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Candle[ighting[andHavdala [times[fbr[Shabbat[dnd
Yom[Tov[{AchareilHaGadol, [(firstCday [df[Pesach,
Shabbat[1Chol[JHaMoed, last[Iday [lof[1Pesach,
K'doshim)[dan[Be[Hound[ih [#he [Pesach [Pull LDut
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span[df[24[days.[Times[fbr[datesWithin[the[thnge
can[be[found[by[lnterpolation, CbutChould[be
padded[Blyalcbupleloflminutes[td [play [idshfe.
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Acharei is Shabbat HaGadol 10.53% of the
time in 13 month years that begin on THU. &ﬁauaﬂm:fude/) @anlE;tﬁ
DidyoumoticethatPurimWas[the Solder
same[day[dfithe weekthis year(asIast? (pronouncedSbdder)
Andsofis[the[Sederandalliof Pesach? Solderinglon SEIONYD
Ithappens(duringland followingafull . s
13 [month yiear, Whichhas385[days Solderinglghn[= NRH7D NP
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LEADTIDBIT chadGadya@dd3, [ChadGadya!

Parshat[Achareilils[3habbat[HaGadol
10.53% L bf[ the [ time,[bn[Average.[lt
happenswWhen[RoshHaShanalid[Mhurs[]
daylahd[Etidayid [aITB [mhonth [ykar.

Itfuist[Works[dutllike [that, [But[it[does
givelus[dldhance [t [thke [two Lspecial
days[dflthelyear[that[dreldn[dpposite
sides[df[dheYear [And[dxamine[dhem
together [IYlom KlippurahdPksach.

Acharei's[theme[[the[Yom[Kippur
serviceldn[the[Beit[ HaMikdash.[The
bulk[df[Achareilis[the[Torah[deading
for[Y om [Kippur,[Lihorning[dnd[dfter[]
noon.[And[this[year,[the (Yom ippur
sedralukhers(id Pksach.

TheltwoltFaditional, [chajor [drashot[df
thelear[hre[ Bhabbat[ Bhuval{right
before[¥IK)ahd[Shabbat[HaGadol [(ight
before[JPesach).[JOur[JYom [ Kippur
davening[kulminates Cwith[L'SHANA
HABAAIBIRUSHALAYIMIHAB'NUYA.
Soldoes[the[Besach[Seder.[Manythen
wear [alKittel[dn[Yom [Kippur-...[anhd [ak
the[Pesach[Skder.

Mostl[significantly, Mom Klippurlepitom []
izes[ T'SHUVALMIMIR'A,Ctepentance
whichOs[notivated [By [Fear [&f[G[d;
Pesachlid[characterized[ak[the[time[fbr
T'SHUVALIMEI[AHAVA,Irepentance
thatlidlmotivated by [ bve[of[GQ [dl

Yom [Kippur[@nd[Besach[domplement
eachlother.

And[@hother[dommon[fctor[Hetween
PesachlahdYlom Klippur [sithe[QOAT.

Onelbf[the[ajor[tomponents[bf
Seder[Avodaldn[Yom[Kippurlih[the
Beit[(HaMikdash[i$[the[drawing[df(Ibts
over[tWolidentical [gbats, [tb[determine

whichCone[CwillClone Clof Cthe Cinost
"intimate"[df[dommunallshcrifices IIts
blood[Will[He [Hroughtlihto (KODSHEI
HAKODADHIM,[the[Holy[df[Holies,
andWhich[gbatWith [belthe SA'IR DAAL]
ZAZEIL,the[capegoat”.

Korban[Resach[dan[Be[d[dot[yktlykar
oldlgbatlat[Well[a} itlchn bk allAmb. [But
Pesach's[donnection[tb[allgbat[is[dlder
than[its[dandidacy [fbr[Korban [Besach.
Welrhight[shy[that[dlgoat[skarted[the
ballCdollingLodnLour[EgyptianLénslave ]
mentlahd[dppression, [ykars[Before[We
actually[gbtldown [td [Egypt.

The[Hagadalhcknowledges[that[the
beginning[df[Bgyptian LdxperienceWas
Lavan's[deceit[df[Maakov, by [glving[him
Leah[ak[alWife[ih[place[df[Rachel.[The
sowed[the[skeeds[df[jkalousy[Between
theSisters[that[blossomed Lvith[the
hatred Lof[L]Y osef[ by Llhis[lbrothers,
specifically, [kah'slsbns.

When[the[brothers[}rabbed[ ¥ osef,
stripped Llhim CofClthe Lmulticolored,
striped[cbat[thatMaakov bhd given [him,
and[tossed [(Him [hto[A[Pit, [they [took
that[cdoat[ahd[dipped[it[idto[the Blood
ofld[goat[ih[brder[doLdeceive[dheir
fatherLinto[thinking[that[ Y osef[had
been illed By [AlWild [@himal.[The [Sale
of[Yosef,[According[to[the[Midrash,
causedJour[descentinto[JEgyptian
slavery.[Somelsburces[shiggest[that[the
goats[afMom [Kippur[ale lykarly[akts [df
atonementfor[the[ShlelofYosef.

Pesach[dnd[Yom [Kippur[drelinked[1]
Acharei[HaGadol[lbrings[Ithat[point
home.[@hag[Shmei'ach.
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Acharei

29th [od [S4 [sddras;
6th Lol (10 [inl[Vayikra

Written Loh (54 (ibes [il[aTS8fer (Tarah, [rdnks (43
| 5 (Prshiyot; 3Lapen, (12 [clbsed

80 [pJsukim, [rdnks (4B th; [81h [ (Vdyikra

1170 wbrds, [ednks [43rd; [61h [id (Vdyikra

4294 Uekters, ednks [4bth; [61h [ [(Vdyikra

Overall, [itlis[alshall [sddra

Acharei[&IK)doshim [ade [cdmbined nl(all
|2 [mbnth [ydars [add [rdad [sdparately [inl[all
|3 [mbnth [ydars. (K [entioned, [A¢harei [is]
Shabbat [HhGadol [10.53% [of[tHe [tiine.

MITZVOT

28 Lol [tHe [813, [2Tpésitive [# (26 [ptohibitions

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>CX:Y[{Z)]EndIS>[X:Y [(IZ)]Ghdicate
startLof[h[Cparshalp’tuchallor[k’tuma
respectively. [X:Y [ik[Perek:Pasuk Lof[the
beginningUofthe [parsha; [ Z) UisCkthe
number [dflplsukim[id [the [phrsha.

Numbers[in[Jsquare[brackets][arethe
Mitzvalcbunts[df[Sefer [HlaChinuch[AND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[1HaMitzvot.[1 A=ASEI
(positive[hitzva); [I1=LAV [{prohibition) (1]
Rambam Ccounts[positives[1(248) [(land
prohibitions[(B65) [separately. (X:Y [ [the
pereklahd[phsuk[ftom Mhich[the mitzvalid

counted.

Kohen[IEirst[Aliya
| 7 [p!sukim [ITk: | (17

[P> 16:1034)] ThelfirstOpartdof
thell sedrall dealsll with0 thell Yom
Kippurll servicell inl thell Beit
HaMikdashl I SEDERO HaAvoda.
Anl emotionall elementl isl introl
ducedlwhenl thel Torahl tellsO us
that GOd0O gavel thesell commands
"afterOtheldeathsUotlAharon'stwo
sons". Well cannotl helpl butl be
strucklbyltheldcombinationloflithe
Kohenll Gadolll performingll the
loftiestloflspiritualltasksOwithOthe
backgroundl ofll personalll grief.
Thesell feelingsl arell especially
powerfull asl wel listen tol this
readingbnllY omKippurmorning.

BeforellthelServicelisOdescribed,
thell kohaniml inl generall are
warnedl notll toll enterl thel Beit
HaMikdashlotherthanOwhenOthey
havell tasksl toll performl there
[184,L68 16:2].0Itlishardlolmiss
thell additionall connectionll to
Nadavll andll Avihu,0whol entered
theOMikdashOforOtheOperformance
ofthnl'improper"Qtask.)

ThelentirelYomOKippurlservice,
withOallDoffitsOdetails,Oconstitutes
onell mitzva [185,A49 16:3].
Aharonl isl toll takel all bulld asl a
sinlbfferingll andld all raml0 asl a
burntloffering. DHelisOtoOwearDhis
speciall garmentsll (thell Kohen
GadollonllYomUKippurlalternates
betweenl hisl fulll setd ofll eight
garmentslhndikpeciallketloflfour
purel whitell garmentsl whichl he
worellwhenlhellentereddtheOHoly
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oflHolies).

Thell Kohenll Gadolll washesl his
handslhndlfeetltenltimesthroughl
outltheldaylanddimmerseslinOa
mikvehl fivell times.0 "From0 the
People",0Aharonltakesltwollgoats
forUsinlofferingsdandlalramOaslan
Olah.[Thelbulldsthnhtonementlfor
Aharonl andll thell kohanim.l Lots
werellcastltoldeterminelwhichlof
theltwollidentical)lzoatsOwvasltolbe
offered asll all korbanll andd which
wasl sentll outl alivell intol the
wildernesslhslthelbcapegoat.

SDTY: Therelarelbwoveryldifferent(styles
of Isinl [T rejecting! what \Gd| says| and
distancingl oneself! from![ the Divine, [and
violating[His[¢ommandslin anlattempt(io
getl closer[ to Him.[ Most[ sinis[of the
formerltype, [thatlof Nadav!and Avihuhwas
oflthe!latter kind. (Corresponding!fothese
twoloppositemnotivations|forisin, elhave
twol speciall offerings onl Yom! Kippur[ 1]
onel lthat! lwas( loffered! linsidel Ithel | Beit
HaMikdash, itsU] blood] actually being
brought(into(thel KodsheilKodoshim, [and
thellother! being( Isent[ \completely laway
from(the|Beit HaMikdash. Notelthat both
goats[werelidentical; [ sins[canbe both
qualitativelydifferent and Verylsimilarlat
thelsameltime.

ThelKohenlGadollOperformstalllof
thell dutiesl ofll thell Day,l with
minimall assistancell froml other
kohanim.l0 Thel Holyl ofll Holies
filledOwithlbmokeldromlthelncense
offeringlwhem0thellKohenlOGadol
entered.0 Thell servicell ofl Yom
Kippurlislbomplex;[tlsdetailedlin
thelrepetitionloflktheMusaflAmida
onllYomUKippurlashwelllaslinOthe
Torahlteading.

Lewi[[[$econd[Aliya
7 [plsukim [[IIk: | 8[24

Thislportionlkontinuesltoescribe
thell complexl 0 servicel ofll Yom
Kippur.l[AmonglthellmanytasksIbf
thelKohenlGadollonOY omKippur,
isl VIDUID onl behalfll offl allll the
peopleloflIsrael.0Hisconfessionlof
sinlmustbelaccompaniedbylthat
ofll eachll Jew,O ifl complete
atonementl isl tol bell achieved.
Rambaml saysl thatl therell is
"communalll forgiveness"l  for
"minor"doffenses,0butlmajorsins
requirelthatOthellindividualldolUhis
ownlT'shuva,Usoltolspeak.0Even
whenll therell is "communal
forgiveness",[hnindividuallktillthas
tolbelpartlofllthel communitylin
orderltolbenefitlfromMit.0HeOwho
distancesl himselfll from0 the
communitylldoeslnotlreceivelthe
benefitsl ofl communall prayer,
repentance,hndhtonement.qOver
simplified,folbelsure,butkherells
alpointthere.)

Shhlishi[Third[Aliya
| 0[plsukim [Tk:25[34

ThelTorahlcontinuesltetailinglkhe
YomKippurlkervice.OltOconcludes
withOalreiterationOoflthelrulesdof
YomUKippurlforeachOofllus,0and
thelbtatementthatitheDaylbflly om
Kippurlhelpslbringlhtoneimentlto
thell People.O It0 is0 thusl thel Day
itself,0 thell Templel service,
communallprayer,JANDUOourlindil
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viduall prayer,d T'shuva,ll confesl
sion,OandOfastinglthatOcombinelto
attainl truel forgivenessl forl ourl
selveslhndhllbflsrael.

R 'vi'i[[Eburth[Aliya
7 [plsukim [II7: 1 (7

It0 isO forbidden( tol slaughterd an
animallthatOisOtoObelofferedlasla
korban,0outsidelthel areal ofll the
BeittHaMikdash [186,L90 17:3].

Similarly, [it[i$ (fbrbidden [to [dlaughter[dn
animal CJfor Cpersonal Cuse CwithinClthe
precincts of[Jthe [TTemple.[JACkorban
slaughtered [dutside[id[idvalid [ahd [ohust Bk
burned, "personal” [mheat[idside[id likewise
forbidden.[IBoth[are Clwasteful,[lhence
sinful, [dcts hich[dan[dven[He[donstrued
as[alférm[df(bloodshed, [Becauseltheylale
worselthan[sknseless.[NMotel[that[Juidaism
does[hot[Jorbid[the[klaughter [bf[Chn
animal orCkorbanot, [(food, Cand Cbther
benefitstd [lumankind. Butlidltdkesalvery
dimview[ofCluseless[hndCldestructive
killing.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [I1117:8[118:5

ThelTorahlOreiteratesOthelprohibill
tionl ofll slaughteringl korbanot
"outside"Dandlstatesdemphatically
thatlitOisOforbiddenOtoleatOblood.
Bloodlsymbolizesllife.0OWhenlone
slaughtersl all birdl or0 al "wild"
animall(e.g.OdeerlMaslopposedlito
thelldomesticatedfarmOanimallfor
whichlthisimitzvalldoesthotlhpply),
itDisd requiredd toll coverl thel first
amountll ofll bloodl withl "dust"
(sand,0sawdust,letc.) [187,A147

17:13].0ThelprohibitionsOrelating
tolbloodlrelirepeatedhndlbtresse.
Bloodl offl korbanotl goesl onl the
AltarfasOanOatonement;ObloodOof
animalsOthatOarednotOeligibledfor
korbanotimustlbeltovered.

Clarification...[Mammals[divideidto
twoll categories:[] B'HEIMAL] and
CHAYA.[Kosher[B'HEIMA[1ITkow,
goat,[Aind[3heep [ITareMfit(or[the
Altar".[They[dreldotlihcludedlih[the
mitzva[Lof[KISUILIDAM, [ dovering[the
blood.Theirblood[islcbnsideredltd bk
"atoning".[(INo LCHAYA [ [t [for[the
Mizbei'ach.[Among[the [birds, [dnly tvo
types[Ithe[dovelahd[theltlrtledove ]l
areldverlsed[aks[Korbanot.[All[dther
birds[chnnot[Heldorbanot.[Therefore,
thelrlile for birds fdllows[the [majority,
and[dovering[the[Hlood[appliesltb [l
birds[{includingCHoves [ TTWwhenhot
beinglofferedas kbrbanot).

In[durCkveryday"[experience,[Whenal
cowlidlshaughteredlforfdod,[the blood
of[the[Sh'chitalid [dot[dovered.[MVhen
chickens[J are[] slaughtered,[] the
additional LJmitzvalJofCcoveringLlthe
blood[{additional (to[ the [initzval bf
Sh'chita)Capplies.[dtLis[Horbidden[to
slaughter[dldhicken Without[dovering
thefirst[gush [df[Blood With[dandldr

sawdust.

[P> 18:15)]Chapterll 8[tontains
thel manyl forbiddenll sexual
relationships.OFirstOtherelisfalgenO
erallwarninglagainstcopyinglthe
negativelpracticeslofIEgyptl(from
whencellwellcame)landOthoselof
thelpeopleslofliCanaanl(todwhere
wellarellgoing).0Welhavelonlylto
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followlthelawslhndktatuesflGId
andlivelbylthem.

Observation...Hlooking[at[thefirst
few[d'sukim[dfMayikra[1l8, [the fbllow
thoughtjumpedLbut:[This[teads[ds
another[way[Jto[Junderstand[]the
statement[df[Bkavya[Ben[Mahalaleil [ih
thelfirst[ndisha [of[Avot BITKnowftom
where[Youldame[{Egypt),[Ho[ivhere
youldre[going[{Canaan),[dnd[Before
Whom youlwillChave[(to[kive[hn
accounting, [lylouldopy[the[abominal]
tions cflelther.

SDPY: Fromlithelterm V'CHAI BAHEM,
"and[Tive by them", [ wel arel taught[ two
important!¢oncepts. [ Judaism!|is hotjust a
religion; (itlis alway ofllife. [Furthermore,
thispasuklis(onelof) (thelsource(s) of the
concept! that'many [ mitzvotl arel to LIVE
by, Unottoidiel by, Uand [ therefore may
(must)1 beviolatedlinl lifelthreatening
situations.\Rememberthough, that this
does not applytoalllinitzvot[ 1Twel lso
havelthe conceptlof belkilled vather than
violate"[Jforallselect[few imitzvotland
extremelsituations.

Shishi [I8ixth[Aliya
| 6 [plsukim [[IIB:6 2

[S> 18:601)]01t0isOprohibitedlto
bell intimatel withd anyl ofll the
forbiddenll relations [188,L353
18:6].

[S> 18:71)]0Homosexuallrelal
tionsl arell forbiddenll withll one's
father [189,L351 18:7],0(in0addil
tionOtolthelgenerallprohibitionlof
homosexualltonduct).

Onell mayll notll havell sexual

relationsl  withd hisl mother
[190,L330 18:7],

[S> 18:80(1)]0 hisl father'sl wife
(evenlifll shel isO notd hisd mother)
[191,L331 18:8],

[S> 18:90(1)]0 hisl sisterd (from
samelfatherlorl motherorboth)
[192,1332 18:9],

[S> 18:1001)]0hisOgranddaugher
from0alson [193,L334 18:10]0or
froml all daughter [194,L335
18:10],0 his daughter [195,L336
18:10],

Note: This[drohibitionli$[derivedBy
KALMACHOMER, [theldgical[rkason[]
ing[that[if[alchan[is[fbrbidden[tb[Have
relations[With [His[gFanddaughter,[How
much [thore[sb[i3 [He [fbrbidden [tb [His
daughter.[Withoutlekplicitly [shying s,
thisLis[3tillLéounted[As[bnel bf[ the
Torah's[grohibitions.[Andlsbmeldom[]
mentaries[] suggestl] that[] it[] was
purposely [aught [do [iis [dhisivay (o
teach us[] the[] power] of L1 KAL
VACHOMER.

[S> 18:111)]0ThelTorahlsingles
outltheldaughterlotlone'slfather's
wifelhndforbidslrelationsOwithlher
[196,L333 18:10]Malthoughlshelis
hislkister,hlreadybeinglforbidden
tolthimbylmitzvall# 192.0Therelhre
differentlopinionslhstolthelkignifill
cancell andll ramificationsl ofll this
"seemingly"ll extraneousl prohibill
tion.O ThisOorohibitionlsldefinitely
notlalfather'sOwife'sddaughterfthat
isthothlthildbfltheather,Owhatdn
today'sll terminologyl is all stepl
sister,0becauselhalachicallylthere
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istholprohibitiondnkhatltase.)

[S> 18:12[@1)]00Onedmaylhotthave
relationsl with[ his paternall aunt
[197,L340 18:12],

[S> 18:13[O1)]0norOhisOmaternal
aunt [198,L341 18:13],

[S> 18:14(1)]0nor0maylalman
havell homosexuall relations with
hisd uncle [199,L352 18:14]0 or
relall tionsOwithOhisOuncle'sOwife
(hislhunt) [200,L342 18:14].

[S> 18:151)]00nelmaylhotthave
relationsfwithOhisOdaughterlindaw
[201,L343 18:15],

[S> 18:16[01)]0hisObrother'sOwife
[202,L344 18:16]0(exceptlforlthe
uniquelcircumstancesloflYIBUM,
inll whichl casel it notl onlyl is
permitted,butltOshlnitzva).

[S> 18:170 (14)]0 AO manl is
forbiddenOto0havelrelationsOwith
hisll wife'sll motherl orll daughter
[203,L337 18:17],0 or0 grandl
motherll orll granddaughterl from
sonlorlldaughter [204,205;[1.338,
339 18:17].

All manl mayll notl havel relations
withOhisOwife'sOsister,0duringdthe
wife'sll lifetimell M evenl ifl he
divorcedl herl first [206,00L345
18:18].

RelationswithhOwomanlnlhlktate
ofINIDAisOforbidden [207,[1.346
18:19].

RelationsOwithOaOmarried0dwoman
isOforbidden.d(ThisOprohibitionlis
countedlelsewhere,0butlrestated

herelwithOalllthelotherOforbidden
relationships.)

ItHisOforbiddenltolgivelone'slchild
toll thel paganl ritualsl ofl Molech
[208,L7 18:21];Mthshkhefultimate)
desecration[bfliGId'sthame.

Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
9pIsukim [IIIB:6 2l

Homosexualll actsl arel forbidden
[209,0 L350 18:22].0 Sexual
behaviorBwvithlhnimalsOsforbidden
forl men,0 women [210,211;
L348,349 18:23].

WellmustnotOdefiledourselvesOby
doinglanyll ofll thel above.l These
abominablell practicesl defilel the
Landl andl resultl inl expulsion
therefrom.0WelmustOscrupulously
shunltheselpractices.

Note:[In[hddition[ ko[ khe[ITorah's
prohibitions,[there[Are[nany[bther
relations[that[the[Sages[fbrbid[ih[the
spiritlofithe Morah's[pFohibitions.

Haft¢ara 21+ [plsukim
Mal’achi314 214

Unlikelthe[fburlrkcentlspecial [Shabbatot,
whenOve[Fead[Ch[kpecial [ MaftirCIn[Ch
secondMorah, [fbr[Shabbat[HaGadol[that
is[dotlthe[chse.[MVeldseldnly[dne[Torah
for[Parshat[HaShavua.[Wel lo[tead[2
special[(Haftara.[3ome[Hay[1o[dead[his
haftaraCdnlyWhen [3habbat[HaGadol [iks
Erev[Pesach.[Others[kay[to[Lise[this
haftaralbnly[vhenShabbat[HaGadol [k
NOT [Brev[Besach.[Common[gracticelis
to[tead[itCdbn[Shabbat[HaGadol Lin [All
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cases, [preemptinglthe [rbgularHaftara.

ThelhaftaraOspeakslofffaithfulness
toTorahlandOtheOpromiseloflithe
comingloflEliyahulHaNavilas[the
harbingerl ofll thell Complete
Redemption.OThatlthelsecond,to
somellextent,ldependslonlthellirst
canllbelseenlinOthelclosenesslof
thel followingl twoll phrases:
ZICHRUIOD TORATIO MOSHE...
(rememberlthelTorah,0andOkeep
it),landIHINEIDANOCHIOISHOLEIO
ACHIOLACHEM...Oand0ifllyoulldo,
thenOOwillkend[Eliyahu...

Note:[Theldenultimate[(hext[tb[the[ldst)
pasuk[idlrépeated ak[the [cbncluding[phsuk
ofCthe[haftara. [TrhisCds[CHone (ol knd
TreilAsar[dn[alpbsitive [nbte.

K'doshim

30th Lod (54 [sddras; [Tth [od (10 [id (Vayikra
Written [oh (109 (Tibes [id[aTTdrah, [rAnks [49th
4[Phrshiyot; RLopen, [([Icbsed

64 [psukim, ednks [49th; [9th [l [Vayikra

868 [wbrds, [xdnks [49th; [9th [id[(Vdyikra

3229 [ekters, Lednks [49th; [9th [ [(Vayikra

K'doshim [islalvdry [sHort [sddra [dhly [STcddras
are [sHorter. [Biit [itTistHe [rdlost [mitzva [ddnse
sedra [inl[tHe (Tdrah. [Add [itTeden (has [many [more
mitzvot [tHan (it} [alieady (Takge [nimbers [indicate.

MITZVOT

51 Luditzvot, (I3 [pbsitives [# (38 [ptohibitions

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

Kohen[IFirst[Aliya
| 4[p!sukim [LIID: | (T4

[S> 19:10(22)] BED HOLY!O O
HOW?0In0lightOofOthelexceptiond
allyllargellnumberl ofl mitzvotlin
thislsedra,lonelcanOfairlylassume
thatlthelhnswerltolthatljuestion[s
Mbylthelobservancelofllmitzvot.
Thislimeansmorelthan'justlgoing
throughlthelmotions".OItdmeans(a
Torahlwayloflife,dmitzvotOforOthe
rightOmotivesdanddwithOtheOright
KAVANAILhndlenthusiasm.

Onel mustl reverel hisll parents
[212,0A211 19:3],0yetlkeeplthe
Shabbat,ll meaningll (amongl other
things)0 that0 ifll one's parentsO tell
him[kolviolatethelShabbatforlhny
othermitzvalMlTorahlordainedUor
rabbinic),0 hell may[l notl listenl to
them.O(Neitherlmaylhelbeldisrel
spectfull inl0 his0 refusall tol obey
them.)OParentslandOtheirOchildren
arelalllcommandedOtolkeeplthe
Shabbatandhllinitzvot).

Well mayll notl "turnl towards"
idolatryl in0 thoughtO orl words
[213,L10 19:4]hordmaylwelinake
idols [214,L3 19:4].0This0Ospecifll
icallyl prohibitsl making[l idols0 for
others.l Bothl thesell mitzvotl are
amongll thell manyl thatl are
designedltolkeeplthelewltarthway
from0Odolatry.
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KorbanotOmustlbelofteredlinOthe
BeitlHaMikdashlinOalOproperQand
pleasingllmanner.[Specifically,llone
mustl keepl tol thel timel limits
presentedlforleatinglsacreddmeat
[215,L131 19:8].Violationlkarries
aldeathlpenaltyfromtheaven.

Watchl thisl nextO setl ofll mitzvot:
Leavell thel cornerl ofll your( field
uncut,OsolthatOpoorpeopledmight
comell andl findl grain tol reap
[216,A120 19:10];0 dol notl reap
yourlentirelfield [217,A210 19:9].
Al positivel mitzval andld a
prohibitiondthatObasicallylsaylthe
samelthing.0Here'slanotherlpair:
LeavelthelgleaningsOofllthelfield
ford thelpoor [218,A121 19:10];
dolnotOtakelthelgleanings [219,
L211 19:9].0AndOthenOtheseltwo
pairsbflimitzvotthreldoubledlhgain
Meachbpairloflmitzvotlisdcounted
separatelylhslhppliedohvineyard
[220223;0A123124,[1212213
19:9010].

Oneldenses[that[the[Torah[ik[dsing
thisLdcompoundingofLmitzvot[Lto
emphasize[ht[least[ twol[ hspects[ bf
these[nhitzot:[[Il ] [that[We[ake[dot[the
real[dwners[df(the Tand TG [d[G8; e
arelthelldnd's[guardians.[MVel[ohust[do
His[Hidding[Without[kuttingldorners"
(punlihtended).[q2][that[Joor[deople
haveltb[Belthken[groperldare[df,[By
following[Llthe Llmitzvot[]and[lbeing
inspired[td[dbleVen(moreforthem.

Stealing [224,L244 19:11],0denyl
inglholdingthatlwhichlbelongslko
someonellelse [225,L248 19:11],
andlswearingltolthatleffect [226,

L249 19:11]lhrelhllforbidden.

Swearinglfalsely [227,L61 19:12]
isforbidden.

Observations:[1"A"[lent[1'B"his
laptop [ahd {ater [B[denies[that[He [Has
A's[Thptop,[dAnd[then[dwears[that[He
doesn't[Havelit.[@Dnelchight[think[that
there[are[two[Violations[here.[But
actually,[therelalelthree.[Mitzva[[226]
overlapsbbth[225]ahd[227].

Onl[dnother[dote... Thatlthe[Torah
saysldne[Who[slvears[falsely [disgraces
Gld's[name[Bly[doing[sb, [is[ekhoed By
Rambam[] when[] hel[] distinguishes
between[[3erious"[sinslahd[ight" [sins.
Rambam[] puts[] into[ the[ serious
category[dll[dins[dhat[darry[d[death
penalty...[landClswearing[falsely.[1So
destructivelale[flse[ahd[vhin [daths[td
theluhderpinnings[dfisbciety, [that[it[id
placedWith[the[dapital[dffenses,[dven
though[fhlse[baths[dre[hot,[per e,

capitalloffenses.

Withholdingll someone'sll property
[228,L247 19:13].0robbery [229,
L245 19:13],0and0delayingll payll
mentl ofll all laborer [230,L238
19:13]0 arell prohibited.0 Most
peoplelwouldlbrobablylrationalize
thell situationl andl notl consider
delayingll paymentlasl all form0 of
theft.0ThelTorahfimplieslthatOone
islcanbe?)hskeriouslhslthelbther.

Something[tb[cbnsider[cbncerninglthe
prohibition[df[delaying[dayment[tb[d
worker[@nd[the[pbsitive mitzvaltd [phy
onl[time).Mherelale[mhany [situations[id
ourl] everyday[] life[] wherell this
mitzvalphir[] are[] present,[] usually
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without[dur[dealizing[it.[Youlfake[d
taxilride.[Paying[the[fire[at[the[ehd[df
your[ddeli$[alrhitzva.[Thelthxildriver
has[CWworked[for[youlhnd[youlhre
obligated[tb [pay (Him [dn [time[ahd ot
toldelay[ayment.[Ih [slich[allchundane
situation, Lbne[hardly[thinksLbf[ the
mitzva, ChorCdoesCbnetunBfoul Cof
these[Llcommandments[[lso[Ihave
KAVANA[fdrtheselmitzvothenlybu
pay [the[dtiver.

[tOisOforbiddendtoldcurselalfellow
Jew [231,L317 19:14];0andlone
maylnotOplacelalstumblinglblock
beforell thell blind [232,L299
19:14],0meaningl[notdexclusively]
thatll onell mayll notl misleadl or
entraplbthers.OCarelinustbellaken
notl toll misleadl anyone,l even
inadvertently.d Thisl canl include
stretchingll thell truthO orl saying
somethinglthatOisOnotOactuallyla
lie,0butlitOwilll conveyltolothers
thatl whichl is0 not0 reallyl so.
(Helpinglsomeoneldolthelwrong
thinglisOpartdofOthisOprohibition00
evenliflthelotherlknowslwhatlhe's
doinglhndBwvantstoldolOtthnyway.)

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
8[p!sukim [IIIP: | 522

Dolnotlpervertljustice [233,L273
19:15],0 norl showl honorl toll a
prominentl personl duringll al trial
[234,L275 19:15].0 Wel must
alwaysl carryll outll truell justice
[235,A177 19:15].0 Oncell again,
noticel thatll well havel all positive
mitzvalwhich,linlessence,lisOthe
"flipside"Hoflseverallprohibitions,

thelviolationdoflwhichOresultsOin
distortinglhndlpervertingQustice.

Neitherl gossipl norll slanderl (no
differencelwhetherwhatlyoulsay
islkruelorlfalse) [236,L301 19:16];
dolhotlktandbylwhilelyourlfellow
isll inll dangerll offl life,0 limb,0 or
property [237,L297 19:16].0 Do
notlhatelyourlfellowlJewlinyour
heart [238,302 19:17];0eproach
sensitivelylyourltellow [239,A205
19:17]0 beingl carefull tol avoid
embarrassingl him [240,L303
19:17]evenBvhenlteproaching).

DollnotOtakelrevenge [241,L304
19:18]0norlbearlalgrudge [242,
L305 19:18];0 "Lovel thyl neighll
bor..." [243,A206 19:18].0Notice
theltonstantteminder:0'IlhmOGOd",
orbwordsholthatlkeffect.Beinghice
tolotherslishotlusthice;[tisOoart
ofll Torahl andll thel fulfillmentl of
Gld'stommandments.

It0 isO forbiddenO tol crosslbreed
animalsboflidifferentlspecies [244,
L217 19:19],0tolsowlmixedlseeds
[245,L215 19:19],0 andl tol wear
Shaatnez,0mixturesl ofl woolland
linendnharment.

Nextl wel findl thel complicated
issuell offl thell atonementl for
improperlrelationsdwithOalmaidl
servantwhollisOpartiallylfreedland
partiallyltilllhlblave.

ShlishilIThird[Aliya
| 0[pIsukim [I19:23

[P> 19:23M10)] Fruitsboflthelfirst
threell yearsl ofll all tree's lifel are
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forbidden,li.e. JORLA [246,L192
19:23].0ThelfourthOyear'sOyieldlis
sacred [247,A119 19:24]0 and
mustl bell eatenl onlyl in Yerul
shalayim,0 orll redeemedl andl the
moneylusedforfoodhnddrink[in
Yerushalayim.OFromOthelfifth[year
on,Othelfruitsfaredpermitted.0One
mayl notl eatl gluttonously [248,
L195 19:26].00nelmaymhotltonsult
andl relyll onll omens,l divination,
conjuring,brlhstrologylpredictions
forlthelfuture [249,250;1.32,33
19:26].IBhavingltheltemplelhrealbf
thelheadlisOforbidden [251,[143
19:27]asllislkhavinglthelfaceOwith
alkazor [252,L44 19:27].

Permanentltatooinglisl forbidden
[253,L41 19:28].0 Protectl your
daughtersll froml loosel behavior.
KeepltheShabbatlhndrespectlkhe
placelofitheMikdashl(evenOwhen
nollBeitOHaMikdashlOstandsOthere)
[254,A21 19:30].00v0andOYid'oni
(mediumsthndwizards)lhreforbidl
den [255,256;18,9 19:31].00ne
mustlriselandlotherwiselrespect
thel elderlyll andl Torahll scholars
[257,(A209 19:32].

This[ast[CparshalChas[been[purposely

presentedhere[ds[bne[Funldnparall

graph[toLgive[theHlavor[bfl the[Way
these[hitzvot [y [dtYou"Without[the
parshalBreaks[YoulightLéxpect.[One
gets[thelféeling[that[therelid[sbmething
holding[these[diverse[mhitzvotltbgether.
K'doshim[lih'yu,[Be[Holy, [perhaps.

R 'vi'i[[Eburth[Aliya
5[plsukim [IIIB:33[37

[S> 19:33[05)] Onelimusthotltake
advantagelbflthehewcomerliolthe
Land0 (convertll and/or0 stranger).
Thellconvertlshalllbeltreatedlwith
love;0 well mustl learnd from0 our
Egyptianllexperience.OltisOforbidl
denl tol cheatl withl anyl false
measures [258,L271 19:35];0one
mustdbel honestlindweightsl and
measures [259,A208 19:36].0The
parshall finishes withd another
summarytypeloffpasukIIKeeplhll
oftlGId'slbtatutesthnddaws.OThis,hs
mentionedl earlier,0 isl howl one
strivesltolheightsloflholinessdand
spirituality.

€hamishiGth[Aliya
7 [plsukim [I120: 1 (7]

[P> 20:1027)] Thelpunishment
forll Molechl worshipll (all perverse
idolatrouslpracticellnvolvinglthildl
sacrifice)lisldeathbylstoning.0GOd
willl cutlofflithelonelwholserves
Molech.Oflkocietylloeshotpunish
thelviolator,0GOdOwill.0SoOtoolfor
thelpracticebflOvhndlyYid'oni.

HerelagainOwelfind0dallsummary
pasuk,l thisl timel focusingll on
K'dusha,holiness,Oratherthanlthe
keepingbflinitzvot.

Sanctifyliyourselflhndbelholy,bays
GId,ForOhmHaShemByourlGId.

Shishi [[Bixth[Aliya
| 5[pIsukim [[120:8[212

Preservell thell statutesdl andl do
them,0 for0 GOdO sanctifies us
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becauselbflburlHeeds.

Cursingllone'slparents,levenlafter
theirl deaths,0isOforbidden [260,
L318 20:9],htapitallbffense.

Thel Torahl nextl reiterates the
forbiddenlrelationshipsOthatOwere
taughtl atl thell endl ofll Parshat
Acharei.llTheylhreltapitalbffenses.
ThelkpecificldeathOpenaltiesvary,
butl it isO in0 thel contextld that
Rambamllearnslthelcommandlto
Sanhedrinl toll carryll outl the
punishmentlofll"internaldburning"
whenll calledl for [261,A208
20:14].

Again,thellTorahltommandsuslto
preservelalllofllithedmitzvot,Othus
preventingl thell Landd from
expellingl us.0 ThisO raisesl the
stakes,l soll toll speak.l Wel are
presentedlwith[blhegativelkesultlf
welfailltoOremainQfaithfullto0GOd.
Gd'sfplanfforfthedPeopleloflisrael
was/isltolbringlustolEretzOYisrael
andl therel wel willl livel lives of
Torahll andl Mitzvot. Well really
cannotsayltolHim,dthanksOforthe
Land,0 butl nol thanks[ as0 far0 as
commitmentl tol mitzvotld is
concern.l(NorldoeslitOworkOvice
versa.)

Sh'VII[I8kventh[Aliya
5[plsukim I120:23[27

It0 isO forbiddenl tol followl the
practicesloflithelnationsdamongst
whomU0 wel findl ourselves [262,
L30 20:23].0ThisOISUROappliesOto
idolatrouslpractices,dimmoralland
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immodestld acts,d andd thatd which
hasll noll apparentll reason.0 Not
forbiddenl wouldl bel thingsl like

medicallpersonnellvearingBvhite.

In0 orderl toll inheritl thel landl of
Israel,welmustlnotbehavellinlthe
abominablellwayslofllnationswho
precededlus.0Welmustistinguish
betweenlkosherlandlnonlkosher
animalsl(and0lifelstyles);O0welmust
belholylandOdistinctlOfromUothers.
Welhrelhothutomaticallyldifferent
frombhnyonelklse.0TorahOnakeslis
different. TorahlO givesO usl our
uniquelidentities.

MaftirlisOthelfinald30p'sukimO@Ma
powerfulll summaryll offl alll the
mitzvotbflAchareillK'doshim.

Haf¢aralb[plsukim
Amos E7 I:[IS very[short[hhftara

ThelhaftaralbasicallylclarifiesOthe
"deallpart"Dotlthellcommandtobe
holy.0AmoslstressesOthatdwelwill
bel justl likel alll otherd ofl GOd's
childrenl onll Earth...0ifl well don't
remainlfaithfullto0GId.O0Becauselif
well do,0 andl keepl thel mitzvot
sincerely,l thenl thell promisesl of
theTorahOwilllbelrealizedlandwe
willlbeluniquelhmonglthelhations.
It'sliplolus.Orhat'sburlthallenge.

cont.lonp.51



‘DivreiCMenachem
ItDisOnot[oftenthat'ParshatJ/Acharei
occurs[onShabbat HaGadol,as[if to
usher(inPesach.Evenlasiwe[preparefo
rid[] ourselves[] of(] Chametz, ] both
physicalland[spiritual, thelservicelof
the[1Kohen[] GadolJon[lYom[]Kippur,
poignantly[]described[lin[lthe sedra,
reminds(us(that/wel[were[created/with
thepropensityto belforgivenand for
our(sins[]tollbel carried[] away(]like
discarded[Chametz/ ITespeciallylat/the

point[lwherel]the[lgoat[was[Isent[]to
Azazel.

Thel] long(] process(] of(] thel] Avoda
consisted/oflamumber(of(sacrificesland
ceremonies, eachof[whichlatoned(for(a
differentsin[of (iwhich( the[peopleor
kohanim[were[Jculpable[][T]including
desecrating/the[Mishkan[or harboring
improper(] thoughts[] (Artscroll).[] The
responsibilityofl theofficiating[ Kohen
Gadollwas[of(untold proportions, for
hisCconfession((whileleaningon[ithe
doomed[lhelgoat) hadlthe[power[to
(partially)atone(for(the rebellious sins
ofithepeople.

Blessedlare[the[peopleliwhoselleader
declares(] his[] sins[] publicly[] before
asking[penitencel forthecommunity.
Blessedl arelthelpeopleliwhoselleader
offers/lupllincensellin[the[Tholiest[of
places[as[al penitencelforslanderous
talk, (without[iwhich[honel[of the other
ceremonies/would[beleffective (Yoma
44a).

MayChodeshNissanusherlin/alyearof
renewal “and[brotherhoodsothat[by
next[[Yom[ Kippur(there will[bellless
need(for(suchrituals.

VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: [ /now! that!\we lare
supposedto éat less|than ak’zayit of karpas,
but'I'am not clear why. What happens'if
someone'does'have alk’zayit?

ANSWER: This question features
theloverlap [ofla few(areas(ofhalacha.

Thel ffirst[lquestion[lis[ whether[it[lis
indeed[Jenough( to[]eat[Iless[Ithan(]a
k’zayitl oflkarpas,[as(in[general,[such
anlamount(is(not[¢onsideredhalachic
eating.[ Rambam[ (Chametz[ U’ Matza
8:2)lactuallytequires(eating(a(k’zayit,
but(weldccept/the[Rosh’s opinion(that
itlisnnecessaryBecauselthe thitzvalis
not[aldlassiclonelofléatingkarpas(but
oflincorporating[itCintheJorder Cof
observances! (seel Beit[ Yosef,[ Orach
Chayim@473).

Wel prefernot[having[al k’zayit[ ito
avoidtwoldoubts regardingb'rachot. If
welateldk’zayit, [itwould [be tinclear if
wel would[ need[Jal b'rachal lacharona
after(eating/(itfor(the following[reason.
Usuallylonelmakes(alb'rachalacharona
on[whatlieeatsbefore(ameal (Mishna
B'rural1176:2).[However, one[ ofl the
exceptions[is 'when[the b'rachahe
madebefore[that foodexempts Thim
fromlalb'rachalonlalfoodthat[ould
normally[take"al[‘b'rachallduring[the
meal.[That[linkage[ connectsthe two
eatings(and(allowsBirkat[HaMazon[fo
relate[tothe [food [beforethe meal
(ibid.).[Regarding dur(case, therelis(a
machloketabout[the[reason[for[the
consensus(that(there[is[nolb'rachalof
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Borei PrilHa’ Adamalon[Maror.[The
Rashbam((Pesachim(114b)(says(thatlit
is(because(the[b'rachamade(on Karpas
coverslit.[This(isnot[simple(given [that
the [(hopefully)long(section [ofimaggid
separateslthetwo. Iflit[does [Cover, then
karpasJis[Jconnected Jto[Ithe[Imeal,
making[Jallb'rachallacharonalJon[Jit
unnecessary, évenliflhelate alk’zayit.
Indeed,[1the ] Shulchan[J Aruch[1(OC
473:6),while[suggesting[toeat[less
thanalk’zayit,[says that[holb'racha
acharonalis[imadelevenliflonelatela
k’zayitlofl karpas[(see[MishnalBerura
473:56).

The[GRA(to[OC[473:6)[ claims|[that
the[Ramalwould (notlagree(to[connect
karpasand maror(bBecause lieldonsiders
theldelayforMaggid(dhalachicbreak.
Evidenceloffthissthe[Rama’sfuling
requiring/dmew(b'rachalforthe’second
cuplofiwinel(see[Shulchan[Aruchland
Rama,[OC[474:1).[According[tolthis
approach,[the[Ramaldoesmot[tequire
Borei[PrilHa’ Adamalon tharor because
ofltheRi’s[Opinion[(Tosafot, Pesachim
115a)that,[sincellit[Jis[leaten[after
HaMotzi, maror is subsumed inder the
meal. [IThus[ithere[lis[nol[iconnection
between [theB'rachot(on karpas(andion
maror[andliflone(wereltoleat[d [k’ zayit
ofl karpas,[ hel would[ need[ al b'racha
acharona.Another(teason(to[tequire(a
b'rachalacharonalis that[the[breaklis
too long [for (Birkat[Hamazon[to[relate
back[fo[it[(Ohr[Zaru'a,[dited [in[Chazon
Ovadyal18).[Evenlafter[al[fulllimeal,
onelshould MormallyBentch Fvithin[72
minutesJofTIthe (end CoflIthe[Jeating
(Shulchan(Aruch,[(OC184:5). Because
oflall[ofTthesevaried [Opinionsand ‘the

fact[thatDwelstrive [ toJavoid Cdoubt
especially[Iregarding( /b'rachot, [ lit[]is
better[tolhavelless[than alk’zayit[of
karpas.[(On(lessthan(d k’zayit[therelis
alb'rachalrishonabut[not[ab'racha
acharonal(TShulchan Aruch, OC 210:1).

Basedlonwhat[welhavelalready(seen,
therelis[another benefitformothaving
al k’zayit[Jofl karpas.[ If wel were[ to
believe that[alb'rachalacharonawas
called[for[on[thelkarpas,[then[most
agreelthatlitlends[thelefficacyloflthe
b'rachaltishonal(the[Magen[ Avraham
190:3 [is[alhotable[exception).[Therel]
fore,[ Ithel /Borei |Pri[JHa’Adamal lon
karpas [ would[ not[ cover[ the[ maror,
which (is[pertinent(ififwe[domotldccept
theaforementioned [Ri,[that[maror[is
subsumed finder the teal. TtWould be
improper[tolunnecessarily[tequirean
extralsetofib'rachot, [dnd e Wwould mot
want[adoubtJasJto Owhetherthere
shouldbelonel{see[Chazon[Ovadya,
op.[cit.)

Another![ ] interesting[ | point[] is[] that
having[less[than[alk’zayit[ makes it
questionable Wwhether[therelis[alheed
formetilatlyadayim/beforelit[(see Bi'ur
HalachaltoDC[473:6). However,since
welanywayldo[not[makela(b'rachalon
themetilatyadayim[(becauselit(is[only
onlaldipped vegetable, riotbread), this
doubtldoesoticoncerns.

Rav[DanielMann,EretzIHemdahlnstitute

OUlsraellCenterrT52 E 16 BlAcharei/Pesach/K'doshimb771



PARSHATPARA,
PARSHATHACHODESH,
SHABBATHAGADOL([3]
by Dr.Meir Tamari

"[tis[amitzvatlasei, ihcumbent(on en
and[Women,fol$laughteralsheeplorfa
goat on[the14th[of[ Nissan, éven on
Shabbat, @fter(6(halachic)Hourslofithe
day(Jwhichlisthefimelthat[Israel left
Egypt]"J(Rambam, JHilkhot[1Korban
Pesach[71:1).[NImagine["the[Ispiritual,
emotionalJand[religious [feelings Cof
elevation and simchathatwere@roused
bylthelspectaclel ofl thousands ofl our
fathersland(mothers(streaming from/all
over[thelcountry Wwith[the[ $heepland
goats[to[Yerushalayimto[ fulfill[this
mitzva;[perhapslitlcouldbel¢compared
only[ to[theJscenesJin[ithe[ I Temple
during1Avodat[JKohen[HaGadol on
YomKippur.

ThatTvery[firstrPesachCin[Egypt“we
tookaTamb([the Egyptian god]lon the
10thCofT Nissan, keep[watchover[it
until(the14th[day{anCactCof provol]
cation[land[ bravery] then[ the lentire
assembly[ ofl Israel slaughtered(it[in
"between [ Ithel Itwol levenings"[I[thus
giving[vast[publicity[to[their[action].
Weltooksomeloflits (blood land[placed
itlon[the(doorposts(andon(the [lintels(of
thelhouses.[Later[WhenIsrael [crossed
the Jordan[River[into[ the[ Promised
Land[ but[] before[Jthey[ ] made[] any
conquest[there, "they[alsocelebrated
Pesachwith[suitable[spiritual [preparal’
tion.[Yehoshual¢ircumcised[the imale
childrenthatChadbeenbornCin[the
desert,[sincellit[Jwould[Jhavel[lbeen

immoral(toltake possession(ofitheTland
whilelthey[were[hot[broughtlintolthe
covenant[ ofl Avraham,[tol whom[the
Landhadbeenpromised. Some[400
years[later,in[the[days[of Hezkiyahu,
Israel[Tkept[Ithe Pesachwith[Jgreat
gladness/afterhie had returned Judah [fo
itsCpolitical, “economicand Cspiritual
glory[Jofl I the[Ttime [ of 1 David[Jand
Sholmo.THeMfortified Y erushalayim,
secureditsWater[Supply by buildinga
tunnel[Shilo'ach], restored theSanctity
and[]beauty[]ofl |the[]Mikdash,[land
cleansed(thelcountryloflidolatry.And
thus(did [Hezkiyahu [throughoutJudah,
and(heldiddll that[Wwas'tov'[lbetween
Manland[GId,[yashar[1Tbetween Man
and[ Man, [ lemet[ [[Tlin[ his[thoughts"
(Malbim, Divrei Hayamim Bet 31:20 21).

Korban[TPesach[IpresentsJalIspiritual
perspective[to[these[preparations[that
welcommemorate[ by studyingitCon
Erev[Pesach.

"WhenJthetime[lcame Ufor[(God[to
fulfill(His [promise[to[Avraham [Avinu,
Israelhad (holimitzvot(to[justify[their
redemption, (so[JHelgavethem [ two
mitzvot, [ that[Jofl Milalland[ Ithat[ lof
Korban[] Pesach'[] (M'chilta).[] Rabbi
Elazar(taught[they[Wwere tedeemed in
the Mmerit[of four[Mmitzvot[TTho sexual
immorality, "nomurder, nolheedless
hatredand[theyldid hot[change their
names[andtheir[language. [However,
theselaremegativemitzvotandMmerely
notlcommittingthem/is[insufficientfor
redemption. JThis[requires “icomplete
eradication [0f(the [Sins[for Which they
required[the[Jaddition[Jofl IMilalland
Korban[Pesach. Brit[Milaléntailsthree
mitzvot:[milal lwhich[lcompletes[Ithe
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bodyllby[Isanctifying[lit,[Ip'riah,[1'to
uncover',[which[énhances[and[reveals
the (mind[that incovers(the unknown,
and(hatafat/dam(that(is[the(completion
oflthe mefesh, 'bloodlis [the mefesh'. [The
KorbanPesach, [dsthe[Tzelem [Elokim,
unites mefesh, Body, [and mind. [That[is
why[themitzvaloflPesachlis fulfilled
by[taking[allambwhichhad[to[be
roasted Wwhole[TThead,bodyand Teet
intact[Tfor[each family, and[itlislas
though(thewholeloflIsrael (fulfilled (it
withJoneJlamb"[J(Shem [ IMiShmuel,
HaggadahishelPesach).

"With[thiskorban,the[Jewish[Nation
ratifies[all[its(members, [assembled[in
family[groups,as[ being[1G[d's[ flock
and(atHis(disposal,l@nd/then, in[€ating
it,[they Teceivelitselflbackagain freed
from[physical Cand[civic[death. This
bond[between Tsraelland [Gldhas [fobe
renewed[eternally,[alfenewalthat[¢an
only[beldonebythose whobelongto
Israel,[7 both[J byl nationality[] and
conviction[[eitherby[birth, ¢hoicelor
attachment],[land[only[by[one[who
bearsthe mila, thelsign 0fbelonging to
thisCbond.[This[excludes[the[Mumar
whol has[ estranged himselfl from!the
Jewish[bond[with GId, the iincircum![]
cised, thenon[Jewwhoserelation Wwith
us! ] is[ ] only[] through(| domicilel] or
contract;[donversely, (theproselyteland
evenl] the[] slave[] who[] havel] been
circumcised [ take [ part[] in[] Korban
Pesachwith’completelequality. [In[the
midstlofTthisist[ofTWho Mmaylor may
notparticipate, thereare [instruction(ds
toRow(it[is o (bel€aten, sothatrightlat
very[beginning[lit[Jis Cclear[that[not
individuals Cand Chot[yetalhationbut

homesinited [in[families [groups, [form
the [basison[iwhich[JG[d[Jbuilt[1His
Nation"[ (Rabbil S.[R.[Hirsch, Shmot
12:43(46).

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:

ThelGreat,/ButiNotlYet
Holy,[Shabbat

Therel1 arell many(] steps(] that[l we
ascendlonlourljourneytowards[the
holidaylof[Pesach. (It lis[Tas iflitlis
impossibletolJjustIplungelJintolthe
holidayCwithoutClproperCpreparation.
Thesel] steps(] includel] the(] many
specialCShabbatot thatprecedethe
holiday.[TTheyLincludetheParshiyot
of(] Shekalim, (] Zachor,[] Para,[] and
HaChodesh,andltheylculminatelthis
weekwith[1ShabbatTHaGadol,the
Great[1Shabbat,1the(final]Shabbat
beforePesach.

| fondly(remember(thelwise(oldrabbi
whosellittlershull1frequentedbefore
ITbecamerarshulrabbirmyself,(lback
inCJBaltimore.JHis[JTnameJwas[Rav
Yitzchok[/Sternhell,’may[ helrest[lin
peace.[] Hell hadll manyl] astute
observations, onlyal few[ of( which(]
recall.

InLonelof theselinsights, hel[pointed
out thatlwhen[ onel[ haslallquestion
aboutsomeaspectof(Torahstudy
and(Jfinds(lallsinglelJanswer,[Ithen,
essentially, 1therelTis[1nolllongeri]a
question.(ltlislanswered, plainlyland
simply,loncelandforall.

ButCwhenonehas[allquestionand
thereCare[’many[Janswers,[thenthe
questionlfemains(as(stronglaswhen
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ittwas[posed.[Therelis ho need(for
manyJanswers'when(therellis[lone
correct(]answer.[1Thellmultitude ] of
answers[lindicatesthat[notloneof
them] was[ sufficientl] enough(] to
completely’] resolvel] thell question
posed.

OnelJ question that] has[ received
manylanswersloveritheltenturies(is,
"WhyJis[Ithis[1Shabbat(called1the
GreatSabbath,'Shabbat ' HaGadol?"
OnelJanswer(Jpoints[toitheclosing
phraselof(thislweek'sselectionfrom
theJ Prophets, (JtheJ Haftara, J which
reads:

"Behold,1rwilllsendlyoulEliyahurthe
Prophet(beforelitheicomingllof( ithe
greatllandlawesomelday[lof(1Gd."
(Malachi3:24)

Sincelwelread(of(thethegreatiday",
welcalllitMthe[GreatShabbat."

AnotherCapproachlemphasizesthat
onltheldaysIprecedinglthe Exodus,
theJewswere(finallyrableforprepare
lambsJandJgoatsiforCthe paschal
offering. They[did solinthe facelof
their(1 Egyptian(slavel1masters,[1for
whom(] thosel] animals[] werel] con[]
sidereddivine.[Tolbelable[to fear[]
lessly(1 defy(] their(] former(] slave
masters(] was(] al] "great] miracle."
HenceltheltermtheGreatShabbat."

ThellistCofJanswersigoeson,Jand
spacel doeslhotlallowlevenlalsmall
sampleUofthe Cothers.CButClOwould
likefolsharewithlyou,dearreader,a
very[ creative approach(tol thelterm
"Shabbat[(HaGadol".IThisCapproach
iscreativelbecause,‘contrarytoall
thelotherlinterpretationswithwhich'l
amfamiliar, (this[approachsees(this

week's[Shabbathotlaslgreater’than
all'theJothersCofthelyear,Tbutas
lesser.

Thelcreativelcommentatoritorwhoml
referfis(the[ChassidicTRebbe,Rabbi
Shaulllof[IModzitz,[ Imay( herest[lin
peace.lJ HelD was(] knownU for[J his
prodigious] repertoire] of(] musical
compositions. Thelmusicallcreativity
of(RabbilShaulwas[expressedlin’his
ability[TtoIsurprisetheJearJofIthe
listener. His[homiletic[ creativitylalso
containsthelelementof surprise, [of
divergentrthinking.rUsing thissame
divergent(thinking, [ lhelheld[alvery
uniquel] andll thoughtiprovoking
approachothePesachiiHagada.

Mostrofl thereasonslthatrarergiven
forithefactithatthis'week's'Shabbat
isIcalledthe[/GreatIShabbatinsist
upon(thelsuperiorityoffthisparticular
ShabbatoverallrtheothersCof the
year.[RabbiCShauldiverges(fromCall
thesel] otherl] explanations’] and
provocatively[] suggests(] that(] this
week's[ Shabbatlisinferior tolallthe
others.

Therein[helasksthelquestion,"Why
dolJ wel praisel] this(] Shabbat(] as
'great'?(IseverySabbathimot'great'?
InC7] the T specialll blessingl that[ we
incorporatel] in(J Birkat] HaMazon,
every[1Shabbat,Twellrefer1to'this
greatClandholyShabbat... this[day
which(J is[] great(] and(] holy(] before
Thee..."

HisCsurprisingCanswer(is[ thatCevery
Shabbat[bfl thelyearlis[ both[""great
andTholy",[Tbutthisfinall1Shabbat
before[Pesachlis,(inlalcertain(sense,
merely[''great", (butnotholy".
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For[Jevery[1Shabbat,larguesIRabbi
Shaul,JhasJtwolcomponents. JWe
might(refer(tolthem[aslthel physical
componentland(thelspirituallcompol]
nent.[ThedformerCisCbuiltCintothe
cosmoslandlcanlbeltraced backlto
thelverselin(B'reishit(2:3.There, [God
blessesrandihallowstheShabbatras
part of(the[process(of creation. [ That
is[the[ Shabbatl of thel physicall rest
and(] gives[] recognition[] to1 God's
creativelpowersfandromnipotence.lt
is(holy", butlonlypotentially(so.

Thelsecondaspectofithe[Shabbatlis

alspiritualCone; ZEICHERILITZI'AT

MIZRAYIM,Dallmemorial Jday(Icelel]
bratingtheExodusfromlEgypt. [ This

has(toldowith[Jthe[lexperiencel lof

freedom, JofClbecomingalnation, Cof

undertakinglanthistoricalmission.

On(thisllast[Shabbatibefore[Pesach,
thelExoduslhadinotlyetitakeniplace.
Andso,Jthe[(1Shabbatwasmerely
GADOL,[great.[On(that'Shabbat,the
Jew(] couldl] only(] celebratel his
freedom(fromlutterlbondagelandrhis
ability ) to] defy(] his[J formerJ slave
master.[Thatwas("great"buthotlyet
"holy".[Heldidnot[yet'havelalsense
of I spiritualJfreedomJand(Jreligious
destiny.

Onlyafter[ the[ first day[ of[ Pesach,
withJ the actualJ departure] from
Egypt,fandithemarchrintothedesert
andtowardsMount(Sinai, could(the
Jewslbegintorsenselthat[something
"holy"CwasTlin[storefor[them.Only
thencould[theybegintolanticipate
notCjust'great"freedom,but"holy"
freedom,linJ order[]to[] sensellthat
somethinglspirituallandholy"waslin
store.

After(thatfirstrPesachrday, andwith
every[lensuingJShabbatIsince, 'the
Jewish[ peoplelexperienced notljust
"algreat[Shabbat", butlalgreatand
holy(8habbat."

Shabbat( priortol Pesachlis["great",
butmotlyetfullyholy".fAfter[Pesach,
everyShabbatlistransformediand(is
not(]onlyl1"great", ] but(] "great(]and
holy".[7 Pesachll and(] all”] thatr7 it
symbolizesfaddsfamewldimensionfo
every[Shabbatthatfollowsit.

ThisTweek, then, lwelTrememberia
Shabbatllongragolthat wasthellast
of(the[merely["great"['Shabbatot: A
Shabbatronlyrofltespite[fromrslavish
toil, Cof reliefl from(physicall slavery.
Nextweek, afterlwe[told the [full
narrative(] of(] thell Exodus[l and
experiencel all of[ the Seder( night's
richf1 symbolism] and[l profound
lessons,welwillTbelableltorcelebrate
alcompleteShabbat, "a’Shabbatof
spiritual JfreedomJandOfull Oreligious
significance.1 Not[0 just[l "Shabbat
HaGadol",[1but(]"Shabbat1HaGadol
v'haKadosh".

ThelSonglofithelSea’s

EuphorialturnsiBitter
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim(Sprecher

Dean[0f[Students,DiasporallY eshiva

AfterlIShiratHayam,[thellSongllofllthe
Sealbraising[GIH{Sh'motll 5: 101 8)[has
beenlbung,thelhationIThndlthelteader(l]
arellnlhlbtatelbflbuphoria;thus,[heither
thellnationlnorlthellreaderlislprepared
forllthelserieslofll failureslthatlIsrael
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encountersl] inll thell secondl halfll of
Parshatll B'shalach:["AndllMoshell led
IsraellonwardlfromlthelRedSea,land
theylwentloutlintolthellwildernesslof
Shur;[hndlktheylwentlthreeldays[inlthe
wilderness,landlfoundlnolwater.0And
theyllcamelltolMarahlandl couldlnot
drink[thellwaterslbecauselltheyllwere
bitter."(ThellBaalllShemTovlexplains
becausell thell peoplell werell bitter,
therefore,thelwaterlkastedbitter.0And
thellpeoplellmurmuredlagainstlMoshe,
saying:ll "What[l shallll well drink?"
(15:22[b4).

ThellChildrenlofllisraelllproclaimltheir
demandl forll water,ll andll after(] the
problemlofllthellshortagellofllwaterllis
solved,ltheylbgainlbeginlkolkomplain,
thisllimeforlfood:[ Andlihelthildrenlbf
Isracllbaidltolthem:[Betterthatlvelhad
diedlbylihelhandlbflthell ordlinlihelland
ofllEgypt,Iwhenlwellsatlby[thellfleshl]
pots,ﬁ»«henmemid&atmreadﬂoﬁheﬁuII;
forlloulhavelbroughtllisForthlntolthis
wilderness,lolkilllthisvholelhssembly
withlhunger"[{16:3).

ThellPeoplellofllisraellarelrefinedland
purifiedfromlhel#9levelsblimpurity,
andlbflbeingEgypt'silavesltolhlbingle
entitylthatlislbornlin,[hndlthen[bjected
from,[Egypt,BhroughlthelRedSea,Into
thellesert. INow,lsraellkeactsfustllike
anyll newbornll whosell needsl [II the
satisfactionlbflhungerlhndlthirstIInust
belmet.0GfulfillsOthelfunctionlofla
parent,Isupplyinglthell newbornll with

foodlhndlprovidinglpreciselinstructions

regardinglit:lThellnannallwillbelkiven
everylHay,lhndlthuslbnelnustlhotlirylio
savellnylmannallforllthelhext(day.[on
thellShabbat,Inollmannallwilllbelgiven

andlthuslonelmustllsavellsomellofllthe
mannaltollectedlbnlFridayForlthelhext
day,[Whichlslhel$habbat.

Likell any[l parentll feeding(l hisll child,
however,IG[Hlgiveslmorellthanllfood;
Hell alsoll teachesl] fundamentalll rules
concerningllhowllonellmustlbehavelin
thisOvorld.[Firstlblhil,[GMeachesHis
childlthellnaturallorderllofltime:[Each
daylislallottedl its dailyl portionl of
manna,bolthatlbverylHayllslhhewlHay,
whichlisldifferentlfrom0thelprevious
one.DTherefore,D)neDﬂust[hotﬂsaveﬂan\/
mannalfromlbnelliayHolihelhext.

Thell focusl ofll thell teaching(l isl the
prohibitionlofllworklon[thellShabbat:
"Sixlaysouldhalllgatherlt;butlbnlihe
seventh[day[islkthe[Shabbat,linlitlkhere
shalllbelhone"[{16:26).[Thellhaturelof
thelbhabbatlisllifferentlfromlihatlbflihe
other[Hays[linlkthelweek.litlishdaylon
whichnothingllnewllmustlbelcreated
andlonlwhichlthelwork[carrieddout
during[thelbtherllays[bflthelveekmust
cease;[thatlislwhylkomelbflthellnanna
collectedlbnlF ridaylmustlbelkavedlfor
Shabbat.l Inll B'reishit,l]l thell Torah
concludesl itsl descriptionl] ofll the
creationlbflthelworldlwith(thelwords,
"Andlthellheavenlandlthelearthlwere
finishedl[vaychulu],lhndlhlhelhostlbf
them"l (B'reishitl 2:1).00 Thell word
VAYCHULUlhaslalviolentllconnotall
tion:0 Thell nound K'LAY A, 0 whichlis
fromll thell samell root] means
"destruction". H1tlisOasHifltheltextlis
tellingll usl thatll thell weekll mustll be
thoroughlyll consumed,lll mustll be
destroyed,llinlorderltollenablellthellhew
week toll germinatell froml its[] ruins.
PerhapslthislislthelprinciplelthatlGd
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wantsltollteachlHis[childrenlwith[the
helpl ofl] thell manna:[l Destructionl is
necessaryll soll thatll thell worldll can
continuelltollexist.JAlseedmustlrotlin
thellearthlinlorderltolproducellucious
fruit.

ThellChildrenlofllisracllhaveljustlieft
Egypt.0 Theyll havell undergonell the
supremelyll totalll experiencell ofl] the
victory[bflkood[bverlbvil,[hllictorylko
totalll thatll it seemsl] toll havell no
contradictions.lnlFact,[theBong[bflthe
Seallendslwithlthelfamouslversellthat
affirms[bternity:[' Thell ordlkhalllleign
forlbverlhindlbver'[{Sh'motll 5:18).

Throughlthelinstructionslconcerning
thelbathering[bfllnanna,lGH0visheslto
teach[His[thildrenldomethinglhboutllife
beingll cyclical,l aboutll thell factl] that
abundancellislinvariablylreplacedlby
scarcity.[l Thell factll thatll abundance
invariablyll germinatesl from[l scarcity
andhboutlthelFactlthatthotlkverything
islblack[hndwhite,[hsbeemedlhpparent
onlylhlnomentlbeforelhtlthe[Red[Sea.
PerhapslthislisthelkeasonlthatParshat
B'shalachlkconcludeslwithlthelAmalek
terrorl] attack.l Amalekll appearsll at
RefidimUandlattacksOisraellthere;[the
Childrenll offl Israelll conductl all war
againstAmalek,liarlinvhichlictory
isluncertain:0" Andlitlcameltolpass,
whenlIMoshellheldduplhislhand,[that
Israellprevailed;thndivhenlheletlown
hithand,DAmaIekDprevaiIed"|:|(l 7:11).
Tollallcertainllextent,lthellwarllagainst
Amaleklisfalmirrorlimageloflkhellwar
againstlPar'o.IBut,lwhereas[lthelllatter
endedlinabsolutellvictory,lthellvictory
overlJAmalek[islnotllconclusive.lAslla
directlcontinuationloflthellpassagellon

thell mannall andll GId'sO teaching
concerninglleventslbeinglcyclical,lthe
storylbflthellvarlhgainsttAmalek[hows
howlhotlbverylwarlhgainstlbvillbndslin
totallvictory.JHowllevilllcanlterrorize
thell weakll andll defencelessl Israelites
onlylldayslafterthellSonglofllthellSea,
andlkanlbontinuellolbxistlbvenlhfterlit
haslbeenlbefeated.[ThisOvorldslikelh
roIIercoaster[kvith[Llps[bndﬂtiowns,[bnd
thell wildl ridel willllonlylendl inlthe
Messianicll Era.0Untillthendwellmust
hangllon[tightltolourl Torahlanddnot
waverlinlburlEmunahln[GH.

Excerptedith[pkrmissionflom
Silverftom [thelland[df{I$rael
ANew[ghtldnthe Shbbathzhd Holidays

From[the Writings[df
Rabbi[Abraham [daac[HaKohen Kook
by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison

URIMPUBLICATIONS, [lem INY
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Thel[Strong[Hand[ahd
the[OQutstretched[Arm

Adapted[flom[QlatRe’iyah vbl. [ [ph.[2179—-283

Remember...[thelstrong[Hand[ahd[the
outstretchedChrm Cwith Ciwhich Clthe
Eternal lybur[God[blroughtlybu[dut[bf
Egypt].[(D'varimZi18-19)

Wel hre[familiarCwithCkhe[Cphrase
HAYADHACHAZAKANM'HAZ'RO'A
HAN'TUYAdrom[the[Hagada, [tead
every Llyear[Jon[Pesach.[1But[dwhat
exactly(db [the[Mtronghhnd"ahd(but[]
stretchedaFm" [céfer [td?
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StrongHand [
Dramatic[@ransformation

IfChe Lbbjective Ldbf[ the [(Exodus[had
beenlahlyltblliberateltheldraeliteslahd
raise[them[tb[the[lbvel[df[dther[fiee
nations[dfltheWorld,then[do[special
Divinelihtervention (ould[(Have[Been
neces[[Tkary. [ By[the[lisualJaws[bf
naturelahd[History, [the Jéwish[people
would[Bavelgradually [progressed[tb[al
level[dflclilture[ahd[mhorality [prevalent

amongations.

However,[ JGod[[wanted [ the[hewly
freed[Slaves[do[Swiftly [dttain[d [high
moral [ahd[sbiritual[dlane.Ih[drder[tb
preparelthem [fr(their[uhique[destiny,
they [tequired[God’s[Istrong[hand".

This[metaphorlihpliesalfdrceful idter[]

vention[that[heutralized[dhe[hatural
forces[dfltheluniverse.[God’s[(ktrong
hand"[Ldramatically[#aised [dhe Jewish
peopleftom[theldepths[dfldefilement
and[degradationin [JEgyptUto[lthe
spiritual lhkights[ofSinai.

Wel] commemorate[] this[] sudden
elevation[df[dhe[People,[the (strong
hand",[by[ kating[ the[lapidlyBaked
matza.[This[chtionale[fbr [ehting[chatza
isChtatedCkxplicitly (in[the[Hagada:
"BecauselthereWas[dot[time[fbr[the
doughbfl burlhncestors[tolleaven
beforelthe[King[dflall Kings,the Holy
One, evealed[Himself(do[dhem[dnd
redeemed[them."

Outstretched[Arm[=
Toward[the[EButure

The[™butstretchedarm",[dn[the[dther
hand, [ihplies[ah [uhrealized[pbtential, [l

work[ih[drogress.[The Hebrew[Word
for(Carm"[$[ZERO'A, from [the [doot
ZERAI(3eed),[iddicating[futurelgrowth.
Evenl[today,[the[dltimateldoal [df[the
Exodus[has[stillCInot[Clbeen Ufully
achieved.[Thel[processLdf perfecting
and[rkedeem [hg[theJéwish[deoplel[id
oneloflgiaduallplogression.

IfChatza[dommemorates[the[dudden
redemptive Lquality[dfLGod’s[Istrong
hand", wthich [Pesachmitzvalsymbolizes
the["butstretchedlatm™"?

ThatWouldbklthe[MAROR, [the [bitter
herbs.[Thelharor[demindsLds[dflthe
bitternessLbf[3lavery.[TheWery[fact
thatCiwe [ felt[hisChitterness[IsChn
indication [that[3ervitude[dontradicts
ourldrueléssence.[ By WirtueLofLdur
inner[nhture, e Mill[slowly But[siirely
realizeour[ttuepbtential.

While[the['stronglhand"[gavel the
initial (] push,J it is[] through [ the
"outstretched[drm" [dhat[ve[Steadily
advanceldowardLur[finalCgoal.[This
gradual[dprogress[lis[Jaccomplished
through[the [mhitzvot, Which[rkfine[ahd
elevate[us. ([[i3 [fbr[thisrkbason[that[all
mitzvot[dre[flindamentally[donnected
tolthelrédemption fdom [Egypt.

From "OZTorah"

by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORIFD, [Emmeritus[Rabbilof
the[Great[Synagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

ChadGadya...

Long[hfter[the[{uestionsChave[been
asked, [After [the [theal[dnd[the[final [dup
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of[Wine,[Weldome[tb[that[curioussbng,
Chad[Gadya.[t[k[dne[dfltheliveliest,
most[popular[parts[dflthe[dight. [MVe[all
have LburHavourite[Linelody, Ldur[Cdwn
way [dflidcreasing[the ttmpolahdlehding
up[Breathless.

YetlvhenWvelIbok[dt[it[thoreldlosely
welfind[that[it[giles[dn[Paradox[dfter
paradox[dintil[there[dre[dt[TeastHour
paradoxes(tblcbnsiderahd[puzzle[dver.

Thel[first[Jaradox[i3 [that[it[doncludes[al
very[ahcient[dtual [While [id[idselflid [quite
aldecentlihnovation.[Theléssentials[f
the[1Sedergo[lback [to [lthe [annual
celebration[held[ih[(dheWvilderness [By
the[generationCwho[Wwere[ tedeemed
from[Egypt.[Much[df[dhedext[df[dhe
Hagadalid[fbund[ih[the Mishnalahd[id[ak
least[2000Lyears[dld.[Theldongs[dflthe
Seder,[However, [@re[thuchI¢ss[@hcient.
Chad[GadyalidIdss[than [400[ykars[dld.

Thelskcond[paradox[id [that[the[sbng[id

part[df(d[dublime[teligious Cdccasion 1]

yet, [ddiculously,[it[is[about[algoat.[The
sublimity [df[Besach[dight[i$[sken[ih[the
factlthat[dneldeedhot[Say [the[dsual
night[Prayers[since[this[is[Meil [Shimurim
when[GodWatches[dver[uks[With[special
love.[What[hhs(alsbnglabout[gbats, [chts,
dogs,Hticks[dnd [Butcher[dhops[do[do
with [Pesach?

Thelthird[paradox[i3[that[though[Thad
Gadyal[id[alnlurserylrhyme,theaHults [all
lovelit. [It[drobably [dntered[the [Hlagada
preciselyllas[ la[nurseryllrhyme.[1On
Pesach, Lchildren[thust[He [stimulated[tb
ask[questions[and[garents[thustldnsure
they[tan[hnswer.[ ButLhs[ the[ Seder

continues[long[hfter [bedtime, [ 3ome[]

thingUmust[be[ldone[to [keepLlthe
children[dvake.[Hence[theTlvely[dongs

that[Ikad (o [Chad[Gadya.[But[How[to
explainlits[appealtd aHults?

An[hnswerLkomes[with[the [ fourth
paradox,[Which[id[that[the[sbng[aims[tb
keeplthelchildren[awake, Yet[its[theme
isCholkinderspiel. COne[Cevent[ollows
another[With[Heartless[cdruelty. [Blo[dne
escapes[unscathed.[The[Kid[is[Harmless
and[ihnocent,[But[the[dat[donsumes[it.
Theldog[thkes[devenge[dn[the[dat,[But
theldog[gets[alHeating. [(Thelskick[Heats
theldog, [Hut[the [fire [Burns[it.[And sb[if
proceeds.[Perhaps[it[ik[the[dealism [&f
this[processWhich[dttracts[the[ddults.
Who[does[not[lhave [lmoments[lof
despair[When[they[dee[How[the World
stumbles[ffom [dne[ckisis[tb[ahother?[A
cold,[Heartless,[fhte [seems[tb[drive[the
inexorable[courseof[levents.[1Chad
Gadyalglves[the[plocesslekpression.

InCtase[ hllCthisCshouldUeave[ bnelh
despondent[ fatalist[] or[] all cynical
pessimist, [the(Iast[lihe, [the [finale [df(the
whole[] Hagada,[1 has[Jall triumphant
crescendo:[AThenldamel[the [Holy[Dne,
blessed (He[He,[And[smote[the[ahgel [df
death,[dhat[dlew[dhe$Slaughterer,[dhat
slaughtered[kheox, [ thatCHrank[khe
water,[that[lquenchedkhe[fire,[that
burnedlthelstick, that[beat[the[dog, [that
bitlthelcht, [that[ake [the [lid, [that[fhther
bought[Hfor[dwo[Z2uzim.[Onelbnly[kid.
Oneldnly[kid.”

ChainUsongs[are[dknowninCImany
cultures.[@had[Gadyalid [unusuallih[that
it[Brings[God[ihto [theldtory, [it[Brings
GodlihtoHistory.[Tt[shows[that[akctions
have[tonsequences,[ that[kvery[being
mustfind [that[there[i$[al[Higher [Jower,
that[there[id[do[deed [Which[ih[theldnd
does[dot[Tbad[up[tb [God.[Bveryldeed,
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even[ak[drdinary[ak[Bluyinglalgbat[id[the
market,[i$ [Jart[dfldldhain.[Somewhere
that[thain[Jeads[to[(God,And[those
involved D must[Janswer[before[[His
throneldf[jstice.

Onltheldurface,[it[ik[dot[dn[dthical,[d
moral[Lér[d[1heological[question[vhen
onelohakes[ah[drdinaryBusiness[deal. [t
is[dimply[d[hatter [df[dtriking[the [Best
bargain.[But[domewhere[dr[dther,[the
effects[bfLvhat[h[ businessman[Hoes
begin[tb [hatter[ih[darnest.[Th[the[dnd
he[Wvill(have[fo[dnswer[Ho[GodWho
knowslthe [deeds[of[mhen.

In[golitics[the [shmel[abplies.[Dneldation
might[appear[tb [drosper[dnlaldolicy[df
discrimination[dgainst[d[portion[dfLiks
population.[Another[dation[dr[group[df
nations LImight[seemUto Usucceed[in
threatening[the[slirvival[dr[the [skcurity,
freedom [dr[ihtegrity[dflahother[dation.
Anldppressive,[Hullying[uler [drldegime
might[deem, [fbr[d[While, (o [énjoyLthe
fruits [df[success.But, [ih[the[dnd,[done
canlekcape[when[theHoly[®ne, [blessed
be[He,[domes[tblchll[thelslaughterer[tb

account.

Thelsbbering, [significant{ésson [df[Chad
Gadya,[hs[Longfellow[put[it, Cis[that
“though [the [mhills[df[Godlgrind [lowly,
yetlthey[grind[dxceeding[dmall;(though
with[patience (He[dtands[Wvaiting, [Wvith
exactnesslgtinds[Helall.”

Seder¥ort: ThelchildMwholdoes
notkhow hbw [tb[ask" [idlnbt [just[al
lollipopshicking[[ittle (Bloy, [a% [pictured(id
the[Barton'slchndyhhgada.[He/she[id
anyoneldfflahy[age Wholkhows(at[ldast
onelahswerl(toalquestion. [With[that
knowledge, lhk[dr[she["Hoesnbtkhow td
ask"[Becauseltheylalready khow(ah

answer.[Thelproblem[id, they Mon't[gkt
other[ahswersMhichlehrich[dur
understandinglahdlappreciationWithout
further[akking.[And, [a$

the[Hagada [télls[uk[td [do With [the wNw
o) v, Me[With[morelahswers[]
shouldltty [t [elicitalnkw question.
Sometimes, [that Will Mork.[@therwise,
welchn[aHd[sbmelnkw[ahswers[ahd
insights.[Ebrlekample: Why[db We[uke
threelnhatzot[at[the [Skder?[The
"chacham" [khows[that.[He'll[téll [ybulthat
oneWill (B [blroken(ahd[the[tivo
remaining[Whole[matzot[ate fdr [ECHEM
MISHNA[id [hbnor [dfYom [Mov.He
knows.[Hel[bhs[nb[questions[td[abk. [Show
him aldiagram [of [(br [télI him [about) [the
GRA's[Skder[plate. [Pointlaut[that[the
Vilna[Gaon[bhs[dnly [tvo [mhatzot.[Does
helblreak[dne? Yes, [dflcburse.[SbWhat
aboutTECHEMMISHNA? [Good [Mhkew [T
question![The YwwH y4» wxw(becomes
the[@hachamlagain.[Thelahswer? Why
does[[ECHEMMISHNA [rkquire Whole
loaves?[What'sWrongithalblroken [dr
started[daf[(br[nhatza)? Wholeldaves
havelalhigher[status, [sb[tb[speak, [id [dur
eyes.[[{[Betterbbnors[theblacha. Butlat
the[Skder, [the [bloken [piece[does[nbt
lack[status. I4ld[the plecethat(thestory
ofthe Exodus[idtbldubon. MSTECHEM
ONI. M4 [the [mhatza [of[the [nhitzva. [Dn
that[night, lidhbnors(theblrachalvkryWell.
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Firstlphsukidlabout[the birth [afMitzchak.
Second [phsuklislabout[thefitst[dhy[of
Pesach, Ylitzchak's [Birthday. Mhe[tvo [plsukim
havelthe[shmelgimatriya.
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ParshaPix
explanations

7 Kohen[Gadol @8 the [mhain [hdividual [
Parshat[] Acharei,[d because [ of (1 his
obligations[id [doing[all [df[Avodat[Mom
HaKippurim.

[ Below[the[(Davka[Graphic[lofCkhe
Kohein[Gadolake[tivolidentical[gbats,
uponvhich[(the[KG[Hrew[ots[ to
determine[Which[Cbne[Was[to[bel 4
korban [Whose[blood[Was[brought[idto
the[Holy[of[Holies[And Lvhich Cgoat
would[bedentLout[Thto[dhe[Midbar
alive[(2o[be[Hashed [Fo[piece[InLits
tumble[down almountainside.

Theltest[ bf( the[ParshaPix[telates[to
Parshat[K'doshim.

[ Shabbat[chndleslalelrkminder[tbKeep
the[Bhabbat, [lwhichOs[Chttached[to
Reverencel] for[] parents[] and[ to
Reverence[fortheMikdash.

[[7 B'samim OsFor[Havdala, ChotT¥rom
Shabbat[tb[Chol[But[BetweenMosher
and[don dosher[@nimals[and[Hetween
us[dnd[dther[dations thentioned At
thelend[dflthe[skdra.[[Sfome[Hold[that
this[IS (dhe [Hource Cof[(Hhe [nitzva[bf
havdalaldn[Motza"Sh.]

([ MickeyMouse [ihBis(Fhmous [dole (s
thedSorcerer's[] Apprentice[drepre]
sents[ theprohibitionsCbfdivination,
omens,dndCdtherCblack[drts".[{No
offense, Mickey)

[0 The[Meart[in [the Morah3alpictogram
for[Lovel thy[fellow[ being[h[ great
Torahlclle.

[[7 Lifesaver[3fdr[the [mitzva [nbttd stand

by [iHly dvhile[domeone [k [ih Ldanger.
When[this[dan[He[done [With[dot[tbo
great[tisk, (It[k[A[Torah[Cbbligation.
When[there[i3[alsignificantlrisk[tb[the
potential[] rescuer,[] thereld is[d no
requirement, Llbut[litClisClconsidered
praiseworthy[tb[tike[the[risk[id [drder
tolshvelthe[dther[person. Mlthe [risk[id
verylgreat,[it[Would[Be[fbrbidden[to
givelupOyourCownOlife[to[save
another's.

[’ Grapes[hnd[wheat[Frefer (ko[ nany
agriculturalCitzvotUin[the[bedral 1]
PE'AH,[LEKET, [ahd [akhers.

[0 Thieflidvhrious[prohibitions[rklated [tb
theft.

[[) ThelchmelWith[the [thonkey(Head i3 [al
reminder[df[thelgrohibition [df[dross
breeding[ahimals.

[0 Scales[dffistice ([dhocked[dver [ake [fbr
the[drohibitions[elated[tb[Ferverting
justice.

[0 Thelskale[i3Weighing &l Hilo [eight,
but[teads[Tess[than[bne.[Either [the
weightUis[ offl] or[d the [ scale[is.
Whichever,[thatlWould[Be LASUR, [to
use[Halse[veightsCAndCineasures[br
even[tb[pbssess[them.

[[) Razor[blade [for[theCprohibition Cbf
shaving[ahe's [Ece With[dne.

1 Therstlthree reesWith Fruit[Stand
for[ORLA, [then[the[fburthlykar[hhslah
asterisk[the [fruit ([(KADOSH.Bth
year's[fuit[id[tb eht.

[0 Pictured s of I the [ actor[] Herve
Villechaize[Who [played[the[dharacter
Tattoo[dn[Bantasyl3land[[ITDe[dlane,
boss,[de[Plane".[(Here[Heldeminds[ds
oflthelplohibition[dfltdttooing.
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[ InCihe (bwer [dght [k (A Cpicture Cof(A
mule.d ThisOisTJaldmorepractical
illustration of(Jthe CIprohibitionJof
cross[Breeding[] animals[] than[] the
monkey[headed[damel.[{[a[Horselahd
aldonkey[hate[dn[theirldwn, [there[id
noldrohibition [ih [thising[the [desulting
mulednd[Benefiting[from [it. [Th [fhct,
even[Whenl[the[grohibition[id[Miolated,
there [k Cdo [iksurCih Cdsing Cdhe Chhule.
Thelprohibition [k [the[dctual [dausing
of[the[twoldifferent[ahimals[tb[hate.
Thered mightl] be[d problems[] of
"encouragingahother[tb[sin",[Hut[that
is[fdrlahother[time.

[ The[5¢[stamp@bovelthethule [ [df
Helen[Keller[dnd[Ber[teacher,[Annie
Sullivan.[Helen[Keller (Was[Both[deaf
and[blind, WhichWe[fihd [id [alfigurative
sensein[khe[pasuk[thatCprohibits
cursinglIthe[d deaf(Jand [ placing[1a
stumblingblock bkforethe blind.

[[) Between[thel[goats[dnd[the [Stamp ik
hot[Brickldven.This[chnrkpresentlthe
baking[CbfCinatzot, [butlit[Actually Cis
meant[to[tefer[o[thehaftara[for
Shabbat[HaGadol, [Which [Speaks [df[d
great[jlidgmentlday,[depresented[By[al
hotLdven [dhat Wil (Burn[dhe [wvicked
people,holalelcbmpared(td[straw.

[[) The[Tzedaka[Box[Elso[Points[Holthe
haftara.[Th [it, (G [dCdhallenges [[Ho [to
speak[IPeople[Wholdon't[glvelehough
charity[ because[ they[ hre[hfraid [ bf
becominglploor. G [dlshys[tbthem:[Go
ahead, [Bring[dll[the[dithe [do[Me[dnd
see[if[Ildon't[dpenlthe Owindows[df
heaven"[J andJ rain(J upon] you
unimaginable[blessings[beyond[our

capacity...

MACHONMPUAH
NonlKosheriMedicine

Last[Oweek[wel[Jsaw[Jthat[]conventional
medicine[Jis [lnot[Jan[Jexact[Iscience Jand
therefore[ | wel] cannot[ | really(] say[ | that
conventional Cimedicine Cimust[be followed
in[Jalll] cases [ but natural [l medicine[Jis
prohibited. [ It[is[more[ correct[to[say that
while[welgenerally [tely moreon[¢onven
tional[imedicine[ bneis[ permitted[to[uise
naturalland (hon[¢onventional (inedicine [as
well.[(However[what[about[altase Where
these Onatural Jmedicines] involve ] some
prohibition, [are[welallowed fo isethem?

Regarding[ conventional ‘medicine, [ifTit[is
in[] the[] casel] ofl ] all serious[] and[] life
threatening[disease, [thenlonelis permitted
toltake whatevertedicine[one canleven![if
itlis[Jnonlkosher[Jmeat[Jor[Jany[Jsimilar
ingredient. [ Ifl wel lare[ lobliged! tol break
Shabbat(tosave[suchla[person's life, [then
well arel] permitted(] tol[] break[] other
prohibitions [ofthe[Torah[since[saving|life
overrides[Torah[prohibi(Ttions.

In[IthelJcasel]ofl lalInonllife(threatening
disease,[in[certain ¢ases[onelis[permitted
to[_break [ rabbinic[ prohibitions, [isuchlas
askinglal gentile[to[dolWwork on[Shabbat,
or[taking[ 'medicine[ ‘on[/Shabbat.[ Many
poskim[hold[that(thesamelis/ true[When
taking Imedicine( that[ has[‘al rabbinically
prohibited[ingredient. [Wel havel cases of
this[ every[] Pesachl 1 when[ peoplel] ask
whether(] they(] are[ | permitted[] tol[] take
medicinel(that(is not kosher for[Pesach.

InlJcases! Jwhere[ ithel Imedicine[ Jcontains
kitniyot, [ thereis[ho[problem![ taking[the
medicineliflit[is[ hecessary, [ since!this[is
only[Jallcustom[Jand[ not[JalIprohibition.
However, Dwhen(litCcontains Jallchametz
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mixture, [in[many[¢ases [this(is[altabbinic
prohibition(andnot(a[Torah[one(since[the
mixture[was[in[eéxistence[prior(to[Pesach
and(does[not/¢ontain(a significant/amount
ofl Ichametz.[1In[] cases[Jofl lalInonife(]
threatening [ butlstilll serious[illness, (many
authorities | will[] permit[] consuming
medicinelif there(is (ho kosherfor[Pesach
alternative.

Thisshould (not[beseenlasalpsak lleach
personmust/¢onsult/withtheir([éwn/Rabbi
before[ taking[ imedicine, [ kince[ notl every
medical] condition[] warrantsl] taking
medicineland any [fimes ‘therearekosher
forPesachlalternatives.

Letlmelgiveloneléxample, most pregnant
women! takeiron[during[ the[ pregnancy,
howeveritheiron[lisproduced from[a
chametz[] sourcel! andl! thereforel] is
problematic(|during[ 1Pesach.[ | Therel Jare
certain[ ] companies[] that[] producel] iron
tablets[that[ can[bel taken[ on[Pesachlbut
this[is[not available everywhere. Onlthe
otherlhand, for[most[pregnant[women[not
takingliron[for OneWweek [0f the [pregnancy
willlhavelholadversel effect and[ $o[ they
should[not[uise the thametzliron[tablets.
But[for[some[women!(theirlironlis[solow
thatlit(is(medically (necessary forthem(to
continue [taking[the[iron évery[single[day.
SolJeachlcaseJmust[IbelJexamined[Jand
decided/individually.

More[onmaturalmedicine mext[time.

Chag[Pesach[Sameach

Portionfrom(thePortion

Pesach,/[Women,landlFish

Thel[Rabbisteach(thatlitlwaslin[the
meritloflourlrighteouswomen(thatlour

nation] wasl] redeemed(] from([ the
slavery[(Sota(11b).[ Thefwomenwent
outfolmeetitheirtiredhusbandslinithe
fieldCafterCallonghard[dayof "work.
They( beautified themselves(inorder
toLencourageltheirchusbands(tolbring
forthfanother’generationoflJews.The
men(hadlost(faith(inthe [future(Iif the
women(hadlalso,alllwouldhave[been
lost.['Becausellof[ their[ldetermination
thelredemptionwaspossible.

|0 thought[ this[1 week 7 it[] would ] be
appropriate(tolwrite[something(related
tolthe[Hagada.When(ookingloverimy
shelvesofl1Hagadot, JICdecidedthat
sincethelwomen(playedlalmajorifole
in[Pesach,[thisiweek's [portion[will[be
taken(] from() onel] of(] my[] favorite
Hagadot/c¢alled"WomenIlatthe[Seder"
byl Joel Wolowelsky.[In[ thisiHagada,
Rabbil] Wolowelskyl showsl[] how
womenlin(this[century continueLlin the
footsteps(] of(] their(l matriarchs(] from
Egypt.LITheylarelJable[1to[1havellan
activellrole(lin[Jthe[lstudy[lof(1Torah
without[abandoninglinCanylway( their
central(role[as(thelcornerstoneof the
homelandfamily.[Ever(since(lbought
this[1100[pageHagadalaCnumber[of
years(] ago,[] I[1 havel] always[] found
somethingfromlits(rabbiniciccomments
onlJ women(] associated’] with(] the
Exodus,[1 discussion(] of(] relevant
aspectsof(Jewishlawthatapply[to
women,and/or(homilies(Tdivrei Torah
byJwomen(JinlJitJtoUshare Jwith(ithe
familyrattheSeder.[Dolyoulthink1I'm
partialtolitibecause(lI'malwoman?

Now[comes[]thellproblem( [T1which
commentaryfrom(theHagadarshould
ICwritefabout? (1 guess Il start[at the
beginning[1Iwith(setting[upthe Seder
plate.
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WelalllJlearnedin[JschoolJthat(Ithe
ZERO'Al{meat)landBEITZA{egg)on
the[Seder[ plate[‘arel placedtherelto
remind(] us(] of(] the[] PESACHIJ and
CHAGIGAD sacrifices,[1 respectively.
But Rav[ Shriral Gaon, quotes Rabbi
Eliezerof(Worms[saying(that(theylare
reminders(ofithetwolleaders(that GId
senttothelJewishhation,Mosherand
Aharon.[Heladds[somethinglinterest(]
ing[thatthere[are[ somel peoplewho
addralfishasOwell.[TThenthethree
food(] items[] commemorate[] Moshe,
AaronlandMiriamrasiwelreadlin the
bookroffMichal{6:4)"Ibroughtyoulup
from(the(land( of Egypt...[and[1sent
youll Moshe,[J Aaron(! andl] Miriam."
Theselthree(¢cookedfoodsIcorrespond
tolthelthreetypesloffoodthatwe will
eatllin[thel times[lof( Mashiach:[ ffish,
corresponds(tolthelleviathan; thelegg
correspondingtolZIZ(anJenormous
bird); 1 and[1meat,[] corresponding(]to
SHORIHABAR.

Fishlarelalsolappropriate(tolplacelon
the[Seder(table.[The Talmud(relates
thattheJewishfwomenlwholwentrto
theirChusbands(in[the(field"andthey
drewliwater(Jtolgive[lthem[Jto[ldrink,
Hashem(] arranged( that[] small(] fish
would(fillCupChalftheir(jars. These(fish
thefwomen(served(toltheirChusbands
whichlincreasedtheir fertility.

Letlus[ pray(thatlin[the[ merit of[ the
righteouswomen[ofl thisCgeneration,
includingl] youngll ones(] like(] Tamar
Fogel,[IHashem CwillCbring[JMashiach
speedily.

BN DDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (METZORA)Triddles:

[112otMihyeh[drSlgira

After [the[fhmiliar [And[Jopular[Pasuk
that[Hegins[Barshat[Metzora, We [Have
theCvords[ZOTLINIHYEHLITORAH
HAMETZORA,[This[shall[He[theTdw
ofltheldne[afflicted WithMZORAAT...”
ThelLdommon[Lhame[df[dhe[dedralik
METZORA.[But[Wel[tanind[3ome
s'farim [that[céfertblthe[skdralas[20T
TIHYEH.Apparently,[ the[huthor(s)
feltlthatthe Word[METZORA [Was[nbt
a[®pleasant”[ehoughWord[tb[skrve[ak
alstdralnhme,[ahdchose(thelphraselat
thelbkginningldflthe[skcond(phsuk.[Or
dhd[We'venkver[sten[this[Welcbuld
havel] borrowed[] thel] word[] for
METZORALfrom[Targum[Onkeles,
which[is[L5’GIRA.L.Which[brobably
means[Zquarantine”.[R’ [Hliyahu[KiTov
inChisCtommentaryCbn[the[TTorah,
writes[thatLTEIMANIML{Yemenites)
calllthe[skdra[ZOT[TIHYEH [{\erified
by[dn[dctual[Teimani)[dnd[3'faradim
callJitLJ TAHARAO orLJTAHAROT
(unverified).

[2]DWe've[Honel[ this.[We've[been

there!

Aslthe[TTriddlelshys, We'veldrobably
had[CALT TriddleCbn[the[ame[two
p’sukimJeachUtime[[JMetzora[lrolls
around.[Theld'sukim[We[alelrkferring
to[dre[dhe[twoldonsecutive[3 [Word
p’sukim[Jin[JParshat[ Metzora.[JThe
TTriddle[donsists [df[two[donsecutive
3[Word[séntences.)

[3]1Sbmetimeslids[big

This[ckferstb[ParshatMetzora, Which
sometimes[coincides Cwith[(IShabbat
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HaGadol[(big).[Specifically, lih [all [Flain
(12[mhonth)[] yearltypes,[] Shabbat
HaGadol[i$[Shabbat[HaGadol.[Ih[the

I 3[mhonth[Years, [ HaGadol[is[$ome[]

times[Metzora, [sbmetimes[Acharei.
[4]Waterfdrlybufdom[our hkarts

Water [F[MMAYIMZF[40+10+40F90.
ForQjou[FACHEM[F[30+20+40[F
90.00urhearts(CECL'VAVEINU =
30+2+2+50+6[3[90.[Farshat[Metzora
has[@D [plsukim.

[5][RabbiShmuel &Mzippy [Eliss

..are[the[do[directors[df(the[Chabad
houselih[Riverside,[California. Tflylou
would[Want[tb [chll[them, [you’d[deed
theladrealdodelfbr[Riverside, [Mhich[i3
951, [at[idMorahMidbitslhlimber@5 1.

[6]1VIadislav[Tretiak, [Gilles[Gratton,
SteveBlizinski, Michel Belhumeur

Theselféllows[ale[fdurhockey[gbalies,
men[Who[dre[SHO’ARIM.Ih [Biblical
Hebrew,[SHO’EIR[i$ [dlgatekeeper. Th
modern[Hebrew, [k [3till Cineans Cthe
same, [But[ahother [definition [Has[Been
added:[goalkeeper, [goaltender, [goalie.
SHAAR [iglalghte, (blut[iffid[also [thelgbal
in[sports[such[as[sbccerlandHockey.
The[Haftara[df{Metzoraldonsists[df[d
story[from[Melachim [Bet[dboutfbur
men[Who[Were[METZORA’IMvho
werel[ak[the[ghtes[df[thelcity, [Hecause
TZORAAT [ckquires[theafflicted[dnes
to[Tkave[the[{walled) [dity [dnd Cdwell
outside[it.[1This[Clweek’s[JParshaPix
containslalgraphicloffdurafflicted men
atlthel[dpening[dflthelgoal (PETACH
HASHAAR).This[MTriddle[cbnsists[df
thenhmes[dffdurhockey(gbalies.[But

notLjust[dny[goalie.[These[dre[four
peopleWhoMerelchndidatesfor(bking
ostracised[Andinight[be[ treated[ds
METZORA'IMIn[&ATTriddles[sknse).
VT [Was [l great[goalie[fbr[the[Soviet
Union,[Who [[THecauseldf[the[dolitical
climate[df[His[day [[TWould[dot[Have
been[allowed[tb[play [ih[the[NIHL.[He
is likted 2 [the [Best[gbalie (Who [never
played[fbr[the[WNHL”[And[ds[such,[is
counted[] here[ as[ ] onel] ofL] the
METZORA'IMWho Ve [butside”.[GG
is[ listed[as[] the [ flakiest[] goalie:
“...claimed [he[Was[alMayan [priest[in[al
past[lifelahd[that[his[dtest[ekistencelat
an[JNHLgoaltender was[Jcosmic
punishmentfdrthelshk'dlcbmmitted
in[his [prior[gbrbund.”[SB[Was[khown
as[“known [as[Buck[gbes[in [skilfbr [His
lamentable [inability [to [3top [tubber
discs[from[dntering[His[det...[dllowed
32 §oalsCinChisHirstLiour Lgames...”
Certainly,[Jone[lwho[was[probably
treated[like[d[Teper.[(MBLik [isted[ds
“worstlgbalieloh [albhd[téam” [played[id
35[games, [Jostinglan[abysmalldecord
of Q243

[7]She Will o Him gbod Ehd Mot il
alllthe [dhys [ofhker[ife."

Third[pasuk CofCIEISHETCCHAYIL" [
Mishleil3 1:12.[Thelgimatriyaldflthat
pasuk[i$[35 | [IK'minyan[MT35 | (Ithe
onlyUpasukUin[CTanach Cwith Clthat
gimatriya.

[8][Elrsthkldavestdbwn, then who?

FirstClthe[IMETZORA leaves[Jtown
during[his[pkriod [fMUM'A.[As [phrt[of
the[Purification[Process, [dhe [Bird[df
theltvolthat[rkemainslalive[id[rkleased
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into[dn[dpen Hleld. It [ik [this Lstill Dive
birdlthatlthenldavestdwn.

[9] The Gil's Sapprox. 21596597 |

Thislohelphrallels[dne [of[the [PhrshaPix
elements[IIIbpecifically, [ the[Lincoln
Logs[ahdltheloll[chn.[Ebr[thisMTriddle,
weldook[Hor[LOG[HASHEMEN by
finding[thelbg[df[the [gimatriyaldflthe
word[HASHEMEN.[3+300+40+50(%
395.Ibg[395[$[(Foundedtd [Zldecimal
places)[2.596597 |.[JAt[kome[boint
after[allldid [Merifies [this [With [His [fAncy
scientificLcalculator, [allthember[dflthe
older[lgenerationIshould[tell[1the
youngins[] about[] log[] tables[] and
interpolation Jand[dhow [ Iwewere
tortured Lith[[logsLin ChighLschool.
(Don'tlekpectltdolmuchsympathy.)

[10][nhrrow nhtion [or bitterttee

The[hame[of[ Parshat[ Metzoralis
spelled[MEM[TZADIREISHIAYIN [(ho
VAV).[Narrow[nhtion[idlah[AM[TZAR,
anlahagram[of[METZORA.[HTZ[MAR,
a[Bitter[dree,[k[dlso[dn[dnagramLdf
Metzora.[No[Significance [k [dttached
tolthislokherthanahagrams.

AsLoflthisDvriting, (MM/Bklyn Lk Lthe
onlyloheltd slibmitalsblutionsét[Hhd
alfihelahe.[Kol[HaKavod,Moose.

ACHAREI Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

Communal Confession

Context: The communal VIDUI,
confession, recited by the Kohen Gadol
over the SE'IR HAMISHTALEIACH is a
central feature of this Yom Kippur

Templeritual:

"And Aharon shall place his two hands
upon the living he goat and he shall
confess upon it all of the iniquities of
the children of Israel and all of their
rebellious sins in all of their sins, and he
shall place them upon the head of the
he goat and he shall send it at the hand
of a designated man to the wilderness."

Questions: What is the implication of
the confession uttered by the Kohen
Gadol over the "sent goat" on behalf of
the entire nation?

What role does this communal con
fession play in the atonement divinely
granted on Yom Kippur? Aren't
confession and t'shuva private, personal
processes best experienced individually
rather than communally?

Approaches:

A. Before turning to the specific vidui
associated with the se'ir hamishtaleiach,
we must first examine the Rambam's
approach to the general phenomenon of
confession and its place in Jewish
thought and law. The Rambam opens his
review of the laws of tshuva with the
following halacha:

"With regard to all the precepts in the
Torah, whether positive commandments
or negative ones, if a person trans
gresses one of them, either willfully or
unknowingly, when he does t'shuva and
returns from his sin, it is his duty to
confess before God, blessed be He... and
this confession is an affirmative precept
[my italics]..."

Numerous later authorities raise two
questions concerning the Rambam's
formulation of the t'shuva process.
Firstly, they ask, why doesn't the
Rambam depict t'shuva in obligatory

terms, choosing instead to state "when
he [the sinner] does t'shuva"? Secondly,
the Rambam's delineation of confession
as a positive biblical precept seems
counterintuitive. At first glance, they
argue, confession would appear to be
only a means to an end, a first step on
the path towards the mitzva of full
t'shuva. Why, then, does the Rambam
list confession itself as a mitzva?

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (the Rav)
pointed out that numerous sources
within the Torah plainly define t'shuva
as a mitzva. Furthermore, the Rambam'’s
own language on a number of occasions
supports this view. Most tellingly, the
very heading of the section in his
Mishneh Torah that summarizes the
laws of t'shuva lists repentance as a
mitzva.

Clearly, the Rambam views repentance
and not confession alone as a mitzva.
Why, then, does the Rambam, as noted
above, focus so distinctly on the
obligation of confession, going so far as
to label confession itself an affirmative
precept?

The Rav explained that the first halacha
in the Rambam's laws of t'shuva focuses
upon the physical action through which
the mitzva of return is performed: the
concrete act of verbal confession. This
entire section of law is introduced by a
heading that reflects both tangible
performance and psychic fulfillment:
"The Laws of Return: One positive
precept that the sinner shall repent of
his sin (fulfillment) before the Lord and
confess (performance).”

The Rav lists two main reasons why the
Torah obligates a penitent to make
confession.

1. Confession serves to complete the
t'shuva process. Verbalization forces the

penitent to crystallize both his remorse
over the past and his commitment to
future change.

2. By forcing us to admit the facts,
confession robs us of the ability to fool
ourselves. Through verbalization, we
compel ourselves to examine not only
our sins, but the nature of our sins. Acts
that we might have written off as
unintentional are scrutinized anew and
we are compelled to admit motivations
that we would have rather ignored.

At this level, the Rav maintains,
confession becomes a wrenching act of
personal "sacrifice" which moves man
beyond remorse to shame. The
penitent's will is broken as he is forced
to act against his very nature.

B. Having briefly reviewed the general
role of confession in the process of
return, we can now turn our attention to
the specific vidui pronounced by the
Kohen  Gadol over the se'ir
hamishtaleiach.

In the first chapter of his laws of t'shuva,
the Rambam writes:

"Since the se'ir hamishtaleiach brings
acquittal for all of lIsrael, the Kohen
Gadol confesses over it in the name of
allIsrael....

"The se'ir hamishtaleiach  brings
acquittal for all the sins mentioned in
the Torah, the venial and the grave,
those committed with premeditation
and those done unintentionally, those
which become known to their doer and
those which do not all are granted
acquittal by means of the se'ir
hamishtaleiach, provided only that the
sinner has repented.

"If, however, he has not repented, the
scapegoat can bring acquittal only for



the lighter sins.”

The Rav raises a series of critical
questions, including the following.

1. What innovation does the Rambam
introduce with his initial declaration,
"Since the se'ir hamishtaleiach brings
acquittal for all of lIsrael, the Kohen
Gadol confesses over it in the name of
all Israel"? The classification of the sent
goat as a communal sacrifice is obvious
and emerges from the Torah text itself.

2. Immediately before his passage
dealing with the se'ir hamishtaleiach,
the Rambam lists a litany of potential
means of atonement which are effective
only when accompanied by repentance.
How can he now suddenly claim that the
ritual of the se'ir hamishtaleiach effects
atonement for specific sins even in the
absence of such repentance?

3. What is the delineating line between
"lighter" sins for which the se'ir
hamishtaleiach is automatically effec
tive and more severe sins which require
tshuva as well?

C. The Rav answers these questions with
one bold, imaginative stroke. Based on
sources in the Written and Oral Law, he
posits that on Yom Kippur two essential
types of atonement are potentially
granted to man: individual and
communal.

Individual expiation is open to each and
every Jew who is strong enough to
undergo a full, heartfelt process of
return. Such acquittal is achieved in
solitary fashion as the penitent plumbs
the depths of his own heart and soul.

Communal atonement, however, is
different. This expiation is granted
globally to Knesset Yisrael, the
community of Israel, "in its entirety and

as a separate mystical kind of self, as a
separate entity in its own right." Once
granted to the collective, this acquittal
is automatically afforded to each
individual who remains linked to
Knesset Yisrael through an unbreakable
bond.

On the one hand, man must travel alone
and in solitary fashion along the path to
individual repentance. At the same time,
however, "Repentant Man' will not reach
his goal and the completion of his
mission salvation as a lonely man of
faith, but only as part of the community
of Israel." }K

Maharalldn(thelSedra

BloodisfoSprinkle,
notfoDrink

Vayikral[17:1 | I[Hor[thelsbul[dflthe
basar[[¢reatures, [flesh]id[id theblood,
and [ Put[it[dn[thedltar Fbroulto
atone[fbr[Your[Souls, Fbr[it[i [Blood
thatlatonesfdr(thelsbul.

Rashi: Thelkoul[Jof[hllCkreatures
depends[dn[Blood,[therefore[ Il Aave
putlitldn[the[altar[tb[akonefbrohan's
soul.[let[Blood[dome[dnd[dtone[fbr
blood.

Gur[Arye:[This[dannotlineanTthe
soul [dfltheflesh", [fbr[the [flesh [Ras[no
soul.[Here,[bhsar[means[treatures"[ak
islfbundlih [skripture.[It[also[does[Hot
mean, [ak[iflskems[tb[shy, [that[the[sbul
is[dctually [ih[dhe[Blood,[do[Rashilik
careful [tb [shy "Hepends[ah [theblood".
Whatl[id[thel[slgnificance[df[shying["the
soul[depends[dn(the [blood"? [H[télls[uk
why [id[isfbrbidden [tb [, fbr[Hashem
has[designated|[itlitd bk [plitloh [the altar

toAatoneor[Chis,CAnd e Chave[Cho
portion [id[itl

MDK:[RI'[AryeKaplan[z![id The Llving
Torah,aH[dc., [nbtes[that[the[life fdrce
oflall[ahimals,[that[Which[drives[them
tolcbnductltheirlives, [id [cbmposed[df
hormones[Fesponsible[For[fightCbr
flight,.J reproductive[] drive,[] food
seeking,[ktc.,[borne[by[ the[blood,
pumped[Bby[dhelheart[do[the[farget
organ.[IBlow[cbnsider[that[chan [Has[al
highlyCHeveloped[pre[ftontal [ tortex
justldnterior (o[dhe HontanelWvhere
thel[téfillin[shellrbsh[sits[that[mhonitors
behavior.[] When[] Phineas[] Gage
survived[ al] railroad[] construction
accidentin[11873,inCwhichhis
prefrontal¢ortex[vas[dblated[by[3
steel[bar,[ he[kuddenly[ becamel[ hn
amoral [ criminal. JWel place[d our
TEFILLIN[SHELYAD [ficing[the [heart,
the[pumpLdfLdur[dnimaldefesh,[dnd
the[SHEL[ROSH [facing[the [phrtldflthe
brain[thatidakes[uk bliman.

CO[M}’}’I}’I Dareparea’llg [V_)r. D/WOJ}IZ D7<u})r

From[Rav[Soloveitchik's
Livingroom

Remembering
RabbilJbseph[B.Sbloveitchik v'st
on[his[1Bth [yhhrzeit,[4th [dhy [df[Pesach

by RabbiElanQdler

|lbhd[thepkivilege [dfsérvinglablah[aide
(mesharet) [tb[Rav[Sbloveitchik[during
his[dstlykarslatMeshiva[University.[As
oneldflalshall[chdre[df[students[Who
accompanied[the[Rav[from[torning
untilIdte[evening, lIWas[ohostly [ih [the
Rav's[presencelihLthe[privacy Ldf[Ris

apartment.[] Every[] Tuesday[] and
Wednesday [ from[2:00[Z:00pm,[for
twolylars[in [the ehrly [TI980s, [([Istayed
with[dhe[Rav,[ds[Wniversity Ldfficials,
Chief[Rlabbis[df[FuropelahdIdrael, tbp
leaders[df[LAmerican[Orthodoxy[dnd
evenl[plainflk[chme[tb[ske[this[highly
revered[[@adol[HaDor.[IWas[nlever[id
the[Rav'shiurCatCYU, CbutdOwvas
touched, [pkrsonallyahdlplofessionally,
by[this[(Morah[gersonality.[The[Ravlsb
embodied[the vhlues[dfldur[fith[that,
uponLkeeing[him[Cht[the[YU[Beit
Midrash [ prior[] tol] a[] dedication
ceremony, [fbrmer[Iiraeli[Chief(Rabbi
Avraham[Shapira 9"si[an[tb[the[Rav
with[dn[3ffectionate[émbrace[dnd[d
kiss[kaying,[ I'Mitzvallenashek [ Befer
Torah",[it[i3[allchitzva [tb [Miss[A[Torah

scroll.

OnelAfternoon,[ AL grandsonLbf[ the
Rav's[chmel[tb [shy[hkllo,[shying[hle [Was
leaving[to [dive [dlshiur[ih [@lshul[that
night.[The[Rav, [doticing[the[grandson
had[dothinglih[His[Aand,[dsked,[Do
you [Have[any[dotes!"["No,[Zeidi,[Tive
given[this[shiur[3everal[dimes[dnd[1
knowlidlcbld."[Anxious[tdidstructthe
nextlgeneration, [the[Rav(ghve[aHvice[[]
practice(uhtilthisdhy:Even [sb, always
take [allféw [dotes[ih our [Hocket, [You

neverkhow."

|[thaveled[tb [Winnipeg,[(Manitoba [fbr
Yeshiva[Wniversity[dnelyear,[dnd[the
assistant[principal Ldf{dhe[liberal Lday
schoollsharedsbmething[thatWeighed
heavily[dn [his[chind.[He[Was[alrhbbi, [al
shomer[Bhabbat[hnd[the[linofficial
Halachic[duthority, [(But[hostLdflthe
students[in[the[3choolCvere[from
traditional[] though [ not[] observant
homes.[1A[1Shabbaton[1was[1being



planned[Where[allthe [students[bad[tb
stay LWithin[WvalkingLdlistance Lof[ the
school,lahd [many[phrentsatkediflthey
couldClrop [Lbff[ their [kids[HaterCodn
Friday Chight, Chfter (familyCbr[Cbocial
functions.[He[[Was[ $ympathetic,[but
ruled[that[this[WouldMiolate[Shabbat
and[the[SpiritCdf[the[Shabbaton[dnd
therefore(all[studentshhd[tblcbme[fdr
theldntire[Shabbaton.[Mis[Popularity
sanklamong(thelkids[ahd(their[phrents.
He[dhared[his[disappointment[ivhile
feeling[He[Ibst[their[despect.[(He[Was
now [dnelylahd[idolated.

When Irkturnedtb YU, IInhentioned
this[td [the[Rav, Who[shared With [nhe[al
couplebf fulingsCin[Boston Lwhich
made [him[féel[the [shme[Way.["Rebbe",
[Chsked, [(T'wouldClkhe(JRav[have[h
moment[tb [Jerhaps[call[this[Rabbilih
Winnipeg[and[give [Ihimchizuk?"
Without[hesitation,[ 11 ]dialed[the
number, ahdltheltWospokefdriglitelal
while.(llICdever (forget[dhe [Rind[dnd
supportive[Words[With [Which[the[Rav
lifted [this[Rabbi[dut[df[the Malley [df
despair, [using[elxamples [ftom [His[dwn
lifeClandCcareerCdwhenlhe[dmade
unopupular] Halachic[J decisions.
Imaginelgetting[duchdninexpected
calllL. ¥fromkhe[Rav?[IThe[kabbillin
Winnipeg[félt[vindicated, [ahd[through
thelJ Rav's[Jincomparable ] personal
chizuk,[dwas[Jable[Jto[dregain[Jhis
confidence,[as[Wwell[As[his[previous
stature[linCltheLlschool.LIThe[Rav's
empathy, Cinasterfully Léommunicated,
made[all[the[difference.

Rabbi Elan Adler has been a guest lecturer at
the OU Center, hosts "The Derech Eretz
Hour" on israelnationalradio.com and you
can learn more on his website, ElanAdler.com

Parsihe [Peints Go Pencer
Acharei

) Whyldoes[the[Torah[identify[Aharon
as[Moshe's[Brother (JACHICHA) When
tellinglIMoshe [ ltolLlcommand[JAharon
aboutlthelrules[dfléntering[the (Holy [df
Holies[{16:2)?[ Doesn'tl Moshe[know
that[Aharonl[id[his brother?

2) (WhyLik[dhe[personvho[leadsthe
goatl to[ the[HesertLbnLYom[Kippur
called[the[[8HOT I [{oosely [tFanslated[as
MANOFMY MIMETk:21)?

3)(Why[Ldoes[the[Torah[doncludelthe
Yom[Kippurlskrvice[With[the[skemingly
extralWwords[BEFORELGD[BECOME
PUREL{LIFNEICHASHEMLTITHARULL]
16:30)?[Mhis[dntire[drocessHasHeenLlih
the[Temple[Before LG D,[doLikn'tLthis
pointldbvious?

ParshaPointstoPonder
by Rabbi[Dov[Lipman

Suggestedahswers

) MheMliMakar [ahswers [that [G D [Was
instructing[ Moshe[fo[inake[3ure[that
Aharon[lnew[that[He[cbuld[notlrklyldn
hisLdlose[delationship Livith[Moshe[dnd
assumel[thatlhe[vas[protected from
punishment[ih[Moshe's[herit.[Hevas
beinglCtommandedhot[to[ knter[ the
room[Hespite[the[fact[that[he[wvas
Moshe's[Brother-.

2) [The[Rashbam [Explains[that[this[than
was[an[éxpertlin[the[#oads[And[the
desertlahd[Was[able[tb[hklpatahy [TIME
he[wWas[chlled[upon fbr[hklp.

3)TheIS'fornoteachesthatClthese
words[eimphasize [that[even[ifilwe [fbllow
alllthe[dommands[fbrthelservice,[true

purityChnd[Forgiveness Cwill Conly[Cbe
achieved[ifllthe[peoplelsincerely [donfess
and[FrepentC BEFORELIG D [hnd[they
cannotllrelyUsolelyClon[lthe [ITemple
service.

CHIZUK #DUD

DivreilTorah from|thelweekly|sedra
withla focus'onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael U

Chizuk for Olim & Idud for not yet Olim

“After [(dhe [doings [{k'ma'asei) Ldf[Hhe
land[df[(Bgypt[Wherelyou[dwelled[(e
shav[tém)[ybushall[not[do,[And[after
theldoings[(k'ma'asei)[dfl the[Thnd[df
CanaanOwhere[d[bringCyou{meivi
etchem),louldhall[dot[do” [{Vayikra
8:2,3)

OfWhathlueateltheselidstructions, [if]
weldoldot[Know[dxactly[What[Were
these[(doings'[df[the[Thnds[df[Egypt
and[€Canaan[dndWhy[they[\Were[do
insidious[lhs[ ko[ warrant[h[kpecial
prohibition?

Perhaps[“Egypt" [(Here[stands[fbr[all[df
theIdnds[dflthe[Golah [th [WhichJéws
over[theldenturies[Bave[Been[driven
or[Have[Wandered.[And[the[Mland[df
Canaan"[here[stands[fbr[EretzMisrael,
Zion,[ahd[érusalem [Which[gver[since
welléft, [there[hhs[always[been [present
inCourlprayers[dnd[dubconscious[ds
the[place[vhere[AIICofChisChaturally
belong.

It[id[tb [Hoth [the historic [Egyptahd by
extension[to Ldvery[dalut[dnd[to[the
HolyMand[Whether[called[@anaan[dr
State[df[T¥rael, [that[the [@bove [tkxt[id
referring. [ SokhatCwhen Cithe Ckext
speaks[degatively[df[d[na’aseildretz

Mitzrayim[dr[alcha’aseildretz[Tanaan,
itLds[dlluding[fo¢ertain[dindesirable
behavior[traits[Associated[With[the
lands[&f[the [(Diasporalgenerally[dnd
with[khe[general[ljuestion[lof[khe
returnltd Zion.

AndOwhatOare[dthese[undesirable
behavior[kraits? [ Inregard[ ko[ khe
Golah, [t 0 [that[(youldwelled[there
(yashavtem)[Chfter [allWhile [you[Would
adapt[tb[the [new[cbnditions, BHegin[tb
prosper,[Ifind[dsolutions JtoCyour
religious[deeds, [sink[deep[doots[ihto
your[exilicUculture[JandClconsider
yourself[dltbshav.[This[i$[the [tha’asei
eretz[Mitzrayim, [the[aktraction [dflthe
Golah Whichlalreadystartedlid[ahcient
Egypt, LWhich[ik[domething[ylou[thust
guard[hgainst.[Similarly[the[Cha’asei
eretz[ Canaanvhich[oulnust[dlso
eschewl[i$[theldismallfactlthat[[[shys
the[Lord, CinustChlways[3'bring[you
there” [{meivilCktchem).[¥ouFarely
comeloluntarily. (TThe ClLord Cimust
exert[allsbrts[dflpressures.[Mherel[id
your[dvelahdlallegianceltd [the [hnd?

Tolthose[Whosbffer ftom[the [mha’asei
eretz[Mitzrayim[syndrome,the[Torah
saysL(Vayikra[18:4,5):[(True, [oulLthay
beldble[fo[performlinitzvotlin[the
Diaspora,[but[in[Eretz[YisraelLper[]
formanceldf[Mitzvotltakes[dnalspecial
quality.[dlbkcomes[ldlechetbhhem, o
walk[ih[them"[dndMtoive[ih[them"
(v'chaild bahem).[d They[dacquire[1a
dynamicldharacter[dnd[their[dpiritual
significanceik[deepened.[So[do[ ot
allow[thelgalut[Tethargy[doLdullCdhe
homing instinct] that[ every [ Jew
possesses.[omehbme!
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