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The ZebraQuestion, Fevisited

Justlallfew [Weeks[ago, [t [the [dnd [df[Barshat[Mishpatim,[the [Beople [df[I$rael
reached [alpinnacleaflcbmmitmentahdfithfulnessiwith [G [d [After[Mosheltbld
thelpkople[many [dflthe cbmmands[df[G [d [they [résoundly [pFoclaimed Al [that
Gldltells Lis(INAASEHLY'NISHMA, e Wil Ldo [And [Wve [Wvill Ldccept Lfand/or
understand[ahd/or[wWe Mill[also [db What[will (B [tbld [tb [uk [id [the [fiture [lKbme
oflthe[mheanings[df(NIISHMA)."When[did[this[(hhppen? [Dommentaries[dispute
this[i3sue.[Some[shy, [dight[(Hefore[Matan [Torah [{l.e.[Revelation [ak[Sinai) [ahd
others[shy,[dn[the[vkry[next[day[after [Matan [Torah.[Hither Way [[Iihd [Here[id
notlthe[placefdr[alfill[pFesentation [of [the idsue [We [ate[tdlking[about[thelehd
oflthe[first[Week [df[Sivan, (Having[arrived [k [(Midbar [Sinaildn [the[first[df[the

month.

This[mhoment[id [dur[ehrly (history [ak[alnation [Was[aldefinite (Righ [Hoint that[id
almost[unrivaledHy [anythingLdlse.[(IThe[almost[id [there[tb[avoid [dhallenges,
which WvillLonly Ldivert[dttention [(from Lthe [fbcus LdfLthis [llead [Tidbit.) (The
Midrash [shys[that[G [dlcbnsidereduk(oh[the Idvel [dflahgels With [that o [Word
pronouncement.[Another[passagelih[the[Midrash [shys[that[G [dlchlled[tb[the
MALIACHHAMAVET [(angel[df[death)[ahd[tbld [him [that[even [though (He [Was
putlih[charge[dfldnding[deople'sdives, [(He [dothing[tb [do [With [the [Beople [df
Israel.[Another:[G [dlsiid (Mhlecauseldf Morah [ahd thoseWho [darn[it, [the World
is[shved.[Another:[As[alrksultoflshying[NAASEHM'NISHMA, [the[pkople Were
merited [With [phrt[dflthe[rhdianceldf[the[Sh'china[(Divine[Presence).[Another:
Immediately, ahgelslere[séntltd [placelalckownldnlthe
headloflehchJéw...[Ortlvolckowns.
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Ithwfaslsbmelmoment!
Andlthen,about[4D[dhys[dter... MVEBLEWV[IT! cent. on page 4 WOl'd E)f [ﬂle monfh Last[dpportunity[fbr[Kiddush[M'vanathis
month [[dMhursday [night [Hl [night [IEkb. [177th, [eve [df[THth [f[Adar [Alef.
Jerusalem[Shabbatlid/outltimesfor KITISA Friday[ahd[Shabbat[(l 4[ahd [1I5[Adar[Alef,[Beb.[18, | 9) [ale (Burim [Katan[ahd
4:52 pm |I|6:°6pm (seelphge Blfdr [Gther Zmanim) Shushan[Purim [Katan.[Since, [id [aIShana [M'uberet, [all [df[Adar's [special [dhtes 1]
Checked, [doublelchecked,ahd[ttiple[checked fdr [ParshatKiTisa [IEhushan Purim Katan Purim, [Shushan Burim, (Taanit [Bsther, [Shkalim, [Zachor, [Bara, (laChodesh L]

are[fmoved"[tblthelstcond[Adar, [id [drder[tb bk juxtaposed[(a[mhonth [abart)
to[Besach,[the[dorresponding[dates[ih [Adar[Alef[aredoted.[Tachanunlahd
Lam'natzei'ach [ale[dot[shid. [Some[Have [alcustom [tb [Rave [altbken [Seudaldn
their[PurimKatan.




Candles KITISA Havdala
4:52pm Yerushalayim 6:06pm
5:10pm S'derot 6:09pm
5:08pm Gush[Btzion 6:06pm
5:08pm Raanana 6:07pm
5:08pm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 6:07pm
5:08pm Netanya 6:07pm
5:09pm Rehovot 6:07pm
507pm Be'er[Sheva (&[hie) 6:08pm
5:08pm  Modi'ine[Hashmona'im  6:07pm
4:52pm Petach[Tikva 6:07pm
45pm  Maale[Adumim  6:06pm
507pm  Ginot[Shomron  6:06pm
5:07pm Gush[Shiloh 6:05pm
5:08pm K4[&Hevron 6:06pm
5:07pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 6:06pm
5:09pm YadBinyamin 6:07pm
5:10pm Ashkelon 6:09pm
4:55pm Tzfat 6:04pm
507pm  Zichron[¥aakov  6:06pm

next [wkek
4:58 /811
516718114
5:13 018312
5:14[718112
5:14[18312
5:14[18312
5:14[714113
5:13 (714113
5:14[71&112
4:58 714112
4:58 118111
5:13 18312
5:12[71431 1
5:13 18312
51318l
5:14[18313
516718114
5:01 (18310
5:13 (1412

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[[IKITISA &4 | pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
12 21 Adar Alef ¢ Feb 16 25

Earliesti Talit] &1 T*ilin00000005:3005:21am
Sunrisell00000000000000000000000006:2106:12am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiii00009:0709:02am
(MageniAvraham:08:3008:26am)

SofiZ'mani Tilainoo00000010:0209:58am
(MageniAvraham:19:3219:28am)

Chatzotimunmumnmi11:53%011:52%am
(halachicinoon)

Minchal Gedolanononononn12:24012:23pm
(earliest’Mincha)
PlagiMinchallImmmmm4: 16%404:22Yapm

Sunsetl(00000000000000005:3105:38pm
(basedionll sealllevel:0 5:2515:33pm)

www.ttidbits.com

for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,

Palm[vkrsion,Morahidbits

PP DI

The K’toret Gefilte fish connection

Destitude YMCA K kilo

Lots offlcbws ok [ahly[ahe[Torah

The Escape key. One of the most important
keys on the computer keyboard. In Hebrew?
K'LID HAMIMLAT ©2097 97

Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

[ unlockerlidfusiontdotheditdol |

Some will say it four times, others thrice.

Some only twice?

| Werelhls[slibjects[also lhisniblings? |

| Does[Stacteltéachlatthe[@enter?

| Toplofithe(6th, Bottom (afthe 3rd |

| The five Rabbinic fast days and then all the way through Yom Kippur

. Yitzchak, Yaakov (2), Yosef, Aharon, Moshe;
_: Yaakov, Moshe (3)

Yaakov, the spring grain
between the fast and the Yom Tov

FYI: Reqular Shushan Purim falls on Shabbat 11.5% of the time. Shushan Purim Katan can fall on
Shabbat 12.5% of the time. (Shushan Purim Katan is Shabbat 1/3 of all 2 Adar years.)

No [Machanun[atMinchalah Mhursdaylahd oo Mzidkatchaldn [Shabbat[afternoon
because[df[Purim[Katanlahd[Shushan[Purim[Katan
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Eigel[ HaZahav.[dThe [ golden[kalf.[JAbout
which[some[dflthe[shmelthouths[that[Had
proclaimed (NAASEHN'NISHMA [dow [shid
EILEHCELOHECHALYISRAEL.[These[Chre
your[gbds,[D'[drael.

Let's[dow/[revisit[the[Zebra[Question.[The
poem[Was[Written[(hnd[Performed) [Hy [Shel
Silverstein[a'h, [ih (His (Hook, A [Might[ih [the
Attic".[Apologies [for[etting[1t[un[bn,
rather[than[fbllowing[the[ine[arrangement
oflthe[driginal (b [rbom.

ICasked[the[Zebra,[Are[Youlblack[With
white[skripes? [@Dr[White (ith [Black[stripes?
And[dhe[Zebraldskedine,[AreYoulgood
with [Bad (Rabits?[Dr[alelybuBad[With [gbod
habits?[Areybou[doisy [With[quiet[times?[Dr
are[You[duietWvith[doisy (dimes? [Arelou
happy [With [sbme[shd[days?[Dr[alelybulshd
with[Some[Happy[day?[Are[youldeat[With
some[sloppy [Ways![@r[alelybulsloppy [With
someldeat[Ways?[And[dn[dnd[dn[dnd[dn
and[dn[And[dnland[dn[HeWent.[Mll[dever
asklalzkbra[About[stripes[Again.

Ifwe[chlINAASEHM'NISHMA[ahd all [dther
good[thingsve[have[&ver[done[1Tas[3
nation [ahd [k [ihdividual Jéws TAnd We[dall
thelgolden[dalfldnd[@Alrhyriad [df[Bad[things
wel[Have[done[1[Hgain,[ds[d[dation[And[ds
individuals[then[We [nked[tb[akk[the[Aebra
Question.[Ts/Arelthe Jewish[Reople Livhite
with[black[ktripes Cbrblack[wvith Cvhite
stripes?!

Using[this[Silverstein[Joem i3 [dot[too [fhr
afield.[Take@Ibok [At[the[Midrash[dn[Shir
HaShirim.[J I:50 says:[1SH'CHORALJ ANI
V'NAVA...0ChmOCblack Chnd Cbeautiful.Cln
addition[to[dxplaining[this[dlong[theIbngs
of (Black[is [Beautiful",[the[Midrash[thkes[a
different[position.(We, [the [Jewish[People
were[Black[ih[(Bgypt[dnd [Beautiful (&t [Sinai,
when e[ 3aid(INAASEHLYV'NISHMA.[We
were[Black[With[the [BIGELIHAZAHAV [ahd

were[beautiful Cvith[the [buildingCbf[ the
Mishkan.[And[theMidrash[goes[dnlahd[dn
withLbther[C¢ontrasts Lbfl behavior, [talling
one[SH'CHORAhd[the [ather[NAVA.

ThisOisOclose[denoughCtothe[dZebra
Question.[Which[3tillCheeds[dsking...[And
answering.

Howl[about[mheasuring(theshirface[alealdf[al
zebraltb [determine [Mhat[its [dolor[i$? il
has[ohore[White, [does [that [mhake [id[wWhite? [f
itChas[thore [Black, [k Ok [Black Livith Divhite
stripes?[INot[decessarily. (What[dbout[the
color[dffids[(Hody [rhther [than[ifs [flir [(hair) 1]
will [that (eIl [uk?

Maybe, [chaybe [not[Ttb [all [df[the [above. [But
we[ale[nbot[primarily idterestedlid[zkbras [at
this[moment.[What[about[B'NEIMISRA'EL?

Thelanswer Has[tb[He[that[WeldreWhite...
with [Black[stripes.[Sbmetimes, [alldt [off(Black
stripes.[But[no [mhatter [How [dominant[Black
might[be, [ve[re[&ssentially[good.[Our
commitment[td [G [dlat [Sinai[Tthe [NAASEH
V'MISHMA [ahd[everything[that[gbes[With[it
[[Hetermines[Wholahd [What[Wel[ale.[This[id
alhessage[Welfind[dver[dnd[dver[ih[dhe
Torahlahd[Manach.

Being[dssentially [algbod [people {Thhd[gbod
people[li$[dotldnough.Mt[id[dot[the[Whole
story.[Welnhust[live [dur[ives[id [slich [alWay
tolrhinimize[the [Hlack [stripes[ahd[stains[dn
our[dational[Bearing[dnd[dn[dur[ihdividual
slates.[But[the [Starting[foint [t [inportant.
WhateverQve[dre[ds[descendants[dflthe
AvotlahdIhahotMihat [{d[dur(starting[pbint.
Welnhust[thkelthings fdlom[there[ahd[always
try[tb[Hecome[Hetter[deoplednd[d[Hetter
people.

SEGULA,[] Chosennessl] and[d being
CHAVIVIMCLAMAKOMUs[bur[kssence.
OurLtontinuous[thallenge[ds[ o[ Heserve
thoseldkscriptions.
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KiTisalstats

Shushan[Purim[Katan

215t [od (54 [sddras; [9th Lol (1] (il SH'mot
Written [oh (245.17 (hes [id(alTdrah, [rdnk (8ih
|4[Phrshiot; (10 Lopen, [4Iclbsed

139 [nsukim (knks ([0 th, (3¢ (l[Sh'mot
2002 [whrds [Tk (Sh, (T3¢ (i SAmot

1424 [Tekters [dnks (8h, (L3¢ i [SH'mot

Large [sddra [in[gdneral [plus [relatively (long
p'sukim, [which [edplains [tHe [uimp [inl{rdnk [frbm

| 0th falr [psukim [td [51h [fdr [wbrds. [Qhly [4Todher
sedra[have [more [tHan (2000 Lwbrds.

MITZVOT

Contains [9Lmitzvot; [4Tpésitive ladd (SIptohibitions

And [23 [Tohg [ad [wb 're [tdlking [ndmbers, (9Tddesn't
seem [Tike [vdry [many [miitzvot, [hait Lodly (7 [oi[tHe
remaining (53 [sddras [{Tbss [tHan [altHird) (have
more [mitzvot [tHan [Ki[Tka.

Summary: (17 [séldras [have [dBuble [dibit [mitzvot; [TV
sedras (hdve [nd [mitzvot. [The [odher (20 [sddras [have
between [[19mitzvot.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y{Z)][And (]S> [X:Y [(Z)] Lihdicate
start[of[CaCparsha[p’tuchalClor [CJs’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [ls[Perek:PasukCof[the
beginning[dflthe [phrsha; [(¥)[id[the [number
of[plsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets]Chre[the

Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer (HaChinuchLAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[1 A=ASEI
(positive [initzva); [1=LAV[{prohibition) [T
Rambam[JcountsClpositives[1(248) [1and
prohibitions[(365) [deparately.[X:Y [ik[the
perek[ahd[pasuk ftom [Which[the [chitzvalid

counted.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
45 [plsukim II3D: 1 1 311:17

Therelarelthreelskdras[that[Have féwer
p'sukim[than[the[first[Aliya[df[Ki[Tisa.
It's[the[Ibngest[Birst[Aliyalih[the[Torah,
by [far [(but[dot[theIbngest[fbr[Monday,
Thursday,[dnd[pgrevious[Shabbat[Mincha
reading, [since[Wel[don't[dead[dIl[df[this
first[Aliyalak[those[times[IHikev's[3[the
longest[in[Jthat[category, [or[IMas'ei
according[tb[theldpinion[that[Welshould
read(all[df[the[ravelog").[Thelrkason[id
is[sb[Ibnglit[sb [that[the[dpisode[dflthe
Golden[Qalf[Will(He[ih[the[skcond[Aliya,
which[ik[dead [By/for[dlevi[Mlthe[dnly
one[Who[deed[dot[Be[dmbarrassed,[do
tolspeak, by [the[storyoflthe[Talf.

[P> 30:11006)] Thelfirstl6Op'sukim
oflthelsedralarelthelportionloflthe
Mitzval ofll thell Silverl HalflShekel
[105,A171 31:13],0whichOwilllbe
readlbgain,0Y"H,Onlkwolweeks,hs
theMaftirforParshatBh'kalim.

MitzvaWatch

The[RalflshekellWas[dsed[tdo[dount[the
People[dnd[to[dreate[thefindfbrlthe
purchase[] of[] communall] offerings
throughout[theYear,[ds[vell [ds[dther
spiritual Lheeds[df[the Ldommunity.[The
halflshekel[Was[dequired [dfLthales[ffom
age[ R0 And[Lip.LdtOIvas[bptional Lfor
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women.[{Since[the[Thalf[shekelsCvere
used[tb[dount[thelstandinglarmy, [i[Was
necessary[tbeep[skparate[rkcords[df[al
woman'sLbptional Ctontribution.[ Nonel]
theless, [lomen[dould[garticipatelih[this
mitzva.) CAlthough[Kohanimvere[Also
required(tblglve alhalf[shekel, they [Were
notlfbrced By the [cdburts[ih[the [Way [that
nonkbhanim[vere,Chs[h[ tourtesy[ to
their[3tandinglLdnd Hunction[ih CSociety.
Sh'kalimCwere LINOTUaccepted Llfrom
nonJéws.[(ThereWere[flinds[ih[the [Beit
HaMikdash[toCwhichCh[Chon Jéw[Chnay
contribute,[But[NOT Lthe [Half[shekel. [t
is[ort[dfllike [hembership[dues[ih [Klal
Yisrael[l[¥fbr[thembers[dnly.) [TCollection
took[place[ih [Adar,[ 3o that[thefund
would be[] ready [ for[] Nissan,[] the
beginning[oflthe ™Beit[HaMikdashlykar".

Theliitzva[dppliesLduring[dhe dime[df
the[Beit[HaMikdash, @t [Which[timeleven
Jewslliving[abroad[cbntribute(d).

Withoutl[the [Beit[HaMikdash, We [do [not
perform[themitzva,[1butClweldhave
commemorative[practices,[hamely[the
reading[lof[Parshat[ Sh'kalim[Jon[khe
Shabbat[] of [Jor[ right (] before[JRosh
Chodesh[Adar[Bheni), hich[Was[When
Sh'kalim Cwere[T'announced")Chnd[Ckhe
givingLdZeicher[JL'Machatzit[1HaShekel
before[IMegila[reading[(thereis[an
connection[between our Cmitzvallof
Sh'kalim[And [fhe[$h'kalim[dhat[Haman
promised ] the[d king[in[ return for
permissionto Lkill Cdthe (Jjews Clin Clthe
kingdom).

Weltan[$ay[that[participation[in[the
mitzvaldflthe [Half[Shekelihdicated [that
alperson[anted[to[be[part[ bf[ Klal
Yisrael,[thereby[ihcluding[thelihdividual
in [the [atonementlofflthe [People.

Remember:[] Today[1 well don'tl] give
Machatzit[1HaShekel, LIwejustldcom
memorate[lit. [IThisCis[(JanClimportant
distinction.

[P> 30:17005)] ThelnextOportion
dealsliwithlthelLaverland@itsOstand
(KIYORO V'KANO),0 forl the
Kohaniml[toOwashOtheirOhandsOand
feetll beforel theirl sacredl Avoda
[106,A204 30:19].0AO0kohenOwho
doeslinotwash(sanctify)bhisfhands
andlfeetbeforeldoing"service"lin
thell Beit HaMikdash( isO liableld to
"deathll froml Heaven"O andl the
korbanlhethasbroughtlsinvalid.

Whatlhight[this[shy[tb[us? [Dur[Sages
havelcbmmanded|uk [td Wash[aur[hhnds
beforeleating[alHread[nheal.[Therelake
several[d'sukim[ih[the[Torah[that[dre
considered[o[Be[thelihspiration[for
the[nhitzvaltb [Wash[dur[Hands.[This[i3
one[bf(them,[based Cdbn[the[famous
conceptlthat[dur[(Hining) [thble[i$ ike
thelAltar.Welafelchallengedltdlelevate
thelmhundanelattidflehtinglahdlidvest[id
with[alspirituality hich [id[the [hhllmark
ofJudaism[ahdalTorah way [of [ife.

Before[We[dpproach[bur[TAltar"[1o
servelG[d Meltbo ash [aurbhnds. Jdst
like[the [(Kohen.[Well,[dot[deally.[We
wash[handsLonly. LAndChot[vith[dhe
same[plenalty [fbr [not[Washing[properly
(thank 3G [d). [XCould[youImagine[h
Heavenly[dkath[pknalty for nbtwashing
for[HaMotzi? [Nlo.[But[the[domparison
SHOULDLO] prompt] somel] serious
reflection[dn[durldart,[And[Hopefully,
an[ilprovement[dflthe[Way[We[rklate
tolthisleleryday [mitzva.

Concerning[Cbur[Netilat[CYadayim,[Ch
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person[]should[examine[JhisCJown
observance[bf[_mitzvot.[First,[hm[]
careful[dbout[Washing[fbr[HaMotzi? [Tl
am!?[Good.[Am [ dareful (o LdryCdny
hands[BEFOREWashing, [do[dhat[the
water[has[itsCintended Lburpose [ bf
removing[ditualCimpurity [ih [dhe [Best
way.[And[doIgroperly[dry[chy (Hands
after[Washing![And[doIdomplete[the
brachabkforemyhhndslatelcbmpletely
dry?!CAm[Ctareful Chot[tolinterrupt
between[wvashing[Lhnd[(HaMotzi? [Of
course.[Good. Il don'tlthlk[ntil (dfter
HaMotzil(hctually, [there[should[He[do
talking[until (After [the [first [swallow [df
the[irst[bite[bf[ the[HaMotzi).[But
silencelchn[also bk[ahidterruption[(less
severe).[The[pbint[is, [tb MHINK [about
what[Weldoldnd[Why[Weldo[it,[dnd
HOW Weldo[il. Washing[fbr[HaMotzi
islahlekamplelofalnitzvathatidlehsy [td
takefbrlgranted, [tb[go[dn[Thutomatic
pilot".[Let's[Wash [Better, (Bench (Better,
daven[Hetter,[do[thitzvot[Hetter, [tleat
eachlatherbktter. [kt'sbk[thinkinglahd
feeling[MorahJéws/alllatross(the bbard.

[P> 30:22[012)] NextlfollowslOthe
commandl tol takel specificll quan(
titiesDofllvariouslspices,OmixOthem
withl olivel oil,0 andl preparel the
speciall'anointingloil".0ThedKohen
Gadollhndkingslbfllsraelthreltolbe
anointedl withl thisl oil [107,A35
30:31],0asllwerelthelsacredlvessels
oflitheOMikdash.OItisOforbiddenlto
uselthisoillforOpersonalluse [108,
L84 30:32],0 orll evenl toll dare
dishonorltheOMikdashlbyllcopying
thell spicedl oill forl personall use
[109,L83 30:32].

[S> 30:3405)] Welarelnextlcom

mandedtollcompoundlthelK'toret,
thellincenseloffereddtwiceldailylin
theMikdash.OThelnitzvalbflK'toret
isd presenteddl andl countedl in
T'tzaveh;0 herell well havell the
prohibitionl ofll compoundingl the
samell formulall forl personall use
[110,L85 30:37].

[S> 31:1¥11)] GOdOtells Moshe
thatB'tzalelOshalllbelinOchargelof
thel actuall constructiond and
fashioningloflitheOMishkanOand0its
contents.ll Hisl assistantl shalll be
Aholiavll ofl Dan,0 andO all team of
skilledl artisansl shalll joinO in0 the
work.[0Allthelobjectslinlhndoflkhe
MishkanOarell enumerated,dasOthe
taskistbflB'tzalellhndhisteam.

[P> 31:12006)] AtlthisOpoint,0GOd
remindsdMoshelthatOtheldShabbat
maylnotlbelviolated,levenlforlthe
constructionloflithedMishkan.O(We
mightthavelthoughtbtherwise,[Hue
tolkhelbacrednesslbflthellendeavor,
hence,0thisOreminder.)0Shabbatlis
theleternallsignObetweenldGOdOand
thePeoplelbfllsrael.

SDY: Shabbatl) and] Mikdash() "rub
elbows"(severalltimes(in(thel Torah. They
complementleachUother, [inlthat Mikdash
representsthe1Sanctityllof! | Place,1and
Shabbatiepresents|thel Sanctity of Time.
Onellmaylnotl 1 build the | Mikdash | on
Shabbat, ) but(] the( functioningl ] inl] the
Mikdash["pushes|aside" Shabbat.| Andwe
learnmanytulesandldetails for Shabbat
fromUthelconstructionof! lthe 1Mishkan.
Therelis anléquationlof sorts, [certainly &
linklestablished, 'with[the twiceloccurring
pasuk[TIMy[Shabbats| youlshall preserve,
andhy Mikdashyoulshall Bevere.

SDT: Welknow!(that[Shabbat steps(aside
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for[Piku'ach[ Nefesh!(life(threatening(situl
ations) and for(Communal Offeringsin(the

Beitl HaMikdash(and! for( testifying! for

KidushlHaChodesh). That these(things|dre

ablelto'beldonelon Shabbat, ellearn from

specificlsourceslintheltextlof the[ Torah.

That[Shabbat | steps|asidelforl ANYTHING

isllearned| from(thel passagel here 1TACH
ETCSHABTOTAITISHMORU. [The word

ACH [T but, [T however[] [T is[] generally

considered! tol be limiting.[ My Shabbats

youllshallkeep, [lwould!imean, lwith[no

exceptions.[ACH Tlindicates|thattherelare

situations lwhenthat whichisCusually

forbiddenlon(Shabbatlis'folbeldone. [ Again,

what(thelspecificlthingsare, Larellearned

fromlother|p'sukim. ThelACH herelteaches

usl thel generall statel of! affairs| 11Shabbat

canlbeMviolated", lunderspecificlcircum!]
stances.[[Notelltlisnotthelword ACH that

teachesuslitsimeaning, [itlis[our Oral Law

that(teachesus( thel meaningloflthe! ACH,

whenlitlapplieslandiwhenlitdoesn't.]

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
47 [plsukim LIl : 18[33:1 |

Thelldngest[Skcond[Aliyalid [the Morah, [tled
with [that[df[Rarshat[Binchas[ih[dumber[df
p'sukim, BlutdngerlidWordsahdldtters.

[S> 31:18X7)] Thel Torahllnow
returnsl toll tellingd usl ofll Matan
Torah,0whichBvasl'interrupted"dso
tolspeak)lbylthelparshiyotloflthe
Mishkan,0i.e.0 alll ofl T'rumal and
T'tzavehOandOthelfirstOthird0of0Ki
Tisa.0GdOgivesMosheltheldTablets
oflktone...lmeanwhile,backlOnlthe
camp...)\IWhenltheOPeoplelsawllor
thought)dthatOMoshelOwasldelayed
infreturninglfrom[Binai,theyfeared
thatltheylwouldbeleaderless,lhand
theyl appealedl toll Aharonl toll do

something.OExactlyllwhatlOheOdidlis
thelsubjectloflldifferentlopinions,
butlhisOdelayingltacticOresultedlin
thelemergencebflthedGoldenCalf.
Mostloflthelpeoplelwerelconfused
andMidhothingdwhichOwaslpartbf
thelproblem),but30000menlhrose
andbeveleddnlthelCalf,[Heclaringlt
thelodbflsrael.

[P> 32:708)] GOdOtoldOMoshelto
lookD atl whatl thel Peoplel were
doingl in[ hisO absence.l GOAO indil
catesltoMoshelthatlthePeoplelhre
deservingbflHestruction.

ThelirstlpartbfiMoshe'slreactionls
PRAYER.O(ThisOisn'tdalwaysOfirst
onlhislist,[butltdsthere.Partbilthe
greatnessoflMoshelRabeinullisthis
knowinglwhenlkolpraylong,llwhen
short,0 andl whenl tol takel action
immediatelylandlleavelprayerlfor
later.0 ThisOisOsomethingl thatOwe
shouldltryltollearnOfrombhim).0His
petitionbeforelGOdOstartswithOthe
practicall argument,0 "Whatl will
Egyptl say?".0l Thenll Moshe
mentionslthelAvothndlhsksOGdIo
forgivel thel peoplell becausell of
them,0andOtheldpromisesdGldOhad
madellolthem.OThelkombinationbf
thesellwolpointslkeemolsucceed,
becauseMoshelisl'rewarded"Dwith
GMd'slexpressionlotlregretl(solto
speak)lforlwhatOHeOhadOsaid0He
wouldHoltolthelpeople.

[P> 32:15[21)] Next,Moshelturns
andOdescendslthelmountaindwith
thelLuchotllinbhisthands.OWhenlhe
seeslthel Calf,0thel TabletsOeither
slipfrom0hisOhandsOandObreakOor
hell intentionallyll smashesll them
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(opinionsl differ).0 Hell seizesl the
Calf,Odestroyslit,Ospreadslitslashes
overl thell water,0 andl preparesl] a
potionlforlthelpeopleltoldrink.0He
asks[AharonBwvhatthappened.

Hel callsl toll thosel "whol arell on
Gld'skide";thed_eviyim[allyltolhis
calll and0 killd thosell whol dared
"worship"dhelCalf.

Onlthelfollowingldayl(thelexact
sequenceloflleventsllisldebatedlby
commentators),ll Moshell castigates
thell people,l tellsd theml ofll the
enormitylbfltheirlsin.OThentheltells
them0OthatOhelisOreturningdto0GOd
(solltolspeak)duplthedmountain,Oto
continuell pleadingll Israel'sll case
beforell GOd.0 GOdO promisesl to
punishlthoselhtfault.

[S> 33:111)] AslalresultOoflthe
Golden[Calf,IGIdMistancesHimself
froml thell People.l Hell does,
however,OreiteratedHisOpromiselto
givelthemU(us)OtheOLand.OAnd,0He
tellsl Moshel toll havel thel people
continuelfowardsEretzYisrael,but
withoutl GldO in0 theird midst.0 The
Peoplell arel distraughtl byl GOd's
words. Moshell tooll removes
himselflhndbhisentOrombhelnidst
ofll thell camp.0 Moshel remainsl in
directd contactl withd GOd...0 and
Yehoshuall wasll constantlyl inl the
Tent.

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
5[plsukim[II3B: 121k

[P> 33:12005)] Moshelargueslthat
GIdOmustOremainOinOtheOmidstOof

thell Peoplel inl orderl tol demon(
stratelthatOHeltrulylchoselus.0One
sensesl thell uniquel relationship
betweenll GOdO andl Moshel that
permitsdMosheltolspeakltod Him
thelwaylheoes.IAtthelbamellime
thatlourlrelationshipOwithOGOdOwas
changingllbecausell oflithell Golden
Calf,0IMoshelwaslaskingGdOfor0a
morell intimatell understandingll of
theDivinelEssence.

R'vi'i[IEburth[Aliya
7 [plsukim [II3B: 1723

[P> 33:170(7)] GO agreesl to
Moshe'slrequest,0becausel ofl His
speciall feelingsll towardsll Moshe.
ThenOMoshelasksthatOGOdOreveal
moreloflHimselftoOhimO(Moshe).
GO tellsD Moshell thatl suchl a
revelationlisOimpossible,0butlthat
Moshelwilllbelableltolexperience
morelofllGId'slessence.0This,Owith
thelunderstandinglthatllitdwon'tdbe
everything.ll Thell p'sukim0 inl this
portionflverylenigmatic.

Here's[d[thought...[3 ot [strange
that[specifically[dhen[BneilYisrael [i$/are
in[the[thidst[df[d[Mery[dough[fime[that
Mosheldsks[G[d[ {o[ teveal (Himself{ o
Mosheldmore[fthan[1He [ hlready[has?
Perhaps[Moshe[Had [d[Bit[dfldTspiritual
panic"[ih[that[G[d,[Who[had[Been[€o
closeltb[thelpeopleat[Sinailwasabout[tb
distance[Himself(from[lis.CAnd[Moshe
feared[thatChe[too[wvould[ose[but.
Mixed With [His[dfforts[dn[Behalfldf[the
people,[Moshe Wants[to [dafeguard[dnd
enhance[the[telationship[that[he[has
with [BlaShem. [This[Will (dIso [Help [ih (His
pleading[férlahd{dading[the[pkople.
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€hamishiGth[Aliya
9 [plsukim [[I3H: |

[P> 34:1026)] ThisOportionl(read
onl Fastll Days)l containsl thell 13
Divine[Attributes.lOneltanlbaylthat
notl onlyll did0 GIdO forgivel the
PeoplelforthelGoldenOCalf,[butHe
alsollgavelthem[us)dthedmethodlof
approachingll Him0in0 prayer.0 Not
onlyl arell well toll recitel thesel 13
Attributes,[butbvenustEmulatelhs
manylofltheml[asOpossible.0'Justlas
Hellismerciful,lkotoodmustlwelbe
merciful..."0 In0 thisO wayl wel will
KNOWI Hisll Attributes,lO livel by
them,0 andl notl justd mechanically
recitelthem.

GldOnextOtellsOMosheltoOcutOnew
stonesltolieplacedihelbnesthelhad
broken.Moshelhgainlhscends[Binai
toll receivell thell Luchot,0 the
Attributes,ll andl Divinell Forgivell
ness.l This 400 dayl periodd M Elul
throughll Yoml Kippur,0 become
dayslofllspecialllclosenesslbetween
Gdhndus.

Shishi[[[Bixch[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [LI34: 1 0[26

Ourl positiond relativel toll other
nationsl isll conditionall uponl our
keepingl ofll thel mitzvot.0 Wel are
forbiddenltollmakelcovenantslwith
thel nationsl in0 Eretz0 Yisrael.
Specifically,0welarelforbiddenlto
eatlordrinkDofllidolatrouslofferings
[111,00thisOisOthed onlyd mitzva
counted[by®he[ThinuchXhatls[hot
ondRambam'sOlistC0(theredisCone

RambamOmitzvalthatktheOChinuch
doesn'tCtount). 34:15].0All0thisOto
avoidOfallingltoOtheirdtemptations
andl tol avoidl intermarriage. We
mustestroyltheirldols.

Well arell commandedl toll keep
PesachllinOtheOSpring.[(ThisOisdone
oflithelp'sukimresponsibledfordour
twolAdars.)0InOaldirectllinkOtoOthe
Exodus,0welhavelthreeltypeslof
B'CHOROmitzvotdMhumanO(which
mustObelredeemed),0kosherlfarm
animals(whichlarelgivenDasOalgift
toll all kohenll andl may[l notl be
redeemed,[butlarelholylandltodbe
broughtlaslalkorban,landOdonkey
(whichll shouldll bell redeemedl O
PIDYONPETERICHAMOR)

ShavuotlandOSukkotlOcompletellthe
cycleloflithelPilgrimagelFestivals;
maleslhrelfequiredfolbppearthtlthe
Beitl HaMikdashll (andd not
emptylthanded).l0 ThisOmitzval (and
others)lguaranteeslourlholdloflthe
Land.O Shabbatll andl thell Land's
Shabbat, Shmita [112,00 A135
34:21],lhrelmentioned.

KorbanPesachmaylhotbelbffered
whilellitslownerdhasOChametz,Onor
maylwellleavel K.P.O overtolthe
morning.

BikurimOarelOtoObelbroughttodthe
Mikdashlandl meatlmilkd mixtures
(thatthrelcookedltogether)dmaylhot
bell eaten [113,L187 34:26].
[RabbinicThwfbrbids[datingLhixtures
ofmhilk[ahd [mheat[elven [if[they (hhve [not
beenlcboked.]
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Sh'VIIIIeventh[Aliya
9[plsukim [[I8K:27 (35

[P> 34:270(9)] GO commands
MosheltolwritelthelTorahandhot
thel Oralll Lawl andl explanations,
whichmustbeltransmittedorally).
Moshelspentd400daysdandlnights
onll Harll Sinai,0 notl eatingll or
drinking,0duringd whichOtime,0the
secondbetbfllLuchotBverebwritten.

WhenMoshelkameldownlromlthe
Mountain,Ohellwaslunawareloflthe
spirtuall radiancel thatl glowedOon
hislface.0 AharonlandOtheOPeople
werell afraidl tollapproach.0Moshe
calledtoAharonllandlthelLeaders
ofllthelPeople,landlspokeltodthem
wordsll ofll Torahl andl their
explanation.0ThenOalllthelOpeople
cameltoMosheltobeltaughtlOwhat
GldhadbpokenltothimhtBinai.

WhenlMoshelfinishedspeakinglito
thell people,0hell coveredOhisl face
withlalhoodO(mask/veil),0whichlhe
removedll wheneverll hell spokell to
GId.mHelwouldthenltransmitOGOd's
wordsltolthelpeople.

Thiswouldbelrepeatedloverland
overlhgain.MosheBvouldltoverlhis
facel untill thell timel he
communicatedBwvithUGOd.

Haftaralbpsukim
Melachim[AlefIB: | 39

Thelmainbpartloflthehaftarallislthe
famousll confrontationll between
Eliyahull HaNavill andl thell 450

prophetsll offl Baall onll Har
HaKarmel,thelkesultlbfliwhichOwas
thelreaffirmationlotlfaithlinIGOdDy
thelfencelkittinglpeopleloflisrael.
Thel parallell toll thel sedrall is
obvious.Onlthelkedra,therelwverelh
relativelylsmalllnumberUoflipeople
whol "worshiped"l thel calf,0 and
mostbflthelrestbflthepeoplelwho
weren'tl surell whatl toll dol inl the
situation.l Eliyahull tooll hadl the
prophetsll ofll Baalll andl thel vast
majoritylofllthelpeopledwholwere
POIS'CHIMO BEINO SHTEIO HAD
S'IPIM,[0 waveringll betweenl two
opinions.

Sefardimlreadlonlylfrom@pasuk[R0,
thell episodel ofll Eliyahull onll Mt.
Carmel.DAshkenazimObeginlatOthe
beginningbflthelerek.

= Welkhow, [nhoreldr[dss, Mhattd
perscribeforourselves, bltwehhve
alpitiful khowledge [df[dbses.

From['ACandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein
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‘DivreiMenachem

Parshat(Ki[Tisalopens[with[theldeclaral]
tionthat[Wwhen[takinga census[ofl the
peoplelevery manlover 20 years[shall
giveltolHashemlatonementforrhis(soul,
namelylalhalflshekel.'Donatedequally
byleveryJew, independent/ofihisistatus,
this[contributionwas(alsort/of(insurance
policythatJwould[prevent[laliplague

among(thepeoplelwhilebeinglcounted
(Sh'mot[30:1115).

In[] Kohlberg's(] hierarchyl] of(] moral
development,[this[iwouldlbeldescribed
aslallowerformlof(imorality: "I givelin
order(itolIprevent/ Ipunishment."[JAtl]a
higherllevel,[welmight hotelaldimen[’
sionlof( teciprocity:'I[givelin[order[to
getlback,"[for[itheJterm,1"They[shall
give"[(VINATNU)in[Hebrew[readslthe
samelJbothlbackwards[ 'and[forwards,
inferringthatTJone'who[gives[icharity
receiveslitback.

Perhaps(ahigher(levelistilllislimplied(in

thenotion[of givingalselflessicontril]
butionlaslanlactlof [Chesed,[autilitarian

actonl behalfl lof( society.. Wellarel re[]
minded, however, of[Shlomo's[strange

adage(that['Righteousness (TZEDAKA)

exalts[lamationand[(Chesed[lisCallre[’
proachfolanypeople."Tzedaka,then,lis

alluniquely(Jewish(conceptlincorpor!]
ating/within[it(hotonlythe hotion ofthe

correct/thingfoldolbut/also/the(valuelof
righteousness.

Thelproposition[is,(of(course, that'when
alJewlgiveslhis'halflshekel helis[doing
morelthanllookinglafter himself,/imore
than(justlahumanitarianact.[Helis,[in
fact,[imitatingl Hashem[land[doing[the
willCof(Hashem[ byl creatingal society
basedlonlthelrules[of[Righteousnesslas
understoodbylourpreciousTorah.

VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: When you! don’t |have
yourtefillinland'someonewill Iend his fo you
during chazarat hashatz,/\what Jdavening
shouldyou'beldoing whileyou wait?

ANSWER: Thel igemarall(B'rachot
14b)Tsays[thatone whol[saysKri’at
Sh'malwithoutltefillin s like[one[who
says[false[ testimony[ labout[Thimself.
RabbeinulYonal(8alof RiflfoB'rachot)
explains[that[sincelhelteads[in[Kri’at
Sh'malthe(commandment/to(lay[T'filin,
it[looks[bad[to(read it[and[not put on
T'filin. [There[are[several [Sources[that
sayl that,[ for[positivel and/or[to[avoid
negativelissues, it[is [important[fo have
T'filinCon[during[Sh'moneh Esreilalso
(Shulchan[Aruch, [Orach[Chayim[25:4;
Tosafot,[) B'rachot[] 14b;[] see[] China
D’chayei(30).Therefore, people(domiot
giveip [their [T'filin[until[atTeastlafter
Sh'monehEsreilandlindeed lisuallymot
untillafter[Kedusha.So,[asyoulask,the
person[waitingCwill“have[to[choose
between[davening without[T'filin[and
davening[ISh'moneh [ [Esreil iwithout[Ja
minyan.[ (Davening[at[allater[minyan
thatmakes[the(crucial times(ofl T'filalis,
oflcourse, best.)

Therelis[close(fola[contradiction[onthe
matter(between [Critical [Sources Onyour
questionJand[Jthe[Istandard practice
concerning/dtelated(one.Many[people
wholgoltolallateminyan[i‘solve”the
problem Cof missing[$oflz’man[Kri’at
Sh'malbylrecitinglit[beforelshul.[Yet,
several poskim(areBothered By [the Fact
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that(these[peopleusually[do(so Wwithout
T'filin [(during[the[week), Which,[asWe
havelseen,[is[alproblem.[Rav[Ovadya
Yosefl(I,[OC4)justifies the [practice by
citing[thosewWho(say(that[it[is Mot false
testimonylif one “will[be [putting on
T'filinaterCinthe[day. (Rav_Shlomo
Kluger[(Ha’elefT1LechaIShlomo[147)
says[that[it(Cis[legitimate[to[relyon
putting‘on[T'filinlaterlonly[if that Wwill
belduring[therecitation[0fKri’at[Sh'ma
attheltight[fime.)[Onel¢anladd[fo the
picturelthelopinion[ofl the[ Meiri that
Kri’at[J Sh'mal] without[ T'filin[Jis[C a
problem[only[ when[it[is[donelfin[a
manner [that/shows[disregard forT'filin
and [thefactthattheWholelissuelislonly
rabbinic.[Standard [practice, thus, [isfo
not[beloverlyconcerned [@boutthe [false
testimony[when [T'filin[Wwill[be[putlon
later.

Inlapparent[contradiction, the[Magen
Avraham[(66:12)saysthat[iflonehas o
chooselbetweendavening[1Sh'moneh
Esreilwith[aiminyanand(Kri’at[Sh'ma
and Sh'moneh [ Esreilwith [T'filin, Cwe
chooselthe[T'filin.[His[ain[$ourcelis
reminiscent(oflthe transitive [propertylof
inequality. [TIflone[¢omeslinto[Shacharit
when(thecongregationlis @bouttolstart
Sh'moneh(JEsrei, [ Thel1does[Inot[Iskip
straight/to[Sh'moneh[Esreibecause(the
importance(] of [ T'filal following [ the
mention[] ofl] geulal] (redemption)[]is
greater[thanthatofl Sh'moneh[Esrei
with[alminyan[(ShulchanAruch,[OC
111:3).[Yet,iflone’s[T'filin(arrive Tight
betweenl[geulaland[T'fila, hel$tops[to
put(] them[] on[] despite[] the[] break
(ShulchanJAruch, 10C[66:8).Thus,
T'filinJ must] certainlyl] bell more

important(than[Sh'monehEsreilwith[a
minyan.[This[prooflis(suspect/because
putting on[ T'filin[ between[ geulal and
T'filal[isChot[necessarily[al full break
(MaharshamTI1,[359).[Welcan(actually
useIsimilar[Jlogic]in[] the[J opposite
direction. [Onecan[lsay[Kri'at['Sh'ma
without[T'filin[inlorder[to[do[sollike
vatikin“even[thoughmany[hold"that
T'filalwithalminyan[is[greater[than
vatikin/(seediscussion(in[Yabia[Omer,
op.[cit.).[1Thus,[there[lis[Isignificant
halachic[logic[tolsay[that onelshould
daven[normallylandputlon[the T'filin
during[ chazarat[ hashatz[ (see[ Minchat
Yitzchak[11,( 1107, wholconnects( the
matter Lof Kri’at[Sh'malbeforedaven[]
inglandlourlquestion).[Yet,[itlishard[to
rulelagainst(the(Magen[Avraham,who
isCJaccepted by [Jthe[IMishnaIBerura
(66:40).

Assumingthatfonelis[goingto follow
theMagen[Avraham, some(suggest/that
helshould wait[until Lafter[Yishtabach,
whichlis[teasonable[since the Rama
(OC[54:3)says[that[onelmayputon
T'filin[Jat[Jthat[time.[]However,[ Ithe
poskim[do[not(seelthis ds[an[optimum
timeland(donsidering(that(thisperson(is
anywayl | not[] reciting[] the[" critical
passages(dfiKri’at[Sh'maland [Sh'moneh
Esreilwith[a[minyan,(it[is [preferableto
waitbeforestarting Baruch She’amar.

Rav[DanielMann,EretzIHemdahlnstitute
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RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
Ki Tisa
From a High Roof

ItfisChardtolsustainrarspiritualhigh.
ThoselofTusCwhoarel'committedto
religious observancel know! that[long
periodsofJsuccessfuladherenceto
ourlstandardsCarelsometimesrudely
interrupted(] byl sudden, ] seemingly
inexplicable] lapses.[] Longlenduring
spiritual] experiences] yieldl to
momentaryltemptations(Jandvanish
infafflash.

Expertslinthe[psychologylofireligion,
somelof[themlwithinfourfown[Jewish
tradition,understood this. Theyrhave
warnedJusJthatOtheJexperienceJof
closeness(to[God[waxesandwanes,
comeslandrgoes.[ltfisfalprocessof
advancel]and[Iretreat,]of[1approach
and(withdrawal.

The'Sagesof TalmudlTrefertolthis
phenomenonlwith(1alltellingl metal
phor:"Fromrarhighroofforardeep pit,
me'igralfamal’birarfamikta."

Parents(oftenJwitness(Jthis[strange
processllintheirCchildrenCandJare
perplexed(]by(Tit.[TA child1commits
himself(to good[behavior, cleanslhis
roomrandldoeshisCother choresfor
monthsJonTlendIwithoutTlcomplaint.
Then,JoutllofJthe[blue, JheJfailsto
comerhomelbyrcurfewonelevening,
andalpanicistrickencallfothelpolice
ensues.

As[Jalformerjpsychotherapist, I can
attesttolitheexperiencelJofJalllJmy

fellow[practitioners, “especially[those
who[dealwith[Jadolescents, oflong
periodsduringwhichthel[patientor
client[Imaintainsi]alllong( streak(] of
weeksof healthyadjustment,“which
are(followed by moments of(profound
crisis.

[OrememberCwellCalteenagerClCsaw
earlyJinCimyitraining, Jwhen(JlIwas
thankfullyTstilllunderthesupervision
ofCarseniorCprofessional.[Thelyoung
man, [ ifromJan(JaffluentIfamily, Twas
arrested(] afterl] many[] incidents[] of
shoplifting.[Ifworkedwithrhimrandrhis
family, 1 and(] he[] seemed(] to[] have
developed(linsight[lintoThisJactions
andl] greatl] selffcontrol.l] Months
passed(by,[and(then,onelrainynight,
Ilwas[summoned(tolthe[police station
becauselhelThadshopliftedTagain.
"FromIalhigh(rooftolaldeep pit."

Inthisweek'sTorah[portion, Ki Tisa,
welhavelaldramaticLexamplelof this
puzzlingjphenomenon.[ For[ thel past
manyllweeks,'wellhavellreadoflla
peoplel making( politicaland( spiritual
progress.[] They(l arel] freed(] from
slavery.[Theylwitnesswondersand
miracles.[] They[] experiencell the
revelationof(ithe JAImighty Jandithe
giving( of[1 the[] Law.[] They[1 donate
generously[tol[thelconstructionlof the
Tabernacle.[Theyl enjoyl thel manna,
thelMbread’offheaven".

And(then,one(finel[day,[their(leader
Moshel returnsallittle[late from[his
rendezvous[with[1God[Himself, Jand
the] bubble bursts.[1 Gonel is[] the
exhilarationof(1freedom,Tandgone
arel theircriesof L commitmenttolla
newl[way/(of(life.[Yesterday:["Welwill
dolandwelwillCheed."[{Sh'mot24:7)
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Today:["Letlusmakefor[ourselves’a
Golden[Calf."[(32:1)

InCalllof my(years(of Torah(study, of
carefullylreadingthelweeklyparsha,
it0is this(dsudden(] backsliding[J that
confounds mel[ morel thanany( bther
narrative.lAndroflcourse,1famlbyho
means(theffirstifobelamazedibythis
rapid deteriorationloflcommitment, (by
thisuttertransformation_of alpeople
from] arl faithful,[] grateful,1 self(]
disciplinedJfolk JintollaJwild[crowd,
dancing(] and( singing(] in[] orgiastic
enthusiasmraroundranridol.

Everylyear,llattemptlanew(tolresolve
thisOpuzzleJtofindCanCanswerfor
myselfand( for[thoselwhollooked[to
melJtoJhelpdthemJunderstand( the
Bible.[1 This( year, 1] find[0 myself
contemplatingClalCnewllanswerbased
uponlalveryunusuallsource.

Al fewOweeksago,onUanuary[8th,
the[JWall(iStreet[lJournallcarried[an
essaybylone[Amy[Chua. Thelessay
wasentitled CWhy[IChinese[IMothers
Are[ Superior.[ The[‘authordescribes
herCownCexperienceJasalIChinese
mother, JandCtheUstrictCexpectations
shelhas(oflherladolescentdaughters.

ThisTeolumnrevoked stronglreactions
allloverithelworld.'Many believedthat
her(approachwas(thellcorrectlone
and( represented] alJ muchneeded
corrective[]  antidotel] for(] the
permissiveness(] of(] American(] par(]
ents.OthersfoundherCapproach[to
be [ nothing[short[of( cruelandleven
sadistic.

Whilellpersonallyfound'somerofher
prescriptions[ ] worthy (1 of[ | consideral
tion,[believethatlmostLof( them_are

excessive.JButlinCherCarticle,Ishe
makes[anlastuteremarkthat(lfind to
bememorableand(useful,despite,or
perhapsbecauselof, lits[simplicity.

"Chinesel] parents] understand( that
nothinglis(fun(untillyoulare(good!atlit.
Andlyoulcanronlybergoodatritliffyou
workratfit."

Welalllwould(likelourlactivities(to be
funfandlourlivestobelenjoyable.But
theltoads(tolfunand(thelpaths(toljoy
are(Jeffortfulllones.THardworkand
persistencel] are] necessary(] in(] all
fields[ofCendeavor, and(religionand
spiritualityCare noldifferent.[ They[too
requireldiligencelandoil.

Nol[l wonder,[] then,[] thatl] well are
capableJofCmanymonths[ofperfect
religiousbehavior, [of[Jadherencel to
thelhighestmoral(standards, “andof
spiritual  edification. Butl it'sCJ hard
work,[as[promises(of(leasy(fun"loften
surround(usfandiseduce!(us.

Therelisfanlinsight’herethati¢canrhelp
parents,[] teachers,[1 and[] psychol]
therapist[deal(with[the unpredictable
shiftsCin[thebehaviorsfoflthosethey
work (with.

Therelisalsolalprofoundilessonlhere

forCthose JwhoUlook CforCJanCexplant]
ation(of( the( GoldenCalf(episodeLlin

thisflweek's[Torahiportion.[Thewayof

life[thatthe Jewishpeoplewereljust

beginningtollearnlisfarwonderfulland

rewardinglone. Butthe[wonderand

theJ rewards, ] thelfun,J comel] only

whenlwelare[!'good[atlit",[whenliwe

workhardfolperfectouriives.

WellalllarewellJadvised( tol lbellon
guardagainstthe promiseof "easy
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fun".[The[GoldenCalfltook 'holwork

atflall.’'Theverselin[1Sh'mot132:34

suggests( thatthe Uews[ hadltol[bnly

castltheirfgoldlinltorthelfirefandlthe

Golden(] Calfr] effortlessly1 emerged.

Thel1Golden(]Calfllimposed(]neither
morallJrestrictions(InorethicallIstan(]
dards. 7 Just(]dancing[] and(] singing.

Fun?

AmyChualteachesluslthatlthat'shot
fun.Havinglreal funrinrlife[requires
that"youbelgood(atlit",[good atlife.
Andthattakeswork. O

ArtScrolllSeries ® MesorahlPublications Ltd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

R'MosheKliers,[dnedf[Tkading[dabbis[ih
EretzYisrael, (Was[Mery [rkluctant[tb [rlile[ih
any[chse[ivolving[disputes Between[pkople.
Wherever[possible,[hetried[fo[teach[3d
compromiselthat[Both[sidesWouldatcept.

Onldneldccasion,[He[fbundHimselflunable
tolakrangelalcompromise [Between[theltio
parties,[dndvas[fbrced [do[Hear[the[dase
and[dule[dn[it.[Theldaselihvolved[d[Thrge
company[And[A[Cpoor[vidow.[R'[(Moshe
heard[the[tase,[AndCkventuallyCFuled Cin
favor[dflthe[Widow.[Blevertheless,[He[Was
tormented[By[dhe[fact[dhat[he[Bad[Been
forced[o[dssue[dtuling, [AsCévery [tuling
bears[the [pbssibility [aflelror.

Finally, [fter [Alfew[sleepless eeks [due[tb
hisClincertainty, (3 [friend Cdold Chim: CIWhy
should[there[Be[d[groblem? [ After[dll,[the
company[] can[d certainlyl] afford[] the
settlement, [dnd [(the (Woman [G$, [Efter (311, [

widow.”

“What[do[youlrhean[By[that?”[shouted[R’
Moshe.[Welareltbld[dlearlylih[the[Torah
that[Justice(Helongs[tb [Hashem’![MVhether
the[personUisrichCor[Choor[Cls[kotally

irrelevant.[The [ahly [thingthat[cbunts[id[that
thelvkrdict[Be [ust!”

"YOURBROTHER SHALL
LIVE WITHYOU" [1]

ThelChallengeof(Money
by Dr. Meir Tamari

Charity[ has[always[ been recognized,
both by friends [and[Bylénemies, (as the
hallmark[oflthe Jews, butllit[is[not
always[¢lear(thatlin[Judaism[theferm
covers[Jmany[]different[]actions[land
concepts,] far[1beyond [ the[ personal
philanthropy“and[Tassistancethatare
commonlyuinderstoodbyl¢harity. [ The
various[ferms msedlin ¢onnection [with
charityJ [chesed,] tzedaka,[] ma'asim
tovim,[] matnat[] aniyim, ] interest[free
loans, [ taxation[Jetc.][lshow![ thel wide
scopeboth(dflithedctualdcts themselves
as[Iwell[Jas[the[legal, [spiritualJand
religious( Iperspectives[ Iwithin[Iwhich
theselactsarelto (beperformed.

It[is[0simply[lincorrect[1to[translate
Tzedakalas[¢harity,[implyingmonetary
philanthropyflowing[Jeither [from[a
feeling[ofTpity[for fhe Tecipient[or from
considerationsloflmutualhelp for[from
anlinsurance(typelof conceptthatlone
day[thelgiver[alsolmaylheed[similar
assistance. [ |Rather, [ Isincel ltzedaka[lis
rootedlin[the[word[tzedek[ ITjustice,[it
involves[ the( Ibasic[ understanding/ lof
Judaism(thatlall[wealth[is[given[fo us,
notlonly[for(satisfying[ourlown[needs
and (those(oflour(families, (butlalso[to (be
thelieansofTassistingland[$upporting
the[poor, thelsick, the aged and the
weak. ("This[purposeloflour moneylis
thelacceptance by human[beings[that
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not[onlylis[therelalhorizontalltelation
betweenthem(and[Gd but(thatflowing
from this(Fatherhood (0fIG [d[therelis[the
verticallrelationship (0fithe Brotherhood
offMan"[(Admor[ofl Tolna, Yitschak
Twerski, Boston).[Solour[charitylisnot
basedonlanylconsideration [otherthan
fulfilling[ theJ demands[] ofl] that
vertical(horizontalrelationship between
Manand(G(d. Regardingthistreating[of
strangers, (widows[and Corphans, who
usuallyThaveholprotectors, the Torah
writes, 'Ifl[ youl cause[him[pain,[iflhe
should[cryloutl to Me, 1l shall hear"
(Sh'mot[122:22).[1InJthat[]verse[]the
phrases(Icausel pain',[lcry[ out',[ and[
shalllhear'[are(repeated [fo[émphasis(the
ease(with(which(theylarelexploited, the
doublepain(theylfeell because ofltheir
defenselessposition[and(thel$wiftness
and[surenessofl Hashem's[teaction[to
theirinjury.

TzedakaJis[Inot[Jlimited I merely[ to
fulfillinglone's[preferences, morMmerely
tolaccommodating[one's[frame[ofthind
nor[Jjust[]to[lfollowing[philanthropic
impulses[but, [ like[all[other[acts and
deedslin[Judaism,[because(thehalakha
imposes| Jal llegal Jobligation[ lon[the
ownership[ of_money( [Tan[ obligation
which, Owe [will[see, [ takes varied [ and
numerous| forms.[This area, morethan
in[Jany[Jother[Jareal]ofl]Jewish[]life,
requires [ JtheJmerger [ ofl Ispontaneity,
spirituality, Jand [Ipersonal [Isensitivity
with “formalism, CIritualJand (legalism.
NobodyTikes [folgiveltheirhoneylaway
to[] somebody[] else,[] together[] with,
people'sCobjection[tolgivelcharityand
thereby[foregotheir[use ofl money[to
satisfy[theirlown[needsland inlimited

wants[ Jand[Jsimple[lcommon[human
egoism,[all[these¢ombinelto(limit[the
voluntary [dcts [0f(charity.Therefore, the
mitzvot[ associated [ with[ tzedaka, [ like
anylotherfpositiveland Megative mitzvot,
aremeant(fo (belénforced by rabbinical
authoritiesand[to[be[sub[Tjected [ to
communalllegislationandtocodified
peerl[pressure.[Without[these [forces[of
imposed[] halakhic[] obligations,[] our
positive[] emotions[] and[] idealistic
agendas[imay[easily[temain[just[that,
goodlintentions.[However,[ifl Judaism
was[simply(legalism[dasmanymon(Jews
and[Jews[wrongly[ believe, then[these
obligations[Wwould[belsterile[and[&ven
destructive, [ without[ feelings[ ofl kind [
ness, spirituallémpathylandteligiosity.
So,loneldoes notlmerelyl givetzedaka
butloneldoes[actsofltzedaka, motlonly
with[one's[money[butlalso[Wwith[one's
body, Wwith[one's time[and (with[one's
mind; la'asotltzedakaachesed.

Chazalhavefaught us(that[thefeward
forKeepingmitzvotlarereceivedinThe
World[to[ Come', [yet[aldistinction[is
made[by[themlin[this[tegard[between
those[mitzvot oftzedakalVvachesed [and
those[pertaining[ solely[to[ Heaven.[In
the[passage fromthe Talmudwhichwe
reciteléveryldaylih [Our morning [prayers
our[Sages[taught,["Theselare[the acts
for[which(the doer[[enjoys(the reward
and](€ats[the fruits in[This[Worldwhile
the [principal [demainsintact[for him[[to
enjoy]linlthe WorldfoCome"[(Shabbat
127a).[Then(theBaraital¢ontinuesand
lists[allthose[dcts [for which(therelis, [@ds
itlwere,[aldoubleteward[and [theyare
predominantlyalllactsoflcharitylin the
trulyJewish(sense oflthe Word:["Actsaf
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loving[] kindness,[] hospitality[] to
strangers, [ Ivisiting[lthe [Isick,[ Thelping
provide[for(needy(brides, [attending[to
the(dead(and(bringing[peacebetween(a
man(and His(fellow, [dnd [between [athan
and hiswife".

Praying@ith™assion

Giving[ohore [meaning[tb [Gur [M'fillah
One[Week[at[alTime
Excerpted’andteprintediwith permission'of the author

P'sukeid'Zimra:
Hodu Keep[Praying!
73R PIND TovRn PR DK
7TWX 1.‘!&’7?3:{1 TB 27

2hy Ym3 v b
Meaning:tdanslation...

|ldm [Hashem, Your [G[d, [WWho [Haised
youldrom[thellhnd[bf[ Egypt, open
wide ylourthouth[and HIWill[fill
it...[Milllsing[tb[Hashem, fbr[He [dealt
kindly bwith [nde.

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofithe [prayer

A[@Qonstant[Qause[for[Prayer

ADperson[dlways[has[$omething[Hor
which [t [dhven.

Insight¢: Deeperlnheanings...
Askingland[Appreciating

Reb[Moshe[Schwab,[the [Mashgiach[df
Gateshead[ Yeshiva, LEngland[$tressed
that[d[Person[thustLskrive [tb[dmbody

King[d David’s[] expression:[] “Va’ani
tefillah:”[EMWhen[davening[tb[Hashem[ll
feelluhdeserving[dfhis[drgesse, [ykt[m
asking[for[morelahd[more.”TheTorah
permits[s[th [Esk[fbrlds[thuch [&s[We
want...[ak[the[vkrselshys, [TTHARCHEV
PICHALVA'AMALHHU...[Open[ide
yourCinouth Chnd 1 Cvill CHulfill C{your
request)....1“Al]personalways[has
something[td[daven[fbr.[First[hle [needs
success[lin[lhisCITorahUstudies...Llin
earning[d[ivelihood;[then[ihfinding[d
mate, [id [bhving[children,[ahd[sliccessid
bringing[them [up.[He[chustlakk[G [dltb
grantlthem [idtelligence, [sliccess id their
studies[Jlahd[fdr[gtandchildren.[@nelid
asking[for[things[ah[ehtire[ifetime,[ahd
that[id[What[G[d[Wants.[Miew[Yourself
asldindeserving, Ldnd[dppreciate[GId's
limitlessgénerosity.

Onelshouldnbtldnly[dhven[threeltimes
alday.[Bven[lih[the[thiddle[df(the[day
onelshouldlatkHashemfdrahything, 2%
thelnked [akises.

Oncelthelchassidim[df[the[Magid,[Reb
Motel [df[@hernobyl,[shwhim[standing
by [the lWindow [thoving[His ps.[They
camelcloseltd [hkar[wWhat[hkWas[shying,
imagining[the[Was[3aying[ 3ome[ deep
Kabbalistic[plrayer.[They[Werelshocked
by LWhat[they[Beard;[the[Rebbe [Wvas
saying:[IRibono[Shel [Olam,[the [haid
that[Helps[dutlrhy [Wife [Wants[tb [quit,
butlchy [Wife [really[deeds[Her[Help,[sb
please[make[the[aid[ khange[her
mind.” [(Mhelchassidim [akked[the[Rebbe
why[Be, [the[great[daon,[Was[praying
like [alsimplelpkrson, [atking[Hashem fdr
such[alsimplelthing.[Replied[the [Magid:
“Wholelse[should[Thtk?”
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The[Sh’lah[HaKadosh[(tited [ih[Matnas
Chaim,[(Ma’amarim)[ddvises:[¥...Each
individual LisCrequired Cto Cpray Clto
Hashemdr(everylnked...[And[after e
prays[] he[d should[J deal [ with[J his
transactions[And[Cplace[his[trustL]in
Hashem]...”[CAfter[he[éndeavor,[he
shouldlvkrballyattributelthe[sliccess[td
Hashem.

RabbiYleruchem [Levovitz,[Mashgiachof
the[Mirrer[¥eshivaldn[Europe[}aid
(Sefer[JDaas[JChachmah[JU’Mussar),
“Chazal[did[nbt[make[elen[the[siallest
movement, lithoutlplayer. M/ henlthey
entered[the[study [Rall(tb Iéarn[Torah,
they [prayed; When [they [departed, they
prayed.”[Didthese[Torah[gdiants[Thck
confidencelin[their[ability [tb[darn?[Dn
thelcbntrary, they Werebrimmingwith
confidence [THot[ih [their[dwn [abilities,
butlid[Hashem’sldve fbrlthem[ahd His
abilityltd[grantthem[sliccess.

Visualize:
Images[thatBring[the [player[tb [ife

Goltbthe[Source

Thelfather[Wasill lih [(Hed.[He [Was[tbo
weak [tb [Help (his[sbn [With (His[darning.
Norlcbuldhk[help [his [Wife[Bring[id [the
heavy[gloceryblindles, [a$ whas [his hhbit.
Heldidn’tleven [Havelthelehergy[tb[téll
his[iktle[daughter [albledtime [story.[But
the[familyOwvas[ortunate,[for[their
friends[and[deighbors[filled[ih [fbr[the
father, dightening[the [ family’s[Joad.
Whilelthefther Was(gladthathklp Was
available, [His[spirits[shnkldach [time[He
heard[komeone[klse[broviding[khe
loving[dare o [his[family (had [dlways
been[hls[tbplovide.

Weeks[Went[Hy[ahd[ak[{3st, [the[father
began[tb[decover.[As[His[family (Hegan
to[cdome[tb [(him [again [fbr [his (Help [ahd
support,[hisCIheart[lexulted.[1They
needed[Him.[They [tlirned[tbHim,[ahd
there[Was[nothing[that[ghve [him[bhore
joylthan[gutting[His[Hands,[Heart[adnd
mindto Cvork, CHulfilling Chis (family’s
needs.

Likewise,[Hlashem[Wants[us[tb[thrn[tb
Him.Ih[doing[sb, We[demonstrate[that
we[lnow[Hle[i$[the sburce[dfdll[dur
helplahd[slistenance. [By[akkingfbr [dur
needs, Welshowlour[fithlahdIdve.

Try(this: WhenGloudindGour
selflWorrying, [stop[alnhoment[ahd[tlirn
the[Worrylihto[d[prayer.[When You
findJourselfChoping[for[3omething,
turn o [(Hashem [dnd [dransform Lyour
hopelidtolalplayer. 5o

Portion(from (thePortion

THEIKETORET

EveryShabbat(atthe end(of(the Musaf
allsection[from(the[ Talmud K'RITOT
(6)UisUrecited.C1 ThisUis[1the JPITOM
HAK'TORET (Incense)whichTisalso
read(everyidaylbylisomelIpeoplelat
SHACHARIT@andMINCHA. Whatlis[so
speciallabout(this[passage?

The KETORET [ WhichTis describedlin
theselVversesWaslbroughttwicelalday
in[the(MIKDASHI on(thelAltar(that'was
inside the(OHELMOED, [rightLinfront
of(the[HolyArk.[TTheothersacrifices
were[ broughtlonthelAltar( thatwas
outsideof TOHEL'MOED.TheTME'AM
LO'EZ[] explains(] that! alll] other
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KORBANOTO M CHATAT, OLAH,
ASHAM, 1 SH'LAMIM, T MINCHA, [ that
werel] brought(lin[] the] Temple,] are
connectedlin('some[way!( tolIsin.[The
KETORETL is[notClike[that. ltCis[very
different.

TheJ KETORETL wasl] brought(] for
happiness[Ias[welread in(MISHLEI
(27:9)0 “‘SHEMEND UKTORET
YISAMACHT LEIV”, [T the ] oil(] (of(] the
Menorah)and(the IKETORET[1the
services_donelatthe[sameltime,[were
brought(1in(] order(] to[ 1 makel ] people
happy.[] ThelJ sweet] smelll] ofl] the
KETORET hadrarpurifyingleffectronra
person(] and(] madel! them(] want(] to
repent.[Therelisl something[tolaromall
therapy!(afteriall.

Forlthis(reason[somelpeople saylitlis
evenlmorellimportantJto[IreciteIthe
PITOM KETORETL than(l the
KORBANOTOMsince1the[IKETORET
itself(1 was[1 more(] special’l than(] the
KORBANOT.

Whatiwaslincludedlin(thelKETORET?
Thelverse[{Sh'mot[30:34)says(ioltake
the fragrances] Balsam, Onycha,
GalbanumCand[pure[Frankincenselall
of(thel samelweightas[ welllas[other
specified]  fragrances.[]  Tradition
teaches(] that( ] another(] 7[1fragrances
wereladdedJ[TIMyrrh,JCassia, ISpike[]
nard, (Saffron, Costus, CinnamonLand
Cinnamon(bark.

Tradition[] teaches(] that[ the[1 CHEL]
BONATspicelgavelofffafoul’smell.lAnd
yet,[1if(Jit[] is[] missing, ] thel] person
preparingJthe IKETORET OwouldCdie.
Whatlis(thesignificancelofithis(spice?

Tolteachlus[thatlwelnheed[tolinclude
thelJewswholarenot[so.committedLin
ourlcommunity.[Butfonelmight(say(that

such(] all person(] could[] bel] all bad
influenceontheCotherlJews[Jaround
him.SolwhyLis[itCincluded?CAllCinCall
therelare[11lingredientslin(the Ketoret
[1M10rgoodismellinglonesland onelwith
afoullsmell.\WelLmust havelalstrong
baseloffalcommunityTTtenTTarminyan
offcommitted(people, andlthenlothers
shouldbelincluded, butthey[willChot
havelalnegativeeffectlon(the others.

[Parsie [Pefnts to Pender
KITFISA

I)EWhy[Hoes LG[D [hise[ the[vords
WHENLO YOU[ COUNTL THEM
(BIFKODLOTAM)wicelih[dhe[dame
versel(30:12)?

2) Whatldbes(G [D[neanWhenHelsdys
SEE,LJIJCALLEDOINCOTHELINAME
(BISHEIM),[BETZALEL[THE[SONLOF
URIL{31:2)?[Why[douldn't[He Ldimply
say[1[LICALLED[BETZALELLhnd[ive
wouldkhow [itllwas[his[NAME?

3)Mosheldleads[With[G[D[th [Hemain
close[dto[lthe[1the[1Jewish[Ipeople
(33:12IB)Cand LG [D [thenLseemingly
grants[his[dequestLivhen[he[deplies,
MY[LIPRESENCELIWILLLIGOLIAND
PROVIDELYOULRESTL{33:14).[Why,
then,Ldoes[Moshe[ despond[do[those
words [Bly [shying, [FMOUR[PRESENCE
DOESNOTLGO[ALONG,[DOMOT
BRING[IUSTHORWARD [BROM[HERE
(33:15)LhndLkhen L IG[D Lkrants[khis
request[againClwhen[JHe[responds,
EVENHISOHINGOFWHICHNYOU
SPOKEOISHALLIDOL{33: 17)2Midn't
Helalreadyl[tell[this[tb [Moshelih [Merse
142

by Rabbi[Dov(Lipman
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CHIZUK #DUuD

DivreilTorah from|thelweekly sedra
withla focus'onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael [0
Chizuk{for Olim & Tdud fornot et Olim

"Mah yomru[Hagoyim" [ hatWill(the
nations[dflthe orld[shy.[Throughout
our [history[ahd[dur[personal[ives(this
has[dften[Heen [ah[ihjunction, (Hoth [fbr
good[ahd[sbmetimes,[perhaps, [fbrIéss
than[gbod, [tb[séeldur[attionsflom[the
perspective[dfldthers.[Th[the[dase[df
potential [chilul[Hashem, [d[id[dbviously
most[hecessary.[But[in[the[political
arena,[for[&xample,[bften[the[tight
thing[to[do[ik[dvershadowed[By[the
need[fdrhapprobation fdomlakhers.

Yet[it[i$ [thisMery[same[thought[that
Moshe[[JRabeinuuses[Jto[Jconvince
HaKadosh[Baruch[[Hu,afterCIchet
halelgel, [ thatCAm Yisrael(3hould[be
judged[] with[] compassion.[] "Lamah
yomruMitzrayim...[(Sh'mot32:12).

Alliktle[disconcerting[[I&ince[When[ake
Gld'sCdecisions[dusceptible[foLpublic
opinion?

|ithink[that[ah [ahswer [chn [Be fdund [in
the[Hollowing[pasuk[Wherein[Moshe
states [his[sécond[atgumentlah [bkhalflof
BneilYisrael [IIthe [ promise Lof[ Eretz
Yisrael (o[ AmYisrael...eten[1'zar[]
achem[V'nachalu'olam."CJAs[JRashi
teaches[is[ih [ahefirstCpasuk CofLthe
Torah,[this[gromise Will(He[dontested
over[dnd[dver[dgain.[This[gromiseli}
notlaldrivate[donvenant. [Tt [i3 [allgublic
irrevocable[Statement[fhat[dffects[dll
thelhations[bf[ the[World[And[itLis
thereforelmostlappropriatelthatMoshe
pleads[with[Hashem[td[cbnsiderWorld

opinion.[They[arelthe[dnes[Who [mhust
know [thatlthe pFomiselidlpkrmanent.

May[We[therit[that[the[dations[df(the
worldfinally[Clinderstand[the [Hivine
naturelafldurlcbnnection[td this[[hnd.

TovaRhein,[Efrat

Esther’sDebate

with/the[Rabbis
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim[Bprecher
Dean(oflStudents,[DiasporaY eshiva

WhenlEstherlbentlthelbageslherltequest,
"Writelmylbtory[Forlfuturelgenerations"
(Megilalla),lkheylkesponded,'Youlhre
arousing[liealousylbetweenlusllandlthe
nations".

Seemingly,theirlresponsellislpuzzling.
Sincell whenll dol] well censorl Scripture
becausellofllwhat[thelnationsOwilllsay?
ThellRambamlinligeretITeimanlasks[la
similarduestion:

"Whatlhationllslkolkreat(thatltheylhave
suchll righteousl rulesll andll laws?"
(D'variml4:8).0GH's0settinglusHapart
throughlHislaws[andlcommandments,
thusbhighlightingllourlsuperioritylover
thell nations,l] madell alll thell idolaters
enormouslyljealousbflls."

Wouldl well everll considerl erasingll or
hidinglourlITorahlbasedlsuperioritylso
aslnotltolarouselljealousyllamongllthe
nations?IWhatlthenlwaslthellargument
betweenlEstherlindhellages?

Weltanllinderstandlthe[Bages'TFesponse
accordinglltolltheirltimes.IWhenlthey
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lived,lhewlvorkslverelbtilllbeinglhdded
tolITanach,llandlEstherllwaslasking[lthe
Sagesﬂhatl}erﬂscrolI,DasDNeII,BshouIdl])e
includedlinthelBible.DOurllSageslhad
theirlbwnlyardstick[Forlwhatlkhouldlbr
shouldlhotlbelincludedinltheBible.lAs
theyllaid{Megilall 4a) [Manylprophets
arosellinllisrael,ltwicellasmanylaslthe
numberlofllewslwholleftllEgypt.Oyet,
propheciesll  neededl]  forll  future
generationsllwerellincluded,landlthose
notll neededll werell excluded."ll The
argumentlbetweenlEstherlhndlthe[Sages
was:[slbrlsthotlthelbontentlbiMegilat
Estherllelevantllofuturelgenerations?

AccordinglfolburlSagesl{whoselvisdom
wasll basedl onll pastll experience),l the
Purimlstoryllcouldlnotlbellclassifedlas
"neededl] forll futurell generations",
becausell untill Haman'sl appearance,
therellwaslnollprecedentlofllgenocide.
Hence,|}he|]3urimﬂstoryﬂseemed&o[beﬂa
onellimelkventlhuchlthattholbnelkould
everlimaginelltlrecurring [itlslruelthat
thellewishlpeoplelhadlbrevioslylknow
trialsl andl tribulations,l forll example
EisavllandlLavan,lorllPar'ollinlEgypt,
wholldecreed,[I'Everylboylwhollis[born
mustlbellcastlintolthelNile"(Sh'mot
1:22).[AfterlkhatlltherellwasdAmalek[in
thelHesert,(hndlhlhelbtherlbnemieslbf
Israellfromlthelperiodlbflthelludgeslhnd
thelKings.lvetlbuchlhn['insane"[Hecree
aslthislbne, I'tolHestroy,olktay,hndlto
causelltolperish,lallllews,lbothlyoung
andlold,Oittlelchildrenlnddwomen,lin
oneDday"D(EstherD3: 1 3),|:|the|:|Jews|:|0f
MordechaillandlE sther'sldaylhadlhever
known.[IThe[Rabbi'slbasedlbnltheirlpast
experience,[viewedlkhislzenocidallblot
aslhnlbxtraordinary,[bneltimelbventlihat

wouldll neverll repeatll itself.]l They
thereforell concluded(] thatll thell Bible
shouldl notl includel suchl alltransient
event.ll Forlltheml it waslall prophecy
irrelevantllolfuturelgenerations.

Esther,DbyDcontrast,DwasDoneDofﬂthe
sevenlprophetesseslwholbrophesiedlio
Israelll Megilalll 4).[Prophecyllsthotlthe
productllofllpastlexperience.Rather, it
lookslforward, [kranscendingllthelllimits
ofll timell andll place.ll Estherll inll her
prophecyllookedtowardslthelfuturelbf
thellewishPeople,thndlwithlherlku'ach
hakodesh[Ispirituallholyllintuition]lkhe
knewlthatllthelPurimlstorylwaslnot[la
oneltimellevent,Jbutl rather,l onellthat
unfortunatelyll andl tragicallyll would
repeatltsel flmanyllimesthroughoutlthe
futurelhistoryllofllthell Jewishl People.
Throughlherlbrophecylbhelknewlthatlh
prolongedlandlbitterllexilefawaitedlthe
Jewish[Peoplelinlthellesert[bflhations,
anlkxilelWhoselbndltouldlhotlbeldeenlbn
thelhorizon.[tvaslhnlkxilelinwhichlihe
JewishllPeoplelwouldlfacellharshlland
terriblell trials. Theyll wouldll view
themselveslhslhlpersonltrowninglinlhn
endlesslkealbflkorrowlhndlin[besperate
needlbflhliifelkaft.

SuchlhlifelkaftIln[Esther'slviewIDvas
MegilatlEsther,Forlitltaughtlthellewish
Peoplell thatll evenl ifll Israelll in[l exile
reachedlallsituationJoflltotallannihilall
tion,lofllallHolocaust,landlevenliflihe
lightlbouldlhotlbelbeenlhtlthelbndlbflthe
darkltunnel,[bvenlthenltheylkhouldlhot
despair,lbecausellalldecreelcouldlsomell
timeslbeltransformedlbvernight.lndeed,
V'NAHAFOCHI[HUIjthelbverturninglbf
expectationsl [II Estherl] 9:1]0 wasll the
lessonlofllthedMegila,landllthroughout
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Jewishl historyll therell wasll neverll a
prophecyll soll neededll forll future
generationslhshatlbflMegilat(Esther, o
inspirellhopellforlallbetterllfuture.IThe
Rabbisll ultimatelyll concededl] and
acceptedlherlview,[hndMegilatlEsther
waslincludedlinlihe[Bible.

The[Puah/Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology in' Accordance with Halacha

DollOvariesl | Produce
Eggsldr[DevelopIEggs?

WelvillCcontinuelour[discussion[of[the
exciting/technologylofldvarian(transplant
inCwhich[part[of anbvarylis temoved
from[onewoman [and[grafted to(themon ]
functioning[Jovary( lofl Janother[ 'woman.
Some/ltecent(teportsihave shown[success
with[this(procedure(that/has/tesultedlin
pregnancies/and live Births.

Welhavelseen thehalachicldiscussionlas
tolwho(c¢an[belconsidered(the motherlin
suchlal ¢ase, the donorlor(thetecipient?
Whilelthere[arehalachicarguments to
support/theposition(that/the recipientlis
themotherl(it(is[difficult(tfo(reachld[¢lear
decision(in(this/area.

However, new [tesearchcan(shed light(on
this(question.

Itfhas(long(beenlaccepted that(theldvary
contains(all[the[cells[that[Will(ever [grow
and[ developl into[ maturel eggs.[ Thusl it
canl bel stated[ thatl the ovary[ does[hot
producel eggs butl rather[ develops[ and
matures existing/potential [€ggs.

New (tesearch[brings[this[into[question.
Alteam(in [Massachusettslimplanted bone
marrow![¢ells[into [mice[Wwith chemically
sterilizedlovaries.[ They[found that[these

dysfunctional[ovaries[actuallystarted(to
function] againl[] and[] ovulated.[] This
showed [that[old [ovaries[can(still [produce
eggslandthereforelit/couldbelpostulated
that( ithe “ovary[ 'does[not[‘only[ldevelop
eggs(butlinfact/canproduceleggs.

Later[Jal lteam[ lin[JShaghail lwent[ leven
further. [ They(found(that(there(are(certain
types(ofidellslinlthe(dvary(thatlarelable(fo
replenish[themselvesland[ ¢can[ bel grown
inlculture. Thesecells[dctsimilar [fo [Stem
cells(that[¢an(grow[to becomeldifferent
cellslinthebody.

TheChinesel team[ then[linjected[ these
cellsCintomice [ withsterilized Covaries
and[Jagain[found that ithey[started[to
function(Jand[Itol[lovulate.[ ] This[Iwent
further( ithan( the[ previously[ mentioned
researchl[sincel the[cells could[belised
fromlonemouse(to [@nother.

While(there (has(been(allotloflskepticism
and[questioning[oflthese papers, [dnd it[is
clear[thatwelare[ far[ from[anyl ¢linical
applicationJofl this[research, [still, [this
information[ is[ very[ interesting. [ It[ may
changel | ourl[] wholel] outlook[] on[J the
working[ ofl the ovary[and[ possibly[we
will[find[out[that[ the  ovary(teallyl does
createleggs.

Iflthislis[true(then the fransplanted (ovary
may/ lcontinuel to[ producel eggslinl the
recipient's body.[ IThesel leggs(land[ lany
subsequent(children [will Cdefinitely[Tbe
considered hersand aremot[connected(to
theldonor.

This[] lends[1 weight[] to[] the[] halachic
position(thattherecipientlis[the mother.

However there are other halachic problems with
this treatment and we will discuss these next week.
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FROMBADBAD
TORUSHWAIT:.

Ed.[hote:[The[Purimb74 | Tksue CofLdhe[DU's

Jewish[Action[darriedCdn[dpdated[Burim Cstory[By
YaffalGanz.[She [(Has[done [sbme[flrtherdpdating
since.[BeginningCvith CPurim [CKatan CthisCiveek),
Torah[Tidbitslidlplease [td [pFesent YaffalQanz's...

From[Badbad[tb[Kushwait

AlQontemporary[Purim Shga

aslréportedby[chroniclerFfaya[Zang
©[Yhaffal@anz[IH90

Idunno st [dbn 't khow. You'd[think that [dfter
23650ears[3he StoryCvouldChe CoverLdiready.
Finished, Ldld[Hat, [deadds[dldoornailldndutterly
boring. Lllthean, Chow [Ibng[Cdan [the [dame [story
keep[Bappening, LdverLdndLdverLdgain, Cdvenlih
updatedersions? Yet[Here [R[B3 [dgainLih [dllds
goryldndlglory.[Although (e 're stilllid [the [chiddle
and[dot[ykt[dt [the [ehd, (e (khow[dflcburse that
the[éndWillCBe Ldood. [AfterLdll, Lvhatever [ GIdl
orchestratesLih[dur[darthly (dorld [ [good (T But
untillve [rbach [the st Lact LoffTthe [play, (Hold [ybur
breath.[Things[chin[gkt(Bumpy[dlong[the [way. [But
tolgktlohWith olirltdle...

ACTIONE: ANOILY[PLOT

Achashdinejad[A.[Husseini,[Glorious[Ruler
of(Shuran, (ffom[Badbad [t [Kushwait, [Was
the[dew[donqueror[df[dld[Persialdnd[He
waslgktting[skinnier[ahd[ahgrier, [dhy (b [dhy.
He [Bhd [nb [dil [tb [fy [his [fbod, o ft[tb fded
his[deese,[do[grease[folshineBis[duns[dr
lubricate[Bis[Ibvely[lanes[dnd[thnks.[The
wondrous[Wells[df[Kushwait[Had[ckased[tb
flow.

"There[dmust[beanexplanation!"[he
shouted.[MThings ke [this[don't [ust[Happen
to[happen!sCit[the Cbzone? CAcid[(fain?
Radioactivity?[Allah khows [Wehhve[nb[slich
things (Bere[ih [Kushwait.[Bven[dur[goison
gas [k [Rept[ih[Qir[tight[dontainers,[dealed

with[the[skal[df[the [Holy MWakf, [tb [Be [used
onlyin(ddireCdemergencies[Jagainst[lthe
enemies[df{Slam.[I3[there[ndo[dne[HereWho
can[kxplainCWhat[Thas[Chappened[to Cbur
wells?[Noldne[WhoU[dan [tell[the (Why [that
delightful [sbund[df[Black, Bubbling[dil [is[do
longer [Swooshing[through [thy [Ringdom? [Tf
the[Ikforeals[Werelstill[dround,Mld[dccuse
them[dfldoisoning[the [ells,[But[notlaldne
of CthemUs[left[hfter Cbur[ast[klean[up
campaign.[Who [élse[k[2here for(ne[to

blame?"

Hamin[(Houmaini[Bin[Malek, [BirstCAdvisor
and[Ibyalldounselor[tb[theKing,[shoke[up.
"|Chave CheardCie[3aid [fhat[Eshtamir,[Ehe
Mysterious[Maidenin[the [(Holy [ City [ bf
Peacelih[the[lland [df[Tforeal,[Rnowslvhy
the[bilChas[keased (ko [Cbubble.[But[Tho
stranger [can[speak [With [(Her. (13 [shid[that
her[ncleMultichailguardsHer Zealously.[T]
haveldven[Reard[it[said[that[dhe it Meiled
like[dur[Women, [although[that[chay [dnly [Be
hearsay."

"Multichai? (Do youleaniny LdldCénemy
Mortify? (IHow [l Cloathe CthatCman! [THis
memory [ [Blacker[than[theBHlackest[dil[ih
my[kingdom![Ah...[f[dnly Mlcbuld[abminister
some[true[Slamic[listice [tb [(Him! But[dow
that[He[i3[ih [the (Tand[dfT$foreal, (He[is[dut
ofFange [bfny[Fockets.[)oulkay[that
EshtamirCs[veiled? [ButCwhy? COnlyCbur
women[dreMeiled. (Bshtamirldoesn't[dven
live[ih[Badbad![Maybe [domeone ik Lthixing
her [up With [ohy Wife Millnisht".

"Your[pkrevious[Wife, [sire.[Remember?[She's
deceased", [shid[Hamin ith[dignity.

"Ahlyks,[deceased.[May[shelrkst, [dothedin
glory."

"Amen,[dnd[hay [thy [Beloved [Wife[(Tzores
soon[test[With (her! (But[do[get[Dack [Ho
Eshtamir, CitCis C$aid (Rhat[the Civomen Cbf
IsforealJare[] exceedingly[] modest[]and
Eshtamir[] is[] very[] beautiful..] Perhaps
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Multi..er..Mortify Cwishes ko protect[her
from[dtrange[dyes.[But[{F[she[Ras[ihdeed
taken [the[vkil, [id[id [dnly [(Because [she (Rerself
has[chosen[tb[do[sb.[We[allkhow[that[the
women[] in(] the[d West[d are[] highly
independent.”

"Hmm...[Mortify [k [dlever,[But[do[dm T
will fihd[alWay [tb [gkt [nhy (Rands[dn [Eshtamir
and Glou, [hy [Rirst [Advisor, Wil [Essist[he.
Eshtamir Ok Codur Conly (hope. [(WithoutCdur
black[gold,[We[@re[Ibst! [AndldvenWith[it,
the[Cbresence [bf[theCbeautiful CEshtamir
couldCénhanceCiny Llife.[The [palace s[4
lonelier[place WithoutMillnisht.[Berhaps [We
coulddoHabitUofUeconvincing. CISurely
Eshtamir [Would[dot[defuse[the[delights[df
Shuran.[And[dven[iflsheldid, [e[Haveldur
means[and[Cinethods.[(Nothing[Cérude Cike
terrorists, [inind You, (but[A [BitCof[dentle
hostaging.[People[Ho [(find[themselves[in
unexpected [places[ahd[situationsnbwadays.
It's[Al[dommon[dccurrence, dike [datching[d
cold.[ThisWould, [dfldourse, [He [allégitimate
exercise[Jin[self[1defense,[designed[Ito
guarantee[the[dontinuation Laf[dur[Divine
right[tb [rhile[the [Bast,[cbntrollthe [West[ahd
man [the [diil pimps[dflithe World."

"Impossible,[Sire!" Cpiped CinClthe Clminor
advisor[Hebrona.[I'Now[that[they[have
returnedtb[theirind,[the[G[dldfTiforeal
haspromised ko[ protect[ MutichailChnd
Eshtamir[ahd[their[pkoplefdreverahdleber.
ItLdoesn't[Pay [to [hess[dround Wvith [Him.
Hamin's[devered[dncestor[(Haman [dried [it
oncelandIbokWhere[i[kd[Him [Tkkraight
uplaltiee!"

"Butlve[Bave[do[Hrees[ih[Kushwait,[only
cactuses”,[dreplied(Jthe [IKing.[1"Besides,
Haman[wasOmuchOtoolerude.[IWe've
learned|althing[dr[tivo[since[then.[Gdldnly
protects[the[ldforeals[iflthey lobeyHis[rliles,
andCwe [hlICknow[how[ax[khey[have
become.Their[G[dli3[dalled [Bchad IDne,
yet[they[dan[Barely[find[tkn[then[tb[dgree

tol[pray[tbgether[ih[dne[doom.[They'relso
fractured[that[it's[@Alrhiracle[they[dven[ise
the[kame[bus[bystem.[AlICthe[Bons[bf
Arobber,[However, [Are[united[throughthe
spirit[df(Slam.[{Y es [Yes, MTldnow[dAbout[the
slight( differences [ of Copinion[Ibetween
HamsalAnd[(Hezba[And[problemsLin[the
county [bf[Lozleban.t[ds[dnCdinfortunate
exception[tbldur(uhited Slamiclrlile.)

"As[IWas[Haying,[dhe[Tsforeals[dre[dbso[]
lutely ] contemptuous] [ always[] self]
righteously[klaimingChow[brecious[their
people[dredothem.[Well,[Wve're[Bemites
too, [dren'tlWve? [it's[dll[dne Fhmily. [So[How
can[they[dit[Back[dndWatch[durLdhildren
starvelahd[siiffer, [deprived[dfltheir [tbys[ahd
Mercedes, [durWomen[shorn[dfltheir[Gucci
gowns, [dur[SoldiersTinguishing[fbr [Thck [df
arms[ahd[dther[idnocent,[simpleHardware?
SendCbut[AHax[to[fhe [ Central (Bhuk Cbf
ArobbiaTand Cwe'llCJget[(Ja[dmacrominyan
together[id [nb [time."

"Almhacrominyan?”

"Yes[I[H[thacrominyan! (The[Isforeals[pray
with [tkn.[We'll[do [them[dne [Hetter.We'll
praywith[ten[thousand! I ThisCis[an
emergency, [dolybulunderstand? MiWeldon't
getlthat[dil[gbing, We'llldse[dur(place[id the
desert[siin.

"Let[ohelthink... [Thave[the[perfectldozen[tb
start! [(The[tWins [Mvreckahd Mourun[ite
two.[Theltriplets(MITTzoridan,[Alergicaldnd
Sianide [Thhake [five.[And We'll Bring[the [Best
of Cour[Cheighbors[(ITTKadoffel Cbf[Fibbia,
Mubankes[{notldnymore[lldd.) [df[Gyppe,
Lozlebenkthe [Unfortunate, [ M'tournit[of
Tonis,[And[df[dourselthe[Biggest[dndthe
dumbest[(dand[uhfortunatelythelrichest...) [
Sheroodialdf[Saudia,[Zth [dflthe (37 [sbns[df
Arob.[Now[that's aIfdmily for ybu!"

"That's[chlytén."

"Ten?Twolandlthreelandfive[thake...[tkn?
Of[dourse, [ten.[IWill (Be[the [dleventh,[dr
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rather,[the flrst. LAnd ou, (Hamin, Lvill (Be
the[dwelfth![That's[An[dven[dozen, [Hight?
Thend we'lll] roundd upd another
ninelthousand, [dine[hundred[And[].. (Tkt's
see...[elghty six[flom [the [Mosques."

"Youlnked[tWo[morelforténthousand,[sir."

"No[groblem[We'll[get [tvo [chore [ahd [We'll
have[d[dhass[hinyan, (Aeld[Gh [ents[ih [dhe
midst[dflArobbia. [Nlow[gkt[gbing[drMi[ske
that[you're[butCbn[CHry[CdceOnCBiberia.
Speaking[f[Siberia, [det[Rold[df[Gorbona.
Or[[it[Retunialdow?[TheyKeep[dhanging
leadersCbut[there.[There's[Absolutely[ho
stability [dut[West.[GorbonalWon[the[Nlobel
Peace[Prize[h[Hew[Hecades[back[which
makes[himCtheCperfectCéleventh HorCiny
minyan.[(What[dighteous [dod[doulddefuse
to[hnswer[the[Cprayers[bfCA[(vorldwide
Peacenik?[And[ustfbrigbod[measure,lidvite
whoever[ik[dn[duty[Gh[lozleben.[They're
having[alhhrdtimethere.Tetleveryonelske
how[Kind [ahd [cherciful laim. [It's [al[Beautiful
plan, [iflThy [sb [chyself."

"WhereWilllthe [minyan[bk?"

"In[Makah, [dflcburse.[Makah[Was[always[the
Slamites' [Abliest[clty [uhtil (Al [Kuds, [the Holy
City Lof[Peace, [Won [theHitle[d (few[Years
back.[Butlnow [that[the[$foreals[ale [mhaking
itLdifficult [fo [Hold [hassive [protests [1[Br-...
prayers [[&n [the Memple Mount, Makah [Will
have[tb[do. [I#'s [alpity.[The[shnitary[Hcilities
and[the[3atellite[CtonnectionsChre[Cmuch
better[id[3foreal, But[x[Sheroodialahd[téll
him[tb[gktlthelplace[id[shapeahd [We'll fly [id
twoldr[three[hillion[daveners[do[dnswer
Amen.

tolbklcbntinued...

ParshaPiXx
explanations

A Yes,[Weldreldlthonthldarly[With [this
week's[Ibullets[1ThamantashenCor
oznei[Baman, lfiyou[Prefer, [(But[dot
really.[This (Briday [ahd [Shabbat[Would
have [Been [Burim[fl(this [ykarHad [dnly
one[Adar.[$o[naybe[have[A[little
hamantash [fbr [dessert[this[Shabbat[tb
mark[Purim Katan.

A ThelsedralBeginsWith[the[dommand
to[dount[the[people.[The[dbacuslik
forldeeping[tally...

A halflshekel [ coinl represents[] (only
represents [Tt [i3n't(THE Half[shekel)
theSilver (halflshekel [Ahat vas [dsed
for[lthelcbunt.

A TheHaucet[3tandsHor[the [vashing
basin[dnd[#he[kohein's[tequirement
to[Wash [Hands[and[feet[Hefore[doing
servicelid[the[Mikdash.[Note[thelcbld
and[Hot[fucets.[MheMempledhstitute
inOerusalemOsOn[theCprocessbf
making[d[dew[KIYORHor[theldext
Beit[(HaMikdash.[MNot[dthodel, [thind
you,[ but[h[VesselCthat[can[Jand
hopefully, il (be [lised [y [kohanim
beforel[their[daily[Avoda.[Bart[df[the
newl] design[] includesl] water
temperature[] regulators] sol] the
kohanim [Will (Have [domfortable [ater
for[their[uke.

A Mortar[&[Pestle, Lised[HoLgrindfhe
spices[Jor[the[Incense L{K'TORET)
and[the[special[ahointing[dil

A Bottle[bfCblive[bil(For[that[kame
SHEMENHAMISHCHA
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& Theld twol fellows [ checking[] the
blueprints[lrepresent[1Betzalel[Jand
Aholiav, (he [(dwo [dhiefCdraftsmenlih
charge [ bf[ the[tonstruction[bf[ the
Mishkan

& FinallyCdompleting[the [fopics[dfLthe
first[Aliya[df(Ki[Tisa, e hhve [Shabbat
candles, [rkpresenting[therkminder[df
thelcbmmandltb [kkep[the[Shabbat

A Therelid[ah[edited Mersion[df[Davka's
Golden[Qalflglaphic

& AndBhother[Davkalgraphic[dfMoshe
holding[the[MuchotHigh(berhaps[jlist
beforelhle[smashed[them[ahd/or[upon
hisCteturn[(do[the[people with[the
second [phir)

A Thelbhtchetlchn[be[thatWhich[Moshe
used[tb[destroy[the[Higel,[drtheltbol
used o [fulfill (the [dommands[dt[dhe
end[bf( the[kedra[to[Hestroy[ the
Avodal¥araldn[the[Land [ bf[dsrael
uponldurlehtrylahdlcbnquest

A There[id[alslab[df[mheattbgether With
an[ide[cream[plop[ih [alftying[pan [dver
alkamping[ktove.[This,[bfL tourse,
stands[] for[] theld prohibition[] of
MEAT [IN MILK. 04 [Ki Misa, (dld[ehting
cooked [mixtures[that[id[prohibited.

A Thelwelder's[nhask [mhight Bl [the [mhost
appropriate[hethod[df[dhielding[the
peopleflom[Moshe's[rhdiance

A Thel[quillldnd[feather (demind Chis[df
the Cdommand CofCG Mo [Moshe o
write[(dhe[Written[Torah Cdown [(for

thelpeople

A Matzalid[thatza, [As[ih [@lrkiteration [df
thecbmmand[tb [eht[nhatzaldn[Pesach

A TheldarWith[theldold[darring[defers
tolthelstalling[thctic[df[Aharon[Which
resultedlid[the [Golden[Qalf

A Thederaser[dstands[for[1Moshe's
powerful L3tatement[ 1o LG [d: [ K[ You
don'tlfbrgive[the[People[thenldrase
me[ftom [the[BookWhichMoulWrote.
As[i3[Well ldnown, His[dame[does[dot
appear[ih[Rarshat[T'tzaveh [l Ekarting
from[Ki[Tisa[Where[Moshelmhadelthat
statement, LG [d[Feluctantly[(so[ ko
speak)] "complied"] byl removing
Moshe'sLhame[drom[the[last[3edra
possible,M'tzaveh.

A ThelBlacklgbbletwas[uked(tblglvelthe
people[the[Golden[Calf[otionLthat
Moshelprepared[ftom[the [rkmains[df
the[ldestroyed [ calf.It[dcan[also
representL Kiddush, Chs[part[ bf[ the
Shabbat[Imorning[]Kiddush[comes
from [Ki[Tisa [IM'SHAM'RU.

A Butlthat[i$n't[deally[it. (Mook [Egain &kt
the[poblet.[1t[dsCA[famous[bptical
illusion.[Bocus[dn[the[White[dn[either
side[dflthe[stem[dflthe [gbblet[(tather
than[dn [the[Black[goblet[itself)[dnd
youlWill [ske[to [fAce[tb[fcelprofiles,
asOinOJ PANIMO ELCI PANIM, O the
descriptionl] ofl] theld direct
communication[lbetween L1G[d[ 1and
Moshe[Rabeinu.

A Atlthe[Bottom [df[the[RarshaPix[$[d
rare[] S'fardit[Ashkenazic[] Visual
TTriddle.[TheKEY [3[the [KI, &k [ih [KI
SEESAW, [ilyou[fbllow[the [KEY [With
the [SEESAWV [Below [T [KI[TISA, [{f
youlbllow[the (KEY Livith Cdhe LEILAI
flightldumber.

A Upperlrght[3[d[TargeM[and[d[Thrge
CClrkpresenting[the (HigINIUNL(=50
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as[] doesl] NUN)O inJ the[d word
NOTZEIR,Within [the[Jortion Ldf[the
I 3[Midot[bf[HaShem,[And[&[Targe
REISHCC=200+REISH) [ the Word
ACHEIR,@s[Gh[BIL[ACHER, [@nother
god.[Some[shy[that[the Idrge [REISH[{
toldmphasize[theldifference [Hetween
thislWord, [that[rkfers[tb[idolatry,[ahd
the[Word[ECHAD [ih[thefirst[gasuk
of Likthe [LISH'MA, Ciwhich, LofClcourse
emphasizes[]  GId's[] uniqueness.
ECHAD Uis[CwrittenCwith[CaCllarge
DALET.[REISHRhd[IDALET [esemble
eachldther.

& And[3d[douple[df[Unexplaineds[dhat
areMisual (T Triddles[tb [dhallenge[You
asDvell[dsYour [family [dnd[Shabbat
guests.[INo[fair[f[You[have[3lI[the
answers [[TH[id?

Maharalldn(the[Sedra
Which(Book?

Sh'mot[32:32[TAnd[dow, Beartheir
sin![Dtherwise, [fleaseldrase[the[ffom
Yourbbokfthat MouMirote.

Rashi:[Moshel[it[gleading[do[Mashem
toHorgive[His[people.NIfLYoulbear
theirlsin,[then[good,I[dm[dot[dsking
Youltdlelase[me. [Butliflnbt, [elasenhe.”
Thislidahabbreviatedlverse, [dckinglthe
consequencel[ df[dhe[first[dlause,[dnd
there[dreldnany Uike[ik.CIFrom[Your
book"[mheansthelehtire[Tlorah,[sblthat
itCdot[Be[Haid[dfthe [dhat[MWas[dot
worthy Cknough[to[keek Cinercy [ for
them.

Gur[Arye:[Mosheldan'tlihtend[Hhat
"Your[Book"[theans[the[Book[Moshe
himselflivrote, for [dhe[final (Book Lof
that[Torah[Would[dot[BeWvritten [By
Moshefor[hnotherorty[years.[ By
saying[] "which] Youll wrote",[ the
possibility[#hat[#he [(book ik [#he[five
books[df[(Moshe[it[dlearly[dliminated.
What[Rashilckferstd hkreidlthe Torah
which [k [dhe (Law L of[Fire Lrom [His
right[Hand"[JD'varim[33:2],[described
by[Rashilds[(blackfire[dn[White[fire".
This[isCthe[TorahthatCwasCthe
blueprintLdor[Lreation.[ThisLis[the
Torah[ftom [Which[Moshe [akked[tb[Be
erased.

ThisWiewik[dot[dongruentWvith[the
view [df[dur[shges[[Rosh[HaShana[ll6b]
that[this[derse[tefers[to[the[three
Books[df[[ife. "Erase mhe" [rkfers[tb[the
book[dfldvildoers,MfromYourBook"
to[the[[lbook[lof[lin (Betweens,[and
"whichMoulWrote"[rkfers[tb [the [Hook
of[the[dighteous.Just[ds[the World[i}
reflected by [alslipernal, [spiritual [ckpre[]
sentation,[nan's[Heeds[Are[Similarly
representedlim[the[Higher[spheres.[Do
not[thinkthat[Clwhen[alldeed[is
completed, [ Hor[good [ brLévil, HtLho
longerLéxists. ItsLdpiritual Cpicture" [
permanently[tecordedin[this[book.
Moshe[dsks[ o[ e érased[from[this
book[if[He [fails [tb [ghin [Atonement [fbr
hisCpeople.[dThisUis [the [IBook Lof
Universe,[dlso[ldnown [as [the[Book[df
the[History[df[Man.

CGZMWI}’I IJrJreparea'DJy [k)}‘ . D,Mﬁdlle Dkulll‘
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L RINDDLES,

Lastfidsue’s (T'TZAVEH)MTriddles:

[1] Theltluctantlprophet's
lower[rightldestination

Thelrkluctant[drophet[id [YONA, [Who
attempted [tb[flkelrdther[thanpFophesy
tolthe[pgeople[df[Minveildslihstructed
to[By [G[d [His[glan [das[tb [travel [(By
shipd tod TARSHISH,[J butl] a
Gldlcbntrolled[3torm[prevented[the
ship[ftom[gbinglahywhere[uhti MONA
was[tbssed[dverboard.[{(IThere's[thore
to[dhe[dtory[Mldee[the[Book(let) Lof
Yonaldbrfurther[details.)[(The[fburth
and[Jowest[ Fow [ bf[ ktones[bn[the
Choshen,[the[bleastplatelofthe [Kohen
Gadol,[tonsistedLbf[ the (TARSHISH,
SHOHAM,O and[J the[d YOSH'FEI
Assuming[that[the[stones[Were[placed
right[td [éft, [the Marshish Would[be[the
lower[right[lstone, LasUiwellChs[Cthe
namesake[] of(L] YONA's] intended
destination.LJFY1,[Claccording[lto[Rav
Aryeh[Kaplan [Z'Iih [The Miving[Torah,
the[TARSHISH [Was[dither[alyellowish
stonel(perhaps[thelcblor[dflpureldlive
oil) [chlled[chrysolite[(Alsolchlled[dlivine
and peridot) 1 Mor[Jallbluelgleen

aquamarine.

[2][ALchinyan [dflfiremen, Ldispatchers,
EMTs[ahd[phramedics[id [NlewMork

Somelaf[NewYork'sJewish[firemen,
nay [ Ifirefighters[{politicallyCtorrect
term), [dispatchers, [emergency[thedical
technicians[and[Paramedics[Belong[tb
the[INERCTAMID [Society, [dfraternal
organization.[INER[TAMID [ik[d[derm

introducedCin[Parshat[T"tzaveh.[We
finddt[Chlsodn[ParshatCEmor.[OThe
eternal (flameLdnC$hulsC{Ner[Tamid)
derives[ftom[theMenoralahd/or[ftom
the[flame[df[the[Mizbei'ach [that[Was
notlpkrmitted[tdleVerbklektinguished.

[3] Fromechezkeil[HaNavi
to[Shimon[HaTzadik

Yechezkeil Was[d[prophet[dnd[Rohen
whoUllivedbefore[Jand[afterClthe
destruction[bf[(theHirst[(Beit[HaMik[]
dash.[Shimon[MHaTzadik[Was[d[Tanna
and[kohen[gadol[Who[derved[ih[the
second[Beit[HaMikdash.So [far, [that[id
justl] informational,[] because[] the
TTriddleis referring[] to[]Rechov
Yechezkeil[1 and[d Rechovd Shimon
HaTzadik[id [the[Shmuel[HaNavilatealof
Jerusalem.[WhenMechezkeil [idtersects
Rechov83hmuel (HaNavi, [¥[durves[to
the[rightUand UstraightensLoutUto
become[Rechove[Bhimon[HaTzadik.
Thelcurved[phrtldfithe[street[Between
Yechezkeil CAnd[Shimon[HaTzadik s
called[Rechov[Pituchei[@hotam, Which
is[A[#erm foundGh [(Parshat[T'tzaveh
referringCko[the[engravinglLlon[khe
Shoham [stones[dn[thelshoulder[straps
oflthe[Bifod[and[dn[the[12[stones[df
the[JChoshen.[Literally, [litCImeans
engravingldn [alsignet[{(ting).Mhe(piece
of) CtreetUisChctuallyChamed Hor (R
Yitzchak [PitucheiCLChotam[Rosenthal
(hisfEther[Was(alrépairer[dflsignetslahd
seals),[4[] 9th[dentury[Teader[bfldhe
Ashkenazilcbmmunity[id Jérusalem[ahd
onelJof[itsCrepresentatives [ to[the
authorities[offtheltime.

[4] St.[Louisfbotballlplayers
werelihthe[ROTC
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ThelNFLtéam[id [St. Mbuisidlthe[Rams.
ROTCIidlthe [Reserve[Officers[Mraining
Corpsldor[the[S[aFmy).IhIsrael,[the
reserves[Jare[d calledCI MILU'IM.O In
T'tzavehwel[find[Feference[ ko [CEIL
HAMILU'IM.Mhecdm [ofdilu'im.

[5]CA[Fersonlshould[Beldccustom [to
say, [Allthat[G[dldoes[id[fbr[thelgbod.
Middleldfleimerald?

ThefirstCrowOofCstones Clon Cthe
Choshen[donsisted[df[ODEM,[BITDA,
and[BAREKET.Many[sburces[ttanslate
PITDAGk[theldmerald.[Thefburlrbws
of[(the[(Choshen's[$tones[Are[talled
TURIM.OTheOFourOTurimOisCthe
precursor[dflthe[Shulchan[Aruch,[the
four[3ections[bfkachAre, CORECH
CHAYIM,O YOREH[ DEI'A, [0 EVEN
HAIEZER,[And[CHOSHEN [MISHPAT.
With [BITDALh[the [mhiddle[dflthe [first
TUR, [the[nhiddle[df[the[emerald[Would
belthe(middleldflthe[ORECHGHAYIM
section [df[Shulchan[Aruch.[And[that's
wherelthe[Triddle Went[dfflthe[ttack.
For[domeldeason,[the[Ralachal[df[the

Correction:

LastClweek[Cdwelwrotethat[lthe
RIMONIMI(pompoms) [at[the [blottom
of[dhe [(ME'IL L{alternating[With[gold
bells) Were[madeithWoollahd[lihen.
That[id[notlcbrrect.[They[Were[nhade
with [three[different[dolored[threads
of Lvool LI chelet, [ Argaman,[hnd
Shanil{blue,[burple,[ Fed[br[klose
enough)..dThegarments[that[1did
contain[lihen, [id aHdition [tb Mool [ilk.
thelghrments[that[Were[Shaatnez, [ale
the[EIFOD,[AHOSHEN, [ahd[AIVNEIT.

TTriddle[k[(from[dhe[énd[df[dection
230Lbf[LOrech[Chayim.[Thatlvould
have[worked[had[there[ been[ 460
sections.[But[there[dre[897 [dections,
making[3ection[349dhe[iddle[bne.
And[With[Bslifim, [thethird[dnelid[the
exact[ihiddle[df[the[dmerald.[Solthe
TTriddle[should[Bave[dsked[if[this[ik
the[thiddle[df[the[dmerald:[ALgerson
may [pick[Chp[anLobbjectlin[ALpublic
domain[(without[ah[Biruv)ahd[hand[id
tolalpkrson nkext[td (him, ahd bk kb [the
next[person,ktc.Ceven[though[the
objectlénds[up[Being[thoved[d[great
distance...[(there'slmdore),ahd[sbmeone
forbids[it. [Sorry,[MeHotch @AM Triddle
oncelidalwhile.

[6] ThreeUnexplaineds
from[the[ParshaPix

UpperlrightLéornerds[A[3pread[but
hand,[theldistance[ftom[theltip [df[the
thumb [tb [the[tip [oF[the [pinky [id(chlled a]
SPAN.Ih[Hebrew, [ZERET Lgwhich ik
also[the[hamedor[the[pinky).[The
ZERETUnCthe[Pix[isCimeasuring[h
square.[IThe[JChoshen[was[lwoven
material (With [the (112 [gemstones[skt[ih
goldlskttings, [that[(When [fblded[ih [Half
(asDvas[the[Wvay [it [Was[Worn[By [the
Kohein[Gadol) [(fbrmed[d[dquarelthat
measured [ A[ZERET [by [A[ZERET.CA
ZERET, By [the Way, (5 [BalfLdn[AMA,
making [d[ZERET[dbout[25cm [{about
10").

Notel[also[that[the[BarshaPix[dontains
several[Jdominoes, [ lwhich[are rec]
tangles[that[Are[double[$quares[{i.e.
twicelatIdnglatMide), [the [shapeldfithe
unfoldedi@hoshen.
Next[do[the[golden[{incense,ihner)
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Mizbei'ach,Cis(dthe Clemblem Clof[Cthe
HAREL[BRIGADE, [("h [deserve[Brigade
of[(the[Israel[Defense[Forces,[ foday
part[dflthe[Morthern[Command.[1t[i3
bestLknown[hs[bne[ bf[ the[Hriving
forcesduringUthelsraeliClwarCof
independence."l] Theldl HARIELO is
mentioned|[id [the [hhftara [ofT'tzaveh [ab
the[] altar[Bearth[d (partl] of(J the
Mizbei'ach).

The[bther[Cemblem, o[ the eftCbf
Murex[Trunculus,[kHor[the ity [bf
ARIEL, [the [nhme[also [cbmingftom [the
haftaraldnd[deeming[do[defer [doLthe
same[df[similar [fart[df(the [Mizbei'ach
aslthe[HAREL.

K1 TISA Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Sin for the Ages

Context: Rooted at the base of Sinai,
the Israelites grow restive as they wait
for Moshe to descend from the
mountain's summit. Turning to Aharon,
they demand, "Rise up, make for us gods
who will go before us, for Moshe  this
man who brought us out of the land of
Egypt we do not know what has
become of him!"

Aharon responds by instructing the
people to contribute gold, which he
fashions into a molten calf. He then
proclaims, "A festival for the Lord
tomorrow!"

Rising early the next morning, people
bring offerings and celebrate with food,
drink and revelry.

Even before Moshe descends from the

mountain, God informs him of the sin of
the golden calf and threatens the nation
with immediate extinction, only relent
ing after Moshe's impassioned pleas.

The perpetrators of the sin are punished
and the rest of the nation earns
forgiveness through repentance. The sin
of the golden calf remains, however,
according to rabbinic thought, a seminal
transgression that continues to affect
the Jewish people in countless ways
across the centuries.

Questions: No event within Jewish
history is more puzzling or more
frightening than the chet ha'egel.

How could the people who experienced
the Exodus from Egypt, the parting of the
Reed Sea, the defeat of Amalek, the gift
of the manna and the powerful
Revelation at Mount Sinai fail so
completely in the very shadow of that
mountain?

Forty days earlier, against the dramatic
backdrop of God's manifestation at Sinai,
the  Israelites heard the clear
commandment against idol worship.
How could they now, at the first sign of
difficulty, create and deify a golden calf?

In a different vein, the rabbis maintain
that the sin of the golden calf reverber
ates across the ages, affecting each era
of Jewish history. And vyet, the chet
ha'egel seems irrelevant to our lives an
ancient event rooted in idolatrous
practices distant from our experience.
What possible eternal message might be
contained in what the rabbis clearly
perceive to be a formative, instructive
tragedy?

Approaches:

A. In spite of the apparent disconnect
between the chet ha'egel and the

backdrop against which it occurs, initial
sources do view and identify this sin as
an outright case of idol worship.

"By worshiping the calf, the Israelites
clearly indicated their acceptance of
idolatry", the Talmud proclaims, mirror
ing a position which finds even earlier
voice in a passage of Tehillim: "They
exchanged their glory for the image of a
bull that feeds on grass." Similar
opinions are found in the Midrash, as
well.

A powerfully insightful approach to the
behavior of the Israelites at the foot of
Sinai can be gleaned from the writings of
the Rambam. In his Guide to the
Perplexed, this great scholar develops the
principle that human behavior does not
change abruptly and that a people
cannot journey immediately from one
extreme to the other: "It is not in man's
nature to be reared in slavery... and then
'wash his hands' and suddenly be able to
fight the descendants of giants [the
inhabitants of the land of Canaan].”

The Rambam goes on to explain that the
full transformation of the Israelites
eventually requires a forty year period of
wandering and "schooling” in the
wilderness a period during which they
acquire the traits necessary for
successful nationhood.

Abrupt events, no matter how mirac
ulous and awe inspiring, do not carry the
power to make fundamental changes to
human nature. True behavioral change is
gradual. In spite of all they had seen and
experienced, the Israelites standing at
the foot of Sinai were unable to make the
leap beyond their idolatrous origins.
Battered by the fearful forces
surrounding  them, bewildered by
Moshe's apparent disappearance, they
return to the comfort of the familiar

and create an idol of gold.

B. In stark contrast to those who view
the actions of the Israelites at Sinai as
classically idolatrous, numerous scholars
offer radically different approaches to the
chetha'egel.

Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, for example,
maintains that the Israelites are actually
motivated by a desire to worship God
effectively. Reared among religions that
make extensive use of physical images,
the Israelites feel unable to approach
their God in the absence of a tangible
symbol towards which to focus their
devotion. The people fully expect that
Moshe, with his descent from Mount
Sinai, will bring such a symbol: the
Tablets of Testimony (inscribed with the
Ten Declarations). When they conclude
that Moshe has failed to return with the
tablets, the Israelites turn to Aharon and
demand a substitute.

Rabbi Yehuda Halevi goes on to explain
that the nation's transgression lies not in
their fundamental intent or assump
tions, but in their methods. Symbols are
certainly critical to Judaism, as can be
seen from the extensive use of symbolic
ritual in the building and operation of
the Mishkan. Only symbols that flow
from God's law, however, are acceptable.
The Israelites have no right to devise and
create their own mechanism through
which to approach God. Their sin can be
compared, says Rabbi Yehuda Halevi, to
an individual who enters a doctor's
dispensary and prescribes drugs thereby
killing the patients who would have been
saved had they been given the proper
dosage by the doctor himself.

Numerous later authorities follow in the
footsteps of Rabbi Yehuda Halevi's
interpretation, some with attribution and
some without.



In his work the Beis Halevi, Rabbi Yosef
Dov Halevi Soloveitchik offers a slightly
variant approach. The Israelites know
that the ritual service will be performed
by a specific individual, Aharon, and will
be conducted in a specific location, the
Mishkan. They therefore believe that they
have the right to create their own
"Tabernacle" as they see fit. They fail to
realize, however, that each detail of the
Sanctuary is purposeful, filled with
divinely ordained mystery and meaning.

Other commentaries, including the
Ramban, Ibn Ezra and Rabbi Shimshon
Raphael Hirsch, focus on the wording of
the Israelites’ demand of Aharon: "Rise
up, make for us gods who will go before
us, for Moshe this man who brought us
out of the land of Egypt we do not know
what has become of him!"

The Israelites, they say, are not
attempting to replace God. They are,
instead, attempting to replace Moshe.
Deeply frightened by Moshe's apparent
disappearance (their fear exaggerated,
the rabbis say, by an error they make in
computing the days of Moshe's absence),
the people feel unable to approach God
without the benefit of the only leader
they have known. They therefore demand
of Aharon that he create a new "leader".

The sin of the Israelites, says Hirsch, lies
in the "erroneous idea that man can
make, may make, must make a 'Moses'
for himself..." The grave error in their
thinking is their belief that in order to
bridge the unimaginable chasm between
man and the Divine, an intermediary is
required. This suggestion is diametrically
opposed to the fundamental Jewish
belief in man's ability to forge his own
direct and personal relationship with
God. ¥

[Parsine [Pelnts Ge Ponder
Suggestedlahswers

[)[The[Dhr[HaChayim[dnswers[that
G[Duked[thislphrase [tWiceltb [cbunter
anyone[Who[dnay [have[fhought[#hat
theselrliles[absociated [With [the [proper
way [t [dount[geople[dnly [dpplied[to
thelgknerationlid [the[desertWho[Were
deservingloflplinishmentbkcauseoffthe
sinLoflthelgolden[dalf.[The[depeated
wordslemphasizelthat[thisappliestd all
situationswhen [pkoplelatelcbunted.

2) [Mhe®lilMakar[téaches[that,[through
these[Words,[G[D [Was[delling[Moshe
why [He[chose[Betzalel [fbr[the[rble [df
building[] the[ Mishkan.[] His[I name
indicates[] that[Jhe[dwas[JINLJTHE
SHADOW!I[OF[G[D(BITZELIKEIL),[
level [df[spiritual [cbnnection wWhich[Was
required [do[beltheldrchitect[df[the
Mishkan[Which[Would[skrve[ak[cbnduit
for G[D's[Presencelto[Befelt[By [the

Jewishlpkople.

3) [Daat[Zekainim [MiBaalei[(HaTosfot
explain[thatCiwhen CJG D Clseemingly
granted[Moshe's[dequest[ih Merse[ 14,
HelwWas[shying[that[Moshe[Will [Be[able
tolfdelHis[presence butnbtltheréstlaf
the[people.[Mosheldid[dot[akceptlthis
and[tequested [ thatLG[D[énable[the
entire[dation [to [feel [(His[presence,[d
plealwhich[G[Datceptslidivbrse V.

OWLS

BirdsLofLprey...[There[dre[dpprox.[200
extant[kpecies.[ Most[hre[kolitary[hnd
nocturnal Cith(3ome[Céxceptions...Chunt
mostly [shmall[chammals, [ihsects, [ahd [dther
birds...[alféw[species[specialize [ih [(Hunting

fish...[fbund[ih [all [degions [df[Barth[except
Antarctica,[thost[df[Greenland[dnd[Some
remote[iblands...[2 [fhmilies: [dypical Cdwls,
and[thebhrnldwils...

Excerpted Mith [pkrmissionfdom
Gold[Bromlthe[lland[df{I3rael
ANew[ghtlohtheWeekly Morah Portion
From [the Writings [of
Rabbi[Abraham [daac[HaKohen Kook

by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison

URIMPUBLICATIONS, Jlem INY
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Wisdomlfor(the Wise
Adapted[flom[Qrot[HaKodeshvbl.[Tph.[86—67

When[dppointing[Betzalel[And[bther
craftsmen (o [donstruct (dhe [Mishkan,
God[Heclared,[¥In[theCheart[Cbf[All
wise[hlearted, (Il have[placedvisdom”
(Sh'mot[31:6).[Why[dhould[GodLlgdive
wisdom (Mo [the [Wise [Tt [ [the [fbols
wholnked it

Alderson[WhoWishes[tb[ihcrease[His
physical [dtrength LWillCLdot[dchieveHis
goal by [ldeveloping[his[lintellectual
powers.[Hle[deeds[tb[doncentrate[dn
building[Llip[his[Lbody, LWwith[physical
exercise,[healthy[food,[hnd[broper
sleep.

But[the[bpposite[ tan[Also[beltrue.
When[ve[3trengthen[the[body, e
enable[the[mind ko[ Feach[its[Full
potential. [This[ik[dature’s[dule [df[IA
healthy[mind[id alhkalthy bbdy.”

Beyond[the[dbjective [df[strengthening
thellintellectChnd[Cbroadening[one’s
knowledgellis[ah[even (highergbal:[the
pursuitCbf[Hivine[nspiration[{ru'ach
hakodesh)[ahd[prophecy.Thelrklation ]
ship[Between [the[Body[dnd[thelrhind

parallelsCJthe[relationship[Llbetween
“naturalJ wisdom”[] (the[J arts[Jand
sciences)[] and[] “divinelylenanated
wisdom.” [We[nhay [akpire[tb[prophetic
enlightenment, [ButWelthust[first[gain
proficiencyid[the hhturalls¢iences.

Rambam[] mentions[] this[] requisite
intellectual [pleparationfdrprophecylid
the[Mishneh[Torah,[Yesodei[(HaTorah
7:1...

Prophecy[i$[dnly [(Bestowed [th [dlshge
whols[great[in[Wisdom,[bf[$trong
character...[And[he[dnust[possessLdn
extremely[lexpansive[land[Jaccurate
worldview.

Weldeed[tbldxpand[dll[dflthelhind’s
intellectuallchpabilities [id [drder [t fulfill
thelrlile [ofCh [hkalthy [nind [id [aThkalthy
body”Lon[A[3piritualTevel.[Then[dn
enrichedpropheticUinspiration Clwill
emergel] within[] theld broadened
framework[Lof[3[penetrating, Lénlight[]
ened[mind.



