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Sh'kalimlisaZachor(foo

This[Shabbat[Wel[dead[Rarshat[B'kudeilih[the[flrst[Torah[a@nd[them[Rarshat
Sh'kalim[id [the [stcond[Torah.Thelrkading [off [the [mhaftir idlabout [the [mhitzva [of
MACHATZITHASHEKEL, the[silver [hhlf(shekel [that[Was [t [Ble [cbllected[ehch
year[id[the[month[of[Adar.

Thelnhitzvaldf(Machatzit[HaShekellid[attive [during[the [time [dfthe [Beit[HaMik L]
dash; [ (3 [dot[[TAnd[dannot[ITBe [filfilled [tbday. [Th [fhct, hen Was[gives[the
token[(three) [hhlf(shekellcbin(s) before Megilalrbading[dn [the [elve [af Plrim, [hle
should[shy [ZEICHER[I'MACHATZIT [HASHEKL, [ile.[dommemorative [df[the
mitzvaldflthehhlf(shekel.[Dnelshould[belchreful [NIOT [tb [shy[that[he[id[glving
Machatzit[HaShekel [lhkcause hedNOT.

What[we [bhve[sb [fdr [d[TVWO [cbmmemorations [df[the [mhitzva [[ihe [rbading [of
Maftir [(hnd[the [Hlaftara) [dn[Shabbat[Barshat[Sh'kalim [And[the[giving[df[Half
shekels[(brhhlfldollars, [hhlf[ftancs, [ekc.) [Hefore Megilalrkading. [Somel[glve [the
value[df[the[driginal lsilver [(Half[shekel [@vhich e [reported[disewhere[ih [this
issueiSlclose[tb [4DNIS[thislykar [Idue td [the [rise[id [the [pFice [ofsilver).

It[Ebllows [that[iflWe[ale[dommemorating[sbmething, [then [What[Weldo [should
remind[us[df(the[nhitzvalahd[thore[ilnportantly,[dflthe [doncepts[ahdrkasons
forlthemitzva.

Before[We[get[ihto[that, H&t's[shy [al[féw W ords[about[the [timing [df[Sh'kalim.
Primarily, [Based[dn[the[dpening[mhishnalih [Masechet[Sh'kalim, id[Was[dn[Rosh

the Jewish People

Chodesh[Adar[that[ahnouncements[Were[mhadel[ih [all Jéwish [dommunities[ih “e
the[lhnd[df(ISraeltb [plrepare(td [glve[the [silver[hhlflshekel, Idter[id [the [mhonth.
Thistas[placticalfid [arder [td blild Alcbmmunal find cont. en page 4 WOl'd E)f [ﬂle U“OIlﬂl Rosh[@hodesh[Bdar[Sheni[i3[Sundayahd
Monday, [Machar Mom [Rlishonyom[Sheni...
Jerusalem[Shabbatlid/outltimesfdr P'kudeilSh'kalim WX 0P I T I IR WTR UKA
320 3pm16:2 § 6pm (secelphgeOHirGiherinanim) :M2i0Y X2 93 Hy1 by K37 1w 023

Checked[ahd[dbublelchecked fbrPhrshat[PlkudeilSh'kalim [m'vorchim [(Erev[R"Ch)
The[molad [id[dn [Friday [night, [Zlchalakim lafter [midnight[( 1:39pmO8T), 1:9 /1 5

Since[that's[Before el daven[dn[Shabbat[morning, [dhe [holad LWvill (have
occurred,Blence 77°917 NI%T IR 0PN TYAW ,N2W P77 11277 7290




Candles P'KUDEI Havdala
5:03pm Yerushalayim 6:16pm
5:21pm S'derot 6:19pm
5:19pm Gush[Btzion 6:17pm
5:19pm Raanana 6:18pm
5:19pm Beit[Shemesh*RBS 6:17pm
5:19pm Netanya 6:18pm
5:20pm Rehovot 6:18pm
5:18pm Be'er[Sheva (&[hie) 6:18pm
5:19m  Modi'ineCHashmona'im  6:17pm
5:03pm Petach[Tikva 6:18pm
5:03pm  Maale[Adumim  6:l6pm
5:18m  Ginot[Shomron  6:|7pm
5:18pm Gush[Shiloh 6:16pm
5:19pm K4[&Hevron 6:17pm
5:18pm Giv'at[Ze'ev 6:16pm
5:21pm YadBinyamin 6:18pm
5:21pm Ashkelon 6:19pm
5:06pm Tzfat 6:15pm
5:19m  Zichron¥aakov  6:17pm

next [wkek

5:08 /(6221
5:26 (716024
5:24[[16322
5:25 /16123
5:24 (718122
5:25 716923
5:25 /16123
5:23 16123
5:24[116122
5:08 /16123
5:08 716121
5:24[[16122
5:23 1611
5:24 116322
5:3 71601
5:25 716923
5:26 716124
5:12 (716120
5:24[116122

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[MP'KUDEIIT&S5 | pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
26 AdarA 5 AdarB ¢ Mar 211

Earliesti Talit] &1 T*ilin00000005:1605:05am
Sunrisell00000000000000000000000006:0605:56am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'maiii0i008:5818:52am
(MageniAvraham:08:2218:16am)

SofiZ'mani Tilal0000000009:5609:51am
(MageniAvraham:19:2619:21am)

Chatzotimunmumnmi11:51%011:49%am
(halachicinoon)

Minchal Gedolaninonooonn12:22012:20pm
(earliest’Mincha)
PlagiMinchannoooooooooooonoon4:2504:30pm

Sunsetl(00000000000000005:4205:48pm
(basedionll sealllevel:0 5:3705:43pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfMT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palm[xkrsion,Morah [Tidbits
Audio mp3files...[ahd[more!

Some[bhvelmanyséeds;lakhers?

Thelphlindromelaiong(the @

Aharon[ahd(sbns(ake[5l (Why([&?

31 idays/early

Ephraim Cohendisplayed his(talent at’the
intersectionlof Keren'HaYesod and Shalom[Aleichem

g& Ourlpictureldflthings[depends[fdr
the[most[phrtloh [Qurflame[afnind.

From{'A[CandlebyDay"byRabbiBhragaBilverstein

AlCandlelbyDay@ThelAntidote®ThelNorldbfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein

Nowlavailablelat[054[2090200

The original silver half shekel weighed approx.
10 grams. Current price of silver is $33 per Troy
ounce which is 31.1grams. At 3.65w/$, the
half shekel is worth almost 40

‘Don’ticountyourichickens
beforetheyhatch"
obviouslyidoesnotlapply

Did'Nathaniel's father ever|belt hislson?
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

for[uke [id [the [Beit[HaMikdash [ftom[the
beginningLof[ Nisan, [dhe[Start[df[dhe
Temple'sifibcallchlendar.

CommunalCofferings Livere[purchased
from[dhe[Balflshekel (fund [lthe [ daily
T'MIDIM[ahd[the[MUSAF[Korbanot, [ak
wellak[mhany[dther[cbmmunal [Mikdash
needs.

This[ct[dn[ids[dwn, [glves[the [mhitzvalal
powerful [ignificance Lof[Jewish (Wnity
andldquallsharinglih [the[dommunity's
offerings.[And[that, [ih [tlirn, [gives[ds[al
powerful [KAVANA[fbr[dur[rkading[df
Parshat[Sh'kalim,[dhe[donversation[dt
lunchLon[3habbat, [ the[feelings[vhen
giving[the [koken [halflshekel[Cbefore
Megila.

Which[brings[lis[ to[Anotherlissue.
Aside[ffom [the[thatch [ih [time[df[ylear
oflthe[ahnouncements[df[Sh'kalim [ahd
ourlteading[ df[the[Parsha,[ therelis
anotherLkignificantL tonnection.[ Not
only[ik[Parshat[3h'kalim Cdead[dt[Hhe
beginning[df[Adar, [Hut[it[i$ [doticeably
read[Before[Burim [IIBmphasis[dn[the
Purim.[In[MegilatCEsther, Cweffind
Haman [dffering[the [Ring[d[Handsome
contribution [tb [his [tteasury, [fl[Achash []
veirosh [Will[give [permission [tb[Haman
to[dll[the[idsignificant, [disunitednhtion
scatteredlamonghis[I27 [pFovinces.[He
offers[ID,000silver tdlents, Mhich [ehual
300,000 3ilver [$hekelsLhich Céquals
600,000 [halflshekels.[LBINGO![That's
significant.[Because[dur[Shekels, [sb [tb
speak, [Jprecede[JHaman's.[IWe, [lthe
JewishUPeople,[lsymbolized [by[the
number[800,000,[dre[dommanded[to

givelthelshme[siim[tb[theMikdashlehch
year[that[Haman[Was Willing[tb [phy fbr

ourldkstruction.

Ponder[kthis[ktoday [when[wel[Fead
Parshat[$h'kalim,[As[3eriously [As[ve
would[And[WillCponderlitLwhen [ive
actually fLlfill the [chitzva[df(the[Silver
half(shekel.

This[is[part[dfiwhy[dur[Shges[perpetul]
ated[dhe[itzval{inLdommemorative,
reminder [form)between [bur[being
ableltd@ttually [perform it

In[dther[Words, [the[Half[shekel[thitzva
isLtemporarilyLlsuspended, Lbut[lthe
concepts[dnd[dhoughts[dnd[hessages
arel(drlshould[bk)alivelahd [Wellfid [dur

time.

Parshat[1Zachor s CdnChnother Ckwo
weeks, [But[Sh'kalim[id [nlo Méss[alzhchor
(spelledWith[Albwercase [z[Hecauselit
isnbt[the fllfillmentaflalnitzvallikethe
Amalek[ZACHOR,blit...)

Here's[dnother[thought[{o[$hare[4t
your[Shabbatlthble...[the [shlt[you[Put
onlybur[HaMotzilid[rkminiscent[dflthe
saltlthat[Was[putldn[allkbrbanotlid [the
Beit[(HaMikdash.[All(Horbanot[MTHom[]
munaldnd[Pgersonal[dnd[Private.[And
thatlshlt[Was[purchased[ftom [the[Half[]
shekel(Hund.CAnLindividual livho [ivas
bringing[idlown [Qhatat[@in[dffering) [dr
celebrating[With QIMODAI[dra[SH'LAL]
MIM,Was[dot[dn[His[dwn.[BveryJew
wholphrticipated idMachatzitHaShekel
had[@[iny [Partialthe [Salt[df[dvery[]
one's[Rorbanot.[Bor[ls, [the[Whole[i}
greater [than [the [sim [of itk [phrts.
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P'KKUDEI s¢ats

23rd (o (54 [sddras; [T] th [od [T] Gl (SH'mot
Written [oh (158 (Tihes [id[alTdrah, [rdnk: [4] st
20 [Prshiot; [8Topen, (13 [clbsed

92 [psukim [TiAnks [4Dth [(T0th)

1182 Lwbrds (ks [42nd [(3th)

4432 Mekters (ks [th T10th)

P'kudei [isTalsHort [sddra [wlth [sHorter [tHan
average [psukim [{does [ndt [gd [hdnd [il[hand;
many [sHort [sddras (have [lohg [pkukim)

MITZVOT

Contains [nbne [ol[tHe [Taryag

One Lod(tHe [17 [sddras [inlltHe [Trah [without
mitzvot. (There [ate [two [odher [miitzva [eds [sddras [l
Sh'mot [(Sh'mot [ahd [V3'eira). (Tatal [far [tHe [Rbok
of (SB'mot [isI 11 | [{thanks [td [Mishpatim's (53
mitzvot). (The (Bbok Lol [SH'mot [aderages [ID [miitzvot
per[sddra, [which [isIcTbsest [td[tHe (Tdrah's [alerage
of (135 Lumitzvot [pér [sddra. [Cdmpare [td [tHe [adher
averages: [(Wyikra[24.7, [Dlvarim (13, [Bhmidbar
with just [oVer [STmitzvot [pdr [sddra, [add [Rreishit
with (25 [mitzvot/sedra.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y{Z)][And (]S> [X:Y [(Z)] Lhdicate
startUofa Cparsha[Cp’tuchalor s’ tuma
respectively. [X:Y [is[Perek:PasukCbf[the
beginning[dflthe [phrsha; [(¥)[id[the [number
oflpIsukimid [the [phrsha.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [II3B:2 | [39:1

[S> 38:2103)] Thelsedrallbegins
withlhnlhccountingbflthellnaterials
collectedl forl wusell inl the
constructionll ofll thell Mishkan, 0 its
furnishings,0 and thel garmentsl of
thelKohanim.

SDTY: Welare taught! from|ithel fact that
Moshell Rabeinull gavell all voluntary
accountinglofithe materials, (thatlaperson
inlthelpositionloflc¢ollectinglmonies [for(the
community lmust(conduct himselflinsuchla
wayl] that() hel) will[l always[] bel] above
suspicion. ] Even] ifl] thel] individualll is
completelytrustworthy, Dhellshouldtake
measures | tol] avoid] thell possibility] of
appearinglimproper.

Wellearn|similarly from(thelépisodelof!the
twoland|ahalf fribes(thatlonelmust(behave
inlsuchlalwaythathewilllbellclean|before
GldIAND!Israel".

The1Talmud tellsusthatthe family Cof
KohanimthatTwasinUchargeDof com[
pounding| the Ketoret| \(incense)  did not
allowlits\Womenl to use perfume, lest(they
belsuspected of taking! from[ thel sacred
ingredients] of! | thel| Ketoret.[| Similarly,
bakers|oflthe Lechem!HaPanimdidnotldat
finelbread, solthat nolonelshould even get
anlidealthattheywereltakingthelspecial
Sflourlof'the Mikdash|for their own use.

SDT: /nlithelopeningpasuklofithe sedra,
we!find|the word Mishkan twicelinlarow!1]
...HaMishkan, OMishkan O HaEidut.[|Rashi
says thatl thisUisanl allusion! tol thel two
Bateil Mikdash. Chatam! Sofer udds! that
thelHEI of thefirst Mishkanis Ymissing"
from[thesecond.[Thisalludesto[thel 5
special items [ missingl inl thel second| Beit

OUlsraellCenterrTb46 05 O Pkudeillsh'kalimm'vorchim]5771

HaMikdash(ithe!ARON, the Holy [Fire, {the
Divinel[Presence, [the Holy[Spirit,Land[the
UrimV'Tumim.

Rashilteaches| us[thatl thel descriptionl of
thel IMishkanUlasUEIDUT, [ lal1Testimony,
attests|tothelfuct that\Gld had forgiven|us
for(thelSinloflthe(Golden[Calf.[Thislis[so
becauselthel SH'CHINA restedamonglis,
inltheMishkan.

Thell workll ofll assemblingll and
dismantlingltheOMishkanOthroughl
outlthelyearsfofllwanderinglinlthe
WildernesswasltheldomainUoflthe
tribel ofll Levi,0 underl thel superl
visionlandlleadershiplofllitamarQb.
Aharon[HaKohen.

ThelchieflartisansOofthedMishkan,
thelT orahlremindslus,areBetzalel
oflly ehudalhnd[AholiavibflDan.

[S> 38:2409)] ThelTorahldnext
detailslthelhmountsloflizold, kilver,
andlcopperlwhichlwerelcollected
forl thell Mishkanl and0 itsd vessels.
ThelTorahlhlsolistshellisesbflthe
differentUmetals.0 ThenOthel Torah
mentionsltheldifferentdyedwools
(skyblue,Opurple,lreddMthelshades
offcolorfhreebatedIIk.g.kkyblue
MbutlatOwhatOtimelotlday?)dthat
werellusedlindtheOmakingloflithe
sacredll garmentsl ofll thel Kohen
Gadol, and0 for0 thel clothsO that
coveredlandlprotected)thelbacred
itemslofllthedMishkanOduringlthe
travelinglfromlplaceltolplacelinlthe
Midbar.

SDTY: ThelBaallHaTurim| hotes|that!the
Mishkan\wassupportedlonlalfoundationof
1001silverTADANIM. [Sotoolarelour daily
livesUas[Jews [ lsupported by 1100 Isilver

foundation|blockslthe 100(BrachotWwhich
welstrivelfoveciteléverylday.

Remember,[that[the[sliver as[ftom[al
required,fixed (Honation;the[bther
materialswere[bpen".

Levi([[3kcond[Aliya
20[pIsukim II3H:2 2

[P> 39:204)] ThislUAliyallcontains
alldetailedldescriptionlotlithelEifod
andll thell Choshenl ofll thel Kohen
Gadol.Bothlwerellwovenlfromhe
samellkindloflweavelandOtheltwo
werelhttachedlfirmlyltoleachlother
whenlwvorn.

[S> 39:6002)] Twolonyxlstones
(AvneillShoham)Owerelattachedlto
thelshoulderlstrapsOoflthelEifod.
Thell namesO ofll thel 120 tribes
(actually,0 it wasl thell 120 sonsl of
Yaakov)l werell engravedl onl the
stones,bixbnlEachlktone.

Howl[ltheOnamesOwereldividedlis
thelsubjectloflldisputedamonglour
variouslsources.0Anotherllopinion
isOthatOthedemblemsOofOtheltribes
werelbngravedbnlthelbtonesthlong
sidethelhames.Rambamlkayslthat
YosefllwaslwrittenOasOY'HOSEF(a
spellingll thatlappearslin T'hilim),
resultingll in all symmetricall 25
lettersbnlkachlbtone.

[P> 39:8[0{14)] OnlthedChoshen,
thed500lettersdoflthednamesOwere
supplementedlby220ettersloflthe
namesloflAvraham,0Yitzchak,Oand
Yaakov,0JandOtheOdwordsOSHIVTEI
Y'SHURUN.[Thisbroughtiheltotal
numberl offl lettersd tol 72,
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correspondingltoltheISHEIMOHAN
M'FORASH.0Thelarrangementdof
nameslhndOetterslkesultedlinblper
stone.lInfadditionOtoOthelfabriclof
thesell twol garments,0 thered were
goldUOsettingsOforthelstones,0gold
ringsll andl chainsl for( attaching
Choshenl&[Eifod.

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
| | [plsukim [139:22[32

[P> 39:220 (5)] Thell ME'IL
(differentlopinionsl M cloak,Ocape,
poncholikelgarment)dwasOwoven
completelyl ofl T"CHEILETOwool.
Its necklholell wasl reinforcedl to
preventlearing.

Observation:[This[is[the[skcond[time
that[4he[Torah[émphasizes[the[pro[]
hibition Lof[ltearing[lthe LIME'ILJ(or
allowing[it[to [Be[torn).[(None[dflthe
garments[may[be[torn;precautions
werel[thken[to[dvoid[tearing. [Yet[the
Torah[presents[ the[fule[$pecifically
with the[ME'IL.

ThelhemDofltheMME'ILOwasringed
withOalternatinglbellsOofligolddand
pompomsl ofll coloredd wools.
AccordingltolRambam,hereBwvere
720bellslinfall, I360in0Othelfrontdand
360nkhelback.

RambanlsaysOthatOtheObellsOwere
embeddedOwithindtheDRIMONIM.
MostOothercommentariesOsay[that
thel bells alternatedd withl the
RIMONIM.

The[huthor[bf[HaK’tav[ V’HaKabala
offers[d [Beautiful Léxplanation[bf[he
bellsLof[the [ ME'IL: (I Thelprecept[do

placeBells...[3[sImilar [tb[the [chitzvaldf
tzitzitLdn[durldarments.h[the[Thtter
case,[skeing[the[ftinges... [cbminds [uk [of
alllthelgrecepts[dflthe[Torah,[Eds[ger
Bamidbar[15:39.[0h[(dhe[[former[dase,
hearing[the[Bells[rkminded[the [Mohein
Gadol[df[dllI[the[Pgrecepts.[Because[df
hisCklevated[ktatus,[hnd[the[Imany
obligations Which[He [Was[dequired[to
fulfill,Che Cas[grantedCAnCadditional
reminder [[[¥ia [His[sknse[df[(Hearing.[Th
thislWay, [the[sbund[df[the [Bells[ak[the
edgelofhis[rbbe Mouldlatouse hisimind
and[heart[the[Awareness[bf[ before
Whom[hle [Wore[the[priestly[ghrments,
and[Who[tommanded[him[fo[vear
them.[Thus,ChisCnind[CAnd [thoughts
would[Be [fiilly[dccupiedih[the [skrvice
ofltheSlipremel[Kling.”

[S> 39:27003)] TheIKUTONET,[
longlkleeved,Ofloordengthlgarment
waslwovenlofllwhitellinen.0Some
saylthatOthelOsleevesOwereOwoven
togetherl withl thel bodyl ofll the
garment,0 ratherl thanl made
separatelylhndthenbewnlbn.

AlllKohanimOworelalKUTONET.
EachlhadlitOcustom[itted,Osincelit
islforbiddenltoldoIAVODAIlinOthe
Mikdashliflthellgarmentlwasleither
twollonglorltoolUshort...Oorlfrayed
orlboiled.

AlturbanbfllinenOwasbwornbylkhe
Kohenll Gadolll in0 onel style,0 to
accommodateltheTZITZ.0Regular
Kohanim0Oworeltheirl turbanlinOa
different$tyle.

Thelbeltd orlsash,0 AVNEIT,0was
wovenl froml thel threel colors of
woolll andl froml linen.0 It0 was
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unusuallyllong32IAMOT,hpprox.
150 meters,0 aboutl 500 feet)d and
thereforell neededl toll bell wound
aroundl thel kohein'sl waist many
times.[{SomelkaylthatltheIAVNEIT
waslwornlabovelthelOwaist.)0The
windingll producedl all prominent
bulgelaroundlhisOwaistOwhichlOhe
feltDwheneverOhisOhandsOwerelat
hislkides.Thislkervedbshltonstant
reminderl tol thell Koheinl ofl]l the
seriousnessloflltheldservicelinlthe
BeitlHaMikdash.ITheAVNEITOwas
Shaatnez, asll werel thell Choshen
and[Eifod.

Therelareldifferentlopinionsas(to
whetherOthelregularDkohenOwore
anIAVNEITbflpurelinenlorloflthe
samelmixedlweaveloflithelKohein
Gadol'sIAVNEIT.

[S> 39:300002)] NextOcomeslthe
TZITZ,0 ak.a.0 NEZERO HAKOIl
DESH, madel ofll purel goldl and
fastenedl aroundl thell KG'sll head
withll ribbonsl ofll T'cheiletl wool.
Thell TZITZO wasll embossedl with
thel wordsl KODESHO TO
HASHEM.[TherelaredmanyQdifferQ
entlopinionslasftodhowlthelwords
werelformedfrom[thelgoldUoflthe
Tzitz,0 andd in0 whatl order0 and
orientationlrelativeltoleachlother.
ThelTZITZOwaslikelhkoyalltrown
forthelKoheinldGadol,Oyetlitdwas
alsollneantlfolhumblethim@Ereatly.

[S> 39:320d1)] Thus,alllthelwork
oflthelpartsbfltheMishkanlhndlhe
garmentsloflfthedKohanimlcamelto
anlend.l(All0thatOremainedlwaslto
putleverythingltogetherlandlinlits
rightlplace.)

SDPTY: Talmud Yerushalmilhotes(that(the
phrase,'as GldThadl¢ommanded Moshe"
appears| 118 timesin[|P'kudei. 1 Corres!]
pondingly, "we havel 118 brachotlin our
weekday Amidal {the tonnection between
Servicelinlthe[ Mikdash"and Daveninglis
obvious, lorishouldbe). Thus says Sh'muel
b.[1Nachmanilin[]thell namel] ofl ] Rabbi
Yochanan. [ ThisLdoes notlinclude thel first
timelthelphraselislused: [And Betzalel...did
alllthe Gld hadlcommanded(Moshe. There
areldifferences[between!thelcontext of the
phrasewith[ Betzalel and[ contexts[of all
thelotherluses|of the phraselthatjustifylits
notlbeing( countedl together with[thelrest.
Onlthelotherhand, lour Amidaldoeshavela
19thUbracha, [sothe)"extra"phrasellis
covered.[Itlislinteresting[tolhotel thatl for
eachllof Ithe\different ] things[that!Ithe
brachotlof'thelAmida areldassociatedWith,
therelarell8litems AND a1 9th[onelthat
can'belcountedbut(is|allittle|different|from
the[rest.[1This(imatchesour[continued
referenceto Sh'moneh[Esreil éven(though
therelarelnow!19brachotlin(theWweekday
Amida.

R'vi‘i [IEburth[Aliya
| I [plsukim [[139:33[43

[P> 39:330 (11)] Alll the
componentsl ofll thell Mishkan,0 its
vessels,DandOthelsacreddgarments
werelbroughtltodMoshelfollowing
thellcompletionloflthelworkbylthe
manyll menll andll womenll who
voluntarilyltontributedtheirltalents
todthedMishkan.OMoshellinspected
alllofthelworkOandlfounditftoldbe
consistentl with whatl GOdO had
commandedltobeldone.

Moshelblessedthelpeople:'Maylit
belGId'sOwillthatMHebwilllcauseHis
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Presencell toll settledl uponl your
handiwork."QRashi)

ThellTorahlloncelbgainlenumerates
alll offl thel componentsl ofll the
Mishkan.l Andl repeatsl overll and
overll againl thatl thell Peoplel did
everythingll that GIdO hadll com
mandedMoshe.

Here'sLA[thought...[The[#mphasis
upon[thelpeopleldoinglak[dommanded
stands[id (hhrsh[cbntrast[tb[the[Golden
Calf,[Which Was[nbt[at [all What [G[dhhd
commanded.[Wel tan[$ee[4[tebuke
every [time[the[pbint[id[mhade [that, [his
time[Wellistened, (But[Whathhppened|(al
coupleldfimonthslago..."[(Tobklslire, id
isLkcomplimentary, Lthat[we [ ldid[hs
commanded,[But[Wel[dan[dIso[deeldn
impliedlcébuke.)

€hamishii[bth[Aliya
| 6 [p!sukim [[I4D0: | [Tl6

[P> 40:10(16)] GO instructs
Moshel toll erect thell MishkanO on
Roshl ChodeshlNissan.0 Afterlthe
structurell ofll thell Mishkan[l isl in
place,0 Moshel isl tol bringl in0 the
AronllandOhangltheDPAROCHET
whichlisOtoOseparatedtheOHolylof
HoliesOfromOtheOmainOpartloflithe
Mishkan.

Thenl thell Shulchanl andll Menora
werelputllintheirOplaces,followed
bylthelGoldenMizbei'ach.

Thell MASACHIO wasl thenl hung
from0thelpostsOatOthelentrancelto
theMishkan.

ThelCopperMizbeiachlwaslthen

placell inl frontl ofll thel Mishkan,
oppositeltslentrance.

ThelKIYORIhndQtsbaseBverelthen
placedlbetweenltheOMishkanland
theMizbei'ach,lightlylfolthelside.

ThelcourtyardlcurtainsOwerelthen
hunglfrombheirlposts.

FollowinglallOthis,dIMoshellwaslto
anointlalllthelcomponentsOotlthe
MishkanlandUOsanctifyllthem.0Then
theMizbei'achlhndltsbvesselsbvere
anointed,lhndthe@l_averhhsBwvell.

ThenlOthelKohanimOwerelbrought
forward.ll Afterl] properl ablutions,
theylwerelclothedlinOtheirsacred
garmentsthndnointed.

Note[that[Aharon's[3ons[Were[dlso
anointed.[Regular[kohanim[relhot;
they (ere[dxceptions.[t[davethem[d
status[bfL Kohen[[Gadol.[That's[hy
Elazar[And[dtamar[vere[hot[dble[do
tend[to [the[Bodies[dfltheir[Brothers
Nadav[dnd[Avihu,[dnd[dousinsdvere
called[in Clto Cleake Ceare ClofClthings.
Aharon's[sbns[deeded[tb[He[ahointed,
becauseltheyweren'tkbhanim by birth,
as[lopposed[ ko[ hlllJother[kohanim
throughout[all[generations.[(Pinchas[i3
the[dneldxception,[dnd[He[Was[gdiven
thelstatus[oflkbhein by [GQ[d)

Shishi [[8ixch[Aliya
| I [plsukim [LHD: 1 727

[S> 40:17003)] Andlitlcamelto
passlthatlbnhelirstiayb{lNissan,
in0thelseconddyearloutofIEgypt
(@lmost),0 thell Mishkanl was
completed.l InO thisl portion,l the
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TorahlspellsloutOthelstepbylstep
proceduresloflifinallylcarryinglout
thel commandsl offl Parshiyot
T'ruma,0T'tzaveh,ObeginningloflKi
Tisa,hllbflvayakhel.

Observation:[There[dre[many[tom[]
mentsLhade[dbout[the[fhctldhat[the
order[dflgartslAndfLirnishings[dfLthe
Mishkan[hre[HifferentCbetween[the
commands[ofParshat[M'rumah[ahd[the
construction[ih[Mayakhel. [Hook[at[the
order[in[the[&nd[bf[ P’kudei, vhich
descibes[the[Actual[Assembly[bf[ the
Mishkan. It(differs ftom[elther [pFevious
order.LAndLik[ik[d [ deasonable[drder
that[does[dot[dequireliracles.[{This
doesnbt[mean[thatlthereMerelnbne.)

ADANIMIO (foundations),0  wall
boards,[braceslforlkhelwalls,pillars
forlthelturtains.Coverings.

[S> 40:202)] Thenhed. UCHOT
gollintoltheDARON,Othelcarrying
poleslarellinsertedlintoltheirrings,
thellidd (KAPORET)DOisOplacedlon
thel ARONIO andl thell complete
ARONIs[placedlintoltheMishkan.
Whenl in position,l the
PAROCHETIO isl hungl between
whatlOnowllbecomesl thell Holyl of
HoliesO(withOtheDARON)UandOthe
restbfltheMishkan.

[S> 40:220 (2)] Thenll the
SHULCHANIsketOnlplacethndlthe
LECHEMIOHAPANIMlislplaceddon
itslkhelves.

[S> 40:240(2)] Thel MENORA
goesllindplacelnext,0oppositedthe
SHULCHAN.0 Thenl thel oill cups
arelplacedbnltheltopsbflthelbeven

branchesbfltheMenora.

[S> 40:260 (2)] Thell Golden
Mizbei’achl isll thenl setd in0 the
middleld offl thel KODESHO and
KETORET0sbfferedbnit.

Sh'VII{[I8kventh[Aliya
| | [plsukim [[140:28

[S> 40:280(2)] WithD that,O the
MASACHI0 wasll hungll acrossl the
entrancebfltheMMISKAN.Thenlthe
externalll(copper,learth,Osacrificial)
Mizbei’achll wasll putll inl place,
oppositell thell entrancell tol the
Mishkan,0 andd an0 OLAHO was
offeredlbnlt.

[S> 40:300 (3)] Thel LAVER
(KIYOR)O wasl setl betweenl the
Mishkanl andll Mizbei'ach,O andO it
waslilledOvithOvater.

[S> 40:3301)]0Finallylcamelthe
polesl andl curtainsl ofll thel courtl
yardd andO thell curtainl atl its
entrance.

[P> 40:340(5)]0 In0 thel finall 5
p'sukimUoflISh'mot,0theldTorahltells
usl thatd Moshell wasl notl ablel to
approachlthelMishkanlObecauselit
wasll"coveredlbylalCloud".0Only
whenlthelcloudllifteddwasOMoshe
ableltolapproach.0ThelCloudwas
alsolthatbwhichlignaledlthelpeople
toltravellorOtolremainlencamped.
ThellCloudlwasOtherelbyldayland
thelPillar0 ofl FireObyOnight.0 Thus
endslthedBookloflISh'mot,Owithlkhe
stagelket,koltolbpeak,forlVayikra,
ToratKohanim.

In[the[dourseldflthe [Book[df[Sh'mot,
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wel[started[dut[ak[al[family [that[Was[ih
Egypt, Ldnslaved[dnd[dppressedlthere.
Well grewllinto[] allnation,[d were
redeemed [flom [Egypt, [atcompanied [by
greatCIwonders[JandCImiracles.[1We
received(theTorah, ahd[sétlup[the tWo
main[aspects[dfldur[dationhood[IIthe
day [t [day [rliles[df[alTorah [Way [df[Tife
and[the[Building[dflthe[Mishkan[tb[He
thefdcusoflolir(spirituallehergies.

Gld'sCplan[Hor [lis (s Divell Cinderway.
Everything[ds[2here[éxcept[Hor (THE
venue [fbr[Jewish [life [dt[its[dichest[1]
Eretz[Yisrael.[Butlthree[Hooks[df[the
Chumashatelstillltdlcbme.

Maf€ir(id2hdTorah
6 [plsukim,[Sh'mot(30:1 I [I6

Maftir( for ParshatldSh'kalim0 deals
withll thel mitzvall ofl Machatzit
HaShekel,O thel halfl silverlkhekel
thatBwvasltollectedfroml[bverylhdult
Jewishlmalelkachlyear.OfThlwoman
wantedOtolgive,litDwaslaccepted
fromlher.0NotkoOwithOalhonew(
evenll onell wholl observesl thell 7
MitzvotbflB'neillNo'ach.

Althoughlthel/2[Shekellcollection
waslusedOforthelcensus,Oitsdmain
purposelwasltolprovidelfundsl(to
whichlhllJewsltontributedlEqually)
forlcommunallofferingslthoughout
thelyear.0ItlisOusefulltodseelthis
annualltaxfhsthmembershiplfeellin
KlallYisrael,koltolkpeak.[AllJews[D
richlbrlpoorlMhavelthelbkamelkhare
intheltommunalfund.

Haf¢aralll/[plsukim
Melachim BetIR: | (II7

(Sfaradim[start[Iplsukim ehrlier)

Theldegular [Haftara[df[B'kudeilit[gre]
empted[by [that[df[Sh'kalim.[Since[Rosh
Chodesh[i$[Sunday[(hnd [Monday),[the
Machar[(Chodesh[haftaraldvould[have
prelempted[theldegularHaftara, (Hut[it
too[id[pre[empted[By[Sh'kalim's.[Some
communities[{S'fardiland[#hose[Who
adopted[thelpractice[ffom[them)[rkad
theirstCAndast[pasuk Cbfl Machar
Chodesh[hfter [the[$h'kalim [haftara.
Ashkenazim[(ihost)[db Ibt.

SilverlisOalrecurringlthemelinOthe
Haftarall forll Shabbatll Sh'kalim.0 It
waslusedOforOrepairsdindthelBeit
HaMikdashl andll symbolizedl the
people'slreturnltolGdhfterlkevere
straying.

RabbilJulianOJacobsOz"l0inOhisO"A
HaftaralCompanion",Osuggests[ithe
following:* Allmessageloflbothlthe
sedrallandlthelhaftaralisOthatOjews
inll eachl generationd havell duties
towardsll thel upkeepl ofll the
Synagoguell andl otherll communal
causes.ll Apartl from[ thell practical
tinanciallbenefitsOthisObrings,0the
acceptancel ofll thisll responsibility
hasll contributedll toll thell inner
strengthl ofll thel Jewishll people
downlthelhges.”

Notell thatO thel firstd collectionl of
silverbwaslforthelfoundationlbflthe
Mikdash.itsOaterOfunctionwaslfor
repairlandlupkeep.OThislskrulylhn
equalizinglbommunalléndeavor.
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‘DivreitMenachem

Parshat/Pekudeilbringsus/fo[thelénd
ofl thel wery[longl narrativel describ(]
ing[thel[buildingl of( the Mishkan. As
welrecount/the/myriadlofl details, we
might[ recalll personal projects,[ the

intricatelaspectslof which/welturned
overlinlourminds/again/and/again.

Towards(thelendlof thelharrativelwe
arel] told:[] "Likel] everythingl] that
Hashem[commanded Moshe, soldid
Bneil] Yisraelll perform[] thel] labor
(AVODA). | Moshel]saw!] thel ] entire
work([Tand(behold!(1IThey hadldone
it[‘as Hashem! commanded;[ sol they
hadlldone![((KEIN[/ASU) [ /And Moshe
blessedthem"[(Sh'mot[39:42(43).

In[this[climactic[summary,thelivord

AVODA[] [T] that[] conjures[] up(] the

elevatedlservicelJof Jthe[ Kohanim[ 1]
replaces ' MELACHA, /the[generally

used/] description( | ofl | the[ ] work!( | of
building/the Mishkan. Aslif to(say, for

the[Jrank([land[file,[ Ithe[Imeticulous

tasks(ofl¢raftingthe(Tabernaclewere

alholylabor ofllove.

Thellterm[]KEIN[] ASU, [ givingllcrel]
denceltolthelexactitude withiwhich
theljpeople! fulfilled! their(Iduties, is
repeated( threel timeslin[ thel wverses
reaching( this(] climax.[] Surely[] the
Torah!] is[] teaching(] us(] that[] when
followers! arel as! energized[ as! their
leaders, andfulfill(their(tasks(for(the
sakel] of(| Heaven,[| theyl] not[] only
deservel that[ their[efforts atonel for
their[ sins( [after(the[ Ohr[HaChayim]
butlthey[lalsoThavel[lthe[ladditional
merit/oflelevating[the[Sh'chinalin(this
world.

VEBBEREBBE

[This_guestion[_appeared[in[this[column[seven
yearsagoland waspublished in(Living[the Halachic
Process,Vol.[1.[Based[onléxperience, [it appears
that(a[not(insignificant/percentage(of (people from
traditionallhomes, Who[@ssumed that, @stheyhad
albrit(milalsoltheyhad(d[pidyon(haben, @ssumed
incorrectly.[/Therefore, "lwe[JareIremindingJour
readershiplaf thelissuelathand.]

QUESTION: [ am[! myl] parents’

firstborn|son, and my father vecently told me
that my planned pidyon haben!(redeemingof
the \firstborn”\by1a I kohen) 'was'|delayed
because of my'illness and ' was never done.
(My_parents"were not| fully observant.) Is
there' something Ishoulddonow?

ANSWER: Sounds!like you fequire
alpidyonhaben,[as[the mitzvaldoes Mot
expire.[However, firstwehave(folfry fo
determineliflyouldefinitelytequirelit,
and(thenwelcan[discussowfo(dolitlih
thissituation.

First(itpaysfo[checkiflyourfather[was
rightlinplanningthepidyon haben. The
main(éxemptions[are(as follows:[€ither
oflyour[parents(is[the ¢hild [ofTalmale
kohenlor[levi;[ifTyour[imotherChada
miscarriage[prior[fo[your[birth;[GfTyou
wereBornlih[@Caesarian [delivery./Also
ascertain[fromyourfather [if, CafterCall
theselyears, Helis[surethat/thereWas Mo
pidyonThaben.[It[is[possiblethatthe
rabbi/kohenWwhoWwasfohaveldone the
pidyon(ldid["solin[lallquick, halachic
procedurel thatl your[ father[ imay[ have
forgotten,[while[he[remembers (the fact
that(the [partyWwas[¢anceled. Iftherelis
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uncertainty,[ get[ back[to[Ius, Jas[ iwe
cannot[] give[ ] onel] blanket[] rule(] in
advance.

AssumingthatClyoulIneedJalJpidyon
haben,lwellhave[Jto[ldeall with[Jan
interesting, [relevant[1dispute[lamong
halachic[] authorities.[] AD) father[J is
required fbredeem hisSon. However, if
hel fails[toldo[ so,[ the[ son[ becomes
obligated(toredeemhimselfloncelhelis
bar[ mitzvall(Kiddushin[]29a).[] The
question, [though, [is[Wwhether[only the
sonlisdbligated (at/that[pointior whether
thefather’s obligation[ temains. [1fl the
grown[son[does(thepidyonhaben,the
matter[is Certainly(taken(dare (of, butthe
differenceamong(the[opinions[is(inla
situation[Jwhere[Ithe[]father[lis[Inow
interested [in[doing 'the [(mitzva, Wwhich
wasdelayed for Whateverreason.

TheRashba{Shut(l,321)saysthatlas
theMmitzvaloflpidyonhaben[¢reatesia
monetary[lobligation[Jon[ the[ father’s
propertyl[]from[Ithe[Joutset, Ithere[lis
nothing[to[temovelthelobligation,and
thel father[ ] remains(] obligated.[] The
gemaralJ(ibid.)[(says[that[ifl lone[ has
enoughmoney to [tedeem only himself
or(his[son, helshouldtedeemhimself,
because [themitzvalthat(telates(directly
to(himselflhasprecedence. The[Rivash
(Shut[131)lnfers[from there[that[the
son’slobligationto[tedeem [himselflis
the[primarylobligation, [@nd the father’s
practicalltesponsibility[toltedeemhis
babylisduelonly(to the(factthatlalsmall
child[is[incapablebfl performingthe
pidyonThabenhimself.['When(thelc¢hild
growsp, (helalonelislobligated. Many
laterJ authorities[] have ] debated [ the
matter, and[itfis[difficult fo[saylthat/one

approach(] is[] morel] accepted(] or
acceptable(than(thel other[ (seePidyon
Haben K ’hilchato(1:(16)).

Welwouldlsuggestlas follows.[Asyou
know [your fatherBetterthan Wweldo, [fry
to[determine[if he 3vould vant[tolbe
involved(inthelpidyonhaben(ormot. Tf
youlthink[thatheWwouldn’t[mind, there
is[nolproblem[doinglit[yourself.[1fThe
wants[toldolit, therelis[dWay(foldevise
alsystem/whereby (the right[person [will
end up[ doing[ thel mitzva.[ Onel such
halachiclimethod[ is[as[ follows:[Your
father[ gives[youlthe moneyland[$ays
thatliflthemitzvalis(his, youlshould[be
hisldagent(to(do thelpidyon on hisbehalf
(see[] Pidyon[] Haben[] K’hilchato
regardingpidyon Haben By means(dfian
agent). Y oulprepareanother sum[of
your own moneyland[physicallygive
both Osums tothe kohen Dwith Jthe
appropriate[blessingsCand [statements.
Youljustistate thatlit[is[being donelon
condition that(thehalachic[fedemption
shouldrelatefothe[person wholshould
rightfully Bedoinglit[and [to Mis money.
SincelfewkohanimHave/donelalpidyon
habenlinldlcasewherelalpersonlis/doing
it(for(himself, [you will[anyway[need(a
learnedkohenand/or[a[tabbilto[inake
thelappropriate/ddjustments(inthetext
oflthe(blessings [and [statements (and [we
would[Ibe[Thappy[tohelp [Jwith[the
process.

[t isO both 0 important[] and Jnot[] as
complicated(as/itmight/sound foldo[the
pidyonThaben. While[itlis[customary[fo
havelalminyan[present[atlapidyon,[it
can[] bel] donel] privately[] to[] avoid
embarrassingyour father.

Rav(DanielMann,[EretzIHemdahlnstitute

OUlsraellCenterrTb46 {3 13 HIP'kudeillsh’kalimm'vorchim]b771

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
P'KUDEI

Count[Me[In

Itfwasrarcoldrandrwintryday, about
thistimeloflyear,(when(lpaidralvisit
tolalsmalllJewish[ community[in[the
Midwest.[] The[J rabbi(] of(] the ] local
synagoguelinvitedme(toljoinChimfor
thelafternooniprayers,/Mincha.

Becauselof(thetimeloflyear,thelday
was(Ishort,[landsunset[lwas[Ishortly
after4:00pm.dfoldthemthatevenlin
thellargeriJewish[communityinwhich
IClived(ithen, it was CdifficultCtoJput
togetherfaiminyanrofltenradultimenrat
thattimerofrday. Helassuredmerlthat
there[would[belalminyan, andlsaid,
"Justicomerandisee."

Welbothrarrivedlinishullwherelthere
werelsix[Jor[Jseven(elderlyC’men,[Jall
retiredsothattheyhadtheleisurelto
gather(1 in(] shul(] so(1 early(] in(] the
afternoon.1(told[ the rabbil that( 1 still
fearedthatCwelwouldhot reachrthe
requiredquorumrofiten.[Helmotioned
tolthelreardoor[of[ thellsynagogue,
andrsaid,MJustiwatch."

With[about( thirty(seconds tol goluntil
theJannouncedtimeforC]Mincha, |
couldrseeltwolbicyclespulllupiolthe
rearlof(the[shullwith[two[young[boys
dashinglinto(the(smalllbeit midrash.!lt
seems( that(] thel] rabbil] hadl] an
arrangement(] with(] thel] locall] day
schoollthatltheylwouldsendlseveral
studentsloflbarimitzvarageleachlday
tolguaranteeltheminyan.

ICwillCIneverforgetTthe Jenthusiastic
welcomelthoseltwolboys(Treceived.l1
will_especiallynever( forget( the look
on[Jtheir[IfacesIwhen(theylrealized
howImuchrtheylwerelappreciated,
howmuch(theyreally’counted.

Onel] of(1thelT benefitsi1 of (1 being a
memberrofrarsmalllJewishfcommun(]
ityis(thateachlpersonicounts. And
onlthatCwinterrday, thoseltwoboys
literallyrcounted. Throughoutithelyear
asl] well,J eachl] of(J their(] parents
counted;onewas(responsibleforthe
locallChevralKadishar{buriallsociety),
and(thelotherlgavelaldaily[class[for
thosewholknewmoHebrew.

This[Jis[1allcommon(]experience lof
Jewswhollivelinfsmalllfowns.Nolone
is[taken(for'granted, ‘andeveryone
has(alsignificantirole to(play.(Inshort,
everyonelcounts.

Intthisiweek's[Torahportion, P'kudei,
well learnl] many(] lessons(] about
countinglJandJaccounting.['Thelvery
word'P'kudei"meansaccountsof",
and(thellentireJparshallis(lonelllong
accountingrofreveryrsinglergiftitorthe
Mishkan. Onelwaylofllookinglat this
week's[ Torah[portionlisfasarlesson
infthelimportanceloffaccountability.

Butlasleach[Mishkanlitemlis(carefully
counted, wellearnJa deeper(lesson
asOwell.TWelllearnthat[Teachlitem
whichlis[counted’is blessed.

ThatCeachCcountedUitemCisblessed
maylseemlobvious,butlitfcontradicts
anlinterestingdictumlin(thelTalmud
(Taanitl 8b):11 "Blessing[l is[] not
bestowed1 upon(] things[ which[7 are
weighed, [ nhorupon(things whichlare
measured,morfuponithingsiwhichlare
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counted. [ Blessinglis[only[ bestowed
upon(thingsCwhicharelhiddenfrom
theleye."

This(] Talmudiclladagellreflectslthe
negativel] attitude ] of ] ourl tradition
toward(the[lprocedureJof(Icounting.
KingDavid, for’example,fwasrsorely
punishedforrundertakingrarcensusrof
theJJewish[Ipeople.llIndeed, Jas[lwe
readl]in(JParshatIKiJTisalljust(]two
weeks[Jagol(andthisTiweekinJthe
second( Torah(for[Sh'kalim),(when(a
censuslofJthepeoplewas[neces(]
sary,[1eachlpersonliwas[]askedlto
contribute "aChalfishekelCsolthat[the
coinscouldbelcounted, (butChot the
peoplethemselves.

IT] havel] often] thoughtl that(] this
aversion[] to[] counting( reflects(] a
reluctancetol reducellalpersontola
number.[ltlisCdehumanizingtolbela
statistic.[Thelultimatereductionrofra
persontolalhumberwas(theltattooed
numberwhichwe[havelalllseenlon
thefarmsroflHolocaustsurvivors.[The
Nazis[1 knew(l how(] thoroughly
demeaninglitlis[to[countlalperson’as
iffhelorishewerelan(object.

Awarel] of(] this[] negativel] attitude
towardlcounting,thergreatChassidic
master,[1 Rabbil Levi(l Yitzchok[ of
Berditchev, [ Ifinds[JthelIcounting[that
pervades(this[week's[Iparshallvery
troubling.Helfindstheldescriptionlof
thelpublic[countinglofléachlandevery
Mishkan(itemrtolbelinconsistentwith
thelstatementthatblessingsarehot
bestowed([] upon(’ things(! that(] are
counted.

HisCanswer, JfoundinChisClcommen(]
tary,[Kedushat(Levi,lis(basedlupon(a

verselin[Songlof(Songs[{7:8):'Your
eyeslarelas[thelpoolsoff(Cheshbon".
Creatively,[] Rabbill Levill Yitzchok
pointsoutlthat[the Hebrewlwordfor
"pools"IcaniJalsolTmean(1"blessings"
and(that(thelplace hame'Cheshbon"
canl] mean(] "counting".[] Thus,[] the
verselthenlTreads,"Youreyesbring
blessingsevenuponithatwhichis
counted."

Thelllesson(Therelis(Ithat[] whether
counting is[] negative[! or[] positive
depends(] very[] much(l upon(] one's
perspective,[Tuponiione's(1"eyes".[If
youlare[counting[peoplelasinumbers,
orl] even(] physicall] things( in(] a
materialisticiianner, thenlcountinglis
negative.

However, Tif(thelthingsyoultountrare
seenllfrom(]allspirituall]perspective,
then(] countingl] is[] undeniably(] a
positive Jprocess.OThellitemsCofthe
Mishkanarelcountedlin[thisCweek's
Torah[portionifrom[Jalspiritual Cper(]
spective.[Theyarelconsecratedobl]
jects,lonlylused(tol express(religious
devotion.0Therefore, CicountingJthem
designates(] them(] as[] special] and
unique.

On(thatTwinterf1dayJin[Jthel1small

synagoguel]in[]the7 Americani] Mid
west, [twolyounglboys[werelcounted.

Butrtheywerelcountedfromrthelper(]
spectiveJofJtheirJimportanceJtoa

groupofCmenCwholwanted(to[pray.

Theylwereltountedlintecognitionof

thelroleJeachllandevery[lindividual

plays(]in(]thel] broader] community.

TheyTwerel]counted(1becausellthey

matteredverymuch.

When(lextract thelexperiencell’had
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thatCdayJfrom[therecesses[Jof my
memory, ] |7 recall”] what[ the boys
exclaimed(] as(]they(] enthusiastically
bouncedlintolthat[smalllbeitmidrash.
They[leachlishouted,"Countmeflin,
countmelin!" O

MATANOTLA'EVYONIM,
MISHLO'ACHMANOT,

AND MEGILA [1]
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Amalek,[] grandson(] ofl] Eisav[] ben
Yaakov,[Ithe[Jeternal[larchlénemy[]of
Israeland [of G[d, [ derives[ his[ hame
from['akalkal',[falsehood. Hel[¢omes(in
essenceltoldivideand(separate.

Amalek[divides[and[Separatesbetween
Gld(andsraellds/itlis Byritten, "ASHER
KARCHABADERECH, "thatl¢hanced
upon[youldn[theway" [(IParshatZachor,
D'varim[125:18).[1"Amalek [ Iproclaims
thatthe iracles in[Egypt, (the [Exodus
and[Yam[Suflwere alllmere accidents,
merely[ chance, [ thel[tesults[ ofl hatural
phenomenon. [(Heldenies [that[they[Wwere
Gld[Imanifesting[ IHimselfl Jin[Thuman
history[]and [ thel] testament[] to[] His
creation[oflall[that[éxists. This[denial
makes[1Hashem's[throne[Jand [JName
incomplete[Jso[Jthere[Jis[Jeternal [Jwar
between[1Gld[Jand[J Amalek"[1(S.(JR.
Hirsch). [ The[] same [ verses[] tell[] of
Amalek(dividing[thetinity[ofTsraelland
itsiSeparation fintoindividual fragments:
"Helstruckthe Wweaklingslat[your[tear
and[thoseloflyoulwho [were[hindmost".
Suchmational[disunity[and[communal
fragmentation[]  perpetuates(]  the

separationbetween(Israelland (Hashem.
"Welarel commanded! tol bel holy, but
howlislit[possibleformere human men
and[] women[] to[] bel] holy?[] The
commandment[is (Wwritten [in[theplural,
to[ teach [ that[" it} is[J through[] the
individual's[tonnection[Wwith[the unity
oflIsrael, (that[he[¢can(achieveholiness"
(Menachem Mendel 0fTK otsk).

Throughout history, 0f Israelland [0fthe
world,[] disunity[] and[] social[] fragl]
mentation( | arel |caused! | primarily[ Iby
money! and[Imaterialism.[ They[ lcause
generational[J conflicts,[] problems [ in
marriages, nationall disintegration,and
wars[ and[ struggles between[ nations.
Therefore, in(so huch [0f Judaism [there
isCanlintertwining oflthe[challenge "of
the Cevils[bfl materialismandmoney,
with[thelguidancelandMoral[demands
ofspiritualityland religion. Soffoo, there
is(thisfintertwining[in [the Mmitzvotthat
welobserve[to[rememberthe[threat
posed Cby[Haman [bfC’Amalek,and[to
celebratelthe[deliverancethat ¢ameon
Purim.

Threelofl thefive [ mitzvot[ofT Purim [T}
Matanot/la'Evyonim,[MishloachManot
and[ theSeuda, concern[our[ money,
whilelfwo, thereadingofithe Megilalds
Hallelland [Gur recitation [0fTAlHanisim,
arel[] expressions [ of[spirituality[Jand
religiosity.[] However,[] all(] five[] are
introduced by the[teadinglof Sh'kalim
beforeRosh ChodeshlAdarland Zachor
beforePurim.

In[thel Torah,  the[ spirituall verses! of
Parshat[1Zachor[follow [the[ Imaterial
verses[] dealing[ | with[Jthe[Jinjunction
against[false[Wweights [and [measures, [a
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practicel] which(] ifl] left[] unchecked,
divides(thelindividualsdnd fragments(d
society.[Now[Amalek[and[this[injunc[]
tion[] against[] economicl] divisiveness
seem Uinrelated; yet["because(theJews
were(lax [in[theirWeights(and measures
Helbroughttheddversarylagainstthem"
(Rashi).0TheJTorah[alsolinksthis
injunctionto[the[Exodus;"Heknows
even(the Secrets ofbirth o differentiate
between(the firstbornlandldthers[Wwhen
HeO destroyedl] thel] firstborn[] of
Mitzrayim, [Jwill[lsurely[Jwitness[Jand
punish(thosewholdistort[their[Wweights
inlsecret".[The[lubavitzer Rebbeltaught
that the[‘merel[existence ofl weak[and
laggards[Jin[]its[] society[]on[]whom
Amalek[¢ould(prey, testified[toIsrael's
spiritual weakness.

ThisCintertwiningofimaterialism "and
spirituality[JthroughouttheJexpanded
simchaloflthe month[ofTAdar,is[clearly
expressed by[the reading[lof Parshat
Sh'kalim Whichfihtroducesthis month.

"EveryonelIwho [ Jpasses[through(the
census...[shalll givelthe half’shekel(to
atonel] for[] your[] souls"[] (Sh'mot
30:15016);thelicensus[demonstrating
allegiance(toKlall Yisrael,[the Uity [of
Israel.["In[Torahlaw,[sh'kalim[¢amel[to
atone for[sin, yetWwelmay[queryhow!is
it(that(theyl¢an[bringlatonement Wwhen
welknow [ thatlatonement[tomes[from
theblood [oflkorbanot;'the Blood [that[is
the [Soulloflthe [@animal Will [dtone [for the
human(soul'.Nowin[Torah[sheb'al Peh,
thelsh'kalim[came[to finance communal
sacrifices, [ korbanot[tzibur. Sin_comes
fromlalweakening oflthelties[between
thel[] individual[] and[J Klal[] Yisrael.
Korbanottzibur(financed bymandatory

publiclIsh'kalim[Jservellto[Istrengthen
theselties, bringing[the[sinners(closer [to
Klal[Ysraelland[thereby[bringing them
atonement" (Shem MiShmuel).

Whathappens[whentherelis[neither
censushor[korbanottzibur?('On[the
15th(0flAdar,[Shushan [Purim, the roads
are[] to[] bel] repaired[] [from[] winter
damage],[] the[I mikva'ot[] cleared ] [of
fungi][] and[] all’] communall] needs
provided[for"[{Mishna Shekalim[1:1).
ThelTalmud(Yerushalmilmakes/it(clear
that[is[ thel duty[ ofl the[ bateil din[to
enforce[such¢communalldutiesandto
financelthem/outlofitax money.

Reading[Parashat[Sh'kalimbefore[Adar
isftheantforemind uis[oflour obligation
to[give[machithashekel;a reminder
callingfor[Gommunal€fforts fo mitigate
anylSocial(disruption/andfragmentation
that[Jmay[bring[Jdown the[threat[Jof
Amalek.

[Parshe Peduds (o Pender
P'KUDEI

I)[(Why[Ldoes[the[Torah[#epeat[the

words[] AS[J] GID[J COMMANDED
MOSHE[dt[theldnd[df[dvery[dtage[df
the[Mishkan's[donstruction[{see[39:1,
39:5,039:7,fbrLdxamples)? [Couldn't[it
have[dtated[this[dt[the[donclusion[df
thelentireldonstructionahd [We[Would
understand[that[they[fulfilled LG[D's
command atleVeryl[step [oflthe btay?

2) Why [dbes[theTorah [shy[ANDTHE
CHILDRENLIOFJISRAELLCIDID CIALL
THATLGDLASKEDLTHEMLTOLDO
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(39:32) LwhenLin[Feality it Cvas[ust
Betzalel[d and[ the[d other[ talented
crafstmenChnd[Chrtists Cwho[CHid[the

work?

3)(Why[does[the[Torah[Have[to[day
ANDHETOOK[ANDI[BLACEDI[THE
TABLETSL] INTOO THEOl ARK
(VAYIKACH,JVAYITEIN[][11140:20)?
Couldn'tditl] havejust] said [ that
Moshe PLACEDthem?

ParshaPointstoPonder
by Rabbi[Dov[Lipman

Prayi hPassion
Givinglmore[neaningtb[durMfillah
OneWeek[at[alTime

Excerptediand teprintedwith |permission of the author

P'sukeid'Zimra:
Mizmor/'Toda
Finding[Jby

Rahalvr) ’ﬂ'? 13 170G qinm

W L2 monR 3TaY
nivy /7 21w 03 ..7723712 1707
AN 97197 73,3700

Meaning:tdanslation...

AlpsalmCof(thanksgiving. Shout
joyously[to[ G[d,(aliCtheCkarth.
Serve[ G[d[ with[joy.[Come
before[Him[With[jubilation...
For[G [dlid[gbod, HisIdving[kindness[id

everlasting,[dnd [(His[fhithfulness[i$ [(fbr
everylgéneration.

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbnceptlofithelplrayer

Reason[tb[Qelebrate

The[daily Ciniracles[Hashem[Cprovides
for[uk[stir[uk[td thank Him With [dy.

Insight: Deeperlnheanings...

Grateful for[BveryDay

In[the HimeCbf[the[Beit[MHaMikdash,
peopleMouldbtinglalkbrban MODA, &l

thanksgivingoffering[J(Vayikra[17:12)
when [they [durvived[d[ife[threatening
situation, [slich[ak[alsérious[illness, [alséa
voyage, [dldesert[jburney, [dr[daptivity
(B'rachot[34b).[Muring[the[dffering[df
this[sherifice[dn the [Temple[Altar,[the
Leviyim Lould Lding[the Loy ful [(Psalm
100,[MIZMORMTODAI[BShavu'ot5ll b).
Sincelthe[Memple’s[destruction, [ih dleu
oflthelshcrifices,[MIZMORM'TODAILS4
included[in[the[orningLprayersLdn
weekdays.

ButCiwhy[ldo Ciwelrecite LIMIZMOR
L'TODAIl&very[day[if[it[Was[sling[dnly
when[alpkrson Chiraculously” [shirvived
allifethreateninglsituation? [The[Siddur
She’lahahd[Ya’avitz[ekplain [that[nb [dhy
goes[By [Without[than[éxperiencing[d
“miracle.”[However, [the[decipients[df
theselnhiraclesldo [nbtlalways[rkcognize
them[(Nida[3ll a).[Therefore, Welrkcite
MIZMORMLTODA[tbatknowledgelthe
miracleslidherent(id [eVery [dhy.

The[Malmudlstates,["MWho[id[rlch?[The
one[WholAppreciatesLWhat[he[has”
(Avot[H:1).[Happiness[ komes[from
appreciating[dnd[donsciously Ldnjoying
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what[dne[already [Has.[Sometimes[that
awareness[Jawakens[JonlyClwhen[Ja
person[dearly[Ibses[What[He[Has, [(fbr
instance, [ Jlwhen[lhe[experiences[la
potentially Llife [threatening[situation.
Oncelaldperson[]understands[the
precious[value[of[hisUgifts Llfrom
Hashem, [His[jby [dverflows;He[dannot
contain[Jhis[feelings[Jof[gratitude.
Therefore,[Lheinvites[keveryonelbn
earth[to[Join[him,[2o[FcallCbutto
Hashem” [dnd [decognize[the[goodness
Helconstantly [bestows. [IWith [this
consciousness, lalpkrsonbhturally filfills
the[Ldommandment[do[derve[[Hashem
with[Bappiness [ IIIVDU BT [HASHEM
B'SIMCHA [ Hor [dhe[dense[bf[ being
showered[With [Divinelgifts[day[ih [ahd
day[dut[chn[arouse[dol[dtherldmotion

butlidy.

Visualize:
Images(thatbringlthelprayer[td [ife

In[Berspective

OIld[Mr.[[NewhouseivedCalone, Chext
door[to[Michael[llevine[dnd [Ris [Tamily.
Mr.[Newhouse[dften[dalled[Michael[do
comeldnd[Belp[him [With[dome[Rouse]
hold[dhorel[dr[epair,[and[Michael [thied
hisCbest[ o[ tespondgraciously,Leven
though[the[tFequests[bften[interfered
with [His[dwn [Busy [agenda.[@nelday,[Mr.
Newhouse[¢alled[MichaelCAnd[3aid, CH
know jou[Have[Been[Iboking[fbr[d[jbb
for[Chwhile.[Myhephew[worksLAt[An
accountingfirm[ahd[they[ale Iboking[fbr
someone[WithGlistYourLdxperience[do
take[d [inanagement[position.[Are[Jou
interested?”’ [JOfkourse, [ Michael Cwas
verylihterested, [fbr [His[finances[Werelih
woeful (5hape[Chnd[the Chew[ob[haid

nearly [tWice [What![his[dld[job[hhd[phid.Id
would[]bel[] the[ difference[] between
struggling[and ChavingCplenty. (He [fook
thejbbdnd[prospered.[Brom[thenlLdn,
everyLdpportunity[he[Bad[Ho[Tend [(Mr.
Newhouse[h[hand[vas[jrasped Cvith
pureoy.[He[even LCkalled[luponChis
children[to[bffer[their[help[to[ their
neighbor.[HWhatlLdan[We [Jossibly [do[th
repay[the[than[Who’s[donelsb [thuch[fbr
us?”’[Michaellthought.[HIt's[dur [greatest
pleasure[ o[ 3how[ him[bur[hppreciall
tion!”

When[ve[tanCook[ChroundChnd[Cee
evidence[df[d[Benefactor’sThrgesse, [it's
easy[to[fkel[dverflowing[gratitude.[The
more[weJfocus[on[lthe[Jgood[lthat
surrounds[lis,[the[more[ e[ perceive
Hashem’sUihfinite[Targesse, [from Qivhich
naturally flows[the[desire[th [graise[dnd
thank[Him.

Wordfofhe Wise:
Meaning[Within[the Word

R'NANAOist'filaldwith[praise[Jand
thanksgiving [t [Mashem [(Melachim [Alef
8:28).[ David[ HaMelech[$tates [{T hilim
3:9),1d “Lashem hay'shu'al] allJ amcha
birchatechald selah.[] Salvation [ is[] for
Hashem,[Your[people Chust[Bless[You
forever.”[] Rashi[] sees[] al] powerful
connection[Between [the[Beginning[dnd
the[énd[bflthis[$tatement.[¥ltCis[His
obligation [t [save [Hlis[servants[dnd [Hiis
people,” Lvrites[ Rashi,[1‘and [it[is[the
obligation Ldf[His[people[to[bless[ And
praise[Him.” [Th[dther Words, [it[i3 ke[
pact,[ 2 ¢ovenant[bf[teciprocal Lbligal]
tions.[(\Why[does[Hashemant[tbLsave
HisCpeople![ Because[Lwhen[He[ Hoes,
theyWill [pkaise [Him fbr [ifl. [Therefore, by
being[preparedoLding[MHis[Praisesfor
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everything[He [Will Lo (Hor[#hem, Cihey
becomeldeserving[df[Having[thoselthings
donel[fbrlthem.[The ey tb[everything[id
praisingldnd[thanking.[That[is[What[He

wants.

Ofldourse, [ahyone[With[thelslightest[Hit
ofdophistication[ih [the[doncept[dflthe
divine[linderstands[that[ Hashem[Hoes
not[heed[burlgratitude[dnd[praiseslih
theway[peopleldesire[tb Bk [thanked[ahd
praised.[AlllHashem Qvants Lk [do [Bring
humankind,[ahd [KllalMisrael[id [phrticular,
ever[doser[tbHim[sblthat[they[Will[rse
toldver[Righer[kvels[dflspirituality[dnd
holiness.[.When[e[thank[And[praise
Him,[We[ale[propelled [upward,[ahd [that
isCéxactly vhat[CHeWvants.  (Adapted. from
Praying With( Fire(2,” Forward, by Rav[ Mattisyahu
Salomon)

Technicalldetails:

Thetustom [k [Ho[$ay[Mizmor[1'Toda
while3tanding. [(Mizmor[L'Todalds[hot
said[dn[Shabbat[dr[Chagim[Becauselthe
KorbanModalWas[dot[Brought[dn[those
days.[So[too,LitLisChot[$aidCdbnErev
Pesach[or[during[@hol[HaMoed [Pesach
because[the[TodalWas[dot[Brought[dn
those[days[because[ the[Accompanying
Menachot[] to[] the[d Todal[] contained
chameitz.[And[Weldon't[day[it[dn[Brev
Yom[Kippur[because[the[{t[vas[hot
brought[fhen[because [ kohanim[vould
notlhhvel[siifficienttime[td [eht {heir[phrt
oflthelkbrban. so

Maharalldn(theSedra

TheSuspendedMountain,
Rava'sLoophole,[and [Rurim

Sh'mot[19:17[11..andthey[3tood
underthelountain.

Rashi[ [[TAccording[to[the[$implest
understanding,[Yunder[ the[Lmountain
means[dt[Hhe foot[df[dhedhountain.
Midrashically,[J the[d mountain[] was
plucked[ffom[its[Placel@nd[sluspended
overlthem [ikelaltdib.

Gur[Aryeh[IThe[gemaral[JShabbat
88a][further[dlaborates[fhat[HHashem
threatened[them [that[if[they[did[dot
acceptlthe[ITorah,khey[would[he
buried[there.[Tosafot[dsked[dhere[if
they[Had[dIready[dccepted[the[Torah
when [they [shid [ab[dne, MWe [Will [do [ahd
weWillListen"[J24:7], vhy Lo [they
need[to[Beldoerced? T osafot[dnswer
that[when[they [Witnessed[thefire[dn
thedmountain,they[backslid[Jand
retracted[their [cbnfessionlout[offdar.

Ildm[dot[Happy [With [that.[The[herit
they[dccrued By [dreceding["doing" [t
"hearing"[Would[have[Heen [chnceled, [al
merit[that[Bas[Been[dredited [do[the
Jewish[people[for[generation[hfter
generation.[Israel (ik[dompared[fo[dn
apple,[Whose[ftuit[drecedes[its[Iéaves,
inCthe[kense[that[ the[bromise[to
observe[Torah[precededliks[presen]
tation [tb [uk. [Mhelgkmaralshys[[Shabbat
89b][WhenI3rael [shid[ak[dne MWelWill
dolandeWill[(Hear"[q24:7],[(Hashem
called[them[IMy[3on,[Myirstborn"
[4:22],[And[1200L3ervingLdngels[died
twoldrowns[ih[their[Hair,[dnefbr[Cve
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shallldb" [[haaseh] lahd[ohe fdr [Welshall
hear" [Thishma].[According[tb[Tosafot,
thatwasall[récanted.

Thereal Cexplanation CiwouldCseem
simple.[The[thessage[df[the[thountain
overlLtheir[headslis[that[to[$urvive
IsraelCinust[AcceptLthe[Torah.[They
mustnbtthink[thatltheirlvbluntaryfdee
willlJacceptance[isCreversible[Jand
subjecttd[thatlshme fdee Will. [Hd[well
known[ that[] matters[] subject] to
coercionhre[Chmost[kerious,[to[the
degree[ that[ kxistence[ds[impossible
withoutlthem.[Had[id[not[Been[fbrlthe
mountain [dver[their[Heads, [they [chight
have[thought[lthe [ ITTorah Cwas[hot
permanently[hecessary,[ that[Just[hs
theylakcepted[itlvbluntarily [they[cbuld
havel[dejected[it(Moluntarily. [However
the[TorahLs[A[iuchCinore8erious
matter [[[the (Whole[Wniverse[depends
onlit,[AndWithout[it[Would[devertltb
tohu vdvohu[Rashi, Blreishit[31].

ThisLdxplains[the[jlixtaposition[ih[the
gemaral] [Shabbat[] 88a][] ofl] our
"mountain"[thidrash [With [the[dxplanal]
tion[dflthe[dxtra[HEIGh[T:31,"and[it
was[dveningland[it[Was[thorning[THE
sixth[day." [The[definite[article[(the"[i3
superfluous,[1not] being[1found[lin
connection[With [dhys[ahe [through five,
and[defers[tdo[dnother[dixth Lday,[the
sixth Cdlay [&f[#he[third Cinonth[vhen
IsraelCreceived Clthe [T orah. LAl Cof
Creation[depended[dn[the[dvents[df
thatldhy.

Theldoercion[Lbf[dhe Mountain[dver
their[hkads[bFingslabout[Rava'sfdmous
loophole[[Shabbat@Ba].WhenHashem
summons [krael[(do Glidgment[for[dot
keeping[what[they [lacceptedlupon

themselves, [they [hhve[ah [ahswer [Tthey
werelfdrcedltblatceptlid

ThelJewish[JeopleTter [dcceptedthe
Torah[Withoutlcbercion[ih[the[days[df
Achashveirosh Chs[CrecordedUinClthe
gemaral[Sh'vi'it3Pa]. Idlidrittenlidthe
MegilaL]Esther[9:27], LY AllLthe Jews
establishedlahdlatcepted...",Mhichlthe
rabbis[Interpreted Chs[ the[ bstablish[]
mentoflthatlwhich [theybhd[pleviously
accepted.[This[réfers(tdthelatceptance
oflalnkw[cbmmandment, [the [réading[of
Megilat[Esther[bn[dhe[fourteenth Lbf
Adar, O willingly, [ without[ coercion,
which lidhplies[wWilling[akceptanceldflthe
whole[df[Torah,fbr[(How[dould[they
keep[A[hew[ dommandment[dnd[hot
keep[the[bther[ 513 willingly?[IThe
rabbis[lsaid[][Megilal114a][Jthat[ 148
prophets[]and[seven[]prophetesses
stood [up [fbr[I3rael,[ahd [done [dflthem
added[toldrldetracted[from[Moshe's
Torahldxceptlibrlthe[deading[dflthe
Megila.[This[dct[df[dcceptance[dflthe
commandment, [ahd, litplicitly, [the [rkst
of(dTorah,[kancels[Rava's[doophole.
Those[Wwho[ transgressed[ the[Torah
could[Have[defended[themselvesWith
thelclaim [that[Morahidlnbtvhlid forthe
JewishUpeople[because[lthey Clwere
coerced[ihto[akceptinglid, (ahd [hatters
coercedlickvhlidity.[@onsider [lrbck
inCidair.COnly[AnCappliedCéxternal
force[dan[ReepLik[duspended,Hforlits
naturelid[tb[fll tb[ehrth.[Thelektrinsic
forceli$[dot[fart[df[the[dature[dflthe
rock.Similarly, [Morah [Was[nbt[idtrinsic
to3rael [until[Megilat[Bsther[When[the
coercion[Became[thoot[ahd[the[Torah
waslvalidated.

CO[L{WZI’I DJreparea’D?y [V:)r, D/‘l/ ZOO}le D]{M}H‘
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Gold[EromIthe[landIdflI$rael
ANew[Oghtldn the Weekly Morah[Portion
From[the Writings[df
Rabbi[Abraham[daac[HaKohenKook

by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, [lem[INY
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Stars(ih[theMishkan

Adapted[flom [Ein[Ayah vbl. IV, [pl (245

Therell isL] an[] interesting[] tradition
concerningl] the[] beautiful (] tapestries
covering[the[Mishkan.[The[dovering[Was
comprisedLdf[den[Thrge[fapestries[With
patterns[df[dherubs vovenlihto[them.
TheselkolorfulCtapestries[lwere[kewn
together [id [to [skts[df[five, [ahd [the[tvo
sections[Wwere[then[fastened[together
with[fifty [gbld[fsteners.

Welknow[that[the[3tructure[bf[ the
Mishkan[korresponded ko[ the[kntire
universe.[] What[] did[] these[] metal
fasteners[rkpresent?

Likelthe[Stars

The[Talmud[(Shabbat[39a)[tells (s [that
fromUinside Cthe[IMishkan, [lthe [CIgold
fasteners[Iwould[sparkle[Jagainst[lthe
backgroundLof[ the[tich[Hapestries[like
stars[tWinkling[id [the [sky.

This[dnalogy Ldf[fasteners[ o[ dhe[dtars
requires[filirther[elkamination.

Stars[] and[] constellations[] represent
powerful[datural(fbrces[ih [the[Universe,
influencinglahd [cbntrolling[durWorld.

[“Good[alFelthellminaries[thatldur[God
has[dreated...[Helgranted[them [skrength
and[power, o [Be[dominant[Within[the

world”(from[the ShabbatCLlmorning
prayers).]

Thed Mishkand fasteners,[] however,
indicate[d[decond[flinction[df[thelstars.
Theld fasteners[] held ] the[ tapestries
together.[Ih[fhct,[dhey [(dmphasized[dhe
overall[unity [dflthe [Mishkan.By[skcuring
the[tvolskts[dflthpestries[tbgether, [they
would[[make[the[Mishkan[dne” [(Bh'mot
36:13).

Holding[theUniverse[Together

InCgeneral,[the[design[bf[the [Mishkan
reflected[the[structureLdf[theLiniverse
and[iksChinderlyingCdinity. [ForCéxample,
the[J Mishkan[ building[] consisted ] of
wooden[Beams[With[Jegs[that[dlid[ihto
silver[sockets, Clealled CIADANIM.CIThe
precise[interlocking[bf[ the[ Mishkan’s
supporting[(Base L&fLADANIMQvith [dhe
upright[Beams[dymbolizes[the [Harmonil]
ous[dynchronization[bf[the[Liniverse’s
foundationsWvith[dhe[diversified [(forces
and[dmechanisms[Jthat[dregulate[Jand
developthe[World.[MWhen[Welrkflect[dn
the[Beautiful Charmony[of[he Ldifferent
partsLof[dhe[Mishkan,ive [Begin[do[Be
aware[df[dhe [fuindamental [dnity [df[the
universelahdall [oflifs [fbrces.

This[ihsight[Hllows[ds[th [decognize [that
everything[is[the[Work[df[the[Creator,
Wholuhites[alllakpects[dflcteation[id [His

sublime[@neness.

For[dII[dfltheir[grandeurldnd[dpparent
autonomy, [the[tfue[flinction[dflthe[stars
isltd[aktlike[the Mishkan [fsteners.[They
holddogether [the[greatLdanopyLdflthe
cosmos,[ih[dccordance[With[the[Divine
plan[bf[ LCreation.[ Like[the[kparkling
fasteners, [thelstars[“hre[filled [With [lister
and[tadiate[brightness” Lon[theirLown
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accord,[Butltheir[tfue[flinction[id[tb Bind
together[thefdrcesldflthe World, [mhaking
the[uhiverseldhne.

ThelJerusalem/Institute
ofiJewishiLaw
Rabbil[EmanuelQuint, Dean

Lesson[#[553

A Two Judge
J Udgment (partitwo)

Whilelalproceeding/before[altwo judge
courtl is[hormally[al nullity,al situation
may !l arise[ Wherelthellitigants[ desire[to
haveltheir(case/decidedbyld[¢ourtlofitwo
judges.

Many!litigants[wholare[seeking/judicial
proceedings culminating"in[al trial "and
judgment((as[Jopposed [ to[ larbitration)
confer[jurisdiction[uponlal courtl which
does[hot[ havel personall jurisdiction.[In
the[Talmud!there(is/thelopinion[that/the
decisionl is[ hot[ binding[ but! therelisla
view [Jthat[]it[lis[ binding. [JAfter[ lmuch
discussionlitl emerges| thatl thellitigants
may[voluntarilyl¢onferjurisdiction[tipon
al] court] that[] would[] otherwise[] lack
jurisdiction.

Asheri[(125001327)(in(his[¢ode[seems [fo
hold(thatlifTthe(litigantsaccepted/alcourt
ofltwoljudges,[then(this[courtlis[forlall
purposes| thel equivalent[ ofl(alcourt[ of
three. Similarly, his son[Yaakov[Turlin
his[code( Istates( Ithat[ the[ Iproceedings
beforelalcourt/ofltwolare(a mullity iflthe
litigants[] havel] notl] accepted[! the
jurisdiction ] ofthel[] court.[ 1 The[clear

inferencelis(that(iflthe(litigants(dolaccept
thejurisdiction[ofltwo judges, then(their
proceedings(arelllegally( binding.[ 1 All
pleasland[admissionsmade[beforethem
would(have(thelsame forcelandleffectlas
ifCimadebeforelal court[ofl threejudges.
Also,[fTthe[credibility Coflwitnesses or
parties[werelimpeached[in[the ¢courseof
suchlproceedings, (then[the/¢onsequences
areBinding/in/any(futurellitigation.

Rabbil Yosefl Karo[(1488(1575) in[ the
Shulhan[Aruch[ follows[the[ position[ bf
RabbilJYaakov[ITur.[JHe Istates[Jthat[Jif
fewer(than[three[persons judged alcase,
their[decision[is/not bindinginless[the
parties[ accepted[ them[as[al court.[His
language[’makes[Jmanifest[hisposition
that[litigants[Imay[confer(Jjurisdiction
uponlal courtlthat[wouldlotherwisellack
jurisdiction.[Helalso[immediately[ states
that(iflalcourtldoes ot consist/ ofl three
judges, [then[pleas and[admissions/made
beforethem drelofmo forceloreffectland
may/belchanged. From[theselstatements
onelcanlinfer(that[pleasand[admissions
arebinding(ifimade beforelalcourtlofitwo
judgeswhom/thelitigantshavelaccepted.

RabbiMoshesserles/in his émendations
to[RabbiKarolis[verylexplicitland Teaves
nothing(to[belinferred. RabbilKaro!states
“Iflthel court[ does[hotl consist/ ofl three
judges, [ then[ admissions[ madel may( be
changed.[After[the[word fjudges”,[Rabbi
Isserles[inserts(]the[]phrase[] "and[]the
litigantshave [notlaccepted[ them".[Now
thelentire[ text[teads‘If the court[does
notlconsistJof[three[]judgesJand[Jthe
litigants[ havel not[ accepted[ them,[ then
admissions/made(may(belchanged.”

This[shows![that[iflthe[ parties[ accepted
less[than(three[judges/to judgetheir(dase,
then[pleasland[admissions[ made[before
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themmaymot(belchanged.

Iffaldecisionmade beforela ¢ourt(of two
judges(is[notl[valid, then[ certainly[ the
same! Iresults should lapply[ to[‘al lcourt
consisting[ofl onlyloneljudge.[ Arelthere
anyl situations_ where[ even[al one[man
courtlmayl compel [ thellitigants[tolhave
their[caseldecidedlinlhis[court? [(Tolbe
discussed(inthe mextlessons TYH)

ParshaPix€éxplanations

Hard[dot[tb[depeat[RarshaPix[dlements
because[df[the[Mishkan [Heavy[dontent
ofltheast[skverallsedras.[But[We[thied
for[A[differentCocusLbn[3ome[bf[the

elements.

* Upperleft[] is[] al] potl] of[] gold,
overflowing,[hs[Cwas[kthe[Jgenerous
contributions[dflgold[tb [the [Mishkan
effort.

* Tolthelrghtldflthelgbld [ [alRunk{br
chunk) CbfLSilver.[TThe[Ctollection Lbf
silver Was[rhostly[the [thandatory[and
controlled[Ralflshekel[dollected[from
the[ddult[thale[gopulation.[Therefore
this[fits fbr[R'kudei@dnd [Ibr[Sh'kalim,
thelspecial [maftir [thisWeek.

* Which[UbringsCusCko[Lthe Lpennies,
whichlrepresent[theldopper[that[Was
collected[dnd [dsed[ih [ghe [Mishkan 1]
even[though,[as[Iwel[Imentioned
previously, [ehere[ik[hardly[dny[dop ]
perUh[oday's[gennies.[Nonetheless,
they[still (ckpresent[the [metal [cbpper.

 UpperldghtLlis[ClanhddingCmachine
which Cwas[Cused Cto Clealculate Cthe
amounts[dflmhetals[that[Were[Hrought
tolthe[Mishkan[ploject.

* Under[the[pdot[df[gold[is[the[reverse

ofltbday's[Halflshekel [doin. It [is [Used
as[A[token[donation[{o[tzedakallin
commemoration Lof[(lthe Cimitzva Clof
Machatzit{ HaShekel. [Usually,[khree
halflshekelC¢oins[Are[given,Hor[the
thriceClmentioned Llphrase (IT'RUMA
LASHEMIin [the [parsha[df[Sh'kalim.

Next[do[the [Ikraeli[Balf(shekel [k [dn
old, thrnished[Ben[Branklin Half[dollar
coin.[What[k[Significant[dbout [k [k
that[ifWas [mhade [df[silver[(90%) [ahd[id
considered(hore [dommemorative [ df
the[Machatzit[FHaShekel [Because,[dot
only [3[id[a[HALF [doin, But[i#[&[sllver,
asCwell. dtCiwas[(probably Cktill Cls)
common[Hor[3huls[ih[#he[States[ 1o
scotchtape[together[three[Silver[Balf
dollar[doins[@nd[Put[the [Bundlelihto
theldollection[dlate.[Then,[thelgdivers,
in[thirn, MouldMbuy" [the 3Halves, [fbr
atUlleast[1$1.501Ioften[Jalllarger
donation[ITAnd[(then Cput[thelSilver
halves[Backlimto[thelplate[I'”ZEICHER
MACHATZITO HASHEKEL,[O com[
memorative[] of [ the I mitzva.[1Half
dollars[Should[dot[Be[dsed[Ghdkrael,
because[even[thoughUdollars[Jare
acceptedas[turrencyinOsrael, CUS
coins[areldot,[And[that[id [AMrequire[]
ment" [dflthe [clistom.

Next[to[the [Branklin[Half[dollar 5[4
nonlsilver[Kennedy[halfCdollar.[This
too[i$[Used[ih[the[States[(but[dot[ih
Israel) fbr[thelclistom.

Completing[dfldumismatic[display[are
both[dbverselahd[rkverseldflalFrench
half(ftanc.[Ih[Brance, [that's[(WhatJéws
canluse[fbr[ZEICHER[MACHATZIT
HASHEKEL.Note:[IfCthe Oocal Chalf
coinlik[only LofLdninimal, lhsignificant
value,[then[i#[should[not[Hel[dsed[ahd
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alsilver[cbin [dfWorth[should[Be[used

instead.

Further[dote[(hs[We[Have[already[doted
more[than[once):[Some[Jfollow[khe
custom[to[give[An[dmount[bfLinoney
equal[tb[the[clirrent[vhluedflthe[driginal
silver[Balflshekel.[(Rav[Yoel[Schwartz[ih
hisLADAR[UFURIMI[shys[that[the[driginal
halflshekel (Was[about[10[gFams[df[slver,
which[i3 [dightly [thore[than[@lthird [df(d
Troy[dunce.[Based[dn[theldurrent[drice
ofWilver[dnd[dhe[dollar [tate HorChew
Israellshekalim, [idlcbmes[close[tb[40ONIS.

* MostLbflthe[tight[hhnd[3ide[bf[ the
ParshaPix ik [#aken [dp [By [the [(Davka
graphicLdflthe [Kohein[Gadol,[Whose
garmentslale[dealtwith[id [gheat[dktail
in[Barshat[R'kudeilths Well [aks (Hack[ih
Parshat[T'tzaveh).

“ Under[the[halflshekelCdoin[dre[fwo
mounted[ Flat[ bnyx[ktones.[In[this
photolthey[dreldarringldize[dndthe
settingLik[dilver.[(However, [they[dep []
resentlthe[3houlder[$tones[bf[ the
Kohein[JGadol,[whichClwere [SHOL]
HAM[onyx)[dtones[detlih[gdold[dnd
probably[allétdrger(thanlehrrings.

“* Next[ale[the[tivoféllows i [hard [hats
consultingCplansbr[Hiagrams.[TThey
represent[ BetzalelLAnd[Aholiav,[the
main[attisans[dfthe Mishkan.

“* There'slalpomegranate [With[alBell[dn
it.[This[skandsfbr[the[decorations[alt
the[Hottom [dflthe[M'IL[df[the [Mohein
Gadol.[Some[day[that[the[fompoms
of Ltolored [iwvool L{RIMONIM)Calter []
nated [With[gbld[Bells.[Dthers[shy[that
the[Bells[Were[Within[the[(Bompoms,
which [ &hy e [Presented[them[ds
weldid.

“ Under[the[gomegranate[Bell[it[d[det
of[Shulchan[Aruch, hich[donsists[df
four[phain [skctions[Khown [ak[the [fbur
TURIM, [damed [fbr[thelthe[drecursor
of[(Rav[Yosef[Karo's[halachicvork,
the[dne[Written[By[Rav[Yaakov[Ben
Asher,[(Who[becameknown[&s[the
Baal[HlaTurim, [ftom [His[dalling[df[the
fourBections[#he Hour[Turim.[That
term[cbmes[ftom[the[Qhoshen(dflthe
Kohein[[GadolCvhich Cvas[Set[vith
four[fows[bf[gemstones, Céach[tow
called2ITIUR.

“ Under[thetivolhhrdhats[id[alchodel [df
theChew[KIYOR [being[built[by [ the
Templeinstitute[lin[JJerusalem Cfor
hopeful Luse[ih[the [dext[Beit[HaMik[]
dash.[TThey[hlready[have CALKIYOR
(and[its[Hase)[ih[the [thore[tFaditional
form,but[thisChew[bne[Thas[Some
technological[ddvaces[thatlWvillLhake
the[Washing[df[Hands[dnd[feet[thore
comfortable[land[efficientClfor Clthe
kohanim [sérving[id [the [nkext[Mikdash.

“* What's[Ch[ParshaPixCwithoutCkome
baseballldlement?[TheseHoth[delight
baseball ans[And LirkChon[Bmerican
Anglos.[$tan[the[Man[MusialCvore
number[8[dn[His[ersey, [thaking[that
garment[A[ T Triddlelstyle[Wersion [of
BIGDEISHEISH[(heishtheaning[Hoth
6[ahd[lihen).

* Lower [éft[id [afbrkliftFbrchoving[the
silver LADANIM,Houndation[dockets,
whichMerelquitelhkavy.

“ Theldloud[dext[tb [the fbrklift[it [the
Mishkan following[itsLIcompletion,
when[i[Was[cbvered [Bylcloud.[This[id
analogous[[I'havdil] (to [the[Hat[ih[the
Little[Prince[by[Antoine[He[Baint[]
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ExupéryhichldhildrenWerelable[tb
see[that[ fthe[that[Was[teally[4[boa
constrictor[SwallowingChn[CElephant.
Someld see[justldald cloud,[J while
TTreadersLdnd[éspecially[(TTriddlers
should[ske[the Whole[Mishkan.

PortionfromthePortion

ADARIBET

ThisJweek(]wellannouncel]thel]new
moon(ofthelsecondlAdarwhichwilllbe
SundayTandIMonday.DidJyouJever
wonderwhylitlis[that[wel[addlanother
monthlofflAdarlduringlatleaplyear?lt's
truelthat(thelkids/likel/ADAR[because
of[all’theLsilliness[ITbutwhy hot add
anylotherimonth(in(thecalendar(during
alleaplyear?

Onelreasonlgiven[bylthe[Tosafot for
theladditionloflanotherlAdarlislactually
basedlonlalverselfrom[Megilat Esther.
ItCsays(3:7)1..L'CHODESHISH'NEIM
ASARIHUICHODESHIADARI[1IDuring
theltwelfthimonthiwhichlis[Adar”.[If(we
wereltoladdaldifferentCmonthduring
thelyearthenCAdarCwould[hot[belthe
12thmonth.

Butrthis(stillldoesn’tlreallylanswerlthe
question:[thellverselThints(tolladding
another1Adarbutwhat[Jis[the[real
reason(behind(thislendeavor?[Whatlis
thelreason(forladdingthisimonthlinthe
first[]1 place?(] Thell main(] reason(] for
addinglal monthCis *MIPNEITHA'AVIV
UMIPNEITHAT'KUFATIbecauselof the
spring”,lin(ordertolmake(the(lunariand
solar(] calendars matchJ upJsollthat
Pesach(could belduring(theAVIV(Ithe
spring.[This[could[possiblybeldone by
addinglalldifferentll month(lsuchlas
Marcheshvan, Kislev, Tevetlor Shvat(l

sowhy[ADAR?

During] thel timell that(] the[] Beit
HaMikdash(]stood[Ithere[Iwerellother
reasonsforilBURMHASHANAMTMIPNEI
PEIROTOHAIMLANMbecauselof[the
fruit. (Welwouldn’ttwant(the (producelto
ripenlafter lATZERETJIIShavu'ot. UIf
theywere(to(fipenlonlylafter(Shavuot,
the[ownerlCwouldhaveltoltrek[alllthe
way! tol the BeitrHaMikdash[(tobring
Firstfruits) JevenLif_helhadjustCbeen
there.[JAnotherreasonimentioned(Jis
becauseof(HAD'RACHIM(ITthelroads
thatimighthavebeenidestroyediduring
thelrainylseasonlandweren’t(fixedlyet,
making it Idifficultifor(Jalperson(who
mustlIgolltollJerusalem(]alongl/those
broken(roads.[Theselthings/wouldlonly
belknown(close(to thetime llmeaning
veryl closel tol Pesach(and[ then[ they
wouldhaveltoladdlanotherAdar.[So
Adariwas[chosen(tolbethemonththat
isfalwaysladded. That's[good[because
MISHNICHNAST] ADART MARBIM
B'SIMCHATIWhen(the month[of[Adar
enters,] wel] havel] extral] happiness.
Enjoy(this[second[ADAR.

The[Puah[Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'inlAccordance with Halacha

Ovarian Transplants The Donor

Last[Week[weldiscussed [ Why!therelis[ho
problem[ ofl castration[ for[ thetecipient/in
thelcaseloflovarian[fransplants. [ This[Wweek
we Wwill[look [at[the[problemlofl castration
in[relation(to the donor.

This[ certainly[] appears[] to[] be[] more
complex, [Isince[lshel[lis[]undergoing[]an
operation( that[ will [ lremove [ Ipart[Jofl her
ovaryland[possibly[limit her[ fertility. [Yet
shellis[not[Ibeing[healed[Ithrough[lthis
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treatment, (rather(she(is [dssisting[in[freating
someone|¢lse.

Last[week[ wel[ mentioned| that there[is[a
difference ofl opinion[as[ to[ whether! the
definition[Jofl Icastration[Jis[ /damaging[ lor
removing[ the[ | reproductive] organs, ] or
whether[it(is[ddversely[affecting[fertility.

ItCcan[bel claimed that temoving[al small
part[ofl the[ovary[ cannot be[ considered
castration, [especially[las[ there[ are[ many
opinions[J that[] female[] castration] is[] a
rabbinic[] prohibition. ] But[] what[] about
limiting[her! fertility?

In[J discussion[] with[J the[J doctor[] who
performed!( the[latestovarian[ transplants,
helsaid[that[theloperation[does hotlcause
the [ woman(fo [beinfertile butmay [possibly
resultlinlher deaching inenopausealcouple
ofl lyears[earlier[/than[Ishe[ 'would[Thave
without!this[freatment.

Thislislaldifferent(typel ofl castration, one
that[ does [ hot[ stop[ fertility butimay[limit
fertility [sometime(in[thefuture.

Severallposkim[havelalreadyritten[ that
causinglinfertility[at(allater[ stage[(grama)
is[not prohibited. (This(isthe opinion oflthe
Minchat[] Chinuch! and[J thel] Aruch
HaShulchan.

Inladdition[wel could[ claim[ that[sincela
womanlis not[obligedin[ thel command/]
ment[to[/be I fruitful[land [ Imultiply, [ the
prohibitionofl castration[ cannot[ possibly
beltollimit[her[ fertility and [ her[ ability ! to
bear(children.

Thus, [there[ismo [prohibition for the donor
to[Jdonate[ Ipart[Jofl Ther[Jovary[to Jassist
another(woman(tobecome [pregnant.

In[$ummary, [while[stilllin[its [infancy, [the
technology ofldvarian(transplantsopens uip
new[and[exciting[possibilities [for[couples.

Thel future! may! seel this becomel al inore
routine[treatment.

In(this[c¢ase,[the ‘mother oflany[¢child born
will[l bel thel recipient[] ofl ] the[] ovarian
transplant, [ Inot[ the['donorlofl the[ tissue.
There is[no[problemlofl ¢astration, neither
for(the[donormor for(the [recipient.

Ourlprayer(is[that InolJonelIshould[be
afflicted 'bylinfertility, but[Wwelarelin[awe
ofl the[modern[capacity[ for[ treatment and
marvel[ atlhow[ Hashem[has[ enabled! this
generation[] to[] become!| closer(] to[! the
blessing| ithat[ Ithere[ Iwill[ lbe[ no[linfertile
peopledmong/is.

[Ed.Thote: Somesources'do saythat P'RUIURVU does
apply(toUwomen, but this factwould not change the
conclusion'here.]

RN DDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (VAYAKHEL)TTriddles:

A'note'about TTriddles: Aswelhavelsaid more/than
oncelin thel past, TTriddles are not| for everyone.
They dre'riddleslabout thelsedral(or, as youwill see,
aboutthe TTlissue'number, the numberlof p'sukim
in(the'sedra,lor about(the Jewish Calendar).[ They
are!_purposelylobscure, tricky, involve! plays on
words(|[[|Hebrew, | English, 1both \together, and
sometimes| Aramaic_and other languages. Unlike
the ParshaPix élementswhich arelmostlyléxplained
inlthe same!issue, TTriddle(solutions are|presented
inlalreportin|the followinglissue [that's what you
are reading now. But know!(too(that(the Solutions
often| contain morel than! just thel answers tol the
TTriddles. ‘There arelmini divrei Torah, Statistics,
andarious|tidbits sprinkled throughout. [So éven if
youlare not al TTriddle( solver, we hopelyou will
readland enjoy and learn' fromthe'TTriddles
Reports.

[171[And [iflnbt[nbw, bthen?
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V'IMOLOOACHSHAYV, OEIMATAIC O
gimatriya[df[this[statement[df[Hillel's
from [Pirkei CAvot s [945,As[in Cthis
week'sT iSsuenlimber.

[2]Shallest@dd[AbundantNumber

InLJ number theory,[Joned of (I the
properties[dfinumbers(that[fislekplored
and[Studied[$[the [dum [dflits[groper
factors.[Proper[factorsloflalnlimber(ate
alllthe holelnumbers[thatwill[divide[al
particular Chumber [Without[leaving[a
remainder [ IincludingCbne, [CbutChot
includingld the[d number[itself.[]For
example, [the[properfctors[dflll5[ake
I,[31lahd Bl [Mheir[stim (i[9 Mhe[pkoper
factorslaf[IR [afe[T] 2] (3] 4] [ahd[él (Their
sum[id[T6.Mhelproperfictors[dflblale
1,2, [ahd 3. Their sbim [4[8.[MVhen [the
sum [off[the [properfctorsidfalnumber
equals[the[humber,[ the[humber[is
called[pkrfect. [flthe [SPFlis[dss [than [the
number, [the[number[id[chlled[dkficient.
If(the [SPF i3 [greater[than [the[dumber,
theldumber[i$[dalled[dbundant.[[i$[d
perfectldumber.[1I50} [deficient.[12[5$
abundant.[112 [ [the[smallest[@bundant
number;[the[dext[few[are[18,20, 24,
30.[Evenlnlimbersbhvelah Céasier” [time
being[dbundant, [since[they[dach[Have
factors[dfll 2] [ahd [bhiflcf[the [nimber.
Alféw[mhore[fictors[ahd[their[slim[chn
easily [gb [above[the[Mumber[ifsef.[Ddd
numbers[have[d[Tharder"[{ime.[The
smallestlabundantloddhlimber[id[G45.

[3]1C0 Parochet,[] Lechem[] HaPanim,
MenoralOil,[AnointingLDil,[Thcense 1]
Highest[pbssible bhnd?

As[vas[inentioned Cin [(#he [ParshaPix

explanations,[the[dpening[portion Lof
Vayakhel[i$ Ibaded [ With[BTs[and[BITs
(or[ESeslahd[ElSes). Specifically, lid [nine
p'sukim[[I8h'mot[35: | | 9 [ITtherelake
4| CALEFTAV QWvords,[As[follows:[14
ETs[dnd[dnother[19[V'ETs(khat's[33
ETswithaISEGOL),2IFl Tslahdahother
6 M'EITs[(that's[B[EI Ts[with @[TZEIREI).
When[the[ALEF[TAV Wordldlihked[td
the[Word[it[ihtroduces[By [ALTMAKAF
(upperldash), It is[voweledwithCh
SEGOL,CETCor[ES.CWhen[it[C3tands
alone,[its[ALEF[Has@TZEIREL [BITdr
EIS,[And[nost[bften[{always?) [has[d
TROPbte.[dThe first[five[ Mishkan
items[that[ale[idtroducedWith [EIT [ale
items[id [the [statement[of[this M Triddle.
InCAshkenazicCpronuntiation,[that
would[be [ five [JACES, [lthe [highest
possible[Band[ih[poker[{using[d[Wild
card[[IWithout[Wild[cards,[the [Highest
hand[isalrbyal fllish).

[4]Wholtdldlybu? Zilpa?

MICHIGIDL'CHAL-CH#0+ 1 0L{50) [
5+3+10+4[(22)[4[30+200(50)(F[122,
which[] isL] theld pasuklcbunt[] for
VAYAKHEL. So too forJ ZILPA,
7+30+80+5EM22.

[5]CAndLG[d[hardened[Rar'o's[heart;
AndHelcbnfusedlthe Egyptianlchmp

More[§imatriya.[Fach[bf[ these[fwo
partial [plsukim[tbtals @H5.

[6] [dhhs alcbppery fihish

Thel sedra.[d Thed lastC] word[ is
NECHOSHET.

[7]CAdar [ [the[12thChonth,[the[8th
month, (the[7th[Conth,[2he[3econd
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month, ahd the filst[Mdonth.[Howlsbd?

Adarlidithe[IRth[monthlcbunting[Nisan
as[the[first. [t [ [the [dth [thonth [H[We
counttrom[Tishrei.LThese[dre[both
reasonable [Ways[to[dount[the [first
based[1on[1HACHODESHLIHAZEH
LACHEM[ROSHCHODOSHIM[4nd
the[kecond[based[bn[tounting[ the
monthsLbfLany [3pecificyear.Ldf[the
names [ofthe[mhonthsatelrbarrangedid
order[dfltheir[gimatriya, [With (TISHREI
atlthedopLWvith (9 10@nd[AVEt[dhe
bottom [Ldf[the [Mst[With (3 [{quite[the
range), [then [ADAR [with 206 [iS[the[Zkh
month [oh [the [ikt. (4 [alphabetical [drder
(Hebrew),[ADAR [Slsécond[tb[AV.[And
in[Bnglish,[ADAR [Heads[the st [ak[the
firstCmonth. LYYW Land LIMM/Bklyn,
probablytheltolalltimetbp MTriddle
solvers,[id[aHdition [t [gktting[the [dther
TTriddles,[dxplained[this[dnelaks[Being
related (o[ the[Hour[Rosh[[HaShanas
presented[ih[the[dpening[iishna[bf
Masechet[ lRosh[JHaShana.[JCounting
from[MishreilandMisan, We've[already
done.[ Counting[] from[] the[ Rosh
HaShanalfbr[Maaser[B'heima,[Adarli$
the[Vth[Chonth,ChindCEounting[drom
Sh'vat,[it[i$[the [Second.[Be[dnswered
its[Being[the[first[mhonth [ak [the [first[df
theltivol[Adars.

[8]Unexplainedsfdom [the [PhrshaPix

Thelpomegranate[With[the létter[TAV
on[litClrepresents[lthe [J400LJ(TAV)
RIMONIMLhentionedLih [he [haftara.
TheyMereldbcorative.

Theldnionahd[the[@anadaDryldgolgb
together.[Theldnion[(3[(BATZAL.[And
Canada[Dry's[chost[fimous[droduct[is

ginger[ALE.[Taken[together[I[Ilising
onionlihstead[dflginger, sb[tb[sheak 1]
giveslus[alsbundalike [fbr[the [Mame[df
thethiefCArtisan[Cbf[ the[Mishkan[T]
B'TZALEL.

Onlpage[250h[ThstlWeek's(TTWas[4
visual CITTriddle[konsisting[lof [ khree
items.[AnCdnion[{noldonnection[this
time [do [B'tzalel), (4 [Kiwilfruit,[dnd [
cluster[oflUgrapes[with[anCarrow
pointing[tb[dnelsingle[grape.[BATZAL
=0 2+90+3000 =01 122.00 KIwIO =
100+6+6+10[2[122.[BINAV [(5rape) (3
70+50+2[1=[1122.00The[lnumberUof
p'sukim id MAYAKHEL.

P'KUDEI Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Retrospective: From
Servitude to Sinai

Context: In retrospect, the book of
Sh'mot reflects that the Jewish nation is
born through a two stage process, with
the road to Sinai passing through Egypt.
The Exodus and Revelation are both
clearly portrayed in the Torah as critical
components in the formation of our
national character.

Questions: Why are the Exodus and
Revelation both essential to the birth of
the Jewish nation? Is there a philosoph
ical continuum between these two
events that might inform our lives today?

Approaches:

A. At first glance, the questions raised
seem clearly rhetorical. The Torah itself
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openly elucidates lessons to be learned
from each of these monumental events
and rabbinic literature is replete with
additional observations.

The existence of God; God's hand in
history; our obligation to be kind to
strangers; the equality of our personal
origins; gratitude to God for our freedom;
the recognition that true freedom carries
obligations; the transience of seemingly
powerful empires; the primacy of law
these are only a some of the
foundational ideas so clearly conveyed by
the two powerful experiences which
shape the earliest moments of our
national history.

B. And yet, perhaps an even more basic
observation can be made about the
nature of our early national journey,
inspired by a parallel, yet quieter journey:
the individual passage of the potential
convert who wishes to join the Jewish
nation today.

The question is raised in the Talmud:
Where does the potential convert begin?
What is the first step along the path
towards conversion to Judaism?

One would assume the answer to be
obvious: the journey should begin with
elucidation of the mitzvot. After all, what
defines Judaism if not the Torah and its
laws? Shouldn't the initial requirement
for entry into a nation forged at Sinai be
the understanding and acceptance of the
law given at Sinai? Nothing else would
seem appropriate.

The rabbis, however, disagree. In a
striking Talmudic passage they clearly
outline the first step a potential convert
must take:

"If a prospective proselyte comes to
convert in this day, we say to him: 'What

did you perceive that prompted you to
come? Did you not know that the Jewish
people are afflicted, oppressed, down
trodden and harassed and that
hardships are regularly visited upon
them?'

If the individual responds: 'l know, and |
am unworthy [of sharing in their
hardships],’ we accept him immediately
[as a potential convert worthy of
education] and we inform him of some
'minor’ mitzvot and some 'major’
mitzvot..."

Apparently the rabbis feel that there is a
prerequisite to the acceptance of
mitzvot. Before an individual can begin
to accept the Torah, he must first meet
the challenge of belonging; he must first
be willing to throw his lot in with the
Jewish people, whatever trials that choice
might produce, whatever difficulties
might ensue.

C. What, however, is the basis of this
rabbinic position? What source can the
Talmudic scholars cite to support their
confident claim that conversion to
Judaism must begin with the choice to
"belong"?

The answer, it would seem, is powerfully
simple. The rabbis believe that the initial
journey of an individual who wishes to
join the Jewish nation must mirror the
initial journey of the nation itself.

As stated above, the Jewish nation is
born through a two stage process. Before
we could arrive at Sinai, God challenged
us with participation in the Exodus.
Before we could experience Revelation we
had to choose to "belong" to the Jewish
people. Each of us had to throw our lot in
with our fellow Israelites, to leave the
familiar and travel into the unknown, to
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follow the leadership of a relative
stranger towards a destiny shrouded in
mystery. The Midrashic tradition that
only a fraction of the Israelites actually
followed Moshe into the wilderness
reflects a keen awareness of the difficulty
of this decision.

The rituals of the conversion process, as
we have seen, are derived from the
experience of the Israelites immediately
prior to and during the Revelation at
Sinai. The first step towards conversion,
however, like the first step of our
national journey, is rooted in the Exodus.

Reaching across the ages, the journey of
the book of Shmot speaks to us clearly.
First you must choose to "belong."

[Parsine [Peints o Pencler
Suggestedlahswers

1) Olhe[5'fornoChnswers[that[ these
words[dome[to[deachLis[that[ds[the
artisans[Worked[dn [the[Mishkan[they
continuously [dctually [dtated[that[they
wereldoing[this[Work[atcording[tbthe
commandsof LG [D [lto[IMosheto
reinforcelthat[their(ork[Was[fbr[the
sake[Jof(Heaven[Chnd[hot[for[hny
personallgin ol athievement.

2)[The[Ohr[HaChayim[deaches[fhat
this[aktually[skrves(ak[alsburce[fbrlthe
conceptof[alllthe [JJewish[Cpeople
unifying[to [flfill Cthe [Torah [ds [dldnit.
Therel] are[] mitzvotl] whichd are
exclusively[fbr[ohe, [dthers[fbrWomen,
somelforltheKohanim,letc.lahd bblohe
person[chnlcbmpletelthelehtire Morah.
However,[wvel kee[ from[this[erse
whichldredits[dllkraelfbrLdoingLthe
work[that[the[itzvotCwhich[Cone

person[does[dan[dount[fbrlthe[dther
person[] wholl cannot[] fulfillL] that
particulariditzva.

3) MheRlambanlekplainsthatltheWords
AND[LHELITOOK Ldescribe[ IMoshe
taking[the[fablets[from[h[tlosetLin
which bk kkptlthem [uhtillthis[Arontas
constructed.[ThisLdemonstrates[that
Moshe,[on[hisLdwn,[putltheLuchot
away,[ldemonstrating[khe[keverence
which[Moshehhdfdrthem.

Albatross

Fromthe(Booklof Animals by John Lloydand John
Mitchinson, published by Faber & [Faber Ltd

20[spbecies, [from[gull[size[tb[dne[With
an[l I'LJ(3.3m) Cwingspan...Ckhey LHly
furtherland[fbr Ibnger[than[ahy [fAmily
of[Hirds...[sbmeldrclelthe Whole[Earth
inéss[thanDlchonths...[sbmelchn [sbar
for[L3ix[days[WithoutHlapping[their
wingsLbnce...[.the[Joung[Wandering
Albatrosslchnlgétlairbornahdstay[aloft
for[I0Lykars, [uhtil[id's [rkady [t [blreed...
theylehtlat[séa, [sleep[id [flightWith[ehch
halfldfltheir [Brains[taking[thirns[thrning
on[ahd[dff...very[Well[developed[sknse
oflsiell...[chnfihdfdod [ahd [nksting[site
from[ohiles[away...[chate [fbr [Iife...[Have
unique[methodldflcbmmunicationWith
mates[] after[] long[] periods[] of
separation...[they[rhise[dhelchick[elvery
twolylears, [Both[parents[thking[durns
on[the[dest[dnd[dearchingfbrfbod...
willlckgularly [ttavel [althousand [mdiles [td
feed[their[chick[dne[mouthful [dffdod...
lifelelkpenctancy [df[6D[ykars...[breed[sb
slowly[] that[] they[] facel] possible
extinction... It [id [allchyth [that[Killing[ah
albatross[brings[bad uck [1ITin [fact,
British [shilors[rkgularly [Killed [them [fbr

food[And[Ho[nake[pipesHrom[their
bones...Mhelsliperstitious bklieflthatlah
albatross[s[ the[Feincarnation[bf[Lh
drowned[sailor[persists[lin[Jsome
cultures...
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