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MASEILITE, Buct...

This[MAS'El[ike [idsue[has[féwer [chlories [(Fead[that[ak [phges), [due [tb [TT [staff
vacation[skchedule.[{(IThere[Will (Be[dnother ite [i$sue [ih [A[few [eeks [(fbrthe
same[rkason [[IHifferentLskaff.) [(The[rkduced[size [Was[akcomplished[Hy[Ikaving
out[domeldegular[features,[domeldds,[dondensing[the [TiyulimLdection,[the
schedule,[ahd[sbmeldtherfdatures.

Asllite b [this[idsueid[[Tihd [this[d[the BUT...[df [the [title [IWe[ale[still [gbing [td
use[this[(IEAD[TIDBITLLT)[tb [rkinforce [AlHoint[that[We [repeatedly [thake Il
namely, [theihportanceldflliving[id [EretzMisrael.[As[slich, [this [T [should[skrve
as[@HIZUK [fbr[deoplelalreadyliving[Hereand (Hopefully, IDUD, [dncouragel}
ment[fbr[those[Who[don'tlyetlive (Here. [Tt [Will [(dIso [derve [dsLdmmunition
(pardon[theldhoice[df[Words)[fbrlthose[Who [ive [(Here[and [Have [family [and
friends[Who[don't,[Hut[With[Whom[they [Would[like[tb [Hring[up [the [tbpic[df
ALIYA.

Thelrkason[Welakreldoing[this[fbr [Parshat[Mas'ei[(hot[that[We[deed[alrkason
and[dot[that[Wel[cannotfindlaldonnection [tb [chany [dther[skdras) [i$[that[the
MITZVAISfIYISHUV[ERETZ [YISRAEL, [the [chitzvaltb [live [ih [3rael, [ Fbundin
Parshat[Mas'ei.[Don'tIdok[id the Rambam's[Skfer HaMitzvot[ahd[don't [dok[id
the[Skfer [HaChinuch[(Wvhich fdllows[the Rambam's[mitzvalcbuntWith ahly lahe
exception).[[bok[atthe [Ramban's[likt[ofmitzvotthathk [fihds[missingftom[the
Rambam'sist.[The[hitzva[@t[suelis[(known [ds[(MITZVANUMBER[(EOUR
(because[that's[its[Josition [dn[the[Ramban's list [df[Additions ([THon"t dorry
aboutlthenlimber[&ll 3;[the Rhmbancbmbines[many [nditzvotlthat cont. page 4
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Jerusalem(id/outltimesfdr ParshatMAS'EI

7203 pm (EarliestB:13pm) / 82 1 pm Summerlfime
Checked[ahd[dbublelchecked fbrShabbat[Phrshat MAS'El :ISke [phge Blfdr[dther ZImanim

from 12 Sivan to
22 Menachem Av

WOI‘d @f ﬂjhe month Welbknch[Rosh[Qhodesh[Av:
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In[0A, Edrlekample, [they [should[shy [HAYA, [the [Molad was[(@t[6120am). v

InINY, lidwill [depend bathich [side [of 9120am [shuls[gétltd [R"Ch bknching.




Candles (earliesty  MAS'EI Havdala
1:03 (6:13) Yerushalayim 8:18
T:19 (6:14) S'derot 8:20
1:18 (6:13) Gush[Btzion 8:18
1:20 (6:15) Raanana 8:20
1:18 (6:13) Beit[Shemesh\RBS 8:19
1:20 (6:15) Netanya 8:21
1:19 (6:14) Rehovot 8:20
1:16 (6:13) Be'erSheva\Otniel 8:18
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1:19 (6:14) Modi'in\Chashmona'im 8:19
1:03 (6:14) Petach[Tikva 8:20
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703 6:12) Maale[Adumim 8:18

T:19 (6:14) Ginot[Shomron 819
7|8 6:13) Gush[Shiloh 818
T:18 (6:13) K4[&Hevron 818
T:18 (6:13) Giv'at[Ze'ev 818
1:19 (6:14) Yad[Binyamin 8:20
1:20 (6:15) Ashkelon 8:20
1:09 (6:13) Tzfat 8:20

bek Ranges are 10 days, WED FRI
nextlweek 25 Tamuz 5Av * Jul 27 Aug5
6:57 18112 . I —
11 AIE13 Earliesti Taliti& T"filini0iimm4:5505:02am
i | (S
. ofiZ'man ma :1819:21am
7:“%'4 (MageniAvraham:08:3718:41am)
L3 12 SofiZ'maniTfilatooommmn10:27010:29am
T:15 L1814 (MagentAvraham:19:5219:55am)
T:IAUIBI3 | | Chatzotmmmmmnint 2:45%pmi12:45%am
T:1 1 [18312 (halachicinoon)
11318313 MinchalGedolamumummm1 :2111:20pm
6:57(18114 (earliestiMincha)
6:57L181 PlagiMinchallmmmmimie: 13%06:07%pm
T:13 18313 SunsetlNI0000000000000000007:4407:37pm
1: 1218112 (basedionl sealllevel:1 7:3917:32pm)
1120181 - -
7:n N www.ttidbits.com
7141813 for PDF[files[dfTT [(Whole,
715 71814 lite, XL), ParshaPix, textlfe,
103813 Palmxkrsion,MorahMidbits
Audio mp3ffiles...[ahd[more!

RabbeinuMam[Havdala[MMAS'EII859pm

Used to itemize deductions

Find out about horse
races down under

| Whollives[at[Mziellcbrner Phrnach? |

| The[Balak[Mas'ei[¢onnection |

In other words, the fraternity leader
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Brothers/in name only

Calendar Trivia: Av and August dates match this
year (Ist thru 30th). This happened previously in
1981, 1962, 1924. This kind of match up with any
pair of months happens about every 2! 3 years.
Most recent match ups occurred with Elul 5768 &
September 2008 35 civil calendar months ago
which was 36 Jewish month ago. Before that,
Adar 5766 & March 2006. Before that, only 2
months earlier Tevet 5766 and January 2006.

% ThelMAS'Elllite(5771[issue

LEADTIDBIT o nuvedfiom [FRONT [phge

the[Rambam[cbunts[séparately).[Mitzva
#4[id[Based[dn [Bamidbar[33:53 MY ou
shalllpossess[the[lland[dnd[jouldhall
settle[in[if, fbr [tb[ybu[Have HIgiventhe
Land[td[pbssess|itl"

Thel differentClinderstandingsLbf[ the
opening[Ycommand"[LbfLWV'HORASH[]
TEM, [akide, [akcording[tb[Ramban, [this
is(the[dommand [from [G [d[tb[the Jéw
to[Settle[ih[the[LandCbflIsrael.[See
furtherin[the[$edral Summary, the
other[dspects[dflthis[thitzvalthat[the
Ramban[dpellsLout.[Ramban[thakes[d
verylstronglcase[fbr[the Marious[darts
oflthis[mhitzva[Heing[dbligatory[dn[the
Jewish[Pkople...[eenltdday.

Although[A[{ullCpresentation Lbf[ this
issue[is[beyond[khe [dimited [kpace
allotted(the[leadMidbit, dét's[tbuch[dn
alfdwpbints.

First, [this[id[(NNOT [ah [dbjective[presen ]
tation[Lbf[ the [ topicLbf[Yishuv[Eretz
Yisrael.[It[k[dolored [(by[d[firm[dnd
passionate[donviction[that[G[d[ dom[]
mands[s[tb[ive[ih[BretzYisrael,[that
HeWANTS[uk [tbMive [dur [Morahives
inlthe Thnd[cf[drael.

Let's[spend[sbmeltime[dn[the[absence
oflthis[chitzvaldn[the[Rambam's st [df
mitzvot[(@nd [thatofthe [@hinuch).

The[Rambam [dtatesWery[dlearly[dnd
strongly (dn[Chis[ChalachicCwvork, CYad
Chazaka, [thelithperativenhturelof[iVing
inLEretz[1Yisrael.[JHeechoes[the
Gemarallin[ktating[kthat[ T'al person
should[rhtherive [id [the Thnd[df[I3rael
in [allcity [the [mhajority [df(Whose [idhabi ]

tants[arelidol W orshipers, [chther[than
live[dutside [Eretz[Misrael,[even [id [aIclty
with[alohajority [dfJéws." [Hel[id[clear[id
echoing[thelstatement[that[Mone[Who
lives[dutside[df[Israel (i3 [Tike[dne[Mho
hasihb[G[d"

SolWhy[idn'tMiving[ih[Bretz[Yisrael[dn
theRambam's[listlofMaryagl(é 13)?

Somelduggest[that[the[Rambam[don[]
siders[(Mishuv[BretzYisrael 2k [a[Supral]
mitzva,[dnelthatli$[above, [tFanscends,
encompasses,[ land[facilitates[lother
mitzvot.[iving[ih [3rael id[chore[than[al
specific[hitzvalto ive [(Bere.living[ih
Israel [{even [ih[dur[fimeWithout[the
Beit[(HaMikdash, Without[d[Sanhedrin,
without[Yovel[ih[éffect) (Brings[ih [its
wake[alvhriety [df[dther [chitzvot. [Living
in[drael[Htcordingltdthe[Rambanlahd
others[ITkives[khe[Jopportunity Llof
fulfilling[dther[mitzvot[(éven [thoselnot
dependentlupon[thelhnd)[an [alhigher

level.

MitzvotUof[this Litype [ldo [not[get
numbered[By[the[Rambam[among[the
613.[But[they[Are[honetheless[{and
probablymorelsd)itzvot.

Doeslthe[nitzvaltb[ivelid [FretzMisrael
apply [id [dur[time[dr[not? [$[the [mhitzva
obligatory Lbr[(Ymerely" (A Catter [bf
fulfilling GELICHIYUVIT Lor LKIYUMIT)?
All[idteresting[questions[ahd[siibject(tb
much [Hiscussion.[Aside[from[AllLbf
theseliksueslis[theldlear[Picturelthat
emerges[from [the[Torah[IIIR'TZON
HASHEMIWhat[does[ G [dlWvant[df
eachJéw![MVhereldoes[He[want[us[tb
be?[Slthisréally @lgliestion(at all?
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Mas’'ei

43rd [of [tHe [54 [sddras; [1Dth [od (10 lid[BAmidbar
Written [oh (189 [ies [id [aITdrah [{tank: 30th)

8 [Phrshiyot; [&1open, 2L clbsed

132 [pdukim [icHnks (D2 ¢h [(5¢h [id (BImidbar)
146 | Lwbrds [Tdnks 32 th [(Ith [ [BImidbar)
5773 [lekters (TdAnks (28th [{Ath [id (BImidbar)

P'sukim [of(Mhs"ei [ade [tHe [Hortest [l[tHe [whole
Torah. (Hbnce [tHe [sdvere [diop [inl[rdnk [frbm
p'sukim [td [wbrds.

MITZVOT

6 Lod(tHe (813 [itzvot, 2L pésitives, [ALpdohibitions

Aliyaby[Aliya
SedralSummary

Numbers[din [square[brackets]CJare[Cthe
Mitzvalcbunt[of[ISefer [(IHaChinuch[JAND
Rambam’s[] Sefer[] HaMitzvot. =~ A=ASEI
(positivelthitzva); L=LAV[{prohibition). X:Y
isCthe[perekCAnd CpasukdromCwhichCihe

mitzvalcbmes.

[P>X:Y[(Z)] Ghd [S>[X:Y(¥)] Mdicate[tart
ofld[Parshald’tuchaldr[tumaldespectively.
X:Y[3[Rerek:Pasuk[df[theBeginning[df[the
parsha; (Z)[3[theldumber[dfld'sukim[ih[the

parsha.

Kohen(IErst[Aliya
| 0[pIsukim [TI3B: 1 LTI0

Wel indicate(d here[d the[d standard
arrangement[df[Aliyot[fbr Mas'ei[When[i
is[rbad[skparately [ffom Matot.[However,
some [shuls/communities[bave[thelclistom

not[do[dtopLduring[theMtravelog",[but
rather [do[dombine[the (frst[dwo[Aliyot
(making[the [frst[Aliya[49[d'sukim [Ibng,
moving[itlihto[firstlplacelds[the[Ibngest
(in[P'sukim) Mirst[Aliya).[Sources[dxplain
this[practice[Based[dn[alparallel [Between
the[42[places[dfLéncampment[dnd[the
42[&tter [dame[df[HHaShem[{which[thust
not[bk [splitlup). Ih [this[chse, [ah aHditional
AliyalstopOsClnserted CklIsewhere. [T his
issueL¢omeslip[Lonly[When[Matot[dnd
Mas'eil]are[] read[] separately.[] When
combined[(Which[i$[chost[dften, [ak[We've
said[skveral[times), [the[Whole[ttavelog[id
contained[in[R'VI'l, (the (Bridge [aliya [dflthe
twolskdras.

[P> 33:10(39)] Thel sedrall of
Mas'eilbeginswithlalistingloflthe
42[0placeslofllencampmentlduring
thell yearsll ofl wanderingl inl the
Wilderness.OMostOplacesOareljust
listed;Oalfewlarelanecdoted.0The
presentldaylidentitylofimanylof
thesell placesl isl in0 disputell or
unknown.[OThisportioncoverslthe
Exodusl from0Egyptl (thel cityl of
Rallm'ses),l thell passagel through
thelSea,0and0thel30dayljourney
thatObroughtltheOPeopleltodMara,
withl itsl "waterl problem"l (and
solution).OFroml[khere,OtOwasback
toll Yaml[ Suf,l beforel continuing
intoltheWilderness.

Note[khat[khe[kity[ from[which[khe
Exodus[Was[Thunched[Was[Ralnh'seis,[ds
opposed[tb[Ralan[skis,[dne[df[the [dwo
supply[dties[the[Jews[Wwereorced[ 1o
build[(3ee[Sh'mot[tI I).

TravelogThese[Are[the[places[df

encampmentlahdsdbmelcbmments...

From0ORalmn'seisl (0) [Gimatriya[bf
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RA[M'SEIS[=4B0, [the lnimber [oflykars
from[ thel original L prophecy[] to
Avraham[Avinu[in[the (BRITLBEIN
HA'B'TARIMuhtil[the EXODUS [(as[id
Sh'motI2:40ME1)] tolukkot 1) [The
firstlstop [dut[of[Rla [mh'seis iSSUKKOT,
G'matriya[3[480, [the[number[dflykars
from[the [Bxodus[until (the [(Huilding [df
the[JFirst[]Beit[L]HaMikdash[ (a.k.a.
SUKKAT[DAVID)Ithe [arrival [dflthe
Peoplel] ELL] HAMENUCHALI V'EL
HANACHALAI[(D'varim[12:9).[Sb[dst
the[first[]leg[J of [Jthe[dwandering
representsL{numerically) (the[najor
first[(Andlsécond)ldgloflthe [durneylaf
JewishHistory.[Notetbo [that[uhtil [the
Beit[HaMikdash [Was [Blilt, [the[Mikdash
was[the [Mishkan[IITh [different[fbrms
and[3everal [places.[ The[Tabernacle,
justE Blikkot[Echlled. UKKOT, Kays
the[Baal[HaTurim, [gotlits[dame[ffom
the[JHeavenly[JClouds[that[Ibegan
"functioning"lthere] toOEitam0(2)0to
Pill HaChirotll (3)0 toll Marall (4)0 to
Eilim{5)kolyamBufll6)...

Levi{l8kcond[Aliya
39[plsukim [II3B: 1 | [49

From0YamSuflltoOMidbarOSin0(7)
[MIDBAR [SIN [got ah Bxtral¥UD Ghd
became[SINAItb [thark [the [fhct[that
the[ASERETHHADIBROT [werelgiven
there.[lIBaal[HaTurim] toODofkal(8)
tolAlush[l9) [The™idrash[shys[that[id
was[dt[ALUSH [that[the[Peoplefirst
received [ the[MannaldndWhere[We
spentLburyeryirst[ Bhabbat.[The
MannalWas[given[Ho[the[People [ bf
IsraelCin[Cthe CineritCbfCburLinother
Sarah,[Who[wWas[akked[By[Avraham[tb

knead[Jand[1bake[]cakes[Ifor[the
angels/guests.[Her[ehthusiastic[plovid[]
ing[df[fbod [fbr[dthers[Wasldepaid[By
Gld,[(MVho[grovided[fbodfbr[Sarah's
children[thore[than[400years Thter.
The[dame[ALUSHLk[d[play[dn[the
word[[Willlldnead"] tolR 'fidim0(10)
toll Midbarl Sinail (11)0 tol Kivrot
HaTaavall 12)do0Chatzeirot{ 13)ko
Ritmal(14) [RITMAQas[thelplace
from Which[the [shies[Werelsknt,[dnd
therefore[the[place[Where[the[decree
tolander[dhe[Wvilderness[vas[pro]
nounced.[@neldanlimagineld[qualital]
tive[differencelih[the[thental[dttitude
duringlthefirstl14[dncampments[ds
compared[to[those[fbllowing[Ritma]
tolRimon[Peretz[ 15)kol ivnal16)
tolRisal(17)dto0K'heilatall(18)0to
HarSheferl{ 19)kol0Charada20)o
Mak'heilotl(21)0to0TachatO(22)0to
Terachl (23)0 tod Mitkal (24)0 to
Chashmonall (25) [CHASHMONA
was[the[25th[testing[place[ bf[ the
People.LCenturies[Thter,[there[Was[d
resting[(from [Hattle) [dn[the[25th [{bf
Kislev).[The[people[through[vhom
GldWroughtlthe [miracles[df[Qhanuka
were[the[1Chashmona'im.LIThisUlis
consideredbone[Jof[the[Thints" ko
Chanukald from theld Torah] to
Moseirotl26)IodBneilly aakan27)
toChorlHaGidgad[28)kolY otvata
(29)0 toll Avronal (30)0 toll Etzion
Geverll3 1)ItoOMidbarOTzinwhich
is Kadesh)O (32)0 tol Horl HaHar
(33)...OThislisOwhereldAharonldied
atOthelagelofll 123.0Heldieddon
Roshl Chodeshll Av [ThisCthe[bnly
Yahrzeit[] mentioned ] in[] the[] Torah.
Furthermore, it [isCinteresting[that[ the
date[d[NIOT [mhentioned[id [Qhukathere
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weldead[df[ Aharon's[death.[Tk[dppears
onlyCherelinClthe Crecounting[of[Ckhe
episode [IWhich["happens"[tb bk [rkad[dn
orlnkar[Rosh[Ghodesh[Av].

[P> 33:40010)] ThelTorahOthen
tellsDusagain0thatlourlpresence
waslnotedlbylthelK naanilkinglof
Aradl in0 thell Negevl ofll Eretz
Yisrael.OWellknowlfromUOearlierlin
thell Chumash,O that thel K'naani
attackedlthelpeoplelhfterlAharon's
death,ObutOthatlisOnotOmentioned
here.0 Rather,O thel listd ofll places
thenltontinues...

...tollITzalmonall(34)0to0Punonl(35)
tol Ovotl (36)0 tol I'yeil HaAvarim
(37)0todDivondGadl(38)0todAlmon
Divlataimall39)ioMareilHaAvarim
(40)tolArvotMoavl41).

Apparently,[the[dounting[dflthe [dncamp ]
mentsincludes[CtheirCfirstCpointCof
departure,[Which[We[mharked[ak[0l [Sbthe
number[42[Holds.[Theldeason[Weldhose
notlthb[dumberfrom [ [42[i$ [Because [df
Chashmona, Which[By[dur[dount[domes
out[#25 [ahd[thatfits[With[Qhanukaldn 25
Kislev[ahd[the[@hashmona'im.

*[RashilpointsCoutlthatWvith[14places
beforeltheldecreeltbWander,[ahd[With
places[ih[thefinal Year,[there Wereldnly
20[dlaces[that[the[Beople[thoved[tbland
from [ [38[ykars[dr[sb.Mhatlid[Hot[rkally
alllthatlthuch. [G [d[Was[rherciful (dith[the
Peopleleven[atHe[Was[plnishing[them.

Shlishi[[Third[Aliya
22[plsukim[I13B:50[34:15

[S> 33:500(7)] GIdO speaksl to
Moshell inl Arvotl Moavll and

commandsl thell Peopleltol enter,
conquer,lacquire,landOsettledthe
Land,laccordingl tol thel “Divine
Lottery”.0ThislOisDoneloflthel613
mitzvotl accordingll tol Ramban(0
Thel mitzval ofl1 YISHUVIERETZ
YISRAEL,Othel mitzvaltoOlivelin
Israel.0 Rambanl saysl thatl this
mitzvall appliesdl in0 alll times,
includinglburlbwn.

Part[df[the[thitzva,[dxplains[the[Ramban,
is[that[the[people[df[I3rael[chay [Hot[shun
Gld's[gift[And[Promisednd[go[donquer
and[kettleCklsewhere.[Jews[wholive
anywherelih[the[ orld[dutside[df[Tsrael
should[@lways[demember[their[Gstranger
in[aldstrange [land” Clstatus. [JAdopting
someplace[delse[JasCyour[down[Jand
removing[lsrael Cfrom Cyour Clpersonal
agenda,[deems[do[dontravene[dhe[dpirit
(and[mhaybe [the [dtter) [of[this[mitzva.

WelJews[Have [Been[dften[dxiled[ih[the
past,[throughout[d[Thrge[Ppart[df[Jewish
History. [[We[Were[akked, What[ale ybu
doing[dn[Bavel,[you[belong[in[Eretz
Yisrael? ke Mould[Be[dble to[Enswer,
WelWereléxiled[ftom [dur[[and;[G[dHas
expelled[us[ftom[durTand;[G [dHas [sknt
us[hlere. [ButlwWhatbhppenstdday {1877 | [T
when [@Jéw Mho [ives [ih [exile, Mhoives
outside[Bretz[Yisrael[id [akked: (MVhat[are
youlHoing[here,[oulbelongUn[CEretz
Yisrael?

[S> 34:1015)] Thelboundarieslof
thell Landl arell detailed.0 These
boundariesarednowlfordthed9%
tribes,kinceR euven,0Gadhndhalf
ofll Menashell havell claimedl their
allotmentsbnihelEastBank.

Read[the[description[df[the[Boundaries
ofltheIand[that[i3[Heing[given Hy [G[dltb

OUllsraellCenter(TTDO64 =: 7 “lThelVIASElllitelb77 1issue

theJéwish [People.[ToltheJéwish[People.
Tolthe[Jéwish[Beople.[Tolus.[Wnlike[the
identity CbfCinany Cbf[the[&ncampments
from[EgyptLdntil[Arriving[dt[the Jordan
River,[Wekdnow[Where[these[Houndaries
are.[Bretz[Yisrael (fbr[the Jewish[Beople
goes[ht[least[{see[below) from[khe
Mediterranean[Sealdo[the[Jbrdan[River.
The[Torah[does[hot[deem[Holihdicate
that[parts[df[dhe [(Promise[lland[$hould
becomel[d[{oreign[dtate[dr[Belgivenldo
enemies[dflthe [Skate[dfI3rael [drlehemies
oftheJdwish[People.

In[G[d'sCoriginal Lpromise [2o[Avraham
Avinu,[khe[dand[ko[be[kiven[ kol his
descendants[dwas[Jto[lbe[1"from[Jthe
Egyptian[River[uhtil [the[gleat[river, Plrat".
The[Houndaries[described[ih[this[Week's
sedralkontain[Ch[Ckerritory Ckignificantly
smaller [dhan[dhatWvhich vas[promised.
Our[Bages[ltellCusClthatCthe Coriginal
promiselihcludes[territory[to[Be[ddded
to[FretzMisraellid [the fture, [id [the [times
oflthe[Moshiach.

R'vi‘i [{Eburth[Aliya
| 4[pIsukim [[I34: 1629

[S> 34:16[014)]0NextOtheldTorah
listsOtheOnewlleaderslofltheltribes
whol willl bell in0 chargell ofll the
"Divinel lottery"l byl whichl the
LandBwilllbelhpportioned.

Elazarll HaKohenl andl Yehoshua
binNunlbreltheloverallleadersbof
theNation.
Yehuda: Kalevib.O¥efuneh
Shimon: Shmuellb.IAmihud
Binyamin: Elidadb.[Kislon
Dan: Bukilb.OYogli

Menashe: Chanielb.[Eifod
K'mu'ellb.Bhiftan
Zevulun: Elitzafanb.Parnach
Yissachar: Paltiellb.Azan
Asher: Achihudb.[Bhlomi
Naftali: P'dahlelb.Amihud

Aldote[dn[dronunciation[(hgain)...[F-DAL]
TZURL{in[Rarshat[Bamidbar) (Has[d[HEI
with [nb [vbwel luhder [i[[Ithe (HEI[s[silent.
With[BDAH [EL [Rere[id Mas'ei, [there[id[al
SH'VALINACH)[dnder[the[HEIEAnd[it[i$
tolbk[sbunded.

Note:[IThe[Chbsence [from CkheistCof
leaders df[Reuvenahd[Gad.They Wil [nbt
participatelih [the[dpportionment[dflthe
land[atrosstheJdrdan.

Note:[The[Word [MASI[3[Used fbr[skven
of(the[10[tkibal Tkaders.[Ohr[HaChayim
says[id [the[nhme [df[RabeinuMissim [Gaon
that[Kalev[Was[sb[Well[khown [ak[alldader
oflthe[Jeople[that[it[Was[dot[decessary
tolidentify (him [ak[alNlasi.[Shimon's[I¢ader
was[dot[Worthyldfltheldtle.[And[Blidad
from[Binyamin Owvas[Eldad, A prophet.
Prophetli$ [A[Higher [dtle [(than [Masi.[DOhr
HaChayim[Chdds[that[for[ehudalhnd
Binyamin, [dnother[deason (fbr[dot[dsing
Nasilik[dhat[éach Lwvill (have [Kings[from
them I Bha'ul(ffom[Binyamin[and[David,
etc.[from[Yehuda.[King[k[higher[#han
Nasi.[Haamek Davar, [dn[the[dther[Hand,
says[that[Kalev[Was[dot[d[Masi[But[Was
selected fbr[dnd[distributionlanly.

€hamishiGth([Aliya
8[plsukim [[IB5: |

[S> 35:10(8)] Followingll the
generall plansl forl dividingl the
Land,thePeoplelbrelinstructedto

Efrayim:
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providel citiesl forl thel Leviyim
[408,A183 35:2],0sincelthey,Othe
Leviyim,OdolnotOreceivelLandlas
inheritance.l ThelcitieslandOtheir
surroundingll areas,ll numberl 48,
includinglthebltitiesbfltefuge.

Notel[that[the[2000amot[Ttity (imit"[Was
borrowed[by[the[Bages[In[fixing[ the
distance[dutside[dne's[dwelling[place[fbr
T'CHUMISHABBAT.

Rashi[pointsLdutlthat[there[Werelthree
cities[off [réfuge [dn [ehch [side [of [the Jdrdan
River,[dven[thoughlih[the Western[dase,
theyWould[derve[": [ribes[dndih[the
easternllase, [lthey[would[Clserve[(12Y5
tribes.[An[ihferencelid[drawn[that[there
would[be[Moreldareless[homicides[on
thelehstern[side [of[the[river.

Theselcities,Oto0belgivenlbylthe
tribesltolthelLeviyim,Owerellgiven
proportionallfolthelpopulationsbof
thelribes.

ReferencellinlthisOportionlisdmade
tol10000amotlandOtod20000amot
outsidell thell cityl itself.0 Rashi
explainstthatlkhelouterll 000Iamot
areallislforfieldsDanddvineyards;
thelinner01 0000skolkervelthelcity
forBwvhateverlbpenlhreaslhrellised.

Shishi [I8ixch[Aliya
26[plsukim [[I35:9 34

[P> 35:900(26)] Thell cities of
refugell(andlthelotherd420Levite
cities,withlbomelifferences)kerve
tolprotectlthelinadvertentOKkiller.
Evenll all murderer fleesl tol a
protectingltitylpendinglirial.

ItOisOforbiddenltoOkillladmurderer

untillhelstandsOtriallandOisOfound
guilty [409,L292 35:12].

ThellinadvertentlkillerlisOsentOMor
helfleesItolhkitylbflrefuge [410,
A225 35:25] ThelTorahlpresents
guidelineslforldefiningnurderhnd
inadvertentlkillinglandOsetsOdown
somel ofll thell courtl procedures,
suchl asl thel prohibitiond ofll a
witnesslalsolactinglasljudgelinla
criminall case [411,L291 35:30].
Welhrelhlsollwarnedhotltolpermit
substitutell punishmentsl for a
murderer [412,[1296 35:31] and
thelinadvertentOkiller [413,L295
35:32].0 Strictd adherencel tol all
rulesl ofll justicell assurell us
continued"qualitylliving"dindEretz
Yisrael, accompaniedl byll the
Divine[Presence.

Mitzvot[412[@nd[413[Basically[dommand
us[tb [fbllow[dther[rhitzvot[ih[the[Torah
thatldequire[d[donvicted[thurder[do[Be
executedl] and[d ald  convicted
SHOGEG Liller [tb [Beleliled [tb [l Tity [df
Refuge.WhyMould[the[Torah [specifically
command[] compliance[d with[J another
command. [It[ [quite[possible fbr s [to
rationalize [dn[dIternative [unishment[dr
treatment[df[the[donvictedhurderer[1]
intentionall] or[J inadvertent.[] And
sometimes, [thelalternative [shggestion Will
be[thore[dppealing, Linore[Ibgical,[thore
beneficial (1 than[] the[d Torahlrkquired
procedure.[Nery[tkmpting.[So[the[Torah
comes[tblrkinforcelits[ihsistence [that[its
procedures(bk[chrried[dut.

Sh'VII [$eventh[Aliya
| 3[plsukim [[I3k: | (I3

[P> 36:10(13)]0 Leadersl ofll the
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familylofdMenasheltolwhom0the
daughtersl ofll Tz'lofchadl belong,
approachll Moshell andl raisell the
probleml ofll potentialll erosiond of
theirlriballhllotmentOflr'z'lofchad's
daughtersll marryll outsidell their
tribe,takingltheirlandwithlthem.
Moshellissueslalrulinglrestricting
themIfromOmarryingloutsideltheir
tribe.l Thisl is notd all lawl in
perpetuityllandtherefore,[itlishot
countedlasfalmitzvallamonglthe
Taryag);0 it appliesd onlyl in0 this
case.ll Inll compliance,0 Machla,
Tirza,l Chogla,l Milka,0 andll No'a
marrylcousinslfromOtheirtribeJof
Menashe.

ThelBookloflIBaMidbarlendswith
thell statement,0 "Thesell arell the
Mitzvotl andd thel Lawsl thatl GId
commandedl Moshel tol (transmit
to)IBneilYisrael,dind ArvotOMo'av
onltheJordan[Jericho)River."

Haftaral2Bpsukim
Yirmiyahu[2t4[28, 314

SomelaHd[phsuk[3t4[tb [thelehd[dflthe
second[perek [bfLYirmiyahu;[bthers
add[4l1,2[idstead.

ThislisOthed2ndOofllthed30Tragic
Haftarotl readl duringll thel Three
Weeks.[It0isOthelcontinuationdof
lastOweek'slhaftara.0GOd,Ospeaking
throughlthelprophet,thastiseslthe
Peoplell ofll Israell for0 theO terrible
doublelksinloflforsakingIHimIAND
turningltoligodsiwholarelnothingl]
ness.0Repeatedly,0welarel asked

howl( it wasl possiblel thatd we
turnedthwaylfromOGIdso.OTerrible
punishmentl forl thisl betrayall of
GOdO is prophesied.d Thel haftara
endsUonOthelhopefullnotedthatOif
welreturndtod GIOd,0thenOHelwill
returnl toll usl andl restorel His
specialltelationshipOwithlis.

‘DivreilMenactiem

Alpopularproverbl(tellsius/thatwhenla
person’ | moves(] from[] onel] placel] to
another,so[does his[luckchange.[Is
thatbecause(@aperson,(dissatisfiedwith
his/domicile, is(leaving(that/distressing
place?Or(does/thatmean(thatteaching
hislhewlhome, the happylindividuallis
now(] fulfilling(] his(] dreams,[] the
realization/of(@/cherishedideal?

Theselquestions(Jare(limplied[Jin[Ithe
beginningloflourparshalthatldescribes
Israel'sjourneysl from Egypt[to Eretz
Yisrael:[1"Moshe[lwrote[ltheir(]goings
forthfaccordingtoltheirjourneyslatithe
biddinglof(Hashem;land[thesewere
their(| journeysl[] accordingl] to[] their
goings(forth"[((Bamidbar[33:2). Notethe
samelidealrepeatedlat thelendloflthe
versebutlintheXeverseorder.

Thelfirst(phraselindicatestThowHashem
viewed[the [people'sitravels: He[Wwanted
BneilYisraelfolgoforth[andprogressifo
themextstagelof(thelongjourney. The
latter phrase, however,implies/that/the
people,impatientof[ tarryingin[one
place,were(just/contenttoleave/andfo
travelion[(R. Hirsch).

Nollwonder, [ Ithen,[ /that/Ithe[IRamban
notesl | thel] importancell ofl] Moshe
recordingleach ofithe(42/stopsithatBnei
Yisraelmadelinlthe[desert.[For[each
placehadsignificance;at/each/stop/the

OUlsraellCenter(TT64 =z 10 =ITheMASElllitelb771lssue



peoplellwerelto[ 'recognize[ Hashem's
miracles.[Collectively,the[42[sojourns
built[ thenation. And[sol it could be
today,[in[our[personall andl collective
experience,as[éachlofusmovesialong
fromione placetoanother.

VEBBE REBBE

QUESTION: May I make a chanukat
habayit'! (“inauguration””) of | al’ home)
celebrationinIsrael”\during\thel 1 Three
Weeks, before!| Rosh' Chodesh!\and| the
beginninglofithe/Nine'Days?

ANSWER: Ofltheldifferent(levels
of national Cmourning[leading[up[to
Tish'a®'Av, [the lowest[levellis[that[of
beinChametzarim[(the[Three Weeks,
butBefore Rosh[Chodesh). Duringthis
time, for Jexample, Jthe “minhag[for
S'faradimlis[toléven[allowweddings,
whereas/Ashkenazim(domot.

Thesel matters[ arel tricky[ to[ analyze
halachically.[On[ onel hand,[ theimore
important[ al matter(is,[ the[imore[we
want(tolallow[things[that[are[uisually
forbidden. Thatliswhylitlislaccepted/to
eat[meat(atlal$iyum[during[the[Nine
Days, [ when["Ashkenazimusuallydo
notléatlieat. On[thelother[hand,the
stronger[Jan[Jevent’s[Thappiness,Jthe
more[likelylitlis[that[the[celebration
itselfl]isJsignificant[Jenoughto[be
forbiddenlevenliflcelebrated [without
flourishes. Therefore, it is [forbidden [to
getmarried €ven Wwithout(aldelebratory

meal(MishnaB'rural551:15).

Al chanukat[habayit[is[essentially[a
form[oflJewishlexpressionloflthejoy
offmovinglintolalhomethatlismew for
its[inhabitants. MDuringthe WNineDays,
itClisCforbiddentodo[non[éssential/
beautificationwork[onahome[(Shul[]
chanAruch,JOrach CChayim[1551:2).
Along[the same[]lines, I welavoid
entering(amewhomelduring[this/fime
unless! Ineeded[ /tol Javoid[1lossl(see
Bemareh[Habazak [111,[60).[Since[ one
may/ enter[alhome[ before[ the Nine
Days, [ the[problem[is[only[from[the
perspective ofl theladdedlactivities[ of
thelcelebration.

ATlotlhas [foldowith[the matureloflthe
celebration. Many[§'faradimhavethe
minhag[Jtohave[Jallceremony, with
specific[Torahtexts[toltecite, on[the
dayltheylenter[the house,[and[Some
willCnotCsleepCinthe Thouse Cbefore
doing(so.Here,the Wwords[of Torah are
thepurpose,landldccompanying(festiv/]
ities(arelancillary,and(suchlan(gventlis
certainly[permitted. ['Thisis[Ifurther
bolstered[] by[] the[] fact[]that[] many
consider(alchanukat(habayitlin Israeld
mitzva, ‘'which Uthen[Jallows[Ifor[the
leniencies(] connected ] tol] all seudat
mitzva.[ 1 ThelITorah[](D'varim[120:5)
views[inaugurating(ahomelas[signifil]
cantlénough folallowSomeonefoleave
the[battlefront, Tbut[JonlyJin[]Eretz
Yisrael (Y erushalmi,[Sota).[While[one
canldistinguish Between@ctuallyTiving
thereJand[thel[lcelebration, [lthe /B'er
Sheval(70)Saysthat(the(delebrationlis
alseudat(mitzvalin[Eretz[Yisrael,land
not[abroad.[Whilelit[is[not[simple[to
allow(this[celebration during(the WNine
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Days[ (seel Levusheil Mordechai, OC
101),00itlis[Ipermitted[ before 1Rosh
Chodesh.

Iffthelcelebrationlismotlonthedaylone
enters[thehiome, [there[dre fiwo reasons
tolbemorelstringent.Onelis[thatthe
levellofTmitzvaliaybeTowerWhenlit
isfhotConthelsamelday. Thelother(is
thatlifCone s Calreadydelaying[the
celebration, [ it[ makes[ inore[ sensel to
delay[further[untilCafter[ Tish'a[b'Av.
That[being[said, sincelthere[ lis[no
classical[sourceltoforbid[alchanukat
habayitbefore the Nine Days, if one
has[good[teasons(toldolit(specifically
atl[that[time, WweWwould Mot forbid it but
wouldurge him [to[femember [toputla
stresslon[divreil Torahand[thanks[to
Hashem.

However,[¢ertainthings thatmight(go
on[at[thel¢elebrationare[problematic.
Weldonotl$ay Shehecheyanu during
the [ Three[Weeks[becauseIthisfime”
isfalsadlone[(Shulchan[Aruch, Orach
Chayim[1551:17).[Some[ peoplenor]
mally[make(Shehecheyanu(las( ithey
enter( ithe Thomel[Jas[ iwell, [ lwhich[lis
problematic[during the Three[ Weeks.
However,[weldanyway(believe(that[this
isnot/thelcorrect(b'rachalto(make (see
Bemareh([ ] Habazak,[] ibid.).[] It[] is
accepted[not[to[playlmusiclor[dance
duringJtheJ Three[1 Weeks[J(Mishna
B'rura[1551:16).0Since [itis CnotJan
integral part(dfidichanukathabayit, [it[is
proper[toforgolmusic, certainly[live
music,[WhichTis[more[stringentthan
recorded, [0rldancing at(thelcelebration
(see[ShemenAfarsimon, siman(10).

Rav(DanielMann,[EretzIHemdah(Institute

CHIZUK #DuUD

DivreiTorah/fromtheweeklylsedra
with'alfocus onlivinglin Eret; Yisrael T
Chizuk[forOlim & Tdud for notyet Olim

IfCbnehad[kokelectCh[Parshal for
promoting[Aliyah,[this[veek’s[parsha
would[Belthe[perfect[dne,[fbrlit[Lih
Maasei[Where [Wvedind[the[Mitzva [Lbf
Yishuv[dHaAretz.[1“V’horashartem et
haaretzMishavtem [(Hah [Ki[Thchem [datati
etlhaaretz[areshet[btah”[{Bamidbar
33:53) [ IFANd ybu [shall[thke [possession
of[the[Thnd[@And[Settle[ih [it, (fbr [ Have
assigned[the[Thnd[Ho [youfo[Possess.”
While[khis[kentence Cds[Chufficient[ko
require[Jews[tb dive[ih[(Bretz[Yisrael, [it
does[rkquirelsbmeldiscussion.

RashilinCkommenting[Cbn [this[pasuk,
states, [ 1V’horashartem[otah Limiyosh [
vehah [¥'az[Yishavtem [bah”,[Hirst[You
shall[thke [possession [df[it[ahd [then [you
shallCHwell Din Cie.” CObviously [Rashids
telling[his [dhat [4he [(Mitzva LdfivingLih
Eretz[Yisrael[Becomes[dperative[dfter
BneiMisraelltdke[pbssession[dfltheldnd.

The[Rambam[does[dot[list[dwelling[ih
the[dandChs[h[ Mitzva[dn[Chis[1‘Sefer
Hamitzvot”.[Megilat[Esther[3tates[the
reason[Why[the[Rambam[does[dot[list
this[ds[d[Mitzva[ik[Becauselik[dpplied
only[ih[the[days[df[(Moshe,[Yeshoshua
and[David[AndWvhile Cthe Jews[drelih
exile[ffom[theirTind[this[Mitzvalis[dot
observed [until[(Mashiach [Will [dome.[The
Ramban[Hisagrees[vith[ the[ Rambam
and[dtates[dhat[dven[ihCour[dimel[dhe
Mitzvaldfliving[ih [Bretz[Yisrael (ckmains
alcbmmandment[ftom[the[Torah.

Thereis(Jan[CJAvnei[JEzer (1 TIwhich
incidentally[dsCquoted [bhy[Rav[ Yisraeli
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ZTL,[that[Hisagrees[With[the[Megilat
Esther[hnd[btates[ that[ the[ Rambam
considers[fhe[dommandment[fo[dwell
in[BretzYisrael Chpplicable[ih [durtime.
Thelrkason[that[the [Rambam[does[dot
list[it[i$ [that[He [subsumes[it[under[the
Mitzva [dflthking[Hossession[df[the[Iand.
Itlid[possible[that[since[Rashilstates[that
dwellingGh[the [Thnd [k [dpplicable Lonly
after [faking[possession LbfLik, [ that[he
agrees[With[the[Rambam (IthatMiving[in
thelAnd[3[A[Mitzva[dflthe[Torah[dnly
after[Bnei[Yisrael[dakes[possession [df
thelldnd.

Nevertheless,[ the[Rambam[does[dtate
in[the[@Yad[Hachazaka”:[Qode[dfJéwish
Law” [thativing[ih [(Bretz[Yisrael [id [ery
important[dnd[thatCévery[Jew[3hould
strive[tb [lfill ithis Mitzva.

RabbiBinyamin Walfish, Jerusalem

RabbiWeinreb’sWeekly Column:

MAS'El: Journeys

ForCmanyrLoflus,travelingfonallong
journey(isl]allvacation;[] especially
herelin(the United States, (where[we
havercomeforglorifyMongfamilymoad
trips.[Welconsiderithem recreational,
fun,JandJaltimeJforOparentsCJand
childrenttolbefogether.

Even( before[l the(l advent(] of(] the
automobilerandthesuperhighway,a
journey] was(] thought[] tol] bel] a
pleasantCandevenedifyingexperi]
ence.[Thus,thelearly[119thcentury
British[1 essayist,[1 William[ Hazlitt,
included(] an(] essay(] entitled On
GoinglarJourneyllinThisCdelightful

collection,Table1Talk.[l/Among(the
statements(1in(] this(] essay, ] Hazlitt
avers, ] "Onel] of(] thel] pleasantest
things( inl]thel ] world]is[ ] goingl]a
journey;utlike forgobymyself."

Somehow, [ from[ thelperspectivel of
thel[Uewishlhistory,fjourneyslarelhot
atlallCpleasant."WanderingUew"[is
anlepithetthathaslbeenlapplied[to
us,[sometimesloutrof(sympathyrand
sometimesoutCofscorn,but"never
aslalcompliment.[Neverlinlour(tradil]
tionCisCwandering[viewedaspleas(]
ant.[Forfusiwanderinglisgalut,exile.

Interestingly,thevery[actof(travellis
seenllinCourtraditionJas[Inegative.
Abram,whenrhelsetouttofravelthe
longrdistancefromlhislbirthplaceto
theHoly[Land,was[givenlalspecial
blessinglto counteracttheleffectslof
theljourney.MAndrIwilllmakerofithee
algreatination,‘andwilllbless thee,
and] makell thyD namel[] great..."
(B'reishit[12:2)[On(this[verse,[Rashi
commentsithatithis(tripartiteblessing
waslnecessary(lbecausel"thelroad
interfereswith[reproduction, Cidimin(]
ishes(financial(success, andmakes
it difficultCito1achievellallname,[Ja
reputation.”

ThelveryLtitleCof thisCweek'sTorah
portion,[] Mas'ei,[] means(] journeys.
Thelportionbegins withCalongland
detaileddescriptionroflthe manyiway
stations which[_punctuated( thellong
and(] arduous(] journey(] that(] our
ancestors(]traveledTin[thell wilderr]
nessl on! theirlway! tol the[ Promised
Land.[Therelis’somethingraboutrthe
merelTecitationofltheselVersesithat
suggests(] all slow(] andl] arduous
process.[ Theltravellthroughthe wil[]
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dernessiwasnolpleasantlinterlude.

IDhaveOalwaysfounditCisomehow
ironic(that(thelcustomlis(tolchantthe
monotonous! list[1 of(] journeysl1and
sojournsCwithaltriumphantCmelody.
Listen,JandyoulwillThearas[the
Torahreader,almostrjoyfully,sings
aloud,™Andtheyljourneyedfromithe
wilderness(of[1Sin, Jandpitched(]in
Dofka...[JandtheyJjourneyedfrom
Dofka,0 and pitchedd inO Alush"
(Bamidbar(33:12(13).

WhydotheUstagesoflaltortuous
40lyearlong(trip[through(the desert
deservel] musicalll accompaniment?
After(] all,l] this[1 ordeall] wasll a
punishmentforthe Jewish[people,
aslwelreadlseveral'weekslagolinthe
Torah[portionlof(Sh'lach.dt(was[asa
resultlof(thelsinof(thelspies[thatlall
of this[travelingCbecamelhecessary.
Absent[Ithat[Tsin[Tand1the[Tjourney
wouldChavelbeenlonelof[days,[and
notlonelofllonglandlhotlandaimless
wanderingduringwhichTanentire
generation(slowlydiedlout.

IT] think (] that[7 the (T reason(] for(] the
singsonglchantinglofithemasa'ot, [of
thelstationslalongltheljourney, has
tofdoCwiththeCrestof thisCweek's
Torah(Cportion.[Forlimmediatelyrafter
thelong!( list[ of "brief(Istops[on[the
painfulljourney,atthelconclusionrof
allrthatrtravail,[GodsaystoMoshe,
"Speak(tothelchildrenlofllsrael,[and
saytothem:Whenlyoupassloverithe
JordanTintothelandCof(ICanaan...
youlshallldrivelout/thelinhabitants of
theland,CandCdwelltherein; forto
youlhaveigivenithefandfo’possess
it...[andlyoulshalllinherit[thelland by
lots[Jaccording1tolyourfamilies..."

(Bamidbar(33:51154)

Aimlesswandering, with[nolendlin
sight,lis(torture.[Butaljourneywith(a
clearldestination, Lon(thelotherhand,
isCJaCwondrousexperience, despite
its[] many(] obstacles. [ Without[] the
promise_of thelinheritance, Jwithout
thelassuranceloflanleventualplace
for[JourJfamilies[Jto[takelroot,Ithe
manyl[] way[l stations] would] be
chantedtoalvery[solemnmelody,
perhaps(]even(]tol]thel] melodyl] of
Lamentations, Jwhichlwe[willlsoon
readlonitheNinthofrAv.

Butlwith[ the[vision[promised(tolus,
with[OthelldelineationJof(1theTexact
borders(] and(! boundaries(] of( | our
lands, CallCofthe[sufferingalongthe
wayll somehow(] becomes(] worth(]
while.[Thel lengthy(list[ of (way[ stal]
tionsCbecomesrtransformedrintorthe
lyrics(] of(] al] triumphant] marching
song.

Itlisimotlbylcoincidence(thatwe read
thelportionfofiMas'eifduringlthethree
weeks[priorCito[Tish'alb'Av.['These
arel] threel] weeks[] reserved(] for
reflectionJupon(itheJexperiencel]of
exile,[upon(theltrialsfandltribulations
oflthel¢enturieslongljourneythrough
"theTdesert[Jof(1thelnations".[1 This
week's[Torah[portionbeginswith(the
long1 passagel] which(] foreshadows
thatlexperience.

But[during thesel threel weeks,[the
shloshal d'puranuta,] whiled we
depriveourselves[ of[Jall_Lmanneriof
speciallcelebrations,(welarelat/least
awarelof(thelseveniweekswhichrare
tollfollow.[] Thesel] arel]thel] seven
weeks[] of(] consolation, ] thel] shiva
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d'nechemta, during(which(we(rejoice
for(] thel[] conclusion(] of(] exile[] and
celebratel ourlultimatel return(tolthe
Promised(Land.

Thelwordslofthelopeninglchapteriof
Mas'eilIdriveThome[thepainstaking
stationbyrstation[] journey through
history.[1 But] thell accompanying
marchingimelodylTassuresjus(that
celebrationlandiriumphlie@ahead.

Maharalldn(the[Sedra

The Five Namesof(Sinai

Bamidbar[33:36[1.theylehcamped
inOthedTzinOwildernessCwhich Clis
Kadesh.

Tiferet[Yisrael(26:398 [[RabbiYosi
said[[Shabbat[89a]:[Mhel[mhountain[Was
called by [six [nhmes[[T]

» TzinOwildernessforlIsraellCwas
commanded[[ditztavu]there

» Kadesh[wvilderness[dor[sraelvas
sanctifiedlah[itl

¢ Paran[wilderness[for[lhey[were
fruitful ahd[multipliedoh i

* Sinail] wilderness[J for[d enmity
descended[ o[ those[Wholdpposed
Hashem

» Kedmut[Wilderness[]D'varim[2:26]
for[precedencel[bflI$rael][Was[given

there

» Chorev[for[destruction[descended
tolthoseholapposedHashem.

Theselake[dot[all[the[shme[dlace, [Hut
thelrhbbislatelnbtlttoubled by [this, fdr

the[dninterruptedvilderness[ik[dne
big[desert.[From [the[thoment[Israel
entered[khe[ Sinaillwildernesskthey
werel[ih[that[desert, [fbr[there[Was[no
settlement.[(Why[did[HHashem [ prefer
the[desert[dver[d[dettled[Place![The
desertlid[desolate[ahd[appropriate[fbr
decree[Janddcommandment[which
Hashem [decreed[With[dhe [power[df
Judgment[ftom[the[akpect[dfltheldne

wholdecrees.[Althoughthe lcbmmand[]

ments[arefbrtheldltimate Henefit[df
man, [they [Were[dot[given [alpriori[fbr
mans[Henefit.[(Theldesertlid[the[dlace
for[the[Attribute[cfJudgment.

C(J/ umn Dﬂ'eparec]l]ay [V_Dl‘. D/‘)/ /ZOAI)Z D’]{L{}H‘

DrKuhr[islthe lithor[dfTion[@Qub[dfPrague
[@enesis.Mhe[nkxtvblume [oh [Exodusahd
Leviticus[idfid [pless.

ParshaPixexplanations

The[Byramids,[the[thany [drrows,[dnd
the[dutline[dfI$rael,[dfldourse, [stand
for[the[travels[dfthe[peopleftom[the
Exodus(td [Eretz[Ylisrael [[Thelcbmpass
atlthe[tbp [dflthe[ParshaPix[rkpresents
the[description[df[the[Boundaries[df
Eretz[¥israel, (With [the [phsuk [EAking [k
through[the[ tompasspoints[4[The
map [With[alHig[3[dn[ach[side [dflthe
Jordan[River[defersLdo[the[Cities Ldf
Refuge[ ko[ be[Hesignated [in[Eretz
Yisrael[s([The[rbad[sign[tb [Hebron[is
oneldflthelrkquirements[fbr[Tities[df
Refuge L{ofLdvhich[Hevron[ik[dne)[d
Elsie[the (Cow[Ras[two[Borns.[They
standfor[the [#are[{thisLonce[dnly)
occurrence[Jofl1theLITROPL]called
KARNEI[BARALIIbgo [Af(YOTVATA,
the[dhoir[Gfor(MAKHEEILATA, [dhe
Lulavfbr QUKKOT, [the[dreidel [i3 [fbr
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CHASHMONA IHII[dames[df[Places
ofl] encampment] «[] Chatan [Kallah
multiplied [bly [S[is [fbr[the [daughters[df
TZ'lofchad[Who [tharry[distant[dousins
tolsblveltheldld[Fland[gbing[ftom[dne
tribe[to[hnother[tribe” Cproblem#
Under[thelhumber/letter[2K [k [the
TROP[nbte[i3[YERECHBENYOMO.
It[id[akluhiqueltb [the[@humash[ak[the
KARNEICPARAL{see[Above) Land s
under[tdhevordLALPAYIM, Lineaning
2000[(2K) [sIThe[12 [springs[stand[fbr
EILIM,ds[described[ih[B'midbar[33:9.
Obviously,[the[place [Wvas[dn[dasis[d
Theldircle[{yellow)[With[three[Black
triangles ik [dhe [dymbol (Bor [ [fhllout
shelter, ChCIMIKLAT.CWith[ChnCear

attached[tb[it, We[bhs[ah IR [MIKLAT [=]

Tolthe[right[df[Hsieid[alglaphic[nhade
up [offlvo [Ms[ah [ehch side [of [alsquare,
representing[theldities[dflthe[Meviyim
which [Had[ah [akrea[dn[all[sides[dflthe
city L6f[2000[Amot, [3o[the[leviyim
would[Have[place[to[Rave[flelds[dnd
vineyards.[(M[ik[the[Roman[dumeral
for[11000) e[ The[dmonogrammed
pomegranate[lbelongs[lto[lsomeone
named[Peretz[Tid[i§[RIMONI[PERETZ,
oneldflthelehcampmentsIThelpicture
atLlthe CtopUlisLofL]Yisrael [LIMedad.
Commentaries[3ay [ thatLK'MU'ELLD.
SHIFTAN, [tfibal Udader [df [Ffrayim [was
MEIDAD[Gf[ELDAD [&[MEIDAD [fAime
*[IThellyoung[fellow[ between[khe
springs[and[the[Iulav[i$[d[thinor[Star
Trek[lcharacterLihamed[lAzan.[ 1The
tribal[] leader] of (] Yissachar[] was
PALTI'EL[BI[AZAN [IBetween[the [tvo
maps[dfrael [i$[d[damping[Mest[TTh
Hebrew:[BIFOD.[Thelttiballéader[df
Menashe[Was[CHANI'EL[B.[BIFODLd
Diet[Sprite[ahd[the[ldgo [df[Qrocs [Tin

the[ haftara[] of (] Mas'eild we [ find
(Yirmiyahu[2125) [IWithholdlyburfdot
from[Being[dnshod,[dnd your[throat
from[thirst...[Mhis[chnbkatcomplished
with[J Crocs[Jon your[feet[and
something o [drink CJI[fFom[12[Sivan
until[22[Menachem[Av,[ihclusive,ldre
70[dhtes[(Hate[phims)[tahtlgb [With[the
12 [springsak [Bilim [(ho[significancelih
thelspecific[dates) [{IUnder [the[dhtes[id
thellbgo [fbr[Davka, [the [program [With
which [Morah Midbits[id[plroducedahd[al
soundlalikeC&fTIDOFKA, Cone Cdf[the
placesLdfldncampment[dltheldtrange
vehicle[id [AMITKAthike LI glus[three

Unexplaineds.

L EANIDDLES,

Lastlidsue’s[(Matot) M Triddles:
[17 3[dflthelfivelehd[id [aliterative [phirs

ThreedofJthefive (Dbooks[of[CIthe
Chumashlénd[ih[tvolskdras[that[Hegin
with[(Jthe[dsame[dletter:[1B'reishit[] ]
Vayigash,[] Vaychi; [ Vayikra[d [IT1 B'har,
B'chukotai;[Bamidbar[IMatot, Mas'ei.

[2] Lossldflthe HEIGdWell[mhade [ub Fbr

Matotlid[dneldf[five[skdras[Whose[nhme
has[alHEI [pkefixed [tb[id, which [hhs[Been
droppedlin[theChame[ve[tallCit[by:
HaMishpatim,[] HaT'ruma, ] HaSh'mini,
HaM'tzora,[(HaMatot.[Th[the HirstCpor ]
tion L&f[MATOTdhereldre[3 | Lvords
with[Ch CIMAPIK [HEI, CeausingClus[Cko
repeatedly [hkar [the[fihal[HEI.

[3] 3[sédras[id alrbw(&[dncelid Ma'eira

The[Thame[CPINCHASCbccurs[CinCkhe
Torah[fburltimes:[h [ParshatMa'eiralahd
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inCkheCthreeCkconsecutive[kedras Cof
BALAK,[PINCHAS,Ghd[MATOT.

[4] Connection[between[Reuven[&[Gad
and[Dan

Thel tribes] of L1 Reuven[] and[] Gad
promised, [1ButCeburselves Wil Cgo
ready[hrmed[before[the[people[of
Israel," [Tthe [term (fbr[deady [drmed[ik
CHUSHIM.Mhat[i$[the[dame[df(DAN's
son[(B'reishit[46:23).

[5] sausagelclirfew[shapback

FirstL&[3econd[letters,[Hourth[&[ifth
letters[df[dachWord[dre:[Au,[Ag,[Cu,
Fe,[Sn,[Bb.[These[dreltheldymbols[for
the[netals[listed [ih [(Bamidbar[(3 1:22[11
ZAHAVO (gold),[] KESEFC (silver),
N'CHOSHET [{topper),[BARZEL{ron),
B'DIL[@in), FERET [fead).

[6] Albkeheaded[shimon[Blyahyldther

name...

Behead[(temove[firstIdtter)[shimon[ahd
get[Almon. Ifs[dther [nhme[[d[ANATOT,
mentioned Lin[Xheirst[pasuk Cbf[ the
haftaraldf[Matot.

[7] ALEFBET [GIMELDALET[HEIMAV
MEMNUNIREISH

These[etters[{in[hlphabetical Cbrder)
rearrange[tb[shel [REUVEN,[GAD,[anhd
half[Jf[MENASHE [(the[MEM[ahd [HEI).

"Why [the ILand was Destroyed
(Nedarim21a):

The Cycle of National Disasters([2]
by Dr.Meir Tamari

"Why[ was[ Y erushalayim [ ldestroyed?
Because!l theyl did[not[tecite the bracha
before[ [learning][the Torah"[(Nedarim
81a).[This[b'racha,"Who(has[chosenlus
from[all(the mations(and givenfo s His
Torah",[is[sofundamental ‘and [intrinsic
to[Judaism(that[bylignoring!it, [scholars,
pious(peoplelandlspiritual leaders/have
caused[ the[ldestructionsand[ tragedies
that[ wel mourn[and[ remember (an oft
repeated teaching of Harav Tzvi Yehuda Kook).

Thel Torah[was[ notl[given! tol individ[]
uals, [neither[to[$pecial [families, [ tribes,
sectsor[schools[ofl thought, nor[was
Torah[given/fo(certain[pious,learned or
singular(saints.[ The[Torah[over[Wwhich
wel recite[ this[brachal was[ given[tola
Chosenl PeoplelJto[Ibe[Jobserved[ lin[la
Chosenl] Land,[ ] sol] that[] all[] social,
political,[éeconomic actions,[acts ofwar
andloflpeace,the[pursuit/ofjusticeland
righteousness/danbeldevoted to[Gldand
His[IWords.[1"Adam, [ |created[Jin[/His
Image, [Wwas[given[the[divine[ power of
speech, [solthat[all of{Mankind[has(the
power [ lto[ltake[ loaths[imaking[Icertain
actions[Jor[Jthings[Iforbidden[Jto[ Itheir
community[ or[ society. However, [ only
Jews,[] becausel] ofl] Israel'sl] special
relationship [foHashem, have(the [further
spiritual [ power[tolusel $speechlto/make
oaths[making['something[ forbidden[to
onelperson[lwhilst[]permitted[Itoall
others"[(Shem[MiShmuel).Perhaps(this
is[similar[to[ the[lideal that[while[Jall
peoples[ have! thel bbligation[ to[ praise,
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beseechland(thank(G(d[and/indeed have
donel 5ol throughout[ thel ages in[ imany
forms,lonly[Wwelhave[the mitzvaloflthe
communal [ Jprayer[]ofl IShmoneh[ |Esrei
based(on(themational korbanot.

RabbilS.[R.Hirschldepetitively tefers(to
thenation [feligion[oflJudaism; [tejection
of Cwhich[leads[toJa[Judaism[that[is
merelylalteligion, in[which[the[Rhine,
the[Volga, the Thames(or(the Hudson[is
aslholylas(the[River[Jordan. Basiclas/ it
is,[ 1 this[] concept[] of (| Nation[Religion
seems(] to[] havell been[] one[] that[] is
extremely[] difficult[] to[] accept[] and
translatelinto[practice, both[ throughout
thel¢enturies and évenlinlour own[day.
Close(to[500(years/¢lapsedbetween(the
conquest[ | under| Yehoshual | and[] the
building[ofltheBeit[(Mikdash; 500 [years
when/bamot, [dltars[oflregional, tribal [or
personal [(wWorship/existed [rather(than[the
National [Religious Avodalin['the[place
that[Gld[chose'.[ After[Shlomo, the[ 10
Tribes[ setlup[centers oflidolatry[ that
would(battle(thelcentralized[Mikdashlin
Yerushalayim[Jand “even[the[ righteous
kings[oflYehuda/werepowerlessduring
most[ ofl thel years ofl Bayit[ Rishon[ to
destroyl the[ bamot.As[the[ haftarot[ of
Mas'eil] and[] Shabbat[] Chazon[] show,
ignoring[Jor[Jminimizing[Ithe[ /national
naturel envisaged [ by[the[ Torah,[led[to
thelIsin[loflJingratitudel Ifor[Jall[1Gld's
goodness(] tol] Israell] and[] to[] Israel's
indiscipline, [ resulting[ lin[ the[lidolatry,
bloodshed(Jand[sexual [ immorality[ Ifor
which(the first Temple Wwasdestroyed.

However, évenwhen these three[Sinsdo

notl ] exist,[thellrejection ] of( | Nation![]

Religion[leads[to[the fragmentation[ of
both[thenation[Jandlof[ the[ religion.
Instead [0fTAm[Yisrael, [of(Klal[ Yisrael,

oflAm[Kadosh, ofiMamlechet Kohanim,
onelislleft(with[$ects[and[Sectarianism,
with[] social[] tribalism (] and (] differing
schoolslor[systems oflteligious(thought,
practiceland¢ustom.[SinatChinam/and
divisiveness areloften[theltesult. "Why
was[Bayit[ Sheinildestroyed when there
was[] Torah,J Mitzvot[] and[] Gemilut
Chasadim?[Because[ Jthere[]was[ Isinat
chinam"[(Yomal10b)."Becausel 0fl this
sinat[ chinam, they[ suspected[as[being
apikorsim/all[thosewhose waylin[Yirat
Hashem[ | theyl | saw[] asl[] not[| acting
according[to[theirCown[way.So[they
camelfo(all[thelinconceivable wrongs in
the[] world[J until[] thel] Housel] was
destroyed"[] (Thel[] Natziv's[] Ha'Ameik
Davar, [Introduction [to[Sefer B'reishit).

Perhaps(itlis[worthy[ofnoting that[the
language!( | that[] Chazal[] usel]is[] sinat
chinam,[] needless[| hatred,[] national
discordandsocial [dissolution, [rather
than[ the[) morel] individualized[] and
personalizedform(ofllashonhara,onelof
thelderivates(ofisinatichinam.

"Birchat! HaTorah[ énds,['Gld[ gavel the
Torah',[once they(forgot(thatthere [Wasd
Gldlwholgavelthem[the[Torah(theywere
studying, [dll[social [and[thoral [¢orruption
becamel | possible; | even[] though(] the
TemplelIstood, [ Ithe[Iway[Ito[idolatry,
immorality[ ‘and[ bloodshed [ stood[ open
beforelthem" [(ShemMiShmuel).
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