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A [SidedMonth

Maybe[We'll[Work[BaralAdumalihto[this [Head [Tidbit[(br chaybe [dot), (Hut[fbr
starters[bt's[take[the [dpportunity Ldf[Shabbat[Rosh [Chodesh[Tammuz[do
reflect(oh whatlthe [Month ... ahd Whatiflcbuld bk.

The[Mishna[id Maanit[télls[uk [offive [chlamities [that (Befell [the Jéwish [Peopleldn
the [V th[ofMammuz. Most[plFominentloh the [ibthate the [Sin lofthe [Qolden [Qalf
and[the[Breach[df[Jerusalem [Which[preceded[the[destruction[df[dhe[Beit
HaMikdash. [The I7th [dfMammuz [id [alblack [day [ah [Qur [chlendar, [ahd [idbegins
theblack[pkriodloffthe Mhree[Weekslofimourningthe[@hurban.

With [29 [days[ih [Mammuz[id [dur [fixed [chlendar, [there[ale 113 [days[dflids [days
thatlate[id [the[mhournful [pkriod. [That's [alblt [dss[than (hhlf[the [Month [(44.8%[tb
belspecific).

That[Iéaves[thel[first[16 [days[df(the [thonth [that[ale [not[thournful. Ve [sbrt[df
anticipate[the[doming[df(the [Three Weeks[dnce[We[start[Mammuz, [Butlthat's
gettinglahead[oflolurselves.

Wehhve[sbmething[else [dfldote [ih [Mammuz[tb [draw[dur[aktention. [It[is [not
usually [afbcal [Joint[df[the [calendar, [But[fbr[thoseWho [Mnow [IWWhich [dow
includeslybu, [dearMTreader, lilchn[significantly [shape [dur attitude [tbwards[the
month efThmmuz.

Our[radition[rkcords[thatldn [the B d[dhy [df Tammuz, Mehoshualidvoked[the
famousI[ndiracle fSHEMESHBIGIV'ONIDOM... cont. page 4

Jerusalemid/outltimesfdr Parshat [ CHUKAT

721 Bpm (EarliestB:20pm) / 823 I pm Summerlime
Checked[ahd[dbublelchecked fdr[Shabbat[Phrshat[@hukat[ISke [phge Blfdr [dther Zmanim

WOl'd [Of Hhe month Shabbat[Rosh[Chodesh[dccurs[dither
twice[dr[threeltimes[alykar. (This[year,[We[Had[Shabbat[Rosh[Thodesh[fbr
Marcheshvan(ahd[Adar[Rishon,ahd[nbwfdrMamuz.

With[theltholad[dn[Briday [horning, first[dpportunity (fbr [Kiddush[l'vana
according[tb[Minhag[ykrushalayimid[Monday[night, [eve [df[the BFd [dfTamuz,
July[th. [Birst[dp[fbr[those [Who [Wait[fbr [skven [l [days [after [the [tholad [i3
Motza'ei[Shabbat, [elve [dfthe [Bth [df Mamuz, Tily Bkh. Many Who[db [nbt [Wait 7]
full [days Wil [also [thke [their [fist[shotat KL [then, [since ifid[Motza'ei [Shabbat,
whichlidlaldesirable [time fbr Kiddush [Lvana.




Candles (earliesty CHUKAT Havdala
T:13 (6:20) Yerushalayim 8:31
130 (6:22) S'derot 8:33
1:28 (6:20) Gush[Btzion 8:31
130 (6:22) Raanana 8:34
129 (621) Beit[Shemesh\RBS §:32
131 (6:13) Netanya 8:34
1:30 (622) Rehovot 8:33
1:26 (6:21) Be'erSheva\Otniel 8:3I
1:29 (621) Modi'in\Chashmona'im 8:32
T:13 (6:22) Petach[Tikva 8:34
T:13 (6:20) Maale[Adumim 831
129 (6:22) Ginot[Shomron 8:33
1:28 (6:20) Gush[Shiloh 8:32
1:28 (6:20) K4[&Hevron 83l
1:28 (6:21) Giv'at[Ze'ev 8:32
130 (622) Yad[Binyamin 8:33
130 (6:3) Ashkelon 8:33
T:19 (6:21) Tzfat 8:34
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T9UIBBY | | Chatzotmmmmimt 2:42"5pmi12:44am
1:26 (118530 (halachicinoon)
1:28 (/18331 MinchalGedolamumummm1:1811:20pm
7:13 718832 (earliestiMincha)
T:13 (18530 PlagIMinchaliimomoiimnmne:2006:19%spm
1:29(718332 SunsetlNNI0000000000000000007:5407:53pm
1:28 /18130 (basedionlseallevel:17:4817:47pm)
1:27[71830 - -
7:28 (T80 www.ttidbits.com
7:29 [7T832 for PDF[files[dfTT [(Whole,
7:30 71832 lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
71971812 Palmxkrsion,MorahMidbits
Audio mp3ffiles...[ahd[more!

Rabbeinu[Mam[BavdalaMMOHUKAT % | 5pm

HighfourforX T issue#1700

The common Iynx without a NY moon

| Kol[HaKavod[tb[Shimon's[Blchor

Heldidsbmething[like hat/[his
great[great[ghandfather hhdldbne

Rodents smallestrbdentthe World[Sthe Pygmy [JérboaMeighinglin &t [dss Ehan 5k
[fhe Weight[cfldnesheet[af[A4[phper. Largestlrbdent(idlthe CapybaraMeighinglaver @D g

Utahlinstead of(Oregon, and/mix/(well

On Shabbat Rosh Chodesh, R'TZEI goes first in
Birkat HaMazon, then Yaaleh V'yavo (TADIR

the more frequent of the two goes first). How
ever, if one omits R'TZEI and realizes the
omission after Yaaleh V'yavo, it can be said then,

| How/is[ParalAdumalike meringue? |

Can Har HaZeitim be Maale Adumim?

Shortest[Rosh[Chodesh[rbll

Omitting YAALEH V'YAVO in Birkat
HaMazon on Rosh Chodesh does NOT
require repeating it. (There is more, but not
for this box.)

muffin= 1290

oil:cow(=[2:1
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LEADTIDBIT oninuvedfiom [FRONT [phge

Accordingltodtheatcounts(id [the Book
of Mehoshual(th.[10), (G [d[Was[fighting
(soltb[sbeak)[tbgether[With[Yehoshua
and[Hiis[almy[akainst[ah [alliance [df[five
kings.[Towards[the[dnd[df[that[Hattle,
Yehoshua[Tasked"[(that[the[Sun[and
Moon[stand[still [(Jo [thathk [might fithish
thebhttle[sliccessfully).[G [dlpkrformed
that[hiracle[htLCYehoshua's[tequest.
Thelpasuk[tklls[us: MAnd[there[Was o
day [like[that[before [idldr[after[if, dhen
Gldlliktened[tb[the [vbice dflalmhan;[fbr
GldfdughtfdrIdrael."

GId[Had[tbld[Moshe[Rabeinultb[Hold
his[hand[dver[dhe[Sealdnd[it[Would
split. LG [d[ told[(Moshe[fo[3trike[the
rock.[G[d[tbld[Mosheltb[speak[tb[the
rock.[AllCthe [hiracles [dflthe [(Bxodus
and[dnwardWerelperformed[By [G(d
for[thelpeopleldfI3rael. [h [this[chse [df
Yehoshua, [it[(Was[Yehoshua [Who [ITh
front[dflthe[people[Idkked/demanded?
that[@ [dlpkrform[lmiracle.

However[you[dhoose[do[linderstand
thelakcountlih[the[Book[df[¥ehoshua,
the[pointLhere[ds[thatLITammuz[is
associatedLWith[A[ greatCand[linique
miracle.[May[We[suggest[that[such[dn
act[dn[G[d's[PartldomesWhen[Ibrael
finds[(fhvorLih[Ris[dyes[{to[Borrow[d
phrase[from[Tanach).[And[that[those
other[dventslassociated [With[MTammuz
comelAbout[Wwhen[G[dlis[Angrylbr
disappointedmlith BheiYlisrael.

If (<o, [then[Tet[Us[donder[(Tammuzlds
this[mhonth [Begins.[Ponder [ot[dnly[ids
varied[Bistory,[But[the[Behaviorldnd
attitude[df[dhe[people[df[Israel[that

determine[Ilo[d[great[éxtent[the
status[ofldlur[rélationship With G [d

This [id[nbt[ustalldok (bhck [idto Jéwish
History.[Our[Mammuzlpondering[mhust
include[the [ Future.[dThe LessonLof
Tammuz[isithatwWehhvelrlin thelghmut
inCburfelationship[With[G[d,[from
deeplttagedies(tblgleat, [ekalted[elents.
Wel havelkorrespondingly[kun[khe
gamut[ftom[tlirning[away [ftom [G [d[tb
faithful Chdherence [to[Him[Chnd[His
Torah.

[t[Sub[tb[uk [nbt[ustltd [pbnder history
butlto[desolveto[Break[theldycle[df
upslahdldowns[ahd[tb [finally (get[the
point" By [ilproving[durselves[ahd [dur
communities(td bk [the [pkoplelthat[G[d
knows[Weldan[Be.[Thislimprovement
mustlcbmelid [all[at-eas: [rkligious, [sbcial,
ethical. (We[Rnow[the[dhallenges[dnd
welkhow MhatMelshouldbk[dbing.[Do
notllet[ the[ood[bf[ the Llipcoming
ThreeWeeks[dampen[durlresolve. [kt
thelavents[df(¥ehoshualihspire[us[ahd
show [ukhbw[fr[G[dlgbes[id [durfavor.

Onlahother[dote...[Thelthiracle[dflthe
SunCAnd[Moon[3tanding [3till Cvas[a
onelshot[deal.[Mormally,the[Sun[and
Moon[ldo[notUstopUtheir[Inormal
functions.[Butlthat[i$ [do[Ikss[thiracul
lousthan [theleVent[id Mehoshua[ID. Id's
justlohore[dommon.[Bvery[slinrise[ahd
sunsetlid[alWonder[df[G[d's[CTreation.
Thelccleldflthe[Moon's[phases[should
always[gdive[Us[pause[to[gonder.[The
occasional Leclipses Lprovide Lffurther
celestial Cévents[at[Which[(fo[Mnarvel.
Takebthingfdr(gtanted lid [this World.
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Chukat

39th [od [S4 [sddras;
6th [od [T0 [ (RAmidbar

Written [od [189.2 (lides [in[aTTdrah [{tank: [39)
10 [Bhrshiyot; [6Tapen, [ALclbsed

87 [psukim; [ednks [43rd; [sthallest [iml[BImidbar
1245 [wbrds; [ednks [4Dth; [schallest [ (BImidbar
4670ekters; [ednks [4]st; Lschallest (il Blmidbar

Fewer [pJsukim [tHan [SH'mini, [odore [wbrds, [sdme
number [of (ekters. [Chukat [isTaThit (anger.

The [Mhftir [fdr [SHabbat [Rbsh [(hodesh [adds
TlpXsukim, (93 [wbrds, [and (388 [Tekters [td [tHe
totals [fdr [tHis [SHabbat.

MITZVOT

3 [mitzvot [od (81 3; [all [pdsitive. [Qhly [8Lsddras
have [odly [pbsitive [mitzvot: [Blreishit [add [Ldch
LechaLwith [ITedch, [Mbtzora [with [T1, [Chukat
with 3] (Pinchas [with (6] (add [Viyeilech [with (2]

Again, [td [sHow [tHe [vdry [uheven [distribution [of
mitzvot (d[tHe (Tdrah [MThukat (has 31{sb [db [tdo
other [sddras). (25 [sddras (have [mdore [tHan [Chukat;
25 [sddras [hve [fewer [miitzvot. BTisTwhy [hélow
average [(Which [isIT) .4 [mitzvot [pér [sddra), (it [it]
is [tHe [median [ndmber (ol [witzvot [inl{alsddra. (17
sedras (have [n [mitzvot. [The [tdp [TV [hve [530.

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

NumbersUlin[[squareCbrackets] ClareCthe
Mitzvalcbunts[bf[ Befer[HaChinuch[JAND

Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot.[L] A=ASEI
(positive Limitzva); [IL=LAV J(prohibition) (1]
Rambam[ counts[] positives[] (248)] and
prohibitions[{365) [3eparately. [X:Y s the
perekldnd[gasukfrom[Which[the[thitzvalis
counted.

[P>X:Y[(Z)]ahd [5>[X:Y [(¥)][iddicate[start
ofld[Parshalg’tuchaldrltumaldespectively.
X:Y[i$ [Rerek:Pasuk[df[theBeginning[dflthe
parsha;[(Z) [B[the[dumber[df[d'sukimhthe

parsha.

Kohen(IFirst[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [IIB: | (117

[P> 19:1422)] ThisOwholelAliya
pluslthelfollowingt50p'sukimOdeal
withl thell topicl ofll thel PARA
ADUMA.[I(Thel220p'sukimbofTch.
190 constitutel thel Maftirl for
Shabbatl Parshatl Parall @ 2nd
longestOMaftirlotlalllMwhat'sOthe
longest?)

Thelmitzvalinvolvesltakinglallcow
withlreddishlhairl(evenwolblack
orbwhitelhairslinvalidatellt),thatls
blemishlfreeli.e.ditforbtheOAltard
evenlthoughltheldParal Adumalis
NOTO al korban;0 it0 isO prepared
awaylfrom0OtheOMikdashOandOHar
HaBayit,[hcrosslthelvalley,lonHar
HaZeitim)hndthathashotBvornlh
yokell orll carriedl all burdenl for
people.Qlflitdcarriedluponl(itsback
somethinglforitsd ownObenefitdN
e.g.lhlblanketltolkeeplilieslhway
it0 isO stilld acceptable.)d Elazarl b.
Aharonll wasll inll chargel ofll the
preparationll ofll thisl firstd Para
Aduma.
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SDT: "And[GI[dlshokeltb[Moshelahd
Aharon[shying...[DABEIR[(Jou[Moshe,
not[both[Cbf[you, [ DAB'RU) 1o the
children[dfI3rael...[Dnly[Mosheldould
tellCltheCpeople Llabout[lkthe [IPARA
ADUMA, Which[i$[dn[Etonementfbr
the[Sin[df[the [Golden[Calf.[Aharon
was[tbolihvolvedlih[the[Golden[Calf
episode.[Heldidn't[tell [this[thitzvaltb
theldeoplelahd[Hel[didn't[dreparelthe
PARA[CADUMA;Mis[son[did.[Yet[the
pasuk[tells[us [that[G [dlspoke[tb [Hoth
Moshe[Jand[JAharon.[JPerhaps[lthis
contains[d[Private[debuke By [ & [dltb
Aharon...[And[perhaps[d[bitLdf[the
opposite[hs[vell,[kince [Aharon[1S
included[ih[the[dommand[tb[drepare
the[PhralAduma.

SDT: Rashilsays[thatlthe[mitzvalidfdr
the[aksistant[Kohen [Gadol [tb[tknd[tb
the[Bara[Aduma, [although[any [(dohen
qualifies.L.Commentaries[3ee[d[dym[]
bolism[id[the[sbn [df[Aharon(dbing[the
work:[just[ds[the [dow[dtones[{(ko[th
speak) (for[Ber[dalf,[do[Hoo[dhe[don
atones[for[Jhis[father [Llwho[was
somewhat[Involved[in[the[1Golden
Calf.

"Take@[PARA[ADUMA[T'MIMA"
T'MIMA [ubually [Means[blemish [ftee, [fit
for(the[Altar.[However,[here[the
wordLIT'MIMAOs[followed by [ the
phrase["that[Has[do[MUML(blemish)",
making[the[ddjective[T'MIMA [Huper[]
fluous.[Therefore,(Welarelthughtlthat
T'MIMALh [this[dontext[i$[describing
ADUMA, [ihdicating[that LCOMPLETE
reddish [hairCisCrequired. [Without
T'MIMA,ACtow [ that[as[A[Mgingi"
would[bel[dcceptable[éven ik [had

some[don[rkdHairs.[Nlotlsb, Hecause
oflthelphrase ADUMAI'MIMA.

Asllopposedltolhlllkorbanotlinlthe
MikdashOwhichhadkobebrought
"inside"D (thel Beitl HaMikdash
area),thelRedICowlsklaughtered
andOprepared"outside"d(notleven
onHar[HaBayit[Mhcrossthelvalley
onll Harll HaZeitim).0O It0 isd not0 a
korban,ObutlitOdoeslhavelkorbanl
likelfeaturesl (atonement,0among
others).

AfterlthelcowlisOslaughtered,litlis
burntl wholel (somel ofll its blood
havingbeenbprinkleddowardslthe
Mikdashlirst).

ThelcompletelprocesslbflthelPara
Adumall(includinglwhatlisOthrown
intolthelfire,0howlthelashesOare
collectedandOhowlthelpotionlis
made)lislalpositivelmitzva [397,
A113 19:2]0thatlhasObeenlfulfilled
nineltimes,bolfar.0T'hehextltenth)
timelwilllbelinOtheltimelotlthe
Moshiach.

Allpersondlwhollcomeslinlcontact
withl all deadl bodyl isl rendered
rituallyll impurel forl{ all sevenlday
period [398,A107 19:4].0 The
"Parall Adumal Potion"D is0 tol be
sprinkledbnheldefiledpersonlbn
thell thirdd andl seventhO day.
WithoutlOthislprocedure,Othelstate
offrituallimpuritylremainsforever.
It is0 mostd importantl toll avoid
enteringlithedMikdashl(andleating
ofll sacredl foods)d whilell onel is
defiled.OIntentionallviolationlisOa
(Divinelylmposed)tapitallbffense.
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MitzvaWatch

Today, [{temporarily) Lvithout[d[Beit
HaMikdash,[#he[dre[{at[Teast) Ldhree
ramifications[bf[ the[tules[bf[Fitual
impurity [td[the[dead.

[11[AKohen[hust[stillldvoid[dontact
with[aldead [(Body [(&xceptthose[dflhis
closelrélatives fdrhom [hk[sits[shiva),
even[thoughhk[isalready Mtamei".[This
is[bloth fbr Cpractice"[ak ell[ab [nbt[td
"add"[td[his[state [ MUM'A.

(2) Welale[not[germitted[tb[gb[dnto
Har[HaBayitlid [those[aleas[Wherelthe
BeitL HaMikdash[Chnd[Clts[kourtyard
stood[(dr[nightbhvelstood).

(3) Momelgifts[dflthe[Mohen[{(buchlas
t'ruma, [frumat(mhaaser, [challa) [aFe[nbt
givenltblalkbhen, blutlatedisposed[of"

according[do[dlternate[Balachic[pro]

cedures,[Because [df[TUM'ALdf[Both
the[Kohen [potential [rkcipient, [ak [wWell
as[thelgdiver,[dnd[the[gift[itself.[Mote
that[there[arelgifts[tb[the[ohen[that
pose [do[TAMEI[Problems;[theseldre
given[tddayl(é.g.[Pidyon[HaBen).

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
| | [plsukim [IIIB:18[200:6

ThelTorahOsummarizesdthedPara
Adumalprocedures.

Notelkhat[the[ kedar[branch[hnd
hyssop[atelatidedtdthelpbtion atwell
as[tb[the[Burning[dflthePara[Aduma.
Commentaries[ske[special [significance
inlthe [fctlthatlthe [ckdaridalldfty [ttee
and(thehlyssopidaldwlyshrub.

Thell duall naturell ofl thell Para
Adumalpotion[(thatlitOpurifiesOthe
defiledl andl defilesl thel ritually
pure)lisdcountedlashlmitzvalofllits
own [399,A108 19:19].0And,[it0is
thisl featurel ofll thell Parall Aduma
thatlisconsideredlmostlmystifying
andlknigmatic.

[P>20:106)] ThelnextOtopiclthe
TorahldealsOwithOisOthelOdeathOof
MiriamlinOtheOTzinOWildernesslin
Nissanlonlthell Othbfthelnonth).
Thel Torahllimmediatelyl tellsO us
thatl thell Peoplell hadl noll water
(MidrashimpeakbfMiriam's0well
thatl miraculouslyll accompanied
thelPeoplelduringltheirlwanderl
ings.0ThisOwellldisappearedlupon
herll death,l sincel itd wasl ind her
meritlMbecauselshelhadlwatched
overMoshelatlthelriverdTithatlwe
hadl thel Well)0 Thell People
complainlbitterlyll tod Moshell and
Aharon.

Theldustom LofLémptyingLdbut[ivater
containers[in[khe[Foom[inCwhich
someone[Bas[died,[domesfrom[the
sequence:[1...and[Miriam[died[].and
thereas[nbMater..."

Commentaries[pointCodut[A[donnec]

tion[(between[ParaCAdumal@nd[the
death[df[thedighteous[Miriam.[Both
are[fInstruments” loflatonement.

Shlishi[[Third[Aliya
7 [plsukim [I12D0:7113

[P>[20:705)] InOresponse,0GId
tells Moshell tol takel thel Staff,
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gatherll thell People,ll andl thatd he
(Moshe)d and Aharonll should
SPEAKIO toll thell rockl in0 the
presencellofllthel People,0solthat
thelrockOshalllgivelforthlitsOwater
forthel Peoplelandltheirlflocks.
Moshel gathersl thell Peoplell and
admonishesll themO toll witness
anotherlofllGId'smiracles.0Hellifts
thel Staffll andl strikesO thel rock
twice;l waterll flowsl from0 it0 in
abundance.

[S>0:12[02)] GMUis0"angry"Dat
MoshelandlAharonOformissingla
chanceltolsanctifylHisONamelby
havinglthePeoplelbeelvaterltome
from0thelrockObylspeakingtolit.
(TheOPeoplelhadOpreviouslylseen
waterdcomelfrom0Oalstrucklrock.)
GldOdecreeslthatOneitherdMoshe
norAharonlshalllleadOthelPeople
intolthe.andbflsrael.

Becauseldflthelinclusion[dflAharon[ih
thisCdlecree, [there[ds[AnLimplication
that[he[Wwas[ChotCpunishedHorCany
involvement[ih[the[Golden[Calf[1H
point[that[deededldlarification.[Rashi
says[that[the[Torah[i$[tklling[Us[that
Moshel[and[Aharon[Would[Havelgone
into[BretzMisrael, [ekceptfbr[this, [ahd
only[thisLsin.[Ihteresting[that[Moshe
himself[tells (the [eople [{in[(D'varim)
that[hle [chrries[sbme[df[the[Blame[fbr
the[Sin[df[theSpies.[With[Aharon's
involvement[ih [the[Calf[ihcident[dnd
Moshe's[ih [the[Spies[episode, [therelid
an[ihteresting[Balance.[On[theldther
hand,[Aharon[I5[Held[dccountablelih
thisldase, [dven [though [it[Was[Moshe
who[@cted".

GId'sl decreell seemsl excessively
harshll onll Moshell andl Aharon.
Commentatorslpointdtolthisfaslan
examplell ofll howl strictlyll GOd
judgeslthelpreatestbflburlpeople.

Observation...

Notelthat[the[rock[gives[fbrth [Water
even[though[Mosheldid[dot[speak[tb
it,[ak [ [d[Had [tbld (Him [tb.[Therelake
twolpbssibilities [(inaybe) s [td wthy.

(1 e[Avoids[ACChilullCHaShem [#hat
wouldHdesult[Wvater [did[(dot[dome
forth.

(2)[Moshe[Rabeinu[Was[dn[the[Righ
level[that[He[Was[able[tb[dontrol[ahd
divert[dature[{within[dmits).[(He[Had
previously [ktricken[h[fock[ ko[ ket
water;[this[dowl[i$ [Ssomething[He[dan
do.

(3)CAwistLdn[the [ ChilullHaShem
possibility [of[(1) [id[that[G [dlwWanted[td
avoid[Moshe'sosing[face. LG [d[dnd
Moshel[alelvkrymhuchlgartners,[sb[tb
speak, [id [the [pkerception [ofthe Pkople.
At[the[Sea,[the[people[believedLin
"HaShem[dndlih[Moshe[His[dervant,
BASHEMIVMOSHE[AVDO.[Ih[don[]
trast, [their [dck [df[fithiSlekpressed[ab
their[talking[dgainst[G[d[dnd[dgainst
Moshe, [BEILOKIMVMOSHE.These
are[the[bnly[twoltimes[the[Word
UVMOSHE[(and[ih[Moshe) appears[ih
alllofManach.

R'vi'i[[{Eburth[Aliya
8[plsukim [II20: [ 4 2

[S>120:1418)] Moshelkendslmesl
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sengersl toll thell Edomites,0 to
recountlIsrael'sObrieflhistoryland
requestl rightl ofll wayll through
Edomitell land.0 Thell requestl is
denied.lAecondttemptsimade
toobtaindpermission;HthisOtoolis
stronglylrejected.0ThelPeoplelof
Israellchangeltheirroutellinforder
tolhvoidlconfrontationwithIEdom
(accordingltollGId'sltommand).

SDT:[Th[dsking[fbr[Passage[through
Edom[derritory,[Moshe'sLhessengers
state[that[the[Jeople (will LdotLdrink
water [df[d[Well".[Rashilsays[that[We
would[hhvelekpected(the Morah [td [shy
"the[Water[dflcisterns".[Rashilelplains
that[Bdom[Had[theldsterns;[We[had[al
miraculous[Well[(hs[Well[ak[Mannafbr
food).[MVhat[We[Were[dffering[Bdom
were[the[drofits[ffom[sklling s [fbod
and[water.[We[had[do[need[fbr[their
food[dndLdrink,[Butlit[Was[d[proper
offer [t [thake.[Bashilsays[that[When
staying[alt[ah [ihn, [dnelshould[Jartake
of[the[idn's[oheals[rhther[than "brown
bagging[it".[This[ihcreases[the[Henefit
tolthelidnkeeper(ahdlidlalproperlthing
forlalphtronltd(db.

SDT:[ Moshel[3ends[h[essage[ to
Edom[kaying,[1'...youLknow[hlICthe
trouble[We[bhd[id [Fgypt."[reiShefer
asks,[how[vas[ Edom[kxpected[to
know [What[Happened[tb [us[ih [(Bgypt?
Thelhnswer,[he[$ays, [ tomes[from
Parshat[To'l'dot,[lvhen [Rivkaldought
outl] GId to[ explain[J what[was
happeninglinside[her.[She [¥vas[told
that[dhe[Would[Bave[twins[dnd[that
they [wouldUgrow[lto[lheadCgreat
nations,[ahdWhen[dnelfell,[the[dther
would[rseldroportionally.[Bdom's[life

mustChave[nade[A[SignificantCturn
upward, [shys[IinreilShefer,[during[the
dark[years[welkpentLlin[IEgyptian
servitude.

€hamishiSth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [120:22[2]1 :9

[P>20:22008)] ThelPeopleltravel
fromKadeshltolHorHaHar.OT'here
Aharonl isl toll die.ll Moshel takes
Aharonll andl Elazarl upl the
mountain,Owherelthelgarmentslof
thelKohenlGadollarelOtransferred
froml Aharonl tol hisl sonl and
successor.lALLIhelpeoplelinourn
Aharon'sll deathl forll 300 days.
Commentariesll pointll outl that
Aharon'slldeathlhadlelementslthat
werellmissingllinDMoshe's.0Seeing
hisOsonlcontinuelinOhisOfootsteps
andbeinglovedbylhlllthelpeople
asll Aharonll was,l addsl all special
dimensionltodAharon's[fulllife.

Thell Midrashll saysl thatl the
Heavenlyll Cloudsl thatl protected

thell People,l left uponl Aharon's
death.

Welchn[ske[nowl[that[the[thiracles[df
the[Mlidbar[Werelehch [absociated [With
oneldfldurldaders:[Moshe, theManna;
Aharon,[the[Qlouds;Miriam, the Well.

[S>1:1O3)] Thatdmadelthem
vulnerableltolattackOfromOEmori.
Thel Peoplell ofll Israell madel a
pledgel toll GIMO andl thel Emori
attacklbwaslsuccessfullyllcountered
bylsrael.

[P>[21:4{13)] ThelPeoplelthen
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tiredofltheirlextendedlravelslhnd
complainedl oncel againl toll GId
andIMoshe.[0Theirltiradellincluded
grossldisrespectdtodGId'sOmiracle
ofltheOManna.OForlthisOtheylOwere
punishedbylanOattackOofll"fiery"
(poisonous)lsnakesfthatObitOmany
people,ltausinglnanylleaths.0T'he
PeopleltepentedlhndlpleadedBwvith
Mosheltolprayltol GOdO tolspare
them.OGdOoldMMosheltofashionth
copperl(thelchoicelofllcopperliwas
Moshe'sll andl itd wasl all playll on
wordsll [ Nechoshet/Nachash)
snakelhndmountOtlhtoplhltaff,lko
thatl anyonell wholl wouldl seell it
wouldlive.

The[Mishnalin[Rosh [(HaShanal[{3:8)
asks, What? [(Thelcbpper[ithage[df) [al
snake[chn [Kill[dr [rkstorelife?”’ [Nlot[sb,
says[the[Mishna.[IRather,[lvhen[dhe
Peoplebf[Israel[dook[towards[the
Heavens[ahd[slibjugatetheir [bearts[tb
Gld [then [they Merelclired;ahd[iflnbt,
they Mouldldkcay.”

The[Mishnalih [B'sachim [(#:9) ldecords
that[Chizkiyahu[HaMelechLdestroyed
the[Copper[Serpentland[the[Sages
approved[df[His[aktions.[Beople[Were
misusinglit, [dnd [hisunderstanding[it.
This[shme [kind [df[plroblem [ekists[With
the[uke[af[Klorbanot[id [the [time[dflthe

Beit[MaMikdash, [ @nd[Th [durdme ]

amulets, [Tashlich, [KKaparot, [isiting
holy [places, [nbotes[id [the [clacks[df[the
Kotel,[rkd[threadslalound[dne's Wrist,
andlelen[shying [T hilim [Ifheaning[that
there[hre[beople[dwvho[Ho[ kertain
things[ih[lieu[df(Heartfelt[Prayer[dnd
sincere[Ravanot,[domehow[dxpecting

miraculous(shlvation.[All [df[the above,

tolsbmelektent[drahother, [ale[mheant
to[belincentive[hnd[inspiration[to
sincere[tepentance[and[prayer,[hot
substitutes fdrthem.

Shishi[[Bixth[Aliya
| | [plsukim [II211: 1020

ThelPeopleltontinueltheirltravels.
TheylwentlolOVOTHidentifiedlhs
beingldueouthlbfltheMeadlSea).
Fromlthereltheylwentltol’‘desolate
passes’lorl'thelruinsofIAVARIM”
(differentl understandingsl ofll the
phraselIYEIDHA'ARAVIM),0along
Moav’slkeasternborder.0Theylthen
continuedd onl tol NACHAL
ZERED.[ ThenOtol alpartOofllthe
desertl that wasl outsidell Moav
territoryl(thisObecauseltheyldwere
forbiddenl byl GIAO toll encounter
Moav.)l Thesell travels were
recordednltheld‘Book[bfltheWars
ofiIGIM”0opinionsifferfhsltolwhat
thislwas).[Finallylthelpeoplelhrrive
atthiplacelknownlhs['theWell".

[S> 21:170O4)] ThisOwaslanother
significantleventlrelatedltolwater.
FromU0 all physicall pointl ofll view,
waterlisObylfardthedmostvaluable
"commodity"ll ofll thel wandering
Nation.0On[hkpirituallevel,Owater
representsll TorahOandOLifelitself.
Thel"SongloflltheOWell",0alshort
butl beautifull songl isl recorded,
highlightingl thell preciousnessl of
water.0ThelwordsOarelfilledOwith
symbolismslhndmhllusions.

Thell nextl piecell ofll travelogll is
eitherl partl ofll thel songl atl the
well...[brthot.[Fromlhellesert,the
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peoplell wentl toll Matana,l from
Matanal toll Nachliel,0 andl from
NachlielltodBamot.OFromOBamot
to[HagailinthelieldbflMoav,lbnlh
clifftoplthatloverlooksltheOWastel
lands.

Notice[khatClwe[Chave[Kongs[over
Water[atbbth [ehdsofthe [4D [ykars.

Sh'VIIIBkventh[Aliya
| 6 [pIsukim [TI21:2 | [22:1

[P> 21:210 (16)] AsO Israel
approachesl thell landsO ofl Emori,
requestsarel madel forl rightsl of
passage.ll Notl onlyll arel these
requestslidenied,IbutlEmorillsends
anlarmyQtolconfrontOIsrael.Olsrael
isll completelyll victoriousl against
Kingl Sichon,l0 andl conquersl the
landsO oftl Emorill andl Cheshbon.
Furtherll battlesll resultl ind more
Emorilllands.0Og,0kingloflBashan,
alsoltalls,hslGMpromised.

SDT:[Ik[ikimportant[{ohote[dhat
Israel [fights[against[Whom [G [dltélls[us
to,[dnd[Weldo[dot[éngagelih [Battle
anyone[that[G[d[fbrbids[ds[to. [Tk[ik
irrelevanthether [Edom was[stronger
or[wWeaker[than [Eimori.[Weldidn't[fight
thellhtter[dnd[dvoid[tdhe formerfor

military Cteasons. LG [dlis[dur[(Com[]

mander [id [Chief. (We[Bave[to [dIways
keep [this id [mind.

SDT:[[3rael'slnhilitary victories[ih[the
Midbar, [tbwards[thelehd[df[the [pkriod
oflWandering, Werelvkryihportantfor
thelnboraleloflthepkople[attheyfdced
long[years[ofCimany[battles[lupon
crossinglthe[Jbrdan[River[ihto[Bretz

Yisrael.[lh[the Midbar, [they [gkt[althste
of [G[d's[pFomisesahd[ndight.

MoshelsendsOMeraglim@todYa'zer.
Rashil saysl thatll thel spiesll who
werelkentlkaid,I'welwilllhotOdolhs
ourll predecessorsl did;0 well have
completeltonfidencelinlthelpower
oftMoshe'slprayer.”linfallway,Othe
sendingl ofll thesell Meraglim0isl a
TIKUNI(repair)UoflithedSinOoflthe
Spies.OSpieslwereloftendsentl to
facilitatel thel nation'sl nextl step.
TheylOwerelnotOUmeantOtoddecide
onBwhatlGOdhlreadythadfecreed.

ThelfinallOpasuktellsfusOthatisrael
traveledll andl arrivedd at Arvot
Moavl [ this0 isO their0 finall stop
beforelentrydntolEretzD¥israel.

Note:[JWeldhavefour[sedras[Jof
Bamidbarl(tbgbahdleleven[id [D'varim,
and[We[dre[dlready[dt[Arvot[Moav.
With[dhe[donclusion Cdf[Chukat, dve
havelatrived(atithelthreshold[df(Bretz
Yisrael.[Back[Gh[Mikeitz[Wve[Teft[dhe
LandlahdWent[down [idto [Egypt. [Nlow
welatelréadyingldurselves(tdréturn.

Maf€ir inSkcondMorah
7 [pIsukim [[IBamidbar[2B:9 15

Chapters[280and0290in0Bamidbar
(Parshatll Pinchas)O dealll with the
dailylandOMusatllkorbanotlinOthe
Mikdash.0SinceltheldtwolShabbat
p'sukimOarelfollowedObylthelfive
thatl deall withd Roshl Chodesh,
bothl portions arell readl forl the
MaftirlbnBhabbatRoshOChodesh.
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Haft¢ara 24*[plsukim
Yeshayahuléb: | [24

Thell Haftarall forl ShabbatOR"Ch
preemptsl thell regularl Haftara
(usually).0Thelobviouslreason[lfor
thelchoicellislfoundlindthelnextlto
thel lastl pasuk,l whichl mentions
bothBhabbathndR oshlChodesh.

‘DivreiMenachem
Tolstrikelor[not(tol strike?([1Thatlis
thelquestion/|MoshelIposed | after
receiving! thel command[tol talklto
thel] rockl] and[] consequently([] to
quench!( thel thirstl ofl ‘al iclamorous
people. 'Thelrock[lwas[that[from
which/Moshe[produced(water with
his(staff( lon[alJprevious[Joccasion.
Now, notfinding(that/specific/rock,
hel] presumed|| tol| repeatl] that

previous(laction!Jand,(lindeed, [ he
struck(another(rock((Midrash).

Following[this[levent,[IMoshe[Jand
Aharon/ lwere! linformed! Ithat( lthey
would hot[énter(the[Land[of(Israel,
solseverel lal punishment( that[ lour
rabbisl werel hard[ putl tol lexplain
what/caused/Gld[to[proclaim of(His
twolmost[hoble[servants:["Because
youlldid[not[]believellin[ I mel]to
sanctify[/Mellin[Ithe[leyes[lof(the
peoplelofilsrael.”

Because[Moshe hit(the tock rather
than(] spoke!] to[]it?[ | Becausel| he
unjustlyl called thelpeoplelrebels?
Becauselheldid[hotl search/for[the
originallrock?Becauselhelimplied
that(thepower to bringforthwater

was[] in[] his[] hands[] rather[] than
Hashem's[ ! ("Shalllwellbringforth
water?").

Perhapslany/onel of( thesel[possibill]
ities[suggested/bylour(rabbis(was
reason/ enough, [ clearlyl indicating
that[ Jewish[leadership[ [1thenl and
now! [[presents/lan/ lawesome!(land
incredible(challenge.

VEBBE[REBBE

Wel last! publicized this question| seven| years
ago. However, | thel problem 'recurs enough!(to
justify’periodiclrepetition. Tf thelfeaderhasTnot
had hisltefillin|shel rosh adjusted since then, he
islprobablywearing themincorrectly(niow.

QUESTION: Wherelis(thelexact place
to'put theltefillinshel rosh? 1t appears that
many(men|put'themtoo lowin|front, andno
onelsays anything!

ANSWER: Therel is/ nothing[ hew
under[the[sun. Rav[ Kook [ wrotela
pamphlet[calledclCHEVESH[P’ER[to
strengthen( ] thel] fulfillment[] ofT] the
mitzvalofltefillin.[His[main[complaint
was [ that[imen[wear[ the[tefillin[shel
rosh(foolow [(forward)(ontheirheads
andhirgedleadersto rectify the matter.

Thelgemaral(Menachot[37a)Iearns((as
opposed[to[the Tzedukim)[ithat[the
Torah, Calthough Cinstructing[to[place
thefefillin BEINEINECHA [(between
yourl eyes),[ tefers[tol thel part[ ofl the
head[ that[lcan[Ibe[Jshaved,[ notl[ the
forehead. Thus, the [forward most[part
ofltheltefillin[may[ golhollower than
wherel(the[toots [oflthe hairlinelexit[the
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scalp[(Shulchan[Aruch, [@rach(Chayim
27:9).[If that[ front[part[doesnhot[sit
directlylon [thehead [butlis(suspended
(which(is(usuallylal8ign(they are[too
low),[one(drawslanimaginary,perpen (]
dicular(linefo Wherelit would fouch.

Therefis [@Machloket/@mongRishonim
whether[theback[part[oflthe tefillin
can(beplaced@anywherelonthe fop [of
thehead(odrionlylonthefronthalf. The
gemaral (op.[¢it.)[talks[about[putting
tefillin(on, [orup [folandlincluding, the
placeloflalbaby’s[$oft[spotl(seelBeit
Yosef, OC[27[and[ Bi'ur[ Halachalto
27:9).[Thelmost[stringent[ dbpinionl[is
that(the(tefillin(must fit[in[the first[4
finger (widths[(or(slightly[more)(of the
head, [ starting[ from[thehairline(see
Kafl'Hachayim,OC[27:41).This[lis
basedonthegemarathat(therelisfoom
on[theheadtoplacetwollpairs of
tefillin(J (Eruvin[J95b), ] assuming[la
minimum CofCtwoJfingerwidths Cfor
tefillin[(see MishnaBerura[32:189).
Poskimlagreelthat[it[ismorelcrucial
that(the(tefillin Mot Be [even(slightlyltoo
low[than(that[they[not[extend [foo[far
back[(Chevesh[P’er, 2;Bi'ur[Halacha,
ibid.).

Whyldo[sohanymen [put(theirtefillin
toollow[Cor[too[closefor Jcomfort?
When Targeftefillinarefastened (by'the
partCwhich s furthestback) solthat
they(feelsecurelon(thehead (which[is
usually] when[] they [ are[] relatively
forward), “theyCare [likely[to Cextend
beyond(thelénd[oflthe hairline. (While
itlis easier[to[makemehudar(tefillin
thatlare(big, When theyldre foo big, [it
increases [ the problemsofl improper
placement.) [ What[usuallyhappens/is

that[peoplelarel fitted[ When[theyl get
new tefillinlor(tetzuot, eéxpecting|that
theylare( set[ for[life.[ But[theltetzuot
stretch@stheylareused,and thetefillin
extend[] ever[] further[] forward. ] Few
peopleknow How [fo[adjust(the knot[fo
compensate,Jand [imany[don’t [ know
thatthisCis[CperiodicallyInecessary.
Even[] someonel] who[l knows[] the
halachiclélement, butlis bald[orhas(a
recedinglhairline, [islikelytolassume
that(allliswellland thatthefefillin Took
low[ because[ofl alrecedinghairline.
Although[weldo[ follow[ the[ original
hairline, [inany[eéxaggerate how [low it
was[and"have nolway[ ofl_checking
other[than[Jmemory[]or[comparing
themselves|(tolthelyounger(generation.
(Old[pictures[don’t always[show![the
roots.).

Itfis iimportant(fodorrect people whose
tefillin[3lip downlandl¢ertainlythose
whose[fetzuot/are[so(stretched(outthat
theymaymothave fulfilledthe Titzva
in[yearsCand ‘make[alb'rachall’vatala
daily[] (seel] Rav[] Kook’s[] appeal).
However,[ bnel must[ bel veryl careful
how![ hel lcorrects( lothers[(seel Rashi,
Vayikral[19:17).tlis[best if the tabbi
periodicallyirgesmentolaskhimfo
checkland/orladjust. [If'this(is Mot/done,
anlindividual may[havellittle[choice
butlto [gentlylapproach those whomeed
help.[For[some, [it[pays[tolleavelan
anonymous mote. (Thelsensitivityissue
islisuallymoreldcute(for(older(people,
wholaremore[likely[tolTesent being
approached] byl someonel] much
younger.)[Asking, “Do[youwant[your
kesher[Jadjusted?”Jis[preferable to,
“Yourlfefillin[arefonWwrong”.[It[fakes
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little[dexterity[and[training toldo the
adjusting, [land[ it Jdoes[ not[ require
undoingthe knot.

Rav[DaniellMann,[EretzIHemdahlnstitute

CHIZUK #1DUD

DivreiTorahlfrom theweekly'sedra
withla focus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael I!
Chizuk{for Olim & 1dud fornot et Olim

Parashat[@hukat[Begins[With [the[Idws
pertaining[fo[the[Para[Aduma[he
quintessential ([chok[ih [the[Torah [Hak
it is[ totally[d beyond [ allldhuman
comprehension.[After[all, [there[i$[do
logicallekplanation [ab[td hylthe ashes
of(A[ted[heifer (S3hould [bring[About
ritual Cpurity[dny [inore[do[dhan[the
ashesloffalblown[cbw, [akalréd[sheep.

TheldinderlyingLinessage[ behind[Lthe
Para[Adumaldahdlalllchukim[=Hid[that
welkeep[Mitzvot,Lhot[Because[they
makesense[JtoCus, CIbut[CIbecause
Hashem[bhslcbmmandedubtd[dbsb.

InCdhat[dpirit, [dhe[placementLofldhe

laws[bf[(Para[CAdumalisChot[doincid

dental.Cdmmediately [following[these
laws, [the Torah[shys:[The [CQhildren lof
Israel, (the [Whole[aksembly,[drrived[ih
the[WildernessLbf[ ZinLin[theirst
month [Chnd[kthe[people[kettled[in
Kadesh”[Numbers[20:1).[Thisderse
marks [the bkginning[oflykar 40 [id the
wilderness.[3Blykars[hhve[phssed[since
the[ttagedy [df[the[sin [of[the[spies, [ahd
the[] divine[J decree[] against[] that
generation [[Ithat[they [Would[all[die[is
the[wilderness[IThad[finallyCbeen
fulfilled.

Theldownfall[offthe[spies[rksulted, [nbt
from [ their [ misunderstanding[] the
nature[df[the[lland[df[Tsrael [And[Her
inhabitants, [(But[from [dheir[dejecting
theldivinel[commandl[tb[ehterlidtolthe
Land[df[Israel, (stifying[their Ldefusal
on[thelgrounds[dflpractical[donsider[]

ations.

Atl[the[Beginning[df[thefinal[year[ih
the[Cwilderness, (lHashem [seeks[Ito
ensurelthat[this[dew[deneration Wil
not[mhake[the[shmelnhistake[When[the
time[domes[to[énterlihto[the[land,
hencelthe[ldws[dflthe[BaralAdumalak
thelvkrylstartlofithe[durney.

Today, [ak[Was[the[chselih[the[time[df
the[$pies,[ there[ds[ho[ $hortage[ bf
challenges Cwithin[srael[that[those
living[dutside [dan[se[tb [lstify [their
continuedI[rksidencel[id [Exile.[And, [idfid
alsollikely[that[Wwere[the[Promised
Land[in[the[Caribbean,[inoreJews
from[Americalwould[probablylchoose
to[make[Alliya.

But, [it! s[nbt.

Atlthelehd[dflthedhy, WelliVelid drael,
because[here [ 1[1And Conly Chere [T
where[Hashem[Has[dommandeduk[tb

live.

There willL1 always[] be[] practical
justifications[ds[tb [Why[dot[th [dome
home[I[Ahd[fbr[that[deason[We[Have
thelchok[df[PhralAdumaltd [rkmind[us
that[it’'s[dot[dlways[dboutvhat[ve
think.

RabbiZeevOrenstein, Jerusalem
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RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:
CHUKAT

"Captivity’

What's[] worse?(1 Death(] byl the
plague?By[thesword?[Starving[to
death?(] Or[] being(] sentenced(] to
captivity?

Whatlalhorribleset of choices, and
whatlalbizarrelquestion(tolask!

ButCour[Sagesasked[preciselylthis
questionlin(tesponseltolal prophecy
offJeremiahthatrheladdressedtora
sinfullpeople.[Afrightening[prophecy
indeed:

"Gld(said[to[me,'Evenlif(Mosheland
Shmuellwere(tolintercedewith[me, [l
would[ I not[1bellwon[lover[ltollthat
people.[1 Dismiss(] them[ from[T my
presence, andlletithemigolforth! /And
ifltheylaskyou,"Tolwhatishallwe(go
forth?"Janswerl]them, 1 "Thus(]said
HaShem:

Thoseldestinedforitheplague,folthe
plague;[ ] Thosel destined(] for(] the
sword, to(the[sword; Thoseldestined
forl famine,] toll famine;l] Those
destined( for[ captivity, [ to[ captivity."
(Yirmiyahu(15:2)

ThereLlis[no_questionabout(it.[TThe

Jewish[historicalCJexperiencelisrife

withDallCfouroftheTabovellcatas(]
trophes.Yirmiyahu's[prophecycame

truemorethan(justlalfew[timeslin

ourlhistory.

Isfitrantidle [questiontolask which[of
thefourlistheworst?[Are(they notall
terrible?

ButUthellquestionllis[asked[lin(Jan
astoundingpassagelin[theTalmud
(BavalBatral[8b), in[connection[with
thelJ great] mitzvall of(J redeeming
captives.[JRabbiJYochanan, Joneof
thelgreatest(teacherslinthe[Talmud,
refers(]tollthel] abovell passagellin
Yirmiyahu(J and(]says:[1"Each]sub(]
sequentJcalamityJinOthisOversellis
harsher(than(the onel precedinglit!"
ForChim,theswordlisCalworselfate
than(Ithel]plaguelforlIthe1bodyl(lis
disfigured.JHunger(lis[Iworsellthan
deathrbythelswordbecauserofithe
immense[sufferingllinvolved(in[Jthe
former.

Captivity, "Rabbi"Yochananllasserts,
isflworsethan(alllof the other(three,
becauselalllof(themarelincludedlin
it.[As[Rashirexplains:[Thelcaptivelis
totally(Jat[ithe mercy(lofhis[captor,
wholmay(slayhimCor(starve him(to
deathlas[hel¢hooses."

Ourpeople,Lwhohaveenduredso
manyformsrofcalamity,haveknown
captivity[ firsthand (] and(! frequently.
Our(] nationall] consciousness[] has
alwaysl’knownhow[ painful captivity
is,andJhow [ muchCeffortwemust
invest(linCfreeingJcaptivesJandllin
appreciatingthefjoysloffreedom.

This[past Shabbat, June[ 25,2011
(Parshat1Korach),[Tmarked(]exactly
fivelyears(sincelonelof ourlbrethren
was/( Itaken(]captivel byl swornland
fanaticallJ enemies(] of ] theJ Jewish
people.ClOreferCofcourse toJGilad
Shalit,[the[young(lsraeli soldieriwho
is[beinglldetainedlundermiserable
circumstancesbylHamas.

ItCisCimportantthatJeachofCusbe
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constantlylaware(ofrhisplight, Wwhich,
welhaveljustilearned,listheworstlof
alllplights.[MyrhomeflintJerusalemris
justJalIshortwalkfrom(ItheThead(’
quarterst] of] thed Israelid Prime
Minister; daily,[ 1 pass[theltent[from
which(linformation(]about(] Gilad(]is
distributed,fandfromiwhichrpoignant
pleas(for(hisireleaseemanate.

This[week, 1 thooseto teflect upon
thelThorrors[oflcaptivityCinIgeneral,
and(to(feelthelpainlofGilad andlhis
loved(] ones.[! This[] week,] Gilad's
suffering(] is[] especially] relevant
becauselitlislin[ this[week's[ Torah
portion, ] Parshat] Chukat, Othat[we
readlofthelvery(firstlJewfolbecome
alprisoner(oflwar.

Thelversel(Bamidbar21:1) tellsTof
theJCanaanite JKingofJAradJwho
"engaged(lIsraelllinCbattle-and[took
somel] of(] them[ captive."J Rashi,
following[theJMidrash, Thastens(to
add(that[Jonly[Jonel] prisoner(]was
taken,armaidservant.[BelthatasTit
may,(this(is(the(firstrecordlof alJew
beingltakenlintol[captivitylin(thelheat
of(battle.

ThelJreactionJof ithe people[to the
horrorfofrhavingrarcaptivesnatched
from[theirCmidstlisalpowerfulCone:
"Thenllsraellmadelavow to thellLord
andrsaid,IfCyouldeliver thisCpeople
intorourChand, welwilllutterlyTdestroy
their( cities."[] Andl] they(] indeed
proceedtoldol[so, toltheextent that
theLcollective[(hameLofCall the Ttities
becamell Chorma,[1 which] means
"doomed(toldestruction".

Itimaynotbepoliticallycorrectithese
days(tolcallfor(thel[utter destruction

of(Tthecitiesof lourlenemies.'The
moralityof suchfalresponselsurely
needs(tolbelcontemplated.[But one
thinglisforlcertain.[ Thelloss ofleven
onelsoldierrhaslalwayslbeenltaken
very,[very[seriously.[Back(then, Wwith
ourl] maidservant, ] andl] now, ] with
GiladrShalit.

WelldolInot’knowl[Thow[IMoshellor

AharonCresponded,JasJitOwasthe

peopleofClsraelClwhoJassertedthat

theylcouldhotltolerate[the takinglof

alcaptivefrom_theirCmidst.[FurtherQ
more,[welcanheverlknow whatthey

really(llearned(ofl lthe [ fate[lof(Ithat

captive,norCofCwhetherCor[notshe

was(successfullyrecovered.

Butweldolearnthatourresponselfo
thelcaptivityJofJoneofJourfellow
Jews[mustbeloneloflindignantland
effectivellaction.[1Oncellagain,1the
Torahportionoflthelweek, whichties
Korach with(J Chukat, [ astoundingly
carries[almessagelof relevancefor
todayrand(forthisimomentrinitime.

This[Sabbath, as[wel utter al prayer
forlthefwellbeingrandrsafereturnrof
GiladShalit, et usfullyCrealizethat
welmustldolall’'welcan toladvocate
hisCrelease.l1And et TusTalsofully
realizethatGiladrepresentsonlythe
most[IrecentlexampleJofJalIsoldier
whoTisltragicallysufferingthat'most
direlof(calamities, ‘captivity.

& Weldre[3ometimes[too[hasty,
whenve[discover[#hat[there[Gk[3
reason[for[ldoing[lsomething,[1to
assume [that [t [Was[dur[deasonHor
having[dbnelitl

From['A[CandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein
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Praying@uthassion

Giving[morelmeaning[tb [dur Mfillah
OneWeek[ataITime
Excerptedand teprintedwith permission of the author

P'sukeidZimra:
Hal'lilNafshi
ALife [df[Praise

n’v’vnx /T DR WD 99 AP
273 TG TR 20

Meaning:ktdanslation...

Hallelulyhh![Praise[ Hashem,[. Oy
soul! ILWill[praise[Hashem

while m]:ilve,[l]lﬂ'ill [phake [mhusic[tb
my [G [diwhile [Ekist.

Theme:
Anleksential [cbnceptlofithe [prayer

Thel[Reasonfor(Living

Alpersonlpraises[Hashem[during[His
life,[ahd[also, [through [the [Way[hk [iVves
his [ife.

Insight: Deeperlmeanings...
Allfor[Hashem

Thesimple[dmeaningLlof LIAHAL'LA
HASHEMLB'CHAYAIL I Dwill Cpraise
Hashem While[lilve’, [dthat While [=n
alive[[Will[pkraise[Hashem.[However, [al
deeperl] meaning[] ofC] AHAL'LA
HASHEMI[B'CHAYAIIS[that[Hashem’s
praise[tomes[hbout[ throughUliving
one’sl[life.

Dovid[BaMelech, (Whose[ife (Mras [ife
with[War, [Hetrayal [ahd[dain, [sbught[al
continuous[donnection[With[Hashem
from [the[thidst[df[His[all[tbo [rkal[Tife
struggles[[Ine [thing [Ttk [df[Hashem,
and[that[ik[What [ deek: [dhat[ILday
dwell i [the [House[df(Hashem[all[the
daysLofUiny[life’ LT hilim[27:4).[Yet,
how[cbuld[Dovid[HaMelech,Iétalone
any[drdinary[ihdividual, [rkally [skek[tb
dwell i [the [Housel[df(Hashem[all[the
days[df(His [ife? (MVhat[time[does[that
leave[for[the[Hay[tb[day[ toutine [ L]
earningl] allivelihood, [ caring[] for
children, [dleeping,[datingLdnd (Il [1he
other[mundaneltdsksthat fill lour [dhys?

RambanL{on[D'varim[é:3)[éxplains:
“...Youlshould[dct[dowards[Hashem
like [@[Servant[Who [serves[His[thaster
always. .. [dhis[leads[do[What[Chazal
termed, [JAnd [ét[all[ybur [aktivities [be
for[the[dake[df[Heaven.” [This[theans
thatlaven [When[algerson[id[aktending
to[his [physical [nkeeds, [he [should[do [sb
for(thelsakeofsérving[Hashem.

For[lexample,[1Chazal[lstate,[ 1“And
behold,JitClwas[very[dgood [ [the
culminationlof[Qreation], [this[réfers(td
sleep. s [sleep[dldood[thing? (\Vhy,[d
person[id[skemingly [nbtlakcomplishing
anythinglpFoductivelthen! Yet, bkcause
alperson[sleeps, (He[awakes[rkfreshed,
and[dccupies[Himself[With[Torah[[and
Mitzvot]...LdandLdwhenever[1hellis
engaged[in[attending[to[lanything
physical,[He[should[Keep[ih[thind[the
verse, [AHAL'LAHASHEMB'CHAYAI,
‘|will[pkaise Hashem bwthile [live’.”
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Visualize:
Imagesthatbringltheprayer[td[ife

Live[Ih[Service

When[Mrs.[ Bloom[became[bld[hnd
infirm,[Her [family [Hired [dn [Hide [tb ive
with[Her[ahd[aktend[tb[Her[deeds.[The
aideivedCwith[Mrs.[ Bloom[inCher
apartment, [ kleptCJon[ChCkot[in[(Mrs.
Bloom’s[bedroom, Clcooked CforChher,
served[Her[mheals,[Helped [Her [Wash[ahd
dress[dach[horning[dndldight,[\Walked
with [her[dutdoors[dn[pleasant[days[ahd
kept[Her[dompanylihdoors[the[dest[df
theltime.

OneldflthelchildrenBecameldissatisfied
with[the Way[the[dide[performedHer
job.[[She’s[dot[thking[dare[df(Mommy,
she’stakingUcareofherself!”Cthe
daughter[complained[to Cthe Cloldest
brother.[J‘ICtame by [ht[ twolin[the
afternoon,[And[Mommy[as[aking[ 2
nap.[There[Was[theldide, [fhst[akleeplih
her[dot, [thking[Rer[dap! I Tbok[ih[the
fridge [to Lthake[dure[they’ve[got[fbod,
and[What[do[IIsee?[She[Bought[Herself
milk, Ldheese, [dggs[MTHII[Kinds[df[things
thatMommyI[chn’tleht!”

Thelblder[brothertalmedlhis[Sister
down.[[dShe[Has[to[dap [When[Mommy
does,[Becauseldhe’sLip[dtLaightLdvhen
Mommy [Wakes[p.[And Why[shouldn’t
sheldat[the[fbod[she[ikes? [She[Has[tb
stay[dtrong[And[feel[good [ Ho[Beldny
good[ ko[ Mommy.[Even[when[khe’s
taking[dare[df[Herself,[she’s[thking[dare
of CMommy.[She[Oives[withCMommy
everylday,[ahd[she’s[rksponsible fbrher
242"

Likewise, indourrelationship[with
Hashem, [ifCour[goal ks [Ho Flive (vith

Him”[akound[thelclock,[elvery[day,[then
everythingLve[Ho[to[ keep[burselves
healthy,[ktrong,[tontentCind Cpositive
arelih[fhct[dcts[dfldervice [do [Him.[By
staying[healthy[Chnd[ktrong, [Clwelhre
readylahd[able[tb[do[mhitzvot[ahdIéarn
Torah.[Th[this[Way,[dur[ives[Hecomeld
praise[tb[Hashem.

ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecologyinl Accordance with Halacha

WholislObligatedlin|Mitzvot?

Last[time[wel saw/[ that theLlSHOTEHLis
exempt[ lfrom[Jthe[ lmitzvot[ whereas  Ithe
PETIlislobligated [ in[Jmitzvot, [Jat[ least
those(| that[] he[] can[] comprehend[ | and
perform. Ourldefinition[ ofl thelSHOTEH
islone[whois [psychoticland[has(dwarped
grasploflreality; (the [PETI is[one who[has
mentall deficiency.

It[1is[] commonly( ] asked[ ] why[] is[] the
SHOTEH[ exempt[ from[ mitzvot[ but[ the
PETI lisCobligated? The ([SHOTEH [ ‘may
show/intelligencelandlinfacthave[periods
ofl sanity[and[exhibit[normall functioning,
whereas[lthe[[PETI[Jacts[in[Ja[Jchildlike
manner. [Surely (thehalachalshould[be the
reverse, that[the (PETIis[éxempt[and[the
SHOTEHTislobligated!

Severall reasonshavebeenl suggested[ for
this; last[time[We[quoted [fromRav(Moshe
Feinstein[that[the (SHOTEH s unstable,
andlhas[upslanddowns, but the[PETI(is
stable.[Truelhe[ay[only[reach(thellevel
oflalsix[year(old[child whohas(a[constant
albeit/ diminished [ ¢comprehension.

Tolserve[Hashem[and[bel[bbligedlin the
commandments[] requiresl] all certain
stability[ Jand [this[ Jis[/lacking[/from[the
SHOTEH, [thereforehe[or[shelis[eéxempt
from[the mitzvot.

OUllsraelllCenterTT60 #- 18 <2[ThelChukatlRoshllChodeshb771lissue



Another[possible[éxplanationlisbased[on
his[Jlack[Jofl Iresponsibility[/due[Jto[his
disconnection[from(teality. ' The[(SHOTEH
cannot(belheld tesponsible(for his actions
and[thus[cannot[be obliged[to[performla
mitzva.[] The[] Torahl]cannot[]giveIsuch
responsibilityto[the(SHOTEH. However
iffhe(performs(altitzvalonlhis(ownlaccord
then( there[] arel] opinions[] that[] it[] is
considered [d[bonalfide[performance(ofithe
mitzva. [ The PETI(is different[[The hasla
connection[ Wwith[tealityand(is[ obliged in
theperformance ofl those mitzvotWwhich
helis/capable(ofldoing.

Maybeanother(Jexplanation[lis[that[ the

SHOTEH has[hol comprehension,[ or[ e

arelincapable[ofl judginghis[comprehen!]
sion[and This lintention. [So [that[any[action

thatlhe[performs(is/meaningless. Welmay

view [ him[as[acting[out ofl thelservicel of
Hashem, [ but[hel may[ bel acting[due[ to

voices| that[he[ hears[in[his[ ‘mind.[This

action/cannot![thereforebedefined [as[the

performancelofl almitzval éven whenlitlis

done. [This [follows[the opinion[that[When

the [SHOTEH[ ldoes [ lal mitzval lit[ lis[ not

considered|as(a(real mitzva.

The PETI has[ al puerile[ comprehension,
butlchildrenlalso performlactions(for[the
"right"[Ireasons[Jand[Iso[the [IPETI[Ican
perform[mitzvotland(is thereforelobliged
toldolso.

ForOwhatever[the [feason, the Chalachalis
that[the [SHOTEH [is [exempt[from[thitzvot
whilelthe[PETI(is [obliged[inthe [mitzvot.

Howl¢anweldefine (SHOTEH and(PETI
today?

Moreon(this mextWweek.

ExcerptedMith[permissionfilom Gold

from[the[land[dfISrael
ANew[ghtloh[the Weekly Portion flom
the[Writings[off
Rabbi[Abraham{I$aac[HaKohen[Kook
by Rabbi[@hanan[Morrison
URIMPUBLICATIONS, [lem[INY[]
website:[rhvkooktorah.org

TheBookldf{God’s[Wars
Adapted[fdom[Ein[Ayah[vbl. 1] [pl 246

The[Torah[deading[{Parshat[Chukat)
concludes[With[@An[dbscureldeference
todthe[1“Book[of[(1God’s[(1Wars”,
describinglthe[Arnon[chnyon [near[the
border[between[the [hnd[dfISraellahd
Moav.[Thelvkrseslalelcryptic,[ahd[the
Talmud[{B'rachot[34a,b) Hills[in [the
detailsith the fdllowing[story:

Just[before[ the[sraelites[vere[ to
enter[thelThnd[dfI3rael, [the[Amorites
(oneldflthe[Canaaniteldations) laid[d
trapfbrthem.[They[chipped[away[al
thelrbcek, [clheatinghiding[placesalong|al
narrowlpass[in[the[Arnon[¢anyon.
There[dthe[JAmorite[soldiers[Jhid,
waiting[for[khe[sraelites[ ko[ pass
through, When[they[cbuldlattack[them
with[gheatladvanIfdge.

Whatlthe[Amorites[did[nbtkhow[wWas
that[the[Holy[Ark[Would[smooth[the
way [for [#he[Jewish Lpeoplelin [their
travels[through the [desert.

When[the[Ark[@rrived[dt[the[Arnon
Pass,[the ChhountainsCbn[Ckach [Ckide
crushed[tbgether, Hilling[the[Amorite
soldiers.[] The[ Israelites] traveled
through[the [phss, Blissfully luhaware[df
their[dkliverance.[But[at[the [ehd [cf[the
Jewish[camp [Were[tvolépers,[damed
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EtlahdMehav.[The[astldnes[tb[dross
through, [il[Was[they [Who[doticed[the
riverbedturned[trimson[from[the
crushedlehemyl[sbldiers.[Theyrkalized
that[d[iracle[Bad[faken[place,[dnd
reportedit[JtoLthe[rest[lof[the
Israelites.[ The[éntire[hation[$ang[ 3
songLbf[ thanks,[hamely, [the [poetic
verses[that[the Morah[quotesfdom[the
“BooklofGod’sWars.”

BattlesldfitheTorah

The[Talmudldlearlyunderstands[that
this[Was[@[Historical [dvent,[dnd[dven
prescribes[A[ blessing[to[be[ tecited
uponlkeeing[the[JArnon[Pass.[ Rav
Kook, [However,[ihterpreted(thelstory
in[an[Allegorical (ashion.[What[are
“God’s[ Wars”?[] These[] are[ the
ideological bhttlesof[the Torahagainst
paganism[dnd[dther[defarious Niews.
Sometimes[the[Battle (k[ butlih[the
open,[Jal] clear[] conflict[] between
opposing[dultures[dndifestyles.[And
sometimes[] thel danger[J lurks[] in
crevices, [Waiting[Hor [ dhe[bpportune
moment[to[ émerge[dnd[Attack[the
foundationsoffthe Morah.

Often[idlid[pkecisely those Wholaleldn
the[ftinges, [like[the [dpers[atthe[edge
oflthe[camp, (Who[are [chost [aware [df
the[d philosophical [l and [ ideological
battles[that[the[Torah[Wages.[These
twollepers[tepresentliwo[types[ bf
conflictClbetween[lthe[dTorah[and
foreign[dultures.LAnd[the[Holy[Ark,
containing[the[tWo[stoneltiblets[flom
Mount[Sinai,[i[d[etaphorfor[he
Torahlitkelf.

Thelnames[dflthe[tivolépersWere[Bt

and[Vahav.[What[do[these[peculiar
names[nean?

Thelbalord [EIT id[Hebrewlidah alixiliary
word, lWvith [ho[dheaning Lof[itsCown.
However,[illcbntains[the[firstlahd[dst
letters[offlthe Mord [EMET, “truth”. [ET
represents[those[challenges[that[stem
from[newideasin[(science[Jand
knowledge.[BT [i$ [delated [tb[dbsolute
truth;blit, Without[the middleldtter, it
is [ahly alixiliary [td [the [eduth, [dcking its

substance.

ThewordLJVAHAVcomes[lfrom
AHAVA [theaning[love” [{its[Hebrew
letters[lhave[Jthe Llsame[Inumerical
value).[The[thixingdp Ldflthe [Tktters
indicates[that[this[i$[dn[dncontrolled
formLbfllove[And[passion. L WAHAV
represents[the[struggle[Between[the
Torah[dAnd[Wild, [unbridleddiving, [the
contest[Betweenl[ihstant[gratification
andleternallvhlues.

When[hese [dwo[ddversaries[Mhew
scientific L¥iewpoints L{ET) Ldnd Ldinre ]
strained[Hedonism[LVAHAV)ldome
together,lvefind[durselves[drapped
with[do[dscape,ike[the[Tsraelites[ih
the[Arnon[Bass.[Only[thelight[dflthe
Torahl@slrépresented by [the [Ark)chn
illuminate[dtheCway, Clcrushing[Cthe
mountains[tbgether[ahd[defeating[the
hidden[foes.[These[énemies[ihay[Be
unnoticed[By[those[immersedlih[the
inner[shnctum [df(Torah.[Butlthose[ak
theleldge, (Whoselcbnnection[tb[Torah
and[the[Jéwish[peoplelis[tknuouslahd
superficial, [ake[akutely [aware[df[these
struggles,[dnd [thoreikely [t [Witness
thelvictory [offfthe [Morah.
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Thelctushing[coflthehidden adversaries
by [the[Ark,[ds[the[IkraelitesLdntered
into[thelland[dflI$raellih[the [time[df
Moshe, [id[alsign fbr[the [fliture Mctory
oflthe[Torah[dverlits[ideological [and
culturallaldversaries[ih [the[time[df[the
return [tdZion id lolur [dhys.

AllookQt[CHUKAT
from[O@zTorah

Miracles don’t¢
strikelfwice

Moshe[Was[tbld[tb[sheak[tb[the[rbck
and [telI[idltd [ghsh fdrth [Water. Idstead,
he[Struck[Mhe[tock. (Thevater [till
flowed, [ IbutlIMoshe[lwas[Iseverely

punishedfor[disobeying[his [ihstruc]

tions.[Yet[there[Had[Been[dn[darlier
occasion[When[God[Bad[tbld[Moshe
tolstrikelthatlvkry[shmelrbck: (ake[id
your[Hand[Your[dod [With [Which [you
smotelthel[diver. Strike[the [Hock, [and
water[shalllcbme[dut[dflit, [sb[that[the
peoplelhay[drink”[(Bh'mot[117:5[4).If
striking[the [dock [Was[alright[the [first
time, hat[Was[sb WrongWith [illhbw?

Aidrashiclahswer[i3[that[God[does
notlgderform[the[shme[rhiracletwice.
Herelthe[first[nhiracle ould[dccur by
meansLafLstriking[the[dock,[dnd[the
second[bly[speaking[td[if. Welske [how

Divine[iraclesChever[tepeat[dhem[]

selves[ih[dhe[fhct[dhat[ivhen[Moshe
needed[ o[ dweeten[bitter (Wvater[The
was[tbld[tb [chst[allcdertain [tlee[ihto[i
(Sh'mot[I5:25), butwhen[Elishahhdltd

make[Water[drinkable[He[Was[tbld[tb
cast(saltlidto itl(Melachim Blet2121).

In[dlskense[Weldet[the[shme[thessage
when[the [ISiddurUlstates[khat[lthe
Almighty [Fenewslelvery[day[the Work

of[(Creation”.[ThisCdoes[hot[heces[]

sarily (ihdicate[dhat[God [depeats[the
sameldreative[mhiracle [dvery[day,[But
that[dvery[day[i$[alldew[rhiracle.[And
sincelelery[dhyidlnkwlahd[miraculous,
itCoffers[human [beings[d vonderful
freshdpportunity.[God[dbesnbt(gb[id
forlsameness,lahd[nkither[shouldwle.

The Red[Heifer's
Great[Secret

Guestlarticlelby

Rabbi[Ephraim[Bprecher
Dean(of[Students,DiasporallY eshiva

Rashill inll Parshatll Chukatll quotesl] a
Midrashlthatl explainsthatlthel Red
HeiferllislaltikunOforlthelsinloflthe
goldenl calf.ll "Toll whatll can[I this[ be
likened?[Tolhlnaidwholvorkednlthe
palacelbflthelking.[OnelHaylherlkhild
camellandlsoiledlthellpalacellwithlhis
filth.0Thellkinglsaid:[' Letlthellmother
comelindtleanlliptherlthild'sFilth™

Thislislthellconceptllofllatonement[ifor
thelkoldenltalf,Forlthe[Holy[Dnelbaid:
"LetllthelRedlHeiferllcomellandlatone
forlihelfoldenltalf."

ThelMidrashlkxamineslthelbonceptlbf
the[Red[Heiferlhndlihelkoldenltalf,hnd
findsll manyll strikingll parallels] and
connections.[Forldxample:

<0 Whyll mustll thell heiferll bell red?
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Scripturelllikenslsinltol red,Ibecause
whenllallpersonlsins,lhellforfeitslhis
blood:['Thoughlyourlinslbelhslicarlet,
theylshalllbelhsOwhitelhsBnow;though
theylbellikelledkrimson, [theylkhalllbe
whitelhsvool"l{Yeshayahull :18).[8ays
thellHolyllOne:[Sincellisrael'slsinslare
red,DIetDtheDheiferDaIsoneDredDmand
whenlitlislburned,lit'slhsheslhrelwhite
..[thuslkhelprophetlhssuresthislbeople
inll thell Creator's] namell thatll God
promisesl "theyll shallll bell whitell as
snow."

«[inlorderlforlthelheiferltodbelfit,lit
mustlheverlhaveltarriedhoke.[rhislis
anlhllusionltollsraellvholthrewlbfflthe
yokell offll Heavenll inll insubordination
whenltheylWorshipediihelgoldenltalf.

dWhylmustlthelheiferlbelgivenlto
Eleazar,] anl assistant,] andll notl the
Kohenll Gadolll himself?ll Because
Aharonlloversawllthellcreationlofllthe
goldenltalf,hndlthereforeltDvouldhot
seemlproperlforlhimlolbfficiatelwith
thellheifer.[Therellislalprinciple:0"The
sa me[bneDNhODNasuarosecutor,[Eannot
becomelliefenseldttorney."

[IThelheiferlisbburned,lanlallusionlto
theltalflthatlvaslburned:[' Andlhellook
thellcalfllwhichltheyllhadllmade,land
burnedlitlinlihelfire..."h'mot$2:20

o[l Threell speciesl arell used:[ hyssop,
cedar,ll andl scarletll wool,0 which[ are
reminiscentlbfltheB0000vholfelllhtlthe
sinloflkhelkalf.AndOwhylkheselkhree?
Thell cedarll isl thell highest,[ andl the
hyssoplslthellowestl..[hndOvhoeverlls
haughtyllequalltolthelkinlofllidolatry)
mustlbecomellikelhllvorml{fromlvhich
thellredlldyellislobtained)linlhisdown

eyes,laslKinglDavidlprayed:0"10am[a
wormlhndlhotlhllnan"[{T'hilim[22:7).0f
helwillowerlhndthumblelhimself,[his
sinsllvilllbelhtoned.

«lhustlaslthelsinlofllthellgoldenllcalf
exertsltslinfluencelforever, lhsltlbtates:
"onlthatlaydvilllememberlloulhndll
willll rememberll yourll sin"[l (Sh'mot
32:34),1 soll tooll thell Holyll One
commanded[thatlthellashesloflthelred
heiferlbelkeptlhsthltemembrancelforlhll
generations:[I' Andltheylbhalllbe[forlthe
congregation oflthelkchildrenlofllisrael
forlhlfemembrance."

IAndfustlhslthelloldenlkaltlkendered
alllthosellvholparticipatednltdmpure,
[Mforlidolatrylkauseslimpurity,[hs[itllis
written:["Youlkhalllkastlitthwaylhs[h
thinglimpure..."[{Yeshayahu[30:22),Bo
thelheiferlkenderslhlllthoselwholtome
intoltontactlvith[itAmpure.

J Andlaslisraellbecamell purell when
Moshellburnedlthellgoldenlcal flfire
beinglthelsymbolDofllpurginglsinllko
Israeldbecomeslpurellthroughlthelthe
burninglbflihelledlheifer.

Thus,[velhavelteceivedlhnlbxplanation
thatlthell purificationlbylthell heifer's
asheslisrelatedl toll thell goldenl calf
episode,[hndl'letlthelmotherlbomelhnd
cleanlherelthild'slfilth".

Ifllo,EhenlvhylsBhelbrdinancelbflthe
Red[Heiferl3tillltalledBICHOK?

Surelylthell elementl ofll mystery(l has
abated;[tlskimplylhnatterlbfltectifyll
inglthelinlbfltheloldenltalfilwhylHid
King[Bolomonlhtatellegardinglthe[Red
Heifer:[I...1Baid00vill[ketlvisdom, but
itlisbeyondline."[{Koheletl}:23)
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Yes,[bvenliffitlslkrantedthatithelfecret
mechanismlwhichlpowerslthelkleansl]
ingllofllthesellasheslislthelpowerllof
T'shuva,Ubutlthislitselfllisdabovellthe
realmlbfltomprehension![Forlkvenlthe
greatestl wisdomlandlcomprehension
cannotlFathomlbrkxplainlthelpowerlbf
T'shuvalhndlhowlitlworks[l..lonlylkhe
Holyll Onell Himself, inl hisl infinite
mercylldecreedllthatllisshouldlbellso.
T'shuvallslthellnostlinysteriousGodly
secretlbflhil!

ArtScrolllSeries ® MesorahlPublicationsLtd.

WISDOM[[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

R’ Shmuellaf[Sbkolovwasalvkry[pious
and[devote[dan.[His[¢hildren,Civho
had[gonelinto[business,[ere[Very
successful,Chnd[ChadChccumulated[Ch
greatldeal[df[Wealth.[R’'[Shmuel[Was
veryLinuch[afraid Cthat[their[vealth
would[I¢ad[them [away [ftom[the [thue
path,[do[he[damedo[Bis[Rebbe,[R’
Yechezkel [df[(Kuzhmir,[dnd [akked[the
Rebbeltb[dray[that[R’[Shmuel’s[sbons
wouldose[their[(ealth, CAnd[thus
remainTorah[ttue.

“That[i$ [tbtally[unnecessary,” [said[R’
Yechezkel.[BHashem [(Has [(Hlis [ays [df
ensuringl things. L1 IfC]yould are[so
concerned,[pray[to[Hashem[$imply
that[ybur[children[Will [cbmain [trueltd
their bkritage.”

#EHEBH

R’[Moshe[IChaim,[brother[bf[khe
Rebbe Oof[(1Gur, Cwas [aClsuccessful
businessman.

When [Be Msited[Warsaw, [he [drovelid

his[Horse[and[thagnificent[darriage[tb
see[JhisClelderlyl]parents.L1As[1he
approached(their[bbme, hk[shwlah[dld
woman [stooped(uhder [alhkavy [dad[df
straw.[INo[dooner[did[he[pass[her,
than[he[fealized it was[his[lown

mother.

Quickly Cktopping[kthe[karriage, Che
jumpedlLdown[dnd[dan[dverdo[her.
“Mother,” [Chelbaid,[1'why[hre[Jyou
carryinglslichalhkavyIdad?”

“I'mBringing[straw[fbr [alohattress[fbr
alnkwblide,” [repliedhisimother.

“Mother,” [(begged[R’[Moshe[ Chaim,
“leave[the[straw[alone,[ahd [l [phy [fbr
enough[strawfdrlténmattresses.”

“My[sbn,” [ckpliedhis[ohother, [Hirst o
all, dour[PJaying[fbr[the [straw ould
deprive[ohe[df[almhitzva.[Second[df[all,
the[dew[Bride[deeds[thoney[ds[Well.
Instead[df[Paying[fbr[the[hattresses,
justlgiveber[the [Money.”

ForYourlnformation...

For[lthoselltaking[ 1Shabbat[learly...
meaning[that[you[WillCbe[Havening
Maariv[before[bunset,[jjou[Ho[ bay
Yaaleh[Y'yavo,dven[though[it[it [dot
really[Rosh[Chodesh[yet.[This[is[the
way [ifWorkshen[dneldhvensMaariv
from[Plag[HaMinchalahdlohward.

Shabbat[Rosh €hodesh
Shabbatlahd[Rosh[@hodesh[go[dicely
togetherIIthe[Musaf[df[Shabbat[is[ah
expanded[Version [ bfl khe[weekday
sacrifices[](twollambs) [Jand[1Rosh
Chodesh's[Musafli$ [Mike[those[df[the
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Chagim[(bull(s), [chm, [Ambs, [ahd algbat
Chatat).

Makes [sknselwWhen [ybuthink[about[if.
Six[days...[ahd [dn[the[Zth [[IShabbat[id
oneldflthe[days[dflthe[Weekland[the
uniquelahelamongl(them.

The[[Lhagim[belong[to[ the[Jewish
calendar,CwhichCis[(dbased Clon Clthe
monthslahdRlosh[Qhodesh.

On@anothermote...

When[Rosh[Qhodesh [idldn alweekday
somelbhvelthel[clistom[tb[hhvealnheal
in[its[Honor.[MVhen[Rosh[@Thodesh[i3
on[Shabbat,[1the[dmore[Jcommon
practice[id[tb[énhance[dnel[(br[mhore)
ofthe[Shabbat[meals[id (honor[df[Rlosh
Chodesh[With[ah[ektralkligel, aIspecial
side[dish, aIfAncy [dessert[Hbme [of[the
above, alloftheabove...

Towardsbetterdavening
andYorahHeading

My[Brotherfrom[Bittsburgh

No,I'don't[Bave[d[Brotherlih [Pitts[]

burgh.[Butlthe[rhbbildflhy [childhood
shulldid.[And[He [Would[defer[tb[Him
often[ih[Shabbat[thorning[drashot[ds
"my [Brother[ftom [Bittsburgh[zbl[zhyn
gezunt[{nay [he [Ble (healthy). My [fther
z"|vould[ihvariably Divhisper [do Line,
"hisCbrother[3hould[be[Chealthy Cbr
Pittsburgh[3hould[be [healthy?"[This
happenedlsb[dften[that[it[(Hecame[an
inside [oke [id [the Fdmily.

So[What[is[this[ahecdoteldoing[ih [the
TBDATR cblumn?[@oupleldflrkasons.
Let's[start[With [the[end[df[NISHMAT,
when[the[ bne[vholis[khazan[bn

Shabbat[morningfdrPlsukeildZimralid
aboutltd[phssithetdsk [over[td the [Bhal
Shacharit.[J He says,[ ] HAMELECH
HAYOSHEIV[ALIKISEILRAMIV'NISA.
TheKingWho [sits[dn[althrone [dfty
and[éxhalted. (Who [dr[What[i[(RAM
V'NISA?[G[d, [the[KingMVho sits[dn[al
throne? [Or[idlidithe [throne[that [idldfty
and[ekhalted?[Depandshbwlybulbleak
the[sentencellinto[phrases. ClIsClit
HAMELECHHAYOSHEIV [pause][AL
KISEILO RAMO V'NISAL] or[J is] it
HAMELECH[HAYOSHEIVLALLKISEI
[pause] (BAMLY'NISA?[f[dneldoesn't
pauseldt[dll,[youldandinderstand [ik
either[Way.[ButWhereldoes[the[pause
belong[do[ds[toldonvey[theldorrect
understanding?

Thelphrase[RAMM'NISA[dccurs[dnly
twice[din[OTanach,Oboth [times™in
Yeshayahu.[And[Both[dccurrenceslale
borrowed [ by[lthe[keditorsLlofLlour
davening.[To[better Llinderstand[he
meaninglid [the [dhvening, [8t's[dok[idto
the[MavilYeshayahu.[Ih[the[Heginning
oflch.6[(Which [id[the [hhftaradf[Phrshat
Yitro),Meshayahu[sdys that,

~RP3) 27 NDDDD = FTINTTIN OROND.

SolWelHavelthe[shmelquestion[about
what[RAMM'NISA[describes.[But[this
time, Wehhvelthe[TAAMEI[HAMIKRA
(cantillation[marks) [t hklp [uk.

and3aw G [ds Cinarked Cwvith Ch
DARGALT'VIR, itting[dn [Edlthrone 1]
MERCHAMIPCHA...M'VIR sbundsllike
alIbnger[Pauselib[dalled[fbr[dfter[it,
because[df[the Way [Weldhant[i, [But
the[TIPCHALS [EHigher Hével [gauser.
ThisChneans[that[the [ YOSHEIVLCAL
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KISEI[goes[With[G [d, [ahd [tbgether, [it
is[G [dMVho [slts[dn[althrone[MVho i3
described[a$bking[RIAMMNISA.

Thel[line[Gh[Mishmat[dhould[Be[dead,
HAMELECH[HAYOSHEIVLALLCKISEI
[pause] (RBAMN'NISA.[And[thel[dasuk
inLYitro's[haftaral$hould[3lso[get[d
longer[phuselafter KISEI.

ThisLlis[bornelloutL by khellother
occurrence[] ofL1RAMLI V'NISAL in
Yeshayahu[5V: 15[

Lty i B 19 RiPh B R 0D o

[Bor [thus[shys[theHighahdIbfty [Dne
who [ihhabits[dternity, (Whose[dame[i3
Holy;

ThisLk[Where[dhe [ext[(for[the [Baal
Shacharit's[dpeningordslcbme fdom.
RAMLV'NISA Lk L¢learly Cteferring[do
Gld LWvithout[deeding[dhefinesse [ f
the[TROP.

Clearly,[then,[the[pause[goes[After
KISEIahd bkfore RAMMNISA.

Which[Oleads[(Jus[dtodaldifferent
T'VIRMIPCHADssueCinCthisCveek's
sedralofGhukat[(19:12).

=3 CPhn oiz SNboE N
mitz NGO NDENT b cbravn
=g N9 praivn oivm oo

He[3hallCpurify ChimselfCvith CikC{the
potion Linadevith [dhe [dshes[bf [ the
Para[Aduma)ldn[the[third[day[ahd[dn
the[Seventh [day [I[{then)HelLshall[Be
clean; but[iflhk [does [nbt[plurify (himself

thelthird[day[dnd[the[deventh[day[1]

(then)hk[shalllhbt bk [clean.
NOT L(as[Some[tiranslations[Have[it):

He [shall [urify (Himself(With [it[dn[the
third[day, [ahd[dn[the[skventh[day[He
shall[bklclean; blt[iflhk [dbes nbtplirify
himselflthethird[dhy, [then [the[séventh
day [hk[shall[nbt[bk[clean.

WRONG! ildlderson[id [Tameilffom
contactlWvith[d[dead[(Body, (he[hust
havelthe[Rara[Adumal[™treatment"[dn
the[thirdChnd[Cheventh [CHay [Cbflhis
TUM'A.[Mhen[Hel(s[TAHOR [after[the
seventh [dhy[ehds.

Thelihaccurate[{careless)[dranslation
impliesL{or[days[dutright) [dhat[F[he
gets[theldotion[sprinkledLdn[Him[dn
thelthird [dhy, [then [hie [Will [He [TAHOR
onl[thelskventh.[He [Will lnbt.[He[nkeds
another[sprinklingldn[the[skventh [day
and[then[he[tan[become[ TAHOR
after[] Mikve] and [ after [ stars[dut
followingltheséventh(dhy.

Thelincorrectlttanslation[comes[ftom
reading[the[Jasuk With[Jauses[ih[the
wronglplace.[Again[We[Have[d[T'VIR
on[HASH'LISHICAndCALTIPCHALDn
SH'VI'l.Mhislakcurs(tivice id [the [phsuk.
Thelphuselafter AIMIPCHA[i{[stronger
than[dhe[pause[dfter[(ALT'VIR [{even
though, [the [Way [We [dead[it,[A[T'VIR
usually[deeds[d[Breath[dnd[Henceld
longer[pause[Fesults).[ Bo[that[the
pasuk[domes[dut[heaningWhat[it[i}
sopposed[lto[Imean,[lwelneed[lto
exaggerate[the[pauses[after[the [Word
HASH'VI'IL3o[that[the[3eventh[Hay
joins(thelthird[dhy[id theshmelphrase,
and[the YITHOR[EndIOLYITHOR
refersltdbbth [dhys.

PausingLin Clthe ClwrongUplace Clwill
corruptlthelmheaning[dflthe[pasuk[ahd
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might[dequirethe [(BK [(Baal[Koreildr
Baal[K'ri'al I[lthe[ Torah[ieader)[to
repeatlthe[phsuk.

Pa I'Sha Pix explanations

[ ] TheCkowlsChnChctual Cpossible
PARAADUMA [ubject b [careful
examina[[ltion,Cand [then i it Ls
found[purelded,[Has[do[dtay[that
way,[lremain[Junblemished,[Jand
never bk Morked).

L] Following[Miriam's[death, [the Well
drieddp[dnd[there[Was[do Water
for[thelpeople[(thefucet[With[the
spider'siwebatlthelspout).

[l Although[Moshe[Was[dommanded
toldpeak[to[the[Rock[{the[dock's
ear[ihdicates[that[it[Was[deady[tb
listen), [Ihe Lstruck LlitCiwith Cthe
MATEH dwice[dAnd[Wvater[gushed
forthfdom [thecbck(s).

[ ] Kohen[Gadol vith[Ehe Cgarments
thatMerelttansferredfdlom[Aharon
to[Hazar.

[ The [Heoplelpanicked[andlaldlague
of(3erpents[attacked[dhe[people.
GldltbdldMosheltd[putlthe Fbrm[df
aldnake[dn[d[dod[{which[Be[did,
making[the[shakefdom [cbpper)[ahd
anyonebitten bl alpbisonous[shake

who[dooks[At[the[$nakeldnlthe

stickouldlive.[Mhelsymbol[dfthe
medicallcbrps[idlalsérpent[(brtivo)
wound [afround[allstaff.[Known[ak[al
caduceus,Ldncyclopedias[givelit[an
originLh[Greek [nythology.[One
wondersl[ifltheTorah[d[igs[driginal

source...

[ ] TheRedralientions(SEFERCMILL]
CHAMOTL] HASHEM,[ perhaps
somelkind [ofritten rbcord[dflthe
battles.[It[is[#epresented by [ the
openbbokWithaltdnkloh[chelphge
and[the[HEl[apostrophebn[the
other.

[ ] DOCINOTIENTER Ckign ChasCa
doubleldouble[mheaning.[Bdom[ahd
Emori[Both[desponded[do[Tbrael's
request[for[dafe[passage[through
theirkerritory CwithCIDOLINOT
ENTER.[Moshe[dnd[Aharon,[ds[d
resultCbf[the[Thitting[ the[Fock
rather[than[thlking[to [it[dpisode",
were[Jgiven[JIDOCINOTLIENTER
ordersforEretzMisrael.

[ ] The[Bottle[Bfhatertharked ANIS
represents[fhe [ bffer[(BneiYisrael
made[do [pay [for [the [vater [dhey
wouldLdise[Wvhile[passing[through
Edom'slland.

[[] TheCvell Bwith [Cthe Chnusical Cklef
standsfdrlthe Sbngloflthe Well.

[ ] Mathematical (] expression[Jequals
256+44+1,whichUis[J1301,0the
g'matriyaldflfire.[That[i[What[the
expressionLlis[lequal Cleo LlinClthe
ParshaPix,[And[Chltogether [Fepre]
sents[the[phrase,[(JFor[dfire[Bas
comelolt[af[QHESHBON..."

[ ] MELECHOCHESHBON, Dli.e.Clthe
math [Ring.[(Bmori's[Ring[Sichon i}
also[referredJto[Jas[IMELECH
CHESHBON, [Es[ih[the[Haftara[df
Chukat.[1(InCJChukat,[1thereis
referenced to[d Sichond Melech
HaEmori, (Who shts[ih [(the [dity [df)
Cheshbon).[Bor[theltitle[df[Math
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King,[Iwe've[Iselected[JLeonhard
Euler[{pronouncedldiler)[Mthat's
his[picturelih[theParshaPix.[He[i3
considered by [many [td bk [theMost
significant[mathematician[of[all [time
so[WelHave[dubbed [Him[MELECH
CHESHBON.

[ ] TopCimiddleCisCthe Clemblem Cof
Chevrolet.[AsWelrkad[id [Bamidbar
21:1,.0AndCwhenking[CArad[the
Canaanite,Who[lived[id [the [Nlegev,
heard[tkll[that[Trael[dame[By [the
way [bf[ Atarim;[then[he fought
againstlIsrael,[dnd[Hook[dome [ &f
themU prisoners."[] As[] to[] the
"prisoners",[theMidrash[shys[iflwas
only[dneldingle[gerson,[d[servant
woman.[The[térm[in [the [pasuk fbr
prisonerLadrldaptive[i[SHEVI,Lle.
CHEVY[$[id[AHEVROLET.

[] Below[ the[[IChevy[ Emblem[is[ A
pictureldfldneldflthe[chost[fAmous
clowns[bf[ the[past[in[America,
Emmett[Kelly[ITas[in[]..MAYIM
CHAYIMELIKELI.MWVeldentith
Weary [Willie[rhther[than[Brincess
Grace[lbecause[his[firstClname
because[df[theldifferent[dxamples
of [QHESED[SHEL[EMET [ith [Parshat
Chukat,[ih[Burying[df[Miriam[dnd
Aharon.

[ The HourLgraphicCélements[rom
thelupperlright, lihkedwith [alrows
alllgbtdgether.[Alglft Wrappedbox
representingl the[place[T[Tvhose
identity LlisCldisputedCby [ various
scholars[I[Halled(MATANA.[Brom
MATANA, [the[Torah[tklIs[ds,[the
people[kraveled ko CINACHLI'EL.
The[Bird[the[@rrow[dointstb 4[4

Wagtail, [known Lih[Hebrew[ds[4
Nachli'eili.[Erom[there, [valahother
arrow,[lthelpeoplelltraveled[Ito
BAMOT,[dither[d[place [dame[dr
justCEhehighCplaces.[InCinodern
Hebrew,[BAMOT [Are[$tages.[In
TTriddlefdrm,[thelcbnnectionliditd
stages[las[Jin[stagecoach.[JFrom
there,¥ialyet[dnother[drrow, [do
HAGAI, [Whichwelateltdkinglab[HA
(the) [GAl[{Inaybe alvhlley [df[sbrts).
Thelplcturelidlohe [of[Guy [Shiley, [a]
Muppetsicharacter.

[ The [peoplelcbmplain [off[their [thirst
with[these[Words[(Bamidbar[20:5):
"And[Why [hhve[ybulmhade [us[cbme
out[df[Hgypt, [tb [Bring [us [ih [tb [this
evil[place? This[id [ [place [df[sked,
or[bflfigs,[br[bflines,[br[bf
pomegranates;hor[ds[therelAny
water [doLdrink."[Here[drelthose
samel(threefduits[thatlthe Meraglim
brought[Back[(from[their (dour[df
the [hnd. Mhink[dfthe[ektralslap [id
thelfce.

D Thereldre[three[Unexplained,[4ll
refer (o [the[Thaftara[for[$habbat
Rosh[@Qhodesh.

THE/CHALLENGE OF MONEY:
"Your /brotherishall Tlive

withyou' [4]
by Dr.Meir Tamari

Ourlsubjectlis(charity[philanthropy(that
isusuallyl¢onstruedto[belalVoluntary,
biasedandlindividualisticlact[yet[our
sourcesdefined[the[guidelinefor[this
mitzvaloflthe(tithe,[@and[So[fransformed
it[]into[] al] tangible[] and[] obligatory
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framework.

Early[lin[Jthe[ ) Torah[wellread[that
Avraham [fithed[toMalkiTzedek, [priest
of(G[d theMost[High[(B'reishit[14:20)
and(that[Ya'akovundertook fo fithe[all
the Wealththat(Hashem Would[give Him
(28:22).[However, what[we(tefer(fo as
'ma‘aserkesafim'[isfo[tithe[our[money
and[give(that(fo[charity."Thelmitzvalis
tol givelonefifth. [ Tithes of][oneltenth
is[the[imark[Joflla[‘mediocre[ [spirit]"
(Yoreh[1De'ah[1249).[10url lcommonly
considered ma'aser kesafim[fixes(onlyla
minimum [obligation. JObviously[one
maylandliflit[willlnot[mean[impover![]
ishingCourselves, [is[evenobligated[to
givelmore[than[this tenth. [It'should be
noted [ that[allthe[limitationson[the
amount[welareobligated to[give[as
charitylare(a[functionlof'theiréffectlon
the[welfare oflthel giver; beyond[that
therel[fis[no[Jjustification for[ limiting
either[one'sdonations[tolcharity or to
communal meeds.

Some/duthoritiesbase our tithing(onthe
obligations[ spelled[ boutl[in[ thel Torah
regardinglagricultural[produce;"Every
3lyears[ [3rd[land[6th ofl the shmita
cycle] tithe[that year's/¢ropland[givelit
tolthe(lLevite, [the[poor, [the stranger, [the
orphan] and[] the[] widow"[J (D'varim
14:28(29). However, [ others[ hold[ that
the(tithing[0f[ioney, [as[distinct from
theproducel of! thel fields,[is, atl the
present(time, only(dTrabbiniclinjunction
orleven/thatlit[is[onlylalcustom.While
thel[] sourcel] of( | the[] obligation[| has
halakhicl] ramifications, ] in[ practical
everyldayl] life,[] ma'aser[] kesafim,
according(fodlllauthoritieslis[d Binding
obligation(on [us.

Owing[ tol the complexitylin[ our[ day
both[oflthelitems[ofl wealthliable[to
ma'aser [and [df thepermitted(deductions
thereof, [ care[$hould beltaken[to[ seek
appropriate[tabbinical ‘guidance.[While
our[ldiscussion[]deals lonly[ lwith[Jthe
general [ principles, [ lit[will "also[draw
attention [to [possible problem (areas.

ThelJeasiestlJway[Ito[Jcalculate[Jwhat
incomelis[liable[to[ma'aser, [whether
10%[0r[20%, [is[to'draw up(alsortofltax
form OsimilarJtoJthe[Jones used [for
income [tax [purposes;lindeed(therelarela
numberloflsuggested [ones[that appear
in[most[sefarim[on(tzedaka. Our basis
would[belalllincomeléarned [during[that
year:[income[ from[business[ ventures
net[ after[ expenses/incurredin[ éarning
that[] income,[| interest, | dividends,
refunds(fromlincomeland[other[taxes,
capital [gains,[pensions, [fents, [toyalties,
unemployment[ lcompensation, Iwages,
gifts, [inheritances, honorariums,social
securitybenefits etc.

Income/(tax, Valueladded [tax, municipal
taxes[Jetc.[lare[ldeductible. [[However,
thoseJtaxes [ lor[ Ideductions[ Jwhich[lin
effect(] are[] savings[] such[] as[] IRA,
retirement[] plans,[] sociall] security,
insurancel Jpremiums[Jetc.Jcannot[be
deducted from [the tha'aser basis; [Where
theylare[deductedat[Source onelhas o
add[them [back for[purposes of(tithing.
Thereare differences0flopinion @mong
thelduthorities(ds(towhether(oneuses(a
cashlbasislor[an accrual[oneltegarding
credit[ sales,[ just[las[there  lare[as/tto
whether[]toJuse[lnormal[ accounting
methods(] tol[] calculate[] the[] rate[] of
depreciation[ ofl lassets lor[ whether[ to
permitlimmediate(deduction in[thelyear
oflpurchaselor(perhaps only[when[the
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asset(issold.

There[is[howeverlanarealof business
conduct( that[ requires[ perhaps[ greater
scrutiny[for purposes[oflcalculating
ma'aser. [Managerial[$alaries[in[éxcess
ofUmarket[horms, [ traveling,entertain [’
ment[and[Jgeneral “expenses[ all[ often
have[] al] not[] insubstantial[ ] element
unrelated[to[the actual [funning[oflthe
business. [ The[lelement[] of[ personal
benefitUinvolvedJis[JoftenJextremely
difficult(to [provefor(the(tax [@uthorities;
in[Jmany[ lcountries, [ Jadding[ back[the
benefits[] havel] been[] estimated[] to
increasel | actuall ] taxable!] profits(] by
750100%. [ Trrespective ofl whether[the
fiscall] systems[] recognizel] them[] as
deductions(] or[] not, ] they[| may[] be
questionablelas[legitimatelyldeductible
from(theltna'aser(basis(sincelit[maybe
considered[to[belat[theléxpenseloflthe
poorlifitheylare(deducted. [Forlexample,
iffonelstays(inlal5[star hotel[during[a
business[ | trip,[ ] onel I would[ 1 have[to
calculate(theldifference between(3 [sStars
and[5(starsandadd(that(difference Back
(Harav[Sterbuch,[AmHaTorah, part(5,
sec(10).

Allewloncelputthe[10tuble motethat
he[found[under[ 4l ktone[with[ al hote,
"youl khall[not[ steal".[ Hel[returned! to
find[5and(thenote,"your(brother/shall
live with(you". (tolbelcontinued)

L RN DDLES,

Lastlidsue’s (KORACH)MTriddles:

[1] FromKokoro, PapuaNew[Guinea
to[Alltenrhein, Sitzerland

Airports[alound(the[World[alelcbded
with[a3[létter[cbde.Ebrlekample, Ben
Gurion [@irport[id[doded MLV [dorTel
Aviv).LIThe[Omain[CINew[YorkChrea
airportUisLJJFK](John LIF. LlKennedy
International (] Airport[] [IIl formerly
Idlewild[J Airport,[Jbuilt L] over[the
Idlewildgolf[Ckourse[hndChutlinto
operation[id [1948). [IGA[iS[[h [Guardia
and[] EWRO is[J Newark[] Liberty
International [Airport[{the[(Mew[York
area'sLfirstCimajorChirport). [MWhich
brings[s[Hack[tb[dur[TTriddle.[(We
try [th [impart["tidbits" [df[ihformation
in[addition[tb[giving[the [sblution[tb[al
TTriddle.)[Mhelcbde[forltheairportlid
Kokoro,[Bapua[Mew[Guineali$[KOR.
Theldiport[ih[Altenrhein,[Switzerland
isLdoded[ACH.[Taken[Hogethr,[fhat
spellsLKORACH.LFYI,[Papua[ New
Guinealidlid [@ceana, [atthe [ehst[ehd [of
the[idland[group[that[id[chostly [part [df
Indonesia. [I1[id [fust[orth [df[Australia.
Its[hkad[of(state[S[Queen(Elizabethl

[2] Heldbesn'tlmeanthatlqliestion

This[Was[ah [dbliquereferencetb[the
question[that[the[Kohen [dt[d[Ridyon
HaBen[poses" o[ the[father[dflthe
firstborn[Boy [ #hat[he k[ dedeeming.
Thellkohen [days[do[the[father:[MAI
BAITCT'FEI...2(\Which [do[you[grefer:
Tolglvelmhelyburlfirstbornlsbn,Wholid

the[first[idsue [df[his [chother's romb 1T
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or[dolybu[prefer[tbrkdeem him [With
50kilver[toinsChs[FequiredCby[the
Torah?[Thelkbhen[does[nbt[nhean [this
question,[because[the[father[must
redeem[his[kon.[JAtCimany [ Pidyon
HaBen[ckremonies,[sbme[wiseguy [Will
tease[dbout[this[duestion, [dgging[the
father[dn [tb [keep [the [thoney [ahd [glve
updhedon. [Butlthat [k Gust[fooling
around.[Thelquestion[is[not[mheant[ak
alquestion.[So[Why[i$ [it [dsked? [Now
that's[algbod[question.[TTreaders[ale
invited [tb [email [uk [With[the ahswer[td
thatLdne.[dt@ou.orgMthank youLih

advance.

[3] Did(dzakaz[dnd[Reshet[Heed[the
warning?

TZAKAZiMZADIKUFZAYIN,ehch

ofLitsUettersCbrecedes[ the[ korrel]

spondingl] letters[] of(] KORACH.
RESHET Lis CIREISH[SHINITET, CIthe
lettersithatfdllow[thoselaf[KORACH.
TZAKAZ[ahd[RESHET [are[deighbors
of (KORACH [@nd[dpparently [did[dot
heed[the[Warning[df[OIITTRACHAILDI
L'SH'CHEINO [ IIWwoe[to[A[vicked
person[ahdWoeltd his[nkighbors. This
is[(bhsed[dn[the[fctlthat[Morachlived
inCthelpartLbf[the[Leviltamp[that
bordered[theltlibe[df(Reuven.It[Was
fromJReuven[JthatClmany[JKorach
supportersicame.

[4] Star(Orek'sirst[KlingonWith[dn
advancedlcbmbathélmet

Klingonslatealfittional arriorriceid
the[Btar[dTrekLiniverse.L.TThey[hre
recurring[] villains[J in[] the[d 1960s
television[dshow[IStar[1 Trek: 1 The
Original(Series...hitially[ihtended (o

belahtagonists...[they[ehded[up[alclose
ally[df(Humanity.[Thefirst[Klingon[tb
appear[ih[Star[Trek,[as[an [Antagonist
to[Kirk, (dras[CommanderKor...[The
Advanced[ICombat[Helmet[{this[ls
real, [nbt[fictional) [bhs[réplaced theald
Kevlarhklmet...315Bslighter then the
old[hodel[And[ik[dushioned[dn[the
inside...Lit[is[a[helmet[3ystem[that
providesl] ballisticC] and[] impact
protection...Lis[dompatible Wvith[the
currentightlvision[dkvices, cbmmunilJ
cations[] packages,[] and[] nuclear,
biological,[] and[] chemical[] defense
equipment[And[bodylarmor...[Give
KORGhACH Ghdboulget[ORACH.
(NotL8very[dedrallknds[itself[to[this
typelofMTriddle.)

[5]dnelvsual (MTriddle[(3eeHardcopy
or[pHf)

This[wWas [alrbw[dff[dots, [three(filledid,
onelémpty,[And$ix[inoreilled[in.
Translated[tb[Humbers, Mre[can[Write
thisCT Triddle[@sCA 1101111 11.CAsA
binarynumber,[ahd [pkresenting[iftom
right[tb [dft[tb[makeliflehsiertbrklate
to, (Wefind[d[dne, [dltwo,[dfbur,[dn
eight,[d16,[dnd[A[32[for[the[Thst[8
digits.[Adding[them [together [We[gdet
63.[ThelZerolis fbr[d4.[Monelih[this
number.[Them [Welhhveldne[128,[dne
256,[ahd[dne (8]l 2.[Add[those[tbgether
to[det[896.[Add[the[83[dndWeldet
959, (the[dssueChumberdor[Korach
5771.

[6] ParshaPix[Unexplained

InOastCweek's[CPPCkhere[was[khe
number[ I 500.(OThisCds[the[argest
gimatriyaldf[dny (Word[ih[the[Torah
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(thered are[] somel] larger[] ones
elsewherelih[Tanach).[The[Word[is[ih
Parshat[ KorachLIIITISTAREIR,LTTAV
(400) 3 C3IN{300) 3 CTAV$400)
REISH [200) EREISH [200) ET500.

[7] ParshaPix[Unexplained

More[fluin With[the[dame (KORACH.
Therelis[dn[dpple[dore,[KOR.Then
there[idlthe[symbolfdr[Geminil(Wvhich
happens(td[bk[theMazal dfthe [month
of[Sivan,Which[is[doming[tb [ah[dnd),
the[r'wins,[CHivided[by[two.[MTwins
divided[by[twol give[hLtwin[br[ A
brother.[let's[(fake[Brother[because
that'sLACHLh[Hebrew, [dnd[Wve[get
applelcbreblother(alr[KORIACH.

[8] MazalPic

This[id[What[wWelchll thelglaphiclid [the
Wordldflthe[Month[Box[dn[Page[2.
Sometimes[it[ telates[do[the[Zodiac
sign[df[the [thonth [Iik. [its[Mazal, [ahd
sometimes[it[delates[th[the[dame[df
theChonth[{butCve Chtill CkallCdtLh
MazalPic).[Welgknerally[idtroducelthe
new[MazalPic[dn[Shabbat[th'vorchim,
rather[than [Waiting[fbr [the [thonth [tb
begin. With Rlosh[Qhodesh [ah [Shabbat
for[Mamuz,[wWelcbuldhhve[waited[uhtil
this[Week...[Hut[Weldidn't.[The[fellow
inlthe[gicture[i$[Toto[Mamuz;[He Was
suggested[By [MazalPic[éxpert[dolver
and[poser[H(S)M.[Toto[Tamuzlk[d
NigerianBorn[J Israelil] footballer
(soccer[player),Who playsfbr[Hapoel
Tel[Aviv.[Born[Gh[1988,[his[Parents
came[to[sraellin[1990,Lherehis
father, footballer CJClement[ITemile,
played[] professionally[] for[] Beitar
Netanya...[His[parents[left[IsraelCin

1991...[daving[Moto kémporarily blith ]
team Linate Lbf[his[father.[CWhen it
becameldbvious[that[his[parentswere
notLdoming[Back[fbr[Him,[Toto[Was
adopted[{unofficially) (By [Orit[Tamuz
whol[dared[fbr[Him[dnd[daised [Him...
Although[it[ik[inclear[f[Be[fbrmally
converted[to[Juidaism, [(He [Was[daised
Jewish,[attending[3ynagogueLdbn[the
holidays[ahd[performing[Kiddush[each
Friday.

[9] OLD BUSINESS

The[8edrabox" [atlthetdp [of[the flont
pagebhdlalpictureloflalmondblossoms
in[dhe[background, deferring[do[the
blossoming[Jof[]Aharon's[staff, [as
describedlid [the[skdra.[This[particular
picturelid[alMan[Gogh[painting, [ 11890,
whichhhngs[id [the[Man[GoghMuseum

in[Amsterdam.

Portionfrom(thePortion
PARA ADUMA and
KIBUD AV VA'EIM

ThelGemaralin[Kiddushin[{31)tells
usJthatOwhenJRabbiC EliezerCJwas
askedfolwhatrextentionemustrgorin
order( tol] fulfillJ the[J obligation] of
honoringtheirCparentsChertoldthem
a story about an idolater in
Ashkelon.[] One(] time,] the[] Rabbis
camelto[[Damarl benNetinaltolbuy
gems(]for(1thel]1 EIFOD.] Thellsum
agreed(on(forpaymentiwas[600,000.
WhenDamalwentltolgetthelstone
for(them, [ the[ key[ tol the[ box was
under( the(J head(] of(] his[] sleeping
father.(He L refusedtoCwake_upLhis
fatherJ andJtheJ salel] didJ not] go
through.[THellost[IsoImuchlImoney
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and( yet helwould[ nhotwakel uplhis
father.[Thelfollowingyearral PARA
ADUMA, (fully(red(haired[heifer, [ was
borntolDama.  ATPARATADUMATIs
verytarelandlis'heededbythelJews
inCorder(tolpurify those who[ have
becomeldefiled[(from[contactiwith[a
dead(Tbody).[1Thellsages[ of[lIsrael
heardthat[suchlarcowlwas[born’to
Damall and[! rushed(] toll him[] to
purchaselit.[Hesaidfothem: [ know
aboutlyoulthatlifCI[requestfrom[you
allCtheCmoney(in[theworld[for[the
purchaseofthis Theifer, lyourwould
givelititolme, butwillConlyrequest
from(Jyoullthat imoney(that[ /I llost,
600,000, 1becausel1mylifatherTwas
sleeping.

Wetlarelalllprobablyfamiliarwiththis
story.[But[didCwel[everiwonder[why
exactlyldidiDamalbenNetinalreceive
hisreward( for(his[iconcern(for(his
fatheribyrhavingrarPararlAdumarborn
tolhim?Couldn'ttGld[havel[sent him
themoneylinany(otheriway?Maybe
not(] byl winning[ the( lottery, 1 but
through"havingal bountiful "harvest,
or(sellingllotsofllexpensiveligems
whichlisfwhythe Rabbis hadltome
tolhim(inthe(first(place?

Thell Chidusheill HaRim[] has(] an
interestinganswer(tol this['question.
Hellsayslthat(Ithellactionsoflthis
noniJew DamalbenNetinadid not
reflectUpositivelyConOthelD Jews. O If
Rabbi Eliezer[bringsanexample[of
thellbestTway1tol1doKIBUDT AV
VA'EIMfromrarhoniJew,andhotla
Jew,[Wwhat[does[that[ saylaboutlthe
Jews?[Aren'ttwelsupposed(folbelthe
'lightrofitheNations'?[That'siwhatlthe
prosecuting(] voices!| abovell were

saying.[So[Hashem(sent[anlanswer
torthisthroughrthePara”Adumaof
Damalben(Netina. True,hel'spent'a
lotCofCimoneyJonalCmitzvathat[is
logicalandl reasonable (KIBUDAV
VA'EIM)and(that(lis[Ivery[praisel

worthy.[But(the[lJews[Ido[imore[1[]
becausetheyarelleveniwilling[Tto
spendexorbitant(sums[offmoneylon

mitzvotlsuchlas[PARATADUMAthat
are[CHUKIMrandmotrexactlyogical.

WelJalllltry[J tolJ respect] our(] own

parents,] butl] wel] alsol! respect
Hashem[bylkeepinghisllcommand]
ments(] that[] well might] not] even

understand.

Forgetting YAALEHM'YAVO [ [the
Amidalbf[MaarivLdf[ Rosh[Chodesh
does[ INOT Llinvalidate [lthe [JAmida.
Forgetting[it[dt[ShacharitLor[Mincha
requirestepeating[ the[Amida.[{For
Chol[(HaMoed, Horgetting[at[ Maariv
alsolréquireslcépeating.)

Maharalldn(theSedra

Moshe's [ OwnRed[€ow

Bamidbar[19:1 1. .speak[ o[ the
childrenlcdf[Sraellahdthey[shall[take [td
youlalpkrfectlrédlcbw. ..

Rashi: ItQvill(Horever[beldalledCdn
your[hame, [dhe[Jashes[df] (dhe[dow
that[Moshelmade.

Gur[JArye: Rashilladdresses[Ithe
otherwise [3uperfluous LEILECHAto
you].[Why [k [k [important[dhat[this
cowlbellidentified[las[IMoshe's? LIt
appears(thatlthesécretloflthe [rédlcbw
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was[devealed[dnly [th [Moshe [([Bamid[]

bar[Rabballl9:6],Lhnd[because[he
understood[thel[thatter[df[its[thaking,
itaslattributedltd him, [elen[iflhk [hhd
someoneldlse[do[it.[This[specific [ded
cow[Wasl[singled[dut[ak[al"keeping[fbr
generations"[[Rashildn[119:9], Hecause
something[tbtally [spiritual [SICHLI] 3
eternal.[JConsider[JthatlIsomething
spiritual L Céverlasting[like[3toneldr
steel[[Gur[Arye[Sh'mot[M9{97}].[(The
body Lvhich [k [physical Cdecomposes
after[death, Qvhile (dhe [doul Wvhich [k

spiritual Hives[dn[qROC{R 14}]. (Burther]

more,[Just[hs[the[$piritual Chas[ho
boundary[drldnd,[theltherit[df[I3rael,
which [i$[Godly [ahd [Holy, (Has [do [Mimit
or[énd.[Tanchumaldecords[dhat[the
ashesof[hllCtheCredClcows[Cwere
consumedblitMoshe'sWereleternal.

CO/anDm‘eparea’Ily[Dr, D]}"{OJ}ICD7<MZH‘

Parsha[Points[£b [Fonder
by RabbiDov(Lipman

CHUKAYTY

) [(MWhy[does[G D [tkl Moshe [th [tk

the(Jewish[Jeople[that[theseldrelthe
laws[(WHICHLG D[ COMMANDED
TOMNAYL{19:2)?[MVeren'tlall[theTAws
which[Moshe[faughtLdommanded[do
him by LG D [Ho[then[telate[fo[the
people?

2)Miriam [dies[ahd[the[pkople hhve nb
water ko ldrink[}20: 1 [2).[]Wel hre
taughtlthat[the[Jeople[Had[do[Water
becauselthe MellMhich[providedthem
with[Water[dxisted[ih [Miriam's [cherit,
so[dncelsheldied[it[deased[do[dxist.
What[did[#he[people[dovronglio

deserve[kuch[h[kignificantCpunish[J

ment?

3)(Why[did[G D [dhoose[dLshakelds
thelfigureWhich[the[Jéws[shouldIdok
atltd bk hkaled((2 1:9)?

Suggestedlahswers

|)[(The[Ohr[HaChayim [dxplains[that
the[Thws[dflthe[ded [(Heifer [thughtlih
this[dectiondo[dot[hakel[densel[dnd
actually[go[dgainst[ogic.[The[Torah
reveals[do[ds[that[G[DLdid[provide
Moshe[With[&xplanations[Hor[these
laws[bBlut[dnly Wanted[Mosheltbrkveal
the[Thws Without[the[deasons.[Thus,
the[Torahpecifics[that LG D Lbnly
wanted[Moshe[tb [shy [these Taws[But
notlthelréasonsfdrithem.

2)(rhelKliCYakar[teaches[that[the
peopleldid[dot[thourn[sufficiently [fbr
Miriam [ak[ihdicated [By[the[fct[that[id
simplydtates[that[dhe[died[dnd[Was
buriedwith[Cho[information[Chbout
themlclyingldver Miriam [the [Way [they
criedJover[JAharon[Jand[JMoshe's
deaths.[ThisLdemonstrated[d[Thck [ f
appreciation[bver[the[ }reatness[ bf
Miriam[ahd[G [D [tdughtthem [usthow
great[she[Was[Hy[showing[them[that
shelWasl[thelrkason[Why[they[mherited
tolbhveltheMell.

3)[The[KliLYakar[dnswers[dhat[this
wouldlckmind them [of[the [downfall [df
the[dnake[ih [the[story[df[Adam[dnd
Evelahd[this[Would[thotivate[them[tb

repentance.

ThelJerusalemlInstitute
ofiJewishiLaw
Rabbi[EmanuelQuint,[Dean

Lesson#[565 [(part(two)

Of the death penalty
and other matters

Alfewlmorel examples:[Reuvenlopenly
haslintercourse[Wwith[alheathen[Wwoman
inlthe[presence of(least(ten personsiand
helis[warned[ to[ cease[ his[ despicable
conduct/butldoes not[¢ease. Those[who
arelzealous[for(the[Torahlaws maykill
him[ifTheis ¢aughtlin[thelact.[Oncelthe
act[is[over,[Reuvenmay[hol[belkilled
andBeitDin thaymot(drder(hishurder.

AssumeReuvenlislalforger[and[ifl the
government[ becomes/Jaware[lofl it the
government will[punish(the entire[¢oml[]
munity.[ OtherJews[may[turnhim[over
tol the government to[savel thel citizens
from[governmental [persecutions.

ItCwas[Jat[onel time[Jdeemed[ to[bella
meritorious act[ tol kill apostate Jews,
Jews[wholworshiplidols,[who[provocal ]
tivelyltransgress[the laws of the Torah,
or[iwho[deny[ the[Jauthenticity[lofl the
Written[Jand[1Oral[ 1 Torah, lor[JoflIthe
prophets.[ The[laws [ permitting one[ to
killCan Capostate[lapplyConly[to[Jsinful
Jews[who[persistently[dolevil. IflalJew
does[hot[dolsuchlevill persistentlyl and
only[for[selflindulgence, itlis[aldutylto
rescue him[ifl(helislin[danger. Al Jew
mayl hot! causelthe death[ bfl al heathen
againstiwhom/therelismo [war.

Inlthelhext[tollastl chapter  of( Shulhan
Aruch,[Choshen[Mishpat, Rabbil[Y osef

Karowrites[ of( the[requirement( that(a
Jewmust(save d[fellow[Jew. IflalJew!is
inlalposition[tolsavelal fellow[Jewland
fails(toldolso, heltransgresses(the  Torah
commandment[‘fnot(to(stand (dside(while
your[fellow’sblood is[shed”.If[Reuven
sees[ Shimon[drowning[in[thelseal and
Reuvenlislalgood swimmer[and(doesmot
save[ Shimon, Reuvenlhas/transgressed
thelsame(negative[commandment[not[to
stand [idly[by[Wwhile his[brother’sblood
is[being[shed. Thel[samelholds[truelif
bandits Ithreaten]Shimon’s [ life Jor[Jif
Shimon[is[Tbeing[threatened [by[wild
animals[and[Reuven[can[save him[but
fails(to[do(so.Likewiselif[Reuvenhears
peoplel ] plotting[ ] to[ ] do[ ] evil[] against
Shimon, [br[ planning[ to[ inform[to[ the
government|against[ Shimon(or(laying(a
trap[against him,[‘and[in[allof! these
instances/and[similar(situations[Reuven
fails[1to[ ] help[] Shimon,[] Reuven[] has
transgressed [ /the[Jcommandment. ] The
samel holds[truelifl Reuven!sees[ Sarah
about(to/be(raped(or[Shimonlaboutltobe
killedand[ fails[to[ save[them, Reuven
has(] transgressed (] the[ | commandment.
HelpinglalfellowJewslincludeslending
himmoney[when[helislin[dire need.
Failing[lto[llendhim[Jmoney[Jmay[Ibe
similarto[ sheddinghis[blood.Visitors
must[belescortedalsafel distancel from
thelhost’shouselsolthat he will[find[his
wayl home[Jsafely. ISome[ofl the( later
commentatorshold[that[with[advent[of
modern/means|oflfransportation(thislaw
mayl( | entail[] taking[ | someone[to[]his
automobile, trainJor[Jbus[station. [JAs
stated [in[the [ Mishnal(Sanhedrin[4:5)if
onepreserves!(the(life oflalsingle Jew/it
islaslifl heThad[preserved[ theJentire
world.



