (A Cdispute[Cdrose[Among[ the
yeshivalstudentsaboutlthe[mhashgi’ach [df
thelykshiva.

Some[of[dthe LstudentsClthought[lthe
mashgi’ach[should[be[let[Clgo, Clwhile
others[thought[Re[dhould[demain.[This
argumentlchused[allgreat[deal [df[ftiction
within[theykshiva.

Whileldvery[aktempt[Was[chade[tb [deep
thelargument[ftom[the[Qhafetz[Thayim,




he[deventually[Jheard (about[it,[Jand
decided[tblaHdress[thelstudents.

“This[drgument[has[¢aused[people[to
speak[Badly[df[dthers,” [(He[Began,[Hand
the[Rambam [rliles[that[dne[Who[speaks
badly[dbout[dthers[Has[do[Placelihlthe
Worldto[L€Come.[That[dtatement it [do
severe[thatlomitted [iftom [ohy [vblume,
the[Qhafetz[Qhayim.

“In[Tractate[Sanhedrin[elakre[tbld[that
thelgreat[Sages[donvened[dnd[debated
about[] whether[ Shlomo[] HaMelech
shouldCbeldn[Cthe[MWorld[Cko[ICome,
becauseWelale[tbld[after [all [that [(he [did
evillih [the [dyes[df[Hashem.’ [Th [(Hleaven,
though, [they[did[hot[Agree[With[fhis
debate,[LAnd[A[fire[tame[Hown[from
Heaven[ahd Burnedup[allltheir [Benches.
That[didhot[dissuade[ the[Sages,[dnd
they[dgain[debated[the[point.[Binally,[d
Bat[Kol [(lTHHeavenly Moice ([IIbld[them
toldesist[ftom [thislihe [dfldebate.

“Now, [the[question [chn[Be[akked:[MWhat
difference[¥houlddtCiakeLdn[Heaven
whether [the[Sages[ih [this[World[decide
whether [ King[d Solomon [ should [ or
shouldn’t[Be[in[(#he[World [Ho[Come?
Can’tCdHeaven[decide[donOitsClown,
regardless[bfCvhat[the[Sages[in[this
world[decide?

Yet,[from [this[dtory We[dee[that[What
the[Bages [ In[khis[world[decide[ kan
determineWhathhppens(id[Heaven.

“While I know [that[dll [df[youfeel[that
your[dosition[ih[degard[tb[the[dquestion
at[Hand[i$ [@n linpeccable[dnelih[degard
to[Halachaland[that[What[you[dre[doing
is[dut[dflcbncernfbrHalacha,[the[fct[id
that[things[Have [Been[shid[th [disparage
others,[and[kgarding[this[Rambam[shys
that[people[vhodpeak [ vil Ldf[bthers
have[nb[placelid[the World[tb[Qome.

“InCtase[dny Ldf[youlthink[(that[What
Rambam Lsays[it[dnly [His [Miew [But[that
that[ik[dot[the[Ralacha, T Wantyouldo
know[that[dnce[Rambam [shid[it, [that[i$
thelbhlachal1”

Maharalldn/theSedra

AbsenceMakes(the
Heart Grow Fonder

Sh'mot[12:28[MAnd[the[Thildren[df
Israelldwent[Jand[0did[Jas[C0Hashem
commanded, [sb[they (did.

Rashi:[Thelverselcbuntsgbing[ak[wWell
as[Hoing[to[teach[that[there[ds[h
separate[deward[fbr[the[going[]k’char
halicha].

Gur([Arye: [fwe[ateltbld[they[did that
which[(Hashem Ctommanded[Already,
why [now [ale[We[tbldTthey [Went”? [Tt
is [tb [inform Ls [the[inportanceldflthe
going[to[ Ho[ AL tommandmentLas[ 4
separate[dctLivorthy Lodf[deward.[The
sages[daid, [(TLet[hy[portion[beWith
those[Wholdied[dn[the[Way[tb[doing[al
commandment”[JIShabbat[1 18b].[Tk[ik
known[khat[if[lone[ beginsLimoving
toward[Jan[Jobject,[JhisC]emotional
connection[to[it[ik[greater[than[dne
already [dlose[toLit, [for [dIthough [the
object[id[not[wWith [him, (hle [id[motivated
to[approachit. LdThisUis[aldmore
completelemotionalattachment.

MDK:[Qonsider[thelvkrseWelrkciteab
wel blaceYefillin[CJonCourChand. [F
betrothYoulforever,[étc.” [J]Hoshei'a

2:21].[Ourtelationship[As[A[people
with[Hashem [id[perpetual[ehgagement,
not[Imarriage.[1Engagement[]implies
distance[ahd[theldnging[that[gbesWith
it, (AndCdccursCdndheTevel Cof[Boul.
Marriage[Chnd[CkonsummationCwould
haveimplied[kloseness,[which[kan
result(ih[diminution[df[Ibnging.[Babbi
Mayer [akks[[Nida[3| b] (Why[the [Torah
decrees[] separation ] of [ the[] nida
[menstruantl] woman]Ud from[] her
husband.[He[ahswers [idid[id [drder [that
she[Bellbved[dnd[desired[ds[sheWas
when[hebrought[herunderCthe
marriagelcanopy.
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Lesson#[546

Paying for the Theft

When(the(thiefThas fomake [Hestitution
for[Wwhathel stole,  there  arel different
opinions.[ There[lis[onelopinion [ that
holds that(the [thiefimay[make [payment
in[cashlorlinlkind, or[by transferring
real [estate[oflthat[Value[to[the [Victim.
Thesepayments[inkind (may[beinade
even[Jif[Jthe[Jthiefl ThasJcash. JIf[Jthe
payment[isCmade[by[thelthiefl trans[]
ferringreal(@state it Mhust Bemade from
thelhighestquality [of Tand[of(the hief.
Therelis@nother(dpinion thatifthe thief
possessescashlor(teal[éstatehelis[not

permitted[tolpaylin Kind.

Iflthe thiefldoes Mot hiave @ssets tomhake
restitution, thelamountlowed becomes(a
debtlandlcanlbel¢ollected [atlany fime
without[limit. [(In[Biblical times,the
thiefCwho [ could thot[imake[Trestitution
was(sold[@s(aslavetoBelablefopaylthe
debt.[ThisCapplied Conlytoliales.)CA
thieffwho Wants fothake [peaceWwith (is
Maker Wwilllfry [to make(an [éffort[to[pay
offlthis(debt.

Ifltwo[persons(steallan(object,[theylare
jointly(liablefor(the [éntire[value[dfthe
stolen[object.[Eachlis[deemed tobela
guarantor(] ofl] the[] other[ to[] make
restitution. [Even[iflone fledor[hasho
assetsto[pay[for theltheft, the Victim
may[collect[theentireCamount oflthe
theftfromthelotherthief.

Levilsaw[Reuvenleénterlinto[Shimon’s
premiseslandisteal@nlobject. Theldbject
camelinto(the hands[oflLevi. If(Levilis
certain[ that[ Reuven /[ stole[ the[ bbject,
Levimustreturn(the(objectfo[Shimon.
IfLevilreturnsthelobjecttoReuven, he
must/pay[Shimon [for(theobject. TfILevi
loses[thel object,[ Shimon[imay[ collect
the[compensation from[ either[Reuven
or(lLevi.

IflLevilis mot[certain[that Reuven(stole
thelobjectfrom [Shimon,dsforléxample
Reuven, beforefakingthe objectfrom
Shimon’spremises informs[Levilthat
thelJobjectlJis[IReuven’s[Jand[hellis
retrievinghis[own[object, [then[if Levi
returns[thelobjectto[Reuven, [ Shimon
cannot(sue(lLevilsince lLeviwas[fold By
Reuvenlthatitheobjectwas hisland Llevi
does Mot know otherwise. [Shimon hust
sue[ Reuven. Butl[ifl Levilreturns/the
objectto/Shimon, Reuven(dan/sue Ilevi,



sincel Levilhad[nholtight[tol[teturn[the
object[fo[Shimon,[onceReuven(¢laims
thelobject(waslhis. Levilimay[nothelp
Shimon (at(the[expenseldofiReuven. Levi
should(have[brought[a[lawsuit(in[Beit
Dinmamingboth[Reuvenland $himon
andletthe BeitDinldecide[Wholshould
getthelobject.

IfthelthiefhidesalstolenobjectandHas
tolfleelthe(citywithout(it,[and thenlasks
his(fiend[Yehudalto [bring/thelobject(fo
him,[Yehudalis(alsolliable[tb the victim
forthevalue/dfitheldbject.

Reuven(sends(Naftalilto[steal(an(object
from[]Shimon, [ Jwhich[]Naftali(ldoes,
ReuvenJis[Inot[Jliable[Isince[ 1Naftali
shouldknowthat[it[is[Wwrong[to[steal
andshouldmotTistenfo Reuven.

IYH, nextllesson: theft of intellectualproperty
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GONEITO[MHEDOGS

Theld TorahU tellsC] us[d in[1 such
comforting[Thnguage, (Against[done
oflthe[Children[dflIsrael[dhallldny
dogWhet[his[tbngue” [(8h'mot[1l:7).
Ibn[Ezra[translatesLIYECHERATZ

L'SHONOLAs[bark[drbite,vhich
gives[pbint(tb[the fdllowing[story.

Jews[Were[ bften[$caredbf[ Hogs,
especiallylih[(Hastern[Burope,[Where
the[pogromsLihvolved[detting[fero[]
cious[dogs[Ibosel[dn[the[Jews.[1t[is
said[that[sbmeonelchme[tb[his[rhbbi
and [shid,[FRabbi, ITam [frightened [df
dogs!”[rheFabbilFeplied,[3'Don’t
worry;[the[Torah[says[that[do[dog
will[dttack[dne[df L the[ChildrenLdf
Israel!” [MThat’s[all Mery [Well, [chbbi,”
said[the[mhan, [But[How[do[Tknow
theldbgs[uhderstand[Hebrew?”

Fairldnough.[Thelshges[Had[dlgoor
opinion[of[ldogs,[ Jhowever,[llong
beforel] the[] pogroms[]and[] the
Cossacks.[Bven[ih[dncientdays[the
dogs[Would[pgrowl[in[skarch [df[fbod
andWvould[dften [BarkLodr[howl LAl
night.[Thelshges[shid, ©AnyoneWho
indulges[inCévil[talk[{lashon [hara)
deserves[tb[belthrown [tb(theldogs”.
Thell connection[] with[] dogs[1is
probably[khat[evil[talk[luses[{or
rather, [ohisuses) [the[tbngue, [ahd[the
verse[about[dogs[also[mhentions[the
tongue.

The[ddangers[]of[evil[dtalk[Jare
constantly [ emphasisedLin[Judaism,
and[many[lofClthe[1Yom LKippur
confessions[have [ to[Ho [ With[$ins
committed[] with[ thel] tongue.
Warning[LlkhatUimalice[and[gossip
would[Be[deverely[punished[ik[the
messagel lof[Ithe[drabbinic[linter[]
pretation [thatlthe(ldper, [the[n’tzora,
is[shffering(blecause (hk [Was [mhotzilrh,
“theldtterer[dflavil”.[Ih[the[dase[df

our[Verse,[ the[kages[vere[fuite
literally [delling[people[that[Because
ofLévil[falk[dheyWould[go[doLdhe
dogs.[It'sChotLéntirely[fair[to[the
dogs[to[Beldemonised[ih [this[Way,
especiallylsince[Biblical [ahd [rhbbinic
literature [are[Well[aware[df(dogs[ak
loyal (driends,[butCpreachers[bften
cannot[avoid[lthe[ltemptation Lof
bringingolkprejudicesLinto[their
homilies.

HACHODESHHAZEH [LACHEM

According[tb[ah[dmail [ffom[the[irael
New[Moon[Sbciety, "For[the[firstltime
in[years,[the[Moon[is[éxpected[to
appear[on[dhe[29th[bf[dhis[Hebrew
month. Mhat[mheans[thatltheMoon[that
wouldlréquireltéstimony Willappearloh
the[date[that[thatches[the[dalculated
calendar."

Thislid[ihdeed[rhre[Hecauseldflskveral
factors:Lthe[divergence[between[the
actual [{astronomical) Linolad[And[the
announced[tholadvhich [k [Based [dn
thelaverage[time[id[thkes[the [Moon[tb
golthroughifs [cycle [df[phases, [the [fct
that[Rosh[HaShanalih [dur[fixed[chlen[]
dar[is[dften[dn[dlday[that[the[Moon
would[dot[Have[Heen Misible[the [dight
before,[andCthe Cvarious CrulesCfor
lengths[f[honths[thatLonly [dpprox[]
imatelthelréality.

In[dther Mords,[i[id[not[common[that
Rosh[Chodesh [(bflany Lchonth)[Would
belon[the[damel[day[ih[foday's[fixed
calendar[ds[it[Would[(Be[if[We[Rad[d
Sanhedrin[] that[] proclaimed[] Rosh
Chodesh[based[bnCéyewitness[festi[]
mony [tb [the [first[visibility [df[the linar

crescent.

Not[decessarily Lsignificant[ih [dny[deal
way, blut[ilidlckrtainlyalcliriosity [ofthe
twoldalendar[dystems[that[e[Have Il
onelWhen[We[Have[d[Sanhedrin [{past
and[fliture)[dnd[dne[WhenWeldon't.
But[who[Knows[[Ihhaybe[id[does[chean
somethingkpecial...

HACHODESHHAZEH
LACHEM.

The[pasuk[ih [hisiveek's[Sedralthat
contains[thefirstLrhitzva[ G [dldavelto
the[Jkwish[Beople[[IBven [Beforelthey
(we)I&ft[Bgyptlisd[thel[dstablishment[df
the[Jewish[Qalendar.[Twicelthe[dasuk
says[LLACHEM, (o [You{to[lis).[We
therefore[3houldCknow[nore[about
thisCkpecial LgiftL from JG[d[ ko[ His
Chosen[PEople.

Months/hhveleither 2P [dhys ol 3D [dhys.
ThisLis[3o[because[ the[nonths[are
based[dn [the [c}cleoflthe Moon, hich
takes[d[Bit[orelthan[29:[days[ o
completeliksLdycle[df[ phases.[In[dhe
time[ of[] Sanhedrin[] and[] Kiddush
HaChodesh[based[Jon[eye[Witness
testimony [t [the [first Misibility [df[the
LunarlC¢rescentland[the[Adjustments
made[By [the[Sanhedrin, [When[deces[]
sary,[ahy[month[cbuld[(@ndWill bk [able
to)[bhve 2P [l 3D [dhys. Blutlid [olur fiked
calendar, [dpecific[Iengths[dre[dssigned
tolthemonths.

Welskart[With[the[thonths[alternating
between3D[ahd 2P [dhys.

Tishrei[30,[Marcheshvan[29, [Kislev30,
Tevet[2P,Sh'vat 30, [Adar 2B, Nisan 3D,
lyar2D, [Slvan 3D, [Mamuz 2P, [Av (3D, [Elul
29.



Twolnonths[¢an[ary.[Marcheshvan
sometimes[Has[30[days.[Kislevlsome[]
times[hhs 20 [dhys.[Adar [Alef[(vhen[We
haveldne)[Has[30[days.[The[Adar[that
precedes[Misan[dlways[Has[29.[Thirty
dayslhhth...

Rosh[@hodesh[Sh'vat[{thefirst[dflthe
eleventh[Conth)Us[the[Hay[ Moshe
Rabeinubkganhis[réview[ofTorah

Rosh[@hodesh[Sh'vatiWwasthe
unsuccessfulldandidatedbr
Rosh[HaShanaallanot[Bonors.

Its[dandidacylWas[dhampionedBy
Beit(Bhammai,ButXhelAonors
wentdb[TUBiShvat.

Calendar[trivia:[Rosh[Chodesh[$h'vat
was[dn[Dec.[3Ist,[11785. [t's [skheduled[tb
be[dn[Beb.[1st,[A196.[Bor[the[410LJears
between, [it [k [dlways [ih Jhnuary,Cén [dny
date[from[thedst[do[the[3 I st.L{AlIJhn.
dates[atelcbveredflom 1900 [tb dhte.)

[Parshe Poiits ¢o [Pencker
Suggestedlahswers

I [The[KlilLYakar[@Answers[dhat (G D
madelalniracleltd[plinishid [the [plecise
orderofldtheorigination Lof[the
persecution [df(the[Jéws[ahd [nhade[the
locusts[invade[the [ palaceHirst[Since
that[idwherelthelplottd[persecutelthe
Jewsldriginated, [then Worked [their [y
outward[tb[the[Homes[df[His[skrvants
wholdarried[dut[the[Ring's[Plot,[dnd
then[tb [the[restaf[EpyptWho[jdinedlid

onlthelpkrsecution.

2)MheSlfornolekplainsthatlthe[plague
of Ibcusts[Was[the[dnly[dnel[ih[Which
permanentldamage[dould[He[daused[if
Moshe[ldid[notUstopLlthe[plague
immediately. (While[dll[the [drops[Had
been[ehten, [Phr'oManted[tb[mhakelslire
that[the[locusts[Wouldhot[#at[ the
roots[dfltheldropslandlgreventthem
fromlelerlgtowinglagain.

3) @Mhe[@hrHaChayim [points[dutlthat
accordingltbltheldriginal [plan, [the Jéws
wouldlehterdraelsbon[after[rkceiving
the[Torah.[Thus,[the[dextfimelthey
wouldLdbserve [ these Thws[Would[Be
after[] theyl] enterd thel] Iland.
Unfortunately, [sin [prevented[that[ftom
taking[place[ahd[that[is[Why[there[Had
to[Be[dlspecificldommand[tb[dbserve
Pesach[When[their[skcondlyear[ih[the
desertlchmelatound.



