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ShmictafromE€hu”L?

Aldumber[dflyearsldgo, [there as[an [Ad[fbr [A[flindraising [groject[dflsome
organization.[Doesn't[hatter [What[drganization.[Their [ditch [(dent[sbmething
like[this:[Nlow[youlchn[dbserve[Sh'mita[Whileliving[ih [Thutz [l Aretz. [Here's
your[chanceltb[perform[this[special [EretzMisrael[ohitzva[ftom [the [cbmfort[df
your hbme [ithoutlelenlcbming(td Israel.

Ithtentlsbmethinglike [that. [Here's hbw iflwent. Ebralmodestdbnation [of [§36,
you[chn [Buy [alshuarelckntimeter[dfldnd[id [the [Galil. Moulaktually [gbt[aldeed
forourand[purchase.[TheWhole[plot[dfllind [Was[tb [y [fAllow[during[the
Shmitalyear, [thereby,[dach[dwner[Would HLlfill Cthe [hitzva[df[V'HASH'VI'IT
TISHM'TENA [flom [Parshat[Mishpatim[ahd[strupulouslylakoid[the [fdur [Shmita
prohibitionsfdom [Phrshat[Blhar.

Cleverfindraising[ploy! Butnbt[the [pbint.[Does itl'Work'hhlachically? [Also [nbt
thel[point.[The[point[id[that[Sh'mitalid[dne[dflthe[Mitzvot[HaT luyot[BaAretz.
Oneldflthe [mitzvotlcbnnected[tb [the [hnd[df(Idrael. Jéws[ate[sipposed(tblive
in[Bretzisrael [(that's[ids[dwn [hitzva) [ahd [they [aFe[slipposed [tb [Keep [hany
mitzvot[thatlchn ohly bk[dbnelbkre.

Which Lhitzvot[af[this[type[dpply Ldoday [By [T orah [Thw, Lwhich [By [Rabbinic
decree,[And[Which [do [Hot[abply [until (e [Have [alduly [donstituted [Sanhedrin,
majority [df(the Jéws[df[the World[iVving [ih ([BretzMisrael, Movel [(Also flom [this
week's[sédra)bhck [id fll [swing... [S[also [bksides[the [pbint.

The[Jéwish[people[Belonglin [BretzYisrael. (This[id Where[G [dlalways [planned
thatlWelshould[Bel[after [(He[tboklds[dut[df[Bgypt.[DurlvariousldxilesWere
broughtlupon[ukWhen We[filed[td [keep the Morah, When Welfiled [t [rémain
faithful [td (G [d. But[EretzYlisrael batasalways [the [gbal [Hhd [still [isl. cont. p.4

Jerusalem/outltimeslfdr Parshat[B'HAR

6:52pMm[[I8:08pm Summerfime (seelphge BlfdrGtherzanim)
Earliest[[16:02pm [£]CheckedlahddoublelcheckedfbrShabbatPhrshat BPHAR

Word H)f ﬂjlle month Last[Motza'ei[Shabbat[(Emor) Was[thefist
opportunity fbr[Kiddush[vanalakcording[tb MinhagMerushalayim. [Since the
actual[first[dp [Was[Friday [night [TWhen [We[do [not[shy (KL [uhless[id[id[the st
opportunity, [By [Motza'ei[Shabbat[the [Moon [Was[alday[dlder, [Brighter,[and
higher[i[the [sky [IThll (fActors[that[ihcrease[ifs [sibility ahd [duration [fbr [us.
Seven[day[deople[Hegan K LIdnTuesdaydight[MTButthey[do[dot[Havelthe |
same[droblem[With[@lyoung[Moon[dfldnly[threeldays.[Bor[those Who [Wait 7!
for Motza'ei[Shabbat[ahd [did (ot [shy (KL [Est Motza"Sh, [this [coming[Motza'ei 4 .
Shabbat[islah[ekcellent[time, ith [the [dst[ap [still séveral [dhys[alvay. >




Candles (earliest) B'HAR Havdala next[wbek
6:52 (6:02) Yerushalayim 8:08 657 /[BII4
1:08 (6:04) S'derot 810 7301815
1:07 (6:02) Gush[Btzion 8:09 71101314
1:09 (6:04) Raanana 811 71400816
1:07 (6:03) Beit[Shemesh/RBS 8:09 7:12[181I5
1:09 (6:04) Netanya &Il 7140087
1:08 (6:04) Rehovot 810 71301316
1:05 (6:03) Be'erSheva/Otniel 8:09  7:10[/I814
1:08 (6:03) Modi'in/Chashmona'im 8:10  7:12[/I81I5
6:52 (6:03) Petach[Tikva 811 65706
6:52 (6:01) Maale[Adumim 8:08 6570”4
1:08 (6:03) Ginot[Shomron 810 71301815
1:07 (6:00) Gush[Shiloh 8:09 71201314
1:07 (6:02) K4[&Hevron 8:08 711018114
1:07 (6:02) Giv'at[Ze'ev 8:09 72003114
1:08 (6:03) YadBinyamin 810 71301316
1:09 (6:04) Ashkelon 811 71408116
6:58 (6:03) Tzfat 8:10  7:0307TEI6

Rabbeinu[Tam [Havdala[[IB'HAR [I8t50pm

Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
716 lyar * May 11 20
EarliestiTalitl & T'ilino0000004:5004:43am
Sunrisell00000000000000000000000005:4605:40am

SofiZ'maniK'1Sh'malii00009:1009:07am
(MageniAvraham:08:3008:26am)

SofiZ'mani T'filan00o00000010:19010:17am
(Magen(iAvraham:19:4419:41am)

Chatzotimommmmim12:35%.pmi12:35%.am
(halachicinoon)

Minchal Gedolanoo00000001:1001:11pm
(earliestiMincha)
PlagiMinchalmmmmmmge:01%416:05%apm

Sunsetli00000000000000007:3107:37pm
(basedi onl seal level:l 7:2507:31pm)

www.ttidbits.com
for PDF[files[dfTT [(Whole,
lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
Palmxkrsion,MorahMidbits
Audio mp3ffiles...[ahd[more!

Ifthe Beit[HaMikdash[stood[tbday, lahd [iflybuere MAMEI [(br [akther [rbasons) lahd
missed [Korban [Pesach [dstimonth, lybuMould bk [id [the fihal[stages [df [plrification [id
anticipation [of[bFinging [Korban Pesach [(Sheni) [this[Wednesday [afternoon.

S'firatHaOmercéminderfdrthose Whoate[nbIdngerlcbuntingwithalblacha:
Countingleverynight[(evenWithout[albracha)[is(a[Mitzva

| Days/[[Years =80? | | HaRav[Haber's[sedra?({no,[Emorivas) |
Betzalel 11 2 Sh'mot, 4 Vayikra, 2 Bamidbar
| It's[nbt(likealmonth[ofSlindays | ‘ Raphuslciicullatus |
g Somelhssumellthat[Ithey[ hre
| Food wvith Thelgood Wine | standing[dn [drinciple[hen[they[akre

As Tonto would say: No write, him talk

onlylstandinglahlcéremony.
From('A[CandlebyDay"by[RabbiShragaBilverstein
ACandlelbyDayB®TheAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal

by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[054[209[8200
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cont.[flomfdont[phge

Andlhow[hbout[the[$ervice[that[h
number[dfldrganizations[drovide? [Bax
us[dldrayerland[WeWilllihsert[it[ihto
thelcracks[dflthe[Motel fbrybou.[MVhat
ever[ineritCthe[ddealhas[ITthere[ds
somethingfindamentally Wrongith it

Which [phrt[dflthe fdllowingMouldlybu
sayLik[dhe[dnost[dignificant? [ BeinglLih
Israel.[Being[ih Jérusalem.[Davening[ak
the[Kotel.[Putting[h[k'vittel Lin[Cthe
Kotel?Welvbte [fdr[the [first[three.[But
wholdeeds[dhem[f[youldan[do[the
fourth by fax?

Wouldyoulbelieve[ that[ there[hre
people[MholregularlyMisit[the [Kotel...
viald the[d various[] Kotelld cams?
Something'sWrong.

Which[Brings[uk [aFound[td [rkpeating[al
themeldf[kad [Tidbits [phst. Ia [checking
ourarchives, (Iwe[JfoundIthe [Jidea
expressed[d[few[different[Ways[dvery
fewlybars. [dlhhs[tb[db Withthe fAmous
question, [MAINYANSHMITAETZEL
HARSINAI? (What[ik[the [deason[fbr
mentioning[Hlar[Sinailih [the[ihtroducl]
toryLpasuk[ o[ the [Jaws [ bf[ $h'mita?
Rashilgives[Bis[fhmous[dnswer,[Based
onlehrlier[sburces.Thefdllowing[idlnbt
meant[to[detract[dt[dll[from[Rashi's
answer. [[f's[stlahotheray[dfldoking
at[things,[@nother Way[df[deacting[do
thelphsuk.

Har[SinailtepresentsL Torah.[$hmita
represents[Bretz[Yisrael. (INot[dnly [k
Sh'mitalA[itzval tonnected[ to[ the
Land,[it[i$[also [the [thitzvalsingled [dut
by [the[T orah,[#he[heglectLdfivhich

brings[éxileLdpon[the Jewish[People.
Torah[(@nd[Bretz[Yisrael. (What's[the
connection?[What[does[Bretz[Yisrael
have [to CldoOwithOTorah? OWould
someone[abk[that?[Noldnelshould, But
some[JéwsIplobably Wonder.

Thelfirstldimethat[G[d[dppeared[do
Moshe,[He[fold[him [dhat[MHe Wvould
descend[idto [Egyptltd [bringlthe People
upfdomlthereltd [EretzMisrael. [G[dldid
notlsay,[Here's[thelplan:[1.[Takelthe
people[dutldflBgypt.[2.[Givelthem[the
Torah.[3.[Bring[them[tb [BretzYisrael.
He[Said [ [ih Conelpasuk: [dake [isLdp
from[Rgyptlto[Bretz[Yisrael.[On[the
way?[Yes,[Live[Were[to[ teceive[ the
Torah.[That[ik[the [deasonve[dre[d
nation.[To[live [d[Torahife...[ih[Bretz
Yisrael. [ MWhat[hboutEvhenDBvelhre
exiled?[TorahLihLdur[placesdfLdxile.
But[MHE[Place[fbr @[Morah Way [dfllife
isid [EretzMlisrael.

Vayikra[25:38(in[B'har)[shys[it ell: [T]
am[HaShem, [ybur[G[d, Wholtboklybu

out[df[theIand[df[Bgypt[Itb [give [you

the[dland[df[Canaan,[to[Be[G[dlUnto

you.[LThe[Torah[vas[given[dt[Sinai,

outside[FretzMisrael, [tb[nhake[slire [We

know [that[Torah must[be kkptlelenid

exile.[By[ihtroducing[the [portion Lbf
Sh'mitalChnd[lYovel Cvith[(the Cextra’

words,[B'HARCSINAI,the[Torah s

making[sure[JthatClweJknow[the

connection[Between[Torah[dnd[Bretz
Yisrael.

Dol[We[Haveldverything[Hereyet? Mo,
welsltill [Await[the[Mikdash, [@nd[thore

Jews.
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B'HAR

32nd [od (54 [sddras;
9th [od (10 [id(Vayikra

Written Loh (99 (lihes [id[aITdrah, [rdnks: [(5Dth
1[phrshiyot; ([Tapen, [T cIbsed

57 psukim, [ednk: [50th; (Takt [il(Vayikra

737 [wbrds, [rdnk: [5Dth; [Tabt [id (Viyikra

2817 [ekters, [ednk: [5Dth; Lakt [id (Vayikra

AlLvry [sHort [sddra. [Qhly [4Tade [sHorter, [uil.
Nitzavim, Wyeilech, (Hhazinu, (ot (HhBracha

MITZVOT

Contains (24 Lmitzvot ([ Tpdsitive, [TT [pfohibitions

B'har's [mlitzva [cdunt [miight [ndt [sdem (THAT [high,
but[ohly (TTodher [sddras (hive [more [mitzvot [tHan
B'har. [Piit [differently, [BIhar (has [more [mitzvot
than [45 [of[tHe [54 [sddras [id [tHe [Tdrah, [42 [of
which [ade [Tohger [sddras [tHan [Blhar. [Aad [iflwb
look [ad (Mitzva (Dbnsity [(ND), [wk [fihd [tHat [tHere
are [odly [4Tsddras Lwith [pdoportionally [more
mitzvot ([&0doshim, (KiTditzei, (Emor, Mishpatim.
The [tdp [9Tmiitzva [selras [adcount ok [£7% [od[al
mitzvot. (17 [sddras [hdve [nd [mitzvot [ad [all, [add
the (28 [odher [sddras (have [tHe [adher (33%.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

NumbersUin[[squareCbrackets] ClareCthe
Mitzvalcbunts[bf[ Befer[HaChinuch[JAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.L] A=ASEI
(positive CImitzva); CIL=LAV (prohibition) 1]
Rambam[J counts[] positives[] (248)] and

prohibitions[{365) CSeparately. [X:Y [is[the
perek[dnd[gasuk (fromWhich[the [thitzvali

counted.

[P>X:Y[(Z)]ahd[[$>X:Y [(¥)] [iddicate[start
of[d[Parshald’tuchaldr[Ltumaldespectively.
X:Y[3[Berek:Pasuk[dfltheBeginning[dflthe
parsha; [(Z) [B[the[dumber[df[d'sukim[ih[the

parsha.

Kohen [[Erst[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [[I25: | (113

[P>[25:1{7)]COnelbfl the[most
famousldedraldpeners[ih[the[Torah:
"And[G [dlSpoke[tb[Moshe [ATHAR
SINAICkaying...".[JSo Cpopular, Ckthat
Rashi's[question[MAINYANSHMITA
EITZELHARBINAIYuked[id [modern
Hebrew[fo[ean,[What[Hoes[bne
thing[Have[tb[do[With[the[dther.[It[i3
evenldsed[By[people[hol[probably
have[nblidealitlcbmesfdom [Rlashi.)

Theldinusual[dature[df[dhe [pasuklis
based[dn[the[rhre[aHditional (Words[in
theldtherwiselvery fmiliar [phsuk:[And
Gld[kpoke[to[[Moshe[kaying.[TThe
mitzvot[that[fbllow[deal [With [Shmita,
the[Shbbaticallykar.[Albhsiclelementlof
our[belieflidlthat[the Whole MorahWas
revealed by [JG[d[Jto[IMoshe[J(and
though [Him [to [s) [dt[Sinai[{(and [dot
justlthe[Men[@ommandments, [af[many
peopleIJews[dnd[don Jéws [ ould
claim).Mvhythenmention[the[dcation
ofdhisCparticular [detLdbf[dommands?
Oneldf[dhelprinciples[ByWhich [the
Talmud[tkaches[us[the[Dral[Torah[is
"when[bnelksue[ I SingledCbut[Hor
special [ treatment,[the[teaching[hot
only[applies[tb[theldnelidsue, [Hutltb
theholelgroup [ftom [Whichliflchme".

OUlIsraelllCenter(rTib54 3T 5 WX TheB'harlb771lssue

Here[the[teaching[ds[this:[Just[hs
Shmita[Wvith [its [details [vas [given [dt

Sinail(lt[shys[sb[specifically [right (hkere L]

and[thel[details[dre[dot[depeatedih
D'varim,[vhichChnightCndicate [ that
detailsLoflhitzvotLvere[partLdflthe
covenant[ ht[ Arvot[ Moav[ hnd[hot
necessarily[dt[Sinai), o [tho [Were[dll
mitzvot[givenat SinailWith [their [details
(and[nbtfdst"thapter[headings").[This
idealik[dn[important[feature[dfl the
Chain[df(Tradition,[ahd[id[ah [eksential
component[df("Emunat[Chachamim",
theltrust,[faith,[And[¢onfidence Live
must(hhve id [ehch[ihk [of[the [@hain.

Onlahother[Iével (Welstill[can[akk[the
question: Mwvhy [Was[this[garticular[skt
of[mitzvotlchosen by [Gld, [sbltd speak,
to[deachis[dhelgeneral[dule?"[One
commentator[offers[Jthe [Jfollowing
insight:[The [ohitzva[df[Shmitaltkaches
usLamong[dther[things)[that[G[dlih
concernedith[themMundanethings[of
this[World.[Helchres[about[uk[ahd[dur
earthly[fitlds[ahd[ttees.[And[Helekists,
notLonly Lih[the Lofty CtealmCof[the
heavens, [ but[ His[(Essencefills[the
world.[G[d's[choice [dfldwly [Har Sinai
as[thelMenuelfbrlgiving[us[the[Torah,
was[oheant[tb[tbach [us[the [shme[idea.
Howl[abpropriatelthat[the [Torah[tklls
us[khat[3e[Cwas[Cht[BinaiCthat[(IG[d
commanded|ubthe [Aws[af[Shmita.

Herellis[hnother[ideal hs[ ko[ why
specifically[Sh’mita[idlsingled [out[as the
mitzvaltb[tkach [us[that[all[thitzvot[df
fromSinaiWith [l [detail. [inhakes[the
EretzMlisraellcbnnection.Thelplirpose
of[dur[Being[thken[dut[df[Bgyptland
beinglglven[theMorah [Was [t [Bring[us

to[Bretz[Yisrael[dnd [that [We[should
live[alTorah [ife[in [this Mand. Mhere[id
no[dbetterchoice[dtoCdmakeCthis
additionallpbint.

"WhenlyoullcomeltoOthelLand..."
ThelLandOisOtoObelresteddeach
seventhllyear.lForlsixOyearsdone
worksl thel fields,0 andl onl the
seventhltherelisOtodbelalShabbat
todHaShemlforOtheOLand;Oneither
land [326,L220[25:4]0 norl trees
[327,L221[25:4]0maylbelworked.
Evenl thatl whichl growsl onl its
own,OmaylnotObelharvestedl(inla
normalll manner)l from0 thell land
[328,L222[25:5]0 orl trees [329,
L223[25:5].0(ThelTorahOusesOthe
terml "vineyard",l but meansl to
includelallltrees.)IShmitalyearQis
for alll tod benefitd fromOtheldland
(withoutOthelusuallsharpOdistincl
tionl betweenll landlownerl and
others);0 andl forl thel animals.
(Shmitalgivesithelandhlkhancello
restorell itself,0 andl givesl usl a
chancell toll putll ourl relationship
withl thell environmentl andl with
thelbtherlkcreaturesliwholsharelkthe
EarthOwithOus,0in0perspective.01t
helpslusietlburlprioritieslbtraight.)
Shmitalifemindslusbfiwholkreated
andbtilllules.

MitzvaWatcch

Notelthat[there[are[fburlprohibitions
herelid Bhar[pkrtaining[tdSh'mita,ahd
there[i[d[Positive[dommand[to[dest
thelldndlidlthelséventhlykar, idPhrshat
Mishpatim.[Ik[k[doteworthy,[dhough
not[that{Clinusual,Cthat[ChnChrea[Cbf
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Jewish Maw[i3[dresented [tb [us[Hy[the
Torah[ih[this[Way [[IWith [both [positive
mitzvot[_hndprohibitions[{and[hot
necessarily[from [the [shme[gortion [df
text).[Shabbat,[Sh'mita, [(Yom [Kippur,
Yomov, [khshrut[{to[ah[ektent),[ek[al
all[dre[Heavily Ldprinkled LWvith [erious
prohibitions.[J As[] such,[J wel are
duty [Bound[tb[Moelthe [mhark"[ést[We
violate[IG[d's[ Law.[[Our[motivation
would[end o [(Be[Mfear Cof[heaven",
fear[df[sin, féar[df[punishment.[Skrong
motivations, [But[dot[ds Heautiful (dnd
powerful [a$[the [motivation[df"Love lof
Gld'(thatli$[ak[dlay[When[dnelskrives
tols¢rupulously Ellfill [G [d's[cbmmands.
Onelshould[nbtlske[Sh'mitaloherely [ak
alderies[df[Idon'tLdo[this",[don't[do
that".[JWelshould[rejoice LinClthe
opportunityl] to[d serveld GId
demonstrateldur[fith[ahd[cbnfidence
in[(Him, [Be [fteer[tb [skudy[Bis[Torah
and[] perform[] mitzvot.[] Observing
Sh'mitaisCdnotjustCavoiding[Cthe
prohibitions.I1[id[alpositive [statement
of Cbur[beliefCdn[the[XCreator[hnd
Master [of[the World.

[P>25:8[ 7)]0Whenlhelmnajority
ofll Jewsl arel in0 Israell andl the
infralktructurell oftl Torahl lifell in
IsraellisOintact,)0thedSanhedrinOis
required] toll countl seven
successivellsevenlyearlcyclesI49
years [330,A140[125:8].0 Onl the
YomKippurloflthe50thlyear,the
Shofarlstolbelboundeddasbweldo
eachllyearlonR oshHaShana,land
asweldolinOsymbolicOfashionOat
theltonclusion[bflNe'ilalkachlyear)
[331,A13725:9].0ThisbOthOyearls
toll bell proclaimedl "kodesh"l as

Yovell [ thel Jubileeld year [332,
A136[25:10].0Farminglthellandlis
forbidden [333,L224[R25:11]0 (as
duringlShmita),lasOare0harvesting
thatl whichl growsl onl its own
[334,L225[25:1 170 andl gathering
thelfruitlofltheltreeslindalnormal
manner [335,L226[25:11].0Yovel
isl holy;0 well "eatl ofl] thel land".
DuringlYovellonelreturnsOtoOhis
estate.

There[ds[hn[Important[_konnection
between[the [blowing[df[the[Shofar[dn
Yom[Kippurldflthe[Yovel[year,[dnd
the[ahnual [Shofar Blowing[dn [RH [Tk
fact,lvellkarn [dbout[the[Blowing[df
Shofar[dn[Rosh[HaShana[ftom[that[df
Yovel.[The Word[SHOFAR [id[nbt[uked
in(the[Torahlih[the[dontext[df[Rosh
HaShana.[RHG3[tb (Be [a[T'RU'ADAY,
but[veWould[deally[(Rave[d[difficult
time [khowinghat[td [db [oh [RH [hhd it
not[Been[fbrlthe[@ral[Torah[taching
us[the[parallels[to[Yom [Kippur[bf
Yovel.[Qomparing(the[téxts[offthe thvo
days,[Melfind[d[TishreiTishreilthatch
and[ChLIT'RU'AM'RU'Almatch.[IThe
Gemaraldeaches[dis[fhatDive[dnswer
the[duestion[ds[Hohow[foLdnake[d
T'RU'Ali [Mishreil(Rosh[HaShana), (Hy
doing[it[the[dame[Way[ds[the[dther
Tishrei[(XT'ru'alils[produced [Ivith[3
Shofar.[ThisLhethod[df[Tearning[RH
fromLYKLbfYovel LisLknown[As[ 4
G'ZEIRACSHAVA.t[dsCone[bf[ the
methods by [Which [the Written[Word
and[the[Dral[Maw [areinked.[G"Sh[is
part[bf[the[Tradition[passedCdlown
throughlthelgénerations.
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Levi[Skcond[Aliya
5[plsukim [II25: | 418

Inbusinesswithlothers,lonelimust
deall ethically [336,A245[125:14]
(thel mitzvall is0 actuallyll the
commandl tol thel courtsll to
carefullyl carryl outl thel rulesl of
businesslconduct);litlisOforbidden
toll cheatl inl business [337,L250
25:14]0(sincelland0returnsdtolits
originall ownersl atll Yovel,l real
estatell purchaseslarell onlyl forl a
specificlperiod.0PricesOtherefore,
shouldlFeflectlthethumberlbfliyears
remainingl untill thel nextd Yovel.
ThislisOthelcontextloflthelgeneral
mitzvotlregardinglproperlbusiness
practices.)

MitzvaWatch

Herel[ik[Yet[dnother[éxample[df[dn
arealteplete[With[prohibitions[bf[ 2
wideWariety Livith[d [positiveLinitzva
commandinglus[tb[donductldurselves
inChccordance[with[theetter[And
spiritlofbhlacha. Perhaps [this[idldne [of
thelrkasons[fbr[thelpositive [ohitzvalih
thesel[dreas.[Technically,[the[Jositive
commandis[]"unnecessary",[since
avoidance[oflallthe [plohibitions lould
already [Bring[ds[tlo Ldompliance [With
Gld's[Will.[The[positive[rhitzva,[then,
can[Helunderstood[ak[rkquiring[Us[tb
put[bur[heartsCntoOwhat[veLChre
doing,[dot[éven[liolate [the [dpiritLdf
the[daw,hnd[be[prepared[ ko[ ko
"beyond[the [kall Cof Clduty” L(lifnim
mishuratChadin).[Furthermore, Cit[s
through [dhe[Positive [thitzval[dhat[Wve

can [aktain [(Higher O&vels [df[shnctity, [ak
welhre[challenged [with LIK'doshim
Tihyu.

Rambam[describes[dertain[Situations
in[business[]inld which[Cdone[ can
technically [det[dway [With[domething,
but(bk[idlcbnsiderednbt[tdhhvelatted
in(Ch[droper Jéwish [channer".[Berhaps
the[ positive[] commandment[] also
comes[lto[Iteach[lus[not[to[take
advantage[df[the[tkchnical Ibopholes,
butlrhther[tb[donduct[durselves[With
the[highestlUlstandards[JofCbusiness
ethics, [id [rbcognition [that[this id[G [d's
Will.

Onl[another[dote... Let's[shy[that[ah
artLdealer[passes[dff[d[ good[quality
fakelak[ah [driginal [ohaster.[To bk [siire,
thelakt[dealer[hhs[violated[thebhlacha
againstcheating[id blisiness. Butwhose
law[Jhas[Jbeen[violated?[1Do[lwe
consider[this[type[dflcheating[tb[He[al
rabbinic[prohibitionCinspired[by[the
Torah's[Istatements[Iregarding[1the
particular(ekampleloficheating[vis[alvis
thelyears[demainingLdntil Y ovel.[No.
Welshy[thore.[MVe[shy [that[the[Dral
Law[ teaches[is[thatl¥ovel[ds[the
particular(cbntext[fbrlalwidelchtegory
of[prohibition. [lh [dther Words, [in [this
case,[ lwelJare[Inot[]dealing[]with
Torah[ihspired[dabbinic Léxtension[df
Torah[Law.[ MWel[ hre[Healing[with
Talmudic[DEFINITION [df(Torah Thw.
These[d are[d not[d the[d same; [ the
distinction[Between[them[d[significant
tolour[keepingLithingsClinClproper
perspective.

NotlonlyllmustonelhotkakeMunfair
advantagell offl hisll fellowl in
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moneylmatters,ThelmustObelcarel
full notl toll "oppress"d orll deceive
othersll withl words [338,L251
25:17].0 ThisO prohibitionO isO very
serious,laslevidencedbylthellink
thelpasukOmakeslbetweenlitdand
thell mitzvall toll reverell (fear)
HaShem.

Safeguardlandlobeylthelstatutes
andllawsloflthelTorahOandOdwell
inlkecurityllonlthelLand.OThisdink
betweenlbbservancelbfllT orahlhnd
continuedlpeaceful,Osecurelliving
inldsrael,Oshnbftlrepeatedheme,
onell thatD mustObelkeptldindmind
today,lhsleverlbefore.)

Shilishi{IThird[Aliya
6 [plsukim [I125: 1924

ThellLandOwilllyieldOtsbountylhnd
wellwillleatOourOfilllandOdwelldin
thell Landl in0 security.d Noll one
shouldlquestionOwherelfoodOwill
comelfromO(withOtwolyearslinda
rowl ofll Shmital restrictions).0 GOd
promisesltolblesslthellandlduring
theOsixthOyearld(twolyearsObefore
Yovel)UsolthatOtheOlandOwilllyield
enoughll forl threell years;0 the
plantinglofllthelyearOafterlYovel
willlbupplylburlheedslthereafter.

SDT: Oneldommentator[days[that
thelphsukl[states[that[iflsbmeone[were
to[dskWhat[dreWve [doing[Ho[dat...,
then[G [dwilllcbmmand Hisblessingtd
give[ds[dn[dbundantlyield.[(However,
onellshould[not[ask. LifClwelare
completely[fithful ahd bklieve Mithout
reservation [dr[question [that[& [d[Will
provide[foruk,[then[HeWon't(hhveltd

command [the [blessing[tb[cbme; Wil
happen[ds[dldatural [deaction[tb[that
faith.

Thelandmusthotbelkoldforever
[339,L227[25:23]0 sincel itd isO to
returnl tol its originall owners
duringlvovel [340,A13825:24].

MitzvaWatcch

Rambam[ldefinesLIthe Llprohibition
againstsélling[the [AndMorever"[id [the
context[Welfind[the[drohibition.[The
basis[Hereli$ [that[Thnd [deturns[tbits
originalldwners[ih[Yovel.[AnLdwner
isn'tlcéally ah [dwner;[hk's[alghardian [of
the[dropertylntil(Yovel.[So[Here's[a
personwho[ATTEMPTSItd[séllalplece
of (dand[forever.[Intending[khat[lt
shouldUnotrevertCto Llits Coriginal
owners.[Guess[What?[That[dannot[Be
done.ldThe[dand[goes[ back[koLlts
original[LJowners[]regardless[]of[]a
transaction[tb[thelcbntrary.[The [SUR
here[ik[deallyMattempted” [dellingLbf
land i [ELY.[fbrever.It[chnnotlaktually
beldbne.[Rambam.

Ramban [thkes[the[rhitzva[dut[dflits
context[andlexplains[lthe[ban[hs
forbidding[the[sklling[dfTand [ih [Bretz
Yisrael[to[Thon[Jéws, ClwhoCwe[tan
assumeWill (dot[dbide By [dhe[Yovel
ruleloflréversion[oflawnership.

ltldouldlskem[dbviousffom[Ramban
(andLdther[dources)[Rere[dnd[dther
places(id [the Morah [that[idlidfdrbidden
tolgive[dartldf(Bretz[Yisraellihto[the
hands[dflnon[Jéws, [ckrtainly [ahes[that
areldurlsWornlehemies.
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R'vi‘i [IEburth[Aliya
4[plsukim[1125:25 218

[S>[25:25[(4)]01f0a0persondwere
forcedltolsellloftOhereditarylland
becausel ofll poverty,ll hell orll a
relativelmaylredeem0thellandOby
payingl all proportionall amount
(dependinglliponthowlimanylyears
remainl untill Yovel).0 If0 not
redeemedlbeforelYovel,Othelland
revertsl toll its hereditaryll owners
withYovel.

Rashil saysll thatl wel learnl from
theselp’sukimOthatOordinarily,lone
shouldl notOselll al field0 in0 Eretz
Yisrael,[bxceptlorthelbxtenuating
reasonlbflpoverty.

ThelredeemerlofllandImentioned
in(thelsedralisOeitherlone'sluncle
orflall cousin.0OO0DODONOOBEN
DODO. Degell1MachaneillEfrayim
drawsaIREMEZ [(hint) ftom [this [phsuk
to[dthe[notionClexpressedUin[Clour
sources[ that[We[WillCbe[tedeemed
either [By [David[MaMelech[dr[By[His
descendant..] DODOL] isL] spelled
DALET/DALET/VAV.[Rearranged e
get[ODAVIDIOBENDAVID.

€hamishiGkh[Aliya
1 0[p!sukim [I25:29(38

[S>[25:29[(6)]0I{Isomeonelsellsla
housel inl all walledl cityll (walled,
thatl is,0 fromO thel timel of
Yehoshua,li.e.lOoriginalllconquest),
helhasupltolonellyearltodredeem
it;0 if0 not,O it remainsO theld new
owner'sll forever. Redemption

duringlthellyearfisbylfeturninglthe
fulll amountl paid,0 i.e.l no
deductionlforltheltimelthatdthe
buyerll livedl there.l (ThisO is
technicallylbnlexemptiondfrombhe
Torah'sll banll againstl interest.)
Redemptionl ofll al housel inl a
walledlcityllislalimitzva [341,A139
25:29].00nkhelbtherthand,houses
inthonlwalledtitiesthavelthelbame
ruleslhslandIviz.,Oredemptiondis
possiblel untild Yovel,0 atl which
timell thel housell revertsl tol its
originall  hereditaryll  owners.
Housesll inl Levitel citiesl (even
walledl cities)0 arell redeemable
beyondlthelbnelyeardimit,lhnddo
revertldtodthelLevillatDYovel.0The
Levilhaslhereditarylrightsltolthose
speciall (42+6)0 cities. It0 is
torbiddenltolhlterthelhreasthround
thoselcitiesbylsellingloftOpartslof
thel landl onl all permanentl basis
[342,L228125:34]

[S>[25:35[(#)]0Welhrelbbligatedlto
helplourlfellowlwholhaslfallenlon
hardl times.0 Wel mayl notl take
interestlforlpersonallloansimadelto
helpbhimUout [343,L235[25:37]. "I
Aml GIdO Whol tookll youll outl of
Egypt,OtoldbringllyoultolthelLand,
todbelyourlGOd." (Thislis[definitely
NOT [dldon [sequitur[I[it[dmphasizes
Gld's[Hesire,[ 3o ol $peak, Hor[His
Peopleltblchrelaboutleach[dther. [H[id
asIfJG [dkays[ ko[ us:[ Look[hnd
remember[What[I[ did [(fbryou.[Now
you bk niceltdlyburfdllows.)
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Shishi[Bixth[Aliya
8[plsukim [[I25:39 46

[S>[125:390[4(8)]C0 IfT al JewD sells
himselfllintoOservitudelbecauselof
povertyl(orfanylotherlreason),lhis
masterd]l mayll notl treatl him
contemptibly [344,L257[125:39].
Hel shalll bel treatedl likel an
employee,ll andl staysl withl his
masterJonlyluntildYovel.O(This0is
thel maximum;0 underll normal
circumstances,l] thel Jewish
manlkervantll goesl freel much
sooner.)l Atll Yovel,O hell andl his
familylreturnltoOtheirOhereditary
land.IWelhrelservantsloflGOdand
shouldlhotbelubservientltolbther
people);OnolJewlshalllbelsoldlin
thell degradingl wayll ofll thellslave
market [345,L258[25:42].0Dolnot
subjectl him0 tol hard,0 spiritO
breakinglabor [346,L259255:43].

Jewsl (accordingll toll Torahl law)
maylownlhonJewishlklaves,lsuch
slavesll becomingll heredill tary
property.ll Thesel slavesl arel not
releasedlatYovel,butliremainlthe
permanentll propertyll ofll their
owners [347,[A235[25:44].

Sh'VII[II8kventh[Aliya
| 1 [plsukim [[125:47 [26:2

[S>[25:47[(I 1)]OifadJewlbecomes
allslaveltodalnonJewishllmaster,
wellmaylhotlpermitthimtolremain
so [348,L260[25:53].0Redemption
shouldbelbylhisltloselrelatives,br
himselflliflthelobtainsOthedmeans.

Equitablell calculationl shouldl be
madell forll compensatingll his
master.0 Well must notl letl his
masterlbreaklhisOspirit.0AllOthisOis
becausel Israell isl subservientl to
GId,0 Wholl redeemedl usl from
EgyptianOslavery.0Wel areltodbe
committeddto0Him;Owelmaylnot
makel falsell godsl norl idolsl or
sacredlpillars;Onordmaylwelkneel
onlal"decoratedlstone" [349,L12
26:1].

"KeepMyShabbatlhndrevereMMy
sanctuary,JIDAmOGO.O1t0isOlikely
thatl Shabbatl herell refers to
Sh'mita.[flko,Otdmakeshlmatched
bookendl withl thell beginning of
thelsedra.0On0thelotherOhand,Oif
ShabbatimeansOShabbat,thenlthe
juxtapositionltolldolatrouslprohibill
tionsl alsol makes[ thel pointl that
desecrationl ofll thell Shabbatl is
tantamountlfoldolatry.

Haf¢ara2R[plsukim
Yirmiyahu[3R:6 217

Yirmiyahull spentl mostl offl his
prophecyll "career"l warningl the
peoplell offl thell upcoming
destructionll ofll thel firstl Beit
HaMikdash.OInOaO0movelgearedOto
encouragellthelpeople,aslalsign
thatl afterl exilel thel peoplel will
returnll toll EretzO Yisrael,0 the
prophetll arrangesll forll the
purchase/redemptionUoftUalplotdof
landOthatthelwasO'relatedlto"0(had
thel rightl ofll redemption).0 The
redemptionllisldonelinOanloverly
demonstrativelmanner,Osolthatall
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canllseellwhatlwaslgoingllon.OThis
isonelofltheltopicslfromOParshat
B'har, hencell thell choicell of
Haftara.l Thell "business"l trans(
actionll is accompaniedl byl the
prophecylithatOwellinbourltimelare
witnesstolthelfulfillmentlofl(may
ithcontinuelforever):OForlthussays
HaShem0 Tz'vakot,O thel GOdO of
Israell M housesl andl fieldsd and
vineyardsbshalllbeboughtlhgainlin
thisland.

‘DivreitMenachem
Parshat[/B'har[lopens[byldiscussing
Sh'mital wherebyl everyl sevenl years
thellandin[Israel(lies(fallow[andlitlis
forbiddento[sowlone’s(field, prune
vineyards,[and(tol gather(in/produce.
By[soldoing[Wwe[recognize[that Eretz

Yisraellldoesnotllbelongtolus[lbut
rather(is/algift[fromHashem.

Moreover, bylobserving Sh'mitaliwe
demonstratel Jour(Jtrust/Jin[ /Gld[Jwho
declares(thatby(fulfillingHislaws/and
statuteswelshall[[belablelio]ldwelllin
the[Land[without worry (Vayikra[25:18).
And[therelis[concern/iwhen[nolprol]
ducelis[beingpreparedto’keeplthe
peoplelalivelinlthelupcominglyears.
Hashem/thuslinforms(us(that, *‘I[shall
command My[ blessing upon/ youl in
thel sixth[year[and[it/[the[Land][will
makelits'produceforthe[next]three
years.”

This[lseventh[ Sh'mital lyear(lis[Icalled
Shabbat(] LaShem,[] all sabbatical(l in
honor( off Hashem:[Just/ aslwe, Gld’s
Chosen/People, desist[ from[creative
work[] everyll seventh(] day,[]sol] the
Chosen/Land/must/rest/every(seventh
yearl] in[] recognitionl] of(] Hashem’s

ceasingl] to[] fashion[] the[] world[] on
Shabbat.Justlas(apeoplelisisanctified
through(Torah, and[timelis[sanctified
through(ShabbatandtheMo’adim,so
toollis[ *space” [ +[theIChosen/ Land,
Eretz([ Yisraell ~[ sanctified, [ inter[alia,
bymeans(ofthe[Sh'mitalyear.

Therelis,lin[addition, another/import[]
ant[quality to[JSh'mita. [For['whenlla

Land(land[lts[ peoplel ceasel produc!]
tivity (the[people[can take[time out to

dolwhatweltodayIshould[lwelldo,

namely, teassess/our hational,social,

and(religious(character.

[Parsie Peints to Pender
B'HAR

1) [(Why[does[the[Torahink[the TAws
of [Sh'mitaldbservance[tb [Mount[Sinai
(25:12)?[According[do[the[deaching
quoted By [Rashilthatlthisltkachesthat
justllike @l [EAws [of [Sh'mita Weretdught
at[Binai,[the Cksame[ChppliesCko[hll
mitzvot, LWhy[Was[Sh'mitaldhosen[ds
the[nhitzvaltd[téach [this[Message?

2)[(Why[Hoes[ the[Torah[kay [ 5IX
YEARSLYOU[LSHOULDL$SOWLTHE
FIELD [ahd[SIXYEARSYIOU[SHOULD
PRUNELTHELYINEL{25:3)ihstead[df
simply . saying L1 SIXJ YEARSL1YOU
SHOULD[BOWLITHELFIELD[CAND
PRUNEL] THEL VINE?LI WhyL the
repetition [Qf SIX[YEARS?

3)[(WhyLdoes[dhe[Torah[$tate[dhat
G[DIglves(usthe[dAnd[dfIdrael[MOBE
TONYOUIA[GD(25:38)?[Wasn't[He
our[G[D[bkforeHelghveuklthe[hnd?

ParshaPointsfoPonder
by Rabbi[Dov(Lipman
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VEBBEREBBE

QUESTION: Isiit permittedito heatp
challa'or'to defrost|sliced bread orchalla'on
alhotplate'on Shabbat in'a manner that!it
canlor'does'becomingcrisp?

ANSWER: There is much to[say
about[feheating[fullyldooked foodson
alHotplatelonShabbat, Butwe Wwill(deal
justOwith Cyour Dquestion Dofmaking
baked breadlcrispy.

Oncel something[]is[] fully[J cooked,
further(lcooking! lis[ Ipermitted [ I(other
than[possible[tabbinic[toncerns[ that
one[ imight[stoke[ iflames,[etc.), ‘and
baked[goodsarenot[kubject[to[the
prohibition[ofTfurtherbaking(Shabbat
145b).[0TheJYerei'im[(274), though,
says(that[it[isfully[prohibited folcook
on[ShabbatSomethingthatWasalready
bakedor[bake['somethingthat[was
cooked. [(Cooking[is donethroughhot
liquids(andbaking(is[done With hotair;
deepfrying[Jis[lin[Jthe[Icategory[Jof
cooking,[ and[roasting[is[like[ baking
(seeMagen/Avraham(318:17)).

Onelwould[think[that[one[ may[turn
bread[linto[toast[Jas[that[lis[further
bakinglofibread, dndlindeedimportant
poskim[feelthat[this[Jis[Isol](see
Y'chaveh([] Da'at[] III,[J 22;[] Sh'vitat
HaShabbat, Mevashel((92)).[However,
thereld@reldlsolimportantidissenters, for
various[] reasons.[] Thell Rambam
(Shabbatl] 9:6)[1 says[] that[] turning
something(Softlintohard[orVice versa
is[Jcooking'.[ITheISho'eil (TU?meishiv
(ITI2:20)"applies[ this[ prohibition[to

food[that[lis[Jalready[Jedible[ if lone
changeslits[ consistencyl significantly,
e.g.,imakingsoftbreadlintotoast. This,
however, islaldifficult(teading[of the
Rambam,Jwho “apparentlyCrefersJto
non[foods[(metals, Wwax)[or[to[using
thel¢hangefomakesomethingledible
(see[Da'at[Torah[to[318:5).[The[Rav
Pe'alim[(II,(OC[52)[3aysthat[making
hardened[] bread[] is[J forbidden[] as
MAKEHO  B'PATISHO  (roughly,
finishing[thelcreation[oflamew(éntity).
However,[ 1 making[] toast[ ] does[ ] not
always/ linclude lan[ lextreme[ ichange,
and,[in[anylcase,[most/ disagreel with
thelideal ofl MAKEH[ B'PATISH[ for
foods[ (Bi'ur[ Halacha to[OC[318:14;
see(Yechaveha?atlop. cit.).

Thelstrongest[caseltol forbid making
toast[is[foundlin[Orach(LaTzadik[(6).
Onelargument/is thatmakingfoast/is[d
qualitativelydifferent ] processJthan
baking.[Thelatherlis(thatthe fact[that
toastChas suchlaldifferent[taste from
bread (inhakes(this[¢aselan[éxceptionfo
theltulelthat(therelis[nolbaking[after
baking.[Helis[ ¢cited andlaccepted by
suchl important[ poskim[ as[ Shemirat
Shabbat[K'hilchata(I,[171)Cand[Kaf
HaChayim/(318:78).

Welshouldnote, [though, [that[hot[all
reheating[] ofl[Jbread [Jthat[Imakes[]it
crispierfalls[under[this category.[The
Orach(llaTzadikhimselfMotes thatthe
Shulchan™ Aruch(] (318:15)0 allows
putting Ceven[cooked foods [opposite
the [fire Without[the presencedfliquid.
Helsays/thatfit/dependsdnWhetherthe
foodlislih[@lpot/panior(directlylexposed
tolthefire. Onlylinlthe latter(caseisthe
process[] and/or[] result[] qualitatively
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different/thanwhathad(existed before.
Thus, [0nelcould [put(the(bread(indpan
on[thelhotplateland [probablyldirectly
onlit.

Onemaymotputfoodlinlaplacewhere
ittwouldLcook [{fTleft[for[along[time
evenlifiheplans[tolremovelit[sooner.
However, lin(this([case, [(where the [food
is[Jalready[Jobjectively[lcooked,the
problem[ofltaking[it(fo[the mext[stage
maydependlon fhelihtention for[thatfo
happen( (seel Taz[ 318:6, onel ofl the
Orachl] LaTzadik's[] main[] sources).
Therefore, oneWwho! plans[to[ defrost
shouldmothavetoWworry[thathe[may
forget[lit[luntilJit[Jturns[Jinto[ toast.
Finally, when(alwhole[¢halla/becomes
crispylon(thebottom, [the[character[of
thechallalis mot(significantlydhanged,
andthelreasonsto[forbid[itCdohot

apply.

Welwould[beltemiss hot tomention
onelpoint[tegarding[reheating[challa.
Often(challal(especially, homemade)is
not['objectively'[fully[baked[(based[on
thehormal perceptionlinl society). If
so,lit[is[forbidden(to[putlit(inlalplace
wherel evenlal small[part[oflitl could
become [fullybaked (ifTleft Tonglenough
(see[Rambam, [Shabbat(9:5).

InCsummary,therelis[somelogic for
the[Stringencylnot[fo[purposelymake
breadlintofoast(on[Shabbat. However,
just[defrostinglorCheating[itfupinla
wayl that[is[not[likelylorlintended to
changel ] thel[] bread's[] character
significantly(is permitted(according(fo
almostall.

Rav(DanielMann,[EretzIHemdah(Institute

FROM A MEASURE OF
BARLEY TO
2LLOAVESIOF WHEAT[2]

by Dr.Meir Tamari

"Onlthe[50th[dayloflSefirat HaOmerlis
Chag[THaShavuotJand Owebring, [in
addition[to[the[ Musaf, [ the new[imeal
offeringJoflthe['Twol Loaves,[ISh'tei
HaLechem[ [ofl new[ wheat]"[ (Hilkhot
T'midim(8).[The[Omer[wasloffered[on
PesachlaslitWwas [Brought/from the(fields
(and[onlyl ground and[sistedlinto[ the
finest[barleyflour),[(whereas [the [wheat
was![ ground[into[flour, the doughwas
kneaded,baked/andlonlylthen offered.

Givenlindividual (freedom[andnational
independencelJon[Pesach, lIsrael[was
comparablel] to[] animals[] with[] only
instinctland[selflinterest(to[guide(them;
49 days![ later[ thesel could[ bel purified
and[tefined[for[$piritual Cand teligious
wisdom[ granted[on[the[50th[ day[that
commemorates. ] Matan[] Torah.";
"Hashem [Surrounded(all(thelactionsof
Israel (with[mitzvot: "if[youplough, 'you
maymotploughWithlan dx dand donkey
together';if[youl sow[ seeds,[ youl may
not[Sowkilayim'; 'if[you[teap [youlmay
notlteapl thel corners oflyourl field'!
(Bamidbar[]Rabbah,[117:5).[1This[]is
sanctifying[lyourselfl throughwhat[lis
permitted[tolyou.

Notlonlylarel there[to[be[ 49 days[of
counting[but[the[ Torah$pecifies[also
seven[]Shabbatot, I not[imerely las[la
statistical [ fact[]but[Jas[Ipart[JoflIthis
purifying[] and[] cleansing[] process.
"Shabbat(trainsuis[fosurrenderto[Gld
andlacceptHis[Yoke. Shabbatteleases
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us[ from[our[ bbsessions[ with[parnasa
(livelihood) Cand"the “accumulationof
material [l wealth, [so[that[]the[lfreed
peoplel¢anbecomeHis Nation"(S.[R.
Hirsch,[] Parashat[] Emor).[] "Shabbat
Bereishit[lcame( Jafter[the[16[ldays[lof
Creation; [ the (iway[one[preparesand
labors[during[theweek[determines the
spiritual [brillianceof his[Shabbat. [ In
turn, Shabbatl[gives spiritualelevation
to[Jthe[16[days[that[1follow"[1(Shem
MiShmuel).Freedom Uand Cprosperity
arelthelgoalsloflanymationaldspirations
but for[ Israel [Jthese[Jare[] only[the
beginning(oflour [personal land[national
aspirations, [ 5o Pesach[thel festival [ of
ourl[hational[freedomlis[ completed by
the[dounting [from [Korban HaOmer, [by
offering[J Sh'tei[ ] HaL.echem[] and[J by
offering[ Bikurim.["While[ hationalism
isLan[essential (heedofl all[hations, [if
Jewish[] nationalism[] willCl not[] be
tempered [ by Torah[it[will bring[the
same(evils(that[other(nationalism(does"
(OrotHateshuva, HaravKook).

[Althoughllchametz[Jand [honey[lwere
usuallyhotlallowed [withthelofferings
oflthelchagim],"The[Two LLoaves[were
chametzWhichlis(thestampofpridelin
social[‘and[ political[ freedom[ [perhaps
itslyetzerlhara,][Wwhilehoney([bikurim]
refers(tolthe tichesofla hation's[$oil.
Offering[themon[Shavuotcomes[to
teach[that[‘none[ofT this[isinherently
ours butlcomes(onlyfrom [the Hands[of
Gld.[(KorbanHaOmer, acknowledging
this, [ permits[thelindividuals'toleat of
thehew[ crop[while[ Sh'teil HaLechem
permits/the mation[to ise(the Mew Wheat
in[Jthe[]Temple[Iservice,[ lteaching[Tus
likewisethat[the[‘power, iwealth “and
strength [ of the[ nation[fis onlyl given

from HisHands"I(S. R.Hirsch).

In[Parshat Emor, [ following[ details[of
Pesach(] and[] Shavuot, ] thel] Torah
instructivelylinterruptsits (listing [0 flthe
chagim[tol¢tommand thellawofl Pe'ah
whichlisl[hot[televant[tolanyloflthem
and [then(cdontinueswith RoshHaShana,
Yom KippurlandSukkot.

"OnelIshouldmot[imagine that[Jafter
harvesting[ 1to[ I fulfill[1the[Imitzvallof
HaOmer, [welare freed [from [the Lother
mitzvot[[lassociatedwith[harvesting[the
profitsJofJour[Jmoney].JRather, (the
Torah[J continuesJhere[JtoJcommand
Pe'ah, TLeketland [Shikhakha; [giving[the
poor,[the weak [and[the[strangers[the
share[that[/G[d[grants[ ‘them[lin[Jour
wealth]"[(Kli[Yakar,[ Vayikra[23:22).
"Hashem[] grants[] us[] wealth[] and
possessions[ wherewith[ to[ satisfy[our
needs[] and[] those[] of ] our[] families.
However,[ Hel earmarked [ part[ of[our
wealth [forthe Meedylandthe weak, thus
restricting[ our[own use; [ Pe'ah[testricts
the[ power ofl the[individual “over[his
ownproperty.[Afterthelsatisfactionland
well[being![ that comes[ with[ thel first
fruits(oflour(éndeavors/on[Shavuot, we
need [this[humbling[and[social Tesson[0f
Pe'ah (beforeWwelcan(énter the judgment
days[lofl /Roshl1HaShanalland[]Yom
HaKipurim"[(S.R.Hirsch).

Thesellessons [ofltestricting our[tights
tol] ourl] ownl] legally[] and[] morally
acquired money( ffor[ the[benefit[Jand
welfare0fothers(isd/common themeof
manyl oflthemitzvot.[ This[waiving[ of
thelIrights[JofIprivate[ Jproperty[Jis(]a
dimension/beyond (charity[whichmakes
social[lassistancel]allsocial[]contract,
between[the [owner(tenant, [(G[d [the Heal
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ownerland[the[poor.[Pe'ahlis[altax on
the Cowner[ofl the (wealth[but[hot[an
entitlement[ of the[ poor; they havelto
reap[Pe'ahthemselveswhilefespecting
thelrights 0flthe(dwner.

"Pe'ahds[givenlonlylat[the end [of the
field's(harvest;[the énd[$hows[that[all
our[materialland[physical[actions[were
forJ alJ holy[ purpose] only" ] (Shem
MiShmuel).

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
B'HAR

ThelTimeloflYouriLife

ItlisJalllessonCll first[learnedlinCa
coursel] |1 took 1 on(] the(] skills[1 of
interviewingfiongrago.[Therinstructor
taughtlusithat/the[way(tolreally(size
upJallcandidateIfor[Jalljob[Jis[1to
determinefhowheluses his[time.He
taught] us(J that[] onell question
designed(tolassist/thelinterviewer(to
makelthat determinationris, *Where
dolyoulseelyourselflinfive years?”

IT] havel] sincel] hadl decadesl] of
interviewing[ experiencel] in[J many
diverselsettings(andhaveldeveloped
alsetloflotherquestions,alllintended
forithelsamelobjective. Theylinclude,
“Whatldolyoulin[your[spareltime?”,
“Howlwouldlyouspendyouritimelif’
youl'won[thellotteryland " nollonger
had(tolwork(for(alliving?”,fand,(in
academicllor[Jrabbinicllinterviewing,
“"How[ would[ youlusel lyour[ timeLif
youl werel[given[alsabbaticallleave
fromlyourposition?”

ItCisTthis[lastiquestionCwhichbrings

usJtothisClweek's 1 Torah(lportion,
Behar.JInOthelverybeginning, Twe
read(of(the(mitzvalof(letting(thelland
lie[] fallow[] (unsown)[] every[]seven
years,[which[isthesabbaticallyear;
alsolknown[as[ sh'mita.[ *Butlin[the
seventhyearlthellandshall’havela
Sabbathof(complete(rest,[alSabbath
of(the[Lord:[youlshall[hot sow[your
fieldD) orl) prunell your(] vineyard.”
(Vayikrar25:4)

ThelJTorahspellsCoutIquiteclearly
what[canlandcannotbeldonelinlthe
wayofftillingthesoil.[Indeed, there
isLanlentire[Tractate of(Mishnaland
Jerusalem(] Talmud[] which(] gives
specificl] andr] detailed] guidelines
relating(tolthellandandtheproduce
of the[Sh'mitalyear.C1Chavealways
been(] intrigued] and(J even(] al] bit
mystified, C(however, [by(the(fact that,
tolimy[knowledge, nothing(is[Isaid
aboutCwhatthefarmerlissupposed
toldowithrhis[spare(time(thatlyear.

Imaginellallfarmerliwholhaslbeen
workinglJlindustriously,[124/6,[ for[six
years.[Then,las[ Rosh[HaShanal of
year(IsevenlJapproaches,very(little
workJisCpermitted tohim, Jand(The
becomes(]allgentleman(iof(]leisure.
How(doeslhelusehistime?

ItCisCinspiringtohotelthat therelare
pious[IfarmersCinCllsraelllnowadays
wholJscrupulouslyobservellsh'mita.
AndIitlislinteresting(that/theylindeed
createlstructured programs(fortheir
“leisure”timelthatyear.[ Theylstudy
Torah,[1 particularly”! thel] sections
relatedtoragriculture.[They travelto
farmsJacrosstheJcountryteaching
lessl]  knowledgeable[]  farmers
halachot[pertainingtofarming. They
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even[spend(timelupdating(theirlown
technicallagriculturalskills.

Therelislallesson(tolbellearned here.
ThelTorah(legislatesthattheland
needsalsabbaticallyeartolliefallow
inCorder[ tolrenew(itself.[ We[Imust
comeltoIthelrealizationourselves
thatfweltooneedlalsabbaticalyear,
but(forlus[staying( fallow[ishotlour
mission.Rather,it[is(touselsuchla
timefor(Iphysical,intellectualand
spiritual(reinvigoration.

ThelTorahlcontinuestolprescribelyet
anotherfleisure” year,al sabbatical
year[ after[ seven( sabbaticals(years,
calledthe[Jubileellyear.“Andllyou
shallJhallow(the[fiftieth[lyear.[1You
shalll] proclaim(] releasel] throughout
theandforrallfitslinhabitants.[t[shall
beJaljubileeforyou:eachoflyou
shalllreturn[tolhisholdinglandleach
oflJyoulishallCreturntohis[family.”
(Vayikral 25:10)771 Thell personal,
spiritualCmeaninglof the fiftieth[year
ofJlifeCiwasTbroughtThometolTme
recently.(1Thavebeen(tevisitinglthe
writings[Cof CHillel Zeitlin, “alvictimof
thel1 Holocaust.[1 Zeitlin[] was[] a
journalist, Jphilosopher,land[Jmystic
wholwrotelalnumberiof(poemslinithe
formroflprayers,for’perhapslprayers
in(theform(of(poems.[Onelisentitled
“On0l thel Threshold[ of (] My[] Erev
Shabbat”.

Helwrites(inlanticipation oflhisfiftieth
birthdaywhenhellisabouttolenter
thelsixth[decadelofhisife.*Lifelis
like Othedays[Jofl1theJweek,[leach
decadel] all day.[] Thell seventh
decade/daylis[lourlsoul's[1Sabbath,
and(welare(granted(but(seven(days.
ITam(JatltheTbrink Cof[Friday, (Erev

Shabbat, forCmy(tiredCspirit. ClCpray
thatl my(] Friday[D bell all proper
preparation,that(Jl[Jcan[Jusellit[for
personalltepair.[Forfiveldayslihave
wandered, nay[strayed.[This(day[l
hopeltolreldiscover(thellpath,land
returnJbefore(1SabbathJEve's[isuns
sets.”

Theljourneyof[ Zeitlin’s[lifewas[la
tortuousJone,Jandllits(Jtheme[lwas
perpetualsearch.[Hewanderedfrom
shtetl’] andl] cheder(] toll Western
Europeanphilosophy;ifromsecular
Zionism[] toll Chassidism;[1 from
Warsaw’s(] literary(] circlesl] tol] its
shtieblach;7 and(] ultimately(1 to
Treblinka.[ButrhisCpoetry,fespecially
thelonellltranslatedabove,displays
anLexquisite timelconsciousness,[an
awarenessoflhow(fleetinglourllives
are,andwe[ mustCwork[hard[ to(fill
them(with meaning.

Everyseventhlyearlis[alsabbatical
forthelsoul,[andlevery(fiftieth(year,[a
timeltolrecognizethat[welarel past
thelzenithloflourlarclofilife.

Fortunately,f'werhavelanrevenmore
frequentgift Cof time, JandLitCisCour
weeklySabbatical, [Shabbat/Kodesh,
thel1 Holy[1 Sabbath.TIn(Tthe cycles
characterizedrbythefhumberrseven,
welhavelsevenlyears,(seven(sets of
sevenlyears,[andthelsevenrdayslof
theOweek.lJewish[Imysticismoffers
us[almultitudeof_meanings(for(the
number[seven, [ butthisimuchlishot
mysterious:[Therelisfarthythmrtorour
lives,and[partlof( that rhythm(talls
forCregulartimesforlreflectionand
renewal.[Thelintervalsibetween(such
moments(] vary[] greatly(l in(] their
duration.[ltlisfupforfusitomakelthe
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mostL of[lthose[moments, whether
theyllastraldaylorralyear.

Ifoncelheardlalwiselman,Rav(Elya
Lapian,[1 say:[1 “Modernl] man(l is
convincedl] thatJ] ‘timel] is(] money’.
SpiritualCimanlknows[that 1‘time(lis

life™.

Praying@uith™assion

Giving[mhore[meaning[tb [dur Mfillah
One[Week[atalTime

Excerptediandreprintediwith permission of thelauthor

P'sukeid'Zimra:
ASHREI

Reinforcingl[BEmunah

TPPWR poyer *1 L7780 T3 T
II1D0K N7 ,’IWI?.?N.’ TRIXTI Y
237 0p7x1,IV°27 9230 27707

Meaning:tdanslation...

Thelsplendorous(glorylafMour [power
and[¥ourOwondrous[Heeds[1[khall
DISCUSS.[ And[bf[ Your[dwesome
power[they[Will SPEAK,[And[Your
greatness(IIshall[rklate.[A[rkcollection
of our[abundant[goodness[they [Will
UTTERLAndf[Y our[dighteousness
they Will SING[ekultantly....

Theme:
An[eksential [cbnceptloflthe [plrayer

Loud[and[Clear

Verbalizing[ Hashem’s[grandeur[hnd
kindness[strengthenslolrlemunah.

Insight: Deeperlmheanings...

Telling[theWorld,
Tellingl¥ourself

IsCik[hecessary [do[discuss[Hashem’s
wondrous[deeds? Mo [speak[about[His
awesomelpower?[Tolrklate[Hashem'’s
greatness! [1To[recollectlIHashem’s
abundant[goodness? [Theladnswer[i$[d
resoundingl[yes!LOur[daily[Tlives[dre
rich ith blessings[greatlahd[siall,ahd
welkhowl[deep [id [olur [hearts[that[all [of
this[domes[ftom [Hashem.Ih[drder[tb
transformladne’sffdelingloflemunahidto
one’s[kality, [it[is [decessary[tb [speak
aboutllt,[ because[ kpeech[has[the
power[to[kransform[thoughts[hnd
emotionsidtoattuality.

Al¥erselih[TehillimLgl 1 6:10)[States:
“HE'EMANTILKICADABEIR (I have
kept[faith [because [Nl [ Jspeak.” [IRav
Matisyahu[Salomon [(With [Hearts[Bull
of [Ehith, [Artscroll, [pl [50) [ekplains [that
thislprinciple[played[ahilhportantlrble
in(Yosef's[ability [tb [slirvive,[adnd[dven
thrive, a$[alshvelid [Epypt:

The[Torah[{B'reishit[39:34) [dells [ds,
“And[his[inaster[daw[hat[G[d[vas
with[him, [ahd[that[G [d[Brings [sliccess
toUJeverything[helldoes...[land[he
appointedhimlalverhishbusehold.”

“GIdOwvasvith[Chim,” Cthe[Midrash
(Tanchuma[Mayeishev[8) [elxplains[that
Yosefldonstantly [spoke [about[G [d[tb
those[Chround[Chim...CMWVhen [Potifar
praised[him fbr[aljdbWell[done, Mosef
would[sy,[ . .| [deservenbctedit. MHfid
alllthe [Master[dflthe[niverse.[Thank

Him.”
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Thed Shelahd HaKadosh[J (Sha’ar
Ha’Osios, [Ds[Alef[lTBmes[M’Emunah)
writesL] “Includedl] in[J [building]
...emunah,[dne[should[shy [df[all [&cts
that[He Wants[tb[do,[dven[ih [Alshort
period Lbf[time, I Lvill CHo Lthis[IM
YIRTZEH HASHEMI(G [dilling).”

Sincerely [kaying[these[words[ds[Ch
powerful ay [tb[cteate [alrkality [out[of
an[amorphous[feeling[Cwithin. [IKaf
HaChayim [ddds[that[this[donceptlis
alluded o lintheYerse[in[Mishlei
(19:21)O“VAATZATLIHASHEMLIHI
TAKUN [Mhe [Will [df[God [Will [always
beldipheld.”[The[Hebrew [ Word[HI
(pronounced[thel[shme[as[the[Bnglish
word[CHE) CwhichCis[Ckhe Cpronoun
referring[tb [the [Will [Jf(G [d, [id[spelled
with[the[three[Hebrew[letters (HEI
YUDU[ALEF.[These[dre[thelihitials [df
IMYIRTZEHHASHEM.

Visualize:
Images[thatbring[the [player[tb [ife

The[Power[df[Saying(lt

“Tellour[dhild, (1 Obve [you™,[ddvised
thelphrentinglcbunselor.[Thether[Was
not[the[I'mushy”[type,[And[thelidea
seemed[foreign. “He khows [lldve (Aim,”
said[the[fther.

“Butlybulhhve[tb[shy i’ [thelcbunselor
insisted.

And[3o[that[hight,[before[the[father
sentHis[ittle (Hoy [dff(tb [Hed, (He [Missed
hisL]head[and[said,[1“Good[Inight,
Aharon...[Mdvelybu.”

Strangely,[Ithough [Ehe (hather [(had [ho
doubt[that[he[had[hlways[loved[his

child, Ckaying[Lit[$eemed Ckomehow[ to
“seal[theldeal”.[t[gave[dubstanceldnd
life (ko Cwhat[CwouldCotherwise[Chave
remaineddn[dmorphous[feeling[ih[his
heart.

Likewise, Mhen[dnelspeaks[df(Hashem’s

greatness[ahd[akknowledges[thatlevery[]

thing[that[Happens[dccurs[By NMirtue [df
Hisill,[dne’s [vhgue, [dmotional [fkelings
ofCemunah[become3omethingCmore
concrete.[Saying[Ashreildeinforces[this
effectCleach[kimehtChs Chrecited Cwith
sincerity,[helping[to [buildCdnCémunah
that[is[deeprooted[ih[he[tealities[bf
life.

The Puah/Institute

UnusuallRemediesland
Halachic/Prohibitions

Last[week[ wel mentioned[thel Mishna's
stance[on[Jusing[ remedies 'which[Jare
unconventional.[] Therel] arel| several
sources that/discuss this[very[subject.

In(the[pastlit[was thought[that[Someone
who [was [bitten(by!(drabid/dog/should be
fed(thedog'sliver[and(that(thiswas[the
antidote[to[the[bite[and would[ protect
against/the(subsequent(illness. However,
the[Mishnal(Yomal8:4)[states[ that one
who[was[bit(bylaltabid [dog should hot
belfedtheliver ofithatidog.

Rashilexplainsthe reason for this, "even
though(theldoctors(doheallin[this[way,
itlis(notlal¢completeremedylthat Wwould
besufficient[ ito[ Jpermit[Jconsuming/Ja
non(kosher[animal."Whilel there were
Sages(in/the[Mishnalwho [permitted(such
alpracticethe mormative halachalis[that

OUlisraellCenter(ITb54 T 19 TWXTheB'harlb771[ssue

welcannot! permit[ breaking[the halacha
unlesslitlinvolves/alcomplete remedy.

Thel Rambam/[ on[ the Mishnal explains
that[ thel consuming| ofl thel dog's! liver
"helped[‘on[an[esotericl level[‘and[ the
Sageswerel[0f(the opinion[that[Welcan
only[break[ the[lcommandments [ lwhen
dealing[with[medication(that[works[ina
more logical hanner, [femediesthat[heal
and[lare[Itruelland[Jtested, [ 1but(Jit[]is
forbidden(tolheal With [femedies(that(are
esotericJas[they[Jare[ /far[[from[Ibeing
proven."

Aslalready(stated (last[week, [only(a[drug
that( Ican(/be[lproven[/canlbel termed
medicine.[Whilelwelarelobliged[to[take
medicine[Jand[Jeven[Jpermitted [lor,Jin
certainl]cases, Jobliged1to[Itake[]such
medicinel] evenl! if[] it[! involves
compromising[halachal$uchlasl[kashrut,
thisican(onlybeldpplied(tolmedicine(that
can(belproven(toHeal this/dilment.

InUJanother[JsourceJ(Moreh[ INevuchim
3:37),the[Rambam defines the[ways[of
the[Emorilas/being[¢lose(to[witchcraft,
thislis["anything[ that!theyl claim[helps
but[cannot[Ibellproven(logicallyland
empirically"[and(this[is[included(in the
prohibition[] ofl] following[] gentile
practice.[] In[J thel] samel] sourcel! the
Rambamlstates(that[something[that[has
been[Jobserved(tol Theal[imay( Inotl Ibe
definedlas(theWways[of(the [Emorileven
though[we cannot[ exactly[ explain[ the
way/it[works.

From/(theselsources!it[would [@ppear(that
onel tanl consumel honlkosher medicine
or[medicine[ that[lcontains[ nonlkosher
ingredientsJonly[lif[Jit{has[JalJlogical
explanation(drlas been/provedtohelp.

Inlthe[time(oflthe Mishnaa populartype

ofl 'medical"[treatment[ was[ the[use[ of
amulets(fol[ward[oflillness. Arelamulets
permitted? [ Arel therel different/ typeslof
amulets?

More[0onthis mextweek

Excerptedwith[pkrmission filom
Goldffom[the[land[df{I$rael
ANew[Lghtlohthe Weekly Portion
From [the Writings [of
Rabbi[Abraham [daac [HaKohen Kook
by Rabbil@hanan[Morrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, [Iem[INY

website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Sh'mita[lWindow
tolthe[Buture

Adapted[fdom [@rot[HaKodesh, vbl. Il [pb. (56 3-564

Likelthe[@ardenldf(Eden

Ask[ahy [fArmer[S[agricultural Idbor[i3
hardork.[Plowing, [planting, Weeding,
pruning,[Harvesting, [And[do[dn.[That,
however,[i3[Hot[How[it[Was[slpposed
to[be.[1The Cworld Cwas[Coriginally
designed [tb [Be[Tike [life[ih [the[Garden
of(Bden.[Agricultural[Tabor [WasLdnly
cursed[After [Adam’s[3in LI[T¥By[ the
sweat[bf[Jour[brow[youlwillCkat
bread”[(B'reishit3119).

As[Humanity[ddvances[thorally,[How[]
ever,[Jtheearth Cresponds[linCllike
measure[vith[Sublime[blessing.[The
Talmud[id Ketuvot[l | bfdretellsithat,
in[thefuture,[dakes[and[fine [dlothing
willlsbroutldirectly [ffom[the[ground.
Atlthat[time,[dven[ghysical Abor Wil
take[don[JalJnobler,ldmorerefined
character.
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Welhrelgranted[ AL glimpse[bf this
futurevorld Lthrough Lthe Linitzva L f
Sh'mita,[the[3abbatical Lyear.[During
thisCyear[Jof[] cessation [1fromall
agricultural[Thbor, e [dreldontent[tb
partake[dfltheldnd’s[dhatural [produce.
Like [the[tranquil World[dfthe[Garden
of(Eden,Weldre[dble[ o[ énjoy[the
earth’s[Godl[glvenbbunty, Mithout il
and[@bor.

Other[akpects[dflthe[Garden[df(Bden
are[demporarily [destored[during[the
sabbatical ear.[With[the[grohibition
of[Buying[ahd[sklling[Sh'mitalproduce,
economic[lcompetitionis[reduced.
Evenlinore:[dheheart[k[tefined[Ho
recognize[the[dommon[Brotherhood
ofldllLdreatures.[Welhay[dat[df[the
earth’s[plFoducelohly forksIdnglablilid
also[dvailable (o [the[Animals[ih[the
field.[The[Sabbatical[And[Jlibilee [years
are[d[thste[dfld[futuredtopia.[They
herald[the[doming[df[d[dublimeldew
world[dhat[k[the (desult[of[d[Ibftier
spirituality.

Elevating[Agriculture

UntilCthen,DitOsCburCbbligation[to
elevate[hgricultural(Jabor [from[lts
lowly Clstate. [IThis LlisClaccomplished
throughthe Choly Olight Clfound Cin
technologyahd[stience.Ih[the[fliture,
the[Shges[téll [uk, [all[aktisans [Will {éave
theircrafts[Jand COworkCtheCland
(Yevamot[83a).[This[does[dot[thean
thatlthey[Willlnbo Ibnger[Work[in[their
respective_professions,[but[that[4ll
craftsCAnd[$ciences Livill (be [hised (o
redeem[the[earth[ahd[ifs [tbil ftom [ids

primordiallclirse.

This[progress[id [agriculture, (however,
only[Ltedeems[dnankind. [k [ik[bnly[d
preparatory[dtage[ih[the[dedemption
of L khe[kntire Cworld.Cdn[khe[final
redemption, Working[the [dnd Will[nbot
belah[dbligation, (But[alprivilege [ahdl[al
pleasure.[WeLWill[pleasantly [dour[ih
the[Garden[df[Eden[{Eden[inheaning
“pleasure”),orkinglahdlgharding[id

There[dre[fliturelévelsLdven[Beyond
the[Garden[df[Bden.[Going[Past[the
garden[to[Eden[itself,Chowever,[s
beyondl[all[propheticvsion;[Bden[is[al
realm[that[transcends[lllforms [ bf
laborlahdlgharding.

From "Q@ZTorah"

by Rabbi[Dr[Raymond[Apple
AORIFFD, EmeritusRlabbilof
thel@reatSynagogue, Sydney
www.oztorah.com

B'har[IG[d's[Servants

Human [Beings[dlI[have[dheirLdignity
and[dthers[nhust[nlotlehslavelthem. [All
are[God’s[skrvants;[nonelis[ahy[chore
alchild[dflGod[than ahy[dther.[This[id
oneldfltdhe[deachings[df[this[veek’s
portion.[dallows[nb[siiperiority[td[the
whitelrhces[dver(thelcbloured, [tbthe
managerial [dlasses[dver[the[Workers,
to[the[tich[bver[the[poor,[Holthe

aristocracy[overlthelcbmmoners.

The[dandsUinOwhich[Clipheavals[hre
currently[dccurringlale Witnessing[the
playing[dut[dflthis[idsue.[Peoplesdept
in[shibjugationfdrlykars,[even[decades,
areldising[p.[SomeLdespotic[dulers,
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hanging[dn[tb [Jower[tb[theldnd, [are
turninglupon [theirldwn [ditizens[With
thelnhessage, “Don’tlthlk[tb[mhe[about
God.[Who[i3[God?! Tam[God! [That’s
alllybulnkedtdkhow.”

DemocraticLhations[greatly[Heplore
these[mhanifestations, but[mhany[people
forget[ that[theirCbwn[icrocosms
echoltheldame[problem...[Rusbands
wholdemand[dbedience[Because[they
think[they [dre[the [God[df[the [family,
bosses[Iwho[Jthrow[their[weight
around[ih[the[Workplace,[dvenldergy
wholdbuseldthersldvho[drelih[dheir
spiritual Cpower.[JGod’s[Inessage[is
clear:[(They[ake My skrvants, [dot[the
servants[oflokher[sérvants”.

B'har[ITakinga[Year
Off

Thedidral3etsCbut[XheHaws[bfl the
sabbatical [ykar.[[ike[alhluman [Being[With
a[Shbbath, [the Idnd [nkeeds[shbbatical [rkst
onelyear[ih[skven.[Rashilwonders[Why
this[provision ik [deported[ds[drdained
B’har[Sinai [Ton Mount[Sinai” [(Vayikra
25:1).[Melanswers[thatlist[&s [thisThw
with [dlI[its [damifications (dvas [iven[dn
Mount[Kinai, ko s Chit Cwith Chil Clehe
commandmentsl] ofl] the[d Torah.
EverythingLdomes[from[Sinai, Cdot[Glist
the[headlinesbutlthe [details.

Thereli$ [dn [ddditional [Fossibility [tb [He

considered When[it[domes[toLéxplain ]

ing[the[shbbatical [ear. JQust[ds[the[Ten
Commandments[glven[at[Sinaildeal [With
human Uife, [do[does[this [Thw. [Tt [k [dot
justldesigned[td Bknefitltheldnd, [though
thatlakpect[mhust[never e [chinimised. [

isCalso[Aprinciple CHesigned[Ho[Work
within [the [(HBuman[community.[Aslalykar
of [dest[i8[good fbr[the dnd, [dnabling[i
tolrkgain [ifls [pkistine [power, [alykar [dff[id
also[h[raluable[ldeafor[the Chuman
being.[] Shabbat[] each[] week[] does
wonders[fbr[the[Heart[and[chind,[Hut[a
fulllCyear Chway [ from[the [pace[hnd
pressureLbfL daily Llife (ks [An [ éxtralgift
from[God.

Most[geople[don’t[det[theirldhanceltb
recharge[theirife’sCforceClintil[2hey
retire,[(Butlsbme[ale[By[then[rhther[tbo
old[dnd[inaybe[éven [Hoolinwell Lo
derive[full CbenefitLfrom[the [years
ahead.[WhilstLthey[are[tillLin[the
workforce il (Would[be [alrkal [Hoon[tb
have[dlylear[dfltkavel,[study, [thinking,
findingUnewUculturalCland Cspiritual
horizons.[Many[WillC$ay[they[tan’t
affordlit.[Where[WillLthey [ive, (Aow
willlthey [mhanage, (Where [Will [they [find
the[ffinancial Cresources? Climportant
questions, Lbut[With Cplan[IThing[And
forethoughtltheproblem[id[chpable[df
solution.[The[dlternative [ik[do [Wvear
outLor[burnCbut,LandTinerely Limp
along[LintilCletirement. AL personal
sabbatical Lyear[would[Chelp Cus[Chll
personally[] and[] improveld our
productivity.

Maharalldn(theSedra

TheDwellersinthe
Landofisraci(Have
alGod
Vayikral[25:38 [[IIlaim [HaShem, [yYour

God, Mho[bloughtlybuldutloflthe[dnd
of LEgypt[ ol give[youlthe[dand [ bf
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K'naan,[td bk aIGodfdrybu.

Rashi: For[allldhol[dwell[ih[the[land
ofsrael, (ICAm [God (o [him, CAnd F
anyonelITkaves[it, (it [k [ds[dhough[he
worships[strangelgbds.

GurlArye:[1The[dHoly[1Land[lis
HaShem's, [ak[it[is (Mritten[[lY echezkeil
36:20],(theselateHislpkople, ahdlthey
will[depart[ftom His[Mand"[Mthus[dne
wholdwellslih[the[Tland[df[Itrael[Has
HaShem foralGod.[Heblroughtthem
into[(the (landCofsrael,[A[(Tand[He
designated[ak [His[portion.[The[rhbbis
said[JKetuvot[1 10b][thatLbne[Who
dwells[dutside[theTand[i8 [donsidered
not[tb[hhvelalGod, ahd[elennhorelsd,
onelWhol[l¢aves[is[cbnsidered[tb[He[al
worshiper[bf[ trange[ yods,[in[the
senselthat[dtherinds[akelgivenldver
to[kupernal Ckarim[fprinces].[Since
"multitudes[dflaldation [dre[the[dride
ofLits[Ring",[dhoosing [t live [dutside
the[lland[ddvances[dnd[dnhances[the
godsl[oflstrange(ldnds.

Rashilds[kareful (to[Histinguish[the
dweller[dutside[the Thnd[Who ["has[no
god"[And[dhe[bneWhol[leaves[vho
"worshipsLstrange[gdods".[Someonelis
born[dutside,[ahd [lives[there, (Has[not
donelahything, [ahd[id[id[the [dweller[id

the[[hndWho[id[Wrong[tbldave [fr he
gives[honor[do[dhe[gods[dbf[dtrange
lands.

CG] umn D?repareﬂg [V.)}‘ . D,MOJ}IE Dku}“‘

Dr[Kuhrlidlthe alithor afonQub [dfPrague
[[enesis.[TheldextMolumeldn[Bxodus[ahd
Leviticus[idfid [press.

Persne Peints o Pencder
Suggestedlahswers

Read[&l[pbnderthe[questions[first

1) [TheKliLYakar[Answers[dhat[the

Jewish[people[justLéxperienced[Row
over[the[ tourse[ bf[ tounting[deven
weeks,[ 3 [physical[Tocation[TIMount
Sinai[[IBecame[hbly [ahd[elevated.This
referencel] wouldl] helpl] them
comprehendltheldoncept[dflthe[lland
ofI$rael[HecomingHoly [ak[the [dnd[df
seven [ykars[ahd[even [chore[Holy[after
seven[Ltycles[bfl $evenYears.[Thus,
Sh'mitaldis[the[dmitzvalwith Cthis
referenceltdSinai.

2)[(The[Ohr[HaChayim[deaches[that
this (i [dldeference[to [d[differencelih
halacha[Bbetween ields[bf[grain[dnd
vines.[Asbnglak[Alvinedpens[ih[the
seventh [year, [it[id[donsidered[tb [He [
fruitLdf[the[deventh [Year With [dlI[its
holiness.[ However,[grainsChre[hot
considered [tb bk [ghains[ofthe séventh
year[inless[they [dre[dctually [picked
from[thelgroundlduring[the[deventh
year.[Thus, [they[ate[tdught[ab[séparate
categories[regarding[Jthe[llaws[Jof
shmita.
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3)Ma'at[Zekainim[MiBaalei[HaTosfot
explain(that[these[Words[skrvelak[the
reference[for[the[teaching[bf[ bur
Sages[that[dne[Wholllves[dutside [ df
IsraelCik[ds[ ¥ he[has[hoGD.[The
incredible closeness[1o[[G[D Helt[by
thoseLdwholivelinOlsraelLis[so
remarkably [greater[4han[#hose [ Who
live[dutsideLdf[Israel (dhat[it[ik[ds[if
thoseivingLbutside[bf[Israel[Hon't
evenlbhveIG[D.

ParshaPixexplanations

& Atlthe[Bottom:[MHar[SinaiWith[3d
pairlofTlichotlatltheltdp. Nextltd(al
scene[dflalhbrselpullingalplowl(that
is[Being[guided By [alfarmer.[There
is[Ja[InegationUcircleCloverCthe
plowing, [becauselit[is[ forbidden
during[Sh'mitalylear.[The[question
mark[Between[the[tiwoldepresents
the[Jfamous[lquestion[from[lthe
beginningcflthe sédra[lhmely, MA
INYANCISHMITACIEITZELCIHAR
SINARR

& The[Chbacus[bn[khe kopds[For
counting[the[deven[yjlears[df[dach
Shmitaldycleland[thelskven[Shmita
cycleslofMovel.

& The[[hofar G MBlown[dn[the[Yom
KippurLbfLY ovel.[ht[ds(Hrom[the
Shofar[dfYovellthatweldarnthat[id
is[d[Shofar[that[Me[dre[tb[Useldn
RoshHaShana.

€ TheOLibertyIBell(J(theJonein
Philadelphialakiwellakfid[the [iberty
Bell [Park, [down [the Blockftom[the
Center) [ididscribed With [the [phrtial

pasuk:[AND[BROCLAIMLIIBERTY
THROUGHOUTLTHEOIANDLTO
ALLOTSONHABITANTS (I Mwhich
comes[fdom [thisWeek's[sédra.

€ Theladding[thachine[[tb[dalculate
the[fairCprice[dbfLIand,Ldepending
upon [How [mhany [ylears [rkmain [until
Yovel.

& TheCNOTLFORLCSALEGignCis[a
reminder[df[the[drohibition[ih[the
parshaltb[sklldnd[ih[Bretz[Yisrael
forever,lok[tbalnbn Jéwtll..

& UpperldghtUlis[h[Fellowlending
money[at[Jthe[dTorahapproved
interestltate[for[personal[Joans
between [Jéw[ahd [Jéw [[I0Ps.

£ What[$habbat[in[the[Jast[pasuk
referring[tb? [Sh'mitaldr[the Weekly
Shabbat?[That'sCWhy [ the[pair[bf
Shabbat[ kandles[has[h[ ljuestion
mark[bktween [them.

€ Thelpricelthglih[thethiddle[dflthe
ParshaPix[iddicates[that[thelrbgular
price[df[the[item [ (100, [And[it [
being[soldfbr[117.[Thatlharklup
exceeds[dhe[Balachiclimit[of[1/6
andlsb[there[Would[He[dMMiolation
of (ONA'AH. This[tbpiclis [Hot[that
simple[dnCourCkime[Cbecause [ bf
overheadlahdlekpenses[that[chn[be
factored[ih[to[determine[d[delling
price.[dSo[justCltake Clthis[Jas[a
reminder[df[the[thitzva,[dot[ds[En
actuallelxample.[But[ak[sbme[point,
alstorekeeper(chnBelcbnsidered(ab
violating[the [SUR [Qf[ONA'AH.

& The[house[vith[feet[poes[vith
V'KAMIHABAYIT,[dnd[the[Bouse
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getslup.

& Calling[domeone Mum Mum[host
likely Molates[@NA'ATO'VARIM.

& Monopoly(chrdlislaldeed fdr [Anatot
(Haftara).

€ Thenhere[drefour[temsvhich
arelpart[dfldnelghrase:[(The[lktter
O,[h[Hodo[ bird,[hn[bven,[hnd
another[dbdo.Together[they [make:
OMDODOONMENDODO

€& Heinz[ketchup[(ds[Cbne[bfCnany
products] produced[] by[] this
venerable[dompany.[MVhether[they
currently (Have[§7 Darieties[dr[dot,
that[is[part[dfltheir[slogan.[Parshat
B'har[bhs 5V [plsukim.

€ The[dea[BagsWith[the[dollar[Sign
and[duestion[inark,[And[theltice
thatfdllows[all[stand fr[the [Ehglish
equivalent[df(MAINYANSHMITA
EITZELCHARCSINAI?CAs[ih[What
doesl[thatlbhveltd [do Mith[the [pFice
ofdice[ih[China?.[Drlthelgrice[df
tealid[Qhina.[Therelaleldoubtlessly
many[dtherariations[df[the[shme
question, [all [df[Which [chean, (MVhat
doesldnelthing[hhve[tb[do [With[the

other?

& Andhat's[theBlilding[pkekingaut
from[d behind[dal tree[Jatl] the
lower [right[dflthe[BarshaPix? [It's[al
visual (MTriddle, that's hat [idlid.

ThelJerusalem/Institute
ofiJewishiLaw

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson #[560
Laws of Sales (3)

Atltheléndloflthe(last[lesson I Wwrote
thatlifTthe(seller(sold[thelitem/because
helwashinderfinancial[pressurelto(sell,
hecannotlater(protestthesalelas Being
subject(toltheltuleslofldiscrepancylin
price.[Similarly, [if the buyer(hadlgreat
need Cfor Cthe Clitem Cand Coverpaid Cin
buying[it,[he[cannotlater protest[the
sale[as[being[subject[tolthellaws[of
discrepancyllinjprice. Ifl neither[the
community,[] Beitl) Din,[J nor( the
merchantshave[JalpolicyJoflsetting
prices, [then€achlindividualsellertay
setlhislown[prices. Alseller(islentitled
toCsellCimerchandise Clower Cthan[the
market[ price[’ in[J order] to[] entice
customers|toleénter his(store. Thelother
merchants/dannot/complain(aboutisuch
conduct.[Thelhalachalalso $tates[that
themerchant(ispermittedfoldistribute
candies[] and[J nuts[] to[] children(] to
encourage(them [fobuy/in his [store. Ifd
person[sellsreal Jestate Jornotes of
indebtednessthelaws[ofldiscrepancy
inpriceldonot@pplytothe transaction.
Thelhalachalalso[exempts[ from[the
requirements (0flabiding by the Taws(of
discrepancyin[price transactions[in
which(theHoly[Templelis[(hopefully
willloncelagain(Very[soon(be)lalparty.
Theléxemption[tesultsfrom[the[Torah
verse [that[States[one[should mot[Wwrong
histheighborandthe Holy[Temple[is
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not[J one’s[] neighbor(] (see| Vayikra
25:14).[Alleaselofpersonal [propertyis
considered( lal temporary! salel lof! ithe
thing[lleased[Iso[Ithat[Jthe[laws[]of
discrepancy(inpricetay@pplylifthey
wouldlhavelapplied(to(the thing[itself
haditCbeen[sold instead Cofl leased.
Therelismofimellimit(setlasfo[Wwhen
the[Wwrongedparty, Whether(theTessor
orlthelesseemaylavail (himselflofThis
rightsunder(thel discrepancylin[price
laws TunderCleases. (A Clease Jofl Ireal
estatelisldonsidered @(sale(oflreal @state
forlallimited[fime, (and[since thelaws
ofldiscrepancylin(price(do motlapply/to
real[estate, [theyldo[mnot dpplylto(leases
for(tealléstate.[Similar[¢oncepts@pply
tolcontractorswholarelengaged(toldod
specificl [job, Jas[Idistinguished! Ifrom
laborers.[A[contractorlengagedtobuild
alhouselorfo[Sow(the owner’sfield [is
considered[to[TbeTworking[Jon[real
estate, [and [thelaws [ofdiscrepancylin
priceldomotdpplyfohim. However,if
alcontractor[isengaged[towork[on
personal ‘property, [suchlasaltailor[fo
mend(] all garment,[] thel] laws[] of
discrepancyl] in[] pricel] dol[] apply.
Regarding/wages(ofllaborers, theylare
treated [(for[the[purpose[oflthe laws of
discrepancylin[pricelto[belsimilar[to
slaves,[and[the[laws[ofldiscrepancylin
priceldomot @pplytothem.

The[ halachal treats[J brothers[] who
inherited[personalproperty [fromtheir
father(] (or[Jany[] other[] relative)[] or
partnerswholare(dividing[the[personal
property[partlofithe partnership[assets
asd[sellerregarding(thelsharereceived
byl thelother[brother[ orl other! partner
andl[alas[buyerl tegarding[thelshares
thatfheyreceived.

ArtScrolllSeries ® MesorahPublicationsLtd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

R’ [Eizel [@hariflchme[tb[alWealthy [ohan
tolakk[Him[tb[dontributeltb[aldertain
noblel] cause.[] The[ wealthy[1man
rejected[the[dppeal,[dlaiming[that[He
was[dupporting[d[poor[Brother[dnd
thus[Had[do[rhoney[tb[sparefbrlany
otherltzedaka.

SomeldimelThter,[R’[Bizel[founddut
that[Helrhan[Had[Been [[ing. [(HelWas
notllipportinghis(blother[ahd, [oh[the
contrary,[JhisCIbrother[dhad[Jbeen
reducedltd bkggingfdrlms.

R’[Bizel[deturned[tb[the [Wealthy[than
and[tbld[him: [ bhve [alTlorah thought
I'd[iketdcbnveyltblybu.[Welaleltbld
in[Avos[(b:10),[OneMholshys, [MVhat
isLthine[i$ [thine [And [What [ Yours[is
yours” [lhat[k[dhe [dommon[dype.
Others[shys[that[id[alcharacteristic[df
those[Whol[lived[ih[Sdom[{.e.[that[i3
totally[&vil).”[ThisChrgument[$eems
strange,[because[ the[two[dides[dre
interpreted] the[] same[J words[lin
diametrically[] different[] ways.[1 The
explanation [df[this[Mishna,[though, [i3
as[fbllows:[[OneWho [shys, [(What[i§
mine s Cnine [Ldnd vhat [k [YoursLik
yours”Ltefers[to[people[vholhave
relatives[do[3upport. L[ A[personlis
willing[do [dupportLhisLdwn[delatives
and[to[have[bthersbupport[their
relatives, [dhat[ik[d[dommon[type [ df
person.[However[dbthers[shy’ [IT1f[a
person[merelyCEAYS[khat[hewill
supporthis[dwn[rklatives [but[does, [id
fact, [nlot[do[sb, [that[id[alcharacteristic
oflthosehol[liVed[id[Sldom.”
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[Theirstltime[R’ Nachum[df[Biala
met[the[dvomanOwvhoOwould[Cater
become[His[Wife, [He [tbld [Rer: (1 [Want

youl ko[ Fealize[kthatCkhadchanim ]

marriage [brokers[[Ihhve alténdency [td
exaggerate. [ therefore [Want[you[do
know[that,[tegardless[bf[What[You
might[Have [(Heen[tbld, ITam [dot[Wise,
nor[alTorah[stholar,[nbrldnhe wWhohhs
yiras[Shamayim [[Iféar [df[Heaven [([Thor
am[Cbonelwho[berforms[hcts[bf
chessed[MBvingkindness.”

Hisfliture [Wife[tbld (Him, [ am [Willing
to[nharrylybuBecause[dfldnelvirtuelaf
yours[that[the[shadchan [did[dot[even
mention: [thatlybulalgerson[Whol[tklls
theltduth.”

YomHaA¢¢zmaut¢
DaveningReport

Iflybuere Mith[uk[thatimorning, [then
youldbn't[nked[thisréport.

IflybulWerenbt[hlere, [then[tio [things

arelcértain:

|.MoulWould[nothavebhd[alchair kb
sitloh, nbrltdomuch kbomtdstand.

2.[¥oulnhissed[alWonderfullahd Highly
meaningfulekperience.

David[Litke[ahd[sbn[Nechemialddthe

davening, Cincluding[A[beautiful, [toe]

tappingHallel...with[glitar.

Rabbi[Sholom[Gold[ahd[RabbilAharon
Adler[both[presented powerful[dnd
inspiring[thoughtsfor[nind, [hkart, [ahd
soul.

Itbatas ah [uhforgettablelekperience.

L RIMDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (EMOR)MTriddles:
[1] Food&Idrink,ehst[&West

Food[and[IDrinkdinCdHebrewis
MAACHALUMISHTEH. RhasheiTeivot
(initials) Chre CMEMMAV[MEM.IThat
spells[dhe vord (MUM{rhymes [Wvith
room)[Which[theans[Blemish. [MUMUS
alWord[that[dccurslih[Rarshat[Bmor
and[hpplies[ o[ both[ Kohanim[nd
animal[dfferings[ih[the [Mikdash.[Bast
and[West i [dimilarly [dbbreviated[ds
MUMfdrMIZRACHUMAARAYV.

[2] Yosef's[1brothers,[]1Aharon,
Elazar,lkohanim,Bnei¥israel

EMORIEL...[sdyltd...[akcursIbtimeslid
Tanach,[2[dfWhich[areih[the Torah.
Par'o[first[shys[it[tb [Yosef, [tb [tkll [His
brothers...[Aharon Lk o [Be[dold[By
Moshe[Mhat[G [dl[@ksks [df[Him Tthree
times. [Hlazar [i[S[the [object[ofEMOR[EL
once,[and[the[Whole[dongregation Ldf
IsraelCis[the[bbject[bnce.[And, [ bf
course,[ Parshatl Emor[begins[with
EMOR[O ELO HAKOHANIMO B'NEI
AHARON...O Thed otherd nine
occurrences[ih[TManachaldd[tb[the ikt
Zerubavel,[R'chavlam[{three[times),
Achayv,Phr'o,ahd[dore.

[3] 7thlihthe[fbrmerfirstlih(the
latter

Theldeventh LWordlih[the[former[df
the[tdwol[deadings[dn[Shabbat[Rarshat
Emor[(that[being[thelsedra)llis
HAKOHANIM.TheHfirst[Mord[dflthe
latter[céading, [Lb. [the [hhftarafdr Emor
isMHAKOHANIM.
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[4] Witnesses[And[ Wwise[people
and[thelprophets

Witnesses[dre[BIDIM,[AYIN[DALET

YUDMEM, Cwith ChChumericCvalue
(gimatriya) [df[124.[And [Wise[peopled

V'CHACHAMIM,LVAVIQHET[GHAFL]

MEMNUD MEMI=0124.C]Andlthe

prophets[F[V'HANEVIIM,LVAVHEI]

NUNBETNYUDIALEFMUDIMEML] =
124.Mherelale 124 [p'sukim[id (Phrshat

Emor.

[5] It'sCgood el Hon't[say[ the
intervening(39

Many [peopleday[dwo [p'sukim from
Parshat[Bmor[ds[thelihtroduction [df
KiddushCbn[¥om[Tov[Hay:[EILEH

MO'ADEIL] HASHEM...0 and[1 VAY

DABEIRC] MOSHEL] ET MO'ADEI
HASHEM....IThere[hre[ B9 p'sukim
between [these[#wo,Wvhich[describe
the[range CofLlYamim[Tovim[from
Pesach [ through[] Sukkot.[J Kiddush
would[Be[d[Ibt[Ibnger[if[Welshid[the
intervening[390Lp'sukim [don't[you
think?

[6] )'lembhouseslahddays/weeks

Theldommand[Hodount[the[Omer
(days/weeks) [begins[With [ the [vord
USFARTEM,[dndYouLdhallldount.[Th
search[bf[ T Triddles, [ve Cbften il
search[Tanach [fbr[dther[dccurrences
of[Cdertain[Words,[¢heck[dhe[tesults
and[Hee[f[there[i§[A[TTriddle[to[Be
found.[(When[the[Search[deveals[tbo
many[tesults,[ the[TTriddle[vhluelis
low.[OWhenUOthereOare[dnolother
occurrences[df(alMord, [then[therelid
no[dTTriddle[Jto Cbe [(Hfound Cleither.
USFARTEMfrom[ParshatEmor[ds

uniquedn[Tanach.[But[LweHound[3d
S'FARTEMLI in[J Yeshayahull 22:10.
Without[the[prefix[df[altknse flipping
VAV, [SIFARTEMId[phst[ténseahd[i[id
the[Houses[id Merushalayim[that[Were
counted.[With[the[Omer,[the[VAV
flipsLthe[dense [do [future[or[(TZIVUI
(command)Wvhich[GkCdonsidered ke
futurelténseltdo[dincelthe [cbmmand
issuedlidlstill [tb [bk fulfilled.

[7] Oncelih[Emorlahdithreeldther
timesdn[DivreilHaYamim[Bet.
And[that's[if.

Kohanim[@re[dalled(KOHANIM[3nd
sometimes,[B'NEICAHARON.B'NEI
AHARONMHAKOHANIMlidlcbmmon.
HAKOHANIMO B'NEICD] AHARON
occurs[Gh[BMOR [And[three[times[ih
Divrei[HaYamim,ahd[that'sall.

[8] morelziwitterion

Ed.[dote:[(When Il dtudied Cdhemistry
(back[ih[the[days[df[103[dlements[ih
the[Periodic[Table[Ifhore[than[the 32
elements[When[ohy [father [Z'l[Went[tb
school,[But[fewer [than [thday's[1 18]
even[thoughlthe[dst[six bhvelyktltd bk
named,[ahd[the[[st[to [dflthoselake
the[lsubject[lof[lcontraversy[hs[ ko
whether[they [bhve[attually [been[nhade
in[alldb), [alzwitter idn[Was[almholecule
that[hhd[alpbsitive[charge[dn[dnelside
and[d[degative[dharge[dn[the[dther.
Under[dertain[donditions,[gart[df[the
molecule[(hn[ibn,[[f[themory[derves)
would [Break[dfflahd[dpposite[charges
would[dttract,[producing[d[ different
substance[with[the[kame[themical
makeup Lof[iks[Molecules.[DC¢ouldn't
find[that[definition[dn[thelihternet[I]
only[part[dflit[MBut[d[T Triddle[is[d
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TTriddle.Mdlrbferred(tdthe [fctthat[if
you[thke[the (Word(MORE, [Break [dff
the[B[ftom [thelendlahd[putlit[dn[the
beginning, You[get(BEMOR.[Thereldre
manyWords[ike [that [T would[dall
them[@witter Words, [Butm[not[slire
that'slahlatcurateltérmitdube.[HEART
and[] EARTH, for[] example,[] are
ZwitterWords.[d 1] await[] TTreader
feedback[drom[themistry[people[ to
agreelok[sétimelstraight.

[9] ParshaPixWnexplaineds

(2)[IDO0[id Roman [nlimerals isM™. That
goes[With[theldarlunder[the[1000[tb
make [M[dar[ar[EMOR.

(b) @Mherelis[algraphicldflah [i$land.Th
Hebrew, [BE[(hotlehsy[tb[tlansliterate
([theWord[id[spelled [ALEFYUD[and
pronouncedllike[the[hame[ bf[ the
English [8tter[E).[Under[thatlidlalphoto
oflalplece [of[idon [ake[(Ive Ikhow [that [id
isChot[feally[identifiable), Lgiving[his
EE[ORELdr[the[dameldflthelthonth
we'velrécently bkgun, [YOR.

(c)CBARASEN[IIIFrom[thel$cience
fiction (Book, TIAMEOUR, [bly [Ficcatus
Lore[(it'slalmovieltbo). Pittacus[oreis
from[thePlanetlbrien, threehlndred
million Lthiles[away [from [Barth. (He[i}
thelleader[bf[ the[Elders[drom[his
now [destroyed[planet, [Whol[dame[to
Earth [tb [thy [tb [(Help [s [ih [alWar [that
willldbe Claunched by Laliens Clfrom
another[planet.[Atlthe[ehd[of[thisfist
book[dflalprojected[skries,[there[i3[al
description[of[dhe[Astrological [digns
from[the[planet[Lrien.[IBARASEN
corresponds[tb[Taurus,[the [Bull[1Th
Hebrew[known[As[the[SHOR, the
mazal ofyar.

B'HAR Adapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Puzzling Exception

Context: In a sweeping set of edicts at
the beginning of Parshat Behar, the
Torah regulates the sale of land within
Jewish society.

1. Land should be sold only in the case of
dire necessity.

2. Land that has been sold may be
redeemed after two years by the original
owner or by his relatives. The price of
redemption is computed on the basis of
the purchase price minus the value of
the years that have passed since the
sale.

3. Land that has not been redeemed
automatically reverts back to the
original owner with the onset of the
Jubilee year.

The implications of these laws are
nothing less than staggering. From a
Torah perspective, land cannot be sold
in perpetuity, only leased for a period of
time. Properly observed, the laws
regulating the sale of land ensure, in the
words of Rabbi Shimshon Raphael
Hirsch, “the prevention of complete
permanent poverty of some families by
the side of overpowering accumulation
of property in the hands of the few.”

Once again, the Torah strikes at the
critical area of land ownership, the fault
line between the haves and the
have nots throughout history. Even an
individual who becomes so destitute
that he is forced to sell his family’s
holdings can be assured that those
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holdings will be returned to him or to
his heirs with the arrival of the Yovel
year, if not before.

Framing the message of these majestic
laws, the text proclaims: “And the land
will not be sold in perpetuity, for the
land is Mine; for sojourners and
residents are you with Me.”

There is, however, one glaring exception
to the Torah’s rules of land lease. If an
individual sells a residence house within
a walled city, the regulations that apply
are almost the opposite of those listed
above. In such cases:

1. The original owner, or, upon his death,
his heirs, may redeem his property only
during the first year after the sale. Other
relatives of the seller are prohibited from
redeeming this property.

2. After the first year has passed, any
opportunity for redemption has been
lost. The residence is considered sold in
perpetuity, with the sale unaffected
even by the arrival of the Jubilee year.

Question: Why is any exception made
to the general rules that govern land
salesin Jewish law?

In light of the overwhelmingly signifi
cant social lessons conveyed by the
general laws of land redemption and the
return of land in the Yovel year,
shouldn’t these laws be applied to all
transactions, including the sales of
residential dwellings in walled cities?

Approaches:

Confronted with the puzzling legal
distinction made in the text between
city dwellings and agricultural property,
the scholars offer a variety of explana
tions.

A. The Chizkuni offers two rationales for
the distinction between city dwellings
and rural property.

In an approach similar to that of the
Ramban, this scholar first explains that
God is only concerned for the return of
property upon which the owner’s
livelihood depends. Fields and the
dwellings attached to them are there
fore open to an extended redemption
period and, barring such redemption,
must be returned to the original owner
upon the commencement of the Yovel
year.

In his second explanation, however, the
Chizkuni makes a 180 degree turn by
sug gesting that these laws may
actually reflect the needs and mindset
of the pur chaser, rather than those of
the seller. An individual who pur chases
a city dwelling, the Chizkuni explains,
generally intends to do so in perpetuity.
After all, individuals are rarely
comfortable living in the homes of
others. The Torah, therefore, grants the
purchaser full ownership of the dwelling
after the first year has passed.

By their very nature, however, agricul
tural properties and the dwellings
attached to them are more transient in
terms of habitation, as evidenced by the
fact that sharecroppers and workers
often live in others’ fields. The purchaser
of such property acquires no personal
connection to the land and conse
quently develops no need for continued
ownership. These properties, therefore,
remain open for redemption and are
returned to the original owner with the
arrival of the Yovel year.

B. A wonderfully creative, practical
approach to the laws of dwellings in
walled cities is offered by the
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nineteenth-20th century Lithuanian
scholar Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen of
Dvinsk, in his classic work the Meshech
Chochma. Through the eyes of this
scholar, the issue before us translates
into a clash between com munal and
personal need, with communal concerns
emerging triumphant.

The Meshech Chochma notes that
walled cities played a crucial military
role in the defense of the Land of Israel,
as a major line of resistance against
invading armies. The laws of land
redemption and return could not be
applied to these population centers
without severely weakening the
residential stability essential to their
role.

If every fifty years dwellings within
walled cities returned to their original
owners, the resultant population
upheaval would sorely undermine each
city’s infrastructure. Vast numbers of
newcomers would arrive, unfamiliar
with the ways of the area; neighbors
would be strangers to each other;
personal relationships, years in the
making, would suddenly be destroyed;
the community’s ability to act together
in any concerted fashion would be sorely
compromised.

Such a phenomenon would place the
entire country in grave danger.

Therefore, although the laws of
redemption and return should really
apply to all property, including
residences in walled cities, the Torah
creates an exception. The personal rights
of the owners are overruled by
communal need; and the overarching
social laws of land redemption and
return are set aside in favor of national
security. B4

Towards Better Bavening
and Torah Reading
S B 9T Datm Bl
TONITT IR TIONT R TRID
SolréadsMayikra[2b:3 [at[the bkginning
of[(Parshat[B'har.[WWedind[in Lthis
pasuk, [d[two[Word[ghrase [THwice Ll
thelfirstWord[dfiwWhich lehds[With[the
same[letter[hs[ the[kecond[word
begins.LSHEISHLEHANIM, b Jears.
This[Situation [k [¢alled (D'VEIKIMLI
twoWords[thatlténd[td[stick tbgether
withLbne[ bf[ the[two[3amel[letters
getting[svallowed[in [the flising[df[the
two lwords.[JISHEISHANIM.OWhen
reading[the[Torah[(brldavening)[dne
should[be[ tareful L to[$eparate[ the

D'VEIKIM.

Herel] are[] somel] examples] of
D'VEIKIM, Wlith [different[dtters.

MASIGG'VUL

B'NOTLITZ'LOFCHADLIDOV'ROT
(this[is [dot[allrkal lelxample, [since[the
DALET[tlthe[énd[&f[TZ'lofchad ik

really[3upposed[fo[be[pronounced
likethe[MH[id [theseahd[those)

RU'ACHIAHAYIM
B'NEIYISRAELIMASIEIHEM
OTAMMOSHE
YEHOSHUARBIN[NUN
VAYATZEITZMZITZ[@outhful)
RAKKIODOSHECHA
(no[ETDET fdundlid Manach)
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PirkeilAvot(IBrdperek

Rabbi[] Chananyal] ben[] Akashiya's
teaching[that[Hegins[the[third[chapter
of LAvot[is[Clised[ht[FuneralsChs[h
sobering[deminder[df[the[dealities [df
life.[But[the[vay[ that[ the[mishna
unfolds[Hegs[us[tb[give vhrious[dther
meanings(tdthisfAmousltdaching.

Thelrhishnalasks[us[tb [fonder[three
things[And Qve vill C3tay CoutLof[dhe
clutchesloflsin. Know [ftom Wherelybu
come, [to [Where[youldre[doing,[dnd
before[lwhom Uyou[willCstandLin
judgment.

Beforelohelcbntinueswith[the[mishna,
he[d¢an[ponderdhelineaningLdfldhe
questions[and[dfferHis[dwn [ahswers.
When [the [hishnal[does[dontinue, (it
asks[thelquestions[dne[at[altime[and
gives,[1what[1wel[Jassume[Jare[JR'
Chananyalbl [Akashiya'sahswers:[EFom
where?[A[fetid[drop.[To[Where![the
grave.[ Before[LWwhom?[TThe [ King[ bf
Kings, [the[Holy[@ne[Blessed bk He.

By[Ldplitting[ff{the [det[df[duestions
first, Live Ldéan[teadily[Apply Ldifferent
answers.[Brom[Where![Brooklyn.[To
where?[Jérusalem.[Erom [wWhere? [Erom
alvkrylrkligioushbme.MoMhere? [t [al
less[dbservantife.[Brom[Where?[The
best[lyeshivot![1To[dwhere?[1Who

knows.[MVhatever[the[first[tvolques[]

tions[dre,[the[@nswer[tb[the[third [}
Gld [Weldeed[tb[dvaluate[durdlves

based[dn[ftom[Wherelahd[tb[Where[I]

butlltimately, [We[Have[tb [ahswer[tb
Gldfdr whatwe'vebkcome.

CHIZUK #0DUuD

Divrei Torah!from|the weeklysedra
with'alfocus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk[forOlim & Tdud for notyet Olim

"Speak[tdthelchildren ofldraellahd[sdy
to[them:[Whenlybulcbmeltb[the [hnd
thatIam [giving[you, [the [land[should
restalShbbath [td[Qod" [(Vayikra2b:2)

"Youlnay [3ow[yourields[for[3ix
years,[ahd for[six[ybarslybulmay[plune
yourlvineyard[ahd[ghther[its[produce”
(25:3)

Thelllibavitcher Rlebbe [pbintslalutthat
theLbrder[df[the[dext[deems[do[be
reversed L Thelsix Work[years[should
precede[ the[ Bhabbat[br[Babbatical
year.[The[Torah[3hould[have[dnen[]
tioned[dhe[8[YearsLdf[ planting,Ldnd
then[télllukaboutlrésting.

The[Rebbe[teaches[that[Whenlbne
comes[to[the[lland[dnd[ik[dboutlto
embark[ubonwWorkhichlidvolves(the
materialLand[#he [Mundane{planting
and[Working[theMland), (the[first[goal
must[be[do[prepare[a[ISabbath[to
God".[IfLourlhitial Cgoal [k [do[Bring
holiness[ahd[God[idtolthe World, [then
all[dflthe Work[Weldo[during[the[first
six[lyears[Jlbecomes[Imeaningful. LIt
transforms[those[six[ylears[ihto[years
of [hbly[preparation.Mhelmundanelahd
earthly[Jare[transformedUinto[lthe
spirituallahdhkavenly.

Iflyoulalelengaged[dn ahylével [ih [the
Aliya[process[3-[thinking[hbout[t,
speaking1to[[INefesh[L1B'nefesh,[1or
shoppingor[Appliances, [youlight
think[(2hat[youArelinvolvedlin Cthe
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mundane,[] technicall] aspectsl] of
preparingfor(lifelid [drael.(The Rlebbe's
point[is[that[this[téchnical [plocess[id[al
holy[dne, [glven[thatlybur[iditial [gbal i
holy[1Tto[ kome[ ko[ Eretz[Yisrael.
Planting[yourself[dnd Lyour Lamily Cih
Israel, islalspecial Mitzva.

Mordechai Reich, Efrat

Portionfrom(thePortion

HASHEM'SILAND

ThelJewish[nationspent_years[]as
slaveslinEgypt.[Thenwelwandered(in
thell desert[] for(J forty[l years[] till Ll we
crossedlover(thelJordan(riverlintolthe
Promised(] Land.1 MorelJ years(] were
spentconquering[thelandfromthe
seven(nations(that(linhabited(it.CWe
finallyCareabletoJlive JinOERETZ
YISRAEL, T “ISHO TACHAT GAFNO
V'TACHATIT'EINATO”[TIeachperson
intheirfown(section(of(thelland, feady
tolplantfandCharvest andleat fromLlits
bounty.[ButtheVerseslin[ourlportion
set['someboundarieson[theuseof
thelland.

Hashem(tellstus, *Whenlyou'comelto
thelland(that(IfamIgivinglyou,(thelland
must(] bel] givenl[ alJ restl] period, ] a
Sabbath(Ttol’Hashem.ForUsix[years
youlmaylplantiyour(fields, prunelyour
vineyards,[Jand [ harvest[lyourl[lcrops,
butlthelseventhlyearlis[alSabbathof
Sabbaths[for(1thelland.ItCisC1Gd's
SabbathIduringwhichyoulJmaynot
plant(] your(] field,[] nor(J prune(] your
vineyards...”[1(25:2(7).0Wellcan[land
shouldwork(the(landfor(six[years but
inlthelseventhlyeariwemust(letlitrest.
Thislisthe[mitzvalof (SHMITA.(Forla
farmerCwhose(livelihood comes(from

whatlhelJis[abletol’/maketheland
produce, (this[mitzvahtolrestrainfrom
plantinglland]otherJactions(Jon[Jhis
propertylisveryverydifficult.

Weliayhotbefarmersiandmaynhot
feellthelsignificancel of(this[mitzvalas
much(] as[] our(] ancestors(] did,[] but
learninglaboutliticanldefinitely(havela
positive influencelJonus.['The[]S'fat
Emetlsaysthat'SHMITATis[almitzva
thatrallfothermitzvot “TELUYIMIBAHIT
areltied tolit”.[ The[ TZRORTHAMOR
states(that'SHMITAis[the root[of(all
thelTTorahandthefoundationof the
wholeCworld."Solwhatcanwellearn
fromSHMITA?

Thel[mainCmessagel[from[the verses
relating(tolthellaws of(SHMITAlisthat
thelland[belongs[to[[HASHEM, who
createdlit,[andnotlas[manimay think,
tolthe[personiwholmay(belliving(there
andworkinglit.(G[dallows[us[to[use
thell land,[] but(] well must(] always
rememberithat(itlis(beinglleasedtolus
MwelarelnotthelteallownersTIGd[is.
This[] samel] messagel] applies(] to
anything[welhavellleverythinglisfrom
Gldl andl well must(] appreciate
everythinglwehave.

PesachSheni

Thislykar, [Pesach[ShenilidWednesday,
May [[Bth.

In(dhedimeCbf(dhe [Beit(MHaMikdash,
someoneWwho[vas[hot[part[bf[h
ChavuralforPesach[Rishon[(14[Nisan)
was [rkquired[tb[Bring[(Korban[Besach
onlthe THth[ofyar.

Food[forithought...
TheOTorahOmentions Ctwo Cofficial
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excuses[for[Imissing" [(Pesach[Rishon
(on[IM4[Nlissan) ahd[Being[cbmmanded
to[Bring[the[KP[dn[14[IyarTITAMEI,
ritually [defiled [because [of[cbntactWith
a[Head[ body[ br[bther[kource[bf
TUM'Alahd[DERECH[R'CHOKA, [far"
away [from[the[Mikdash.[The[éxact
definition Ldf[Mfar [Away" [k [disputed,
said[dispute[ot[rklevant[tb[the [point
being[made(hkre.

The[MishnalGh[B'sachim [{9: 1) Madds"
SHOGEIG[dr[BIE'ENAS[tb[the st [df
excuses[Which[Jbump"[dpersondo
Pesach [$heni.[These[Would[include
beinglsick, bhving[fdrgotten, nbtbhving
alproper[Animal Hor[the (KP[IIlAnd

various[dnd[dundry[dther[dxcuses[1]

good[drlless[good[{thought[dt[vas
tomorrow;[Istubbed[Imy[Itoe[land
waited[dt[Terem[do[Be[freated, Cihy
lamb[rhn[alvay...).[Mhe[Mishnalabks[ahd
answersl(thelquestion [ab[td What[islthe
difference[Betweenthe[Torah's[fwo
excuses[dnd[dthers.[The[@nswer[do

thisLduestion[Has [th [do [With [gunish[]

ment[fbrLthissing[Both[dpportunities
andMariousLdombinations[df[deasons
as[ o Cwhy[each[Copportunity [Cwas
missed. [This[i3 [also [Hesides[the[doint
(ofthisleblumn).

What[idlthe [pbint[dflthis[piecelidwhat
the[BRambam [States[ih [the[Paragraph
followingLhat[has[BeenLinentioned
abovel[do[far.[Helshys[that[d[Person
who [itentionally [did (oot (biring (K PLdn
the[4th[bf[Nissan, [k [bbligated[do
bring[MP[dn [Besach [Sheni.[Bxcusefbr
missing[] thel first[] date?[.] NONE.
Nonetheless, [ the (initzvot Cbf[Pesach
Shenildpply[dnd[dre[dvailable[to [this

individual.

Pesach[Shenilis[d[dpecial Ldxample[df
Gld's[kivingLlus[h[ kecondkhance.
Timel[rklated[mitzvot[gknerally [do [not
have[thake[up[dates.[ThisLoneldoes.
The[Hetails[bf[tulpability [LforChon[]
compliance[mightbk[different[depend]
ingldpon[Why[dnel[dr[the[dther [ Was
missed.[But[évery[Jew k[ given[this
secondldhance[fbr[this[rhitzva[[[ITHE
primel[ohembership[rite [id [(Klal Misrael.
(Therelatelakhers.)

Interesting[point[ih [contrast:

Wel have[ h[ topicLin[the[aws[ bf
davening[that[desembles[the[doncept
of[Besach[Sheni.[t[n't[the[shme,[tb
belslire, blit[the [rbsemblancelislthere.

IfCJaCpersonUerredChndCmissedCh
davening, [hke[bhs[ah[dpportunity[at[the
nextldavening[dto[dmakeCupUlthe
omission.[IThis[is[hccomplished by
saying[alskcond[Amidaltb[thelcurrent
one.[This[it[dalled[Tashlumin.[Hfldne
let's[Minchalpass[ihadvertently,[When
he[davens[ Maariv[he[¥ollows[khe
Maariv[AmidalWith[dnother[(Maariv)
Amida.[Doeslalpkrson[shy@[Tashlumin
Amidaliflhk [slept[throughlthe [Morning
and[mhissed[Shacharit? Yes.[At[Mincha.
Any[dxcuse! Yes.[What[dboutlihten[]
tionally [skipping[Minchalihtending[to
do[Tashlumindt[Maariv?[No,[Lorry.
Can'tldolit. [Tt [i$ [&s (LG [d's[Hatience
with [the [ahe [Who [missed [KP[id[idfinite
[Rabbinicphtience bhs itk fimit.



