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Powerful 5[9 [lesson

We'velshid[iflbefore [hbpefully, be'll siy [idlid [aIdifferent[ehough ay [tb [give [id
alfdesh[doklahduhderstanding.

Balaklislohe [ofthe [dastlcbmplicated[sédras(id the Morah. Mhereate nb [mitzvot
counted[ffom[Barshat[Balak.[Rarshat[Balak[Basically (Has[two [skories[ih [two
parshiyot.

Thel[firstlstory, (Which [chakes [Up [the [Hulk [df[the [dedra[l[B5 [3'sukim, [tb [He
specific, lalvery [dng[phrshal(@he [aVerage [dngth [of [ph [phrshalid [the [Torah [id[81 7
p'sukim) [lilaboutthe [plot[dfBalak tb [defeatthe [pkople [of [Srael (With [the [hklp
of[thelgreatestlprophet[ih [the [don Jéwish 4 orld, [Bil'am[HaRasha.[Their[dlan
repeatedlyfils, [although [they [ekpend [much[ehergy[ahd[mhany [ahimal [shcrifices
inltheirattempts.

Thelsecond[skory[i$ [ih[its[dwn[garshaldf[3[J'sukim(very[dlose[tb [Everage
length). 1[4 [the[story [dfthe[chrrying[dut[df(Bil'am's[aHvice [tb (Balak, [that[the
onlyay[td[defeat(ldrael idltd gkt (G [dlahgry [atthem ahd [dtHim [punish them.

Balak[ahd[Bil'am [utterly [fhiled [ih [their [driginal [dlan [tb [Use [don [cbnventional
warfare[(the[curses[dfldne[Who[i$[shipposedly [dosel[tb[& [d) [rhther[than[the
swords[ahdatrows|ofltheltime.

Even[dltheir[skcond[dlan[Was[Hatched[dut[dfldesperation,[it[(Worked[tb[the
tunelaflal2¥,000 [dkath [tll, Which Mlouldbhve [kbpt[rising[hhd Pinchashbtlatted

boldly ahdzéalouslylid [defenselaf (G [d'shbnor-. cont. page 4 WOI'd @f [ﬂle U“O]lﬂl Monday [night, July [4th, [Was [the [eve [df [the
third[df[Tammuz.[Many[People[dhink [dhat[that [k (oo [darly for[Kiddush

Jerusalemlid/outltimesfdr ParshatBALAK L'vana[Because[three[flill [daysRave[dot[gassed (from[the [Heginning [df[the
7:1 apm (EarliestTTb:20pm) 8:3°pm SummerBme month. [But[that's[nbtlcbrrect.[According[td MinhagMerushalayim, [ybuneed

threelfull[days[tb[Have[gassed [ffom[the[Molad,[dot[ffom [thefirst[df[the
month.So[tbo[fbr[the[Z[day[dpinion.[Tounting[ftom [the Molad, [dot[ffom
. . Rosh[@hodesh.[The[Molad[dfMammuz[Was[ehrly [Friday [chorning. BIflll [days
" osh i ko NEW/GrillBar © MevasseretTzion later [Was[Monday [thorning, [do[that[By [Monday [dight,[dne[dould[Say [KL.
Sderot[Hachotzvim[Q e« 579[7744 Nonetheless, [mhostlpkople Will [Bk [Waiting Fdr [thisMotza"Sh.

Checked[ahd[dbublelchecked fbr[Shabbat[Phrshat [BALAK [ISke [phge Blfdr[dther ZImanim
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‘ Yaakov,Moshe, Ylisrael,[ahd[Bhlak |
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Balakm'facheid. Howso?

Midyan's extra connection to the sedra
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LEADTIDBIT oninuvedfiom [FRONT [phge

We'velshid[this[Beforelahdelven[id [this
issuedn[the[SedralSummary, (butlit
needs[td[bklemphasized.

Theldtory Lof[Balak[&[Bil'am[¥s.[dhe
PeopleldflI$rael[id[the[dnly[dpisode[df
the[Torah[since[the[Beginning[df[the
book[bf[Sh'mot[that[thasCho[bther
witnesses[Besides[G [d. LA [few[illion
people[Witnessed[ahdlexperienced(the
Exodusrom[Egypt,[heHirst[battle
againstl{Amalek, [the[Manna,[develation
at[Sinai,[thelgdolden[dalf[dpisode,[the
spiesUiasco,[ Korach's[tebellion,[And
many[dther[évents[that[dccurred[do
thelpkoplelidtheMidbar.

Notl[the [Balakahd[Bil'am[blusiness.[The
people Wereltbtally luhawarelthatBalak
sent[alldelegation [tb[Hire[Bil'am[tb[akt
againstlthePeopleldflldrael. We didnbt
witness[the[Building[dflthe[dltars[dnd
the[dffering[dflthelsacrifices.[Weldid
not[hear[Bil'am'sLivords hor [didve
witness [Bhlak's fdustrationslith [Bil'am.

Thelakcounts[dflthe [Bxodus[Were[not
only[lihcludedlimh[the[Torah;[they [Were
told[from[Jarent[tb [dhild[throughout
thelgénerations.

Welknow Ldf[vhat[Balak[And[Bil'am
tried[td[db, What[Was[siid, [ekc. Bkcause
Gldltbld[Moshelahdlihcludedtlih [the
Torah.[Therelatelplobablydther[things
that[ve[dlon'tCknow[dbout[And Wil
never[know[hbout.[But[this, [IG[d
wanted[us [tb [Khow[about.[He[Wanted
us[ko[Thear[Bil'am'sClwords[(11Tkven
thoughWelWeren'tlthereltb (hear them
straight[ftom [Bil'am's[thouth.[And[He
told[uk[theselthingsfdralréason.

Thelirst[dhreat[fo[dis[ds[d[fledgling
nation Was[from [Par'o,[Who[dhanged
hismindabout[dtting[the Pkoplelgb[(ds
if il [Was[His[decision[ih [thefirst[place)
and[pursued[the[people[tdowards[the
Sea.[MVhen[the[deopleldried[dut,[GId
told[Mosheltb[tkll[the [people[that[He
would[ake[¢are[bf[things[and[dhey
shown [stand By [sllently [ahd[Watch [the
eventsluhfold.

Subsequently, [lvhen CAmalek[dttacked
the[people,[Yehoshualwaslihstructed
tofdrm[ah[atmyahd fight [Kide By side
with[G[d [sbltd[speak.

All[dther [Hattles[Were[tb [Be [fbught[By
thelpeople, [With[the[dromise [df[G[d's
help,lebvious[al bkhindthe s¢enes.

The[Morah[ttlls[df[dne[Hattle[that[the
peopleWerelWarned[that[G[d[Would
not[Be[dining[them [Iib[tb[speak.The
wentlaheadlahywayahd[Were[dkfeated.

This[time, [G[d[tdkes[chre[dflthe Whole
thingvithoutLdur[&ven[$tanding[by
silently. Weldid whatever Weldld[id the
day [do[day[Tiving[ih[dhe[Wilderness,
unaware[of[this[particularCplot,[dnd
Gldlplotectedluklcbmpletely.[(Until e
turned[ftom [Him [tbwards[the [Worship
of[Bhal[Pkor.)

This[bas [tb [téll [us[sbmething[dver[the
courseldfJéwish History [uhtil [this [vkry
day.[How[mhany[times[have[ehemies[df
the[Jéwish[peoplelplotted[ahd[planned
to[harm[lis[{orCvorse) Lonly[to[be
thwarted[by [ G [d[vatching[bver[iis?
"Behold,[Hle[MVho [Watches3rael[shall
neither[slumbernbrisleep.”
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Balak(stats

40th [od (54 [sddras;
Tth [od [T0 [ (RAmidbar

Written [oh [177.8 (lihes [in [aTTdrah [{hnks [38)
2[Phrshiyot; (LLcbsed, [TTapen

104 [pJsukim (inks 34¢h [(@th [BAmidbar)
1455 [wbrds (Idnks 33rd [{3th [Bhmidbar)
5357 (ekters ([ddnks 35th [(Ath [BAmidbar)

Balak [isIcbse [td [average [falr [tHe [(Trah's [sddras
but [isTod [tHe [schall [site [fo (BAmidbar

MITZVOT

Balak [isl ohe [of [T7 [{df[54) [sddras [with [nd
mitzvot. [Ohly [ode [of [t [nd [mitzva [sddras [id[tHe
book [od(BAmidbar. (Hbre's [tHe [nd [mitzva [sddra
countlpérChbok: (9112, 3111, [aI10,2110,3111

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

[P>X:Y [(Z)]ahd[F>X:Y[(¥)][iddicate [start
of[@[ParshalP’tuchaldrtumaldespectively.
X:Y[3[Berek:Pasuk[df(theBeginning[df[the
parsha;[(Z) [ (the [dumber[dfld'sukim[ih[the

parsha.

KHohen[IIErst[Aliya
| | [plsukim [T22:2[112

[S> 22:20(95!)] Balakl wasl a
weakerlkingthanrhisheighborslin
thel region.l Thel defeatl ofll the
othersOGhndBICHON)nstilled
fearl in0 Balak'sO heart,0 andl he

realizedl thatOwaginglal“convenl
tional”’bwarlhgainstOsraelBwouldbe
futile.Hisplanfollowinglresearch
oflkhelmatter)dwasltolenlistIBil'am
tolcurselthelPeopleloflisrael.0To
thislend,Balakkendslhdelegation
toBil'amnMidyan.Bil'amlinvites
thelenvoysltoUspendlthelnightlso
thathel(Bil'am)ldcanlbelspokenlito
byl GId.0 GOdO doesl "appear"d to
Bil'amOandOasksO himOwholthese
peoplelare.0Bil'amOtells0GOdOand
HellwarnsBil'amOnotOtodgoOwith
theldelegation,Onordtodcurselthe
people,0 becausell "theyl are
blessed".

SDT:[ How[ tome[Balak,[h[ kworn
enemy[df[lsrael,[hates[Having[dlsedra
named[after[]him?[J Commentaries
suggest[ that[ Balak[Was[An[Thonest
enemy" [dfI$rael.His[antagonism[Was
based[lon [hisfearClofClisrael; Chis
intentions[ahd[aktions[Werel[clear[clt.
Wel have[ been[plaguedC by imany
enemieslthroughoutlhistoryho (hhve
hidden[CbehindCh[CEmile, CAChnask Cbf
friendship,[Jor[JalJhand[shake[Jand
photoldpldnly[tb[thy [t [stablukid[the
back[{or[Worse).[It's["hice" [When [an
enemy [id[ip flont"about[itl

SDT:[Commentaries[oint[dut[that
Moav[] and[] Midyan[] werel bitter
enemies.[Monetheless,[they [Jutltheir
differences[dside[dnddnited (o [fight
againstrael. [(This[shows[the[Jower
of[Anti[Semitism Lin CthisCvorld.[3ee
what[bur[énemies[dre[deadyHoldo
becauseltheyhhteluk[sbmuch.

Butlit[AlsoLinust[teachlis[another
lesson.[MVeltbo[rhust[Hel[drepared(tb

OUlsraellCenterrtb61 %[k ¥ITheBalaklb771lssue

setlabide[thatWhich [divides[the Jéwish
Peoplelinto[ftagments, [sb[that[wWe[chn
fightldurlcbmmonlehemy[with[gleater
strength.[This[is[dot[to [duggest[that
welthustlignore, [dverlook,[drfbrgive
these[Hifferences.[ ButLive[have[ to
know[when Cwe[shouldCput[Clour
religious[skcular[Battles[JonHold",[ih
order[tbbkuhitedagainstthe[ehemies
ofLtheJewish[People.[Welinust[3ll
work[Jtogether[] [[T] Ashkenazim[] &
S'faradim, ] National (] Religious[Jand
Haredi, [Teft[dnd Ctight, Cteligious[dnd
secular,[to[$trengthen[burposition
against[ those LWho[Would[harm[is,
take [phrts [df[EretzMisrael fdlom [uk, [dr
dividelolr(chpital.

SDT:[RashiL4uotes[d[Midrash[dhat
explainsLwvhy[G [d[dsked [Bil'am [who
are[these[hen[With[You?",ldvhen[He
first[dppearedto [Him[dt[dight.[This,
says[Rashi, Was[tb [give[Bil'am[the [fIse
impression[that[there[ale[times[When
Gld[doesn'tL know[ komething[hnd
needs[do[dsk.[Bil'amouldthen[Be
hopeful Lthat[ Huringllone[bf[ those
Divine[Mapses",[He (Would[Be[able[tb
"bless" [the[Jéws, [even [though [G[dltbld
him[thathk[shouldn't.

Levi[ISkcond[Aliya
8[plsukim[II2D:13

In0 thel morning,[ Bil'am
(reluctantly)d dispatchesl Balak's
messengersiwithOhisdmessagelof
refusal.0BalakOsendsOallargerdand
morel prestigiousll delegationll to
Bil'am,OwithoffersOotlgreatDhonor
andOwealthOif0Bil'amOwoulddonly
agreelltoll Balak'sOrequest.0Bil'am

againlrefuses,Obutldoeslinvitelthe
newll delegationll toll spendl the
night.0 Thisl timel GOdO permits
Bil'am0Oto0accompanyltheOMoabl
ites,O butl warnsl himl notl tol do
anythingbtherlthanlwvhat0Gdiells
him.0 (Commentariesll drawll from
thislkthelhotion:0'Inlkheldirectionh
personl isl inclined,l therel hel is
lead"D Alsoll like,0 "givingll him
enoughll ropell toll hangll himself
with".)

SDT:Why Was[Bil'am [tb [be [punished
for[gbingith Bhlak's[dklegation, then
Gldlpkermittedhim[td[gh? Sbrtldfltbld
him[tb [gb.[Qertainly, [alperson[id [Held
accountable[for[iolationsLbfL Gd's
commands, [But[dre[We[dlso[despon ]
sible[fbr[thingsWhich[dre[dot[dpecil]
fically[pFohibited, although itlidiréason ]
able[to[dssume[that[G[d[ does[ hot
want[uk [t [db [them?

Thelahswerl[id YES.[This[idlahe[df[the
concepts[Welaktually[derive[from[the
episode[df[Bil'am.[Mhe[Torah[gives[us
al¥ery[good[ideal bfLdvhat[HaShem
wants[dfluk.[Many [sins[ale[spelled[dut
very[clearly [[id (fAct, [there[id[alnotion
of JonelWillLdot[Be[Punishedinless
expressly Warned"; [ykt[welaleWarned
that[G [dIWill [(He [ahgry, [sb [tb [sheak, [if
weldolthings[that[Wel[(should) [Enow
arelcbntrary[td HisMishes.

This[idlsbmething[that[ekists[id (human
relationships] too.[] Parents,[] for
example, [expectlchildren(tb[Hehave[al
certain[way,[evenCwithout[lbeing
specifically[told.CWelhre[Chot[prol]

grammed[robots; [lwe[Jare[Jhuman

beings[With[the[ability[tb[rkason.[And

OUlsraellCenterrTb61 ¥ 6 ¥ITheBalaklb771lssue



Gldl@nd[durlphrents[Iftmember[the
Gemaralih[Kiddushin[that[tkaches[Us
thatlthereldre[three[partners[ih[the
human[Being[[IG [d, (his [fAther [ahd [his
mother) [Wants[s [t [thake[the[dight
decision[id [aleas[Helldft“bpen”, [sbtd
speak.

InC] the[d straight[] reading[] of [ the
Chumash, [if[skems[that[Bil'am[3[tkuly
alhan [df[G [d[Who[dnly[Wants[tb[do
what[G [d[Wants [Him [tb[do.[Tradition
describes[Him [differently, [ak[dne [ho
knows[that[he[s[totallyLin[IG[d's
control[But[tries[th [fight[it[dt[dvery
stepLdfLthelWvay.[Hel[ik[iHentified[ds
Bil'am[HaRasha.[MVhat[h[blow[to
Bil'am's[epo [td (Bl [thought [off [sb [highly
among[pkople, lybtltd khowthat[G[dlid
in[dhargeldnd[He[(Bil'am)Ldannotldct
independently.

Shilishi[IThird[Aliya
| 8[plsukim [I12R:2 |

Bil'aml arisesl in0 thel morning,
saddlesOhisOdonkeyl (bylhimself),
andlgoesliwithOtheOMoavlofficers.
(ThelimplicationOinOthelpasukDis
thatIBil'amOwentOwithhloreatddeal
oflenthusiasmol'hopefully"dcurse
theOPeopleloflisrael.0Contrastlthis
withlAvraham'slenthusiasmbnlhis
wayltofulfilllGOd’slcommandwith
thelAkeida.)0GOdOisO"angry"Owith
Bil'am[forgoingl(evenlthoughHe
permitteddt)lhbndbendshnhngeldn
anlattemptOtoddissuadelhimOfrom
continuing.ll Thell Torahl recounts
thatonlthreelkeparateloccasions]
symbolically,0l itl happenedl in
increasinglyllnarrowerllpassagesQQ

thell donkeyll seesll thell angel
blockinglthelway,butBil'amdoes
not.l Bil'am[ strikesO thel donkey
eachll time,0 untild GOdO givesl the
powerloflspeechltoldtheldonkey,
wholl admonishesl Bil'am0 forl his
deeds.0ThenGdpermitsBil'ambo
seelthelhngellbndBil'ambcknowll
edgeshhislkin.IHelofferstolreturn,
butl thel angell allowsl him0 to
proceed,withtheOwarninglnotQto
saylhnything@'unauthorized".

In[Birkei[Avot[We[alel[thughtlthat[the
"mouth[oflthe [donkey"Was[dne[of[tén
special[items[that[G[d[dreated[ih[the
instant[Before[Helrksted [ftom [firther
creation[bn[the[Veryirst[Shabbat.
Oneldflthe[l¢ssons[ftom [this[cdoncept
isCISOFCIMA'ASEHIB'MACHSHAVA
T'CHILA,vhat[happens[ih [#he[énd
was [ih [G [d's[thought[and[dlan &t [the
beginning. (Welshould[dot[think[that
the[1"mouthUofJthe[JEarth"that
swallowed[ Korach[&[ICo.[or[khe
talkingLdonkey,[dr[Mo'ach's[dainbow,
et[dl,DivereJafter[thoughts" Lof LG [d.
Nolslichlthing.)

Balakl goesOoutOtodgreetl Bil'am,
whol "warns"l Balakl thatl hell is
powerless[tolactlonlhisdownland
mustlsaylonlyOwhatO0GOdO"putslin
his mouth".0 (ThisOisO thel signifill
cancell ofll thell "mouthl ofll the
donkey"[Mviz.OthatDitOisOGOdOWho
grantsl thel giftl ofll speech;l one
shouldlnotbelarrogantlaboutOhis
abilitylktolkpeaklwell.dnkhelwords
ofll thell beautifulll prayerll ofll the
Shal’achll Tziburl onll Rosh
HaShanall andl Yoml[ Kippur,
OCHILAO LAKEIL,0 thell human

OUlIsraellCenter(rTb61 ¥ 7 ¥IrheBalakb771lssue

beinglkhinkslthoughtslnmistheart,
butlfromOGOdOcomeslthelhbilitylko
expressthembwithbhismouthland
lips...brlthelackbflthelhbility.)

SDT:[Thelfavored[Weapon[bf[ the
nations[df[the Morld[idlthe [siord.The
"weapon"[df[Israel[iMthe[fower [df
speech"{prayer,[Hivrei[Torah, kind
words,[etc.).Bil'am[atrogantly [dyshis
weapon"[aside[and[dttempts[tb [(Harm
the[Beople[df[srael With[their[{our)
weapon.[IG[d, [ ko[ ko[ kpeak,[went
against[ Bil'am with[Chis[Chbandoned
weapon [IlIthe [dngel's[drawn [dword.
And[liltimately, [the[Torah[tellsCis,
Bil'am {81l b [the [sWord. [Rashi

R'vi'i [IEburth[Aliya
| 5[p!sukim [II2R:39[213:12

Balakl makesl sacrifices onll the
occasion,[bndBil'amborderslkeven
altarsftobelbuiltdforOthelspecial
offerings.0 (All0 that0 is0 donel is
highlylsignificantlMe.g.OthelTorah
recordslthatlourlthreedPatriarchs
offeredlsevenllkorbanotlatllvarious
times.0Bil'amOhopedOtol"neutrall
ize"lthelkffectbilthoselbacrificesln
Gld'sleyeslbylrepeatedlyloffering
sevenlbacrificesbflhislbwn.)

Afterdmeditation,0Bil'am0"speaks"
aboutl thell Peoplel ofll Israel.0 He
doeslnotOcursedthem,Obutlrather
beautifullyldescribesOtheluniquel
nesslofllisrael.0BalakbisOupset,Obut
Bil'aml reminds him0 that0 he
(Bil'am)d canl onlyl transmit0 that
whichGdOwantsthim[o.

Ifwe [aleluhiquelamong[the [nhtions[df

the[orld,[it[i3[Hecause[df[the[Torah
andUourCcommitment[CtoLlit, Clnot
somethingldenetic,[dor[d[thereldccil]
dent[df(Hirth.[MWelthustlpreservelthat
uniqueness [lby Clremaining[CtrueCto
Torah, [Hithful[tb[HaShem, ahd[distinct
from[the[dther[nhtions.[And, ak [Bil'am
pointed[dut,[dur[uniqueness[depends
upon[Being[different[(from[the[dther
nations(hot[Wanting[to [Be [jlst[Tlke
everyonelelse.) [Welafeldifferentlwhen
we[ateldifferent.[Bnd[that[id[What[We
arelslipposedtd[bk.

€hamishiBth[Aliya
| 4[plsukim [[I2B: 1 3[26

BalakOtakesOBil'amOtoOaldifterent
vantagelpoint,Oindthe0hopeslthat
hell willll bell ablel tol cursel the
Peoplell thisl time.0 Oncel again,
sevenlhltarsthrelbuiltthndbacrifices
offered.l Oncell again,0 Bil'am
meditatesfandthenluttersmagnifl
icentldescriptionsofltheNationlof
Israel.0 Balakl saysOhisOpieceland
Bil'amlagainOexplainsOhisOrestricl
tions.O(Difficultforlsomeonelwho
islconsideredlthelquintessencelof
arrogance.)

Rashilkays[that[ Balak[those[ Rosh
HaPisgalak [alplace[ftom[Where[Bil'am
might[ducceedlih[dursing[the[deople,
because bk [fdresaw[thatMosheWould
dielthere.[Rashilshys[that[Balak (dnew
thislaboutlthe [place ButBil'am[didn’t [l
that[Balak Wasalmore[gifted [plophet.

Twice[Wwelind, CAnd[Bil'am $aid[to
Balak, [Build[fbr[the Mwith [this" [seven
altars[and[dreparefbrthe Cwith [this"
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seven[Bullsahd[skvenrhms[(23:1 [ahd
29). CWith Ckhis, CBA'ZEH.COWe Chre
taught[that[dll[the[grophets[dfrael
prophesy With[KOH[(s[id [KOAMAR
HASHEM),[] exceptl] Moshe,[] who
prophesiesWith[ZEH.[Bil'am [félt[that
he[vas[bn[Moshe's[level LAnd [kept
throwinglatoundlthe[ZEH. (G [dlshys [td
Bil'am, [do [Back[to [Balak,[dnd [thus [
KOH dou shall[speak.(Bnough [With
thelpletension[tb[AEH; lybu [shy [KOH.
Bil'am [gets[the[thessage[ahd[switches
to[KOHhen [hk[speaks[td Bhlak.

Shishi[[8ixth[Aliya
| 7 [plsukim [[12B:27[24:13

Balakll suggestsll yetl all different
vantagell pointl from0O whichl to
observell Israel;0 maybel GOdO will
permitthemUtolbelcursed.OBil'am
againlaskslforsevenDaltarsOtodbe
built,DandOalbulllandOalramOtodbe
offeredlonlkeach.0Thisltime,Bil'am
doesl notll meditatel in0 hisO usual
manner,Jexpectinglsimilarfresults,
namelylthatblessingslwilllemerge
fromthimThndhelreallywantsko
cursellsrael.

SDT: Balak(]takes Bil'am] to[] Rosh
HaP'or. \HavingseenlinJal visionthat
IsraelwillJsoonUfalllat”) P'or, [ Balak
mistakinglyassumesthat(the cursing|from
thereWould belsuccessful (Rashi).

Targuml Onkelesl indicatesl that
Bil'ambOwasl'reminding"0Gdbtlthe
Golden(l Calf,0 sol thatd Hell would
allowl thell Peoplel toll bell cursed.
However, whenl hell sawll the
multitudell encamped0 inl suchl a
speciallmanner,helwaslendowed

withd"RuachlHaKodesh"OandOhe
blessedthePeoplebflsraellhlthird
time.l Balakl hadl "hadl enough",
spokelharshlylto[Bil'am,lhndM'sent
himlpacking".

Welduote[the[Wvords[that[émerged
from[Bil'am’s[houth[(MMMALTOVU...
Sometimes[lit[1takes[Ja[1nonJéw’s
observationfor[us[to[lappreciate
somethingeight[nbt(sée.

Sh'VIIIIgeventh[Aliya
2| [plsukim 124 14[215:9

BeforeBil'amakesleavebBalak,
Bil'am[prophesieshboutlthelother
nationsnlthellegion...BwvhichBwvas,
inMifferentByvords,hlprophecylthat
eachl nationl shalll eventually
perish,l asl willl thosel whol will
bringll aboutl thell earlier nations’
destruction.

[P> 25:10 (9)] Bil'am's0 final
advice,OhisOattemptsOtodcurselthe
Peoplellhavinglfailed,lisOtolentice
thell Peoplell tol idolatryll and
immorallbehaviorwhichlwilllturn
GIdO Himselfllagainstl them.d This
planfworks,las24,0000perishlinla
plaguelfollowinglthelimmoralthnd
idolatrouslworshiplofliBaallPe'or.
OnlytheboldhctionbflPinchas[b.
Elazarll b.0 Aharonll HaKohenl in
defendingGId's0honor,Ostopslthe
devastatinglplague.

SDT:[This[finaldksson[df[thel[sedra
must[be[Tearned [vell Cby Cis[foday.
What[Balak[@nd[Bil'am [discovered[i}
that[iflldrael i4(id [G [d's[fEvor, [idWill (bl
invincible(from[butside Chttack.[ No
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nation[lcan[lsucceed[hgainst[israel,
when Weldre[Mon[good[derms"[With
G[d OrhatCincludes[httacks Cby[the
sword[dr[By[Words...HH[We, However,
incur[G [d's[anger, (Hy (Heing[unfaithful
to[Him,[by[Ldisregarding[Torah[4dnd
mitzvot,[Ithen[dwe[Jare[Jextremely
vulnerableltb[durldnemies.[And[they
might[dot[dven[Have [tb[actually [fight
againstls[(hs[ih[tkrror[dttacks) [de
can,[G[d[fbrbid,[destroy[durselves[(as
with[doad[dccidents,[@nd[thore).[This
was[ttuelmhorelthan 3000 ykars(ago; [id
is[nb[dss[ttuetdbday.

On[d[dertain[Tevel,[Parshat[Balak [k
extremely[] simple[] and[] straight[]
forward, With[adn[dxtremely (dowerful
message [[IBecauseldflthat[simplicity.
For[8b [pIsukim, We[fdellthe [pFotection
of [G [dlas [Bhlak[ahd [Bil'am il [time ahd
againUnDOwhatChlmostUooksike[Ch
comical[fhrce.[The[Gemaralshys[that
Bil'am [Was[ih [somelWays[superior[tb
Moshe[Rabeinu,[thatCWwhen[The [vas
around, [G [dHimself[wWas[ektralvigilant
in[protectingluk. [Ebr(those @5 [plsukim,
welBeam With[@ride[dt[the[drudging
admiration [bf[Ch[CluniqueChationChs
expressed by [Bil'am.

Andlthen[cdomes[theIast[Ap'sukim [df
thelskdra.[Bil'am Went[Back (Home.[So
did[JBalak.[L]JNo[Jdanger[Janymore.
WHAM![Weldid[it[tb[durselves.[G[d
protected|uk fdom [Bil'am bl [giving [him
hisWords.By[nbtIdttinghim [speak[dn
hisldwn.[And[then[Weltlrned[akround
and[betrayed LG [d [24,000[fatalities.
And[the[tbllWouldhhve [been[gheater,
exceptlfbritheBoldaktion [dfPinchas.
Thelsedrali$[shouting[its[thessage[tb

us.[Allwelhhve td [db [idlitentd i

Lastl 30 p'sukim0 arel rereadl for
Matftir.

Note[that[ khe[Pinchas[kpisodel]s
interruptedby [ the[ break[ between
sedras.[1ZimrilCland[Kozbilhre[Chot
identified Lyet, LG[d's[#eaction[domes
next[Week.Juist[fbr[dow[[Itheldlague
stopped! Mhelslviftness Mithhichthe
plaguestrucki$[ohatched[By [the [shvift
action[df[Pinchas.[Bor[How, [that’s[the
point.[MorelnkxtWeek.

Haf¢arallVpsukim
Micha[Gl6[48

Micha'sll propheciesll includel the
statelofThffairsfthatindsOsraelisd
persedlamonglthelnationsloflthe
world,OtheOpromiseloflithelendlof
warllndlrestorationlofllisraelltolits
Land,0 andl thel "settlingl of
accounts"betweenl Gldd andOthe
otherlhations,land0GOdOandsrael.
ThisOportionOcontainsOalreference
tolthelbdvicebflBalakhndBil'am's
responseltolitdMthuslthelapprol
priatelthoicelbflthisportionlhsthe
haftaralforParshatBalak.

Notelthel"credit"Oto0Balak[forlthe
advicellthatOcausedOtheOfailingldof
IsraelllasopposedOtolthelimplical
tiondfrom0Othel TorahOthatOitOwas
Bil'am's(dea.

Notellthelreferenceltolthelleaders
ofllthelPeoplelasOMoshe,0Aharon,
andMIRIAM.

Thelhaftarallendslwithfhelfamous
encapsulationlofllourllresponsibill
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itiesll toll GOd:0 "Whatl doesl GId
demandlofllus,JONLYOtobehave
justly,l lovel chesed,0 andl walk
modestlylhumbly)beforelGId."

ThisOstheformulalforthelzreatest
protectionliwellcanlOhavelfroml[the
BalakslandOBil'amsOotltheOworld.
AndltsMisregardimakesislerribly
vulnerablell toll them.0 Whatl a
contrastbetweenlthelendUoflthe
sedrallandlthelendUoflthelhaftara!
Again,l wellhavel thel simplel but
powerfullpoint.0ThisOisDhowlwe
arelsupposedltolbehave.0Thislis
howll well behaved... andl what
happenedltollus.0Lessonsromlthe
Torahlhndfromhelhaftara.

Overlthelykars, We'velpresented[many
Gimatriyal ] Matches[] or[] Gimatriya
Twins, [akWe[hhvelnhmed[them.These
are[p'sukimLbrLphrases[{sometimes
justClwords) Clthat[have Clthe[Csame
numeric[value[Jas[Janotherpasuk,
phrase[dfllvord[Ilvhich [eads[do[4
point[to[thake.[Theselgdimatriyas[dre
not[theantltb[“prove"[dnything[dr[tb
"invent"[d[dew[idea.[They[drelrheant
tolpoint[tb[althought[ahd[dften[skrve
as[the["cherry[dnltheltbp[dflthelite
cream[dundae"[dr[Mthelking[dn[dhe
cake"[drdvhatever[dther[dxpression
youlchoose.[Parshat[Balak [has[ylelded
morelthan [its[share[of[GMs[(dr[GTs).

Here'slahlekample fdom PhrshatBhlak:

Bil'am's[planlihcluded[the [dffering[df
many[dacrifices[Ho[G[d.[These[Were
meant[tb [find [fhvor[ih [G [d's[dyes[so
that[Bil'am Qould[(Be[dble[do[durse

Bnei[Yisrael,CAnd[toCveakenCGId's
feelingsfdr[uk, [td flrther(aidhislplan.

oz hmiz phaThy BYfez N
=g nhEY otz o fom mnate obav
xaohama @ THIY

"And[Bil'am[Hdaid [Ho [Balak, [BuildCdhe
here[3even[hltars,[LAndprepareline
herelsévenlokenlahd[sévenlrdms."

Sevenlaltars, [séven Bllls, [séven [rAms.
They(did[that[three[times!

Butlwelhhve[protection[ftom [Bil'am [id
the[fbrm[df[Morbanot[that[We[Would
be[Bringinglih [the [Beit[(HaMikdash.[A
vaccineagainstBil'am's[plot.

TRYRY TR TNEND TN b TP

wnohama 298 Tipdr TeEns
"And[dne[Rid[dfltheldoats[fbr[ddin
offering[tb[G [dlshall bk [dffered, [bkside

the[dontinual (Burnt[dffering,[dnd [its
drinkloffering."

WellwilllbeLofferingLlinClthe [ Beit

HaMikdash, [dhily M'midim[ahdlcbmmu ]

nal[sin [offferings[dn [Rosh[Qhodesh[ahd
Chagim.[That[isCourClinnoculation
against[Bll'am's[sacrifices.

These kwo [ p'sukim Chre[[JGimatriya
Twins.

[Theltérmlvhccinelidlabpropriate (hkere

because[theMord[id[rklated[tb [dow ]

or[bkre, the@himallsacrifices.]
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‘DivreitMenachem
ParshatBalak/describes/theattempts
of( the wicked[ soothsayer( Bil'am[ to
curse(the(Jewish[peopleon/behalflof
Balak,(the King(of(Mo'av. Despite(his
seemingly(Irighteous(/comments(to
Balak's[ messengers! ("I will answer
youlas[Gldlinstructs(ime"[andlthen,
"Gld[will not[let[me[lgo with you"
[Bamidbar(22:8,12]), ourlrabbisltell
us(that[alllof Bil'am's[initial[positive
references(to Gld[reprellsented/but
manipulative posturing( for his[ own
benefit.

For[thel[Talmudl/ tells/ us[ that/ Bil'am

truly(lived up tolhis mame[TTBLI[AMIT]
alperson,"'without/amation",loyallto

none(not/even/toGld.In/¢ontrast(fo

Avraham[] who(] is[] described[] as

havinglla,[]"goodlleye,lallhumble

spirit,[and[alsubmissive[soul", Bil'am

is[describedas onelwith,[M"anllevil

eye,[] an[] arrogant(] spirit,[] and[] a

greedy/soul"((Avot(5:22).

Bil'am's[] evil[ | eyel] corresponds(to
jealousy;[] his[] arrogancel] tol[] the
pursuit/ofiglory;andrhis(greedy/soul
tolthelgratification[of[ base[desires.
Solwhen[Bil'am[announced! that he
"would mot(gowith[you"[theloriginal
messengers], thelimportantpartwas
thelinsinuation/that'he Wwould[goWwith
morelprestigious messengers/bear(]
inglimorel expensive[presents/[Tand
not/that he[Wwas[forbidden((by GId)
tolgolon(the(mission/at(all.

Soldol burl detractors[ defyl us.[And
although, we(livelin[the21st/century,
beware!(For(the(spiritlof Bil'am[lives
on.

VEBBE/REBBE

QUESTION: Maylonelspraylvhipped
cream fromdcanister'on Shabbat?

ANSWER: Answer: First, llet us
understand Wwhat[happens.[When[ gas
goesllinto[]allfatty[Jsubstancel](like
whipping(cream), the fattrapsmuch of
it,[causing/it[to[flufflupland coalesce.
Whipped[] cream( canisters[] contain
pressurized [Initrous oxide.JPressing
their[button[does twolthings[morelor
lesslatithelgamelinstant:[forces [gasinto
thefatty(liquid;forces thecontentsout
oflUtheJcanister.[ ThereJare Jseveral
possiblegrounds, Somelstronger[than
others,[] upon[] which[] to[] basel] a
prohibition. [After[alquick(teview, We
willlpresent(afpractical@nswer.

Arguably, ‘combining[two[substances
sol that[ they[ form[almixturel thatl[is
different[ lin[ texturel lthan(Jeach[Jone
separately[Jis[lishall(kneading)[I(see
Shemirat[] Shabbat[7 K’hilchatal] 11:
(124)).However, [frappinga/gas((even
ifl]inJunnoticeably[ small[pockets)
insidelalliquidsothat[ it turnsinto
foam[is[different énoughfrom[¢lassic
lishaforlit[to[be difficult[to forbid
without(classicalsources.

Shemirat/ Shabbat[K’hilchatal(11:31)
prohibitshand (whipping[cream(forla
few[reasons. JOne[lis[related to[lthe
scrambling(ofieéggs, Whichis forbidden
becauselit[is[usuallyalstep[in[the
cooking(process. Whilelone[canlargue
whether(dr notthis@pplies toWhipping
cream, [the[process[isfotally different
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when(done by [pressing/thebutton(onla
canister.

Recent[] poskim[] discuss[] creating
seltzer/sodall on[] Shabbat, ] where[Ja
somewhat(significant/changeGccurs fo
alliquid bylihsertinglalgas. WhileSome
poskim[J objecttol]it[] for[] creating
something[newJ(see[JMaharsham I,
140), the Cmost[realistic[jproblem[s
uvdin[d’choll(weekday/(likelactivities,
in[this[case, [Jofproducing[ ithings).
While(thismight[applyfolthe process
ofl | inserting[] al] gas[] canister[] and
fastening(a/machine(tofnake[soda (or
thelsimilar(device[for(cream),lit[is(hard
tolapplylit[ to[using[ al pre/prepared
canister,[which[the averageuser(sees
assimplydispensing.

Thelmost[serious(lissuellis[Imolid,
creatinglamew [Meality bychanging(the
phase[] of] an[J object.[] The[ baraita
(Shabbat[531b) forbids[crushingficeland
snow.[Rashiléxplains[that[it[is[like a
melacha, in[that(dne[createsSomething
new,(i.e.,[alliquid from[alsolid.[Some
say(that,[similarly, onemaymotturn(a
liquid(intolalsolid,(e.g., freeze Water(to
makel] icel] cubes[] (see[] Doveiv
Meisharim(1,755).[Weldealt[with[this
issuellin[] Hemdat[] Yamim[](Miketz
5767), and[tited[ strong[ grounds[ for
leniency.[1Orchot]Shabbat[1(15:(45))
says[Jthat[Jeven[JthoseJwho[ forbid
making[] ice[] cubes[] could[] permit
spraying[ whipped] cream[] from[] a
canisterbecausethe only [purposelof
the Ccream ClinCtheCcanister[Cis[tobe
turned[into[whipped[tream. On[the
otherJhand, There Jone Cactively Jand
directly, ‘with[the[press[oflthebutton,
creates the[foam, @s[dpposedtolputting

water [in(d[freezer, whichlonly[provides
alcold[settingfor(the[slow[process[of
freezing[ to[] begin[ (see[] Shemirat
Shabbat K ’hilchata(10:(14)). However,
RavMordechai Willig[told e @nother
reason forIeniency:[thechange, from(a
thickliquid folafoam, [isMotlenough [fo
belconsidered molid.

Whileldne[can hake [thedargument(that
itlis [forbidden [fo[spraywhippeddream
from/[its[¢canister,[common[practicelis
tolpermitlit.[Since[wehavelshown the
halachic(basis for[the[practice,[weldo
not[feellit[is[hecessary[to[changel[it.
(Welhave[not[dealt[with[thelissuel of
using[ thelcream[ to[write[ words[Jor
make likenesses0fispecificldbjects.)

Rav[DanielMann,EretzIHemdahlnstitute

CHIZUK #1DUD

DivreiTorah/fromthe Weekly'Sedra
withlafocus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael [
Chizuk forOlim & Idudforinot yet Olim

Atl[times[I[Hear[it[shid[dr[Treadthat
Israel[should[phy [nb [attention[tb What
other[dations[think Cof[Tus.[ADderse
from[durlparshalit[dited[ds Tproof":
HENC AMO L'VADADL YISHKON

UVAGOYIMLLOLYITCHASHAV,n

terpreted[fo[nean [that[ e[ 3hould
isolate[durselves[from[World[dpinion
and[Inot[lake Lother[LnationsUinto
consideration.[] This[] interpretation

cannotl[dlaim[to [Be[dnything[like[the

"official" Lliew Ldf[Judaism.[The [hain [

stream[idterpretation [of [this [vbrsehhs
itlceferring[tbthelcbntinuedlekistence
of(the[Jewish[people, Dwhile Cbther
nations(can bk[dkstroyed.
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Typical[i$[the[Midrash[Babbah[Which
interprets(thelvkrse[td rbfer(td Jéwish
loyalty (o [God:[HEN[AMI'VADAD
YISHKONIWe[dlone[dre[lbyal (o
God:[OVAGOYIMIIOMITCHASHAY,
interpreted[td[mean [that(thereforeWe
arelnkver[uhderlcbnsiderationwhen it
comes[] to[] Divined judgments[] of
destroying[] nations.[] The[d Yalkut
ShimonilinterpretsLUVAGOYIMLLO
YITCHASHAV ko[ mean[khat[1God
judges[ s differently[than[He[Hoes
Gentilelnhtions.

|[bhve nbtfdundlalclassical [sburcelthat

interpretsLour erse[ds[dn[éndorse[]

ment[dfldot[thking[dther[Hations[ihto
account[in[durlthinking.[Bven [flthere
might[Be[slich[alsburce, [it[Would[dot
belthe[Torah[Wiew[ byl dny[ineans.
AnyonelWho[ises[dhe[Werse[ih[this
way [dbes [sb [id [his[awn [nhme ol id [the
name[df[Ben[Gurion,[Butldotlih[the
namelofltheTorah.

The[factlthat[Welchnnot[Beldestroyed
does[hot[temovelburldbligation[do
engageLih[ihternational CpoliticsLivith
wisdom, [ihcluding[thking[the Miews [df
other[nhtions[idtoatcount, [sbthatwe
inflict[ak [iktle[damage [dn[durselves(ak
possible, [ $hortLbf[ Hestruction.[We
mustlaktlrksponsibly [tb[do[all[Welchn
for[dhe[dontinuedlourishing[df[the
yishuv[id (BretzMisrael.[May[God[bless
our[bkstleffortswithlsliccess.

YehudaGellman, BGU

RabbilWeinreb’s Weekly Column:
BALAK

"BalaamlandDostoevsky"

Frustration.(] Disillusionment.] But
alsolinsightland(allifelonglintellecl]
tuallperspective.[1That[lis[Thow( I
woulddescribethelexperiencelllam
abouttolIshareIwith(1you,[1dear
reader.

It alld] startedJ with[(J Dostoevsky.
That'sJright, IFyodoriDostoevsky,
thelfamous19th[ century[Russian
novelist,[] author(! of(] Crime[ and
Punishment] and(] Thell Brothers
Karamazov...Land[muchlmore.His
works_were[_strangelynot_part_of
thelcurriculum_of(thelhigh schoolll
attended.1.camertolhis writingCon
myown.

Howlimpressedliwas! [Herewas(a
writer] who( really(] plumbed( the
depthsCof(theChumanipsyche. He
grappled, notonly Owith Cprofound
morallissues, (butwith[questions(of
existentialreligioussignificance.

ICvividlyrememberreading Notes
from[theUnderground, astounded
by(thelfactthat agentileauthor,
livingUinCCzaristC’Russia, hadJso
muchforsayfolaBrooklyniyeshiva
boy.

And[thenlJlDlearnedDallbit[Jabout
Dostoevsky's(Ibackground.( I lwas
stunned( tol] discoverl] that(] this
perceptive,] sensitive ] and(] gifted
maniwas...[aviciousantitSemite.l
hadlgreat[difficultyin_reconciling
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theldiscrepancybetween(thelart(]
sophisticated(Jandllempathic;[land
therauthor, fullCofCprimitivehatred,
whichClCexperiencedfasaimedat
me.[Afterrall,i myrancestorsilived’in
thel towns[l andl villages(]l he
describesMandnotlongago!

ICexperienced! this[disillusionment
timelandtimelagain’insubsequent
years.[] In] college,] |1 became
enamored [ with[thephilosophy[of
MartinCHeidegger,[whowas[often
acclaimedlas(thegreatest thinker
of(the[20th(¢entury. Then(llearned
ofhis[support(forithe[Nazi(regime,
and(llcouldnollongerbringmyself
toleveniopenhisbooks.

This[experiencewasTepeatedlater
inCmyCeducationCwhenClbecame
familiariwith(thepsychology(ofCarl
Jung,[] only(] toll discoverl] his
complicated(telationshipwith[Jews
and(]Judaism,Jandhis(]proNazi
sentiments.What@anexhaustivelist
of(giftedimeniwho/possessedisuch
talentCiwhen(itC tametoChumanity,
yetlwholwerelsolabsurdlytainted
byOtheirOactiveJaversionJtoJour
people.ltfextendsbacklintimelto
Martin[Luther,[persists(through(the
musiclofiWagneriandithelhistoryof
Toynbee,[] and(] is[] certainly[] not
lacking[forJcontemporaryJexam[]
ples.

Truth(Cbe(told, the listgoeslback
even(further,tolthis[week's[Torah
portion,[JParshat[/Balak, Jandthe
extraordinaryand(fascinatingman
named[Balaam.IftherellisClone
lessontollearnCfromCthisOweek's

narrative[] of(] Balaam[] and(] his
encounter(with[thelJewish[people,
itfisthis:TACmanlcanlbelaluniverr]
sallyllacclaimed(] spirituall leader,
andlalgifted_poet_and_orator with
propheticCpowersalmostCidentical
to[thoselof(Moses, landsimultan
eously(] bell all vile] antilSemite,
capableofigenocidalischemes.

Read(] this[1 week's[] parshall very
carefully, for(therelisCanlessential
messagelin(it. [Thelmessagelisthat
weldarel(notlassumelthat'welnheed
onlyl] fear(] antilSemitism0] atl] the
hands([Jof I maniacs, [ fanatics, ] or
ignoramuses. [ Quitel thel[Icontrary!
Sophisticated,[educated(and highly
culturediindividualsicanlalsoldetest
us(andiconspirefoldestroyus.

Thislisthellesson ofthe [Holocaust.
True,HitlerCwas[hardlyCanClintel
lectuallorrartisticlgiant. [Butrhis[evil
geniusllaylinChisCabilitytolrealize
thatthelmostladvanced!civilization
inCthehistoryof the “world “would
eagerlyabide by hisCJmurderous
vision.[Helknewhowlthisfwas[just
theveneerof( German(art, literal’
ture, philosophy'and, lyes, religion.

In(]terms(] of( I this[Iweek's[ 1 Torah
portion, (heknewwhatBalakknew:
Thatiherearelindividuals with:

[ StrongLreligiousLcommitments: |
cannotlgolbeyond the[word(of(the
LordmyGod[toldolanythingsmall,
origreat."(Bamidbari22:18);

*[AldirectspiritualCthanneltolthe
Divine:[1 "Andl GodJ came] unto
BalaamJat[Inight, JandJsaid Junto
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him..."(22:20)

[Inventive skillssufficientfolcreate
all phrasel] which[J wel] ourselves
adoptedl] tol) prefacel] ourl] daily
prayers:"How(goodlyarethytents,
OwJacob..."[(24:5).

Butlinlactuality,[theylare holmore
thanhiredguns",[andbeneath’the
fagadelof(the"gentleman"liesthe
"agreement"foldiscriminate, [persel]
cute, murderand[ exterminatean
entirelpeople.

Itlisfaldifficultlessontolaccept. But
ourthistoryhasilongleéstablishedTits
deepirooted(] veracityl] andl] its
urgency,clearlyCbasedOupon(ithe
storywelreadlthis[Shabbat.

Praying@uith™assion
Giving[morelmeaning[tb[durMfillah[e]

OneWeek[at[alTime
Excerptedland teprintedwith permission of the author

Hal'lilNafshi
In[G[dWeTrust
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Meaning:ktdanslation...

Dol hot[ tely[ bn[hobles,
norLon[ Al human[being,

for[He[Holds[do[shlvation.
When hiis [shirit[departs[hle[rbturns[tb
hisCéarth, Lon[dhat[day[his[plans[all
perish.[Praiseworthy[dsCbne[hose
helplidMaakov’s[G [d [Whose hbpe[idlid
Hashem, his[G[d

Theme:
Anleksentiallcbncept(ofithe [prayer

Onel[Salvation

TheJkwish [people[dannot[dount[dn
allieslahdlrlilers, [But[dnly[dn [Hashem,
forlits[pFotection.

Insight: Deeperlmheanings...
Whols[Fighting[OurWar?

There[are[two[WarsLientioned[in
Parshat[B'shalach [[Ithe[War [afainst(the
Egyptians[At[ Yam[Suf[and[the[War
against[Amalek.[The[Bn[Ezraldbserves
that[the[War[vith[Amalek Clemon[]
strates[that[1G[d[ vas[prepared[to
allow[theJéwish[people[tb [fight[alrkal
military [(Battle[dn[their [dwn [ITHIbeit
with[Divine[Assistance.[MVhy, [then, [ih
the[War[against[Bgypt,[Was[thedntire
battle[Waged[Holely [(By [dhe[Hand [&f
G OinCfact, Clin Clall Cfuture Clwars,
including[the [Wars[df[Yehoshualdnd

& When[ve[BettleCHownLnto[&
plushldasy[dhair[andldlace[durHack
againstlitsbhckahdlaluratms[ubon itk
arms, [there iSaldhnger[oflolurlcbming
tolfdel [that[itk [plush bhck idlsbmehow
our[back,[And s long, Limpressive
arms, [dur[atms, [ahd, [id [gkneral, [all [df
itslgrand [dignity, ldlur[dignity.
From['ACandlebyDay"byRabbiShragalSilverstein
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thears[df[King[David, [the Jéws[Were
obliged[th [Jarticipatelih[Battle.[(WVhy
was [the balar [with [Epyptldifferent?

Rav[Yosef[(IlNeiman[duggests[that[the
firstLtime[that[domething[Happens[ih
the[Torah[it[i$[the[PrototypefbrLAll
futureldccurrences.[G[dlWanted[the
Jewish[people[tb dnow[that[jlist[ak[ih
thelvkry[first[Battle, When[G [dWaged
war[for(them, Hislmercy Mouldlalways
be[khe[Hetermining[Ffactor[inCour
victories, [even[When[We[ate[physically
involved!id [the bhttle. [id[G [d's [Will,
weWvill[(be ictorious, [tegardless[bf
our[military Cperformance. CJAnd Llif,
Heavenfdrbid, [at Melfihd[id [nlimerous
caseslid[Tanach, ididnbt[G [d's Will, e
willlose[tegardlessLbfLburLinilitary
prowess.[The[determinant[df(dur[fite
islWhether (el[pgossess[the[therit[fbr
Gldltdmake[uk[sliccessful.

Well live[] in[J an[] everlchanging,
frightening[dime [ih (#he[Middle[East.
Althoughlthe[Jéwish[dation[durrently
has[Ch[ koplnotch[larmy, [khe[atest
missiles[And[defense[3ystems[Wvhich
will[certainly [Be [used[tb [defend[ifself,
welshould[dever [Jut[dur[faith[ih [the
wizardry OofUmilitary Cmight LIITAL
TIVT'CHULVINDIVIM,[B'VEN[ADAM
SHEEINIOM'SHU'A.[WVelthust[dut
our[fhith[dnly[ih[dhe[Master[df[the
World.[Ultimately, LitCinustCbe Cbur
prayers,[lour[kharity,[Jour[learning
Torah LIHIICour LheritsLWhich Ldeter[]
mineJour[kuccess.[{Adapted[from
RabbilEtandoh Blshalach,5V61)

Visualize:
Images[thatblinglthe [prayer[tb [ife

The[BumperLane

Algroupldfffivelykar[dlds[Went[Howling
asUpartU]ofUtheir[friend’sLbirthday
celebration.[To[énable [them[doLénjoy
somel[sliccess, [the[Hirthday[Hoy’s[father
requestedthat[h[ ket of[ hutomated
bumpers[be[FaisedCbn[the[Alley[his
group[Was[to[dse.[The[Bumpers[Were
metal (BarriersWhichlrhn[alonglthelehch
side[dflthe[ldne, [dreventing[the (Howling
balls[(from[fhllinglihto [the Ldutters, [And
thus[gliaranteeing[that[ehch[child[Would
score.

ThelkhildrenCivere[kcstaticLht[ their
incredible[performance.[ Bowling[bins
were[ldroppingleftCland Clright.L1The
scores[lwere[Imounting[1higher[Jand
higher.[¥1Cteally Lknow Chow [ 1o [bowl
now!”[dneBoy[toldBis[hotherWhen
shelCtameto L pickChimChipLdromLthe

party.

Like[Xhese[thildren,Cve[Are[Heluded
with[CdurLdwnLdtrength[dnd [davvy.[In
reality, [f(We[therit[(ashem’s[Help, [(He
erects[the[Cbumpers”[ahd[éts[uk[store.
Without[the['bumpers”,[ve[become
the[devastated (Wvitnesses[dovhat[ve
can[AccomplishConLdurLdwn, Lvithout
His[Help, hich [ [ih [dffect, [dothing[dt
all. [Ourldiplomacy, [hilitary[dtrategies,
politicalLthoves[ahd [Elliances[dre Worth
nothing[linlessC Hashem [Cputs[Lip[the
“bumpers” Horlis[AndCénables[is[to
savory[the[seet[thste [df[victory.
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ThePuah(Institute
forFertilityland Gynecology'in'Accordancewith Halacha

Wholis[a[Peti?

Last[week [ welcompared thelshoteh[with
theJpeti.[1The[Jshoteh( lis[al]psychotic
individ[Tal, lone[Whoacts ¢onsistentlylin
alstrange (manner andlislirresponsible. He
orl] shel] is,[] therefore, | exempt[] from
observing[ the[ commandments. Welhave
already(seen!aldifferenceloflopinionas(to
whether(] hel ] is[] permitted(] to[ ] perform
mitzvot[and[ifThe does[$o, helteceives a
Divineteward.

The (petilis(aldifferent(case, he, or she, [is
obliged[in[ the[ performance’ ofl mitzvot.
Thepetillis[JanJindividual Jwith[limited
intelligence. [ The[ Rambam[writes[ that' a
completel petilis[ considered onlanlequal
halachicl] level ) with[] the[] shoteh. ] The
complete[ ] petil] isl] one[ | whol] has[ no
comprehension’atalllandislike[a small
childwho¢annot(beltelied ipon(tolshow
any[sort[ ofl responsibility Cor[inderstand [
ing.[ Howeverl al petilwho[has[al limited
understanding/(isobligedin[mitzvot.

While(the[Talmudgives[nolexactlevel lof
intelligenceltequired [tfolbelobligedlinlthe
mitzvot, “the IGemara[(Gittin[159a) Cdoes
speak [aboutthellevel[oflintelligence ofla
child.[Al¢hild[can(be relied [upon(tolbuy
and[sell[Jin[ItheJmarketplace[]and[Ithe
Gemaralasks[ from[what[age[is[this[the
case?[Severallanswers[are[ given; [ $ix[or
seven, [ sevenl or[ eight, [nine[ br ten. The
Gemaralconcludes(that(therelis[nolactual
argument( Jbetween[ these [ Idifferent[Jages
butléachlcaselis[judgedlaccording(tolhis
own/ sharpness.[ Onel child[may[belvery
mature [andlintelligentat(thelage of six[or
seven,[ while[ another[ only[ exhibitsthese
samelqualities(at(the dge oflnine Or [ten.

This[sourcelc¢an(guide [us/Whenlasking(the
question[ bfl thelintelligencel level  ofl the
peti.[JA [person[with limitedintelligence
whohas[thelintelligencellevelloflal child
ofl ten[isobliged[ in[ the [ mitzvot[andis
obligated(to[ procreate as well. [ This[was
the ] opinion[] ofT] Rav[] Shlomo[] Zalman
Auerbach(zt"l.

However, [the [ former ] Chiefl]Rabbil[Jof
Israel,[ Rav[ Eliyahu Bakshil Doron[rote
that[] intelligencel] alonel] cannot[] be
sufficient(toloblige himlin[the dobservance
oflitheJlcommandments. |In[Jaddition[he
must[show allevel ofl tesponsibility. [It[is
notlonlylalquestionof 1Q[butlalsolhow
dependablel ThelJor([ shelJis.[/This[Jis[ the
possibleJmeaning[Jbehind [ Jthe[ ' Talmud's
explanation[ that[] each[] child[ 1 must[1be
judgedbylhis[sharpness, lile. not/only(how
well heldoes onlalcompre(Thension!test,
but! how[] hel holds[] himselfl] in] the
marketplacelJand[ Thow [ Isharp[The[lis[lin
business,[] how[] accountable[l and
responsible(hielis.

According[ to[this[opinion, [ thel petil must
show[bothlintelligence and fesponsibility
inlorder(to (belobliged(in[the (mitzvot.

IsCthisthe [sameforallthe “command[]
ments? What[ about! their[ ability[ tol have
children?

Wewilldiscuss [this miextWweek.
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ExcerptedWith[permissionflom Gold
from[the[Lland[df{I3rael

Tents[and[Dwelling[Places
Adapted[flom[Qlat [Re’iyahvbl. [[Tpb. [42 [4B3

ThelévilLprophet[Balaam [vanted[do
curselthelpeopleldflI3rael,[Butlidstead
foundChimselfCblessing[them,[I'How
goodly[Are[your[tents,[Jacob;your
dwellingUlplaces,[lsrael”[](Bamidbar
24:5).0s[theFepetition[in[Balaam’s
blessingLonly [poetic? LOr[ik[thereld
deeperlsignificance[tdthesetio fdrms
of[3helter,[#he[bhel{tent)[And[the
mishkan[{dwelling[place)?

ThelJburneyldfithe[Soul

As[Welstrive[fbr[spiritual [growth,[We
make[dise[df[ #wo [ dontradictory[yet
complementary Limethods.[IThe[first
methodlidldur@bpiration[tblcbnstantly
improvelourselves.Welstrivetd[attain
greater[visdom[And[Enlightenment.
Wel3eek[to[tontinually[tefine[the
emotionslahdlehnoblelthespirit.

Thelsécondmethod[islthe[nkcessity [td
restrain JourUstriving[Ufor Lspiritual
growth,[id [drder[tb[aksimilate[changes
and[glard[against[sbiritual [Apses.[MVe
want[to[ihternalize [dur[Spiritual[dnd
ethicallghins,[ahd[maintain[durlclirrent
level.[This[theans[that[We [thust[durb
the[desire[for[growth,[3o[that[bur
ambitions[do[hot[overextend[khe
soul’slbhturallchpacity fdrichange.

Theldhel[dnd[thelhishkan[dre[Both
formslofitémporary(shelter.

journey.[However,[they[ differ[in[4
significant[] aspect.[] Theld oheld is
inherently[donnected[tb[the[dtate[df
traveling. [JltC] corresponds[to[lthe
aspiration[for[tonstantCthange[And
growth.

The[mishkanClsChlsoCpart[Cof[khe
journey,[But[it[i$ [@ssociated (With [the
rests[HBetween[thavels.It[i$ [the[sbul’s
sense[ bf[kalm,Jts[Fest[from[khe
constant[thovement, [(for[the [dake [df
thelolverallldission.

Surprisingly,[it[i$ [the[secondthethod
that[idlthe [dftier [ofthe [tivo.

Thedesire[toUchangeUreflects[la
lower [(dvel (fear, ést[We[skagnate[ahd
deteriorate.[ Therefore,[ the[blessing
mentions[téntsfirst, [tbgether [With [the
name[Jhcob, [the first[dnd[dmbryonic
name[dflthe[Jéwish [people.[The[deed
to[sktoplandldest,[dn[theldther[Hand,
stems[fdom [alhigher [ével[fdar, [dstwe
over[shoot[theldppropriatelkvel [(fbr
thelsbul.[Bor[this[rkason,[the[blessing
mentions[thishkan [dogether[With[the
name[&rael, Jdcob’s[skcondlahdRolier

name.

In[ahy[chse, (Both[abpects(al-elrbquired
inCodrder[fo[Achieve[$table[3piritual
growth.[Balaam’s[prophetic[blessing
praises[the[Balanced[dnion Ldf(AHow
goodly[Lare[Your[tents,[Jacob”,[ the
soul’sCJonging[(for[Cthange,[together
with[the[thore[destful [skate [df(Cyour
dwelling[lplaces,[lIsrael”,[restricting
growthlih[drder[tb[@void[iunchecked
advancement, [thuslehabling[the sbul td
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WISDOM[X[WIT

by ShmuellHimelstein

ThelAlter[lofl Slobodka, IR’ Nosson
TzvilFinkel, "hadalhighly[developed
senseJofl'what[Jeachstudent[Jofl his
needed,[] as[] thel] following[] story
illustrates.

Atloneltime, [two(friends werestudying
in[Slobodka,lonelal greatlmasmid Ila
personwhollis[ivery[diligent[fin[‘his
Torah[ learning[ I Twith[ the[ other[ the
exactlopposite, [ given[to[being[ easily
distracted[] and[] only[] with[] great
difficulty(being ¢oercedintolearning.

R’ Nosson[Tzviltreated[them[entirely
differently:[Helalmost[demonstratively
ignoredthe Masmid, WhileTavishing(a
great[dealCoflattention[on[the[bther
student.[The first[student[foundthis
veryldisturbing, but(did mot[say/aword.
Helbidedlhis[time, [and[waitedfor[an
opportunity[tollet the[Rosh[Yeshiva
know [is feelings.

Thelopportunity[came[When[the first
studentTosthisFather. R’ MNosson(Tzvi
came[tolvisit[the [student, _and[ithe
student, [inhis(great(grief,[complained
bitterlyloflthe wayR’ Nosson[TzviHad
treatedhim[throughout, Cespeciallylin
lightlofliow e had freated Hisfriend.

“What[1[did,”[said[R’[Nosson[Tzvi,
“wasltolgiveleachoflyou(the[treatment
youlneeded. I knew! that[iyou were
growinglinto d(fine Torahlscholar,and
iflyoulever(¢ame(to [me(toltell (melofla

for[that[thought.[Had[1[praised[you,
youlwould/have[becomeldonceited. By
ignoring(you, llénabled [youtobecome
all Torah[] scholar[] without[] totally
inappropriateconceit.

“Your(friend, (on[the [other[hand, Wwas
always[looking[foralway[to[lavoid
learningTorah. 1meededfouseévery
wileldand[stratagemfo keep (him[inter[]
estedlinlearning, [andthat(mean [prais(]
ingleverylsingle(Torahthought/heltold
me, ihvitinghimtomyhouse, l€tc.”

Alldok[at[BALAK [flom[@zTorah
Lonelyorialone?

Theldialogue [bktween [Balak ahd [Bilam
isLdneldflthelgreatlskories[df[Biblical
literature.[Mhelrhler Wants[td (hire[the
prophet;[the[prophet[plays[hard[do
get.[The[Hargaininglprocess[id [similar
to[tdhe[BusinessLdrlpolitical Ldegotiall
tions[vith BwhichCburCbwn[Chge s
familiar.LY oultefuse[point[blank[to
discusslthelmhatter.(You[Hang[dn[the
table.[You[Walk[dut.[You[lét[yYourself
be[dersuaded[tb[dome[Hack[ihto[the
room.[Eventually [You[3trike[d [ deal.
Both[Sides[ getlless[than[their[irst
demands,[both[grumble,[but[both
know[they[dre[dot[Tlkely[do[do[dny
better.[Balak[dnd [Bilam [dre[dot[the
founders[df(Biblical [degotiation [([Tthat
distinction Ls[probably [ teserved[Hor
Abraham[dnd[the[Hittites[{B'reishit
23)[IBut[theirldialogue [i$ [skill Highly

instructive.

What[db We [nhake [df[Bilam’s [attion[at

properly[hbsorb Al C3piritual Cattain [
Both[felate[ to[ the[$oul’sLlipwards ments.

new![Torah [thought[youlhad[¢ometip

with, lit[was[fo[teceive praise fromme onelpbint,Where[MAYELECH [SHEFI T
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“he[Went[tb[albBareheight” [(Bamidbar
23:3)?[This[ik[the[dranslation Ldf[the
lexicographers, Butlthelgkneral Jéwish
viewLis, [ds[the[Targum[Putslit,[The
went[Joff{Jalone”;[Jas[Rashi[says,
“nothingwhas [withhim[ekceptlsilence”.
Nathan[Marcus[Adler,[duthor[dflthe
Netina[JLaGer,[JalJcommentary[Jon
Targum[ODnkelos,[dxplains,[(He [Went
off[ih [dolitude[to [think [With[d[dlear
mind”.[Peopleinvolved[inCdecision[]
making[heed[ o[ get[away[ o[ think
things[through,ahd[this[is[What[Bilam
must[Bave[done.[Butyet[therelis[d
BiblicalLlverse [ khat[ keems[ ko[ kive
diametrically Cbpposite[Advice, [vhen
Godldeclares,[JIt[5[dot[doodfbr[d
person[tlo[Be[dlone”[(B'reishit[2:18).
How([then[are[Weltb[rkact[tb[Bilam’s
apparently[deliberate[choice[df[alone[]
ness!?

Theldnswerli3,[df[dourse,[that[there
are[sbmelkinds[dflalonenesswhichlate
notlgood,ahd[sbmelWhich[are.[Most
peopleWould[shy[therelale[tivokinds
of(dloneness, Noluntary[dndlihvolun]
tary,[Hut[ih[fact[there[i3[althird[type,
existential (dloneness.[The Bwiss[phil]
losopher[Henri[FredericLAmiel [Said,
“In[alllthe[chieflthatters [df[life Welale
alone:[Ove[CHream[Chlone, Lve Cuffer
alone,[Weldie[alone”.[Dthers[thay[He
with[uk [at [l [these[Moments, [Blutlehch
ofltheselekistential lekperiences(idlalurs

alone.

Bilam’s[Aloneness s [Yoluntary.[Like
him,[sbmetimes[Welall[nked[tb[choose
to[Withdraw [ih [drder o [think.[And
therelare[dther[times[alsoltb[choose
to[be[alone.[As[PirkeilAvot[shys,[[In[al

placeWhereltherelalelnb [men, ybulbk
alan”[{Avot[2:5).[0h [ Hituationih
which[holdne[Chas[ the[tourage[ to
standLipChnd[bpeak[lip, [ to[be[h
mensch, [fo [Be (Worthy[df[dhe[dame
human, [IBave [do[Be[dhat[person...
even LIf[1CktandChlone Chnd Lf, Clike
Abraham[dur[fhther, &l [the World[i$
onldhelsidelahd [lhin [oh[theldther.

THERE'SINOWHERENT'DIRATHERBE!

Shabbalbrls

There[dre[twolbpinions[As[ o[ the
brachalfbrighting[Chanukaldandles[I]
L'HADLIK[NERSHELIAHANUKA [ahd
L'HADLIKCINERCCHANUKA.CThe
former Cwording[LisCkimilarCko[khe
brachot[or[$habbatl[and[Yom[Tov
candles.[The[ldtter[Wording[id[thissing
theord[SHEL.

Commentaries[bffer[hnCéxplanation
for[the[3econd[bpinion.[L{TheHirst
opinion[probably[1doesn'tLIneed[1a
reason,kince[itCkonforms[ko[khe
standardording.)

Candles[fbr[Shabbat[dre[dandles[that
onellights[ih[Ronor[&f[Shabbat.[But
they[dre[dregular"[dandles,[donethe[]
less.[They [givelight[and [darmth, [list
likelchndles[do.Mom[Tovlchndles[chn
beluked[tblizhtldne's[stove.[Drldther
candles.

Notlsb[GQhanukalchndles.[Welhhve no
permission [do[lise[#hem[ds[dandles;
they [akrelexclusively [tb [(He [sken.[They
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really[alen'tlrkgular [chndles[Ithey[ale
Chanukal¢andles, [INERCCHANUKA.
Shabbat[candles[are[Jcandles[Ifor
Shabbat[MNER SHELSHABBAT.

Jews[dll[dver[the World[Buy[flowers
for[3habbat.[They[goLinto[dHlorist
shopahd[Buy[flowers, Which[they [uke
in[(Honor[df(Shabbat.[Butlihd3rael, e
buy[IShabbat[flowers.[IShops[sell
Shabbat[flowers.[Sidewalk [dnd[doad[]
side[stands[springlup [eVery [Friday[ahd
Erev[ Chag[toBelllowersGustHor
Shabbat.[Many[dflthe[skllersWill (Hand
youlyour[flowers[ahd[shy: [NICHVOD
SHABBAT [KODESH.Mhere[id[alquali[]
tative[difference[Hetween [flowers[fbr
Shabbat[] and[] Shabbat[1 flowers.

And[nbw/(there[id[Shabbat[CQocalCQola.
For@lldngltime, Jdwshhve bkenbliying
CocalColaldnd[dtherLdoft[drinks[to
enhanceltheir[ShabbatlandYom[Tov
meals.[That[ihvolved[gbingltbalstore
or[placinglanCodrderHorLdelivery Lbf
soda[[With [the[ihtention[dflderving
and(dFinkinglitloh [Shabbat.

But[Here's[theldifference.[CocalCola
IsraelChas[recently ClputClontoLkhe
market,[Shabbat[Qoke.Thelchrdboard
carton[that[Uholds[ChLksextupletCof
bottles[is[imprinted [With[the [Words,
"Packaging[thatlidlcbmpletely fdr[@neg
Shabbat".[The[lhbels[dn[dhe[Bottles
have[h[ picture[bf[ Lechem[Mishna
covered By [d[Challaldover, [d[Pair [f
candlesticks,[d[Kiddush [dup,[dnd[the
legend,[CocalColali$ (Happy[th[Hel[d
partlid[ybur[@neg[Shabbat[ehch Week
anew.[ShabbatShalom".

Aslah[aHded [bbonus, [phrtldflthe [chrton

islthe[ghmeboard[fdr[alspecial Shabbat
gamelthatlcbmeslith@l&lphck.

Doeslthe[drink[idside[the [Bottle[thste
the[dame[ds[dther[damples[df[Coca
Cola?Physically, [plobably[yks.

But[does cholent[dn [Shabbatltistelthe
same[ds[dhe[3ame[dish[iade[dbn[d
Wednesday? [ INo [ivay. [The [3pirit[of
Shabbatlid[the[skcretlspicelthatmhakes
cholent[the[unique[Shabbat[dish.[And
now,[@Qocal@olalih[I$rael[Basahother
secret[ihgredient[tblifs[AAmous[skcret

formula.

IsC3habbat[Coke[teasonénough{o
make [Aliya? Not by [itself. But[ilsérves
aslalrkminder[df[What[this[cbuntry[i.
It[id[alJéwish [state [With [Shabbat[ak[the
nationalldhy [of[rbst.[f[id[alJéwish [state
which[dpens[ifls[aFms[td Jéws[ftom all
overLthe[World[to[deturn [do[LWhere
Jewserelneant[tblive.

Whenlybulskelthelsignatross(thetbp
ofldanapproaching[Ibus[alternate
between[lits[ route [1number[Jand
destination[dn[dnelthe[dne[hand,[ahd
greetingsLdor[A[$hana[Tova, [G'mar
Chatima[Tova,[Qhag[Shmei'ach [Hs [the
caselthay[Be,[ds[the[dther[hessage,
then [you[shile[and[realize[that[there
islnblplacelybu'dlrhther[iVe.

When[those[shme[Buses[rkquest[that
youldfferalséatltdthelelderly iththe
words[fdom[Phrshat[K'doshim:[MIPNEI
SEIVALTAKUM, [then Lyou (Rnow[you
areWherelybulatelstipposed(td bk,

And[When[albbttle [df[sbda [Wishes[ybu
Shabbat[Shalom...youKnow[thatlyou
arelhbme.
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Portionfrom(thePortion

A'FENCE ON
EITHER SIDE

Balaamrgotruprearlyrinithelmorning,
saddledrhisfemaleldonkeyandiwent
with(the Moabiteldignitarieslinlorder
toltursellsrael.[Glddisplayedanger
becauseBalaamlwassolanxious[to
go,Jand[Jan[Jangellof /G[d[planted
himselfllin(JtheJroad, lon]Balaam's
way,folopposelhim.

When(thedonkeysaw[G[d's angel
standingllinthe Croad Cwith[JaCdrawn
sword(inChisChand,theldonkeywent
asidefrom[thelJroadllinto[the(field.
Balaam[beatthe'donkeytolgetrit
backlon(thelroad. Gld'sangellthen
stoodlinlalnharrowl path[throughlthe
vineyards,[Whereltherelwaslalfence
onlJeitherside.[T\When(thelldonkey
saw(GId'slangel,litfedgedioverfolthe
side,crushingrBalaam's(footragainst
theJ walllJ and0 making [ himJ lame.
(Bamidbar(22:21(25)

Rashironverse24,(GADERIMIZEH
V'GADER[IMIZEH (I "allfencellon
either(side"[ states[ that this[ was[a
simplestoneOwall. OWhyOisit[Jso
important(for(us[ tol_know!( that( this
walllthat'Balaam'slleglwascrushed
upllagainstiwasJactuallyTallstone
wall? 'Why[would[Rashi, wholis[very
succinct,[findlitChecessarytoltell"us
thisbitoflinformation?

INOTOLDOTOYITCHAKDitexplains
thatl] when[J Yaakov[] left(] Laban's
housellhellmade(lallcovenant[lwith

Laban.Heltook albboulderiand(raised
itCasCalpillarOCCGALCED O Twitness
mound((B'reishit(31:47).[ Laban(said
"Themound(shall 'belalwitness, and
thelpillarishalllbeawitness. llammot
tol'gol beyond[ the[’mound[ with"bad
intentions..."

Balaamwas[the[great[grandsonof
Laban(the[Aramean.Hewas the(first
oneltorbreakthis[covenantlbyrgoing
onThisCwaytol1do[Jevil[Jto[Israel.
Therefore,thelrockswere[goingio
takelrevengelagainst"himITas[the
verselsaysl(in(D'varim17:7),r YAD
HAEIDIM TIHYEH[] BO[l VARIC
SHONA...MT"thehandlofthewitness
shallllbelagainstThimfirst...".C'The
rocks[whichChad[beenlalwitness[to
thel covenant[ between(Yaakov(and
Labaniwere(the(firsttonesto punish
Balaam.[1 Thell donkeyl! pushed
Balaam'sfoot uplagainst thelrocks
oflthefencelandtheybrokelhis(leg.

Thislsimplellinelof(Rashilteachesus
so/muchabout[Divine(retribution.

Potato,[1potahto....]Muffin,[Imabhfin,
mufin...
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Lastiweek's[MicroUlpan
was|[the[nkew[HebrewMordfdrmuffin.
Weldid[not[havethespaceltb[explain
it, [hndCpeople Civere[eftCvith[the
impression [that[itClwasCsimply Cla
Hebrewized Lpronunciation[of[Ithe
English ord.

It's[Morelthan [that.

WelstartWith[alphsuk[id Mayikra, [6t 14
tolbk[specific.

mRETR  Ubm tevz mameod
TRT DR TpdR CPEm DINST
R U

"In[alphn [id[shall [Ble [mhade [with [dil; [ahd
when [i[id[Baked, [ylou [shall (Bring [i [ith;
and(the BAKED[PIECES [of[the[neal
offering[dhallyouLdffer (for[d[dweet
savorltd[HaShem.

TUFINEI[deans[the bhked[pleces|df...

TUFIN[G3[aBaked[iem;[TUFINIM[ake
baked[iems.

[Thereds[h[bake [ khopon[Emek
Refa'im[chlled[TUFINEI[ahd[it[Has[the

abovel[ pasuk[bnlits[3ign.[{Informall

tional;[nblehdorsement[ithplied.]

From[J TUFIN(IM)[ the[] Academiya
L'Lashon[HalvritCimade[Ch [ hlay[Jon
words[hnd[I'created"[kthe[Hebrew

word [MUFIN [(hat's[MOO [ak[id [cow[]

talk,[ahd[EIN, [Which [chymes [with[kken
[[With[#he[dccentLdn[the [FIN)Hor
muffin.[Beople Will[drobably[dontinue
tolshy[MAHEIN, butlifs[nice[tbkhow
that[the[JAcademiyalhas[h[ Biblical
attitude[towards[Words,[ds[Well [ds[d
light[Hearted[play [oh Mords.

ThelJerusalem/Institute
ofiJewishiLaw

Rabbi[Emanuel Quint,[Dean

Lesson #(566(part[one)

Partnerships

Many [years(agowelhad[a[few(lessons
that[] discussed [ the[] formation[] and
running[ albusinessaslal partnership.
ThelquestionHasBy/doincidencelcome
up[alfewfimes[among[the memberlof
ourlkolelland [@mong(some oflthe men
in[ourlsynagogue. Iltold onelofithe hen
tolgotohislrabbiland ConsultWith Him.
Hewentland [therabbi called me o get
some[JofTIthe[details (Jofforming[Ja
partnershiplaccordingfohalacha.The
partieslare/bestladvised[folorganizela
partnership [ Ibylcomplying[Iwith[Jthe
lawslofTtheTand@and alsolhalachically
bylmaking[alkinyan. Thelparties[can
generally[ agreel tol almost[ any[ terms
that[¢omply[with [the Taws[ofthe land
with(thelonlyleéxceptionbeing/when!it
contravenes( | certain[ | halachot.[] The
agreement[can[specifically(state(that (it
shall[begoverned[by[thehalachalbr
anylother[setlofl laws[that(the[parties
agree[upon, suchlas[thelaws[ofl the
State[oflIsrael. [TheirCagreementmay
beldral(drfinWriting. Tthay[dontainall
ofltheferms(orlonlysomelofithelferms.
Even/iflthe partnershiplagreementis [in
writing(itlmay[belamended(orally.The
parties[ can[ terminate[ the agreement
evenlbeforetheldatel et forth[inlthe
agreement. [Assume/that[both[Reuven
andShimon(livelin[Arizonaland [wish
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tolform[alpartnership(thatlis[to[belin
the [business[ofselling[merchandiselin
alfairin[China. Thelgoodslaresupplied
byReuven(in[Californialand takenby(a
shipto/Chinaltobelsoldlthere. Theylare
toldivide [the profits(évenly.[While the
goods(arelon(thelshipthepricedfTthe
merchandisefalls. [Thelentire[loss[in
value[is[to[be borne by Reuven(since
thepartnership ‘willlcommence when
thelgoodsarrive [in[‘China. That[]is,
unlessthelparties agree otherwiselin
advance. [ Iflthe[ price[tises beforelthe
goods(arrive(in[China,the(gainWwill [be
Reuven's. Iflthe[partnership [dgreement
provides[that(the[partners[ will[invest
certain[sums[or[will[invest[the oney
asl required, and[ Reuven! fails[to[ 50
invest, [Shimon [thay [bringlan(actionin
BeitDinltolcompel Reuven tosolinvest
or[lterminate(the[ partnership.[1The
investment[oflthe ‘partnersiaylbelin
moneylorlinlalthingthattheparties

consider[]to[lbe[Ithel]equivalent[]of

money.[The[parties mayl(stipulate(any
divisionlofTprofitsfand[losses as they
please.[For[example, they maylagree
thatCReuvenwho[has[linvested (1100
shekels CshouldCreceive 180% CofTthe
profitsCand [bear[115%Cofl thellosses,
while[ Shimon[Wholhas[invested[200
shekels[ lshould[ receivel 120%![ 'ofl ithe

profitsiand (bear[85% oflthe Hosses. [If
theyldolsolagree, therelisalpresump!]

tion[ theyl did[soltotakelintol account
their[ respective [ business! talents[and
other[] factors.[] In[J the[] aforegoing
exampleReuvenlobviouslyhas[imore
tolofferthe Partnership thanShimonfin
the waylofltalent.[This[assumes[that
bothReuvenland[Shimonwill work[the
same Mours for the partnership.

ParshaPix
explanations

* Upper(léftlid[phrt[dfldneldfithe vkry
first[BarshaPixPuzzles[df[years[dgo.
Theres[A[LBLOCK [ {sounds[like
BALAK)Lih[d[dest, dvhich Chakes[it
BLOCKIBENTZIPOR

* Globe[Wearing[dn[dye[patch.[Balak
said[that[Israel(Was[ 3o humerous
thatWelcbvered EIN[HAARETZ, [the
eyeldflthe[Barth[(hs[does[theldatch
infthatlgfaphic)

* Messengers[from[Moav[ kame[to
Bil'am [Cwith[JK'SAMIMLIB'YADAM,
represented by [the [mhagic[ttick[id[the
hand

* Bil'am'sCddonkey[saw [lthe[lsword
drawn[in[the[ahgel's[hand;[Bil'am [did
not[deelit[dt[firstl{or[3econdlbr
third)

* When[the Ldonkey [falks (o [Bil'am,
she[dsks[himOvhy [he[has[hit[her
theselthree[REGALIM, [three[times.
Commentaries[pointLout[khat[ it
doesn't[shy [PAMIM, [three[times, bt
rather [uses[the[Word[that[rkfers[tb
ourltycle[df[holidays[and[{o[the
People[lwho[observe[kthem.[IThe
angellrepeats[the[dreference[Jto

SHALOSH[REGALIM.[Theldpeech[]

bubble[fbr[the[donkey[dontains[the
question L{mark)Chbout[ the[ three
festivals,[depresented [By Lthe[llulav,
Matza,lahd[Torah

* Chicago[bhsketball[player,[che [ofthe
BULLSChnd[h[St.[ 1L ouis[ ¥ootball
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player,[dne[dflthe[RAMS.[Bulls[and
rams, [A[df[dach, [(henceltheir[érsey
numbers)ere[répeatedly [offferedlas
sacrifices by [Bil'am [ahd Bhlak

Clapping[bhnds[lrkpresentation [off
Balak[skriking[His[Hands[tbgether[ih
disgust[at[Bil'am's[répeated[ilureltd
do[as[requested. CIVAYISPOK.[JA
unique (Word[ih [(Tanach[{appearing
nowherelelse)

The[Xed[but[3nake[Gs[AlsoHrom
Bil'am'sOwords,[that[khereCds[Cho
NACHASH [ih Yaakov.[His[theaning
islthatedb[nbtlrélylahlcmens

Alhouselfilled with [money" [[brtof
what[Balak[Itold [IBil'am [lthat[he
missed[dutldn[By[dotllttering[dne
teeny eenylclirse

The3hulGhCthe dower IdftCdorner
reminds [uk [oflthe FAmous[MATOVU
OHALECHANAAKOV...

LyingLChcross[the[bottom[bf[ the
ParshaPix[lis(lthe CIROMACH, CIthe
spear[that[Rinchas[dsed[tb[protect
Gld'shbnor

Theldver[df[dil[ffrom[the[ditcher[i$
mentioned[idthebhftara

Onlthe[deverselside [df[AIS[dollar
billli[alpicture [dflthe[Great[Seal:[A
pyramid LWvith[An[3ll[skeing[éye[dn
top.[1Sometimes[called[Jthe[Jen]
lightened[ele. Bil'am[chllshimselflthe
man [With[SH'TUMHALAYIN.Diving
Torah[offers[Ithese[Jtranslations:
enlightened, Ufuturelskeing, [seeing,
open,[truelsighted,[kleepless,[kvil,
dislocated, blinded.

* InCthellipperlrightCtorner[bfL the

ParshaPix[idlaIMEM, [ckpresenting(the
MEM[khat[dsChtCkthe[upper[rght
corner[dfltheldolumnlih[the[Torah
that[] starts[] with[d MAL] TOVU
OHALECHALYAAKOV...[Whatlis
remarkable[@boutlthisLMEM[i [that
thereli$[d[Scribal [(Tradition [that[six
specificlcblumns[id [the Morah [{[dutof
245[dr[sb) [nked[tb[startlatalspecific
point[ih[the[tkxt.[All[dtherldolumns
arelflexible, [id [alsénse, lahd[the [ekact
beginning[dfldach[dolumn[WilllMary
fromSofer[to[1Sofer.Cl(Actually,
today's[Sifrei[(Torah[@reWritten By
copying[ftom[ghotocpies[df[dlsall
numberUofUlexisting[SifreiLITorah
whose[] writing[] isL] considered
particularly[good.[Sol[thereli$[thore
uniformity (ffom[Torah[do[Torah[1]
morelthan[Would[Heleixpected[ftom
the[Tradition Live're[talking[dbout.)
This[TraditionCtlashes A [bit[vith
another[Tradition [that[dach[dolumn
begin [With[a]MAV. This[id[alstandard
feature [df[host[Sifrei[Torah[tbday,
althoughLlitUis Lonly six Cspecific
columns[that["must" [Begin[the[shme
way. [Of[thel[dix,[dneldtarts[With[d
VAV [ahyway, [Iéaving[Slldflabout[245
columns[hatldo[hot[dtart[ivith[d
VAV.[Onelidthelfirstlcblumn, Mhich
startsWith [the (big[BET [QF[B'REISHIT.
The[MEMULh[Balak[G$[dnother.[The
mnemonic[device idBIKAHEH'MO

Thellibn[clib[idlmentioned[id [Bil'am's
description[df(the[deople[df[I3rael[IT]
"Behold,[the[people[Will (akrise[like [d]
lion [dub[ahd [rhise [ifself like[alllon..."
(Bamidbar[23:24) [ahd[MHe[drouched
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and [y [down (ke [alTion, [and, Tike [a]
lion[clib[IWho [chn[stand [up [td [Aim?"
(24:9)

ET[[dfdr 0TI, With[de.ThelakcursBR2
times[ih[Tanach [ahd[Brings[tb [chind
the[dxtraterrestrial (Who lanted [th
phone[blome.Balak[abks [Bil'am [tb[gb
with[Bim [to [dnother Mantage [Point
and[séeltheldraelitelchmp.

ThelShofar[AndLdrown[doltbgether
and[depresent[the[gasuk,[Bamidbar
23:21,[idwhichBil'am[ploclaims,[He
has[dot[deenlihiquity[ih Jhcob, [dor
has[He[deenlPerversenesslih[Tkrael;
HaShem his[God[idwithhim,ahd[the
TRUMPETIBLASTLIOFLIALIKING
(UTRU'ATLIMELECH)Ois[Llamong
them."

Belowl[the[clown [oh [the[right[side[id
CHEFI[E [ds[ih [SHEFI,[from [23:3.[1k
haslthelmeaninglof[HeMentlalone

Inlthe ldwer [right[idlahother BALAK,
albenMZIPOR, [that[id. [A[bhby [bird[id
a[BEN[TZIPOR;[sb [wasBALAK.

The[hameof[khe [IZIMCkhipping
company[domes[ftom[Barshat[Balak
(Bamidbar[[24:24):[1'V'TZIM,Oarge
ships[shallldome[from[the[dorts[df
the[Kittim, [dnd[they Will [Thy Ddvaste
AssyrialahdEber-..."

* Theldragon[idlthe[girifriend[ahd[then
wifelof[Donkey...[rival [ofithe ATON

« SHE'EIRIS, [Mdentioned[idfthe hhftara

THE CHALLENGE[OF MONEY:
"Your brother shalllive (withyou" [[S]

by Dr.Meir Tamari

AlllJourl]sources,[ 1 halacha,[ | aggada,
philosophyand[Torahcommentators
alike,[dlearly(recognizethat(society(has
anlobligation[tolprotect(and [Support/its
poorland Wweakmembers, @recognition
thatthroughoutlthelagesWwas [expressed
inltheénactments[oflthe Kehilotfinlall
thel¢ountries.[At[the[same time, [they
provideguidelines as[towhat[constil]
tutes Jthe JTorah's commandmentJof
providing/all the nieeds6flthepoor, 'dei
machsoro',[and also Wwholis[¢ligible[fo
receivetheseBenefits. [ThisWecognizes
that[societies, [ like [individuals, have
limited[fesources[and, what[is nolless
important,(that(perpetuating/awelfare
mentality'lCreates [spiritual land material
evils.[Thelegoism[0fl S'dom [imerited
that/society's/destruction (but/thepolicy
ofl'breadJand[Icircuses' led[ jjust(as
inevitablyfolthe downfall[ofl Imperial
Rome. Justice[demands [thatfindividual
Jewsand[the[community[meet[their
holy[ obligations[] but[] justice[] also
demandsthatthese holyfundsmotbe
abused.

Weldomotfind ihtheJewish(charitable
system[ | anything[| approaching[| the
incomes! Ipolicyllofl Imodern| Jwelfare
thinking[that[considers[tzedakalas an
egalitarian[device[intended [to[fransfer
wealth. [Rather,["it(is Mot[the[dbligation
oflthehouseholder(folenrichthe poor,
only(folsupporthim"[(Mishneh[Torah,
MatnotAniyim[7:[B).[The[Rambam
continues[Jto[Jlimit[recourseJto[Jthe
communal [funds(fothose[wholdo[hot
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have[14[meals[for[theweek[and[the
tamchui([daily food [funds] [tothose Mot
having(2[teals(for(that[day. LLikewise,
peahleket(shikhacha, [ the agricultural
gifts were[permitted (dnly/tb thosewith
idlelequityess [than[200[Zuz[or [active
capital[0f750zuz Jlassumed [fo [provide
incomel sufficient[forbasicnhecessil]
ties].[These imeans[tests[Tequire[the
poor, dikeany ather(¢reditor, o [prove
theirleligibility. [In(teal Tife, There[is[a
ranking[ofineeds[soltherelhasfolbela
ranking[Jofl Ithe[tests; Ifor[lexample,
claimsforiclothing Meed [proofiwhereas
onelwholsays['[heed[food',[wel give
himimmediatelyWwithout/questioning".
ItGsfruelthatfmodern [authorities [ike
the[Orech[HaShulchan(tulethat(these
limitations, las Welll@s(others likelthose,
defining(Basic[necessities [as/halflaloaf
twiceld/daylor(providing(arug(to sleep
on,[Jrelated[Jto[]those[ early[] times,
whereasfbday(charitableneedshavefo
beldefinedldt/ahigherevel. [However,
thisCdoes[not[hegate the fundamental
ideathatcharity(is theantonlyfo/grant
necessities, norIdoes[it[IrefuteIthe
validityloflatheans [festlinJudaism.[To
ruleCotherwise (would [belinjust even
thoughitWouldsavethepoor[from[the
shame[ lofl Iconvincing[others[Jofl This
needs.

Proponents[ofluniversal (welfarelargue
thatlinlorder(to[sparelthe feelingsof'the
poorrecipients, benefits should [be
availableléqually(toall. TnlotherWords,
food, Ceducation, health Cor [transport
when[$ubsidized [by[the publicpurse
should benefitboththe poor whomeed
tobelassisted[and thewealthypeople
who tanlquiteleasily fend [for[them[]
selves. Means [fests hean(that the[poor

andMeedy(arelielped(ih[thoselarealthat

theymeed it;peoplelarelsupported (ot

servicesorproducts.[Removing/shame

from(] receivingl[] charity[] through

universal[benefits, “makes “living[Joff
welfare[mormalfand[anleéntitlement[of
theltecipientlinsteadoflanlobligatory

mitzvalofithelgiver;["shamelis[the price

thepoorCpay[for[receiving[charity"

(Chatam[JSofer).INotOonlyJcan[Ino

society[provideleveryone[Wwith[every[]
thing (theyneed Cor Cwant, Cbut[such

norms[ make[ universal [welfare[jgrow

untilit(becomes [toollarge for(societyto

fundCoutloflits[tax [ revenues.[ Social

discord[br[tax[tevoltl occur breaking

down[thelwelfarel system,[ifl hot the

societylitself.

Irrespective[ofTwho[Teceivestzedaka,
how[much(they(teceiveland Thowl(itlis
funded, [¢are must[always[befakenfo
rememberthe spiritualCandreligious
natureland[significanceWhichit[Rasfin
a[Torahfideology. ThisWwill[dothuch b
prevent[welfare(andfzedakabothfrom
being[imere[bureaucratic[soullessness
ofl I thellgiver[Jand[ ] from[]fraud(]or
exploitation by the recipients. Rambam
links[givingcharity[to[ithe [lobjects
offered [ to[ Betl HaMikdash:[1'All[the
things[ that[lonel Iconsecrates( fto[ ‘G[d
shouldTbel[Jofl the[Ibest[Jand[Imost
beautiful. (IfCJone[buildsJaIshul [for
prayer,litshould be moredignifiedand
beautiful [thanthehouselin[Whichlhe
lives;[whenhel[feeds[the hungry,he
must[givethem[thebest[and [Sweetest
foodwhichheServes[athis(ownfable;
and Cwhen[_he[_clothes[ithe [ naked, it
shouldbeWwith the [finestCofThis[own
clothes"[(IssureiMizbei'ach:11).

OUlsraellCenterrTb61 ¥ 28 ¥[TheBalakb771lssue



L EANIDDLES,

Lastfidsue’s (CHUKAT)MTriddles:
[1] oil:cow[=E2t1

V'YIKCHULEBILECHA....[And You Lshall
take[(to[Jourself...Cbccurs CinCAIILHf
Tanach[anly [dhreedimes.[Th[Parshat
Chukat,[the[dommand [k 4o [dake[d
PARALJADUMA.PreviouslyLin[khe
TorahMih[Parshat[T'tzaveh (AndGh
Parshat[(Emor[dfthe Cdommandk[do
take[blive[dil[(Hor[(#he[Menora.[The
ratio[of[dlilftd [cbwidltwo [td [ahe.

[2] Can[Har[HaZeitim[beMaale
Adumim?

The[RARALADUMA LWvas[Brought[to
thehilltopUopposite[1Har[JHaBayit
across[the [Kidron[alley (1o [Lpart[df
Har[MaZeitim, (dhe[Mount[df[Dlives.
That's[dwhereit[lwas[slaughtered,
prepared[and[Burned.Ih[Bringing[the
RED [ tow[1to[the[ HEIGHTLbf[ Har
HaZeitim, dmightCwe Cnickname Uit
MAALEADUMIM?

[3] Shortest[Rosh[@hodeshrbll

A Triddle[that[WillIbad[tb [d[Higger
thing.[First,[fhe[Rosh[Chodesh[toll.
No, [idlidn't GIDACHMANIYA[id [(Ronor
of(Rosh[Chodesh.[Here's[tdheldtory.
When[there[dreldeadings[from [dwo
differentlplaceslidtheTorah, [therelate
two[Ways[tb[hhandlelthe[situation.[We
can[thke[dut[tivo [Torahs[IIfreferably
eachUprepared[lwith[Ithe[lproper
location [off[the[rbading, [dr [we[chn [uke
onel[Torah,[rkad[the[firstlrkadingland
then[FollCXhe(MorahDherollCto[the

secondlrkading'sldcation. [flalshul hhs
more[thanLdne[Torah,theldtandard
practice[id[tb[use[dne[Torahfbrleach
reading[(fwo (o [three, 2k [the [chse[mMay
be).[This[was[the[decision[madelalldng
timelago, With [the [dffficial lcbason [bking
the[] avoidanceldl ofl] TIRCHA
D'TZIBURA,L]  burdeningl] the
congregation.When [alminyan lhhs[ohly
oneldcroll,[the[dolling[dolution[is [3ll
that[therel[is.

For[durlgurposes, e Will[define[the
lengthLofLaLtoll[by [the Chumber[bf
columns(skipped[aver[td[gkt[ftom[the
first[Jto[Jthe Csecond [Creading, Cnot
countingthelcblumn[id Which [the[first
reading[énds[dr[the[decond[deading
begins.[(Weldreldsing[the [(TIKUN [of
SIMANIMIfbr[the [dounting[[TAumbers
mightvhry [vkry [slightly fdlom [Morah [td
Torah.[The[SIMANIMDIKUN [hhs 245
columns.[The[Shabbat[Rosh[Chodesh
MaftirOis[(din(dcolumn]189.0Rosh
Chodesh[[Marcheshvan[kan[fallCbn
Shabbat[Harshat[Mo'ach.[Nlo'ach[ends
in[dolumn 2 [df[the[Torah.[Abll[tb
Pinchas[WillLheed[do[SkipLdver[176
columnsCbf(the[MorahBcroll.[That
would[Bel[the[Ibngest[Rosh[Chodesh
roll..Ih Iboking[fbr[the[shortest[(Rosh
Chodesh[rbll,[the[chndidates[aleltivo.
When[Rosh[OChodesh CITammuz[lis
Shabbat, [idlchn [Bk [elther [ah [Korach [ar
Chukat.[Ghukat[idlcloser[td [the [Maftir
than[Korach[i$.[Aside[from [CHukat,
the[dnly[dther[derious[dontenderlik
Matot[Mas'eiCdr[Mas'ei[dlone, Llvhich
canlhost[ Rosh[[Chodesh[[Av.[Even
though[the[Beginning[df(Matot[id [vkry
close[tb [the [Maftir[fbr[Shabbat[Rosh
Chodesh,[welmust[kount[kkipped
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columns[flom[thelehd[ofMas'eilrblling
backltd[Pinchas.[Mas'eilehds[id[cblumn
200 And[tequires[3kippingLbver[10
columns[] to[] getl] to[] UVYOM
HASHABBAT.[Ghukat[ehds[id [cblumn
180, [dequiring[d[fbrward[doll[dver[8
columns.[Welhhvel[fdbundlthelshortest
Rosh[[Chodesh[toll:C€hukat[TMRosh
Chodesh[Tamuz.[Balak.[Rinchas,[dnd
Matot[Would[alllrkquirelshorter[rblls,
butChonelbf[those[3edras[toincide
with Rlosh [Ghodesh.

Well, a1 76 Ccolumn [skipping Clroll
certainly[takes[h[whileChnd Bvould
producel] fidgetingl] among[d the
congregants.[ But[h[khort[Follike
Chukat's[Would[dertainly [dot[Burden
the[Mzibur.[Thelahswer[tb[the [idhplied
question[MOALUG.[Dncelthelrlle
is o [Morahs[fbr[tWo [rkadings, Meldb
notldistinguish[from[dne[daseltb[the

other.

The[bigger[pictures[HoLihclude3ll
Maftir [dolls, Ldot[just[Rosh[Chodesh.
What's[dhe[tange (from3hortest[{o
longest? [(We'lllork[dn [t [dnd [IY"H
reportLit[in[Anhipcoming[issue [{or
evenlelsewherelid [this[idsue).

MoreonMafcirRolls

Thelabsolute Idngest[Torah [Rolllid[dn
Simchat[Torah[Between[the[first[and
second[teadings.[We[ tonclude[the
whole[orah[(tolumn[245) ahdWould
have[tb[skip[dver[243[dolumns[ak[We
rollCto[the[Yery[beginning[ bf[ the
Torah.[This[i8, [ih [fact, [What[alohinyan
with[alsingle Morah [s¢roll bhs[td[db [ah
Simchat[Torah.[And[then [fbrMaftir,
there[id[ahother[rbll [df[188[dolumns.

TotallrblI [HB 1.

[4] Howl[is[ParalAduma
likelbheringue?

This[(TTriddle[is[d[Halute[do [MP.[It's
cornyl(butlsbdidlhk).Mainidgredient[id
meringuel[id[epg[Whites [[Tahd[definitely
NOLIYOLK.IPARACJADUMA Cmust
never[have[ been[LinderCh[ClYOKE.
Answer:[NOIOLK/YOKE.

[5] Utahlinstead [df[Oregon,
and[phixWell

Parshat[] Chukat[] follows[] Parshat
Korach.[Makelthe[@regon [(OR)[alutof
KORACH, [Put[Wtah [(UT) lih [ifs [Hlace
and[scramble[theletters[to[get
CHUKAT.

[6] ThelcommonllynxWithout[al
NY [nhoon

Thelcbmmonlynx, [alk.a.[Elirasian [ynx,
isCkhe[argest[ bf[ the[ four[kxtant
species[df[this[thedium [sized [Wild [cht.
ltsCAmerican CtousinCs[(the[bobcat.
Lynxes[Have [relatively[short[thils[and
tufts[df[Black [Bair[dn[the[tips [dfltheir
ears.[Butldnough@bout[them.[We're
interestedinthe[Owords['common
lynx".[@ross[dutlthe[létters N, Y, [M,
O,[O,[dAnd [N [EAnd Youdre Teft[With
CMLX.[That'sCRomanChumeralsHor
960, a3 id [TIT E#960.

[7] HighburforMTissue #1700

Remember[] ALF?[] The[ neighbor's
nephew[Jhke[dnce[putldut[His[(Hand
and[said,["slapldme[five".[LJALF's
response[Was,["here's[fbur, Tldweybu
one".[ALF[had[dnlyfourlfingersLon
each [df[His[Hands.[MVe'velgotfive[(hs
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youlWell[Know). 1t [t Lchost[grobable
that[durldommon Luse[df[the[decimal
systemLbfLhumbers[{base[ten)is[a
resultCofCourhaving[10fingers[dnd
countingldn[them.[@hances[ale, [flWe
have[dnly fbur [fingers[pler[band [(tight
allCtogether), [ thatLive [vould[Chave
developed[dldounting[system[ih[Base
eight.[Hligh fbur[i3[the [dongratulatory
gestureldmong[dight[fihngered[geople,
corresponding[tdlolirhighfive.Id [bhse
8,[the[number[1700 mheans[dnelgloup
of (81 2 [ahd [Algoups[dfléM4, [no [gFoups
oflelghts[ahd[nb[uhits.[That's (5]l 2+448
whichbFings[ukltd(idsue @60 [gain.

[8] Heldid[sbmething that hiis
greatlgreat[grandfather(hadldone

HellisLIMoshe[JRabeinu.[1He[Isent
MALACHIM ko[ Edom[{to[Fequest
passage [through [their[derritory).[His
greatlgheatlglrandfather [was[Yaakov
Avinu,Who [dent(MALACHIMdo [Bis
brother[Esav[(hoid[EHom).

[9] KolHaKavodltdShimon'slblchor

Shimon's[fitstbornwas YY'MU'EIL.[Helis
the[siman"[CbfCChukat[Because[the
gimatriyall of0d Y'MUEILO] is
10+40+6+1+30[2[87,[the[dumber[df
p'sukim [ih[Chukat.[Kol[HaKavod[F
20+30HEH20+2+6+4=8V.

[10] ThreeWnexplaineds,llfdom
thelhhftaralof[Shabbat[Rlosh [Qhodesh

Right[Helow[the[Waterless[fhucet[i$[d
footstool,[HADOMIid [Hebrew.[Ih the
openinglpasuk[dflthe[Haftara,[Hashem
declares[the[heavens[hs[his[khair
(throne?)[And[(the[éarth[{o[be[His

footstool.

Under[theHootstool[k[d[domputer
mouse.[TheWord[ACHBAR [dccurs[in
thelhhftara.

Lowerl[right[ik[d[photo[df[d[French
OneldFrancUcoin.[LAt[the[recent
exchange[date,[the Malue[df[d[Brench
Franc(id[$0.216,hichid2ll .6¢ [hkhich
gives[ds['VONA L{mentioned[ih[the
haftara), fdankincensel(d.k.a.lalibanum).

Waterboatman

Thisldnelch [dnglidsectjdstIdbok[averthe
title[oflthe Idudest(zhimallid [the Morld
(relative[td [bbdylsize).

Atlcloseltd[TD0dB, [didIduderthanthe
NYClslibway.

TheBlueMhale[idlthe [dudestlahimalldhlah
absolute[bhsis
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ParshaPoints[€tb[Fonder
BALAK

by RabbiDov(Lipman

I)Why[dbes[Moavlidvokelthelihagery
oflah [dx[ehting[up [all [the[clops [df[the
fieldto[Hescribe[What[WillChappen
whentheJéwsl[ehtltheirlciops[(22:4)?

2) Why [did [Bilaam [rkfer [t [the Jéwish
peopleds[THENATIONMVHICHIS
LEAVINGEGYPT [id[the[plesentlténse
(22:1 1) Cwhile[the[people[Lbf[ Moav
referred[dothem[ds[THELINATION
WHICHLLEFTLEGYPT,Lin[the[past
tense!?

3)[Why[Hoes[ the[Torah[Hescribe
Bilam [a$ [RAISINGUPHISEES[tb[sée
theewish[people[ before[blessing
them[(24:2)?[Why[wasn'tlidlehough[td
say[ANDHESAW [them?

Suggestedlahswers

|)[Da'at[Zekainim [Mi[Baalei[Hatosfot
explain[that[the[peopleldf[Moav[wWere
not[dimply[doncerned With[the [Jkws
eatingl[their[drops.[Rather, [they [Knew
that[dhe Jews[Were[prohibited [from
killing[] them [ directly [ per[] G[D's
command.[So,[theyfigured[the[Jkws
would[skek[tb [Hurtlthem[throughlthe
destructionClofltheir Lerops ot
becauseltheyldeeded[themfbr[fbod
butlbecause[thisLwould[lindirectly
destroy[IMoav.IThis[Clconcept[was
captured[through[thelimagery[df[the
ox[walking[] throughand [ simply
destroying[the[fleld THot[decessarily
throughlehtinglits fdod.

2)ThelKlilYakar[teaches[that[Bilam
was[thying[tb [bring[G [D's[Wrath [upon
theJewish[Jeopleland[He [Was[tklling
G[D[thatlthe[Way[the[Jéws[domplain
aboutltheir[desire[tb [return[tb [Bgypt
and[their[rkbellions[against[G [D [mhake
it[ds[if[they[dre[deallyLstill (there[dnd
just about[to[Tkaveldnd,[there[lfbre,
G[DLshould[énable[Bilam[to[ turse
them.

3)@he[Ohr[MaChayim[dnswers[that
the[lsince[Jthe[Jewish[dcamp [was
surrounded[By[the[douds[dflglory, [t
was[ilnpossible [fbr[Bilam [tb[ske[How
the[Jéws[Werelchmped.[Theldnly[Way
he[dould[dee[them[Wvas[through[Ris
prophetic[powers[ak[chpturedBy[the
words[RIAISEDUPHISENES.
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