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ManyformsofPesach€leaning

Many[deople[do["kpring[dleaning” [als [Besach [approaches.[Howlthuch [dflthat
cleaninglidlnkcessary for[PesachSlthe [tbpic[dfimany [talks [thistime [of[ykar, [but
to[Belkind, Iét's[shy [that[With [Besach [Being[@hag[HaAviv, (the [Spring[Bestival,
thelidealoflspringlcleaningfidinbttdtally [dutcflplace.

Many [dthers[have [fihally (Hecome[able[tb fbcus[theirlehergies[dn[the [deaning
that[fits [(Hetter[ihto[the[definition [df Ldhameitz[demoval (4 hich [i$ [dlchitzva
among[MARYAG.

Dol[people[goldverboard?[Yeah, [dsually.[But[that's[dot[Bad,[perde.[Just,
whateverybuldo, [tty [Hot[tb [t [id[spoil [the [by [df (Mom [Mov[[IWhich[3[also [al
Torahlditzva.

Butlthere[is[ahother[Kind[dfldeaninglahd[ceansing[tb Which[dur[aktention[i3
called, [id [this[ple[Pesach [pkriod. [Mwo Meeksago Welrtadthe [special [naftir fdr
Shabbat[Barshat[Rara.[That[i[seen[ds[dlserious[preparation fbr[Misanldnd
Pesach, [since[rtual [purity [(TAHARA) lid[alplre [rkquisite [tb [Bringing[ahd [ehting
the[lorban[Pesach.[(Yes, therelalelsituations[in [the [time [of[the Mikdash when
the[KP[chn[Be[brought[id [alstate [Af[MUM'A, [ritual [ilpurity. [But[that[id [not[ah
ideal[situation, lsble'll [dave [itldut [oF[this [plesentation.)

Undergoing[the["treatment"[df[the [Para[Aduma[Potion i [the [dnly [Way[tb[rid
oneself[df(TUM'AT [MEIT [the lidhpurity [cbntracted ffom [contact[With [aldead
body.[And [itlchn (b [done [ahy [time [df [the [ykar, [ButWas[mhost[cbmmonly [done
as[Pesach[approached[ahd[Jéws[chme[tbMerushalayim fbr [Pesach.[Side[point[L]
only (TUM'ATMEIT [(hnd[dot[dther [types[Af (TUM'A[llEke [flirther) [dould[Be

partofithe[situation [mentioned[(@ndplishedlolutlofthe discussion) above ot 4 Word of the Month AsoulRightBave Hoticed, Ehe holad (&
Nisan [as[Slinday [nbontime[ahd [Rosh[Qhodesh [Was[not [uhtil Monday [night,

Jerusalem/lid/outltimesfor METZORA Tuesday.[ThisCineans[dhat[the (irstCdpportunity (for [Kiddush [L'vanaCthis
6:27 N7 :% 1 ) month, [according[tbMinhag[(¥erushalayim[is[(MVednesday[dight, [the [dve [df
© pm © pM Summerltime (seelphge(lfor(dther(zianim) the 3rd[df(Nlisan. Some[people histakenly [think [that [ tbo [early (Hecause [if
Checkedlahd[doublelchecked[farShabbatPhrshat[Metzora is[dot[after [the[third[day [df[the [thonth. [But [ [ [after (3 [fll [days [ftom[the

molad [[T&hd[that's[What[cbunts[fbr KL [IHot[the [day [df[the [thonth. [Motza'ei
Shabbat[Will(Be[d[Jopular[fme[fbr K L [this[thonth.[Reople d/ho dait [until §
seven[dhys[after [the [molad Wil bhve [their Hist[ap [ah [SUN [night, [April DDth. \




Candles (earliest)y  Metzora Havdala
6:27 (5:44) Yerushalayim 141
6:45 (5:46) S'derot 143
6:43 (5:44) Gush[Btzion 141
6:44 (5:45) Raanana 143
6:43 (5:45) Beit[Shemesh/RBS 742
6:44 (5:46) Netanya 143
6:44 (5:45) Rehovot 143
6:42 (5:45) Be'erSheva/Otniel T:42
6:43 (5:45 Modi'in/Chashmona'im T:42
6:27 (5:45) Petach[Tikva 143
6:27 (5:43) Maale[Adumim 141
6:43 (5:45) Ginot[Shomron 142
6:42 (5:44) Gush[Shiloh T4l
6:43 (5:44) K4[&Hevron 141
6:43 (5:44) Giv'at[Ze'ev 141
6:44 (5:45) YadBinyamin 143
6:45 (5:46) Ashkelon 144
6:32 (5:43) Tzfat 14l
R (5:45) Zichron[Yaakov =~ ***

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[MMETZORAI[IR | 8pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI

6";2*‘%2"6 2 11 Nisan® April 6 15

6:49 (7TT48 EarliestiTalitl &1 T'ilini0000005:3105:20am
6;47 1746 SunriselI0000000000000000000000006:2306:12am
6:49[71T48 SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malii00009:3209:25am
6:48 71747 (MageniAvraham:18:55(8:48am)

6:49 [7TT49 SofiZ'mani T'filan00000000010:35010:30am
6:49 [7IT48 (Magen(Avraham:110:0409:58am)

6: 46[ITT47 Chatzotimommmmim12:41%pmi12:39%am

: (halachicinoon)
6:48[[TT47
6:32 [ZIT48 Minchal Gedolanio00000001:1401:12pm
6:32 [ZITH46 (earliestiMincha)

6:48 IT47 PlagiMinhalmmomioioins:427205:46%apm
6:47TTH6 Sunsetli00000000000000007:0607:12pm
6:47 71146 (basedi onl seal level:1 7:0107:07pm)

23; %z; ZICHRON YAAKOV please note:

: Pursuant to an email received from a
6:50 L1749 TTreader in Zichron informing us of a
6:37L1T47 discrepancy in times between TT and the
Vi i local religious council, we will be

investigating the issue for next issue

Zot(Tihyehlor(S'gira

We'veldbnelthis.[We'veBeenlthere!

| Water for[you/from[our hearts

& Theldcientist[ib[d[han[df[great
faith.[Helhhs[ith [that[thereatelgheat
wonders, [gteat[ttuths, [td[discover.
From('A[CandlelbyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein
AlCandlelbyDay®ThelAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal

by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[054[209(85200

Sometimeslit's big

mn

One of the simplest brass instruments, having

no valves or other pitch altering devices.

Vladislav Tretiak, Gilles Gratton,
Steve Buzinski, Michel Belhumeur

Theloil'slisl@pprox.2.5965971

Rabbi'Shmuel & TzippyFuss

"She Will[db [him[gbod[ahd [nbt[eVil
alllthe [dhys[ofhkr [ife."

narrow [nhtion [dr bitterttee

| First he leaves town, then who?

OUlisraelllCenterTT51 & 3 <9 ThellMetzoralb771lissue

LEADTIDBIT .- fom [fdontlphge

[&fBringing[Morban [Pesachih [TUM'A
when[the[thajority[df[the[Jeople[dre
TAMEI. [People With [aldifferent fdrm [df
TUM'Alchnnot[bring KIP [ en [flall the
peoplelate[MAMEI.

Back[ohftdack.

Kohanim[dndleviyim[dn[dutylih[the
Beit[ lHaMikdash, Clobviously [lhad[lto
carefully[vatch[themselves[fo[4void
becoming[LTAMEI.LAnd I and When
they[becameLITAMEI, [ they[had[ ko
undergo[whatever [kteps CwvereChec ]
essary[tébbcome[MAHOR.

In[dddition, [there[Wereldeoplelih[the
time[df[dhe[Mikdash Lho$trove[do
avoidbecoming[MAMEI[d [their [dhy [tb[]
daylives,[dven [Without[plans[to Misit
the[BeitL HaMikdash [ br[kat[ kacred
foods.

Thelnhajority [dfthe [pleople Wouldldnly
concernlkhemselves[with[becoming
TAHOR [When[they[cameltb Yerushal]
layim (or CALIYALL'REGELCor[if[dnd
when[they[tamel[to[Jerusalem[vith
korbanot[tb[dffer[ahd/or[Maaser[Sheni
toldat[{or[its[dedemptionCihoney[do
spendloh fdodahd(dkink).

Again, [this[i$[Why[Barshat[Para[id[right
before[ [HaChodesh, Lwhich LlisCight
before[MNissan [{or[dn[Rosh[Chodesh
Nisan).

This[year [ITak [ih [alI[T3 [chonth, 2A[Adar
years,[Ithe[Jsedras[Jof[1Tazri'alJand
Metzora[dre[(tead[Around[this[3ame
"Pesachlit[doming[doon"[period.[And
thatlgives [s[flirther[fause[tb[donder

the[TUM'AlAnd[TAHARA sues[that
welubually [dbn'tlphy [Much attention[td.
[Kohanim[doday[dreLdnore[dware[bf
their[Cneed ko[ hvoid Lcontact[with
TUM'AT[MEIT [than [mhost[dfthe [rkst [of
us.[AldonKbhein[aboutltbldnter[dne
of the hbspitals id Idrael [mdight ok [mhight
not[hoticeCh[warning[bosted[that
entrance[is[ forbidden[ko[kohanim.
Maybe [ ft[will Ckause[Ch[Imomentary
hesitation, [(But[that's[dll.[LA[donscien]
tious[kohein [Will [stop [in [his [tracks[ahd
about[fce[lwhenseeing[that[sign
posted.]

Andlthis[dads[uktdohe furtherkindof
cleaningLAnd[tleansing[and[purifying
that[We[deed[think[about[ak[this[time
ofthelykar [ifInbt[always.

Inladdition[tdlchameitzlahdlattuallritual
impurity, Welmustlelkaminelahd[idspect
([AhdI[clean [up MBur[deeds,[durWords,
ourlthoughts.[As[Jdwsahdas[pkople.

Expressions[thatpop [ihto[dne's[head[IT]
dirty [ohind, [dirty [dnguage, [ahd[alwhole
range[df[(fbul (Habits IIHll [Joint[ih[the
direction[bof[h[khallenge[ that[koes
beyond[demoving[dhameitz[from[dur
possession[Hefore [Besach, [ahd [Beyond
immersion [id [alnikveh [ahd [purification
[ [the[time[dflthe [Mikdash [{pastlahd
future) With[the Phra[AdumalPbtion.

WelHave[durselves[th [dleanLdp.[This
includes[personality [(draits[And[$ocial
and[réligiousbkhavior.

Spring[Ldleaning[has[d[Wide[dnd[deep
meaning[forlukahd[presentslchallenges
thatlgd way bkyondlthephysical.

OUlisraellCenterIrTb51 & 4 <¢lrhelMetzoralb771[ssue



M'tzora

28th [of (54 [sddras;
5th [od (10 [ (Vayikra
M'tzora [hdgins [tHe [sdcond (half [o[tHe [sldras

Written [ah (159 [lides [i[aTS8fer (Tdrah, [rdnks: (4D
6 (Parshiyot, Blapen [and 3Lchsed

90 Lpsukim, Lednks [42nd [(§th [inl[Vayikra)

1274 [wbrds, Lednks 39th [(4th [id Vayikra)

4697 [ekters, [ranks 39th [{4th (i (Vyikra)

M'tzora's [pksukim [ade [longer [tHan [aterage, (hénce
its [ribe (il [rdnking [fdr [wbrds [&1Tekters

MITZVOT

| | Lodlitzvot (TN [pdsitive [{df [Tsddras [tHat (hive
only [pdsitives [((MBlreishit, (Ldch (Lkha, [Chukat,
Pinchas, (ayeilech [[lihis [isT tHe [most (b [fak)

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>CX:Y[{Z)]@nd 5> [X:Y [(Z)] [hdicate
startLlof[hCparshalp’tuchallor[k’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [ik[Perek:Pasuk Cof[the
beginningof[the [parsha; [ Z) UisCkthe
number [dflplsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets][are[the
Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer[BlaChinuch[AND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[1HaMitzvot.[1A=ASEI

(positiveLihitzva); [Il=LAV L{prohibition) LI

Rambam[lcounts[positives[1(248) [land
prohibitions[(B65) [separately. (X:Y [ [the
pereklahd(phsuk[ftom Mhich[the mitzvalid

counted.

Kohen[IFirst[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [[ITH: | (12

[P> 14:120)] Thelhftlictionslprel
sentedlinOTazrialarelimmediately
dealtd withll byl thel procedures
describeddnM'tzora.

ThelmainlthemeloflIM'tzorallislthe
"rituall purification"l ofll thell one
afflictedd withll Tzora'at.0 These
proceduresll constitutell all positive
mitzva [173,0A110 14:2].0 Two
birdslhrelkolbelkaken,hlceremony
islperformedlwithlthem,Oonelbird
islklaughtered,lhndihebtherlslket
free.0Thelpersondimmersesinda
mikve,l hell cleansl hisll garments,
andOhelshavesOalltheOhairJonOhis
body [174,A111 14:9].0Thelrules
ofll ritualll immersionl inll general,
comel froml this context [175,
A109 14:9].

Aldong SDTY...[Thell2th[dndfinal
chapter[df[(Mishna[Chulin[deals[With
the[initzva[bfC3hilu'ach[HaKen [{the
sendinglalway [df[the[mhother [Bird[Who
isLdn[Her[dest[df[dggs[dr[fledglings).
Thelfihal [mhishnalih [that[chapter[deals
with[the[Hituation When[dhat[hitzva
mightlclash With [the [plrification lofithe

M'tzora.[(What[if[the [dnly[Bird[dvail ]

able[do[the[M'tzoralforhis[dtoning
offerings[] is[] al ] mother[] sparrow
hoveringLdver[Ber[dest? [ Do[Welday
the[] positive[] mitzva[] of L] Taharat
HaM'tzoraldverrides[the[prohibition
of[thking[the [mhother [bird? ThisWould
seem[tb[fit[dlgeneral [dule:[dA[Jositive
commandmentlalverrides[alplohibition

OUlIsraelllCenter(frTib51 @5 <9 ThelMetzoralb771[lissue

(AseildbochehId[thasei). Met[this[id [nbt
thelchse.[Bven[fbr[alnhitzva,[ahd [even
when[the bird[Will[be[rkleasedalive(!),
as[b[dhe[dase[df[the[decond[df[the
M'tzora's[two [ birds,[Cbne[nay[hot

violate [the [Shilu'ach[HaKen[prohibi[]

tions.LIThere[hre[ technical[feasons
based[dn[the Wording[ih[the [text[df
the[(Morah[for[this.[And,Shilu’ach
HaKen[i$ [dot[d[Psimple” [Frohibition,
butUinvolves[an[attachedLpositive
command.

But[therelthight[Beldnother[doncept

here.CShilu'ach[HaKenDOsCA[Mshow [

case"[initzva.[It[kCdne[df[dhe[tare
mitzvotforwhichalréwardlidlspecified
[BrichatNMamim [(ength léhing [df [ife,

thelekact[meaningldflthis[idnbtlclear T

does[ilapply[td [thisorld ok [thelnkxt
or[both?IMbut[the[drewardis
expressed).[] Theld mitzvall] defies
commonlogicClandCreasoning. LIt
contains[lenigmatic[lqualities[of[]a
CHOK[IIA[Divine[imperative, Chot
readily [dxplainable.[And[its[deward[i3
impliedor[dnany Lbther Linitzvot[by
reasoning[df[allal[(MaChomer [([Tiflthis
mitzva[Jis[CIrewarded[thusly, Clthen
certainly[the Cinore[LdifficultCinitzvot
mustldarry LWith[them[great[deward.
(Although Welalelchutionednbt(td [att
inCorderto[receive[(reward,Chnd
althoughCwelkannot[tomparelbne
mitzva[With[@nother[since[We[ldon't
know[How[G[dReepslscore”,[eldo
havelalsknsel[df[the[ttuth [dfltheIbgic
expressed by [thelmishna.) Belthat[a[id
may, [Weldan[possibly [(Tearn [that[the
pursuitldflpersonal ilnprovement[hay
not[Heldt[the[dxpenseldfldthers,[Be
they[Human [dr[animal.[([Note:[this[i$

only[food[for [thought, ivhich Cinight
notldven[Be[Hcorrect” [fbrLthis[idsue.
Certainly,[dnelshould[dot[generalized
tolokher[ateasloflmitzva.]

BTW L{khat's[By [the [Way), (the (rule”
mentioned(darlier [(Whereby[aldositive
commandment[](sometimes) CJpushes
aside[aldrohibition,[does[dot[dperate
when[tUisCposibble[to[katisfy[the
command[Without[Miolating[Lthe[pro[]
hibition.Sincetherelidnb[réquirement
tolthkelspecifically [almother [Hird [that
isCHoveringLdver[Berldest,[dhen[the
positive[dommandment[df(TAHARAT
HAM'TZORAIchnnotldverridelthe IO
TIKACHHA'EIMIALHABANIM[gro[]
hibition Lbf[ Bhilu'ach[(HaKen.[JAddi[]
tionally, [Shilu'ach[HaKen[id [nbt[alpure
prohibition[because[bf[ the[positive
command[doVerily[d¢hase[Away[the
mother[bird[(MISHALEI'ACHLT'SHAI
LACH...[Butlthe[driginal [(Hoint[is Lskill
somethingltdpbnder.

Lewi[[Stcond[Aliya
8[plsukim [ITH:13

Thell purificationl processl is
completedlafterlbringinglvarious
korbanot,Ofollowinglalsevenlday
periodlandOthelotherlprocedures,
asdmentionedldabove [176,00A77
14:10].

SDPT: NoticelhowtheM'tzoralis lisolated

from(others duringtheltime helisFitually

unclean.[That[giveshimtimetoléxamine
himself, [ his[deeds, [his[ thoughts. But as
partlofitheprocess|of purification, laspart
of!the processlofthavinglalsecondchance
inl‘theCworld, Chelisministered! tol byl
kohen[ who! becomes!| thel first! contactlin

OUlIsraelllCenter(rTib51 & 6 CwllirhelMetzoralb771lssue



hisl] renewal] procedure. ] Therellisl]a
significant_psychologicall factor atwork
inlthelarealof INEGA'IM.

Onlahother[dote...[Nlotice[the[use[df
the[Hlood[df[the[Horbanotlas[Well[as
the[bilCkhat[kheCpurifyingCM'tzora
brings.[(Many[df[the[dame[things[dre
doneltb [Both[$prinkling,[dabbing[the
rightlehrlobe, [rightlthumb [ahdlright big
toe.

Shlishi[[Third[Aliya
| 2[plsukim [[IT4:2 |

[S> 14:210012)]0 Allpersonlwho
cannotlaffordlthelanimalslforthe
sacrifices,lisOtolbringdonelsheep
andlrwolbirdslhsthisloffering.0The
Torahll describesl thel rituals
involvednlthesebfferings.

Itdishotlimportantthowmuchlthe
sacrificellislworthOonaOdollarsdand
centsllbasisll(shekelslanddagorot),
butOwhatlisOrelativeOtodthedmeans
oflthelhtoner.

Thusl endsl thel sectionl ofll the
TorahldealinglwithOafflictionsOto
thel individual.0 ZOTO TORAT...
thisl is0 thel body0 ofll lawl ofl one
afflictedOwvholtannothffordthelfull
setlbflkorbanot.

R'vi‘i [{Eburth[Aliya
2| [plsukim[I114:33[583

[P> 14:33[025)] ThelTorahlnext
discussesll'zora'atlthatltan(hftlictth
person'sfhouse.0Thislcanlonlylbe
indtheOLandOofOIsrael,Oin0aldhouse
madel ofll specificll materials,0 and

underl specificll conditions [177,
A103 14:35].00ncelhgain,blitlislkthe
kohenlwholmakestheldeterminal
tionasOtodwhetherTzora'atldoes
exist,0 orl all professionalll house
painterll shouldl bell consulted.O In
thell casell ofll all "housel plague",
therell arell proceduresll toll be
followedl andl purificationd prol
cesses,lincludinglkorbanotltolbe
brought.

SDT: Notlonlydoes al person's body
containlelements of spirituality, (butléven
his"home[1lspecificallylin[ Eretz Visrael.
AlthoughlveldonotMpractice " this (whole
topicltoday, thellessons|of the bridge and
connectionbetweenthe physical Cworld
and(] thel spirituall] onell cannotl] be
overlooked.| A personl whosel homelisl a
meetingplacel|for1Torahscholars,a
launchingUpad| forUacts of charity _and
kindness, Ual training[ ground' for al new
generationl] ofl] sensitive,[] feeling,
enthusiasticlJews, Suchlalhomelcannot'be
infected\by Uspiritual\plague. (1A home
devoidlof spiritualitylis|a primeltarget for
Nig'eilHaBayit.[In(this ¢ase, itlishot [ the
antiltustlandlantilmold paint(thatlinakes
theldifference. tisthe Values(that alJew
lives UbyUandtheir Ueffect Jonthe Inext
generation.

1tUlisCiworthwhiletoUpointJout [that[the
manifestation oflaINEGAland some kind
oflirot, lmmold, [ fungus, [or (whatever|¢anlbe
EXACTLY  the same. ! Ifl al kohen[sees(it
andldeclares Titual Gmpurity, (thenlit(isLa
NEGAHABAYIT. Andlif he doesn 't seelit
(andUsayit!), Othen Uit Jisn't. (EvenJifa
nonlkohenléxpertlin(thelfield identifies it
aslalUNEGA.[And it is[possible thata
kohenlwasaboutJtoUldeclarela Thouse
TAMEI andUhel finds but! thel thel home!]
ownerlislal CHATAN in his| first week[of

OUlIsraelllCenter(rTib51 & 7 <wllirhelMetzoralb771lssue

marriage, | then] hell won'tl] make the
declarationlandtherelis(no[TUM'A. [Itlis
all"thebwayldlkohenseeslit".

Let's(contrast(this kind of TUM'A(to  that
of [ TUM'ATIMEIT. [ Ifl & personldieslinla
tent, [let's say, [thenanyonel in thel tent
becomes TAMEIL [Same forobjects[that
arel subjecttol contracting! thatl TUM'A.
Noloneldeclares them TAMEIL [ Theylare
automatically TAMEI by irtue lof the fact
that(theyWwerelunder thelsameliooflasla
deadlbody. [ Butwith NEGAIHABAYIT, [we
finddifferent(iules.[Peoplelandpersonal
possessionslareliemoved  from[thelhouse
beforel the koheinl comes| inl tol inspect.
Whenlheldeclaresthelhouse [ TAMEI, [then
itlisLand[solare certainlobjectslinlit.[An
objectithatiwasinlthelsame house minutes
beforelllandl nothing[physically¢hanged
with thelhouselin(thelmeantime lbutWas
removed beforel the declaration by the
kohein, Uis TAHOR. Maybe wel can! say
thatl!TUM'AT MEIT!(is[objective while the
TUM'Alof 'these N'GA'IMUis subjective.
There'sldllotitolponder|here.

GIMATRIYA basedion
L'ORASHEL[TORA
by R.[¥aakov[Auerbach 5%

Our[3ources[tlearly[$tate[ that[ the
(main)[C¢ause[bf[ Tzora'at[is[Lashon
HaRa.[This[idealik[teflected [beautill
fully Gh[the fbllowing [Gimatriya.[The
numericvhlue[fINEGAMZORA'AT[S
883.[Thelprohibition[bf[gossip[dnd
"evilltbngue" iSO MEILEICHRACHIL
B'AMECHA, ["Ho[not[Be [althlebearer".
Its[dumericMalue[i3[883.[Bunishment
forYiolating[ the (883 [prohibition Lbf
Lashon[HaRalik[the[883[affliction[&f
Tzora"at. [MMIMMMMEore...

Thelproperivay [do[dvoid[Both[the
violation[dnd ks [Punishment ik LWvith
MIDOTLITOVOT{good [ personality
traits) (3 [883.[And[#[Welall[can[avoid
Lashon[HaRal[dnd[its[gunishment[By
developing[those[good[traits,[ then
TIZKU'GEULA[SHLEIMA [(Jou[shall
merit[dthe[Complete[Redemption)[F
883.

Ed.[Inote:[1 L'Ora") shel ) Torall was( thel main
inspiration|forlour(Searches(for(" Treasures!in|the
Sand" GimatripaMatches.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| 9[p!sukim [[ITH:54[15:15

This portionl beginsd withd a
summaryll ofll differentl typesl of
NEGA'IM.

The[$mallest[p'sukimCin[the[Torah
haveBlwords[ehch.Therelal-eldnly 1B
inlthelWhole[Torah.[Herelih[(M'tzora
areltivo BWord[p'sukimBack[tb bhck
[[Thinique.Os[thereChnything[$pecial
aboutlthese[3Word[f'sukim?[Berhaps
[[Ih [Some[Sidurim[therelis[the Mist[df
thed3orddp'sukimd (plusCdsome
"special"[p'sukim (from[Célsewherelih
Tanach)Uin[the[dMotza'eilJShabbat
readings[(After[Z'mirot). Id[id[probably
Kabalistic.

[P> 15:1015)]0Nextdthell Torah
speaks[bflthelbtatusbflhimanwith
anl'unnaturallischarge"Oprobably
all forml ofll venereall disease).0 In
suchl cases,0 thell Torahl view
mattersl asll all combinationl of
physicallsymptomsOwithOspiritual
causesllinlthelcaselofl"Zav"Dand
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"Zava",Imostlprobablylhttributable
tolsexuallmisconduct.O (AsOsuch,
therell isll all closel relationship
betweenltheldifferentlthemeslof
thel sedra.lInteresting,0is0itd not,
thatlltherelareOdoctorslandlclinics
todayll thatl specializel in dermal
tologyll andl venerealll diseases.
Interestingltombination[bflpeciall
tiesdnlightbflthisweek'sbedra.)

Thell onell afflictedl isd himself
"Tamei"OasOwelllasOcausinglother
peoplell andl objectsl toll become
"rituallyllimpure"lthroughlcontact,
bothl directl andl indirect [178,
A104 15:2].0 Thel onel afflicted,
mustlbringbpeciallkorbanotlhfterth
purificationll process [179,A74
15:13].

Shishi[[Bixch[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [II5: 1628

[S> 15:16[43)]0 TherelisOalsola
"rituallmpurity"loflhldesseregree
Toneldayltype)lnlasesbflhormal
seminall emissions [180,A105
15:17].0 A0 womanl wholl has
relationsl withl al manl alsol conl
tractslthislbneldayIl'um'a.

AllmenstruatinglwomanUs'ritually
unclean".l Thisl isll countedO asl a
positivelmitzva [181,A99 15:19];
itsnegativellcounterpartlisdinOthe
nextlkedra.

[P> 15:19006)J0ADwomanlwithlan
unnaturalldischargelhaslhlspecific
setloffiules.OnbhelcaselbflhZava,
therelareldifferenceslinlherlstatus
dependingl uponll howll many

sightingsloflibloodOtherelare,0and
howl frequent.l Thesel rulesl and
proceduresll constitutell all mitzva
[182,A106 15:19].

[S> 15:25009)]0Thellongerkerm
Zavall isll presentedll inl its0 own
parsha,l all SSTUMAUD thatl canl be
seenl asll all sublparshall ofll the
previousll P'TUCHAD thatl introl
ducedOtheltopiclofIZAVA.OThese
rulesfandlprocedureslconstitutella
mitzva [182,A106 15:19].

Sh'VII[[I8kventh[Aliya
5[plsukim[I15:29[33

Thelrequirementloflithelkorbanot
atlthelconclusionUoflithelperiodlof
impurityll constitutesl all positive
commandment [183,A75 15:29].
Thelpeoplelofllisracllhavelallgreat
potentialll forl attainingl spiritual
heights.0 Theyl havel anll equally
greatlpotentiallforddescendinglto
lowlevelsbflbpirituallmpurity.

Generally,[When[there[i3[alrich [chan's
korban[and[@ldoorthan's[Morban[fbr
thelsamel[situation, [iflalrich [an (Blrings
theess[kxpensive[version[bf[ the
korban,[He [fiilfills [His[dbligation, [after
the[fact.[Tzora'at[id [ah [exception. [H[al
richCman[broughtUaldpoor[Cman's
offering, [ Jhe [lhas[not[lfulfilledClhis
obligation.[TThe[3on[bf(the[Nodeh
B'Yehudal beautifullyCkxplained Cwhy
thisLs[$o.[Onel bf[ the[ tauses[ bf
Tzora'atlid[stinginess. [Even [the [térmid
our¥iduildan[Be[deen[ds[d[Play[dn
words[[IMZAROTIAYIN.Halrich [mhan
brings[alpoor[person's[korban, [i [this
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case[it[is [an [ihdication[that[He[Hasn't
healed.[JThelkorban[lcannot[bring
atonement.

ThellastO30p'sukimboflithelsedra
(whichlhrellereadforMaftir)lkerve
asl all summary( tol thel topicsU of
rituall purityll andl impurityll and
presentl thel challengell toll the
Jewishll Peoplel tol risell above
mundanel physicalll existencel by
scrupulouslylhvoidinglimpurity".

SDT: Commentarieshotelthat(thelaws

pertainingtolhumanbeings((thelsedraslof
Tazrialland!IM'tzora)Ifollow( 1thellaws

pertainingtollanimals[](Vayikra, 1 Tzav,

Shmini).l] This[ correspondsl] tol] the

sequencelof! Icreation][Tlanimals lwere

created) beforel humans. [ Ifl1allperson

behavesinlanimproper_manner, helis

lower(thanlanlanimal. Andis[ireminded
that!"the \mosquito! \preceded! |him".[|If
however, Lhelbehavesproperly, [keeps(the
Torahlandmitzvot, [(Wises[tothelchallenge

of beinglholy, [thenlhelis[worthyof having
beendreatedlinlthelimage oflGd.

Haft¢aralBpsukim
M'lachim [Bet[7t3 20

ThelHaftaralkellsthelstoryloflfour
M'TZORA'IMIO (lepers,0 notl the
greatestltranslation)dwholdecided
tol enterl all Syrianl campl tol find
food.0TheyfoundthatthelSyrians
hadlfled.OTheylreportedthelktatus
oflthellenemylcamptolthelguards
ofltheJewishltity.

Asll Elishall hadll prophesied,l the
faminell endedl onl thel following
dayll andl grainl and0 foodl was
found.

Rabbil Jacobsl z"10 in0 A0 Haftara
CompanionlsayslthatUasidedfrom
thell obvious,0l butl seemingly
shallowll connectionll between
sedrallandHaftaralbothImention
TZA'RA'ATOM therelisOaldeeper
lessonl toll bel learnedd from0 the
haftara.l Fourl peoplell whol were
outcasts, nol onell wouldl touch
them,O theyl werel isolatedl from
theirlsociety,Otheyldwerelon0Otheir
ownl duringll veryl difticultd times,
nonethelesslembarkedlbnlthelpath
oflkpirituallimprovementbybeing
concernedlwithOtheirOfellowJews
andlreportinglthellconditionbflthe
enemylcamplkolthatbtherswould
bel ablel tol obtain food andl be
saved.lIf,JasOdmentionedlearlierlin
thel previousll SDT,0 onell ofll the
causesl ofll TZA'RA'AT is0 stingil
ness,thenlthelintrepidfourloflthe
Haftaralhredlndeedbnlthellnend.
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CHIZUK #1DUD

DivreiTorahlfrom the weekly'sedra
withla focus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael I!
ChizukforOlim & Idud|for'notyet Olim

ThelGiftdf[leprosy
in[thelland

TheThws BfCINIGEICBATIM, (eprosy
which[fflicts[d[house,[drelprefaced
with[thedntroduction, [3'When[you
comel[idto[the[dnd[df[@anaan Which [
giveltblybuak[alpossession,[ahd IIput
the[affliction [df[Iéprosy [ih [AlHouse [ih
thed land[J of [ your[] possession...”
(Vayikra[l%:34)

Rashilgliotes[the Mords[offthe Midrash
(Vayikra[JRabba[ll 7) Lregarding[the
connection[between[leprosy[ bn[h
housel[ahd[Bretz[Yisrael. [This[Was[ah
announcement[ to[them[that[ these
plagues[Iwould[lcomeupon[lthem
because[]the[ ] Amorites[]concealed
treasures[dflgbld[ih[the [Walls[dfltheir
houses[during[the[(forty[years[that
BneilYisraellWerelih[the[Wilderness.
As[alrksult[dflthel[dlague,[the[Houses
were[smashed[ahd[the[tfeasuresWere
discovered.”

Atlthe[dameltime,[While[We[see[the
words[dflthe [Midrash[Rere[rtlating[tb
NIGEIBATIMak [algift (Which[dnables
the[dnhabitants Cbf[ Eretz[Yisrael[to
discover[hidden[reasures,[ve[dlso
find3ources [n[Chazal CWwhich[Fiew
NIGEILBATIM@s[4A[punishmentHor
differentltypesloflsins[(ArachinIba).

The[dommon Cdenominator[Between

thetol[is[the fct[that[ih [the [And[df

Israelve[dre[dnore[dlearly[directed
towards[] thel inner[] message[] of
Hashem’s[slipervision[cflthe orld.[As
the[Ramban [drites, [this[ghenomenon
ofeprosy[it[Unique[to [BretzYisrael
because[df[the[HighLspiritual [Tevel [df
the[land.[MVhether[Hashem[it[dalling
our[Attention[fo[Areas[Whichheed
improvementLdr[Melis[dewarding[ds
for[] our[ actions,[] His[Iword[l is
transmitted Limore[klearly[in[Eretz
Yisrael.

RabbilAriiWaxman, Yeshivat'Sha’alvim
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‘DivreiMenachem
Parshat Metzora describes the ways by which
an individual struck by Tzara'at was cured.
One form of Tzara'at a spiritual malaise
with a physical manifestation affected an
individual's body. Once the kohen identified
the disease, followed the progress of the
ailment, and finally declared that the
symptoms had disappeared, he would be
ready to instigate a number of procedures
that would purify the stricken individual.

The kohen conducted a ceremony that
included two live birds, cedar wood, crimson
thread, and hyssop, designed to appraise the
person guilty of anti social gossip to lower his
pride. Then, after a degrading session
whereby the guilty person shaved his entire
body and immersed himself and his clothes,
there followed a period of isolation during
which the offender reflected on his wrongs to
society. Finally, the miscreant was to bring a
number of sacrificial animals and several
meal offerings as atonement for his mistakes.

An impoverished individual could bring but
one sheep and two doves (for sacrifices) and a
much lesser contribution for one meal
offering. He is described as, '"poor and of
insufficient means" (Vayikra 14:21). But why
the redundant expression, "of insufficient
means"? Rav Yaakov Landau suggested that
there are people who are really poor and
there are the miserly who act like they are
destitute. In that case, if they bring a poor
man's portion they are not exonerated
(Archin 15). Indeed, such people did not
really learn their lesson because they
continued to cheat the very society they had
already wronged!

VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: Should one follow! the
minhag|to'put out|ten pieces of breadbefore
bedikat| chametz? I Thave!lheard| people
questiontheminhag’s logic.

ANSWER: The iminhag(lis(lold,
mentioned ) (and[J rejected) by the
Ra’avad[over[1800[years[Jago[as[la
safeguard(Ithat[Ithe[Ib'rachallon[Jthe
bedikallshould (notOturn CoutCtoCbe
I’vatalal(in[Vain)[if(nothing[is[found.
Thelconcern(seems [foldssume(that(the
b'rachalisfor(finding ¢chametz. There
arelat[least[four[explanations[ofl this
b'racha,[ Whichlis[ AL BI'UR[(on[the
destruction[] orl[] the[! removalll of)
chametz, Which(is(strange [because!itlis
made[] before[ ] thel ] b'dika, [l not[]the
burning, Whichfisfthe next/day:

1)OThisis[Othe T beginning[Jofl I the
preparations[for[the[iainlevent,[the
next(day’sbi’ur (Taz 432:4);

2)[Thelb'rachalis primarily on[lthe
mitzval(perhapsrabbinic) o [search for
chametz (see Rosh, Pesachim 1:10);

3)[1Thel[Ib'rachallincludes[ItheIbitul
(nullification)done@fter theB'dika (see
ibid.);

4)[Thel b'rachallis[ primarily[ on[ the
removal [ ofl the[ chametz[ from[one’s

mind, Iwhich[Thappened(beforeIthe
bedikalstarted (Rambam, B'rachot 11:15).

Theproblemloflb'rachall'vatalalifTno
chametz/is [found((but known[chametz
willbe[disposed[oflfomorrow)isonly

OUlisraelllCenterITB51 & 12 CellThelMetzoralb771lssue



according(folthelsecond[dpproachland
assuming/thatthe[search must[furniip
something.[Yet,[it[is[teasonablefor(a
minhag(] tol] deal[] with[]al]possible
problemleven(ifithe¢oncernlisbased
on[alminoritylépinion,[and(thisis the
simple[reading[Jof theRama (Orach
Chayim432:2).

SomelAcharonim teject the rationale
and[thelpracticel ofthe[minhag. The
Taz[(op.[¢it.)[Says[that(not only[is[it
unnecessary[ | butl(]it[]is[]detrimental
becauseone mightmotfind[éverything
that[was( put[out.[ 'This[lconcern(lis
mitigated By(the isual[careloftwhoever
putsthem[but[tol know[ the[ humber
(traditionally, ten) and(location[ofTthe
pieces. rrespective [oflthis[minhag,[it
isldlways[possible that/chametzwill(be
missed “andCafterdoing[bedikaland
bitul, fone ismotl¢ulpablel(seelLiving
the[Halachic[ Process,[ vol.[ 1,[ D[16).
Somelsuggestfo make[pieces oflless
than(d[k’zayit[sothatif(he thisses[one,
thereWill motbeénough(fo violatethe
prohibition[]ofl ] possessing[ | chametz
(ZeralEmet[1,[48;Yechaveh[Daat[V,
31).[Anlinteresting[practical dispute(is
whether [people(willltake bedikalmore
or(less[seriously(dueltolthepresenceldf
the[ten[ pieces, ‘and[it[may[ depend
where(theylare[placed (see Chok Yaakov
432:14, Ish Matzliach I, OC 37).

Other[reasons(aregiven[for puttingout
thel[pieceslof bread.[TheMahari Weil
(193)eites[the‘gemara’s[¢oncern that
somethingprompt(dnetodobitul,@and
says/thatthe Bestfeminder(is[fofinish
bedikabyputting Ceverything[found
away![for[thehext[day’s[burningland
then/doingbitul.[Another(factor thakes

theminhag/particularly[appropriatelin
our[ ltimes.[ |Classically,[ Ipeoplel 'had
much( ] smaller(] houses[] and[] less
property, Cand[bedikal[was[the main
Pesachlcleaning. [Now peoplespend
weeks¢leaningseriouslylinamanner
thatTimakes[the[Ibedikall(almost)[]a
formality, [in[Which[theyldohot[look
for(real [¢hametz.[(See[Ask[theRabbi,
Vayikral15766forJalldiscussion[Jof
whether[this[is Justified.)[Without[the
pieces[ofl bread,then, the[bedikalis
neither(alpreparation for[Burning[tor(d
serious [Search, [and [theb'rachalismore
problematic (Emek Halacha, cited by Kaf
Hachayim 432:31). Therelare also Kabball]
istic[teasons, [attributed(tothe[Ari, [for
thelminhag. (See the Tzitz Eliezer’s (IX, 17)
proof that looking for something that you know
is there is considered searching in our context.)

Although(therehavel[been, overthe
centuries, ‘poskim “who[thought[that
thisCiminhagis superfluousor[detri[’
mental, [one should follow (it unless (he
hasCspecificreasonnot[Jto. (Minchat
Yitzhak VIII, 35 says that the minhag does not
apply to one who is doing a “pre 14th” bedika,
as he does not make a b'racha).[/An[old
minhag(thatlis(stilllin[practice (by[the
overwhelming[‘majority JoflIreligious
Jewsldeserves|(the[phrase[“fthe thinhag
ofl Israelis[Torah”,Call[the “more[ 50
when[thelogic[behind[it[is[readily
understandable, evenlifiarguable.

Rav[DanielMann,EretzIHemdahlnstitute
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PARSHAT PARA,
PARSHATHACHODESH,
SHABBAT HAGADOLI[3]

by Dr.Meir Tamari

Thel[ Shabbat[ before[ Pesach, [ Shabbat
HaGadol,[Gsanladditional [part[oflthe
preparation/for(the Chaglin[thelsame
way[Jlas[the[JShabbat[Iduring[Aseret
Y'meilT'shuva, Shabbat[Shuva,lis[to
Yom Kippur.[JIt[Jis[J customaryJon
Shabbat[THaGadol, Tas[partlofllour
preparation, [fo(fead theHaggadauntil
the[end Cbff Magid,['RabbanGamliel
said", which Begins the theal.

Therelis["al specialhaftaral(Malachi
3:4124)(forthis(day, Which [is mot[only
thelendloflthebookletofiMalachi,land
notlonly(the’end[of TreilAsar, but(the
finalOchapter Jof TINEVI'IM. IMalachi
concludes all(their[prophecies[Wwith[a
clarionCcall[for [ this[festival Jofl lour
freedom: [I'Behold, (1[G [d][send[you
EliyahuHaNavilbeforethegreat[and
awesomeldaylof Hashem".[From[this
verse[tame[the fradition that[Eliyahu
willbe [the forerunner(ofithe[doming 0f
Mashiach, Wwhichis[one [0flthe[reasons
for[Eliyahu's[Cuplatlthe[Seder.[This
tradition Cof _Eliyahu's[role "has[been
exploited Byall[sorts [0ffalse thessiahs,
Jewish[land[Jotherwise;[ /Nachum[of
Gazalin[thelcaselofl ShabbtailTzvilis
onlyloneléxampleoflimany.

"The [ Tur[{Orach[ Chaim[430)writes
thatJtheJShabbatIbefore [ IPesachlis
called OShabbat[THaGadol TbecauseJa
greattiracleWas[performed forTsrael.
Eachlfamilytookrallamb,thegodlof
Egypt,andlfieditfotheirBedpostsdnd

keptlit(there[for[fourldays. Theyltold
theEgyptians that/they werel[goingto
slaughter(it[on ‘the (fourteenth [0f Nisan
and[eat[it.[JDespite [ Jthe[linsult[Jand
provocation,[] the[] Egyptians’] were
powerless[toldo@nythingto Tsrael.

Thatyeartheltenth[of Nissan[Wwas[a
Shabbat, Jyet[IweIcallJthe[IShabbat
beforePesach[Shabbat[HaGadol, éven
thoughlinsomelyears[it[does[not[fall
onltheltenth(0fNissan. Itiseemsthatwe
should(rather(call(the[tenth [of[Nissan,
irrespectivel ] of I what[]day[lit[]falls,
Ha'asiri_HaGadol.[Furthermore,  there
werel[many miracles doneforIsrael [in
Egyptibefore(theyWwere[dommanded to
take[thePascal lamb. Thoseliiracles
were[very[great[ones[inwhich the
forces[] ofl] naturel] werel[] radically
changed. Therefore[those daysshould
belknownlas[HaGadol.Iflonelargues
that[theconclusion[is[the important
factor,then surely[theiiraclelat[the
end was(thelgreatestloneland therefore
theldaylofTMakat[B'chorot,thekilling
ofl thelfirstborn, [ should [be known[as
HaGadol.

Inlthelverse:[""Yours, [ HaShem, [is[the
greatness[Jand [the Ustrength"(Divrei
HaYamim[Alefl29:12), thegreatness
refers(fothe Creationland(the strength
to[the[Exodus[from[Egypt[(B'rachot
58).[The Creation[Was[anact[ofpure
Chesedasthere Was mobodylorfothing
inthe World[that was [entitled o(it. God
didleverythinglin[the World[a[Chesed,
an[actCoflrighteousness, inthat " He
diminished Himselflfo[create the world
andalllthatfsfinfit."TheWorld 5 Built
on[]Chesed";[Ichesed(]is[ | knownl[as
'sreatness'. However, [ alll thel plagues
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thatWwerelvisited (On[Egyptwerelonly(a
judgment(on(theEgyptians, (and srael
hadnolbenefit[fromthem.[SolJustice,
Midat[ HaDin,[ demanded!| that[ before
theywere redeemed, the [peoplehad [to
have[] performed ] some[] obligations,
otherwisetheywoulddeservemo better
treatment[thanthe Egyptians. There]
fore,[God(gaveIsrael [Gircumcision[and
thelofferingoflthe Tamb, the mitzvot(of
Brit[Milaland [(Korban[Pesach, So[that
their[tfedemptionwouldhot[belinere
Chesed, [but[tather[an[act[ofl justice,
Din, [as reward [for Israel's[acts.

These[twolattributes, (Chesed[and [Din
arel Icontradictory. JIn[Jthe Ifirst[/Ten
Commandments[](Shmot[120:11)Jthe
reason|given[for[Shabbat(is(the[Creal]
tion. [The'second [Ten Commandments
(D'varim[5:15)givethe Exodus[as(the
reason [for[Shabbat.[SoShabbathasthe
ability[tobe[both[IChesed “and[Din
simultaneously;[itThastheability[to
contain[these twolcontradictoryand
opposingmerits. [ Thatlis why(the [first
time[that(Israel[fook[thePascal lamb,
the [tenth[Cof Nissan, had[to[bellon
Shabbat;land[that[is[why[we[¢allthe
Shabbat[] before[] Pesachl] Shabbat
HaGadol, lirrespective[of whetherlit[is
the fenthdaylormot" (Shem MiShmuel).

RabbilWeinreb’s Weekly Column:

Metzora

AlTimelfor{Silence,
alTimelforiSpeech

Heldidmostrofrhisiwritingfandrpublic
speakingl] almostll exactlyl one
hundred( years(]ago.[1Hellhadllno
seculareducation,andlitlis[doubtful
thatlhelevenreadthehewspapersof
his(J day.[l Nevertheless, 0 he] had
insightslintolthelproblems(ofrhislera
thatll werell astounding,[1 even
prophetic.

His[diagnosislofltheTlillsCof thelearly
20thCcenturyrholdstruelevennow,a
century(later.[1Hellunderstood(the
power0] of ( words. ] Hel knew] how
writtenand'spokenllanguagelcould
bellused(las[/weaponsltol]destroy
humanity.[THow lincrediblyTrelevant
hisCJwordsJarelJin[Jour(lage, when
words[] canl] bell communicated
electronically!

Hel(l based[] his[] teachingsl and
preachinguponithe(verselin[Psalms
whichreads:

"Wholis the man who'is'éager for life,
Who!desires years|of good fortune?
Guard your tongue!firom evil,
Yourlips fromdeceitful speech."

(Psalms(34:13(14)

Hetookthisrbiblicalradvicerseriously
andlurgedallbwho[would(listen[to
guard(their[tonguesandspeakino
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malicelandno(falsehood.

His[hamelwas(lIsrael[MeirrfHaKohen,
and(hel[hamed( his[first_ major work
"Chafetz['Chayim", "EagerforlLife",
after(theabovelverselin[T'hilim.[He
isCinow[ partJof(lJewish[history(Jand
forever(] known(] asl] thel] Chafetz
Chayim.

His[] teachings(] havell all special
connection(] to(] this[l week's[] Torah
portion, [ Metzoral (Vayikral[l 14,15),
andtolits[Haftarall(MelachimBet
7:3120).Notethattherelisnorexplicit
referencelin(the(text of our parshato
thelthemelofthe negative powers[of
language,TnorlJislItherelanyIsuch
referencelintheHaftara.

Our(text(this[week[deals, (tather, (with
thelIdetailed[ llaws[of(lthe[Imetzora,
usually(translatedras"leper",[andthe
selectionfromMelachimBetfellsthe
storylofthefourllepersiwholdwelled
outside(the[gatesloflJerusalem,(who
werel] thel first(] tol1 discover(] the
abandonedIcamplofithe[JAramean
army(that(hadlaidsiegeto(the(city.

Rabbinicfradition, (however, [looksto
understandlIwhy[1thelImetzorallhas
beenrlafflictedwith[his[disease. [ The
TalmudO inO the tractated Arachin
understands(thelword metzoralasla
contraction(] of ] the [l phrase[] "motzi
shem(ra",onelwho(spreadslalbad
name™aboutlhis fellow. And[solthe
metzoralhasl comeltol symbolize the
personliwhollis[guiltylofTmalicious
gossip[(lashonlhara), or[otherlabuse
of ] words[ [T deception,[] profanity,
verballassassination.

Interestingly, | another(] early(] 20th
centuryrabbinic’sage,[RabbiBaruch

Halevil Epstein,J authorJ of ] Torah
Temima,J pointsC outd thatd the
Talmudiclrabbishadthellicenselto
thuslinterpret(the/wordmetzora. This
is[lbecausel thelusuallterm(for(the
leperlis[Mtzarua",[not["metzora".[The
useofthe JunusualCtermCsuggests
another, ] in[ this[] case, ] homiletic,
meaning Tlhewholspeakslevil.

WhenrtheChafetzlChayimlurgedlus
alll] to[7 "guard(] our(] tongues"] and
"speakholevil",[was[hel suggesting
thatlweladoptsilencerasrarguiderio
ourlbehavior,Tavoiding'speech"and
selflexpressionlentirely?

ThelanswerltolthisCis[altesounding
"No!",JandJthisUis[illustratedlin[Ja
fascinating[storyaboutRabbillsrael
Meir(] and(] his[1 sonlinflaw, ] Rabbi
HershellLevinson.[1[found[this story
infarYiddishrlanguagel biographyof
theD Chafetz(1 Chayim,[] written(] by
Moshe[MeyerlYashar.[AnLexcerpted
editionof[ this[lbook[is[Tavailable[lin
English,1butwithout[1someofl1the
morel] interesting’! and(l personal
anecdotes.

RabbiHershel,thelsonlinfaw, wasla
very[piousimaniwholspentlhis[days
in[thelstudyrhallfwhorseldomispoke
atfall.Manybelievedrthat[Thewas
evenlmorelsaintly(thanChislrevered
fatherlinlaw.AfterLall,Chis[fatherlin(]
lawspokeallJoverCthe OplaceJand
taught(] and(] preached, ] and(] even
joked,atreverylopportunity.

However, [ the[IChafetz[ IChayim(did
notll entirelyl]l approvel] of(l his
sonlinaw's] avoidancel] of ] speech
andlldevotion[]tol]almost]complete
silencel] about] worldly[l matters.

OUlisraellCenterITB51 & 16 CellThelMetzoralb771lssue



Rather, [ lhellinsisted[that[ lonelmust
uselThisgiftsCJofispeech, JandTuse
them(] widely[] and(] frequently,[] yet
wiselyland(carefully.

Silence, I forJthe] Chafetz1Chayim,
was[ not(thepreferred way( of[ life.
Speech] thatl] carefullyl] avoided
gossip,[insults, JandprofanityTwas
thelpreferredibehavior.

Today,JthereJarelIgroups]oflivery
welllintentioned(] individuals(l who
emphasizelthelevils ofllashonhara.
Sometimes,[1famrafraid, theyrdo’so
by avoiding(] tol] speak(] negatively
when(JsuchlIspeech(lislInecessary.
Theyll sometimes(] refrainT from
protestingCicriminallbehavioroutof
fear(Ithat,[Tin(1doing(so,theyllare
maliciously[] gossiping[] aboutl] a
criminal.

ThisCwas[nhot(the[Chafetz[Chayim's
way.[In'thebook mentionedabove,
by(the(titleloffwhichlhelis[known[to
thelages, helemphasizes!that/there
arelJopportunitiesJwhenJoneJmust
uselspeech(tolwarnlagainstisinfullor
dangerouslindividuals,orltol protest
breachesTof(TTorahTorCofCuniversal
moralllaw.[When[negativeltalk(has[a
beneficiallobjective,litlisfhodongerto
berconsideredhegative,butractually
becomesramitzva.

Thelfourlleperswholareldescribedlin
thel narrativel] contained(] in(] this
week's[] Haftarall werel] stationed
outsidel thell gatesr] of(] Jerusalem
becauselsuchl was[whattheTorah
requiredllof(llepers. 1 They[lwere[to
havemolcontactiwiththe mesidents of
thelcity, perhapsibecauselofthefear
that(theirlconditionwas[contagious.

Theylwerelthus[doomed,infarsense,
tolsilence. Theylcouldhoticommunil]
cateJwith[JtheirUfriendsand Cifamily
withinthelcity'sigates.[/Andlsolitlisno
wonder,then,thatfwhentheyfound
that(ithe[JAramean(Icamp(besieging
Jerusalem(] hadl] been(] abandoned
overnight, CtheirfirstCinclinationCwas
tolkeeplthat[secretto themselves.
Butrthen,linfTMelachim[Bet[7:9, they
cameltoltheir(]senses,landtheir
soundlconsciences(prevailed:

"Thentheylsaidtolonelanother,"We
arelhot[doing(tight.[Thislislaldaylof
goodlInews, JAnd[wellare[keeping
silent! CIfCwe Dwait Cuntil the Clight Cof
morning,[Welshalllincur(guilt.(Come,
let(TusIgofandlinformIthelTking's
palace.'

Theylwentland(calledlout(tothe gate
keepersrofithercitylAndrtoldithem..."
Words[canlharm,[butltheylcanlalso
heal.

ThisTTwas[1thelTteaching(] of 1 Rabbi
Israel MeirCTHaKohen.ItCisperhaps
bestencapsulatedlinthe Owords[of
Kohelet:

"Therelis altimefor all things...
Altime forsilence
Andaltimefor'speaking”

(Kohelet3:7)
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Praying@uthPassion

Giving[mhorelmeaning[tb [durMfillah
OneWeek[atalTime

Excerptedland teprintedwith permission of the author

P'sukeild'Zimra:
ASHREI

Recounting
Hashem's[Greatness

TP TV 302 2w TR
Dy WK ¥ 120 0P MR 717D
2RIR Y

Meaning:tdanslation...

Happy[arethose[Who[dwell[ih
Your[House;[hay[they[dlways
praiselyou,[Selah.Happy[i[the
peoplefbr[Whom [this[is [sb, (Happy[i$
thelpkopleMthose[G[dlidHashem...

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofithe [prayer

Recognizinglthe[Object
of[@ur[Praise

Contemplating[JHashem’s[Jgreatness
and[benevolence[is[required[Jto
properly[plraise[Hashem.

Insight: Deeper(heanings...

Praising[Before[Praying

The[Gemaral[{B'rachot[4b)[éxplains
that[dhe[dssential (dext[dfLASHREIL
Psalm 145 [IT'HILA L DAVID, [alpkalm
of [praise[By [King[David. Tk[dontains
twenty[dne[Jrerses[ that[ollow[the

order[dflthe alef[Bet, [the [dtters[dfithe
Hebrew/[alphabet.[Bach [vkerseldffers[al
differentlpraise [fbr[Hashem’s[susten]
anceldflthe[World, [dimaxing[With [the
verse[JPOTEI'ACHLIETLJYADECHA
UMASBI'AI'CHOLLCHAILRATZON
(Youldpen[Xour[Hand[and[shtisfy[the
desire[bf[&very[iving[thing),vhich
refers[tb[Hashem’s[dhily [siistenance [of
every[liVinglcteature.

Despite[this[emphasis[dn[the [mhaterial
bounty Wvith ivhich[(Hashem [éndows
the[World, LASHREICdloesChot[begin
with[T'HILACL'DAVID,[butltather,
with[the[Words[ASHREILCYOSH'VEI
VEITECHAODM'HAL'LUCHAISELA,
(Happy[drelthose[Who [dwell[ih [Xour
house;[they [WillL¢ontinue[do[praise
you, [Sklah.)[MheMishnal(B'rachot30b)
teaches[that[ffom [Here[We[léarn[that
onellshould[d only rise[d to[] pray
(Sh'moneh [Bsrei) With [@n [dttitude [f
reverence,[ las[ Ramal](98: 1) ktates:
“Before[praying[ {Shemoneh[Esrei),
onelshould[donsider[the[Ibftiness[df
Gld Uinay[He[ be[&xalted, LAnd[the

lowlinesslofdan...”

ThelGemaral(B'rachot[3Rb) [states that
the[dious[then[dfldarlier[generations
wouldldpend[dn[Bour[Before[prayer
contemplating[theselthoughts,ahdlthe
source[fbr[this[Practice[ik[the[Merse
ASHREIL] YOSH'VEIL] VEITECHA...
Praiseworthyldre[those [Who[dwell[ih
Your[house,[they[WillCtontinue[to
praiselybu,[Sklah.[Rashilekpounds[that
these[pious[Imen[understood[this
versel[tb[thean[that[Before[Beginning
theltefila[(Bhemoneh [Bsrei), [dne[mhust
be[IYOSH'VEILIVEITECHA, Lkit[hnd
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meditate [id Your [Hashem’s] hbuse.

Thend oned cand Y'HAL'LUCHA,
properly[praise[Mashem.[Th[fhct, [the
reason [ iweJrecite [JASHREICbefore
Mincha s CinClorder Cko CHulfill Cour
obligation [df[Waiting[ih [cdontemplation
beforelrécitingShemoneh [Ekrei.

ASHREIpresentslaluhiquelobportunity
toldwaken [th [Hashem’s[dttributes[df
greatness, [fbcuslupon[thelunbounded
goodness[Hashem[gives[us[dvery[day,
andnlirturelalsénselof(gtatitudelid alur
hearts.[Despite[the fact[dhat[ih[dur
times, (Wre[rhay [He[Unable [tb [dontem ]
plate[for[dne[RourBefore[velpray
Shemoneh[Esrei, (the Cdustom Cdf[the
piousldnes(idlréflected [id [the Shacharit
prayer,[Which[provides[ohuch [time[fdr
thoughtful (] meditation[] from[] the
beginningLof[P'sukeilld’Zimra[luntil
Shemoneh [Ekreilidlrécited.

(PriMegadim, [Elshel[Avraham[@B:1).

Visualize:
Images[thatbring[the [player[tb [ife

Openlthe[Package!

Dovid’s[Iwealthy [luncle[fromUisrael,
whom[He[Had[never[chet, [k rived [&k His
nephew’s[blomelid [America.[Helehtered
the[house[ ¢arrying[A[large [hag[Hilled
with[giftwrapped[Hoxes.[[This[is [all [fbr
you,[inyChephew,[(Uncle[$hmuel[told
Dovid.[You’reltheldnly[rklative [[IHave,
and[Wantlybultbhhveallthese [glfts.”

Dovid[kaid[1‘Thank[you! X ou’re[ the
greatest[dncle[ih[the[World!”[Then[He
set[the[bhglakide, [planning[td[dpenlehch
gift[Thter Lon,h[Private.[Wncle[Shmuel
responded, [Open[thelphckages, [Dovid!

How [dan [you[shy [thank [ou[When[you
don’tlevendnow[What's[ih [there?”[And
so[Dovid[dbliged.

Witheach[Cnew Ugift, Llhis[Clgratitude
toward [His[uhcle[ahd [His [admiration [fbr
him[@dnd[Bis[denerosity[grewdtronger.
Eachlphckage[Was[altteasure,[ahd[iflwas
allfbr [Him.[Mow[When [He[said (thank
you,” Lit[was[h[tesponseLbverflowing
with [emotion.

Like[DovidlLin[the[Story,[Léach[bf[ s
receives[h[vastllendowmentof[Lkift
packagesleveryldayflom[Hashem.IflWe
do[notlstoptblcbnsiderthelcbntents[df
these[gackages,[durlgratitude[i$[dnly[d
shadow[df[What[ifldbuld[ahd[should[Be.
Our[decognition[df[(Hashem’s[Rindness
isCdtunted.[®'sukeild’ZimralikLdur[vay
toldpenldurlphckages(elvery[day, [sbthat
our[] love[] and[] awe[ toward[ our
Benefactor[dan[arise [ffom[the[deepest,
sincerestlplacelid[dur[Rearts.

Think about(the joy of teceivinglalgift you especially
wanted. Pictureland feel the' feeling. Thatis the
“happy”you'can(connect to when|you'say'the word
ASHREI throughout this tefila.

Why Yizkor on Yom Tov?

Guestlarticlelby
Rabbi[Ephraim[Sprecher

Dean[0f[Students,DiasporallY eshiva

OnlkachlbflthellastiHays[bflithe[Shalosh
Regalim,[ it is[ traditionalll thatll the
Yizkorlkervicelbellrecited.OEven[khose
who,lforlonelreasonlorlanother,lhave
notlbeenllinlregularllattendancellatlthe
Synagogue,[pravitatellolitlhtlthistime.
TherellslhlFeelinglbfltesponsibility[hnd
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respectlforlburlHepartedparentslvhich
impelsllisHolparticipatelinihiskervice.

Itlbeemslbtrangelhndlparadoxicallthatlh
servicell ofll mourning(l andll tearsll be
includedliinlthelkituallforltheseljoyous
festivals.l Yoml Kippur,ll whichll is
certainlylhllerylbolemnlbccasion,sthn
appropriatel] momentll forl thell Yizkor
service.llThelkeriouslmoodbflthelDay
oflAtonementlhndlthelbmtionsbflbuilt
evokedlbyllvizkorlblendvellltogether.
Butllhowll arell welltoll understandlthe
Yizkorlkervicelhslpart(bflkhelkituallof
thell Shaloshll Regalim,ll whichll are
holidaysl ofll joy?ll Pesach,ll Shavuot,
Sukkotlthoughleachlhaslalldifferent
motif,larellsimilarlinlthelunderlying
feelingloflleratitude,lthanksgivinglhnd
joy.DWhy,Uthen,JisOthel solemnland
mournfullservicelofllY izkorlincorporll
atedlintolihelbhalosh[Regalimltitual?

Inll consideringll thisll matter,[ letl us
examinell anotherll occasionl whichlis
perhapslthelhappiestllmomentlinlbne's
life.lThatloccasionlislthelmomentllof
marriagelhen[bridelhndlzroomlpledge
theirllindyingloyaltylhndllovellolkach
other.Thislslrulylhllimelbflkreatfoy.
Yetll therell tooll well findl all strange
paradox.] Atll thell conclusionl offl the
marriagelkeremony,lwelbreaklhllass.
Therelhrelbomellholkivelhs[thelleason
forlthislktrangelbustom,theltommemll
orationl] ofll thell destructionl] ofll the
Temple.DButDinDtractateDB'rachot[B la,
well findl anotherl reasonl given.l The
TalmudUrelatesUthatlRabbill Ashillhad
arrangedlh[greatlveddinglbelebrationlin
whichlbveryonelparticipated.[Suddenly
atllthellheightlofllthellfestivities, IR abbi
Ashilhppearedlkarryinglinthisthandslh

pricelesslklasslase. Onlfulllliewlbflhll
present,lhelhurledlthellaseltolthefloor
andlitDwaslkhatteredlintolkmithereens.
Thell entirell gatheringl] wasll suddenly
saddenedatlkhislkpectaclelandlhlhush
felll overll everyone.ll Whenll the
celebrationlwaslresumed,litlwaslinla
morelhuietlhndlkubduedltone.lTosafot
comment:["ThislisOthelbasislofllthe
customlforlthelbreakinglofllalglasslat
thellveddinglteremony."[Whatlllidlthey
meanlolimply?

Thislislindicativeloflthelapproachlof
Halachaltolthelbonflicting[bxperiences
oflllife.litlislpreciselylthislapproach
whichlislemphasizedlatlthisOsolemn
momentlofllYizkorllanddcommemorall
tion.Judaismlhastheverllriedfolbscape
fromlife.[Thellewlislkequiredltolface
uplolifelwith[hlibtsfoyslhndborrows.
Inllife,0bothlexperiencesl arell tollbe
found.rheyldrelfrequentlylinterwoven.
Yetlbincellwelhrelbnlylhuman, Dweltend
tolbelbverwhelmedlbylburlbxperiences
atlthelmomentlhndlthelkmotionslvhich
wellfeellbs[hlkesult.JAtlthellmomentlbf
joy,veltendliolForgetlthatltherelisuch
alkhinglhslkorrow.0Andlkonversely,ht
thell momentll ofll sorrowll well tendll to
forgetlthatltherelislbuchlhnlkxperience
asloy.[DurlleligionlvantedolHevelop
withinllisltheltapacityltolwithstandlthe
overwhelmingllcharacterloflleitherllof
theselpowerfullbmotions;[olbelhblelto
carrylbnlinlifelbnlhnlbvenlkeellWithout
beinglbverturnedlhndldestroyed;[tolbe
involvedlinllifelhndlyetltolktandlhbove
itlandl surveylitd from{thell planellof
eternityldndBobriety.

"Facellifelwithoutlbeing[bverwhelmed
bylit."rhissvhatlludaismleachesl(iis.
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Itlslthereforelbreciselylhtlthellmoment
ofll one'sl] greatestll joyl thatll onell is
remindedl ofllthell factll thatlltherellare
experiences(bflthelbtherlkindlhslwell.
ThatllisOwhy[atlthelmomentllofllone's
greatestll sorrow,J atl thell freshlyll dug
gravelloflallovedlone,[lthellkaddishlis
recitedlasllalreminderltolthelmourner
thatllifelmustlcontinue.0Thoughlthe
mournerllisUshatteredlandlcrushedlby
thellossWhichlhelhasBustained,Hhough
hellmaylbellfilleddwithbitternesslland
accusation,[helislcommandedltolktand
uplindltecitelthelKaddish,[praising[GH
andl affirmingll hisll faithll inll the
meaningfulnesslbfllife.0Therelwilllyet
belJoylhndltherelvilletlbelFulfillment.
Allllsthotlbver,thoughlitlmayeembo
atllthelltimeloflthelburial 0" Dollnotlbe
overwhelmed![Carrylbn!".

ThislisOsymboliclofll Yizkor.l Atllthe
conclusionl] off] thell holidays[ offl joy,
whenlwelhrelinlhlhappylmood,Ovelhre
remindedﬂhatﬂhereﬂare[jﬁorrowsﬂn[|ife,
aslwell.0justlasOthellbreakingllofllthe
glasslkakes[placelhtlthelkonclusionlbf
thellweddingllceremony,[solldoeslthe
recital[bflthellyizkorltakelplacelbnlthe
lastdayoflkhelholiday.0Bothlbflkhese
occasions,l thell weddingll andll the
Shalosh[Regalim,hrellnomentsbfljoy
andlshouldlbellobservedlaslsuch.0But
therellislbverlkonstantlreminder(bflthe
possibilityl ofl] thell otherl] kindll of
experience.

Justlhslivizkorlleachesllisollemperlbur
jovialllmoments,[withlkolemnity;[may
Glllhelplusltoneldownlkhelsorrowful
occasions[Jofll lifell withlovertonesllof
faithlindldonfidence.

ExcerptedMith[pkrmissionflom
Silverftom[theland[df{Irael
ANew[ghtldnthe Shbbath[zhd Holidays

From[the Writings[df
Rabbi[Abraham[daac[HaKohenKook
by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison

URIMPUBLICATIONS, Jlem INY

website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Aiming[for[Greatness
Adapted[flom[Qlat[Re’iyahvbl. [Ipp.[211 9-220

Weldreldhargedltb[Sing[dutlih byl
God[lanswered[ourlprayers[and
rescuedus[from[khe [bondage [ Jof
Egyptianislhvery:

"| (@m [HaShem [your [God [MVholrhises
youlup [ftom[the [Iind[df[Bgypt.[Dpen
your[Linouth [vide[and CICWill CHill Cit.
(ThilimB1:11)

What[id[the[donnectionHetween[dur
redemption[ffom [Bgypt[and[Topening
our[thouths Wide” [do [deceive[God’s

blessings?
Ongoing[Blevation

ALdareful LteadingLof[his[Yerse[vill
note[tWolpkculiaritiesabout[the Word
HAMA’ALCHA, [F*Who Uraises[lyou
up”.[Birst[df(adll, [t [does[dot[shy[that
God[ooklybulout” [of [Epypt, (blutlthat
He[TFaises ybulup.” i [Was[not[mherely
the[akt[dflIéaving[Bgypt[thatlchade[its
eternal [impact[dn[theldestiny[df[the
Jewish[dation,[dnd [through[it, [l [af
humanity.[The[Bxodus[Was[an [Hct[df
elevation, [ifting[ub [the [sbuls[ofIdrael.

Additionally, Lthe Merse[it[dot[ih [the
past[tense[But[ih[the[present[TTMWho
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raiseslybu[up”.[3 i [not [rkferring[th[al
historicalldvent? [(MVe[thay [uinderstand
thislid [ight[dflthe Midrash[(Tanchuma
Mikeitz[ID) [cbncerninglthe[cleation [off
theluniverse.[The[Midrash[skates[that
when[Godlcbmmanded[thefdrmation
of[the[RAKI'A, [the[dxpanse[Hetween
thelupperahdIbwer[Waters[(B'reishit
I:6),[the[divide[Hetween[the[Heavens
and[theldarth[Began[th [dxpand.[This
expansionLlwould[Jhave[Jcontinued
indefinitely[bhd[the[Qreator nbt[hhlted
ithy lcbmmanding, CEnough!”

The[[Midrash[dhus[éxplainsLdhe [(Name
Shaldhil}(“Almighty”) CasClechoing Ckthe
Divine Ldry[af[TDai”L{“Enough”) Lo Lthe
universe,[preventingLit [from[éxpanding
indefinitely.

In[dtherWords,uhless[they[ale[meant
onlydbrddpecific[Hour, Divineldcts
are[kternal,[ tontinuing[forever.[ 5o
too, [the[spiritual @$centofCraisinglybu
up rom [Hgypt”[$[d[derpetual [dct[df
God,LlinfluencingChnd ClupliftingCthe
Jewish[] people[] throughout[] the
generations.

Therelid[no imit[tb [this [elevation, no
end[to[durldpiritual[dspirations.[The
only[imitations[dome [ffom Lus, [if[We
choose[to[testrictCbur[Wishes[And
dreams.[ButldnceWekhow(thelskcret
of [HAMA’ALCHA [ahd[idternalize[the
messagebfL h[ Divine[process[that
beganin[EgyptL hnd[kontinues[ko
elevate[uk, [We[chn [alm [fbr[eVerhigher
spiritual[gbals.

It[s [Ghstructive [to [dote[the [dontrast
between[the[JHebrew[Iword[for
“Egypt’l] O Mitzrayim,[d literally,
“limitations” [ IIThnd (the [ kxpression,
“openlupMide”.[Godlcbntinually fdees
us[irom[the[tonfining[testraints[bf
Mitzrayim, [ehabling[uk [t [strive for [the
highest,[MostlekpansiveRdpirations.

Now el nay[linderstandLWhy[the
verse[JconcludesCwith Clthe Ccharge,
“OpenlyburlmhouthWide”.Welshould
not[destrictCourselves.[(Welheed[do
riselabove [l [sklflitnposedimitations
andltkranscendlallLthundanelgoals[and
petty[dbjectives. IlWelchn Fopenldur
mouths[Wide” [ahd[rkcognize[dur[tiue
potential (fbr[dpiritual [greatness, [then
““I Dl (il (i ([T o d [Wil | [Hlelp [us [aktain
ever(higher(dvels[ofhbliness.

From "Q@ZTorah"
by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORFFD, Emeritus[Rlabbilof
thel@reat[Synagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

M’TZORA
THEMETAPHOR

Leprosy[Was[dnceldltkrrible[skourge.
Our[traditionUinterpretsLitLdn[two
levels[3[iteral lahd[thetaphorical.[The
rabbis[daid[ih [the[Talmud, HLeprosy
comes[because[of[evil[dtalk[Jand
slander” [(Eruchin [I6b).H[Welelxamine
some[Biblical[dxamples, [We[find[that
time[After [dime[leprosy Livas[indeed
associatedmlith[moraltdrpitude.
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Miriam[slanderedlhkr[blotherahdwas
immediately [plinishedwlith[dprosy.

Naaman, [the[SyrianUgeneral, Cwas
already [sliffering[ftom [the[disease[ahd
was[told[by[Elisha[fo[Bathelih[the
Jordan, whichtdughthimhlmility.

Elisha’s[3ervant[Gehazi[ tebuked[his
master [for[not[akceptinglfayment[fbr
his[dadvice[dand[d because [ of (1 his
impertinence[Was[3tricken Lvith[the
disease [ lfrom Cwhich[ONaaman Clwas
cured.

Alking[of[Judah Chamed [Wzziah [had
become[pluffed lup [With[akFrogancelahd
argued[With[the[Temple[pgriests[When
helihterfered[With[thelshcredlskrvice;
he[Blecame [all¢per[until [the [day [df [his
death.

Thel[$ages[Were[ tertain[that[ these
Biblical lépers[hlad[tb [Be[stricken[With
serious[tonsequences[ tolteach[the
people[d[Tkssonlih[(how[do[donduct

themselves.

InFrelation (ko [(Uzziah,[the (Tanach
(DivreilHaYamim[Bet[26)[days[fhat
because[df[his [sin fhe [dwelt[id alhbuse
set[dpart” [[&hich arns[s[that i(d
person[becomes[impossible[to[live
with,[Che[CkanCho[onger[Femain[h
member[oflnbrmallsbciety.

With[Rosh[Chodesh Misan[list[Jast, e
remind you[do ook Hor [fruit[treeslin
blossom [{preferably, [@t[Ikast[two)[tb[He
able[Jtosay [ltheCJoncelalykar[bracha
(which[We[faturedihMist[Week's[Torah
Tidbits).[This[i$ [Alspecial (Bracha. [Tt [shys
an[kxtralthank[Jyouto[IG[d[ for[ the
"chuparim"[{bonuses) [df[His[Treation.[A
fruitCtree[1"earnsUitsCkeep"OinClour
perceptionBecause[dfltheldelicious[ftuit
weldnjoy[ftom[it. [Bruit[tFees[deed[tb[He
nothingurther.[But[they[dre[do[dhuch
more.[Thedight[dnd fragrance Ldf[dheir
flowers[Areldelightful. [This, Cdur[$ages
saw, [ds[Aldause [tb [shy [the[dxtra[Tkhank
you"[tb[HaShem.[The[Brachalchn[Be[shid
alone, [But[iMid[sb[chuch [mhore[mheaningful
tolshy [idlwith Emily[ahd fdiends!

HEHEA

Rabbi[Apple Iz Torah [{ias [dsked
aboutlthelshapeofmMatzot[bundlahd

square.[Here'slhislahswer-...

Machine[mhade Chatzah Cds[Ckasier[to
bakeland[Pack[{[it[i$[square,[though
hand[bhked[] matzah[ follows[] the
traditional (dound[shape.[The[Biblical
verse,[ISh'mot[]12:39,[referringlLlto
UGOTLO MATZOTO O cakes of
unleavened[bread[MThas[bften[been
explained[ds[heaningldircular[dakes,
because[the[#oot[VG[neans[Ho[Be
round[dr[tb[draw[aldircle,[ahd[Hence
round[thatzotlareldrobably [(What[dur
ancestors[dte[When[dhey[Teft[Egypt.
SomelduggestldhatLthe[dound[shape
denotes[dternity, [dince[GGod[dnd[His
providential Ltare[bf[ the[people[ bf
IsraellateMithoutlehdlal Miit.
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

Oneldflthe[students[af[R' Mechezkel
Abramsky[gotlrharried[dndthoved
toldlfhr [dff[dity. [Years[Thter,[When
theldtudentldame[Back[tb[thedity
and[Went[tb [visit[R’'[Yechezkel,[the
Rebbel[dsked[him: [ How[dreyou?
How[i Lyour[Wife? [(How [dre Lyour
children?’[ISeeing[lthe [distraught
look[d on[] the[] man’s[] face,[ 1R’
Yechezkell] realized[] that[] the
marriage[hhd[not[been [(Blessed[wWith
children.[He[immediately [old[the
man, [ [plromise[ybulthatftom [how
on, [IWill[piray [three[times [alday [fbr
youlto[Raveldhildren.[I[dIsoLmust
beglfbrgivenessLofyoulfor[having

causedlybuphin.”

ParshaPix
explanations

s TheCdwolbirdsCare[part[bf[the
purificationl] process[] of[] a

M'TZORA.[Pictured[it[the [Parshal]

Pix[drelsparrows.[MleitherBird [df
the[kwo[kequiredis[h[ korban
(sacrifice) Chndds[therefore Chot

necessarily[aldove[dr[tlrtledove ]l

those[being[ the Lonly [two [ birds
eligibletor[(the[Mizbei'ach.[They
onlybhveltd bk [kbsherbirds.

&= Alsolpicturedlateltheldtherlobjects
that[Wereldsed[ih [the[deremony
for[the[M'tzora:[d[Branch [ffom[d
cedar(ttee[(EITZ[EREZ),

&= thelhyssopplant[(EISOV),

&= and[Ch[redOvool Cthread CISH'NI
TOLAAT).

G5 The[M'tzoralis[dequired[do[shave
theUhair[CofUlhisClbodyL(razor),
including,[ds[ik[hentioned[ih[dhe
Torah,Uthe[leyebrows.[LlInClthe
picture,[dneldyebrow[Has[dIready
beenlshaved.

= The[2+ | [dnthe[lhmb[dre[for[2
male[sheep [ahd [l[f¢male [[[Hart[df
thelplrocedurelofplirification.

&= Thelshck[df[flour@nd[the[dil[dan
representlthe[meal[dfferings[dflthe
purifying[M'tzora, [ak [Well [ak [the [dil
applications(described[id [the [sédra.

G5 In[dheObwertight[dre[dhe[three
recipients[df[ the[Blood[dnd[dil [df
theOpurificationCprocess [Tthe
earlobe[(bneldpinion[I8thershbld
the[topLdf[the[duter[dar,[drlthe
middle[didge[dfldartilage), [ thumb,
and[Big[tbe [[TBf[the[dghtldar,[the
right(bhnd,ahdtherightfdot.

&= Above[d that[is[Jald left[d palm,
mentioned[mhany [times[id [the[sédra
IKAFHAKOHEINHAS'MALI ik
where[the[kohein[put[dhe[Blood
andthen[dhe[dil[(fromWhich[he
tookLdn [his [dight[ihdex[fingerLih
orderltdapplytdthe MITAHEIR.

<= AB[IIHepresents[@ltypedfHloodI]
AB[hegative,[hegative [ 1[llike[the
blood[in[the[skdralthatlrknderedal
man [aF Woman [TAMEI.
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&5 The[Ohousein[thepicture[is
frowning. (I1[id[shd [that [id[id[afflicted
with[NIG'EI[HABAYIT.

s Thefour[guysvith[IN'GA'IMCdn
their] foreheads[] and[] strange
coloringlih[their[Hair[drelstanding
around[h[ koccer[ oal,L ko[ they
representlJthe[Jopening[lof[the
haftaralJof( M'tzora[IIINV'ARBA'A
ANASHIMOHAYULCIM'TZORA'IM
PETACH[HASHAAR...[SHAAR Lih
the[dontext[df[the[Baftaralik[the
gateldflalcity.[Th [T Triddlese, [id[is [al
soccer[br[hockey[goal.[1n[Hact,
althoughthey[alelnbtinhmed(id[the
haftaralahd(aleldnly [rkferred[tb[ak
peoplelahd[M'tzora'im, [the[@Gemara
tells(thatlthey Were[GEICHAZI[ahd
his[three[$ons.[ After[Elisha[the
Navi[_tured[ Naamanof[_Aram[bf
Tzoraat[hnd[Fefused[ o[ take[h
rewardfor[it,[Geichazi[ {Elisha's
assistant) (Went[tb[Nlaamalahd[tbld
him[dhat[Elisha[had[dent[him [do
collectLh[reward.[.When[Elisha
heardLbf[ Geichazi's[Behavior,[he
cursedLhimDvith[(Tzoraat[{which
apparentlyaslidcurable).

&= Upper[dghtidalpicture[dffalskt[df
LincolnULogs. [ISuggestion:Llolder
generationlekplains [td[thelybunger
generation[What[Tincoln Mogs[are.
As[tb[RarshaPix,[d[Ibg[depresents
the[Hebrew[ivord [ LOG [{with[3d
long[@, [ak[id Ibne, [rhther[than[the
short[®[dflthe[Bnglish (Wordlbg),
which [k [Ed[Biblical Lheasurehen]
tioned[séveralltimes[id [the[sédralab
the[lamount[df[dil [that[Was[used[in
theUlpurification[lprocess[lof[]a
M'TZORA.[Therefore,[theMincoln

s
(‘

Logs[go[vith[dhe[bilL¢an[Below
them [id [the [ParshaPix[tb [stand [fbr
LOGI[SHEMEN. By [the Way,al[IOG
is[dquivalent[tb[345.6ml[akcording
to[the[neasures[bf[ Rav[ Lhaim
Naeh[4o[397mIdccording[tothe
Chazon [Bh [I[With [dther[dpinions
between[those[tio.[Oflsignificance
forlukltdday[idlthe measurelchlled ]
R'VI'IT,Lvhich[Is LA [ quarterLofLd
LOGL{in[dontrast[toLthe[Torah's
R'VI'ITWhichdlalquarter[aflalHIN
[AMHINGOR MOGIM.[AR'VI'ITIOf
a[lOGs[the[mhinimum [amount[df
wine[that[h[Kiddush[tup[nust
contain,[ktc.[The[R'VI'IT Ctanges
fromBb.4[149.25ml.

: The[bulletsHor[(these[ParshaPix

explanations[Jare/isL1Woodstock,
avian [Best[friend [df[Snoopy[{who
justbhppens[td bk [dneoflthe dogs
in[the[Hooters[this[veek [ ITho
special [ckason; [the [dther[dbglbking
Peabody),[LWho[s[picturedlin[h
birdbath, [Ibosely [depresenting[the
live[birdCbf[ the [twoLwhichis
immersed[ih[(kee[the[Heginning[df
thelsédrafdrfirther(details).

InCkheOowerldght[kornerCisCh
picture[df[d[Garage[Sale.Tts[don[]
nectionltblthelsédralidlthelkbhein's
instructions[fo[the[dbwners[bf[2
housethich [might bk afflicted lith
NEGA'IM[to Ldmpty [the [House[df
its[firnishings(ahdlvkssels, ldstlthey
become[TAMEI[{[He [{theKohein)
declares[the[Bouse[TAMEIL.[Who
knows?[Somel[peoplelinight[Have
used[the[ bpportunity[to[have[d
garage[3ale[bf[ those[items[they
would [ikie [t [get[rid [of.
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ThelJerusalem/Institute
ofiJewishiLaw

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#[558

Laws of Sales a)

TheawsoflsalesCare[basedon[the
Torah[verse, “When[youlmakelalsale
to[yourfellowor Cmake[aljpurchase
from(the hand [6flyour(fellow; Onelman
should[J not[J defraud ) his[J brother”
(Vayikral125:14)[]In[]halacha,[]such
defrauding[is[ known[ as[ ona’ah.[The
law[ismot[merelylofl fraud(ina[moral
senseldr(éven(in(abusiness(sense. The
monetary [tesultsarethe samelin[éach
casewhether(the[discrepancylin[price
results [ from[intentional (] fraud [Jand
overreachinglor[from[honest[mistake.
Thelaws[JoflIdiscrepancyJin[price
generallyldeal With@[situation Wwhere(a
product] is[] sold[J in[J most[] stores,
includingthelstore[Wwherelthel$ale s
taking[ place, within[al certain[ price
range.The[pricelis motMmarkedon(the
item[theldustomer(wishes folpurchase.
Thelbuyerlasks[thelsellerrhow[much
thelitem[costs, dnd[the(seller(tealizing
that[the buyer[is[ entirely unfamiliar
with[thel[pricelofl thelitem, quotesla
pricelhigher(than(the market[pricelhe
charges(other[customers. Or[the buyer
who(has [priced [thelitemin[other[stores
knows(the[pricebut[the sellerhasnot
haddrequest(tolselltheitemfor(aTong
time(dnd [does Mot remember [the [price.
Thelseller[doesmot tealize themormal
priceCand Cquotesalprice[lower[than
normal.[Orlas[maylsometimes belthe

case, [ both[ parties[ make[lan[ Thonest
mistakelas[to What[theprice[should Be,
and[later[discover[the [hormal market
price.[1For[lexample,[lalJclerk[lin[Ja
clothing[Jstore Jplaces Jan[Jerroneous
price(fagfonlalsuit,[Whetherlhigherlor
lowerthan[the market[pricein[that
store,[and the[pricelasmarked[ispaid
by[lthe Tcustomer.Later,ItheTbuyer
and/ortheseller discoverstheerror.

HalachaTsetsCup Cthree Ccategories “of
discrepancylin[priceldependinglupon
the[evel abovelorbelow[the hormal
marketpricethat[was[charged.The
laws[] ofl] fraud,[] overreaching[’ and
discrepancylin(pricelare[based[onthe
Torah([ ] verse[] quoted[] above.[| The
command[is[partoflthe(largelc¢lass of
negative[¢commandments ot [fo[Tob".
Therelis[hol[punishmentladministered
when [ this[commandment[is[violated
sincelitdends[itselfTfo tectification by
returning[theloveragelor[lunderage
chargedCor[by[rescinding[thetrans[]
action. Thecommandment[is[hot[to
overchargelor[benefit byl anyunder[]
chargebylany[Jew, inaleCor[female,
whether[lin[Jbuyingor[Jselling. ('The
command lincludeslitems(thatlarenot
includedas(being(subject/tolthe laws(of
restitution Cor [rescissionbecauselof
discrepancy(Jin[lprice, [ Jsuch[Jas[Ireal
estate.[Thedawlisviolated[iflthere(is(a
discrepancylin[pricewhetherlin[favor
offthelsellerforthebuyer. Therelis[an
obligationon[eachofl the partiesto
notify[thelotherifThelis[awarel ofl the
discrepancylin[price. [ Thebuyermust
tell thesellerthat(helisindercharging;
theseller must motifythe buyerthathe
isloverpaying. [Ifidne failed[to[do[sohe
violates the Torah commandment.
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FOX 1heedBox s Ehelnost
widespread[And[Abundant[¢arnivore
(meatleater)[dn[darth...[fbxes[Will[dat
literally [Almost[Anything [ITit's Cvhat
makes[them[sb[sliccessful...[they [iVe [id
small(family Cdroups[But[dlways[Bunt
alone...[they[alelchche [hunters, [taking
as[ohany [ahimals[ak[they [chn[ahd[Bury
mostLlof[lthem[¥or[ater...[superb
rodentLKillers...[they[Seem o[ énjoy
chewinglthrough[electricallahd[phone
wires,[ahd[ghs[ahd[Water[dipes...[they
can [ehsily[Becomeltdme[(although [l
notld[goodlidealto keep[them[as
pets)...[foxes[dre[better[dt[datching
mice[than[dats...[they[Tkap [Bigh[dnd
pounce[] verticallyl] downward,
surprisinglChnd [quickly Ckilling Ckheir
prey...[they[drelshcred[tb[the[Shinto
religion...[] Fox[J possession] is[] a
recognized[dinical [dondition[ihJapan.
Symptonslihclude[d[draving[for[dice
and[ah[ihability[tb[rhakelelyelcbntact...
Fox[s[A[¢ommonChameHorCinany
species[dflamnivorous[chnid[mhammals
(canidsJ include] wolves,[] jackals,
coyotes,[ 1 and[] dogs)...L.] smalll] to
medium [sized Ibng[narrowl[shout,ahd
a[Bushy[thil[(br[Brush).[They[arelalso
welllJknownforbeingUincredibly
cunning...[officially, IR [species [of "true"
foxes,[butCembersCbf[Another[25
species[hre[ teferred[ to[hs[foxes...
various[dpecies[dre[fbund[dn[dimost
everyldontinent.[Thelgray[fbx[i4[dne
of[dnly[tvolcaninelspecies[dnown[tb
climb[tlees;[the[dther[i3[thelrhccoon
dog...[thales[dre[dalled[Reynards[dnd
females(atelkhown[a [vixens...

(culled from "The i book of animals" and answers.com)

L RIMDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (TAZRI'A)[MTriddles:

Somelof these TTriddles are actuallylanswered|in
the SedralSummary or élsewhere in'lastweek's
TT.If youlfoundthe answers, then the particular
TTriddlelwas not very challenging, but at least it
shows!that you iead ind inake the! connection.
Andithat's'Something, hecausenotleveryoneldoes
andbecauselnot éveryone'islinto" TTriddles.

[1] Perek[IB[ihMayikralhlas 1B [aff
them.[And[therelisldne[phorelin

Perek([I4.[And[that[tbtalaf(TH i3
itforitheWholeTanach

Aslrhentionedlih[Thst[Week's[TT,[the
phrase M'RA’A[HAKOHEIN [akcurs[IB
times[ih [Perek[13,[dnceldnorel{the
| 4th[time) [ih[Rerek [14[(beginningLdf
thisLweek's[kedra,[ Metzora[IIThnd
nowherelelselid the[Torah [drithelrbst
ofLdTanach.LdThestronglImessage
received [ftom [this[rkpeated[phrase[id
that[the[$tatus[bf[Fitual Cpurity[Lbr
impurity[{from[NEGA'IM)depends
completelyCbn[the[Hecision[bf[ the
kohein [akcording[tb [What[He[skes[ahd
whatlhel[declares.[This[is[inC$harp
contrast[ to[many[ bther [forms[bf
TUM'A, [that[arelslibject[tb[&mperical
fact,[dot[the TFeading" [df[alldohein [dr

anyonelelse.
[2] Sarcophilusbharrisiilstiri

ThisLonelik[d[ariationLdnLprevious
TTriddlesd for[d Parshatld] Tazri'a.
Sarcophilus[harrisiilds[the CScientific
name [ for[dthed Tasmanian[ Devil,
"extremely[lvoracious,[lcarnivorous,

nocturnal Ldnarsupial L{pouchedLinam[]
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mal)...nbwfdundlahly [ah [the[idland [of
Tasmania...[dbout[80cmIbng, [lus[d
30cm [thil...(4rge (Head, [powerful [Aws,
weak [Hindquarters. ts[Blackish [fLir[i$
marked[Wvith CWhite[patchesLobn[the
throat,Lbn[kach[kide,[hndbnlthe
rump...[] fierce[] appearance...[] very
strong[¥orlts[kize[hndCpreys[bn
animals[drger[than [iself, [slich [ak [shall
kangaroos,[hs[vellChs[bn[Fodents,
lizards,[hndCother CkmallChnimals..."
Looney[Tunes[createdalJcartoon
character Cbf[Cthe[dTasmanian[Devil,
known affectionately"[ds[TAZ.[The
largest[bird[id [ekistence[id[the [Dstrich
of[Africa.[Second[tbiflid[ah [Australian
bird[that[rksembles[the[Dstrich[Ithe
Emu.ThirdIdrgestbirdlidlahotherldne
that[rksembles[the [Dstrich[[Ithis[dne
is ftom [South [Americalahd [ [Hnown
as[the[Rhea.Ih[the[Quechuadnguage
(spoken[lih[dart[df[South[Americaltb
which[the[Rhealid[dative, [the[nameldf
the[Bird[[Suri.[Hence,[Sarcophilus
harrisiistiriidMAZRI'A.

[3] 350[double[Adars

Double[JAdars[occurLinCISHANA
M'UBERET, ]I 3 [mhonth Llyears.[1They
occur[A[times[ih (&[T [ykar[dycle.Do
theldnath.[350Cdouble[Adars[ivould
occurlih[A[&pan[bf[950Years,[950
being[the[idsue[dumber[dfllAst[Week's
Torah[Tidbits.

[4] Soldifferentftom ifslahagram!

MainCkheme Lof[(Parshat[Tazri'alls
NEGA'IM, [afflictions[df(the [skin, [Head,
and[dther[Parts[df[the[Body,[dertain
clothing[ITAhd, [ih [(Barshat[Metzora, [ih
certain[ltypesof[houses[lin CEretz
Yisrael. [INEGA Llis [lan Clanagram Clof

ONEG,[pleasureldrlénjoyment[ 1Ko
differentfdom itk @hagram.

[5] Flashback

Oneldf[dhel@arly[p'sukimih[Tazri'a
brings[us[Hack[tb[the[drevious[skdra.
UVAYOMMHEASH'MINI, ahd[ch [the Bth
day.[Thelpleviouslskédralid[SH'MINI, [a$
in(J VAYHICI BAYOMO HASH'MINI.
We'vell got[] another[] UVAYOM
HASH'MINICih Cghis veek's[Sedra Cbf
Metzora.[Infact, Clwe Hfind CJEither
BAYOM[HASH'MINICbr[JJUVAYOM
HASH'MINIUin CIMishpatim, LISh'mini,
Tazri'a,[alféw [times[id Metzora, [Emor,
Naso, Jand[JPinchas,Jand (in Cfour
differentbboksid[NACH.

[6] HerIchildren[and[L)[Avidan

Her[thildren(FCBANEHAL-[BET+
NUN+YUD+HEIC=[67.CJAnd I CI=
VA'ANIEMAV+ALEF+NUN+YUD 3
67.LJAVIDAN=[JALEF+BET+YUD+
DALET+NUNDO=067.C0Numberof
p'sukimdnTazri'a?[67.JAvidan[b.
Gidldnilvas[#he [INASILof[Binyamin,
wholpresented[his[gifts[Jto[the
dedication [of[the Mishkan [oh [dhy BI{f
12).

[7] From M2 Eb Ba2T 1 17(119)

VIR [ [Vayikra,[perek ] 2.[Tk [k [the
shortest[perekUin[lthe[1Torah[1(8
p'sukim).[Ba[Z[it[(Bamidbar,[perek(7,
which [iSlthe[drgest[pkrek[id[the Torah
(89Lp'sukim).lInCparentheses[is[ the
range[for[Tanach.[Ir 1 170s I hilim
KUFYUD [ZAYIN [{from [Hallel) Lvith
20 p'sukim.LKUFYUDTET,[Cbn[the
other[hand, [k [fheTongest[perekih
Tanach[With[1I76 [d'sukim.[(And, [aks [i$
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welllkhown [IIfb [those [Who nhow [ [T

Parshat[Naso[i$[the[Ibngest[sedralih
the[Torah LI 76 [p'sukim.[LAnd[Bava
Batra[is[the dongest[ Masechta[Jof
Gemara,mlith[IV6 [{double) [phges.)

[8] Hints[ak[Norelco'slthreehleads

This[Was[algut[féeling[TTriddlelchther
than[ah[akcurately [rbsearched[dne, [sb
welate[justlabsuminglthatNorelcowas
thelfirst[Wvith[d[dripleheader[dhaver.
(Side[doint[IIMorelco's[deportedand
advertised[buper[close[have[ Faised
halachic[questions[dbout[A[ possible
razor[like[ 1 shave[ ] thatlIwould[]be
questionable[or[forbidden.[dt[was
determined(that[the [shaver[still [uked[al
scissorsLhethod[dfldutting[the [fhcial
hair[ahd[nbt[bladelakainstlskin.[Today,
youldan[Buy[électric[dhavers[With[d
hashgachal[dttesting[do [dheir [Ralachic
acceptability.) [(Back [do[dhe [T Triddle.
Thelword[id Mazri'alwhich [céllsuk that
the[personduarantined With [dertain
skin[fflictions [Was[to [Have [the[drea
shaved, [But[not[the [NIETEK [itself, [ahd
then[ahother[@[day[quarantinelperiod
follows Tis CIV'HITGALACH.The
GIMELLh [dhe Wvord ik Divritten [ih [4
Torah[3crollCéxtrallarge. LGIMELLis
three,[ahd[shavinglith [threeblings[td
mind[the Norelcolttipleheader.[Note:
that[When[the[Torahrkquires[shaving
offCbne'sChair[(IITA[ METZORALbr
NAZIR, fbrLdxample[lthe[shaving[is
done[Wwith[A[Fazor;CélectricChaver
would[not[Beatceptablefbrtheshme
reason [[Id [réverse [k [the [permission
we[hhve[tb [uke [idlid [nlormal [shaving[df
one'sffce.)

[9] MazalPic

As[burlexpertlin[MazalPics[LH(S)M
correctly [dmailed[ds,[the [MazalPc[ik
one[dffthe[dmblems[fbr[Missan[dars.
WeMWouldnbtbk[sblabvious as[tduke
the[3tandard[Nissan[émblem,Which
contains[the[Word[Nissan,[but[ve
found[dltheremblems[ahdlchoselthe[Z
youldeelih[the[Word[df[the[Month
box.[Correct[dolution[dlso[eceived
from[AW/Cranford.

METZORA Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text
by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Disease or Divine Reckoning?

Context: The bulk of the parshiot of
Tazria and Metzora deal with a
description of the dramatic effects of
tzara'at, often defined (for want of a
better term) as biblical leprosy.

The Torah delineates in fine detail the
specifics of this mysterious affliction
which affects individuals, clothes and
dwellings and the steps to be taken
under the guidance of the Kohanim
towards its diagnosis and treatment.

Questions: What exactly is tzara'at,
biblical leprosy? Is this affliction a
natural, physical illness or a super
natural phenomenon?

Given the myriad diseases that affect
humankind, why does the Torah devote
so much text to a description of this
specific malady, its diagnosis and
treatment?

Approaches:

The mystery of tzara'at gives rise to a
wide ranging series of observations
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among the commentaries.

A. At one end of the spectrum lie those
scholars who view tzara'at as a
contagious  physical illness  with
dangerous potential for spread to the
entire population.

The Abravanel, for example, explains the
Torah's concern for "afflicted” clothing
in distinctly natural terms. Unlike strong
materials such as metal, clothing will
readily absorb bodily decay upon close
personal contact. The Torah is, therefore,
concerned that tzara'at will spread from
a metzora (an individual afflicted with
tzara'at) to his garments. To prevent
further  contagion, therefore, all
suspicious stains and growths on
clothing must be examined by a Kohen.

For his part, the Ralbag interprets the
puzzling phenomena of clothing and
dwelling  afflictions  according to
scientific theory of his day. Foreign
moisture or heat entering an item, he
claims, causes an imbalance in that
item's natural stasis and leads to the
item's disintegration. This destructive
process is evidenced at an early stage
through the appearance of red or green
growth (colors associated in the text
with tzara'at).

Although the Meshech Chochma initially
categorizes the theme of tzara'at as one
of the "secrets of the Torah", he then
avers: "Nonetheless, one can say that
these  afflictions are  contagious
diseases.” The treatment of the illness
itself, this scholar maintains, is ample
evidence of its communicable nature.
The metzora experiences enforced
isolation and is required to actively alert
others to his condition. Any physical
interaction with infected individuals is
extremely dangerous. The Torah, there

fore, assigns the task of such interaction
(the diagnosis and treatment of the ill)
to the sons of Aharon who, in their role
as Kohanim, are separate from the rest
of the people and are granted
extraordinary divine protection.

Finally, Rabbeinu Bachya discerns
concern for communicable disease in
the Torah's mandate that the metzora,
at the end of his period of isolation, let
loose a bird offering "on the face of the
field." The release of the bird into a place
absent of human habitation, he
maintains, represents an implicit prayer
that the metzora's erstwhile contagion
should not spread to others.

B. At the opposite end of the spectrum
are those commentaries who eschew
any natural explanation for the tzara'at
afflictions discussed in the parshiot of
Tazria and Metzora.

These scholars point to a number of
details of tzara'at outlined in the Written
and Oral Law that are clearly incon
sistent with the characteristics of
communicable diseases, including:

1. The Kohen diagnoses tzara'at based
only on examination of those parts of
the body which he can readily see. No
careful examination is required in the
folds of the body.

2. When tzara'at is suspected in a
dwelling, the Torah orders the Kohen to
remove everything from the house
before conducting his examination. If
tzara'at is a communicable disease, such
a procedure would expose the public to
potentially infected material.

3. Examinations of potential tzara'at are
not performed by the Kohanim on
Shabbat, holidays, or upon a bridegroom
during the seven days of celebration
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following his wedding.

4. The laws of tzara'at only apply to
dwellings in the Land of Israel and only
after the land has been divided into
individual holdings. These laws do not
apply to homes owned by non Jews or to
dwellings of any ownership in the city of
Yerushalayim.

5. The laws of tzara'at do not apply to
non Jews. A lesion contracted by a
convert before his conversion to
Judaism is of no consequence.

6. Under certain circumstances, if
lesions cover an individual's entire body
he is not considered contaminated.

7. After the nation's entry into the land,
a metzora is only to be excluded from
walled cities (as determined by the city's
status at the time of the conquest of the
land). He is to be allowed to remain in
unwalled cities and to roam freely
through the rest of the countryside.

According to Rabbi Shimshon Raphael
Hirsch, these and other details "show
the absolute folly" of any attempt to
interpret Torah laws as rules and
regulations created for health or
sanitary purposes.

C. If the afflictions described in the
parshiot of Tazria and Metzora, however,
are not natural diseases, what exactly
are they? What message is God sending
the people through the visitation of
these frightening supernatural phenom
ena? What crimes perpetrated by
individuals within the nation could
possibly trigger such severe divine
reckoning?

The Talmud lists, in the name of Rabbi
Yonatan, seven sins that cause the
affliction of tzara'at: evil or damaging
speech, murder, perjury, sexual

immorality, arrogance, robbery and
miserliness. Of these associations
between crime and punishment,
however, only one seems to capture the
rabbinic imagination completely. Over
and over again, the rabbis link the
punishment of tzara'at to the related
crimes of motzi shem ra, slander
(literally, the bringing out of a "bad
name"), and lashon hara, evil or
damaging speech.

Rabbi Yitzchak Arama offers a brilliant
insight in an extensive discussion on
Parshat Metzora. While man's intellect
sets him apart from the beast, his
intellect is only fully revealed and
actualized through verbal communica
tion. Speech is the God given tool
through which an individual's heart and
mind are reflected to an outside world.

Because speech is so reflective of man's
unique character, the obligations
associated with verbal communication
carry great significance. An individual
who misuses his power of speech
degrades himself through the very skill
meant to mirror his greatness.

From this perspective, the sins of motzi
shem ra and lashon hara acquire
another, devastating layer of signifi
cance: the perpetrator himself. Created
in God's image granted reason,
intellect and the ability to actualize that
intellect positively in the surrounding
world  the perpetrator diminishes his
own stature and demeans his human
essence.

God, therefore, specifically punishes sins
committed through speech with the
plague of tzara'at, an affliction that
mirrors what the perpetrator has done
to himself. Through his grave actions,
the metzora has fallen from his place at
the pinnacle of God's creation. No longer

a "living being", no longer a "speaking
spirit", he suffers from an illness so
severe that the rabbis claim, "A metzora
is considered dead." §&

The(PuahInstitute
for'Fertilityland Gynecology inl Accordancelwith Halacha

s Medicine an Exact Science?

Last[time[Wwe[noted[that[onelis[obliged
toluselthelscientificallyltested methods
ofl] modern[] medicine.[] But[] is[] one
permitted (| to[| usel] natural (] remedies
instead?

ThelsimpleJanswer[ lto[Jthis[Iquestion
should[Ibe[1"no".[1Medicine [ Thas[/been
tested and[tried[and curespeople. The
samel] cannot[|! bell saidl] for
non[conventional methods(and [thus [they
cannot(beprovento heal[and cannot/be
relied(on.

But/thepicturelismuchlmorel¢omplex,
since[ medicinel lis[ far[ from[Jan[lexact
science.[ Welseel this[in[inedicalltrials
and[¢onferences[where[the dataland(the
experts[ | are[] often[] careful( to[] give
limitations[] to[] their[] findings(] and
conclusions,[ saying["'wel think" [and[!"it
appears' @nd[not["'we know"[and [it(is[d
fact".[In[Puah weloften(tell[couples(that
iffaldoctor[promises[youl100%[Success
then(helis(not(telling/thefruth, [Sincelwe
cannot! promisel such[things. Medicine
does(all(that(it[can(butit[canneverhave
total(success.

Wel find[several [ halachic[ sources[ that
concur[with[this[¢onclusion. [ The[Torah
says[l'and[youlshall Csurelyheal" from
where(the[1Gemaralldeduces[that[Ithe
doctoris[givenpermission[toheal. (Why
does(thel Talmud!¢alllitpermissionland

notlan(obligation? [Surely(the command!
ment/(tolsave(life(and thelsanctitylof(life
wouldl] forcel] al] doctor[] tol] practice
medicine.[ Butl maybel thelideal is[ that
since(medicinelis motlexact/theldoctorlis
permitted [to[practice Butnotlobliged [to.

Iffalperson(feelsisolillLon[Yom [Kippur
that[helheeds tol eatlbutlaldoctor says
that[therelis[hol[medical ‘necessity[ for
himlorlher[toléat,[then thelhalachalis
that[the[personlis[permittedtoleat.[In
fact,[even(ifithe[doctor(says[thatleating
willléndanger[the[person(still[therelare
opinions!/that[the[person(is/permitted to
eat[ ldespite[ thelIgood[ladvice[Jofl Ithe
doctor.[Theltationale for[this[is[that[a
personknows their[own[capabilities(and
wel follow[ them[more than[welfollow
theldoctor.[Howeverifmedicine [was[an
exactlsciencethen(welwould [be obliged
to[ follow[thel doctor's instructions and
wel wouldlignorel the person's wishes.
Sincelwelignore(theldoctor and isten(fo
thel IpersonlJwelIcan(deducel Ithat[Jthe
halachaldid[hot[ view[ medicine[ as[an
exactlscience.

Solitlismot[so[Simple[tol¢laim[thatone
must always[follow[¢onventional [inedil’]
cinelJand[this[gives[somelleeway![ to
possiblypermitonefo(tely don[nonlconl]
ventional thedicine.

Howeverl lwhat[Jabout[Jal lcase[/where
naturalltreatments/involve transgressing
some/[ prohibition?[ Is lonelJallowed! to
consume d[natural (temedy!(that/¢ontains
a[mon(Kosherlingredient?Can/such(fonic
beltaken(on Shabbat?

Wewill discuss|this next week



MaharalldnltheSedra

Esther’sEFinger
Speaks(theTruth

Vayikra[14:35[TIAnd[the[dwner[df
thelhouse[$hallLtomelAnd[tellCthe
kohen,[Isaying,[1“Something[like[Ja
plaguelappearedtdmelidthehbuse.”

Rashi: Evenl[iflhk[Were[Wiselahdkhew
for [dertain[it[Was[aldlague, (He (M ould
not[dlearly[decide[the[thatter, [tb [shy
“alplaguelappeared[td[nhe”.[Rather,he
says[8omething[likealplague.”

Gur[Arye:[Bven[if[He[Would[declare
hisChouseimpureditCIwould[be
meaningless, [ for[bnly[A[kohen[tan
make [if[ilnpure By [His[declaration.[So
whylLdloes[ the[Torah[have[him[3ay
“something[like[Jalplague?” OlIt[is
because[at[the [oment[hk[shys[if, [idlid
notldlplague,[fbr[the [Hohen[Has[dot
declaredlityet.[The[Torah[does[dot
want[him[tb [ukter[ah [untruth, [ak[King
David[<aid [IT'hilim[101:7], (I He Who
speaks[lies[ Wil Chot[be[ Established
beforelnyleles.” Mhelrhbbisekplained
[Sota[4Rb][that fdom [thisWe[darn [that
liars[do[dot[deceive[thefhce[df[dhe
Divine[(Presence,orLliarsChide[the
letter MAV [ftom [Hashem’s[nhme.[The
VAV Lin[Hashem’s[Chame[$tandsor
Tiferet[[klory], (Hlashem’s[dttribute [df
truth.

Thelvkrselappears(akain(id [cbnnection
with[Esther[Megilal16a],[lvhendhe
identifiesL JHaman[as[Jher[lpeople’s
oppressor[[Esther[Z:6][1Th [chan [Who
islah[abversary[ahd[ah[dppressor”’[ahd
shelpoints[tb[the[King! [She[knew[the

king[tb[Helrksponsible,[ahd [she ldnew
the[lredemptioncould[notCIcome
through [allik, [ak [iflidritten, [He who
speaksies[ill Chot[be[kstablished

beforelhy[dyes.”[OurMerse[dccom]

plishes[this[nessage[with[h[kingle
letter KAF.

Co/umn Doreparedﬂ?y [V.)I‘. D,MOJ}IE Dkulzr

PortionifromthePortion

ThelMessagelofithe
FourlMetzora'im

Thislis[thesecond(oftwolportionslinla
row(lthat[talk Dabout[1the I TZARAAT
affliction.Last[Lweek's[portion[listed
lots(] of(1Halachic[Jdetails[related(to
TZARAAT. Theselinclude[(13:45(46)
thatiwhilelhelislimpurewith TZARAAT
hemustlhave(altearlinthis(clothesland
golwithout[alhaircutllikealmourner,
helmustcoverhis[headdowntolhis
lipsCandhe _must[callCout""Unclean,
Unclean".[While[helis(impure[hemust
remainlaloneloutsidelofthe(camp.

This[week's[portion explainshow(the
person(strickenJwith(]ZARAAT [Ican
becomelpurelagain.

Welmightthink[thattheHaftarawould
belrelated(tolbecominglpure,landyet
this[(week's[Haftaral (from MELACHIM
Bet(17:3)0includes]allstory(]oflIfour
METZORA'IMJ who(] were[] PETACH
HASHAARTToutsidethe gatesloflthe
city, 'becausel theyl were[still covered
with[ZARAAT.

Thelstory[takesplace during[thetime
of Elisharandthelsiege[ by Aramon
thecityCof JShomron, (capital Jofthe

Kingdom[oflIsrael.[JBecauselof(the
siege,JthelconditionUJinJthe ity lof
ShomronTisiterrible. Therelis[nofood
toleat(llpeoplelarelstarving.

Whatlisllinterestingllis[ that the[ Navi
tellstus(alstory how theselfour people
wholarellivingLonthefringelof society
arelactuallyl thel ‘ones[ whol bringl'the
messageltol]the] Jewish(]nation[] of
Gld'slsavingthemfromtheir’enemies.

At first,[1thelIfour(ljust iworry[labout
themselves.[ Theylsay[tolthemselves
whyshouldwefljustlsit'hereandldie?
IfCwelgolintothe UewishLcity wewill
dieloflstarvation.[Let'stryfouruckrin
thecity[ of [ J/Aram.[They[ gol"‘and( find
thatthelcity[lhad[lbeenJabandoned,
becausellHashem([made(them[hear
noises(] asl] if(] all great] army[] was
attackingJthem[Jandthey(ranJaway.
The(l four(] took (] the] opportunity(] of
havingthewholelcitytolthemselvesio
quench(theirChungerand[loot'lsome
moneylJand(iclothes[forJtheirfuture
(ibid.[7:8)butConcelthey haveltaken
carelof(all their[heeds(they[begin(to
worry[about(the restof(the hation.Or
arel] theyll stillll worryingll about
themselves.[Verse[(7:9)11"Weldolhot
behavelcorrectly:(thisfdaylis aldaylof
good(tidings, and(welhold[our[peace.
IfOwe Ctarrytill _Lthe Omorning, Cpunish
mentCwillCcomelupon(us..."CItClooks
liketheylgolbacktotelllthe kingiwhat
happenedbecauseltheylfear that(if
theyldon't,(he mightibelangrylatithem
andCharmthem.[This[’seems(likea
selfishireason.

But(J the[] MALBIML] has( al] different
interpretationJof_the[verse.[He[says
they[l are[] worried (] about’] PIKUACH
NEFESH of(their fellow[Jews.[1f they
waitlandlonly golback(tollsraellin the
morninglalfewmorelJewsmightidie of
starvation.[Thisstory fromMelachim

actuallyl shows(] how(] thesel] four
MEZTORAIM, who[werethemselves
sufferingJandforcedtollliveJoutside
theUewishLcommunity,[were[able[to
putasideltheiriownineedsland(went(to
care(foritheirbrethren.

ThisLlisClsomething[welicanallJlearn
from(1Tholmatter[whatlourpositionlin
life, lwellcanalwayslhelp[Jsomeone
else.[With(thePesach(holidaylcoming
uponluswelmust/think of[those who
might‘hothavelalplacelfor[Sederlor
forllotherholidayImealsland[Jinvite
themOtojoinJus(1,Cwhetherlit'san
elderlyeouplewithfhofamilyChere, or
albunchlof(singlesiwholwouldlikelto
hearlsome(kids(sing[Ma[Nishtanalor(a
Baal(T'shuvalwholhas[neverlireally
experienced[] all traditionall Seder.
Therellis[lalways(allway(ltollinclude
others(without(jeopardizingthe[mitzva
of V'HIGADTAIL'BINCHA.



TakingShabbat¢Early?

Similar [tb [[ast[year, (We[Have [decided
notlto[publish[d[fullCguide[do [ Rarly
Shabbat[id [the (hhrd[cbpy [f(TIT [TWith
the[OU[srael [CKashrut[Guide[this
week[ahd[the[Pesach [mhaterial i [What
will[probably [Be [alTrippple [idsue [nlext
week, [thereisljstinbtlehoughcbom.

Instead, [We [Will(have[the [flill [guide[dn

www.ttidbits.com [(it[is (ot [Mlp" [yt 1]

hopefully, Cluring[#the[doming[veek)
and[present[Bere[this[page[dnd[the
chartithtimes[oh [thelnkxt[phge. We
hopeUthis[too L willLlprove Luseful.
Remember, ] full ] details[] will(J be
downloadablekdon.

Thelchart

...on[the[dext[pageTruns"[from[Thst
Shabbat[Tthe[first[dfBummerTime"
until(Shabbat[Shuva.[Weldhangelthe
clocks[Back[dnHour[dn[the[Shabbat
beforelYom [Kippur.[Many [shuls[With
an[ehrly [[eil[Shabbat[chinyan [Will [start

after [Besach, [(Hut[We[ihcludelthe[dre[]

Pesach[3habbaton, ustlin[¢ase[You
need[theltimes.

Theltimes[dreldorrectfbrJerusalem.
(Aside[ftom [chndle[lighting, [the [dther
z'manimafelplettylclose.)

These[are[ the[&xplanations[bf[ the
timesfdom [the[cblumns[idthe[chart...

PLAG [} [Mincha[before[this[time,
highly[greferred.[Candlellighting, [dtc.
MUST [He [after [this[time.[(PLAG [time
was[rbunded [tb[the[next[mhinute. T1[id
recommended[tb["pad" [this[time[With
| Diminuteslohelther[side.)

REG[4[Regular[dandle[lighting[dime
(Jerusalem).[This[id[40 [mhinutes[Before
thelslinset[chlculated [fbr[ah[dlevation
of [825m[(and[dnly (35 [chinutes[Hefore
thelsunset[time[Which[does[dot[thke
elevationlidtolatcount).

NST¢[Near[3h'malTime.[Kiddush
should[(preferably) [be [shid[beforelthis
time.[Thisdime Gk [30hinutes[3fter
regularC¢andleighting[time,[de.[10
minutes[Beforel[the[Thter[sunset[fime
and[Blmhinutes[dr[sb [beforelthelehrlier
sunset[(hs[rbferred[tbih[the[previous
paragraph).

SHMA [:[Recommended[tb [shy[Shma
at[this[time[dr[sbon[thereafter.[(Then
countlthe[@mer.) 25 [minutesafterthe
later Ckunset.[{This[liskarlierCkhan
Shabbat[dut[time, [But[usable[ak [Skars[]
OutlfdrSh'malcécitation.)

P[IGhapter [of PirkeilAvot

[Remember,[taking[1Shabbat[early
should[(be[d[vay[bf[Adding[fo[dnd
enhancing[Shabbat... Butithoutlcbm[]
promising[oh [the bhlachiclissues.]

Friday PLAG REG NST SHMA P naw 5
Aprilld 5:40 6:22 6:52 7:27 wrrmlrets
April[8 5:44 6:27 6:57 7:32 Psn
Aprilb 5:47 6:32 7:02 7:37 Sygan s
April 2R 5:51 6:37 7:07 7:42 0y n7InwY
April2D 5:54 6:42 7:12 7:47 [ | =iV te
May[6 5:58 6:47 7:17 7:52 2 |mw =N
May[IB 6:02 6:52 7:22 7:57 3 |mw miy=!
May[2D 6:06 6:57 7:27 8:02 4 |mw LRl
May DV 6:09 7:01 7:31 8:06 5 [y ==TRs
June3 6:13 7:05 7:35 8:10 6 | N3
JunelID 6:16 7:09 7:39 8:14 I =sTebma
JunellV 6:18 7:11 7:41 8:16 2 o
June2# 6:20 7:13 7:43 8:18 3 "R
July[L 6:20 7:13 7:43 8:18 4 TRn
July@ 6:20 7:13 7:43 8:18 5 =z
JulyIb 6:18 7:10 7:40 8:15 ) oM g
JulyDR 6:16 7:.07 7:47 8:12 I T
July2P 6:13 7:03 7:33 8:08 2 "Honr
August[5 6:08 6:57 7:27 8:02 3 (A=
August[ID 6:03 6:51 7:21 7:56 4 17 $3MIINRY
August[D 5:57 6:43 7:13 7:48 5 =)
August2b 5:50 6:35 7:05 7:40 ) TR7
September2 5:43 6:27 6:57 7:32 I obgw
September[9 5:35 6:18 6:48 7:23 2 NZ57 "D
Septemberb | 5:27 6:08 6:38 7:13 | 384 N=T D
September2B | 5:20 5:59 6:29 7:04 |5&6 o[t
September30 | 5:12 5:50 6:20 6:55 7129w 3TN




