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Tazri'albkginsith thelshortestlpkreklid the Morah [Mayikra (IR [hhs BIplsukim L]
which[deals[With [the [Births[df[Boys[dndLdirls, Lspecifically Lthe (TUM'ALdnd
TAHARA [status [df[their [thother[ahd[the [dorbanot[that[aIYOLEDET [Brings [at
thelehd[ofalspecified [pkriodoftime.

The[Maftir [df[HaChodesh ftom [Sh'motIR2 IIpresents[thelehrly [phase[df[the
birth[df[the [nhtion [df[3rael [Tthe [mhitzvaltb [skt[up [alJéwish [Qalendarahdthe
mitzvotlrélatedltdthe lvery [fitrst[Korban [Pesachlan the [night af[the [Fikodus.

Nisan [I8hodeshHaAviv([lihe[spring[month [Which elahnouncelthis[Shabbat
of (births", [hkralds[the [cébirth [of nhture.

Rabbi[Weinreb [lihks[the [rkadings [df[the [tivo [Tlorahs[this[Shabbat, [akiddicated
above.[SbWelhhveldkcided[tddevotethis [kadTidbitltd therébirth [afinhture [l
specifically, [td [TREES.

Last[iveek's[Word[Lbf[ the [Month[boxLintroduced[the [Hopic LOfLBIRKAT
HAILANOT,the[blessingforttees", With alwarning[that[this[blachalbhs[been
"delayed"[thislybar [because [ofthe [tWo [Adars, [ahd [that We [should bk [diligent [tb
say[thelblachalak[ehrly[id [the [mhonth[df[Nlisan [ak [Welchn, [t [aloid [missing [this
oncelalykarlcélebrationlof[HaShem's world.

Let's[Back[up [albit[ahd[thke [alftesh Idok [at[TREES [ftom [al]Jéwish [plerspective.
Actually, Dve'lllback Clip Céven urther CAndChotice Livhat[bur[Sages [ did[in
composingblrachotfdrfdodahdlother(things.

Chazallcbuld[Have[decided[tb[ohake [dnelchtch [all (Bracha[fbr [us [tb [shy [Hefore
eatinglar [drinkinglahything,lahdlwhen[ekperiencinglsightslahdlsbunds  cone. p.4

Jerusalemid/outltimeslfdr Tazri'a[HlaChodesh

6:22 pm TAY 44 Opm Summerlfime (seelphge BlfdrGther Zanim)
Checkedlahd[doublelchecked [fbr[Shabbat[PhrshatMazri'a[MHaChodesh [{#n'vorchim)

Moshiko NEW [Grill[ Bar © Mevasseret[Tzion
Sderot[Hachotzvim([9 * 579(7744

Pa rSh a Plx Explanatlonslﬂnlﬁ 37

WOl'dl Qﬂﬂhe MOllﬂl Shabbat[HaChodesh[id[dn[Rosh[@hodesh
Nisan [28%[dflthe[time.[The[dest[df[the[Years[{ike[this[dne)[i[i3[Shabbat
M'vorchim.[Rosh[@hodesh[NisanWill [be[ch Muesday...

72907 PRI D3 Dy LY X327 WY oI 777 J0°1 WIN WX
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Gldlcbmmanded [uk[tbmhake [dur(chlendar, thereby [making luk [phrtners With [Him [id the

conceptldfShnctification [dfMime. [Dne[ittlething[that e chn [do [tb [denomstrate [durjdy

in[this[glft: Mnow[the[Hebrewldhte...[ahd ke [id

Yearslthat[start[dn[a[Tluesdayate[always[K'SEDER, L. [Marcheshvanhhs 2P [dhys[ahd
Kislev[hhs[30.Mears[that[start[oh [Monday[dr [Shabbat[ate[either [GHASEIR [(29 [29) [ar
SHALEIMI(30030). Mears(that(startlah (Thursday [chn [Be [ahy [df [the [three[situations.
More[Knowl(the[Qalendar", [id hbnor [of[Phrshat[HaChodesh

Therelale[TH [differrentlykar[types[(¢onfigurations[thatidclude What[dhy [of[the Week
RH [Bkgins,[hbw[many [dhys[do Marcheshvan[ahdKislevbhve, ahd [hbwmhany [Adars)

Thelmostlcbmmon id[IR [mhonth [ykar [beginning[an Mhursday [ahd [the [mhonths [id [drder [(1 8%)

Thelrhrest[id[IR [mhonth [ykar [Beginningloh [Mhursday, With [a130 [dhy Marcheshvan[(3.3%)
This[ykar, 577 | [ITHU [start, [filll Marcheshvan [&Kislev, [d[the [mhost[cbmmon [IB [chonth

year[typel(b.7%)

Her children and I, Avidan

Hints at Norelco's three heads

350 double[Adars
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From V 12 to Ba 7 (T117 119)

Sarcophilushbrrisiilshiri

specialness[Jof[different[Jcategories.
Foods[that[jrowfrom[thel §round
werelgiven[special blachot, [chther[than
thelgéneric SHEHAKOL.

And[dhatDdvhichCgrows[dn [drees[Wvas
singled[dut[fbr&xtralspecial [dttention
with[BOREI[PRIHAEITZ, [chther[than
staying[With [HAADAMA, WhichWould
be[true[dnoughforfruitLthatCdomes
fromltteeswhichlgrowlid[thelground.

Chazal[3aw[3omething[$3pecial (About
trees.[ JAnd[they [Cvanted Cluis[ ko[ be
mindfullahd appreciative [ofthat[special [

ness.

WelBave[BOREI[BRIHAEITZ When
weleht[the ftuit [dfthe[ttee, ahd [BOREI
ATZEILV'SAMIMQvhenQGlve [dmell Cihe

Note: Summer Time begins Friday
SUMMERTIME morning when 2:00am becomes 3:00am. I-EAD I]I DBI' cont.[fdlomfdontlphge
We have added the earliest time for
Shabbat candles for the current week. Oflsignificance.Thinkaboutid SHEHA[]  fragrances[dfltlees[(br[tlee[like[plants
- “Next week's" earliest is the second KOLOWwouldCvork[(dor[Cbread,[wine,  and[flowers).[Welhave [SHEKACHA
Candles (earliest)y Taz[HaCho  Havdala nextlubek - ’ ’
6:2 (5:4;;lr - Yerushalayim 736 6:]297)( III;H PLAG time belov. cake,[apples, [chrrots, [chicken,[shelling  LOBAIDLAMO [When[Weloherely[SEE
6:40 (5:43) S'derot 7:38 6450143 fragrant[spices,[1seeing[Ja[rainbow, albkautiful fdrest.
6:38 (5:41) Gush[Btzion 136 6430041 hearing[thunder-...[Thatdingle[Bracha
6:39 (5:42) Raanana 139 6441143 wouldWork[fbr[uist[@bout Il [things. An%ﬁ&g%entgnng m‘g:‘;&g I:Hh%
6:39 (54 |) Beit[Shemesh/RBS 137 6:43 71742 Subtract 1hr for March 30,31 They C¢ould |:|have|]:|one|jt|]hat|]vay. asklus : ke al ok ' uitltrees
6:39 (5:42) Netanya 738 64401143 Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI TheirGall thelspringl(3pecificallyid Nisan), lbkfore
6:39 (5:42) Rehovot 138 6447143 24 AdarB 4 Nisan® Mch30 Apr$ et they[begin (o (Bear Fruit, lvhenEhey
6:37 (5:42)  Be'erSheva/Otniel 7:37 60141 |  |EarliestiTalit & Tiliniinins:4105:29am But(they[decided[dtherwise.[Each[fbod  haveflbweredHhd[theylekclaim:[bok
639 (5:41) Modi'in/Chashmona'im 1:31 63014 | |Sunriselliiiiiiig:32)6:20am item [dould(BaveBad[@ts[dwn[Specific  at[G[d'sMorld.Bereatetteesthat Wil
6:22 (5:42) PetachTikva 138 6270ID43 | - |SoflZmani KuSh'mal 01:009:37.9:30am bracha.[Mitzvot[do.[Matza,[Maror,  givelybuldelicious, [nutritiousftuits[id [l
6:22 (5:40) Maale[Adumim 136  6:27[07141 (MageniAvraham:19:0118:53am) Omer.CSukka. CShofar. [Lulay. [ Mesila while. BLit B Ehe Beantime. Eke Bldok
6:38 (5:41) Ginot[Shomron 131 6300042 SofiZ'mani Tilan00000000010:39110:34am ; ’ ’ X ga, ; P "
27 . : ) 00010 Shabbat[chndles,[Mezuza,[@Qhalla...[ehch Take[Ch[CEmell.[(Beautiful, Cho? (That's
6:37 (5:40) Gush[Shiloh 1:36 64200141 (MagenlAvraham:10:09110:03am) - .
6:38 (5:41) K4&Hevron 136 64300141 |  |Chatzotmmmmmn2:44pmi2:41am have[theirLownlbracha.L Appleslind  Gld'slWorld.[HelHas[dreatedLalllkinds
6:38 (5:41) Giv'at[Ze'ev 136 6430101 (halachicinoon) oranges[ Hon't.[TTomatoes[ hndLpeas  of[Beautiful[things[ih[this[World[[[He
6:39 (5:42) YadBinyamin 138 6440143 Minchall Gedolal 000000001 1:1501:13pm don't.[They[cbuldbhve. didn't[ohiss[allthick.[And[fbr[Whom[did
6:40 (5:43) Ashkelon 139 6:45[ID44 (earliestiMincha) o Heldreate[k[AI1?[For[the[Benefit[bf
6:27 (5:40) Tzfat 1:36 63200101 |  |PlagiMinchammmmmiiiis:3915:43%pm Butl]:hgzal Lventlih[heldirectionldf | Bkings.
6:39 (54  ZichronYaakov  T:38 &MU | |sunsetinnnnoonoroon00007:0107:07pm categories. LEach[BrachalfellsLisLdhat
Rabbeinu[Tam Bavdala[MMazri'a[BaChodesh I8 | 2pm (based) onl seal level:] 6:5617:02pm) our[Shges[Wantedluks[tb[apbpreciatelthe  Thel[Sages[Werelrhaking[alHroad[doint

about[LGld's[vorld,[but[they[those
floweringfruit[drees[ih [Nisan [ds[the
epitomelofithelcbncept.

Thinklsbme[dflthesethoughts[the [nkext
time[you[Hold[an [@pple[ih [YourHand.
Thinklsbmeldfitheselthoughtsthe [nkxt
timelybuWalk[phst[alttee [dr[ske[albird
perchedlahalblanch.

And[seek[dut[fruit[tleesih[Bloom[ds
soon[d[Nisan[drrives,[do [YouLdan[say
the[rachal@vhich ou [Will [find [ih [the
middle[cblor[phges[dfithis[idsue[df[TT)
with[Joy[hnd[hppreciation[for[the
beauties[of[thisMorld[that[G[dlcleated
and[id hich[Helplaced[uk.[(Theblacha
is[dreferably [shid [dn[at[Iéast[tvo [fruit
trees,[With[(flowers[But[dot[yet[With
fruit.) Mizku[MMitzvotlahdehjoy!

OUlIsraelllCenterIrTb50 ) 4 Thellazri'allHaChodeshl{m)b7710ssue



BREATHILINGT 2 T353R T

=Pl Kapral g pisiu i ki)
2 awamhonNeY

Bay=hicBpytpnllinll gk

imp sl ol pEap=tie pipeyy

Somel[vkrsions[dflthe B'RACHA [bhve 'DWB? [idsteadlaf 727

Somelatd[theseT hilim[(122[ahd [IR8)

bW 0PWIT TIYwa rkan v Ny L7211 noa ok omka annt 11T nivynT Y
nY °3 /n owb iy bmw~’7 nITY 77 PLIY DVIAY VY QYW T 7‘7 7AW Y3 ,70137
71’7w ,79°m2 oibw 1 AR Thw ,a’bww oiow 1bxw 717 n’:b nixo? vswnb nixo3 120>

.77 290 nwRaR, 13’7’7 X /1 3 19mY .73 oiow K3 2K YT IR TYRb RimINa

’l‘RhES by JoyceKilmer
| think that | shall never see

A poem as lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest

Atree that looks to God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

Against the earth's sweet flowing breast;
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Tazri'a
HaChodesh

27th [od (54 [sddras; [4th [od (10 [id (Vayikra
Tazri’a[fihishes [tHe [fikst [half [of[tHe [sddras

Written Loh (128 (ides [inl[aTSafer (Tarah [{cank: [48)
9[Parshiyot; (FLopen (add (4Lchsed

67 Cpdsukim [[148th [icl (tHe (Tarah; [81h [ (VAyikra
1010 Lwbrds [[148th [inl[tHe (Tdrah; [8th [ (Vayikra
3667 [ekters [[148th [inl[tHe [Tdrah; (81h (i (Vdyikra

Tazria[islsthall. [Qhly [8Todher [sddras [ade [sHorter
(2 Ladhers [in(Vayikra [ahd [tHe [I2kt [4Tof [Dlvarim)

ITZVOT
7 [mitzvot [of(tHe [8] 3; (STpbsitive; 2 pdohibitions
Tazri'a is HaChodesh 20.5% of the time

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>CX:YL(Z)]End[S>[X:Y [(Z) ] Ghdicate
startLofChCparshalp’tuchallor[k’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [k [Perek:Pasuk Cdf[dhe
beginning[loflthe Clparsha; [}Z) Llis[lthe
number [df[plsukimid [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets][dre[the
Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer[BlaChinuch[LAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[1HaMitzvot.[1A=ASEI
(positive Lihitzva); [Il=LAV [{prohibition) [T
Rambam[counts[positives[1(248) [Jand
prohibitions[(B65) [deparately.[X:Y [i$[the
pereklahd[phsukflom [Which [the[mitzvalid

counted.

Kohen[IFirst[Aliya
| 3[p!sukim IIIR: | [13:5

[P> 12:10(8)] PereklD 12,0 the
shortestll inll thell TorahO withd 8
p'sukim,d deals withO "birth".0 A
woman( becomesl "ritually
unclean"ll followingll all (normal)
birthlMonelweekfordalboyldand
onl thel 8th0 dayl thel boyl is
circumcisedThndiwolweeksorlh
girl.0l ThisO periodl ofll TUM'ALI is
followedl byl all speciall "waiting
time"lofl330or0660daysfordboylor
girllrespectively,DafterDwhichOthe
mother[sltolbringthelkorbanotlof
alYOLEDET.OThellwholelissuelof
thel"rituallimpurityJoflalwoman
havinglgivenbirth"Oconstitutesda
mitzva [166,A100 12:2],0aslOdoes
thell bringingll oftl thell sacrifices
[168,A76 12:6].0ThisOportiondof
thelTorahlslhlsolthekourcelbflthe
generall prohibitiond ofll eating
"sacredmeat"OwhilellinOalstatelof
"rituallmpurity" [167,L129 12:4].

MitzvaWatch

Thelohitzva [df[Brit[Mila[id fbund[Back
in[Parshat[ Lech[1'chalhndInLthis
week's[dedraldf[Tazri'a. [MostLthitzva
counters[point[to[llech[l'chaldslthe
source[bf[the [iitzva, [ And Chot[the
more[J'logical"[kource[In[Tazri'a[ 1]
logical[becauseelfihd [the [dnguage [of
alcbmmand:[CSpeak[tb[the[children[df
IsraelCbaying..."[dn[Lech[1'cha,[the
mitzval[idfid [the [cbntext[dfthe [story [of
Gld's[J commandingl] Avraham[ to
circumcise lhimselflahd[the [males[of[his
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household.[True,[Ehe[p'sukimthere
contain[the[Thnguage [df[d[dommand
thatUlis[defined ClasCthe CmitzvaLlin
perpetuity, [But[thelstory[i[4f[d[99
yearLdld[han, [his[13[year[dld[don,
Yishmael,[Jand[Clvarious[LInonJéwish
slavesbkinglcircumcised. M hycbuntlit
from[CkchMchalratherthanMazri'a?

Thelahswer[$[firly [dbvious, [But[lét's
say [ilahyway.[BRIT MILA lid[altvo [phrt
mitzvaWhose[tio[Word[nhmel[télls [us
so.MILASthe [physical [rémoval [of [the
foreskinlahd[wWhatever[else[id[done by
the[MOHELLbn[the[Bth[Hay[ 1[Ibr
whenever[thereafter.[The[Mohel[shys
the[B'rachalAL[HAMILA [ahd[then[id[a]
matter [df(skconds, [that[aspect[dflthe
mitzvalidlatcomplished.The[BRIT [phrt
ofthelrhitzvalthkes[rthuch[Ibnger.[As
soon[ds[dhe[AMENs[fade[from[dhe
Mohel's[Bracha,[the[fither[df(the [Boy
makes[alskcond[Brachaldflchitzva [[ltb
enter[him[(thebhby)[idtolthelcbvenant
of (BRITO[SHEL) [Avraham [Avinu. [This
is[the[ohultifaceted, Ibng [[ferm [ohitzva
that[dhelparents[dontin[[lously [dnd
variously [flilfill [ak [they[rhise[their [sbn
to[Morah,[Chupa,ahd Maasim [Tovim.
The[MILA[part[dflcircumcisioncbmes
from[Tazri'a.[The[dommitment[part,
the[BRIT part,[is[from[Lech[L'cha.
That's[Why[dur[Shges[pointed[tb[Tlech
L'chalds[thel{primary)dource[dflthe

mitzva.

More.[Because [We[Have[already [(Heen
commandedLén[MILAback[ih[lech
L'cha, [the[Gemaralteaches[iis[dome
"new" [akpects[dflthe[thitzvalftom[the
"repetition"[df[dhe[itzvalBere.[B.g.
that[ah [Bth [dhy Milalchn Bk [pkrformed

on[Shabbat.[(And[that[thisapplieslahly
to[alHirth [through[the[Birth[chnal,[as
opposed[lto[Ja[1C[skction[ldelivery
whose[Mila[id[dot[doneldn[Shabbat.)
That[Milaldannot[Beldone[dt[dight.
Andlokher[dktails.

Ponderthis... Toldver[simplify:
onelabpectldfithelrhles[dflritual [purity
and[inpurity [fbr[@¥oledet[(h[Woman
who[Havelgiven[Hirth) [$[tb [showl[the
sharplcbntrast[between [ifelahd[death.
ThisLdan[Beldeenlih[the[Tum'aldf[d
dead[Body, [ih [the[Thws[df[Nida, [the
rulesCdfCpregnancy,Cas[vellCas[the
Yoledet.LAQWvoman'sLperioddignifies
that[life (Has[dot[Begun Within (Aer 1]
there[l[TUM'A.[A[PBregnantldvoman
has[life CldevelopingCwithin Clher 101
TA'HARA.LWWhen[that[lifeL&merges
into[ the[wvorld,[$he[1s[ho[longer
carryinglthatlektra[ife [TIUM'A.

Another[akpect[dfithelproceduresfbr
the[new [ohother [i[d[gkared [tb[Help (her
recoup [(Her [physical, [pkychological lahd
emotionallidentity @ahd lwell [Being.

[P> 13:1008)]0AfterOthelparshalof
BIRTH,OthedTorahOmovesQonlto
thell topicl ofl NEGA'IMI (various
skinfhfflictions).0ThelkestlotlTazria
(andOmostHofIMetzora)ddealsOwith
theseltopics.

AllpersondwithOanOafflictionl that
MIGHTDbelTzora'atl(inlonelofTits
manylforms)sfobelexaminedby
allkohenl(expertlinOthellawsOand
identificationJofIN'GA'IM,Owith0a
degree,Operhaps,linddermatology,
as well).0 Under[ certain circum[
stances,OthelkohenOmightldeclare
thelindividuallhellis checking,0a

OUlIsraelllCenterIrTb50 ) 7 Urhellazri'allHaChodeshl{m)b7710ssue

M'TZORAlrenderinglhimOmmedil
atelylrituallyllunclean.0Or,[hlkohen
mightlorderlalweeklonglquaranl
tinewithOanOadditionallexaminal
tionlfodeterminelthelktatusibflthe
individual,0toltakelplacelon0the
seventh[Maybflbaidljuarantine.

Levi(l§kcond[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [IIIB:6 117

Thatsecondlinspectionlcanlresult
in0 thel personll beingll declared
"clean",0Dor0"Tamei",Dor0an0addil
tionaldweekDofllquarantinelcanlbe
ordered.

[P> 13:900(9)]0 Al kohenl must
examinel all casel ofll suspected
Tzora'at.IHellooks[forlchangeslin
colorationlofllskinlandbhair,Oraised
orll sunkenll appearancell ofll the
blemishedl area,l increase,
decreasel orll noll changel inl size,
andl otherl signs.0 Sometimesl he
declaresll immediatell Tzora'at.
Sometimesll '"rituall purity"d is
declaredll immediately,0 in0 which
casellalltripOtodthedpharmacylforla
salvelightbelthelbestlthing.0And
sometimeslalquarantinelperiodlis
declared.

ThelexpertiselofllallkohenlinOthe
arealbflNega'imlsbothlhnlbrtthnd
alscience.lAndOmore.0DozensOof
shadeslofliwhitedandlotherlcolors
mustl bell distinguishablel tol the
inspectingll kohen.l Anll errorll in
perceptionlbflhlwvhitelikelthelhell
ofthnlegglhslopposedtolthelicolor
oflithelthinUmembranelunderthe
shelll(forlexample)dcanOmakelthe

differencellbetweenldeclaringlithe
examineelTahororTamei.0Only
certainl timesl ofll thell dayll are
permittedforlexamininglhlINEGA,
becauseloflitheldifferentleftfectslof
lightthndbhadow.

ThelawsbflNega'imlhrelinbelievl
ablyMifficultthndltomplex.And,On
additionl tol everythingl else,l the
kohenlhasOtoOknowlthelpsycholl
ogyloflithellcasesandbelsensitive
tolthelpersonallsituationsdoflthe
afflicted.0OnellexamplelisOthatOa
newl bridel orll grooml isll not
examinedlbylthelkohen,Osolthey
cannotlbeldeclared0TAMEI.OThat
couldl spoill theirl moods.0 Which
putsanlobviouslsubjectiveltwist
toltheltopicbfIN'GA'IM.

AlllooklatOsomeloflithedMishnayot
inl TAHAROT.,0 evenll without
goingllinlldepth,Ocanlgivelonelan
appreciationbtliwhatdsldnvolvedin
thisl topic.0 Oncellagain,0learning
comesltolthelrescuelhndhllowslus
tolgetl"involved"linOmitzvotdeven
whenltheylhren'tlhctive.

Shlishi[Third[Aliya
6 [plsukim [I113: 18[23

[P> 13:180 (6)]0 Thel Torah
presentslfurtherl detailsdonOwhat
thell kohenll looksl forl when
inspectingl boilsll andl similar
afflictionsll onll thell skin.0 The
elborateltheckingthndtimeldelays
froml inspectionll toll inspection
serveltoligivelthelafflictedlperson
amplel timel for introspection.0 A
NEGADNonOtheOoutsided mirrorsda
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characterlblemishlor alreligious
shortcomingllonfthelinside.OWhile
thellkohenlexamineslthelexternal,
thelMetzoralldoeslalthoroughl[job
oflbeeingthislbwnlnnerbeing.

MitzvaWatch

Why[all[the[detail?[MVhy[ale[there[sb
many [ UifferentCkypes[ bfL N'GA'IM?
Perhaps[it[dsCbecause (WE[hre[hll
different.[So[thany [different[types[df

people.[3olinanyLdifferentLdemperall

ments. [Sb [ohany [different[sins.[And[sb
many[different[personal[deactions[to
our[ihdividual[situations.[MVe [deed[tb
feelLthis[ihdividuality. [It[Relps[is[Be
responsible[fbr[dur[dwnldeeds.[Dne
imagines [lthat[lthe[lkohenlelkaminer
playedthe[tole[bf[ tounselor[too.
Maybe[densing[d[disturbed[doul[that
needs[MIPUL [alongWith the [NEGA.

Keep[ih[ohind[thatlthe Wholeltbpicldf
TZORA'AT [ahd[NI'GA'IMzélls [uk [that
the[body[hnd[koul[hreldntimately
connected.[1Of[kourse, welkhould
know/[that[already, [Hut[these[rhitzvot
and[details[Bring[the[doint[Home.[As
an[ahalogy [lIibmething[td [think[about
[Iodern[psychology [ Fecognizes[h
connection[Hetween [the [ghysicalland
thelinental.[PhysicalLand[émotional.
ThelWord[that[dums[ip [this[iHealik
"psychosomatic"[[1Of, [dr[rklating[tb[al
disorderhhving[physical symptomsblit
originating[from [thental [dr[dmotional
causes;[Relating[tb[drlcbncerned[With
thelidfluenceldflthe [mind[ah [the bbdy,
and[thebody[dn[the[mind...[Nlow[ist
substitute [ltheCdwordUspiritual Clfor
mentallahd [ybulget[algbod[pictureldf

what[N'GA'IM[isabout.

R'vi'i [[Fburth([Aliya
5[plsukim[II11B:24[28

[S> 13:240 (5)] Thisl portion
discussesllburnsonlthelskindand
differentl colorationsl withinl the
affectedlhrea.lKeeplinmindthatlh
blemishll ofl anyl sort isl NOT
Tzora'atlunlessldeclaredOsolbyla
kohen.dtbcoulddookOikelT zora'at,
butlitsn'tlinlessMeclared]' Tamei"
bylalkohen.OInOfact,Otwolpeople
canlhavelidenticallsignsanddone
canllbeldeclaredl alMetzora,0the
otherlhotlko.0Andthellreatmentlbf
eachlcasellislcompletelyldifferent
aslhlfesult.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| | [plsukim [[I1B:29[39

[P>013:290(9)]0 ThisOnextUportion
dealsbwithlyetthnotherltypelbrliwo
ofIN'GA'IMIMsoreslondthelhead,
neck,brlface,lhndblotchesbonlithe
skin.0AsOwaslmentionedlbefore,
well arell dealingl herell withll a
complexl issuell ofl all bridge
betweenl thel physicalll andl the
spiritual.0Or,Oto0putlitddifferently,
ofl physicall manifestationsll of
spirituallproblems.

To[Helpldnderstand[this[iHea[Better,
let'sCdarry[the[dbove[dnalogy[d[ittle
further:[(There[dre[ghysical Lfflictions
and[] psychological L1 problems[] that
people[tan[$uffer.[Sometimes,[#ach
typeds[treatedindependently.[ But
sometimes,[d[drained[professionalih
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thelfibld [Will[ste [the [physical [ploblems
as[thanifestations[df[the[psychological
problems.[And[sbmetimes, Mcelvkrsa.
Inlthoselchses, [iflidvkry [ilhportant fbr
the[Professional [t [decide [What[gets
treated[AndWhat[Will limprove When
the[dther[does,[dven[Withoutlspecial
attention.[Th[IN'GA'IM, [the [ohein[i}
the[kxpertC3wvho[Hecides.[ JAnd[hot
every[Kohein[i$[qualified, (Hy [the [Way.
N'GA'IM[d[ike [alskcond[degree [for[al

kohein.

This[Was[dnly[an[@nalogy, [Butlthis[i$
oneld ofd the[ lessons, [ of (1 Torat
HaM'tzora, [the [dwsof [N'GA'IM.

ThellawsOregardinglthelstatel of
rituall impurityll resultingl from
Tzora'atltonstitutelhlpositiveltoml
mandment [169,A101 13:29].0In
otherllwords,wellwouldbeldoing
theOwronglthingltolignorelthese
lawsl andl details.0 Additionally,
therelisOalspecificlprohibitiondof
cuttinglthelhairloflhOTzora'atlarea
onllthellbody [170,L307 13:33].
Amonglotherlreasons,OthisOwould
removelhnlmportantlindicatorfor
thelinspectinglkohenll (anddmore
importantly,l perhaps,ll forll the
afflictedlindividual.)

Let's[clin[With[the[ahalogy.[[Hlaldoctor
feels[dhat[d[dash[odn[d[patientivho
came[to [Him [hight[(Be [the [desult [df
stress[dnd[tension [ih [the [Workplace,
then ik [Would[Serve[doLpurposeldo
merely[treat[the[rhsh.[Ih [Hct, [thelrhsh

mightLdlear Lip [dfter [dome[dtressrk[]
ductionheasures[Without[dny[dreat[]

ment[dflthelspecific[rhsh.[Ih[the[chse
of [NI'GA'IM, [idlWould[Be[prohibited [td

treat[the[MIEGA[With [ghysical[theans.
Welts,[burns,[blemishes,[boils, Létc.
mightLgo[dway [after [T'shuvaland[the
Tzara'at[procedures.[. JHow[Jcan[la
korban[heal [dn[affliction? (How[dan
T'shuvalheal[it? [ $ame[fuestion s,
HowLlcanUpsychologicalLlcounseling
cureldsthma.[But[it[dan[{sometimes)
and([sb [chn[all[dffthe MFemedies" [id [this
week's[skdra.[Mind,[Hody,[sbul [[Ithey
arelalllcbnnectedlahdlidterrelated.

[S> 13:380(2)]0 In0 thisd small
parsha,0 thell Torahl givesll an
exampleloflalrashloflwhitelspots
erruptingll onll thell body.l Inl this
case,hfashlshfash.ITAHOR.

Shishi[[Bixth[Aliya
| 5[plsukim [[I13:40 54

[S> 13:4007)]0Certainlcaseslof
baldnesslareldiscussedlinlthelfirst
partl ofll this portion.0 Usually,
baldnessl isl justld baldness.0 But
occasionally,0 thel skinl thatO is
exposedwhenlthelhairlfallsDoutlis
blemishedlinOspecificlwayslwhich
mightl meanl Tzora'at.0 Al person
whol hasll Tzora'at,0 tearsO his
clothes,OletsOhisOhair0hanglloose,
andmustannouncelinOpubliclthat
helisITAMEI.OThelproperconduct
ofl thell Metzorall isll all mitzva
[171,A112 13:45].

[S> 13:47{13)]0Thelrestloflthis
Aliyall dealsl withll infection of
Tzora'atl onll garments. Wool,
linen,[hndeatherlhrelthellnaterials
thatll arell subjectl toll Tzora'at
HaBeged.l Thel lawsl ofll infected
garmentsl alsoll constitutel onel of
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thel 6130 mitzvot [172,00A102
13:47].

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
5[plsukim[IIIB:55[59

Thel topicl ofl "afflictionsd of
garments"ll continuesl intol this
Aliya,OforltheldurationlofliTazri'a.
Thelfactthatlkherelisbuchhlthing
aslanlaftlictionOofllalgarmentltells
usll something.0l Well arell dealing
withl different] waysl thatl GId
communicatesl hisl "displeasure"
withlus,lhslindividuals.OToday,Bve
mightOsay,0Hisdcommunicationlis
morelbubtleMbutByvednustbeelt...
andlfeactlppropriately.

Maf€irl2hdTorah
20[pIsukim;[Sh'mot[DR: |

This[Maftir[ddds[tb [the[SedralStats:

| [Barshal(F),[20[F’sukim,[313 Words,
1208 Ietters,[Alrhitzvot[Tlouldothe
totals[or[thisLveek L{ifLyoulvant)

Thisl isl thel fourthl ofll thell Four
Parshiyot.0ParshatlHaChodeshlis
thel Shabbatl ofll or( thel Shabbat
rightl beforel Roshl Chodesh
Nissan.OWellreadlofltheOmitzvalto
establishltheJewishlCalendarllthe
firsthbwolp'sukim),followedbylthe
commandsl concerningll Pesachl [
KorbanlPesach,0Matza,0Chametz,
etc. (thel restl ofll thell 200pasuk
maftir).

ThelmainOthemelofltheOMaftirlis
Korbanl Pesach.l KPI isll different
froml alll otherll korbanot.I All

korbanotbwerelbroughtnltheBeit
HaMikdashlbetweenlthellwolHaily
T'midim,0 exceptl forll KPO which
waslbroughtlafterdthelafternoon
Tamid.OKPOcanObelbroughtdand
eatenlinfalstatedoflrituallimpurity
(in0 certainl circumstances).l This
canlbelkeenlhshl'compromise"by
GdOtoOfacilitatelourOperformance
ofllthisdmitzva.l(AnlindividualOis
postponedl untill Pesachll Sheni
becausell off TUM'A,0 butll the
communityll bringsll andl eatsl KP
whilelTAMEI, Dratherlthanlwaitlthe
month.)

Thell Maftirl containsl several
mitzvotIITtheJewishOCalendar{4],
tolslaughterOtheOKPO[5],0toleatlit
(6]),[hotltolkatOtlarelbrltooked7],
notltoleaveloverlhnybflIKPkolthe
morningl(8],0to0destroylChametz
from0one'spossessionl[9],0toleat
matzalonOSederlnightl[ 10],0notlto
possessChametzlonOPesachl[11],
notltoleatlanylfoodsOthatlcontain
Chametz0[12].0WelalsolfindOthe
sourcellofISHMURAIOMATZAland
thell sourcell ofll thell permitted
M'LACHOTUOonOYomOTov.0Other
mitzvotlelatedioKPhndlthametz
arelfoundElsewherelinlParshatBo
andl elsewherel inl thel Torah.

Haft¢ara2Bplsukim
Yechezkeil[45:16[46:18

S'faradim[startDlptsukim dterahdlehd 3]
p'sukim [Before[theehd[(for[Ashkenazim)

Thell Haftaral containsd the
prophecylofllthedbuildingl oflithe
BeitOHaMikdashOandOthelOrestoral
tionbflKorbanPesachlThencelthe
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connectionltoltheMaftir.Bothlthe
TorahlandOHaftarallannouncelthe
holidaylofllPesach,linOverylsimilar
words,landbothlspeakloflputting
bloodlonOthelddoorpost.0Notdonly
doll bothl readingsl talkd about
Pesach,ObutObothOfocusdondRosh
Chodesh[Nissan.

Pereklll 3[in[Vayikralhaslll 3[bflthem.
And[therelislbnellnorelin/Perek!li 4.
And/thatltotallbflll 4/is/it
forlthellvholellranach

| So different from its anagram! |

VEY Y Qe ‘"" NiFel ¢
A ‘ﬁ;& Wll \\/M NN "\\\\7/“‘

& Weldmust[lguard[lagainst[lthe
unconscious[tendency[Jto[assume
something[we[Thave[done[ ko[ be
wrong[Hecause[We[Had[dot[dlanned
toldo[ifl. [G[d[dften[protects[usftom
ourlplans.
From('A[CandlelbyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein

ACandlelbyDay®ThelAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal
by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowl(available[at[054[209[9200

‘DivreilMenachem
As is well known that the leprosy looking
disease referred to in this week's parsha is not
the leprosy that we all know of in relatively
modern times. Indeed, our rabbis taught us
that the Hebrew word for the ailment
METZORA is an abbreviated form of the
term MOTZI SHEM RA or "the one who
gives [someone] a bad name". This implies, of
course, that the suffering individual is being
punished for his anti social behavior.

That the METZORA, the one sick with the
disease, can only be diagnosed as having the
ailment if the Kohen declares him so is proof
positive that the ailment is of a spiritual
nature. In the end of the day it doesn't matter
how many symptoms the person displays, how
obviously the individual is suffering, or how
many sages recognize the disease, only the
kohen's declaration can affirm the malady.

Since TZARA'AT is a spiritual malaise, when
the victim is isolated in tandem with the
Torah's instructions, it is not an issue of
preventing contagion. Rather the individual is
isolated from the society that he offended and
must now contemplate quietly on the error of
his ways.

The Talmud (Arachin 16a) teaches us that
this spiritual malady was a punishment for a
much wider range of offenses to society than
is generally believed. These include blood
shed, false oaths, sexual immorality, and
selfishness. The mind boggles to think of how
many of us would suffer the same were the
kohanim functioning today.
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: What s the  preferred
manner of disposing of the piece of challa
thatlone'takes from her dough: burning it or
wrapping!lit upland ithrowing it "in the
garbage?

ANSWER: Challalis supposed to be
given[to[alkohen, [in[theory[tolkat,
whichisoneloflmanywayslitlisrelated
to[theaws[oflterumal{see[Rambam,
Bikurim[5:1314). df ferumalbecomes
tameil (impure), [it[may[hot[ be[eaten.
Thelgemaral(Shabbat(25a)derives(that
justlds[tameilkodahsim((sacrifices)(are
to[bel burnt,[ S0l tool tameil terumalis
burnt,[and(this(is[frue ofltameilchalla
as[well[(see[mishna, Challal4:8).[All
challalistameilin[our(days becausewe
alllaretfamei. [Althoughfood does mot
become[tamei beforelit(istouched (by
one[oflseven(liquids, challa, Wwhichlis
taken (from[dough, [salways[touched
by(water. Therefore, [the[Ramal(Y oreh
Deah[322:5)gives[standard Cinstruc’
tions[to[takelofflalkazayit[for[challa
and Burnft.

Wherewould Cone[burn[thelichalla?
Challalisforbidden[for alhonlkohen
and, [therefore, one[Wwould [not(think [fo
burn(it(in (herregularioven. [ The[Rama
(ibid.)[says[ that[ onel should[ makel a
separate[ fire, but[ for[an[iinexpected
reason: alnon(kohen must[not[teceive
benefit[fromtheheatlit[gives off. [He
continuesthattherinhagis [foburn/it
in[the[oven[beforebaking the[bread.
Ovens[Jused[] to[] havel[] al] separate

chamber[with[fuel and[fire, andone
could/throw!(thel challalin[among| the
fuel.[Nowadays, [gas(orl¢lectric[ovens
havelonel¢chamber[where things[bake
andldomotisuallyburn[(unless one
puts thefemperature [very high[and/or
leaves/(it[foriallong fime).

StilllTmost[Iposkimseem[to[Iprefer
burning[thel¢hallalévenlintheloven.
Whyldoesn’t[baking[this[treif’[food
createl Jal Jkashrut[ lproblem?( /Indeed,
whatever[surface[touchesthe hot[but
not[yet burnt[ challalWwill[heed to[be
kosheredland (thereforeone[lshould
havelaltreifltray(to [put/ition. However,
thel challalvapors are[hotlal problem.
ThelShulchan[Aruch[and[Ramal(YD
108:1)Crulethat “reicha(odor) Cfrom
nonkosher[] meat[] does[] not[] forbid
kosherlmeat[foasted[in[the SameTarge
oven,[b'dieved. Thefollowing[situal]
tions Jimprove matters [ further: (the
foodslaremot[fatty, [the fwo are[notlin
theloven [dt[the(same [fime, [One 0fthem
is0] covered] with(J dough(J (helpful
regarding[ I milchig[land[]fleishig[as
opposed!tol(treif). May[we setlup this
situation(in(the(first(place?The[Shach
(citingthe Issurv’Heter) [Says(thatlit[is
permitted [fo[bake tabbinically forbid[]
den(food[together[ withl[ kosher[food.
(Challalis@rabbiniclawcutside Israel,
andCevenlin[srael[linClourtimes (1]
ShulchanAruch,[YD[322:2).Because
notlalllagree, many suggestWrapping
the[challalin foil. [Realizethat[it takes
longer For it foBurn fthat[Waylandthat
theldough TisesandmayBurst Through
itsléncasingbeforelit[burns. Manyare
concernedthat[the ¢hanceloflmistake
is[great,[Tas[Jis[Jthe[Jinconvenience.
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(Burning[ on[ the[ stovetop[ hasl some
advantages,[ but[ the[lsmell ofl burnt
bread, [and [the [(remote?)[possibility[of
alfireldrelissues.)

Therefore, “somesaythatJone[may
disposeloflthel¢challalin[the[garbage,
afterCwrapping it (some[saydouble
wrap, Which(seems o beld[chumra)fo
avoidldisgracingit. ' Themajor justifi[]
cation[is[based bylon[Rashil(Shabbat
25a;[see(Tosafotlad(loc.) thatlitlismotla
mitzvalto[burn(thel¢hallalper(se, but
there[lis[lal matter Jofl removing! ithe
danger(that[1someonel]will leat[]it.
Therefore, [ throwing[ it lout[ may[ be
preferablelto[Wwaiting[for[alchance(to
burn[itl(Minchat[Yitzchak 1V, 13,
based[ on[ithe[IChazon![ Ish, Maasrot
7:13)..Welkannot[dojusticel to the
halachiclanalysis, (but[letfuis[$ay[that
despitethe[factthatRashi’sopinionfis
the[IminorityJandis[Idifficult, this
option[] has[] becomel] increasingly
commonl] (including] in[0 kosher
bakeries)[ and[] accepted] byl many
rabbanim((some(suggestingmitigating
factors[that[“are[ beyond[ourl[ scope).
Thus, [ifTonefinds[it[difficultfo[settle
onlalfeasible/and(safe((physicallyland
kashrut(wise)[ system[ ofl burning( the
challa,[she[should Mot[feelguiltylif(she
adopts( thel system! ofl wrapping| the
challaland(discardinglit(in the garbage.

Rav([DaniellMann,[EretzIHemdahlnstitute

PARSHAT PARA,
PARSHATHACHODESH,
SHABBATHAGADOL 2]

by Dr.MeirTamari

Nations[Ineed[]calendarsIto[record,
memorizelandWwitness the multitudeof
actions! linvolved[lin[their[Jactivities;
taxes, ] transfer[] of ] property[ rights,
records[ofimarriages, births and deaths
oflrulersCand[ruledalike, aswell[as
memorials[ofThistorical,[feligious, [and
politicallevents. [It[isfitting[therefore
that[the[Very(first[mitzvalgiven[tolus
was/[that[pertaining/folour(¢alendar,a
mitzval Irecalled( Jin[Ireading( |Parshat
HaChodesh(] before[ ] (or(] on)[! Rosh
Chodesh[Nisan.["With[Jthis[Jmitzva
Israellwas[told, [ 'from[nowon[the
monthswill beyoursto [doWwith(ds you
please.[Before, youwere[for[laboring
for[others, nowthe months [@reyourslin
order[to[pursuellyourJfreelylchosen
existence"[(S'forno). Only[free men
and women [dan Worship (G[d[(RabbiS.
R.Hirsch).

In[this[vein[wel[ can[understand[ the
Midrash[that[tells[us[that[the[forced
labor[ ] inl] Egypt[] ceased[ ! on[] Rosh
Chodesh[Nisan.[In this[month[ofTour
national(freedom[from[slavery, iuman
courts[werelgiven mastery[over[Time
to[Jdetermine[the[1Jewish[JCalendar.
SinceJwelfollow[Jalllunar[Jcalendar
whereas(the [Seasons(dre(determined [in
relation (to/the(sun, Pesach would [rotate
among[ltheJseasons. JHowever,[Ithe
Sanhedrin's(powerfoladdamonth(]7
times[infa[19year(cycle],[énsures that
Pesachlalways[ ¢oincides[with[$pring.
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Inladdition, [ therelarel adjustments(to
thellength[of” certainmonths[toltake
intoldccount(considerations(of{Chagim
and[Shabbat. Qur ames [0f'the thonths
are[Babylonian(inlorigin,(whereas[the
Tanach[] numbers[] them[] always in
sequencel] from [ Nisan.J So,[] Nisan,
monthoffredemption, (is the firstthonth
oflourlyear, (thereby[welemember(the
Exodusthroughoutthelyear;in[the
same[Wway[byhumbering[theldays of
theweek [ from[Shabbat,itsCmemory
remains Wwith s throughout the week.

Alllthis[lis[not[imerely[Jal itechnical

matter, butrather(Onel0flgreat(spiritual

importance, [teflecting[the [ Wwholel[subl
jectlofiredemption. "Thewinter(is[past,

the[tain(is(over[and[gone,the flowers

appear, [the[timebfl $ingingis[come"

(Shir0 HaShirim[J 2:11112).00 "In{] the

springnature awakes[ from[the "dor[]
mancyloflwinter, $oIsrael [blossomed

forth from TslaveryJin[JalJburst[]of
freedom. [In[the Cfuture [too, it Cwill

awaken[from[the [Tonglgalutfoltealize

itstruelpurposel(RabbilA. Tl Kook)."In

Nisan/theywere[redeemed [from [Egypt

andlinNisan[will[also[be their future

and/completelredemption".

Thelimoon[waxes, wanes and[ waxes
renewed [@verymonth, [inthe[same Wway
Israel, [ lnomatter[JtoJwhat[llevel "lof
physicalslaveryland[fo[WwhatSpiritual
poverty[litTJmay[lbe[Tbrought, ‘never(]
thelesslitlariseslanewland mever[canbe
destroyed.God[fook[thistacebylthe
handland[$showed[them[the gleamlof
the thew[Born[moon. [Thistenewal [of
lightlis mot[onlytip therein thelsky, but
callsféachperson(in(Israellfotheirlown
fresh(illumination, [to [their[0wnhuman

spring.[ So[ Helspoke[ and[made[ the
most[ oppressed! and[ grieflladen| race
into[ the[ joyous[ heraldsof" hope[to
mankind,theannouncers[ofl deliver[]
ancel from[darknessinto[light,[from
slavery[fo[freedomand [from[death[fo
life"[(Collected writings0fRabbi(S.R.
Hirsch, pp.2).

"Rabbil] Yishmael[Jtaught, I that[Ithe
world(was [¢reated [in Nisan[and [Rabbi
Eliezer[taught/that(G(dactuallylcreated
thelworldlin[Justice[[Tishrei], buthad
tempered [it(with(Mercylin[Nisan".[So
in[Tishreil there(lis[Judgment, Rosh
HaShanal and[ Yom[Kippur,[Whilelin
Nisan[ there[is Mercy[ as[ the whole
redemptionJonPesach'was[through
Mercy'[(Shem MiShmuel).[Therelare
twolcycleslinlthelJewish(year,thelone
followingNisan[starts the[¢ycleloflthe
Festivalsand Othe Jother Jin[Tishrei
startingthat/6ftheSeasons. TheSecond
cyclelis[al¢osmiclonelthat[Starts Wwith
the D Creation,[] carriesJ through[J to
JudgmentlandfolAtonement;Shabbat,
RoshHaShanaland[Yom Kippur. This
is[thel cycle[Which[is[ common/tolall
mankindl[sinceltheylalllshareltheworld
thatHelcreated, [all[are judged by [Him
and[] all] can[] repent[] before[] Him.
However,[the first/cycle thatlstarts with
Nisan [teflectsa[purely[Jewish[experil]
ence. Slavery(in [Egypt, fedemption[on
Pesach,[Matan[Torah on[Shavuotland
divineprotection[in[the desert[when
wel ] dwelt[] in[] Sukkot, ] were[] only
experienced by Israel. Mn(the kiddush
oflthe[Shalosh RegalimvelTecite[in
joylandigladness', WhereasonShabbat
andYamim[Nora'im[we[3ay, 'in Tove".
This[secausetheylarefixedinfime

OUlisraelllCenterrTb50 <) 15 {irhelTazri'alllHaChodeshlim)b771lssue

byl God's[actions[ whereas[ wel deter![]
minel thel[ dates ofl the[ Regalim, [ for

which[Wwel[havel greater[affinity[$ince

they! reflectl our( experiences"[ (Shem

MiShmuel).

RabbiWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
Tazri'aTHaChodesh

MylEarliesttMemory

Havellyoullever(l beenl]askedlthe
question, 1 "What( is[1 your[] earliest
memory?"?

IDhavellbeenaskedJthat[lquestion
many(times. Therelwaslaltime,(long
ago,(when(liwaslalgraduate(student
inCJpsychology,'when(that[iquestion
was(] posed.[1 Thel] answer(] was
considered(] very[revealing(] of(Jthe
respondent'sideeperipsyche.

SuchexceptionallyJearly(Jmemories

werel] known[] in[] psychoanalytic

circles(Tas[1"screenImemories"land

were(] considered( quite(] significant

diagnostically.['ThescientificCsignifil]
cancelJof(JsuchTITmemoriesrlisCInow

considered(toThavellnollbasis, [lbut

theyare(]certainlyinterestingand

makeforigreaticonversation.

Considering[thellquestion[posed,
had(7 all clear(] imagel] of 1 myf( first
memory. [l was[Istanding[outsidea
brick [ building, [l looking[Jupatll my
father,[7 may(] hel] rest(] in[] peace,
surrounded( /by(]allsmallllcrowd(]of
otherlimen. Everyone(was(lookinglat
thefmoon.

ThisJ may) havell been] my(J first
experience,atlagelthreelorfour, of

Kiddush([L'vana,the[Jmonthlyicere(]
monyrduringfwhichlthecongregation
exits(thelshullandlacknowledges(the
firstfappearancelofithe(new(moon.

10 haveJ anotherJ memory] of(] the
religious(Isignificance(of(Ithis[Icere(]
mony.lTrememberbeingtoldthat
thelT HebrewTword(for[1"month"[Tis
"chodesh"land[the Hebrewwordfor
"new"lischadash". Mtfwasthenthat
learnedof(thelsignificanceJof(Ithe
newl moon(which[commences[alhew
month, landbecamelaware(for[the
firstOtimeOthatOthe D Jewishpeople
follow(thellunar, not’solar,¢alendar.

This[] week, 1 wellread(] thel] Torah
portion[of( Tazri'a.[But sincelitlis[also
thelveryllast(Sabbathbeforethemew
moon[of(the TmonthJofNisan, the
month[Jof[JPesachJand[spring[itime
and(] thell beginning] of(1 the[l new
calendarlyear,[welwillCalsolteadlan
additionalportionfromSh'mot12:10
20, known[as[Parshat HaChodesh.
Famously,laccordingforRashi,lthese
verses|areltheltruelbeginninglofithe
Torah.

ThellthemelloflTnewnessiandlthe
constantpotentiality for[Irenewallis
thelcentral'themelthisTShabbat. tlis
alsortheltentrallthemeflintheJewish
calendar,Jand, JonelJmightIsay,[lin
Jewish[] tradition(7 in(] general.[] The
symbolismof T ithe[’moonTiconstantly
renewinglitself(is coupled(this week
with[1the[lsymbolismJof I springtime
andnature's(frenewal.

This[] Shabbat,[1 well herald(] the
approachingholidayrofl Pesach,but
not[Jasllallholiday(Jof(Jfreedom(land
redemption.Notljustiyet. This[week,
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welrecognizelthat[ Pesachlis[Chag
HaAviv,thefestivalJof(springtime.
Pesach(has[Jal imyriad( of Jsymbolic
meanings,[1 onel] of (] which1 is[] the
perennial] opportunity (] for[] personal
andrnational’rejuvenation.

WhenTfocusionmylearliestmemory
with[extraCeffort, Tl rememberCwhat
theCmeniwho[surroundedmelunder
thatCmoon(sollongragolwerelsaying
toreachrother.[Each’manladdressed
threel ] others(] with(] the( traditional
Jewishrgreeting,"Shalomraleichem".
ITrememberbeingpuzzled by why
Daddylwas[ greeting[friends[thathe
saw[dailylwith(this[speciallwelcome,
generallyreserved(for[thosewhom
onelhadn'tiseenlinlalwhile.

I[didn'tCaskhimCaboutlit[ then; after
all,littwas(stilltheeratwhen(Ichildren
wereltolbelseenlandinot heard".(But
IChavelsinceanswered the[question
forCmyself,Candhavelexplainedlitto
my( childrenCandto[ my[ studentslas
follows:

"ThelInew(Imoonl(lis[]allsymbol(Ifor
renewal.Itlis[altimefor[eachloflus
personallytorbeginagain, tolforget
pastimistakes, tolturnCoverlalnew
leaf'.[tlisralsorafimeforiusforenew
andlrechargeourCrelationshipCwith
others.[tlis[altimetolbeginfalhew
slate,tolforgiveleachlother,andlto
appreciateleachlotherfanew.Hence,
welgreetlatlleastthree(friends,[even
oldfriends, (with['Shalom[aleichem,'
aslifltheyCwerellnewcomers[inCour
lives."

And(so,TtheIsupplementalreading
this] week[] teaches[] usl] about
newness,[landJabout[][1tol1borrow

Lincoln's(famous[phrase[11"...alhew
nation, ] conceived in[Jliberty..."[ Is
therellany[Iconnection[ between[the
supplemental] Parshat] HaChodesh
andthislweek'smainLTorahportion,
Tazri'a?

If'wouldrsayrso, [forlthisfweek'sTorah
portion] begins,] "Speak[] tol] the
children(’ of(] Israel,[] saying:(] 'lf(] a
womaniconceivesiandbearsialmale
child, TsheTshallTbeuncleanseven
days...[landon[theleighthday,[the
flesh(] ofl] his(] foreskin[] shall(l be
circumcised."(Vayikra112:173)[The
openingthemel(thisweek(is[alsolone
of(arhewlbeginning, of(alrbirthCof a
new(1baby.(TltTisC0altimel forthe
celebrationof(Jthe Uentrylof(Jallnew
memberlintotheJewish(people.

Hence, [ therelis[surelyarconnection
between(] Tazri'a’land1HaChodesh.
TheybothTladumbratethecentrality
offthemewr infourTtradition.

ItUisOatthis[Ipointthatlyou,ldear
reader,CmightOwellCask, "IfCweCare
celebratingl] notl] just[] newness(1in
general,[butTtheDarrivalCJof Jallnew
humanibeinglintothis(worldlandofla
new(Imember(loflithe1Jewish[Ifaith,
thenfwhyldoeslthemotherrenterithe
realmlofltum'ah, ritualluncleanness?
ShouldJshelInot, Crather, Denter(Jthe
realmofk'dushalv'tahara, Jsanctity
andlcleanness?"

|OfoundJalmostthoughtprovoking
answerto[JthisCoftlaskedJquestion
recordedlin[the namel of[ that most
profound( ofl the Chassidicl masters,
RabbirMendelroflKotzk.He ¢ites the
passagelinthe[Talmudwhichistates
that(the[keys[of[ childbirth"arekept
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bythelAlmightyHimself. (tlis(HeWwho
presides,aslitlwere,overlaboriand
delivery".[Once(thebaby!isborn, His
Presenceldepartsilaswell.[ Justllas
when( the sould of J man departs,
tum'ah[descends,soltoolwhenlthe
Divine[Spirit(departs, fum'ahlensues.

TheKotzker[oncelfagain'teachesla
very[deep,lalbeit existentially pessil’
mistic, lesson.Perhapsonemustbe
Rabbil1 Mendel1 of (7 Kotzk [ tol1 truly
understandwhy(helforces(us(tolface
darkness[leven(at[1the[Imomentof
joyousicelebrationrofrbirth.

Forlmostloflus, on[thelother hand,
thistweek'slessonlis[ofllight,and ot
of(Jdarkness.[ItCis[Janlloccasionito
contemplateallthatCisCnewinCour
naturalJandOinterpersonalJ environ
ments, especiallyJatthis(time of
year.[ltlislanlopportunityto[seize the
momentlbytakingradvantagerofithe
constantly] availablel potential for
renewallof(JourselveslandlofJour
friendshipsandrelationships.

Is(this[justlal Uewish[ message?[ Of
courselnot.tlisrarmessage(forrallrof
humanity.[7 Andr it0] isT] soll well
expressed(bythefamous[adventurer
andCexplorerCof[theJsea, lJacques]
Yves[1Cousteau,linThisC’book [ The
Silent'World, when(helwrites:

"Sometimesiwelarellucky enoughto
know( that(] our(] lives[] havel[] been
changed,[] tol] discard(] thell old,
embracelthenew,andrunrheadlong
down(] an(] immutable[] course.[ It
happeneditolmelatlLeMourillonCon
thatC'summer'siiday, "when ' myleyes
werelopenedfolthelsea."

This[Shabbat, our"eyesopenltola

different] kind[] of(] sea.[1 May[l we
embracelthehewlandfun,headlong
and[happy,Jdown[JalldifferentJand
better(course.

Prayt i) ASSION

Giving[morelmeaning[tb [aur Mfillah
One[Week[atalTime

Excerptediand teprintedwith permission of thelauthor

P'sukeild'Zimra:

Y'HI€KH'VOD
ThelChosen[People

%2 1% awinh MR L7P¥3 7 N2 0D

Inp307 2xw2 Al 32 032 2Py
.21Y X7 900y, 90y 1 U X5 03

Meaning:fdanslation...

..For[G[dlstlected[Zion, Heldesired[it
for[HisCHwellingCplace. For[Gld
selected[Jacob[as[His[dwn,

IsraelLhs[ His[ treasure.[For
Hashem [Will (dot[dast[dff(Hlis[deople,
nor[Will[HefdrsakeHishkritage...

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbnceptlofithelplrayer

ThelJéwish[Beople's
Special[Relationship

GldlsklectedJacob[akHis[dwn,I3rael

as[His[tteasure.
Insight: Deeperloheanings...
Choosing(G[d

Many[people[dre[domewhatincom[]
fortable[with[khis[ideal khat[1GId
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selectedJhcob[ds[HisLdwn,[Tbrael[ds
His[ltreasure.”[Theylperceive[the
concept[df[d[FChosen[People”[{Am
Nivchar)do[dontradict[the[dccepted
Western[deal Cbf[hllCbeople[being
equal [before[1G[d [TTo[be[hble[to
counter[khis[objection, Jone Cimust
understand[that[ e[ Were[trowned
with[that[ttle[When[Weldeceivedthe
TorahatMountSinai.

When[the Torah [rkfers[tb[the Jéwish
people[dschosen,”[it [k [dot[ih [dny
way [dsserting[dhat[Jews[dre[#acially

superior.[Ih[fhct,[Any [gerson,[degard ]

less[dfldational [dr[rhcial(Hackground,
canldhooseltb[akcceptthe[Torahland
becomelpartLdf[ the[Jewishhation.
Someldflthelglreatest[names[ihJéwish
history [lTRuth, [(the [Ancestor [df[King
David,[ahd[Onkelos[the Malmudic[Shge
[[hierelcbnvertsltd Judaism.

YetLdurliniqueness[ds[the[[IChosen
People”,[akctually [(Began [tb [thke [shape
longBefore [Welrkceived[the Torah, [id
theltimes[df[Avraham [Avinu.[Avraham
lived[ih [d[World[dteeped[ih[Holatry,
which[He[cbncluded[Was[dontradicted
by [the[teality Lbf[ designLinLhature.
Avraham[chmel[tb[Believe [ih[G[d, [ahd
took[lipon[himself( the [iission [ bf
teachingUothers[IthisLImonotheistic
ideal.[After[years[dflenormous dffort,
dedication [ahd[alWillingness[tb[akcept
thellresponsibility LlofLlbeing[L1G[d's
representative [lin ClthisClworld, JGId
choselAvrahamhdlhis[descendantsltd
belthe[tkachers[dflthis[thonotheistic

message.

Rav[Yaakov[Kamenetsky[explains[that
it[is[dot[sb [mhuch[that[G [dlchose[the

Jews;[Wlid[morelakcuratelthatltheJéws
(through[Avraham)[dhose[G[d [Only
Avrahamlchosel[tbaksumelthemhantel.
IfCbthersvould[have [Shared Lin Chis
missionL{and[they Lvere[dffered[dhe
choice),[they[tboMouldhhvejdinedlid
thislspeciallcbvenantiWhich [was[séaled
upon [the[giving[dfthe MorahatMount
Sinai.LoThisLs[Xthe[Cmeaning[Cbf[ Rav
Saadya[Gaon’s[fimous[statement[that
“our[dation[id[alnation [dnly [Hy [virtue
ofltheMorah.”

Visualize:
Images[thatbling[the [prayer[tb [ife

ThelClub

There’s[dlgroup[dfldtudents[dt[d[girls’
highlskhoollthatlskem[dearlytb[Helthe
principal’s[fvorites.[Theylalelchosen[tb
run[hliCkhe[Ckchool’s[Chcetivities. LT heir
opinions[hre[koughtllwhen[decisions
mustlbe[nade.[They[ineet[vith[the
principal[deveral (dimes[d[day,[dnd[Rer
door[id[alwayslopen[tbthem.

Theldther[dtudentslih[the[dchoolldre
jealous[dflthis[group, [daiming[that[they
behavelih[dn[dlitistLchanner.[(However,
theLnly Ldistinguishing[feature LofLthis
favoredlgrouplis[their[devotion[tb[the
schoolCland Lkheir Ciwillingness CltoCldo
whatever[the[principal [akks[ih [drder[tb
benefit[theldchool [And[its[students.Th
fact,[dnyoneWilling[do[do [vhat[those
students[do[ds[Automatically[ddmitted
into[their[group.

Onel[kan[quickly[perceive[how[ khe
other[ktudents[in[the[kchool Bvould
resentlthis[sbecial[group[df[girls.[They
would[Chppear[to[bel Elitist, L enjoying
special [privileges[dnddespect[that[the
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rest[dflthe[student[Body[chnnotldbtain.
In[the[dameWay, [the [World[thay Ddiew
the[Jewish[beople Chs[Chn[klite[klub,
resting[dn [ifs [definition[ak [the[(IChosen
People” [(to[Assert[its[primacy[Among
other[peoplesLdf[dhe World.CAnd[jet,
likethe[students[id [the[above[story, the
Jewish[people[dttain [their[dtatus[fFom
onel[kource[hlone[MTtheir[komplete
devotion.[;Welhre[khosen,[Inot[for
privilege, [ but[to[kerve[Hashem.[JAll
those[who[Join LInCthisChnission[Chre
“chosen”[ak[Well.

Trythis:

Whom[do[ybultteasure? [Single[dut[dne
person[ITkpouse,[khild,[ Hear[friend,
parent[dhd [ithagine[rk [uhiting ith [this
person[after[h[long,ong[$eparation.
Imagine Chow [youvould[dook[at[ this
person[Ithe [profound[delightlahdIdve
inlyburlelyes.[Niowlilhagine [that[Hashem
is[Iboking[ak[ybu [I4lgart[df(Mlal Misrael
([Th[the[shmelWay.[(Think [dflthis[inage
when[joulkay[the Cvords, LYYISRA'EL
LISIGULATO.

WilllthelFinallRedemption

ParallellthelExodus?
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim[Sprecher

Dean(0f[Students,[DiasporallY eshiva

ThelprophetMichalbaidl{7:15),0' Aslin
thelHays[bflyourlleaving[Egypt,dkhall
showll themll marvelousl things." His
wordslimplylthatlthellExoduslisthe
precedentlforlthe[FinallRedemption, [hs
thelMidrashltxpounds:

"Justlhsln[Egypt,[ihallltedeemBoulln

thellfuturellfromlsubjugationlitolJEdom
andlbhalllperformlmiracleslforllyou,[hs
ithhays,JAslnltheHayslbfllourlleaving
Egypt,0 10 shallll displayl miracles'
(Tanchuma,doldotll 7).

Indeed,DgraduaI,[bhaseduedemption[hs
foundlblreadylinlEgypt,lhslinlthelfour
redemptionﬂ expressionsﬂ with which
GlHlddressesMoshe:

"Thereforeltelllthellisraeliteslthatli[hm
G.DiOwinOremovelyoul(1)fromlthe
sufferinglbflE gypt,lhindlvilllkavell ou
) froml yourll enslavement.l 10 will
redeemlyoull(3)dwithJanDoutstretched
armlhndlwithlgreatlpunishments, [hndll
willltakelyoul{4)lto[Melhs[hlbeople.l
willlbelforloulGH"{Sh'motlb: 6[17).

Thislrefersltolfourlstageslofllredempl]
tion.ll Thell firstll stagell constitutedl a
lighteningloflltheirlhardship,lhlthough
theyllcontinueddtollbell Par'o'slslaves.
(Accordingll toll thell Netziv,ll Rabbi
Naftalill Zvill Yehudall Berlin,ll this
occurredfuringlthelplaguelbflthelwild
animals,JAROV).0 Thell secondl stage
constitutedltheltotallkessation[bfltheir
enslavement(with[kthelplaguelbfThail,
duringllwhichllPar'ollbegan(ltolladmire
IsracllllNetziv).0E venllso,lisracllwere
notlyetllfree,lbutlunderlkthellcontrolDof
thelEgyptianlkegime.0With[thelblague
oflthelFirtbornltamelthelthirdlbtage,lin
whichlIsraell werellredeemedtotally,
with anl outstretched] arml andl with
greatll punishments,[l andll theyl left
slaverylforlfreedom.[i etliheylvereldtill
miredl inll thell fortylhinell levelsl of
impuritylikelidolDworshipers.[Finally
camelkthelfourthstage,indwhichlthey
werellakenltolbe[Hashem'slpeople,lhnd
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HashemlbecamellheirlGH.

Evenlkhoughllisrael,lwhenlkredemption
arrived,verelhotlvorthy[bflit, (Gl
redeemedl them,Jaslisl statedl in0the
Midrash[{Sh'mot[Rabball 5):

"Glhkaid,0iflkonsiderdsrael'stdeeds,
theylwillllneverlbellredeemed.0Whom
shallll 10 thenl consider?l Theirll holy
ancestors.ll Throughll theirll ancestors'
meritlivilllfedeemlhem."

IthisOnotljustlisrael'sconditionlinlthe
pastivhichlllelaysltedemption,butliheir
anticipatedlconditionllin(khellfuture,[as
well [ITherefore,[beforellntroducinglthe
fourl}edemptionﬂaxpressions,[{}[ﬂ&ays,
"Therefore,[{elIBheDsraeIitethatDDﬂm
G0 regardingll whichll ourll sages
commented:

"IlknowlthatltheyDwilllliltimately[Febel
againstiMelhndlangerIMe.[Even(ko, [
shalllkedeemlthemForlthelkakelbfMy
name"{Midrash[HaGadol).

Completell redemptionl] comesll when
IsraellkecognizelHashemlhs[kheirG[H,
asﬂ)ccurredﬂiuringﬂ'Stage[Four",ﬂatﬂhe
SinaillRevelation.[Yetlkthe[lTorahlgoes
onll andl bringsl all fifth[ redemption
expression:["10willbringlyoultolthe
landlregardingllwhichlilsworellthat[l!
wouldlgivellitltolAvraham,[Yitzchak
andllv aakov [0villlkiveltltolyoulhslhn
inheritance.lIlamIGH"0(Sh'motll6:8).
From[thellredemptionlfromlEgyptlwe
learn] thatll completel redemption
consists[bfliwhenlsraellislfreell " 1lwill
redeemlyou..."],0and0livinglinlEretz
Yisraell]"Ivilllbringlloultolthelland"],

andltheylbelievelnGlhndlFulfill(His
commandments["1I0willlbell forl you

GlH"].OrhelFinalltedemptionwilllteach
completionlbylhllgradualllbrocess,like
thellE xoduslfromEgypt.0Thellnessage
isllon'tespair,[HANGIinlihere.

*[Perfect Tzedaka'is that given éven before
the poor|person!dsks for!it.

ArtScrolliSeries ® MesorahPublications Ltd.

WISDOMR[WIT

by ShmuelHimelstein

When[R’'Yaakov[Kamenetsky Misited
his[fEmily [id [EretzMisrael the [Est[time
before[Che[Hied,[This[telativeswvere
surprised[fo[3ee [him[Haking Lbff[his
tefillinat[the[ehd o [dhvening[ahd [then
puttingLon [tefillinLbf[Rabbenu[Tam
(tefillinWith[dertain [differences[from
the[dnes[thost[Jews[dse,[dnd[Which
some[Jéws[putldn[after[theldavening,
in[drder [tb [flfill (Bloth [views [régarding
tefillin).[The[telatives[knew[that[ R’
Yaakov [bhdnkver [put[dn [the [téfillin [of
Rabbenud Tam[ untild then,[] and
wondered[why [hk[did[sb[nbw.

“Youlske,” [shid[R' Maakov, Chbout [fifty
years[apo [([lhhd[alldng[discussion [With
R’[Faivel[(Mendelowitz[dbout[putting
on[the[defillinCéf(Rabbenu[Tam.[To
bolster[His[dase,[R’[Raivel[thentioned
that[in[Chis[late[Jears[the[ Chafetz
Chayim [had[dIso[dtarted [putting[dn
the[ltkfillin[df(Rabbenu[Tam.[At[the
time [ dold (him, CWell, C(dhe (Chafetz
Chaim [skarted[gutting[dn [the [Tkkfillin
of [Rabbenulramwhen[he[turned
ninety.[MVhenIthirn[ninety, [wWilllalso
dolthelshme.’[That[Wasfifty [ykars[ago.
As[IIHad[given [chy (Word [ak[that[time,
when [ durned[dinety (Il doo[Started
puttingLbn [the [THefillin[ofL Rabbenu
Tam.”
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From[the Writings [of
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A[Return(tb[Ritual [Purity

Adapted|flom[Qrot, [pl (&
(OrotHaTechiyah, [skction35)

These[dTorah[readings[I(Tazri'aldand
M'tzora)[discuss[dt[length [Hopics[hat
areldmonglthe[thostldhallenging[fbr[s
to[telate[fo.[What[televance[do[the
laws [dflrtual [purity [ahd [ilnpurity ([Tafter
childbirth, fbr[those With[Tzaraat,[dnd
forWarious[ypes[dflinale[dnd[flemale
discharges[[THold[fbr[us? [Mhy[does[the
Torah[place[3uchCémphasisCobn[these
matters! [ IWhy[do[we [ ffeel CIsoLlfar

removed [ftom[them?
The[TaharalAxiom

In[his(bbok[@rot,[Rav[Kook[pbsitedthe
following[principle:[1The[ldegree [1of
purity LtequiredLdsCh[functionLbf[ the
compre[lThensiveness[bfl the bpiritual
framework.[L1The[dmoreinclusive[Ja
framework[l is,[] encompassing[ ] more
aspects[dfllife, [the[thoredigorous[dre
the[requirements[for[ltahara, [Critual
purity.

The[Memplelahdlifs[skrvicelalelaldassic
example.[ITThe[TTempleJprojectedan
ethical(And[holyCinfluenceLon[ A [Wide

range [dfllife’s[akpects {Iftom [the [doble
heights[] of ] divine[ inspiration] and
prophecy, [through[the[powers[dflifnagi[]
nation [ahd[thelemotions[{the[dutbursts
ofjbyland[awelih [the[TempleLskrvice),
alllthe [Way [down [t [the [physical (dvel [off
flesh[dnd[Blood [{the [dctual [dacrifices).
Because[ts[impact[teached [ &ven[the
lowest[evels[Cbf[physical Cexistence (1]
which[] arel] nonetheless[] integrally
connected[tb[all[dther [akpects [df[life [i
an[drganiclWholelIthe[Temple[and[its
service[dequired[dn[éxactldnd[Precise
purity.

By[Llcontrast, [ Ta[spiritual ClandCmoral
influencelthat[3[directed[dnly[towards
thelihtellectLdoes[dotldequire[duchd
refined[degree[df[ghysical[durity.[Thus,
the[Shges[thught,Morah [thay [Be[studied
even[Whenl[ithpure.

“IsLaot[Myvord[Tkelfire? [days[ G[d”
(Yirmiyahu[23:29)[3Just[dsfire[does
not[Becomelimpure,[do[too[Words[df
Torah[d cannotl] becomell impure”
(B'rachot[Ra).

Changeslthroughout[History

As[the[Jewish[people[teturned[drom
exile[Jin[1BabylonialJand Crebuilt[the
Temple,[it[Was[decessary[tb[revive[the
Temple’s[skrictldequirements[dflthhara.
For[this[rkason, [Ekralehactedalséries[df
enactments[stressing[1the (Ineed (for
greater[ritual [plurity [during [this [pkeriod.

Thelldnglekile [that[fbllowed[the[Skcond
Templelperiod, However,[greatly[Weak[]
enedthe[demotive[land[imaginative
abilities [df[the[people.[Thelidtensity [ahd
aesthetic[quality [df[spiritual life[(Hecame

impoverished,[And[the[torresponding
need[for[d[digorousLdegree[dbf[purity
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was[Accordingly Cdiminished.CoThusCve
find[that[dneldflthe[dix[drders[dflthe
Mishnal(tompiled[ih[the [Mand[df[Iirael)
isCITaharot,[ldealingClexclusively Ciwith
matters[bf[Fitual Cpurity. [XOf[the [B7
tractates[df[the[Talmud{composedlih
the[(Babylonian[kxile), Chowever,[bnly
one[Belongs[tb[this[drder.[Similarly, [the

Talmud[depealed[Ezra’s[decreeldbligal]

tinglilhmersion[BeforeTorah[study.

Whatlremainedfbr(the Jéwish [people[id
exile?l] Only thed Torah[ and[ its
intellectualidfluence. M [stillidvolvedthe
physical[lrealm[through Ckhe [Cpractical
observancel of[d mitzvot,[d but[] the
intermediate[dtages[dflimagination[dnd
feelingCwere [bypassed.[In[Ckxile, Cve
lament, [1“NothingUCremains Clbut[Cthis
Torah”[dromlthe[Sklichot[players).

In[the[Ibngldenturiesdfldxile,[heticul]

lousness[ih [chatters [df[dtual [Jurity [Ibst
its[] obligatory[] nature.[] I1t[] became
associated [Wvith [idealistic[longings, Lihe
provinceldflthe[pious faw.

AReturn(tb[Tahara

The[Hasidic[iovement[bfL the[1700s
aspired ko[ tFestore[ the[ toncepts[bf
physical [gurity [tb[the[thasses. [Hasidism
places[Jallgreater[lemphasisClonClthe

imagin [[Htive [dnd [(dmotional (fhculties [T
particu[[Brly[through[prayer[ahd[sbng [Tl

than[thelntellectual. CAs[Ch[Fesult, [t
awakened[d[greater[deed[fbr[dersonal
and[physical dpurity. (0 ThisClobjective
certainly[contains[Lla[Thealthy Clkernel,
although[itCheeds[ddditional Cdirection
and[rkfinement.

Especially[d now, ] with[1 the[] national
renascence[dfltheJéwish[Jeoplelih[the
Land[bf[srael,[ these[Chspirations[for

physical[thharalshould[He [denewed[adnd

expanded.[Dur[dational[denewal ([dom[]

plements[fthe[renewedyearning[for
spirituality; [dnd [dhe[healthy Cdesire [{o
restorelthe[dation[ahd[Heallits[dational
soulCapplies [to [hallClaspects ClofUlife,

includinglphysical [plurity.

It(id[pkecisely [id [the [chmps[dfithe Jéwish
army[that[dhe[Torah[demands[d[high
level Ldf[gurity: (Bor[MaShem Glour[G[d
makes[His[presence knownUnour
camp,[So[ds[do[deliverouldndlgrant
youlictory[bver[JourCenemy.[Your
camp[thust[therefore[Be[Holy.[(D'varim
23:15)

Together Llwith CktheCkenewal Cof Clour
national LstrengthLland [hvitality, Clthere
must[Be[alcbrrespondinglrkinforcement
oflemotive [ahd [physical [purity. [This[will
helplpreparelthe[bhasis[fbrlah[idtegrated
national[] life[d that[] encompasses[] a
complete[debirth[of[the[people:[from
the[Highestlihtellectual[Pursuits, [tb[the
simple[dy[id [ife[ahd [lilving.

HOATZIN

very féwbirds[live by [Munchinglah
vegetation [[lbo [hkavy, [dwid [ehergy,
slowltd [digest... bltlthis[strangebird [T
pronounced[Mvatseen"hhsalktomach
likelalcbw's[td [cbpe With [its [dietlof
leaves. [8s[ckopidlehormous, [nkarly[al
third [of[its [bbdy Weight, lahd [atts [ike
thelfirstichamberlaflal

cow's[stomach.TheHoatzinislthe
slowest(bird[tb[digestalnheal [(2 [dhys).
Alrésultloffitls[diet idfitk nickname
"stinkbird"...[verysbcial, [iveid
groups, about[the [size[of[chickens,
poor [flyers,nbisy. Biologists nhbw
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consider[them[td[bk(idh[orderbly
themselves, Wlithnb[close[rélatives.
They[atelrathertdme blitigktlhighly
stressed by hliman[cbntact...ltheir
meat[idlrarely [ehten by hlimans.

(The [T ok Lol [adimals)

ParshaPix
explanations

2% Following[the [(Birth (of[A[Baby[Boy,
thereli3[al[2[day[deriod [df[Tum'alfbr
the[notherHollowed [by[3[ 33 [ day
periodbefore[ Korbanot.[ Bee[ the
SedralSuimmary.

2 KnifeJorBrit[MilaFollowsHhe[7th
day.[LE.[ah[the[8th[dhy.

% For[the[birth CbfCh[baby[§irl, [ the
periodLf{Tum'aldnd[Taharalis[14
dayslahd[6b[dhys.

2% ThenlcbmeltheltlirtledovelahdIdmb,
whichl[dre[two [Parts[df[the[Korban
Yoledet,[the[dfferings[df[the [doman
who[Has[gdiven[Birth, [dfter [40[dr[80
days.

%2 There[is[(JaChand Cafflicted Clby (la
NEGA...O this[ represents various
N'GA'IM[that[dan[Afflict[the [Body[df

alperson.

% TheShirt[With[A[INEGA [depresents
those[garments[And[inaterials[ that
are[dble[to[Be[dfflicted Wvith (NIG'EI
HABEGED [(Wool, [lihen, [8ather).

% That[ lizard{ike(] reptile[d is(1 a
CHAMELION, [Choted [ for[khanging
colors[IMA[3ignificant[factor[in[the
determination [df[(NIEGA'IM.

% Theraffic[dight[lso[tefers[(Ho[the
changing[dfldolors[ih[the [(NEGA'IM.
ThisUis[Ch[particularlyChppropriate
graphic[to[lise[for[this,[ince[lts
colors[hre[hllCmentionedCinClthe
sedra.[Mair[ih[dlWound[dhanging[tb
yellow(orUnot).JAndClthe Clterm
Y'RAKRAK,greenish[](or[dmaybe
stronglgreen).[SoldooLADAMDAM,
reddish, [dr[pbowerful [ckd.

% BottomlcknterishisClHaRav[Avraham
Yitzchak[l HaKohein[d Kook,[1 zt"l,
wearing[glasses.[This[dtands[fbr[the
oftLrepeated CLV'RA'ALIHAKOHEN,
and[dhe[kohein[daw.[Searching[dhe
Tanach,[Lbneinds[that[the[phrase
occurs[ 14 fimes[hltogether,[130n
Tazri'al(chapter[1 3 Ctherein) Cland
once,[A[14th[fime,[inCthapter[14
(M'tzora).[And[tb [rthake [the[ife [df[d
Bar[(Mitzva[ boy[ Wholis[trying[ to
study [Clthis[ClparshaCmiserable,[the
V'RA'A[HAKOHEN [phraseldomes[ih
8ldifferent[(TROP[cbmbinations.[And
this[doesn't[thke[ihto[account[the[d
V'RA'AHUCHAKOHENSs With [heir
TROPvhriations.[Andlthis[id[also [not
to[hention[dhe[40[HEIMAVI[ALEFs
inlthis[short[skdra,[18[df[Which[are
HIC{meaning[dhe) [And[22[&fldvhich
are[lHU{meaning[Be),[But[ih[host
cases[deally[heaning[it".LAnd[done
of(thisCinentions[M'tzora,[Chnother
hard [3edraldoTearnDivell, ivhich [k
morel bften[tombined [With[Tazri'a
than[not. [ButWeldigress...

% InltheIdwer[Ieft[cbrner[id[alchlendar
markedCwith CAUI . CIThisChbviously
represents[ ] HaChodesh[land [ the
mitzvaltb[rhake[thelchlendar,[ahd[the
designation [bf[ NissanChs[theirst
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month[among(the[mhonths.

%2 Thel[Big[damel (k[A[BIGLCGAMMAL,
which [sbunds[Tike [ahd [Feminds [us [df
a[BIGLIGIMMEL,hs[in[the Cword
V'HITGALACH.

%2 Theldumberl[slign,[alk.a.[QULAMIT [{in
Hebrew),[pound[3ign,[hash,tross[]
hash,hex,[JandCJthe Cbest[Cdname:
octothorpe.In[this[IParshaPix, Llit
represents[the[SH'TIL&[EIREV, the
warp[ B[ Woof[ weave [ bf[_garments
afflicted(bly INEGA.

% There[i3[althezuza[next[tb[the[ttaffic
light.I[standsfbr[the[dther[theaning
of LIMEZUZA, I namely[ldoorposts,
which [@re [thentioned[ih [the [Maftir's
descriptionLof[lthe Cnight[ofUthe
Exodus[and[the[doneltime[only
requirementldf[dutting[the[Blood[df
the[Korban[Pesachldn[theldoorposts
and[dn[the[intel.[This[3(NOT [Jart
oflthelrlilesdf(MorbanPesachlid[per[]
petuity, [But[just[for[Pesach[Mitzrall

yim.

% Similarly,[the[rkquirement[df[wWearing
albelt[Iftpresentative[df(Being[rkady
to[travel [At[A[thoment's[dotice, ras
only[for[Pesach[ Mitzrayim[And[ls
represented [By [dhe[Belt[dbovelthe
camel.

% Toplrght[i[d[19th[dentury[MNorth
AfricanCtircumcision C3hield (1TasCin
the[rhitzvaltb [dircumcise[alHaby [Hoy
on[His[8th[day[df[life. [The [chitzvaldf
Milali$ [dounted[ftomU[its[dccurrence
in[Barshat[Dech[Mecha, Hut[dccurslin
Tazri'a,Las[vell,[feachingCis[$ome
halachic[details.

% Further[down[dn[thedight[dre[the
three[tomponents[bf[A[ traditional

Bedikat[JChameitz[kit[1[[feather,
candle,lahd[Woodenlspoon.[@nlylthe
candle[i3[thandated[By[Balacha.[The
mitzva[tomes[from[the[teading[bf
Maftir fbr[Barshat[HaChodesh [{from
Parshat[Bo).

2% ThelthinSliver [dfMoon[i$[diose[tb
the[firstOvisibility Llof Llthe L lunar
crescent, [ftom [the[chitzva [df[Kiddush
HaChodesh. [4[id[ftom [the [Maftir [ahd
itlglves[thelspecial[phrshalits [nhme.

% Under[the[Cmoon[is[Ca[baby[}koat,
equally[eligible [ab[Korban[Pesach[ak[al
lamb (3, [Although [the [Amb [skems[tb
have[Better[BR.[Bither[d[Thmb[dr[d
kid[deeds[to[Be[thale,[lnblemished,
and Mithin [ifs [firstlykar.

% Bottom [rght[B3 [alficture[dflthe[first
president[bf[ the[$tate Cbf[Israel[T]
Chaim[Weizmann,[depresenting[the
repeated[deference[ih[theHaftaraldf
HaChodesh, [tb[the [NIASI [df I3rael. Ik
the[photo, ChisUlisCpresenting[JUS
President[Harry Truman [With [alSkfer
Torah.

2% Noticelthe[Bullets[dflthese[ParshaPix
explanations.

% Notice[tbo[the[itons[that[flank[the
page[dumbers[ih[the[fboters[df[the
pages[df(TT [this[Meek [IBneldepre[]
senting[thelfirst[(Torah's[deadinglahd
theldther[standing[fbr [the Maftir.

2% And[dotice[the[Mew[MazalPicfbrlthe
coming[ohonth [df[Nlisan.[Take[it[ak[al
visual[MTriddle.
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ThelJerusalem/Institute
ofiJewishlLaw
Rabbi([Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#557

Secular authorities appoint
a court of less than 3 judges

Turl[] points[] outl[| that[] in[] thel] past,
authorization[Jwas[ | derived[] from[]the
Exilarch.[] Accordingly(Ithere[lcan[Ino
longer[ bel suchlauthorization, [ $incel the
positionof Exilarch[ nollonger[exists.
And[lthere[lis[Jcurrently[Jno[Jcourt Jof
ordainedjudgesin(the TLandlof(Israel. Tt
therefore[ ] seems[] to[| Turl[] that[] the
authorization[] that[] the[] secular[] ruler
grants tol al Jewish[ judgeltoljudgelhis
commun (1] ity[] has[ 1 no[] legal[] effect.
Nevertheless, after[some[discussion, he
concludes( | that[]although(ItheJwritten
authorization] from[] thel] secular
authoritiesmormally/is[aflno (Value, it(is
effectiveliflthe [dommunitylaccepts/such
person(]tol ] bel]its[]judge.[] Turl] thus
separates| the[ legal [ effect! of al secular
governmental [ authorization[]  of
individual (judges[into [two [situations:[an
imposed judge and(ajudgelaccepted (by
the[community.

Thelmost[often[ cited decision ofT this
subjectis[alteponsum[ofl Ribash[who
lived[in[the[14th[century.[The following
controversy[ was[ submitted [ to him[ for
decision.[ Thel leading[ tabbil ofl France
died.Helhadfounded [many!($chools[of
learning, had ordained (manytabbisland
waslaccepted[by[the Jews of(Francelas

thelhead [ ofl thelJewish community. He
waslalsolsoltecognized[ byl the Kinglof
France. During his/lifetime, helordained
his[Ison,[ lwhom[Ithe[Ipeopleldecided
would[Tbe[Talworthy[successor[ito[ his
father.[The[various/Jewish[¢ommunities
acceptedChim[as[chiefltabbilofl France
andthe[ King[ ofl France approved[ the
appoint[ment. "Another[oflhis[ father’s
pupils, [altabbillsaiah, lhowever, (thought
that[ The[Ishould [ be[ recognized as!ithe
leading[tabbi.[Isaiah[Wwent[tol thel chief
rabbiloflGermany andlobtainedd(tuling
naminghim[the[thiefl rabbilofl France
and[placinganyone[Wwho[opposed him
under(a(ban. Ribash[waslasked[tb(decide
whether[theldecision oflthel ¢hieflrabbi
oflJGermany( |was[]valid.[]Ribash[]fist
discusses[thel concept[ of Wwhat[ Wwestern
Jews!callfordination”.Helshows[that/it
hasnothingto[do[Wwith[the concept of
ordination,[] or[] thel] procedurel] of
authorizallfion[described [in(the[Talmud.
Heldescribes[thelteason[for(thel¢current
ordination[]and[the[llimited[]authority
which/it[¢arries, and,[as[onelground(for
his[decision,doncludes(thatthe rabbis(of
Germanyhad[holjurisdiction tol decide
thel] fate[] of[] the[] Jews[] of(] France.
Especially[ sincelit[ was[lonly[al single
German(rabbilWwho [made(the decreelof
excommunica(ltion. Ribash[ continues,
assuming (] that(] the[] chiefl] rabbil] of
Germany! has( Jauthority[ 'to[ ldirect Ithe
French[Jews(as/ tolwhom[tol makel the
leading[tabbil of[France, his[decision(is
nevertheless(invalid (for(several (teasons.
First,[the[sonlhad[the[primary[tight[to
takehis[father’s[placelespeciallylsince
helwas[ designated( for[ the[post byl his
father.Inladdition, the[son(hadlactually
filled [ thisposition[Wwith[ distinction[ for
several[ lyears[|before[/the[controversy
arose.[ Oncelalpersonlhasloccupiedlan
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important[Iposition, [ hellis[ Inot[tol[Ibe
removed[]except[ | for[]allgood[]cause.
Moreover,Call[the Jewish [ communities
oflFrancehadlaccepted(thelson as their
leader. [ Finally[ the[ son[was[ appointed
with[ thel approvall of! thel king and, in
monetarymatters, the law [0flthe(secular
government, [is[the [controlling(Taw.

CHIZUK #0DUD

DivreiTorahlfrom the weekly'sedra
withla focus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael [|
ChizukforOlim & Idudfor'notyet Olim

Thel[Roleldflthe[Mohen

The[Kohen[i$[charged [With [the [thsk [df
declaring[lthe metzoralimpure.[dThe
Torah[ instructs[] the[] Kohanim[ to
“distinguish (Between[the[shcredlahd[the
profane[ahd [Hetween[the[dontaminated
andlthelplure,ahd[tbtéach[the[Children
ofl3raellall [dflthe[decrees[that[Hashem
had[dpoken[do L them [through[Moshe”
(Vayikra[10: 100011). Mhis[speaks [t mhore
than[jlstLdxamining[Blemishes.[As[dur
spiritualIkadership,[the [(Kohanim[thust
articulate[Ch[Cklear[Cessage Cbf[TTorah

values.

Like[Kohanim,[Rabbis[And[kducators
(ourC3piritualdeaders[bf[ today) Linust
articulate[Ch[Cklear[essage Cbf[TTorah
values.[They[Rave[to[deach[dboutlthe
mitzvaldfldwelling[ih [the [Tand [df[I3rael,
the[dentrality Ldf Eretz[Yisrael[doLthe
Jewish[] experience,[] the[ incredible
opportunity live[have[doday [{o[deturn
Home, Chnd[the[kxcitingCmoment[n
history[id Which [We[live.

OnelKohen,[Bzra[HaSofer[articulated[al
message [df[dliya.[He[Ted[d[Return[o

Zion,[Heseeching[Jews[dflthe[Diaspora
toldeturnBome[to[thelland [df[Tkrael
and[rkbuild[the HolyMemple.Mragically,
the[dverwhelmingLthajority [df[Jews[did
not[teturn,Cpreferringlihstead (o Llive
comfortably[ih[(Babylonia.[ The[Second
Commonwealth CldidChotCmanage [to
capture[thelglory [of(the [Hrst.

It'sChotCEnoughto'support[lsrael”.
North[J American[] Rabbis[] have[] to
encourage[aliya. [Much i [skrvice [id [phid
toUthe[IState [of[Israel Llin[IShabbat
morningldsermons,[but[]are [C1Rabbis
leading[By[example?[Are[they Willing[tb
practice[What[they[plreach?

As[A[$ynagogue [Rabbilnyself[before
making[hliya,[ 1L foundkhat[there[ls
cowardice[d on[ the[] part[] of ] our
leadership.[Many[dabbis[feel[dhat[dhey
mustLdtay [ih[the[Diasporalto[fend 1o
their[flock. [But[Were[mhore [pulpitlrhbbis
tolrhake [aliya, [the flock Would Fbllow.
the[teligious[Jeadership Cdoesn’t[inake
the[Teap, [(how[dan[ve[éxpectldnyone
else[tb?[Rlabbishhve[tdIdad (bl [elkample,
and[id [this[chse [[dave by [ekample!

At[theYery[least[there[3hould[be[d
yearning.[Bven[if[dliyaldoes[hotdvork
with[bne’sCturrentifeCituation,[he
shouldlykarn[tb[Be [iving[here. i[should
beldn[dne’s[Horizon.[@ur[Shges[tklls[Us
that[dmong[the[duestions[dne[Will(Be
asked after[they Idave[this[World[id, “Hid
youlykarn[fbr[shlvation?”’[(Shabbat[3 a).
As[theKohen[HaGadol[MeiEchav[dflthe
lastCleentury, [ Rav[JAvraham [IYitzchak
HaKohen[Kook[Wrote:[IYearning[or
salvation[k[dhe[3ustaining[3trength Lbf
DiasporalJewry”[{Orot,[Eretz[Yisrael,

Chap.).
RabbiShimshonHaKohen Nadel, Jerusalem
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L RIMDDLES,

Prizes[br[Best[sblution[skts[ate[fiirnished By
Lastfidsue’s (Sh'mini)MTriddles:

Last[Week, [We[lind[df[gotldarried[dway
with[the[dame[dflthe[skdra, [&s ou [Will
see.[Aldisproportionate [dumber[dflthe
EIGHTMTriddles[pbinttd[SH'MINI.

[11™other[afTriton, Proteus, Nereid...

Thelohother[Hlanet[dflthe[mhoonsTriton,
Proteus,[INereid[And2enCdther (known
moons[i3[MEPTUNE, Which[i3[the[dighth
(Sh'mini) Cplanet[ih [ghe [Solar [System. LTF
youldccept[Pluto's[demotionto[dwarf
planetldnd[its[demoval [(from [the st Laf
(full) Cplanets,[EhenQive've Lonly[got[he
eight.[FYI...[.Neptune [And[Triton [1ITits
largestCdmoon Oby Cfar [(1IMwere[dboth
discovered[]in[] 1846.1Nereid [ Jwasn't
discovered[lintilCinore[ than[A[ tentury
later.[FiveCmoons[Wwere[Hiscoveredin
1989[ahd[ahotherfive[id 21002 [ahd 2003.

[2] [nb [ctuel [Buhusual [punishment

ThisLisCbne[ bf[ the[provisions[bf[ the
EIGHTHLSh'mini)Chmendment[to[the
U.S.[@onstitution. It [8 [Hart[df[the [Bill [df
Rights.[1"Excessive [bail CshallCInot[Cbe
required, Chor[éxcessive (dinesCimposed,
norcruelldandunusualCdpunishments
inflicted."

[3][Eirst[Korean[American[to[Belthayor
oflalnhajor [MSI[clty

Sukhee[Mang...[with [His[2008[election, [He
became[thefirstLKorean[Bmerican[to
servelaks[thayor[df[dlrhajor[1.S.[dity.[He
was[rk[elected[ak[mhayor[With[mhore[than
64%[of [the [vbte[id [Niovember[2010.[Born
and[thised[ih[South[Korea,[Mayor[Kang

and[hisOWvife Jbanne [immigrated (o [dhe
United [States[id (1977 [after [his[gFaduation
from[Korea[University(id Skoul...[Thelclty
ofwhich [Helid[mhayor[idtvine, [(3outhern)
California...[it[ik [(Home [tdo [dver[200,000
people...dery[lowiolent[érimetate...
verylhigh[mhedianlidcome...HlybuWant[td
calll@hyonelih[dtvine, [from[thelrhayor[tb
the[doglcatcher,Mouldeed[the[dreacode
949 [{like [the [MT idsue [nimber).

[4][H's[chentioned[ih[the[skdra;[ids[(] [id
the[hbsolute[dargest[but[telatively[the
smallest

Fill Cih[(#he [Blank[dpacelih[#he [T Triddle
withthe[Word[Cegg"[dnd[dhe [T Triddle
becomes[uchBimplerCplainC{uestion.
Oneldflthe[non[osher bird[{types)likted
inISh'miniClandCin[CIR'eiClis Cthe CIBAT
HAYAANA, generally[] translated ] as
Ostrich. Idlid[well khown [that[the [Dstrich
is[the [drgestlektantbird[id [the World[ahd
that[its[elggs[al-e [the [rgest[dflahy Hird's.
Less[khown[id[that[fctlthat[abIdrge [ak[ids
eggslale, [MWelrklate[dpglsize[tb[thelsize
of(the[Dird, thenBhe [(Ostrichhas[the
smallest[egg[dffahy [bird. The Kiwi, By [the
way [{the[bird,Chot[the[fruit)Lhas[the
largest[dgg[delative [to (Body[dize[dfldny
bird.[Hummingbirds[have [the [3mallest

eggs.

[5]Xochanan[Gamliel entltb [alSimchat
Torah[BFrit

Divrei[JHaYamim[JAlef(J1 2 Clists Clgreat
warriors from[the[tribe [bf[Gad[Who
"wentldver[tb[David".[Yochanan[is[listed
as[HASH'MINI, [the [dighth.[Gamliel [(Ben
P'datzur [Wvas[the[WasiLdf{Menashe [Who
offeredHis[gifts[tb[the[dedication [df[the
Mishkan[dn[the[BIGHTH[day [(U'VAYOM
HASH'MINL...).(Bimchat[Torah s [YOM
HASH'MINIOof CISukkot, [i.e. CISH'MINI
ATZERET.[Brit[Mila[id[donel(preferably)
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onlthe[BIGHTH[day[(as[Weldeelih[this
week's[sédra).

[6](350[8th[Ave.,[Machu[Ricchu,[Grand
Canyon,[TajMahal...

More[[ISH'MINI.CIThe CeconceptCofClthe
"Eighth[Wonder[dflthe[World" [8[altkrm
sometimes[Lised (o[ Hescribe [thingsLin
comparison[fo[the[Seven[Wonders[bf
the[World,[the Cwidely ldhown Olist[bf
seven] remarkable[] constructions[] of
classical[Jantiquity.[] There[Jare[d many
natural Chnd[dmanmadeCkites[that[hre
sometimes[Feferred[to[hs[the[Fighth
Wonder[df[the[World.[These[dre[ ot
partLbflhn [ bfficial ist,[but[$ince[ the
conceptLbf[ Seven[Wonders[has[been
around[fbr[d[Ibng[time, [the [tkrm[Highth
Wonder[i3[Used [as[A™WOW, [this[thing
would[Bave[hade[thelist[doo" [Rind Lf
idea.[350Bth[Avenuelit[the[dddress[df
the[Empire[State[Building.[Thetkrm[Has
been[4pplied [Holit.[3o[too, [ o[ Machu
Picchu,[Tan[@ncientThca[fbrtress[dity [ih
the[Andes[Morthwest[df[Quzco, Beru.dts
extensive[] ruins,[ including[] elaborate
terraces,[Wereldiscoveredih[191 |",[the
Grand[@anyon[(hot[the[shopping[ohall[ih
Haifa),[dhe [Taj[Mahal,[dndCanyLdther
things[[ée[fiirther fbr alféw[more.

[71Qd Champion [ 3[étter (I word[is[1a
palindrome

Let's[fake[A[break(drom[the CEIGHTH
theme...[khere[ds[h[B[létter IvordCin
Parshat[ Sh'mini, CkhatChas[the[Chighest
gimatriyaldflahy[threelétter(Word.Inthe
phraseLJALLITEISHT, L do U notdrink,
referringltb Wine[(hnd[dther[ihtoxicating
beverages) [that[d[Rohen [thay [dot[drink
before [ loingCLAVODA [ih[dhe [Mikdash.
TAVI%00), SHIN{B00), CTAVI%00) [gives
algimatriyaldf(lll 00.[Theldnly[three[ldtter
combination[With [alHigher [dumericlvhlue

is(MAVTAVTAV,Mhichisn't@wWord.

[8]LGreat[ WallLbf[ China,[$tonehenge,
Statue[df[Mliberty,[Ranamal[Canal,[Sydney
Opera[House,[Rink[And MVhite[Terraces
NZ...

And[Bereldre[domel[dflthe[dther[Jlaces
that[bhve[bken[chlled[the[Eighth[Wonder.
FYI...[(Theldldest[ahd [chost[famous st [df
Seven[Wonders[dflthe World[id[rkferred
tolak[the[Seven[Wonders[dflthe[Ancient
World.[Oflthelskven, [dnly [dne [still [elkists
[ldiz. (the[Byramids[df[Giza [(Egypt). (WSA
Todaylahd[GoodMorning[Americalchme
upwith[ChlistClofCkhe ['New[1Seven
Wonders".[Mhellkt[idcludesthe Polar Ite
Caps,[thellhternet,[And[the[DId [Tity [df
Jerusalem.[Howabout[that?!

TAZRI'A Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Simcha or Sin?

Context: Parshat Tazri'a opens with
one of the strangest examples of biblical
ritual "impurity": tum'at yoledet, tum'a
resulting from childbirth.

The Torah relates that, following the
birth of a male child, a childbearing
mother enters a seven day period of
tum'a, while following the birth of a
female child, a fourteen day period of
tum'a is mandated. In each case, these
days of tum'a are then followed by
much lengthier periods (thirty three
days after the birth of a male child and
sixty six days after the birth of a female
child) of modified separation from
sanctified objects.
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Finally, at the close of each extended
period, the mother brings a burnt
offering and a sin offering to the Temple
to mark her full reentry into society.

Questions: Bearing a child is clearly
one of the most highly sanctified acts
possible; the first divine blessing/com
mandment given to man while still in
the Garden of Eden; the clearest
demonstration of man's partnership
with God. Why, then, does a woman
automatically incur a state of tum'a as a
result of childbirth?

What is the significance of the different
separation  periods mandated in
response to the birth of a male and
female child, respectively? Aren't all
children of equal value?

Finally, and most problematically, what
is the significance of the korbanot
brought by a yoledet, a childbearing
mother? In particular, why does the
Torah instruct a woman to bring a sin
offering in the aftermath of childbirth?
What possible "sin" could be associated
with the glorious act of bringing a new
life into the world?

Approaches:

A. The most basic, and in some ways the
most problematic, approach to the
perplexing issues surrounding the
tum'at yoledet is offered by a group of
scholars including Rabbeinu Bachya and
the Kli Yakar. These commentaries view
both the tum’a resulting from childbirth
and the sin offering in its aftermath as a
reflection of the primal sin of Chava, the
first woman. In response to Chava's role
in the consumption of the forbidden
fruit of the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil, God condemns her and her

female progeny to the ftravails of
childbirth.

While giving birth to a child is, therefore,
a glorious mitzva, the pain and difficulty
associated with the process is the
product of sin.

This approach, however, gives rise to
serious issues concerning the nature of
divine reward and punishment. As we
have noted before, Judaism clearly
rejects the Christian notion of "original
sin". We are not guilty, in perpetuity, of
the sin committed by Adam and Chava.
On this issue the Torah is clear: "Fathers
shall not die because of their children,
nor shall children die because of their
fathers. Each individual will die in his
own sin." We are each held culpable only
for our own failings and not for the
failings of others, past, present or
future. How, then, can these scholars
suggest that each childbearing woman
across history must somehow atone for
a crime committed by her ancestor, at
the beginning of time?

The key to understanding this approach
may well lie in a distinction that we have
noted elsewhere. While Judaism
absolutely rejects the Christian concept
of "original sin,” we cannot deny the
reality of "intergenerational reverbera
tion."

We are not responsible, in any way, for
the transgression committed by Adam
and Chava at the beginning of time. We
are, however, affected by that sin's
ramifications. This is not a punishment,
but a reality of life. Had Adam and Chava
not sinned, we would now be living a
very different existence in the Garden of
Eden.

Similarly, we are all concretely
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connected to each other across the
generations. Such overarching life issues
as where we are born, to whom, into
what environment and, in fact,
whether or not we are born at all are
determined not only by God, but also by
our parents and by those who came
before them as well. Even more
importantly, our decisions and actions
today will critically affect the lives of our
children and their progeny tomorrow.

At the decisive moment of childbirth,
therefore, the Torah graphically reminds
the new parents, through a series of
rituals, of the phenomenon of "inter
generational reverberation." The
mother's state of tum'a, her consequent
period of physical separation from her
husband, the offerings she brings in the
aftermath of these events, all result
from actions committed by her primal
ancestor, millennia earlier. The Torah's
message could not be clearer: We are
each partially a product of what came
before. How careful, then, must new
parents be with their own continuing
decisions and actions for those very
decisions and actions will help shape
the lives of generations to come.

B. An entirely different approach is
suggested by Rabbi Shimshon Raphael
Hirsch. This scholar notes that the Torah
sets the stage for the passage describing
tum'at yoledet with the unusual phrase
ISHA KI TAZRI'A, "when a woman yields
seed..."

By choosing the verb LIZRO'A, "to yield
seed,” in describing human conception

as opposed to the usual biblical term,
lit'hor, "to conceive" the Torah stresses
the universal, physical character of
childbirth. This verb is used on only one
other occasion in the text in
conjunction with the creation of the
earth's vegetation, which is described as

MAZRIA ZERA L'MINEIHU, "yielding seed
to its kind".

"The highest and noblest occupation®”,
says Hirsch, "on which the whole future
of the human race is built... is of purely
physical nature. Man originates, grows
and exists like a plant..." At the moment
of childbirth, the childbearing mother,
involved in "the most sublime procedure
of her earthly calling", is forced to
painfully submit to the laws of nature.
As her child enters the world, she
becomes one with all the other creatures
of creation, governed by processes
beyond her control.

Tellingly, the Torah specifically chooses
this moment, the moment when a new
soul's arrival into the world is bounded
by natural law, to underscore man's
unique ability to transcend that law.
After childbirth, the childbearing mother
confronts an immediate challenge. By
deciding to follow Torah law, she
embarks upon a conscious journey from
tum'a to tahara. Step by step, she is
guided past the physical constraints of
natural law towards a renewed
awareness of her own spiritual potential.
Her freely chosen journey towards
complete religious involvement reminds
all that man, once born, is a morally free
agent.

C. An additional perspective on tum'at
yoledet can be suggested, based upon
our prior observations concerning the
general theme of tum’a.

The state of tum'a often seems to occur
in response to an individual's encounter
with a profound event or experience.
God does not want us to pass through
life unaffected by what crosses our path.
By mandating a ritually limited state
following such encounters, the Torah
creates a forced response. The period of

tum'a teaches us that something has
changed, that we must be responsive to
all experiences that touch our lives.

Few events are as potentially life altering
as childbirth. The Torah therefore
establishes a period of tum'a to
encourage the mother to assimilate the
many complex truths with which she
has come face to face: from the reality
of her own mortality to her sublime
partnership with God in creation, and
finally to the responsibilities she now
bears towards her newborn child.

The childbearing mother's world has
changed forever. The Torah insists that
she recognize that fact.

Parsie [Peints o Poncer
Tazri'a

1) [(Why[does[the[Torah[dequire[that[d
Kohein[declare[the[person[a[inetzora
(13:3,5,6,8,[eltc.)? MVhylchn't[He [simply [be
impure[Based[dn[the[slgns[Which [Helskes

himself?

2)[[flt¥araat(id [alsign [df[spiritual [Ailings [in
alJerson,[How[dan[dlgersonWith[tkraat
covering[Ris[éntire[Body[Beldpared[the
entire[purification[process[ahd[He[ilnme[]
diately[pure[( 3:12[13)?

3)[(Why[does[traraat[dflthe[dlothing[do
immediately [tb [l Waiting[deriod [(hesger)
without[any[immediate Clleclarations[bf
impurity[( 3:5), Mhile[tkaraat[dflthe [blody
can[Beldeclared[itnpurelilnmediately[(for
example[[IB:3)?

ParshaPoints o Ponder
by Rabbi[Dov(Lipman

Portionfrom(thePortion
Renewalloflthe[Moon

This[Shabbat, Weread(thelast of the
four(special(Torahportions(leading up
to[Pesach.[\Welreadlverses112:1(20
from(the book[of(Sh'mot(thatlis[G(d's
firstCcommand(tolthe whole[hation[1]
HACHODESH[! HAZEH[] LACHEM
ROSH[ICHODASHIM, JRISHONHU
LACHEMUL'CHODSHEILJHASHANA.
This[renewal( of the[lmoon(shallbe
untol] you(l the[] beginning] of(] New
Moons,litlshalllbeluntolyoulthefirst of
the months[of( thelyear."[TThis[verse
contains twol] mitzvotl (] KIDDUSH
HACHODESHI(fixing(the beginninglof
theJ monthJ when(] the] newl moon
becomesvisibleland!makingthelorder
of( the[ months[ of( thelyear( start[with
Nisan, the monthof _ithe LGEULADL
Redemption.

Whatll is[] sol] speciall]l aboutl] the
consecrationof the[beginningof the
month(Iithat(Kiddush(HaChodeshwas
the(first_mitzvalHashem_commanded
thelJewish[nation?

Somelpeople might(thinkthat there
would[] be(] other(] commands] more
appropriatelfor[ thisCweighty[position.
But(] if(] wel] examinel] thel] intricate
ceremonyof (KIDUSHHACHODESH,
welunderstand(that(the  meaning and
objectlof thisllaw[mustbel[something
higher(] than(] just[] thel] astronomical
calculations[Cinvolvedlin[Jsetting[the
dateloflthemewmonth.

Let's[] explain] somel] of(] thelJ laws
involvedlin(KIDDUSHHACHODESH.
Witnesseswholsawthelmoon(in[the
evening(shouldigo(tolJerusalem(toltell
Beit[Din.ITheycouldleaveon(their
journey(TlevenonShabbat(TTbecause
of(thelimportancelof(theirtask. Andlif



alwitness(was(sickhelcould[@éven Tride
onlarhorselon[Shabbatltolgetltolthe
Beit[ Din.CAndevenlifltheCmoonlwas
seenl] sol! clearlyll that[] probably
everyone had(seen(iit[thatlwayl’and
theylcould[think there[was[holreason
forithemtoldesecratethe Shabbatlto
toltestifylinCcourtJaboutisomething
thatJ everyonelJ wouldJ know(] [ the
witnesses(should[stillIgolon(]their
journeylevenlon[Shabbat[becauseof
thelimportance(ofitheir(task.

Rav(Samson[Raphael Hirsch( points
out[that[when(reviewing[thel[process
of Cexaminingthewitnesses, ‘welcan
not(] butll noticell that(] thell whole
procedurelis[related[to[ the realmof
human(sociallllife(Jandnot[justlthe
astronomicalJphenomenalJof[INature.
MISHPAT [lis[thel[lcharacter(lof(Ithe
procedure,thereforellitLicanJonly[lbe
donellinTtheJdaytime, JandImustbe
completedlinidaytime.[lt canlonlybe
performed] byl all bench(] of(J three
competent(judges,and twolwitnesses
arerequired(RoshiHashana25b).

IfLontheB80th dayLof[almonth, while
stillCdaytime,[the[newmoon(is[visible
andlit’haslbeen[seenlbyltheljudges,
thelcourtand[all of(Israel; orlif[ the
thorough(J examination(] of(J thel[] wit[]
nesses wholcome(to(testifyregarding
thelmoon(hasbeencompleted(butithe
judges(didnot[state(IMEKUDASH[11"it
isCconsecrated", [ thentheB80thLis hot
thel[1stlof(thelhew(month. This[shows
us(thatlitlis(hottheactual ’conditionlin
thelsky, buttheconsecratingldeclaral
tionCof_the LrepresentativesJoflIsrael
thatCis[the[decisivel factorClonCwhich
thel1 beginning (1 of (] the] new ] month
begins.[Butiwhy?

ROSH[1CHODESH! lis[1onel] of(]the
MO'ADIM.[Rav[Hirschlpoints out(that
MO'EDLcomes(from[thelrootLlYAAD[L

tolcallllalimeeting.[1 The I MO'ADIM,
including1RoshIChodesh,Tare[times
fixed forCourCmeetingCwith['Hashem.
Rav(Hirsch]explains(ithat[]Hashem
wants(thisimeeting[tolbeVvoluntaryon
both(sides.t[shouldn't’belthelmaster
ordering(] hisl] servantsl] tol] attend.
Rather(Gdlspecifies[altimelwhenHe
wouldllike[His[peopletolcometoHim,
butlleaves(the(fixing of the éxact day
upJto[IHisJpeople. 1ThisCimakes[the
"coming(together"mutual.

Eachltimeltheimoon(finds[thelIsun
again[Hashemwants[His[people[to
find(Himagainfandbelilluminated.

Parsie Peiints o Pencer
Suggestedlahswers

) [The[Sfornoltkaches[that[the[Mohein's
involvement[id [the[plocessWould[éad[tb
the[J Kohein[ instructing[] the[] person
regardinglWhat[He[did D rong[Which[Ikd
tolthe[tkaraatlahd [this[Wouldihspire[the
person[toldepentldndlpray,[dnd[Wvould
enable [fhe [Kohein[fo[prayfor[him[ds

well.

2)[MheKliMakarahswers[that[the[shame
of[Having[the[tkaraat[dovering[His[dntire
body[Will[dertainly Cchotivate[the[Berson
toltepentCvithout[heeding[theCkntire
process(tb[idspire[thatlrkpentance.

3)@he[OhrHaChayimleiplains[thatlsince
clothinghhs[tb [be[destroyed[ak[sbon[ak[id
isLdeclaredlimpure,[G[D[does[dotlWant
people[fo[Ibselpossessions,[dnd [ #ather
gives[the[person{ime[fo[tepent[dnd,
hopefully,[dause [the[tkaraat[tb[disappear
from[thelcothing By [the[time[the [Waiting
periodlidlaver.

ThePuahInstitute
forFertilityland GynecologyinlAccordancewith Halacha

Who is considered an Expert?

Last[time[welsaw(thatan[expert/doctorlis
afforded [ al certain( security[ against legal
action.[Onelteader[whoUlisla doctor[told
methat[iflthis [is the[case [then he is[going
to[J cancell] his[] medicall] malpractice
insurance. However, [ifithe [doctor makes (@
serious[mistakelJor[causes[/more[than
acceptable damage( then[hel can[ belheld
responsible( (see Responsal Tzitz[ Eliezer
4:13).[Thelconceptlis thatlif[welwerelto
suel doctors[forl every[ possible dutcome,
thenlJnobody[Jwould[Jactually[agree[Ito
practicel ] medicinel ] and[] people | would
sufferand(die ofldisease(that could have
beenltreated. Butltheyldre(still(cases when
theldoctor(mustbe held liable.

As[iwel[havel[seen, [ the[ Shulchan[Aruch
directs us to[jgolto[ thel expert medical
professional and[Irely onl[ ttheir lopinion.
Butwholis(¢onsideredanléxpert,[after(dll
medical[éxpertise land[knowledge¢hange
very [ regularly?] Until I recently []it[] was
thought! that[ifT$omeone[ suffering[ from(a
heart[ attack( stayed[ at[ home[ hel hadl as
much(chanceloflsurvivallaslone[Who [was
immediately(taken[tohospital.[Today we
know (that(thisfis Mot fruednd [thatthe Best
results[] are[] gained[] from[] getting[] to
hospital.[] And[] well could[] bring[] such
examples[ Ifrom[JallJareasJofl imedicine.
How[ canlwel claim[that["anyone[lis[lan
expertl[Isince[Jthel Idefinition[ Jofl Imedical
expertise[¢hanges?

Thel1Mishnall(RoshlJHaShana)[Jalready
statedthat[welarelobligatedtofollow[the
Rabbislinlour[generation.Onel¢annot/say
that[ I only[listen[ to[ the[ Rabbis[ of! the
previous [ generations who [were[greatland
held[] authority,[| and[] I[] thus[] ignore

contemporary( |Rabbis. | Instead [ Iwel lare
obliged[to[follow[the[Rabbislinlour own
generation(dand [rely[on[their[opinions.

ThelJsame [ principle[can[belappliedto
medicinel lin[eachlgeneration.[]Wel[ lare
obliged[to[utilize imedicine and[ $eek( the
advicelofldoctors. Iflthatlis[the[case[then
wel lcan[ Japply[ the[ same[ iprinciple.[ We
obliged[ tol follow [ medicine[ and[ alll that
welhavelis[modern(medicine as(it[stands
today.

Conventional[ | medicine] is] based[] on
scientificCévidence, [that[hasbeenl[arrived
at[through[experimentation. [ In[scientific
tests, [controlsDare Jused [Jand Cstatistical
information(Jis[Javailable[ Ifor[ Jany! treat[]
mentlor[ druglas[to thebenefits[and any
unwanted[sideleffects.[When(the[benefits
outweigh(the[Icosts[Jand[ Ithe[ Jtreatment
gives[theldesired [improve [liment then[the
doctor(suggests/its/ise.

This[type ofl imedicineJis[halachically
condoned[land[Jal 'doctor [ working under
these conditions [ land[ ‘guidelines( can[ be
called[an['expert".[ But[ what[ bfl uncon[]
ventional[freatment, (hatural [femedies and
supplementary[] medicine,[] arel] we
permitted( Ito[ luse these? [ 'What[ ifl Ithey
containl] nonlkosher[] ingredients'] or
contravenethe(laws [0fIShabbat?

Welwillldiscussthis [question[next/time.



