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Welallhaveadittie Yitroliinus

ORIWESHOULD![Arelyouldn [BFBL{Frum[from Birth [IlJew[BornGhto[d
religious[family)? (Ever Londer[if[you[vould [have [inade[d [ ¢hoice[do[be
observant[iflybulbhdn't[BeenBornidto[slich alfimily? [Ever Wonder [iflybu (hhd
beenbbrnlnbn[Jéwish, Wouldlybulhhve bken[drawntd Judaism?

ArelybuaIBT [(BaalM'shuva[[laJéwMho[Becamelabservant bl [choicelabaltéen
or[atult)? [EverMonder [iflybuouldbhve bken [drawn [tb [iidaism (hhd [ybubken
bornhbn[Jéwish?

AllCdrLinostLofLtheHirst[partLdf[ Parshat[Yitrolik[but[bf[ place[{notlin
chronologicalldrder).[Qertainly, fbrthoseMholatceptlthe [dpinion[thatlahe [df
thelthings[thatMitro (Heard[Was[Matan[Torah[[IRevelation[ak [Sinai,[the [Whole
Yitro[dortion[i$[dut[dflsequence.[Andldven [if[youldcceptthat[Yitro[(Heard
aboutlthe[Bxodus[dnd[@boutlthe[Battle[dgainst[Amalek,[And[He [dould[Have
comeltbMosheMith Mziporaahdhkrltvo sbnsbkforelthe lelents [at Sinai, [then
the[dpisode[dflHis [dbservingHis[sbn [id [Aw[ih [action, [shiggesting [allsystem [df
judges,[ahd[G [d's["hgreement" [With Yitro[ahd [ihstructions [tb [Moshe[about[al
gradedlsystem[dflcburts, Was[dkfinitely [after [Matan [Morah [(Rashi, fdrekample,
says [itlwasafter Mom [Klippur), [ahd [therefore [illislstill ot [ofséquence.

SolwWhyldoes(theTorah[téll[us [aboutMitro [at[this[point? Mhterrupting, [ak [i[id,
thelskquenceldfigleatlelents, filledWith Wonderslahd[nhiracles [lthe [plagues[of
Egypt, [the[Exodus,[the[drossing[df[theldea,[the[thanna,[the[Battle[dgainst
Amalek...ahd[then, theafrival [atSinailahdthe [réceivinglofthe [Morah.

Thelfirst[phrt[df[ParshatMitro[id[sb [dut [df[place [Thbt [dst[id [the [timeline, [but
inltheltdnelahdMoodlofltheldbscriptions. Suiblime, kliblime...

withthelmundanelsandwiched between. conk. an page 4 word mf [ﬂhe month In[aboutltivo Weeks, We Wil [usher i [the
first[dfltlvo[Adars.[We[khow[that[nbow[ahd[We've ldhown [iffbr[allbng[time.

Jerusalem [Shabbatlid/outltimesfdrParshat YITRO Welfbllow[dlgattern[that[allows s tb (Mnow[Whenthere[are[dne[dr[tdvo
. o Adars[ih[Eny[given[jear. [(With[d[Sanhedrin,[it's[A[different [Story.[(Wnder

4:2 1pm [195:43 PM (seelphgeBlfdr[dtherzinanim) "regular"[dircumstances, [the[Shnhedrin [shves[the[ahnouncement[doncerning

Checked, [doublelchecked, ahd[ttiple[checked fr [Parshat Mitro oneldfltwo[Adars[until (the [thonth [dflAdar[Has[Hegun.[Sometime[tbwards
the[Heginning[dflthe [thonth [(but[it[dould [He [ter), [algroclamation[is [mhade
thatlthe fdllowing[month Wil [nbt[ble [Nissan, [Butlrhther [ahother[Adar.[When ¢
necessary, [the[adhnouncement[dan[Be [thade[as[darly[as[Rosh [HaShana,[But ri(
never[beforelthelykar begins. lflchn bk [predicted, (Butnbt[declared. &




Candles YITRO Havdala
4:27pm Yerushalayim 5:43pm
4:45pm S'derot 5:46pm
4:43pm Gush[Btzion 5:43pm
4:43pm Raanana 5:44pm
443pm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 5:44pm
4:42pm Netanya 5:83pm
4:44pm Rehovot 5:44pm
483pm Be'er[Sheva (&) 5:45pm
483pm  Modi'ineDashmona'im  5:43pm
4:2Tpm Petach[Tikva 5:44pm
42lpm  Maale[Bdumim  5:42pm
44pm  Ginot[Shomron  543pm
4:41pm Gush[Shiloh 5:42pm
4:43pm K4[&Hevron 5:44pm
4:42pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 5:43pm
4:44pm YadBinyamin 5:44pm
4:45pm Ashkelon 5:46pm
4:29pm Tzfat 5:40pm
442pm  Zichron[Yaakov  5:43pm

Rabbeinu[MamHavdala[IWITRO & | 9pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI

next[ubek 14 23 Shvat * January 19 28
4:34 /(549 ) . S
452 (715352 Earliestl Talitl &1 T'filin00000005:4605:43am
4249@49 SunriselI0000000000000000000000006:3906:36am
4:49[7T5350 SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiiiiiin9:1409:13am
4500715350 (MageniAvraham:08:3608:36am)
4-49[7T519 SofiZ'mani T'ilan00000000010:06010:06am
4:50|I|550 (MageniAvraham:19:3419:35am)
4:49 U551 ChatzotIo0ooioooooooooo1 1:49%011:52am
: (halachicinoon)
4:49[[T549
434 [7T5350 Minchal Gedolainnonoo0on12:20012:22pm
4:34|I|E48 (earliest’Mincha)
448 [TTSH9 PlagiMinchannoooniooooooonooi3:5604:03pm
4-48 [1T548 Sunsetl(00000000000000005:0605:14pm
450715350 (basedi onl seal level:1 5:0005:09pm)
4:49[1T549 - -
450715350 www.ttidbits.com
45| (T35 1 for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
4:35[11546 lite,XL), ParshaPix, text[fie,
4:48[ 11549 Palm [vkrsion,MorahTidbits

Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

YYChRChPK (Some monogram, eh?)

| Becherson, Dodavahuson, Zichrison, and a few from Ezra |

TheHebrew [English
SedralHaftara/common [factor

V2V 'V N22D
Foliage= MY *Branch= )y
Twig= 19
Trunk = Y¥)s[(Tree) stump = OF)
Shoot= 99INEPRith = N2

Famousl[gimatriya:MITRO[E[&D6,
representing(the[606 [mitzvot hk [aHded
tolthe[NoahideZIwhenhk[jdineddrael.

Son of Moshe with and without a NUN

| First mentioned in Yitro; explained in Esther

g7 High[ldeals[ Ho[hot[ go[far
withoutlhighideas[tdpbwerthem.

From('A[Candle(by[Day"by[RabbiShragaSilverstein

| Ifit'sTuesday, Thismustbel] |

Thislidlalmath[question, [uhrelatedtbthe [sédralalr[ahythinglelse:
Whatl[islthe [nkext[térm [oflthis[séquence? (2] (3] (5] [T, (311, (TR 7, [7D9...
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Welchn [skel[tivo[different[reasons[fbr
the[Yitrolidtro"[{¢atchy, [nb?)[tb[Matan
Torah.[And[dot[dnly [does[the[episode
of¥litrolcbme [at [this[dramatic[point[id
the[Torah,[the[skdralih [Which[We[find
the[account[df(Maamad[Hlar[Sinailand
MatanTlorahlid[chlledMITRO.This[fHEct
certainly Chighlights[the[huestion [ bf
what[lve [hust[Tearn (rom[fhe [Yitro

factor.

Theldwoldifferent[deasonsGust[den]
tioned[akelrkally[tivo féatures[dfYitro
([his[don Jéwish[(background[dnd[his
being[ah iddividual, nbt[phrtloflalgtoup.

Among[lthe[brachotCiwelhave [ or
differentldxperiences,[i$[alBrachalthat
is[shid[When[dneldees[dlhultitude [df
Jews.[Multitude[i[defined[ds[dt[Tkast
600,000 Jews[(in[Bretz[Yisrael).[That
number[id[dbviously[notrhndom [Ti[id
thelhumber[eldssociate LWith[Bnei
Yisrael.[Thelblacha, after[the [ubual fist
six[Words,[Baruchlata...i{s[(CHACHAM
HARAZIM,OwhichCineans[{He) Civho
knowsalllskcrets.[Atfirstiglance, [that's
alstrange[Wording[fbr[theBracha.[Nlot
one[WelWould[Have[guessed.[Blessed
are[You,[(HaShem...(OWwho Cknows [l
secrets...[oflehch[ahdlelery[pkrson.

For @l finite (Humans, [dlthass [df [thore
than[a[halfCinillionCpeople s Ljust[a
blurry[jumble[dflpeople.[It[id[sb [chany,
that[dur[Brains[dannotlget[away[ffom
thelldrgelnimbers.Welséelpkople, (bt
weldan't[fbcusdnihdividuals.[It's[iist
toolalerwhelming.

And[Welakknowledgelthis[By[declaring
that[G[dlahd[dnly [G [did[the[DneWho

can[fdcus[adn [ehchiddividual[id lalgroup
ofsb[many.

From[&nslavementlinCEgypt[ to[the
events[thatlpleceded(the[Exodus, fdlom
then[o[the[dealdnd[dcross[theldea,
through [the[first[part[dfldur[tiavels[id
the[Mlidbar, tb[HarSinai...[Welakelslich
an[dverwhelming[hultitude[that[dach
individual[id[svallowed[up [ih [the[sheer
numbers.

ButYitro[Was[dnelohan.[And[Helchme
to[dheJewish[people[By[¢hoice.[He
experimented [wWith [many [bkliefs[ahd bk
choseJlidaism.[Weldeed[tb[delate [th
that[when Clwellexamine[Cour Clown
acceptance[dfltheTorah[ahd[ohake [olur
ownlcommitmentltdGld

Interestingly, e réad ofYitrotbgether
with[Matan[Morah[ahd[Welrkad[Megilat
Ruth[dn [Shavuot[ohorning, fbr [phrtially
the[same[gdoal:[SheWas[dn[ihdividual.
She[dame [tdo Judaism[By[dhoice.[She
made[aldommitment[that[Weldan[and
should[rélateltd.

It[i$ [(Hard[tb [ilnagine [(Having[Har[Sinai
lifted[dbove[the[Heads[df[ Il L[ Bnei
Yisrael;[ilid[ehsier [tb[ske[alYitrolahdl[al
Ruth[makeltheirlcbmmitments.

At[the[3ame[time[that[ive[try[to
identify (With [all [df[the [people[dfI3rael
wholshouted[dutltbgether(theiragree[]
ment[tb [fbllow[G [d, [We [chust[also[akk
ourselves[the[dquestions[dhat[dpened
this[[kadlidbit.

Ourl[goal? Mo [He[tbtally [dommitted[tb
Gld [His[orah,His[Lhnd, His[People...
onlalpkrsonal, iddividual [dvel.
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YITRO[stats

 7th [od (54 [sddras; [(54h [ (11 (il (SH'mot
Written [oh (138 [Iihes [id[aITdrah, [tdnks [4bth
|5 (Prshiyot; [4Topen, [T] [cIbsed

75* [psukim (ks (47 th
(only (TTsddras [hve [felver [pksukim)

[ 105 [wbrds, [4D22 Oekters (TIdnks [4bth
Yitro [isItHe [sthallest [sddra [ [SH'mot

*Tradition [isItHat [Vikro (hds [T [pYsukim, [ndt (75. [If
you [cdmbine [tHe [fist (o [plsukim [of (tHe [Aderet
HaDibrot, [ad[sdme [sdurces [dd, [tHere [wlll [hé [T
p'sukim [id[Yikro. (T wk [cdunt (DIBROT [rdther [tHan
p'sukim Cfdr [tHe [Mderet (HhDibrot, [tHen [tHe [nimber
drops [td 72 [{from [T5) [add [tHat [might [rdconcile
the [difference. (Blit [ndt [qdite. (Bbcause [when [wb
read [tHe (Aderet (haDibrot [wlth (TAAMEI HA'ELYON
(as (Dibrot), [Here [ade [odly (9TpYsukim/dibrot, [sthce
the [fifst [two [ade [définitely [cdmbined. (Total [T

Problem?

MITZVOT

Yitro [cdntains [V [od[tHe (613 [iitzvot;
3 [pdsitive [add [14 [pohibitions;
(14 [oftHe [TV (ade [within [tHe [Aderet (HhDibrot)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:YL(Z)]End ]S> X:Y [{Z)] Ghdicate
startUofaLparshalp’tuchaClor Cs’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [ds[Perek:Pasuk Cbf[the
beginning[dflthe [phrsha;[(¥)[id[the [dumber
of [plsukimid [the[phrsha.

Numbers[in[]square[brackets][hre[the
Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer[(HaChinuchCLAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[1 A=ASEI
(positive [initzva); LL=LAV {prohibition) [T
Rambam [ countsCpositives[1(248) Cland
prohibitions[(365)[deparately. (X:Y [k [the
perek[ahd[pasukftom [Which [the [mhitzvalid

counted.

Kohen(IFrst[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [IIIB: | (118

[P> 18:10(27)] Yitro,0 Moshe's
fatherfinaw,0 hears "alll thatOd has
happened"lolthelChildrenbflsrael
andlcomesltoMoshelwithOTzipora
anddMoshe's[(actually,0Tzipora'sO0
that’s howl thell Torahl describes
them!)l twol sons,0 Gershoml and
Eliezer.0Moshe,0 Aharon,0anddthe
EldersOwelcomell Yitrodwith0 great
honor.YitrolpraisesOGOdorfhllthat
HelhasMoneltorlthePeople.

SDT: Thelstraightreading of this\portion
indicates [ that[] Yitrol) heard[] about] the
CrossingloflthelSealand of thelbattle With
Amalek.[Theselarethe éventsliecordedlin
thel previous! sedra. Other| commentaries
point_tol certaintextuall references ubout
Sinailand"arel of! the opinion[thatYitro
camelafter Matan[Torah, [Sometimelduring
thellalmost!lonel lyearthat!Ithel ] People
remained|¢amped hear Sinai. [ If this(is(so,
thenwel havelanlexamplelof 'therelis ho
setlorderlinlthel Torah'sl accountl of What
happen(ed/s)".[AndWelc¢anladd thelevents
ofSinailtothelistloftwhat Yiro "heard|and
came". [ Of course, when[the Torah[does
notl follow! chronological sequence, [ there
arellreasons...landl]sometimes Iwel] get
insight(intoWhat(thoselieasonsinightbe.
SeelLead Tidbit.

OUlsraellCenterfrTb40 15 % ParshatlYTTROG771

VAYICHADLIYITRO,L]Yitro[dwas
delighted With [all[df[the[gbod[that[G[d
had[Honeor[ the[people[bf[Israel.
That's[the Cplain” [oheaning o the Word.
RashilJ mentions[] another[] possible
meaning Lbf[ the LivordLIIIbf[ the [3kin
breaking[] out[] in[] “gooselBlumps”,
perhaps[JalJsubconscious[feeling[Clof
mortification [for [#he CLdownfall Cof[his
former[kolleagues.[ 1One[has[to[ be
sensitive[And[¢areful Lith[vhatLbne
saysltdalcbnvertlakpbtentiallcbnvert.

Levi[IStcond[Aliya
| 1 [plsukim [IIIB: 1323

Onl thel "followingl day",0 Yitro
observesll] Moshell judgingll the
PeoplelfromOmorningduntillnight.
HeloffersOsuggestionsQfordalmore
efficientl system.0 Moshell should
teachlthePeopleBvhatiGdequires
oflthem,[hndhelhouldhlsohandle
thell mostl difficultl questionsl and
disputes.OButlthelbulklofltheldaily
judgingll shouldll bell assignedld to
qualifiedlindividllualsOwholwilldbe
inlchargelofllgroupslofliten, Ofifty,0a
hundred,landl0althousandOpeople.
Yitrolkxplainsthatlthisthewlbystem
willlhotbnlylmakelthingslkasierfor
Moshe,butlthelpeopleltoolwilllbe
benetfited.

(ThisCportion Lodf[the[Sedraldefinitely
seems[do[Rave[dccurred[dfter[Matan
Torah,Ldven [iflyjou Ldvant[do[day [that
Yitro'slakiginallatrivalwasbkfore.)

SDT: "Onlthelfollowingday..." The plain
meaning[would'be, "onlthelday!following
Yitro'slarrival. [Rashi,lhowever, [quotes [the
MidrashUinTsayingthat(the[dayTwas the

morrow!of Yom Kippur, that very first Yom
KippurwhenMoshelcameldown  from|the
mountain[ with[ the second( set of Luchot.
Thismakes[anlimportant statelinent, [that
notUonlyisUbuilding the I Mishkanlan
essential part of the'gettingbackto(life
followingl] thell Golden| Calfl] disaster"
period, [but(solisthel éveryday sociall and
civillfunctioningloflthepeople.

InltheThiglpicture, (weseel that Parshat

Yitrowith(thelinaindescription of Matan

Torahl) precedes!] Mishpatim![] with[] its

mundane, Ueveryday, down(tolearth laws.

Yetlat(thelbeginninglof! Yitro, Welfind this

outloflsequence! portionllof thel IMishpal
tim(related! concept. ' And[ at[ thelend[ of
Mishpatim, Welhavelthelrest oflthe storylof
Maamad|HarSinai. SoWhichveallycomes

firstU I Tthel lofty, Uspirituall dimensions| of
Judaism, LorLeveryday!life? [ Wel can| {and

should)looklatlitlasapackageldeal.

Howeveroullbok[at[thefirst[part[df
thelskdra, [the[story[df[Yitrolskems[tb
belah[idterruptionBetween[thelevents
of[the[Bxodus[ahd[the[Splitting[df[the
Sealdn[theldnelhhnd,[ahdMatanTorah
on[the[dther.[But[it[id [definitely[MIOT
an[ihterruption[It[i$ [aldre[Hequisite
for[Matan[Torah.[Moshe'sMiew[dflthe
judginglplrocess, [ak[hk [elkplains [t Yitro
who [@sks[Him [What[He's[doing, [id [that
the[peoplelcome[tb (Him [NIDROSH[ET
HA'ELOKIM, [tb [skek[G [dl Yitro's[pbint
is[that[therel[id[alldck [df[dvility [among
theldisputingliddividuals hich [mhust[ble
handled[IBEFORE[lthey[lcan[Clpursue
Knowledge Lof LG [d. LT hisLinterlude
about[divil[justice[dan[deach[dis[dhat
good[ihterpersonalltelations [allows[us
to[teally[BenefitLfrom[Matan[Torah.
Similarly, (DERECHLERETZLKODMA
LATORAH.
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Shlishi[[Third[Aliya
4[plsukim [111B:24 217

MoshelacceptslYitro'ssuggestions
andlselectsOtheljudges.0Commenl
tariesl] pointl outl thatl thel actual
qualificationsll ofll thel judgesl that
Moshell selected]l werell more
"modest"0 than0 Yitrol hadl recoml[
mended.l In0 theory,0 thel very
highestl caliberll personlshoulddbe
soughtlhfterlhsfudge.Onlbeality,Bve
oftenlhaveltolsettlelforthelbestlve
canltindnburlkociety.

Moshel sendsll Yitrol offll onl his
journeyltodMidyanl(tolconvertlhis
family,kays[Rashi).

Notice that the first three Aliyot are all part of a
single parsha, the parsha of Yitro (not to be
confused with weekly Parshat Yitro). Pull that
parsha out of the Torah for a moment (don't
worry, we'll put it back), and the next thing we
read about is Israel traveling from Refidim
towards Sinai. This follows smoothly from the
battle with Amalek which took place in Refidim.
Sequentially, the removed parsha of the Yitro
episode is not missed at all. Therefore, it seems
obvious that the Yitro portion is there for its
lesson value alone. Which is fine, and is how we
understand the EIN SEDER MUKDAM
UM'UCHAR BATORAH phenomenon. The
Torah is not just going to put things out of
chonological order for no good reason (mentioned
earlier).

R'vi'i [{Eburth[Aliya
6 [plsukim [IIIP: |

Here[begins[the[Torah[teadingfor
Shavuotidorning

[P> 19:1025)] Thel Torahl now
returnsltolthelsequenceloflY'tzi'at
Mitzrayiml toll Matanll Torah.0 On
Roshl Chodeshl Sivanl (six0 weeks
afterdeavingEgypt)helChildrenbf
IsraellhrrivelhtBinai.

WorthHepeating...

In the third month following the Exodus, on THIS
day, they (the Children of Israel) arrived at the
Sinai Wilderness. Why THIS day; THAT day is
how you tell a story. The Torah isn’t a
once upon a time a long time ago story book. The
Torah is a living guide for us, to be constantly
rediscovered. Every day, each Jew should imagine
him/herself at Sinai receiving the Torah anew.
Today we have come out of Egyptian bondage;
today we stand at the foot of Mt. Sinai eagerly
awaiting Divine Revelation, and today we commit
ourselves to G d and what He asks of us. Today is
the first day of the rest of our lives. The words of
Torah which we learn and live should never
become stale. They should be in our eyes as if
TODAY we have received them. We should learn
Torah and do mitzvot with the freshness and
enthusiasm of a first time experience. This too fits
well with the "Yitro model". The challenge: Be a
true Torah Jew all your life, for as many years as
G d gives you, but have an enthusiasm that is
more common to converts and Baalei T'shuva.
(See Lead Tidbit)

Afterll settlingl inl atl thel footO of
Mountl Sinai,0 Moshel ascendsl to
GdO(whateverlthatOreallylmeans)
andiGOdellsthimBwhatelisftolkay
tollthelwomenlandmenl{sequence
isl intentionall andl basedl onl the
analysisloflitheltermsOBeitdYaakov
andl thend Bneill Yisrael).ll A0 clear
connectionfisimadebetweenlGId's
havingltakenOusUOoutlofIEgyptdand
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Hisl takingl usl tol Him0O asO His
Chosenll Peoplell M withld the
conditionllthatOwelfollowOHim0Oand
HislT orah.OtlsbruelthathJewlsla
JewlregardlessUoflhisOkeepinglthe
TorahOorOnot,0butOitOisOclearOthat
GldOhasOalwaysdemandedOoflus
thatl welbell committedl toll Torah
andld Mitzvotl in0 orderO forl our
relationshipbwithIHimIobelmutual
andl activelyll positivel froml both
sides.

€hamishiGth([Aliya
| 3[plsukim 10719

MoshelpresentsdGId'sOwordstolthe
Eldersll (andl thel People),0 who
answerlwithhlresounding' Alllkhat
GldsaysOwelwillldo". (Notlyket[With
the[famous[INaaseh [V'Nishma[IlIthat
comes[dext[Week.)IMoshelthenltells
thel peoplell toll preparel forl three
dayslitollreceivelltheOTorah.0During
thistime,0thel Mountaindwas offl]
limitsl(to0peoplelandltodanimals).
OnltheOmorningloflithelthirddday,
the@Peoplelkzatherlhtlthelfootbflthe
mountainftodthelaccompanilment
ofll thel supernaturalll soundsll and
sightsll ofl thel Shofar,0 thunder,
lightning,0 andl smoke.0 GOdO will
speakltoIMoshelinlsuchlallmanner
thatltheOPeopleOwillObelwitness[to
thisOdirectlcommunication.0When
Moshelwilllkpeak, IGOdOwilllanswer
withlal"voice"O(andOnot0justOviala
visionl orl( spirituall telepathy M so
thatthelpeopleltouldbelpartbflthe
experience).

SDTY: Glditells[ Moshel that the People

should"sanctify| ‘themselves ltoday |JAND
tomorrow". Utlis relativelyléasy!fo sanctify
oneselflon(thelday of thelgreatimiraculous
eventsl ofl Matan[ Torah.[ Thel thallenge!to
eachloflusis to sanctifylourselves onlthe
manytomorrowsthatfollow. 1Thedays
afterthewondrouslevents... Theldaysihen
ourllivestieturnto! "normal". Thislis What
beingUewishlis about. [1lYom U Kippur[is
special andlholy. Ourladditional challenge
isltolsanctify thelday after Yom Kippur. [We
sanctifylthelinundane. There lfore, there
reallylisinothingthatlis actually [mundane
forlus.

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
20[p!sukim [II1H:2020: 14

GOdMescendslbntoMarBinaillsolto
speak)landlcallsOtodMosheltoljoin
Him.O0GdellsMosheltolrepeatlthe
warningll againstl approachingll the
mountain.OMoshelthenlgoesldown
tolthelpeopleltoldtelllthemOGOd's
words.

[S> 20:1@1)] GIHElokim)kpeaks
allihelfollowinglthings,kaying...

What[fbllows[i$/are[Aseret[HaDibrot,
the[Tren[3Commandments.LTThey[LAre
comprised[&f[13[p'sukimDdvhich[don ]
tain[[¥ [mitzvot[ofltheMorah's[All 3.

[S> 20:205)] WhatOwelcalllthe
firstl twoll commandmentsl (or
sayings,Ostatements)darelcombined
indal singlell parshall ofl 50 p'sukim.
Theylcanlbelseenlasltwolsideslof
thelbameltoin.llY oullnustbelieveln
GId;Oyoullmaylnotbelievelinlother
gods...IBiomelChumashimltonsider
thel ANOCHIO pasukd andd LO
YIHYEH...kobelkinglebasuk.On
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TaameiHaElyonltheylhreHefinitely
joinedlntolhkinglelpasuk.

MitzvaWatcch

Thel firstl commandmentl sounds
likelhlstatementbyOGIdOThnlintrol
ductorylremark,Operhaps,Otodwhat
follows,0 butl is viewedld by
Rambam,Chinuch,hndbthershsh
mitzvaltolbelievelindGId [25,[A1
20:2].

Thel secondll commandmentl conll
tainslkeverallprohibitionslielatedllo
idolatry.[Bpecifically,hotltolbelieve
inlotherlgods [26,L1 20:3]0(this
mitzvalincludeslthelprohibillionbf
havinglnolbeliefUatOalllMatheism),
notlimakinglidols [27,L2 20:4],lhor
bowingl toll theml (evenl without
believingllind them) [28,L5 20:5],
norll worshipingll idolsl in any
manner [29,L6 20:5]. Notelthat[this
commandment[Heals[vith[both[the
thought[And[Actions[Cbf[ Avodal FZara
(idolatry).

[S> 20:70(1)] Thel thirdd comO
mandmentl prohibitsl swearingll in
vain [30,L62 20:7].[This[id[defined[ak
(1 [svearing[tb [theltruth[df[sbmething

that[idlobviously [ttuelahd Well khown [LT]

e.g.[that[the[Sun[id[hot;[(?) [tb [sivear[ih
denial [df[dn[dbvious[truth lthatthe
Moon[id[chade[dflcheese[(interestingly,
this[i$[dot[donsidered[dlie[dr[dlfhlse
oath, Lkince[{TThopefully[IITkveryone
knows[that[the[Moon[i$[Hot[thade[df
cheese.[ Only[Wwhen[the[truth[bf[ A
matter[idluhknown [do [We [uke[the[térm
lielahd[flse[dath.[A[vhin[dath [id[ust[ak
serious[Jas[Ja[false[(Jone,[IsoIthis

distinction [k [Thrgely[dcademic, [But[ik
emphasizes[the[3eriousness[bf[ being
flippant[ih[degard[tb [swearing.);[(B) [tb
swear[tbMiolate[the[Torah[IH.g.[that
one[WillCéat[pork.[Such[An[bathlis
immediately [Yoid[dince[We[dre[¢on[]
sidered[tb[Have[thken [allgrior[dath [(ht
Sinai) [t [nbot[eht[plork.[Hence, [the[dath
is [ih [vain [And [i$ [l disrespectful Ldse [df
Gld'sCIname;[J(4) Uto Lswear Lo [ldo
something[that[i}[impossible [1[H.g.[tb
stay[lawake [ for [l CHull Ciweek.[CIThe
common[denominator [offthese types [of
vain[daths[id[thatltheyall"theapen"[the
use[df[G[d's[dameldnd[threatenlthe
smooth Hunctioning[df[Society ivhich
often[mhustlrkly [dn[the [serious [[hless [df
alréalldath.

In[Addition (o [dctual Hain Cdaths, (this
prohibition[ds[konsideredCby[ kome
authorities[to [ihclude [the [saying[df[d
BRACHAILVATALA, [ahd(its[phrtner,[al
BRACHAL] SHEEINO[LI TZ'RICHA.
Saying[G [d's[dame [ih [vain [ [fbrbidden
butCisChot[tonsidered Cpart[bf[ this
Commandment[#3.[It[fhlls[under[dne
or[dorelakher[plohibitions.

[P> 20:8[{4)] Commandmentl#4
dealswithl Shabbatlandl contains
thelpositivelmitzvalltolremember
thell Shabbatl withl Kiddush [31,
A155 20:8],landlthelprohibitionlof
alll mannerl ofl Melacha,O specific
categoriesll ofll creativell activities
[32,00L320 20:10]. Thelmitzvalbf
ZACHOR [Lhcludes[saying[Kiddush [ds
Shabbatlehters,[ahd[Havdalalak[Shabbat
leaves.[ {Officially, LK&H[ hre[ kaidLin
davening[ds@AfLlfillment[df(the[Torah
command,Chnd[Chgain Owith Ovine, Cn
fulfillmentofalRlabbiniclcbmmand. Ids(al
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bitCnore[domplicated [dhan[dhat,[But
this[i$[the[Basic[illea.)[Brohibitions [df
Melachalale[divided[idto[39 [chtegories,
each[df[Which[dontains[dther[delated
activities, [dsually LWvith [the[dame[goal.
E.g.,[. PLANTINGOsbne[bf[ the[ B9
categories;[Watering, [pkuning, fértilizing
all[Belp[the[growth[df[dlants[dnd[dre
TOLADOTLOf[PLANTING, CAnd[Chre
also[ tonsidered[TTorah[riolations Lbf
equal[dseriousness[]to[Jthe[]parent
melacha, Planting.

[S> 20:1200(1)] Thel fifthd comO
mandmentl is toll honorll one's
parents [33,A210 20:12].00Grand]
parents,lindws,[Jolder [ (orCpossibly
oldest) [Brother [{Imaybe[sister[too),[dnd
teachers[are[ihcluded[(with [differences).
Honor[df[garentslik[dsually[donsidered
toltefer[fo[fhatvhichCobne [ dloesHor
one's[Parents,[ih[dontrast[tb[deverence
(fear) CofCparentsCwhichCinclude [Cthat
which[Should[Chot[be [ done[becauselik
would[Be[disrespectful.

[S> 20:13002/11@f@asuk)] #60is
thelprohibitionofIMURDER [34,
L289 20:13],Mhich[i8[considered[the
antithesis[of [Beliefid [G [d] [since [mhurder
directly[hegates[kreation[bf[human
being[id[Hislithage.

[S> 20:1302/11)] Commandment
#70againstIADULTERY [35,L347
20:13]0stheprohibition CdfLhaving
relations With [alnharried[Woman, blit[ab
a["thapter[hkading" [ilalso [pbints[tbthe
otherfdrbiddenlrélations.

[S> 20:13 (2/11)] #8 LOOTIGNOV
[36,L243 20:13],00 which,[d as
mentioned|[ehrlier, idlspecifically[defined
as[Kidnapping, [(But[id [also [the[chtegory

header oflmany [mitzvot[id the [Morah.

[S> 20:13075/110fCApasuk)] #9Mis
thel prohibitionl ofll "bearingl false
witness" [37,L285 20:13].[Weldan
seelin[this[initzva,[dsvell[AsCinany
others,[(How[ilportant[i[id [tb [G [d, [sb
tolspeak, [thatlwe[bkableltbfiinctionlak
alsbciety.[Bothlahths[ahd[téstimonylate
necessary[ for[khe[kestablishment[Jof
TRUTH, [id [the absence [of[hhving[direct
first(hand (dnowledge.[So lthuch[df[the
dealings[Between [peoplelihvolves[the
trustlWelplacelih[dach[dther's[Word,
especially When [bhcked[bly[ah[dath,[ahd
inCthe[tonfidencevel place[in[the
testimony [df[Witnesses.[Without[these
elementsloflolirfidterpersonallrélations,
weWouldbklidcapableoffinctioninglad
alsociety.

[S> 20:14[4/150f@EMPasuk)] #100s
thelprohibitionbfICOVETING [38,
L265 20:14][slims[things[up[ih [that[i
focusesloh [thoughts[that[chn[dad[tb[all
types[dflsins.[Being[part[df[TheBig[10
points[to [the[dignificance[df[thought,
wherel[the[ukual fdcus[id[dn[deeds.[The
second[part[dffthis[dom [IBhandment[is
inits[awn [phrsha...

[S> 20:1300(11/15)] specitiesl the
prohibitionl ofll covetingll one's
fellow'sOwife,0hisOmalelordfemale
servant,ll hisll oxl orll donkey,l or
anythingthatOsthis.

Sh'VII[[ISkventh[Aliya
9 [psukim [II20: | 523

[S> 20:150(4)] Thel Peoplel are
awestruckll byll thell supernatural
phenomenall ofll thell Sinaill experill
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encelbndtheylkeepltheirdistance.
TheylaskMosheltoltelldthemOwhat
GldOwantslratherthanbhearingHis
Voicel directly. After[the[kecond
statement,[ the[People[panicked [hnd
asked[Moshe[Ho [Hell Cthem Divhat (G [d
wants,[do[dhat[they Would[dot[hear
"Gld's[Moice"[directly.[G[dldgreed,[dn
the[¢ondition [#hat[veLlisten[fo [ the
word[dfltheltluelgrophet[Wholsbeaks
in(G[d'slbhme.

[S> 20:19005)] GOdtellstMoshelto
remindlthelPeoplelthatltheylheard
Gldkpeak;hatltheylkhallllnakelho
gravenl humanl imagesl (evenl for
art) [39,L4 20:20];heylkhalllmake
anlhltarthndbfterlbacrificesupon(t;
ifltheOaltarObeloflstone,itsOstone
shalllnotObelcutOwithOmetalltools
[40,L79 20:22].0ThelAltarmaylhot
bell approachedll withl immodest
steps [41,L80 20:23]butlratherlvia
itsl ramp.0 MaftirQ isO thel lastd 5
p'sukim.

Haf¢arall [psukim
Yeshayahulét | [Z}6,[915[4

ParallelltodtheldTorah'slaccountlof
thelawesomelexperiencelatSinai,
thisll passagell froml Yeshayahu
describesl hisl firstd awelinspiring
visionl ofll angelsll proclaiming
Kadosh,0 Kadosh,O Kadosh.O0 Both
sedrallandOhaftaralpresentOuswith
"visions"O ofll GId'sl awe,l majesty,
andOholiness.0Also,din0dthe0sedra,
GHdkellslusthatOwelwillbeltolHim
alkingdomUoflKohanimlandOalholy
nation.OIn0thel haftaral wellseel a
modellbflK'dushallthelhngels),lhnd

alsoll all glimpsel ofll all potential
Moshiach.

‘DivreilMenachem

Parshat[] Yitro[l describes] Yitro's
emotionall | rendezvous/ | with[] Moshe
wherebylhelsought out'Moshelin[the
wilderness/inlorder(to,"hearken(tolthe
words(of(Torah"[(Rashi).

From[themarrativewelgain/insightlinto
both[Divinelandhuman|percep(ltions
oflthe"'other",[asthetwo promilThent
individuals[larellabout[Ito[Imeet. 'The
Torah!] recalls[! that(] Yitro,[| Moshe's
fatherlin(law, camewith[Moshe's sons
and/wifeto[meet/Moshe[(Sh'mot[18:5).
However,[in[the[very[ nextl verselthe
familylorderlis’transposed(when[Yitro
himself[ tells. Moshe[ that he, Moshe's
father(in(law, has/comelto him/[with[his
wifelandher(fwo(sons.

Citing[the Midrash, [the[ Orach[Chaim
explainsthat['when[JYitroJaddressed
Moshe(] hell put(] himself[] down[] by
imploringMoshe(to[meethim, ifnotfor
his(sake, then[for(thesakelof his[wife;
and(then(for(thelsakel of hisl children.
Thell Torah!] narrative,[] however,
juxtaposed(Yitrolfirst[] with[ ] Moshe's
children(] in[] recognition(] of(] Yitro's
humility, CyetlinitiallyCcalledhim[!'The
fatherlin(law( ofl Moshe"[ tolinstruct/us
that[]Yitrol]deserved/]honor(ljust(1by
virtue(of hisrelationship foMoshe.

Nolwonder, [ then,[ thatllour_lcommen/!
tators[agreel[ that[ it was Moshe[who

took[ thel first[ step[inlthe  reunion/of

embracinghis/father(in/law.
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: [ifoveled albiglpot inithe
mikveh onla Sideways angle.[Some bubbles
came out, " but"I know! that anair' pocket
remained. Do/l have to redo'thetevilla?

ANSWER: Themishnal(Mikva'ot
10:1)Saysthatliflone [puts(akli(vessel)
intolalmikvehupside down, [it[is[an
invalid(tevilla.This[GsCduelto thelair
pocket(thatpreventswater from doming
in[full[¢ontact[with[all[$urfaces of the
vessel. [ While[this[seems/tolinvalidate
yourltevilla,[alfurther(look [showsthat
mattersare notlso simple.

TheKiryat[Sefer[(Mikva'ot(3)[is kinsure
whether(theaboveproblem is(that(the
watermust[comelover(the (entire Kli,[in
whichcaseJthereJis[JallTorah(level
problem. [Thelotherpossi[lbilitylisthat
the problemis ichatzitza(somethingthat
separates between[the Gwater[and[the
objectlthat/tequires(tevilla).[Regarding
chatzitzall therel] arel] twoll main
parameters:[whether (it covers/mostlof
thelobject;whether(onelis makpid((one
does hot[want[to[leavel the[ chatzitza
therelindefinitely). (When[both[factors
arel istringent, [ there( lis[ lal Torah(level
problem;[when [one(factor(is[stringent,
therelis[drabbinic problem(Eruvin4b).
Ifitheproblem(is(thatlan(dirpocket(is[a
chatzitza, [since watertouches the whole
outside _and [ some[ofl thelinside,[the
problemTisCat[worst[Tabbinic andone
mustCassumeJthat[JitOisCOconsidered
makpid.

First,[ let[lus[ seel ifl it[is[ possible[to

require [thatlthe watertouches the whole
kli.[IfTso, how[couldlal¢chatzitzalonla
minority[ ofl the[kli(bel fine[from[ the
Torah[and[permitted[ifl one[leaves it
there[forever?[Onelapproachlis(thatlin
suchl cases, [ thel chatzitzal is[ batell to
(undistinguishable[ from)the bodyor
object,[dndfit(is[asifTthe Water(fouches
everything[(Sidrei[Tahara, Y oreh[Deah
198:1).[However, the imore[convincing
approachfisthatfthe water(is fequired o
touch[onlylthe majority oflthe[surface,
asl[1long[] asl[]thel[]wholell objectlis
submerged(]and[]thus[enveloped!]in
water,[ and[ onel has[tol[ deal[with[the
issueJofl ichatzitzalJ(Chazon[Ish, [ TYD
95:3;seeBadeiHashulchan198:27).

According(fothesecondlapproach,one
couldlaskliflsomethingas[“ethereal’[ds
air[¢an[belalchatzitza. There[seems[fo
beJ aldmachloket[] (dispute) [l whether
somethingfporousis(@chatzitza.[Onldne
hand, ‘mishnayot[(see[Mikvaot, ¢h.[9)
indicatethatTiquid(objectsondsurface
are[Inot[Jallchatzitza, Iwhereastheir
driedup[Icounterparts(lare.[1Yet,[the
mishnal(Mikva'ot(10:6)[saysthatltevilla
on[albarrel full Cofl_al not[waterlike
liquidfislinvalid, [and (thus [liquid [must
belaldhatzitza.Tosafot[(Zevachim[78b)
says[ that[al little[ liquid[ (the[ former
cases)[is[ permeable, Whereas[albarrel
full(ishot[(see[ Bi'ur[Halachalto[OC
161:1). Others(saythatthickliquids are
not[considered perme(lable, andthe
reason[Some(liquidsaremot[aproblem
is(thattheylaremot¢onsidered makpid
(Shach,[YorehMeah(198:19;[seeRama,
YD(198:14).dflso, @n@irpocket, which
isChot[permeable Gwhenthe[klilis[at
certainlangles, seems/problematic.
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Atlthis[point,[any[Wway[we [Uiinderstand
the[] mishnal] opposing[] upsidedown
tovelling[shouldtender[theltevillalin
questioninvalid. JYet, Jthe JShulchan
Aruch[((YD202:6)saysthatliflthe Kklilis
somewhat[wide, [the tevillallis[Ivalid
becauseWwater[getsfolits[bottom. The
Bachland(Taz((addoc.)@rguelthat éven
wide[potscanhavelair[pockets, Which
experimentation(and(scientific dnalysis
(weldid both)[corroborate.Perhaps Rav
Yosefl Karolassumed![thel follow[Ting.
Therelis[notlalheed for(water on[the
entire(surface,and(airldoes mot(function
like[a[chatzitza. Ttis [just[that(d[type[of
tevilla(that[is mot/closeto(getting[water
throughout(Jis[not[JalIproper![tevilla.
However,[with[a[great width o height
ratio,[éven[3vhen[thelangle[is[slightly
offTfotallyipside Tdown, water[¢comes
inffully, [@nd[it[is €asier forthe Waterfo
get[tolany[given[spot[withminimal
swiveling. [Thus,[in[those[cases,t[is
consideredlalreason[lable(tevilla, and
thisllikelyapplies[toyourIcase.

Sincelthelsimple(teading ofithe[sources
indicates[ thel tevillalwas[ invalid, we
suggest[ youl tol do[tevillalagain,[ but
withoutla(b'racha. IfTitis [difficult, [there
is[some[toom/[for[leniency( (including
other[] reasons[] beyond[] our[] present
scope).

"OLEH/CHADASH:
60 YEARSAGO" 2]
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Inleévery[countrymew [immigrants(have
tol golthroughl[proceduresbefore[they

canl] settlel] and[J becomel] citizens.
However,[sinceléverythingabout(TIsrael
was|differentthan (@verywherelelse, [this
transition[tooWwas very[differentforus.
ThereJwas[noJlong[ldrawn[outJand
involved [ bureaucratic[ _chaos.[ Instead,
we,[Jtogether[Iwith[Ithe[Tmany[ other
thousands[" ofl] olim,[] were[] simply
processed, Junder[JtheJwatchful Jand
idealistic, ‘sometimesbenevolent,[eyes
of Big[Brother. Rapidlywelinade our
declarations] for[] citizenship,[] were
medically[Jexamined for[tuberculosis
and [ kcholera, werel photographed[Jand
thenlifsuedwith@lteudatlaleh.

Although(there[ was[supposed( tol[ be
freedomJoflIchoice, Jone [ Thad[Jto[be
careful (] to[] ensure[] that[] youll were
registered(dsamemberoflthe Teligious
Hapoel[HaMizrachilfrade inion. IfTnot,
youWere@utomaticallyinthe Histadrut,
secular[] general[” federation ] ofl] trade
unions; ] the[] former[] meant| more
difficulties(in[findingwork, "housing
andleverythinglelse, (butWwithout[either
youlsimply[did motlexist.[ThereWwasmo
problem[ with[seeing[ that[ youl got[all
your[benefits, [grants[or(loans, [as[there
weren'tlany[Tléxcept(theironbed frame
and[sochnut[mattress.[Years[later, on
leaving[ Israel[ for[ thel first[ time,[ my
application [for[alpassport(was[delayed
until[1paid[for[the bed[and tepaid the
small[] loan[] that[] some[] movement
institution had received/ih my name.

Thelcrownloflthe3wholeprocesswas
conscriptionJinto[]Tzahal, CiquickJand
relatively [painless. /BenGurion[Iwas
creatinglalunified[army;[ thelleftWing
Palmach(was/disbanded, the fight[wing
Irgun([was[ disarmed [ and[there[ Wwas[ a
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saying(thatlsummed itlall iip:'thewhole
peoplel]isl]anl]army'.[ 1 Grounds[ for
exemption, thedical[or(dtherwise,lwere
practically[ ] nonléxistent,[ ] marks[ | and
insignialofirank minimal, [disrespect for
orders(tife[and [¢chaos[eéverywhere. (It[is
probablyJimpossible Jtodescribe Cthe
differencelbetween(thetechnologically
sophisticated[drmy [0f foday(and that[of
bolt(riflesl] from[] Czechoslovakia,
miniaturetanks[fromFrance, training
without Jammunition[Jand Jmaneuvers
without(gasoline. [Only(the hostpower[]
ful Wweapon still remains [8elflsacrifice,
innovation [ and[] individualism[] with
everyJew inBusiness forHimself.

Ideology[was(the[very(lifeblood[oflthe
country[and[through party[affiliation,
internalfactions(and religion, [it Became
allCpervasive. [On[this[basis, land[for
settlement[] was[] allocated,[] budgets
granted, Chousing[projects constructed
andbankinglandfinancialinstitutions
established. [Israel Twasprobablythe
most[leftwing[countryloutside of  the
Soviet[bloc;some leadershad lopposed
declaring[ithe[IState[Ifearing[Ithat[the
U.S.A.[wouldmot[tecognize us for[that
reason. [However, [Qur mational [penchant
for(discussion, machloket’andargument
meant[ that[Israeli[Red [Wwas[ splintered
and[ dividedlintol évery[shade,[ variety
and[nuanceloflleftism. Ludicrous(as[it
now/[seems, [ familiesand[telationships
foundered Con[imarginal [differences Cof
'princip';[aKibbutzlike Ein[Charod(split
intoffivesettlements(living/closefo€ach
other[Jover[Jissueslike[Twhether[lall
membershad [fo Wote for the Same [party.
However, devotiontolthenationalideal,
alfeeling[ofl belonging[tolone extend

family(and[thepervadinginderstanding
oflal¢common[destiny[broughtlaboutla
unity, [ even[iflthis[requiredpilpulland
intricate hental [gymnasticstosquare(all
thefideologies.

Religious Jews[did Mot form[the Bulk of
thelpreTand early[statealiyot.[Onlylfwo
oflthemajor[Chassidic[dynastiesTGur
and[Belz, Were[present;both [Wwith [only
alfew[ followers.[ Considering[yeshiva
students(aldying[breed, the[secularists
agreed[to the/deferment(ofitheir thilitary
army[ service. Rav[Kahaneman, [ 'was
consideredBy/allffo be @Visionarywhen
helrelgstablished [Poninwetz yeshivalin
Israel.[There[werelonly[2[or(3 [yeshiva
high[schoolsland Mo lyeshivothesder. In
the[preponderantlysecular(Society, (the
chiefrabbinatela@nd the(dati Teumi party,
thenJtheJdominantUreligiousforces,
adopted[] all policy[] of ] minimalistic
standards, [Striving[fo[make [atTeast[the
publicidomain, religious.

However,[it[Wwould [bewrong(to[say [that
secularism/ meant[ being/ likel alll other
nations.[Almost[everybody[ in[ Israeli
society[] wanted[] tol] bell Jewish,
irrespective ofl how!( they[ defined|this.
Solthelsecularist(Golda Meir(supported
makinglintermarriagelillegal, (the Law
offReturn(applies onlyfolJewsand our
chagim(7 are[] the[] national[] holidays.
Israelis[ThaveJundertaken [great[risks,
evenlgiven[their(lives,fo[save Jewsland
bringthemhome;theycontinuefoldo
so.Israel's/Social andléconomiclthought
was[and[is[still[deeplylaffected by the
Jewish[value [system, even[ifT this s
donefinconsciouslyland(dften(distorted.
Afounder[oflZionist[social lism[¢ould
write, [""Thelcommunitylis[Qurlexistence.
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Torahlhas[¢oncretized in[law/[that[the
land[is[not[to[ belsold[in[ perpetuity;
Shmitaland [ Yovellhaveléstablished[a
system/ofiéqualityland [tranquility". More
folcome... 1O

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly(Column:
YITRO

ThelChosen/People

Shelcouldn'tChavel been muchl more
than[16(years(old,(butishewasone[of
theltoughestlinterviewersirhaverever
encountered.

IDOwasUpartUofJalpanelJofJseveral
clergymen,landliwasthelonlyJewon
thelpanel.[Welwere(talkingtolalgroup
offhighlschoollstudentsrabouttherole
offreligionlinfardemocracy. As(Irecall,
itClwasJalIpresidentialCelectionyear
aboutriwoldecadesrago.

Thellyoungllwoman(laddressedlime

and(asked, "RabbiWeinreb, dolyou

believelinCdemocracy?" Oflcourse,1

answered, ] "Yes",[] and(] thenl] com[]
mentedonhow[Jews[havelbenefited

fromrdemocracy.

Then(] shell continued, (] politely[] but
tenaciously,[1 "Then[1 how( can(] you
believerthattherUewsarearchosen
people?Doesn't yourlreligionteach
thatlUewsl arelbetter(than nonlJews,
andlthatwelare[notlalllequal?"

IT] havel] certainly[] considered( that
question(] frequently] inT] my[l own
attemptstounderstandthellconcept
of[alchosenpeople.CAnd1hadbeen

confronted CwithCherquestion_before,
butCneversolbluntly, andlinsuchra
straightforward manner.

Every(lyear(] sincel]that(] encounter,
whenthisiweek's[Torahportion,Yitro,
comesaround, 1l havelgivenlthought
tothat[questionCandChavepondered
myTresponse(folit.

Simplyiput, (IldolbelievelthatithelJews
arelachosenipeople.lfailfolseehow
any(believinglUew(canldisregard(the
manyllpassages(lin(lthelBible, 1the
Talmud,JandJinour liturgy which
declarelourichosenness.

Butll IC] am(! alsol] convinced(! that,
althoughiwerarerachosen’people,iwe
arelnotallsuperiorpeople.[Wellare
chosenlbyGodtolplayrarspecialtole
inChistory,fandlitlis[arolethatassigns
usldutieslandlresponsibililTtiesrather
than(rightsfandprivileges.

InCmy[personallstudyof [ the ' Torah
portionoflfwoweekslago,Bo,llcame
acrosslalfascinatingpassagerlinthe
Mekhilta,] anl] ancientl] rabbinical
midrash. Itreads:

"Until(thelandloflIsraellwas[chosen,
allClandsCwere(fit[ forCcommunication
with[God;[oncelthelland[oflsraelwas
chosen,] thel] other(] lands[] were
dismissed.

"UntilCJerusalemwaschosen,all Cof
thellandlof(Israel was(fit for[altars;
oncelJerusalemiwaschosen,the rest
of(thellandlof(lsraellwas(dismissed.

"Untill) the) eternall] Templell was
chosen,alllof UerusalemCwas(fit[for
the[Divinepresence;oncetheleternal
Temple,Twas(chosen,thelTrestof
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Jerusalemiwas/dismissed.

"UntilCAaronCwas[chosen, CallCof [the
peoplelof][Israel were[qualified(tobe
priests; once[Aaronwas[chosen, the
restloflIsraellwas(dismissed.

"Untill'Davidwas[‘chosen(alll of[[the
peoplelof][sraelwerequalifiedto be
King;JonceDavid[was[Ichosen,the
rest(of(Israel'wasdismissed."

Rabbil] Yechezkell] Sarna,[1 al] 20th
centuryl] sage!! whosel] writings(] |
cherish,(pointsloutthatlonceiheland
ofllsraellwas[chosen, thelotherllands
oftheJearthOwereCstripped Coftheir
sanctity.[JAnd(likewise [Jthrough(Tlout
thell passage, (1 thell land] of(] Israel
outsideJerusalem, Uerusalem(itself,
Jews[whol[Wwere[hot[Aaron's[descen(]
dantsfandlJews[who(werenot/David's
descendantswere(Jstripped[Jofl itheir
former(sanctityorlqualificalTtions.

But,[RabbilSarnalnotes,thelJewslare
allchosenlIpeople,butTthepassage
does[] notll evenl] mentionl] their
chosenness(] in[] contrast(] with
nonlJews.[] Jews(] arel] chosen,[] but
nonlJews[arelhot dismissed, horlare
they(strippediofitheir(specialness.

Rabbi(1 Sarnal’ insists[] that(] this(] is
becausel] allll human beings(] are
equally[specialllto[1God.[1ThellJews
haveltheir(speciallrole, butthat[does
notdiminishtheCrelationship Cofthe
noniJews(tolthelAlmighty.

TolbolsterChisopinion, Rabbi(Sarna
turns(tolthefamous(passagelin(Ethics
ofthe[Fathers((3:18),(infwhich[Rabbi
Akivarlstates:

"Beloved(!is(]all man,Ll for[lhellwas

createdlinthelimagelofiGod...

Beloved(larellsrael,[ Ifor[/they[Iwere
givenlalpreciousvessel((Torah)..."

Clearly,[RabbirAkivaraffirmsthatrallrof
mankindlis[precious(tolthel Almighty.
IfTthe1JewsJarellspecial, TitCisJonly
becauseltheyThavellbeenlIgivenlla
distinctive [ missionCandaluniquelset
oftasks.

Onelsourcelforthelconceptof the
chosen(peoplelistobefoundlinlthis
week's[Torah[portion:

"...[Yelshalllbe[Mylown(treasure from
among[all peoples;[forthelearthlis
Mine.JAndyeshallJbeJuntoMeJa
kingdom(! of(] priests,[] and(] al] holy
nation..."[{(Sh'mot[19:5(6)

Detractors(of(thelJewish[people, nay,
detractors(oflthe(Bible, seelthe[@above
phraseslas[¢hauvinistic,[evenracist.

How( differently(lour(lown[lcommen!
tators_viewthose[phrases! Take, as
butfoneléxample,theWords[of Rabbi
Ovadiah[JS'forno,thelJltalian1Jewish
exegete:

"Thellentire[1human(iracellis[Imore
precious(] tol] mel] than(] thel] lowly
animals...0 butd youd willdJ bed my
'kingdom( of ] priests'(] to[] help(] the
human(racelunderstandland(tolteach
itTtorcallluponitheAlmightylinCprayer
andfolworshipHimfin[unison. Thatlis
thefuture(roleof(lsrael."

My responsel] to[1 my[lyoung(Jinter(
viewer(Jsolllonglagolmay!notl lhave
beenpreciselywhatlThavewritten
above.[lcertainlydid[not havelthese
referenceslatlmyf(fingertipsthen. But
shellcapturedtheJessencellof Jmy

OUllsraelllCenterTT40 1 16 HlParshatl¥TTROKG771



responsellwhenl]shelJwrotelJin[1her
schoolhewspaper, fromwhichlihave
reserved(alclippingltolthisverylday,
thefollowingwords:

"The rabbil] did[J notlJ dodgel] my
question.1Hellis[convinced(thatthe
Jewslareralthosenlpeople.[Butlthey
arefhotrarbetter’people. Theysimply
haveltheirlownljobtoldo.[And[so(too,
all’God's[childrenhaveltheir[jobto
do.JAndlourCjobllis[to’makethis[Ta
betterworld...together."

Whereverishelisfhow, shemayrhave
beentheltoughestlinterviewerlilhave
ever(faced. Butshelalsolunderstood
melverywell,[Icertainly Tbetterthan
manylothersisince, onlthisfimportant
question.

I] am(] afraid[] that[] many(] of(] our
coreligionists’] misunderstand(] the
conceptloffalchosenipeople.tlishigh
time] toll correct] thatll misunder(]
standing.[] It0) is(] certainly(] time(] to
become(familiariwith(therolelourfaith
expectsiustolplaylintheworld.Inthe
Ten Commandments, [ foundlin(Yitro,
Godl1 explicitlyl] expects] certain
behaviorsifromus.CltTlisTImostcerr
tainly time(for[us(tollconscientiously
demonstratethesebehaviorsforall
whorarel¢reatedlin[Hisimage. U

CHIZUK #DUuUD

Divrei(Torah from|thelweekly/sedra
withlalfocuslonTivinglinEret; Yisrael ]
Chizuk forOlim & Idud for notyet Olim

In [the [midst[affal| the Wondrous[elents
andL] inspirational L] statements[] that
appear[id [this[Week's[phrsha, [there[ale
aldew[vords[ that[teally[ktandCbut

(Sh'mot9:5[8):

Hashem[is[$peaking[ to[ Moshe, [just
beforelglvinglhim[idstructions[régarding
how[BneilYisrael3houldpreparelfo
receive[the[Torah.[He[shys:[MAnd [now,
iflybuWill[siirely libten[td [nhy [vbice [ahd
observeldy[dovenant, oulWvill(Be[d
special [treasure[J(S'GULA) Llfor[IMe
amonglthe[dations[df[the World.(You
will[He [fbr[the [alKingdom [df[Kohanim
(servers),lahdalhbly[nhtion."

Rabbi[YehudalHaLevilinh Chis[deminal
work, The [Muzari",[speaks[alldt [about
the[liniquenessLbfLAm[Yisrael.[ He
claims[that[avery[derson[id[defined[Hy
threelthings; hisheredity, hisleHucation,
and[hlslehvironment.

Helekplains[thatlthe[uniqueness[dfithe
Jewl[id[determined By [the [uhiquenessoff
thelabovelthreeldkterminingfctors.

The[Beredity [df[dhe Jewish [peoplelik
unique[llWe[dre[descended[from[the
Avot[dandOImahotOwho,dinCturn,
according[to[[RabbillYehuda[ Halevi,
inherited[the[greatest[portion[df[the
perfection[df(Adam, [the [first[mhan, Who
was [cleated by [the[hhnds[dffHaKadosh
Baruch[Bu[Himself.[The[dducation Ldf
Amisrael (5 [EdIso[Unique,[they [Were
the[dnly[dation[tb [dccept[the[Torah,
which[provides[ the[basis[ for[their
education.

What[aboutlthelenvironment?[Algbod
environment[k[Ldne[Which[gives[the
best[possible Ldpportunity [for[drowth
and[properLdevelopment.[ AL delicate
plant[dften[deeds[tb [He[ih [alprotected
place,[like[d[Hothouse.[Rabbi[Yehuda
HaLevilluses[thisClmetaphor[of[la
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hothouse[to[HescribeEretz[Yisrael,
which [i$[the[dnly[place[Wherein[&[Jéw
can[iVelahd [pkrformallthe [mitzvot.

Welléarnfrom[(The[Kuzari"[that[Am
Yisraellchn[dnly[akhieve their[potential
of[(being[4[3'GULA,[A[MAMLECHET
KKOHANIM,CAndCALCGOICKADOSH
wheniving[ih[Bretz[Yisrael[dccording
to[dhe[Torah.[This[ik[durely[ds[drue
today[ds[it[Was[ih [the[dime[df[Rabbi
YehudaHalevi.

Rebbetzin Pearl Borow, Yerushalayim

Praying@ith™assion

Giving[ohore[meaning[tb [dur [M'fillah
OneWeekatalTime
Excerpted andreprinted with permission of the author

P'sukeild'Zimra:
Hodu PraiseId[Qur[Plurpose
¥IPY L,NYY? PR NYWIT 1R
QWY NITY own m uerm

A0PIN2 mANWT? YT
7¥71 029V 1 DX AR 0 72
S92 9977 ,30% ,0977 9 11801 ,07iv0

Meaning:tdanslation...

Say:[1Save s, [God[df[bur[Halvation;
gather[lisChnd[Fescue[is[from[the
nations, tolacknowledgelYour
holyldameland[gloryih[Your
praise.[Blessed[i[MHaShem, [God [df
Israel,[(from[This[(World[do[dternity.”
And[Iét[alllthe[people[shy [JAmen”[ahd

“Praise[HaShem.”

Theme:
Anleksential[cbnceptlofithe [prayer

Thel[Opportunitytb[Praise
Hashem

Thanklahd [praise[Him[ehdlessly fdr His
kindness.

Insight: Deeperlheanings...
AHigher[Reason[tb[Pray

It's[datural fbr[al[BelievingJéw [tb[dray
to[(Hashem [to [Lfulfill ChisCheeds[And
rescueLhimfrom [his[droubles.[Tt’'s[4
basiclabpect[df[EMUNA:[When [Welpkay
to[Hashem[régarding[these[nhatters, we
showlIthatCiwelLknow[He[kontrols
everythingUandisCIthe[dsource[lof
everythingllwe[need.[JOur[prayers
confirmd our[] sensel] of L1 Hashem’s
presence[hnd[build our[Feeling[Lof
closeness[to[Him.[Th[fhct, [this [k [dhe
very[purposeldflthelchallenges[Hashem
putslidlolur [iVes.

ButlWhat[place[do[prayers[df[praise
have[ih [fhe[dcheme[bf[things?[Does
Hashem[heed[bur[praise?[Are[ive
trying[4o[pander[do[Him [before[Wve
comeid ith [Qur blglréquests?

Praise[Hoes[hot[ benefitC Hashem.[t
benefitsLiis, by [bringing[Llis[#o [hink
about[All[that[MHashem [ doesHor s,
putting[these[thoughts[ihto[Words[ahd
letting[fhem [have[dn[impactLonldur
hearts.[ By[hcknowledging[ Hashem’s
kindness, [ WeldnstillCin Cburselves[the
certaintythat[Helchresfdruk[ahdIdves
us. [Tt [ [Another[doute, [d[gentler[dnd
morelgdleasant[doute, [tb [doming[dlose
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to[Mashem. [Th [dddition, [dhrough[dur
praise[And[Jove,[ive Lnake[ Hashem
belovedin[the [World, Lvhich[is[the
mission [fdr[Which[Helchose[theJéwish

people.

By recitingl] L'HODOTO L'SHEIM
KODSHECHA...[BITHILATECHA,Me
reaffirm[thatWe[should[praise[Hashem
forlthelgbodlthatWelréceive.

Visualize:
Images[thatBring[the [player[tb [ife

Justltb[Get[Closer

Aldhild[falls[down[and[skins [His (Kknee.
Soon[Helis[Weeping[dn[His[fther’sIdp
whilelthefthercleans(thelclitlahdlplts
a[Bandagel[dver[it.[The[fhther[sbothes
thelchild.[Mheltéars[quickly [dry lup [ahd
theldhild[skrambles [dff[His[(fhther’s[lp
tolcbntinuelplaying. [Butbeforehklriins
off, [(He[tlirns[tb [His[father, [gives[Him [a
huglahd[shys,[[Thank[ybu,[Daddy.Mou
made[ifall bktter!”

It's[A[hormal C3cenario.[Any L ¢hildCin
troublebr[pain CWwould[Rurn[Eo Chis
parents[for[belp,ahd[dncelthe (help (hhs
come, [the [childould [fdel[giateful.

Now Ldonsider[d[different[dcenario.[A
father [k [Sitting[dt[#he[kitchen[fable
drinking[Chis[toffee. [His[oungLthild
walks [ih, [shys[good[thorning[and[then
snuggles [ub[dn[his[fither’s [dp [ahd[shys,
“|dbveou,[Maddy. Youldiways[Keep
me[safelahd[makelthingslgbodfdr[me.”

The[3econd[thild[is[hotLinoved by
need.[He[i$[thoved[By[gure[lbve By
the[dlesire[to[FeaffirmChisCtloseness
with[His[fhther.[MVhile[the[first[dhild’s

expression[dflgratitudei$ [dppropriate
and[vhluable,[thelsécond[islpFiceless.

When Welplaytb[Hashem dut[ofnked,
weldre[ihdeed[doming[dlose o [Him.
Weldre[tesponding[dppropriately[1o
theldhallenges[He[Has[dentlds,[Which
arelafter[allldnly [aInheans [td [prod [uk[td
reachldutltdHim.

When[Welgraise[Hashem[ffom[sheer
gratitude,[ 1 however,[] without[] any
pressing[deed[to[hotivateds,[Weldo
beyond[thelfirst[Rind[dfLprayer.[We
testify [that[alur [anly [rkal, [pressing [nked
isltd[reaffirm[durlcdosenessltdHimlahd
revel id His[presence.

Trythis:

ThelWords[dflthis[prayer[akknowledge
that[Hashem [has[shved[us[ahd[rkscued
us,[ivingLlis[teason[fo[praise[him.
When[youlhext[day[dhese[WordsLih
davening,[keep[ih[thind[dhat[youldre
praisinglL]Hashem U for[saving[lyour
ancestorsfrom[the[tavages[ bf[ their
timeshs Well. so

ArtScrolliSeries ® MesorahPublicationsLtd.

WISDOMR[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

R’LYechezkel CAbramsky[derved[ds[ the
London[Beit[Dinfbrlaboutltiventy [ykars,
andlih[that[time[Helthade[Surel[that[the
laws ] of (1 kashrut[were[d scrupulously
observed [By[dll[those Who[dold[iheat.
Oneldflthe[Hutchers,Wholdid[dot[Want
tolgdo@long[With [the[demands[rhade By
the[Beit[Din, Went[tb[cburtltbfbrcelthe
issue.[Hel[¢laimed[dhat[dhe[destrictions

OUllsraelllCenterTT40 1 19 HParshatl¥TTROKG771

placed[By[the[Beit[Dinlinpinged [dn[His
basic[(ffeedom,@nd[that[He (Wanted[the
right[tb [determinefbrHimselfWhat[\Was
kosher[ahd[What[was[not.

R’ echezkel Bimselfllvent[toLdourt[do
defend[the[Beit[Din.Th[d[MeryLstrongly
argued$tatement,[he[hoted[ that[the
primarypurpose [ bfl Hemocracy[ls[to
defend[the [druth.[Now, When[t[domes
tolldashrut,[theldnly[dnesWholdan[ttuly
make[]a[] decision[d as[ ] to[] whether
something[ik[Rosher[dr[dot[thust[Bed
Rav.[Bor[algerson [tb [skll fbod [hich [He
claims[i$ [Kosher, (But[fbrhich [there[i3
no[rhbbinic[bhcking, hk[shid, [Was [tb [ik[tb
the[people[Clwho[bought[lthatCmeat,
becauseltheyldxpectedltheat[gurported
toLbekosher[to[maintain[certain
standards.[] Toll ask[] democracy[] to
overthrow![thelrkquire {Hhent[dflrhbbinic
supervision Would[Be[alttavesty,[Hecause
democracy[would[CthenCbe CusedCleo
propagateallik.

In[thelknd,[the[Judge,[taken[by[ the
cogently[] argued[] argumentl] by[] R’
Yechezkel,[dismissed[the[chse.

From "OZTorah"

by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORIFD, [EmeritusRabbilof
the[Great[Synagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

Yitro's 7 mames

People’s[dames[ih[the[Bible[all (Have[d
special[heaning.[Th[the[dase[df[Yitro,
there[hre[keven[hames[_hnd[keven
meanings,[] accordingl] tol] rabbinic
tradition.

Histwolthain[hames[Are[¢onnected
with[@[Hoot[that[theans[fadditional” 1]
he[as[[Yitro” [(Hecause [He[derformed
extralgbod[deeds[ahd[@Yeter” [Hecause
he[taused[éxtra[texts[to[énter[the
Torah.[He[Was[(IChovav”[Because[He
was[Beloved[df[God,[FRe’u'el” Because
heWas[Qod’s[fliend, FChever”’ [bkcause
he[was[a[Jclose[associate [lof[Clthe
Almighty,[] “Puti’el”’l] becausel] he
abandoned[] idolatry,[] and[J “Keni”
becausehkMas[zéalousfdrGod.

Many [geoplelthese[days[dcquireltheir
names[]justl]becausel]of[1what[lis
fashionable atthe [time ok bkcause[their
parents[liked[the[sbund[dflalparticular
name.[IBiblical[dparentsCwere[Imore
creative lahd[thought[Rard[about[What
they Owanted[their Ckhild’sChame[to
express.[Ih[thodern[3rael [this[type[df
creativity [(Has[dome[tb[the[fbre[dgain,
and[dometimes[there[dre[dames[that
arelspeciallylcbined[fdr[the[dccasion. 1
can[be[h[ food[idea.[ Wel heed[to
encourage[parents[kvery[[lWwhere[to
inventLhames[vith[dnore[than[inere
sound[tbrbcommend[them.[@flcburse
in[many [chses[the[tdsk hhs[already [Bken
done[By[family[tFadition[ahd[the[dame
oflalpkeciousIdved(dnelid[perpetuated
inlalnkwlgéneration.
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From "O@ZTorah"
by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORFD, [Emeritus[Rabbilof
the[@reat[Synagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

Theshapeofthe
Ten[€ommandments

The[tabletsof[ithe [TTenLICommand ]
ments, [dccording[do[tabbinic[tradition,
werelprepared[dt[theldve[df[Creation,
antedating[history Chnd Chumanity Chnd
independentbf[time[And[place.[They
were[Hewn [ftom [the[shpphire Mhroneldf
Glory[and[Cwere[therefore CImajestic,
splendid [And[df[Divine[drigin.[(Thefhct
thatlthere[Were[tio[df{them[symbolised
the[dharmony[between[Iman's[1double
duty,[Wvith [the first[dablet[depresenting
duty[Ho[Godldnd[the[decond,[duty[fo
man.[This[symmetryas[thade[gossible
by [Raving[ive[dommandments[dn[dach
tablet[Hutlrkquired[thefifth [(Fespect[fbr
parents)[tb[Helihterpreted[ds[alduty[tb
God.

No[dne,[Bowever, [k [dertain[ds[to [the
exact[shapeldflthe[thblets.[The[Babylon[]
ian[Jand[Jerusalem [ Talmudsrecord
conflctingltraditions.[1The[IBabylonian
view [Was[that[thelthblets[Werelan[Ama
by[dan[J Amallsquare,[1whereas[the
Jerusalem[dnvisaged[them[as[dblong,[dn
Amalbly[a[Zeret[(halflah [Ama).

Neither[lthought[of[them[las[having
arched[drldomed[tbps, though[this[id[the
way [they[Have[generally[Been[depicted
forlcknturies.[Mheylehtered[Qhristian[akt
intaly, hereltheyhad[the fbrm [dfltlvo
rectangles.[According[td [GB[Shriattilthey
acquiredChn[hrched[top[Hue[ ko[ the
influencedflthe[diptych, [alrkgister[fblded

into [two [Ikaves [With [durved [thbps hich
was[lised[by[the[Romans[{o[list[the
names[df[hagistrates[AndThter[By [the
Catholic[@hurchltblrkcord[the [Mames [df
deceased[people[tommemorated[With
oblations.[This[Cdesign[3preaddoldnany
branchesl] of[] religious] artl] and
architecture[dnd[thade[its[Way[ihto[the
archedWindowsldflabbeys[ahd[churches.

As[Weldan[ske[ffom[dlskatuelihMincoln
CathedrallJand[fromUother[Ccontem ]
porary[sources,[dven[dld[Baggadot, [the
Jewish [Badge[ih [ihedieval [(England [dook
theform(dflthe tiblets[dfthe Decalogue.

Jewish[cbmmunities[themselves[Hegan[tb
depictltheMen[@ommandments[id [about
thell 3th[tentury[hnd[(the[Decalogue
eventually[1becamedallwideI spread
featureLbf[ $ynagogue [ buildings, [Almost
always[] with] theld rounded[] shape
introduced (Bl [the [Christian[altists [df[the
Middle[Ages.

These[days[dome[Jewish [Artists[prefer
the[dquare[dr[dectangular[shape[Bnown
in[the [time [df [the [Talmud, But[this [[[still
theldxception[rhther[than[theldule.[The
TenUCommandmentsffigure CinCmany
areas[df[Jewish ditual (drt, [danging (from
ArkLdurtains[do[fallitCdlips. [They[dften
figured on] Torah breastplates[] and
Chanukiyot.[JAlmost[Jeverywhere[khey
toplthelsynagoguelatk.

Thoughltherelid[dlgeneral Miew[that[the
characteristic[Jewish[symbolLisC]the
Magen[DavidLbr[$hieldCbf[ David,[ the
DecaloguellisLImore[hncient[hnd[has
greater[] authenticity.[] Its[] theological
significance [lies[ih Cits [BalancingCof[dhe
inner[dndLouter[dimensions[of[d[Jew's
being.

ParshaPix
explanations

¢ Hearing[dar[3fLYAYISHMALYITRO,
andlYlitrolhkard...

¢ B"HWas(said by YitroMhen[hkhkard
alllthelthings[that[G[d[Rad[donelfbr
Israel. (Brom[that[We[are [thught[that
onelmakes[alblachalohmiracles

¢ The[OscalesCdrepresent[the Cjustice
system,[Yitro's[duggestions,[Moshe's
response,[etc.

¢ Yitro'sCadviceDincluded Cthe[Assign ]
ment[of"¢aptains” [dfgtoups [af 1000,
100,50, [ahd 10 [fkpresented By [the
RomanhlimeralsM™,C,L,X.

¢ BneilYisrael's[@rrival (Et[Mar[Sinai[i
described by [the Word MAYIIOHAN,
as[Rashilputs[it,[WelWerelllke[dne
person[vithLone[heart.[ That'sL the
graphicluhderthelehr.

¢ The[Shofar[i3[dne[dflthelsymbols[df
the[Sinailéxperience,[ds[Welinore
than[mention [oh [Rlosh[HaShana.

¢ TheOwashing[Cmachine s [(or[khe
peopleltbldlean[their[dotheslduring
the[preparatory[ldays[lfor[JMatan
Torah

¢ WinelclipiSfdr Kliddush[(Zachor)

¢ and[dhe[hegation[¢ircle[ks[for[the
prohibition[Jof(IMelacha,including
writing, Llwatering[plants, [ digging,
sewing, [blilding.

¢ Dolnbtlsteal[(fhe Xeddut[thief)

¢ and[do[dot[golptb[the[Mizbei'ach
‘with [skeps[(the[degated[Iddder)dre
twoldkher[plohibitions[id[the sédra.

¢ Volcano[d represents[] Har[J Sinai
smoking[from[lthe [ ire ofLIG[d's

presence.

¢ An[JangelCflew CJto Clthe[JHeavenly
Mizbei'ach[@nd[Picked Ldp [dLglowing
coallin[A[ pairLbf[tongs.[ He[ then
touched[the[cbal[tb Meshayahu's [ips,
representinglalpurifying[process[that
wouldlallow(theprophetltd[speakldn
behalflof(G[d

¢ MEMSOFIT, Which [ [Better [chlled[al
"Closed"[MEM, [appearsl[id [the hhftara
in[(dhe[hiddle[6f[A[WORD, [dather
than[@t[the[dnd,[Where[Welakre[dsed
tolséeing[thatkindlof[MEM

¢ Threeldots[@nd@lshortMertical dine
are[the[HifferenceOnthe[H#[cbm [
mandment[pasuk[Between [the[two
sets[af[TROP[notes

¢ Max[Baer([Jd.[playedJéthrol(Yitro)fdr
9lykarslohthe Beverly Hillbillies

¢ | I8k [MOW LdnE@Moulette [Wheel,
tea, [sawasid MO MISA, Dibra 3

¢ Upper[dight: [thke [two Wings[df[the
eagle[hnd[the[Hour[LNHL[Detroit
Redwingslahd[ybulgktlsix Wings, [ab[id
Yeshayahu'sWision Cof[he [heavenly
angels,[ds[We [dead[ih [the[Haftaraldf
ParshatlYitro.

§ Many[Hospitals[dre [damed [Mt.[Sinai,
aslthelohelplcturedlid Manhattan

§ TwolldifferentCdsymbolsCIfor[JUV,
ultralviolet[lightLor[lradiation.[In

:



Hebrew, [ALSEGOLI.[Femininefbrm
forlthelcblorMolet[id[SEGULA, [ak[in
Gld's[promisethative [Wvill (be [for
Himthe[AMSEGULAGbovelall[akher
nations[lhknce, JLTRASEGULA.

§ Above[Jkthro[@nd[do[the[dight (&3
montage[] of[] characters[] from
Scholasticl] Press'sC] Goosebumps
series...[WhenMitrolchmeltb[Moshe,
having[Heard[dbout[dhe[Splitting[df
the[Skalahd[the bhttleafainst[Amalek
(andChnaybe[Chbout[ Matan[TTorah),
Mosheldetailed[all [that[hhd (hhppened
to[BneilYisrael.[(MheMorah[describes
Yitro's[reaction Cwith [Jthe Clwords
VAYICHAD[YITRO.[Rashilshys[that
thelplain[oheaningof(the ord[id[that
Yitro[Fejoiced[ because[bf[hll[the
things[hle [heard. [Rashilglveslalstcond
possible (kxplanation [Cbf[ the [vord
VAYICHAD.[ That Yitro's[] skin
eruptedlih[doosebumps.[ALdervous
orLfrightened[deaction,[perhaps, o
what[Happened[tb [the[Bgyptians, [tb
whom [He[Bad[Been [dllied[And [With
whom[he[possibly [identified. (From
here,[dur[Sages[tkll[us,[We[lbarn[tb
be[] extremely[ sensitive[d to[] the
convert,Liho[thas[¢hanged[his[life
completely[By (BecomingOéwish, [Hut
stillhhs[mhemories[ahd[féelings[about
hisfdrmer[ife.

¢ EhudBarak[3[fbrthe[BARAKIMthat
are[rhentioned[ih[the[rklating[df[the
Sinailekperience.

§ Tommy[Lapid,Similarly, [k HorCthe
LAPIDIMlid [the [sdmedkscription.

¢ Thelchn[dflBuglspray[rkpresentsidne
specificlbFand, Mhose[nhmeidlalword

that[dccurslih[the[Sedraltwice[dnd
twoother CItimesLin[CIthe (1T orah,
besides[Q[thoreltlmes[ih[the[dest[df
Tanach[RAID!

¢ The[fht[Aeart[[d[deferencelih[the

haftara.

¢ TheWords[atlthetdpahd [Bottom [df
the[Ikeft[hand[dide Lof[the[ParshaPix
was[A[TTriddleThstlyear.[This[year,
we [WvillCtell (you L{the Cbne [teading
these[Words)[and[youldan[dhallenge
your[] children/grandchildren/guests
with[this(MTriddle.[Sweet, [shlty,[sbur
and[Bitter [are[fbur[thstes[TT"AMIM.
Twolbflkhem[hre LITAAMEICHAL]
ELYON,[theldpper[dotes,[dnd[two
areLITAAMEICIHATACHTON, Clthe
lower[hotes.[ MostLbf[ the[Torah[l
reading[Wolrd[use[the (TAAMEI[HAL]
ELYONUL{which[treats[the[ Asaeret
HaDibrot[ds[10[dtatements) dvhen[]
ever(the[Aseret[HaDibrotlatelrbad[id
public.[] Parshatl] Yitro,[] Shavuot
morning, LAnd[Parshat[Va'etchanan.
Minhag[Merushalayim[id[tb [rbad [them
withCITAAMEICHATACHTON for
Parshat[Yitro[dnd[Va'etchanan,[dnd
use[TAAMEIHAIELYONIdn [Shavuot
morning[dnly.[Taamei[Ha[[Tachton
treats(the[Aseret[HaDibrot[ak[the[IB
p'sukim[they [cbnstitute, [réadingthem
like (Il Cthe [dest[dflthe [Torah.[This
helpsl] usl] keepl] theld Ten
CommandmentsLinCperspective[hs
partlofithe MholelG [dlgiven Morah.
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The [ Puah[Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologylin'Accordancewith Halacha

OldTrees, NewTrees2
Proofifor[@varianTransplants

Lastlweek[Wwe discussed[alhistorical [[if
true]Omedical CreportJofl Jan[Jovarian

transplant[recorded by “an'American

doctor(in[1906. ThisTHeportigave rise fo

alfascinating[rabbinic[debateon[the

halachic[Iramifications [ofl lthe iprocel’
dure.[JAs[Imentioned [ Jpreviously,[the

question[ posed[ tol the poskim[ ofl the

time[Was[Somewhat@mbiguous(andled

them[toinderstand thatfitwas(actuallya

transplantof! the[uterus, and[hot[the

ovaries, [thathad [been performed.(Thus

most[oflthe [@answers[and proofs/that(the

rabbis[Igave[lare[Inot[IrelatedJto[Jour

questionlofidvarian fransplants.

Oneoflthe[Jresponsal]ofltheJtime,
however, may[be[lised[to answerlour
halachiclCquestion: "Who[is[tonsidered
the[motherinthelcase[oflan bvarian
transplant?[] Rabbil[] Binyamin[] Aryeh
HaKohen[] Weiss, | replying[] tol[] the
question[] posed[] in[J the[] Hungarian
halachicjournal [Vayelaket[Y osef, [¢ited
the(GemaralinSotah.[ThereWwefead[of
alnewl tree, [ less[than(threel yearslold,
which(is[grafted folan(older(tree thatlis
more(thanfour(years(old.[According(to
thelaws of TORLAH, [(fruit[ofl the [first
threelyears (may motbe éaten; therefore,
the [fruit(ofthe [young[sapling[would (be
forbidden. However, Sincethe mew[free
wouldhowlhalachically[bel¢onsidered
partClofT theJoldertree[[Mwhich[has
alreadyproduced [fruit[for imore[than
fourlyears anyfruitfhat’grows from [it
subsequent/tolthe(graftingwouldnot/be

liableltothe Taws [0f (ORLAH.

RabbiWeiss[¢laimed[thatthe[éxample
oflalgraftedtreecould[beused asa
prooflthat[Itransplanted [reproductive
organs(are[¢onsidered part(ofthe host's
body;therefore,theltransplant(recipient
wouldbelconsidered [the mother[ofla
childBornaftersuchlaprocedure. While
RabbillWeiss Omay[Jhave mistakenly
understood [that[the CuterusChadbeen
transplanted, [ the[ same[ proofl may[ be
used [ for[Jovarian! transplants.[ | Thus,
though( the[original Covary[ camel from
onel] woman,[] after(] it[] had[] been
transplanted[ it wouldl bel regarded! as
partloflthebodyl ofl theltecipient;[the
recipient[] would [ be[] considered [ the
mother. [This[Sameproofihas beenised
inlrecentyiears regardingfthelquestion Gf
maternitylin(thelcaselofTovaldonations,
asiwell. Tticouldbelargued,though, that
thisCanalogyClis ‘not[valid, Tsinceegg
donations[Tare[more comparableto[a
caseloflonewholgrafted[the fruitlitself
ontolan[old[tree; [ that[fruit would be
liablefothelaws Gf(ORLAH.

Though[TRabbiIWeiss’s[JprooflIseems
validlinthe(caselof'Ovarian/transplants,
and /[ thel tecipient[ ofl thel ovary[ seems
clearly(fo[be(the mother, [it[is Mot quite
that[simple 5 more, nextfime.
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[Parshe (Podnés ¢o Pemnder
YITRO

I OIThe[TorahCrecordsthat[Yitro
HEARDALLLCOTHELIG D[ DIDLFOR
MOSHELAND [ISRAEL[HISCINATION
(18:1).o'hen2he[Torah[telates[ that
MosheltbldMlitro[ALLMHAT G D DID
TORPAR'OANDLTOLEGYPTL]I8:8).
What[Ldid[Moshe[ddd[do[What[Par'o
already [hkeard[ahdWhy [Was[idldnly after
Moshe's[Feport[ that[¥itro[Heclared
NOWLKNOW [THATHASHEMLIS
GREATERMHANIALLIGODSI8:11)?

2)[The[Torah[decords[thatltheJewish
peopleldeclared[that[ALLTHAT[G[D
SPEAKSCIWELWILLIDOland [Clthat
MOSHEBROUGHT[MHEMVORDSIOF
THEMATIONBACKITOG DL 9:8).
The[Torah[thenlrelates[that[G[D[tbld
Moshelthat[HeMould[speakltd [him[id [a]
way [Which[Would[ehable[all[the [people
to[Hear[G [D [speaking[tb (Him[ahd[that
MOSHELITOLD LIGIDCWHATLITHE
NATIONDLSAIDLI(19:9).dWhat[did
Moshel[tkll[G D [h [this[decond Merse?
Didn't[He[dIready[delay [the [Words[df
the[people[to LG D Lin[the[previous

verse!

3) Whatldoesthe[Morah[ohean When it
relates[that(MOSHEMVOULD[SPEAK
ANDLGDIWOULDLANSWERLHIM
WITHSOUNDL{ 9:19)?[MVasn't[it[the
otheray [dround [With [G[D [dpeaking
and[Moshe[dhen [deaching[dhehation
what[QG [D [hhd[ust[said?

ParshaPointstoPonder by
Rabbi[Dov(Lipman

SDT[And[He[Bowed[tb[(AndKissed)
him.[MVho[tb [Whom.[Rashilshys[that
welWouldn'tkhow[ekceptlthatlid[shys
ISHII'REIEIHU, [And (Moshel i3 [dalled
ISH. [Kitav [Sbfer[akks: [ButMitro[id[also
called[I5H? Mook [dt[the[énd [df[dhe
pasuklih[Which[Mosheli$[dalled [IEH,
says[ the[ Ktav[ Bofer.[1t[$peaks[ bf
Moshe[being[lexceedingly Llhumble.
Certainly,[dhen, [(BeWas[tdhe[dne[do
bowlfitst.
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To, Two, T00....andTVU

Theltitle[does bt [hhve [mhuch td [do With hatfbllows, Bltve
thoughtiflWas[alclite[idea, (bhsed [dn [Hebrew's[cbntribution[tb [the
listLdfLthe[(homphones[{sameldound,Ldifferent[dpellings; [dhese[dan[dlso[Be[dalled
homonyms[Because[they[dound[dlike,[ButtHomonyms[ihclude Words[that[dre[dlso
spelledltheshme[[fir[ahd[fir [ale Homonyms[bltnot hlomophones; b, [tbo, lahd[tivo
are[bbth).[All[Bksides[the [pbint.

Thelpoint[i$[Mustrated By the [dame [dflthe[durrent[thonth[(ho, [dotJdnuary) When i
stands[bly [ifself, [cbmpared[tb [When [itllid [pkefixed, a5 [id [the [cbmmon [nhme [dfthe [Rosh
HaShanaldf[Mrees.

SH'VAT, [the[dleventh [thonth [df[the[{ear,[dounting[ffom [Missan.[The [SH'VALunder
the[SHIN[&S[aISH'VANA [(As [aFe [all [first [tter [df [the Mord [SH'VAs).[Thelabostrophe
in[dur[transliteration[i3[tb [remind[the [deader [that[the [SHIN [should [Hot[Hlend [With
theM[sbund [dflthe[BET [Without AIDAGESH [that[fbllows [if. [NIot [SHVAT, [But[SH'VAT
[hd [Hot[SHEVAT [elither.[That[Would[ihdicated [tbo [mhuch [dflalvMowel [sbund fbr the
SH'VAINA.Ishould[gktaldelicate, [Brieflvbwel [sbund,[ahd [nb [mhore. [This, [id [cbntrast
to[the[Ehglishized Yiddish Mord[fbrMosiveat" [IEHVITZ. [d [thisMord, the[cbnsonant
sounds[dfithe[SHahd[the[M[aleBlended. Mhat[Works[id [Ehglish. [Nlot[id (Hebrew.[And
youlshould[Know [that[although[it[domes[ftom [Xiddish, [SHVITZ [ [ecognized [aks [an
EnglishMord[(ome[dictionariesIabel[it[slang[(THthers[do[dot), [dot[dnly [cheaning[tb
sweat, [but[dlso CJAraditional Jewish [dteambath [bf[ Eastern (EuropeanLorigin".[In
Hebrew, [iflalso[mheans["to [bbast". [But, Weldigress...[akain.

When [SH'VAT [Has[allgrefix, [ak [it[does[ih [M"UBiSHVAT, [the [SH'VA [under the [SHIN
changes[tb[a[SH'VAINIACH.Ih [this[chse, [the [BET [prefix, (hich ould [usually [(Have [a]
SH'VAI[uhder[if [changes[tb [Bi, With RIAHIRIK [uhder [the [BET.[Because [this [@HIRIK [id
CHASEIR [(hot[fbllowed By [aIYUD, [Which [chakes [if[alstonger [vbwel), [the [Bilchptures
the[SHIN/SH'VALGo [tb [sheak) [ahd [fbrms[aldosed[skllable [BiSH.[This [& [fbllowed Hy
thelskcond[syllable [MAT [(he MAGESHOS[NIOT [rkturned(tb [the [BET, [even[thoughlif
now[fbllows[aISH'VAINACH Mbutlthat's[ahother [discussion).SH'VAT, MU BiSHVAT.

This[cdhange[ih [SH'VAftom [MA[tb (NACH[3 [fiirly [dommon. By [the [Way, [ih [deither
case[(NA[dr[NACH)alelthe SHIN [ahd MET [blended [Idhd[that's [the [pbint.

Have[dlgood[dne, Hugldltlee(better Yet,[dlant[dne) [Anddnjoy [Aftuit[dr [two [{br
more[[lfbme hhve[the [clistom[dflehting (15 Fduits [dn MU BiSHVAT, sbmelelen[mhore).

...............

Thel[five [fuitslamong[the [Skven [Shecies[ale[nbtlrhnked [or [pFiority [k [tb Which [gkts[the
honor[dflthe B'rachalMhenlybulatehhveing[mhorethan[dnetype) By [theirlarder i [this
pasuk, But[rhther[id[their [pbsition fdllowingthe Word [ERETZ [(2ither [ahe). Thus, [DLIVE
isfitst, fdllowed by [DATE[(bnelahd[tivo [after[the[stcond [ERETZ),[then [GRAPE, [EIG,
and[POMEGRANATEI[(#hree, fburahd [five after[the [fikst[ERETZ)
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Maharalldnlthe[Sedra

WhatdidYitroHear[I
theNiglaandftheNistar

Sh'mot[1 8: | CTITAndYitro,[Priest[bf
Midian, [(father [id [Aw[df[(Moshe, Heard[all
that[BLOKIM[hhd[done[tb[Moshe[ahd[tb
IsraelChisCIpeople, [ithatlIHashem [had
broughtdrael [dutldf[Egypt.

Rashi:[What[particularChews[Hid[he
hear?[Thelsplitting[df[the [Reed[Sealand
the[bhttleWith[Amalek.

Gur[Arye:[1Some[Jevent[Jor[events
convinced[Yitro,[the[Righ [Preist[df[the
many[gods,[do[dbandon[Polytheismldnd
acceptlthe[dne[God.[Threeldpinions[ate
presentedlid[the gemara[Z'vachim Il 6a]

R'Mehoshua[Ithe[bhttle Mith[Amalek

R'[Elazar [(Hamodai[lhe [givingCof[dhe
Torah

R'[Bliezer Uthe[splitting[dfthe [ska.

Miracles[dn[keneral,[like[Xhe[plagues,
which[bccurred[bver[Chn[kntire[ear
[Eidayot[2t 10] [ohust[nbthhve [cdon[[¥inced
him, Ebr[Why [should[this[thoment[Belthe
proper[Itime[ ko[ kome?[Besides,[ khe
plaguesCere[Tprivate” Land [limited [in
scope,[hotLimeant[ ko[ Hestroy[ Egypt,
referred[do [ds[d[Mfinger [dfLGod."[They
never[] approached[] thel] status[] of
alllehcompassing Liniracles.[ltCisCknown
that[iHolaters[delate[private[powers[to
theirlgbds, fbrldnelidlaksignedtb[fire[ahd
another[o[Water,[dtc.[TYitro[dame[dt
thisCJuncture, HinallyCtonvinced Lbf[ the
Omnipotence[[bf[(the[true[God.[Rashi
attributes[this(tb[thelrhiracles[at[the[ska
and[during[Ckhe [battle Chwith ClAmalek,

rejecting[1the[Jopinion[Jof L1R'1Elazar
Hamodai.[R'[¥ehoshualis[understood[tb
have[ddded[the[Battle With[Amalek[do
thelsplitting[df[the[dea,[dnd[Rashildoes
with [this[dpinion.

Whatlohade[the[splitting [df[the[Reed[Ska
suchlaldompellinglevent? [Recall[that["the
watersWere[Split"[ll 4:22],[dot[list[the
sea,[ds[Rashildxplains, Chll[the [aters[ih
the[vorld".[Even[Ithe[Yardein [turned
backwards[]T hilim[ 14:3,[Hallel];C&ven,
onelrhustlaksume,[the [aters[df[Midian,
whereMitrolmust[hhve[thken[Hotice[that
nonel[dfltheldther[dodsHe[knew[dould
disruptl] naturel] likel this] in[] an
alllehcompassing[ Worldwide [3cale.[This
is[R'[Hiezer's[dpinion.

Why [should[this[Have [dot[Heen[dnough
tolcbnvince [Him?[I1[id[Because [He[Had [tb
know[that[THashemCis[ElokimCin[Cthe
heavens[dbove"[ds[vell[dsMthe vorld
below"[[D'varim[4t39].[Duringthe bhttle,
Amalek[knew[theCpropitious[ Eime[to
defeat[TkraellWould[Have[Been [dt[dight,
but[Hashem[taused[the[brder Cbf[dhe
heavens[to[dtand [skill[[Rashi, [17:12],En
alllehcom [Hassing(orldwide[dvent[that
demon[ldtrated[Hashem's[power[dverall
known [elxistence, [the[Heavens[ak [Well[ak
thelehrth.[This[d[R'Mehoshua's[pbsition.

Whatlthen[Was[theIbgic[df[RebbilHlazar
HaModai? [Why[did[He[dequire [Yitro[tb
know [aboutlthe[glving[dfltheMorah? The
answer[ik[there[ik[d[World[Beyond[the
upperUandlowerUspheres,[for[the
Torah's[ével[i$[above[the[Heavens, [ak[it
isDwvritten[[Kohelet[1:3],(®What[does[4d
man[grofit[from[dll [(the [(Hard rork [that
he[hbors[linder [the[3un?"[Thetabbis
explain[[$habbat[30b] [that (He[does [profit
from[Torah,[Which[i$[dbovethe[dun.[It
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was[dot[dnown [that[He[Was[Blokim[ahd
there[Was[done[Hut[Hel[dvenlabovelthe
heavens[above[until He[gave [Torah, [ahd
said [do Lthem, (31 [dm [the [(HaShem Lyour
God...",[dtWhich[dime, (the[dabbis[daid
[Rashi,[1D'varim[14:35],[JHe splitClthe
heavens[dnd[the[Heavens[df[thedpper
heavens[And$howed[them[there[vas
none[Beside [Him,[ds[it[i$ ritten,MYou
taught[Juis][tb dnow [that[Hashem, Heli3
Elokim,ChoCbtherCexceptlHim."[Yitro
needed[ ol know[that[beyond[ power
over[heaven[And[karth,Hashem[had
power[dver[thelthirdWorld,[the [World
of(Torah,[dhe[World[do[Come, [Giving
Israellthe[Torah[showed thatlelven(there,
there[ds[ChoneCbut[CHe. T hisCsCkhe
[rejected]dpinion[ofR'[Elazar[HaModai.

The[Xhree[worlds[torrespond[folthe
three[Cholies" [ih Meshayahu's Mision, [ak[if
isDvritten[dhere,[dhe[deraphs[dalled (1o
each[dther[ahd[shidHoly, Holy, Holy[i3
thelordLodf[Hosts; [dhe LWorld [k Hilled
with[His[Honor" [Isaiah [&:3].[This[3[the
prayer [with Cwhich CwelClestablish Ckhe
sanctity[df{lashem [ih[the [depetition [df
the[Amidaldnd[ih[dhe[Sh'malBlessings.
When[Welrkpeatlthis[(Kedushalprayer[ak
the[Cend[bf[ the[orning[prayers,[ve
translate Cin[Aramaic[Xhe [ Fendition Lbf
Yonatan[ben[Wziel:[THoly [in [the Chigh
heavens[above, [the [House[df[His[Divine
Presence;[Holyldn[the[darth[Where[He
works[His[Cpowers;[ Holy[(dorever[4nd
ever.

CG] umn D?repareduay [V.)}‘ . D,MGJ}IK Dku}l}”

L RN DDLES,

Last[idsue’s (B'SHALACH)MTriddles:
[1]JLGEOSANGOSAN

GOSAN[is[CINASOG[backwards,[or
NASOGILACHOR.[Thatli$[the [thove[df
the[ChccentCbfLACwordfrom [theast
syllable[(MILRA) [tb[the[dext[tb[the[Tast
syllable [(MIL[EIL).t[(Happens [to [d[ord
that[is[fbllowed[ih[the [shme[phrase[By!al
word[that[8[dither[alsingle [syllable [dr[al
twolsyllableLlwordthat[lis[Claccented
MILEIL.On[Birchot[HaTorah[ve[have
the[] phrasesL1BACHARLIBANU[]and
NATAN LANU.[Although[Ba[GHAR [ahd
nalTAN[dre[dach[MILRALWords,[dvhen
they[dre[fbllowed By [BA [nu[dnd [TIA [nlu
respectively[[IBach [df Which [ MILEILIO
theirl] accent] "retreats"[] (NAGOR
ACHOR)[Andve Lget[ BAchar[BA [nl
and [NIA [thn [IA [nl. [Similarly, [he [shall [not
eat[of k[ Mteferring[do[dertainpeople
who [mhay [nbot[eht[dflthe [orban [Pesach Il
LOYOlchal[BO.[Although[the [Word[i¥
yol@HAL, [before[1BOlin[Ithe [lsame
phrase, [the[dccentlshifts[Back [dlsyllable.
In[the[skcond[Bracha[df[the[Amida [LIMI
DO[mhehMACH [(hot[do[MEH).[NIASOG
ACHOR [ [dotWithout[dxceptions, [But
itLik[d[generdusly [dpplied Ldule.[Very
rarely, Llo[Wedind[A[ Houble CLNASOG
ACHORL! (inJ  TTriddlese,.l] a
GOSANGOSAN).[1Onekuchwordls
foundlih[3hirat[HaYam Cdwhich Lk Civhy
thisCiwas[aLITTriddle [for[IB'shalach).
nelek MU becomes[INE[er [mhulbefore
the[WordMALylm.

[2] EmperorTaizong[afSbnglahd
Shabbat[Shira?
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The[Song[Dynasty[rliled [Thinalftom[960
to[11279ce.[Taizong[Iwas[lits[Isecond
emperor[{of[18),[Succeeding[hisLdlder
brother[Jand[reigning[ from[1976[397.
Aside[(from[dhe[dbviousLdonnection[f
Song[to[ $ong[for[Shabbat[ Shira,[this
emperoras[born[ih[939ce,[atching
the I Tdumber[fbrthis[year's[Shabbat
Shira.

[3]@Mhelthousand[p!sukim

Thelthousand (FLHA[ELEF[ih [Hebrew.
Gimatriya[df(HA[ELEF[ik[3+1+30+80F
1 16.0830the[TTriddle[dctually[days[116
p'sukim.[TheldorrectJkopardy[duestion
for[that[isMHow[mhany[p!'sukim[akel[there
in[B'shalach?"

[4] Sh'motltb[Ekther, [alvkrbal
connection [Between ahcestor[ahd
descendant

TheOlast[hortion[bfl B'shalachCls[the
account[dflthe[aktack [Hy[Amalek[2gainst
BneilYisrael.[This[Qlphasuk[portion[is[the
TorahreadingUfor CIPurim. LIt Cbegins
VAYAVO[AMALEK.3o[it[3ayslin[the
book[df[Sh'mot.[Ththe [Book[df[Asther,
wel find[ the[d samed verb[ (verbal
connection[MMget[it?) Cused[for[lthe
descendant[bflJAmalek,[Chs[inCVAYO
HAMAN.[Thosevords[dre[tead[vith
exaggerated [ émphasis[{ZARQAI[SEGOL
lends[itself(tb [skretching, [(Hut[the[ghrase
invites[special [elmphasis(blecause[i[mharks
theHeginning[dflthe[end fbr[Haman [ahd
his[plot.

[5]B'nana, MAnilla,[ahd [nb [tbpping
SHINMAMED[@HET, CtoCsend. T hree
sedrald] names[d haved thatd root.

B'SHALACH, [ VAYISHLACH, and[lhe
one[ith[nb[tbpping,[SH'LACH.

[6] Thvan, N'vayot,[Nlachshon,[Aharon

ACHOT, Hister [df.[Rivka [i$ [deferred [(to
as[JACHOTLLAVAN.[Machalat[{a.k.a.
Balslmat)[daughter[dfMishmael [id[flirther
identified [ds[dister [3f[(M'vayot.[Aharon's
wife[[Blisheva[Bat[Aminadav, [Hister Cdf
Nachshon.[JAndCin[Parshat[B'shalach,
Miriam [ [dalled[A[INEVI'AL{prophetess)
and[idlidentified[ak[sister [df[Aharon.

[71Shmelclleaboutlalndonth[Eter

Oneldflthe[rules[doncerning[the [thanna
was[that[dhe[people Weredold[dot[do
leave LbverLany[for[the Cinorning. [T his
came[d[Bit[thorelthan[d[honth[dut[df
Egypt.[On[the[dight[dflthe [Bxodus,[the
peopleldffered(the[Morban[Pesach.[They
had[the[dame[dule [THot[toTkave [dver
any [of[KIPfdr[the [horning.

[8] [(EFrom[Trigonalihinimalto[Megachile
plutolahd[the [slibject[dffiliminology

Thereldreldearly[20,000 (Bnown[species
of(Bees[lTh [2[to[9[decognized [families
(obviously,[ thereLis[A[ Hispute[bn[the
family Cissue).[The[$mallestCbeeLis[the
Trigonaldhinima,[d[Stingless[(BeeWvhose
workers[lare[hbout[hs[long[Chs[lthe
uppercase[ T Cin[Trigona[ds[kall.[IThe
largest[Bee,[Megachile[pluto,ihdigenous
tol[Ihdonesia, [id [(Hig[dnoughtb [dover[the
TTRIDD [ahd [phrt[dflthe [Llid [the (heading
of [dhisLdolumn{theCdne[ih [dhe[figsaw
puzzlediecefbnt).[And[its [Wingspan Wil
exceed[the[flll(TTriddles[dflthe[Header.
Females,[ that[ is.[(J] The[d males[ are
significantly [shnaller.

[91LY'NI'EIR[CPAR'OLY'CHEILOLYV'YAM
SUFiMblam [chasdo {IWhat's[the [shecial

connection[hlere?
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This[phsukdomes ftom [M'hilim (1136, [With
26 p'sukim, LAl CofLwhichCénd Lvith [KI
L'OLAMIAHASDO. Mhel[first[partdflthe
focus[dflthis[TTriddle[{pasuk[15), TAnd
overthrew[Par'oldnd[his[Armylih[Yam
Suf'[domes[ffom[Rarshat[B'shalach.[The
gimatriya[ bf[ thatUbhrase[1s[ D39, the
number[df[dhe[Parshat[B'shalach[577 1
issue[bf[Torah[Tidbits. JustHor[Your
further [ihformation...[Aside[ffom[the[26
p'sukimCofLT 'hilim [ 36, the[phrase [KI
L'OLAMICCHASDO [becurs[dn[ranach
another[15dimes.[Yirmiyahu[has[Cbne,
Ezral[thas[bne,[DivreilHaYamim[has[é
occurrences, [ Jand[dT'hilimOhasCseven

others.[And[now [ybukhow!
[10]JOne[korny[UJnexplained[in[the

ParshaPix

Teelis[host[fAmiliar [ffom[gblf, (Hut[there
is[alfdrm [of (bhseball [that[id [ukually [played
by [younglkids[hs[AnLintroduction[to
"regular"[baseball, Cknown [as [T [BhllCbr
Teelball.[Picturedih[#he[ParshaPix Lbf
B'shalach[Was[the [fee[dsed [do[Hupport
the [bhll[that [alkid (hits [Gff [Gf id[With [albht,
without[his[having[koClyetCkwing[ht
pitches.[That[diece[dfldquiomentlchn[Be
called[a[Tee[pole, [ak i [(MPOLLALEIHEM
EIMATALCIVAFACHAD...Jfrom ISh'mot
15:16[@EAZIASHIR. This[phsuk [br Rart
of[it) [id [shid [six [times [ih [(Kiddush [M'vana,
with[(TIPOL[Es[dhefirst[Word[df[three
times[dnd [ghe[Thst(Word bf[the[bther

three.

YITRO Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
A Healthy Distance

Context: The physical posture of the
Israelites during the Revelation at Sinai is
clearly delineated in advance when,
preparatory to Matan Torah, God
instructs Moshe: "Set a boundary for the
people roundabout saying, '‘Beware of
ascending the mountain or touching its
edge; whoever touches the mountain
shall certainly die..."

This commandment of hagbala (setting a
boundary), however, will not be divinely
enforced. Instead, God commands the
Israelites to execute anyone who crosses
the mandated perimeter.

Questions: Even the most familiar
scenes of our history warrant critical
assessment. Why is the moment of
closest contact between man and God
marked by divinely mandated distance,
on pain of death? Why must the Israelites
remain at the foot of Mount Sinai during
Revelation? What are the lessons to be
learned from this God orchestrated scene
at Sinai?

Approaches:

A. A fascinating rationale for the
phenomenon of hagbala is offered by
Rabbi Shimshon Raphael Hirsch. The
physical setting at Sinai, says Hirsch, is
designed to prove that the word of God
came "to the people” rather than "out of
the people.” By insisting that the
Israelites remain at the foot of Sinai to
receive  divine law, God clearly
demonstrates for all to see that the
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people themselves are not the authors of
that law.

The foundations of Jewish law are
objective, eternal and not subject to
changes wrought by time and
circumstance. The Torah is not the
product of a nation contemporary with
the time of Revelation, but a divinely
ordained document speaking to all times
and places.

B. Moving beyond Hirsch's suggestion,
the decree of hagbala also reflects a
fundamental dialectic lying at the core of
man's connection to God. At the moment
of Revelation, as God launches His
eternal relationship with His chosen
people, He uses the scene at Sinai to
define the very parameters of that
relationship.

The God man relationship will be forged
out of a tension between distance and
familiarity.

On the one hand, God is certainly remote,
existing in a realm beyond our
comprehension and often acting in ways
we simply do not understand. On the
other hand, as the psalmist maintains:
"God is near to all who call Him, to all
who call Him in earnest.” We are meant
to see God as accessible, interested and
involved in our daily lives, near enough to
be "found" if we only seek Him out.

This balance between distance and
familiarity in our relationship to God is
reflected in many ways within our
tradition. Two of them follow.

1. Each day, at climactic moments of our
prayer service, we recite the Kedusha, a
proclamation of God's holiness. Central
to this proclamation is the vision of the
prophet Yeshayahu, who witnesses the
heavenly hosts exclaiming, "Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the whole

world is filled with His glory."

To be holy within Jewish thought means
to be separate, removed. Three times, in
the prophet's vision, the heavenly beings
declare God's separateness. In Jewish law,
the repetition of an event or
phenomenon three times creates a
reality. God's absolute remoteness is thus
mirrored in the threefold proclama tion
of the angels.

In the very next breath, however, these
very same celestial beings declare, "The
whole world is filled with His glory." God,
the angels say, is apparent and easily
reached in every aspect of our physical
surroundings. We need only look around
us to find Him.

The Kedusha thus reflects the dichotomy
created by a God who is beyond our ken
and who, at the same time, fills the world
with His splendor.

2. Two seemingly conflicting elements
are essential to the formation of a
personal relationship with God: YIR'A and
AHAVA (fear and love): "And now, Israel,
what does HaShem your God ask of you
but to fear HaShem your God, to walk in
all His paths, and to love Him, and to
serve HaShem your God with all your
heart and with all your soul.”

You can only love and fear the same
being when you embrace the complexity
inherent in the bond between you.

This truth is perhaps best demonstrated
by focusing on the human associations
which, in their own small way, most
closely mirror our relationship with God.
Consider, for example, the contradictory
currents that course through a healthy
parent child relationship or a strong
teacher student bond. These relation
ships are not one dimensional. A parent
who tries to become his child's friend (a

phenomenon which is unfortunately
much too common in our own day) will
simply not be an effective parent. A rabbi
or teacher who forgoes the respect and
authority due his position loses some of
his ability to successfully educate. Yet,
while maintaining the space demanded
by the relationship, both the parent and
the teacher must still remain each to
different degrees accessible, warm and
caring.

The complexity of the parent child bond
is, in fact, codified in halacha through
two distinct sets of laws that are
designed to mold and govern the attitude
of a child to his parent.

The laws of KAVOD (honor) speak to the
personal care that must be shown to
parents during times of need, such as
infirmity and old age.

The laws of YIR'A outline the respect that
must be shown to parents at all times.
Included are the prohibitions of calling a
parent by his first name, sitting in a
parent's seat, contradicting a parent in
public, etc.

Through the laws of KAVOD and YIR'A,
the halacha reflects the balance meant to
be struck between the warmth a child
should feel towards his parent and the
awe in which that parent must be held.

In a different realm but somewhat paral
lel fashion, our relationship with God
must be forged out of a similar tension.

God, therefore, mandates distance at the
moment of His closest contact with man,
striking the balance upon which their
eternal shared relationship will be built.

Through these sources and others, our
tradition reminds us that we must
continually struggle to maintain the
balance rooted at Sinai between
distance and familiarity, so critical to our

relationship with God.

If we lose the sense of awe meant to be
present in our approach to the divine, our
worship becomes pedestrian, rote and
uninspired. If, on the other hand, we view
God as unreachable and inacces sible,
we will never succeed in truly
experiencing His personal presence in our
lives. )4

ThelJerusalem/Institute
of JewishLaw
Rabbi([Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson #5348 [(part[two)

Theft of
Intellectual Property

Welhavelbeenldiscussing[theltheft[of
intellectual propertyland specifically the
edictsofl ¢ertain[Jewish[¢ommunlTities
to[] protectl] authors(] from[] others
publishingtheir[works.[Thus[iflonehas
inlhis[possession’almanuscript/thatlhe
did motwrite, helshould (put(the name lof
the[authorlon(it(so(that[people[will (not
bemisled Cintothinking[he Twrote [it.
Alsolonemaynot[take [without[the
permission[JofT the Cownerabook[Jor
manuscript(dealingWith[Torah[subjects
with theCintent[toreturnit afterChe
studied CtheClcontentsCor Cmade [notes
therefrom; the studyofTorah, fiomatter
howlimportant, cannotbelseen (asgiving
onepermission fo[takeSomethingthatfis
not[ his. Ifl anything, [it[[the[study[ of
Torah]Lis[an[_otherwise[ commendable
act[ithat[lcomes[Jabout[ byl /means[Jof



transgression | [taking[the[book [without
permission][Jand[IsuchlJcommendable
actslareprohibited.

Theremaybeleéxceptions,[ds[seen from
thelfollowing.

There [are times/that(abailee, who Hlolds
an[_objectl with[ permission, [ must[ido
something(to(the(object(tokeepit/from
spoiling.[For[example,[iflthe entrusted
objectltolthebaileelis[a[Torah(scroll, hie
must(unrolllitloncelin [twelvemonths. Tif
hel[happens(ito[read[ it 'while[Thellis
unrolling/it, Helis Mot (guiltyloflusing [the
Torah (scroll[without[authorization. He
isnotpermitted [tolopen/it(fo read [from
it forChisCownl[use; ifChedoes[helis
considered[fohave madeMnauthorized
use0fltheTorah@nd becomes diablefor
any[losslof the Torahmolmatterwhat
the [Meason. [Similarrules [@pply(fo other
booksland(scrolls[ofthelowner. [Justlas
hemaymottead from[them forhis[own
use, Hemaymoticopyltherefrom.

Therelis(an(éxception [to thislast Taw in
thelcaseldfla/scholarwholdoesmothave
alcopy lofithis(particularbook, [Sincelit(is
assumed|that[the owner[éntrusted[the
scholar Wwith[the booksolthat(he Wwould
belableltoreadand [copy[fromlthebook.

Asldldorollary(tothis[lastTaw, [if[Certain
bookslare[linavailable[tol[the[$cholars,
Beit[ Dinlimay[compelthe[owners[to
loan(the[books[tolthelscholar[tolstudy
and[copythem.

Therelarelinstances Where(the(duthor(in
publishing[ his[ work![ granted[ permis!]
sion[] tol[] anyone[] who[] wanted[] to
reproduce(the [work toldo[$0;[in[some
instances(the [permission [was (granted to
reproduce [the work Wwithout/any[charge

whatsoever. [Inlthelarealofiphotocopying
from[ Ibooks[land[ Jother[ Ipublications,
halachaltolalgreat[extent, also[follows
thelaw [0fltheland. Halachalsees [thelact
ofCphotocopyingas[stealing[someone
else’s[product. This applies[When[the
photocopiersellsthe photocopiesor
elseldistributes them o students ihTarge
quantities(Sothatthe(sale(ofithe Wworklis
reduced. JEven[iflIthere[lis[not[Jany
paymentmade [for the [photocopiesthey
arelstill prohibited, SincetheCopierises
itCfor[the purposeofl thel reader[not
having[ ] tol] purchasel | thel] original,
resulting[in(teduced(sales[oflthework.
Thus($chools(should[not(buylonelcopy
andlhave[photocopiesmade(for[all[the
students.

Next[llesson[ ] IYH, [ lend[ Jofl Itheft[lof
intellectualproperty

[Parsiue Polns to Ponder
Suggestedlahswers

1) CThe[KliCYakar Cexplains[that[the
paganWorld[Helieved[that[do[god[Had
controlCbver[hllCrealms.[5ome[had
controlldver[gbod,[sbmeldver[bhd, [etc.
Yitro[first[(Aeard[dhat[ G D [did[good
things fbr[theJews[dnd[dssumed[that
this[G[D[Had[dontroldver[doodldnd
positive[things.[But[then[Moshe[told
him [thatlthis[same[G [D[dunished[the
EgyptiansLand[¢ontrolled[punishment
and[death.[This[mhade Mitro[rkalize [that
this[G[D's[howers[Were[Heyond[those
of(the[Pagan[deities[He[Had [dxplored
and [fbllowed [dp Luntil [this [Hoint[ih [His
life.

2)[Da'at[Zekainim[MiBaalei[HaTosfot
answer [that[Moshe [Went[tb [tell [GD
what[the[people[said[dsLihdicated[By
the[vordsLMOSHE[BROUGHTLTHE
WORDSLI (VAYASHAV), but 1 GD
wanted[tolirst[telay [thisLimportant
messagehbout[peaking[for[All[the
peoplelto[Hear[{imass[develation) [dnd
only[then[Was[Moshe[dble[to[deport
what[the[pkoplehhd[shid.

3)[(The[Ohr[HaChayim[deaches[dhat
Moshelsbeaking[Here [defers[tb[Moshe
praising[G [D.[G D Wouldthen[ahswer
with[sbunds[dflshofarblasts[tdliddicate
Hislakcceptance ofltheseldraises.[Thus,
the[verseffirstClteacheslthat LIGD
sounded[shofarblastsahdthenlekplains
theldontextlih[Which [this[as[done 1]
Moshe[praising[and LG D [tesponding
with [thesesbunds.

The Quail Qashrut Question

In[hstDlveek's[RarshaPix,[there LWvere [iwo
representations[df(the[S'LAV:[E[Picture[df
former[WShvice[dresident[Dan[Quayle,[ahd
an[NIVtech[Mask[Borce[linage [Gallerylidnage
oflthelquaillybulskeldn[thelright. [kave idltb
Kosher[@nimal[éxpert[(amonglhany[dther
things[that[He [} [dxpert[ih) (Rabbi[Dr.[Ari
Zivotovsky[tb[cbntact[ukahd[cbmment(that
the[particular[quail (We[gictured [ [grobably
not[Mosher,[dnd[dertainly[does[dot[Rave[d
"Masoret" [of[Bkingkbsher.

Here's[dome[dfvhat LOU[Kashrut[Rabbi
Chaim [Loike Divrite Ldn[dhe[$ubject: (It [k
sometimes [Hifficult (toCddentify [the [hirds
described[id [the [Bible. I[[{khown [that[guail
were[heceptedChs[kosher[ChinceChncient
times...[There[dre[dearly[ifty [dvian[sbecies
which[dre[dalled[duail;[these[3pecies[dre
extremely[Varied[being[dividedCAmong[3
dozen[genera,lhcludingCOId[World Cuail
(coturnix)....d tree,[] mountain,[] crested,
banded,[Bobwhite[{olinus),[Wood, [dinging,
ocellated,[fawny [(faced, Chuail Cplover,[and
button[uail... OThroughout[the CworldCh
number[bf[kpecies [bf[uailChave[been
domesticated.[However,[theCbnly[North
American[quail(Which[HasHistorically[Been
commercially[draised CforCdmeatCisC the
bobwhite[uail...[ThisCquail ik [hot[d[Hrue
quail, [sharing[ittle With [the [Buropean[quail
other[ thanO size...d "From a1 kosher
perspective, [dince [the[Bobwhite [k [known
not[do[Be[d[Hrue[quail[And [t Was[hever
certified[ds[Rosher, [there [(Was[do[Way[do
classify [the[bird[ak[kbsher... [Ebr[ykars[iWas
rumored[fhat[dhe [doturnix[quail vas[dhe
biblical[quail, (the [very [quail Which [(Had [Been
consumed[dnd[dertified (kosherBince[the
time[dflthe[Bible.[Mhere Mere[alndumber [df
Jewish[dommunities,[Which[Bad[donsumed
quail(prior (do[dhe[Second[(World[War..."
One[European[FrabbiCdvho[kurvived[khe
Holocaust[Was[able[tb[identify [the [Bharoah
quail [{toturnix[doturnix) (s [Rosher[@ndEs
the[Biblical[qlail...



