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ABookbyanylothername...

Although[the Book[df[Bamidbar[beginsWith[the [date [df[Rosh [@hodesh [yar[id
the[skcondlyear[dut[df[Bgypt[(R449[tb [CQreation),[Melfind[ah [darlier [date [ih
Parshat[B'haalot'cha[ll¥iz.[Rosh[@hodesh[Nlisan.[The [Book[df[D'varim Megins
with[Rosh[@Qhodesh[Sh'vatlcfthe fihal lybar[dfwandering, about 7D [dhys Before
weldntered[Bretz[Yisrael.[This[@llows[Us [th [shy [that[the [Book [df[(Bamidbar
spans[altime [pkriodlofalmost 3P [ykars.

ENTIRELY MOOMLIONG tdhhve bkenlid the Midbar! Weereslipposedtd bk
in[EretzMisrael, hhving[réceived the Morah, [id almatter [of lalcbuple [af [mMonths [
tops.

Whatltbok[uk[sbIdng? [Alglancethroughthe Book [df[Bamidbar Willahswer [the
question.[The[Sin[dflthe [Spies, [Morach's[rkbellion, [ahd[ah [embarrassing [ist[df
otherlepisodes[providelamblelrkason for[the[nked [df[that[gkneration [NOT [td
beltheldheltdlehter(thelhnd.

Solfar,[the[dame[BAMIDBAR [fbr [the [Hook [that[We[Begin [rkading [this [Week,
with[the[sédraldflthe[shme[nhme, id[nbtlalvkry[cbmplimentary [nhme fdlom[the
perspective[df[B'neiYisrael, [Butlrhther[alreminder[ahdihdictment[dfIdck [df
faith[ahd [ttust[id [G [d,(Who [bhd[sb [rkcently [tAken [the [People[dut [df[Fgyptlahd
given[them[(lis) the Morah ahdlpkrformedalmultitude [of[iraclesthroughout.

Andlthe[dtherbhmeldflthe[Book, [the [dne[uked[id [Ehglish, (but bbrrowed[ftom
the[Malmud's[nickname [fdr[Bamidbar INUMBERS, iS[based[dn [the [cknsuses[at
the[Bkginninglahd(ehd[dflthe Book. Butlthattbo id["&mbarrassing".Welshould
not[bhvelnkeded(tb[Be[cbunted[tivice.[Welshould[not[hhve[nkeded[alnkew[skt
of[Mribal[Meaders[tb[léad[us[ihto [BretzMisrael [Ithe [first[skt[SHOULD [HAVE

BEEN [theohes.[Neither[nhme[makes[ub[looklgbod".[ANDYET...
elnes.Seiherimeitakes oklgho cont. p.4 Word@)fﬁhemonﬂl This[Shabbat[We[Bench[Rosh[TChodesh

Sivan, [always[alahe[day [RI"Ch, Which [will bk [nkxt [Etiday [June Bkd).
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Candles (earliesty Bamidbar Havdala
T1:01 (6:09) Yerushalayim 8:19
T:18 (6:11) S'derot 8:20
1:16 (6:09) Gush[Btzion 819
T:18 (6:11) Raanana 822
I:17 (6:10)  Beit[Shemesh/RBS  §:20
T:19 (6:12) Netanya 822
T:18 (6:11) Rehovot 8:21
1:14 (6:100 Be'erSheva/Otniel 89
1:17 (6:10) Modi'in/Chashmona'im 8:20
101 (6:11) Petach[Tikva 821
T:01 (6:09) Maale[Adumim 819
T:AT (6:11) Ginot[Shomron 821
T:16 (6:09) Gush[Shiloh 819
T1:16 (6:09) K4[&Hevron 819
T:16 (6:10) Giv'at[Ze'ev 819
1:18 (6:11) Yad[Binyamin 8:21
T:18 (512) Ashkelon 821
107 (6:10) Tzfat 821
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7:22%26 (MageniAvraham:08:2418:22am)
12l H SofiZ'maniT'filan00o00000010:16010:16am
1231807 (MagentAvraham:19:4019:390am)
TS | | Chatzotmmmummimin12:36pmit2:37%am
T:18[71813 (halachicinoon)
7:21 (718125 Minchall Gedolan0010000001:1101:13pm
7:05 118126 (earliestiMincha)
705718123 PlagiMinchallmmmimiie:07%06:12pm
1:21 L1815 Sunsetl100001000000000007:4007:46pm
120718124 (basedlonlseallevel:17:3507:40pm)
T:20(718923 - -
7:20 (T804 www.ttidbits.com
7:22 [7T8DS for PDF[files[dfTT [(Whole,
722 71806 lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
712 (18026 Palmxkrsion,MorahMidbits
Audio mp3ffiles...[ahd[more!

Rabbeinu[Mam[Havdala[MBAMIDBAR II%02pm

tz Itli$[ihdeedinfortunate[that
ourlgreatestLéxperts[dre[those
wholldnow, [dot[What[should[He
done,[butCwhat[Chas,Cor[Cvhat
shouldbhvelbkenldbne.
From{'A[Candle(byDay"byRabbiBhragaBilverstein
ACandlelbyDay@TheAntidote®TheWorldbfChazal

by RabbilShragalSilverstein
Nowlavailable[at[054209©200

More Word[dfithe[Month[Rosh[Qhodesh

Sivan[chnnot[fll[dn[aIMON, MHU, [dr [Shabbat.

LOBaHaZI[(br, Welchn[shy[AaHaV).[Mhose
arelthelthreeldhys[oflthe Week[thatWeréad
the[MorahMithoutlahlektralrkason.[R"Ch

Sivan, [then, [always [BringsMorah [td [aldhy [that

would bk Mithout[Morah[réading. Not
common. Justlah[abservation.

| Alvin [Kelly

186,400 shoppers(@thonth?

Which [father(oflaNasi
correspondsfo[Yitzchak [Avinu

You can take Galil out of the man, but...

| Listentome, Fischel

MicroUlpan: sunflower %00
cyclamen N919
POpPpPy X2
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LEADTIDBIT

AndQet,[think[@bout[the [dxplanation
for[the Wellkhown [phsuk[id Mirmiyahu
(2:2,[Welllkhown [nbtldnly flom [Manach
but[ftom [alHaftara, [the[Rosh [(HaShana
davening, [ahd[alsbng).

.....

S3TR2 MR AESR TEToD maaN
75101 N2 N3

...thus[shid[G [dt [ITdememberyou, [the
devotion[dflyburlybuth, yburIdve[like
albride,henybulWentafter Melid [the
wilderness, Cin[CAJand[(fhat[Cvas[Chot

sown.

Commentaries[JexplainCthisCpartial
pasuk[differently, [(ButLone[3chool Lbf
thought[i3 [that [G [dIboks[ak [us [fbndly
forLCburUollowingLHim[through[the
Midbar.[Wel3relgiving[¢redit,[do[Ho
speak, foratceptinglubonourselveslthe
harsh [donditions[dflthe Wilderness[dt
Gld'slcbmmand.

This[does[not[Whitewash[the[Behavior
oflthe[pkople,atfiddicatedlabove, blt i
does[3how[lis[ GId's[Attitude,[3o[Ho
speak, [tdwards[His[nhtion.

Which [BFings [k [td Mom Merushalayim.
In[durlawn[time, We[nbtlanly fdllowed
Him[through[theWilderness, [Hut[ihto
the[[hnd[(@gain), lifs[physical[cbnditions
leaving[alllbt [tb [Be[desired.[Theldstab ]
lishment[bf[ the[$tate[bflIsrael[vas
accompanied[ by h[limurderouslon[]
slaught[from[dur[deighbors.[And[that
has[Been [rkpeated [[13k [We [khow [wWell [[T]
overlahdlaverfagain.

Yet[We[Stay[dnd[dre[dommitted[{o

remain[@nd[thrivelh[the[ThndWhere
GldwWants[uktd [bE.

Soundslike[JalJKALCJVACHOMER
comingloh...

If[G [dwas fdnd [dfluk fdr Fdllowing[Him
through[the Milderness[id whichHeldld
notlWant[ds[tb [ive, [And[ih [Which [We
"angered" [Him[rkpeatedly...[How[nuch
more[so[thust[He[Be[fond [ds[sfbr
following[Hiis [chitzvot[ahd [Miving[ih (His
Land,and Otrying[Clto Ubuild it Clup
according[to[the[principlesLbf[ the
Torah.[{Yes,[We[dre[thlking[ih[iHeals,
notlcbmpletelylid[réality.)

Yom[Merushalayim [elxpresses[almhutual
love[between[G [dlahd Hislpkople[[His
love[¥or[lis[Chs[anifested [ by [ khe
miraculousMctory[dflthe [Six[Day War
and[the[rkunification[dfJérusalem,ahd
our[Ibvefor[(Him By [durdtriving[do
make[Jerusalem[dnd [l [df[Tsrael[the
mostlpropervknue[fdralTlorah Way[df

life.

Let[us[also [Keep [ih [chind [that[Shavuot
isChot[GustCdhe[dommemoration[And
celebrationLbf[ the[feceiving[bf[ the
Torah,[but[litChlso[kelebrates[our
coming[tb[liveid [(BretzMisraellahd[the
building[df[the [Beit[HaMikdash.[Yom
HaBikurim [LIH [ChicknameLdf[Shavuot,
marks[the[BeginningLdf[the Bikurim[]
bringing[lseason.[IWe[received[lthe
Torah[dutside [df[FretzMisrael, But[the
mitzva[Lbf[ Bikurim LsConly Hor[Eretz
YisraellJandonly Llwhen[the [1Beit
HaMikdash[stands.[Shavuot[id[tiuly [the
symbol[dflthe[dnd[goal [df[the Bxodus
and[cf[the[réason welekist.
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Bamidbar

34th [od [S4 [sddras;
First (o (10 [id(BAmidbar

Written [oh (753 [Tides [in[aISdfer (Tarah, [rAnks (3td
30 [Phrshiyot; (23 [open, [(TTclbsed, [dnks [4th

159 [nsukim [idnks 3td [(3rd i [Bamidbar)

1823 Lwbrds [k (3 th [(4th [l [BAmidbar)
7393 Hekters [Tk (94h [(3rd [id [Bhmidbar)

Note [tHe [difference (il [rdnk [rbm [plsukim [td
words. [BiMidbar's [plsukim [ade [ahongl[tHe
shortest (il tHe [Tarah [[dVerage: (1.5
words/pasuk.

Compare: (Wyelech: [18.4 [{Tongest [plsukim),
Book Lo (Bhmidbar:[12.7, [tHe (Tdrah: [13.7

MITZVOT

0f [tHe [TV [sddras [with [nbne [of [tHe (Taryag [(813)
mitzvot, [Bhmidbar [isItHe [Targest.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedraSummary

[P>X:Y [(Z)]ahd[F>X:Y[(¥)][iddicate [start
of[dlParshal@'tuchaldr[Itumaldespectively.
X:Y[i$ [Rerek:Pasuk[df[the[Beginning[dflthe
parsha; [(Z) (i3 (the [dumber[df[d'sukim[Gh[the

parsha.

Kohen [Erst[Aliya
| 9[pIsukim [T} | [TI9

[P>L: 1 [ 9)]0Thelcommandfrom
GOdO isO toll countl thel people,

specificallyll thell malesl froml 20
yearsdandOup.0200isOthelTorah's
agelforOmilitarylservice.lOAssisting
inlthelcensuslarel Aharonandla
representativelloflleachltribe.0The
commandl camell all yearll andl a
fortnightloutlofl Egypt,0ondRosh
Chodeshllyarll2449.0Thel census
wasltarriedbutlhsltommanded.

SDT:[Commentaries[Joint[dutlthat
thelcbmmandltdcbuntlthepkopletas
given[lto[IMoshe[Jand[]Aharon[J(as
opposed[tb[jlisttMoshe) [(Becauselthe
census[ ] was[] done[by[] collecting
halflshekels[(from[the [ people.[Since
money [Was[ihvolved,[it[i3 [dot[droper
to[Haveldnly[dne[personldealing[With
the[dnatter (éven ([ #hat[person ik
Moshe[Rabeinu! (IThisClbecame[khe
ethical [standard[dfl{dealing[With [public
funds.

On[thelother[hand...[Another
commentator [sliggests[that[thislcénsus
was [not[done[With [shekels, But[rhther
with[aldirect[hkadlcbunt.[Although[we
learn[thatLk[ik[improper,Ldnd[éven
potentially [dhngerous, [t cbunt[pkople
directly,lid [this[chse[there[was[aldirect
commandrom[G[d[ to[ tount[the
people.[Hence, [do[Harm[Would[Hefall
them[during[thelchrrying[dut[dflthese
Divine[drders.[This,[ih [dontrast[tb[Ki
Tisa,[Where[the[Torah [shys, "WVHEN
youlcbunt,[then ybu[MUST [cbllectlthe
half(shekel, [ekc.There, [the [Anguage[id
the[Torah[implies[that[the[dounting
was[ bptional Lbr[practical,[but[hot
obligatory.[1Therefore, [ khellindirect
method[was[nkcessary.

K'RU'EILHA'EIDA, h[kerm[For
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leaders[oflthe[pkople, idrittenWith[al
YUDU[h[Place[dflthe [WAV[AsLlih[the
word'sCpronunciation.[Baal[(HaTurim
says[thatWelchnIdok[at[the MUD [ab[al
chopped YAV, [tb [tkll [Us[that[dmong
the[leaders[ivas[d[Inot[SoLorthy"
individual. (He[3ays[ that[Shlumiel [B.
Tzurilshadai,[ the (deader CofCShimon,
was[Zimri[B.[Salu,[Mho[daused[G[d's
anger[to LkillCmany Clthousands Cof
people, luntil [Binchas's [akt[dut[ah [dnd
to[Zimrilthnd[tb [the[dlague).[Blaving
Gld's[hamelih (his[damel[didn't[Belp
him.[Notel[that[there[id[albroken[MAV
inthePinchas[story, [the MAV [of[BRITI
SHALOM.[Could[Be[d[REMEZ [[Tkvel

connection.

HerelisOthellistOofthelleadersOof
thel tribesl asl presentedl inl the
opening[ip'sukimoflithedbookland
sedrabflBamidbar.INotelthelbrder
oflktheltribes.0Theylarehotlhlways
listedlinOthelOsamelorder,Jandnot
alwayslinbirthOorderJord"mother"
order.INolhttemptlstherellnadelto
explainQthelorder;0justdalsuggesl
tiontodnotelit.UAfterOsomelotTthe
namesll arell commentsl from
Midrashim,OculledOfrom0Othelbook
ISHEIIHATANACH.

Reuven:[Elitzurb.Bh'dei'ur
Oneldfithe(ldaderslofKlorach'slghng

Shim'on:Bh'lumi'ellb.0l'zurishadai
a.k.a.[ZIMRIBISALURhdSHA'ULEREN

HaK'naanit

Yehuda:MNachshonlb.[Aminadav
creditedas [umpinglidto Mam SLf[fitst,
beforeitlsplit [Hh attithat[Gld
acknowledgedasalKliddush[HaShem...
ancestorNaomi...[died[id [the[sécond

year[fdllowinglthe Exodus

Yissachar:IN'tanlelb.0l'zu'ar
a[Morah[stholarluhmatchedlid hisftdibe

Z'vulun:[Eli'avib.Cheilon
Yosef...

Efrayim:[Elishamalb.IAmihud
offeredhis[gift[tb[the[dedicationofthe
Mizbei'achoh [the [séventh[dhy, which
was[Shabbat. Howlchn [thisbk?
Individual lofferings[db nbt[plishaside
Shabbat!?[d[this[chse, [G[dIdecreed|that
one[Nasilshould[cffer [his gifts [ehch
day[(ihcluding[Shabbat)

Menashe:[Gamli'ellb.[P'datzur
[albbteloh[pFonunciation.TheHEIid
thelnhme[Pldatzurlisluhvoweled.[Slich
a[HEI[d[tbtally(silent, [ab id[a[HEI [at[the
endloflalword, [uhless[itlhhs[aIMAPIK
in(id 0d [cbntrast, [the [tdibal [dader [of
Naftalilid [Phrshat[Nas'eiidI[PIDAHHC
EILBI[Amihud.[d hishhme, the[HEI
has[aISH'VA[uhder[id [A[SH'VAuhder
a[HEIGHALWAYSINACH ahdl[gives[al
sound[td [theHEI, [id [the [sdmeway
that[aIMAPIK [gives[alsbundltd alfihal
HEIl.Morelid bbx bklow.]

Binyamin:[Avidanb.0Gid'oni
Dan:[Achi'ezerlb.Amishadai
Asher:[Paglilkillb.Achran
Gad:[Ellyasaflb.D'ulkil
Naftali:[Achiralb.[Einan

Levi[l8econd[Aliya
35[plsukim [[IT120[5K4

[S>:20[(2)]0ThelTorahblovingly
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recordsltheltensuslresultsorlkach
Tribe,l beginningl withl Reuven,
identifiedlhsOsrael's[firstborn.

InClightCofL Al Cthe[Tproblems”[that
Reuven[hhd,ahd[thefctlthatMehuda,
Yosef,[ahd[[kvilehchlehded[up With[ah
elementloffthatwhich[mighthhvebken
Reuven's,[i[id[ihteresting[that[Reuven
retains[the[title["B'chor",[ahd [dot [t

here.

Ranklinlpopulationfamonglthell 2
tribesllindicatedlbylthenumberlin
parentheses.

Reuven'sltountBvas#6,50007)
[P>I:22[(2)]Bhimon, 59,30003)
[P>M:24[(R)]0Gad,I5,65008)
[P>[M}26[(2)]0v ehuda, 74,6000 1)
[P>Mt28[(2)]0vissachar,b4,400(5)
[P>30[(2)]evulun,57,40004)

[P>[1:32[{2)]0 Yosefll @M Efrayim,
40,500010)

[P>[1:34[{2)]0 Menashe,0 32,200
(12,mallestlribelhtlthis[tounting)

Note[that[Hy [dombining[Bfrayim[dnd
Menashe, 1Y osef's[(total Clwould[Cbe
72,700, lahd[Movelididto 2hdplace).

[P>IE36[(2)]Binyamin,B5,400
(11)
[P>E38[(2)]Dan,b2,70002)
[P>[k40[(2)]sher,l#1,50009)
[P>[k42[(2)]Naftali,[53,40006)

[P>01:44[(4)]0After0the0countlof
eachOTribe,0thelTorahOgivesdthe

grandlotallhsb03,550.

Thelfigure[dhatlik[generally[lised[do
describelthelrhultitude [that[Iéft[Bgypt
is[600,000.dc[ i [ bbviously [ Htounded
from[the Cactual Ctotal. CJAnd Clwith
women [dnd[dhildren, (the[dumber[df
peopleLhoeft[ EgyptLis[probably
somewherebktween2Iahd Blndillion.

[P>01:48[(7)]0ThelLeviyimOwere
notOtobelcountedltogetherdwith
thelrestbfltheNation,butbverelto
belcountedlseparately.OlitOwaslthe
LeviyimwholwerellchargedOwith
carryingll thell componentsl ofll the
MishkanlhndbwithHismantlinglhnd
erectingll thel Mishkanl eachl time
theOPeopleltraveled.INonLeviyim
werell notll toll angerll GOdO by
approachingll thell Mishkanl inll an
improperlmanner.0Thisbhppliedto
thell encampmentl asl well;0 the
Leviyimwereldcampedlhroundlthe
MishkanlbndltheOTribeslkeptltheir
distancelnltheirltamps.

SPT:[1iVneilYehuda...dor[All(the
tribes[thetbrm [MiVneilid [used, [ekcept
for[(Bnei[Naftali.[(Baal[(HaTurim[days
thatlthey hhd[mhore[Women[than[nhen.
In[theldter[densus,[™Bnei"[i$[Used[fbr

alllthe[ttibes[sincelthe[ohen [died [dut ]

alllbhd[dorelomen.

SDT:[Commentaries[doint[dutlthat
the[Ibw[Populationfiguresdecorded
for[[kvilWerelcloser[tdWhatWouldbe

expectedlakccording[tb[daturalldemol]

graphics.[Theflguresfor[the[dest[df
thelpkeopleMereuhnaturally (high.This
is[d[desult[df[the[Torah's[telling[is,
"and[ds[they[Wereltbortured,[do[they
multiplied".[Among[the [mhany [mhiracles

OUlsraellCenterrTb56 <« 7 =:[rhelBamidbarl{m'vorchim)b771[issue

that[dccurredlih [(Bgypt, [Was[the[fhct
thelthelpeoplelproliferated[sb[greatly
under[Mery[ddverse[donditions.[Since
thelthibe[df[[evilWas[not[shibjected[tb
the[harsh[tonditions[bf[3lavery,Cits
growthbwas[hormal".

ShilishilIThird[Aliya
34[plsukim T2t | (34

[P>[2:1[(9)]0Thelnextlcommand
dealsl withl thell positiond ofll the
Tribesl duringll encampmentl and
theltravelinglorderdoflthelunits.
Threell Tribesl eachl formedl a
"camp"Ounderfonelbannerfatlone
oflthelcompasslpointsfaroundlthe
Levitecamp.0Thelleaderlofleach
"bannerltamp"stheleaderbflthe
"main"0 Tribel offl thel three,O as
indicated byl thell namel ofll the
camp.

ThelcamplofllY ehudallwasltolthe
eastlandOwasltolbelthelfirstdto
travel. Underl thell leadershipl of
Nachshonlb.Aminadav,helzroup
includedlYissacharanddZevulun,
infladditionlltodYehuda.OTotalslfor
eachltribelarelrepeatedwhenlthe
fourl flagligroupsl arell described.
Totall ford Machanell Yehudall was
186,400.

[S>[2:100¢7)]0ReuvendCamplon
thelsouthOfollowedOthem.Joining
Reuvenlwerell Shimonlandl Gad.
Totall forlMachanell Reuvenlwas
151,450.

[S>[2:1701)]0ThenOthelLeviyim
withltheIMishkanlwereltolfollow,
sol thatl theyl andl it0 wouldl be

withinl thell people,ll notl atl its
periphery.

[S>[2:18[(¥)]0ThenollowlEfrayim
Campl from0 thell west.0 Menashe
andll Binyaminll werell partl of
MachanelEfrayim.OThisdcampOwas
alll from0 Rachell Imeinu.0 Total
108,100.

[S>2:25[(¥)]J0Andhelastloltravel
wasl thell Danll Camp,0 from0 the
north.0 Joiningll Danl werell Asher
andl Naftali.0 Their0 totall was
157,600.

[P>[R:25[(7)]0 Thel Torahl next
givesltheltotallhgain,[603,550,hnd
then[lreiteratesOthatOLevillwasnot
countedl amonglthel Tribes,0and
thatl thel Peoplel didl asl coml
manded.

SDT:[Thellkadldribe[df[dach[damp
was[ basedLdbn[[OTOT,Signs,[trans[]
mitted by Yaakov[Avinu.[BhalHaTurim
points[dutlalcbrrespondencelbetween
Yaakov's[blessings[ to[his[$ons[&nd
these[lcamp[hkads.[ IEach[lson[that
Yaakov[dddressed[ih[decond[person
was [td bk [alldader [oflalchmp.[Revuen,
YOULhrelimy[firstborn",[1'Yehuda,
YOULyour[brothers[iwill Chcknowl ]
edge",[J "Dan... YOURL salvation",
"Yosef...[dhe LG [AL&fLYOUR[Hather...
blessesLYOU".[The[bther[Zons[are
referred(td[id [third[pkrson.

R'vi‘iIIFourth[Aliya
| 3[pIsukim [T13t | (113

[P>[3:1[(M)]0ThelTorahOproceeds
tollnamelthelsonslofllAharonand
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Moshe.

Actually,[Moshe's[Biological [dons[dre
not[nentioned.[TThe[Ckommentaries
point[ but[that[JAharon'sLkons[hre
considered[fo[be[[Moshe's[as[vell,
because[lhe[J(Moshe) [ltaughtClthem
Torah.[ This[d explains[J only L] why
Aharon's[3ons[are[dlso[Moshe's.L 1t
does[dot[éxplain[hy[Moshe'sLdwn
sons[are[dot[thentioned.[@ne[rkason
given[ik[dhat[4heyvere[Jprotected”
from[the[Egyptian[ekperience[by[their
maternal Cgrandfather [Yitro[dnd[ds[d
resultlvere[dever[deally [gart[df[Klal
Yisrael.[Remember[that[Moshe[Went
outltdstewhathaashhppening...

[P>[3:50(6)]0ThelTribeloflLevillis
toll bell assignedl thel tasksl of
assistingll thell kohanim0 in0 their
workll andll in0 safeguardingll the
Mishkanlhnd0tsOvessels.

[P>03:11[B)]Unlssence,bhel evi
isftolreplacelthelB'chorwholwas
sanctifiedl from0 thel dayl ofll the
Exodusl{evenlbefore).0Thelb'chor
wasloriginallyllmeanttolperMform
thell sacred tasksO ofl the
Leviyimlkohaniml butl lostd the
privilegellinlthelwakelotlthelsinlof
thelGolden[Calf.

€hamishi[Sth[Aliya
26[plsukim 113t 14319

[P>[3B:14{13)]0 Moshel is coml
mandedUtodcountOthelLeviyim0OQ
malesfrombhelhgebfloneldnonth.
ThelthreelmainOfamiliesdofllLevi
arelGeill'shon, (thelgroper[Way[tb
pronouncelthe[dame[ih[Hebrew, [dot

Gerlshon),0K'hat,JandOM'rari.0Geil
r'shonlsubdivideslintodLivniland
Shim'i.0 K'hatl dividesl intol the
familiesd ofl Amram,0 Yitzhar,
Chevron,0 andld Uziel. M'rari's
familyll groupsl arell Machlill and
Mushi.

Gershon'sll countl isl 7500.0 They
camplbonlthelwestbfltheMMishkan.
TheirlleaderQisOElyasafllb.0La'eil.
TheylareOtoObelinOchargeloflthe
curtainlmateriall ofl thedMishkan,
includingllthell coveringsandl the
courtyardlenclosure.

[S>[B:27L(13)]0 K'hat'sO totall is
8600.r'heybwilllcamplolhelouth
offithelMishkan.[Elitzatanlb.O0Uziel
isltheirleader.ld(Oneloflthelthings

that angeredl Korach...Oorlmade
him0jealouslandlresentful.)0They
arellin chargel offl thell mainO holy
furnishingsll ofll thell Mishkan,
includingll thel Aron,0 Shulchan,
Menora,l0anddMizbachotl (Altars).
Elazarllb.0 AharonlHaKohenlisOin
chargelbflhllthel eviyim.

M'rarilhumbersb200.T'heirleader
islTzurielb.0OAvichayil,land0they
campltolthelhorthbfltheMishkan.
TheylarelinOchargeloflthelstrucl
turall materials:0 thel walllboards,
supportlrods,lfoundationlsockets,
pillars.

Moshe,0Aharonhndkonscamplto
thelkastbfltheMishkan.

In0 all,O 22,0000 Leviyim0 are
counted.

Clarification...[li[dneladdds[p
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the[dumbers[dflthe[three[families[df
Levi,[(He[gets[22,300,[dot[22,000,the
numberuked[id thelekchangeMith [the
firstborns. [Rashilekplainsthatlthe[300
"missing" [Leviyim[Cwere[ khemselves
B'chorim,[dndWvere[dot[part[dflthe
officiallekchange...

SDT:[Chooseljourldeighbors[well.
Rashilpbints[dut[that[the [proximity [df
theMehudalchmptb[the[ehcampment
of[(Moshe[ahd[Aharon[ahd fmily, (Had
alpbsitivelidfluencelohthe [three[ttibes
of (Yehuda, issachar,[And[Zevulun ]
thelthreelttibesEmedfbr(theirMorah
scholarship.[JOn[the[lother[Ihand,
Reuven's[closeness[tb[Korachlahdhis
(Korach's)[lto[1Datan [ Jand[JAviram,
producesldisaster.

Shishi [Bixth Aliya
12 [Rlsukim [IRH40 51

[S>[3:40((%)]0G0dhextlellstMoshe
toll countl thel firstbornsl ofll the
Tribes,0fromloned monthl ofllage
andblder,kolkthatltherelcanbelhn
officiall exchangell ceremonyll of
Leviyiml forl B'chorim.0 Moshe
countsl andl finds0 thatO therel are
22,273Db'chorim.

[P>[3:44[(B)]0AOmassO'redemption
oflithelfirstborns"lisdconductedlby
anll  exchangell offl 22,000
(non[b'chor)l Leviyim[ forl 22,000
firstld bornsl (nonlLeviyim)d andda
paymentl ofll fivel silverll sheqgels
eachll forll thell remainingl 273
firstbornsfolAharonlhndhislbons.

Thellexchangelbfltirstbornfhnimals
mentionedlin03:450refersOtolfirstd

bornl donkeysl andd NOTO kosher
domesticatedanimals,Owhichlmay
notObelredeemed.ORashillfurther
sayslthatlonelsheeploflhllevillcan
exchangelmorelthanloneldonkeyl
b'chorll(sinceltherelisInoImention
ofthburplus).

Sh'VII[IBeventh[Aliya
20[plsukim [t |

[P>[4:1 [l 6)]0ADsecondlcensusbof
Leviyiml is begunl withl the
countingll ofll thel familyl K'hat0 0
malesbetweenlthelhgesbflBOhnd
50.0ThisBvasthelworkforcelinlthe
Mishkan.OThelpeopleoflK'hatirst
waitedl for Aharonl toll enterl the
Mishkan,l removell thell Parochet
andlcoverlthellvesselswithlkpecial
cloths.Onlylthenlktouldvesselsbe
handledObylthelLeviyim.OElazar,
thelkonbtlAharon,waslpersonally
responsiblelforlthelbpecialbilsthnd
incenselbfltheMishkan.

[P>[4:17[¢4)]0 Thel TorahOwarns
thelkohanimlnotltolendangerlthe
peopleloflK'hatObylnotOproperly
preparinglforltheirthandlinglotlthe
mostkacredlvessels.

Thislparshalofl4p'sukimbslreread
fortheMaftir.

Haf¢aral25[g'sukim
Hoshei'a[2t |

Thell prophetl foreseesl thel day
whenl all unitedl andl prosperous
peoplell willl returnll toll Zion.
However,l hell nowl bringsl the
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messagelofllithelpeople'sdunfaithl
fulness,OtheirlembracinglofllBa'al
andOthelpunishmentlofllexilelthat
theylwilllsufferlbecauseloflit. 0But
justlasOGOdOledOthelpeoplelinlthe
wildernessliwhenOtheyll(we)lcame
outl ofll Egypt,0 Hel willl takel the
peoplelback,lhavingaban@doned
idolatry,0 asll GId'sD bride,0 in
righteousness,l lovingll kindness,
faithfulness.

Thel mainll connectionll between
sedrallandhaftara,0RabbilJacobs
z"l0 pointsl outl isl thel contrast
betweenlthelcounted,Onumbered
peoplel inl thel sedra,d andld the
innumerablell peoplel ofll Israel
referredfolbyHoshei'a.Midbarllis
althemelthatOoccurslinbothlkedra
andlhaftara.

Thel lastl p'sukim0 ofll thel haftara
beautifullylldescribelthelbetrothal,
sol toll speak, ofl GIAO withl Bnei
Yisrael.OHowlappropriateltoldread
oflthisfbnlburlAufruflSshabbatIthe
Shabbatlbeforelthel"wedding"lat
Sinai,OtheloccasiondonOwhichOwe
tookmutuallbathsByithOGd.

(This,0ofl course,0isOlessOaccuratel this
yeardTunlessllyoulsaylthatltheOShabbatl
Chatanll wasll madel all weekUl earlierl to
allowltheKallaltolbelpresent. ©)

‘DivreitMenachem
Thel] Book[] of(] Bamidbar,[] as[] it[] is
commonly(] called,Jactually has[ two
othermames. Theffirstlis"B'midbar"@and
thelother, foundlin[various references
in[the[ Talmud, lis["Chumash[ HaPikul]
dim"[from whichlevolvedthe English

title, "Numbers",Jal translation[ of[ the
Greek/term(with/the [same meaning.

"Bamidbar"derives[from[the[first sig[]
nificant term[in/thelopening[wversel[of
the book[(in[common[with[the other
bookslofltheBible).TIt[simplymeans,
"In[the[Wilderness", thus[lending[the
backdrop(tothe subsequentharrative.
Justias(themamelofthefollowingSefer
is[] "D'varim"[] rather(] than[] "Eleh
HaD'varim",[JasJwritten, Iso[lhere[Jthe
name(isfadaptedforeasy, if[somewhat
inaccurate,usage.

Inlcontrast, the term["B'midbar"lis[the
precisepronunciationofithe [(word/as/ it
appears(] in[] that(] first(] verse.[] The
sentence(] pans(] outl] as,[] "Vaydaber
Hasheml/lel[IMoshe[B'midbar([Sinai"[1[]
'And[Hashem!/ spokelto Moshe[in[the
Wilderness! ! ofl | Sinai'.[] Hence,[| in
essence, (] this(] title[ | is[| more[] exact.
Moreover, it Ishifts[1the lemphasis(Ito
Sinail Jand[Jthus(lanchors(Ithellvarious
incidents/andlinstructions(related/in/the
Book[in[lalimorelgrounded/ historical
context.

Thelllast(title[lis[lreminiscentofthe
"Mifkad"or[‘census[ described[in[ the
openingpagesofBamidbar. It Teminds
us/that,in[the wholelschemeof(things,
notlonlylis'eachlonelofuis[preciouslin
theleyes(of(G(d, but/dlsothat'eachlofus
counts/in/the/community,and(that/only
by(thel¢common, unified, [effortlcaniwe
reachlour(assigned/tasks/as/the(Chosen
Peoplelin/thisiworld.
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Following[lip[Cbn[Divreil Menachem
from[phgelI5...

Thelphrase[ftom[Which[theBook[ahd
its(first[dedralik [daken [ [(B'MIDBAR
SINAIL.COB'MIDBAROmeansOin[Clthe
wilderness[df.[The[stand[dlone[Mord
for[Th[the[Wilderness[i(s[BAMIDBAR.
Which[G$[the["correct"[damefbrlthe
sedral{and[Book)?[B'MIDBAR [heeds
the[word LSINAIUto LlcompleteLit.
Perhaps,[lthen, [IBAMIDBAR Liis[lthe
correctlsingleWordlnhme.Perhaps.

But[What[about[SH'MOT?[That[Hook
and[skedra's[dame[dlso[domes[ffom[d
phrase:[SH'MOT [B'NEILYISRAEL, [the
names of[dthe CIChildren ClofCIsrael.
SH'MOTO means the[d names [ of.
SHEIMOT [id[the[stand[aloneWordfbr
Names.[To[Beldonsistent, [the[skcond
and[fburthbboks(dfltheTorah[should
beldalled[SH'MOT [ahd[B'MIDBAR[dr
SHEIMOT [ahd[BAMIDIBAR.[Nlo[dne
(welthink) Hays[SHEIMOT. ButGvho
says[thingsbhveltd bk[cbnsistent.

Whatlabout[Phrshat PIKUDEI. Because
that[(3edra'sChame[tomes[rom[the
phrase [B'KUDEILHAMISHIKAN,the
reckonings[dflthe Mishkan.[MVhen[the
word[Istands[Chlone, it Clshould[Cbe
P'KUDIM.O Or should[1 it?2[0 And
P'KUDEI's[ihitial (DAGESHdrops[dut
becauselof[FILEHEIKUDEL.[Sb...

VEBBE/REBBE

TheBest'Way to
Spend Moneyon(Israel

QUESTION: [ have enough'money'to
buylanlapartment|inIsrael but I'do not plan
tollive(therelin'the near future. I ¢ould also
use! the money to"help| support_peopleor
programsin Israel. Which!is the preferred
wayto/fulfill yishuv Eret; Yisrael?

ANSWER: According(toalmost(all
opinions, [there(is @mitzvalihourfimes
tolive[J in(J Israel] (Yeshivat[] Eretz
Yisrael), (with [significantdiscussion
aboutwhether[itCis[from[the Torah
(Ramban,Additions fo[Sefer(HaMitz[]
vot,[Aseid)orrabbinicl(seeldiscussion
in[Rav[Yisraeli’s[JEretz[ [Hemdah[ 1,
1:4).[dnalldikelihood, lone (fulfills [this
mitzva by[beingla[permanent(tesident
ofl Israel, [Inot[JalltouristlorJeven[la
landowner[ Iwhol I visits(]often[](Shut
HaMabharit(II,(28).[Some [éven say [that
thelliving[must’belahormal, healthy
inhabitation (see(different/@pplications
in[ShutHaRashbash(2,Eretz Hemdah
op.[¢tit.[and[Amud[Hayemini[22).[In
any[case, none [ oflthe “options [you
mentioned'would [Jbe Ualfull fledged
mitzvaloflYeshivatEretzYisrael.

Therelis[alsecondpart[ofl the[iitzva,
whichl[ Ithel '/Ramban!I(op. cit.)[ Icalls
KIBUSHII(conquest),Ji.e.,[ 1to[lbring
Eretz[JYisrael Clunder Jewish[control.
Whileldoing[so bymilitaryldonquest/in
ourltimeswas Hotly/debated[duelto the
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Threel[ Oaths[(seel Ketubot[111aland
many/¢ontemporary[sources), [it[is all
but[imanimous(thatlitlis[a[mitzva to
obtain[¢ontrol By buyingland. This[is
the[basis[for[the famous(leniency for
Yishuv[Eretz[JYisrael Jofl[Jhaving[la
nonlJew ] draw[upJ on[] Shabbat[Ja
contractfor(Tand[in[TIsrael [(Gittin[8b).
However, [ this[] applies[] specifically
whenaJew buyslandlin [EretzYisrael
from[lallnon[Jew[](Rashi, Tad[lloc.;
Rambam, ] Shabbat([14:11;] Shulchan
Aruch, OrachChayim306:11).Similar
logicmay[lapply[ to[ buying[land[or
buildinglahomelin(areasWhereJewish
settlement(is[ hot[al given. However,
buyinglalhomelin[Rechavialisunlikely
tol¢ontain[that(élement[oflthemitzva.
Acquiring(ahome(from[a[Jew[in[order
tol ] enablel] aliyal] is[] all hechsher
(facilitation[ofTa)iitzvalofl Yeshivat
Eretz[] Yisrael,[J as(] arel[] steps[] to
strengthen [the [@bility[foTemainlin[the
Land[(ShutHaRashbashT).

ThelMatterCofl $supportingthe poorlin
Israellis Mot Brought [inlthe [poskim(as(a
mitzvall ofl] Yishuv(] Eretz[J Yisrael.
Rather, [ the [Sifreillderives [ from[the
pasuk( |dealing[ I within[Itheltzedaka
prioritiesI(relatives, [ neighbors, [etc.)
that[the[poor[in[ Eretz[ Yisrael[ have
precedence! over| thel poor! elsewhere.
Thel[IShulchan[Aruch[(Yoreh[De'ah
251:3)paskens|(this[precedence, Wwhile
the[Rambam/[does not[mention[it, for
somel reason. [ Thus, [ ifl one[wants[ to
giveoney [fbthe Israeli[poor, liemay
usel[ma’aser[money, Whichheshould
not[ldo“forJalIpersonal (mitzvalJlike
buying anlétroglor, for[thatmatter,a
home(inIsrael. [Helping[Someone(else

buylahiomelinIsraellsothattheylcould
afford(tolakelaliyalislhelping[them
with theirmitzvaland, @ccording/tothe
accepted[opinions, [is[a(legitimateise
ofC’ma’aser[money[(see[Living[the
Halachic[Process, vol. I} [F[4).

JustTbecauseSomethingis(not[afull’]
fledged mitzvaldoesnot[mean that[it
does[hotlhavelvalue. It is[certainly
laudable foWwant([fo[connectOneselfto
Eretz[Yisrael Bylowning(atiomehere.
It(is[somethingheldoes(for(his[Jewish
selfl] and[] from[] his[] own[] funds.
Supporting[different projectshiere may
bellatl lleast[ lal partial[ fulfillment[ lof
Yishuv[ Eretz[ Yisraell land [ lcan[ luse
tzedakalffunds.

Practically, ¢oncerningyour[dilemma,

itihakes(alot/oflSense fo[¢ombinethe

elements[as[follows.[Onelcanlbuyla

homelandHopeto’someldayroveinto

itl(makinglaliyaleasier)Lorlhaveltheir

children[movelintolit.[It[is[proper to

rent[it[ out[ in[ the‘meantime[ (rental

subsidies(for(the needylarelalwonder! |
ful [ form[ofltzedaka). In(this[way, not

only[Wwould[Israelil society[ gain[from

thelinfusion(ofl funds, [but[youlwould

avoid[the[ phenomenon/ ofl labsentee

homeowners[(especiallylin[Yerushalal’l
yim;[Jsee www.lightson.jerusalem.muni.il).

Thesefine[1JewsJunwittingly[Iraise

housingcostsandldrive Jewsoutlof
town, [therebylhurting[the day[folday

economy,[Jexacerbating [theTnational

housing[] shortage,[] and[] harming

demographics (includingfor municipal

elections).

Rav(DanielMann,[EretzIHemdahlnstitute
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FROMA MEASURE OF
BARLEY(TO

2 LOAVESIOF WHEAT [4]
by Dr. Meir Tamari

Therelare[twolcustoms[observed [today
during[S'firalthat[arehot[ Biblical [at
source[ and[ seem![to[ be[ quitel discon(]
nected[ from[the[ Omer[ofl Barley,[the
countingloflseven weeks, [and[the[Shtei
HaLechem[lon[the50th[day. Firstly,
therel ] arel] the[] mourning[] customs
connected [ Wwith[thelstudents ofT Rabbi
Akivalland[thenthereJare[ 'the[Icele!]
brationson[Lag[BaOmer[Jassociated
withR'[Shimon Bar[Yocha. [Althoughlit
may[seem [stretching [Somewhat, ‘hiever[]
theless, [ there[islalserious[ideological
connectionBetween(all(0fithem.

“Between[Pesachland[Shavuot[ 24,000
pupilsCofRabbilAkivalldied; [ this[Tis
becauseltheyldidmot(givelhonor(folone
another”J(Yevamot[162a).[1"Onl]Lag
BaOmer! they[ stopped[Idying” [ |(Tur).
Becauseloflthe(terribledoss foIsrael [of
thesel] great[] scholars,[] there[] arose
customs ] of ] mourning[ | during [ this
period. [ In[allCofl them, "although[ they
varyldccording(toriusach, lLag(BaOmer
interrupts [the[mourning[andmayléven
terminate[ it.[ Historically,[ thel terrible
destruction(oflthelglorious/dommunities
in[Ithe[]Rhineland[1by[the[ICrusaders
during[ Ithe[Iweeks[loflS'fira, Jis[Jan
additional reason for the ourning.

“What(led/these great/students0f[Rabbi
Akivaltolerrwith regards(tothemutual
honor(Jthat[Ishould[belaccorded[Ito
others? Now/ the teason! for[honoring
ones| fellowslisIbecause[weldiscernlin

them [ qualities[that[Wwel burselves[lack.
However, when(all([donsiderthemselves
absolutelylequalltherelis[ho[placelfor
honoring, as[forexample, between[the
various[organs[of’the HumanBodylsince
therelis[moladvantagelor[superiority to
onelvis(alvis[thelother.[In[that[tespect
oflassuming|absolutelequality[between
them, ] thesel] students[] erred[] since,
notwithstanding[each [Cone's [greatness
there[hevertheless (were[differenceslin
stature[ between[them, [thusnhecessitat[]
ingmutual honor” (ShemMiShmuel).

Thelquestion[is[Whylthis[$houldhave

occurred[during(the(period(0f(S'firaland

whatlis[the[connection[to[LagBaOmer

that[shouldhavelcaused the cessation

ofTtheplague?(In[theChassidiclschool

of[P'shischaltheyl saw[the answers[in

thel¢onflict[betweenlindividualismand

the[demands[and[benefits[d6f[¢commun/]
ity[nation.Pesach[withlits[Sedermight,

Korban[Pesachleatenlinlonelhouselby

preltegistered ‘members, and[alZodiac

signl] of[] the[] lamb[] which[] grazes,

congregates/andmoves[in ¢lose[flocks

is[ the[ epitome[ ofl family/community[
nation. However, [ lyar,[ the month[fin

whichJmost[CoflIS'firalJoccurs[Jis[the

month(oflthelindividual [Symbolized by

the[Ox [that( grazes[widelyldispersed in

herdsl] without! shepherds.[! S'firat

HaOmerlis[¢ounted (byleachlindividual

separatelyl land [ lunlike[ many[ brachot,

cannot[be(fulfilled[on Behalfloflothers.

Egalitarianism often(leads to [patterns of
socialbehavior(that/disparage the worth

oflthe[individual Jand [Jthis'was[Ithe

sourceoflthelack [ofimutual(tespect by

theselgreatischolars.

By(lLagBaOmermostofltheS'firaldays

OUlIsraellCenter(rTb56 <= 14 S=([rhe[Bamidbarlim'vorchim)b771lssue



are[Jover[Jand[the[Ispiritual [light[Jof
Shavuot(can(dlready/belglimpsed[in/the
samel wayl s one[ passing[ throughl'a
tunnellis[dble(toseelightlévenwhenhe
only[begins[to approachlitsCend. The
sign[JoflISivan[lis[ ' Twins[Idenoting[a
balance[between[thelindividualism[of
Bikurim[J brought[] byl eachl] farmer
individually[ and[ the communallégalil’l
tarianism CofCShteiHaLechem Cwhich
permitted luseJof mew[ wheat[lin[the
national [Templeservice.[ISo on[Lag
BaOmer[the[plaguelJoflthe istudents
ceased.

Thel centrality[ lofl Rabbil Shimon[bar

Yochaillto[the[]celebration of ] Lag

BaOmerl seems( tol reflect[ al relatively

modern[ changel in[Ireligious[ thinking

that[downplays and[minimizes[nation[]
alism[and[ statehood.[ Previously, bon[]
fireswere/lit, (mot[for[thelyartzeit[oflthe

Sage(but(rather(as(almemorial ‘of(those

litCto[Jwarn[JoflJapproaching[JRoman

troops[during[the[ Great[Revolt[before

70[C.E.[and[during[the later battles[of

Bar[Kochba.[Thel custom[of_playing

with[bows(andlarrows[Wwas[inhonorlof

‘to[teach[thesons[ofl Israel[to[hold

weapons’.

Thel¢ommon(depiction of[Shimon[Bar
Yochaillivinglintheldaveis[perhapsthe
ultimate éxample[oflthel currenthegal
tionlofinationalism(and(statehood(ds an
integral[part[oflJudaism. [It(is fruethat
Rabbil] Shmon[]Bar[] Yochaillwas[a
spiritual [leader, [great[ 1Jewish[ mystic
and[authorof(the[Zohar, the [fext(book
oflourmysticism. [It,[however, [is[a[$in
oflomission, [folteach [thatheWwasin the
cavelseeking[]spiritual[]elevation[]or
mystical meditation. Rather(the[fruthlis

thatlin thodern[fermsBarY ochailwas(a
strong [ right[wing[ political nationalist
activist.[ He ‘was[ hiding[ in[ the[ cave
simply[becausethe [Romans [persecuted
him[forlhis stronghational [utterances
and(his[publicldefianceofltheir foreign
rule.

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
BAMIDBAR

Myl Teacher,[MylFather

IttwasNovember,[1938.[Dark¢louds
werelgatheringllover(iall of[ Europe,
and(] particularly[] over[] the[] Jewish
communitieslin[countriesTlikePoland
and(Lithuania.[Althoughfewforesaw
thelhorrificCextent[of theHolocaust
that[layrahead,everyoneknew(that
thoselJ communities] werel] in[J very
graveldanger.

Oneman,alteacherCandleaderof
thoselcommunities,[foundhimself(in
theUnitedStates[at[that[auspicious
moment.[Hewas[preparingforeturn
toChislresponsibilities’back homerlin
Eastern] Europe,[] particularly[l to
returnftorhisistudentsratithelfyeshiva
helledithere.

HisOfriendsOandOsupportersinCOthe
United([ States[pleaded withhim[hot
tolreturn.(l[personally wasl[privileged
toCknow[oneofthosefriends, Mr.
Charles(Fogel,[lwho(limplored!ithis
leadertotemainlin(the(safety oflthe
United] States.[1 Hell steadfastly
refused. "I[belongwith[myltalmidim,
with[my(discipleslin(thelyeshiva",lhe
insisted.

Thisll leader's ] namel] wasl] Rabbi
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Elchonon(]Wasserman 4", himself
thelforemostdisciplelof(the[Chofetz
Chayim,thelgreatsagelofipreWorld
Warlll'Europe, (withftwhom(you,[dear
reader,[1 may[] bel] familiar(] from
previouseditions CofPersonLinthe
Parsha.Rav[Elchonon,‘ashelwas
known(] tol] hisl] manyl] followers,
alreadyhadmanylraccomplishments
torhisleredit, lincluding[several major
published worksland ‘commentaries
onithelTalmud.

ButRav[ Elchonon's( corel prideland
joylwaslthelyeshivalhelcreatedfor
earlyteenagelyoungsters, preparal’
tory[ItolltheirCJgoingon[1tol]higher
institutesJof(JJewish(Ilearning.[1The
yeshivalwasknownlbylthehamelof
theJtown(linCwhichitTwasClocated,
Baranovitch.

Rav[ElchononTlinsisted[uponileaving
thelIsafellhavenllinwhichhe[Tthen
foundhimselfTinCorder tolreturnito
that[yeshivallandtothosellyoungl]
sters.[Helsaid, "l[am(theirfather,and
theylaremyrchildren. Afatherfdoes
notf@bandonrhisichildren."

What(] was[] thel[] sourcel] of(] Rav
Elchonon'sTstrongfeelings?Herhad
childrenCofChisCown, someloffwhom
werel]lostllinl] the] Holocaust, | and
somel offwhom[survived[tobecome
teachersJand(leaderslof(Jallfuture
generation."Why[was[heltonvinced
thatlthelstudentsrofrhislyeshivaiwere
nolless(children oflhisthan(the ones
whowere'hisTealloffspring?

Thelanswerl(toltheselquestionslisito
bel] found(1in[] this[] week's[] Torah
portion,[Bamidbar.[lhote, (parenthet]
ically, thatwith[this[week's columnl

beginmy(thirdyearroffwritingPerson
inCtheJParsha.Jllbeganisubmitting
thesellweeklylessays(]exactly1two
yearslagolthisiweek, and(lthankall
oflyoulforfollowing[thisCcolumn,for
your_constructive feedback, and( for
sharingl] my(] ideas(] with(] others,
especiallywithCOJyourTJown D families
aroundthe[8habbosl(table.

"Theserareltheloffspringlof Aharon
andOMosheOatOthe OtimeOthat JGd
spokelto Moshelon Mount[ Sinai..."
(Numbers(1 3:1).00 Al simple[] verse
indeed;"solimuchIsolthatyou, ’my
carefulreader, UmightCwonderwhat
homileticlispin[icanbellgiventollso
straightforwardraiverse.

ItTisCherewherelthelwordsIofllan
evenlimorellvigilant[readerarelIso
insightful. [That["reader", of[ course,
is(nonelotherthan[Rashi,[(whol[notes
thatralthoughrouriversepromisesio
listitheloffspringloflbothCAharonrand
Moshe, ConlyCAharon'sCoffspringare
enumerated.Peruseltheltestloflthe
chapterlas(scrupulouslylasyoulwish,
andlyoulwill(find'homentionlofl the
descendantsiofiMoshe.

Rashi's(] answer(] is(] deepl] and
powerful:"Mosheltaught(Torahtolthe
descendantsCofCAharon.[Thatmade
themrhis[descendants,holless(than
theldescendantsCof(theirCbiological
ancestor, JAharon.JInCJRashi'sCJown
words, [ "Hel'who! teaches( Torah[to
hisffriend'schildTisTconsidered by
ScriptureJtoIbeJalparentofJthat
child."

Rav[Elchonon([took thoselwords[to
heart, land(1he[Jfelt[Jforhis[Idistant
students, [ threatened(] by(] Hitler's
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clutches,whatlalfatheriwouldfeelfor
his(children.'Remainingbehindlinfa
securel sanctuarywhilehis[ children
werellinCmortalldangerwas[lincon(]
ceivabletorhimCandl completelyout
of(thelquestion.[And(so, helteturned
to[Europelandmetrhis ultimate(fate
infthe[Kovnorghettoratitherhandsrof
the[Nazilmurderers.

Aslpowerfullasthislstorylis,therelis
alfootnotelwhichlITwasIpersonally
privileged(tohear from[one ofthose
students, my[Jown[Ispecialteacher,
my[ Rebbe,7 whol] survivedl] the
Holocaustandleventually didmake
hisDOwaytothe JUnited UStates. [His
namel) was[J Rav(] ShmuellJ Dovid
Warshavshik, (of(blessedmemory.

Whenrthelstory[ofT"RavElchonon's
heroismwas(told,[myRebbelwould
tellCusthatCasUCmagnificentJas[that
heroismiwas, it'wasronlypartofithe
story.[JTherestofJthestory,(IRav
ShmuelDovidwould[say,[was[ that
"we, teenageboyswholwerelstuck
alonelinCBaranovitch, knew[that"he
wouldJreturn.[JWe[were[labsolutely
certainthathewouldnotlabandon
usland(thatlhelwould(riskhis(life[to
rejoinfus. Wel knew[ hel considered
himselffafather,fandiwe feltthatway
towardhim.Welwerelhis[children."

ThisTisthelsecretloflargreatteacher.
ThisOisOtheJrootofJ allJauthentic
pedagogy.[ I Thellability[1tollinstill[lin
one's[studentsithesenselthatthey
arelcaredforlbythelteachernolless
than(childrenCarecared(for byl their
parents.[StudentsWholareLconfident
inCtheirCteacher'sCiconcernCforCtheir
well(beinglare capablelof(thekind of
learning(that(typifiedthestudentsof

thoselyeshivotiofrold.

Itlis[altareteacherthat has(that(gift.
Rav Elchononwasonelof(them.But
Rashirassuresusthat,"atleastto
somelextent,Malllwholteachranother
person's(child[Torah" have(the(gift[of
becomingralteacheriparent.

ICcloselthisCstory,land(this[teaching
from[today'sTorahCportion,withJa
reflectionfonwhat[might.seemtolbe
aldifferent(topic(entirely,the topiclof
resilience.[] Therel[]is[] much(] being
writtenlinthecontemporarypsychol]
logicallliteratureabout"whatmakes
forresiliencelin(people.Whylis(it that
somellindividualscanCJendurelgreat
trauma, whilelothers(falllapartiunder
lessiseverelstress?

Onelof(thelsurprising(findings(isthat
individuals[] who( grow[ ] up(]tol] be
resilient] personsl] werel] childhood
beneficiaries[ of[ peoplelin(theirllives
who(] werel] not[] necessarily[] their
parentsloricloselrelatives, butrather,
mentorsJorCJrandomJacquaintances
who,even(for(brief(periods, showed
them(] sincere] concernl(] and(] gave
them welllintentionedJ encouragel’
ment.

Thell students(] of(1 men(] like[] Rav
Elchonon,and(lspeak(of(those(who
survivedltheHolocaust, Wweremen[of
great(iresilience.1TheJonesTwho Tl
havelbeenlabletolinterview attribute
that[tesiliencetotheirimasterandto
thelsenselof"hisTmakingthem feel
special.

Fewloflus,perhapshonelof us, are
capablelof(theheroismlandisensitiv]
ity(of(Rav(Elchonon.[But alllofus(are
capableloflfoccasionallyapproaching
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alyoung(personlinour(synagoguelor
communityJandrIgivinghimJorTher
words(] of( ] sincerel ] encouragement.
Youll never(l know.[] Youll mayll be
contributingtothatyoungperson's
eventual(resiliencetothelchallenges
ofthislorherfuture.

Parents mustbelteachers.[Teachers
canlbelparents.[1WellallTlcanl1be
teachers.

Praying@ithPassion

Givinglohore[meaningtb [QurMfillah[e]
One[Week[ataTime
Excerptedand(teprintedwith permission of the author

P'sukeild'Zimra:
ASHREI
Livinglin[Hashem’s[Kingdom
079239 e TNIDPH 7D
D923 oy oY poTiny AT

| ."lm:'?@ 1717 79299
Meaning:kdanslation...

Of[the[glory[df Yourlkingdom
they Mill speak, ahd[df Your[power
they Will[téll. Mo [idform (human [Beings
of HisLiightyldeeds,[dndthe
glorious[splendorlof Hislkingdom.

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofitheprayer

Running[the[Kingdom

Hashem’s[lawless[tunningLofLévery
aspect[Jof[lcreation [lexpresses [ His
uniquelpbwer.

Insight: Deeperlmheanings...

The[Majestyldfithe[Whole

Thisirst[Verselin[this[$ection Lbf
ASHREI [bkgins[with[MALCHUT'CHA,
Your[ kingdom[] and[] ends[] with
G'VURAT'CHA,LYour[lpower.[1The
next[verse,[lhowever,[begins[lwith
G'VUROTAV, HisLhighty [deeds[dnd
endsWithMALCHUTO,Riskingdom.
Thelheaning[dflthis[deversal[dan[Be
derivedfdom[the fdllowing[allegory:

ALltommoner[vasLinvitedlinto[the
home[bf[d[Very[Wealthy Cindividual.
When[Heldntered[the[Wealthy[rhan’s
home,[lhe[wasLimpressed[by[khe
expensive[]paintings,[Jartifacts[]and
exquisite[drnaments[drrangedih [the
foyer[dflthe[mhansion.[Then,[When[He
was [Ushered[ihto[the [dext[doom,[He
wasloverwhelmed bl [the [vision [af [vhst
heaps[bf[gold,Silver[AndCdiamonds.
However, [ahly When hk[cbntemplated
the[totality Ldf[dhe [vealth Ldvhich[Che
witnessedin[khe[mansion[did[he
become[awestruck By [the[sum[tbtal
oflthe[man’sfithmenselwealth.

ThelcbnceptafMELUCHAIS[the[siim
total [df[all (the [dctivities [df[aldountry
under[its[Ring[dnd[the[doordination
between[them.[orhe[Wwords[K'VOD
MALCHUT'CHA, thell gloryd of
Hashem’s[kingdom,[éxpressLddmiral]
tion[dnd[dppreciationfor[thedheer
breadth[] of ] the[] activities[ ] under
Hashem’s[Llcontrol.L1Then, Ciwhen[la
person[tomes[tol tealize[ the[ flaw[]
lessness Livith Lvhich (Hashem [ddmin [
isters[Hlis[dontrol,[He[domes[tb[grasp
and[dppreciate[fhat[His[kingdom ik
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aptly[described[ds[G'VUROTAYV, His
mighty [dkeds.

Furthermore,[When[Human[Heings[ih []

form[dtherslrkgarding[His[[Hashem's]
mighty[] deeds,[] L'HODI'AL] LIVNEI
ADAMIG'VUROTAV, [they[rtalize[that
theselatelnbtliddividual, ihperfectlatts
of[pbwer[ikelthe attsofalhliman king.
Rather, [Hashem’s[nighty Ldeeds[dre
awelinspiringlahdlcbmprehensive [IHis

kingdom[dncompassesl[Iiterally [dvery[]

thing[ih[CTreation.[Dnce[Weldomeltb
that[stage[df[dur[dealization,[Weldre
able[] to[] reflectl] back [l and [ fully
comprehend] UCHVOD[J] HADAR
MALCHUTO, [thelglorious[splendor[of
His[(Ringdom [{The[Alter from[Kelm,
citedlid Thllelei[Orosah Mefila, [pl 1 63).

Visualize:
Images[thatbring[the [plrayer [t [ife

"I'llTake[@areldf[Bverything"

The[Bosenfamily Was [thoving[tb [Bretz
Yisrael. dTheir[1“to[do” OlistClseemed
endless.[However,[the Zto[do” [iHems[ih
Americalwere[ht[leastlUImanageable.
Packing,[] selling[] their[] house[] and
unwanted[flirniture, [ghthering[decessary
documents[andCmedicalCrecords[hll
tookime, (but[vith Corganization[dnd
persistence,[iflcbuld[all bk [done.

On[theDother Cside CofCthe Clocean,
however,[there[Was[ds[thuch[dr[thore
tol[do:[Schoolsfbrthe[dhildren;Edew
house;[jbblihterviews[dnd[thuchlthore.
It[Cdeemed Limpossible o[ deal Wvith [4ll
that[ffom[alldistance, [ahd[getlit[done[ih
timefor[themove.[Mhelcbuple Began[tb
feel [allslirge[dflpanic[ahd[doubt[ak[their
moving[datelgot[dloser[And[do[Mnuch

remained[td B [skttled.
“|[don’tkhow [What[tb[db”,[Mrs.[Rosen

told[Her[Sister,[Who[Had [Been ivinglih
Eretz[israel for Lnany [years. [ There
are[dozens[df[dhings[do[fake[dare[ df,
and[IIdan[dnly[deal With[dne[ak[dltime
from[Here.[My[Hebrew[isn't[do[gdood,
the[timeldifference[lills (Half[the[day...
it's[idnpossible!”

“Give[mhe[the [ist[ahd I [thke [chre [dflid

all”,[Her [sister [dffered.[I’'m[right[here. ]
know[What[jouldeed[dnd[Il dpeak[the

language.[Ildan[put[it[dll[dogetherfor

you.Mouljustlphck.”

Onelchn[Well[ihagine[the[glatitude[that
welled[upUin[khe[beleaguered [ Mrs.
Rosenlubon(hkaring[Her[sister’s[dffer. (11
was[like[d[dhiracle![Theldntire[Juzzle,
from [tbp [tb[Hottom, Would[He [putifto
place, Iéaving[dothingfbr [Mrs.[Rosen[tb
worry[aboutldxceptbrlthel[things[that
werelih[her[directCéontrol.[Likewise,
Hashem’s[grandeur3hould[évokeldur
awe[dnd[gratitude, for [(He[[puts[it3ll
together” [fbr[us.[Weldo [dur[hishtadlus,
and[He [rlins[thelehtireWorld.

Excerptedith[permissionflom Gold

from[the[land(df{I$rael
ANew[Dghtldnthe Weekly Portion[flom
the[Writings[off
Rabbi[Abraham[I$aac[HaKohenKook
by Rabbil[@hanan[Morrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, [lem[INY[¢]
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

Flagsldflllovelih[the[Desert
Adapted[fdlom[MidbarShur, [pp.24-25

Throughoutltheirttavelsid[the[desert,
the[ldraelites[Werelcbmmanded[tb[skt
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uptheirténtsatoundtdibal flhgs:

ThelI$raelites[shallldncamp [With[dach
person[dear[the[Banner[darrying[Bis
paternal (family’s[ihsignia.[They[3hall
encamp[atlaldistancelaloundlthe[Dhel
Moed((Bamidbar212).

Whats[theCkignificance[bf[ khese
banners?[1TheldMidrash ] (Bamidbar
Rabba[213) [shys[thatlthelidspiration for
the[Banners[dame[from [Mount[Sinai.
Twenty[tWo [Ithousand[chariots[lof
angels,[ehch[oheldeckedloluitWith [flhgs,
attended[the[Revelation[df[the Torah.
ThelBraelites[immediately[desired[tb
have [flhgs justlike[theahgels,ahd[God
agreed.[This[tequest[dor[flags,[ the
Midrash[teaches, [i$ [describedih [Shir
HaShirim[(2:4):[(fHe[Broughtlihe o
the[Wine[hbuse,[ahd[His[Banner[dver
melidldve.”

From[the[Midrash[Welunderstand[that
banners[drelate[JtoCdsome[inherent
characteristic[df[ahgels, [though [not[df
people.[But[ve[drelleftivith Linany
questions.[MVhy[do[angels[Bear [flags?
Whyl[dbeslthelvkrselrkfertd [Slnailas[al
“wine[house”?J Anddwhatis[(Jthe
connection[Ibetween[banners[Jand
love?

TheSpecialized[Servicelaf{Angels

Accordingltb[the[Zohar,[the[Hanners
of [dhe four[dnajor[dncampmentsL{in
each[direction:[north,[sbuth, [ehst[ahd
west) [dorresponded[tb[the[fbur[sldes
or[Haces” [df[dhe[dupernal[Merkava
(chariot)dind Yechezkeil’sLImystical
vision.

Since[(these[four[‘faces” [ lepresent

fundamental(Divine[Chttributes,&ach
encampment[telated[do[d[particular
divinelgliality.

Before[Welchn[elplain[the[mheaning[df
the[flags[hnd[their[tonnection[to
angels, [We[mhust[first[understand[wWhat
an[angelis.CdThe[[JHebrew[word
MAL'ACHLI literally (] means
“messenger.”[An[ahgel[i$[dssentially [l
Divine[thessen[[Ber[theant[tb [fLlfill (4
specificCImission.[JAn[Jangel Ckcannot
perform[d[task, inportant[though [it
may [Ibe, [lotherthanClthe Cspecific
mission [fdr which itlwas[designated.

Now[Weldan[Better[dnderstand[dhe
function[df(thelahgels’[(flags.[A [Banner
proclaims[h[Histinctive [functionLbr
trait.[Fach[dngel,Llimited[fo[ 4 [Yery
specificlalealdf[Divinelskrvice,[chrries
itslawn [distinguishingfThg.

These[flags[ may[ be[ kompared[ko
military [uhiforms, Wherelthe [dressahd
insignialihdicate[d [oldier’sLdnit[dnd

assignment.

Human [Bkings, [dn [the [dtherbhnd, [ale
notUimited[fo[ServingLGodlinLbne
particular[hanner.[Dur[Divinelinage
encompasses/[all[spiritual [shbheres[(ee
Nefesh[(HaChayim[1:10).[For s, [
banner[i$[tbo[destricting;[it[does[dot
reflectlolr[ttuelspiritual leksence.

Nonetheless, [the Jéwish [people[shw(id
the[angelicCIbanners[Jof[JSinailJan
inspiring[sight[that[appealed[tb[them,
albeitfid[alnbn[dbligatory way.

Every[person[Bas[dpecialltalents[dnd
interests,[ ] based[d] on[] individual
characterraits[dnd[his[Houl’sCihner
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root.[Weldre[dot[limitedGh[derving
Godlid[this[phrticular [Way,[But[welale
certainly[hore[lidclined[tbwards[those
activities[fbr[Which [We [Have[aldatural
proclivity.[Ebrlekample, [alkind (Hearted
personlinay[doncentrate[dn[derving
God[With[Chcts[bf[ L tompassion[And
chesed;[alstrong[Willedliddividual, With
acts[dfldourage[ahd[sklf[shcrifice;[and
soloh.

TheJewish[people[desired[flags[Tike
thoselthe[dngels[Bore[dt[Sinai.[They
wanted[dvery[ihdividual [tb [He [able[tb
chooseldn[AspectLdf[Divine[Service
that[sbits [His [gersonality, [list[ak [dach
angelldxecutes[dlspecific[flinction, [ds
defined by [his[fhg.

TheWine[House

It[Snbw [clear Why [thelvkrselrkfers td
Mount[Sinaildas[Jal1“wine[house.”
Drinkinginelrtleasesouridhibitions,
revealing[durlihner[dharacter.[Th[the
words[of[dhe[Talmud[{Eiruvin[65a),
“Winelénters,[decrets[émerge.” [JEd.
note:[dhe[dumeric[¥alues LofLYAYIN
(wine) [ahd[SOD [($ecret) [ale[Hoth[the
same,[70.](ThelIkraelites[énvied[1he
beauty[hndLjoy [ they Lwitnessedin
Divinel[skrviceldflthelahgels.[Thelrbot
oflthis[dleasantness[lies[ih [the [ihnate
affinity [dhe [dngels[feel [dowards[their
service.[Hach[ahgel[daturally [identifies
with[ils [particular [ohission.[The Jéwish

peoplelsbught[tduhcoverlahdlemphall

size[] everyl] individual's[] personal
strengths, [ih[the[shme[Way [that[Wine
liberates[And[highlights[Cbne’sLinner
characteristics.

This[ihdividualized [Morship,[However,

only[appliestdthelsérviceldflthe hkart
and[thel[dharacter[ttaits.[The[Banners
reflectLourHeelingsLdf[Tove [And by
when[skrving[God[THis[Banner[dver
melid[dve” MTButlthe[Banners(alelnot
directly[connected[JtoLkthe[kervice
itself.[(Within[the[ftamework[df[Torah
study[dnd[Practical [hitzvot, [dherel[i}
nolheedFor[CMdistinctive [forms Clof
service.[There[lfbre,do[Hannersflew
over[the[dentral(Ohel[Moed[Where
the[Luchotl(thelstoneltablets[Withthe
Ten[LCommand[Iients)[Werekept,
sincelthe[Torah[ahd[ifs[mhitzvot[rklate
equallyftd @l sbuls.

Shortofleviyim

Thelskatistics[don’t[skem bgical:[FAIl
the[Omale[Levites...[were[122,000”
(Bamidbar[d] 3:39).01 InJ al] people
numbering[600,000 [([Tahd[that[chay [He
withoutCWomen[And Cthildren, Cvho
would[Have[Brought[the[total Ldp[do
two LiillionCdrLinore[1Thow[ ¢ould
there[be[ o few[ Levites?[We[ tan
ignorefbr[the[homent[the[fhct[that
elsewherelih[the[dhapter[the[llevites
add[up[tb[a[fiirther[threeHundred;[ih
ourDderse[the[TorahLthay Ldimply [Be
givinglubalrbundffigure.

RambanOlinkskhisClverseCwith[Ckhe
openinglchapter[df[Sh’mot[Which[shys
thatlthe[morelthe[Egyptianslappressed
the[DSraelites, [the [thore[the[Iiraelites
increased.The[[kvites, however, Were
not[Jenslaved, Jand[ltheir Clnumbers
increasedmuch[moreklowly.
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This[id[dflcburselalchapter[id (the ldng
history Laf[Jewish[demography[Which
inevitably [Has [tb [thke [@ccount[dflthe
influenceLofCdutside[factorsLodn[the

growth [and[decline [df[Jéwish [Hopula[]

tion[figures. Looked [at[ftom [the [point
of Miew[df[doday’s [Jewish World[the
effect[dflihternal fctors[mhust[alsoBe

considered.[There[ds[the [major 1]

external {ITproblem[of[khe (osses
caused(bly[the[Holocaust.Therelis[the
[[BExternal {[Hroblem[df[the[dffect[df
urban[ving, Which [dends [do [Ldeduce
theChumber[bfLthildren[born[1o[3
family.[J There[d are[d the[d internal
influencesl] of[] assimilationl] and
outmarriage,[ ] andJ the[d positive
response[df[@rthodox[éwishlcbuples
whobklieve[sb [phssionately[id [Juidaism
that[they[dre[determined[tb[Build ldp
theldwishlpbpulation.

Maharalldnlthe[Sedra

Moshe[GivesBirth
to[Aharon's€hildren

Bamidbar 3| [ITheselatelthelgkner[]

ations[df[Aharon[@nd[Moshe[dn[the
day[Hashem[3poke[With[Moshe[bn
Mount[Sinai.

Rashi: Since[Moshelthught[Aharon's
children[T orah,[he[ik[donsidered[to
have[Bornelthem,dnd[this[(Began[dn
theldhy [Hashem [spoke [td [him [at Sinai.

Gur[Arye:[Rashilds[ tompelled[to
explain[the[deferenceltb [timelih[the
verse,[the[day[that[Aharon's[dhildren

becamel] considered] as[] Moshe's.
Otherwise,[] how[] does[] Hashem's
speaking[telate[to[ the[fest[ bf[ the
verse! [disftd [téll [uk [that[elen[téaching
onelday[drLdnelthinglik[énoughlto
make [him[cbnsideredbhvingbbrnelthe
student. [Hlsb, hy[single [dut[Aharon's
children? CAllILdf[Israel Was [thught [By
Moshe[Ithey[should[all[Belcbnsidered
hisLdhildren![(The[differ [Bnce[it[that
Hashem[ specificallyl] commanded
Mosheltb[tkach[Torah[tbthe[deople
of [drael[[D'varim[4t 1 4] [ahd[theTorah
was[given[specifically fbr[[krael. [t
were[dot[fbr[the[geople,[the[Torah
would [not[have [Been[given[tb Moshe.
But[ble [thught[Aharon's[children[ohore
onlhis[bn[hccount,[beyondwhat
Hashem[cbmmanded(him,[ahd fbr [this
helidlcbnsidered(tbhhvebbrnelthem.

Colwnn Darepareduag [VDI‘. D/}’Zod}ze K e

DrKuhr(idithe lithor[df[Ton[Qub [ofPrague
[[Genesis.[The [dextMolume[dn [Bxodus[and
Leviticus[id[id [pkess.

HYRAX

InChonorbflthe[ Book[And[kedral bf
Bamidbar, We[presentlaldesertlchammal...
a.k.a.[dassie[dr[dock[dabbit... small[flirry
mammal...[Iboks Hike@Aldobust,[dversized
guinealpig... stumpyldoes[lvith[hooflike
nails...[bottoms[of[Ithe LfeetLhave[la
rubbery[texture[ ko[ hssistCinCEklimbing
steep[Fock[burfaces[hnd[trees... rock
hyrax[has[Yellowish Cor[Cgrayish [brown
coat...[theylive[ih[cblonies [df[50[dr [sb i
natural C¢revicesLdf[ tocksLbr[bolders...
spend[their Cinornings [$unbathing, [ then
shortUexcursions[lto[feed.[1They[eat
quickly ith [the Family [group [facing[dut
from[A[tircle[4o[Watchor[potential
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predators...

SefirattHa'Omer:[Howito

MakeEachiDayliCount!
Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim[Sprecher
DeanlbflStudents,[DiasporallY eshiva

RabbilK.R.[Hirschlbxplainslthat[Befirat
Ha'OmerltonnectstCHEIRUTIHAGUF
ofll Pesachll withl CHEIRUTI HA
NEFESHIbflBhavuot.[Tolbelphysically
freelhndlhotltolknowlwhatltoldolwith
one'sllifellislhotltruellfreedom.0Onelis
stillllalklavelltolhisY EITZERIHARA.
Thatll isl whyll Shavuotll isll called
ATZERET,ElimaxbflPesach,because
onllShavuotwelreceivedlthell Torah,
whichDvaslthelhimlhndlburposelbflthe
Exodus.HOn0Pesach,1GM0tookDIsrael
outllofllslavery;lonlShavuot,lHelltook
slaverylbutldflisrael.

SefirattHa'Omerlbommands[lisiolinake
timel count.l Thelwordd USFARTEM
comesll froml thell wordll SAPIRD [
sapphire.[Eachlliayl§houldlbeltherished
likelh[preciousBapphire.

Thell countingll linksll thell physical
freedoml ofll Pesachl toll thell spiritual
freedoml ofll Shavuot.ll Thereforell the
birthbfludaismvaslinliwolitages:

DthellExoduslfromEgyptIl Yetzi'at
Mitzrayim’,[ ford whichll well celebrate
Pesach;lfollowed[fiftyllayslaterlby

2)lthellGivinglloflthelTorahMatan
Torahl[Revelation[htBinai),Forlwhich
well celebratell ‘Shavuot’;[ together
formingll  thell foundationll  and
establishmentlbflihelewishlpeoplelhslh

nationl (seell Sh'motl] 19:56;[ D'varim
26:16[019).0Thislwaslbestlkxpressedlin
thelklassicallktatementlby[Rav[Saadia
Gaon,ll(c.09000C.E)I(Emunotlv'de'ot
3:7)0“WellarellaNationlonlylbylour
Torah” ImeaninglthatDwelhrelhlhation
notlbylthelkharinglbflhlkommonland,
language, [historylbrltulture,[btc.lhslhre
aIIitherﬂlations,m)utm)yﬂheﬂmiqueness
oflhavinglbeenlgivenlGH slaw.

ThelKabbalistsltelllLiskhatlthell7Dweek
interiml periodll betweenl Pesachll and
Shavuotlhaslallsymboliclcharacterlof
ChollhaMoed,ll thell interimll days
betweenll thell firstll andl lastl daysl of
Pesachll itselfll (Rambanl toll Vayikra
23:36;[Rab.[ Bachyallibid:[16).0 This
means[that[PesachlhndBhavuotlhrelhot
simplyltwolbeparatelholidays,[butlthey
arelinlhlieeperliensellikelihelbeginning
andl thell endl] ofl] onell andl thell same
holiday.[Howlislthislolbellinderstood?

ThroughoutllTanachllandllChazalll(the
Rabbislofllthell Talmudiclperiod),lthe
relationshiplofllHashem[to[thellewish
peoplellslbomparedlhllegoriallylfolthat
ofthusbandlhndlvife,lhsOvelknowlFrom
Shirll HaShirimll whichll well readl] on
Pesach.0ThellProphetlYirmiyahulsays
(2:2),IThuslsaysOGIH,Oilremember-. ..
thyllovelhslhlbride,OvhenlthoulHidstlko
afterlMellin0thelwilderness...”0In0the
Mishnall Taanit(4:8),[thelbhrasell‘yom
chatunato”l(SH"S,03:11),0thelldaylof
His{GH’s)(marriage, lislkeferredtolhs
yom[Matan[rorah,[thelHaylbflEhavuot.
SollPesachllwasllthellbetrothall(erusin)
andBhavuotlvaslthelnarriagel{nesuin)
withlthelhaturallberiodlbflyearninglin
between.ll Thisll ideall goesll further.
Pesachllis thell timell when[ thell Jews
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separatedlthemselveslfromlthelsheep
(seh)lworshipedlbyMitzraim(Sh'mot
8:22),laslforlexample,todaylthelkow
islkonsideredlksacredltolthelHinduslin
India).0ThelMishnallShabbat[D: 1)kays
thatlidols,lavodallzarall(a"z),[havellthe
tum'ahll [0 defilementl ofll nida,|:| a
menstruantlvoman [Alhidallnustltount
sevenlldayslbeforellimmersingllinlthe
mikvall(rituallbath)0forl herltaharall[]
puriﬁcation,ﬂtoﬂherﬂwusband.ﬂSo,Dhere
too,[hfterlthellewsllejectedlldolatrylbn
Pesach,theylheededlkevenlweeks[{not
justldays,lbecausellthislwas[lallwhole
people)bfitountingliolbecomelpurified
tolhcceptlthellTorah.IAndlthen(theylHid
thellritualllimmersionlMtevila,Jtolbe
purifieddforIMatanliTorah,lhs[ktated[lin
thell Gemara, [l (Yevomotl146b).0 These
thenlhrelthellwolpartsibflthelbeginning
ofll Judaism,l thell finalll Covenant
betweenll Gl and His[ peoplel M His
Nation,lallegoriallyllcomposedlofllthe
betrothalll andll marriage,l Pesachll and
Shavuot, [l with[l thell interiml period
connectingliheliwo.

OnllPesach,wellbringllthelsacrificellof
thell Omerll froml barleyll (seorin),
basicallylhnlhnimallfood.On[Bhavuot,
welbringllthelKorbanlIShteillHal ehem
(twolBreads),fromlwheatl(chitin),[the
basiclFood[btaplelbflhumanlbeings,[hot
animalsliMishnallSotall1 4a:0Menachot
76b).0ThislisOtodsymbolize, [thatljust
beingllfreedlfromklavery,kthelktorylbf
Pesach,Umakesluslfree,lbutlonlyllike
animalslharellfreellin(theljunglellinstead
ofllallcagellinlthelzoo,IwithOnolreal
purpose.ll Butll whenll well usedl this
freedom[bf[hhoice,[ﬁeeﬂlvilI,Boﬂaccept
themorah,ﬂweﬂhenﬂ)ecameueaI|]1uman

beings,lwithlhlhigherlpurposellinlliife,
notljustltolkatlhndldrinklikelhnimals,
butlinlorderltolkervelHaShem.0As[we
quotedlbovellfromRavSaadiallGaon,
“WelhrelbnlylhNation[by[burlITorah”,

thelDivinellnstructionsorllife.

Whenllwell realizelthatlthell Torahlis
Gll'sl authorizedl manuall forll living,
thenlkveryldaylbflburlliveslislinfused
withlFulfi Ilment,ﬂsatisfaction,ﬂou rpose,
andlineaning.

ParshaPix
explanations

& TheOmajorOcomponent[of[the
Parsha[Plix[fbr[Bamidbar[i$/arelthe
flags (R [of [them [IE&presentinglthe
flags[dflthe[ttibes, s [they [damped
and[ak[theymarched.

& Thelflhgshkereldbnbtlrépresentlahy
specificltibes, butlthe[dneMith[the
crownlcbuldbkfdrShevetMehuda.

& And[the[bne[Owith[ChACbunch[Cbf
carrots[tharked[2.50 (i [durhim
sical[buggestion[for[the[ Flag[ bf
Machaneehuda.

& TheldneMith[theflower[dould[He
for[Beuven,[gerhaps.[(Don'tltry[tb
figure[dut[dthers[Ithey[Wereldot
meantltb[sbecifically [depresent[the
Tribes.[(Oflcburse, [iflybuldolcbme
upMithalcbnnectionbktween alflhg
and[d[Shevet, [By [Ell[heans, Tet[ds
know[dndWve'llLdharelit[With[dhe
TTreadership.)

€ The[d compassstands[for[J the
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differentldides[df[the[Mishkan[the
differentlgroupsC]camped,[1both
among[ the[leviyim[hnd[thell2
Tribes.

€& The[Parking[heter[depresents[the
encampments,[tince[the[modern
Hebrew[Word[fbrlgarking[Has[the
samel] root[] as[] to[J encamp.
LACHANOT.

& Abacusl(islfdr the variouslcbuntings.

€ ThelskullWiththe[3[dn[it[domes
from[Bamidbar[3:47[ih[the [portion
of[thelekchange[betweenlfirstborns
and[] Leviyim[] (who[d were[I not
themselvesfirstborns).[We[Would
say,[ 3 [dhekel[d[head.[The[Torah
uses[theltérm[QULGOLET, skull.

& Desert[dcene[With [the[dactus[dnd
blazing[dun [k for[MIDBAR,éven
though [ our[IMidbar[is[Ibetter
translated Chs (W ilderness,[rather
than[desert,[But[there's[plenty [df
desertltdo.

& The[khree[diamond[engagement
rings[arefbr[the[final[twvol[d'sukim
ofthe[Haftara, [the[Words[We[say
when [windingUthe LT filinCstrap
around(the[nhiddlefinger [df(the [dft
hand[{ortightThand, or [lefties),
symboliclaflolir bktrothal it [G [d.

& Garliclahd[thelchemical fdrmulafor
sugar.[The[Sugar[fbrmulali} [rhised
to[the[thirdCpower,Lor[CUBED.
These[ then[ftepresent[ the[ugar
cubelAnd[garlicCdlove[fhat[dre[3
common [ift" [tb [those[at [alPidyon
HaBen.Ih[thelskdra, Welfihd[alnhass
Pidyon [dflthe[first[Borns[dflthe[12

tribes.[Oneléxplanationgivenfor
this[ohinhaglis[that[it[gives[thoselih
attendancelJsomethingL¥rom[lthe
Seudaldflthe[Bidyon[tb[thke[Home
and[hise[In[theirChext[kugel L{or
whatever [chlls[fr[ghrliclahd[sligar),
thereby[I"stretching" [the [lfestive
meal Cbf[the[Pidyon[beyond[its
location [ahdlitk[dhy.

& HIGh[Morse[[dode[s[d++[4+[dnd
represents[fhe[ 6 dots[dboveldhe
name[AHARON/ih[Bamidbar[3:39,
indicating[that[hk Wasn'tidcluded [id
thelcbunt.

& The[Ashkelon[@mblem [ [for[dhe
sportslcdublthere, [Elitzur [({thelWord
appearsLlin[JHebrew[across[lthe
middle[dflthe[dmblem Idou[hight
have [chissed[it). (Blitzur [H.[Sh'dei lulr
was|[the [Nasilof[Rleuven.

& ThelPair[df(T'filin[drefbrthe[Thst
twolp'sukimbf[the[haftara[1[Tas

explainedlearlier.

& The[dwofellows[ih[Ehelpicture...
we'll[Teave [dhem [(Wnexplained (for
youltdfipurelolt.

& ThelIbgo[Below[the[two[Brothers
(alhint, [butnbtlalstrongldne)idlalso
goingltdrémainUnexplained.

& Theldwvoliinages[ih[thedbwer[rght
are[delated[tb[dach[dther.[Oneli$
the[émblemCbfCa[fown[And[the
other[id[alphoto [df[the[shme[tbwn.
We'lllzglllybulthis [ahe [TidlidIdamar,
as[idMdamarben[AharonHaKohein,
mentioned(id [the[sédra.
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L EANIDDLES,

Last[idsue’s (B'CHUKOTAI)Triddles:
[1] confusinghouselrlile

House[rlile[ih [Hebrew[chn [Be[THOK
BAYIT,[QHET[KUFRBETMUDITAV.
ConfusingUisCone CofClthe Ceryptic
crossword["tode[Words"[fbrlahagram.
Scramblelthelétters[af[QHOKIBAYIT
andlybuchn gkt BCHUKOTAI [@vhich
is[spelled[in [the [Torah[Without[either
possible [WAV).

[2] Breakfast[cbnsists[df[bread

The[S3even[Cdouble[BedrasGn[@bbre[d

viated[dotation [@re [V &P,[T&M,[A&K,
B&B, [T &B,[M&M,[ahd[NI&V.[Theltvo
that[énd[themselves[tb [T Triddle[flin
are[B'har[B'chukotailahd[Matot[Mlas'ei
because[LbfLbther[Associations[With
B&B[and[M&M.[WVe'lllshve [the[dandy
that[helts[in [ybur[mhouth, [not i [ybur
handfdr[Eter [oh [this[slimmer, Bltlthis
setlofMTriddles[hhve[tWolthat[play [oh
Bed[adnd[Breakfast[ds[the[dther[B&B.
B'chukotaildorresponds[do[Breakfast
and3tates[at[the[beginning[bf[the
sedra[thatCdnelbf[the[tewardsHor
keeping[the[Torah[Would[Beldlentiful
bread[(velchn[uhderstand[biread[td (bl
altbrmlrkpresenting[fbod, [ih [general).
Hence, [breakfast[tonsists Cbf[bread.
Ah,[Butltherelis[ohore.[The[rkal[gbod
TTriddles[always[Have[thore.[Bread[id

LECHEM.LECHEM[d[spelled LAMED ]

CHETMEM.NumericlvlueliS[7B[lihe
number[df[g'sukimih[B'chukotai.[So
breakfast[deally[donsistsLdf[Nlechem"
p'sukim.QED.

[3] Wakelup[from[Thst[Wweek[dnd
enjoylbreakfast

Here's[thel[dther[B&BMTriddle.[MVake
upfrom[the[Hed[Jart[df(B&B,[Which
here[i5[Rarshat[B'har[the[Previous
week's[skdra,[ahd[ehjoy [Breakfast, [ike.
B'chukotai.

[4] Also[Melachim [Alef@Ylechezkeil

Aside[from[Parshat[B'chukotai,[there
are[] twol other[d occurrences of
"walking"[id [G[d's[statutes.[They[alelid
Melachim[CAlefCand Y echezkeil.[The
wording[isCnot[the Cdsame[JasCin
B'chukotai, [But[dhe Word[B'chukotai
and[sbme [fdrm[df("Wwalking"[dccurs[ih
theselokherltwvo [bboks[afTanach.

[5] XrayXray,[@harlie

The[INATOLphoneticldlphabet,[dlso
known[hs[ khe[international Liadio[
telephonylspelling[alphabet[(And [alféw
more[nhmes),[id[the[mhost[Widely used
spelling[alphabet...[aksigns[cbde[Words
to[the[létters[dflthe[Bnglish [&lphabet
acrophonically [(Alfa[fbr[A,[Bravo [fbr
B,letc.)[sb[that ctitical[cbmbinations[of
letters[{andChumbers)Ctan[be[prol]
nounced[And[linderstood[ by[ those
whoUtransmitClandCreceive Cvoice
messages[Iby[Iradio[Jor[telephone
regardless[bf[ their[hative[language,
especially[When[nhvigation [dr[plersons
might[be[éndangered[due[fo[drans[]
mission Cbtatic[{so[bays[ Wikipedia).
XrayXrayidXX[ahd[Qharlie[id[A. XX
in[Rloman [numerals(id20[ahd[CQ [d[TDO.
Vayikra[26:8 [skates [[TBnd[five [dflylou
shall[chase[@lHundred, [ahd[E@Hundred
of (youlShallCput[ten[thousand[ to
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flight...[The[rhtio [df(T00 [Heing[chased
by five[i$[20.[The [rhtio [4f[10,000[tb
100 SIDO.

[6]K'doshim, Blhar, Blchukotai,Sh'lach

"Ildm[MHaShem [your[G[dWho[took
youldutlof[Bgypt..."Loccurslihthese
fourCkedras,[CAndChowhere[klse[(In
Tanach.

[7] Thelskdralihthe

Mellis[1B'CHUKOTAI,LIBETGHET ]
KUFMAVMUD.OinCne" [k [BI,[BETL

YUD.LCHUKAT [k [the[dedralih[dhe
middle Cbf[(the (Word[(B'CHUKOTAI,
between[the[étters[BETahd YUD.[A
nicewordplay, IDSSM.

[8] Unexplainedfdom [the PhrshaPix

There[k[d[picture[df[dnLdld[Tsraeli
stamp [hade[into [al cuifflink. (MVhat [ [id
madelintods[hot[televant[tol[ this
TTriddle[Ithe [picture(dnthelstampis.
lt[ik[from [d[det[df[dtampsFrom[the
mid[(50s [depicting[the [eimblems[dflthe
I2@ribeslofIdrael.Mhis[phrticularlane
is[Shevet[Asher, the[T0th[ttibe.Ih[the
last[darsha[df[B'chukotai, (Welfind[the
mitzvaldf(Maaser[B'heimot, [the[tithing
ofldewborn[dnimals.[ThelprocessLaf
performing[thisCinitzvalds[fo[tount
newborn[Idmbs[ahd[gbats[(Which[mhay
beldombined),[dnd[dalves[(which[dre
handled[skparately)[ahd(thelténthldne
to[PassLinder[the[dhepherd's[drook
(staff) [dldeclared[MAASER.TheMorah
endsonelJphrase [with [the [word
SHEVET L{which Lcheansskaff, [Hut[dlso
means I Tribe) Jwhichis[followed
immediately [by [#the[Word CHAASIRI,
the[tenth.[These[ two [ Words[taken

together[@lthoughlthey[alelnbt[id [the
same[phraseid [the[phsuk)[chn bk [rkad
as[thelténthlttibe"[Thence, the[Asher
stamp.[Side[dote: [Asher[i$[the[tenth
son[df[YaakovLanly (¥ [Wve st [dII[f
Leah's[sbns[tbgether, [ab[id[dften[done.
However, [hke [Was[the[eighth [sbn[Born
to[Yaakov.[Some[lists[put[Yissachar
and[Zevulun Cafter [(GadCand[Asher,
making Zevulunthelténth.

RarshalRointsacofRondery

Bamidbar
by Rabbi[Dov[Lipman

1) [(MVhy [i$[20[the[aFmy[age[akcording
toltheMorah[(1:3)?

2)[(Why[vas[Aharon[dxcluded[from
leading[theldensus[donelif [Parshat[Ki
Tisald (Sh'mot] 30:11)0 butl] GID
specifically idstructs[Moshe[tb[ihclude
him[as[d[léader[ih[theldensus[ih [this
week's[Phrshal(3ee(13)?

3)[(Why[Hoes[ the[Torah[kay[ the
repetitiveLEVERY[MALELFROM[20
YEARSL] OLDL] ANDL] ABOVE,
EVERYONEWHOWENTLTOLTHE
ARMY[ (1:20,22,00 etc.)[d repeatedly
throughout[theldensus?![Weldlready
know[that[thelthe[age[fbr[the aFmyl[id
20[ykars[dld[sbwWhy[does[this[hhve[td
belrépeated?
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ThelJerusalemlInstitute
ofiJewishiLaw
Rabbi[EmanuelQuint,[Dean

Lesson#[562

Defects in the
item purchased

A'buyer (is[entitled [fb [purchaselanlitem
with[the[assumption[that[theseller’s
representations (tegarding[the litem[are
trueCand [free Cofl defects. Thel[seller,
whether@merchantdrdonmerchant(is
prohibitedfrom[deceivingthe bBuyeror
misleading[him[by[failing[todisclose
the [fruematureloflthe(thing[Being(sold
orldefects, Whether(the Buyerlis(aJew
orla[Gentile.[A [Sellermaynot¢change
thelappearanceofithelitem Helis selling
to[makelit[look[better than[it[is.[He
may mot(paint(0ld things [to[make [them
look[hewer[ than(theylare. Thelseller
cannot[ make[any[ statement[ that[will
mislead[thebuyerlinto[thinkinghe[is
buying[ | something[ ] better[|than(]the
actuallthing(sold. Notlonly(is theseller
prohibited [from[deceiving[the buyer
butliflthe(seller[is [@ware[ofld [defectlin
thelthingsoldhehaslanlobligation o
soladviselthebuyer. ThelselleralsoHhas
thelobligation[toltest[products[before
he[puts[ithem[Jon[the'market.['The
defects(mustlbel¢orrectlystated.[The
statements(should mot beambiguous or
misleading.[] When[] advertising[| a
product(thelsellermust(state[thefacts
inlsuchlmanner(as[¢anbelunderstood
bylalteader(oflaverageintelligence.If

the[product/should/tot(beised under
certain(conditions, [this must(be[stated.
Thel community[ standards[ as( tol the
testing [ required of_certain products
must befollowed, [such(as(an(electrical
appliancelbearingal¢ertification[ofla
testinglaboratory. "THowever, [Jif[the
defect[wasCobviously[visible[to any
personWhoTookedatthe fitem, [iti5 Hot
incumbentupon[thelseller to[make
such(disclosure(sincefit(islassumed that
the Buyer hasmoticed thesedefects.

Iflanything[that[the[people[oflal¢com![]
munityl¢onsider(aldefectlispresentlin
thellitem [ butllis[ neitherJobviouslor
disclosed, this(gives thebuyer [the right
to[void[the[sale.[Theltodes[givelthe
followinglactualcaselasan’éxample(of
alsalelnotlinvolving[aldefect.[Reuven
and[Shimon[éntered [into[hegotiations
for[Shimon[to purchasealhouselthat
Reuvenlownedlin[another[¢ity. [Before
Shimonperformedanlactloflacquisil]
tionffbl@cquiretheHouseland inknown
toleither(ReuvenorShimon,non[Jews
vandalized[ ] it[] breaking[ ] doors[]and
windows[ and[¢causing/ $mokel damage
toltheliouse.[When[Shimon [performed
anl[actlofl acquisition[ to[acquirel the
house, ieland Reuven were inaware lof
thelvandalism.[Shimon/pleads/that(the
househadlaldefectiwhenhepurchased
itCandhehow [wants[to[tescind[the
purchase.Reuven pleads(thatsince(the
houseldan(be[restored [folits[prior[state
by[theexpenditureoflmoney, he[will
give[Shimonalteduction[in[pricelas
necessary toltestore the housel[tolits
original[$tate.[Theltabbildecided the
caselih[favordf' Reuven. Iflaldefect/can
bel¢ured bylamoneylexpenditureland
thelitem/can(be(testored [tolits [Original
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state,[the(Seller(has(theloption[tolgive
thebuyer(suchlan(a@llowance. Therelare
otherlexamplesthatiwill Belshown TYH
inthe nextlesson.

CHIZUK #DUD

Divrei(Torah fromlthelweekly|sedra
withlalfocuslonTivinglin'Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk{for Olim & 1dud fornot yet Olim

Making[theBeser¢[Hloom

Youlinay [have[hoticedLthat[Parshat
Bamidbar[(literally, Llin[lthe [ldesert)
always[] precedes[]the[ holiday[] of
Shavuot,[When[Welrkceived[the[Torah
at[Binai.[Many[Feasons[have[ been
offeredltb [dxplain [dhy[HaShem[gave
us[theTorah[ih[the[Wilderness.[Some
commentators[Have[Jointed[dut[that
Godlchoselthe[wilderness[tb[téach [uk
thatlUTorahUcan[be[llearned[land
practicedCkverywhere,[kven[In[the
darkest[times[dnd[places[throughout
Jewish[history.[Others[Bave[Pointed
outlthat[tbatceptlahdluhderstandlthe
Torah,(We[deed[do[did(durselves [df
arrogancelahdblbris,ahd[bk at[simple

andLopen[ds[the[StarkLdesert[Tand[]

scape.

Rav[l Zevin[d zt"I0 offers[] another
interpretation.[ IWe[lread [IBamidbar
before[Shavuot[ o[ keach[Jus[khat
whoever[akceptslahd[practices[Torah
cankurn[ChCbharrenCdesertCntoCh
Garden[bf[CEden,Chs[the[verse[n
Yeshayahu [§1:3 [télls[us For[G [dlshall
comfort[Zion, He[Will [comfort[all[Rer
destroyed[places,[dnd[(HeWvillLhake
her[Owilderness[like CEden Chnd Cher

desertike[G[d's[ garden[1lJoy[dnd
gladness[willldbe[1foundUinClher,
thanksgivinglahd[thelvbice [of[melody."

YoulhavelAlready[heard[About[the
miracles[ihvolved[ih[thirning[adBarren
andlswampy [Bretz[Yisrael[ihto[alland
ofldgricultural[Blessing. (Ourlgioneer
fathers[dnd[thothers[ihvested[dlgreat
amountllof[lenergy [toLlcreate[the
beautiful ISrael Which [Welkhowl(tbday.
However,[Rav[Zevin[i [tklling [us[that
even[iflwe[alenbtfrmers(dr[giftedlid
agriculturallknowledge, el dan[durn
EretzMisrael[idto [the[Garden[df(Bden
that[HaShem [bhd[id [mhind fdr [all [af [uk.
Yes,[Torah[dbservance[dnd[Tearning
can[take[ place[bverywhere[dn[the
world.[Remember[However,[that[the
next[$top[After[ Har[$inailand[the
giving[dflthe[Torah,[Was[slated[tb [He
EretzMlisrael.[Here,[ahd[dnly hkre, [chn
we [ak[alpleople [filfill [all [the [chitzvot [of
the[Morah.[EretzMisraellidithe[Garden
of[(Bden[ih[Potential,[And[dur[jbb ik
L'AVDAH[ULSHAMRA IAks[God[shid
to[Adam [Itd Work[idahd[developlthe
Garden[ahdwatchaver(id

Youlheed[ko[be[There[ ko[ do[lt.
Whether[ybulalelaltéacher,[alldwyer,
an[dccupationalltherapist,[d[Business
personldr[d[detiree, (know[that[you
arelid[fct,[altdlented[ghrdener[ak Well.
HaShem (3 [Waiting [fbr [our [rrival [ih
Eretz[Yisrael [And[Iboking[fbrward[tb
yourLpicking[lip [Your [dpiritual Lfools
and[ bringingld us[ closer[Jto[the
fulfillment[df[HisDivinelplan.Moulchn
make[the[desertbloom.

AlohNaaleh![Qomelahdjdin ukhbw!
MordechaiReich Ph.D, Efrat
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ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'in'Accordancewith Halacha

Natural Medicine Conclusions

Overlthe[Jpast[Ifew[Iweeks[Iwellhave
discussed!(thelissueloflusing/and delying
on[non[c¢onventional (medicine.[(Welcan
conclude(thatlonelislobligated/tolseek
medical(treatment(fortheir(dilments(and
mustl seek outl thel expertl[ in[ the field
whenever[ possible.[ Treatment must/be
something[ that hasundergone! testing
and[has[been[ proven(tol heal. This[is
even/ more  importantlin[ ¢tases[ wherela
potential[prohibition(islincluded, [such(as
performing(the(freatmenton Shabbator
where[] al] nonlkosher[ ingredient] is
involved.

When[nolprohibition[is[involved[one
can[pursue mon(conventional (ethods(in
thel case[ where[ delaying[ conventional
medical[treatment does Mot have(Serious
repercussions. [ In[ cases[ Wherel delaying
treatment has(dn/adverseleffect(then(one
canl] onlyl] pursuel] nonlconventional
treatment/ifTit HasBeen proven.

Therelaremany(voices|today/that[¢laim
that[all[non(c¢onventional (medicinehas
notland[¢annot(belprovenand/therefore
cannot/beised@ndonelcan onlylrelyon
conventional Jmedicine. JOn[the[lother
hand(therelis[al growing movement!that
promotes using[ only[ non[conventional
medicine.

In[the[PuahInstitute [Weltakea middle
pathlandlencouragelcouplestol¢ombine
conventionall ] medicinel] with
non[¢onven[TItional[imethods[Jthat[Iwe
have(seen(fobel[beneficial. Itlmust also
belwithinlamormal financial limit. There
is(holgovernmentlagency(thatl oversees

naturalhealers(and(the market[is full lof
peoplelwilling[to[ "help"[‘and[al lot[of
moneylchangeshandsl(in(theprocess.

Itlis(relevant(tol tonsider[the following
source. [The[well known[Talmudic(state[]
ment! 'the[ best[ 0fl doctors[ golto[Hell"
(Kiddushin(4:14)[has[been(interpreted(in
many(ways. It[¢an[mean[thatwhile[the
doctor{wants[tolheal he[Wwill[inevitably
bring[Jabout(lalldeteriorationJor[Jeven
deathlin[somel[patients/and[will [teceive
Divine[punishment(ds(a[tesult.[Somesay
if(thedoctor[thinks that he[is[the[best
then[hel] will[lmost[ definitely[ ] make
serious| lerrors/ that[ Iwill[Jbring[Jabout
punishment.

Onelexplanation[ (Even[Bochan)(is[that
this[does[notlrefer tol[ genuinel doctors
wholare[able[to[heal [and[do[ 50, but
rather([]to[] "quacks"[] who ] practice[] a
medicinelthat[is[ filled (with[ lies[and
deceit.[Theyboast(their[successbutlitlis
empty!falsehood. Onelwould/dolwell(to
have(this(in[mind (When pursuing(apath
oflmedical [ treatment[ and[ lconsidering
thebesthethod[tochoose.

Conventional inedicinelhas been proven
tolJ heal,[] and[J combined] with[J] less
conventional [paths(our(prayer!is(thatWwe
willCwitnessal time[‘when[no[onellis
afflicted[by(diseaseland[the[true Healer
grants(us/all[good health.

Solybulthought Bamidbarlid
always[before Shavuotlahd
Naso [right[after[[I&h?

lt[din't[decessarily[do! [T [89.47% [ &f
years,[Bamidbar [id[Before[ahd [Nlaso[id
after[Shavuot. [Butid [10.53% [df[ykars[[T]
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specifically, in[ 3[mhonth[Years[that
begin[dn[Thursday [[IMaso[i$[Barshat

HaShavual[Before[SBhavuot[dnd[B'haal]

lot'chaffdllowsShavuot.

The[ChbovelisClcorrect for CdChutz
LaAretz[Idutside [ofIdrael.

InOsrael,CinCAddition (2o [fthe[Above
years, [therelale[tWoldther[year[types
among[thelIl3 [mhonth [ykars[that[Maso
precedes[IShavuot.[1That's[Janother
9.98% L bf[ the [ time,[bringing[Israel's
total[10[20.5 1% Lof[the[dime.[These
additional[tWo[ykar[types[hhve [Pesach
running[from[$habbat[to[ FridayLin
Israellahd[fitom [Shabbat[tb[Shabbat[is
Chu"l.Duringlthoselykars, elid [drael
resume[Barshat[HaShavualdn[the[8th
day[df[Besach[ih[Chu"I[And[demain[d
sedra[3head[{including[INaso [ before
Shavuot) ] until[] Matot[Mas'eil] are
separated(hkreblitinbtlabroad.

Addendum[] to[] the[] Calendar
Commentlabove[Ifkelthere[first.[Nlaso
before[Shavuot[ik[Mnatched (1o [3pilt
Matot[dnd[Mas'ei.[M&M[Erethe [host
often[dombined[df[dhe[double[Sedras.
They[hrelead[keparately[lwhenever
Naso[precedes[Shauvot[(brvice[vkrsa)

Portionfrom(thePortion

ThisJweek[Jwel1begin[ithellbook[]of
Bamidbar,[whichtecounts, according
tollthel1Abarbanel,1the(lreasons(for
Israel'slonglsojournlinitheldesert[and
everything[Jthatl happened(tolthem
there.[For[forty(lyears[Jof[lwandering
thelInation[lhad(tolIget[lused(to[ live
under(difficult conditions, away( from
otherlJinhabitedClocations, withoutTa
wayl tolsetllupllal permanent( civilizall

tion.[J Living[l through(l thel] desert
experiencel taughttheJewishnhation
how(tolcope,[survivelandleven(thrive
physicallylandUspiritually Owith[condil’
tions[that[ImightlnotllbeIconsidered
optimal.[Welalllknow thatlifelis full ‘of
surprisesandlwel]arellnot[]always
given(thelopportunities’ of[ourlchoice,
butiwemustilearntolpersistinolmatter
what(comes/ouriway.

Thislcanbellearnedalso from[the
description_from[thisCweek'sportion
aboutl] thell techniquesl] usedl] to
transportthe ] Mishkan(through(ithe
desert(] duringl] theJ 4001 years[ of
wandering.[ThelVerseltellsus[that(the
BADIML(Ithe[poleslused(tolcarry[the
Ark,Jmustinever(belJremoved. ]IRav
Shimshon[JRaphaelJHirsch(says[this
teacheslus(thatthe[Torahlisnot tied
toloneldistinctivelocation,itCisrelel]
vantlanywhere,in[anylsituation[andLis
always(ready(tobe movedland(taken
withtheUewslandsetupanewlin(its
new!location.

Many( times[ithroughhistory, [ Ipeople
thoughtJtheJJewish[InationJand(lits
Torahlwouldnot[survive.[WWholwould
havel believed( that(ithel'Jews[ would
returntollsraelfromthe Babylonian
exile?1 Who(] thought(lthat(] Judaism
would(rejuvenatelafter(the destruction
of(] thel] secondl] Temple?[] Or(l the
Spainishllnquisition?AndlyetJudaism
has[survivedJthroughUimany(difficult
and( tragicl situations.[Welalllhavela
visionJof JtheJUtopianJJewishJexis[]
tencel with[ thel whole[hation[ residing
inClsrael, theTemple[rebuiltCandthe
Kohanim(and(Leviyim ableltoldo(their
work[there.[/And[ yetl wel managel to
continuelwithjustithe(WesternWall.

Thelmessage from thisweek's[portion
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was[] especially[] meaningful ] to[] me
sincel1lhadltolbelin[Creteltolgivela
lecturelatia’conferenceron’Pervasive
Technologies(| Related( tol] Assistive
Environments"[ ] (about[]Augmentative
Alternative[] Communicationfor] Alz[]
heimer's[Patients and Families...[For
more, lvisittwww.melabev.org

AsallJewish[Jtraveler,[JoneJalways
wants(/tol] know(]aboutl]the[] Jewish
communityllinCthearealJandlJewish
sitesloflinterest.(1learned thatCrete's
Jewish(population,(whichhad(been(in
CretelsinceltheltimeloflAlexanderithe
Great,[lhad(Jallllbeen(killed[lin[11944.
Thel Germanshad(loaded uplall'the
inhabitants, [placed(them onlalboat,(to
belshipped(offltol captivity. Unfortun!
ately,the[Jboat[Jwas[lbombedlbylla
British(J war(] ship,[] not[] knowing( its
cargo,Jand(JallCJits[l members[were
killed.[The Hanialsynagoguelwas left
in[disarray[andlwas[empty[ for(many
years.[It(seemed(that[the[Nazis were
successfullin[wipingloutlallltheUews
of[Cretelandthememoryofiwhatthey
hadlaccomplished.

Sowemightthinkthatthislis(therend
offalJewish(presencelin(Hania, Crete.
But,[Jin[11993Nicholas[Stavroulakis,
whose [ familyoriginated fromHania,
returnedtolJoverseel thelreconstrucl]
tion[J of (] the[I medieval ] Etz[] Hayyim
Synagogue.He,DandallCthose Jwho
helpl] him,[J havell accomplished
amazingwork[1Ttheplacelis[beautiful
andrisleven(listedlinthe[Hanialtown
touristUmaplaslallplacetolvisit. JA
handfullofLpeoplepray_atthe[Shullon
Friday(Inights(Ithough(itherellis[]not
necessarilylal minyanbecausel there
areonlyCalfewUews[inHania.The
Synagogue(alsolhouses(the[loldest
activelmikvalin(Greece.

Thel[Etz[Hayyim[Synaoguelin[Cretelis
all good[] examplel] of(] thel] lessons
learned(] from( ourl] sojourn(] inCJ the
desert.Itlis[) makingllits[]statement
about'theleternallbond(between(Israel
andJ GIdJ wherever] andl] through
whateverimaylcomel(llandlyet(therelis
farltolgoltolreachlthe perfectionlthat
welalllpraylandlyearnifor.

RagshalRointsacolRondery

Suggestedahswers
|) MheKliYakarahswers [that[this
relates[td the fctithatldncealJéwish
person(tlirns 2D, [hke (begins [t Fdcus[dn
notlsinning[since[at[the [age [df2D[dne
becomesllihblefbr [punishmentftom
Heaven.[Sincelsliccess[id War[depends
onlthelspiritual [mherits[dflthe[sbldiers, [id
was[best[for(the laFmy's[siiccess[tb [hhve
soldierswWho[Were[fdcused[dn[nbt
sinningwhich, [for (most, [began [at[ake
20.

2)[Baal[HaTurim[Chnswers[khat[khe
census[id [Ki[Tisalchme[ab[aldirect[résult
ofCthe3in[Cbf[the[oldenLtalf.[Since
Aharon[Wvas[ihvolvedih [that[€in, [G D
didChotCwant[Chim CinvolvedCin[Clthe
census.[1The[census Llin ClthisCweek's
Parsha[Had[dothing[tb[do [With[that[dne
and,[J therefore,[]1 GIDLI] specifically
instructs[(Moshe[tb[Hring[Aharon[ihto[al
leadership[rble i [this[cknsus.

3) @Mhe[@hrHaChayim[tkaches[thatlthe
TorahUs[kmphasizing[that[in[kvery
single[tlibe, [dvery[single[thale[dver[the
age [dfltventy [Wras[Worthy [df[skrving[ih
theldrmy.[This[id [demarkable[donsider[]
ing[the fact[that[there[Wereldumerous
rules[delating[flo[(fear [df[Battle [And[din
which, [ifilif [elxisted, (ould [Have[rklieved
them [df[nhilitary [duty.
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