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Connecting theDots

Sometimesl[thelideafor[the LeadTidbit[presentsifself[id [the [first[bhoments [df
pondering[What[td Write[about;[sbmetimesifltakes[alwhile. Usually, [sbmelidea
says, "pick[the, [fick[che" [TAhd[that's [i. [(This[time[there [Was [&lfight (Hetween
Parshat[HaShavualand[Mag[BaOmer,[With [dach[side[gresenting[strong[drgul]
ments[fbr[the[Honors.[Thelrksult[id [chore[than [aldompromise;[it[dnce[again
comes[With[thelrkalization [that[Parshat[HaShavualahd[the[Qalendar[idfluence
each[dther[ih[durlthoughts,[And[that[thessages[dften[8merge[from[paying
attention [td[the Meekly sédralahdlits[chlendric [bhckground.

B'har[ahd[B'chukotailalelrkad[skparately [ih [113 [mhonth [ykars[ahd [dombined[ih
| 2[phonth[years.[This[Holds[tFue [dutside [df[I$rael,[(Hut[these [tivo [skdras[ale
separated|id (Idrael[also[When [Pesach [Begins[an [Shabbat[id [al1R2 [chonth [ykar [@s
isLskheduled[fbr [dextlyear,[3772).[Bither (Way I hether [Werkad[these [vo
sedras[dver[two[Shabbatot[dr[ih[dnelshot, [they[are[[oined[At[the Hip".[As
B'har[Hegins[With [G [dlsbeaking[tb[Moshe [Rabeinu[ak[Har [Sinai, [sb [B'chukotai
endsith[Theseatelthe Mitzvotlthat[G [dlcbmmandedMosheltd [(fransmit[td)
B'neiMlisrael BBHARSINAI[(ih/on[Mt. Sinai).

B'harahdBlchukotailatelalphckageldeal.[We'velehcounteredthe T akeybuldut
of (Bgyptltb[give[youlthe [Morah[dn[the[Way[tb[Bretz[Yisrael"[deal ftom[G[d
before.Butlnbthingblingsthe[pbintlatrosslstrongerthan B'harahd B chukotai.
EretzMisraellidlyburs[{burs).Idlalwaysid, [rbgardless [af Whether We ate [hkre o
not.[But[We[rkmain [ih [the [land[When [We[Keep [the [Torah[anhd [We[fice [exile
when[Weldon't.[RBirkei[AvotLstates [that LGALUT L{exile) Ldomes[Because[df
idolatry, [ihnmorality, [churder, [and [Because[df[(hot[Keeping) [Sh'mita.[Actually,
Pirkei[Avot[didn'timMake [thatub [liHlcbmes [straight fdlom Bl chukotai.
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Jerusalem[id/outltimesfor Parshat[B'chukotai

H pm H PM Summerl(time (seelphgeBlfrdtherzhmanim)
Earliest[16:06p m [c1Checkedahd [doublechecked fbrShabbatPhrshat B chukotai

S'firameote:flybulteTholding" thelmhournful [pkriodafter Chg[BaOmerahdlybu
arelidvited[tb[alWedding[dflpkople Mholehd the [Mournful [pkriod [after [hg[BaOmer,

youlchn[gb...[ahd [ehjoy!

WOl'd I__(bi mhe month IYAR [skems[td [bhve mhoreldifferentldates
on[thelcalendar[than[ahy[dther[thonth.Different" [ih[this[chse [theans[that
thelskven[days[df[Besach(ale [dot[different[ftom[gach [dther, [dor[are[the[8
days[df[ Chanuka...[étc.[IYAR Cdven[has[dnother Chame [ih [dhe[Tanach (1]
Chodesh[ZIV.[Here[arethe[dates[ih [[¥Y AR: (I[TR"Ch[{(bfldourse).[d[THom
HaZikaron.[RIT¥om MHaAtzmaut. [(These[to[days [chn (b DI[& BIdfYar, &
4[ahd[Sl[&I[6 [id [aHdition [t [their (Fegular” [4I8[5]) (T4 [TPesach [Sheni. 1B Ihg 1
BaOmer.[20[{Tthe [date [dflfirst[traveling[away [ftom [Har [Sinailafter [dearly[al 5.
year[there.2B[MYlom Merushalayim.Thelehtire[month[d[duringthe [@mer.




Candles (earliest)y B'chukotai Havdala
6:57 (6:06) Yerushalayim 8:14
T:13 (6:08) S'derot 815
T:11 (6:06) Gush[Btzion 8:14
T:14 (6:08) Raanana 8:16
1:12 (6:06) Beit[Shemesh/RBS 8:15
T:14 (6:08) Netanya 817
T:13 (6:07) Rehovot 8:16
1:10 (6:06) Be'erSheva/Otniel 8:14
1:12 (6:07) Modi'in/Chashmona'im 8:15
6:57 (6:07) Petach[Tikva 8:16
6:57 (6:05) Maale[Adumim 8:14
T:13 (6:07) Ginot[Shomron 815
1:12 (6:06) Gush[Shiloh 8:14
T:11 (6:06) K4[&Hevron 814
T:12 (6:06) Giv'at[Ze'ev 814
T:13 (6:07) YadBinyamin 8:16
T:14 (6:08) Ashkelon 8:16
1:03 (6:07) Tzfat 816
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Rabbeinu[Mam[Bavdala[MB'CHUKOTAII&56pm

Prelhg[BaOmer[reminder

When [Lhg[BaOmer flls[ah[Motza"Shll
Sunday, [thenbhircuttinglahdshaving[id
permitted[dn[the[Briday [(Before[1lih
honor[ofShabbat.

Notlohly[idfitlpkrmitted,
butlidislpleferableltd
waiting[uhtil Slinday [LT]
again,lbkcauselof
Kavod[Shabbat.

| The sedrain me |
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| K'doshim, Blhar, Blchukotai, Sh'lach |

| Xray Xray, Charlie |

‘ AlsoMelachim[Alefland [Yechezkeil |

| Wake up from last week and enjoy breakfast |

Breakfast/consists of bread |

t# Thel[beauty[ of[Togiclik[dhat
even[though[Weldannot[skeldur
goal,[Weldre[donfident[dhat[By
following[dhe[pathLoflIbgic, [dve
will [atrivelthere.
From[('ACandlebyDay"byRabbilShragalSilverstein

confusing house rule
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LEADTIDBIT

When[WeReep[the[hitzvot[{hot[jlist
goinglthrough [the [thotions, [But[deally
keeping[theMorah[tb[the [dtter[ahdlids
spirit)Chnd CkverythingDwillLbe[fine.
Better (dhan[fine.[If(Wve[don't,(dhen...
Youldon'tlWant[td khow, 2k [the[shying
goes.ButWelbhveltdkhow.

Pardonl(thelabruptlchange[id tdpic, [blt,
as[the[itle[df[fhis[llead [Tidbit[ays,
connectltheldbts.

Theperiod1between[1Pesach[]and
Shavuot[ITthe [period[df(the[@mer I
notlidtrinsically [alshd [pkriod[dftime. Id
is Ldeally [dupposed o [Bel[like[d[Tbng
Chol[HaMoed[Between[the Yom[Tov
of[Besach[ahd[its[Atzeret, [ts [dulmina]
tion,[Shavuot.[We, [the[Jéwish [Beople,
underwent[d [iraculous[transformal]
tion[ftom[dlaves[Who[Hovered[dt[the
lowest[Tevels[&fCTUM'Alto[dhe [holy
nation[that[dtood[dt[Sinai[to [deceive
the[Torah[@And[énterGhto[dn[dternal
relationship LWvith LG [d[dt[dhe[highest
levelsafspirituality.

Thelchangel[ih [thethood[dflthe[Dmer
tolthournful(thelancholy [i$ [ITHrst[dnd
foremost[Ibecause[dflthe[Destruction
oflthe[Beit[HaMikdash[dnd[the[Bxile.
That'sCvhen[the [Omer[bffering [ bf
Barley[¢eased;[that'sLdvhen[#he[Two
Loaves[dffering[do[Ibnger[dapped[dff
that[special (B0 [day [pkriod.[That'swhen
ourljbythirned[tb[shdnesslahd[thourn]
ing.[Lhter, [the[@mer[Becamellihked[tb
the[deaths[df[Rabbi[Akiva's[dtudents
(and[the[dttributed[dause)ldndtb[the

Crusades.
Welkan[leven[kay[ khat[ B'chukotai
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reminded[us[df[the[good[ifelih[Bretz
Yisrael[ahd[Warned[uk[dflthe[dire[cbn[]
sequences[ bf[dbandoning[the[Torah
and[Mitzvot,[Which [alelelxemplified (By
our[partially[mdournful"@mer[pkriod.

Enter[lag[BaOmer.[A[Brightlspotlih[al
dreary[pkriod.[Alréminder[thatiflisnbt
the[lentireL1Omer[lperiodthat[is
mournful (Ibnly (33 Cdays[&f[dhe[49.
(WhichBB[dhys? [@pinionsdiffer.)

Yes, [thereli$[Allight[At[the[dnd[dflthe
tunnel.[Mhere[id[great[by [yetltbdome
(orlpkrhaps, [céturn[idlalbktter ord).

Andlihorel[decently, [Yom[HaAtzmaut
andYom Merushalayim [bhve[jdined[the
S'firatC HaOmer[talendar Chs[(Further
indicationsJof[(Jthe (dtrend[Jtowards
restoringL khe[1Omer[period[tollits
former[féstive[dharacter.[Pesach[Sheni
is[alrkminder[if [that[direction[ak [Well.
Dolybulthink[that[thelektablishment[of
the[State[ahd[theréunification dfYeru[]
shalayim[atelohly[cbincidentally [id [Iyar?
Hardly.

Algliy[ance[said[td [me[that[iflohly Mom
HaAtzmaut[Were [not[ih[the [@mer, [be
would[delebratel[it.[Wrong.Just[don[]
nectlthe[dots.[The[Ban[dn[Weddings
and[Haircutting[i§[dot[the[dssencedf
the[@mer.[[hg[BaOmerlid.[Qelebrating
GId's[glft[tb [uks [df[the [rbturn [dfJéwish
sovereignty[tb[Bretz[Yisrael[is.[Rejoic[]
inglid [the [rbturn [cf[many [phrts[df[Fletz
Yisraellihto[Ldur[hands[ik.[Welieed,
too,[dnderstand(dhat ve [Still (have [d
way [to[do[Before[the[Geula[Sh'leima
andldverything[that[does[With[it, [Will
completelyréstoreltd [dylofithe @Omer.
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B'chukotai

33rd [sddra[of (54; [Tast o (10 [ [VAyikra
Written [oh (13 | (Ihes [id[aITdrah, [cdnks [4T th
5 [parshiyot; 3Topen, (2Lchhsed

78[pJsukim, [rdnks [4bth [(Ath [l[Vayikra)
1013 Lwbrds, [ednks (47 th [(Ith [id[Vayikra)
3992 ekters, [ranks [4Y th [{th i (VAyikra)
Small [sddra [[dhly [TTsddras [ate [sHorter

MITZVOT

Contains (12 [oditzvot (T pdsitive, (STpdohibitions

SeferVayikrazIDsédras,
36.6[cblumns,[I537[ihes, Bb9 [plsukim,
| 1950 Words,[447900dtters,ahd

247 mitzvot[(95[pbs. 152 [plohibitions)
Vayikraislthe [sinallest[@humashid
number[oflsédras, [cblumns, [ihes,
p'sukim,Words, [&lldtters. [ds[sédras
(avg) [bhvelthe féwestlverses, Words,
and[8tters.[@TOH,idhhsmore
mitzvot[than [ahy [oktherBook, thich[id
alllthe[Morelrémarkable [Because [offits
smalllsize.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

Numbers[in[J[square Cbrackets] Clare[Clthe
Mitzvalcbunts[bfl Befer[HaChinuch[AND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot..] A=ASEI
(positive Limitzva); LIL=LAV (prohibition) L1
Rambam[d counts[] positives[] (248)] and
prohibitions[{365) [$eparately. [ X:Y s the
perek[dnd[gasuk[fFrom Which[the[thitzva [

counted.
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[P>X:Y[(Z)]ahd [F>X:Y [(¥)][iddicate[start
ofld[Parshalg’tuchaldr[Stumaldespectively.
X:Y 3 [Rerek:Pasuk[df[the[Beginning[df[the
parsha; [(Z) (8 (the [dumber [df[d'sukim[ih [the

parsha.

KHohen [Hrst[Aliya
3[plsukim [126:3

[P>[26:3[{11)]01f0 wel keepl the
Torahlandlmitzvot,OthenHaShem
willl providell beneficent,l timely
rainfalllandObountifulllcrops.0The
yieldDoflkheLandOwillbelkolgreat,
thatleachOagriculturallseasonOwill
blendlintolthelnextlone.0Andlwe
willlhavelplentyltoleatdMonOour
ownlLand.

"Iflyoulwalk[on[the[path[of[My
statutes..." [Rashilcbmments(thatlthis
is[nbt[ustlahotherWay [of[shying"keep
the[thitzvot",[But[dather[it[Points[to
our[thsk[df[ilmmersing[durselves[ih[d
Torah[and[MitzvotUway LofUllife.
Another[dommentator[points[tb[the
word[T'walk"Cland CksaysClthat ClitClis
insufficient[to [list (stand [skill" Lvithin
an[environment[df(thitzvot,[dne[thust
take[cbntinuallstrides[tbwards[gleater
spiritual héights.

SDT: Andltheltleeldflthelfleld Wil
give[HorthLits[druit. [RashiL$ays[this
refers[th [don [ftuit[Bearing[trees[that
will[Bear [ftuit[When[G [d's[filll Blessing

will[Be[given.[One[df[the[dommen[]

tarieslekplainsthy [Rlashildepartsfdom
the[simple[meaning[ofthe [phsuk.[Since
ifldne[shys[alBorei[Bri[HaAdamaldn[al
fruit, (his [(Bracha [id [vhlid, [Blecause [ftuits
growldn[tlees[Which[grow[ftom[the
ground,[then[régular fduitlatelidcluded

ThelB'chukotailb771lissue

inClthepreviousUphrase[T"and Clthe
ground[Will[dive [fbrth [itsLylield".[The

phrasel[teferring[fo[treeslis[3uper[]

fluous, luhless[ifid[at [Rlashilsdys.

The[Gemaraldays[that[IM[B'CHUL]

KOTAILTEILEICHULS [thore [that [iist
stating[the [fhcts: If[this, [then [that; [if
not[this,[ then[3omething[lse.[ The
Gemaralshys[that[HaShem[id[atking[uk,
pleading[With[us, [tb [leep [the [mhitzvot
andlilhmerseldurselves[idTorah.If[He
asks, [(how[dan Olve[dot[dovhat[He
wants[[IHel[cleated[uk,[He[put[uk[idto
thisorld.

SDT: ThelpromisesLdbfLprosperity
from[khe[bpening[p'sukimbflthe
parshalalelthade[fbrJéws[Who ive [ih
Eretz] Yisrael.[1 The[] samel deal,
apparently, [does[dot[dpply[to[those
whollive[ih [Chutz[TlaAretz.[This, [shys
Torat[Kohanim, [id [ahalyzing[the Word
(IB'ARTZ'CHEM. Mhisid[ttuly amazing
and[plovidesmuch fdodfdrthought. Il
you Wil Ebllow [My (TAws[dnd [thitzvot,
says[Q[d, [then ybuWill bk blessed Wth
many[gbod [things [iflybu [ive[id [Eretz
Yisrael.[(Iflyoullve Ldutside Lof[Israel,
GIdCktillCexpectsCkompliance Cwith
Torah[Chnd[Mitzvot,Cbut[Hoes[Thot
promiselplosperitylahd[pkacebkcause
of il

IMCB'CHUKOTAILTEILEICHU...
IfClyouwill DGO Lin[(My [ktatutes...
LALECHET, [t [gb, ihplies[movement,
constantClmovementCupwardCITho
stagnation[ih [Serving[G[d [T Chidushei
HaRim

OUlsraellCenterrTb55

LevilBkcond[Aliya
4[plsukim[112k:6

Further rewardl forl (or0 results
from)0 followingl thell Torahl and
keepingll mitzvot,O willl bel peace
andl tranquilityl inl thel Landl (of
Israel).BothhaturallisastersQwild
beasts)lashwelllasthumanlenemies
(sword)Dwilll bel keptl atd bayl by
HaShem.O AndlO whenll well do
encounterlourllenemies,0GOdOwill
grantld usl thel abilityl tol vanquish
themOmightily.OlflwelkeepOtodour
sideloflitheldeall(soltolspeak),Owe
willlbelblessedOwithlfertilityDand
GldOwilllkeepOHisOcovenantOwith
us.

Notice[how[there[Is[ A promise [ bf
peacelih[thellind[dnd[d[gromiselfbr
the[hightLo[Vanquish[the[&nemy.
Peacelih[this[dontext[deems[hot[to
refer[tb[durldnemies;[it[cheans[deace
amonglJéws.[Ehemiesfdom [the [alutside
might[still [elxist, [ahd [We[ale[promised
thelability [td [defeatthem.

Thelpromises[dffBlessings[ih[thisfirst
part[dflthe[skdralcdome[ih [tvo [fbrms:
notldnly[agriculturallahd [ahilitary, [Hut
natural[dnd[dubtle[dn[dhe[dnelHand
and[dpenlahd[dbvious,[dn[thel[dther.
Beneficial Chnd[kimely Clrain[(1Tmuch
appreciated. [Bumper[trops[IIinuch
appreciated[{one[vould[hope).[ But
rain[ahd[gFowth[df[produce[id[partldf
nature.[JOnJthe[CDother[Chand, Clthe
magnitude[] of (] promised] military
success[idlskemingly [morelmhiraculous.
Yet[{on[dhefirst[hand),[dature[dlso
consists[df[do[dain[And[drought[dnd

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lssue



failed[drops.[SoLdnparalleled [dgricul (]
tural[3uccess[is[drulyCiniraculous[ds
well.

ShilishiIThird[Aliya
37 [plsukim [[I26: 1 0[46

Thelldngest[Sh'lishilid the Morah

Thisl Aliyall beginsl withl thel last
fourllp'sukimboflithed"good"Opartdd
thelpromisesforlourlproperlTorah
behavior.0GIdOwilllbeOwithOus;0He
islthedOnedWholtookOusOoutOof
Egypt,l brokel thell yokel ofll our
oppression,JandlleddusOoutdwith
headslheldhigh.

[P>[26:140[{13)]0ButOthenlwelget
toll thell "Tochacha",0 onel ofll two
portionslofllthedTorahO(therelare
actuallylseverallothers,ObutOthese
arelthelbigltwo)lcontainingdGId's
detailedlhdmonitiontolthePeople,
warningll ofll thel direl consel
quencesll thatld willl resultd from
disregardlotll TorahandOmitzvot.
Becausel[it[id [sb [Hainful [tb [(Hear [these
terribleCvords[Iéspecially [tealizing
how[dften[they[Haveldomeltruellthe
custom[developed |t [réad this[pbrtion
in[alllbwvoice.[MVelakelakhamed[that
Gldlnkeds(tdthreaten [ukfid sblglaphic
alWay.[There[Was[altime When [nb [ahe
wanted[the[dubioushbnoroflréceiving
this[Aliya.[Today[thelohinhag[id [tb [chll
the[Rabbi,[Gabbai,[drlthe[Baal Korei
himselfC¥or[thisCportion.[{InCimany
congregations, [ifllid [the [dne[Whol[glves
outlthe[Aliyotholgkts(theTochacha,
solthat[nblohelelselchnfdel[slighted by
him.)[(The[Tochachalis[Always[¢on[]
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tained [Within [dne[Aliya[hich[Begins
and[dnds[dn["theerier" [dotes.[This[is
the[deason[for[dhe[Wvidely[disparate
distribution Cbf[p'sukimChmong[the
Aliyot[df[this[dedra.[{Almost[Balf[df
the[3edras[p'sukimArelin[thisLodne
Aliya.)

Onl[thel[dther[Hand,[there[drelthose
who [flown [an [the [clistom [df [dwering
thelvbice,[bkcauseWelatelslipposed|td
lovereproach,Clsince it Chelps Cus
straightenourselveslolut.[On[thelokher
hand, [hostfdllow[the [clistom[tb[rkad
the[Tochachalid [allbwer [vbice.[Torah
readers[should[Be[chreful [though, [dot
tolrkad[tdoldwtd bk [heard[properly,
and[nbt[tbo fsttd bk [ploperly hkard.

All significantl themel ofll the
Tochachall isll thell connection
betweenlthelkeepingloflthellaws
oflShmitallandl ourl holdld onlthe
Land.Welnustlhlwaysltealizelthat
wel dol notll keepl Eretzl Yisrael
withoutlany[lstringslattached.OWe
havel all clearl commitmentl and
responsibilitylltolkeeplthedTorah
andOfulfillltheOmitzvotOasOindividd
ualsTANDshltommunity.IShmita
wasllcommandedlinOthelprevious
sedra.Inlthisbweek'slkedra,0welbre
presentedl withl thel direl consell
quenceslofltheldisregardloflthis
importantitzva.

[S>0 26:2701 (20)]0 Continual
referencellsmadebflbothlphysical
andl spirituall  benefitsl from
observancel ofll mitzvot,0 andl the
opposite,ll forll disregardl ofll the
mitzvot. Thisl combinationl of
promisel ofll goodl andl threatl of

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lssue

bad,0togetherdwithOthelbodylof
mitzvotOoflithedTorah,Oconstitutes
thel covenantl betweenl GOdO and
thelPeoplelofllsraellatlSinailvia
Moshe.

SDT: Yaakovl[idlspelledwith[aIMAV[E]
times[ih [Tanach[(Oncelih [this[Week's
sedraldndfourdimesLih [Yirmiyahu).
Rashilpoints[out[that[ dthe[hame[ bf
Eliyahu[i$ [mhissing [a[MAV [five [times. (It
is[ds[if[Yaakov[thkes[dollateral[from
Eliyahu[ko[guarantee[that[he Cwill
eventuallyLkomel ko[ hnnounce[khe
comingloflthe Moshiach.

V'ZACHARTILIETCBRITICIYAAKOV
V'AFLET[BRITILYITZCHAK W' AFLET
BRITILD AVRAHAMO V'HAARTZ
EZKOR:[(Vayikra2k:42)

GldIWilllckmember[thelcbvenant[With
YaakovlahdltheldneWith Mitzchaklahd
the[oneOwith[CJAvraham...[OMidrash
Rabba[shys[that[the[Words[BT [ih[the
phrase[With[dach[df[the[AVOT[dome
tolihcludelthe MMAHOT [ak [Well. [Hlsb,
asks[the[ADMOR [Af[GUR[zt"], M here
islthe[fdurth[mhother?[Helahswers[that
the[Hourth[Cbnellds[Rachel, ChAndthe
Torah[has[dlready[fold[dis [ GId's
rememberingbkr, s [itlsdys:

VAYIZKORLELOKIMLETCRACEHL...
(Breishit[3D:22)

R'YMP [pbints[dutlséveralldistinctions
between[the[fwo[Tochachotlih[the
Torah.[Thelirst[Tochachalit[gart[df
the[SinaildovenantLdnd[thereforelis
contained[id [B'chukotai, Which[id[rkad
shortly[(Before[Shavuot.[The[decond
Tochachali$[ih [Ki[Tavo[Because[it[i§
partLaflthe[Arvot[Mo'avLdxperience.

OUlsraellCenterrTb55

8

Hel[hlso[pointsLbut[ that[the[Hirst
Tochachalends[vith[ChCpromise[bf
redemption[(THATLISLRPARTLOFLthe
Tochacha.[The[skcond[dneldoes[Hot.
Only[ih[dhe fbollowing[dedraldo[you
have[the[plomiseldf[Geula. Thefirst[id
orderly [iflybu[don'tdikten, [then[slich
and[slich [ill (Happen.[And [iflyou[skill
don't,[then[Morse.[And[..[then[dven
worse.[ The[3econd[TTochachalds[Ch
series[dflthreatslahd[plinishments, lohe
after[dhe[dther.[TheHirst[Tochacha
relates[tb[the[destruction [df[the[first
Beit[ HaMikdash[CAnd[the[kxile[that
followedlif;[the[skcond[tb[that[df[the
second[Beit[IHaMikdash.[(dThe first
Tochachalchme[ftom [G [dMia[Moshe;
thelsécondlchmelfdom[Moshe.

R 'vi'i[{Fourth[Aliya
| 5[pIsukim [[I217: 1 (115

[P>[27:1[(B)]0nledgingfundslio
theMikdash,ltlisOpossibleltoloffer
thel"value"lofllanfindividual [350,
A1140127:2].0 Thel TorahD lists
amountslforlindividualsOdependl
inglonOsexlandOage.OInOthelevent
thatOtheldonorlisOpoor,0alkohen
maylreducelthelhmount.

[S>[27:9[(26)]0Mhpersonlpledges
anlanimalltodthedMikdashOwhich
qualifieslasallkorban,lhelmaynot
exchangelorlredeemthatOanimal
(evenl for0 onel ofll greaterl value)
[351,L106[27:10].0IfUhelattempts
toldolso,0thenObothOtheloriginal
animalland0itsOsubstituted(t'mura)
arell consecratedl tol the Mikdash
[352,[A87[27:10].0AnOanimallnot
fitlforOthelAltarfisOtodbelevaluated

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lssue



bythkohen [353,A11527:11],thnd
canlbelledeemedbylhdding[l /5bf
itsfvaluation.

Actually, |/4[dflthelamount[idlatded,
solthat[the[dmount[ddded[Becomes
| /5[dfltheltbtal [Amount[Haid.[(B.g.[An
animalWas [vhlued [at[TDO0 [shekel. (T4 [of
that[(ds[(25.[JAdd that[toCthe[Hirst
amount, [ahd(thelpkerson mustlphy [IR5.
Thel[25Which[Heladded[i3[1l/5 [df[the
125.[This[idhlow[GHOMESH Works[id
alllsituations[that[chll fdr [t

Alpersonlcanlalsolofferthellvalue
offlalhouse [354,A116027:14].0in
whichl casell all kohenl (expertl in
mattersboflreallestate)ddetermines
itsl value, andl thel housel is
redeemablelbylhddingll /5.

Ponderlthis...fdbnatingthe lvhlue [of
alrhale[dhild[Between [3[ahd [20 [years
oflage, [fbrlelxample, [id [elquivalent[td [al
pledge[af20[shekel, [then [Why [nbt[ust
donate[120Cshekel? (IWhat[is[Clthe
significancelof[@belingckrtainamounts
aslthe[alue"[ofalpkrson?

PartUlof[lthe[Janswer[lseems[lquite
obvious.[[We[bsychologically[(Felate
much[ohore[strongly [tb[dur[giving[the
valueldflpkrson(td[the [Beit(HaMikdash
than Live[Would[Ho[d[ere[dum [ bf
money.[This[Would[BHe[dspecially [sb[i{f
thelpersonWereldurselves[dr[alldved
one.[ModernHundraising[psychology
borrows[this[idea.[JCompare[the
emotionalcbnnection [dflcbntributing,
let'sCsay, [$100Ltb [dldharitable[dause,
compared[With[the[shme[§100Which
isLdalled foster[d[dhild"Ldr[feed[d
family" [fbr[d[dertain[period[dfltime.
The[money[s[ the[kame.[ But[the
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emotionallrésponselislqlite different.

MitzvaWatcch

Notice[ the[hinusual, CAlmost[linique
nature [df(T'MURAL{the [dxchange [df
an[ahimalfbr[ahother[shcred[ahimal).
Generally,[When[the[Torah[grohibits
something, [ah[ihdividual [id[cbonsidered
toiolate[dhat[prohibition Livhen[he
does[that[Which [Was[fbrbidden.[Dne
may[dotldook[cheat[With [ohilk.[Doing
so[id[@0iolation.[Dne[rhay [dot[skeal.
Stealing[ik[d[Miolation.[Btc.[Btc.[One
may [dot[dxchange[dneldnimal (for[4d
consecrated[Ldne[{that[ik[fit[for[dhe
Altar).[ButCodneldannot[do[30.[The
attempted[dxchange [fhils.[Thelshcred
animal Uis Cstill Csacred. [LISo Lin Cehis
instance, [thatwhichidfdrbiddenlidlnbt
done.Ii[chnnot[Be[done.Thelattempt
itselfCthenCis[the Violation.[This[s
highly Chinusual. [{InCAddition (2o [ the
attempted [ kxchange[failing, Lit[hlso
carries[the[ddditional [penalty Lof[dhe
new [ Animal[hlso[becoming[3acred.)
AndM"'muraldan[Belpunishable[By
MAKOT Liwhipping),[lhich Chakes ik
more[unusual, [since o akt[Was[done.
Aldrohibitionthatlihvolved[do [dct[i$
rarely[punishable[by Chuman[¢ourts.
Nor[s[CA[ViolationOwith[Ch[Cpenalty
additionally plinished by MAKOT.

€ChamishiSth[Aliya
6 [plsukim[I1217: 1 62

Ifflalpersondedicateslthelivalueliof
hislpropertyltoltheOMikdash,Hitlis
tolbellevaluatedbylhlkohenlbased
onlqualitylhbndhumberDofllyearsto
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thelnextOYovel [355,A117(27:16].
It0thenObecomeslredeemablelby
addinglalfitth.Olfla0personididnot
redeemlthelland,lfthenllYovelldoes
notlreleaselittolhim,butlratherfo
theMikdashlasOconsecratedoropl
erty.ll Thell samel appliesl ifll the
officialsDatOthelMikdashlsoldUthe
propertyll beforell redemption.O At
Yovel,OthevertshodheMikdash.

Shishi[ISixth[Aliya
7 [plsukim [[I27:22[28

IflitheOpropertylindquestionlisdnot
hereditary,ObutOratherlpurchased,
thenOthelrulesOdiffer.0Thellandlis
evaluatedlinfthelbamelway,butlht
Yovelll itd revertsl tol itsO original
owners,[hndhotholtheMikdash.

AllfirstlinglisDautomaticallyl sancl
tifieddtodthelAltar;0onedmaylnot
consecratel it asd another korban
[356,[1L107[27:26],0becauselitlis
alreadyllKodesh.0ThisOruleloflnot
switchingll onell sanctityll for
another,l appliesl toll otherl catel
gorieslbflkorbanthshwell.

Al nonlkosherl animall offeredl to
theMikdashlskoldbff.

Iflsomethinglitselfllisdconsecrated
tol thell Mikdashl (ratherl than[ its
value),litOcannotObelredeemed;it
remainsfholy.

Sh'VII[I[Reventh[Aliya
6 [plsukim [[I27:29 (34

Consecratedpropertylgoesltolthe
kohanim [357,[858,[359;LA145,
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L110,[IL111027:29].0 AQ person
underl all deathl penaltyl hasl the
statuslofll"Cherem"(nonlredeeml
ablelitems).0Theland'sOtithel(here
referringl toll Maaserl Sheni),0 is
sacred;[itlisO(eitherftodbeleatenlin
Jerusalemlbr)tolbelledeemed.

Theltithelofl thel animalsl(cows,
goats,Usheep)lareltodbelseparated
byl countingll everyll tenthll one
regardlessll ofll thell qualityl ofll the
animal [360,A78[127:32].0 These
animalslarellsacredandOmustlbe
eatenlbnlylinJerusalemlhnduinder
conditionslofTrituallpurity.0Maaser
B'heimal mayll notl bell redeemed
[361,L10927:33].IViolation[bflthis
rulelresultsllindbothlanimalslbeing
consideredholy.

This[h[thatlabout
MaaseirB'heima

Twol{at[Teast)dignificantLdifferences
between [Maaseir[df[producelahd[that
oflahimals:

With[droduce, [Youlghther [youryield
and[thke[altbnth,[dreferablyftom[the
best[df[the[drop.[With[dnimals,You
setlthelnewbornsup[sblthey Wil [pass
through[ALharrowLbpeningLin[their
enclosure[dne[bly[dne;[ybuldount[ahd
declare[the[10th[dneltb[He[Maaseir.
Youldo[dotLdhoose[Which[dnimallik
Maaseir.[] Whichever[ one[] "passes
underlybur[staff"[ténth, [that's[the[dne.
(So[tbo Ebr20th, (30th, [Etc.) R Hould
belthelpbtentialbluelribbonWinner[at
the[tounty[fair[brt[ touldCbel A
scrawny, [sickly, [skinny @himal.

With[droduce, [[T'rumalis [dot[thken
[frhe[®'chukotailb 77 1lissue



from[thelghthered[produce,[thelehtire
amountlid[Tevellahd[fbrbidden[tb[eht.
Alltithing[dust[Be [ done[Beforelthe

restli$ [donsidered[dppropriately [gre[]

pared.Withahimals, [iflalpkrson (hhs [0
newborn[ambs,[et'sCkay,[ hnd[he
doesn'tlperform[thenitzvaldf(Maaseir
B'heima, [then [he [filed[td [do [alnhitzva,
butlthe[T0Mmbs[akrelall"kosher"[ahd
acceptable.[Maaseir[B'heimalid[almost
likelalvbluntary[nlitzva.

AndJ unlike[J B'CHORL] (mentioned
above),[Which[becomes[$acred[the
moment[it[i$[(Born {l¥hether[drldot
the[] owner[ proclaims[J KADOSH
(which[He[i$[slipposed[tb[do).I[d, [ih
allCkases, [ KADOSH.[[Not[ko[with
Maaseir[B'heima.[ The [dnimal[is[hot
sacred[lunless[Ithelowner[follows
proper[procedure[dnd[declares[the
animal[bbly.

29[nkwborns[Ibhly DIwill bk Maaseir.

"Theselhrelthelnmitzvot...ht[Sinai."
ThislfinallpasukboflitheOsedral(and
bookl ofll VaYikra),l closesll the
sectionlthatdwasOopeneddbylthe
firstl pasukl ofll B'har,0 thel usual
partnerbedralfoB'chukotai.

CHAZAK, EHAZAK...

Itidlchstomary forlthelcbngregationtd
stand fr [the[cbncluding[phsuk[dflehch
book[dflthe[Torah.Thislseems[MOT
to[taise[the [$trong[bbjections[that
standing[for[the[JAseret[ HaDibrot
does.[The[Morah[rkader[réads[the fihal
words[With [dldramatic fhair, [signalling
the[kongregation ko[ tespondLwith
"Chazak, [chazak,[M'nitchazak"[(Btrong,
strong,[And [Tet[ds[Be[Strengthened).
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Although[inost[people[deemHo[day

V'NITCHAZEIK, [alnhorelcbrrectprol]

nunciation, bhsedohShmuel Bet[ID: 12
[ftom [Wherethelekclamation[appears
tolcbmelIEMNITCHAZAK.

Thelreader[then [epeats[that[ghrase.
Somelsay[Ithat[Jthe[JpersonClwho
receives[the[Aliyalshould[NOT [say [the
phrase,[ds[dhis[Wvould[¢onstitute[dn
interruption[] between[] the[] Torah
readinglahd [his [doncluding[Bracha,[dr
possibly[that[it[is[fo[him[that[the
congregationlsdys[@hazak...

It[k[donsidered[d[$pecialLhonor[io
receive[this Bboklcbmpleting[Aliya.

Maftir[ilthe [Estthreelplsukim.

Haf¢arall7[g'sukim
Yirmiyahu[lk: 190117:14

Thelwordsbflthelprophetlcontain
warningsllanddadmonitionsOwhich
echollthedTochachallcontainedlin
thelkedra.0Thelhaftaralbndshwithlh
prayerforliGId'sthelpOnlkeepingis
faithfull tol Him0 andO HisO Torah.
Rabbill Jacobsl z"Il mentions[ that
thisll haftarall isl probablyll more
matchedltol thelotherll Tochacha
sedra,KillTavo,butKillTavoheeds
onelbflthel70Consolationthaftarot,
solthisBventBwvith[B'chukotai.
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‘DivreitMenachem
B'chukotaillis[lalJparshalthatllremains
embeddedlinlourrhistorical ¢onscious(]
ness.[ For[havingl received[ the[Torah
and[] having[] forsaken[] the[] original
covenantthrough/theSinlof[the[Golden
Calf,[Hashemmow xatifiesthat/covenant
anew. Not[through[the"Book[lof[the
Covenant"[(Sh'mot(24:4,7) (hor[through
offerings/onbehalfiofithe mation, Hutby
spellingloutlthe[blessings/for observ(]
ing(] His[] laws[] and[] thel] curses[ for
abandoning(the Brit.

Curiously, the[ftewardsand[blessings
speltloutlarel alll ofl almaterial hature.
ThelArtscrolllcommentaryldefines/two
approaches(tolunderstanding(why!(this
is(so, rather(thanlthe[Torah'listinglthe
spiritual(] benefits(] that[] accruel] from
hearkening[ to Gld's[words. The[ first
follows[the Rambamwho[imakes[ithe
somewhatlobvious,but(sobering,point
that') onel] whol] enjoys[] health[] and
prosperitylisiclearlyin/abetterposition
tolJserve[Hashem. Thus[serving[/G[d
loyallyleads(tolalpositionwherelthere
are,[] indeed,[] increasing[] spiritual
returns.

Rambanlsuggeststhatfor[the Torahlto
specify[lthat[spiritual lreward[Jis[the
pricelfor(loyaltywouldlbeltolstate[the
obvious.JParadoxically,[/in[JRamban's
eyes,[] material(] reward[] is[] alsol[] an
unnatural,[] spiritual,[ ] and[] miraculous
event.[Consider, [ for[example, that(the
observance( of( |Sh'mital]enables(lone
hundred(] Jews[] to[] pursuel] 10,000
enemies[(Vayikra126:8) Jland[that[its
violation[ causes/al completehationlto
belexiledandlhelpless. Surely,then,
when[Hashem/[]declareslthat, "I will
providelyour(rains(in/theirtime,"leven
the(morsellof’bread(onlour(tablehas/a
miraculous/aspectiolit!
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VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: Are! therel any!sources
concerninglanobligation'fo eat food at\a brit
mila?

ANSWER: Therelare[two élements
tolthis[question.[Onelis[to[what[gxtent
therellisClalmitzvalto[have[allseuda
(meal)[in[honor[ ofl al brit[mila.[ The
otherlis[to[what[eéxtent[invited[guests
are[ required[to[ take partlin[suchla
seuda.

TheIShulchan TJAruch[(Yoreh'De'ah
265:12)[says: [“Welhave [thepracticeto
makelalseudalon(thedaylofitheMila.”
TheRamaladds:fandpeoplehavelthe
practiceto[ChaveCalJminyanforthe
seudalofl al Mila,andlitlis[called[a
SeudatIMitzva.” UThere[JareIseveral
sources! lin[]Chazalllto[Isupport[Ithis
claim. Pirkeild’Rabbi Eliezer/derivesit
from[the Britthat[Avraham[performed
for[Yitzchak. TThe[Torah writes[that
Avraham(tnade(a(big[party[onthe(day
that[] “higamel[] Yitzchak” [ (B'reishit
21:8),whose[simple(franslation[is [that
hewasWweaned. The Orchot[Chayim
derives/thelideafrom theword’sIetters
(thefirst[‘two, [ Tbased [lon numerical
value), namely, 5+3MMAL,lLe.,[0n the
eighth[dayhelcircumcised. This, thus,
was[thelevent[thatpromptedlalparty.
Thelgemaral(Ketuvot[8a)seemsto
assumel that[ therel[islal $pecial [ meal,
comparable(tolthatofl ShevalB'rachot,
and[therefore[needs to[point[out[the
differencel between( thel bentching[ at
thetwo.[Before[ Birkat  HaMazon[bf
Sheva(B'rachotlone says[‘ishehasimcha
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vim[ono”[(that[the[Tjoy[lis[lin[His
abode), [ iwhereas[ this[is[ not[ recited
before Birkat(HaMazon/at(aBrit(Mila
duetoithe painlofithelchild.

One[] ofT] the[] applications] of(] the
determination[that(the meal [forfa[Brit
Milafis@[SeudatMitzvalis the[fact(that
inviteesfothismeal thay/€atmeatland
drinkWwineléven[duringthe NineDays
(Rama, Orach[Chayim[551:10).[The
Ramalandhis[¢commentaries [point[dut
that(one[should mot(artificiallylinclude
peoplelwholarelhot[haturallypartl of
the [ festivities[1to[ ] compromise( | the
standard laws [ofithe(day.

Therelis[a[well (known[butapparently
somewhattisapplieddoncept(relating
tolthelinvitees[folal[Brit[(Mila.Letus
start[withthebackground. Thelgemara
(P'sachim[113b)ists[peoplewith the
regrettable] distinction[] of(] being
menudeh[ lashamayim[] (roughly,
shunnedin[Heaven)[for(whattheyldo
(or[refrain[Ifrom[Idoing). JOnelJsuch
personlislonewho/doesmotrecline((i.e.
set[ himselfl tol eat)[with[al group[ of
mitzva.[ Tosafot[(P'sachim[114a)[says
that/this [refersfolonewho(doesmot/eat
inthe[SeudaloflaBrit[Mila, [ whichhe
says/has(thelability tolsavelone[from
being[ ! judged[to[] gol]to[] gehinom
(purgatory). From(this(idealdeveloped
the [practice 0fnotlinvitingpeopletoa
Brit[IMilall(Pitchei[(Teshuva, JY oreh
De'ah265:18),solthatpeople notbelin
the Csituation Owheretheyshould Cbe
goingland tefrain from[doing[so. Rav
Moshe(Feinstein[(IgrotfMoshe, Orach
Chayim11,95)@xplains(thatthe matter
ismot[somuch [that[therelis[an(obliga ]
tion[to[take(part(inthemitzvalofMila.
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After[all, therelare[many[titzvot[that
onel Imight[Imiss,[ land[the[lideal lof
menudeh lashamayimlis notmentioned
broadly. [(It[hasmore[to[do, hel$ays,
withthe lack[ofThonor that one [shows
toward [the [father Wholisfulfilling the
mitzvaland[frying[folincludelotherslin
it. Itfis [fold [in [the iame[0flRavMoshe
Feinsteinthat(onedischarges [the minil’
mum/obligationbyléatinglanything[at
the (ineal lor[Smaller[teception.[Onelis
notrequiredto[JeatTbread [ (which
should/bedone by thelcore [participants
[TSeelSefer(HaBrit[165:161)or(stay for
the wholemeal.

InCanylcase,[it[is[ofl hote[that[many
people know [ ofl the[minhag[ not[to
invitebutJapparently [Jdo[not[Ido it
correctly. [Firstoflall, manylpeople just
inform[about[the[Brit[Mila, [but once
people[comelto[the[Milalitself, [they
invitelall[assembled[fo the meal,[éven
they[Tknow[Jthat[Jmany[willnotbe
coming.[Aswelhave(seen, thelsources
talk[n[terms[oflthemeal.[Secondly,
somel peoplemake it very[clear[that
they[Want[and[ évenl éxpectlalcertain
friend[tolcome, just(thattheyldol[hot
useltheWword Minviting”.In(this(dase, it
appears/that(the(spirit(oflthelinvitation
is[the[lissue, ‘and[ not[that[ therel lis
something[intrinsicabout[the uise of
the [word[*‘invite”[iflone[transmits[an
expectation] that[] friend (] or[J] family
attend.

Rav[DanielMann,[EretzIHemdahlnstitute
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FROMAMEASURE
OF BARLEY(TO
2ILOAVESOF WHEAT
[3] by Dr.[Meir(Tamari

"Thelmitzvalis[to[¢ount[49[days/ from
Korban[HaOmer[ until " the150th"day
which[is[ Shavuot,[ the[day[ ofl Matan
Torah. With(this/dounting Wwelshow[our
great[yearning[Ifor[ thatdistinguished
day.[1Counting[shows[Thow[much(Ja
person[ yearns! for[hisl deliverancel and
that(all(his[desire(is[folreach that[time,
justlas[lallservant[ leagerly[Jawaits [his
freedom[Cand Ccounts Cthe Ctime Citill it
comes.[Thatlis[whylwelcount, 'So[thany
days[havepassedloutlofltheltotal'[and
not,['so[imanylldays remain[till [ that
time"'[(Sefer[Hachinuch, (mitzval306).
Anléxpression(ofitheldleansingbrought
byl this[yearning[is[the['Ribono[Shel
Olam"that[the[Kabbalists[later added
tol thel HaRachaman! for[ restoring[ the
Temple[service, Lafter counting[S'fira:
"Solthat[ the[ souls[ bfl Israel mayl be
purified; [Jthrough([the Imerit[lof[ imy
counting may/(there [flow(through/all the
worlds(tolrectifylourllives, $piritsLand
souls."Mt[Wwasmecessaryfolgive[Torah
tol the[Wworld[ofl mankind[$olthat[they
wouldhave(a[tavlin[forthelyeitzerhara
involved(in/the fulfilling(ofltheir Heeds.
Sincel this[yetzer[ renewsl itselfl every
day,lit[Was[not[appropriate[fo[writelin
the Torah["al specificl datel for[ Matan
Torah, [rather[leachday[wel[ havel to
receivelitlanew"[(Kli(Yakar).

"ThisIcounting[that[comes|[to [purifyland
transform [our(animal meeds(and [desires
symbolized by thebarleyloflthe[Omer,
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shouldlhave[comel after[ $anctification,
aslinlall[other[purifying/tituals. How![
ever, [ the human(desires[for[physical
and[material [$atisfaction[are[so[strong
and(pervasive(thatWelWwould benable
tobeginunless(first given(thelability(fo
connect[ burselves[ through[ korban[lof
barley( tol thel Divinel [Sourcel lofl lour
money"[(Shem MiShmuel, Haggada).

Matan[TorahWas motl(the product(ofithe
religious[genius[ofTtheJews mor[was/it
testimony[to[the[$piritual [ greatness of
Moses; [ Irather[]it[Twas[]pure[]Divine
Wisdom[that[was[ revealed[to[lIsrael.
This[Wwisdom/lis[partiallylevidenced by
thel] factl] that[ ] actually[] there[ ] were
revealed Both[a[Written[Torahanddlso
an[Oral[Torah[that[details[theway[the
writtenWword [is[to be implemented. It [is
logical[Jand[] creditable]that[]Pesach,
S'firatl IHaOmer[Jand [ J[Shavuot[should
therefore Thavelbeen[solinvolved Gwith
Oral(Torah[dontroversy.

"And[youlshall[countfrom the morrow
after(the[Sabbath, from[theday/that[you
broughtthe[JlOmer"(Vayikra[23:15).
Forluslitlis ¢lear(that(the[seven[weeks
thatldre(toBelcounted[starts[on thelday
after[ Pesach, [ ithe[ first[ day[ Jofl /Chol
HaMoed. However, [ the[ Sadducees[at
thetime[of Bayit[Sheini, Who did hot
believelinlalTorah[Sheb'al[Peh,[taught
that[the[ versel referred [ to a[Shabbat
Bereishit[ (i.e.[Saturday)[ so[the[ Omer
shouldBe Brought(the first[Sundaylafter
Pesach. Thiswould mhean thatthe (@mer
wouldnever be broughtonShabbatland
that[the['day[ofl Matan[ Torah[ varied
from[year(folyear,[dependinglonwhich
weekdayl 'was[Pesach. 'Torah[ISheb'al
Peh(tuled(that/chagim werelincluded/in
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theJterm['sabbath'Jso [IMatanJTorah
wouldalways[belon[6th[Sivan[asve
observe. Furthermore, [ the[Omer(itself
was [broughtwith[great[publicitylon(the
first[day[oflChol[HaMoed, [irrespective
oflwhatldaylofithe week itWas, [dven[on
Shabbat[(Menachot[63b[71a).'So[that
alllshould[givellgreatattention [and
thought( tol thel words[of! the[ Eternal
Lord"[(Sefer[HaChinuch).

Like[lits[beginning [so the endingof
S'firah[telates[tol the authority[ ofl the
OrallLaw.[This affected[not[merely[a
matter oflritual [or(veligionbutmatters
oflpersonal [ relations[ Jand[ leven[]of
Jewish[kingship.[1"Neither[ al Moabite
nor[J an[] Ammonite[J shall[J enter[ the
congregation[] of(] Israel'] (Devarim
23:4[5);theyWwere[unfit[to join[Israel
becausel] inl] their[] ingratitudel] for
Avraham'schesedtotheir(ancestor(LLot,
theylwould mot[extend [assistance[fo his
descendants[1when[ItheylIwere[]tired,
thirstyland Hungry" [(Ramban). Qrallaw
ruled[that/the banlexisted[onlylon[the
males; [ Ruth[bf{ Moav[ineriting[ being
the[ Mother[ofltheDavidic[Idynasty.
David, legitimized bylthe[Torah[Sheb'al
Peh,was[ bornand[ died[on[ Shavuot
when[Wweltead[ Megillat[ Rut, [thel sefer
yuchusin[ofl KingDavid, [whichlis[the
majestic[twin[storylofher(dcceptanceof
Israellandlits[God[andofher(chesed [fo
thelliving[and tolthedead. Her[Zman
Matan[Torah, a[Torah[6flChesed and
Emet.
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RabbilWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
B'CHUKOTAI

Walkinglthe[Walk

Itfisfgood(forrthebodyrandrgood for
thesoul.[ItChelpsonelloselweight,
provides(time(forcontemplation,lisfa
favoritelleisureactivity,litCicanTbe
entertaining[1Tevenedifying TTandrit
costs[Inothing. In(fact, therellis[no
down(sidetolitratrall.ftlistheract of
walking,orimore[colloquially,Mtaking
alwalk".

WalkingLis[aluniversalChumantactiv
ity.[It[is[almeans(of(getting[from[one
placeltolanother, obviously.[Butlit(is
more(than(that.[tlis[somuchralpart
ofthellessencelof( the human(that
when(] thell Mishna( refers[ tol] the
humanspecies,itCuses[thephrase
"mehalcheil] shtayim",[] thoselJ who
walk[J on[l twoll legs.[l Humans[] are
almostluniquelinrthattheylwalkon
twollegs[sol that walkinglis[ part of
ourlcorelidentity.

Thelvalue of walking['was![ brought
homeltol meloncel whenl myl physil]
cian,who[hadbeen[ preachinglthe
need(forexercisel tol melforlyears,
finallyCgave uplon(formallexercise
routines(Jand]the[usel]of(] various
gadgetsandCmachinesforphysical
fitness,[and(just[prescribedtwoldaily
walks,TatClanypace,leachatleast
twentyminutesliniduration.

IThavelexperiencedl furtherlvaluerlin
walkingrasithelbestimeansitolteally
getItolTknow(allnew(city.[1In[Jour
travels, (mywifefand(1’have become
familiarCwithCcitiesJasdisparateCJas
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Paristandl PraguelandMontrealland
Moscow by purchasingguidebooks
of(walking[tourslandamblinglalong
mainlroadslandlsidelstreets.[\WWhen
welreturneditolNewYork[Citylafter
many(years(living[Jelsewhere, Twe
renewed[ buracquaintancel andlour
lovelforthelcitybyltakingfrequent
walks(alllover(town. And[of course,
walking[thel streetsof(Uerusalem(is
not(] onlyr] all profoundly emotional
experience, JbutCiweareltoldthat
every[Ifourllcubits(Ithat[JonelJwalks
therelis[equivalentiolonemitzva.

[lknowlof(manyéxamples[ofifamous
walks(Jand[Jwalkers(lin[I mythology,
worldrliterature,andlhistory.[Uewish
tradition(knows(ofimanylexamples of
great(] sages(1who(] were(] fond(] of
walking,[and[theytangefromRabbi
Akivall and(] his(] colleagues, (1 who
walked] among( thelT ruins[] of(] the
Templelinilerusalem,fothe[Chazon
Ish[{Rabbi Abraham(lIsaiah[Karelitz,
the120thcenturyrabbinicJscholar),
wholtookIdailyTwalksJaround(the
sand(dunes(outsidelof Bnei Brak(for
health(relatedreasons, andalsolto
experienceLmoments[of(solitudeand
inspiration.r1[vividlylrememberrbeing
transfixedbyRabbilJoseph(B.Solol]
veitchik'sdescriptionof thewalkshe
took[duringlhislonevisittolthelland
of(lsrael,f[whenhelwalkedaboutat
night7andgazedatthestarffilled
heavens(abovetheHolyLand.

Itfisfascinatingfornoterthatlevenithe
AlmightyJHimself(Jis[1describedas
enjoyinglaldailylwalk,[soltol speak.
"Theyll(AdamJandEve)heardthe
soundr] of(] thel1 HaShem[1 Elokim
walking[‘aboutlinlthegardenatlthe
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breezytimelofday..."[(B'reishit3:8)

It istInoJwonder, [ then, [that(] this
week's[] Torah(] portion,[] Parshat
B'chukotai, beginsCwiththephrase,
"If DyouCwalk Cwith My UstatutesCand
observel] Myl commandments..."
(Vayikrar26:3) Granted, manyltrans’]
lationshaveTit writtenTotherwise:[If
you[ follow[ My statutes"Jor["If lyou
obeyl1My lstatutes".[/Butlitheliteral
meaning ] of ] the[l Hebrew( text(7 is
definitely, [ "If 0 youd walk (] with(0 My
statutes".[Clearly,the[Torahlprefers
thelverbMwalk"becauseloflall ofTits
implications.JWalkingllis[Jan(Jexquil]
sitelyspiritualractivity, andwalkingfin
God'sways[isthelultimatewayto
servelHim.

Thelbodyrof_lcommentary’knownras
Midrash(lis[Jallvast’ compilation[]of
rabbiniclexegesisofl the Bible[over
manycenturies.Thellargestisingle
collectionlof(suchléxegesislis(known
as[MidrashRabba.ForCmuchloflmy
life, lhavefriedfo atleastsamplea
bit of( thatwork [ levery[ week, [ lever
sinceC'myligrandfatherCJgaveImeJa
smallCpocketIsizeOversionofJthat
work[Jfor(Jmy[Bar[]Mitzva. 1 Thus,[]I
discoveredtheopeningpassagelbf
this[Tweek'sIMidrashicllcommentary
long(lago,landl] 1] reflect[] upon(it
frequently.

ItCreads, 1"IfCyoufwalk Din My Cstat(]
utes..."[[This[bearslon[thetext, "l
consideredmylwayslandlturnedmy
feetfuntolThyltestimonies..."[(T'hilim
119:59).King[David said,"Sovereign
offthe[Universe!Everydayl1lwould
planfandrdecidelupon(takingrawalk
toll all particularl] placel] or
dwellinglhouse, Tbut myfeet always
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brought[] me(] tol] synagogues(|and
housesloflstudy...[Hencelitliswritten,
"...andlJturnedmy( feet Junto[ ' Thy
testimonies..."

King[Davidfoolwas[fond oflwalking.
At thelsimplestlevel,this[Midrash
means(thatralthoughrDavidloftenrset
outforCotherdestinations,'somehow
hell always(] ended( ] up(lin(]sacred
places.]Others[Iseelldeeperlmeanl]
ingslin‘thisipassage.Myrowniwayof
looking(atlitlis that @veniwhenDavid
setoutforC’mundaneandordinary
places,helJsomehowJfoundJGod's
spirittwhereverhe(went. He(realized
thatCevenlordinary[placesand(plain
dwellingslicanlbeTasichargedwith
thelDivine[Presencelas(the shul’and
study(hall.

InCourClownCjourneys, Cbeltheybrief
strollsaround(thelIneighborhoodor
journeys( off] life,[1 well havel] our
preconceiveddestinations. Butlitlis
amazing] how(] often(] well reach
unanticipated] finald destinations.
Fortunatelare'those(who(setlout(for
worldly[] objectivesl] and[] discover
themselves, 1 unintentionally(] and
oftenlagainstitheir will,[in[shuls and
study(halls.(Evenmore(fortunatelare
thoselwholreachrdestinationsiwhich
arelsecularlorlevenlprofanelandlare
ableltolbestowluponthemalspiritual
significancelequalrtolthelsynagogue
and(studyhall.

Interestingly, itfismotronlylin[contrast
toltheJanimalworld[Cthat[TweDare
called 'mehalcheilshtayim".[ But[our
ability tolwalkCis[what[ distinguishes
us[fromlthelangelsas well. "Andrl
havelgiven(tolyou thelabilitytolwalk
among(ithoselthat[merely[istand..."
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(Zechariya13:7)JAngelsConlystand.
TheylldoTnot]walk.[] They[Ineither
changel] nor(] grow.[] Humans( are
walkers.[They[ never[stay[ still, but
arel] constantly1 moving;[] hopefully
everl higher,['ever( nhobler,‘andlever
holier.

Praying@ithT™Passion
Givinglmore[nheaning[tb [alur Tfillah
OneWeek[at[aITime
Excerptediand teprintedwith permission of thelauthor

P'sukeid'Zimra:

ASHREI
Kindness[and[Mercy[for[All

700 77'!21 Q°BXR IR ,'7 077 10
yn 9 Y 1rn Yo% 2

Meaning:kdanslation...

Graciousahd[erciful idHashem, [slow
toldnger,[Land[greatlin[Jbestowing]

kindness. Hashem [is[good[tlo
all;[(His[ohercies(dreldn(3ll
HisWorks.

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbnceptlofithelplrayer

An[IdealTo[Emulate

Hashem’s[traits[L]of[1kindness[]and
compassion [provide[s[With[dn[iHeal
toleulate.

Insight: Deeperlnheanings...

Kindnessland[Mercy(for(All

ThelfirstCpart[bf[ the[Yerse, [ TOV
HASHEMUIAKOL [MMHashem i [dood

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lissue

tolall, [efers[thb [all [df(Humanity, Ldven
those[Who[debel[dnd[dontradict[His
willL{EitzLY osef). LUnlike Ckings[and
popular[eaders,[Whose[kindness[is
typically [deserved [fbr[those[Ibyal [do
them, (Hlashem’s[Kindness[id [éxtended
to[hlll kreatures,[Leven[khose[who
violate [His[Will [(Metsudat[David).This
is [alttaitWhich e highlightahd[glorify
throughlemulation.

Thedsecondpart[Jof[]the[verse,

V'RACHAMAV[ALKOLIMAASAVLL]

HisCinerciesCareCon Al His Bvorks,
includes[CAllCbther (forms[Cbfife [in
Hashem’s[Cworld,Cncluding[Chnimals,
crawling[dreatures[{Radak)[dnd[dven
blades[df[grassldndflowers.[BHlashem

embodies[and[dxhibits[absolute [Hind[]

ness to[dllC¢reatures[dThuman3nd

animal, Obyal[dnes[and[Wicked[dnes 1]

alllafwWhom [Bknefit fdlom His Morld.

But[this[CIverse[ddoes[dmore[Ithan
describe[Mashem’s (draits; [t [dets[the
paradigm[or[the[ay[man[3$hould

conduct[himselfCdnChisCbwn Cnter [

actions[{lyun[Tefila,[¢ited[ih [3iddur
Otsar[JHaT'filos).[J-Tomer[1Devorah
teaches[that[Sitl$[droper[fbrthan[tb
emulate[] his[] Creator...[d for[] the
essential lakpect[dflthe [Supernallithage
and[likeness[idHis[deeds.”

Theability [tb[eixhibit[this[Divine[trait
oflcbmpassion [idlidborn [id [uk, [Because
human[beings[hre[kreated[in[khe
Divine[image.In[Jact,[the[ITorah
(D'varimd 28:9)[] commands[] us
V'HALACHTALBIDRACHAV[Itand
youlshalllgbid Hislays”, [Meaningthat
itCiks[durldbligation[fo[émulate[the
compassionate [and ife [glving [Ways [df
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Hashem.[As[the[Rambam [states:[ust
as[the[Holy[One, [Blessed[Be[He, [k
called[Compassionate, [sb [should [you
beldompassionate;[jist[ak[Hel[id[chlled
Gracious, [sb [should[YouHe[gracious;
justCas[ Hel[ds[talled[Righteous,[ 3o
shouldlybulBelrighteous;juistlak [He[id
called[Chassid[[Tthe[One[Who[does
loving[kindness I Ko [should[you[Beld
chassid.”[J(Sefer [JHaMitzvot, [IMitvot

Aseil8)

Visualize:
Images[that[blFing[thelpkayer[td[ife

Perfect[Philanthropy

Therellis[ChnUCextraordinarilyCwealthy
philanthropistClvhose[kharity [ kxtends
over[dlvastlshectrumldfldeedy[deople.
Some[have[linherentlUproblems[lthat
make it [unlikely [that[they [Will Ldver [(Be
able ko[ functionCwithout[khe Chene]
factor’s[help.

Others[just[nkedaltémporaryboost,[dr
perhapsChn[bpportunity [ TITh[job[ br
perhaps[Jadditional[Jeducation.[1Some
need[inedicalChelp,[dome[heedHood,
some[nked(alplaceltblive.

Amonglthe[peoplethis[mhan (bklps, there
are[dwonderful,[lwarm,good[nhtured
individuals [ustlttying[tb [do [their [Best[id
altbughlsituation.[MherelakelalsoBitter,
angry[deople,[dysfunctional[geople,ahd
even[3ome[Cbutright[linkind, (lincaring
people ho Would[seem[th [drouse[do
pity.

However,[the [philanthropistlgives[tball.
This[i[the[thission[He[Ras[darveddut
for[Bisife. [(F[dhereik[d[Aeed[Reldan

fulfill, He[does[Ho.[MNo[dneHas[to[Be
ashamed o [dsk[Him [fbr[Belp.[He Lvill
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never [shy, ™Why [should[Thklplybu?”’[He
feels[immense[Pity[for[those[Wholdre
struggling, ChndCevenif[(theirCStruggle
leads[dhem [do[Bitterness[And[hardens
their[Bearts,[He Wil [(ReepLdiving[ih[the
hopes[thatlhis[kindness[WillLhelp[to

soften[them.

This[i$[the [thercy [df[(Hashem.[MVe[dan
know [thatWhoever We[dre, Whatever
our[fhilings,[He[feels [fbr[s[@nd ants
nothing[thore[than[tb [dive s theHelp
wel[deed[tb[perform[dur[ohission [ih [ife.
Even[when[ve[Hail (o Clise[HisCgifts
wisely, e[ 3re[dlways[ih[IHis[heart",
and[HeMilllnkver[ckase [td [help uk.

Worddo the Wise:

Because [G[d[ik[A[RACHUMU{merciful),
Hel [Slowltb[@nger (ERECHLAPAYIM).
Therefore, LIpunishment,although Clde ]
served,[ik[delayed, [dllowing[dhe[dppor[]
tunity[dver[time[fbr[dven[the Wicked[tb
repent...[(SiachYlitzchok)

The(Puah/Institute
for'Fertilityland Gynecology inlAccordancewith Halacha

Effective[Amulets

Last[week [welooked[atl some[ unusual
medical[] remedies[ ] suggested(] by[] the
Gemaraland(saw[that[they[¢ouldonlybe
accepted land[ elevated[ to[ the[ levellof
medical[] treatment (] if|] they[ ] had[] been
checked(and[found to beleffective.

This[Ithen[lleads[us[Ito[]the ] Talmudic
discussionregarding[JamuletsJthat[Thave
oftenbeenised [for[therapeutic [purposes.

TheMishna[(Shabbat[6:2)[states[that[one
cannot[gooutlinplace[whereltherelis[fio
eruv Wwhile[ tarrying[ an amulet nhot[ from
anlJexpert.[] This[]implies[ ] that[]onel]is
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permitted( to[ go[ outside[ with[ an[ amulet
from[ anl expert.[ Thelideal behind[ this[is
that[almonleéxpertlamulet/¢cannot be telied
uponland(therelis(a fear(that[Someone [Will
takelitlofflin thepublic thoroughfare and
discardit. [Howeveriflit[lis[Jan[Jexpert
amulet/thenhe[wouldhot takelit[offland
simply(throw[it[away.

Thel[Gemaral (Shabbat(61) discusses how
wel]define["expert"[Jin[Irelation['to[lan
amulet. [An[eéxpert[amulet(isone(that has
successfully] healed[] threel! people.
However[ Rav[IPappalJsaid[Jin[Jorder[to
permit[carrying[Jan[Jamulet, [ the[Jamulet
needlhothavelbeenl checked[threeltimes
itself. [Rather(ifTit Was [written by [Someone
whollhas[/beenlIproven[to[lheal Ipeople
throughhis[amuletsthen[any subsequent
amulet] that[) he[ | writes[] is[] considered
"expert" [and[can(beldarried.

There!is[no rational [explanation(ds(to how
andwhylamulets[work, nor[why(ome(are
effectivelandlothers(dolnot help. There is
al famous/story[ ofl al woman[who[asked
RabbilYechezkel[ Landau, the author of
the[ Nodal BiYehuda, the Rav[ ofl Prague
and[onel ofl the[ foremost[ poskim[ ofl the
18th[ ¢entury,toWwrite her[anlamulet.[He
initially[ refused[ but[ishe was[ persistent
andéventuallyhe agreed on(the[¢ondition
that[shelopenlit[after/al¢ertainlamountof
time. [1flit[was[ érased then[ $he [would be
healed.[At(the[appointed [time the woman
opened|[thelamulet(and[saw that(indeed!it
was[ erased and[ shel was[ delighted and
eventually[ gotbetter. [Somel tould[ tlaim
that[this[was[almiraculous évent[but e
couldlexplain(this(storylin(a more[rational
way[that(the[Sageemployed(aknowledge
ofl] psychologyll and[] it[] was[] this
encouragement|that[helped/the[woman/to
belhealed.

Either[/way[the[]Talmud[presents[/two
approaches(]to[] determining[ ] whether(]a
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particular[remedy[Wworks. Onelis[ $pecific
tolJthe[Jremedy[itself, [ Iwhile[/the lother
claims (that[since[it[wasgiven by(a[proven
expertl hedoes not[‘need[ tolprovel the
efficacylofléachofhis/femedies.

This[¢could[beémployed[toléxplain other
more[Mmodernforms[oflhatural imedicine.
Either[wel need/ tolinvestigate[ eachl and
everylremedyJor[lwellcan[rely[lon[Jthe
proven(expertwith whatever(they(give.

Sol1 what[] are[] the[] limits[] ofl] natural
medicine? More[on [this mextWweek.

Excerptedith[pkrmissionfdom

Gold[ftom[the[lland[dflI$rael
ANewDghtlohthe Weekly [Portion flom
the[Writings[of
Rabbi[Abraham{I$aac[HaKohen[Kook
by Rabbil@hananMorrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, Jlem 1IN Y]
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Why[Exile?

Adapted[flom [Ein[Ayahvbl. IV, [pl (2]

TheMorah[Warns s [that [ilWe [fil [tb
listen [t [God[And[Keep (His[hitzvot,
weWill[Be[punishedWith Amine, [War,
and[ultimately, [ekile.

I 1wl (statter[ybu lamongthe [nlations, [ahd
keep [the [sword[drawn Ldgainstlybu. Your
land[uilllrémain [desolate, l[ahdyburlcities
inledins.[(Vayikra 26:33)

The[PurposeldflIsraellih[theirland

Why[3hould[2he[Jewish Cpeople[be
punishedWith [dxile? [(To[dnswer[this
question, Melmustfirstiuhderstandlthe
true[Significance Lbf[ tesidinglin[the
Land[dfIdrael. [the [gbal [ofthe Jdwish
peoplelid[tb[Bringlekhicallhonotheism
tolthe World, Would[their[nhission [not
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belmhoreleffectively [filfilled When [they
arelstatteredamong[thenhtions?

Therelis,[(Bowever,[d[inique[deason
for[tdhe Jewish[peopletoMivelih [the
Land[Cof[Israel. [They[heed [ HoLdwell
togetherlid[the [Thnd[sb[that[there [Will
be[aldation[ih [the [WorldUpon[Whom
God’shbnor[résts;[alnhtion fdr Whom
divine[providencelis[tevealed [ih[its
history[And[¢ircumstances;[d[hation
that[will Bk [alsburceforall[pkoples[tb
absorb[knowledge [bfL God[And[His
ways.[Their[goal k[ do[demonstrate
that[divine[thorality[dan[fill[dn[dntire
nation [Ialmorality [that[ehlightens[not
onlylthe ptivate [ives[ofiddividuals, blit
alsolglides[the[pliblic[phths[ofnhtions.

Forlthe[Jbwish [geople Lt [fLlfill Ctheir
national[destiny,[Giod’s[deal Lchust[Be
placedldn[the[peoplelak[alWhole.[The
nationImustUrecognizeUits[special
mission [as[God’s [Heoplediving[ih (His
land.[LWhen LtheJewish Lpeople[ds[d
whole[dbandoned[God,[dvenlthough
many [iddividuals [still kept[sbme [df[the
mitzvot, [ the[Chation[Chad[Cost[their
distinctive Limark.[CoThe JandCvas[Cho
longer[rkcognizablelak[God’s[lAnd,[ahd
thelnhtion [Was[nb Idngerlrkcognizable
as[God’s[nhtion.Mhey[shw[themselves
aslalpkoplellikeallldthers.

At[khat[point,[ithe[Jewish[people
requiredexile.[.]1They[IneededIto
wanderamong[thebhtions, strippedlaf
allldational (dssets.[During[dhis[dxile,
theydiscoveredlthatlthey(ate[different
and[distinctLfrom [dlILdther [peoples.
They [ckalized [that[the[eksence [of[their
nationhood[dontains[alspecial[quality;
and[that[special[quality id[God’s[Nlame
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thatlidlassociated Wlith them.
Stayinglih[Babylonia

Welfihd[id [the [Talmud[(Shabbat[4ll a)[al
startling[dpinion[degarding[the[dature
oflekile.Whenfburth cknturylstholar
Rabbi[ZeiralWished[tb[@scendltb [the
Land[dflIdrael, [hle [needed[tb[elvade [his
teacher,[CRabbi[JYehuda.[For[Rabbi
Yehudaltaught[thatChnyonelleaving
Babylonia[ffor[lthe[JLand Cof[Israel
transgresses[ the[ positive[ tommand,
“They[Will[Be[chrried[tb[Babylon,ahd
therelthey [shall [stay, [uhtil the[dhy [that
|rémemberthem” [(Yirmiyahu[2V:22).

[Rabbi[Zeira, [However, [disagreed With
thislhterpretation. [(He[Beld [that[the
prophecy [dnly [deferred[th [Messels[df
thelhbly Memple.]

Why LHid[RabbiYehudal think[that
movingltb[theTland[df[Iirael[Waslso

improper?

Babylonialat[that[time[Was[the orld
center[df[Torah[Study.[Great[dcade[]
mies Were[dstablished[Gh[Neharde’a,
SuralChnd[(Pumbedita.[Jewish[life Cin
Babylonia[Wvas[d¢entered[dround[the
holiness[ofMorah.[This[gteat[révival lof
Torah[earninglinstilledCAL profound
recognition[dflthe[tfueleksencelofthe
Jewish[people.[As[slich, [BabyloniaWas
the[ley[tb[the[redemp [[Hon[df[I3rael
and[their[deturn[to[their[Tand.[Only
whenltheJéwish[pkoplefulllyassimilate
this[Iésson[Will (the [&xile [(Have [flilfilled
its[purpose, [ahd[the Jéwish [pkople Will
belableltd [réturnltdtheirldnd.
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Rabbi[Yehudal[felt[khat[Individuals,
even[if[they[have[dlready[ prepared
themselves[sifficiently [for[thehbliness
of(1 the[[ Land [ of (1 Israel, [ should
nonetheless[]remainJin[] Babylonia.
Why?[Theldbject[df[dxile[b[dot[to
correctlthe[lihdividual, [Hutltb[dorrect
the[nhtion. [Mhelttuelsignificanceaflthe
Jewish[peopleliving[ih [#he [lland Lof
Israel [[IAk[ah [ehtire[nhtion [Bearing[the
banner[dflthe[Rock[df[Israel [ Tkhust
notlbe[bbscured by the[teturn[bf
righteous[iddividualstdthe [hnd.

For[RabbiMehuda, lehchiddividual Jéw
isCikeChCTemple[Chessel. [JADVessel
cannot[fulfill [ids[tfue [purpose Dy [idself,
without[the [Ldverall[(framework[of[d
functioningl] Temple.[1So[ltoo,[1an
individual[dcanOonlyOjoinOinCthe
renascence [of[drael i [their[Holy[hnd
when[the[kntire[hation[has[been
restored linits[JLand, Cvia[divine
redemption.

[Maimonides[duled[that[(Hjustds[dne
may[dot[Ikave[the[lland[df[Brael,[so
tooLdbne[nay[hot[leave[Babylonia”
(Hilchot[Melachim[b:12).0t0sChot
clear,[However,[Whether[the[drohibil]
tion[to[lleave[1Babyloniallincluded
ascending[tb[the [hnd[df[$rael [dr [not
(see[Kesef[ Mishneh [hd.[loc,[Pe’at
Hashulchan,[] Eretz[] Hemdah[1 pp.
30-34).[With[thelgradual [decline[df
Babylonialhs[ the[tenter[bf[Jewish
scholarship Lduring[#he[Middle[Ages,
this[plohibition bkcamelidrelevant,lahd
isLhotLimentionedin[the[Bhulchan
Aruch.[Bee[hlso[PitcheildTeshuvah
(Even[Ha’Ezer[75:6), lWho [duled [that
thelmitzvaldflabcendingltd [the [[hnd[df
Israellappliesltd @l ftimes.]
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OzTorah

RabbiDr.[Raymond[Apple

Theopening[lverse[lof[Ithe[sidra
concernslitselfWvith ivalking: ClIf ou
walk[id My [statutes[ahd [fithfully keep
Mylcbmmandments...” [(Vayikra[26:3).
The[KSifralimakes[khis[Jobservation:
“This[means(thatlybushouldltdilid the
study [df[Tlorah”.[Mhelcbmment[skems
enigmatic.[JOneddoes[Inot[usually
associate lalking hith [tdil.

However,[there[dre[any[Ways[to
walk.[Dneldanlstroll,[dneldanStride,
onelchn[struggle.[The [Sifralidurging[uk
to[adopt[the[third[thethod,[dspecially
since[twalking[ih[God’s[dtatutes” [k
halacha [[the (Word[fbr Jéwish [Aw[that
derivesLfrom[the[erb[‘to[iwalk”.
EngagingLin ChalachallsChever ust[2
strollCinCwhichCbne[HawdlesCAlong
without[ahy[réal[direction [olr [dksign. 4
is[{r[mhorelskrious[than that.[Nor[id[id
always[d[dtride,[though[that[dlready
indicates Linore[determinalifion[4dnd
energy.[] Halachalll requires[] the
passionate[dommitment[dflthe[Whole
being. [tloften[dbesn’ticbmeldvernight.
Alpkrsonlréachesfillllehgagementwith
halachalby[stages.

Stageldnel[id[strolling[dnetties iblaut.
Stage[two Lis[$triding[ IIbne [noves
morel[] earnestly.[] Stage[] threellis
struggling[(Mhaking[dn[dll [dut[&ffort.
It’s[nbtlehsy; [that’s Wy [idlidalstruggle.
Anlahalogy [ohight[Be[the[fbur[sbns[dn
Seder[night.[Starting[akt[the [Bottom [df
thellibt, [alpkrson(chn[ohove [flom [bking
someone[Wholdoesnbtkhowhow[td
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ask, [tb [althm [Who [id [juist[Beginning[tb
getlidvolved...[then[decide[tb[struggle
with[theldifficulties,[dnd[dnd [ip[ds[d
wise[son[Who[i$[flilly [dommitted[and
findslhhlachalahabsorbing, lekhilarating
way [of[life.

Maharalldn(the[Sedra

ABlessingliinDisguise

Vayikral[26:32[IAnd [II[ANI] il Iy
waste[the[[hnd, [ahd[yburlehemies[Will
beldksolateluponlitl

Rashi: This[idlalbenefit[fbrdrael![The
enemies [Will[dot[find[dontentment[ih
the[Land(Cbf(dsrael For 3t Cwill Cbe
desolateloffitkidhabitants.

Gur[Arye:[ Hashem[varned[lsrael
[26:2 11 [that[He[Would[deliver[deven
blows,[dorresponding[tb[their[sins. [
they[still[do [nbt[ikten[26:27], He Will
deliverdevenhore, [dII[ih[dheland,
whose [ purposelis[that[they[3hould
repent.f(they[still[do[dot[Tisten, [He
will[dastls[dut[R6:33].[Theldesola[]
tion[dfldurvkrseWould[hhve [Been[ah
eighth [Hlow, [fbllowed [By[chore [Hlows
associated[With[the[exile.[The[desola]
tion[id [a[Blessing[ihterposed[Hetween
the[deven [Blows[that[precede[itldnd
the[blows[ bf[ the[ kxile.[ Note[ the
emphasis [GfLANI], Myself, [fbrIlam
abundantly [oherciful.[Similarly [[R6:41],
"Also LLWill Ldvalk dvith [them [dasually
andlbkinglthem...", [MMyself,[cbmments
Rashi, [this[tbo[id [alBenefit[tb [3rael[ih
thelthidst[df[the[durses.[Thereli$[do
bad[ftom [Hashem, [mhay [He [bk [blessed,
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only[good,[@nd[thelderson,[ffom[the
aspect(dflhis[attributes, brings[the[bhd
uponlhimself.[Theekile[itself[26:33][d
not[dne[df[the[deven[Blows[Butlthe
beginning[bf[ the[tleansing[process
which[$ [dltimately [(fbr[the [(Henefit[df

Israel.

MDK:[At[firstlglance, [the (blows[Idrael
willsiiffer for[their [sins[appear[td [be[al
very UlongUlistCwithout[Jalllogical
sequence.[The[$evenfold" [plinishment

[26:21]tefers[Ho[dhe[Seven[punish[]

ments[I$rael[Mould[dndureWhile Lskill
in[thellland,[dach[dn[dpportunity [to
change [ their[&vil[Ways.[ Thel[ &ighth,
that[the[Mand Would[rkmain[desolate,
looksUike[ AL turse[butlis[teally[h
blessing, for Ao [dtherldation dvould
flourish[And[dettle[there,[ds[We[Have
seenin[Cour[kime.[dThe[Ckremaining
curses[pkrtainltdlekile.

Coluwmmn Dareparealﬂ:y 0Dr. UV loshe X b

DrKuhrlidlthealthorafDon[QublafPrague
G enesis.[The [MextMolume[dn[Bxodus[ahd
Leviticus[idfid [press.
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Towards/Better
Paveningland
Torah[Reading

Following[ub [oh [Esteek'slcblumnloh
D'VEIKIML{two [Words, [Thst[Tetter [df
thelfirst[is[the[shme[ak[the[first[dtter
oflthelsécondahd(iflane [id[nbt[chreful,
onel[dflthe[Iétters[gets[swallowed By
thelakher).

Following[idlnumber[ofldccurrencesid
Tanach.LDJNumber[lis[distorted L1by
doubles,lahd[sbmetimes(the firstword
has(@An[ETNACHTA, o [theTetters
don't[deally Lstick.[Also,[Theseldo By
thelway Welplonouncelthe[dtter [ihbt
necessarily[theWay[they[ale[slipposed
tolbk[pFonounced.

GIMELIGIMELL{DAGLGADOL,[from
Y ona) Motal [of [ZTid Manach.

DALET[DALET,[ZI lih[Tanach.[B'YAD
DAVID.

BETMAV[(BET [ak[the [and[df(alWord,
without @MDAGESH T Eoundedike 3

V,[@And[YAV Elso [doundedike (ALY ]

although [t [deally [k [dupposed[to[Be

sounded[ikeCh[W)[IZAHAVLIVAL]

CHESEF, [gbldahdsilver.Many[more.

ZAYINZAYIN.OVSHIOZ[Z'RO'Alid
Yeshayahu[[lbhly lohelid Manach.

CHETIQHET.O ORACHLI CHAYIM.
60[idh id Manach bt @l attual.

YUDMUD.[Thousands, Hut[dot[dlear
iffthis [dlalclassic B'VEIKIM [situation.

LAMEDMAMED.OJ YAGEIL LIBAM.
Over[D00[id Manach. Moresbmetime
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PirkeilAvot(1A&th(perek

x> T2 PR IR ORI A7 (L]
e X2 AxY DOywan npwn

NSKTARET
R'Manailshys: [[id[nbt[id [dur [power [td

explainlelther[thelpkace[dfitheWicked
orlthelsiifferingloflthe [righteous.

Inlthe[Moren[@U [slddur[With [tkansla[]

tionLAndCé¢ommentary by [ RabbilSir
Jonathan[3acks, [there[is[4[Bbeautiful
analogy [tb [skart[us[dff(tb[understand
the[(famousLdonundrumofLTZADIK
V'RALD, RASHAMTOVILD.

"Seen[ftom [Heneath,[alTurkish [chrpet
looks[like [h[meaningless[tangle[bf
threads.[Only (hen[WeMiew[it[ffom
theldther[side[db [We[séelits[idtricately
designed[pattern.[$o[it[Is[With[the
justice[dfldvents...Hh[dtherords,[it
depends[dn[howlybuldok[at[things.If
alperson[thinks[that[this[[ife id[all [that
therelis, [then[the [question[i$ [algood
one[TWhy[to[Bad[things[(Happen[do
good[] peoplel] (and vicel versa).
However, Cwith[Ch[CbeliefCIITh[Freal,
honest, [firm[Belief(ih[dthe [(World[to
Comel[] [Mandnotjustl]another
existencellike[this[dne[With[Which[We
are[Hamiliar[IIbut[Ch[Vastly [ greater
infiniteLexistence[ than[burturrent
world...ahd With[the bklief[Hgain, [rkal
andsolidbeliefJin[CJReward[and
Punishment[that[idcludesBoth[DLAM
HAZEH[CAnd[COLAMLCHABA[IIthen
there[rkally [idn't[ohuch [df[alquestion.

Wellldhat[doundsLSimple[énough. LTf
one[Helieves,[then[He[chn[understand
the[Seeming[ihjustice[df[ dhings[dhat
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happen[ih[this[World.[SoWhat[i$[the
mishnalshying[tb [us,[When [i [shys[that
itLis[CInotCwithin ourLpower[Cto
understand...?

Everylmorning[hs[partL bf[ Birchot
HaTorah, el tecite[A[ gemaralthat
desribes Imitzvot[Jand[courses[Jof
conductfdrwhich Mvelehtlthe fduits[id
thisLwvorldCbutDwhose Lfull Creward
comeslih[the[World[tb[Come".[This
mightlcbmplicate[things.[Sbmelrkward
for[h[righteouspersonlis[C ko[ be
enjoyedLin[thisCvorld[too.[Do[ive
always[séeit? [Not[always.

Welthight[Believe [Somethingldnd e
might[akcept[if, [ahd[éarn[tb [ive [With
itlTBut[this[does[dot[thean [that[it[i}
within[durlpbower[tb[réallyluhderstand
thetay[things[alelid [thisWorld.

The[Beliefs[deed [to [do [Hand[ih hand
with[dn[dnwavering[drustldnd [donfil]
dencelin [G[dlthat[He[khows[what[He
is[ldoing.[JOur Ciminds[Tleven[the
greatest[dnes, [dre[finite.[Dnly [G[d[i3
infinite[ahd [that[id[wWhy[it[id [nbt [Within
ourlgraspltblunderstandlthany [things
that[Happen[tb [Us[aAnd[thoseldround
us.

Belief, [ttust, [fEith, [cbnfidence...[that's[al
tallLorder.[But[(THAT Lk [Wvithin Cour
grasp.[Thatlidlalur(challengelahd[that[id
ourldonstant[4uest.[BeliefLis[hot[d
static[duantity; it [ [d[dynamic[fbrce
that[Bas[the[potential [do[graow[dnd
growlahdlencompassohorelahd[mhore
of[dur[life's[experiences. This[id[What
G[d[sks" (o uk MibtMuchmore.

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lissue



ParshaPix
explanations

“* Prominently[htCkhe[kop[of[ khe

ParshaPix [id[alglaphic[df[chin[flling
from[h[tloudy[Sky[{so[too[the
bulletsCbn[this[page!),[bnto[ the
ground,[ fromCwhich[Ch[Cplant[ds
growing.[Mo[thelright[dflthat[ilhage
islalwatch. Mogether[theylrépresent
Gld's[gromise[df[Beneficial [dain [ih
its[plopertimelahd[thatlthelgFound
willyield[its[Bounty. [{Add[tb [that
theldunusuald rainC] we've[1been
receiving[leven[as[lthese[ITorah
Tidbits[are[being[lpreparedffor
publication.[][Serious[Inote:[1The
mishnalid [Taanit(shys [that[iflidhhsn't
rained CluntilCINisan[J(orClthrough
Nisan), [then [dain [dfter [(Nisan [k [d
negative [ khing,[a[kign LofLIG[d's
(further)CangerCvith[(Xhe[people.
This[lyear, [ B"H,Cwel[feceivedh
decentlamount[dflrhinfall[(lthough
many [shid(MAANEINU [alll [the [Way
up Lto[Pesach),[3o[veheed[hot
consider[the[tain[Wwe've[tecently
recieved lother[Jthan [beneficial.]

Tolthelright[oflthe Watchlidahother
part[dflthe[gromise Tthat[We Wil
eatlbleadlidabundance.

And[Helow[the[dven[and[Breads[is
another[phrt[dflthe[promise, [peace
in[the[Mand.[Beacelid [gromised[dn
twolllevels[1[Ipeace [ Jfromour
enemies[ahdlnkighborslahd[idternal
peace.Juistlread[the[dewspaper[dr
listen[tb[the [rhdio[ahd [ybu[Will[ske
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and[] heard reminders of[] our
desparate[deed[for[Both[Rinds[df
peace.

Thelhon[mhathematical Cktatement
that[Sli3[greaterthan 100 [ahd[that
100 Lgreater[than[10,000, [ [yet
another[phrtlofithe [pFomisefdraur
following[] Torah[] and[] Mitzvot.
Namely, [that[ifildur [nemy[Were[td
attack [uk, ffilve [ofluk Would[cépel (IDO
and[ID0Mould(chase[alvay almyriad
(10,000, Ehatls).

Beneath[that[i$[Afbrmer[TTriddle.
Zodiac[symbolfbrTaurus, the Bull,
representsLdewborn[dalves,[dvhich
are[tithed Clseparately [lfrom [lthe
other[to [Kinds[dflldosher[ahimals.
Thelsign fdr[Aries[répresentsldmbs
and[that[df[Qapricorn[id fbrlgoats.
Theldewborns[dflgoats[dnd[sheep
can[bklcbmbinedfor(the plirposelof
MAASEIR[B'HEIMA, [(Because[Both
kinds[dfldnimals[dre[dalled [By[the
collectiveltérmTZON.

Speaking[df[tithing[dne's[dewborn
animals, [along[the[right[slde[df[the
ParshaPix[i3 [Aineup [df[ten Tdmbs,
counted[ffom[tbpltb[Hottom.[The
10thConedto[pass[under[lthe
shepherd's[drook[ik[designated[ds
holy,[Henceltheldtarblurst[dround
It.

InCthe Obwer eft[is [ [fhmily, wvith
each Linemberiarkedvith Ctheir
ERECH[{(value)[ih[driginal[shekels.
50br[dlhale[Between[20[60,[30
for[alfémale[id[the[shmelage[rhnge.
20[fbr[aBoy [Between (ahd[10
for[algirlCthat[age.[Thelbabylis
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marked[5?3 [Because[Welchnnot[t&ll
if idlidalbby [ok [algirl. Boysftom[che
month[tb[five[ykars[alelvhlued[at[5l
shekels[Andgirls[that[dge[Are[B
shekels.[Not[3hown[hre[$eniors
with [alvhlue[df[T15 [ahd [10, [mhale[ahd

femalelcdspectively.

125%[8[thetbtal @mountldnelphys

tolredeem[that[Which[darries[With
itCan[hddition[bfLthomesh.[{See
SedralShmmary forflrther[dktails.)

The[fellowiftingLthe [Barbell LWvith
ease[ust[beYery[3trong,[Aslin
CHAZAK,[OHAZAK...

That[deaves[the[UZI,CAsCOn[Cthe
openingMords[offthe hhftara.

At[the[bottom [odf[ the [PPLik[the
point[dffalfduntain[plen. [f's[chlled[al
nib.LdInCJHebrew, [1the[term[lis
TZIPORENL(which[alsoClmeans
fingernailahd[clove[(thelspice).[The
haftaralspeaks|dfflthe [sins af[Ylehuda
beinglihscribed vith[An[ikron[pen
and[alnib[off[diamond(().

Thelplicture [dflalfast [US[gresiden ]
tialLdontender [k [do [defer you Ldo
RabbiShmuel[Goldin's[dolumnldn
an[disualvorddhatCdccurs[deven
times[din[(dthe[dTochacha...land
nowherelelselid theTorah.

Thelttee[id [the upperédftldfthe (PP
is[(dhe Juniper,[d Cinemberbflthe
cypressLfamily.[TThere[hre[ 50[&0
speciesLdfJuniper.uniperlis[dhe
translation[bf[ the LlvordLinLCthis
weel's[Haftara[ARAR, [ak [ih [Tike [ah
ARAR[d[the[ARAVA...

“ ARAROis[] spelled CJAYINIREISHI
OUlsraellCenterrT®55 26

AYINIREISH.When alnhtive [Ehglish
speaker[tties[tb[pronounce[ARAR,
itldomes[dut[like[the [dmae[dflthe
letter[R[doubled.[As[ih [the Ibgo [df
Rolls[Royce.Unfortunately, [therel[id
albusLtopLbn[Rechov[Ararlin
Modiin,[ffom[Whereldneldan[get[al
bus[dr[chinilvhn[tb[Jérusalem.MVhy
unfortunately?[Becauselilldneldver
takes [l thxiltb [that[stop,[He[thust
ask[theldriveror[Arar[And[get
laughed|at[Because [df[his[American
accent.

* The[karnationsCATZIPORENLCIn
Hebrew.[As[i3[alfingernail, (thlon [df
a[Hird,[thelspice[dioves,[and[alden
nib,[as[mentioned(id [thehhftaralahd
earlier(id [these[PPlekplanations

“* Thatldaves[the[clfflihk [hade [ftom
anlold[SraelilstampUnexplained.

ThelJerusalem/Institute
oflJewish/Law

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson#(561
Not to possess and/or
use dishonest weights
and measures

Iniprevious [lessons(we(discussed rules
specifying[thatfoneimay ot deceive
another[personas[foldiscrepancieslin
pricelor[ qualityl off an[object.[In[the
casel]ofl Idiscrepancy( lin[Iprice,  Ithe
remedy[ depends[upon[the amount[of
the [ discrepancy.[] In[] the[] casel[] of
adulteration[ ] ofl | thel] produce,(] the
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remedy[ depends(upon(thelpercentage
ofladulteration. Inthis Iesson theldeceit
arises/ [from[dishonest[ weights, [ Idis[
honestmeasures, [and(erroneous(dount! |
ingloflthecashpaidlor[¢ashlgivenlin
change, forléxample, [the Buyer(giving
theJseller1$12instead JofT1$11.0In
ShulhanJAruchUthereJis Jalchapter
entitled[1“OneJmay[Inot[Jdeceive[lin
measuresandweights”. [Thelfitlel0f the
chapteralsolincludes[thelobligation fo
appointlofficersfolsupervise measurel’]
ments [and prices.

Therelareltwo distincticommandments
regardingpossessing/dishonest weights
and teasures.Therelisd[positive/dom[
mandment[ to[possesshonest[weights
andlmeasures; dnd(therelis a negative
commandment[not[JtoJpossess [false
weightsCand Cmeasures. “The[positive
commandmentappears[in Rambam's
Sefer(HaMitzvot, Positive mitzva 208,
andtheprohibitionfislav(Lo[Taaseh)
272.[Thereason thatlalshort weightlor
measuremustmot[beih[possession(ofla
merchantlis[that[Someone[¢else inlhis
store mighthisefitmotknowing/thatfit(is
notldccurate. [The[communitylaws(are
often[ controlling[ when[ iitl lcomes| to
weights(and measures. The[prohibition
applies[]ifTJonelIshort[weighs,[Ishort
measures | or(short[¢ountslany[person,
Jew[lor[]Gentile.[]Thellviolation[|of
possessinglaccurate Weights @nd teas[ ]
ures [@pplies(@ven [ifithe communityhas
inspectorsandthey haveloverlooked
any[dishonest[scalesand[measuring
devices, whetherintentionally[0r iinin[]
tentionally."However Hashem knows
wholis honest@ndWhofis mot.

Ifithe Sellerhasthadelan error, whether
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deliberately[] or[] unintentionally,[] in
weighing,[ measuring[ or[ counting[out
the[thing[sold, the buyer mayltequest
Beit[1Din[to[Jhave[theseller[imake
restitution] ofl] the] amount[] short[]
weighted, Jshort[imeasured Cor Cshort[]
counted. [Forleéxample, thebuyer(drders
from[the(Seller(30[pencilsfand receives
only[#8; orheorders 50 poundsof
applesfandteceives only 48 pounds,(or
helorders(50 (feet[ofTsilk Material fand
receivesonly[48feet.[In[theselcases
thelseller must(take(good theshortage
byl delivering[ tolthel buyer,[ in[these
examples, [twolpencils, [twopounds(of
appleslor[twol feetl ofl silk.[ Thellaws
apply[ whether[ the[Jerror[ is[ large[Jor
small.[Thelsaleremains[in[effectand
may/ hot[ belrescinded [ by[ the buyer.
Similarly, [if(the (buyer paysby[¢ount[]
inglout(the moneyland[helérroneously
countsout[morelthan[the[price, the
sellerfmustteturnsuch[Surplus(folthe
buyer.[Alllthathasbeensaid @bout(the
seller[returningsuchCsurplus(to[the
buyer[alsoappliesCin[theevent[the
buyerhas[teceivedlanylover counting,
overMeasuring“or[overweighing, Cor
hashinder/¢ountedthepaymentfin/cash
orl] received[ ] anl] over[counting[] in
change.[Therelis[no timelimit(to/such
return[Wwhether[the[Wwronged[ party[is
thebuyerlor(the(seller.

ArtScrolllSeries ® Mesorah[®PublicationsLtd.

WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

*[IThe[ IChafetz[ IChayim[was[ being
driven [By [alJéwish Wagon [driver,[Who
asked[Him:[FRebbe, IIdon’t[Have[time
tolsitlahd[darn.What[chn[db [tb[ehrn
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alplacelidthe Worldtd[Qome?”

“Why[don’t[youllend[dutlthoney[tb
people[at[dolihterest?”’[sggested[the
Chafetz[Chayim.[Thevagon [driver
laughed:[Rebbe, [hin [struggling[myself
to[make[kndsCineet.[1[Hon’t[have
money[tdldndlokhers.”

“What[youlkhould[do,” [kaid[lthe
Chafetz[CQhayim, st [sktlabide [alféw
pennieslehch[Week.[Sbon [this[Will[laHd
up ltb[Something[significant,[And[then
you[willldhave Clenough Cimoney Lo
extend[allban[tb [a[fAmily W hich [needs
money[ to[ buy[ food[ for[ Shabbos.
Gradually,[Jthe[Jamount[lyoullhave
availableltdIdndlolit[Willidcrease.”

Thelwagon [driver[did[ak [sliggested by
the[@Qhafetz[Qhayim,ahdid [thelcburse
of(timehis [fteelban [filind [grew[idto [al
substantial Cdne, Lvith vhich[(he [Wvas
ableltbldndltd[dthersid[nked.

*[Oneldflthelstudents[dflthe[Chevron
Yeshiva,[ah[drphan,[chme[tb[the[Rosh
Yeshiva,[R’[Aharon[Cohen,[dnd[tbld
him [thathkbhd justlbkcomelehgaged.

“And[didlybulglve yburfihncéelalglft?”
asked R [Aharon.

“No,[Bebbe, [deplied[the [youngLchan.
“|[don’t[Haveldny[thoney[tb [Buy[dny
gift.”

“| Wantlybultd[gh [t [alckrtain [éwelry
store,[delect[d[gold vatch [for our
fiancée, [ahd[tellthe jdweler [t [bill[he
forlid”[said R [Aharon.

“lt[Wras [t [that time[that [ felt[that[T]
still (had[d[fhther,” (dhe [Student[Thter

recalled.
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L BN DDLES,

Lastfidsue’s (B'HAR) M Triddles:
[1] FoodWithlthelgoodWine

Food[kk[OCHEL[Ih[Hebrew.[ALEF[]
VAVIQHAFLAMED.[Numeric[¥alue,
1+6+20+30F[57,[theChumber[bf
p'sukimUin [(Parshat[B'har.[With[the
goodWineliSIMHEHAYAYINHATOVIid
Hebrew.JAYINIMEMO(70+40=1 10),
HEIMUDMUD [NIUN[{5+10+10+50=
75),[HEIMET MAVIMET[{5+9+6+2[F
22), fr[altdtal [df2D7, [thelgimatriyalof
B'HARLI(2+5+200). CFood Cwith Ckhe
goodmine =BV [plsukimid Bhar.

[2] Raphuslclicullatus

Scientific[nhme[for(the[dbdobird.[The
word[IDODO, [imeaning[hisCuncle,
occurs[d2dimes[ih[Tanach,[8 dimes
spelled[DALETMAV[DALETMAVI[ahd
7times[DALETDALET MAV.[Ih[B'har
we[find(OIDODOLOLVENIDODO
(concerninglrédeeminghbuses(ak[dnd
soldLaffldntil Y ovel). [(Hebrew [English
sound[alikes[Joften[lshowupUlas
TTriddles.[Thelstory[dflthe[dodoBird
islalsddlahdlihportant[story.

(from[Wikipedia) (The[dodo[ Was[ 4
flightless[Bird[éndemic[to [the[Thdian
Ocean[i8land[df[Mauritius.[Related[tb
pigeons[dnd[doves, [it[dtood[dbout[4d
meter[] tall,[] weighing[] about[] 20
kilograms, Llved [dn[fruit,[dnd[dested
on[thel[ground.[The[dodo[Has[Been
extinctLkince[khe[[mid[tdMEte[ 1l 7th
century. [Tt [ [dommonly[Ldsed[ds[the
archetypelJ of (Jan[extinct[species
because itk [ektinctionlokcurredduring
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recordedhuman Chistory ClandCwas
directlyfattributabletd hliman[attivity.

[3][f's[nbtlike @month[af[Sundays

Vayikra[25:8[1[IAndyoulshallCdount
seven [shbbaths[dflykars[tblybu, [skven
times[devenyears;[dnd[the[dpaceldf
thelséven[shbbaths[oflykars(shall [betd
youlfbrty[and[dine [years.[MVhen [you
read [this [I8specially [ih [Hiebrew, With
solmhany[Words[beginning[wWith[SHINS,
it[dounds[like [d[Ibng[geriod [df[dime
with[thany [Shabbats.[What[dame[do
mind[Was[thelexpression [T [mhonth [df
Sundays".[That[idiom[ineans[d[Tong
perioddfltime, [of[nb [phrticular Idngth,
althoughLtCtouldCinean [BOCveeks.
SomeLldictionaries[ddd[that[the[Tbng
periods[]of[Itimereferred[1tol]a
particularly [dreary[time, [becauselthere
were[mhany [rbstictions[dn[ehtertaining
behaviorlah[Slinday[id [many [cbuntries.
JustUaweirdUassociationin[Clthe
TTriddle[hlead.

[4] 2[Sh'mot,[d[Vayikra,
2[Bamidbar

B'HARLISINAICJAn Cimportant[and
welllkhown[phrase.[ltLbccurs[wice
eachUn[the[books[ bf[ 5h'mot[And

Bamidbar[and[fbur[times[ih[Vayikra [l

and[that's[[@[fdr[Tanach.IhaHdition[tb
these[BLbccurrences[df[B'har[Sinai,
there[ChreCAnother CDCHARCSINAIS,
some[With[And[dome[Without[dther
prefixes.

[5] AsTontoWould(shy:[Nlo[Write,
himthlk

Although [iinbt[pblitically [cbrrecttd
stereotypelthe[Way[Nlative[Americans
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(AmericanIhdians, [k [they[used[tb [be
called)Ckpeak CEnglish, [those[bf[lis
abovelalckrtain[age Who[ghewup [With
the[Lone[Ranger[Chnd[Chis[Ffaithful
sidekick [chn [Hear[Monto [shying[things
like[(No[Wvrite,[Rim [dalk.(What[does
that[hean[fbr[Barshat[B'har![There[id
aJsignificant[K'TIV@nd[K'RICh [Hhe
sedraldoncerning[to[dpellings[df[1O.
LAMEDI[ALEF] means[] nol] and
LAMED MAV Lineans Chim Cor Chis. Cn
speaking[Chbout[h L tity Cvith CACvall
around[it,[the[Torah[describes[it[ak[al
city[ASHER[IO LCHOMA..[The[Word
LOLd Written [JAMED [ALEF[(tho [Write
IK'TIV) But[should[Be[dead[ds[if[it

werel[spelled[IAMED MAV [(him [thlk [T

K'RI).[Bigldifference.[Read [ak [Written,
welhhve [alclty [that(hhs [nb [Wall. [This[id
NOT [What[the[Torah[i3[shying.[Read
aslwve[dre[dupposed[Ho[deadlit, [1he
Torah[i3[rkferring[tb[alcity [that[Has[al
wallltd i

[6] HaRav[Haber's[sedra?
(no,[BmorwWas)

HaRavlih[Hebrewlik[dn[dnagramL&f
B'HAR.So[is [Haber.[Solthaybe [Rabbi
Haber's[$edralis[B'har.[Except[the
Rabbi[Haber[that[lknhow, Who [ives[in
the[Golan[ahd[id[ih [charge[df({@habad
activities(ih (the Chorth, (had [(his[Bar
Mitzvaldn[PhrshatEimor.[Happy Birthy
IH.

[7] Betzaleldl

This[id[the[aHdress[id Jérusalem [dflthe
GerardLIBEHAR [theater.[lAndlthe
Unexplained[¢lement[in [last[veek's
ParshaPix s[4 photo[bf[the[Behar
theatre.[ {See[how[éven[handed[We

[rheB'chukotailb 77 1lissue

are,[using[Both [the[Americanahd[the
Britishspelling.)

[8] Days[I¥ears[=80?
With [the[dounting[df[the[days[df[the

Omer, the[Torah I Parshat [Bmor I

uses[] theld commandl] USFARTEM
LACHEM, zhd bufplural) EhallEbunt
forQyourselves...[For[theYears[df[d
seven[times[3even[Yovelltycle,[the
command[i$[M'SAFARTAM'CHA, [and
youl(singular JreferringClthe[Cthe
peoplelak[alunit, [rkpresented By [their
Sanhedrin)[shallCdount[fbryourself...
Takelthe[lktters[df[the[dommand[tb
countldays[dnd[Subtract[ffom[it[the
letters[dflthe[dommand[tb[dount[the
Omerlahdlybuatelldftiithtdvo [MEMs
(specifically, MEMSIOFITs).[MEM[d[4D

and[dwo[MEMs[i5[80,Bence[Mays[ 1]

Years[Z[80.[[The[dommand[tb[dount
the[@mer[i[tb [E&ll Jews [{Frequired [df
men, [aptional fdrWomen) [Thknce, [the
plural fbrm[IMEM [Ahd [HACHEM.[The
command [td[cbuntlykarsuhtilMovellid
to[the[Jéwish [Beople[ak[alsingle[entity
([ [mhentioned|ehrlier, [cbpresented bl
itsL)(our)[JSanhedrin CDhence, Clthe
singularfdrm[MARKdOCHA.]

B'CHUKOTAIlAdapted from
Unlocking the Torah Text

by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

A Casual Curse

Context: As Parshat Bechukotai and
the book of Vayikra draw to a close, God
delivers a stinging rebuke and warning
to the Israelites. Known as the Tochacha
HaKetana, the small rebuke (in contrast
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to a second, larger rebuke found in the
book of Devarim), this section contains
a series of frighteningly prophetic
descriptions of the tragedies that will
befall the nation should they fail to
follow God's ways.

At the core of this Tochacha, a word is
found that, in this conjugation, appears
nowhere else in the Torah text. Here,
however, this term, KERI, is repeated no
less than seven times within the span of
twenty verses. According to most
authorities (see below), this term
apparently connotes "casualness" or
"happenstance” and is derived from the
root KARA, to happen.

The passages of the Tochacha within
which the term KERI appears are:

1. "And if you will walk with me KERI..."

2."And if in spite of these things you will
not be chastised towards me, and you
will walk with me KERI..."

3. "And then | [God], too, will walk with
you with KERI..."

4. "And if with all this you will not
hearken unto Me, and you will walk with
Me with KER..."

5. "And | will walk with you with a fury of
KERI..."

6. "And they will confess their sin and
the sin of their fathers, for the treachery
with which they have betrayed Me, and
also for having walked with Me with
KERIL."

7. "And |, too, shall walk with them with
KERI..."

Question: By using the term KERI so
prominently at both ends of the
Tochacha's equation, in both the
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description of the nation's possible
transgression and in the description of
God's possible response, the Torah
apparently emphasizes a critical idea,
central to the very nature of sin and
punishment. If we could only under
stand this concept, the text seems to
say, we could finally recognize where we
go wrong. We could strike to the core of
our failures and their consequences,
finding a way to break the recurring,
tragic cycle that plagues our relation
ship with the Divine.

And yet, the text remains frustratingly
unclear.

Why, at this point, does the Torah
suddenly introduce, for the first and
only time, the word KERI?

Once introduced, why is this term
repeated so often in such a short span of
text?

Above all, within the context of the
Tochacha, in the realm of both sin and
punishment, what does the word KERI
actually mean?

Approaches:

A. Confronted with this puzzling term
and its use in the Tochacha, numerous
commentaries propose a wide variety of
interpretations.

Both Rashi and his grandson, the
Rashbam, for example, introduce a basic
translation upon  which most
commentaries build. These scholars
translate the word KERI to mean "casual”
or "inconsistent" (derived, as stated
above, from the root KARA, to happen).
If the nation sins by worshiping God in
an erratic, inconsistent manner, Rashi
and the Rashbam explain, God will
respond in kind and will relate to the
nation haphazardly and unpredictably,

as well.

A number of other commentaries,
including Rabbeinu Bachya and the Ohr
HaChayim, choose a related but
different path. The term KERI, these
scholars maintain, describes a flawed
world outlook that can lead to immeas
urable sin. An individual who sees the
world in a fashion of KERI perceives no
pattern to the events unfolding around
him. In place of Divine Providence, this
individual observes only random coin
cidence; and in place of punishment for
sin, accidental misfortune. For such an
individual, tshuva (return to the proper
path) becomes increasingly unattain
able. In a haphazard world governed by
arbitrary forces, after all, there exists
little incentive for change.

Going a step further, the Ohr HaChayim
perceives in God's reaction "And then |
[God], too, will walk with you with
KERL.." a carefully calibrated "measure
for measure" response to the nation's
failing. If the people refuse to see a
divinely ordained pattern in the world
around them, God will withdraw,
making it even more difficult for them
to perceive His presence. The punish
ments to follow will seem even more
random, bearing no obvious connection
to the nation's sins. The people's failure
to recognize God's imminence will thus
prove frighteningly prophetic, for God
will respond with "distance".

A group of other scholars, Onkelos
chiefly among them, diverge from the
above explanations entirely and explain
the term KERI to mean "stubbornness”
or "harshness". If the nation stubbornly
refuses to obey based upon God's law,
God's response will be harsh and
unforgiving.

B. A clearer understanding of the

puzzling term KERI and its repeated use
in the Tochacha can be gained if we
consider the basic approach of Rashi
and the Rashbam (who interpret the
term to mean a casual approach to
God's will) in light of the "rules" that
govern our own life experiences.

Many years ago, | asked the participants
in one of my synagogue classes to name
the one most important component in
any successful interpersonal relation
ship. Expecting a plethora of sugges
tions, | was surprised when they
unanimously responded with the one
word which | had earlier defined for
myself as my own answer: trust.

Our associations with each other, from
partnerships to friendships to marriages,
can endure many blows and setbacks.
One wound, however, invariably proves
fatal: the total loss of trust. When
mutual trust is gone and cannot be
regained; when the relationship no
longer feels safe and secure; when each
participant no longer believes that the
other consistently has his partner's best
interests at heart, the relationship is
doomed.

God thus turns to the Israelites and
proclaims: "And if you will walk with me
KERI..."

If 1 find that you are deliberately
inconsistent in your commitment to Me;
if | find that you are only at My door
when you choose to be; if | find that |
cannot trust you to seek My presence
and relate to Me continually; then | will
respond in kind...

"And then | [God], too, will walk with you
with KERI..."

You will no longer be able to count on
My continuing presence in your lives. |
will distance Myself and not be there

when you expect Me to be. Our
relationship will become casual and
inconsistent; all trust will be lost...

God will forgive many failings and sins,
but when we lose His trust, the
punishments of the Tochacha are the
result. 54

CHIZUK #DUuUD

Divrei Torah!from|the weeklysedra
with'alfocuslonTivinglin'Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk for Olim & Idudforinotlyet Olim

B'chukotai X Perek 4

Many[cheaningful [ihterpretations[Have
been [presented[bly [the[commentators
tolthelstatementlekpressed bl Shimon
Ben[Azailid [Birkei[Avot[(#;2) CForlthe
reward[of[alMitzvalidlalMitzva”.

Twoldften[quoted[ihterpretations[ale
expounded[] by[] Rabbeinul] Ovadia
MiBartenuralas fdllows:

I)CDHeaven[assists [lone[dwho[lhas
performed[dneMitzvaltb[do[ahother
solthat[hk [Will[nheritlcéceivinglrbwards
for[Hoth [df[them.[(In[His[dwn[darlier
presentation [of[thislcbncept, Rabbeinu
Yonalteminds[his[that[the[iltimate
reward[fbr[the [first[Mitzvalaks[Well (ak
for[thosethat[fbllow[ale[id [the fliture
life,id[@lam Haba).

2)[Mhelpleasurelthatldneldxperiences
from khe[rewards[¥or[ldoing[lone
Mitzvali$ [itselfldonsidered[aldeparate
Mitzva, @hd[dne[id[rbwarded[fbr Both,
for[theldriginal [Mitzvalperformed[ahd
also[for[Hhe[énjoyment[éxperienced
forbhvinglpkrformed|itl

Perhaps[bne[may[kay[that[h[ Very
differentblit[meaningful lekplanation [of



Shimon[Ben[Azai’s[dtatement[dan[Be
found[lih[the[dpening[B'sukim [df[Iur
Parsha: Clif Ljou [Will Lgo Lih Lchy [Chukim
and[dbserve[ohy [Mitzvot[ahd[gerform
them, ILWill[(Bring[your [dains[ih [their
appropriate[time[and[the [land Lvill
bring[fbrth[its[groduceldndltheffuit
treeMill[glve [ifls fduit. .. MouMill [dwell
securelyid lybur[Idnd, TIWill [glve [peace
inthednd[ahd[ybuWill e [down[4nd
nolohe Willfdightenlybu”.

Hashem[i3[cearly [telling [us [that [[[We
alllkarn[the[Torah[dnd[dbservelthe
Mitzvot[] (and[] thereby[] spiritually
elevate[dburselves[Mo[dome[dlose[fo
Him), (He [Will Cénable [is [fo [dwell [ih
our[dnd, [id Idrael,lid[pkacelahd [He Will
provide[fdr(alllaurnkeds.

Does[this[oundike[Bhimon[Ben
Azai’'s3tatement;CThe Cteward CbfCh
Mitzvalis[d[Mitzva”.[The[deward[fbr
the[bbservance [bf[ Mitzvot[In[this
world [ [the[ability [tb [dwell [ih Trael
which[ikself[ik[d[Mitzva,[{and[do[go
even [frther) Mhichlehables[ohe[td[db
moreMitzvot.What[aPtivilege!

RabbiYitzchak's. Handel Ph.D
Dean,[Touro CollegelinIsrael

ParshaPointsfoPonder
by RabbiDovLipman (condensedversion)

1) The Torah relates that if we follow G D's
commands then we will experience great success
including victory over enemies. This is captured
by the image of five people chasing 100 and 100
chasing 10,000 (26:8). Why are the five people
successful in chasing 20 times their number while
the 100 chase 100 times its number?

Da'at Zekainim MiBaalei Hatosfot suggests two
possible answers.

1) The power of prayer is such that more people
praying leads to greater success and, therefore,
the 100 people giving chase and praying will
have greater success than the five.

2) The Torah says AND 100 FROM THEM
(MIKEM) WILL CHASE 10,000. 100 FROM
THEM can mean 100 from those five meaning
those 5 people 100 times over will chase 10,000.
That means 500 will chase 10,000 which is the
same 1 to 20 ratio as the 5 to 100.

2) The Torah begins the curses with the words
AND IF YOU DON'T LISTEN TO ME (26:14).
The Torah never said IF YOU DO LISTEN TO
ME with regard to the blessings so why does it
shift to this different concept of not LISTENING
for the curses?

The Ohr HaChayim answers that the opening
words of the Parsha, IF YOU WALK WITH MY
LAWS is interpreted by all to mean IF YOU
LEARN MY TORAH. Learning Torah is the
same as listening to G D's words since the Torah
is GD's message to us. Therefore, DON'T
LISTEN TO ME is the opposite of WALK
WITH MY LAWS.



