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A FreshRetrospective

Usually, [iflid[When [ybu [ale[rkading[these [Words, [chther [than[When[they Were
written, [that[id[significant. [(This[time, [thke [nbte [that[this [Cead Midbit hhs begun
DURING [the[Burim[Seuda, [ahd[dontinues[tb [(He [Written [as[Burim[day[tlirns
into[the[pre[Besachlskason.It[id[Heing[Written [after [thost[df[the (World'sJéws
have[shid[MHITRA'OT [td [Purim 877 | [ahd[anly [Welid Jérusalem[at-e still[id [the
Purim[ohode.[Bven[ih [Hawaii, [Where[Shabbat[lingers[about[12 [Hours[Beyond
our[Havdalal(bfldourse, [it[also [Heginslabout 12 Hiter [than[ih (I$rael), Burim[i3
more[than [hhlf[aldhy[id [the [phst. [Butlid Merushalayim, [ak [off [this Writing, [Purim
is[still[lingingtd lour thoughtslahd fdelings.

BeforeWeldok fbrward[td Phrshat[Phra,[HaChodesh, [the[nhonth [df[Nisan,ahd
Pesach, [dt's[tdke[alldok [at[alphenomenon [df[to[ahd [alhhalf[mhellenialago, [that
is [still [I$Adly (TAlive [ahd [well[id [the [ehd [of [the [BBth [ckntury [(What[mhost[df[the
world(chllsthe 2l st).

Haman Lik[dlevated 1o [d[position Laf[Righ (Aonor;[dne Ldf[Ris[preqsLik[dhat
everyone[mhust[Bow/[tb [Him.[Mordechaildoes[dot.[This[does[dot[ilnmediately
catch[Haman's[attention.[Rather[id[id [the [dthers[dflthe king's[idner[circle[Who
notice[Mordechai'snbtBbwingfdom [their [prostratelpkerspective. Mhey[abk him
repeatedly [[IHaily [([TWhy[He [does[dotHowLih [flilfillment[dflthe [King's[drders.
Megila[dommentaries[sluggestMarious[answers[He[gives[them[[the [dommon
threadloflthem idvolvesMordechai's[dwishness.

Thatl[thisWould[idk[Haman[iS[uhderstandable.[But[hk[doesn'tleven nbtice... [ykt.
Butlik[dlsolirks[dhelLdthers.[DifferentLpeople Livith Ldifferent[backgrounds,

perhaps, [cégular[pkople. Nicelpkople. [ulturedlpkople. Who khows? Word ! of the Month eRKATILANOT, Ehe ErachalzhidBnly
oncelalyear, [during[Mlissan,[dn[ftuit[trees[ih [(Blossom 14 [domingdp.[The

JerusalemShabbatlid/outltimesfdr Sh'mini[Para possible [@roblem [this[year [i$ [that[Missan [(Has (HBeen (elayed" By (the [Year's
5-18 716:3 1 ) twol[Adars.[It[ [Wise, [(then, [fbr [s [to [ty (fbr [this[B'racha[@s[darly [ih [the
(seelphgeBfor(dktherzhanim) month [df[Nlisan[ak [plossible. I [nhight bl [that [mhany [ftuit [ttees [Wil| (He [(beyond

Checkedlahddbuble[checked[for [ParshatSh'mini[IPara their[flowering[skage Tter[ih [Misan.[This[i$ [a[Heads up [fbr[those [ho [dre

enthusiastic[about[this[B'rachal(hs[We[all[should[Be).[Dnceltheflowershave =&z
fallen (from[dhe [drees[And[dhe [fruits [(Have [(Begun [fo [develop,[the [B'racha
cannotlbk[shid. [WeWill lhhve [mhore[an [this [tbpic [Y"H[id [nkxt eek's idsue.
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Champion 3 letter word is a palindrome

350 5th Ave,, Machu Picchu, Grand Canyon, Taj Mahal..

| Yochanan Gamliel went to a Simchat Torah Brit |

| First Korean American!to be mayor af a'major UScity |

Mother [of Mriton, [Proteus,Nereid... |

no cruel & unusual punishment

It'smentionedlid[thesédra;lits (1

isltheabsolute [drgestblitlrélatively
thelsinallest

Great WalllofIChina,[Stonehenge, [Statue
oflLiberty,[Panama[Canal,[Sydney[Opera
House, [Pink and 'White Terraces NZ...

t& Oneldflthe[Best[Ways[tb[dppriseld
man Lbf[ the[Hoolishness[bf[his[Agruel]
ment[id(td @llow [him [tb [keep [oh (Building
upon[it[By[émphasizing[And[dxpanding
itsCkeveral Choints[Clintil, CinCkhe Chery
process[dflhagnification, [His[Blown[dp
absurdities[strikehim[id [the [fce.
From{('A[Candle[byDay"byRabbiBhragaBilverstein

ACandlelbyDay@ThelAntidoteTheWorldbfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[054[209[8200
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LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

Whatweldo kkhow/(idlthat[theselpkople
toldCHaman[Chbout[Mordechai's[hot
bowing[tb [Him.[And[this[filled[Hlaman
with[age.[But[the[people ho[dold
Haman [about[Mordechailmhade [alpoint
of [telling[Maman [that[(MordechailWas
Jewish [ahd[that[his [rkfusal [tb [How [Was
based[dn[His[Judaism.[And[so[Haman
was[Ibathe[tb [dive [the [theglomaniac's
reactionLof(offLivith [Ris[head".[INot
enough Hor [dhisCihsolent[hon (Bower-.
Haman[desired[tb[destroy[dvery[mhan,
woman,[AndCthild(1TTthe Chation Cbf
Mordechai.

But[if[doesn't[stop[there.[(Haman[gbes
tolthekinglahd[gkts(rbyallabproval[fbr
hisCplot[to Lkill Al Cthe Jewslin[the
kingdom.[Why[vould[4[king[teadily
agreeltd[siichaldhstardly[plan?[Qould[id
be[herely[the[Promise[df[dilver?[Or
was[there[domeldeep[hatred[df[the
Jewsithin him [a$ well?

And[What[dbout[the Thormal"[deople
of [ the[ kingdomvhovere[ooking
forward[to[thel[great[day[df[kill Cthe
Jews".[[Maybe[ltCvasCImpossible[to
rescind[d[doyal[decreel{idiotic,[ho?),
but[decent[geople[shouldn't[bin [ih ]
especially [When[Haman [Was[Ibng[gone
by [the [time [the [appointed[dhychme.

Changel[the[dames,[places,[dnd [dimes
and Welatelstill [describingalJéw [(Bhtred
that[id[still tith [uk.

Our[dbservance[df[Burim [k forever.
WelWill always[cklebrate[G[d's[bhnd[id
ourvictories.[1But[JPurim'sCJsober
(pardon[theldhoice[df[Words)Lsideli

with (s (T Ht[Ikast[until(the[Complete

Geula.

Now, let'sClook[Chhead.[With[ur
calendar[CAnd[(Rowards[the utureGin
general.

Parshat[Baralid [durrkminder[tb [purify
ourselves.[To["tlean[Up[dur[akt".[Blot
justiWith [the [dtual [df[the[Para[Bduma
potion,[butlid[alcbmplete[spiritual aay.
The[Baftaraltalks[dbout[d[dew[Heart
and[d[dew[dpirit.[Th[dalks (dbout[dur
being[ihfused With LG [d's[dpirit,[dbout
keepinglthe Morah, about[iVing[id [Eletz
Yisrael.

[tCinspiresLlis[to[$ee[the Llipcoming
month [df[Nlisan [ahd[tb [strengthen [dur
commitment[td[Gldlahdlourlrésolveltd
become[Better[deopleIHs [ihdividuals
and[as[alnhtion.

Parshat[Phralislthe["getlréady" [phrsha.

HaChodesh [after[it [ [the (get[skt". [
Para[focused[dn[dheihdividual Jew's
purification] process,[ ] HaChodesh's
focuslidloh [nhtional [cébirth. Iflwelcbuld
dolelverythingldver,[How[Would[Weldo
it[better[thistimealound?Mhelclockld
set[Back[tb[the[st[days[ih [(Mitzrayim.
Welrkceivelthe[firsticbmmunal [mhitzva,
wel Feceive[ the[brders[bf[ the[Hay
(night) [fbr[the [Exodus. 18 [shringtime
and[rkbirth[id[id [the[alr.[Thelchallenge
is[dot[isttb[beenthere,[did[it", [(Hut
tolskeleverythinglak[aldew[experience
and[tb[hake[the [dght[choices,[day[By
day.

Andlthen e[bhveal"go" fdrNisan.
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Sh'mini
Parshat PARA

26th Lo (54 [sddras; 3td [of [T0 [id (Vayikra
Written [oh [157.2 (lides [id [aITdrah, [rdnk: (42
6 (Parshiyot; BLapen, BLchsed

91 [psukim [ikAnks [4] st [(4th [id [(Vayikra)
1238 Lwhrds [TT41 st [(§th (i [Vdyikra)

4670 [ekters (1141 st [(3th i (Vyikra)
tied Lwith [Chukat, [more [psukim, (elwer [wbrds

MITZVOT

|7 Litzvot o (81 3; [1pdsitive; LL] [ptohibitions

Sh'mini & [ParalISTATS

Sh'mini[id [the[Shabbat[after [Besach
in[all[112 [chonth [ylears[(keven [year[]
types).[Theymhakeup[&B. | 6% [off [the
years.[ID [of[elery TP [ykar(cjcle.

In[IB[honthlykars, [Sh'minilid[either
Paraldr[HaChodesh. [1t[i3 [Para i [4
of[dhe[deven[year[types[df[Shana
M'uberet.[20.5 | % [df[all[years. It [is
HaChodeshin[khe[other[khree
year[types.[6.32%[cf all lykars.

Paralmatchesup Lwith[Ki[ITisa
(41.81%),NayakhelL(hlone,[3.31%),
Vayakhel [P'kudeil](18.05%),[1Tzav
(16.32%),ahdSh'minil(20.51%)

Aslyouldan[ske,[this[ylear's[thatch[
upli$ [Approx.[dncelih[Blyears[{bn
average).[[hst[time [Was[5768, [three

1

yearslago.[Nextls¢heduled:[5V74.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:Y[{Z)] [@nd 5> [X:Y [{Z)] Ghdicate
start[bflh[Cparsha[p’tuchalbr[k’'tuma
respectively. (X:Y [k [Perek:Pasuk Cof(Hhe
beginningLlofthe [parsha; [1(Z) ClisClthe
number [df[plsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets][dre[the
Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer[HaChinuchTAND
Rambam’s[]Sefer (1 HaMitzvot.[1A=ASEI
(positive [thitzva); [(Il=LAV [{prohibition) (T[]
Rambam[countsUlpositives[1(248) Cland
prohibitions[(B65) [separately. (X:Y [ [the
pereklahd[phsuk flom Mhich[the mitzvalid

counted.

Kohen([IErst[Aliya
| 6 [plsukim [[19t | [T6

[S> 9:1O031)] Onlthel8thOday,
AharonllwasllcommandedQtolotfer
thel firstd setd ofll sacrificesl (not
countinglthelkorbanotOthatOwere
broughtl duringl thell previous
preparatoryll week).0 Specifically,
"personal"0korbanotlMandEIGEL
(calf)laslalCHATATDandOanOAYIL
(ram)thsthnOLAH.

ThenlthelPeoplelofferlhlgoatas
CHATATMhndhkalflhndthOamblhs
OLOT.0ThenOalbulllandOram0Oas
SH'LAMIM.

Ponder this... [k lobvious”
that[(the (CHATAT CbfCACtalf[Gs[An
atonement[fbr[the[Sin[df[the[Golden
Calflahd/or[ah[iddication[that[G [d[hhs
forgiven Lthe[peoplefor[Hhe[Golden
Calf.[Ih[dneldontext[the [Golden[Talf
was[kalled[I'the[kalf[(fthat[JAharon

OUlisraelllCenterrT(b49 © 5 ™ ThelSh'minilllParalb7710dssue

made".[Therefore, [ the[talfCbn[the
Eighth[Day[idhis[GHATAT. Mhe[chlflcf
thelpeoplelis[ah [OLAH, [rhther[than[a]
CHATAT.LJOLAHOisCbrought[Cfor
thoughts[dfldertainlsins;[CHATATLS
for[dcts.[Those[df[BneiYisraellwho
DID CWwhatever Cve [Will Ctall Cit, Cthe
EIGEL, (Were[killed.CThe[test[Cdf[lis

were[1'guilty" [bflindecision, fence[]

sitting, [donfusion Tkins"[df[thought.
Ourlchlfiwasah[@lah.[Aharon's[OLAH
was[d[dam,[deminding s [df[Akeidat
Yitzchak.[Nlo[sln[aksociated [With[that.
(Olahl[dot[dlways[dboutldin.)[Dur
CHATAT [Wasalgbat, [rkminding [uk [df
ourfdrmerlcbllectivelsinofthe [sélling
of Yoseflahd[deception[dfYlaakovmith
thehklplofigbat’sblood.

SDT: Thel Kohen \Gadoll removeshis

goldigarments|beforelenteringlthe Holy lof
Holieslon)Yom | Kippur, 1 becausel  the
"accuserldoes ot become(the defender".

Whythenwould we hot inakel the $ame
argumentlagainstl Aharon's offeringlofla

calflasla'Korban? [Rashilindicates thatthe
supersensitivityl linvolved| | herel lapplies

inside the Mikdash's Cinner sanctum, [but
notloutsidel(atthe Mizbei'ach).

Here'slalgenerallanswer(to[this[question
and|others.[Hornsfrom[thelbovinefamily
of animalsarelInot[acceptableasla
Shofar. On(thelother hand,look at(these
korbanot.[\And[ithe Jfactthat the\Para
Adumais[ considered! an atonement!( for
thelGolden Calf.

ThelK.G.didn't enter"linward" with(gold,
butlwhat[\greeted| \him inside[ lwas[an
ARONplated I with[gold, [ goldrings,
gold(coveredipoles, lalsolidlgold lid, land
K'RUVIMof'gold.

Bottom!line: 1L Gld[ commands s to luse

gold, (weluselit. [If Helsays[no, weldon't.
Calf [cow, ves, [no. Finelwithlus. YesIAND
no, just s Gld commands. Apply[your
ownllogicland!do whatyouldecidelis best
[IWRONG. [Notluptous. [Halachaftells s
whatlislappropriate.

Carrying[this[d[step [flirther[ihto[the
realm [3f(MASHAL IHnalogy.[BRicture
this:

Alninelykar[aldbby[idldft[home[alone
while[Bis[parents[dre[dut[Shopping.
They[rkturn(ah[hourIdter[tb [find[dut
how [their[sbn[spbentHis[timelih[their
absence.[HelWas[Busy [With[His[dew
box[df[128[CQrayolaldrayons,drawing
beautiful Cdolorful Cpictures...[alICdver
thelkitchen's[White [Walls. [After[yklling
atlthelkid, [haking[him [clean[the [Walls,
and[groundingLhim[CLintilLChis[BOth
birthday,[the[parents[do[two,[deem[]
ingly [dontradictory[things.[Birst,[they
confiscate [His[cdrayons [Tifllthis[id [What
youldo [@ith[them, lybulshall[Hot[Have
them![And[then,[the[dext[dfternoon,
they [sit[the[Hoy[down [at[the [Kitchen
table, [glve (him [skveralsheets[df[phper
and[réturn(bis(ctayons[td him. Butlnbt
for[hisLownLlise.[He [k [do [dise [his
crayons[tb[drawldome[dice,[dolorful
picturesWhich [they Wil [l [thke[dver
tolthelsknior[cltizen's[rbsidencelid [the
neighborhood[ahd[brighten[up [thelrkc
room [thereWith[the dFawings.

Should[the [Boy [Rave [uked[His[clayons
toMritelah[abology[tb [his[phrents fbr
his[chisdeed? [Nlo. [Better [use[algen[dr
aldpencil. dThelcrayonsare[dtoo
sensitive.[They[aleabsociated [With[(his
"sin".[But, [ak[His[garents'Ccommand",
heldses[those[Mery[dame[drayons[tb

OUlisraellCenterITb49 © 6 ™ [rhelsh'minillParalb771(ssue



effect AMIKUN [fbr[What[He[bhd[done

wrong.

So[too,[gold[dodndlgoldes.[Cow
horn[do,[dnd[dalf/cowLdfferings[yes.
And, [Similarly [IlHAnd Cdhost[decently (1]
eating[dndLdrinking, Ldo [ldn[Taanit
Esther,[to[Chtone forChnd[Ckffect[h
TIKUN cfltheihproper, idappropriate
eatinglLlandCldrinking[Cht[JAchashveil]
rosh'sL]parties. LJAND, eating[]and
drinking, C)YES,Ceven[to[Excess,[bn
Purim[day, (for[the [dame[dtonement
and[thelsame[TIKUN.[BastingLhen
required[AND [eating/drinking[fbr[the
sake[[df[Heaven, @And'SHEIMMITZ [
VA, [are[Hoth [the[proper[thing[tb[do.
Butlweldon't(makeltheselthings[upldn
ourdwn (e fdllow @ [d'slcbmmands.

Levi[IStcond[Aliya
7 [plsukim 19t 1 723

ThelTorahltontinuestheldetailsbf
thelopeninglsetloflsacrifices,lthe
accompanyinglMincha,OthelSh'lall
mim,0 whatl partsll goll onl the
Mizbei'ach. This0 shortl Aliya
concludesliwithOAharonlraisinglhis
hand(s)dolthelpeoplelbndlblessing
them.

The[Torah[spelled MADAV, [his[hhnds,
without[thelskcond[MUD, [haking[the
word[dresemble CDYADO, ChhisChand.
From[Herelcbmes(theltiadition[dflthe
kohanim[holding[their[Cltwo[hands
together[] as[] onel] during[] Birkat
Kohanim.

SDTY: BaallHaTurim(saysthat!thelthree
parts! (3 p'sukim) [ of!| Birkat | Kohanim

correspond|tothelthreelkinds of korbanot
that 4haron brought bnthis(first daylof
officiallfunctioningl ofl the Mishkan. May
Gldbless youland|protect You... fromlsin
(CHATAT), 'the second pasuklisesWwords
thattielin With{OLAH, land the(SHALOM
of ! thelll finalll pasuk(] corresponds(] to
SH'LAMIM.

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
| 2[plsukim 19124 [10: | |

All Divinel Firell descendedl and
consumedl everythingll onll the
Mizbei'llach.0Thelpeoplelreacted
tolthisOmiraclelwithOpraiselto0GOd
andlfeverencelforHim.

ThenNadavlhndOAvihu,twolkons
ofl Aharonll (wholl hadll been
assistingll Aharon),0 tookl censers
withl firel andll offeredl incense
beforell GOd.O Thel fired wasl their
own,hotlthatbfltheMizbei’ach.[A
Divinel Firel struckl theml dead,
consumingll themlO fromlO within,
leaving them outwardly unmarked.

Moshe'swordslofllconsolationdto
Aharonl arell metll withll Aharon's
silence.0Moshelcallstwolcousins,
Misha'elll andll Eltzafan,O sonsl of
Uziel,olfemovelthelbodies.

«[That[Aharon[Would[dot[He[allowed
to[become [ TAMEIto[his[$ons[ds
known[from khe[FulesCbf[C Kohein
Gadol.[But[deither (Wvere[Elazar[dnd
Itamar[allowed[tb[teénd[tb[the[Hodies.
Although[deither [Was[alKohein [gadol,
they[had[Been[ahointed[tb[the[ldhuna
which[dave[dhem[the[Status[of[KG.
Hence,[thelcbusins, Who ereLkviyim
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had[td bk [chlled.

*[Accordinglto[the[dpinion[that[the
8th[Hay[tefers[to[ the[Bth[ Hay[ bf
Nissan, [k [Olvas[Misha'el[And [(Eltzafan
wholvere[dn[dheir[deventh[day [bf
ritual Cmpurity [(from[dontact[do[he
bodies[af[Nladavahd[Avihu, Who [Were
theldnes[Who[Ctomplained"[tb[Moshe
about[dot[Heinglable[tb [participatelih
Korban[Besach[(the[firstlahnualldne).
TheyOwere[1"rewarded" CwithCthe
parshal[df[Besach[Sheini,[set[down[ih
the[TorahinCthe[tontext[bftheir
story.[Accordingltdtheldther[dpinion,
the[geopleMho [shid[IAMA[RIGARA
werelakhers[thatiwereMAMEI]

(Almostl in0 reactionl tol the
tragedy,)l thell Torahl nextl sets
downlseverallrulesl(mitzvot)dfor
kohanim,l0 tol savell them0O from
endangeringltheir{lives.0Kohanim
maylnotOenterdtheOMikdashOwith
longl hairll (al monthlyl trim0 was
required) [149,L163 10:6],0 nor
withl tornl garments [150,L164
10:6].0 Theyl mayll notl leavel the
Mikdashll whilell performingll their
sacredbwvork [151,L165 10:7].

[P> 10:80 (4)]0 Furthermore,
kohanimll mayll notll enterll the
Mikdashll  whilell underll the
influencelbfliwine [152,L73 10:8].
Violationsl ofll any[ ofll thell above
wouldbelalshowloflldisrespectlto
GId. [Somelcbmmentatorsl[idferfitom
this[Thst[prohibition[dhat[Nadav[dnd
Avihu[hadCdrunkQvine [(before[ they
entered[the[Mishkan.[Others[bffer
differentlréasonsforltheirldeaths.]

MitzvaWatch

With [Mitzva[#152[above, [We[Have[ah
example[(therelatelokhers)[dflalnhitzva
thatlbhs[alspecific, bhrrowlcbntextlahd
applicationffom[the[Torah,[But[the
scope[dflthe[hitzvalik[thuch Livider.
The[Written (Word[fbrbids[d[Kohen
from[dbing[sicred(sérvicehilehhving
recently [drunk[wine.[Skfer[HaChinuch
gives[d[decondldefinition[fbrLhitzva,
based[bn[dhe[Oral[law.[Namely,[d
halachic[duthority [thay [dot[dender[d
decisionJ(psak) Clwhile(Junder[the
influencelaflalcohol. [(Itlstems that[this
prohibition[does[dot[dpply[do[divrei
Torah[and[the[like[[IBnly[tb (Halachic
decisions.) [This[prohibition [ [NOTal
case[bf[ Rabbinic[kxtension[bf[ the
scopeldf[Torah[law[{herelalelplenty
examples[of[that); [idid[phrtoffthe [Oral
Law[oh[theD’Oraitaldvel.

Itk [furtherlhteresting[to [dote[that
the[Befer(HaChinuch, Cwhose[final
paragraph [dfldach[Mitzvalpresents[its
applicability [IWho,[When, [ahd[Where,
says[that[this[thitzva[]ll 52] Epplies[tb
men[dndWomen[ih[the[time[df[the
Beit[HaMikdash, (that [k [(for [the (first
partldflthelmhitzva.[As[tb[the[skcond
application [of[the [mitzva, [this, [shys[the
Chinuch,@pplies[h @Il [dimes[dnd Il
places,[tb[mhen[AND [Women [Wholale
qualified[tb[rknder[Halachic[decisions.
Noteworthy[lisCthat[ khe[IChinuch,
approx.[800[ykars[ago, [akknowledged
the[Permissibility Léf[d[voman[Being
qualified[tb [Joskin[Halacha.[MVe[Have
yetl[tb[datch[p [t [(Him,[But[thereli$
progresslidthat[dlrection.
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SDT: Twoloflthelother "traditions "ds o

whatNadav'andAvihuldidivrongarelthat
theyldecided al pointlof halachalon!their
own, inUithe presencellof Itheir|1"rebbi"
(Moshel Rabeinu), Land that they[did not
consult! Iwithlanyonel linl[this[ 1halachic

matter. Utlbehoovesus(follearnld(serious,

soberingllesson {amonglothers) fromLall
of 'thel possiblel flawsin[ theactions of
Nadav! and! Avihu. Onelmust! bel careful
when it lcomes| tol deciding[ thel correct
halachal] forl] oneselfll and [ his[ family.

Consulting'alRavlislalgood"habit”.

R 'vi'i[[Eburth[Aliya
4[plsukim [IIID: 1 2115

[P> 10:120 (9)] Moshell next
commandsl Aharon,l Elazar,0 and
ItamarltoleatdthedMinachotOand
partslofllthelvariouslofferingsl of
thelday.O(Somelwasltoldbeleaten
onlylbylthem,linOthelarealoflthe
Mishkan;0 otherll partsll couldl be
takenl “home”l and sharedl with
theirl families.)d Thisd wasll an
unusuall command,0sincel gener(
ally,lkohanimOwhobthavelbufteredlh
closelllossdwoulddnotleatdoflithe
sacredlfoodslonOtheldayloflthe
burial.0 Nonetheless, Moshel tells
theml( that hell wasl thusll coml
mandedloliellthem.

€hamishiiGth(Aliya
5[plsukim[IIID: 1 620

Whenll Moshel realizesll thatll the
CHATA’OTU (sinl offerings)d were
burned,hellgetsthngrylwith[Elazar
andl Itamarl (andd Aharon,l says
Rashi,d butll tol avoidO all brotherd

brotherlconfrontationdanddshaml
ingllAharon,0IMoshelladdresseslhis
nephews)l forl notl eatingl ofll the
korbanot,lasltheylwerelinstructed
tolldo.0Aharonlldefendshissons'
behaviorll byll explainingl thatl the
losslofltheirlbrotherswouldmake
all "businessl asl usual"l attitude
unacceptabledl inl GIOd'sO eyes.
MoshelhcceptslAharon'siwords.

Shishi [[8ixch[Aliya
32[plsukim [Tl : 1 32

[P> 11:10028)]0Twolandlalhalf
sedrasl devoted( toll sacredll meat
(i.e.Dkorbanot),landnowlwelhave
thelpresentationlbflthelhnimalsive
maylhndnayhotlEat.

Thereli$[d[Mheat"[Parallelldmong[the
beginning[dflthe[Hook[df[Mayikra,the
story[dffNlo'ach[ilnmediately [after [the
Flood,ahd[the[first[Drder[df(Mishna.
Our[dntediluvian[{before[the[Flood)
predecessorsWereldot[germitted[tb

eat[mheat.[Dnly[Nlo'ach [IAFTER [dffer[]

ing[Korbanotloflthe kbsher[ahimalslah
the[Teival[{Ark) [Ho [G [d[TMvas[gdiven
permission[tb[eht[mheat, [plovided[that
the[ahimal[Be [dead first, (Before[thking
its[meat. [d [dther Mords, [uking[ahimals
forLkacred[purposes[then[hllowed
personal, [profaneluke. [That's[What[wWe
find[ihMayikra.[Mwo[ahd[alHalf[skdras
of [(Korbanot[ROLLOWED [By [(these
are[the[dnimalsyoulthay[dat..."[And
this [i8 (What[We[find[ih [Mishna.[Seder
Kodashim [(bth[df[the[8[drders[dflthe

Mishna),[Begins[Wvith[Masechet[Z'vall
chim hich Cdeals Qvith (@nimal [dacrild]
fices,[thenM™asechet[M'nachot[I8ffer ]

ings[from [the[PlantLWvorld[{blive[dil,
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flour,[ivine...),[And[(#hen[IAndCdnly
then,Masechet[Chullin With [thelAws
of[ditual [slaughter, [cheat[ih [rhilk, [and
various[dther[mhitzvot[delating[tb[the
"secular"[ubelofahimals.

Therel isl all positivell mitzval to
checkOthelsignsOofllkashrutdofla
mammalltoldeterminelitsdkashrut
status [153,00A149 11:2].01t0is
forbiddenltoleatdofllanimalsOthat
lackDonelotOthelsignsofllkashrut
(splitthoofllandOcudlchewing),land
ofll course,dthoselthatOlackOboth]
[153,00A149 11:2].0 Thell Torah
namesl threell animalsl thatd chew
their cuddbutl doldnotOhavelsplit
hoovesll M thel camel,0 shafan,
arnevet,lJandldonelthatOhasOalsplit
hoofllbutlisnotOalruminentdthe
pig.0WelmaylnotleatOtheirdmeat,
andl handlingl theirll carcasses
rendersl onell TAMELQ ritually
unclean.

Likewise,l onell isll requiredd to
examinellfishlforscalesdandOfins
[155,A152 11:9].0It0isOforbidden
tolleatllnonlkosher(fish [156,L172
11:11].

MitzvaWatch

Think[Chbout[this:[1f[L khe[dTorah[bnly
prohibited [ fish[ without[d scales[] (for
example) Chnd[ChotCtommanded[Lis[to
examinel[the[fish [tb [ske[ifl[it's [dosher, [We
would [Have[tb[elxamine[fish [fbr[skales[tb
determine[if[they[Are[kosher[Chnyway.
Why, [then, s Cexamining[Cfish Cfor Clts
kosher[Signs[A[initzvaldmong[the[ 248
positiveLlmembers[lof{Ithe[1613?1The
question,[And[the[ahswer [ak[Well,[id[that
there[hre[kome[mitzvot[that[dt[was

"unnecessary"[fbr[ G [dl o [dommand[is;
we[vould[Cdo[dhem[@nyway.[However,
"G[dWanted[td BenefitMisrael, [therefore
Hel[Beaps[dponlds[Torah[dnd[Mitzvot".
This[i3[the[thishna[df[(Rabbi[Chananya[H.
Akashyal[dt[the[dnd[df[Makot,[the[dne
borrowed [fbrthelehd[dflehchlchapter[df
PirkeilAvot.

There[ArelLdthervays[Ho[Took[At[Hhis
issue.[] The[d positive[] mitzvot[] and
prohibitions[df[dashrut[ihteractaks[ih [the
followinglekample:

Algluylgbes[down[tb[theldke[tb[fish.[He
catches[komelfish,[ kleans[ them, Tfries
them [up[dn [His [chmping[gkar, [ahd[ehjoys
aldelicious[ftesh[fish [dinner.[A[ftiend[df
hislthen[domes[Bly [fbr[alshmooze.[When
he[tklls[the[fliend [@boutHis[dinner, (the
friend [abks[him [about[the [fish [TWhat[kind
was[it?[Was[@E[Rosher?[The[guy[days[T]
oops,Idon'tlrkally (dnow.[Heldummages
through [His[trash [(Haglahd finds [the[fish's
skin.[Tolis [delief, (that[there[dre[dcales
and[ins[And [#hat[theHish vas[ihdeed
kosher.[NoMMiolation, [dfCdourse, Cdf(the
prohibition [df[ehting[nlon (dosher fish, (Hut
alviolation (nonfifillment) ] of [ the
positive[dommand[tb[check[fbr[thelsigns
of[(dkashrut.CJAnddthat[(dis[JaldTorah
"violation"[(br, [at(dast, [nbn [flfillment).
Withl birds,0 thel Torahl listsd 20
kindsO offl birdsd (notl species,
families,0genus,Oetc.0Mbutlkinds)
thatll arel notll kosher [157,L174
11:13].[AllGhelestbflthebirdslhre
kosher. Howll doll know(l ifll a
particularl bird[ isO in0 onel ofll the
forbiddenlfamiliesbrhot?MJsually,
thelanswerlisUTRADITION.OWe
eatlchickenletc.becausellwelhave
anllinbrokenliradition.

Finally,0thel TorahOspecifieslfour
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typesl8families)bfllocustthatlwve
mayleat.0Checkinglkheirlidentities
isfadmitzva [158,A151 11:21].0All
otherliinsectslarenotpermitteddto
us.0Wel havelllost thelabilityl of
identifyingllkosherllocust,0soldwe
don'tl eatll anyl ofll them. [Some
Yemenites[Bave [ the[decessary[dradil]
tions[tb [ilentify[the [Mosher DMarieties.
AsltdbWhether[theylehtdcust[dr[not,
asklyburMemenitefdiends.]

[S> 11:29q10)]0NextOthedTorah
dealsOwithOthelrituallimpuritylof
creepinglthings [159,A97 11:21].

Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
| 5 [plsukim [T :33[47

Minding( thel laws0 ofll "purity"l of
foodll andl drink0 isd all mitzva
[160,A98 11:34].[(ItlisDoneloflthe
detailsl offl thesel lawsl that
"requires"usftolwashlforlkarpasiht
thel Seder0table,0 anddin0 general
beforebwvetfood,hllthellime.)

[S> 11:39009)]00ncelagain,Othe
Torahlpresentslthelrulesdofllthe
carcassll ofl animalsll andl the
resultingl rituall impurityd from
contactlbflivariousltypes [161,A96
11:39].0ThelTorah0reiterateslthe
prohibitionl ofll eatingll "creepy
things" [162,L176 11:41],0aslwell
asOwormslandlinsectsOthatOinfest
fruitslandd vegetables [163,L178
11:41],0 seafoodl andl otherl lifed
formslthatlinhabitlthelwater [164,
L179 11:43],0 andl maggotsl that
developlinlrottingldfoodd material
[165,L177 11:44].

Alll offl thell abovel is meantl to
elevatel thel Jew'sll soull tol the
sanctityl thatl GOdO wantedl usl to
attain.[Forlus,therelsthMirectdink
betweenll bodyll andl soul,0 the
spirituall andl thedmundane.l0 The
lawsl ofll kashrutl bringl thel point
home.

Mafcir2hdTorah
22[pIsukim;[Bamidbar 19

Parshatl Parall isl readl onl the
Shabbatll beforell Parshatl HaChol
deshOwhichlpresentsOusOwithOthe
mitzvotll ofl Korbanl Pesach,
becausel thell mostllcommonland
importantl timel forl rituall purifill
cationlonOthelpartlofUmostloflthe
peoplelwaslaroundlthelbeginning
ofl Nissan,l asll partll offl one's
preparationltolbelinJerusalem[¥or
PesachlandltolbringlandleatlK.P.
ParshatlParalfrom[ParshatdChukat,
containsll tol mitzvotd ofll Para
Adumal@thatlis,Othelpreparinglof
thelpotionlfrom0Othelashesloflthe
RedOHeifer,0thellgenerallmitzvalof
thell conceptl ofll rituall limpurity
fromOcontactOwithOalOcorpse,dand
thel mitzval ofll purifyingll oneself
withl thel Parall Adumall potion.

Haf¢aralB[plsukim
Yechezkeil 36: 1638

S'faradim[ehd2[pIsukim[ehrlier

Thel Haftaral takesl thel concept
(from0thedMaftir)Jotlan0lindividual
becomingll TAMEID andl requiring
purificationlwithOspeciallwaterlas
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anthnalogylforlthelpeoplebfllsrael
wholldefileddthemselvesOwithOthe
sinloflidolatrylandlotherlsins,land
theird(our)Ineedforlalpurification
processl withll "GId's0 spiritual
waterslbflthell'orah".

(InDVa'eira,OwelfindIGd'sOpromise
toltakelusluntodHimOandOthenOHe
willlbringlustoOEretzOYisrael,din
thelhaftara,helbrderOsbwitched.]

Therelislal"hard"O0messagelin[lthis
haftara,lhmonglbthers.

GIdO expressesl Hisl greatl disapl
pointmentl with0 thel peoplel of
Israel.IAndHelpunishedthemQus)
veryll harshly.0ButlthendHell says
thatlHisOnamel waslObeingldesel
cratedlamonglthelnationslotlour
dispersion,ll becausel thell nations
mockinglylaskedOaboutOthelgreat
nationloflGIdIbndhowowlitdhad
sunk.

SolGdOdecides,Osoltolspeak,Jand
announceslthatl Hell willl redeem
thelpeoplelofllisrael,Devenliflthey
(we)Idon'tldeservelit,forlHisDown
sake.

ThisOsardreproach,lindeed.But
ratherll thanl discouragell us,0 it
shouldbpurllisibntolputthelielto
thislprophecylMsoltolspeaklMby
beingl worthyl ofredemptiondon
ourlbwnlnerit.

ThellastOp'sukimOreferOtodalmultil
tudel ofll sheepl W forl sacrifices...
ThislisOalreminderDoffl thellarge
numberl ofll sheepl broughtl to
YerushalayimorKorban[Pesach.

‘DivreillMenachem
In our parsha we are given commands about the
kinds of animals that we are allowed to eat and
about those we are forbidden to eat. Interestingly,
the Torah does not indicate that there are any
health reasons behind these directives. The
reasoning is of a different genre, as in the case of
the law forbidding eating even the smallest of
crawling creatures: "Every teeming creature that
teems upon the ground it is an abomination... Do
not make yourselves abominable by means of any
teeming thing; do not contaminate yourselves
through them lest you become unclean
(V'NITMEITEM)  through them" (Vayikra
11:41 43).

The Hebrew expression for that detestable state of
abomination alludes to the soul, the NEFESH,
clearly indicating that the unclean state of a
crawling insect affects the spiritual purity of the
individual. It is something abhorrent, to be loathed
and consequently rejected. From the sequence of
the text, we are clearly expected first to recognize
intellectually the negative character of the
creepy crawler and then to control our affective
desire to eat it.

Our rabbis noted that the Hebrew word
V'NITMEITEM is written without an Alef such
that it can be read as V'NITAMTEM "[lest] you
become dulled". As tiny as the insect may be, its
consumption is just the beginning of the slippery
path. Because its ingestion is so unnoticeable
people are in danger of becoming dulled to the
significance of the prohibition and they soon find
themselves eating all sorts of forbidden foods. No
wonder that the Talmud tells us that if a person
contaminates himself a little, he becomes
contaminated a great deal; conversely; if a person
sanctifies himself a little, he becomes sanctified a
great deal (Yoma 39a)
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: e have a minyan of

exactlyl\ten \menIduring!the \week, and
everyone!is committed|to' coming every|day.
Recentlylatzaddik came to town, and three
people went'to daven withhim, leaving us
without\a minyan. There are/many shuls'in
town, but/we are trying to" keep our shul
goingland hopelitwill grow. Was'it right|for
our'members to'leave uswithout\a minyan?

ANSWER: While almajor[partlof
thelconcept of (MAKOMIKAVU’A [is

to[lbe[consistentaboutdavening[in

one’s[ normal [ minyan! (seel Shulchan

Aruch,[Orach(Chayim(90:19),0nelmay

certainlymnormally[decide[for himself
whenhelis[justified[todavenelsel]
where.[JYet,[there[Jis[Jprecedentfor

one’scounterparts foprevent him from

leavingthem Without@minyan.

Firstly, [after[$tressing/the importance
ofldaveningwith @minyan,the[gemara
(B'rachot[8a)[says/thatlone wholdoes
notldaven [with[the communitylis[abad
neighbor.[] Partially[] based[] on(] this
source,[theRivash[(518,laccepted by
the[Rama,[OC[54:22)[$ays[that[when
therelislalproblem[putting[together(a
minyan, the[community/(can [{fine(those
wholdo[not[tegularlytake[part[in the
minyan.[ The[Mishnal B'rura(54:73)
cites[the[Eliya[Rabbaliwho[$ays that
even[thosewhollearnfand daven[inla
BeitMidrash{which/(is better [for their
learning[] and[J normally[] for[J their
davening) should cometo[thelocal

shullfomake(suretheyhavelalminyan.
Thel Peulatl Tzaddik[ (Salah,[T,[1178)
goeslas(far[as(tolsay[thatleven ifithe
local[Beit[Knesset[does[nothave[a
Sefer[Torah, lif[ the majority Cofl the
minyan(doesmotplanfolgofothemext
town, Coneshould (stay[to[keep[the
minyan/going.

WhatliffTtherelarelother [Shuls[in [fown?
TheAruch[HaShulchan[(54:26)[says
thatlin [that(case, [people[domotmeed [to
golout[ lof their[ way! tol linsurel the
viability(ofldminyan [at@[specificshul.
However, Rav(Moshe Feinstein[(Igrot
Moshe, [ IOC[IIL,[116)[ Isays[Ithat[ lthe
minyan/[Jat[Jall[Jshuls[lis[Iworthy[of
preservation. (His main[sourcelis[from
the ] aforementioned(] Eliyal] Rabba,
instructing[*learners” from[theBeit
Midrash[tolcomeltolthe[$shul. Since
evenllearners[should(hormallyldaven
with[dminyan{see[Rama, [OC90:18),
ittmustbefalkinglaboutalcase[Where
there(is[@aminyan(in(theBeitMidrash
and/stilltheyfarefoleavetheir placelto
make [Sure(that[the fown’s shullhasla
minyan.[Sincetherel(is [a[preference [for
one(to/davenlinhis[own(Beit[Midrash
overlallocallshul[(Shulchan[Aruch, OC
90:18), Wwelalsolseelthatkeeping[an
existing[minyan[justifies[ giving[up[a
religious[] preference,[] whichll is
extremelylinstructivefor(dur(case.

Contemporaryposkimlagree with[Rav
Feinstein’sCapproach. Shevet[Halevi
(X,9)fold [yeshivalstudentslinafown
that[didmotThavelalstable[minyanlin
thellocalshul[togoltolensureltheir
minyan[J(and[Jconsidered[it[ Jeducal]
tional).[1Rav[]Shternbach[](Teshuvot
V’Hanhagot I, [62)[speaks([oflone Wwho
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wants/toldaven inlalslow tinyanlih [the
citylinstead[oflthe[fast[minyan(in[the
suburb Where hellives, [@nd [told him[to
stay.

Thelextentfo[whichldneshould[go[fo
preservelanlexisting[shulWwhen(there
are[JothersJmay[JbeJrelated JtoJthe
halachalthatloneldoesmotknockdown
anlexisting[shuluntil[amewlonelisin
place(Shulchan/Aruch,lOC152:1).
The(Taz[(152:1)[saysthatthisldoesmot
applylifithere(is[another[proper(shulin
town[ iwith[ room [ ffor[the[ldisplaced,
whereas(the MagenAvraham[(152:5)
says[that[even[Wwhen[therelis[another
shullih[town [one [Gannottake [@shullout
ofluse without @lready replacement.

AlllDofTTtheTaforementioned Mposkim
discuss[] cases[] wherel[] without[] the
minyan[] continuing,] there[J will (] be
people3vhowillnot [find [or[agreeto
take part(infanlalternative minyan. (If,
in[Jyour[lcase,[Jeveryonel]or[]almost
everyonelhas(little[problem[davening
elsewherel lfor[Ithe[lday,[ it ]is[Inot
reasonable(to[ *hold[peoplel hostage”
and[never[allow[them[to[miss[ once
even(forlalgood reason. [Itis reasonable
tolask(them[to[look[for[someonelto
replacel] them[] (al] parallel(] to[] the
Shulchan[Aruch’smention[ofThiring(a
replacement).

Rav[DaniellMann,[EretzHemdahlnstitute

PARSHAT PARA,
PARSHAT
HACHODESH,
SHABBATHAGADOL
[1] by Dr.Meir Tamari

"Judaismis Mot aTeligionlinthemsual
sense]oflthe Jterm[ but[JalInation[]
religion"(Shmot, 6:7,S.R.[Hirsch).
Thisissuch@verydifficulticonceptfor
religiousland (spirituallyminded people
tolJaccept[Ithat[ rejecting[ lit[ Thas[Tled
throughout[ the ages,[ even![today,[ to
seeing[ | Pesach([] as[] liberation[ | from
slavery,lovercominglone's(yeitzer hara
or[] escaping[| from[] any[] form[] of
exploitation.[However, even[the[first
words[ ] ofl ] Israel's[ ] redemption,[ ] "to
rescuel JyoulIfrom[Jthe[Jafflictions[Jof
Egyptlandbring[lyoulto[ the Land"
(Shmot[3:8),makelit quite[clear[that
PesachCmarks[anational[tedemption
from/[slavery,oneteantforesultinthe
nation[being[brought[to settle[inlthe
Promised[] Land.[] Whilel] slavery
definitelyfas Marmful [Spiritual éffects,
itCis[thephysicaland [material Thard
ships(suffered/thatlare(stressed bothlin
the (TorahCand [the[Midrashim. ['The
phrase[ 'who[ took[ youl out' which[is
repeatedly( lused[ to[Idescribel Y etziat
Mitzrayim(is(the plural[form(showing
that(it(is[the[hational[ entity[ that[is
being[ redeemed | rather( than[Isimply
thousands(oflindividuals, (dnd[that[that
liberation[oflIslaves[Iwas[Imerely[]a
preludeto[theExodus[from alland,
Egypt,fobebroughtfoalland, Eretz
Yisrael. [[Eventhe[Jdetour[ito[Matan
TorahatHar[SinaiWas notmeant(as/an
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end[in(itself(but(toprovide(Israel[with
the[constitution[ for[al social(political
entityliving(in dldefinite territory.

Spiritual,religiousJand “ritual Cavoda
need [preparationand Cforethought[if
theylare(fobe meaningful,[sincereland
lasting. MJustlas@lcraftsman s paid For
hisfacquiredknowledgeland theltime
spentlin[preparing(his(fools, Sofoolthe
preparation[for(thitzvot[is(as/important
aslthelactual[observance"[(Menachem
Mendellof Kotsk). [ We thereforehave
tolconsider(thelperspectives(that(these
threeShabbatot shed (on(the fruthsland
significance(o6fl Pesach, the Sederland
Redemption.

The[Torahreading[for ParshatPara
dealsWiththe Purification, Throughthe
sprinkling[Joflthe [(potionCwith [the)
ashes[0flthe Red [Heifer, dpondnewho
hadbecome "impure[throughcontact
with[aldead[body. Sincelany[person
who[Ivas[tameilwas hot[permitted(to
eat[]oflJthe1Korban[lPesach,[]it[]is
appropriate(tolread[this[parshalbefore
Pesachltol makel everybodyl aware  of
the [necessity( for[ purification[ at! this
time. (It[should (bemoted thatwhen the
wholemation (isin(a[state[oflimpurity,
then[ltum'al 'was[ Jabrogated [ Jand[ ithe
korban(pesach has[to[be broughtlin[its
appointed[fimeTTsuch s the Spiritual
greatness Cofalnation[feligion. (After
1967 'when[lsraeli[sovereignty [ Twas
reléstablished [overHarHabayit, @ prel’
requisite[] for[J Korban[J Pesach, ] the
questionlarose Whether(the (korban(has
to[J beJ brought[] sinceJ tum'a[] hutra
b'tzibur.

Thehaftaral lfrom[ Yechezkiel [ Jintro[]

duces[alstartling[ perspectivel tol this
question[ofltum'aland purification,(0ne
thatlis [pertinent/both(to[Pesach(dnd(to
our[own[times.[Galut[is(the Torah's
punishmentfor(Israel's($ins[and [fradil]
tionally, ] redemption] comes[] either
when[the[designated [ltimelforJthe
punishment(is[over or When Israelldoes
t'shuva.[However, Y echezkiel prophe
sies[that[Israel's[galut¢auses(a Chilul
Hashem/as[itwould/seem[foshow[His
inability[to[redeemlsrael, [ therefore
Gldwillgather[Jin[ltheJexilesJand
reléstablish(them[in[theirILand[Simply
asl anl act[ bfl sanctifying[ His[ Name.
"Not[for[your(sake[but[for[(My Name
whichhas[been[profaned among[the
nations[ | whither[| youl| have[] gone.
Thereforellshall(sanctify[My[Name,[I
willltake[you[from[among(the mations
and[1[shallCgatheryoulout[oflalllthe
countriesand [bring[youlto[yourLown
Land.In(thatTdaylthat[1[¢leanseyou
from[youriniquities, Twill[cause[Cities
tol ] bel ! relinhabited, ] desolate[] ones
rebuiltland theland (that[Wasdesolate
shalllbe(filled. ‘Then[thehations[shall
know[thatIhave Built[that which vas
desolate"[(Yechezkiel [36).[ Based on
this[prophecy, Harav(Kook[taught(that
continuing[tollivelin[ galut[has[itself
becomelalsin, atonementforwhichlis
thelJreturn(to[Jour[lLand;[It'shuvah,
atonement, (needs[thelreturn, (t'shuvah,
toEretzYisrael.

Altimelyreminder(ofithe [fype 0fChilul
Hashem/[caused bylgalutland Mequiring
rectificationbefore JredemptionJcan
come, is[providedby[the following
halakhiclinsight.Mnlgalut{Israelldeals
immorallyTinltheir[business[dealings
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with[the[nations.[Thesethenlobject(fo
their[lredemption[and THashem,[ Jthe
Perfect/Judge, has(toldoncur. However,
iflIsraell wereltolbelholylinbusiness
then[the‘same[ nations[will petition
Him[fotedeem[thismoraland honest
peopleCand"Hel[willCwillinglyCagree;
"Tzion will[l bed redeemed[] through
justice"[(Sefer MitzvotGadol, mitzvat
hasheivatlaveida).

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly(Column:
SH'MINI

ThelStorkland(thel/Heron

Ildon'tthinkthatparents tellthislone
toltheirchildrenanymore,butthey
used[ tol whenl[ I was[al boy.[When
childrenConcelinquiredCaboutCwhere
babiesicomelfrom, they were[ told
thatthe(storkbroughtthem.

ThelstorkTisCTalmigratorybird Tthat
wasvery[familiar(topeopledivinglin
centralC] Europe.l] Thel stork [ would
suddenly,[1 almostl] mysteriously,
appearlinCtheUspring[CafterCalllong
absencelduring(thelcoldlwinter.[The
storkJ wouldD nest] on[l rooftops,
adjacent(to,andloften(right/ontop(of,
thelchimneys/ofithehouse.

Sincelevery[childiwas[witnesstolthe
absencelandlultimatelreturn(ofithese
largerwhitebirdsfwithflongbeaks,it
waslonlyrhaturallthat[parents‘would
avoid(telling(theirCchildrenthefacts
offlife"forfaslongrasltheycouldrget
away[Jwith, TattributingtheTappear(’
ancelof(new(babiestolthe[stork.

Interestingly, [ 1the[Istork 1 makesl(]its
appearancellinJthisCJweek's[ Torah
portion,[] Sh'mini..] Thel] Torah,
however, [doesnotlstooptothelonce
commonUmythJthatJthestork Dwas
responsible( for[ thel[delivery, [if Inot
production,of(hewbabies.Indeedlin
nextCweek's[Torahportion,[Tazri'a,
thellopeninglverses[ containalfairly
explicitCJaccountof(ItheTbiologyof
conceptionland_childbirth.

Butthel[Torah[does enumeratel the
stork(] as[1 onel] of(] the[] numerous
"unclean"[birds; thatlis, [@soneof(the
species(] of[1birds(]that[1all Jew(lis
forbidden(toleat.

ThellHebrew(term(ffor[theistork s
"chasidah",uponwhich[Rashilhas(a
fascinatingl commentary. Hel begins
bylidentifying[theIchasidahJas(1"a
largewhite fow!"[andlapplies thelold
Frenchhamelizikonialtolit.CACquick
consultationCwith[Jalchildren's[lbook
onl]zoologyllinformedimelJthat(the
EuropeanwhiteJstork,Cwhichnests
onlJrooftopslandlinl treesllandlisa
symbolofTIchildbirth, Tis[Ttechnically
classifiedlin(lLatinfas[ciconialciconia.

Rashilwas[Tapparentlyvery[familiar
with( this[] bird.[1 Hel continues(] to
suggestlthelreasonwhylthelciconia
ciconia,lorstork,(is[called['lchasidah"
inLIHebrew. JAfterUall, (that[/Hebrew
termCmeans("thelkindlyJone",the
onel] who(] does( acts[] of(] chesed
(lovingkindness).[1 Thell reason,
already!offered(inithe Talmud, is that
thelstorkMis(kind(torherfriends";that
is,[generousandprotectiveloflother
members[oflitslown(species.

Keen[studentsofl theparshalllong

OUlisraellCenterITb49 © 16 ™ [rhelSh'minilllParalb771lssue



agolbeganitolwonderiwhyalbird that
was[solkind[and[passionate[should
bellisted'among( thelunclean( fowl.
After(all, DitCisClcommonlylassumed
that thoseJ animals] which are
prohibited(tol1belleaten( arelleach
representative lof('somel[undesirable
character(trait.[Herelis[albird[which
deserves[itol[belIcalled"chasidah",
pious(one.[Why[should[ it belconl(!
sideredlunclean?

OnelJsuchlkeen(istudent,Jandit(lis
difficult[torascertainrhislidentity,[fong
agorsuggestedrthattheproblemwith
thelchasidahlis(that, although(sherlis
kind,[sheTis(kindConlytorherfriends.
Shel1shows[1compassion(]only[] for
otherLmembers(of herlown[species.
Tolthoselwholarelnotlherfriendsbut
belongtoraldifferent(species,shelis
indifferent’and, (often,(even(cruel.

Being( kind[ in[] all discriminatory
fashionlis[alhegative tharacteriirait.
Hence, thelstorkis treif, forbidden.

Whatapowerfullandirelevantilesson
forJeachof[lus! [ Barely[ twol[ weeks
ago,welwitnessedltheleffectsofla
devastatingrearthquakerandrisunami
wreaked [ upon(thelislands ofl Japan.
WelJalsolobservedallTthelIgraphic
and(] horrible[] images(] of(] human
misery[Jand[ suffering.[ WelJall were
summoned(tolcontributelinfanyway
weJcouldtoassistJtheJJapanese
victims.

ButwholTamongus[icanldenynot
having(] at(] least(] had(] al] fleeting
temptationtolook Claway(from[that
human(sufferingbecauseritoccurred
sofarfawayfrom[us,to peoplewho
arelunrelated(tolus?(ltlis(onlynatural

thatfourfesponselwouldbe,Charity
beginsrat’home",[andthatwelwould
turn(tothe needslof ourlown(friends
and(closelones, blottingloutthe cries
and[tears[]oflthosel]oflJan([]1"alien
species".

ThelmessagelthatlRashirgivesusrlis

clear.Suchlalreactionlis[treif.(1t[is

utterlylwrong(tolignorelthelsuffering

ofCThumanrbeingsljust’becauselthey

areldifferentlor[distant[from([us. The

chasidahlissympatheticland[ charit[]
able,butlonlyrtolitsCownlkind."We

are[] not[] allowed(] to[l emulate(] the

chasidah.

Just[after[ thellchasidahlis[listed(in
thisiweek's[parsha,linVayikra11:19,
welfindLmentionedanotherlbird,the
anafah.Rashildescribes[theanafah
asOan(Jillitemperedlarge1fowl,7an
angrybird,fandhazardsarguessithat
itCisCtheheron, “withCwhichChewas
personallyJfamiliar, JlivinginCnorth
central[Europe.

IfCtheCstork Osymbolizesthe Cevil Cof
discriminatorygenerosity, theheron
symbolizes(thelevilsioffanger.

Angerlisljudged(very[ nhegatively[ by
Jewish(tradition.[IOurJSages(tell us
that(itlfisCbyrthemannerfinCwhichra
person(icontrolsihisJanger(thathis
truelcharactercan(belassessed. The
TalmudrtellsCusthatCalpersoniwho
becomes(angryllis(]susceptiblelto
grievousl(lerrors,isolJthatlleven(the
wisestroffmenrcanimakemistakesif
he(permitshimselfto(becomeangry.

Our'Sages(offerClanJexampleofJa
wisemaniwhofelllpreytorangeriand
thenlerred. That(wiseman(was(none
otherthan[Moshe[Rabeinuhimself,
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and( ithellincidentlhappened(in[lour
very[JTorah[portion, 1Sh'mini.[1"And
Moshel( diligently[] inquired(] for(] the
goatlofithelsinloffering,and,behold,
ittwasburnt;fandrhewasrangrywith
Elazarfand(ltamar..."(Vayikra(10:16)
In(] thell immediatel] subsequent
verses,ittbecame(clear, as Aharon,
Moshe's[brother, pointedout, [ithat
Moshel1"rushedtol]judgment"Jand
wasmistaken. Torhislcredit,/Moshe
was[hottool'embarrassedtoadmit
hisimistake.

Malbim, al] brilliantl] and] often
creatively( insightful] 19th[] century
commentator, [lsuggests[ with(regard
tol1thesellverses(Ithat[ItherellisTa
reciprocall] relationship] between
angerland(error.Yes,(whenlonelislin
alstateJofJanger, DhisCjudgmentlis
clouded,"and"helis proneltolerror.
Butlitlis[alsoltrue, hel‘argues,that
whenronelisrblindedbyrerror, helis
proneltollanger.1Often, [seeing(the
facts(clearly[Iprecludes(Ithellangry
response.

Oncelagain,(welhave seenithelgreat
wisdomithat[lcan(belJaccessed by
merely[1"scratchingthelsurface"Jof
thelbiblicalltext.[On(thelsurface, this
week's[biblicalportionoffersCus[the
names/ of( twolspecies[of fowl which
arefrituallylexcluded(from(the[Jewish
menu.[] But(] beneath7 theT surface,
theseltwolbirds, thestorklandlthe
heron,openluptwolvastchapterslin
thecomprehensivebook of Jewish
ethics.Fromthelstork,lwellearnfhow
importantit[listhatourlicharity [ be
inclusivelandléxtendlevenfolpopulall
tions farlremoved, 1 geographically,
ethnically(orireligiously, fromus.

And(from(thelheron, wellearnabout
theldangersloflangerlandlabout/the
dynamic(]relationship[] between[our
intellectual ] powersJandJourdJemol]
tionalpassions.[8ometimes,[intellec
tualfaults(lead( tolIsinfulemotions.
Morelfrequently, unbridledemotions
compromiselJourJintellectinCOways
whichl¢anbeldisastrous.

Twolllessons[IfromTitwobirds:[1Be
sensitiveltol the heeds[ oflallClhuman
beingswhether they resemblelyou
orhot, andcontrol"yourCanger,lest
you(falllinto[the [snares oflerrors and
mistakes.

Praying@uith™assion
Giving[morelmeaning[tb [aur Mfillah
One[Week[atalTime
Excerptediand teprintedwith permission of the author

P'sukeild'Zimra:
Y'HICEH'YOD
Hashemlgrevails
niawnn X7 0% DXy T 1
WX 292 Niawnm niaq .oy
D7i¥% 1 ngy 0PN RO 7 DEYI

I 1235
Meaning:fdanslation...

...HashemOannulsCthe[CdcounselCof
nations; [ JHe [balks[the Cldesigns Cof

peoples. Many[ designsLarelin
man's[Heart,[Hut[theldounsel
of (L Hashem [ ITlonly Lt Ciwill
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prevail.[Thelcbunsel [df[Hashem Wil

endurelfdrever...

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbnceptloflthelprayer

Thel[EBnddflthe[Story

Many [thoughts[ale[id [mhan’s[hleart, (but
the[dounsel[df[(Hlashem [IBnly it [Will

prevail.

Insight: Deeperlheanings...
All[Bartldf(Hashem’s[Plan

In[May[20 10, [alchr Bomb [Was [planted
inMimes[Shuare,N.Y.[Accordingltb[ah
explosives[éxpert,Lik[dame[Wvithin[d

“millisecond” [dflchusing[[mass [chsual []

ties.”[BeveralChundred[kould[have
been[Rilled[LdrLinaimed[By[4[fireball
exploding[ffom[the[Missan[Bathfinder
which WasfdundIdaded With alvblatile

cargoldflfirecrackers, [fertilizer,[daso ]

line,[propaneldndldlarm[dlocks.[The
propane[flieled [explosion M ould[Have
lasted [dnly [alféw [skconds. I [Wouldn’t
have [Brought[down [ahy [Buildings, (Hut
withlflhmes[shooting[a$ highas BD fdet,
itlwould[Have [deared[thelllings,[Hair
and[fhces[dflanyone[Within [A[80yhrd

radius.[}*Had[khat[Cdetonator func

tionedlcbrrectly, WeMouldhhve hhd[al
hugeléxplosion”,[3aid[the[éxpert,[d
35 ykarMeteranWith[dhe (New[York
Police[Department,[ the[Jast[ 20 bf
which[Have[Been [skrved[ak[alchember
ofthe[bbmb [sfuad.

The[man Chccused HofCldriving[the
bomb[dden [SUV Linto [ the[heart[bf
New[York[claimed[Jhe[dreceived
explosives[training[In[Pakistan.[ He

expressed[slirprise[that[the[HombIdid
not[Hetonate, [for[he[hadtarefully
designedit[ ko[ that[the[fireworks
would[triggerCA[thain [rbaction[that
would[rlipturelthelthnks[ahd[dreate[al
deadlyffifeball.

Thelhost[darefully [Thid, ool [proof”
plans[dflthan[simply[dannot[domeltb
fruitionifCIthey[lare[contraryCto
Hashem’s[] will.[] What[l RABOT
MACHSH'VOT[RLEVISH,MAATZAT
HASHEMHI[TAKUM [deveals[i$ [that,
notldnly[doesHashem’s Wil [ultimately
prevail,[But[dlso,[the[aktions [We[thke
toward[hchievingUlourDill[cbnceived
plans[Becomel[the[dctual[datalyst[fbr
Hashem’s[dksired[résult.

This[isLéxemplified[ih [the[dtory [ bf
Yosef(lHaTzadik[(dlwho[ddreamed[Ja
prophecy[that[He [Would[Become[King
and [hiis [BrothersWould[Bow [down [tb
him.dHis Brothers’ Ldetermination (o
preventlthe[fllfillment[df(that[dream
ledCkhem ko[ kellChimCko[Ckaravan
merchants,hobroughthim [t [Egypt.
There,[he[Becameiceroyldnd[dhus
arrived[dt[dhe[position[ihWhich[Ris
brothers[Would[ihdeed[Be[fbrced[to
bow bkforelhim.

Visualize:
Images[that[blingthelpkayer[tdlife

Only[OneWay(tb(Get[There

Imagine [Beinglihside[d[thaze.[Therelik
only[dne[Way[dut[df[it, (But[ih[eeking
that[exit,[you[ustChegotiate[Chnany,
many [flsethrns. Mour[idstincts [téll [you
to[turnright[Cht[CtheChext[korner[1]
something[drom[that[direction[Hraws
you.[Y oulWvalk[donfidently[dround[the
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corner,[dnly[tb[Hump [ihto [alBlank [Wall.
NowYoulinust[backtrack[Andind[4
differentCivay. [3o[ghis[time, [Youdurn
left, [And[that[leads[Youlto[the[thext
intersection.[] Youll must[] keep[ on
choosing,[doing[Mour [Best[tb [figure [dut
which[PJath Will Tkad [to [Your [doal, [But
often, ouldun[p [dgainst[dlWall.[After
all[id[shid [ahd[done, [after [ybu've[ttied all
theflse[phths[thatlskemedrghtltd [ybu
in [the [homent, [ybulfihd [the [ekit.

Hashem [designed[ife [ih [d [Way [that[ik
similar[tb[this[thaze.[Some[deoplethay

have[thelspiritual [skrengthahd[sensitiv (]

ity [doLhake[thel[dorrect[durn[dt[éach

corner.[ Most[people,[however,[ton[]
vincelthemselves[that[alphrticular[direc]

tion[i$[dorrect,[they[Jut[their[strength
and[dnergy[ihto[dursuing[thatldirection
and[find[that[it[I¢ads[them[ihto[al[Brick

wall.

Forlehchlperson,[therelid[dnelpath that
willl¢ad[tb[Hashem’s[ultimate[gbal, [ahd
that[is[the[dath [that,[dome[What[thay,
heOwillJultimately Clwalk. L1However,
Hashem[did[drovide [His[dhosen[dation
with [d[thap [to [the [thaze; [By [fbllowing
the[Torah,[the[path[bfLTife[becomes
straightahdlclear.

that[Hashem[hotLdnly [Tbves[Youldnd
knows[hat's[(best[for[You...[IHashem
willCalways Llead Llyoulin[Cthe Clright
direction,lahd[you[chn[feellthe[skcurity
and[ttanquility[that[fctlehgenders...

Maharalldnlthe[Sedra

AReasonfor(the
Dietaryllaws

Vayikral[ll:7[{IBnd[the[slvine, fbr[it
has[allsplit[and[skparated[Hoof, (Hut[it
does[not[chew/ifs[clid; [id[id ithpuretd

you.
TiferetMisrael8t133:

There[drelthose[Who[give[d[datural
reason[fdrlcbmmandments, [shying[the
Torah[fbrbids[pigBecause[ilglves(rise
tolaldkleterious[cbndition[id[the [Bbdy.
ThisUisLtertainly [true,[butChot[the
reason[fbr[the[grohibition.Mikewise,
forbiddenats[and[bloodCAndCéver
more[] sol] creeping[d animals[] and
predatory[Birds,[ahd[they[give [natural
reasons[fbr[all[dflthem.[According[tb
this, [the[Torah[id[alnhedicine (Hook[dr
aldcienceldext,[Godforbid.LOnlthe
verse[Thouses[allHilled[ith Cgood"
[D'varim[8:11],[Rabbi[Yirmialdaid[ih
the[dame[df[Rav[[IChulin[17a][dried
pork[Bellieserelgermitted[thefirst
sevenyearsLodf[the[donquest.[If[the
prohibition[bf[pork [vas[tooted[in
healthd concerns,[J how[] was[] this
permitted? Hlckrtain[fts[Werefbrbid [
den, [How[Were[they[dermitted[ih [the
case[ofthe [fétal[chlf fbund[id [alritually
slaughtered(cbw[[Chulin[Z#a]?Natural
reasons[fbr(theselprohibitions[donot
apply.[Theselfbrbiddenfbods[alredot
fitting[fbr[ohan [akcording[tb His[drder
whichHelndaychooseltbslispend.The
Torah[follows[thespiritual Jgoal
appropriatefdrthebkhaviorlafiman.
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MDK:[Here[Maharallgbes[tbeltb[tbe
with[Rambam [Moreh [N'vuchim[3148],
emphatically[denying[datural[dxplana[]
tions[for[khe[kashrut[Festrictions.
When [lpFacticedlat[almohel, [hhade al
pointLkollexplain[lkto[parentsCwho
usually[thoughtCbtherwise[that[bur
milaldwas[hotaClhygienicCmedical
procedure,[but[tather[A[tommand[]
ment[fdlom [Hashem.[At[the[simeltime,
as[alpediatrician, {lcbunseled[ohy [non ]
Jewish [parents[that[drcumcision[i$[ah
optionallcbsmeticlplocedure. [httually
becamelproficient[dt[davinglihfected
foreskins.

CO[M}’}’IYI Dareparedlly I:V.)I‘. D/‘V[odlze D](u})r

ArtScrolllSeries ® MesorahlPublications Ltd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

Our[Sages[tkll[Us[that[dlderson[Who
walks[ah [the [right[side [off (his [Rebbe[id
ald boorld] and[ ignoramus.[] The
Modzhitzer[JRebbe[Iwas[asked[1to
explain[this.[What[ik[do[Bad[dbout
walking[th [the [dight[df[dne’s[Rebbe?

Helekplained:[Our[Shges[téll uk[that[a]
pedagogueldhould[Jush[deople[dway
with [His[I&ft[(Hand, [and [Wvith His Lhight
handCraw[them[¢tloser.[LOne[Who
walks[tb [the [right[df[his [Rebbe[id[dnly
interested[ih[Having[Bis[Rebbel[draw
himCdloser, [(ButCdoes[hot vant[dhe
Rebbe [t [fihd [ahd [pbint[dut[ahy [df [his
faults.[Such [dlderson[Will[deverIéarn
how[todmprovehimself,Lhnd Ciwill
always[demain[d[Boor[dnd[dnigno]

ramus.”

ExcerptedMith[pkrmissionflom
Goldffom[the[lland[df{I$rael
ANewOghtldn the Weekly Morah[Portion
From[the Writings[df
Rabbi[Abraham[daac[HaKohenKook
by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, Jlem INY
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

The[Priestly[Benediction

Adapted[flom[QlatRe’iyahvbl. [[Tpp.[284-285;
Otzerot[HaRe’iyahvdl. (I [pb. (21 1-2 12

Thedinauguration[] of L1 the[] Mishkan
concludedwith[Ch[blessing[ from[the
Kohen[Gadol:[MAharonifted [His [(Hands
towards[the[gJeople[dnd[Blessed[them.
Helthen[descended[ftom[dreparinglthe
sin[dffering,[the [Hurntldffering,[and[the
peaceldfferings"[(Vayikra[322).

When[] Was[] thell Blessing
Recited?

From[the[Morah’sCAccount, CitCvould
seem[that[Aharon[Blessed[the[people
before[He[dompleted[thelskrvicelih[the
newly CHedicated[Mishkan.[The[$ages,
however,[explained Cthat[the [lactual
order[lwas[different. LIFirst,[L1Aharon
completed[theldfferings[ahd[descended
from[the[dltar.[Only [afterwards[did[(He
bless[1thepeople(Torat[1Kohanim;
Megila[[B8a).

IfCthebriestly[benedictionCwvas[per[]

formed[ht[khe Clend CofLkhe[Temple
service[{which[howadays[ik[decited[dt
thelehd[dflthe[Amidalpkayer), Mhyldoes
the[Morah[ihply [aldifferentldrder?

The@rueHonorlafl[Kohanim
When LHiscussing[ the[tontribution Lbf
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the[lohanim[tb[theJewish[geople,@nd
theldorresponding[Honor[they[deceive,
we[Imust[distinguish[between[their
current[state[ahd[their[fiiture[potential.
Welnhay [respectlahliddividual lkdohen fbr
his[Scholarship[dnd[giety, (But[theltrue
honor[ve[bestow[to[kohanims[in
recognition[dfl(their[Holy[ihfluence[dver
the[kntireChation.[CMWel[Chonor[them
primarily (fbr [their [fLiture [fotential, [(fbr
what[allldohen [should[ahd[dan [He T¥or
he[i3[ah [dmissary [df[God[df[theHosts”
(Malachi[2:7).CEvendfCthe [kohenls
undeserving[oflsuch[honorinChis
present[state, [ ou[mhust[strive[tb[eep
him [Boly... (He (Wil (Be [Holy fbr[ybu, [slnce
Ildm Holy” [(Vayikra[21:8).[His[Holiness
isCdue o [his[potential (benefit[fo[the
nation,ds[d[thember[df(the [Hanctified
family.

[This,[by[the[vay,[is[3imilar(to[the
honor[We[give [th [dabbis[dnd[tkachers.
Weltespect[dhem[fordheir[érudition
and[hlso[as[representatives [of[Clthe
institution [df(the [thbbinate.[ThisHonor
isLd in0] recognition of L the[d overall
contribution[bf[ the[tabbinate[to[ the
welfare[df[the[geople.[The[rhbbildnHis
partlshould[dealize[that[He[i$[grimarily
honoredfbr[What[He[dught[tb[He,[dnd
shouldldohisCbest[to Llfulfill Clthis
expectation.]

TwolRolesldfithe[ehuna

Thefilinction [dflthe dohanim i [not[dnly
toldervelih[the[Mikdash.[The[Kohanim
arelalso[dxpected[tb[tkach[ahd[dlevate
the[lpeople,[ChslitCkays,[ 1*‘From[lthe
kohen’s[ips[they Will[guard (nowledge,
and[theyOwillLkeek ClTorah [¥romChis
mouth”[(Malachi[2:7).[These[two[doles
arelihterrelated,[dince[the[dourceHor

their[dpiritual Ghfluence[dn[the[people
origillThates[in[the[holiness[bf[ their
service[id the Mikdash.

There[li$[dnelduty[df[the[Mohanim[that
combines[both[lof[khese[roles:[lthe
priestly[Blessing.[This[Blessing[i3 [(Hart[df
the[Mikdash[dervice,[dnd[dt[dhe dame
time, [deflects[their[ihteraction[ith[the
people.dhelldohanim[rkcite the [Blessing
with[butstretched Chrms,[h[Ckign[that
their [&fforts[tb [uplift[the [Heople [ake [ah
extension[Chnd[continuation ClofCkheir
holy[sérvice[id [the [Mikdash.

Bridging[1the[lPast[]land[]the
Future

The[Blessing[dlso fbrms[d[BridgeLdver
time, [konnecting[ the[past[with[khe
future[hnd[Cthe Chctualized Cwith[Ckhe
potential.

Thekohanimcan[bestUfulfill Ctheir
mission [to [dplift[the[Jeople[dfter [ they
havelparticipated it [the[Templelskrvice
and[ekperienced[the [uhiquelelevation [of
soulCpainedthrough[this[Choly Cpublic
service.[Their[Blessing[Will[then [deflect
the[highestUlevel LofUinfluence[Cand
inspiration [the ldohen [id (able [tb [iinpart.
Thus,[the[Hlessinglihdicates[the[dresent
state[dflthe ldohen,while [Beingbhsed[dn
his[phstlskrvice, [ahd[extending[like [His
outstretched arms C[Tleo [his Cfuture
potential idfluence.

Now[welkan[tFesolve[ khe[hpparent
contradiction[Ibetween[Ithe[1Torah’s
accountldnd[dctualCpractice.[The[dext
implies[that[thekbhanim[cbmplete[their
service[dfter[Blessing[the[people.[The
service[teferred[{o[here[ k[ hot[their
service[ith [the Mikdash, [But[their rble[ih
uplifting[the[deople, Which [ [thuly [their
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primary[hission.[Th[practice,[Rowever,
Birkat[Kohanim[deeds[tb[Be[Based[dn
the[Holy[skrvices[that[they[have[already
performed.[Therefore, [id[id[rkcited [dnly
after[they[Have[dompleted[their[skrvice
in the Mikdash.

ThellinpactlafPrayer

ALsimilar[ghenomenon[i$ [fbund[dtlthe
end[dflthe[Amida,[When[Welshy,[(May
the[wordsUofLimy ClmouthCland Clehe
thoughts[bfLimy[heart[ be[hcceptable
before[You” T hilim9:15).[MtLvould
appear[thorellbgical [(th [decite[this[Plea
beforel[praying.[Ih[fhct,[the[Merse[does
not[tefer [(do[dhelprayer[dboutHo[Be
recited, (But[tb[dur[Beartfelt[dspiration
thatLve [Should[be[dble[Ho [dpply [Hhe
influenceldflthis[drayer[dn[the[doming
day.[like[the[Priestly(Benediction, [this
requestltforms[d[Bridge [(Betweentwo
states. [I8[is[Based [dn[the[prayer[skrvice
justlperformed, But[iddboks[fbrward[tb
the[(futureCnfluence CbfCthisCSpiritual
elevationlah[dur[ives.

CHIZUK #DUD

DivreilTorah from|thelweekly|sedra
withlalfocuslonTivinglinEret; Yisrael ]
Chizuk forOlim & Idud for not.yet Olim

After MNadav@dnd[Avihu@reHilled, (their
father,[dJ Aharon,d and brothers] are
instructed[dot[tb[dbserve[Hublic[signs[df
mourning[such [as[Ttting[their Hair [grow
orlrkndingltheir(clothing.

Atlthelehd[dflthat[shme[phsuk[(10,6),[the
restLdflthe[Jewish[Peopledre[dold[that
they[shouldWeep[ahd[dpenly [thournlthe
loss[of[Nladav[ahd[Avihu.

Between[these[twvolihstructions[are fbur
words[that[deem [do[dangle:[V'AL[KOL
HA'EIDALYIKTZOF,JAnd LG [dWvill Cet
angry[atlthelehtirelcbngregation." What's
that[going[bn[1Tthe [(kohanim iolating
their[dule[dnd[dpenly [chourning, Cér[the
restloflthepkopleHiling[tb[db [sb?

The[Or[BaChayim[days[it's[deferring[to
the[Tatter.[The[dnly[deasonthat[Aharon
and[Bis[dons[dren'tLdpenly[hourning[ik
becauselthey Werelthld[dotlth.[But[the
restCofl the[hation Cdnust[$how [ proper
appreciation[fbr[Nadav[dnd[Avihu,[Who
the[llgemarallsays[were[greater[lthan
Moshelahd[Aharon.

Alfhilure[doldppreciate[the[greatness[df
righteous[] people] [IT] which includes
expressing[ghieflahd [hourning[When[they
are[taken[from[his[TIMs[h[Hailure[to
appreciate[ the[Jource[bf[ their[freat]
ness, [the[Torah.

To[3ay[Thow[}ad",[vhenCheople[like
Nadav[ahd[Avihulare[thken,[ahd[then[go
on[With[dur[iVes,id[alChilul[Hashem [that

warrants[Hashem's[ahger.

Similarly, (o [day[(Mhow [dice" [t the [fhct
that[Bretz[Yisrael 3 [fbr[the [first[tmeLih
2000[ykars[uhderJéwish sbvereignty [idltd
fail[tb [appreciate [that[this[id[the [dnd [dur
Creator[khose[hs[his[Cnost[brecious
prize,[tbgether[With[theTorah, tblgivetb
the[dhildren LoéfCAvraham, [Yitzchak[dnd
Yaakov.

While[dotldveryoneldan[herit[th[ive[ih
EretzMisrael,[everyone[mhust[Ble[alvare[df
what[if[Has[always[theant[tb[Am [Yisrael.
And[aldecision [not[td [ive (hlere mhust [Be [a]
conscious[dnelthat[ihvolves[tlemendous
soul[skarching.

Justlds[Am[Yisrael(Had[dn[dbligation [to
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recognizelahdlappreciate[the[gleatness[df
Nadav[ahd[Avihu,[We[Have[ah[dbligation
to[¢herish[the[beauty[And [kedusha [ bf
EretzMisrael, [especially[these[days,[When
Jewish[dovereignty[Ldver[the[lhnd,[éven
over[Yerushalayim,[dannot[Be [thken [fbr
granted.

JoelRebibo, Beit(El

Hummingbird

320[species[oflthis stnallest [of all birds
(fhe [stallestlafwhich[iSlthe Bee
Hummingbird...as siall b [they ate,
theirblains[ateltWiceat [drgeasour
own,[relativetd [bbdylsize...theylitk,
notlsilick, hkctar fdom fbwersflicking
theirltdnguesabout[2x[pkrisécond...
they [rémemberfahd[récognizeflbwers
they bhvelvisited[ahdlréturn [t them
onlyafter[giving[themehough time [td
replenishltheir nkctar.[They
communicatelvbcally...theyséelidal
wider[ringelaflcblors[thanlakher
birds...[they bkat[their Mings[uptd
200x[alsécond. This[islphysically
demanding...they hhvelthe [drgest
heartlrélativeltd [size[oflahy [ahimal
their{yingltéchniquelidicloser [td a]
bumblelbke'slthentd thatloflahyokher
bird...asthey hbvertheiringtips
traceaffisurelelght(phttern[chtherthan
upahd(dbwn...[thuslehablinglthem[td
fly fdrwards, [bhckwardslahdlelen
upsideldown. Mo [Maintain[their
strength lthey [visitlah aVerage [of[T500
flowersldhily (from e [(Thdok [od(adimals)

ParshaPix€éxplanations

™ ThelQALF[(ipperIéft)[Was[the[first
of(the[bneltime$pecial korbanot
on[bpening[ Hay[ bfl the[ Mishkan
(following[Xhe [seven[inauguration
days).[Ih[skems[dbvious[that[it[Was
meant[ak [phrt[dfltheatonementfbr
thel[sin[ofthe [gbldenlchlf.

™ The[RAM (ko[ the[lkft[df[the[dalf)
was[dlso[partLbfl those[EIGHTH
DAY [Korbanot.

™ Aslwas[thelgbat[(to[thelchif's[right).
Alllthree[ahimals[areElsoldeferred
toMithout[Beinglnamed[(n[Parshat
R'eilthey[hre[hamed)Chs[kosher

animals.

™ Theldegationldircle[dverlthe[Wine
represents[dhe[rules[df[donduct”
forLkohanim[CuponClenteringCkhe
Mikdash,[J which[ included] not
drinkinglWine[dn[the [day[dfltheir
performing[Avoda.[And[ik[dlso ks
forbiddenfbr[dlfosek[tb[denderld
halachicl] decisiond "underd the
influence”.

™ Thelfirelid[the[fire[that[Was[uked by
Nadav[dnd[Avihu...[Ik[k[d[dtrange
fireLJ(EISHOJZARA) Cbecause[the
flames[dre[Blue[dnd[greenWith[d
touchofldrange.

There[dre[threelpairsLdflimages[dhat
represent[d[Rosher[dnd[d[Mon ldosher
example[bf[ three[ different[¢lasses[ bf
animals.[We[$uggest[thatLif[Youldre
reading[this[(whichYou[dbviously[dre),
then[keep[the[ahswers[tblyburselffbr(al
while [ahd [ske[How [Well ldour [Emily lahd
Shabbat[] guests[] do.

™ Thelfikstlnbtdosher[[lkbsher [phir[id
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forCdmammals.[Both Chre[football
helmets[bfL NFLteams.[ IChicago
Bears[lrepresent[khehonlkosher
mammals[dnd[dhe [3t.[Louis[Rams
representl the[kosher[bnes.[1Go
through[all[the[tkams[ahd [skeHow
many[Animals[dre[included1[And
how[hany[Rosher[dnes.[Tt's[d[fun
execise for (INFL,[MLB, (INBA, [End
NHL.[Mammals, [Birds, [ish, [dthers,
peopleltypes,[dtc.[Kosher[ahd[don[]
kosher[id[dnly [phrt[dflthe[ahalysis.

™ Representing[the[birds[are[3ome
cartoonUlcharacters:[1Heckle[Jand
Jeckle[are[thagpies[andareldrbably
in[the [drow [rhven [family[that[id[dn
the[list[df[dondosher [Birds. [Daffy
Duck[rkpresentslthe kosher [birds.

™ Fish[Carellrepresented[]by[ltwo
charactersfromFindingLINemo.
Nemo, (himself, [ak [Well [ [his [fdther,
are[¢lownfish.[We [ on't[knowLif
anyonelaktually[ehts[them, [But[they
do[Havelscales[andfins[dAndthere[]
fore,[do[Halachiclimpediment.[The
other[Memoldharacteri$[(Bruce,[d
sharkCwho DisCpart CbfCAL 2[step
group,[Whose[inotto[ds[IFish[dre
friends[THot[fbod". [Sharks[are[dot
kosher[[é&ven[thoughltheytbohhve
scales[dnd ins.[INo Lproblem [lvith
theins [1TIéxcept[thatChen[the
dorsalfin [k [dbove[dhe [Waterline,
oneldan[Hear[dminousLthusic[{ust
kidding).[The[skales[df[dlshark[dre
called[placoid[stales[ahd[they[ale af
dermal(drigin.(d[drder fbr[stalestd
qualify[dfish[ds[Rosher, [the[dcales
must[Be[dble[to[Be[dasily[dcraped
off Cvithout[ Hamage[to[the[Hish's
skin.[(With [the[shark's[scales[Being
part[dflids[skin, [they[do [dot[qualify.

™ The[Big[Hook,[ih[Hebrew, WAV, [§
for[theBigMAV [df[GACHON.

™ ThelHavdalaldandleldepresents[the
repeated[themel[ih[the[skdralthat[al
major[purpose[of[many[bf[_the
mitzvot[presented it [t [distinguish
[Mbetweenlsacred[and[lprofane,
between[tdhorlahd[tAmei,[ekc.

™ ThelchrWith[the[Head[& [Shoulders
logolis[dur[MTriddles[symbolfbrd
nonlkosher[fish. Yes, [there[alel[fihs,
like Cohe 1 960 (Plymouth[(Fury[has.
But[] there[] are[] no[ scales[] []
KASKESET Cdn[Hebrew, Owhich s
alsoltheWord[for[dandruff.[Head[&
Shoulders[i$[sup [Hosed[tb [get Ldid
of[(HandruffCJTThence,[hol[kcales.
There[¥bre, [Such@fish[Would[dot
belkbsher.

™ Lowerl[rightUlis[L]alIphotodofl1a
potential (ParalJAduma,[found[in
Israel.[Notice[that[its[ded [dolor[i$
NOT [ike [aIfire MHuck (But s [aldark
brown[rkd[&imilar[ih[dolor[tb [oil.
Aduma,[ddama[Tdefinitely [delated
words[and[delated[dolors.[May[We
be[ZOCHEH[Ho[A[Huccessful[Rara
Adumaldnd[dhe[Purification [t [Wvill

facilitate.

™ ThelFest[ bf[ the[dmages[In[this
week's[BarshaPix [dre[dll [elated [tb
alsingle[Word,[dnelthatlthore[than
typifies[Ithis[week's[Jsedra.[Let's
leave it [dt[that[dnd[dee [How[thany
oflthe [six[ihageslybu[[olve".

Plenty [df[springboards[fbrlybulahdybur
family [tb[uke fdr [discussing[the[skdra.
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Portionfrom(thePortion

AndlAharon(liftedhis
handsland(blessedithem

After(the[seven(days[ of[installment,
MoshelcallsCAharonCandChis(sons[to
OHELMOEDforithe eighthiday. After
bringing(1 all number(] of(] sacrifices,
Aharonllifts[uphishandsandblesses
thelpeople.

When(Jthinking Jabout[Jthelblessings
that[the[Kohenl[givestolthe people,
wel mayl wonderlalbit.[ Welalll know
thatthekohanimhave JnoJposses(]
sions[ofl theirfownandtheylownho
land. Everything(they(receive[from(the
giftsof ithepeople.[1SoJwhen[they
bless[ thelpeople, islitsincere?We
couldJthink Othattheyhave Culterior
motives(leveryltimeltheylraise( their
hands(] tol] bless.[] Maybe(] they(] are
blessingthemationhoping(thatrall'the
peoplel will[prosperisoltheylwillClhave
morepossessions(tolgivelovertolthe
kohen.[f(thelpeople'sfield[growswell
then[thel[percentagel thatlis_given’to
the'kohen (T'RUMA)lisCmuchrgreater
then(ifitheylhave(nolcroplatiall.[Andlif
theirCsheep'sCwoolgrows[long, then
theCamountlgiven[tolthe kohenfrom
the(firstishearinglisimoreplentiful.

ButJaccordingtothe[DivreiCShaarei
Chayim,[1 this[J versel] teaches(] us
otherwise.[] Aharon[] was[] not[] com[]
mandediherebylHashem(tolblessthe
nation.[] Rather(] hel] spontaneously
raised(his[handsfolblessthem.[lt(was
hisTownTlinitiative fromthegoodness
oflhis(heartloutloffrueconcernforithe
welfare(ofthenation.[Hewantedthem
tollhavellallllthellgoodnessHashem

could’] bestow(] on(] them.[J It[] was
becauselof thisblessing,that’/Aharon
choseltolgive[to[thelnation, thatChe
andlhis(children merited(receiving[the
24[qgifts( from[the[hation. It"was[also
becauselof(thisblessingthattHashem
saw!his(true[personality lithat he was
all person(]whollwanted(]tol] bestow
blessings’onlothers. For[thatreason,
helJand[his[Jdescendants( throughout
thelgenerations wereworthytolbless
thelnation.[JAharon's(Iblessings[]and
thell blessings(J of] his[] descendants
throughoutthelgenerationsJarellnot
tainted. On(thelcontrary(theylare[very
sincere.

ICTamnot fromal family of kohanim,
though'mylmaternall grandfather(was
alLevi,[butl1"wouldllike[toltakethis
opportunity(tol blessi myl sonMichael
and[J his] Kallahtl Michall] that[l the
blessingsof[thekohanimthroughout
thel] generations(] should(] rest[] upon
them.

ThelJerusalemiInstitute
oflJewish/Law
Rabbil[EmanuelQuint,[Dean

Lesson#[(556
Jewish authorities appoint a
court of less than 3 judges

Asl(shownlin(prior(lessons, @nlindividual
judgelmaymotjudgelin(thefirstlinstance
without(the consent(oflthe(litigants. May
the[ lcommunity[ lappoint[JonelJor[ ltwo
individualslas[judges[$othat(they may
compel [ the[litigants[ to[ appear[ before
them?[] Bachl] (Rabbill Joell! Sirkis,
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157001640)states that(if(the community
accepted[lone[ 'wise[ person( to[ bel the
judgelit[lis[lobvious/ that[thellitigants
cannotwithdraw [from[him. Sma(Rabbi
JoshualFalk,[1555(1614)holds[that[if
onel or[twolpersons[are appointed [byla
community[tolactlasljudges, thenlthey
arel[] in[] the[] same[] position[] as[] the
recognized expert who[ may[ judgel by
himself.[! Urim[] (Rabbil] Jonathan
Eybeschutz,[11690(1764) [ states[ that[lin
his[city[of[Metz[there[waslaldecree[of
thel¢ity[¢ouncil [that[a[single judge may
judgelbylhimself. Thel following[is an
excerptl from[ al responsum[ ofl Radbaz
(Rabbill Davidl] Ibnll Avill Zimri,
146501574)

“Onlwhatl[doltheyltelylin Egypt[ihen
therelislonelJewish[ governorlor[Jewish
judge? [ Is[it[notl taught[ that al person
should[not(jjudge! byl Thimself?[1Only
Hashemjudges by Himself.[The(samelis
inlJerusalem/andlin(thelentire kingdom.
IfTit[is[to[belargued(that(the ‘answerlis
because/the[judgelis[anlexpert and has
obtained[authorization, [is[it[not[Wwritten
in[Rambam /that(iflonelislaltecognized

expert[or[ Thas[Ireceived[Jauthorization
from[thel courtl that helimay[ judgel by
himself, [ butlit[is[not[equivalent/ tol a
court,[and[thoughlit[is[permissible, the
Sageshavelcommanded (thathe[sit[Wwith
other[judges, [or(itlis taught([that(onemay
notjudge by himselflsinceonly[Hashem
judges by Himself.[Thelanswer(given by
Radvazl[is[thatl this[ practicelis[oflVery
long[standing going[backlalmost(to the
beginning[ of(thel Arablteign[in Egypt.
Thel] caliphl] ofl] Egyptl! married(] a
Babylonianprincess.['When[she[¢ame to
livelin[Egypt/shelinquired whether the
Jews[hadltheirlown[leader,[the[caliph

replied[Ithat(Ithey[Idid[Inot.[IShe[then
informed () him[J that[] in[] her[J father’s
country,there(were many(Jews[and [they
hadlalleader(known!/as(the Exilarch(who
was[ descended[ from[ King[ David[‘and
that(her[father[Wwasblessed [through him
and[gave him[great(honor(since helwas
descended from(kings(and[prophets. The
caliphlimmediately[issuedal command
tolbring(d[Jew(from Babylonia[who [Wwas
descendedfrom[King[David. ThelJews
of(] Babyloniall sent[] al] wise[! and
understanding(person (from(the[family[of
the[1Exilarch(land[The[was/lappointed
governor[oflalltheJews[in[thekingdom
of [Egypt. Fromthat(time[on[thechain[of
Jewish[governors(in [Egypt/¢commenced.
Thelgovernor![ received[ authority( from
thelcaliph(to[govern(the people/with/the
staffland Gwith (the (ash[asit[is [written,
“Thellscepter(Ishall[Inot[depart[]from
Judah”.[JAfter[Ithere[Jwere[Ino[longer
descendants[ofTKing[David[in[Egyptlor
there[were[noldescendants worthy(to(be
appointed, | the governorship[ passed! to
thoseWwho merited[it[on [account[oftheir
wisdom/[land[good[Ideeds.[ IThey! iwere
able(to[judgelindividuallylin[monetary
cases, [ to[punish, to(flog, [folputuinderla
banland [foléxcommunicate according(fo
thelexigencyloflthe hour.
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ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'inAccordancewith Halacha

Suing the Doctor in
Halacha and Secular Law

LastlJweek[]we[lread[]Rabbil]Shlomo
Dichovsky'sopinion[in[thel[ casel ofl a
doctor[] who[J encouraged(] parents[] to
continuel | with[] al] pregnancy[] which
resulted(in/the(deliverylofialchild (with(d
birth[defect. In his[opinion,[the doctor
may(not(belheldlegallytesponsibleland
maylnot[belIsued,[Jeven]if( lhe[Thad
instructed [ the[lcouplenot[to undergo
extensive [prenatal [testing.

Rabbil Dichovsky! explained! that[ there
arel threel partners/in[thelcreation[bfla
child[THaShem, [ the[ ‘mother[and[ the
father. [ Theldoctor(is(notlincluded,and
therefore[Jcannot[be[Jblamed[Ifor[Jany
"damages"[caused(by(the birth(dflalchild
born[Iwith[alldefect[lor[Jdisability.[/In
addition, [thedoctor[lcannot[ bel found
negligent[ifl hel advised! thel couplel to
continue[with(thelpregnancylduelto(the
fact[that[it[ishalachically complex[to
terminate(d[pregnancy.

Inlthis[Vein,[it[$eems[clear(thatlal¢hild
born[Jwith[Jalldefect[cannot[suelhis
parents [for [bringinghiminto(the world,
since[their[onlylalternative (Wwouldhave
been(to! terminate[ his[life.[ The same
maylbelsaid[tegarding/theparents' ¢case
against[ their[doctor:[ They[¢annot( force
theldoctor[to[terminate(life. Therefore,
both[‘wouldappearto[ bel meaningless
court[Jcases.[JHowever, lin[] American,
British[and [ Israelil secular[ law[it[was
determined (that[d[doctor[maylindeedbe
held(liablefor(thebirth (oflalchild with(a
congenital (birth(defect.

Halachically[] these[] cases[] are
problematic:[Theldoctorslinvolved [(were
practicing medicine[ within[the[ correct
framework land[ held[perfectly[]valid
licenses. In[$omeLlc¢ases the[doctor[had
even[warned thel parents(that(thelfetus
was|defective(lla(flawed [diagnosis([land
B'H,Jalhealthy[ Ibaby[Iwas[ Idelivered,
proving[that[Jit[lwas[not[the[Idoctor's
diagnosis[that[]created[the[lunhealthy
child; rather, itwas[@ivinedecree.

In[summary, [iflal doctor has[¢completed
medical [schoolJandlis[licensed[las[a
doctor, he ¢annot[belsuedformaking[a
wrong/diagnosis(or[treatment.

Thislissuelis(complex[dnd émotive [llour
short(pieces/herelarenotlintended(tolbe
halachically[binding. In eachlindividual
casellal competent[ Rabbil who([has[‘an
understanding bfl medicine as[ well as
the[Jintricacies lofl halachalJshouldbe
consulted. 'But[/Rabbi[1Dichovsky[ldid
makelalvalidland[important[point[in(his
lecture[Jat[Ithe Irecent]Puah[JInstitute
annual ] conference:[] Thel | culture[] of
litigation [that/suggests(that/dll[problems
canl bel solved[ byl finding[ the[ "guilty"
partyland[suing[him[does[hot[ actually
solvel thel problem,[ land [ may!( lactually
standlin[¢ontradiction[fo[thehalacha, or
theldirectives(andspirit/ofithe(Torah.

L EANDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (TZAV[Zachor)MTriddles:
[17 13EIBx7 HIB B/ I3

Firstllet'sLdo[the[drithmeticLdn[the
rightlside[cf[the [statement:[Rlemember
that[multiplication [ahd [division [gb [first
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then[addition[@hd[slibtraction.d3x7
is[91 [ahd[13/13 i3 [dne.[Thelright[side
nowlrkads[9ll + | 3 (A1 Which 31047
M hich[4[96.[NMow[We[Have [13=96,
which [i$[d[fAlse[skatement.[BHlowever,
look[ak[the 113 [again [ahd[thy [tb [ske[it
differently. CLikeCthis: 13 CwhichClis

Hebrew [(handwriting).[MZAV =@ [H6,
which[iddeed[id[9b, [sb[thelstatement[id
true.dfCyoullook[CkarefullyCht[the
TTriddle[ih[dhe[BardLdopy, Lyou Livill
notice[that[the[Tlldf 13[d[albit[shorter
than[the[3, [dr[should[Welshy[that[the
VAV s [shorter[than[the[TZADI,list
as[if(id[id [the WordMZAV, [chther [than
the[dumber[thirteen.[(And[Know[that
TZAV[does[NOT [hhve[MZAV [pIsukim
as[thelsiman[at[theldnd[dflthelskdra
claims; itlhhs [QV idlalur [@humashim.)

[2][AharonahdBltimes BneiYisrael

TZAVLET...[dccurs[dnly[Hix[timesLih
the[ITorah[J(and[Inowhere[lelse[lin
Tanach).[At[the[Beginning[df[Barshat
Tzav[Wel[find[the[dnelahd[dnly[TZAV
ETCAHARON.Theldther[five[dimes
(four[id Bamidbar[ahdlohcelid Mayikra)
it (4[B'NEIISRA'EL [that[id[the [abject[df
TZAVIET.[And[iflybulanttblihclude
the[dneldccurrence[dfLV'TZAVLET,
then [thelobjectlould bk EHOSHUA
in[D'varim[{#hebbok, [thatl[is).

[3]XourlWife,[Aharon, eviyim,[Jan,
staff,([daders

KACHIHT...[Thedommand[tb[TAKE:
In[B'reishit, [the[ahgels[téll Lot [tb[thke
his[Wfe [ahd[tvo [single[daughters[and
leave[Bedom.[dnBh'mot, CG [ tells
Moshel[tb [tklI[Aharon[tb [TAKEYour
staffldnd[dhrow [t [down[Gh (front[of

Par'o.dd[Phrshat[Tzav, [G[dltéllsMoshe
to[TAKE[Aharon[dnd[his[dons...[In
Bamidbar, e [find[KACH[ET [several
times[I[ithe [Leviyim, Cdwice,[Aharon,
Moshe's[dtaff[dgain, [dhe (firepan,[dnd
the[léaders[dflthe[geople.[(n[Megila,
Achashveirosh[told[Haman [do [TAKE
the[drown,[toyal[tobes,[horse, [étc.
and[dress[Mordechailand[garade[Him
throwl(thecity lof[Shushan.)

And[that'sCht[For LT Triddles[{slow
week),[butCive've[got[h[ T Treader
Feedbackfdrlybu...

TTreader FEEDBACK

WPLivrites: [Okay, [doyoulBlew[the
halachic[times[dn[theffont[Jage[1I1t
happens.[At[Teastlyoulhad[Wayikra's
times[Thbeled[Vayikra[dnd[hot[Tzav.
Thatlwouldhhve[beenWorse.[And[the
times[dn[page[threelWere[alllcorrect,
as[best[ab[lchn[sée. Butlthat's[nbtwhy
I'm [elmailing ybu. [ldokedthroughthe
wholelidsuelalcbuple[dfltimes, [ckrtain
that[IIWouldlske[sbomel[skats[fbr[Tzav
being[4achor[ahd[Zachor[Heing[Tzav.
What'slthel[story?

TT [statistitian (here: Mou [ale [right[ahd
we[alelabhamed[that[We[deglected[tb
givelthel[stats[dn[Tzav[Zachor.[WVe'll
give[them [dow[I[Bven[though[We're
past[that[Shabbat,[Because[they[dre
interesting. (We'lllglve[the [dss[elkciting
statsloh[Sh'mini[Paralid [the[Skdralstats
columnlahlphge[Sl

Here's[the[scoop. LOfLN 4 Hifferent
year[types[dfidurfixed[Talendar,[dnly
oneltypelglveslus[Mzav[ahd[Aachorldn
thelshme[Shabbat.[Thislyear's[typelis
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M'UBERET ] | 3[months,[ 2 [JAdars),
startedbn[IThursday [{MON, LITUE,

Shabbat[areltheldther[three[dossibil L]

ities),[ahd[SHALEIM[(Marcheshvan[ahd
Kislevboth hhve 30 [dhys, [the [ykar(hhs
385,[the[Most[possible).[Thereldre
seven [ykar[types[df[M'UBERET [(And[if
follows[] that[] there[] arel] seven
year[types[df[B'SHUTA, [ak [Well), fbur
differentyear[types[begin[Lobn[THU,
and[six[year[types[that[are [SHALEIM.
Butldnly[dnelykar[typelthatlcbmbines
theselthree[fictors[and[rksults[ih[the
unique[Mzav[Zachor.Thiskind [df[ykar
occurs[866%[dflthe[time,[Which[id[ah
average [oflahceid [I5 [ykars. [That's[the
average; [ thel distributionLis[lineven.
Last(MEMHEISHIN [ykar [We [bad[Was
27 [years[ago, [5744.[But[the[dext[dne
isCdcheduled[(for[three[Jears[from
now.[(Remember[always[that[When[a
proper[3anhedrinLis[éstablished[dnd
theldalendar[goes[Hack[tb[Method[A

(eyewitness[testimony [ahd [discretion []

ary[dowers[tb[fineltline[the[chlendar,
"scheduled"[years[von'tChecessarily
happen[justlthatiway.)

In@IIR [chonth [ykar[(Whichatcountfdr
63%[dflthelykars),[Aachor[id[T'tzaveh
58.8% [ bf[hllyears[hnd[T"'rumalls
Zachor[4.33%[dfalll[ears.[113 [chonth
yearsChccount[for[137% ofClyears.
Vayikrali$[Zachor[30. | %[df[dll[years
andTzavUlisO0ZachorU(asUalready
mention)[&l66%[ofall lykars.

Now[Ibok[dt[TZAV.[83.16%[df the
time (IR [chonth [ykars), [if's[Shabbat
HaGadol LITits Llown [haftara[ being
prelempted. ] It'sL] Zachor[J another
6.66%[df[the dime@nd[Paral16.32%,

when[its[Baftaralib[dIso[prelempted.
Thatldavelahly[113.85% [df[the [ykars[id
theldegular[Raftara[df[Tzav[dead.[Th
Jerusalem, [that[drops[jlist[Helow[10%
of(the[time, [(Because[Shushan[Purim
can[falllCbn[rzav,Cpreleimpting[the
haftaralyket[again. [This[id(éssfitequent
than[the[tegular [haftara[bf[ Mikeitz
(which[ik[thost[dften[Pgrelempted By
thelbhftaralfdrShabbat[@hanuka.

SH'MINI Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Sanctuary Sobriety

Context: In the shadow of Nadav and
Avihu's tragic death, God turns to their
father, Aharon, and commands:

"Do not drink wine or intoxicating
beverage, you and your sons with you,
when you come into the Tent of
Meeting, and you will not die; this is an
eternal decree for your generations. In
order to distinguish between the sacred
and the profane and between the
impure and the pure, and to teach the
children of Israel all of the statutes that
God has spoken to them through
Moshe."

While the text seems to clearly prohibit
the consumption of any alcoholic
beverage during the Kohen's fulfillment
of his functions as priest and educator,
the Talmud, after extensive debate,
limits the full biblical prohibition to the
ingestion of "intoxicating amounts" of
wine. In further discussion, many
halachists delineate additional, less
severe penalties both for the consump
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ption of other intoxicating beverages
and for smaller amounts of wine. Finally,
most scholars extend the requirement of
sobriety during the teaching and
application of the law to all teachers and
not only to the Kohanim.

Moving beyond the technical aspects of
the law, numerous commentaries focus
on its potential motivation. The Torah's
concern, they say, centers on the
debilitating effects of alcohol. An
individual who is inebriated to any
degree will neither be able to properly
execute the Sanctuary service nor
appropriately engage in halachic dis
cussion and decision making. The Torah
therefore prohibits the consumption of
wine as a safeguard against possible
intoxication.

Questions: Why are these command
ments necessary?

Given the intricate detail of the
Sanctuary service; given the clear
repeated divine warnings concerning the
potential consequences of error in that
service; given the overwhelming specter
of Nadav and Avihu's death as an
apparent result of ritual deviation; given
the fact that proper halachic decisions
clearly require one's full faculties; why
would anyone assume that these
functions could be performed in a state
of intoxication? Why must the Torah
state the obvious?

To go one step further, if the Torah's
fundamental concern is potential error
in the Sanctuary service or in halachic
deliberation, why frame the prohibition
as a ban upon alcoholic beverages? Why
not simply reiterate a general warning
that these disciplines must be
approached with awe, reverence and
caution?

Finally, if this law is based on the

potentially debilitating effects of
alcohol, why is a difference drawn in the
Talmud between wine and other
intoxicating beverages? Shouldn't all
substances that could potentially lead
to inebriation be equally prohibited?

Approaches:

A. An astute observation made by a
museum guide during one of my first
trips to Israel can help us frame an
answer to these questions.

"You can deduce,” he said, "common
practice within a society from the legal
edicts enacted by its government."

"Centuries from now," he continued to
explain, "when the ruins of this museum
are excavated, archaeologists will not
find signs in the rubble stating 'No
bicycle riding." Since it is not current
common practice in our day to ride
bicycles through museums, legal
postings prohibiting such behavior are
not necessary and will not be part of the
archaeological record.

"Excavators will, however, find 'No
smoking' signs. This discovery will lead
them to correctly surmise that smoking
was likely to occur in public buildings
during the twentieth to twenty first
centuries and that the administrators of
this museum moved to prevent such
activity."

B. This comment may well shed light on
the Torah's concern for the sobriety of
the Kohanim.

God finds it necessary to prohibit the
consumption of wine during ritual and
intellectual religious activity in response
to "common practice"” of the time.

The use of alcohol and other psycho
active drugs was an integral component
of the religious rites of many ancient

cultures. Rather than viewing inebriation
and similar "escapist" behaviors as
impediments to spiritual search, these
societies considered the use of psycho
active substances an essential prereq
uisite of that very search.

Archaeological evidence, in fact, traces
the use of psychoactive drugs in every
age and on every continent from
prehistoric times to the present. In
modern times, the term entheogen
(meaning literally "generating the divine
within") has been coined to refer to
vision producing drugs taken to bring
on a spiritual experience. The use of
such substances, many have believed
across the ages, enables man to loosen
the shackles of his earthly existence and
truly encounter the Divine.

In direct opposition to this approach,
normative Judaism preaches an "earthly"
encounter with our Creator. As we have
consistently seen, one of the Torah's
primary messages is that God is to be
found and experienced in this world,
with our feet firmly planted on the
ground. The S'forno maintains that
Moshe, our greatest prophet, achieved
his greatness specifically because of his
ability to relate to God without
relinquishing his physical senses.

The ban on alcoholic consumption in
specific settings, therefore, does not
emerge solely from apprehension over
alcohol's potentially debilitating effects.
A much more fundamental philo
sophical issue is reflected in this
prohibition.

God's message to His people is once
again clear: | am not to be found in the
mists at the summit of Sinai. | am not to
be encountered in esoteric visions or
"out of body" experiences. You are to
find Me in your world through

performance of My mitzvot, through the
sober study, application and living of My
law.

C. We can now also understand, as well,
the distinction made in the law between
wine and other intoxicating substances.
Wine, even more than other psycho
active materials, has long occupied a
particular place in religious ritual. This
fact is evidenced at both extremes
within Jewish law. On the one hand,
because of the unique status of wine in
pagan culture, the Torah mandates the
prohibition of yayin nesech (wine that
has been used for idolatrous purposes
and is, therefore, prohibited to all Jews
at all times). On the other hand, wine, in
moderation, finds its positive place
within Jewish practice, used to mark
special occasions and events.

Had the Torah's only concern been for
potential error on the part of the
Kohanim, all intoxicating beverages
would have been treated equally. By
singling wine out for special attention,
however, the Torah communicates that
there is more to this prohibition than
meets the eye. Wine used properly and
in moderation, the Torah teaches, like all
of God's physical creations, enhances
our appreciation of the Divine. When
used to escape reality, however, all
psychoactive substances undermine our
spiritual search, which is predicated on
creating a union in our lives between
heaven and earth.



Parshe Peints o Ponder
Sh'mini
I)Why[does[the[Torahuke[the Word
EIGEL [Ghstead Cdf[dhe Clisual (PAR o
describelthe[dow[Which[Aharon[Was

toldffer 2k [phrt[dflthe fihal step [dflthe
initiaition [ofthe Klohanim [(9:2)?

2)[(Why[Hoes[the[Torah[kay[ that
Aharon'slsicrificeblouldatone fdrhim
ANDL] THELI NATIONL (V'KAPER
B'ADCHA[UVIADHA'AM)anhdthen
thatlthere[Would[He[another[dffering
for[the[hation[({KORBAN[HA'AM
V'KAPER BA'ADAMI817)?

3) Why[does[the[Torah[doncludelthe
section[degarding[don[kosher[ihsects
withld theld seemingly[] irrelevant
statement[BECAUSEMMAMIG [DWHO
TOOKLOYOULIOUTLOFLIEGYPT
(11:45)?

ParshaPointstoPonder
by Rabbi[Dov(Lipman

[Parsie Peiits o [Pencer
Suggestedlahswers

|)[Da'at[Zekainim[MiBaalei(HaTosfot
explain[thatlAharon[Brought[disrgace

to[dhe[Kehunal#hrough[his[ihvolve[l

mentLih[fhe[goldenLdalfCivhich[ivas
calledChnCEIGEL, (ko Chow[The[wvas
instructed[tb[uke[ah[BIGEL[tb[rkstore
honorltdltheKehuna.

2)[The[®hr[HaChayim[@nswers[that
since[Aharon[Was[the[dause[df[Hhe
Jewish[people[Sinning[dt[the[golden
calflsince[illWas [his[idea, [nlo [ahe [cbuld
receive[atonement[Juntil Clthe (Jroot
causeMas[plrified.[Mhus,lohce[Aharon
received[dtonement,[the [dest[df[ dhe
nationlcbuldlalsoathievelatonement.

3)rhelKlilCYakar[teaches[that[the
closer[sbmething[idltb[thelgtound, the
more[physical[dnd[impurelit[i.[GD
redeemed[Lis[from[Egypt,[h[blace
which[wvas Clow[geographically Chnd,
therefore,Linore[impure,[to[4[land
which[Wvas[dlevated[geograph [Likally,
Israel,[dnd, [therefore,[Welshould[skay
away [f[dom [theseIdwly bkings.

Ask[OU Kashrut

Q: WhylLdoLbnly[d[few[brandsLbf
“hard”Ccheese,[Isuch[Jas[Icheddar,
mozzarellal] and[] parmesan,] bear
welllkhown[osher[symbols? [Afterall,
thelihgredients[ih[dlmost[dllLdheeses
seem[do[Be[Rosher;[danyoulplease
explain?

A: Tolthelsurpriseldflthany[deople,
kosher[Fennetlskt”[cheesesHcheeses
such[ak[thoselybullistedabove,ahd[all

cheeses[Mhich[use[dennet[drldennet]

typeldnzymes[ds[dnihgredient[2[Ere
onlylcbnsideredkbsherwhen[theylate
madeldinder[3pecial Ldn[site [#abbinic
supervision.[] This[] means[ that[1a
mashgiach, [ar kbsher[slipervisor, [Must
be[present[forldvery[Rosher[dheese
production.[This[hw, Lor[halacha, [k
codifiedin[Bhulchan[Aruch:[Xoreh
Deah [l 5:2[ahd[idfdundid [the Talmud
(Tractate[Avoda[Zaralpl 2P [ahd 35).

Thelrkason[fbrlthis[regulation[id [that
somel[ theeses[ Were[{and[ktillChre)
made[from[hon[kbsher[neat[based
rennet[8nzymes.[{(Rennetl[is [(fbund[ih
the[dbomasal Lfourth[dtomach)ining
ofChnimals,Chnd[it[ds[produced by
cuttinglahd[mhilling[the [abomasal [flesh,
with[its[rénnet, [ahdlukingthe [rbsultant
productlin[¢heeselmhaking.)[Cheeses
producedfdom[this[meatbasedlrénnet
are[Hefinitely Chon (dosher,Chs[kven
thoughLonly (4 [Cniniscule[Amount[of
rennet[is[used[tb[rhakelslich[cheeses,
since[(hon[kbsher)rknnet[id[thelohain
ingredient, [the [dennet[i$ [dot[dullified
(“batel”),[And [t tendersthe[Whole
cheeselnbnkbsher.

The[Talmudic[Shges[dkcreed[thatlsince

cheese[nay [be[madeMith [nbn [osher,
meat[bhsed[rknnet, [dnly[cheeseWhich
has[dn[site[dabbinic[dupervision[that
monitorsLlthellingredients[land[kthe
cheeselmhaking[process[for[lkosher
compliancelik[dcceptable.[Therefore,
even[iflWekhowl[thatlalckrtain[cheese
uses[thicrobial[dennet[drlsbomeldther
kosher[rennetltypeJenzyme,[Isuch
cheesel[idldeemed[nbn [kosherahdmay
not[He[donsumed[unless[it[Was[thade
underloh[sitelrdbbinic[slipervision.

Everylrknnet[sktlcheese[that[Bears[ah
OUD[Lsymbolvas[dadeldnder[dhe
supervision Jof[Jaldmashgiach[Jwho
supervised[ the[dngredients[And[the
cheeselmhaking[1process,[1and[Jwho
personally[ddded[{he[dennet[ o[ the
cheeselvht.[(Fome[bhlachiclalithorities
requirel] that[] the[d mashgiach[] be
physically Clinvolved ClinClthe Clcheese [
making[process;[this[translates[into
thelhashgiach[dosing[thelrknnetlihto
theldheeselvat, [dither [ohanually [dr [By
electronic[aktivation, [ak[the[chse[rhay
be.[Older[¢heese[plants[do[dnanual
rennet[ Hosing, CwhileChewer[hlants
have[3ystems[that[dose[the[tennet
into[the[theese[Vat[Via[klectronic
activation.[In[both[tases, [ the[OU
requiresthat[the[tashgiach[doselih
thelrknnetfdr(elery vhtldficheese that
is[Aroduced, [(Hased[upon[thelspecifics
oflehch[plant'slcénnetsystem.)



